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Adieu  Sodexho,  howdy  Aramark 


Mike  Ghenu  &  Kevin  Wong 

VARSITY  STAFF  

Fifty-odd  union  workers  rallied  out- 
side Simcoe  Hall  on  Friday  reacting  to 
news  that  Sodexho — the  French  com- 
pany that  provides  food  on  U  of  T's  St. 
George  campus — is  being  replaced 
by  Philadelphia-based  Aramark,  and 
driven  by  worries  that  U.  of  T  food  ser- 
vice workers  may  lose  their  union  as 
a  result. 

Meanwhile,  a  delegation  from  Unite 
Here,  the  union  representing  Sodex- 
ho's  U  of  T  employees,  met  with  uni- 
versity officials  inside. 

"We  explained  how  vulnerable 
everybody  feels,  and  that  because 
they're  the  client,  they're  the  one  con- 
trolling this,  that  they  need  to  step  in 
and  make  sure  that  Aramark  recogniz- 
es the  collective  agreement  that  these 
workers  fought  for,"  said  Alex  Daag, 
the  executive  director  of  Unite  Here. 

"It  was  a  big  struggle  to  get  the 
agreement,"  added  Valerie  Gaynor, 
who  is  a  cook  at  the  New  College  caf- 
eteria. The  union  agreement  was  ap- 
proved in  February. 

Maria  Del  Mar-Morales,  who  mans 
the  pizza  station  at  the  New  College 
cafeteria,  said  the  union  agreement 
has  boosted  her  wage  by  fifty  cents,  to 
$10.50  an  hour.  While  she  plans  to  stay 
on  after  the  change-over,  Del  Mar-Mo- 
rales worried  that  Aramark  might 
treat  returning  employees  who  had 
worked  for  Sodexho  for  many  years 
as  if  they  had  just  walked  through  the 
door. 

Daag,  Del  Mar-Morales,  and  Gaynor 
met  with  Catherine  Riggall  and  An- 
gela Hildyard,  U  of  T's  vice-presi- 
dents of  business  affairs  and  human 
resources,  respectively.  In  an  inter- 
view, Hildyard  noted  that  Aramark  is 
not  compelled  to  keep  the  collective 
agreement  struck  between  Unite  Here 
and  Sodexho's  employees. 

Unlike  the  case  where  one  company 
buys  another  and  is  forced  to  honour 
existing  collective  agreements,  she 
said,  "in  what's  happened  here,  where 


Members  of  Unite  Here — the  union  that  since  February  represents  Sodexho  food  employees  on  the  St.  George  campus — rallied 
outside  Simcoe  Hall  last  Friday  while  a  union  delegation  met  with  university  administration  officials  inside. 


it's  a  commercial  change,  Ontario  law 
does  not  require  that  the  collective 
agreement  continue." 

Hildyard  added,  however,  that  "if 
the  University  of  Toronto  had  been  in 
this  situation,  the  University  of  Toron- 
to would  almost  certainly  have  recog- 
nized the  current  agreement." 

Sodexho  has  been  the  food  provid- 
er on  U  of  T's  St.  George  campus  for 
16  years,  serving  out  two  contracts 
and  one  contract  extension.  The  cur- 
rent contract  with  Sodexho  run  out 
July  31,  and  Aramark's  contract  may 
run  between  seven  and  ten  years,  by 
Riggall's  reckoning. 

A  town  hall  meeting  between  So- 
dexho employees  and  Aramark  to 
discuss  the  union  issue  is  scheduled 


for  this  week. 

Aramark  provides  various  "man- 
aged services,"  including  a  campus 
service,  according  to  its  website, 
which  includes  control  of  food  ser- 
vice outlets  such  as  Tim  Hortons, 
Starbucks,  Mr.  Sub,  Pizza  Pizza,  and 
Pita  Pit.  The  company  does  business 
in  19  countries,  and  has  240,000  em- 
ployees. 

Aramark  serves  more  than  400  col- 
leges, universities,  and  prep  schools 
across  North  America.  Its  list  of  cli- 
ents includes  New  York  University, 
Florida  State  University,  and  U  of  T's 
Scarborough  Campus,  among  a  num- 
ber of  others. 

In  the  past,  Aramark  has  faced  criti- 
cism from  students  at  the  University 


of  Alberta,  who  complained  to  the  uni- 
versity administration  over  the  cost 
and  nutritional  value  of  the  food  pro- 
vided by  the  company,  according  to 
U  of  A's  student  newspaper.  The  Gate- 
way. 

At  Trent  University,  in  Peterbor- 
ough, The  Arthur  reported  that  Ara- 
mark requires  that  all  campus  events 
involving  food  be  catered  by  the  com- 
pany; and  student  groups  are  limited 
to  maximum  two  pot  luck  events  each 
year.  Last  December,  students  held 
an  "illegal  potluck  dinner"  to  rally 
against  the  contracted  monopoly  that 
restricts  any  form  of  for-profit  food 
service  as  well  as  the  ability  for  stu- 
dents to  share  food  through  campus 
events. 


Budget  'o6:  the  student  view 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


While  student  advocates  and  op- 
position legislators  criticized  the 
2006  federal  budget  for  a  lack  of 
vision  and  commitment  to  post- 
secondary  institutions,  the  bill 
itself  promises  to  help  graduate 
students  and  scholarship  winners. 
The  budget  passed  a  first  vote  last 
Wednesday. 

"[Post-secondary  education] 
was  not  part  of  their  top  five  prior- 
ities," charged  Phillippe  Ouellette, 
of  the  Canadian  Alliance  of  Student 
Associations  (CASA).  "They've  ob- 
viously missed  the  mark." 

CASA,  an  Ottawa-based  lobby 
group,  argues  that  a  "Canada  Edu- 
cation Transfer"  fund  that  would 
inject  at  least  $4  billion  a  year  into 
Canada's  post-secondary  educa- 
tion system  is  the  best  way  to  im- 
prove colleges  and  universities. 

NDP  education  critic  Judy  Wasy- 
lycia-Leis,  member  of  parliament 
for  Winnipeg  North,  largely  con- 
curred with  Ouellette's  assess- 
ment. 


CAUGHT  IN  THE  MIDDLE:  While  this  year's  federal  budget  includes  changes  to  the  tax  code  that  may  defray  up  to  $80  on  textbook 
costs  and  $124  on  transit  passes  for  a  typical  full-time  student,  increases  in  tuition  for  the  2006/7  schoolyear  may  well  outstrip 
these  gains.  Returning  arts  and  science  students  can  expect  to  dish  out  an  extra  $167;  students  in  engineering  will  pay  $280  more; 
MBA  students  have  it  worst  of  all:  their  tuition  will  go  up  from  $25,000  to  $28,000. 


"There  are  a  few  of  these  tax 
measures  that  help  a  bit — that's 
better  than  nothing,"  she  said. 
"But  by  and  large,  it  a  continu- 
ation of  the  same  approach,  a 
hodge-podge  of  programs  that  are 
meant  to  replace  the  cash  transfer 


approach." 

To  Ouellette's  figure,  Wasylycia- 
Leis  replied  that  education  trans- 
fer as  low  as  $1.2  billion  a  year 
would  make  an  impact  right  away. 

"All  we  need  right  now  is  fed- 
eral government  agreement  that 


it  has  a  role  to  play  in  terms  of 
cash  transfers,"  she  continued. 
"And  that  if  it's  really  concerned 
about  fiscal  imbalance,  it  should 
be  concerned  by  redressing  that 

SEE  BUDGET -PG  3 


Headscarf 
unwelcome 
at  Law? 


Sarah  Barmak 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


Like  many,  25-year-old  Farah  Yameen 
returned  to  work  after  the  winter  holi- 
day last  January  feeling  more  deeply 
connected  to  her  faith. 

But  what  she  wore  to  work  to  show 
that  faith — an  Islamic  headscarf,  or 
hijab — led  a  co-worker  to  tell  Yameen 
in  front  of  other  employees  that  she 
was  "scaring  people." 

Yameen  and  the  co-worker,  Judy 
Finlay,  both  worked  at  the  financial 
aid  office  of  the  University  of  Toronto 
Faculty  of  Law,  a  faculty  that  prides  it- 
self on  the  courses  it  offers  on  Islamic 
law  and  the  fact  that  30  per  cent  of  its 
students  are  visible  minorities.  It  is 
yet  another  case  of  offensive,  ethni- 
cally-charged statements  occurring 
on  U  of  T's  usually  tolerant  campus. 

Yameen,  a  U  of  T  graduate  who 
worked  part-time  as  an  assistant  in 
the  office,  was  getting  ready  to  leave 
after  work  on  January  11  when  Finlay, 
the  faculty's  assistant  registrar,  in  her 
late  fifties,  made  the  remarks. 

"She  said  1  look  scary  and  am  scar- 
ing people,"  said  Yameen.  "She  said 
that  you  should  leave  your  religion 
behind  when  you  come  to  Canada.  I 
told  her  wearing  the  hijab  was  a  sym- 
bol of  my  faith.  She  said  she  hoped  it 
was  a  phase  1  was  going  through. 

"She  initially  thought  1  was  just  hav- 
ing a  bad  hair  day,"  added  Yameen. 

The  faculty's  administration  con- 
ducted an  investigation  "immedi- 
ately," according  to  Assistant  Dean 
of  Students  Bonnie  Goldberg.  But 
Yameen,  who  resigned  from  her  job 
last  month  due  to  the  incident,  says 
she  never  received  the  support  she 
needed. 

"I  waited  for  days  for  a  response" 
from  administration,  during  which 
time  "I  was  an  emotional  wreck,"  said 
Yameen  in  an  open  letter  to  Goldberg 
written  after  her  resignation. 


SEE 'HIJAB' -PG  2 


Check  out  www.thevarsjty.ca 
for  answers  to  the  following: 

•  Why  did  U  of  T's  Faculty  of  Law  decide  to 
retain  its  current  campus  location,  instead 
of  moving  to  a  new  site?  JULIA  LO  reports. 


•  What  did  American  anti-war  mom  Cindy 
Sheehan  have  to  say  about  George  W. 
Bush  and  Stephen  Harper  when  she  spoke 
at  Convocation  Hall  on  May  3? 

ALEX  KAZIA  was  there. 

•  Plans  were  unveiled  last  month  to 
enable  the  100.000-odd  international  stu- 
dents attending  Canadian  universities  to 
worl<  off-campus.  When  will  the  program 
be  in  place?  AMY  SMITHERS  finds  out. 
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Documenting  Africa's 
forgotten  war' 


Last  year,  humanitarian  organization  Medecins  Sans  Frontieres  sent  five  top  photo- 
journalists  to  the  Democratic  Republic  of  the  Congo.  Their  handiwork  is  on  display  at 
the  Scotiabank  Plaza  downtown  until  May  31. 


Rehaana  Manek 


When  thinking  of  the  Democratic  Re- 
public of  the  Congo,  the  misery  of  Jo- 
seph Conrad's  novel  Heart  of  Darkness 
is  among  the  first  things  that  comes  to 
mind.  But  there  is  much  more  to  this 
forgotten  country,  a  population  of  54 
million  people,  and  an  eight-year  war 
which  actual  combat  was  only  a  small 
portion,  the  Congolese  people  suffer 
extreme  preventable  deprivation. 

Although  the  war  itself  ended  in 
with  a  peace  accord  in  2002,  the 
death  toll  has  reached  1,200  people 
per  day  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
country  where  the  instability  is  at 
its  peak.  With  their  first  elections  in 
40  years  just  around  the  corner  this 
June,  tensions  are  running  high. 

"We  really  hope  to  raise  aware- 
ness," said  Helen  O'Neill,  Deputy 
Director  of  Operations  at  Medecins 
Sans  Frontieres  (MSF),  "and  photo- 
graphs are  a  great  medium."  Accord- 
ing to  her,  the  'Forgotten  War"  exhibit. 


showcases  the  lack  of  awareness  and 
foreign  compassion. 

"Someone  loses  a  child  everyday, 
when  you  see  a  woman  lose  half  her 
children,  then  the  last  one,  what  do 
you  say?"  Said  O'Neill,  who  has  been 
working  in  the  DRC  since  the  begin- 
ning, "She  accepts  it,  she  understands 
what  life  is  like." 

From  May  until  August  2005,  MSF 
sent  five  renowned  photographers 
from  the  VII  Photo  Agency  to  capture 
this  inhumanity  to  show  an  under- 
reported  tragedy  to  the  world.  Ron 
Haviv,  Gary  Knight,  Antonin  Krato- 
chvil,  Joachim  Ladefoged,  and  James 
Nachtwey  are  the  artistic  masters  be- 
hind the  'Forgotten  War'  exhibit. 

For  U  of  T  sisters  Mera  and  Arabhi 
Nirmalan-Nathan  the  exhibit  was  a 
true  education. 

"Reading  about  a  situation  is  one 
thing,  but  there's  only  so  much  you 
can  imagine,"  said  first  year  student 
Arabhi,  "You  don't  want  to  think 
about  what  the  torture  is,  but  when 


its  right  in  front  of  you  and  your  con- 
fronted with  it,  it  makes  u  think  of 
the  situation  another  way.  Visually  it 
takes  you  to  another  level." 

According  to  Arabhi,  the  general 
hope  here  is  that  people  associate 
with  pictures  more  than  with  words, 
"How  many  people  did  u  hear  talking 
about  Rwanda  before  the  movie?," 
she  asked.  This  underreported  way 
of  life  is  neglected  not  only  by  the  me- 
dia but  by  the  greater  outside  world, 
leaving  the  Congolese  people  forgot- 
ten. 

"We  are  pretty  aware  as  a  group 
of  people,  the  student  body  is  quite 
informed,"  said  third-year  linguistics 
major  Mera,  "but  we  should  be  doing 
something  more  productive  with  that 
information.  There  should  be  more  in- 
formation, before  this  exhibit  I  didn't 
know  much  about  it.  What  we  know 
about  on  campus  are  things  that  are 
big  in  the  news." 

MSF  is  heavily  involved  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  country,  where  there 
is  the  most  risk  with  preventable 
diseases,  destitution,  fear  of  rape 
and  murder,  and  endless  death.  MSF 
dispenses  vaccinations  for  malaria 
and  measles,  and  trying  to  quell  the 
extreme  illnesses  that  are  barely  a 
problem  in  the  west. 

"People  believe  that  because  there 
is  an  ongoing  peace  process  that  the 
problem  in  the  Congo  is  over  and  we 
can  move  on,  that's  not  the  case," 
said  O'Neill,  "It's  unstable,  people  are 
in  a  constant  state  of  running,  they 
sow  crops  but  can't  stay  long  enough 
to  harvest.  Everyone  has  been  dis- 
placed at  least  once." 

For  O'Neill,  it's  a  constant  heart- 
break, and  also  a  constant  reminder 
that  in  the  heart  of  Africa  where  mis- 
ery seems  to  run  rampant,  humanity 
still  exists.  "Everyone  has  lost  some- 
one, it's  all  a  struggle  to  survive,  but 
they  all  know  how  to  be  patient.  They 
are  waiting  for  it  to  get  better." 


A  farm  for  all  faiths 


Archbishop  seeks  to  better  Muslim-Christian  relations  in  Nigeria 


Josephine  Lee 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Nigerian  Archbishop  Josiah  Idowu- 
Fearon  has  spent  his  career  striving 
to  improve  Muslim-Christian  relations 
on  a  local,  but  also  on  a  global  level.  In 
2003,  his  archdiocese  purchased  the 
Jacaranda  Farm,  with  the  hope  that 
it  would  become  a  source  of  income 
for  the  local  population  and  a  place  to 
promote  Christian-Muslim  reconcilia- 
tion. 

Jacaranda  Farm  is  78  hectares  in 
size,  and  contains  amongst  other  facil- 
ities a  self-contained  water  table,  two 
dams  to  reserve  stream  water,  irriga- 
tion infrastructure,  land  for  orchards 
and  plantations,  poultry  pens  and  a 
piggery.  It  is  located  in  north-central 
Nigeria,  a  country  of  131  million  that 
has  long  been  torn  by  tensions  be- 
tween its  largely  Muslim  north  and 
Christian  south. 

Earlier  this  month,  Idowu-Fearon 
taught  a  course  on  Muslim-Christian 
dialogue  at  Wycliffe  College.  He  also 
spent  time  promoting  the  Jacarunda 
Farm  project  at  a  concert  hosted  by 
St.  Paul's  Anglican  Church  on  May  6. 

In  the  midst  of  his  busy  schedule, 
the  Idowu-Fearon  took  some  time  to 


talk  to  The  Varsity  dboui  his  work. 

The  Varsity:  What  do  you  hope  to 
achieve  with  the  Jacaranda  Farm  by 
the  end  of  this  year? 

Archbishop  Josiah  Idowu-Fearon: 
We  should  have  the  various  sections 
of  the  farm  in  order:  poultry,  hostel  ac- 
commodations for  at  least  30  people, 
etc. 

V:  What  about  after  five  years? 

A:  The  ultimate  aim  is  to  bring 
young  Christians  and  Muslims  to- 
gether. After  five  years,  we'd  like  to 
see  500  Christians  and  Muslims  who 
have  a  better  understanding  of  their 
own  and  each  other's  faith.  We  want 
to  encourage  peaceful  co-existence 
and  support  the  effort  of  the  govern- 
ment to  create  jobs. 

There  are  politicians  who  use  re- 
ligion to  create  crisis  situations  and 
employ  jobless  people  to  perpetuate 
them.  We  want  to  counter  joblessness 
(with  the  Farm].  Eventually,  we  hope 
to  have  100  people  there  per  year. 

V:  What  is  the  current  religious  cli- 
mate like  in  Jacaranda  and  Kaduna? 
What  changes  do  you  hope  to  make? 

A:  The  present  government  puts 


on  a  religious  facade  for  everything, 
when  it's  actually  always  politics.  We 
hope  the  Farm  will  be  a  plateau,  culti- 
vating a  culture  of  positive  tolerance 
and  respect.  People  must  see  that 
they  have  a  stake  in  the  state,  they 
must  maintain  a  peaceful  environ- 
ment for  people.  Religion  is  a  gift  from 
God  for  humanity  and  should  be  used 
for  brotherhood. 

V:  How  have  the  citizens  of  Kaduna 
reacted  to  the  idea  of  the  farm? 

A:  Some  think  it's  good,  others  don't 
care.  No  negative  reactions.  There  is  a 
level  of  expectation,  so  we  want  to  get 
things  going. 

V:  Have  any  other  individuals  or  or- 
ganizations lent  their  support  to  the 
project? 

A:  The  United  African  Company, 
a  food  outfit  like  KFC,  has  agreed  to 
buy  our  chickens  but  we  won't  sell  to 
them  because  they  don't  offer  enough 
money.  At  least  we  know  the  farm  is 
ready  for  the  market. 

Students  interested  in  becoming  involved 
in  tlie  Jacaranda  Farm  project  can  obtain 
information  at  St  Paul's  Anglican  Church  at 
227BloorSt£. 


HIJAB  - CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

Goldberg  admits  things  didn't  move 
very  quickly,  but  it  was  because  the 
situation  was  complex  and  sensitive. 

"The  allegation  was  substantiated 
and  [Finlay]  was  advised  of  that" 
within  the  next  week,  said  Goldberg. 
"These  were  inappropriate,  unaccept- 
able comments."  Goldberg  wouldn't 
share  details  of  whether  Finlay  was 
disciplined,  but  said  that  both  parties 
were  encouraged  to  meet  with  Nou- 
man  Ashraf,  U  of  T's  Anti-Racism  and 
Cultural  Diversity  officer.  Yameen  de- 
clined to  do  so,  saying  she  wasn't  the 
one  who  needed  counseling. 

Yameen  became  "bewildered" 
when  Finlay  said  a  few  days  after  the 
incident  that  she  would  apologize  to 
Yameen,  but  then  she  changed  her 
mind  days  later,  citing  legal  concerns. 
When  Finlay  eventually  read  Yameen 
a  written  apology  about  a  month  after 
the  incident,  Yameen  said  it  felt  mean- 
ingless and  "fake." 

"It's  so  childish.  [She]  should  be  ac- 
countable," said  Yameen. 

When  asked  how  such  an  incident 
could  happen  at  a  faculty  that  prizes 
diversity,  the  director  of  admissions 
and  financial  aid  and  Yameen's  su- 
pervisor, Mai-Anh  Giap,  said  she's 
"stumped." 

"Farah  cried  for  a  week  when  this 
happened,"  she  said. 

Yameen  is  less  upset  with  Finlay 
than  with  the  faculty's  administra- 
tion for  failing  to  support  her  and 
protect  her.  Their  mismanagement 


became  clear,  she  said,  when  Finlay 
again  made  offensive  comments  to 
Yameen,  this  time  on  her  last  day  at 
work  in  March. 

"1  told  her  the  incident  was  the 
main  reason  for  me  leaving,  and 
she  said,  'Why  are  you  still  continu- 
ing this?'  and  'Why  are  you  causing 
havoc?'  She  complained  that  1  almost 
got  her  fired,"  said  Yameen,  who  left 
distraught. 

In  a  statement  sent  to  The  Varsity, 
Finlay  emphasized  that  her  comments 
came  out  of  a  wish  to  have  "free  dis- 
cussion" and  debate  on  issues  in  the 
office,  but  that  "[i]t  is  clear  now  that 
1  should  have  never  had  the  [initial] 
conversation  with  Farah.  It  is  a  new 
world  we  live  in  nowadays." 

An  investigation  into  the  March 
incident  by  the  manager  of  human 
resources,  Susan  Anderson,  is  ongo- 
ing. Meanwhile,  Goldberg  said  that 
the  staff  is  scheduled  to  have  devel- 
opment and  sensitivity  training  with 
Ashraf's  office  next  week. 

"1  believe  that  the  matter  had  resolu- 
tion and  closure,"  said  Goldberg,  who 
said  that  she  nevertheless  wasn't  sat- 
isfied with  the  outcome.  "1  regret  that 
Farah  chose  to  resign."  Dean  of  Law 
Mayo  Moran  said  she's  concerned 
with  how  the  incident  reflected  on  the 
faculty.  "When  you  look  back. .  .there's 
always  room  for  improvement." 

For  Yameen,  any  action  taken  was 
too  little,  too  late. 

"This  administration  has  failed  to 
do  what  it  was  supposed  to  do,"  she 
said.  "They  drove  me  to  leave." 


//SCREAM  IT  OUT  LOUD! 


On  April  30  more  than  one  thousand  demonstrators  congregated  at  Queen's  Park 
to  "Scream  for  Darfur."  The  rally  was  organized  by  a  few  high  school  students 
who  created  a  group  called  Project  Equity  in  order  to  organize  this  rally,  and  other 
initiatives.  David  Berkal  MC'd  the  rally  and  is  one  of  the  people  at  the  centre  of 
Project  Equity.  He  explained  that  the  screaming  motif  was  an  attempt  to  counter  the 
silence  on  the  world  stage  that  has  surrounded  the  genocide  in  the  Darfur  province 
of  Sudan  since  it  began  in  2003.  Berkal  even  read  out  Prime  Minister  Harper's 
private  office  phone  number  and  encouraged  demonstrators  to  call  and  voice  sup- 
port for  Canada's  immediate  and  active  intervention  to  stop  the  genocide  in  Darfur. 
Speakers  included  members  of  the  Toronto  Sudanese  community,  youth  activists, 
and  prominent  MP's  such  as  NDP  leader.  Jack  Layton  and  prominent  human  rights 
lawyer  Irwin  Cotler.— DANIEL  ROTH 


news@thevarsity.ca 


//A  SURVEY  OF  CRIME 


CRIME  LEGEND 


property  stolen  from 
locked  locker 

stolen  bike 

property  stolen  when 
left  unattended 

theft  over  $5,000  in 
value 


Just  over  120  incidents  were  formally  reported  by  the  University  of  Toronto  Police  between 
April  7  and  May  11.  The  majority  of  the  responses  dealt  with  unwelcome  or  suspicious  persons 
removed  from  the  premises,  and  thefts  under  $5000.  A  rundown  of  incidents  on  campus: 

•  Unwanted/Suspicious  Person:  24  incidents 

•  Medical  Calls/Chemical  Accidents:  17  incidents 

•  Theft  Over  $5000: 2  incidents 

•  Theft  Under  $5000: 55  incidents 

•  Property  Damaged,  Break  and  Enter,  and  General  Mischief:  14  incidents 

•  Assaults,  Domestic  Disputes,  and  General  Disputes:  7  incidents 

•  Attempted  Theft:  4  incidents 


Many  thefts  occurred  not  in  open  spaces,  but  from  secured  lockers,  4  of  which  were  located 
in  Hart  House,  and3  in  Edward  Johnson.  On  May  5,  a  trumpet  was  stolen  from  a  locker  in  the 
Edward  Johnson  music  building,  as  well  as  a  flute  worth  nearly  $10,000. 
Of  the  55  thefts  under  $5000, 21  of  the  incidents  occurred  when  personal  property  was  left 
unattended.  Nine  bicycles  were  reported  stolen,  four  of  those  thefts  happening  in  the  area 
around  Robarts  on  May  10-11  alone. 

Incidents  of  a  more  peculiar  type  this  month  included  a  student  who  collapsed  in  Robarts  due 
to  a  lack  of  food  on  April  13,  and  a  noisy  group  of  youths  who  were  caught  in  the  parking  lot  at 
256  McCaul  St.  around  11  p.m.  on  Friday,  May  5,  one  of  them  clutching  a  bottle  of  beer  while 
sitting  behind  the  wheel  of  a  parked  car.  -AMY  SMITHERS 


'BUDGET -CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

through  increased  amounts  for  education," 
she  said. 

What  is  in  the  budget  then?  For  starters, 
come  July  1,  commuter  students  will  be  able 
to  start  claiming  tax  credits  on  the  cost  of 
a  Metropass — a  full-time  student  taking 
transit  for  eight  months  may  get  as  much  as 
$124  in  tax  credits.  Textbook  tax  credits  are 
in  there  too:  full-time  students  will  be  able 
to  claim  up  to  $65  per  month  in  textbook 
costs.  This  could  add  up  to  an  $80  return 
for  a  full-timer. 

But,  Asif  Pirani,  a  fresh  U  of  T  medical 
school  graduate,  pointed  out  that  medical 
students  spend  about  $1,500  on  non-text- 
book materials  during  their  four  years: 
stethoscopes,  otoscopes,  opthalmoscopes, 
and  other  equipment. 

"Generally,  people  buy  the  stuff  all  at 
once,"  said  Pirani,  during  their  first  or  sec- 


ond year.  "It's  something  1  have  to  pay  for 
because  I'm  in  school,  so  1  think  it  should  be 
tax  deductible,"  he  added. 

Dentistry  students  have  it  even  worse: 
their  equipment  costs  run  between  $3,000 
and  $6,000  a  year,  according  to  their  course 
calendar. 

Another  budget  measure,  which  will 
make  all  grant  and  scholarship  income  non- 
taxable, promises  to  impact  graduate  stu- 
dents, such  Tracy  Tivell,  a  PhD  candidate  in 
the  department  of  anthropology. 

"I  have  an  NSERC  [research  grant],  and 
they  give  you  $21,000  a  year,  but  then  you 
end  up  having  to  give  five  or  six  grand  of 
that  back  in  taxes,"  she  said.  "So  probably, 
over  the  last  five  years,  I've  had  to  give  back 
$20,000  in  taxes  on  my  scholarships." 

Unfortunately  for  Tivell,  she  expects  to 
defend  her  thesis  by  late  fall,  so  the  tax 
changes  won't  affect  her  much.  But  other 
graduate  students  will  surely  be  glad. 
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Hit  the  road,  U  of  T 


Now  that  exams  have  mercifully 
come  to  a  close,  most  students  will 
have  begun  to  take  on  (or  look  for) 
some  form  of  employment  that  will 
keep  them  fed  and  sheltered  during 
the  summer  months.  But  before  hun- 
kering down  in  your  offices,  summer 
camps,  and  warehouses  to  make 
some  more  moolah  for  the  alma  ma- 
ter, might  we  humbly  offer  a  sugges- 
tion: if  you  have  the  means,  and  even 
if  you  don't,  take  a  few  days  off  this 
summer  and  get  out  of  town. 

We've  all  been  sequestered  for  too 
long  in  labs  and  libraries.  Now  is  the 
time  to  get  in  touch  with  that  wider 


-  EDITORIAL  " 

world  that  we  too  easily  forget  about 
during  exam  time — a  world  with 
stories,  sights,  and  new  experiences 
galore. 

Young  people  today  have  the  op- 
portunity to  travel  more  than  any 
preceding  generation,  and  it  be- 
hooves us  to  make  use  of  any  chance 
we  get.  Whether  it's  a  return  to  one's 
native  land,  the  tried-and-true  back- 
pack through  Europe,  or  a  baseball- 
themed  road  trip,  some  time  away 
does  wonders  towards  broadening 


our  perspective  and  adding  to  the 
"life  experience"  so  desired  by  em- 
ployers and  grad  schools. 

If  the  thought  of  leaving  the  ol'  red 
and  white  scares  you,  fear  not.  Our 
diversity  in  terms  of  geography  and 
language  is  such  that  it  would  take 
five  or  six  trips  to  truly  appreciate 
the  cultural  amalgam  that  is  Canada. 
Simply  pick  a  region  you  haven't  ex- 
plored yet,  and  hop  a  train — a  small 
town  just  a  few  hours  away  can  feel 
like  a  whole  new  world. 

Cost  can,  of  course,  be  a  hin- 
drance to  travel,  but  it  needn't  be 
with  a  little  planning  and  a  sense 


of  adventure.  Youth  hostels,  host 
families,  and  shared  sleeping  com- 
partments all  provide  the  opportu- 
nity for  memorable  experiences  and 
new  friendships,  while  government 
programs  and  bursaries — such  as 
the  J'Explore  French  immersion 
course — are  unique  and  affordable 
options  for  students. 

It  is  crucial  to  get  out  there  and  see 
how  things  work  in  other  parts  of  the 
world.  The  variety  of  human  experi- 
ence is  just  staggering  and  is  some- 
thing to  be  celebrated.  It's  even  more 
important  to  start  this  exploration 
early,  even  if  it  doesn't  make  total  fi- 


nancial sense  to  do  so,  since  only  by 
going  to  a  place  first  can  you  return 
later  and  see  it  again  with  new  eyes. 

As  Canadian  novelist  Margaret 
Laurence  put  it,  to  visit  somewhere 
is  to  always  have  that  place  with  us 
once  we  leave,  available  in  our  mem- 
ories whenever  we  feel  like  a  return 
trip. 

Before  we  know  it,  school  will  start 
again  and  we  will  once  more  find  our- 
selves barricaded  in  reading  rooms 
and  lecture  halls.  Do  yourself  a  fa- 
vour, and  make  sure  that  when  that 
time  comes  you'll  have  some  exciting 
memories  of  new  lands  to  return  to. 


No  mas  for  Hamas 


But  cutting  aid  not  the  way  to  go  for  Canada 


Adrian  Morson 


In  one  of  the  first  international 
policy  moves  by  Canada's  new  gov- 
ernment, the  Harper  administra- 
tion declared  that  Canada  would 
cut  funding  to  the  new  democrati- 
cally elected  Palestinian  Author- 
ity. I  emphasize  "democratically 
elected"  because  it  is  crucial  to 
remember  that  under  incredible 
hardships — both  domestic  and  in- 
ternational— the  Palestinian  people 
were  out  en  masse  to  exercise  their 
right  to  vote.  And  in  return  for  this 
commitment  to  the  democratic  pro- 
cess, Canada  was  the  first  among 
the  Western  states  to  cut  funding 
to  the  new  Hamas-led  Palestinian 
Authority. 

Our  government's  rationale  was 
simple  enough:  until  Hamas  heeds 
demands  to  renounce  the  use  of 
violence  against  Israel  and  agrees 
to  recognize  Israeli  sovereignty. 
Canada  would  cease  direct  funding 
to  the  P.A.  and  reassess  its  contri- 
butions to  the  various  UN  agencies 
that  administer  programs  in  the  ter- 
ritories, funding  that  together  totals 
$25  million  CAD.  Peter  McKay,  min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs,  put  it  blunt- 
ly: under  the  current  situation,  "not 
a  red  cent"  will  go  to  Hamas  from 
Canada. 

As  the  largest  employer  in  the 
territories,  the  Palestinian  Author- 
ity relies  on  foreign  aid  to  finance 
its  operations.  The  cutting  off  of  aid 
by  Canada  and  other  Western  coun- 
tries will  severely  hamper  the  P.A.'s 
ability  to  effectively  govern  the  area 
and  will  further  burden  an  already 
fragile  economy.  The  World  Bank 
estimates  the  Palestinian  economy 
will  shrink  by  at  least  27  per  cent  in 
2006  alone  because  of  the  termina- 
tion of  foreign  aid.  This  downturn 
will  have  serious  political,  social 


Many  Palestinians  welcomed  the  Hamas  victory  as  a  vote  against  corruption,  but  Canada  has  refused  to  fund  the  militant  group. 


and  economic  repercussions,  and 
will  likely  serve  to  further  margin- 
alize voices  of  moderation  while 
lending  credence  to  more  extreme 
factions. 

The  parliamentary  elections  that 
brought  Hamas  to  power  have  been 
recognized  by  many  experts  as  be- 
ing as  much  a  vote  against  the  ram- 
pant corruption  of  the  secular-na- 
tionalist Fatah  government  as  they 
were  a  vote  for  the  more  hard-line 
Hamas  party.  This  corruption,  cou- 
pled with  Fatah's  inability  to  bring 
to  an  end  the  four-decade-long  Is- 
raeli occupation,  represented  the 


principal  election  issues — that 
Hamas  is  an  Islamist  party  was  not 
of  immediate  concern  to  many  of 
the  voters. 

While  for  long-term  international 
legitimacy  Hamas'  view  of  Israel 
must  evolve  to  a  more  tenable  po- 
sition, it  is  short-sighted  of  Canada 
to  cut  ties  with  the  nascent  govern- 
ment. Hamas  officials  have  already 
indicated  their  willingness  to  begin 
negotiations  with  Israel  on  the  two- 
state  plan  and  have  re-affirmed  their 
commitment  to  the  year-long  cease- 
fire. In  light  of  these  assurances,  a 
more  effective  Canadian  policy  for 


long-term  peace  would  be  to  encour- 
age these  opportunities  and  foster 
the  beginnings  of  a  dialogue. 

Canada's  cessation  of  economic 
aid  to  the  Palestinian  government 
represents  a  blow  to  both  Pales- 
tinian democracy  and  to  Canada's 
reputation  within  a  region  where  it 
has  historically  been  held  in  high 
regard.  While  our  own  government 
is  also  new,  we  should  hope  that  its 
future  policies  for  the  region  and  be- 
yond are  based  more  on  the  values 
and  interests  of  Canadians  than  on 
the  appeasement  of  our  more  tradi- 
tional allies. 


LETTERS 


Great  minds  don't 
memorize 

Re:  Learned  helplessness 
plagues  exams — and  exam 
writers,  April  6 

The  purpose  of  this  institution  is  to 
sort  the  "thinkers"  from  the  concrete 
learners.  The  only  way  to  show  a 
true  understanding  of  a  concept  is 
being  able  to  apply  it  where  you  see 
fit.  This  is  not  high  school  anymore 
where  you  can  breeze  through  a 
course  just  by  memorizing  the  facts. 
I  know  people  who  did  not  do  well  in 
high  school  but  succeeded  at  U  of  T. 
The  reason  is  simple:  they  don't  like 
to  memorize  but  really  are  thinkers 
who  like  to  solve  problems.  I'm  not 
sure  what  year  in  undergrad  this 
writer  is  from,  but  I  think  the  article 
is  written  by  a  frustrated  student 
who  doesn't  really  understand 
higher  education. 

Karen  Zhou 

Tfie  l/ars/tym\comes  letters  from  our 
readers.  Send  letters  (250  words  max.) 
w/ith  your  full  name  &  phone  number  to: 

opinions@thevarstty.ca 

Opinions  submissions 
are  also  welcome. 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE 


Talk  of  intelligent  design  and 
evolution  has  filled  the  airwaves 
and  school  board  debate  rooms 
in  recent  months,  but  what  do 
these  terms  really  mean?  PETER 
O'HAGAN  looks  at  how  faulty 
nomenclature  can  trap  thinkers  on 
both  sides  of  the  issue,  and  reveals 
that  the  divide  between  science  and 
religion  might  not  be  as  wide  as 
commonly  thought.  See  "Intelligent 
Design  debate  keeps  on  evolving" 
online  at  www.thevarsity.ca 
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KIBBUTZ  XND  THG  Cliy 

Can  a  kibbutz  have  wi-fi?  Can  a  nostalgic,  socialist,  Jewish  ideal  be  adapted  to  Los  Angeles,  New  York,  or  Toronto  in  the 
twenty-first  century?  U  of  T  student  DANIEL  ROTH  has  made  up  his  mind  to  find  out 


In  a  dirty,  run-down  apartment 
in  Sderot,  a  city  in  southern  Is- 
rael, I  first  realized  what  1  would 
have  to  go  through  in  order  to 
live  the  socialist  dream. 

There  were  about  30  of  us  packed 
into  three  tiny  apartments  in  a  de- 
crepit, old  building  in  the  slums.  In 
just  one  night  we  found  out  how  hard 
it  was  to  sleep  four  in  one  room,  with 
not  enough  toilet  paper.  Fights  for 
the  cold,  dirty  shower  began  almost 
immediately. 

We  were  there  because  we  were 
traveling  as  a  group  throughout  Is- 
rael to  find  out  what  it  means  to  live 
in  an  urban  kibbutz — a  version  of 
Israel's  communal  farms  where  all 
wealth  is  shared  equally  that  some 
are  trying  to  adapt  to  North  Ameri- 
can cities. 

We  later  found  out  that  a  group  of 
Israelis  who  had  grown  up  living  on 
a  kibbutz  had  moved  to  these  apart- 
ments and  lived  there  for  a  number 
of  years,  in  the  same  conditions  that 
we  found  hard  to  live  with  for  one 
night — all  for  the  kibbutz  ideal. 

I  am  about  to  graduate  with  a  B.A. 
in  something,  and  all  1  keep  thinking 
about  is  the  fact  that  as  of  this  sum- 
mer, 1  can  do  anything,  or  1  can  do 
nothing.  1  feel  like  I  am  about  to  be 
liberated  in  some  way. 

So  what  am  1  going  to  do  when  I 
graduate? 

Despite  the  hawkish  antics  of  Ariel 
Sharon — and  most  Israeli  leaders  in 
the  past  decade — the  holy  land  has 
potent  socialist  roots.  1  did  a  lot  of 
my  growing  up  at  a  summer  camp 
called  Camp  Shomria.  It  is  a  part  of 
a  worldwide  Socialist-Zionist  youth 
movement  called  Hashomer  Hatzair 
(Socialist-Zionism  being  a  type  of 
socialism  crossed  with  a  belief  that 
Israel  is  the  place  that  the  revolution 
will  happen).  The  camp  was  origi- 
nally a  training  farm  for  youth  who 
were  getting  ready  to  move  to  Israel 
to  live,  and  work,  on  a  Kibbutz  in  Isra- 
el. Though  it  does  not  directly  have 
those  same  goals  anymore,  there  are 
some  nostalgic  aspects  that  remain. 
As  a  group  we  all  clean  the  kitchen, 
the  dining  room,  the  bathrooms, 
and  the  grounds.  We  share  the  work 
equally  in  order  to  instill  moderate 
socialist  values  among  the  mem- 
bers. That's  not  to  say  that  there  isn't 
waterskiing  and  'spin-the-bottle'  like 
other  camps — there's  that,  too. 

For  the  last  20  years  or  so,  Hashom- 
er Hatzair  has  been  quite  successful 
at  instilling  its  values.  We  have  each 
taught  and  been  taught  about  Social- 
ist-Zionism, what  it  means;  for  us, 
it's  a  way  we  can  live  our  lives  as  en- 
lightened individuals  in  a  fucked-up 
world.  We  have,  however,  been  less 
successful  at  fulfilling  the  Socialist- 
Zionist  ideology  beyond  education. 

The  Hebrew  word  for  enacting 
one's  ideology  is  hagshama.  It  rough- 
ly translates  to  "precipitation."  For 
example,  when  moisture  in  the  air 
becomes  rain  it  is  precipitating,  or 
fulfilling  its  nature.  When  a  Social- 
ist-Zionist moves  to  Israel  to  live  and 
work  on  a  kibbutz  it  is  known  as  hag- 
shama. 

What  is  a  kibbutz,  exactly?  It's  a  lit- 
tle socialist  paradise  that  is  general- 
ly self-sustaining,  and  often  centred 
on  some  sort  of  agriculture.  I  know 
what  you're  thinking,  and  yes,  most 
of  them  are  beginning  to  privatize. 
But  does  that  mean  that  the  dream 
is  over? 

The  history  of  Israel  is  crowded 


Left:  A  1930's  urban  kibbutz  at  a  flax  processing  plant  in  Lithuania. 
Below  left:  Inside  one  of  the  first  kibbutzim  in  Israel,  in  the  early  twentieth  cen- 
tury. New  kibbutz-ers  can  be  seen  through  the  window. 


with  different  ideologies,  from  the 
highly  militaristic  to  the  pacifistic, 
from  the  intensely  capitalist  to  the 
most  ardent  socialist.  Socialist-Zion- 
ism was  a  central  ideology  in  build- 
ing Israel  since  the  early  twentieth 
century.  Based  on  the  teachings  of 
thinkers  such  as  Martin  Buber  and 
Ber  Borochov,  young  European  Jews 
began  to  reject  the  idea  of  living  the 
same  old  alienated,  oppressed  life 
as  their  parents  in  industrialized  Eu- 
rope. They  began  to  move  in  droves 
to  Israel  and  experiment  with  so- 
cialist living.  This  meant  tearing  up 
university  degrees  and  becoming 
farmers,  living  in  close  quarters  with 
their  chaverim,  or  fellow  socialists. 
The  goal  was  explicitly  revolution- 
ary; erasing  their  alienation  from  the 
land — and  from  each  other — through 
agricultural  work.  These  early  Social- 
ist-Zionists were  not  religious,  and 
even  in  many  cases  before  the  state 
of  Israel  was  established,  advocated 
a  bi-national  state  for  all  people  in 


the.  region,  regardless  of  ethnicity 
or  religion.  Israel  was,  until  about  30 
years  ago,  very  supportive  of  the  kib- 
butz, as  they  saw  the  importance  of 
creating  their  own  infrastructure  in 
everything  from  farming  to  politics. 

One  of  the  goals  of  living  commu- 
nally is  to  try  and  get  past  the  alien- 
ation that  we  all  know  surrounds  us. 
We  pay  psychologists  to  hear  our 
problems,  but  we  can't  seem  to  com- 
municate those  same  problems  to 
our  closest  friends  and  family.  The 
world  we  live  in  divides  us  along  so 
many  different  lines  until  the  only 
one  that  we  feel  comfortable  with  is 
ourselves,  and  the  only  outlets  for 
making  us  feel  better  about  being 
alone  are  movies,  drugs,  and  shop- 
ping. 

Letting  go  of  material  possessions 
and  reframing  money  as  an  unfortu- 
nate, but  necessary  means  for  sur- 
vival in  this  world  is  an  important 
step  in  discovering  what  is  really  im- 
portant in  life  and  creating  relation- 


ships based  on  people,  not  things. 

So  here's  my  plan.  1  will  join  a 
group  of  about  ten  people  from  my 
movement  and  go  to  go  to  Israel 
this  September  for  a  year  to  create 
what  is  known  as  an  urban  kibbutz. 
Hashomer  Hatzair's  members  as  well 
as  a  number  of  others  have  been  do- 
ing this  for  a  few  years  now,  and  we 
want  to  get  in  on  it. 

A  network  of  urban  kibbutzes  (or 
kibbutzim)  are  sprouting  up  every- 
where. Most  are  being  created  by 
young  Israelis  who  grew  up  in  the 
Socialist-Zionist  movement.  These 
young  people  are  rejecting  the  idea 
that  the  kibbutz  has  to  be  a  rural,  agri- 
cultural entity  and  making  it  relevant 
to  urban  centres.  Importantly,  they 
are  also  moving  them  outside  Israel's 
borders.  The  goal:  to  re-establish  the 
movements  as  movements,  rather 
than  the  stagnant,  overly  nostalgic 
communities  that  they  see  their  par- 
ents' kibbutzim  as  having  become. 

So  what  do  you  do  on  an  urban  kib- 
butz, if  not  farm  the  land?  One  of  the 
major  projects  is  social  work.  This 
can  include  anything  from  working 
with  people  who  live  in  poverty,  to 
doing  activist  projects,  all  while  work- 
ing a  day  job  to  make  sure  the  group 
has  enough  money.  The  groups  tend 
to  put  all,  or  most,  of  their  material 
goods  and  money  into  a  central  pile 
that  the  group  shares. 

The  people  building  this  move- 
ment see  urban  centres  as  the  most 
important  places  to  be.  They  see  the 
old  kibbutz  as  cut  off  from  what's 
really  going  on  in  Israel,  what's  re- 
ally important.  The  old  kibbutz  is  a 
nice  place  to  raise  a  family,  but  the 
city  contains  the  poverty,  the  dirt, 
and  the  things  that  need  to  be  fixed 
today. 

When  I  visited  one  of  these  urban 
kibbutzim,  someone  asked  how  they 
felt  not  doing  agricultural  work,  so 
central  to  the  ideals  of  the  classic 
kibbutz.  Nomika,  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  urban  kibbutz  who  had  lived  in 
those  dingy  apartments  that  1  men- 
tioned above,  replied  that  farming 
was  the  pioneering  work  of  one  hun- 
dred years  ago.  What  is  going  on  now 
is  the  pioneering  work  of  now. 


A  group  of  us  will  start  out  by 
learning  Hebrew  daily,  while  living 
communally.  We  are  going  to  share 
our  money,  our  time,  our  thoughts, 
and  our  feelings. 

The  next  step  is  volunteering.  We 
may  end  up  teaching  or  building. 
We  want  to  work  with  some  part  of 
Israel's  Arab  population.  There  are 
a  number  of  things  we  could  do  to 
help  make  Israel  a  better  place,  but 
working  with  Arabs  seems  appropri- 
ate. Since  we  are  focused  on  ending 
alienation,  why  not  work  with  people 
who  are  the  most  alienated  in  Israeli 
society? 

Many  questions  remain,  and  will 
remain  long  after  this  journey  is 
over.  For  example,  how  relevant  is 
this  going  to  be  for  North  Americans 
who  don't  want  to  move  to  Israel? 
Can  these  networks  grow  here?  Can 
they  be  relevant  for  more  than  a  few 
people? 

I'm  not  sure  if  1  am  carving  out  a 
new  stream,  or  if  I'm  going  against 
the  tide.  I'm  not  even  sure  that  1  won't 
end  up  in  a  stagnant  puddle  waiting 
for  evaporation.  All  1  really  know  is 
that  it's  hard  to  find  something  that 
1  feel  strongly  about,  but  this  might 
be  it.  I'll  just  have  to  do  it  to  find  out, 
since  the  goal  is  to  "precipitate"  my 
ideals.  Theory  must  become  prac- 
tice. 

I'm  not  sure  what  will  happen  af- 
ter this  year.  I  might  stay  there  and 
continue  on,  or  I  might  try  to  bring 
the  revolution  over  here.  I  keep  ask- 
ing myself,  "What  the  fuck  am  I  do- 
ing? Am  1  ready  to  live  in  a  small, 
dirty  apartment,  fighting  over  toilet 
paper?  How  does  a  small  group  of 
twenty-somethings  best  share  the 
little  money  they  have?  Do  1  have 
anything  to  offer  the  people  that  1 
want  to  help?" 

Two  answers  repeat  themselves 
over  and  over  again.  The  first  is  "Holy 
Shit!!"  The  other  one  is,  "I  don't  really 
know  yet." 

1  am  doing  it,  so  1  guess  we'll  see. 

Call  Hashomer  Hatzair  lor  more 
information:  (416)  736-1339.  Useful 
links  can  also  be  found  on  their 
website,  hashomerhatzair.ca. 


6    MONDAY,  MAY  15, 2006 


VARSITY  SCIENCE 


science@thevarsity.ca 


//SCIENCE  IN  BRIEF 


Primordial  bug  debunks 
debate? 

For  decades,  the  origin  of  life  lias  been 
a  subject  of  war  for  two  camps  of  sci- 
entific thought — a  war  that  an  ancient 
undersea  microbe  now  puts  to  rest.  By 
metabolizing  carbon  monoxide  into 
methane  and  vinegar,  this  particular 
specie  (formally  known  as  M.  acetiv- 
orans)  derives  energy  from  a  previ- 
ously unknown  biochemical  process. 
It  was  this  mechanism  that  inspired 
two  laboratories  in  Penn  State  to  sug- 
gest that  life  evolved  to  make  energy 
first  and  foremost,  and  then  evolved 
to  fix  carbon.  As  a  result,  the  two  war- 
ring theories  of  heterotrophic  and 
chemoautotrophic  origins  of  life  may 
be  debunked  entirely  and  further  stud- 
ies into  these  "methane-belching  bugs' 
looms  large. 
-SANDY  HUEN 

Source:  Penn  State  news  service 


Coffee,  tea,  a  camel 
and  me 


Coming  soon  to  drugstores  near  you — 
a  caffeine  thermometer  for  your  steam- 
ing cup  of  joe.  Researchers  in  St.  Louis 
are  developing  a  portable  and  conve- 
nient "dipstick"  to  accurately  measure 
the  amount  of  caffeine  in  a  cup  of  cof- 
fee, tea,  even  soda.  Curiously,  the  caf- 
feine test  is  based  on  the  ability  of  lla- 
mas and  camels  to  produce  antibodies 
that  withstand  the  high  temperatures 
of  a  hot  brewed  beverage — around 
194  degrees  Fahrenheit.  By  injecting 
the  animals  with  a  caffeine-linked  pro- 
tein, the  researchers  were  able  to  elicit 
an  immune  response  and  isolate  the 
antibody  responsible.  The  caffeine- 
specific  antibody  reacts  little  with 
other  caffeine-like  compounds  in  teas 
and  hence  measures  caffeine  content 
with  high  accuracy.  And  now  that  the 
antibody  sequence  has  been  isolated, 
producing  portable  caffeine  thermom- 
eters on  par  with  the  more  sophisticat- 
ed equipment  is  only  a  stone's  throw 
away. 
-S.H. 

Source:  Washington  University  School 
of  Medicine  news  service. 

We  prescribe  daily  light 
exercise 

What  can  travel  faster  than  the  speed 
of  light?  According  to  researchers  at 
the  University  of  Rochester,  the  answer 
is  light  in  reverse.  Theory  had  long  pre- 
dicted that  light  could  be  sent  back- 
wards, but  observing  the  phenomenon 
itself  was  another  matter  entirely.  The 
same  team  had  recently  demonstrated 
light  slower  than  an  airplane,  then  light 
faster  than  light  itself.  Now,  with  the 
mathematical  oddity  of  negative  speed 
proven  faster  than  light,  what  will  the 
next  exercise  in  light  be? 
-S.H. 

Source:  Science 


// ONLINE  EXCLUSIVES 


Log  in: 

Check  out  www.thevarsity.ca 
on  May  17th  for  an  online  exclusive 
of  JANE  GOODALL's  Natural  City 
lecture  at  Con  Hall. 


Salamanders  scurry  about  UTM 

The  Jefferson  salamander  is  looking  for  a  habitat  -preferably  one  in  southwestern  Ontario  with  a  forest 
of  elm,  oak,  maple,  and  a  cozy  pond  for  breeding.  Luckily,  UTM  fits  the  bill  -SABEEN  ABBAS  reports. 


The  Streetsville  area  of  Missis- 
sauga  is  home  to  one  of  the  few 
remaining  populations  of  the 
threatened  Jefferson  salamander.  As 
the  first  identified  Canadian  popula- 
tion, the  UTM  site  was  stumbled  upon 
in  1976  by  an  Erindale  graduate  stu- 
dent researching  his  thesis.  Recently, 
urban  expansion  and  development 
in  southwestern  Ontario  destroys 
and  degrades  the  habitat  of  the  Jef- 
ferson salamander,  threatening  its 
existence. 

Since  their  discovery,  the  Jefferson 
salamanders  act  as  indicator  species, 
signalling  the  health  of  the  entire  eco- 
system. 

"Since  the  adult  salamanders 
live  largely  underground  in  natural 
cavities  in  undisturbed  forest  floors, 
their  presence  is  a  guaranteed  indi- 
cator that  the  land  around  them  has 
been  relatively  undisturbed  for  quite 
awhile,"  writes  associate  professor 
Nicholas  Collins  of  the  biology  de- 
partment at  UTM  in  an  email  corre- 
spondence. 

Data  suggests  the  existence  of  13 
sites  in  three  main  areas  of  southern 
Ontario.  At  the  UTM  site.  Environ- 
ment Canada  and  Credit  Valley  Con- 
servation will  fund  research  by  UTM 
faculty  and  students  to  understand 
the  biology  of  the  secretive  salaman- 
ders. Their  research  aims  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  current  population 
is  healthy  and  if  the  breeding  pond  is 
in  danger  of  filling  in  or  otherwise  be- 
coming unsuitable  for  the  population. 

"We're  also  measuring  how  often 
the  area  inhabited  by  the  salaman- 
ders is  disturbed  by  people  and  pets, 
and  doing  some  inventories  of  micro- 
habitats  known  to  be  used  by  the  sala- 
manders," says  Collins. 

With  a  lifespan  of  up  to  30  years, 
female  and  male  salamanders  breed 
in  late  March.  Salamanders  spend  the 
rest  of  the  summer  and  fall  in  the  for- 


For  the  threatened  Jefferson  salamander,  limited  housing  is  a  problem  researchers  at  UTM  strive  to  solve.  And  being  protected  by 
law  against  harassment,  studying  the  salamanders  proves  a  challenge  to  biologists  and  reporters  alike. 


ested  areas  surrounding  the  breed- 
ing pond  and  winter  in  underground 
sites.  Survival  rates  for  both  larvae 
and  young  Jefferson  salamanders  are 
unknown. 

"The  populations  are,  as  far  as  I 
know,  relatively  local  and  small,  so 
that  if  they  go  extinct,  the  site  is  un- 
likely to  be  re-colonized.  Bottom  line 
is,  if  they  are  there  now,  that's  good 
evidence  of  a  relatively  continuous 
long-term  stable  condition  in  the  im- 
mediate area,"  says  Collins. 

Small  populations  are  susceptible 
to  local  extinction  due  to  chance 


events  such  as  floods,  fire,  or  other 
catastrophes.  At  the  UTM  site,  cur- 
rent population  size  and  trends  are 
unknown. 

The  presence  of  triploid  individuals 
in  the  population  further  complicates 
our  understanding  of  salamander 
populations.  Jefferson  salamanders 
interbreed  with  the  closely  related 
Blue-Spotted  salamanders  to  produce 
hybrid  offspring.  The  offspring  contain 
a  triploid  chromosome  number,  two 
copies  from  the  Jefferson  salamander 
and  one  copy  from  the  Blue-spotted 
salamander.  Hybrids  are  difficult  to 


distinguish  from  the  parent  species 
by  sight  alone.  That  means  identifica- 
tion of  the  Jefferson  salamander  often 
requires  genetic  analysis. 

In  order  to  reverse  the  habitation 
threats  to  the  salamander  population, 
Dr.  Collins  suggests  that,  "minimal 
disruption  or  change  and  vigilance  to 
recognize  subtle  negative  influences 
is  needed." 

The  Jefferson  salamander  is  listed 
in  the  Ontario  Fish  and  Wildlife  Con- 
servation Act,  which  protects  the  Jef- 
ferson salamander  against  killing,  ha- 
rassment or  capture. 


When  science  bites  back 


Sandy  Huen 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 


The  New  Scientist  has  long  boast- 
ed its  ability  to  entice  any  kind  of 
reader,  from  the  would-be  scientist 
to  the  Nobel-laureate,  a  fact  that  is 
all  the  more  evident  in  their  newly 
released  and  international  best- 
seller. Does  Anything  Eat  Wasps? 

The  book  is  a  compilation  of 
popular  science  questions  written 
entirely  by  readers  of  the  New  Sci- 
entist. 

"We  get  questions  from  all 
around  the  world  from  our  read- 
ers," explains  Ivan  Semeniuk,  U.S. 
Bureau  Chief  for  New  Scientist  and 
U  of  T  alumnus.  These  questions 
range  anywhere  from  poignant 
contemplations  on  our  universe 
to  the  bodily  science  of  exactly 
how  long  a  person  can  live  on  beer 
alone. 

"Instead  of  doing  the  obvious 
thing,  which  is  to  find  some  world 
expert. ..we  actually  throw  the 
question  back  to  the  readers  and 
they  themselves  answer  the  ques- 
tions." 

And  with  a  worldwide  commu- 
nity of  science  know-it-alls  at  their 
fingertips,  the  New  Scientist  picks 
out  the  better  answers — or  the 


most  entertaining — and  publishes 
it  in  their  latest  issue. 

"We  have  this  column  in  the 
magazine  called  the  'Last  Word'," 
Semeniuk  says.  "It's  really  almost 
like  a  competition  to  have  the  last 
word,  literally.  Who  can  give  the 
best  explanation?" 

Of  course,  the  best  explanations 
are  not  always  written  by  your 
neighbourhood  PhD  candidate,  but 
by  the  soccer  mom  or  determined 
6th  grader  writing  in  the  spirit  of 
fun  and  curiosity. 


"We  actually  had  one  question 
that  led  to  a  scientific  paper,"  Se- 
meniuk says. 

The  question  dealt  with  Tia  Ma- 
ria, a  coffee  liqueur,  and  its  curious 
reaction  when  introduced  with  18 
per  cent  table  cream.  Readers  had 
decided  the  pattern  of  mixing  was 
due  to  the  alcohol  and  fat  in  the 
cream  reacting — and  were  ousted 
by  a  team  of  mystified  physicists  in 
Spain  and  California. 

"They  did  an  intensive  labora- 
tory study  with  Tia  Maria  and  with 


other  pure  substances  and  it  led 
to  a  paper  about  exactly  what  the 
phenomenon  was  doing,"  Semeni- 
uk enthuses. 

"We're  drawing  on  a  really  eclec- 
tic and  diverse  readership  to  do 
the  explaining  for  us  and  some 
of  them  are  fantastic,"  Semeniuk 
says.  "There's  a  certain  energy  to 
the  column  that  never  seems  to  go 
away  because  you're  always  hear- 
ing those  different  voices." 

With  readership  at  over  half  a 
million,  the  fast  pace  of  the  'Last 
Word'  and  Does  Anything  Eat 
Wasps?  is  translating  to  a  growing 
global  interest  into  the  science  of 
life — or  of  booze. 

"There's  an  inordinate  number 
of  questions  about  alcohol  which 
reflects  the  British  base  of  the 
magazine,"  Semeniuk  comments. 

But  one  question  remains:  can 
we  trust  these  explanations  to  be 
scientifically  correct?  After  all, 
booze,  not  to  mention  that  beer- 
only  diet,  is  a  subject  of  unusual 
fondness  among  university  cam- 
puses. Can  we  really  trust  this 
motley  crew  of  scientists  and  sci- 
entist-wannabes to  be  right? 

"Yes,"  Semeniuk  confirms.  "As 
much  as  you  can  trust  any  roomful 
of  scientists." 
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What's  Up,  Hot  Doc? 


Red  hot  doc  test  heats  up 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


U  of  T's  St.  George  campus  was  buzz- 
ing at  the  dawn  of  May,  and  it  wasn't 
because  of  exams.  Television  crews 
hosted  interviews  amid  the  school's 
historic  sites,  and  long  line-ups  of  film 
aficionados  stretched  around  venues 
like  the  Isabel  Bader  Theatre  and  Innis 
Town  Hall.  What  was  all  this  swanky 
commotion  about?  Hot  Docs! 

Now  in  its  13th  year,  and  premier- 
ing  101  international  documentaries. 
Hot  Docs  serves  as  a  launch  pad  for 
films  seeking  industry  attention,  and 
is  renowned  for  being  North  America's 
largest  documentary  festival. 

With  box  office  figures  for  docu- 
mentary films  on  the  rise  following  the 
success  of  Michael  Moore's  Bowling 
for  Columbine  and  Fahrenheit  911  (and 
those  blasted  marching  penguins) 
it  is  no  coincidence  that  Hot  Docs  is 
celebrating  a  record  year.  Attendance 
at  the  festival  has  risen  by  25  percent 
with  50,000  audience  members  and 
1,800  industry  reps  showing  up  at  the 
screenings. 

The  festival  even  garnered  the  at- 
tention of  Hollywood  A-listers  Dustin 
Hoffman,  Natalie  Portman,  and  Gael 
Garcia  Bernal  who  all  turned  up  for  the 
screening  of  Wordplay. 

The  success  of  Hot  Docs,  and  docu- 
mentary films  in  general,  is  a  testa- 
ment to  the  fact  that  images  of  the  real 
world  are  more  engaging  than  most 
Hollywood  concoctions.  And  with  the 
current  events  being  as  interesting  as 
they  are,  there  is  a  good  chance  that 
the  festival's  success  will  continue. 

So  without  further  adieu,  here's  the 
low  down  on  what's  hot,  and  what's  not 
at  this  year's  Hot  Docs. 

Fuck 

(dir.  Steve  Anderson) 

Fuck  you.  Fuck  me.  Fuck  off.  These 
phrases  and  more  are  discussed  in 
first-time  filmmaker  Steve  Anderson's 
look  at  the  queen  mother  of  all  dirty 
words,  the  f-bomb.  Comedians,  lin- 
guists, gonzo  journalists,  reverends, 
and  rappers  alike  weighed  in  on  the 
implications  of  what  the  word  means 
to  a  rapidly  dividing  America.  The  big- 
gest laughs  from  the  sold-out  Friday 
screening  came  from  talking  head  Pat 
Boone,  a  conservative  1950's  heart- 
throb-turned-born-again  Christian 
suggesting  that  his  own  surname  be 
substituted  instead  of  the  almighty 
curse  word  itself.  (Somehow,  "We  got 
totally  booned  last  night!"  just  doesn't 
sound  as  satisfying...)  While  Ander- 
son's documentary  is  an  entertaining 
look  at  language,  U.S.  political  anxiet- 
ies, and  human  repression,  too  much 
reliance  on  flashy  graphics  and  anima- 
tion stoped  the  viewer  from  grasping 
the  core  message.  Essentially,  when  it 
comes  to  America,  we're  fucked  either 
way— CHANDLER  LEVACK 

Rating:  VW":^ " 

The  Railroad  Allstars 

(dir.  Cfiema  Rodriguez) 

How  do  two-dollar  hookers  raise 
awareness  of  the  violence  their  oc- 
cupation invites?  Playing  soccer  may 
not  seem  like  the  obvious  answer,  but 
that's  exactly  what  a  group  of  South 
American  prostitutes  do  in  Chema 
Rodriguez's  film.  The  Railroad  Allstars. 
Hailing  from  a  degenerate  wasteland 
by  some  Guatemalan  train  tracks, 
where  protection  is  a  perpetual  dream 
and  respect  is  a  passing  notion,  the 
ensemble  of  surprisingly  articulate 


women  turn  to  competition  to  win  at- 
tention for  their  cause.  However,  even 
playing  soccer  turns  out  to  be  prob- 
lematic for  the  women  of  ill  repute, 
since  their  cause  is  one  which  society 
would  rather  ignore.  Rodriguez's  film 
exhibits  a  profound  admiration  for  the 
group,  who  maintain  a  buoyant  nature 
despite  the  sordid  conditions  they  en- 
dure. Even  though  the  ladies  never  win 
a  game,  their  relentless  hope  is  noth- 
ing short  of  inspirational.  — RADHEYAN 
SIMONPILLAI 

Rating:  VYVv¥ 

The  World  According  to  Sesame 
Street 

(dir.  Linda  Goldstein  Knowlton,  Linda 
Hawkins) 

With  all  the  horrors  and  tragedies  in 
the  world  today,  we  need  films  like 
this  to  restore  faith  in  the  human  race. 
This  beautiful,  wonderful  work  docu- 
ments the  evolving  history  of  Sesame 
Street.  The  film  focuses  on  Sesame  co- 
productions  in  Bangladesh,  Kosovo, 
and  South  Africa,  and  the  people  who 
come  together  in  those  areas  to  give 
hope  to  some  of  the  world's  most  dis- 
advantaged children.  A  message  of 
mutual  respect  and  hope  for  a  better 
future  combine  with  the  basic  edu- 
cational agenda  of  Sesame  Street,  but 


in  formats  tailored  to  each  specific 
country.  Design  teams  from  both  the 
United  States  and  the  co-production 
countries  create  indigenous  Muppets 
and  "Streets",  with  local  languages 
being  dubbed  over  classic  American 
segments.  Towards  the  end  of  the  film, 
a  village  square  in  a  Bengali  town  is 
shown  crowded  with  children,  waiting 
excitedly  as  a  man  wheels  in  a  televi- 
sion on  a  cart.  He  attaches  the  set  to 
a  car  battery,  and  the  faces  of  the  kids 
light  up  as  Sesame  Street  comes  to  life 
on  the  screen.  The  children's  beaming 
faces  were  aptly  mirrored  by  those  of 
the  audience  at  the  screening  of  this 
charming  and  affecting  film. 
—JENNIFER  FABRO 

Rating:  WWV 

Citadel 

(dir.  Atom  Egoyan) 

We've  all  been  there.  You're  a  guest  in 
someone's  home,  and  all  of  a  sudden 
it  happens.  You're  abruptly  forced  to 
take  a  seat  in  the  living  room  while 
the  bubbly  host  readies  the  VCR,  DVD 
player  or  (if  you're  really  unlucky)  slide 
projector  and  subjects  you  to  an  in- 
depth  analysis  of  his  family  vacation 
to  God-knows-where.  Sitting  there,  you 
can't  help  but  think  to  yourself,  "Why 
am  I  watching  this?"  So,  you  crank  up 


that  smile  and  feign  interest  while  he 
describes  why  he  shot  this  and  that, 
and  then  tries  to  muster  up  some  rev- 
elation or  deeper  meaning  about  the 
trip,  as  if  going  on  vacation  requires  a 
grand  justification!  This  is  exactly  what 
watching  Atom  Egoyan's  recalibrated 
travelogue.  Citadel,  is  like.  Essentially  it 
is  a  collection  of  home  videos  that  the 
celebrated  director  shot  on  his  family's 
trip  to  Lebanon  edited  together  as  an 
experiment  in  the  documentary  genre. 
Egoyan,  whose  impressive  body  of 
work  (which  includes  the  acclaimed 
films  Exotica,  The  Sweet  Hereafter) 
could  lure  many  an  unsuspecting  cine- 
phile  to  a  theatre  seat,  positions  the 
film  as  both  a  love  song  to  his  wife  and 
a  future  epistle  to  his  son.  With  self- 
deprecating  humour  that  rarely  hits 
the  mark,  this  dry  exercise  of  Ego's 
own  flatulence  falls  fabulously  flat. 
Maybe  you  just  had  to  be  there.  — RS 

Rating:  VvW 

Uganda  Rising 

(din  Jesse  James  Miller,  Pete  McCormack) 

Not  for  the  faint  of  heart,  Uganda  Ris- 
ing aims  to  expose  viewers  to  the 
graphic  violence  and  ongoing  ethnic 
strife  which  still  occur  in  what  many 
people  wrongly  assume  is  a  stable  Af- 
rican nation.  While  filmmakers  Jesse 


James  Miller  and  Pete  McCormack  re- 
trace the  missteps  towards  massacre 
back  to  the  arbitrary  borders  drawn 
by  British  colonial  overseers,  the  film's 
main  focus  is  the  disturbing  practice  of 
child  conscription.  Since  armed  con- 
flict broke  out  between  Government 
troops  under  the  command  of  former 
rebel  Yoweri  Museveni  and  a  new  rebel 
faction  called  The  Lord's  Resistance 
Army  in  1986,  the  LRA  has  succeeded 
in  abducting  more  than  twenty-five 
thousand  children  from  crowded  dis- 
placement camps  in  Northern  Uganda. 
Apparently  receiving  his  gruesome 
orders  from  God,  the  LRA's  prophetic 
leader  Joseph  Kony  forces  these  "new 
recruits" — some  as  young  as  ten — to 
commit  acts  of  unimaginable  horror 
against  their  own  families,  enemies  of 
the  LRA,  captured  civilians  and  even 
each  other.  The  idea  being  to  force- 
fashion  large  groups  of  impression- 
able children  into  masochistic  killing 
machines.  One  young  abduction  sur- 
vivor recalls  how  he  was  forced — with 
an  AK-47  trained  on  his  head — to  cut 
down  a  large  tree  with  a  machete  and 
then  use  the  thick  branches  to  smash 
the  heads  of  seven  captured  villagers. 
Once  the  seven  were  bludgeoned  to 
death  he  was  forced  to  lick  the  bloody 
brain  matter  that  spilt  from  the  heads 
of  each  of  his  victims.  He  was  only  thir- 
teen at  the  time.  Cut  together  with  ex- 
pert interviews  from  politico  luminar- 
ies Noam  Chomsky  and  Canada's  own 
Lloyd  Axworthy,  the  horror  of  Uganda 
Rising  makes  everyday  grief  (like  the 
high  price  of  theatre  popcorn)  seem 
totally  absurd.  —JORDAN  BIMM 

Rating:  VWW 


Wordplay 

(din  Patrick  Creadon) 

Who  would  have  thought  that  a  docu- 
mentary about  one  of  the  most  solitary 
American  pastimes  could  become  the 
hottest  commodity  on  the  festival  cir- 
cuit? However,  that's  just  what  Patrick 
Creadon's  festive  ode  to  the  crossword 
puzzle  does.  The  film  pivots  itself 
on  the  antics  of  the  New  York  Times 
crossword  editor.  Will  Shortz,  who 
graduated  from  Indiana  University  in 
a  program  of  his  own  design — enigma- 
tology!  Moving  letter  by  letter  through 
Shortz's  eccentric  workflow  and  show- 
ing the  enthusiastic  reception  the  puz- 
zles get  from  his  legion  of  fans  (who 
include  Jon  Stewart  and  Bill  Clinton) 
Wordplay  comically  reveals  how  one 
of  the  most  overlooked  cultural  diver- 
sions is  to  many  nothing  short  of  a  re- 
ligious devotion.  Within  this  covenant  , 
we  get  to  know  the  "puzzle  gurus,"  who 
are  to  the  crossword  what  Trekkies 
are  to  the  Starship  Enterprise.  These 
individuals  gather  annually  at  Shortz' 
American  Crossword  Puzzle  Tourna- 
ment, a  showdown  that  feels  less  like 
pencil  and  paper  drudgery  and  more 
like  the  100-metre  dash.  Just  like  its 
subject  matter.  Wordplay  may  amount 
to  an  insignificant  passing  of  time,  but 
its  a  rollicking  good  one  at  that.  As 
for  the  final  verdict  on  the  film,  here's 

a  clue:  Marvel's   Four. 

— RS 


Rating:  WW^/ 
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The  quack  is  back 

Who's  hot  and  who's  not  in  the  NHL  playoffs . 


Justin  Panos 


With  this  year's  Conference  Semi- 
final picture  merely  brush  stroi<es 
away  from  being  completed,  here 
is  a  rundown  on  what  has  been 
hot,  and  not,  in  the  NHL  playoffs 
thus  far. 

Hot  Team  from  the  West: 
The  Anaheim  Ducks 

Their  sweep  of  the  once-mighty 
Colorado  Avalanche  Thursday 
night  caused  a  few  eye-popping 
headlines  as  the  Ducks  were  the 
first  of  four  teams  to  advance  to 
the  conference  finals.  Anaheim 
will  have  at  least  a  week  before 
they  face  their  Western  counter- 
part, the  survivor  of  the  Edmonton 
and  San  Jose  series,  and  whoever 
emerges  will  undoubtedly  be  in  for 
a  rough  time. 

Mind-Numbingly  Hot: 
The  Duck's  Flying  D 

As  any  NHL  historian  can  attest, 
a  good  defense  held  by  stalwart 
goal-keeping  is  the  first  ingredient 
in  a  championship  team.  Headed 
by  streaking  rookie  goalie  Igor 
Bryzgalov,  the  Ducks  negated  Col- 
orado's power-play  24  times  and 
have  reached  a  staggering  total  of 
36  consecutive  penalties  killed  in 
the  playoffs.  Bryzgalov's  outstand- 
ing performance,  two  shutouts  to 
add  to  his  249  minutes  of  scoreless 
playoff  hockey,  two  road  wins,  and 
40  shots  saved  in  the  series  clinch- 
er, echoes  the  replaced  Jean-Se- 


While  goalie  Dominick  Hasek  is  known  for  his  icy  grip  on  the  puck  and  freezing  opposing  offences,  his  grip  on  the  ice-pack  has  let 
down  the  Ottawa  Senators  this  postseason. 


bastien  Giguere's  unconsciously 
solid  net-minding  in  Anaheim's 
2003  postseason.  A  little  offense 
helps  too,  and  thanks  to  winger 
Jeffrey  Lupul's  four-goal  night  in 
game  three's  overtime  victory,  the 
Ducks  can  sit  and  await  the  oppo- 
sition. 


Not  Hot  Enough  To  Trot: 
The  San  Jose  sharks 

After  going  up  two  games,  the  Sharks 
lost  the  following  two  at  Edmonton 
in  gut-punching  fashion.  Oiler  Shawn 
Horcpff  buried  the  winning  goal  in 
the  third  period  of  overtime  in  game 
three,  and  the  Sharks  gave  up  three 


goals  in  the  third  period  of  Edmon- 
ton's 6-3  win  Friday  to  even  the  series 
at  2-2.  San  Jose  had  to  be  disheart- 
ened after  playing  42  overtime  min- 
utes with  nothing  to  show  for  it,  and 
then  let  game  four  get  out  of  hand  in 
a  big  away.  The  Oilers  are  riding  the 
momentum  train  and  it  might  be  too 


strong  for  the  Sharks  to  derail. 

Player  Too  Busy  Icing  Groin  To  Be 
Hot:  Dominick  Hasek 

With  Hasek  in  between  the  pipes, 
pre-season  prognosticators  pegged 
the  Sens  as  the  top  team  in  the  East- 
ern Conference.  Hasek  was  unable  to 
return  from  a  groin  injury  suffered  in 
February's  Olympics,  and  the  series 
with  Buffalo  showed  how  valuable  he 
could  have  been.  Each  of  the  games 
played  were  decided  by  one  goal, 
three  of  them  in  overtime,  and  Otta- 
wa lost  all  of  their  home  games.  In  the 
end  bad  luck,  coupled  with  Buffalo's 
speed  in  Daniel  Briere  and  Maxim 
Afinoganov,  foiled  the  Senators  run 
for  the  Cup. 


Hot  Team  from  the  East: 
The  Carolina  Hurricanes 

While  the  New  Jersey  Devils  took 
game  four  because  they  were  able 
to  exploit  Carolina's  sloppy  play,  the 
Hurricanes  have  been  doing  it  all 
series.  Falling  prey  to  a  bevy  of  bad 
bounces,  the  Devils  lost  their  first 
round  lustre  and  looked  nothing  like 
the  team  that  disbanded  the  New 
York  Rangers  in  four.  The  Hurricanes 
have  been  getting  production  from 
their  stars  Rob  Brind'Amour  and  Eric 
Staal,  and  back-up  goalie  Cam  Ward 
has  garnered  an  incredible  L87  goals 
against  average  in  the  postseason. 
With  the  Hurricanes  putting  New 
Jersey  to  bed  last  night,  I  reckon  they 
will  squeak  by  the  Sabres  to  face  Ana- 
heim in  the  final. 


CORRECTION  :  On  the  April  6  issue  of  The  Varsity,  we  published  a 
photo  of  Miss  Universe  Canada  2006  that  captioned  her  as  Natalie 
Glebova.  In  actuality  that  was  Alice  Panikian,  while  Miss  Glebova  was 
the  2005  winner.  The  Varsity  regrets  the  error. 
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Domo  Gozaimasu, 
Japanese  Basketball 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


Men's  Basketball  returned  from  a 
week-long  exhibition  tour  of  Japan 
Wednesday,  going  3-0  against  their 
Japanese  counterparts.  The  Blues 
coasted  on  the  court  during  the 
trip,  out-playing  the  opposition  on 
the  boards  and  on  the  perimeter  as 
they  defeated  University  of  Tsukuba 
82-78,  University  of  Tokai  65-52,  and 


Tohoku  Gakuin  University  94-78 
over  the  past  week.  Forward  Mike 
Williams,  who  notched  62  points 
in  the  three  games,  led  the  Blues  in 
scoring. 

Using  a  shortened  nine-man  ro- 
tation during  the  exhibition  series 
due  to  an  influx  of  injuries  and 
exam  conflicts,  the  Blues  were  able 
to  limit  their  Japanese  opponents 
despite  the  shortened  bench  and 
jet  lag.  Head  coach  Mike  Katz  cited 


the  team  effort  needed  in  the  three 
victories,  along  with  the  team's  size 
and  consistant  perimeter  defence 
as  key  measures  in  attaining  the  un- 
defeated record. 

The  Blues  went  16-8  last  season 
in  Ontario  University  Athletic  play, 
ending  a  17-year  drought  of  15  wins 
or  less,  but  lost  in  the  quarter-finals 
to  Queen's  Golden  Gaels.  Williams 
was  named  Defensive  Player  of  the 
Year  in  the  OUA  East. 


OUA  votes  yea  on  first  year 
athletic  awards 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


In  what  was  deemed  a  "significant 
day  in  OUA  history"  by  its  outgoing 
president  David  Dubois,  the  Ontario 
University  Athletics  institutions  will 
allow  first-year  Athletic  Financial 
Awards  when  the  2007/2008  season 
commences. 

The  OUA's  Board  of  Directors  voted 
16-3  Wednesday  to  allow  entering  stu- 
dent-athletes the  chance  to  receive 
$3,500  annually  from  their  university. 
Students  eligible  would  have  yet  to 
complete  two  full  semesters  of  study 


in  one  academic  year  at  the  Cana- 
dian university  they  are  attending, 
and  have  an  average  of  at  least  80  per 
cent.  By  allowing  first  year  students 
the  chance  to  reap  athletic  awards, 
coaches  will  be  able  to  recruit  more 
highly  sought  after  players. 


The  move,  which  had  been  op- 
posed in  past  years  under  the  notion 
that  it  would  foster  athlete-first  envi- 
ronments, maintains  the  OUA's  persis- 
tence in  acquiring  the  best  and  bright- 
est student-athletes,  Dubois  said. 

"It  is  clear  that  our  student  ath- 
letes are  intelligent,  hard-working 
individuals  in  both  the  classroom 
and  on  the  playing  field,"  he  said  in  a 
press  release.  "If  first-year  students 
can  receive  academic  awards,  then  it 
only  makes  sense  that  those  athletes 
who  meet  the  strict  requirements  of 
our  universities  be  rewarded  for  their 
achievements,  as  well." 
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This  November,  Bahar  Aminvaziri,  a  U  of  T  Engineering  graduate  student  who  was  selected  as  North  Yorlt's  City  Idol,  dreams  of  injecting  life  into  city  policy. 

STORMING  CITY  HALL 


Malcolm  Johnston 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Put  one  hundred  political  junkies  up  on 
stage,  have  them  debate  policy,  deliver 
speeches,  and  field  questions  from  the 
media,  then  have  the  audience  vote  for 
their  favourite  contender.  The  prize? 
Lots  of  publicity  and  a  team  of  volun- 
teers to  assist  the  winners'  campaigns 
for  Toronto  city  council.  Think  of  it  as 
Canadian  Idol  gone  political. 

And  a  U  of  T  student  has  taken  one  of 
the  top  spots. 

After  seeing  a  mere  38  per  cent  of 
voters  turn  up  at  the  last  municipal 
election,  and  seeing  how  many  can- 
didates for  city  council  become  ac- 
claimed due  to  lack  of  competition,  city 


busybody  Dave  Meslin  felt  compelled 
to  jumpstart  civic  interest  in  municipal 
politics. 

eslin  created  the  City  Idol  compe- 
tition, part  of  a  larger  project  called 
"Who  Runs  This  Town?"  to  buck  the 
apathy  trend  and  stimulate  voter  turn- 
out. 

"From  the  air  we  breathe,  to  the 
water  we  drink  to  the  quality  of  our 
workplace  and  neighbourhoods,  po- 
litical decisions  impact  our  daily  lives," 
said  Meslin.  "Yet,  so  many  people  have 
tuned  out  of  the  process.  We're  trying 
to  inject  a  new  energy  into  local  poli- 
tics to  get  more  people  involved." 

But  the  competition  isn't  about  find- 
ing that  experienced  political  hand 
hiding  in  the  woodwork  (in  fact,  in  this 


race,  experience  in  politics  may  even 
be  a  hindrance).  City  Idol  is  about  lo- 
cating the  candidate,  experienced  or 
not,  who  shows  the  right  amount  of  en- 
thusiasm, optimism,  and  knowledge — 
and  a  desire  to  make  the  city  better 

Enter  Bahar  Aminvaziri. 

The  27-year-old  U  of  T  Engineering 
grad  student  became  the  first  of  four 
winners  of  the  competition  June  3, 
beating  out  a  field  of  five  (very)  quali- 
fied candidates  to  become  the  City  Idol 
representative  of  North  York. 

To  hear  Meslin  tell  it,  Aminvaziri  em- 
bodies what  City  Idol  is  all  about. 

"Bahar  is  incredibly  enthusiastic 
about  the  issues  and  committed  to 
making  a  difference,"  he  said.  "She  has 
a  lot  of  knowledge  about  local  environ- 


mental issues  such  as  waste  manage- 
ment and  energy  conservation,  as  well 
as  an  understanding  of  social  justice 
issues  such  as  homelessness  and  child 
poverty." 

An  immigrant  from  Tehran,  Iran, 
the  reserved  Aminvaziri,  though  a  po- 
litical greenhorn,  is  not  immature  nor 
are  her  ideas  simplistic.  Rather,  she's 
professional,  astoundingly  polite  and 
extremely  busy.  Before  she  entered  the 
political  fray,  Aminvaziri  was  already 
balancing  graduate  studies  with  a  full- 
time  job  at  the  Ministry  of  the  Environ- 
ment. She  will  now  fit  campaigning  into 
her  schedule. 

What  is  most  striking  when  speaking 

SEE 'IDOL' -PG  3 


Flashy  food  franchises  coming  to  campus 


Mike  Ghenu  &  Smita  Saxena 

VARSITY  STAFF  

Several  new  Booster  Juice  locations, 
expanded  and  additional  Starbucks 
and  Tim  Morton's  outlets,  and  maybe 
even  a  Subway  franchise  will  all  be  vy- 
ing for  your  student  buck  in  the  com- 
ing year — on  campus. 

"Our  objective  is  to  bring  back  the 
campus  population  to  eat,"  said  Mi- 
chael Oschefski,  the  executive  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of 
Aramark  Canada  Services.  His  com- 
pany was  selected  by  the  university 
last  month  to  provide  food  services 
on  St.  George  campus  for  a  period  of 
10  years,  starting  Aug.  1. 

Aramark  will  run  all  the  major  food 
outlets  in  university  buildings,  with 
the  exception  of  Hart  House  and  Uni- 
versity College.  Already,  the  company 
is  planning  a  series  of  food  service  im- 
provements, Oschefski  said.  The  bulk 


of  these  will  come  on-stream  during 
the  company's  first  two  years  on  cam- 
pus. 

At  New  College,  Aramark's  "fresh 
deli"  and  "produce  market"  con- 
cepts will  be  introduced,  along  with 
some  new  tables  and  seats,  colour- 
ful wall  coverings,  and  livelier  colour 
schemes. 

"It's  going  to  be  more  exciting,  more 
fun  for  everybody,"  Oschefski  com- 
mented. 

Coffee  outlets  in  the  Medical  Scienc- 
es Building  will  also  be  grow.  "In  year 
one  there's  going  to  be  an  expansion 
of  the  Tim  Horton's  into  an  atrium  out 
front,"  said  Oschefski.  "We're  going  to 
put  a  new  Starbucks  inside,  and  we're 
going  to  completely  re-do  the  seating 
area."  At  Robarts,  a  "Miso  concept" 
will  be  added.  The  Starbucks  there 
will  be  expanded. 

In  campus  cafeterias,  Aramark  will 
replace  styrofoam  dishes  with  biode- 


gradable ones,  and  is  examining  ways 
to  source  certain  produce  locally.  Caf- 
eteria seating  areas  will  feature  new 
32-inch  LCD  screens,  which  will  be 
displaying  news  and  university  infor- 
mation, as  well  as  "promoting  prod- 
ucts," as  Oschefski  put  it. 

While  noting  that  campus  food 
staff  will  grow  to  about  240,  Oschefski 
declined  to  comment  on  Aramark's 
ongoing  dealings  with  the  union  that 
represents  U  of  T's  food  service  em- 
ployees, who  work  for  outgoing  food 
provider  Sodexho. 

"There's  just  a  couple  of  things  in 
the  collective  agreement  we  have 
to  deal  with.  Remember,  it's  not  our 
collective  agreement — it's  another 
company's  collective  agreement,"  he 
pointed  out.  "So  we  have  to  iron  out 
a  couple  of  details  in  it,  and  we'll  be 
away  to  the  races." 

Food  service  workers  at  a  June  14 
meeting  by  Unite  Here,  however,  took 


a  less  flexible  view  on  the  matter. 
Frank  Piserchia,  union  representative 
for  Unite  Here,  strongly  asserted  that 
"we  cannot  trust  Aramark,  or  any  em- 
ployer in  that  matter,  until  they  com- 
mit themselves,  in  a  written  statement 
to  accept  the  collective  agreement 
as  negotiated  by  Sodexho  and  Unite 
Here.  University  of  Toronto  is  respon- 
sible for  upholding  the  fundamental 
rights  of  its  workers." 

At  the  meeting,  Unite  Here  members 
formally  drafted  a  letter  to  Aramark 
and  U  of  T  Vice-Presidents  press- 
ing them  on  this  point.  The  meeting 
ended  with  a  march  to  Simcoe  Hall  to 
hand-deliver  the  letter  to  U  of  T's  ad- 
ministration. 

Aramark  recognized  Unite  Here's 
union  at  a  town  hall  meeting  last 
month.  Oschefski  said  Aramark  is 
meeting  with  Unite  Here  on  Wednes- 
day to  attempt  to  discuss  the  collec- 
tive agreement. 
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// ONLINE  EXCLUSIVES 


Read  full  versions  of  the 
following  stories  at 

www.thevarsity.ca: 

Amarjeet  Chhabra  is  24  years 
old,  an  immigrant  from  India, 
an  undergraduate  at  UTSC, 
and  a  candidate  for  Toronto 
City  Council.  She  was  selected 
as  Scarborough's  City  Idol  at  a 
competition  on  June  10.  KEVIN 
WONG  speaks  with  Chhabra, 
who  will  be  juggling  school, 
UTSC  student  politics,  and  an 
election  campaign  this  fall. 

Jamin  Jahanbegloo,  a  former 
U  of  T  philosophy  professor  is 
being  held  in  Iran  since  April 
for  comments  seen  as  mildly 
critical  of  Iran's  Islamist  re- 
gime. "Professor  Jahanbe- 
gloo's  imprisonment  is  an 
anomaly  insofar  as  he  was  not 
the  fervent  political  of  social 
activist.  Jahanbegloo  was  an 
academic  in  every  sense  of  the 
word.  He  was  genuinely  inter- 
ested in  dialogue  per  se"  a  U 
of  T  student  who  edits  the  Ira- 
nian diaspora's  biggest  news- 
paper told  The  Varsity's  GUS 
CGNSTANTINOU. 

Graduate  enrollment  at  U  of 
T  is  set  to  grow  by  1,000  over 
the  coming  year,  on  account 
of  new  money  announced  by 
the  McGuinty  government  last 
year.  But,  as  ADEEL  AHMAD  re- 
ports, while  the  university  has 
gone  ahead  with  expansion 
plans  for  this  fall,  provincial 
funding  still  has  not  yet  ma- 
terialized. And  the  Graduate 
Students'  Union  fears  an  edu- 
cational quality  decline  on  an 
already  increasingly  crowded 
and  disconnected  campus. 

The  "exam  to  end  all  exams" 
is  in  a  few  days.  Your  texts  are 
still  in  their  plastic  wrapping. 
What  is  a  stressed,  caffeine- 
filled  student  to  do?  The  cre- 
ators of  "i-Tutor,"  hope  you'll 
come  to  them.  KEVIN  WONG 
reports  on  a  growing  project 
started  by  a  handful  of  U  of  T 
and  Waterloo  wizards — a  web- 
site that  hooks  up  screened 
tutors  eager  to  share  their 
knowledge  with  students  dire- 
ly  in  need  of  it. 


//TERROR  IN  TORONTO? 


Among  17  Toronto-area  men  ar- 
rested on  June  2  on  terror-relat- 
ed charges  was  first-year  UTM 
business  student  Saad  Khalid. 
According  to  interviews  with 
family,  Khalid  is  said  to  have 
spent  more  time  talking  about 
cricket  and  soccer  than  religion 
and  politics.  To  help  our  read- 
ers get  a  fuller  picture  of  this 
tragically  misguided  student, 
we  are  asking  any  individuals 
who  can  share  anecdotes  about 
him  to  contact  us  at 
news@thevarsity.ca. 
Then,  in  early  July,  check  out 
www.thevarsity.ca  to  read  what 
we've  found  out. 
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BIO  150  THIS  AIN'T:  Convocation  at  U  of  T  is  a  ceremony  in  which  every  student  participates.  Convocators  seated  in  the  crescent- 
shaped  section  on  the  ground  floor  line  up  to  one  side  of  the  stage.  Their  names  are  called  in  pairs,  (lower  centre  of  image):  Two 
UTSC  students  shake  hands  with  Provost  Vivek  Goel  and  Chancellor  Vivenne  Poy  at  last  Thursday's  afternoon  ceremony. 

Million-dollar  pipes 

The  king  of  high-maintenance  instruments,  Convocation  Hall's  organ  once 
again  needs  more  than  a  little  support  from  its  alumni  friends, 
AMYSMITHERS  writes. 


John  Tuttle  is  a  musician  in  a  pe- 
culiar predicament;  lie  needs 
a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars 
just  to  get  his  instrument  back  into 
working  order. 

"People  will  ask  me,  'Can  we  use 
the  organ.'  and  I  just  say  'Sure,  but 
don't  count  on  it,'"  he  chuckled. 
Tuttle  then  recalled  how  the  organ 
seems  to  have  a  mind  of  its  own  at 
times. 

"The  whole  top  octave  was  gone 
the  other  day.  Prior  to  one  convo- 
cation there  was  a  single  note  that 
wouldn't  stop  playing,  and  I  had  to 
have  someone  in  to  fix  it  at  the  last 
minute." 

The  pipe  organ  is  the  fifth-larg- 
est in  Toronto,  originally  built  in 
1911,  five  years  after  the  building's 
completion  in  1906.  Though  still  a 
majestic  presence,  its  age  is  begin- 
ning to  show.  Tuttle  has  taken  to 
checking  the  organ's  capabilities 
each  day.  then  modifying  what  he 
will  play  based  on  which  octaves 
and  notes  are  or  are  not  working. 

The  University  of  Toronto  is  cur- 
rently looking  to  alumni  to  raise 
■$500,000  for  building  refurbish- 
ments,  and  at  least  half  of  that  sum 
is  earmarked  for  the  organ  itself.  It 
was  the  Alumni  Association  who 
originally  contributed  half  of  the 
money  to  build  Convocation  Hall; 
the  government  matched  their 
.$50,000  in  1904. 


Tuttle,  who  first  began  playing 
the  piano  at  age  five,  became  in- 
trigued by  his  church  organ  in  his 
early  teens.  Someone  was  needed 
to  play  it  at  choir  practices,  and 
Tuttle  took  the  position  in  exchange 
for  organ  lessons.  Since  earning  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  organ  perfor- 
mance, he  has  become  the  organ- 
ist and  choirmaster  at  St.  Thomas' 
Anglican  Church,  an  adjunct  asso- 
ciate professor  of  organ  at  the  U  of 
T  Faculty  of  Music,  and  the  official 
university  organist  in  1979.  He  has 
been  playing  at  Convocation  Hall 
since  then. 

"This  organ  has  been  given  a 
tonal  facelift,  but  the  mechanical 
side  has  been  neglected,"  Tuttle  ex- 
plains. "There  are  major  air  leaks, 
[among]  other  problems." 

The  organ  has  more  than  4,000 
pipes,  so  it  is  easy  to  see  how  the 
costs  of  repairs  quickly  add  up.  Tut- 
tle has  been  performing  recitals  all 
across  the  continent  for  26  years, 
even  playing  in  London's  Westmin- 
ster Abbey,  but  he  still  believes 
that  this  organ  has  the  potential  to 
be  a  world-class  instrument  if  the 
funds  can  be  raised  to  repair  it. 

"There  comes  a  time  in  the  or- 
gan's life  when  you  have  to  decide 
if  the  organ  still  meets  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  organist,"  said  Robert 
Hillier,  one  of  the  many  individuals 
responsible  for  repairing  and  refur- 


bishing the  organ  over  the  years. 
He  works  for  Alan  T  Jackson  Co. 
Ltd.,  the  company  that  has  been  in 
charge  of  calming  the  rebellious  in- 
strument since  the  1960s.  The  last 
major  series  of  repairs  was  done 
between  1979  and  1980. 

"In  the  early  eighties  we  replaced 
a  lot  of  the  pipe  work  and  refreshed 
the  sound,"  Hillier  said.  "Then  in 
the  late  eighties  we  upgraded  the 
mechanics  and  the  console  was 
computerized." 

This  computerization  included 
the  installation  of  a  memory  sys- 
tem which  allows  the  organist  to 
preset  the  stops,  making  the  in- 
strument much  easier  to  navigate. 
$95,000  was  spent  on  the  1979  up- 
grade, and  another  $200,000  was 
spent  between  that  time  period 
the  mid  1990s.  The  $250,000  that 
it  will  cost  to  finish  the  rest  of  the 
work  is  only  a  quote  that  is  still  in 
discussion. 

In  any  case,  the  repairs  are  not 
going  to  happen  any  time  soon. 
There  is  no  contract  in  place  for 
the  rest  of  the  work,  and  Hillier 
claimed  that  it  takes  at  least  a  year 
to  order  in  the  parts  that  will  be 
necessary. 

Tuttle,  however,  is  still  hopeful: 
"This  being  one  of  the  principal 
universities  in  North  America,  it 
should  have  an  organ  that  reflects 
that  status." 


//THE  VARSITY  EXIT  INTERVIEWS 


Newly-minted  graduates  shared  their  thoughts  about 
Convocations,  their  future  plans,  and  life  aspirations 
outside  Convocation  Hall  last  week. 


Amanda  Tyier,  Bachelor  of  Science,  Trinity  College 
Q:  What  did  U  of  T  president  Naylor  or  Chancellor  Poy  | 
say  to  you  when  you  went  up?  ;| 
A:  "'Congratulations,  well  done,'  or  'Good  job.'  I  don't  | 
know.  I  Wcis  worried  about  falling  on  my  way  down,  so  | 
I  wasn't  really  listening  that  much." 


Ivanka  Slywynska,  Bachelor  of  Applied  Science  &  ' 
Engineering 

"I  pretty  much  have  made  up  my  mind  that  I  don't 
want  to  be  an  engineer.  I  like  to  work  with  people,  and 
seeing  them  every  day — seeing  the  change.  That's 
my  strength,  empowering  people,  and  not  working 
with  machines." 


Neil  While,  Bachelor  of  Science,  Trinity  College 
"Next  September  I'm  going  to  do  a  Ph.D.  at  Oxford 
University.  Up  until  then  I'll  be  working  in  a  lab  here, 
and  then  I'll  be  traveling  with  my  band  to  Japan  and 
to  England,  and  Australia,  doing  touring." 


Phil  Pothen,  Master  of  Landscape  Architecture: 
"My  interest  is  in  public  policy.  I'd  like  to  see  develop- 
ment done  in  a  more  intense  way,  with  public  spaces 
as  a  place  for  public  discourse.  Focus  less  on  fussy 
rows  of  trees.  Everyone  thinks  green  is  environmen- 
tally friendly — that's  not  always  the  case." 


Sarah  Naqvi,  computer  science,  U  of  T  Scarborough 
"I'm  thinking  of  teacher's  college:  1  want  to  teach  sci- 
ence and  computers.  I'd  like  to  break  the  stereotypes 
thing,  that  'girls  can't  study  this,'  that  it's  a  'super- 
geek'  subject.  You  have  to  fight  back  against  people 
telling  you  what  you're  supposed  to  be." 


Vedant  Tomer,  Bachelor  of  Business  Administration,  U 
of  T  Scarborough  ;«| 
"I've  been  in  Canada  five  years — four  of  them  at  U 
of  T.  A  lot  has  changed  in  five  years  [in  India]:  the 
number  of  cars,  the  make  of  the  cars.  There  are  a  lot 
of  opportunities  out  there.  Even  the  average  students 
are  finding  decent  jobs.  I  hope  1  made  the  right  chi 
[by  staying  in  Canada]." 


news@thevarsity.ca 


'IDOL  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

to  Aminvaziri  is  the  complete  absence 
of  political  rhetoric  one  has  become  so 
accustomed  to  from  the  talking  heads 
of  CNN  and  CBC.  There's  very  little  hy- 
perbole in  Aminvaziri's  speech,  little 
fire  to  her  words.  Granted,  that  makes 
it  difficult  to  imagine  her  delivering  a 
rousing  oratory  and  inspiring  voters  to 
get  involved. 

But  it's  also  refreshing  not  to  have  to 
wade  through  the  "politico-speak"  to 
find  her  point.  Her  answers  are  literal 
and  heartfelt.  In  fact,  in  many  cases, 
when  Aminvaziri  is  short  on  specifics, 
she  refrains  from  speaking  in  vague 
terms.  When  asked  what  her  ward  will 
look  like  after  her  first  term  in  office 
(should  she  win),  Aminvaziri  simply 
replied,  "1  want  the  people  to  be  hap- 
pier. I  want  them  to  see  that  their  gov- 
ernment cares  about  them." 

Her  issues  are  seniors,  families,  chil- 
dren, and  the  environment.  "It's  all 
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about  those  issues,"  she  said.  When 
pressed  for  specifics  on  how  she'll 
fix  each,  she  admits  that  she  doesn't 
know— yet.  Of  course,  if  Prime  Minis- 
ter Harper  were  to  give  such  an  answer 
to  a  policy  question,  he'd  be  grilled. 
But  Aminvaziri  can  be  excused.  For 
one,  she's  new  to  politics.  Two,  there's 
something  very  real  about  a  politician 
who  can  admit  "1  don't  know." 

Aminvaziri  realizes  how  difficult  the 
job  may  be,  but  she's  up  to  the  task. 
"When  people  vote  for  you,  you're 
indebted  to  them  to  deliver....  I  have 
to  win  for  them.  People  are  counting 
on  me  to  be  the  best  councillor  1  can 
be.  Now  I  realize  how  difficult  that  is," 
she  said. 


//NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


UTM  parking  garage  nixed 

Last  month,  Governing  Council  rejected  a 
proposal  to  construct  a  new  parking  garage 
despite  complains  of  insufficiency  in  park- 
ing space.  The  campus  currently  contains 
2,600  parking  spaces  for  a  student  popula- 
tion expected  to  rise  to  about  11,500  by  the 
2007-08  academic  year,  from  under  5,000  in 
2000.  About  3,300-3,500  additional  spaces 
were  requested.  The  Project  Planning  Com- 
mittee, however,  decided  that  current  parking 
demands  could  be  addressed  by  reducing  the 
number  of  spaces  designated  as  reserved. 
Additional  space  could  be  created  by  a  more 
efficient  layout  of  the  parking  lots.  It  conclud- 


ed that  UTM  did  not  appear  to  require  a  new 
parking  structure  prior  to  2009-10.  Instead, 
alternative  solutions  to  minimize  the  automo- 
bile use  will  be  explored.  Most  UTM  students 
drive  to  the  campus  because  of  limited  public 
transportation  alternatives. 
-JOSEPHINE  LEE 

Making  a  statement 

Taking  a  note  from  the  padded  essays  sub- 
mitted by  its  students,  U  of  T  has  issued  a 
fattened  revision  of  its  1992  Human  Rights 
statement.  The  pronouncement  outlines  the 
administration's  "broad  vision  of  the  university 
community."  But  the  new  version  has  swelled 
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from  a  readable  162  words  to  a  baffling  717. 
And  it's  now  called  an  "Equity  Statement  on 
Equity,  Diversity  and  Human  Rights."  Instead 
of  a  previous  single  line  that  the  university 
"acknowledges  that  it  conducts  its  teaching, 
research  and  other  activities  in  the  context  of 
a  richly  diverse  society,"  we  are  now  given  a 
paragraph  reaffirming  U  of  T's  diverse  hiring 
policies,  its  place  as  a  diverse  organization 
within  society,  and  its  own  touching  reflection 
on  the  attributes  of  diversity. 
-ADNAN  KHAN 

CHECK  OUT  WWW.THEVARSITY.CA 
FOR  MORE  BRIEFS  AND  AN  EDITORIAL 
CARTOON. 


Hart  House  Theatre  Presents 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


DIAW 


•  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

•  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

•  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

«  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 
» Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 
«  Teacher  Placement  Service 

•  Job  Guarantee  Included 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

^  Oxford 

-  SEMINARS 

416-924-3240/1-800-779-1779 
www.oxfordsemlnars.coin 
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•"^  Vienna  Mosoff 

Music  by  Dan  Studney 
Lyrics  by  Kevin  Murphy 
Boole  by  Kevin  Murpliy  and  Dan  Studney 

www.harthousetheatre.ca 


HOUSE 

06/07 

SEASON 


Royal  Caribbean  Auditions 


Toronto 


We  are  auditioning  singers  and  dancers  who  will  portray  parts  between  the  ages 
of  18-30.  Everyone  auditioning  must  bring  a  current  picture  and  resue  are 
looking  for  Sopranos  and  Altos  who  belt/mix  to  an  F,  Tenors  who  have  a  solid 
Bb  and  Lyric  Baritones  who  sing  comfortably  up  to  an  A. 


We  offer: 

•  Six-month  performance  contracts 

•  Paid  rehearsal  period 

•  Guest  cruise  privileges 

•  Professrking  environment 

•  Contemporary  stage  productions 

•  Excellent  salaries 

Also  accepting  resumes  for: 

•  Cruise/Activities  Staff 

•  Stage  &  Production  Managers 

•  Cruise  Directors 

•  Sound  &  Light  Technicians 


Dancers  —  Our  choreographers  will  teach  you  a 
short,  challenging  combination.  Must  be 
technically  trained  and  have  a  sh-ong  background 
in  Jazz.  Also  seeking  dancers  who  have  acrobatic 
and/or  flying  skills. 

Singers  —  Come  prepared  with  your  best  16 
bars  of  a  ballad  and  uptempo.  Stylistically,  must 
be  able  to  sing  Contemporary  Broadway, 
Pop/Rock,  and  R&B.  Sheet  music  required  in 
the  proper  key.  Also,  come  prepared  to  dance. 


eC  fl  PflflT  Of  TiiS  SMOIUl 


Toronto 

Metro  Movement 
833  Broadview  Ave.,  2nd  Floor 

Sunday,  July  J  6th 
Singers: 

Sign  in  9:1 5  am  -  Audition  9:45  am 

Monday,  July  1 7th 
Dancers: 

Sign  in  9:15  am  -  Audition  9:45  am 


RoyalCaribbean 


INTERNATIONAL 


For  more  information  visit  us  online  at:  royalcaribbeanproductions.com 


Get  out  thereT 


m 
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Reminding  us  why  we  fight 


Andrew  Wong 


In  the  early  hours  of  June  8,  2006,  I 
awoke  to  the  scrolling  news  ticker 
on  Cable  Pulse  24.  Although  my  first 
concern  was  the  weather  conditions 
for  the  weekend,  this  brief  headline 
caught  my  eye:  "Al-Qaeda  in  Iraq 
leader  al-Zarqawi  killed  by  U.S.  forc- 
es." 

For  all  the  negativity  and  animos- 
ity surrounding  the  American-led 
war  in  Iraq,  al-Zarqawi's  death  sig- 
nals a  major  victory  for  U.S.  forces, 
western  interests  in  the  region,  and 
most  importantly,  the  Iraqi  people. 

The  importance  of  al-Zarqawi's 
demise  is  seen  not  only  in  his  physi- 
cal removal  from  the  insurgency, 
but  more  importantly  through  the 
spiritual  and  symbolic  significance 
of  having  al-Zarqawi's  cold,  lifeless 
body  on  display  for  the  world  to  see. 

For  three  years  al-Zarqawi  por- 
trayed himself  as  the  invincible  and 
untouchable  al-Qaeda  leader  of  Iraq, 
operating  with  impunity  in  the  war- 
torn  country.  By  eluding  U.S.  and 
coalition  forces  and  staging  devas- 
tating attacks  on  both  military  and 
civilian  targets,  al-Zarqawi  built  him- 


Coalition  forces  hailed  these  images  as 
a  sign  of  progress,  while  the  insurgents 
vowed  to  step  up  their  violent  efforts. 

self  up  in  his  followers'  eyes  as  some- 
thing extraordinary.  He  became  the 
international  symbol  of  al-Qaeda's 
presence  in  the  Middle  East,  and  his 
leadership  was  reported  to  super- 
sede even  that  of  Osama  bin  Laden. 

All  of  that  ended  when  a  U.S.  air 
strike  demonstrated  to  his  followers, 
his  enemies,  and  those  that  feared 
him  that  Abu  Musab  al-Zarqawi  was 
but  a  man,  a  mere  mortal.  His  alleged 
greatness  stemmed  from  ordering 
others  to  do  what  he  was  too  cow- 
ardly to  do  himself. 

Al-Zarqawi  carried  out  a  three- 
year  campaign  of  terror  and  murder, 
the  majority  of  his  victims  being 


Iraqi  civilians,  the  very  people  he 
claimed  to  be  helping.  He  claimed  to 
be  a  devout  Muslim,  yet  he  initiated 
a  religious  civil  war  between  the  two 
major  sects  of  Islam  in  Iraq. 

Let  us  not  remember  al-Zarqawi 
as  the  legendary  fedayeen  leader 
who  waged  war  against  the  U.S.  in 
the  name  of  Islam.  Let  us  remember 
him  for  who  he  really  was:  a  coward, 
a  murderer,  and  an  enemy. 

Al-Zarqawi's  death  puts  the  tragic 
struggle  for  Iraq  back  into  perspec- 
tive. The  campaign  waged  in  that 
country  and  against  terrorism  every- 
where is  waged  against  people  like 
al-Zarqawi — people  who  exploit  the 
disenfranchised  and  the  poor.  They 
indoctrinate  their  followers  with 
intolerance  and  advocate  a  policy 
based  on  violence  and  terror. 

Our  enemies  aim  to  undermine 
our  society-building  efforts  in  the 
Middle  East  and  subject  war-weary 
civilian  populations  to  unrelenting 
bloodshed.  For  all  the  debate  over 
the  occupation  of  Iraq  and  Afghani- 
stan, we  must  not  forget  who  we  are 
fighting,  who  we  are  trying  to  help, 
and  what  we  are  trying  to  build  for 
the  future. 


Tackling  climate  change  on  the 
homefront — ^and  in  our  classrooms 


Steven  Borowiec 


It  seems  that  every  summer  nowa- 
days feels  longer  and  hotter  than  the 
last.  The  monotonous  hum  of  air  con- 
ditioners has  become  as  synonymous 
with  summer  heat  in  Toronto  as  the 
high-pitched  squeal  of  insects  seek- 
ing shade  in  the  bushes.  Mild  winters 
and  scorching  summers  now  seem  to 
be  the  norm  instead  of  the  exception, 
as  global  warming  has  become  an  ir- 
reversible fact  of  life. 

Climate  change  is  a  topic  that  is 
treated  as  reality  in  some  circles  and 
as  undue  speculation  in  others.  Yet 
despite  the  varying  opinions  on  the 
matter,  there  is  little  doubt  that  hu- 
man behavior  has  had  pronounced 
impacts  on  the  natural  world.  And 
as  long  as  you  plan  on  breathing  or 
stepping  outside  this  summer,  climate 
change  is  an  issue  you  will  encounter 
first-hand.  All  advocates  like  to  claim 
that  their  particular  social  issue  "af- 
fects us  all";  well,  this  one  really  does. 

Here  in  Canada,  the  newly  elected 
Conservative  government  has  demon- 
strated how  low  environmental  issues 
rank  on  their  list  of  priorities.  The  first 
federal  budget  presented  in  early  May 
does  not  bode  well  for  efforts  to  pro- 
tect Canada's  environment.  Recently, 
word  came  from  Ottawa  that  Canada 


will  not  support  efforts  to  set  more 
demanding  emission  targets  for  the 
second  phase  of  the  Kyoto  Protocol. 
Instead,  Canada  wants  to  annul  the 
climate-change  pact  in  favor  of  a  sepa- 
rate, voluntary  agreement.  Climate 
change  is  a  global  problem  that  will 
need  a  global  response,  and  the  cur- 
rent Canadian  government  has  made 
it  clear  they  have  no  interest  in  lead- 
ing the  effort. 

Even  though  we  live  in  a  democra- 
cy, in  reality  we  have  little  power  over 
what  our  government  does.  We  do 
however  have  far  more  power  in  de- 
ciding how  we  each  live  our  own  lives. 
Climate  change  is  certainly  too  big  an 
issue  for  any  one  person  to  tackle  on 
their  own,  but  when  feeling  helpless 
it  can  be  encouraging  to  remember 
that  global  phenomena  like  climate 
change  largely  stem  from  the  behav- 
iour of  individual  people.  By  changing 
the  way  we  live  on  a  daily  basis  we  as 
individuals  can  have  a  real  impact  on 
the  global  climate. 

Here  at  U  of  T  there  are  examples 
of  what  not  to  do  in  the  fight  against 
global  warming.  Our  campus  is  full  of 
huge  buildings  that  are  pumped  full 
of  conditioned  air  all  summer,  bring- 
ing classrooms  and  laboratories  to 
unnecessarily  frigid  temperatures. 
Air  conditioners  releeise  harmful  car- 


bons that  erode  the  ozone  layer  and 
increase  global  warming;  as  a  leading 
research  institution,  U  of  T  should 
avoid  contributing  to  climate  change 
wherever  possible. 

As  summer  sets  in,  most  of  us  will  be 
turning  up  our  home  air  conditioners. 
Internal  climate  control  has  become  a 
standard  component  of  North  Ameri- 
can homes  as  people  try  to  tame  the 
summer  heat.  Air  conditioning  in 
most  cases  is  no  longer  thought  of  as 
a  luxury,  but  as  a  necessary  safeguard 
against  sticky  summer  temperatures. 

But  in  the  long  run  we  are  going  to 
need  to  adapt  to  the  heat,  as  our  cur- 
rent approach  to  keeping  cool  does 
not  seem  sustainable.  The  weather  is 
only  going  to  get  warmer  and  the  re- 
sources we  need  to  cool  ourselves  will 
only  become  more  scarce. 

Every  summer,  huge  strain  is  put  on 
Toronto's  power  system  as  thousands 
of  households  crank  up  the  cold.  For 
so  much  of  the  Canadian  year  tem- 
peratures hover  around  the  freezing, 
so  warm  temperatures  should  be 
allowed  to  flourish  during  the  short 
time  we  can  enjoy  them. 

While  you  perhaps  can't  control 
what  goes  on  in  the  back  rooms  of  Par- 
liament, leave  the  windows  open  this 
summer,  feel  a  cool  breeze,  and  know 
you're  doing  what  you  can. 


LETTERS 


Legit  or  no,  Hamas 
must  go 

Re:  No  mas  for  Hamas,  May  15 

Funny  how  the  word  "mas"  in  Hebrew 
means  payment,  or  fees.  And  certainly 
no  mas  for  Hamas  is  the  right  thing  to 
do.  But  I  ask  Adrian  Morson  one  thing: 
if  "cutting  aid  [is]  not  the  way  to  go  for 
Canada,"  what  about  our  Canadian 
principles?  I  believe  that  Canada 
should  not  assist  any  entity  that 
espouses  the  destruction  of  another 
state  and  engages  in  wanton  terror 
of  innocent  civilians.  This  is  a  basic 
Canadian  and  human  rights  principle. 
So  then  why  aid  Hamas,  which  still 
calls  for  Israel's  destruction  and  aids  in 
terror  attacks  against  Israelis?  I  would 
hope  that  the  government  continues 
to  stand  by  its  word  and  the  principles 
we  stand  upon.  How  odd  would  it  be 
for  me  personally,  as  an  Israeli  and  a 
Canadian,  for  my  very  own  tax  dollars 
to  be  sent  to  an  entity  that  espouses 
the  destruction  of  my  homeland? 

JONNY  KOMG 

•  Adrian  Morson's  criticism  of 
Harper's  decision  to  cut  off  funding  for 
Palestine  is  based  on  a  fallacy:  that  re- 
specting the  Palestinians'  democratic 
choice  necessitates  funding  Hamas. 
It  does  not.  The  Palestinians  have 
made  the  decision  to  elect  a  group  of 
murderous  terrorists  as  their  leaders. 
This  is  deeply  regrettable,  but  it  is 
their  choice.  Canada's  government  has 
made  the  decision  that  its  internation- 
al aid  will  not  support  terrorist  states. 
All  evidence  suggests  that  Canadians 
support  this  decision.  That  Palestin- 
ians will  suffer  is  clear  and  deeply 
regrettable,  but  it  is  unavoidable.  Civil- 
ians always  suffer  in  boycotts,  and  if 
that  fact  were  decisive  than  no  boycott 
(of  South  Africa  in  the  1980s,  Germany 
in  1930s,  or  Zimbabwe  today)  would  be 
legitimate. 

The  author's  suggestion  that  Hamas 
is  a  negotiating  partner-in-waiting 
is  naive.  The  organization  has  not 
renounced  terrorism,  and  cheered  the 
murder  of  innocent  Israeli  civilians.  I 
would  urge  him  not  to  repeat  the  error 
of  left-wing  intellectuals  who  refused 
to  see  Stalinist  terror  for  what  it  was. 

Professor  Randall  Hansen 

Canada  Research  Chair  in  Immigration 
&  Governance 

Department  of  Political  Science,  UofT 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE: 


With  nothing  to  do  now  that  exams 
are  over,  writer  DANIELLE 
CORNACCHIA  is  spending  her  vacation 
trying  to  discern  her  vocation.  But  she 
soon  realizes  that  finding  the  one  thing 
that  will  make  her  happy  and  keep  her 
interested  for  the  rest  of  her  life  isn't  as 
easy  as  it  sounds. 

"My  last  three  years  have  been  spent 
pursuing  highly  impractical  lines  of 
thought  and  courses  of  study,  but  I've 


Headscarf  headache 
continues 

Re:  Headscarf  unwelcome  at 
law?.  May  15 

I  am  deeply  disturbed  that  Judy  Finlay 
continues  to  work  at  the  Faculty  of 
Law.  As  I  read  the  article  in  which  Ms. 
Finlay  stated  to  a  fellow  co-worker  that 
wearing  the  Muslim  hijab  was  "scary," 
was  "scaring  people"  and  further 
stated  that  the  co-worker  "should 
leave  your  religion  behind  when  you 
come  to  Canada,"  I  felt  sick  to  my 
stomach.  Besides  the  fact  that  this 
comment  is  racial  and  religious  harass- 
ment, I  am  more  disturbed  that  such 
a  bigoted  individual  still  works  at  the 
admissions  department  in  the  Faculty 
of  Law.  Someone  that  holds  such  racist 
views  should  not  be  the  gatekeeper  of 
legal  studies  at  U  of  T.  Not  only  does 
her  continued  presence  question  the 
credibility  of  the  faculty,  but  portrays 
the  administration  as  condoning 
her  actions.  Ms.  Finlay's  comments 
violated  section  5(2)  of  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Code,  and  as  such,  Ms. 
Finlay  should  be  dismissed  from  the 
faculty.  Anything  less  is  entirely  unac- 
ceptable. 

Anonymous  U  of  T  Student 

Memorizing  a  fact 
of  life  for  many 

Re:  "Great  minds  don't 
memorize,"  Letters,  May  15 

I  think  it  is  Karen  Zhou  who  may  be 
unaware  of  the  goings  on  at  this  insti- 
tute of  higher  education.  If  great  minds 
don't  memorize,  then  I  think  the  sci- 
ence majors  are  individuals  severely 
lacking  in  intellectual  prowess.  Memo- 
rizing multitudes  of  minute  details 
is  the  only  way  to  succeed  in  many 
science  courses.  On  multiple  choice 
evaluations,  no  marks  are  awarded  for 
understanding  the  concept,  no  matter 
how  adamantly  a  professor  insists  that 
concepts  are  all  you  need  to  know — 
you  must  memorize,  memorize, 
memorize!  The  only  way  to  do  well  is 
to  know  every  fact  and  figure  of  each 
lecture,  slide  or  reference  text.  I'm  not 
sure  what  program  Karen  Zhou  is  in, 
but  I  think  her  letter  is  written  by  a 
student  who  doesn't  truly  understand 
the  higher  education  of  science. 

Stephen  Zborovski 


feally  enjoyed  most  of  what  I've  taken. 
And  yet  I'll  never  forget  my  mother's 
reaction  to  some  of  the  courses  I  took 
last  yean  'Why  would  anyone  want  to 
learn  about  that?'  Ouch." 
Go  online  to  read  Danielle's  account 
of  her  quest  to  evade  "Taylor  Hicks- 
induced  nihilism"  and  find  her  true 
calling.  See  "The  idiot's  guide  to 
discovering  your  vocation"  at 
www.thevarsity.ca 
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JORDAN  BIMM,  JENNIFER  FABRO, 
CHANDLER  LEVACK  

For  some  scenesters,  the  big  story 
about  last  week's  North  by  Northeast 
music  festival  wasn't  the  big  names  like 
Television  and  the  Buzzcocks  who  flew 
in  for  bonus  showcases  at  the  Phoe- 
nix, but  rather  who  chose  to  opt  out 
of  this  year's  big  indie  shindig.  With 
well-known  indie  labels  Baudelaire  and 
Paper  Bag  Records  hosting  their  own 
sold-out  showcases  at  Sneaky  Dee's 
and  The  Mod  Club,  NXNE  still  managed 
to  create  a  commotion  producing  win- 
ners, losers  and  drama  galore. 

Reps  from  the  record  industry 
clamoured  into  Kensington  on  Thurs- 
day night  to  catch  Midland's  feral  in- 
die-kids Bom  Ruffians  rock  The  Boat. 
After  impressing  a  capacity  crowd  with 
their  Pixies-esque  sound  and  wild  stage 
antics,  the  word  on  the  street  is  that  a 
U.K.  tour  is  in  the  works,  so  don't  expect 
these  boys  to  stay  unsigned  for  long. 
Also  attracting  attention  on  Thursday 
were  recent  EMI  signees  Slute.  While 
their  "let's-be-controversial"  posters 
bear  more  than  a  passing  similarity  to 
prints  put  up  by  Drug  Money  only  last 
year,  their  sweaty,  Motley-and-Roses  in- 
spired set  had  a  packed  the  Gypsy  Co- 
op bleeding  suits  in  spades. 

Big  losers  included  pop-punk  wan- 
nabes The  Hemmingway  Solution 
whose  uninspired  Friday  set  at  Holy 
Joe's  was  universally  panned  by  those 
unlucky  enough  to  witness  their  whin- 
ey  drivel.  It  might  be  time  to  implement 
that  "solution"  boys. . . 

One  big  surprise  at  this  years  festival 
was  the  inclusion  of  Dan  Burice's  NeXT 
showcase  at  the  Silver  Dollar  in  the 
NXNE  lineup.  Usually  happy  to  rebel 
against  the  fest,  Burke  added  some 
much-appreciated  talent  with  likes  of 
Montreal  soul  punks  King  Khan  and 
Toronto's  best  post-punk  militants  Ana- 
gram. 

And  what  would  a  Dan  Burke  show- 
case be  without  a  full-blown  fiasco? 
This  year's  came  courtesy  of  once-ac- 
claimed Hamilton  rockers  From  Fiction 
who  decided  to  breakup  their  band 
(after  dropping  their  Steve  Albini  re- 
corded debut  Bloodwork  on  Last  Gang 
Records  back  in  March)  and  cancel 
their  upcoming  tour  on  the  day  of  their 
NXNE  showcase.  Lucky  for  us,  Guelph's 
D'ubervilies  were  on  hand  to  fill  in,  and 
amazed  everyone  who  turned  up  ex- 
pecting a  spastic  math-rock  set. 

THURSDAY  JUNE  8 

The  Born  Ruffians  @  Boat,  9  p.m. 

Brampton's  Born  Ruffians  began  their 
show  in  a  huddle,  an  auspicious  begin- 
ning after  distributing  free  cupcakes 
to  the  audience.  The  band  unleashed 
a  series  of  songs  so  fresh  and  crisp 
it  was  like  biting  into  a  ripe  Granny 
Smith.  A  mixture  of  classic  rock,  disco, 
and  country  (with  one  foot  in  the  in- 
die door),  the  Ruffians  used  call  and 
response,  doubled  bass  lines,  and  the 
pretty  warblings  of  their  lead  singer  to 
win  over  the  packed  room.  Their  lyrics 
reflect  the  19-year-old  ideologies  of  the 
band  members:  the  endless  pursuit  of 
jobs,  chicks,  and  the  meaning  of  life. 
While  some  moments  in  the  40-minute 
set  were  a  little  too  erratic,  by  the  fourth 


tune  the  band  had  found  its  groove  and 
were  controlling  the  pulse  of  their  songs 
like  a  metronome.  -CL 

Rating:  VWvV 

Hostage  Life  @  Bovine  Sex  Club, 
10  p.m. 

This  Toronto-based  Underground  Op- 
erations five-piece  played  a  solid,  if 
run-of-the-mill  set.  Hostage  Life's  hard- 
core-tinged melodic  punk  incorporated 
a  disco  beat  for  one  song,  which  was 
oddly  refreshing  in  a  genre  that  can  get 
monotonous.  Intense  frontman  Colin  Li- 
chti  provided  some  charming  banter,  for 
example:  "My  ass  is  slathered  in  Prepa- 
ration H  right  now,  and  1  challenge  you 
all  to  lick  it."  Lovely.  In  any  case,  a  small 
contingent  of  devotees  shouted,  "Hos- 
tage Life  ain't  nothing  to  fuck  with! "  dur- 
ing breaks  in  the  set,  showing  that  their 
dependably  tight  brand  of  punk  rock 
was  instilling  Stockholm  syndrome  in 
the  Bovine  audience.  -JF 

Rating:  VWW 

Robin  Black  @  Bovine  Sex  Club, 
1  a.m. 

A  capacity  crowd  of  well-coiffed  and 
blase  scenesters  were  in  attendance 
to  watch  Robin  Black  and  his  consorts 
blast  their  generic  brand  of  glam  rock 
at  the  Bovine.  Black,  who  recently 
played  a  "celebrity"  on  MuchMusic's 
VJ  Search,  proved  once  and  for  all  that 
he's  pure  style  over  substance.  Black 
and  his  band  (who  may  single-hand- 
edly keep  M.A.C.  cosmetics  in  business) 
strutted  their  stuff  onstage  for  a  set  that 
included  both  old  favourites  and  new 
material.  When  Black  stripped  off  layers 
of  his  meshy  clothes  and  dangled  imp- 
ishly from  the  chain-link  ceiling  belting 
"Why  don't  you  love  me?",  more  than  a 
few  convincing  reasons  came  to  mind. 
When  he  used  an  audience  member  as 
a  foothold  to  better  pose  his  hairless, 
pierced  torso  for  the  copious  cameras, 
I  realized  that  I'm  not  among  the  "some 
of  you  boys  and  most  of  you  girls"  who 
allegedly  love  him.  Sorry  Robin,  your 
derivative  sound  and  carefully-crafted 
look  are  as  stale  as  they  are  contrived. 
-JF 

Rating:  VvVW 

Fjord  Rowboat  @  The  Crowbar, 
1  a.m. 

With  a  similar  feel  to  Healy's,  the  Crow- 
bar had  a  better-than-expected  lighting 
rig,  but  next  to  no  walk-up  traffic,  which 
was  a  shame  because  Fjord  Rowboat 
are  a  band  ready  and  able  to  make  new 
converts  out  of  the  uninitiated.  Despite 
deserving  a  much  larger  audience. 
Fjord  Rowboat  launched  into  a  sea  of 
shimmering,  reverb-drenched  guitars 
anchored  by  their  sinister  rhythm  sec- 
tion. Despite  the  fact  that  frontman 
Craig  Gloster  looks  like  Ian  Curtis  as  a 
vampire,  his  melodies  are  much  more 
in  step  with  Ride  singer  Mark  Gardener. 
And  while  the  UK  shoegazer  sound  is 
a  clear  touchstone  for  Fjord  Rowboat, 
their  catchy,  sing-along  choruses  and 
bouncy  rhythms  pack  the  neat,  dy- 
namic punch  often  missing  from  the 
pastoral  soundscapes  of  My  Bloody 


Valentine  and  Slowdive.  Highlights  of 
their  set  included  their  creeping  instru- 
mental opener  "Paragon",  "Taking  the 
Pass",  and  the  infectious  closer  "Carried 
Away".  Definitely  a  band  to  watch.  Fjord 
Rowboat  are  reportedly  recording  ma- 
terial with  miracle  producer  Andy  Ma- 
goffin (Constantines,  The  Straits,  The 
Hidden  Cameras).  -JB 

Rating:  VWW 

FRIDAY  JUNE  9 

Television  @  The  Phoenix  Concert 
Theatre,  7  p.m. 

Anyone  who  likes  what  70s  punk  did  to 
rock  music  worships  the  ground  that 
Television  walks  on.  Culled  from  the 
same  New  York  scene  that  produced 
such  seminal  bands  as  Blondie,  the 
Talking  Heads  and  the  Ramones,  these 
proto-art  rockers  pretty  much  built 
the  Mecca  of  CBGB's  with  their  infec- 
tious dueling  guitar  lines.  Singer  Tom 
Verlaine  appeared  in  top  form,  con- 
sidering his  advanced  age,  and  while 
a  few  songs  ended  less  than  perfectly, 
Richard  Lloyd's  amazing  guitar  work  on 
classics  like  "Venus"  and  "Prove  It"  eas- 
ily rendered  these  minor  errors  forget- 
table. While  bassist  Fred  Smith  could 
have  stepped  out  a  bit  more  (at  times 
he  looked  a  little  robotic)  drummer  Bil- 
ly Ficca  was  all  smiles  from  behind  the 
kit,  obviously  thrilled  to  still  be  playing 
live.  Television  saved  "Marquee  Moon", 
their  best-loved  punk-opus  for  their  en- 
core. Soon  the  cavernous  Phoenix  had 
the  feel  of  a  smoky  bar-room  (although 
it  wasn't  because  of  tobacco)  with  mem- 
bers of  the  band  trading  knowing  smiles 
throughout.  After  the  final  song,  the 
new  "Live  Today",  Lloyd  was  accosted 
onstage  by  a  die-hard  fan  desperate  to 
claim  his  guitar  pick  as  a  souvenir.  Se- 
curity acted  quickly  and  throat-tackled 
the  disheveled  reveler  into  the  wings 
where  he  had  one  final  tussle  with  his 
guitar  hero.  Very  punk.  -JB 

Rating:  VWW 

Mandy  Kane  @  The  Bagel, 
10  p.m. 

Billed  as  Gary  Numan  meets  David 
Bowie,  this  Australian  solo  electro- 
rocker  worked  best  as  a  comedy  act, 
though  that  was  far  from  his  intention. 
Apparently  the  author  of  three  top-30 
songs  back  down  under  (must  have 
been  a  slow  music  year),  Mr.  Kane's 
music  sounds  like  a  shittier  version  of 
Econoline  Crush  meets  Placebo.  Play- 
ing a  distorted  electric  guitar  over  a 
backing  track  that  sounded  like  he  just 
opened  up  GarageBand  and  selected 
"generic  industrial-pop  song  #1",  Kane 
was  vamped  up  with  loads  of  black 
eyeliner,  supposedly  shooting  for  last 
year's  Billy  Joe  Armstrong  look.  Sadly 
his  complete  lack  of  sincerity  coupled 
with  90210  side  burns  made  him  look 
like  an  insane  Good  Charlotte  imposter, 
and  sound  even  worse.  Eventually,  1  had 
to  flee  the  Bagel  because  1  couldn't  stop 
laughing.  Oh  yeah,  and  in  this  one  song 
he  sang  "if  the  good  die  young,  why  am 
I  still  here?"  Think  about  it  Mandy...  it's 
because  you  suck.  -JB 

Rating:  VWW 


Spiral  Beach  @  The  Drake 
Underground,  11  p.m. 

These  self-described  kids  "from  down 
the  street"  wowed  a  packed  house  at 
the  Drake  Underground.  Fusing  funky 
beats  that  drop  like  pianos  from  third 
story  windows  with  sultry  vocals,  gui- 
tars, and  keys,  these  three-guys-and-a- 
girl  sure  know  how  to  keep  an  audience 
watching.  Their  tight  musicianship  and 
quirky  arrangements  only  fueled  the 
fire  started  by  their  frantic  onstage 
energy.  Channeling  the  spirit  of  Deb- 
bie Harry  with  a  touch  of  Metric's  Em- 
ily Haines,  vocalist  Maddy  Wilde  was 
both  charming  and  proficient  as  Spiral 
Beach  jumped  and  charged  their  way 
through  their  set.  The  general  consen- 
sus seemed  to  be  that  the  audience  was 
up  for  much  more  than  40  minutes  of 
Spiral  Beach's  addictive  brand  of  quirk- 
pop.  Watch  for  them  to  upstage  bands 
twice  their  age  at  this  year's  Hillside  fes- 
tival in  Guelph.  -JB 

Rating:  VWW 


The  Mark  Inside  @  The  Rivoli, 
Midnight 

Fresh  off  their  acting  debut  on  CTV's 
At  the  Hotel,  Toronto-come-Whitby 
rockers  The  Mark  Inside  turned  every- 
thing up  to  11  and  gave  the  at-capacity 
crowd  a  sonic  endurance  test.  Divided 
between  material  from  their  acclaimed 
debut  Static  Crash,  and  new  songs  from 
a  hopefully  not-too-distance  follow-up. 
The  Mark  Inside's  set  was  full  of  flailing 
bodies,  charging  rhythms  and  massive 
distortion  levels.  "Questions",  a  new 
song  they've  been  playing  live,  sounded 
amazing  with  Geoff  Bennett's  fluid  and 
catchy  bass  line  simmering  while  voccil- 
ist  Chris  Lavoir  screams  "Am  I  doing 
this  right?"  in  a  nearly  trace  like  state. 
Playing  to  a  crowd  of  long-time  friends 
and  fans  the  band  seemed  loose  and 
giddy  on  stage,  even  teasing  a  long- 
lost  cover  of  "Groovy  Dead"  by  Rusty. 
Capping  off  their  set  with  their  current 
single  "Sweet  Little  Sister",  these  guys 
play  every  show  like  their  lives  depend 
on  people  walking  away  impressed,  and 
it  shows.  -JB 

Rating:  WWv 

The  Coast  @  The  El  Mocambo, 
1  a.m. 

U  of  T's  biggest  Brit-rock  threat  The 
Coast  had  the  El  Mocambo  packed  for 
their  gig  at  Friday's  Doritos  showcase. 
While  the  chip-maker  used  the  night 
to  hawk  it's  new  Sweet  Chili  Heat  nacho 
snacks.  The  Coast  seized  the  oppor- 
tunity to  showcase  songs  from  their 
brand  new  self-titled  EP.  Lit  by  their 
trademarked  white  Christmas  lights, 
singer  Ben  Spurr  led  the  band  through 
an  emotionally-charged  set  of  shimmer- 
ing guitar  hooks  and  wait-and-see  cho- 
ruses that  always  delivered  by  songs 
end.  At  times  upstaging  his  own  front- 
man,  guitarist  Ian  Fosbery  channeled 
the  best  of  delay-heavy  U.K.  rock  to  cre- 
ate the  breathtaking  sonic  atmospheres 
on  which  The  Coast  thrive.  By  the  end 
they  had  the  crowd  eating  out  of  their 
hands  and  ignoring  the  shitty,  free  Dori- 
tos that  were  strewn  everywhere.  -JB 


PHOTOS  BY  nCQUELINEURBANO 


Rating  for  the  ne'w  Sweet  Chili 
Heat  Doritos:  WWV 

Rating  for  The  Coast:  VWW 

SATURDAY  JUNE  10 

Buzzcocks  @  The  Phoenix,  7  p.m. 

I  arrived  at  the  Phoenix  at  5:45pm,  the 
earliest  I've  arrived  at  a  show  since  1 
was  17  cind  didn't  know  any  better.  But 
this  was  the  Buzzcocks,  one  of  those 
rare  bands  that  are  probably  older 
them  your  parents,  and  that  every  new 
punk  band  worth  their  safety  pins  has 
paid  homage  to.  At  first,  Pete  Shelley's 
pudgy  physique  and  wispy  hairline 
caused  some  worry  about  the  band's 
stage-worthiness,  but  as  the  hour-long 
set  progressed,  it  became  clear  that  he 
and  his  bandmates  can  still  rock  like 
the  smartass  punks  they  were  30  years 
ago.  The  set  spanned  their  extensive 
discography,  with  favourites  like  Ever 
Fallen  in  Love,  and  What  Do  I  Get  receiv- 
ing cheers  from  the  mixed  audience  of 
adoring  young  fans  and  bespectacled 
oldsters.  By  the  time  the  encore  ended, 
my  ears  were  buzzing  from  volume  lev- 
els that  stealthily  increased  over  the 
course  of  the  show,  but  I  was  also  grin- 
ning from  having  just  witnessed  these 
punk  rock  legends  in  action.  -JF 

Rating:  VWvV 

October  Guard  @  The  Bagel, 
1  a.m. 

Imagine  if  every  time  you  did  your  job 
you  got  electrocuted.  This  is  exactly 
what  singer  Randall  Roland  Savoy  of 
October  Guard  had  to  endure  at  the 
Bagel  on  Saturday  night.  "When  1  touch 
the  mic  I  get  a  shock",  he  explained  after 
picking  himself  up  off  the  floor  follow- 
ing their  opening  number.  This  is  where 
most  bands  would  stop  the  show  and 
give  up,  but  not  these  kids.  Instead,  the 
up-and-coming  three  piece  charged  for- 
ward blasting  into  "Nightmare  Patrol", 
one  of  many  highlights  from  their  debut 
album.  Their  dark-wave  rock,  which 
sounds  kinda  like  Bloc  Party  commu- 
nicating from  beyond  the  grave  after 
dying  in  a  fiery  plane  crash,  impressed 
the  hell  out  of  a  small  yet  attentive  audi- 
ence at  the  Bagel.  While  Savoy  was  fun 
to  watch  climbing  on  tables  and  playing 
with  reckless  abandon,  guitarist  Brett 
Clarkson  had  his  hands  full  playing 
some  of  the  best  indie-rock  hooks  I've 
heard  to  date.  At  the  end  of  their  NXNE- 
regulated  40  minutes  Savoy  asked 
the  audience,  "Do  you  guys  want  one 
more?"  Following  screams,  cheers  and 
drunken  demands  for  the  band  to  play 
an  encore  he  resigned  (with  NXNE  staff- 
ers tapping  their  watches)  to  retorting 
"Well,  too  bad,  cause  it's  not  happen- 
ing."-JB 

Rating:  VWW 


//ONLINE  exclusive: 


For  more  sights  and  sounds 
from  NXNE,  an  interview  with 
author  DAVY  ROTHBART  and  movie 
reviews,  visit  www.thevarsity.ca 
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//SCIENCE  IN  BRIEF 


Tracking  the  aroma  gene 

Scientists  from  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan have  identified  an  important  gene 
from  petunia  flowers  and  basil  leaves 
that  are  responsible  for  the  synthesis 
of  isoeugenol  and  eugenol,  two  closely 
related  molecules  that  give  these  plants 
their  unique  aromas.  These  molecules 
also  help  repel  herbivores,  attract  pol- 
linators, and  are  valued  in  the  culinary 
world  as  spices.  After  identifying  a  gene 
sequence  in  both  petunia  and  basil,  the 
group  successfully  engineered  bacteria 
to  express  a  precursor  gene  and  both 
scent  molecules.  The  next  step?  For  the 
penny-pinching  chef,  it  is  mass-produc- 
ing genetically  engineered  spices  at  a 
low  cost.  For  the  scientist,  perhaps  the 
ability  to  alter  the  way  living  things — 
plant  or  skunk — smell. 
— MANDYLO 
Source:  ScienceNOW 


The  sniffing  pathway 

It  s  an  all  too  familiar  situation.  You're 
driving  along  innocently  when  suddenly 
you're  hit — not  by  an  oncoming  vehicle 
or  a  large  terrestrial  animal.  What  hits 
you  is  the  wall  of  putrescent  stink  of  our 
good  friend  Pepe  Le  Pew.  You  grimace. 
Why?  How?  Duke  University  researcher 
Da  Yu  Lin  seems  to  have  at  least  discov- 
ered the  how.  Working  with  mice,  which 
have  similar  scent  regions  in  the  brain 
as  humans,  Lin  and  his  team  found  that 
neurons  in  the  olfactory  region  of  the 
brain  do  not  work  to  recognize  scent  as 
an  entity.  Instead,  nerve  cells  recognize 
each  individual  molecule  that  makes  up 
a  scent  and  transfers  the  information 
to  more  complex  regions  of  the  brain 
for  assembly  into  a  recognizable  scent. 
In  other  words,  a  smell  is  the  sum  of  its 
parts.  So  the  next  time  you  encounter  the 
signature  scent  of  everybody's  favourite 
amorous  skunk,  recall  Lin's  discovery 
and  take  comfort  in  the  knowledge  that 
the  human  brain  works  in  mysterious 
ways.  It  gave  us  cars,  computers,  and 
cellular  phones,  but  until  it  gives  us  ge- 
netic nose  plugs,  hold  your  breath! 
—JENNIFER  BATES 

Source:  Duke  University  Medical  Centre 
news  service 

Faulty  families  to  blame? 

It  is  known  that  schizophrenia  runs  in 
families  and  environmental  influences 
like  parenting  are  not  often  considered 
a  key  factor  in  the  development  of  the 
dise«ise.  However,  two  scientists  from 
the  University  of  Manchester  have  re- 
cently made  the  controversial  claim  that 
two-thirds  of  people  with  schizophrenia 
have  been  physically  or  sexually  abused 
as  children.  After  analyzing  40  studies 
of  people  with  schizophrenia,  the  scien- 
tists concluded  that  abuse  may  trigger 
permanent  changes  in  brain  structure 
and  chemistry  leading  to  hallucinatory 
symptoms  similar  to  those  seen  in  pa- 
tients suffering  from  post-traumatic 
stress  disorder.  Still,  most  psychiatrists 
are  not  impressed  with  the  conclusions 
and  insist  that  the  strongest  predictor  of 
schizophrenia  is  a  family  history  of  the 
disorder 

— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 

Source:  NewScientisLcom 


The  dark  side  of  science 


Sazia  Sharmin 


More  often  than  not,  science  experi- 
ments in  student  labs  fail.  We  tell 
ourselves  that  in  "real"  labs,  things 
are  done  differently  and  experiments 
will  work.  However,  in  a  scientific 
community  after  the  South  Korean 
cloning  fraud,  there  is  an  increasing 
concern  that  research  findings  we 
trust  to  be  true  are  false.  John  loan- 
nidis  of  the  Tufts  University  School  of 
Medicine  explains  this  in  an  article 
boldly  titled  "Why  most  published 
research  findings  are  false." 

Statistics  are  used  most  often  to 
validate  research  findings,  but  loan- 
nidis  uses  statistics  to  throw  cold 
water  on  scientific  research  in  gen- 
eral. The  post  predictive  value,  PPV, 
is  the  probability  of  a  finding  being 
true  after  a  study  has  been  done.  Mi- 
croarrays  and  other  high-through- 
put techniques,  many  of  which  have 
revolutionized  biological  research, 
have  an  extremely  low  PPV. 

When  coupled  with  the  issue  of 
"effect  sizes,"  the  importance  of  the 
finding  to  everyday  human  life,  re- 


search findings  begin  to  look  even 
shadier,  loannidis  says  the  findings 
that  least  affect  human  life  will  be 
plagued  with  "ubiquitous  false  posi- 
tive claims"  while  scientific  fields 
with  large  effects,  like  smoking  and 


cancer,  are  more  likely  to  publish 
true  findings. 

loannidis  deduces  several  interest- 
ing corollaries  about  the  probability 
of  a  research  finding  being  true.  For 
example,  the  greater  the  financial 


interests  and  prejudices  in  a  scien- 
tific field,  the  less  we  can  trust  their 
claims. 

"The  hotter  the  scientific  field  (with 
more  scientific  teams  involved),  the 
less  likely  the  research  findings  are 
true,"  says  loannidis.  When  "timing 
is  of  the  essence  in  beating  compe- 
tition," experts  actually  suppress 
new  findings  that  refute  established 
findings  through  the  peer  review 
process. 

Every  day,  novel  nomenclature  is 
coined  to  describe  new  scientific  dis- 
coveries. At  the  same  time,  colorful 
jargon  dealing  with  the  less  glorious 
side  of  research  is  generated.  The 
Proteus  phenomenon,  for  example, 
refers  to  the  playground  battle  of 
alternating  claims  and  refutations. 
Scientific  teams  often  refrain  from 
publishing  negative  results  until  an- 
other team  finds  a  positive  result  for 
the  same  question  and  publishes  it 
in  a  prestigious  journal. 

loannidis  recommends  the  use  of 
statistical  analysis  of  a  given  study  in 
the  wider  context  of  similar  studies 
to  improve  the  current  situation. 


//SMOG:  A  DAY  IN  THE  LIFE 


Lakevlew  Generating  Station,  a  coal-fired  power  plant  shut  down  in  2005, 
was  demolished  on  June  12.  In  its  43-year  life,  it  generated  enough  total 
electricity  to  supply  Ontario  for  a  year  and  a  half  today. 


On  June  7  and  8,  the  City 
of  Toronto  hosted  the  7th 
annual  Smog  Summit  and 
Best  Practices  Exchange  to  improve 
air  quality  in  Ontario.  Initiatives 
included  the  expansion  of  street 
sweepers  to  reduce  road  dust  and 
the  use  of  solar  panels  at  commu- 
nity centres.  The  Varsity  takes  an 
inside  look  at  smog  and  its  effect  on 
life  in  the  city. 

7:45  a.m.:  it  is  a  Smog  Alert  Day 
in  Toronto.  Thousands  of  vehicles 
sit  on  the  DVP  during  the  morn- 
ing rush  hour,  sputtering  nitrogen 
oxide  into  the  air.  Meanwhile,  vola- 
tile organic  compounds  (VOCs) 
released  from  gasoline,  power 
plants,  construction  sites,  and  pes- 
ticides accumulate  in  the  sky. 


11:29  a.fH.:  Under  the  scorching 
summer  sun,  UV  rays  breaks  down 
nitrogen  oxide  and  VOC's  into 
ground  level  ozone,  which  mixes 
with  particulate  matter  (PM)  like 
road  dust,  forming  a  static  haze  of 
smog.  Among  the  PM  are  dust  and 
acid  aerosols  containing  micro- 
scopic droplets  of  sulphuric  acid 


or  nitric  acid,  easily  able  to  pen- 
etrate the  human  lungs.  Curiously, 
smog  has  been  shown  to  block  UV 
rays  from  reaching  ground  level, 
thus  decreasing  our  risk  of  skin 
cancer,  but  other  factors  like  cloud 
cover,  stratospheric  ozone,  and 
the  presence  of  reflective  surfaces 
also  play  a  role. 

3:12  p.m.:  Ozone  and  sulphur  di- 
oxide have  accumulated  to  the 
highest  levels  of  the  day,  making 
outdoor  exercise  a  serious  health 
danger  to  even  the  young  and 
healthy.  Increased  respiration 
rates  during  exercise  outdoors 
will  admit  PM  into  the  body  where 
it  lodges  deep  in  the  lungs  and  in- 
flames the  tissues  there.  In  combi- 
nation with  extreme  heat,  the  re- 
spiratory system  is  stressed  in  its 
efforts  to  supply  oxygen  and  cool 
the  body,  leading  to  headaches, 
wheezing,  and  weakness.  As  a  re- 
sult, hospitalizations  due  to  heart 
or  lung  disease  have  increased 
to  around  6,000  cases  a  year  and 
1,700  people  die  prematurely. 

9:45  p.m.:  With  nightfall,  smog 
levels  drop  as  the  evening  rush 
hour  peters  down.  The  cooler 
temperature  and  better  air  qual- 
ity make  it  safer  to  be  outside,  but 
the  remains  of  the  day's  smog  can 
last  for  weeks  before  rain  or  wind 
clears  it.  Be  sure  to  check  for  smog 
advisory  warnings  on  the  news  or 
radio  before  you  start  your  day. 
— SANDY HUEN  AND  MANDYLO 


//BYE-BYE  BIRDIE 


Under  a  tree  of  chirping  sparrows,  top,  volunteers  of  FLAP  (Fatal  Light  Awareness 
Program)  held  a  small  memorial  on  June  10  for  birds  that  suffered  fatal  crashes 
into  Toronto  buildings.  Over  824  bird  mortalities  were  found  during  the  2006 
migration  season  by  FLAP  volunteers.  A  red-eyed  vireo,  bottom,  is  held  in 
the  hands  of  a  FLAP  volunteer  before  being  buried  in  a  Toronto  park.  FLAP  in 
co-ordination  with  the  City  of  Toronto  recently  launched  the  Lights  Out  Toronto 
campaign,  which  aims  to  switch  lights  off  in  Toronto  buildings  during  spring  and 
fall  migration  season  to  protect  migratory  birds. 


sports@thevarsity.ca 
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Where  to  watch  the  cup  in  Toronto 


Amita  Parikh  

The  Brits  affectionately  refer  to  it  as 
"footy".  The  Brazilians  and  Portuguese 
call  it  "futebol".  And  in  Italy,  it's  known 
as  "calcio".  But  however  you  choose  to 
translate  it,  one  thing  is  certain:  soccer 
fever  has  swept  through  the  streets  of 
Toronto.  Bars  and  cafes  are  packed 
with  both  soccer-crazed  fans  and 
bandwagon-jumpers  alike.  Toronto 
has  suddenly  morphed  from  a  hockey- 
mad  city  into  one  that  eagerly  antici- 
pates Ronaldinho's  fancy  footwork  on 
the  pitch. 

For  most  people,  a  trip  to  Germany 
to  catch  the  action  live  is  out  of  the 
question.  Torontonians  like  myself 
should  thank  their  lucky  stars  that  we 
live  in  such  a  multicultural  city.  With 
over  30  countries  participating  in  the 
World  Cup,  soccer  fans  are  bound 
to  find  a  place  where  they  can  cheer 
on  their  favourite  team.  I  spent  three 
weeks  scouting  out  places  to  watch 
games.  Here's  who  made  the  cut: 

Italy: 

A  stalwart  of  Little  Italy,  Cafe  Diplo- 
matico  has  been  around  for  almost  40 
years.  Located  at  the  corner  of  College 
and  Clinton,  the  cafe  is  broadcasting 
all  games  throughout  the  tournament. 
There's  a  large  television  inside  and 
ten  smaller  ones  out  on  the  patio.  Bo- 
nus: On  the  day  of  the  final  (July  9), 
staff  will  be  giving  away  five  of  the  TVs 
currently  on  the  patio,  as  well  as  free 
Puma  swag. 

Shouts  of  "Forza  Azzurri"  can  be 
heard  at  II  Gatto  Nero,  a  little  further 
west  on  the  College  strip.  The  owners 
regularly  broadcast  Italian  Serie  A  soc- 
cer on  the  TVs,  so  expect  this  place  to 
be  packed  with  locals. 
Cafe  Diplomatico 
594  College.  416-534-4637 
n  Gatto  Nero 
720  College.  416-536-3132 

Brazil/Portugal: 

Soccer  hotspot  La  Cervejaria  was 
jammed  with  fans  watching  Portugal 
beat  Angola  last  week.  Like  many  bars 
along  College,  Cervejaria  brought  in  ex- 
tra TVs  in  anticipation  of  large  crowds. 
You'll  have  to  arrive  fairly  early  if  you 
want  a  seat.  Fans  who  don't  want  to 
strain  their  necks  for  a  view  can  try 
their  luck  at  Rio  40,  a  resto-bar  on 
St.Clair  West  that  draws  in  Brazilian, 
Portuguese  and  Italian  fans.  For  those 
looking  to  head  south  of  College,  If,  a 
lounge  in  Little  Portugal,  will  be  show- 
ing all  the  games. 
La  Cervejaria 
842  College.  416-588-0162 
Rio  40 

1256  St.Clair  W.  416-654-6363 
If  Lounge 

1212  Dundas  St.  W.  416-588-4900 


England: 

If  you  want  to  cheer  on  David  Beck- 
ham (or  just  catch  a  glimpse  of  his 
wife  Posh),  The  Duke  of  Gloucester 
is  the  place  to  be.  Famous  for  attract- 
ing ex-pats,  this  British  style  pub  has 
fans  praying  that  Beckham  and  co. 
will  capture  the  Jules  Rimet  for  the 
first  time  since  1966.  Feel  free  to  join 
them  inside,  or  out  on  the  patio. 

Further  north.  Scallywags  boasts 
three  floors  with  TVs  on  each,  and  no 
cover  charge. 
The  Duke  of  Gloucester 
649  Yonge  St.  upstairs.  416-961-9704 
Scallywags 

list.  Clair  W.  416-922-3737 

Latin  America/South 
America/Spain: 

Spanish,  Latin  American  and  South 
American  fans  can  get  their  fix  at  La 
Romana.  Run  by  a  former  second-di- 
vision Spanish  footballer,  this  place 
is  packed  with  soccer  fans  arguing 
amicably.  Note  that  La  Romana  only 
accepts  cash. 

Closer  to  the  U  of  T  campus,  there 
are  a  fair  number  of  cafes  in  Kensing- 
ton Market  showing  the  games.  The 
televisions  might  be  small,  but  it's 
bustling  and  the  atmosphere  is  great. 
La  Romana 

1286  St.Clair  W.  416-652-6292 
Kensington  Market 

Augusta  Avenue,  just  west  of  Spadina 
and  a  few  blocks  south  of  College. 

Korea 

Koreatown  exploded  during  the  last 
World  Cup,  when  their  team  unex- 
pectedly advanced  to  the  semi-fi- 


nals. You  can  catch  all  the  action  at 
Clinton's  or  across  the  street  at  Tasty 
Restaurant. 
Clinton's 

693  Bloor  W.  416-535-9541 

Tasty  Restaurant 

692  Bloor  W.  416-537-7553 

France/Australia/Germany 

Fans  of  Zinedine  Zidane  should  head 
to  Le  Saint  Tropez  if  they  want  to 
watch  the  French  superstar  play  his 
last  few  games  as  a  professional  foot- 
baller. Australia  is  making  an  appear- 
ance at  the  World  Cup  for  the  first 
time  since  1974.  Order  a  Foster's  and 
cheer  on  the  Socceroos  at  Heming- 
way's, which  has  four  patios.  Host 
country  Germany  is  hoping  to  make 
it  to  the  final  as  they  did  in  2002,  but 
this  time  they'd  prefer  to  win.  The 
Goethe  Institute  is  showing  all  week- 
day games  for  free  on  a  big  screen.  As 
well,  they  have  soccer-themed  mov- 
ies every  Monday  night  till  the  end  of 
June.  Movies  start  at  7  p.m.  and  cost 
$5  per  person. 
Le  Saint  Tropez 
315  King  W.  416-591-3600) 
Hemingway's 

142  Cumberland  St.  416-968-2828 

Goethe  Institute 

163  King  W.  416-593-5257 

Other 

If  you'd  rather  stay  on  campus,  (or 
just  lack  the  money  to  burn  at  bars 
across  the  city),  our  very  own  Arbor 
Room  (in  Hart  House)  is  showing  ev- 
ery game  on  their  big  screen.  As  well, 
games  are  being  broadcast  in  the  lob- 
by of  Sid  Smith  on  weekdays. 


Students  and  fans  erupt  while  watching  England  take  on  Trinidad  and  Tobago  Thursday 
at  Sidney  Smith. 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 
Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
!  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
Simulated  Practice  Exams 
Free  Repeat  Policy 
I  Personal  Tutoring  Available 
i  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

416MOI1-800-I?9-1I?9 

www.oxfordseminars.com 


LEGEND  IS  INSIDE 


75  St.  George 
Street 

in  Morrison  Hall 
(across  from 
Sid  Smith) 

M-F  8am-8pm 


Come  check  us  out! 

We  offer  a  daily  lunch  special,  soups, 
baked  goods,  sandwiches,  wraps,  veggies, 
fruit  salads,  yogurts,  sweets,  espressos, 
cappuccinos,  chips,  ice  cream  and  more... 


Top  quality  styles 
at  bottom  line  prices. 

Walk-In  to  Andre-Pierre  and  you'll  get  a  top  professional  haircut,  with 
an  average  wait  time  of  just  five  minutes.  All  at  a  special  reduced  price 
that's  hard  to  beat.  So,  next  time  you're  in  the  area,  just  walk  right  in. 


11:30 

4:30 

4:30 

$22 

$24 

$26 

$25 

$35 

$38 

$41 

$39 

$85 

$95 

$99 

$95 

$120 

$130 

$144 

$135 

Regular  Before    Before    After  Saturday 


Men  cut  &  blow  dry  $29 
Women  cut  &  blow  dry  $46 
Cut  &  colour  $110 
^  Cut  &  foil  highlights     $160  ^ 

/  Hair  extensions  and  Japanese  straightening  also  available. 

Cutting  the  hasslesQ  /  since  1972. 

V  55  Bloor  W.  (Manulife  Centre)  416.922.6946 

(Receive  2  hours  free  parking  at  Manulife  Centre) 
22  St.  Clair  E.  (St.  Clair  Centre)  416.923.8780 
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VARSITY  SPORTS 


sports@thevarsity.ca 


The  only  prescription  for  world  cup  fever 


w. 


nth  the  World 
Cup  well 
under  way, 
the  trio  of  local  soc- 
cer devotees  Glen  Fer- 
nandes,  Justin  Panos 
and  Gaurav  Thapa  give 
their  opinions  on  who 
j    will  move  on,  who  you 
i  Jif'jA.        should  to  watch, 
^-J'4Mi«mL. —    and  who  will  win 
the  final. 

As  the  second  round  takes  shape, 
what  countries  will  join  the  seven 
already  qualified? 

GAURAV  THAPA  -  While  both  Ger- 
many and  Ecuador  are  in,  Ecuador 
might  be  the  sleeper  team  to  watch. 
With  two  clean  sheets  against  a  hand- 
some tally  of  five  goals  scored,  their 
tournament  performance  is  a  testa- 
ment to  when  statistics  actually  tell 
the  truth.  They've  also  silenced  their 
critics  in  the  South  American  press, 
successfully  playing  their  style  of 
futebol  away  from  the  high  altitude 
of  their  homeland.  Equally  impres- 
sive is  their  commitment  to  the  at- 
tack, refraining  from  putting  ten  men 
behind  the  ball  once  ahead. 
JUSTIN  PANOS  -  No  real  surprises 
in  Group  B  with  Sweden  likely  ad- 
vancing with  England.  Great  play 
from  Paraguay's  keeper  though.  If 
the  offence  could  do  something  to 
match  his  12  saves  they  could  have 
replaced  the  Swedes. 
GLEN  FERNANDES  -  Mexico,  ranked 
fourth  in  the  world,  has  qualified  for 
the  FIFA  World  Cup  12  times,  more 
often  than  heralded  world  powers 


England  and  France.  They  will  be 
tough  to  beat  this  year,  as  last  year's 
FIFA  Confederations  Cup  showed. 
The  Mexicans  defeated  eventual 
winners  Brazil  1-0  in  the  preliminary 
rounds,  before  losing  on  penalties  to 
Argentina  in  the  semi-finals. 

JP  -  The  play  of  Mexico's  Omar 
Bravo  has  been  their  biggest  weap- 
on. They  will  definitely  join  the  Por- 
tuguese in  round  two. 

GF  -  In  Group  E,  the  group  of 
death,  anyone  still  has  a  chance. 
Look  for  a  Czech  Republic  led  by  the 
Czech  canons  Pavel  Nedved  and  To- 
mas  Rosicky  to  make  it  through,  and 
watch  out  for  a  U.S.  team  lead  by  vet- 
erans Donovan  and  Landon,  along 
with  a  roster  made  of  an  Under-17 
World  Cup  championship  team.  If  the 
States  can  get  out  of  this  group,  look 
for  them  to  cause  a  lot  of  trouble  for 
opposing  teams. 

JP  —  1  have  the  Italians  advancing. 
Can  someone  tell  me  why  the  U.S. 
is  ranked  fifth  in  the  FIFA  rankings, 
ahead  of  Argentina  and  England? 
They  did  go  farther  in  2002  but  I 
mean  come  on. 

GT-  Joining  Brazil  in  Group  F  will 
be  the  Socceroos.  Australia's  first 
ever  World  Cup  win  was  a  come- 
from-behind  one  over  Japan.  The 
Aussies  also  showed  the  desire  and 
ability  of  a  true  winner  as  they  nearly 
pulled  off  the  upset  of  the  tourna- 
ment against  Brazil.  Their  dingo-like 
determination  and  the  steady  hand 
of  the  best  coach  in  the  competition 
in  Gus  Hiddink  will  propel  them  to 
the  group  of  16. 

GF  -  I  think  Japan  will  sneak 
through  instead  of  Australia.  They 


are  the  Asian  Champions  of  2006  and 
are  led  by  Asia's  most  formidable 
midfield  in  the  trio  of  Hidetoshi  Na- 
kata,  Shunsuke  Nakamura,  and  Shinji 
Ono. 

GT  -  While  Group  G  is  still  up  in 
the  air,  1  have  the  South  Korean's  top- 
ping it  off.  No  other  Asian  team  runs 
as  hard  or  has  as  loud  and  loyal  a  fan 
base  as  the  South  Koreans.  Park  Ji 
Sung's  meteoric  rise  to  stardom  cou- 
pled with  a  French  team  still  search- 
ing for  its  scoring  shoe  leads  me  to 
cheer  'Go  Reds  Go'. 

GF  -  France  and  South  Korea  both 
have  a  lot  to  prove.  France  needs  to 
redeem  itself  after  its  poor  world  cup 
performance  of  2002  and  South  Ko- 
rea needs  to  prove  that  their  amaz- 
ing run  in  the  last  World  Cup  wasn't  a 
result  of  the  huge  home-field  advan- 
tage. 

JP  -  Group  H's  Spain  should  ad- 
vance, and  I  think  we  might  see  Saudi 
Arabia  along  with  them.  Each  Saudi 
player  will,  receive  $200,000  if  they 
move  on.  What  an  incentive! 

GF  —  Although  Spain  has  never 
lived  up  to  expectations,  an  easy 
group  and  the  duo  of  Cesc  Fabergas 
and  Raul  will  propel  them  onwards. 


Ukraine  should  join  them,  but  their 
success  relies  heavily  on  the  legs  of 
Andriy  Shevchenko,  FIFA's  2004  Eu- 
ropean Footballer  of  the  Year. 

Who  is  your  player  to  watch  in 
the  tournament? 

GF  -  Arjen  Robben.  Netherlands' 
forward  has  an  opportunity  to  show- 
case his  talents  and  perhaps  even 
take  the  Dutch  team  to  a  long  awaited 
World  Cup  Final.  Plagued  by  injuries 
in  Chelsea,  he  is  healthy  and  ready 
to  emerge  as  one  of  the  top  players 
of  this  World  Cup. 

GT  -  Tim  Cahill.  The  lad  can  jump 
higher  than  your  average  kangaroo 
and  is  Australia's  star  on  a  team  to 
look  out  for. 

JP  -  Keep  your  eyes  on  the  two  Ec- 
uador boys  Agustin  Delgado  and  Edi- 
son Mendez.  They  can  work  magic 
and  are  fun  to  watch  if  they  can  keep 
up  the  good  play. 

Who  is  in  the  final  and  who  will 
win? 

GF  -  When  Brazil  challenges  the 
Netherlands  in  what  will  be  one  of 


the  best  finals  in  World  Cup  history, 
look  for  the  Orange  to  be  crowned 
champions  as  the  Dutch  team  wins 
its  first  ever  championship.  Only 
Ronaldinho  might  stop  them  but  my 
bet  is  no  one  steals  Holland's  mo- 
ment on  this  day. 

GT  —  The  conquering  Czech  Re- 
public against  the  omnipresent  Bra- 
zilian squad.  The  old  horses  in  the 
Czech  midfield  will  be  teetering  by 
this  stage  and  the  likes  of  Kaka  and 
Ronaldinho  will  tear  them  apart.  I 
see  the  canaries  winning  the  trophy 
for  a  record  sixth  time  while  the  Bra- 
zilian fans  chant  "Hexa  hexa". 

JP  -  There  is  no  better  life  on  earth 
than  the  life  of  a  Brazilian  soccer 
player.  They  are  God-like.  Reverence 
aside,  I  am  going  to  say  Argentina 
pins  a  loss  on  Brazil  in  the  final.  There 
it  is  peeps,  Argentina  over  Brazil. 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE 


Catch  JAMIE  MCCALLUM's 
exclusive  on  NBA  MVP  Steve 
Nash  at  www.thevarsity.ca 


DOWNTOWN  TORONTO  By  Jason  Kieffer 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Andrea  Cornerman 
Assoor:TteD»ec<or  JcynieBunett 
¥mr:  Paul  iOt  relerl  tg^nsai 

Uxftoi  DcyavvycH  &  Joel  Ootie 

July  19 -Augusts.  2006 

Tuesdays  to  Saturdays  @  8pm 
Philosonher's  Stage  @  Philosooher's  Walk 

n 


MISCELLANEOUS 


UNDERGROUND  PARKING  FOR  RENT 

Downtown  Central  location,  U  of  T, 
Beverly  &  Dundas,  $100/month.  905- 
502-9650. 


FOR  SALE 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


TUTORING 


GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializ- 
ing in  MATH  135, 136, 235,  CHM  138, 139, 
247,  ECO  220.  PAST  TESTS  AND  EXAMS 
WITH  SOLUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR 
PRACTICE.  (416)-785-8898. 


EDITING 


PROOFREADING  SERVICE 
ONSCREEN,  FAST  PROFESSIONAL 

Theses,  essays,  letters,  statements, 
25y  experience.  We  correct  grammar, 
improve  logic  and  flow.  Full  information 
at  WWW.CHECKEDIT.COM.  Phone  905- 
335-3192. 

EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and  dis- 
sertations, from  style  to  format.  APA 
style  a  speciality.  Mary  Anne  Carswell, 
MA,  MEd,  mcarswell@svmpatico.ca  , 
416-303-3106. 

EXPERT  EDITOR 

Thorough  editing  of  theses,  term 
papers,  and  applications  on  hard  copy 
or  computer  file.  Expertise  in  human 
rights,  world  business,  bestediting.ca 
Call  V.  Smith,  416-690-2576, 


Advertise  in  the  Varsity 

ads@thevarsity.ca 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.) 

Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25. 
Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 
the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission. 
Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email.  NEXT  DEADLINE:  JULY  17. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


theatre  company  I 


theYARSlTY 


MONDAY,  JULY  24, 2006 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO'S  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SINCE  1880 


//HOPPING  THE  SUMMER  AWAY 


Anthony  (left)  and  Angus  (right)  bust  a  move  at  LGBTOUT's  first  homohop  back  at  U  of  T,  on  July  14.  Begun  in  1979,  the  queer-friendly  dances  were  exiled  from  campus  in  2001 
when  their  previous  venue,  a  student-run  pub  in  Sidney  Smith  Hall,  was  shut  down  by  the  university.  In  the  meantime,  LGBTOUT  had  put  on  homohops  at  Five  nightclub,  but  it 
found  itself  without  a  home  again  on  May  20,  when  Five  pulled  the  plug  on  it  amid  bitter  bickering. 


Trade  ya  for  a  seat  in  psych? 


Chandler  Levack 

VARSITY  STAFF 


At  the  largest  university  in  Canada, 
you  can't  always  get  what  you  want. 

Noaman  Ali,  the  incoming  presi- 
dent of  the  Arts  and  Science  Student 
Union  (ASSU),  was  "amused"  to  find 
a  flyer  posted  in  2005,  offering  $100 
for  a  spot  in  a  make-or-break  psy- 
chology class. 

Other  students  have  remarked 
that  they  have  seen  similar  flyers 
posted  around  Robarts  and  Sid 
Smith  in  the  past  year,  all  offering 
monetary  rewards  in  exchange  for 
hard-to-get  spots  in  popular  or  man- 
datory classes.  Ali  said  he  has  heard 
of  other  methods,  too. 

"A  friend  of  mine  was  telling  me 
that  he  couldn't  get  into  the  courses 
he  wanted,  so  he  tried  to  get  into 
courses  that  he  knew  that  others 
would  want  so  that  he  could  per- 
haps pull  off  a  trade." 

And  there  are  rumours  of  comput- 
er science  students  programming 
detailed  macros  into  their  laptops, 
so  that  they  can  log  on  to  ROSI,  the 
online  course  selection  system,  100 
times  a  day  without  having  to  be 
physically  present  for  the  torturous 
task. 

Maybe  you've  agreed  to  sign  up  for 
a  class  that  a  friend  with  a  lousy  start 
time  couldn't  nab.  Maybe  you've 
even  signed  up  for  a  false  major  or 
minor,  grabbed  a  class  you  couldn't 
obtain  otherwise,  and  then  dropped 
your  new  major  like  it  was  hot.  The 
fact  is  that  as  the  Faculty  of  Arts  and 
Science  relies  increasingly  on  ROSI, 
students  are  finding  more  ways  to 
cheat  the  automated  system. 

Course  enrollment  at  Canada's 


largest  university  has  never  been 
easy.  At  last  count,  over  27,000  full- 
time  students  were  trying  to  find 
their  way  into  over  4,000  sections,  in 
over  200  specified  programs  in  the 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  alone. 
With  enrolment  spiking  by  about 
1.5  per  cent,  too  many  students  are 
scrambling  for  too  few  spots. 

Richard  Chow,  associate  regis- 
trar of  registration  and  enrolment, 
recalls  that  when  ROSI  was  first  in- 
stalled, sans  start  times,  the  entire 
student  population  would  try  to  log 
in  at  once,  resulting  in  dramatic  sys- 
tem crashes.  Even  after  automated 
start  times  were  set  in  place  for  stu- 
dents in  specific  years  of  study  and 
academic  streams,  ROSI  still  had 
problems. 

Students  would  log  in  many  times 
a  day  trying  to  get  into  a  desired 
course,  with  the  result  being  sys- 
tem sluggishness  and  freezes  that 
Ali  called  "a  pain  in  the  ass  to  deal 
with." 

To  alleviate  some  of  the  conges- 
tion, a  new  feature  was  launched  for 
this  year's  round  of  enrolment:  wait- 
lists. The  waitlist  system  was  de- 
veloped after  reading  responses  on 
course  selection  in  the  March  2006 
Arts  and  Science  survey.  The  often 
candid  and  frustrated  comments  on 
their  course  enrolment  experience, 
especially  from  upper  year  stu- 
dents, struck  a  chord  with  the  fac- 
ulty registrar.  A  student  experience 
committee  was  created  to  work  with 
the  Student  Web  Sei'vice  in  develop- 
ing the  new  waitlist  system.  Now, 
Chow  explains,  instead  of  checking 
to  see  if  you've  gotten  into  a  desired 
class,  you  will  simply  be  entered  on 
to  the  waitlist  system  if  you  have  pri- 


ority. If  someone  decides  to  drop  the 
class,  you  move  up  on  the  list.  The 
best  part  is  that  students  can  actu- 
ally see  their  rank,  "so  that  what  is 
presented  to  you,  applies  to  you," 
Chow  notes. 

As  of  July  18,  5,000  students  had 
already  been  enrolled  on  a  waitlist 
for  spots  in  70,000  spaces  of  lecture 
enrolments.  Chow  estimated  that 
one  in  14  students  are  registered  for 
a  spot  in  a  class  they  may  or  may  not 
obtain.  "Idealistically,  there  should 
be  no  waitlists  because  everyone 
gets  what  they  want... but  there  are 
options  for  students  other  than  that 
course,"  he  said. 

Some  students  have  lodged  com- 
plaints about  the  system.  Andrew 
Jevan,  a  fourth-year  philosophy  stu- 
dent writes  in  an  open  email  to  the 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science,  "The 
way  the  new  system  is  designed,  stu- 
dents who  want  to  secure  a  full  set  of 
five  courses  will  no  longer  have  the 


opportunity  to  improve  their  selec- 
tions because  they  will  not  be  eligi- 
ble for  the  waiting  lists.  On  the  other 
hand,  students  who  sit  on  waiting 
lists  risk  not  being  able  to  take  a  full 
course  load." 

A  good  case  in  point  is  the  cur- 
rent waitlist  for  PHL388H1,  a  third 
year  seminar  on  literature  and  phi- 
losophy, with  token  hot  prof  Mark 
Kingwell.  At  last  count  there  were 
38  spots  in  the  class,  60  students 
on  the  waitlist.  Chow  reveals  that  in 
some  cases,  departments  don't  like 
to  publish  who  will  be  teaching  the 
class  in  the  timetable  listings,  for 
fear  that  whoever  the  professor  is 
will  sway  course  enrolment  too  dra- 
matically. 

But  what  about  the  student  who 
just  plain  really,  really  wants  the 
class?  "Some  of  these  things  we 
can't  change,"  said  Chow.  "And  if 
someone  asked,  "Can  we  change?" 
we  might  just  say,  'we  cannot'," 
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Develop- 
ment 
institute 
proposed 


Ben  Spurr 


"The  largest  threat  to  our  world  to- 
day is  not  the  issues  that  are  caus- 
ing the  problems,  but  our  ignorance 
and  naivety,"  said  Asif  Farooq,  direc- 
tor-general of  U  of  T  campus  group, 
the  Humanitarian  Response  Council 
(HRC). 

That's  why  the  HRC  has  teamed 
up  with  leading  U  of  T  academics  to 
spearhead  a  proposal  to  create  an  in- 
stitute for  global  sustainable  develop- 
ment at  the  university.  The  proposed 
institute  would  address  issues  such 
as  urbanization,  environmental  main- 
tenance, and  poverty  reduction. 

Farooq,  a  23-year-old  undergradu- 
ate economics  student,  has  been  con- 
sulting with  Dr.  Thomas  Homer-Dix- 
on,  director  of  the  Trudeau  Centre, 
and  Dr.  Prabhat  Jha,  director  of  the 
Centre  for  Global  Health  Research, 
among  others. 

"If  you  have  noticed,  most  of  the 
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Tuition 
tit-for-tat 

CFS,  SAC  say  U  of  T 
breached  Ontario's 
tuition  rules 

Andre  Bovee-Begun  

U  of  T's  Student  Administrative  Coun- 
cil (SAC)  is  demanding  the  university 
explain  an  apparent  12.3  per  cent  in- 
crease in  the  tuition  revenue  budget 
for  next  year. 

SAC  claimed  the  increase  contra- 
venes the  five  per  cent  limit  set  by  the 
Ontario  government's  rules  on  tuition 
fee  hikes.  The  university,  however, 
has  insisted  that  the  projected  $47- 
million  increase  in  tuition  revenue 
does  not  violate  any  regulations,  and 
that  tuition  fees  are  increasing  by  less 
that  five  per  cent,  on  average. 

The  dispute  began  with  a  press 
release  put  out  on  June  27  by  the  Ca- 
nadian Federation  of  Students  (CFS), 
announcing  that  U  of  T,  Ryerson, 
and  Lakehead  University  "appear  to 
be"  planning  to  increase  tuition  fees 
above  the  institutional  limit.  The  re- 
lease gave  no  hard  figures,  but  raised 
the  suggestion  that  the  institutions' 
are  exploiting  complicated  provincial 
regulations  to  make  tuition  increases 
difficult  to  interpret. 

Ontario's  "Reaching  Higher"  frame- 
work, unveiled  in  March,  sets  out 
rules  for  tuition  increases  at  univer- 
sities and  colleges  in  the  province.  It 
allows  different  tuition  increases  for 
different  programs  and  even  years 
of  study.  For  example,  most  Arts  and 
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Might  Anand  Agarawala  have  his  finger  on  something? 


Desktop  2.0 

If  someone's  stature  is  determined 
by  the  amount  of  clutter  on  their 
desk,  then  comp  sci  master's  grad- 
uate Anand  Agarawala  must  be  a 
big  shot  on  campus. 

And  though  he  seemed  particu- 
larly adept  at  pushing  paper,  pho- 
tos, and  files  around — all  with  the 
tip  of  one  finger — his  clutter  was  of 
the  virtual  kind. 

Compare  that  with  the  frustra- 
tion of  using  a  "stylus"  on  a  touch- 
screen monitor  or  a  tablet  PC, 
Agarawala  said.  "When  you  try  to 
double-click  with  a  pen  it's  a  real 
pain  in  the  ass." 

So  he  made  it  his  master's  the- 
sis in  2004  to  design  a  "pen  and 
finger-friendly"  computer  desktop 
interface.  He  worked  with  Ravin 
Balakrishnan  of  the  department  of 
computer  science. 

Their  product,  called  BumpTop, 


allows  users  to  interact  with  files 
on  a  computer  desktop  much  as 
they  would  at  their  own,  real-world 
desks.  You  can  toss  files  around, 
stack  them  by  type  or  date  and  flip 
through  them,  or  even  tack  them  to 
the  sides  of  the  workspace.  Press- 
ing assignments  can  be  made  to 
loom  large  on  the  desktop;  once 
complete,  they  can  be  "crumpled 
up,"  before  being  deleted. 

The  same  computer  program 
used  simulate  the  carnage  in  games 
such  as  Unreal  Tournament  con- 
trols the  bumping  and  bouncing 
of  files  in  Agarawala's  BumpTop. 
And  after  showing  it  off  in  May  at 
a  meeting  of  DevCamp,  ("A  'who's 
who'  in  the  Toronto  IT  scene,"  said 
Agarawala),  BumpTop  has  been 
generating  buzz. 

Technology  blogs  Slashdot  and 
Digg  have  picked  it  up,  as  has  CBC 


News.  Some  geeks  in  the  blogo- 
sphere  cheered  Agarawala's  dem- 
onstration video;  others  challenged 
BumpTop's  visual  metaphor. 

"The  correct  solution  to  a  bunch 
of  file  icons  all  over  your  desktop  is 
NOT  to  come  up  with  a  better  way 
of  stacking  them  and  manipulating 
them,"  groused  a  reader  of  Life- 
Hacker.com,  which  also  "linked"  to 
BumpTop. 

A  fully-working  version  might  be 
ready  in  the  fall.  "We  want  to  push 
towards  a  beta,"  said  Agarawala.  "I 
guess  we're  exploring  the  commer- 
cial option." 

But,  as  with  any  master's  project, 
all  is  not  quite  right. 

"There's  still  bugs  in  it,  to  some 
degree,"  he  winced,  as  a  rebellious 
pile  of  files  unfurled  across  the  vir- 
tual desktop. 
—MIKE  GHENU 


Eye  on  the  planet:  a  bright  future  for  "geo-tagging"? 


The  days  of  backpacking  guides 
written  by  Harvard  students  that 
direct  you  to  a  "hostel"  that  turns 
out  to  be  a  hovel  may  be  num- 
bered. 

If  a  project  by  Jenny  McCarthy 
and  Slava  Sakhnenko,  two  com- 
puter science  grads  now  part  of 
a  start-up,  Planeteye,  pans  out, 
that  is. 

The  service  Planeteye  plans 
to  offer  adds  "geo-tags"  to  pho- 
tographs or  movie  files,  and  will 
allow  users  to  search  for  media 
based  on  where  in  the  world  they 
were  taken.  Users  upload  images 
on  to  Planeteye 's  servers  and  geo- 
tag  them  or  any  existing  online 
photos.  Visitors  can  then  enter 
a  location  or  landmark,  and  see 
far-off  places  through  a  previous 
traveller's  photo  lens. 

"By  mapping  all  these  locations 
on  a  map  and  linking  different 
media  to  them,  you  go  past  hav- 
ing to  read  articles  that  people 


submitted,  and  actually  see  what 
it  would  be  like  to  be  there,"  said 
Sakhnenko. 

Planeteye  grew  out  of  a  fourth- 
year  project  for  a  computer  sci- 
ence course,  Business  of  Soft- 
ware, that  McCarthy,  Sakhnenko, 
and  three  other  students  present- 
ed to  faculty  and  industry  types 
in  May  2005. 

After  the  presentation,  they 
were  approached  by  Rick  Segal, 
a  venture  capitalist  with  JLA  Ven- 
tures. Segal  asked  them  to  spend 
the  summer  as  interns  to  hone 
their  idea,  they  said. 

After  more  work,  including  a 
month-long  backpacking  mission 
to  Europe  to  find  out  what  travel- 
ers want  and  need,  Planeteye  was 
formed,  earlier  this  year,  to  bring 
their  idea  to  market.  In  May,  Plan- 
eteye struck  a  deal  with  Micro- 
soft, allowing  them  to  use  patents 
previously  held  by  the  company. 
It  hopes  to  have  a  beta  version  of 


its  service  running  by  the  end  of 
the  summer. 

Still,  the  main  hurdle  will  be  get- 
ting people  to  assign  a  location 
to  photos,  Sakhnenko  admitted. 
But  that  may  change  as  mobile 
phones  with  GPS  units  enter  the 
market — as  they  are  beginning 
to  do  in  Asia,  McCarthy  pointed 
out. 

Alternately,  users  would  drag  a 
location  marker  for  each  photo  on 
to  the  corresponding  position  on 
the  map — "internet  drag'n  drop," 
in  geek-speak. 

To  turn  a  profit,  Planeteye  could 
tempt  users  to  click  on  targeted 
ads,  racking  up  "live  ad  revenues," 
McCarthy  said.  The  company  is 
eyeing  the  travel  industry. 

"Based  on  location-searching, 
it  would  pop  up  a  list  of  spon- 
sored hotels,"  said  Sakhnenko. 
"And  since  we're  a  map-based  ap- 
plication [the  advertising]  cary 
really  relevant." 


UTIF  restructured 
after  losing  $llm 


Allison  Martell 

VARSITY  STAFF 


According  to  a  glossy  pamphlet  pro- 
vided by  university  administration,  U 
of  T  professor  Dave  Boocock  is  having 
great  success  with  the  commercializa- 
tion of  his  biodiesel  product,  Bioxx. 
But  the  organization  that  helped  him 
get  started,  the  University  of  Toronto 
Innovation  Foundation  (UTIF),  has 
been  replaced. 

"The  projections  for  that  business 
[UTIF]  said  that  it  would  make  money 
or  at  least  break  even.  It  didn't,"  said 
Catherine  Riggall,  vice  president, 
business  affairs.  In  fact,  UTIF  lost  $11 
million  in  university  funds  over  three 
years.  This  spring,  Governing  Council 
created  a  new  department  to  replaced 
UTIF:  Innovations  at  the  University  of 
Toronto  (lUT). 

From  their  shiny  new  office  at  the 
MaRS  Centre,  lUT  will  help  research- 
ers disclose  their  inventions,  apply 
for  patents,  and  launch  business  ven- 
tures. lUT  will  not,  however,  invest  in 
start-up  companies,  as  UTIF  did.  With 
essentially  the  same  staff  as  UTIF,  lUT 
has  slightly  less  funding,  at  about  $3 
million  per  year. 

Dr  Tim  McTiernan  has  taken  the 
helm  as  executive  director  Former 
assistant  deputy  minister  in  the  Min- 
istry of  Research  and  Innovation, 
McTiernan's  work  is  the  commercial- 
ization of  research.  But  his  idea  of 
commercialization  is  broad. 

"It  is  working  not  just  for  business 
purposes  but  for  areas  like  health 
service  and  public  service  delivery," 
he  said.  "And  if  you  think  about  it  in 
the  broadest  possible  context,  trans- 
lating work  that's  underway  in  the 
arts  and  humanities  into  community 
activities." 

Riggall  recommended  the  restruc- 
turing in  part  because  she  thinks  that 


the  University  of  Toronto  is  lagging 
behind  similar  universities  in  com- 
mercializing research. 

"We  don't  think  we're  getting 
enough  compared  to  other  univer- 
sities, considering  the  size  and  the 
number  of  researchers  we  have  here 
and  the  success  of  our  researchers," 
she  said. 

Coralie  D'Souza,  an  undergraduate 
representative  on  Governing  Council, 
also  supports  the  changes,  and  has 
ideas  of  her  own  for  advisory  commit- 
tees that  will  steer  lUT.  Their  makeup 
has  not  yet  been  decided. 

"What  I  suggested  at  planning  and 
budget  is  that  we  should  be  tapping 
into  our  business  school,  Rotman," 
she  said.  "We've  got  some  of  the 
brightest  minds  there  and  we  should 
be  using  them  to  look  at  how  we  are 
promoting  these  products." 

She  also  thinks  that  there  should 
be  student  representation  on  the 
councils,  to  keep  lUT  accountable, 
and  also  because  "it's  an  opportunity 
for  students  to  learn  and  observe  how 
these  sorts  of  organizations  function, 
from  an  educational  perspective." 

But  with  all  the  excitement  over 
commercialization  and  applied  re- 
search, some  worry  that  more  theo- 
retical work  will  be  neglected.  It's 
something  that  McTiernan  has  been 
thinking  about. 

"Applied  research  without  attention 
to  sustaining  general  research  across 
a  range  of  disciplines  is  a  short-term 
exercise,"  he  said.  "It's  very  hard  to 
go  back  to  the  public  purse  over  and 
over  again  and  ask  for  money  without 
saying  there  is  value  to  the  average 
taxpayer,  but  there's  also  an  under- 
standing that  a  lot  of  the  truly  great 
discoveries  in  the  world  that  have 
changed  the  way  we  act,  we  behave, 
and  the  quality  of  our  lives  are  ones 
that  can't  be  pre-planned." 
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[humanitarian  campus  groups  at 
U  of  T]  die  out  in  a  year  or  two  be- 
cause there  is  a  lack  of  active  support 
among  students  collectively,"  said  Fa- 
rooq.  "It  is  only  through  rigorous  aca- 
demic involvement  that  we  can  make 
the  students  in  general  have  a  better 
understanding." 

Farooq  said  that  U  of  T  is  lagging 
behind  schools  such  as  Harvard, 
Columbia,  and  the  London  School  of 
Economics,  all  of  which  have  institu- 
tions dedicated  to  development  stud- 
ies. While  he  admired  the  work  being 
undertaken  at  the  Centres  for  Inter- 
national Health  and  for  Global  Health 
Research,  he  argued  that  the  univer- 
sity must  widen  its  scope. 

"U  of  T,  because  of  its  good  reputa- 
tion, its  diverse  faculty  and  popula- 
tion, has  a  special  opportunity"  to 
address  global  issues,  said  Jha.  "It's 
important  for  Toronto  to  step  up  to 
some  big  global  challenges,  and  that 
involves  having  a  broader  outlook 
than  any  one  single  department  or 
program  can  offer." 

The  proposed  institute  would  coor- 
dinate research  between  the  universi- 
ty's existing  departments  and  centres, 
such  as  the  faculty  of  law,  the  Trudeau 
Centre  for  Peace  and  Conflict  Studies, 


and  the  Institute  of  Medical  Science.  It 
would  offer  a  master's  in  international 
policy  and  development,  as  well  as  a 
post-doctoral  program. 

It  is  hoped  that  research  produced 
at  the  institute  would  make  direct 
contributions  towards  solving  some 
of  the  developing  world's  gravest 
problems,  as  well  as  elevate  U  of  T's 
status  as  an  internationally  influential 
university. 

While  funding  issues  would  likely 
be  the  biggest  obstacle  to  implement- 
ing the  HCR's  plan,  Jha  envisions  an 
institute  that  would  not,  at  least  ini- 
tially, require  a  huge  investment  from 
the  administration. 

"I  think  the  thing  that  is  exciting 
is  that  you  don't  necessarily  need  to 
spend  a  lot  of  money  on  bricks  and 
mortar,"  he  said.  Existing  university 
buildings  could  house  the  institute. 
"A  virtual  program  that  is  very  light  is 
possible,"  he  said. 

The  proposal  has  not  yet  been 
formally  presented  to  the  university, 
but  Farooq  hoped  that  Jeffrey  Sachs, 
special  advisor  to  the  U.N.  and  direc- 
tor of  the  Earth  Institute  at  Columbia 
University,  may  come  to  U  of  T  in  the 
coming  months,  which  might  help  sell 
the  administration  on  the  plan.  He 
said  that  Sachs  has  been  aiding  him 
in  developing  the  proposal. 
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Science  students  continuing  at  U  of  T 
will  see  fees  go  up  by  around  four  per 
cent,  while  students  entering  an  En- 
gineering program  will  pay  eight  per 
cent  more  than  last  year's  students. 
But  the  framework  sets  a  five  per  cent 
cap  on  the  average  tuition  increase  in- 
stitution-wide. 

According  to  Mamy  Scully,  U  of  T's 
director  of  enrolment  (planning  and 
statistics),  only  $13.3  million  out  of 


the  $47  million  projection  is  subject 
to  the  tuition  increase  rules.  Across 
57,000  full-time  domestic  students, 
this  accounts  for  an  average  increase 
of  just  over  four  per  cent.  Much  of 
the  remaining  revenue  comes  from 
international  students  and  those  tak- 
ing professional  degrees  like  U  of  T's 
Executive  MBA.  Neither  group  is  regu- 
lated by  Ontario's  tuition  fee  rules. 

CPS,  however,  fears  that  the  fee  hike 
rules  are  murky,  and  open  the  door 
for  effective  deregulation  of  tuition 


fees.  An  institution's  tuition  revenue 
budget  must  be  based  on  enrolment 
projections,  which  cannot  be  con- 
firmed until  January  of  the  upcom- 
ing year  Only  then  can  the  Ontario 
government  enforce  the  regulations, 
either  by  lowering  operating  grants 
of  offending  universities,  or  forcing 
these  schools  to  give  partial  refunds. 
Unfortunately,  the  first  option  simply 
reduces  the  quality  of  student  educa- 
tion, and  the  tuition  rules  don't  give 
a  clear  understanding  of  which  stu- 


dents should  be  reimbursed,  the  CPS 
argues. 

Jesse  Greener,  its  Ontario  chairper- 
son, said  the  release  touched  a  nerve 
among  university  administrators, 
who  he  feels  are  not  comfortable  with 
students  "prying  into"  universities' 
budget  processes. 

"We're  letting  them  know  students 
are  watching  them,"  said  Greener 

SAC  VP  External  Paul  Bretscher  said 
that  university  administrators  are  be- 
ing alarmingly  defensive  when  asked 


to  justify  increased  revenue  from 
students.  SAC  believes  the  province's 
tuition  fee  rules  are  not  sufficiently 
clear  and  are  unenforceable  in  prac- 
tice, and  has  been  advocating  to  make 
universities  directly  accountable  for 
implementing  government  policy. 

For  his  part,  in  the  Governing  Coun- 
cil meeting  on  June  29,  university 
president  David  Naylor  said  the  re- 
lease was  "a  misinterpretation  by  CFS 
of  numbers  and  budget  statements," 
calling  it  regrettable. 
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Escape  from  Beirut 


MEMORIES  OF  SAIGON:  An  American  helicopter  takes  off  from  the  American  Embassy  in  Beirut  on  July  16. 


While  teaching  English  in  a  refugee  camp  outside  Beirut,  GUS  CONSTANTINOU  found  himself  in  the  line  of  fire 


The  sounds  of  fireworks  were  something 
one  easily  got  used  to  in  Bourj  el-Bara- 
jneh,  a  Palestinian  refugee  camp  on  the 
outskirts  of  Beirut.  The  World  Cup  had  made 
for  regular  cracking  noises  and  excitement.  For 
a  whole  week  the  only  question  I  was  answer- 
ing was  a  combination  of  "Italia  or  Brasil?" 

But  there  was  something  out  of  the  ordi- 
nary about  the  sounds  on  Wednesday,  July  12. 
They  were  louder,  more  powerful.  Besides,  the 
World  Cup  was  long  over. 

1  was  in  the  middle  of  a  game  of  hangman 
with  my  morning  class  when  a  bearded  and 
burly  man  entered  the  classroom.  He  carried 
a  bag  of  candies.  Holding  up  two  fingers,  he 
told  the  children  something  in  Arabic  I  could 
not  understand.  Shortly  thereafter,  he  apolo- 
gized and  left  the  room.  1  asked  my  translator 
what  had  happened.  She  explained  that  He- 
zbollah had  killed  three  Israeli  soldiers  and 
taken  two  hostage  on  the  Lebanese-Israeli 
border,  an  area  of  southern  Lebanon  that  was 
their  stronghold.  The  sounds  I  was  hearing 
were  gunshots;  the  sweets  to  support  the  re- 
sistance. Following  class,  an  excited  and  pan- 
icked buzz  permeated  Beirut. 

At  the  time,  the  consensus  was  that  the 
whole  ordeal  would  blow  over.  That  night  I 
watched  the  news  with  Bilad,  a  soft  spoken 
clerk  I  had  befriended.  While  agreeing  that 
another  war  in  the  region  was  inevitable,  he 
didn't  think  the  pieces  were  in  place  just  yet. 

"Tonight  the  Israelis  will  only  fly  their  jets 
low  to  break  the  sound  barrier;  they  will  try 
to  scare  us,  and  then  they  will  negotiate,"  he 
said,  with  a  wave  of  his  arm  that  told  me  not  to 


worry.  This  was  merely  business  as  usual. 

Not  so.  The  next  day,  July  13,  the  program  of 
the  Canadian  NGO  I  was  working  with  would 
be  canceled  as  a  result  of  the  Israeli  response 
to  Hezbollah's  operation  in  southern  Lebanon. 
Our  evacuation  would  soon  follow. 

The  Israeli  response  began  at  6  a.m.  Thurs- 
day morning.  Its  air  force  began  by  focusing 
on  Hezbollah-controlled  areas  in  southern 
Lebanon,  the  Beqaa  valley,  and  the  southern 
suburbs  of  Beirut,  including  the  runways  at 
the  International  Airport  and  the  Hezbollah 
TV  station  in  the  southern  suburb  of  Haret 
Hreik.  As  the  attacks  in  south  Beirut  unfold- 
ed, I  counted  eight  sonic  booms  outside  our 
house  in  Bourj  el-Barajneh  refugee  camp.  The 
camp  itself  is  located  in  a  southern  suburb  of 
Beirut,  Bourj  el-Barajneh,  close  to  the  area  of 
Dahyieh  and  connected  to  Haret  Hreik,  where 
Hezbollah  offices  and  headquarters  are  lo- 
cated, therefore  making  it  a  military  target  for 
the  Israeli  air  force.  It  is  also  a  few  miles  from 
the  airport. 

That  morning  I  went  to  my  classes,  but  they 
had  been  canceled.  The  mood  in  Beirut  had 
also  changed.  Soldiers  in  the  streets  were  now 
wearing  their  steel  helmets,  betraying  uneasy 
gazes.  Nationalistic  marching  music  blasted  in 
taxis.  Children  were  now  asking  me  "Israel  or 
Hezbollah?" 

At  about  2  p.m.  the  NGO  team  was  evacu- 
ated from  the  refugee  camp.  Bilad  came 
knocking  at  my  door  as  I  napped.  Urgency 
had  replaced  his  normally  calm  demeanor.  We 
were  told  to  rapidly  pack  a  small  bag  of  our 
most  important  belongings,  naively  thinking 


we  would  return.  We  were  sent  to  a  friend's 
house  in  Hamra,  a  safer  area  of  Beirut,  near 
the  American  University.  Three  volunteers  in 
another  refugee  camp  in  eastern  Lebanon,  the 
Beqaa,  were  also  evacuated  with  us  to  Hamra 
after  Israeli  jets  began  pounding  roads  and 
infrastructure  sites  there.  A  few  hours  after 
our  arrival  in  Hamra,  Israeli  forces  dropped 
flyers  over  the  southern  suburbs  of  Beirut,  in- 
cluding the  Bourj  el-Barajneh  area,  warning  of 
bombings  and  advising  civilians  to  evacuate. 
The  situation  was  escalating  at  an  unpredict- 
able pace.  Premature  or  not,  we  were  leaving 
Lebanon. 

Taking  the  advice  of  the  many  NGOs  we 
worked  with,  and  a  variety  of  other  local  con- 
tacts, we  left  Lebanon  for  Syria  at  about  9  p.m., 
along  the  Beirut-Damascus  highway.  The  high- 
way was  bombed  by  the  Israeli  air  force  about 
an  hour  after  we  traveled  on  it.  From  the  front 
seat  of  the  taxi,  my  last  glimpse  of  Beirut  was 
watching  the  flames  of  a  bombed  airport  fuel 
tanker  rage  into  the  night.  Israeli  bombing  on 
Thursday  alone  killed  61  civilians  and  injured 
150  across  Lebanon. 

We  were  fortunate  to  have  left  when  we  did. 
Due  to  continued  Israeli  bombing,  notably  the 
bombing  of  a  minibus  on  July  15,  where  20 
civilians — including  15  children — were  killed 
fleeing  their  home  the  price  of  evacuation  has 
steadily  risen.  Our  own  ride  cost  US$50  a  per- 
son. The  same  ride  now  costs  US$2,500.  From 
Syria  we  headed  to  Jordan,  hoping  in  vain  for 
a  ceasefire.  Instead,  the  media  fed  a  steady 
dosage  of  escalating  death  tolls,  images  of 
carnage,  and  military  rhetoric.  We  were  going 
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home. 

A  flight  to  Germany,  a  train  ride  to  the  Czech 
Republic,  and  a  final  flight  to  Canada  all  passed 
like  a  waking  dream.  The  dash  for  self  preser- 
vation hardly  seemed  worth  the  effort.  We  left 
Bourj  el-Barajneh  without  saying  goodbye  to 
the  families  that  had  housed  and  fed  us.  We 
left  Lebanon  without  saying  goodbye  to  the 
eager  students  who  everyday  waited  our  les- 
sons. We  made  it  home  on  the  sacrifice  of  the 
very  people  we  had  come  to  help.  In  the  end, 
they  helped  us. 


Radical  Roots  in  contract  row  with  admin,  ISC 


Malcolm  Johnston 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Radical  Roots,  U  of  T's  not-for-profit 
student-run  vegan  eatery,  is  newly 
homeless  after  the  university  dis- 
continued its  contract  with  the  outfit 
May  1. 

Ancillary  Services,  which  oversees 
all  food  services  at  the  university, 
cited  problems  with  Radical  Roots' 
business  plan,  which  they  submit- 
ted in  the  early  spring.  All  university 
food  services  are  required  to  submit 
such  plans  every  few  years. 

Agata  Durkalec,  financial  coordi- 
nator of  Radical  Roots,  said  that  the 
contract's  cancellation  has  hit  her 
organization  hard. 


"After  five  years  of  work,  if  felt  like 
someone  had  taken  a  long,  metal 
weapon  and  broken  my  back,  and 
this  whole  organization's,"  she  said. 
"We  had  spent  the  last  year  planning 
for  the  coming  years.  It's  been  very 
disempowering." 

Durkalec  suspected  that  the  Inter- 
national Student  Centre  (ISC)  and  U 
of  T's  Ancillary  Services  conspired 
to  oust  them,  due  to  "a  different  vi- 
sion of  what  they'd  like  to  see  in  that 
space,"  she  said. 

Dermot  Brennan,  program  direc- 
tor at  the  ISC,  which  leases  the  space, 
admitted  that  the  ISC  is  able  to  make 
some  stipulations  to  Ancillary  Ser- 
vices about  whom  they  would  like  to 
fill  the  space.  But  he  maintained  that 


the  ISC  is  and  has  been  supportive  of 
Radical  Roots. 

"We're  their  best  advocates,"  he 
said.  "We  don't  want  a  big  corporate 
thing  in  here....  Our  first  concern  is 
to  provide  for  the  needs  of  interna- 
tional students.  That  means  we  want 
someone  who  recognizes  cultural 
diversity  and  is  socially  conscious," 
he  said.  And,  while  the  relationship 
with  Radical  Roots  has  been  "rough 
around  the  edges,"  said  Brennan, 
it  has  been  "on  the  whole  pretty 
good." 

Brennan  said  that  he  has  been  try- 
ing for  months  to  contact  the  Radical 
Roots  managers,  but  that  they  have 
hardly  been  around  since  April.  "I 
saw  one  of  them  in  the  [ISC]  garden  a 


month  ago,  but  that  was  it,"  he  said. 

Meanwhile,  Ancillary  Services 
denied  having  made  any  effort  to  re- 
place the  organization  with  another 
food  service  provider,  rejecting  ac- 
cusations of  foul  play. 

"If  the  ISC  didn't  want  them  there, 
we  wouldn't  be  operating  with  the 
assumption  that  they  would  be  in 
there;  we  wouldn't  be  giving  them 
the  space  for  free  in  the  summer," 
said  Gayle  McBurnie,  manager  of  An- 
cillary Services.  The  issue,  she  said, 
lies  in  Radical  Roots'  business  plan, 
which  Ancillary  Services  Director 
Anne  MacDonald  deemed  unfeasible 
in  May. 

"We  have  decided  that  further  re- 
view of  the  use  of  the  kitchen  and 


dining  space  in  the  kitchen  is  re- 
quired this  summer,"  wrote  MacDon- 
aldwho  was  unavailable  for  comment 
at  press  time. 

Durkalec,  however,  remained  un- 
convinced of  the  claims  of  goodwill 
by  the  ISC  and  Ancillary  Services. 

"Our  experience  of  ISC  'support'  in 
recent  times  has  actually  been  more 
like  direct  and  passive  hostility.  Not 
to  mention  that  most  ISC  staff  have 
never  even  come  to  the  cafe  to  taste 
the  food." 

Radical  Roots  will  meet  with  Ancil- 
lary Services  in  the  coming  weeks.  If 
it  fails  to  win  a  new  contract,  it  will 
carry  on  in  a  changed  capacity,  said 
Durkalec,  perhaps  as  a  community 
or  teaching  kitchen. 
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Israel  must  reign  in  illegal  war 


J. p.  Antonacci 

COMMENT  EDITOR 


As  the  situation  in  Lebanon  worsens, 
we  can  now  see  how  closely  Israel's 
military  strategy  resembles  that  of  its 
staunch  ally,  the  United  States.  Israeli 
prime  minister  Ehud  Olmert  is  pulling 
a  George  Bush  by  unilaterally  invad- 
ing another  sovereign  state  in  the 
name  of  fighting  terrorism. 

But  the  current  conflict  in  Lebanon 
is  even  worse,  geopolitically,  than 
Bush's  Iraqi  adventure.  At  least  the 
U.S.  made  no  bones  about  its  desire 
to  topple  the  existing  government 
and  stay  until  a  new  one  was  estab- 
lished. Successful  or  not,  they  are  still 
there  trying,  as  is  the  coalition  force 
in  Afghanistan. 

In  this  case,  Israel  has  essentially 
been  allowed  to  wage  an  undeclared 
war  against  the  state  of  Lebanon.  This 
aggression  has  thrown  the  always 


volatile  region  into  widespread  panic, 
and  must  cease  if  full-scale  conflict  is 
to  be  avoided. 

While  it  is  fine  to  say  that  Lebanon 
remains  divided  from  the  last  civil 
war  and  that  Hezbollah  controls  the 
southern  portion  of  the  country,  the 
land  itself  still  belongs  to  Lebanon. 
The  current  ground  assault,  allegedly 
designed  to  root  out  terrorists,  is  still 
an  illegal  and  unsanctioned  invasion 
of  another  foreign  state  that  should 
draw  harsh  criticism  from  the  U.N. 
General  Assembly,  with  or  without 
American  support. 

The  North  American  diplomatic 
response  to  this  crisis  has  been  un- 
derwhelming thus  far.  While  U.S.  Sec- 
retary of  State  Condoleeza  Rice  has 
indicated  that  the  Israeli  campaign 
has  been  unbalanced  considering  the 
threats,  she  also  chastised  Hezbollah 
for  "outrageous  provocation"  in  the 
group's  bombing  of  the  port  city  of 


Haifa.  Yet  such  forceful  language  was 
unsurprisingly  missing  in  her  gentle 
request  for  Israel  to  stop  killing  civil- 
ians and  bombing  religious  buildings. 

For  the  west  to  support  Israel  now 
just  because  they  are  our  traditional 
allies  displays  a  lack  of  diplomatic 
subtlety,  especially  since  Israel's  dis- 
proportionate actions  so  impudently 
flout  international  law.  Stephen  Harp- 
er's simplistic  analysis  of  the  situation 
("Obviously,  there's  been  an  ongoing 
escalation.  And  frankly,  ongoing  es- 
calation is  inevitable  once  conflict 
begins")  would  make  Mike  Pearson 
cringe.  This  attitude  of  expecting 
an  inevitable  endgame  in  matters  of 
conflict  makes  Harper  a  perfect  ally 
for  Olmert,  who  used  the  regrettable 
kidnapping  of  the  two  Israeli  soldiers 
as  a  thin  pretense  for  this  massive  as- 
sault. 

While  Hezbollah  does  Indeed  pose 
a  threat  to  the  security  and  lasting 


prosperity  of  both  Israel  and  Leba- 
non, the  Israeli  incursions  have  done 
little  to  combat  this  group  directly. 
Instead  of  killing  militants,  Israeli  at- 
tacks are  killing  civilians,  including 
many  children.  Instead  of  bombing 
weapons  caches,  they  have  hit  oil 
reserves  and  harbours,  crippling  the 
country's  infrastructure  as  a  precur- 
sor to  the  all-out  ground  war  which 
is  upon  us.  Does  Hezbollah's  terror- 
ism beget  more  terror  from  the  self- 
styled  beacon  of  democracy  within 
the  region? 

Israel  should  at  last  stand  up  to 
the  terror  in  such  a  way  that  will  not 
propagate  the  cycle  of  destruction. 
It  must  instead  join  an  international 
force  to  help  address  the  root  causes 
of  the  problem  in  the  region.  A  cease- 
fire is  the  first  step  towards  such  a 
solution. 

It  may  be  naive  to  think  that  Hez- 
bollah would  negotiate — as  Rice  cor- 
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rectly  noted,  extremists  can  only  be 
dealt  with  by  isolation  and  removal 
from  the  process — but  the  current 
violence  proves  that  each  attack  will 
only  be  met  with  greater  violence. 
The  "far-reaching  consequences" 
promised  by  Israel's  Olmert  will  only 
bring  further-reaching  ones  from  He- 
zbollah, and  on  and  on. 

All  war,  justified  or  not,  is  terrible, 
and  we  are  saddened  by  the  hard- 
ships again  suffered  by  the  peoples 
of  Israel  and  Lebanon.  Yet  we  in  the 
West  cannot  afford  to  retreat  into  our 
shells  and  wait  till  Israel  finishes  its 
business.  Our  leaders  must  reason 
and  act  decisively  to  stop  this  im- 
moral destruction  before  the  entire 
region  again  descends  into  chaos. 

Israel's  aggressive  foreign  policy 
must  be  disarmed  along  with  the 
guerillas  of  Hezbollah  and  Hamas  if 
true  peace  in  the  region  is  to  have  a 
chance. 


In  Soviet  Ontario,  vodka  buys  you 

LCBO's  booze  monopoly  must  end,  argues  SEYITBEK  USMANOV 


u: 


■  pon  seeing  an  LCBO 
store,  visitors  to  On- 
tario from  former  So- 
viet states  are  reminded  of 
their  "good  old  Communist 
days"  when  all  shoe  stores, 
electronics  stores,  and  oth- 
er shops  offered  identical 
goods  at  nearly  identical 
prices.  "But  this  is  Canada," 
these  visitors  point  out. 
"Under  what  right  does  the 
government  control  the  sale 
of  liquor?" 

The  Ontario  government 
would  argue  that  for  the 
greater  good  of  society  gov- 
ernment must  control  the 
sale  of  alcohol.  But  is  there 
really  a  difference  whether 
liquor  is  sold  in  publicly  or  privately 
owned  stores?  Private  companies 
abide  by  the  law,  and  those  that 
don't  lose  their  license.  Don't  we 
drink  Pepsi  from  corner  stores  and 
buy  sausages  from  hot  dog  stands? 

Consumers  have  no  choice  but  to 
purchase  anything  the  LCBO  sells 
at  whatever  prices  it  chooses.  The 
LCBO  rakes  in  over  a  billion  dollars 
in  profits  for  the  provincial  budget, 
making  it  an  "amazingly  efficient"  en- 
terprise. This  hypocritical  profit  is 
hardly  earned  with  sweat  and  blood 
on  the  scale  of  corporations  like  Dell 
and  Toyota,  private  companies  that 
have  to  fight  for  profits.  Next  step, 
the  Ontario  government  should  na- 
tionalize gas  stations,  banks  and 
supermarkets  in  its  benign  quest  for 
more  "efficient"  businesses. 

If  the  government  wanted  the 
LCBO  for  tax  revenue  it  could  reap 


Is  this  your  standard  LCBO  beverage,  comrade? 


just  as  much  or  even  more  under  a 
privatized  system.  Since  Alberta  dis- 
mantled and  privatized  their  ALCB 
in  1994,  tax  revenue  from  liquor 
sales  galloped  from  around  $400 
million  to  over  $500  million. 

The  number  of  stores  has  boomed 
in  Alberta  thanks  to  privatization. 
Proportionately,  Alberta  has  three 
times  more  stores  then  Quebec  and 
seven  times  more  then  Ontario. 

It  is  true  that  some  stores  might 
offer  a  narrower  selection  if  priva- 
tized because  in  certain  cases  that 
makes  economic  and  practical  logic. 
Czech  wine  might  not  sell  so  well  at 
a  store  located  in  Chinatown,  say, 
and  private  stores  would  respond 
appropriately  to  these  trends  with 
specialization.  The  store  in  the 
Czech  neighbourhood  would  offer 
more  Czech  liquors  like  absinthe, 
becherovka,  and  trestovice,  and 


stores  would  take  a  similar 
unique  approach  in  the  Chi- 
nese neighbourhood. 

Currently,  the  LCBO  uses 
a  dull  Soviet  approach  that 
sees  all  stores  offer  the 
same  selection,  ■  irrespec- 
tive of  market  conditions 
and  consumer  tastes.  To 
illustrate,  in  2004  the  total 
number  of  different  alco- 
holic products  available 
in  privatized  Alberta  was 
11,575,  compared  to  monop- 
olist Ontario's  3,449. 

The  LCBO  is  proud  that 
their  customer  service  is  un- 
matched because  their  em- 
ployees are  better  trained 
and  more  knowledgeable 
than  those  in  the  private  sector.  Yet 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  private 
firms  would  not  offer  the  same  level 
of  customer  service  if  their  custom- 
ers will  it  and  pay  for  it.  Individu- 
als are  free  to  purchase  business 
class  airline  tickets,  but  most  still 
go  for  the  economy  class.  The  LCBO 
claims  that  just  because  it  provides 
business  class  service  that  must  be 
what  consumers  want,  even  though 
they  have  no  choice  in  the  matter. 

In  light  of  the  hollow  justification 
for  the  LCBO's  existence,  it's  a  won- 
der that  this  Soviet-style  enterprise 
manages  to  survive  in  supposedly 
"progressive"  Canada.  The  LCBO's 
monopolistic  practices  have  taken 
citizens  hostage.  How  long  will  On- 
tarians  take  this?  For  the  good  of 
private  business  everywhere,  the 
LCBO  must  go  the  way  of  the  Berlin 
Wall. 
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Terror  story  jumps 
the  gun 

Re:  Terror  in  Toronto?,  June  19 

The  Varsity's  characterization  of  Saad 
Khalid  as  a  "tragically  misguided 
student"  clearly  presumes  guilt  before 
any  evidence  is  heard. 

Prime  Minister  Stephen  Harper  is  at- 
tempting to  use  these  arrests  as  proof 
that  Canada's  participation  in  the 
imperialist  occupation  of  Afghanistan 
is  necessary  to  safeguard  "freedom" 
at  home,  while  at  the  same  time  his 
government  chips  away  at  democratic 
rights  in  the  name  of  "security."  It  can 
hardly  be  an  accident  that  after  these 
people  were  supposedly  tracked  for 
a  couple  of  years,  they  were  finally 
arrested  just  as  the  Supreme  Court 
began  deliberations  on  the  legality  of 
the  government's  right  to  indefinitely 
detain  people  by  issuing  a  security 
certificate. 

It's  pretty  clear  that  the  Muslim 
youth  swept  up  in  this  recent  bust 
aren't  going  to  get  anything  ap- 
proximating a  fair  trial.  After  a  week  of 
poisoning  the  jury  pool  with  mas- 


sive publicity  for  the  prosecution,  a 
publication  blackout  on  the  court's 
proceedings  was  imposed  before  the 
defense  even  had  a  chance  to  com- 
ment on  the  charges.  Anyone  who 
defends  basic  democratic  rights  must 
oppose  repressive  measures  such 
as  restrictions  on  media  coverage 
of  court  proceedings,  secret  trials, 
security  certificates,  and  rendering 
suspects  for  torture  overseas. 

In  future.  The  Varsity  should  not  be 
so  eager  to  uncritically  endorse  the 
police  and  government  spin. 

TomReid 

Walla  what,  Ignatieff? 

Your  new  trophy  prof  Michael  Ignatieff 
told  the  graduating  class  of  2004 
at  Whitman  College  in  Walla  Walla, 
Washington:  "1  have  taught  in  the  uni- 
versity systems  of  Canada,  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  France,  and  from  my 
experience,  American  higher  educa- 
tion is  the  best  in  the  world."  I  applaud 
freedom  of  speech  but  I  have  no  use 
for  chameleons. 

Linda  Mills 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE  k 

Mayley  Morrison  looks  at  the  case  of  JosepfP 
riKony,  the  leader  of  the  Lord's  Resistance 
Army  in  Uganda,  wanted  by  the  International 
Criminal  Court  for  war  crimes  that  include 
recruiting  child  soldiers.  The  government  of 
Uganda,  however,  has  offered  Kony  pardon  if 

3>  he  comes  to  a  peace  agreement.  Kony  could 
soon  see  himself  return  to  normal  society. 
But  whether  society  is  ready  to  receive  this 
notorious  criminal  back  is  another  matter 
See  "Skirting  the  double-edged  sword"  at 
www.thevarsity.ca 

//QUniABLE 

1  z^-^ii*.,. 

"The  organization  [Hezbollati]  also  has  been  linked  to  almost  ei/e/y  (ype 
of  organized  crime,  including  drug  trafficking  dnig  counterfeiting  and 
selling  stolen  baby  formula."  (AP) 

Taking  formula  from  babies?  These  guys  really  ARE  the  worst! 
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Seeing  for  a  cure 


Harvard  scientists  have  uncovered 
the  mystery  behind  why  the  cornea 
of  the  eye — the  transparent  cover- 
ing of  the  iris — is  free  of  blood  ves- 
sels, the  phenomenon  that  makes 
vision  possible.  It  has  been  found 
that  the  top  layer  of  healthy  corneas 
contains  large  amounts  of  vascular 
endothelial  growth  factor  receptor- 
3,  a  protein  that  stops  the  progress 
of  blood  vessel  growth  by  binding 
the  growth  factors  sent  by  the  body 
to  stimulate  blood  vessels  to  grow. 
These  results  now  open  up  avenues 
of  research  in  preventing  and  curing 
cancers  and  other  diseases  where 
blood  vessels  grow  abnormally  or 
uncontrollably. 
— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 
Source:  Proceedings  of  the  National 
Academy  of  Sciences 

Olive  oil  on  the  inside 

Crystal  semiconductor  devices  for 
making  computer  chips,  lasers,  and 
digital  camera  sensors  have  been 
ousted — by  olive  oil.  Well,  not  olive 
oil  alone.  Researchers  at  U  of  T's 
department  of  electrical  and  com- 
puter engineering  first  suspended 
nano-sized  semiconductor  particles 
in  a  flask  of  extra-pure  oleic  acid,  the 
main  ingredient  of  olive  oil.  The  liq- 
uid was  then  painted  on  a  glass  slide 
and  the  oleic  acid  pulled  into  a  thin 
film  such  that  semiconductor  par- 
ticles coated  the  slide.  With  noth- 
ing more  than  a  two-hour  methanol 
bath,  the  finished  product  proved  to 
work  ten  times  better  than  expen- 
sive crystal  devices  at  sensing  light. 
The  possibilities  this  presents? 
High-performance  communication 
devices  that  cost  no  more  than  ol- 
ive oil. 

—SANDY  HUEN 

Source:  U  of  T news  service 

Too  hot  to  be  true 

Next  time  you  hear  a  heat  warning 
issued,  be  sure  to  take  heed.  A  new 
study  looking  at  the  implementation 
of  heat  warning  systems  in  four  cit- 
ies, including  Toronto,  found  that 
only  half  of  the  people  who  were 
aware  of  a  heat  warning  actually 
changed  their  behaviour  because  of 
it.  "Heat  tends  to  be  a  stealth  killer," 
according  to  Scott  Sheridan  of  Kent 
State  University,  and  oppressive 
summertime  heat  is  responsible  for 
more  deaths  than  all  other  weather- 
related  disasters  combined. 
—M.S. 

Source:  Kent  State  University 
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Research  field  caters  to  your  genes 


Sabrina  Adamski 


There  are  those  who  believe  that 
"you  are  what  you  eat"  and  dutifully 
have  five  servings  of  vegetables  per 
day,  and  there  are  those  who  grab  a 
bag  of  chips  and  claim  that  healthy 
eating  doesn't  matter  because  "it's 
all  in  the  genes." 

So  who  has  it  right?  If  you  asked 
a  researcher  in  the  budding  field  of 
nutrigenomics,  which  aims  to  un- 
tangle the  complex  web  of  interac- 
tions between  genes  and  diet,  the 
answer  would  be,  "They  both  do." 

"We  do  know  that  diet  does  af- 
fect our  risk  of  various  diseases," 
said  Professor  Ahmed  El-Sohemy,  a 
member  of  U  of  T's  department  of 
nutritional  sciences  as  well  as  the 
Canada  Research  Chair  in  Nutrig- 
enomics. But  as  for  the  notion  of 
the  universal  ideal  diet,  he  claims 
that  "what  [is  ideal]  for  one  person 
may  not  be  the  same  for  another 
person." 

Nutrigenomics  looks  at  the  genet- 
ic basis  and  physiological  effects  of 
differences  in  the  way  people  pro- 
cess food.  Although  this  may  seem 
straightforward,  the  mechanisms 
involved  are  remarkably  intricate. 

"If  you  look  at  a  complex  food," 
said  El-Sohemy,  "there  are  hun- 
dreds of  chemicals,  if  not  thou- 
sands, and  each  is  being  metabo- 
lized or  acted  on  by  many  different 
genes,  and  each  of  those  genes  can 
exist  in  various  forms." 

This  high  level  of  complexity 
means  that  potential  areas  of  nu- 
trigenomic  research  are  extremely 
diverse.  El-Sohemy's  own  interests, 
for  instance,  include  gene-based 
variability  in  carbohydrate  metabo- 
lism, genetic  determinants  of  caf- 
feine consumption  and  withdrawal, 
and  even  the  genetic  basis  of  prefer- 
ences in  taste.  In  the  field  at  large, 
some  of  the  most  actively  inves- 
tigated gene-diet  interactions  are 
those  related  to  complex  chronic 
diseases  such  as  obesity,  heart  dis- 


The  need  for  more  steak  and  fewer  carrots  may  be  written  in  your  DNA.  The  field  of  nutrigenomics  aims  to  figure  out  individual 
genetic  'nutrition  labels'  as  to  what  will  be  good  for  your  health  and  what  will  not. 


ease,  diabetes,  and  cancer. 

Given  the  marketability  of  every- 
thing diet-related  and  the  cachet  of 
anything  personalized,  it  should 
come  as  no  surprise  that  a  few 
companies — including  U.S.-based 
GeneLink  and  Vancouver-based 
One  Person  Health — already  offer 
gene-based  dietary  recommenda- 
tions to  consumers. 

Typically,  this  personalized  ad- 
vice relies  on  the  analysis  of  a 
handful  of  genes  thought  to  affect 
the  body's  use  of  certain  nutrients. 
For  example,  the  B  vitamin  folate  is 
required  by  a  gene  that  regulates 


levels  of  homocysteine,  a  proposed 
risk  factor  for  heart  disease.  A  less 
active  variant  of  the  gene  requires 
jnore  folate  to  do  its  job,  so  indi- 
viduals who  possess  that  variant 
could  choose  to  adjust  their  dietary 
intake  to  lower  their  risk  of  heart  at- 
tack or  stroke. 

However,  El-Sohemy  warned  that 
since  the  field  is  "still  in  its  infancy," 
companies  providing  recommen- 
dations could  be  "delivering  that 
information  prematurely  when  we 
haven't  quite  figured  out  what  is  go- 
ing on."  Many  of  the  health  claims 
made  by  these  companies  have  not 


yet  been  examined  by  regulatory 
agencies  such  as  Health  Canada  or 
the  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
in  the  United  States. 

Still,  El-Sohemy  believes  that  nu- 
trigenomics holds  great  promise 
and  what  it  is  capable  of  offering 
will  become  clearer  with  time. 

"As  the  science  unfolds  and  we 
begin  to  demonstrate  more  ex- 
amples of  the  kinds  of  differences 
that  we  find,"  said  El-Sohemy,  "I 
think  people  will  begin  to  see  that  it 
could  really  play  an  important  role 
in  affecting  the  decisions  that  they 
make." 


Taking  stem  cells  to  town 


Sandy  Huen 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 


Stem  cell  research  in  the  last  decade 
has  given  rise  to  novel  technologies 
like  skin  culture  grafts  and  bone  mar- 
row transplants,  but  the  number  of 
ethical  issues — not  to  mention  stem 
cell  myths — arise  still  faster.  Weeks 
before  Bush's  recent  veto  of  the  stem 
cell  bill  in  the  U.S.,  these  long-stand- 
ing issues  inspired  a  public  sympo- 
sium hosted  by  the  International  So- 
ciety for  Stem  Cell  Research  on  June 
28  at  the  MaRS  centre  for  scientists 
and  the  general  public  alike. 

The  key  stem  cell  issue  for  many 
dissenters  lies  in  the  moral  status 
of  the  embryo.  Janet  Rossant,  Chief 
of  Research  at  the  Hospital  for  Sick 
Children  began  the  symposium  clar- 
ifying the  facts  behind  this  ethical 
problem. 

"The  source  of  embryos  to  make 
embryonic  stem  cells  are  not  embry- 
os that  are  created  specifically  for 
this  purpose,"  said  Rossant.  "They 
are  embryos  that  come  from  in  vitro 
fertilization  programs. ..that  would 
otherwise  be  discarded  because 
they're  no  longer  needed  for  repro- 
ductive purposes." 

Tim  Caulfield,  Research  Director 
at  the  University  of  Alberta's  Health 
Law  Institute,  spoke  of  Canada's 


The  neural  stem  cell  of  a  mouse,  stained  and  captured  under  a  confocal  microscope, 
is  an  area  of  controversy  in  the  stem  cell  debate  for  the  possibility  that  the  cells  may 
give  rise  to  a  whole,  working  brain. 


many  laws  against  procedures  like 
therapeutic  cloning,  regulations  that 
he  finds  are  the  most  restrictive  of 
all  pluralistic  and  democratic  soci- 
eties. These  laws,  for  example,  pro- 
hibit the  use  of  certain  kinds  of  stem 
cells  in  creating  chimeras — living 
creatures  that  have  cells  from  two 


animals,  say  human  and  mouse. 

"I  think  one  of  the  myths  out  there 
is  that  there  are  a  ton  of  people  do- 
ing embryonic  stem  cell  research 
all  over  the  world,"  said  Caulfield. 
"[There  are  only]  3  or  4  teams  in  the 
world  seriously  engaged  in  therapy." 

"We  are  honestly  a  long  way  from 


applying  research  from  embryonic 
stem  cells,"  added  panellist  Peter 
Andrews,  a  professor  at  The  Univer- 
sity of  Sheffield's  biomedical  science 
department  in  the  U.K. 

The  committee  agreed  on  the 
need  for  multidisciplinary  teams, 
from  biologists  to  tissue  engineers 
and  clinicians,  to  bring  stem  cell 
research  into  medical  practice.  The 
only  way  these  teams  can  come  to- 
gether is  through  the  financial  and 
political  support  of  governments 
and  the  public. 

"Now  what  we  need  to  do  is  engage 
the  public  in  a  meaningful  way — and 
1  mean  everyone"  said  Caulfield.  "We 
should  look  at  this  as  an  opportunity 
in  our  society  to  deal  with  a  science 
controversy  because  as  science  be- 
comes a  bigger  part  of  society,  we're 
going  to  have  more  of  these  contro- 
versies." 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE 


On  a  search  for  the  latest  and 
most  controversial  stem  ceil 
research  at  U  of  T,  MANDY  LO 
breaks  out  her  sneakers  and  takes 
a  stroll.  Find  out  what  makes  stem 
cells  click  at  www.thevarsity.ca 
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Fringe  benefits 

What  rocked  and  what  sucked  at  this  years  indie-theatre  test 

Jordan  Bimm,  Frank  Cox-O'Connell,  Jennifer  Fabro,  Chander  Levack,  Yastnin  Siddiqui 


July  5  -  16.  2006 
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Sexual  Perversity  in  Chicago 

@  Royal  St.  George's  Theatre 

A  sign  on  the  wall  of  Royal  St. 
George's  auditorium  reads  "Manners 
Maketh  Men."  Enter  Bernie  Litko  and 
Danny  Shapiro.  These  two  self-ag- 
grandizing twentysomethings  spout 
lines  like  "My  fucking  heart  is  pump- 
ing pisswater  for  you"  and  "Some  fag- 
got queer's  got  the  hots  for  my  joint 
at  the  cartoons"  as  they  live  it  up  at 
the  smutty  height  of  the  swinging 
'70s.  Manners  indeed.  But  making 
humourous  heroes  of  these  repre- 
hensible men  is  where  the  genius  of 
American  playwright  David  Mamet 
(American  Buffalo,  Glengarry  Glen 
Ross)  truly  lies.  This  production, 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  slogans 
adorning  its  venue's  walls,  shows  just 
how  effective  the  Fringe  is  at  bending 
the  rules  and  challenging  common 
decency.  While  Bernie  constantly 
weaves  fictitious  monologues  about 
his  past  conquests,  Danny  actually 
succeeds  in  settling  down  with  an 
unlikely  love,  Deborah.  In  the  role  of 
Bernie,  Randall  Connoly  started  off  a 
little  shaky,  sometimes  losing  his  ver- 
bal footing  during  the  infamous  "flak 
suit"  monologue,  but  grew  increas- 
ingly more  natural  and  confident  as 
the  play  progressed.  This  worked  in 
part  thanks  to  his  picture-perfect 
appearance  (a  combination  of  a  mus- 
tachioed Jason  Lee,  a  young  Nicolas 
Cage,  and  Dave  Grohl  playing  the  air- 
line pilot  in  the  Foo  Fighters'  "Learn 
to  Fly"  video).  In  the  role  of  the  less 
self-assured  Danny,  Len  Silvini  was 
more  than  competent,  although 
when  he  flew  into  a  vengeful  rage  he 
sounded  an  awful  lot  like  Al  Pacino 
playing  Richard  Roma  in  Mamet's 
other  masterpiece  Glengarry  Glen 
Ross.  While  the  choice  to  use  cheesy 
70's  hits  as  bumper  music  between 
some  scenes  was  a  no-brainer,  it 
should  have  been  done  between  all 
scenes,  as  the  ones  lacking  a  musi- 
cal transition  were  markedly  more 
awkward.  All  in  all  this  was  a  hilari- 
ous production  of  one  of  the  funniest 
plays  ever  written.  Whether  or  not 
revivals  of  such  classics  belong  in  a 
"fringe"  festival  is  another  question 
altogether.  -JB 

Rating:  VWW 

It  Was  Kit:  The  "True"  Story  of 
Christopher  Marlowe 

@  Tarragon  Theatre  Mainspace 

While  one  must  give  kudos  to  play- 
wright Allison  McWood  for  having 
not  one,  but  two  entries  in  this  years 
Fringe  (musical  Welcome  to  Eden, 
Population:  2  being  the  other),  the  rel- 
ative weakness  of  her  fictional  take 
on  Christopher  Marlowe's  last  year 
on  earth  leads  one  to  think  she'd  be 
better  off  sticking  to  song  and  dance. 
While  McWood's  cheeky  historical 


references  are  amusing  and  her  char- 
acters witty,  the  script's  modern  dia- 
logue sounds  out  of  place  amidst  the 
Elizabethan  costumes  and  setting, 
and  suffers  from  trying  far  too  hard 
to  be  clever.  The  production  is  saved 
by  a  few  solid  performances,  particu- 
larly Chris  Coculuzzi's  multi-faceted 
portrayal  of  the  title  character.  Jeff 
White  makes  a  hilariously  spacey 
Thomas  Kyd,  and  Kevin  Risk's  neb- 
bish  Will  Shakespeare  is  a  nice  con- 
trast to  Coculuzzi's  devil-may-care 
rebel  of  a  Marlowe.  When  these  three 
are  together  on  stage,  the  energy 
picks  up  considerably;  misguided  at- 
tempts at  humour  led  by  extraneous 
characters  such  as  two  wandering 
atheists  could  easily  be  cut.  In  the 
end,  the  show  is  mildly  interesting, 
but  not  enough  to  be  anything  more 
than  mediocre — and  would  Marlowe 
not  have  considered  mediocrity  a  big- 
ger insult  than  flaming  failure?  -YS 

Rating:  VWW 

Real  Time 

@  Theatre  Passe-Muraille  Mainspace 

Boy  meets  girl.  They  date,  get  to 
know  each  other,  and  maybe,  just 
maybe,  fall  in  love.  Sounds  cliched? 
Perhaps,  except  that  in  Matt  Alden's 
uber-charming  Real  Time,  the  boy, 
Billy  (Dan  Jeannotte)  is  a  computer 
nerd,  the  girl,  Jessie  (Caitlin  How- 
den),  is  a  beer-swilling  rebel  under 
house  arrest,  and  they  meet  online 
during  a  particularly  intense  game 
of  D&D.  Alden's  script  is  a  romantic 
comedy  for  the  21st  century,  and 
Jeannotte  and  Howden  handle  it  deft- 
ly, playing  not  only  the  opposites-at- 
tract  central  duo  of  the  tale,  but  a 
dozen  other  characters  while  they're 
at  it.  Director  Murray  Utas  keeps  the 
staging  simple  and  uncluttered  while 
moving  the  story  along  at  a  brisk  clip, 
handling  transitions  from  the  online 
world  to  the  "real"  world  without 
missing  a  beat.  The  key  ingredient  in 
a  successful  love  story  is  making  the 
audience  actually  want  the  lead  pair 
to  end  up  together,  and  this  is  where 
Real  Time  succeeds  in  droves.  With 
clever,  likeable  characters,  sympa- 
thetically portrayed  by  two  extreme- 
ly talented  young  actors  and  quirky, 
yet  heartfelt  dialogue,  one  can't  help 
but  cheer  as  the  play's  awkward  cou- 
ple finally  finds  love  beyond  heart- 
shaped  emoticons.  -YS 

Rating:  VWW 

Minotaur 

@  Robert  Gill  Theatre 

A  mystery-horror  play  set  in  Toronto, 
Minotaur  had  me  rapt  up  until  the 
very  end.  At  which  point  the  real  hor- 
ror was  the  tacked-on  ending  which 
avoided  a  plethora  of  more  interest- 
ing, scary,  and  meaningful  solutions. 


Set  in  a  university  classroom  an  ec- 
centric, self-centered  professor  (is 
that  redundant?)  introduces  the  au- 
dience, his  new  "class",  to  both  the 
mystery  of  the  Underwood  Property, 
a  century-old  house  with  an  enig- 
matic shaft  plummeting  down  from 
the  basement,  and  his  bizarre  aca- 
demic method  of  uncovering  what 
happened  to  a  disappeared  couple 
who  briefly  owned  the  home.  Using 
incomplete  bits  of  multimedia  and 
artifacts  (a  bit  of  video,  some  audio 
tape,  rants  scribbled  down  on  to  pa- 
per towel  rolls)  recovered  from  the 
bottom  of  the  shaft,  the  professor  has 
his  two  TAs,  Kieran  (Chris  Hanratty) 
and  Nora  (Trish  Lahde)  assume  the 
identities  of  the  perished  couple  and, 
using  a  Stanislavski-like  method,  at- 
tempt to  re-enact  the  horrific  events 
in  the  darkened  classroom.  Borrow- 
ing heavily  from  nu-horror  flicks  like 
The  Ring  and  The  Blair  Witch  Proj- 
ect, Minotaur  comes  complete  with 
spooky  noises,  hag-like  creatures, 
and  lots  of  blackouts  accompanied 
by  heavy,  fearful  breathing.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  horror,  there  are  lots  of 
funny  moments  in  Minotaur  many  of 
which  involve  classroom  humour. 
Despite  the  flawed,  summary  conclu- 
sion, this  show  had  many  redeeming 
and  promising  aspects.  -JB 

Rating:  VWW 

Three  Billy  Goats  Gruff 

@  Palmerston  Library  Theatre 

What  do  you  get  when  you  take  To- 
ronto's most  innovative  comedians, 
original  music  by  Sebastien  Grainger 
(of  local  noise-rock  duo  DFA  1979), 
and  a  classic  children's  story?  One  of 
the  best  shows  at  this  year's  Fringe 
festival,  that's  what.  This  fantastic, 
sarcastic,  and  ironic  take  on  the  story 
of  Three  Billy  Goats  Gruff  was  created 
by  and  stars  Katie  Crown  (Brenda), 
Terrance  Balazo  (Smithson  &  Twiz- 
zly),  Maggie  Maloney  (Peanut),  and 
Aaron  Knight  (Troll),  and  was  direct- 
ed by  the  inimitable  Kathleen  Phil- 
lips. The  story's  skeleton  is  the  same 
as  you  might  remember  from  child- 
hood— save  that  this  story's  villain 
is  a  pinstripe-wearing,  greasy-haired 
Business  Troll,  who  dupes  the  young- 
est Goat  Gruff  into  signing  a  slavery 
contract  when  she  asks  to  visit  his 
lush  and  lovely  "West  side."  With  the 
audience's  help,  her  elder  siblings 
have  to  hatch  an  elaborate  rescue 
scheme  that  involves  disguises,  se- 
cret admirers,  and  even  a  brush  with 
cannibalism.  Throughout  the  year. 
The  Cow  Over  Moon  Children's  The- 
atre Company  puts  on  this,  and  simi- 
lar productions  in  Mississauga,  and  if 
this  play  is  any  indication,  it's  worth 
the  trek  to  the  West  side  to  see  what 
they'll  come  up  with  next.  -JF 

Rating:  VWW 


The  Lab 

@  Royal  St.  George's  Parking  Lot 

Yes,  it's  another  one-man  show,  but 
don't  fear.  The  Lab  was  refreshingly 
more  than  just  another  Toronto 
theatre  actor  alone  on  stage  talk- 
ing about  himself.  Staged  in  a  long, 
dark  semi-trailer,  the  spooky  envi- 
ronment is  perfectly  suited  to  the 
story:  a  young  man  (Michael  Payne) 
answers  a  want  ad  and  lands  a  job  in 
a  mobile  cloning  facility.  The  open- 
ing 20  minutes  are  captivating  as 
the  eccentricities  of  his  coworkers 
and  the  rules  of  the  enigmatic  job 
are  revealed  with  brilliant,  somber 
story  telling.  Director  Ruth  Madoc- 
Jones  uses  simple  conventions  that 
are  clever  but  never  too  indulgent; 
for  example,  the  only  lights  used  to 
distinguish  the  six  characters  are  at- 
tached to  small  props  (designed  by 
J. P.  Robichaud).  However,  once  our 
hero  settles  into  his  post,  Payne's 
story  can't  keep  up  with  his  perfor- 
mance. Ultimately,  science  proves  to 
be  the  only  language  that  can  answer 
the  questions  so  brilliantly  posed  at 
the  top  of  the  play.  And  sadly,  sci- 
ence is  a  rather  boring  language  to 
listen  to  in  a  dark  trailer.  -FCO 

Rating:  VWW 

Giant  Killer  Shark 

@  Helena  Gardiner  Theatre 

It's  official:  Fringe  audiences  love  iro- 
ny. And  Giant  Killer  Shark  is  just  what 
the  doctor  ordered,  serving  up  large 
portions  of  cheesy  choreography 
(jazz  hands  abound!),  absurd  props 
(Nerf  guns  and  beanie  babies),  and 
a  flurry  of  references  to  Spielberg's 
1975  hit  about  a  certain  fish  with  a 
taste  for  young  swimmers.  Here's  the 
funny  thing  though:  it  all  works.  Sam 
Sutherland's  emo/electronic  score 
is  a  beautiful  accompaniment  to  the 
great  direction  of  Amy  Duncan.  The 
actors  are  spot  on,  and  they're  good 
singers  to  boot.  The  camaraderie 
between  a  scientist,  a  hardened  New 
York  City  Cop  and  one  very  drunk 
fisherman  is  apparent,  and  the  oddly 
expository  lyrics  ("I'm  dead/I'm  re- 
ally, really  dead")  only  resulted  in 
whistles  and  standing  ovations  from 
the  audience.  Giant  Kilter  Shark  has 
all  the  right  ingredients  to  be  a  cross- 
over hit  for  irony  lovers  everywhere. 
Now  all  Sutherland  needs  is  the  right 
actor  to  play  E.T.  and  he'll  be  set  for 
Fringe  2007.  -CL 

Rating:  VWvV 

The  Catering  Queen 

@  Tarragon  Mainstage 

For  playwright  and  actress  Alison 
Lawrence,  it  looks  like  the  14th  time's 
the  charm.  Her  first-ever  Fringe  ac- 
ceptance (the  festival  is  organized 


on  a  supposedly  "random"  lottery 
system),  Lawrence's  Fringe  debut  is  a 
"you  go  girl!"  saga  of  a  woman  in  her 
mid  30s  stuck  in  the  ultimate  dead- 
end job,  catering.  As  the  daughter  of 
a  caterer  myself,  1  loved  Lawrence's 
witty  observations  on  the  art  of  serv- 
ing food  to  rich  people  and  what  re- 
ally happens  behind  closed  kitchen 
doors.  Well-developed  characters, 
tons  of  zingers  and  great  chemistry 
between  leads  save  The  Catering 
Queen  from  being  Mary  Tyler  Moore 
with  a  side  of  tuna  tartare.  -CL 

Rating:  VWvV 

You  Talking  To  Me? 

@  St.  Vladimir's  Theatre 

Alright,  so  this  play  involves  a  char- 
acter who  has  a  psychological  dis- 
order where  he  can  only  speak  lines 
from  famous  movies,  but  the  story's 
not  about  him  per  se.  It  actually 
centres  around  his  pregnant,  guard- 
ian sister  and  her  seriously  flawed 
relationship  with  her  loading-dock, 
blue-collar  playboy  fiancee.  Does 
this  sound  like  a  winner  or  what? 
Basically  what  happens  is  that  the 
crazy  movie  guy  actually  gets  set 
up  on  a  blind  date  thanks  to  his  sis- 
ter, but  as  it  turns  out,  his  "date"  is 
loading-dock-dude's  ex-doxy  who  he 
was  banging  on  the  side  a  few  years 
back.  The  four  go  out  for  Chinese 
food,  and  while  preggo  is  in  the  can, 
the  homewrecker  makes  her  move 
to  lure  loading-dock  away  to  booze  it 
up  in  Vegas.  Even  though  our  filmy 
"Rainman"  overhears  the  whole 
thing,  he  struggles  with  his  verbal 
impasse  (which  is  never  explained!) 
to  warn  his  sister  about  the  impend- 
ing exodus.  In  hindsight,  1  should 
have  brought  a  pack  of  crackers  to 
this  show,  because  the  whole  thing 
was  one  giant  ball  of  cheese.  From 
the  painfully  predictable  and  sappy 
movie  quotes,  "life  is  like  a  box  of 
chocolates"  (oh,  God...),  "don't  cry 
for  me  Argentina"  (kill  me,  please), 
"you  had  me  at  hello"  (fuck,  fuck, 
fuck,  get  me  the  fuck  outta  here!) 
to  the  ultra-super-overly  expository 
monologues,  to  a  stage  "fight"  that 
looked  like  it  was  choreographed  by 
a  blind  pacifist,  this  show  sucked. 
There's  no  two  ways  about  it.  -JB 

Rating:  VWW 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVES 


•  More  Fringe  Reviews 

•  An  interview  with  Strangers  with 
Candy's  Amy  Sedarls 

•  Tons  of  hot  summer  movie  reviews 

•  Notes  from  Toronto's  underground 
music  scene,  visit 
www.thevarsity.ca 


sports@thevarsity.ca 

Blues  volley  two  to 
championship 

U  of  T  will  send  two  to  represent 
Canada  in  the  North,  Central  Ameri- 
can, and  Caribbean  Volleyball  Con- 
federation Championship  August  6- 
14.  Coming  off  an  all-star  campaign 
in  his  rookie  year,  student  Steven 
Kung  earned  a  spot  on  the  Cana- 
dian Junior  Men's  National  Team 
to  compete  at  the  championship  in 
Monterrey,  Mexico. 

He  will  be  joined  by  his  head 
coach  Jeff  Chung,  who  was  ap- 
pointed the  role  of  assistant  coach 
for  the  Junior  Men's  National  Team 
last  month.  The  Canadian  squad, 
in  a  pool  with  Cuba,  Puerto  Rico, 
and  the  Dominican  Republic,  will 
attempt  to  qualify  for  the  2007  Ju- 
nior Men's  World  Championships 
by  finishing  among  the  top  two  at 
the  event. 

—  CHRISTOPHE  POIRIER 
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Bronze  polish  reveals  star 

Five  U  of  T  athletes  represented 
Canada  at  the  North  American, 
Central  American,  and  Caribbean 
under-23  Track  and  Field  Champi- 
onships on  July  11. 

Joe  Campanelli  took  home  the 
bronze  in  the  10,000-metre  event 
with  a  time  of  31:04.62,  and  was 
the  sole  U  of  T  student  who  re- 
cieved  a  medal  in  Santo  Domingo, 
Dominican  Republic.  While  Canada 
finished  with  15  medals,  three  sil- 
vers, and  12  bronze,  Campanelli's 
perfromance  cemented  him  as  one 
of  the  top  long  distance  runners  in 
the  country. 

Other  U  of  T  athletes  were  Me- 
gan Brown,  who  finished  fourth  in 
the  1500-metre  at  4:24.41,  Jason 
Wurster,  who  placed  fourth  in  the 
pole  vault  at  5.05  metres,  and  U  of 
T's  male  athlete  of  the  year  Mark 
Stewart,  who  finished  fifth  in  the 
110-metre  at  14.43.  Mark  Dillon  also 
competed  in  the  high  jump. 
—  CP 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


»  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

•  Proven  Test-Takir)g  Strategies 

•  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

•  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

•  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

•  Free  Repeat  Policy 

•  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Sports'  five  most  infamous  acts: 
does  Zidane's  head-butt  make  it? 


Christophe  Poirier 

Sports  Editor 


While  the  world  of  athletics  can  leave 
spectators  with  beautiful  moments, 
its  underbelly  of  poor  sportsman- 
ship leaves  the  memory  of  viewers 
with  indelible  stains. 
Look  no  further  than  the  image  that 
tarnished  this  year's  world  cup. 
French  captain  Zinedine  Zidane  re- 
ceived a  three-game  suspension  and 
was  fined  $6,000  by  FIFA  as  punish- 
ment for  his  head-butt  to  Italy's  Mar- 
co Materazzi.  While  the  act  perhaps 
overshadows  a  tremendous  tourna- 
ment, it  fails  to  crack  the  top  five  of 
the  most  despicable  moments  in 
sports  history. 

5:  Disco  Demolition  Niglit 

What  might  be  the  most  ill-thought- 
out  promotional  scheme  ever  was 
the  "brain-child"  of  Mike  Veeck,  son 
of  then-Chicago  White  Sox  owner  Bill 
Veeck.  To  curb  plummeting  atten- 
dance rates,  Mike  used  his  hatred  for 
disco  as  a  means  to  get  people  in  the 
seats.  If  fans  showed  up  to  the  July 
12,  1979  double  header  against  the 
Detroit  Tigers  with  98  cents  and  a  dis- 
co record  ready  to  burn,  they  would 
be  treated  to  the  bonus  of  watching 
their  donation  be  detonated.  Fifty 
thousand  spectators  showed  up, 
and  the  frenzied  mob  went  nuts  after 
their  disco  pcu-aphernalia  was  sent 
to  kingdom  come.  The  bomb's  explo- 
sion ripped  a  ten  foot  chunk  out  of 
centre  field  and  catalyzed  the  crowd 
to  swarm  the  grass  and  start  several 
fires.  By  the  time  policemen  in  riot 
gear  controlled  the  mob  Chicago  was 
forced  to  concede  the  game.  It  re- 
mains the  last  forfeiture  in  American 
League  history. 

4:  "Rocket"  Richard's 
tomahawk 

When  "Rocket"  Richard  deliberately 
injured  Hal  Laycoe  by  tomahawking 
him  over  the  head  with  his  stick  on 
March  13,  1955,  he  was  sent  off  for 
the  remainder  of  the  match.  When 
he  then  punched  out  linesman  Cliff 
Thompson,  then-NHL  president  Clar- 
ence Campbell  banned  Richard  for 
the  remainder  of  the  season.  The  loss 
of  their  most  talented  player  caused 
an  insidious  uproar  amongst  Habs 
fans.  When  Campbell  attended  a  Ca- 
nadiens  game  in  Montreal  later  that 
year,  he  was  pelted  with  eggs  and 
the  arena  was  evacuated  as  an  out- 
of-control  crowd  took  to  the  streets. 
The  ensuing  riot  caused  $500,000  in 
damage. 

3:  Tyson  Bites  Holyfield's  ear 

Mike's  ferociously  feral  ways  were 
brought  to  a  pay-per-view  audience 
June  28,  1997.  In  the  third  round  of 
his  second  bout  against  Evander 
Holyfield,  the  ex-convict  Tyson  bit 
a  piece  of  his  opponent's  ear  off 
— twice —  before  being  disqualified. 
He  was  fined  $3  million  and  banned 
from  boxing  for  one  year. 

2:  The  Artest  IVIelee 

After  giving  a  hard  foul  to  Detroit 
centre  Ben  Wallace  in  the  waning 
moments  of  a  97-82  Pacer  victory, 
Ron  Artest  lay  down  on  the  scorer's 
table  in  mock  placidity  while  players 
brawled  at  centre  court.  But  when  a 
fan  in  the  stands  hit  Indiana's  forward 
with  a  cup  of  beer,  Artest  snapped. 
He  charged  into  the  seats  —  and 
without  knowing  who  threw  the  cup 


—  started  punching  random  specta- 
tors. Quickly  joining  the  fracas  were 
teammates  Stephen  Jackson,  David 
Harrison,  and  Jermaine  O'Neal.  All 
four  were  suspended,  with  Artest  re- 
ceiving the  brunt  of  the  punishment 
at  86  games  without  pay. 

l:The  Soccer  War 

While  hooligans  and  riots  are  a  not- 
vuncommon  aspect  of  futebol,  the 
real-life  ramifications  of  a  game  were 
never  more  pronounced  than  be- 
tween El  Salvador  and  Honduras  in 
the  late  sixties.  Political  and  social 
upheavals  between  the  two  nations 
made  tensions  high,  and  during  the 
1969  North  American  qualifying  tour- 
nament for  the  1970  World  Cup,  the 
animosity  boiled  over. 

Honduras  won  the  first  leg  of  a 
best  of  three  affair  with  a  1-0  win.  A 
relatively  friendly  match,  it  quickly 
turned  ugly  when  Honduras  traveled 
to  San  Salvador  for  the  second  game 
of  the  tournament.  Two  nights  before 
the  contest,  the  Honduras  team  had 
their  hotel  burned  down,  and  were 
lucky  enough  to  have  no  casualties. 
The  next  night  in  a  new  hotel,  the 
rowdy  Salvadorans  again  harassed 
the  visiting  team,  keeping  them  from 
their  sleep  by  singing  their  "apolo- 
gies" until  daybreak. 

The  exhausted  Honduran  squad 
was  pinned  for  a  3-0  loss,  and  barely 
escaped  back  home  as  Salvadorans 
rioted  after  the  match.  The  bitter- 
ness boiled  over  after  El  Salvador 
won  the  third  and  final  match  3-2  in 
extra  time,  causing  Honduras  to  im- 
mediately cut  diplomatic  relations 
with  their  neighbour.  Two  weeks 
later  on  July  14,  El  Salvador  attacked 
Honduras.  The  war  lasted  five  days, 
but  at  the  cost  of  2,000  lives,  the 
majority  of  which  were  Honduran.  It 
remains  a  vein  of  bad  blood  between 
the  nations. 


Zinedine  Zidane's  head-butt  on  Marco  Materazzi  (top),  while  impolite,  is  by  no  means 
the  worst  act  in  sports  history.  Mike  Tyson  biting  off  Evander  Holyfield's  ear?  That's 
more  like  it. 
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DOWNTOWN  TORONTO  By  Jason  Kieffer 


DOWNTOWN  TORONTO  By  Jason  Kieffer 


AHHH  HA-HA! 


VE*\H...  BOTX  OON'T  SIT  AWOLIN  O 
ALt  D^X   FANTASIZING-  A0OUT 
PRINCESS   L£iS  CHAINeo  UP  IN  A.  G-OCO  | 
BIKINI.    LIKE.  WK^T   ARE     VOL)  -- 
THIRTEEN  oft  SOMeTHlMO?... 


Ar*o  Besioes,  C  M  not  eve 
TALKING  a6out  that  part 

TACK'NCr  ABOUT  TH£   PART  AFTER 
THAT.   V'KMOw ...  AFTCR  sue  /r— 
Klt-l-'b    TA&&A  TH£   HOT...  XIZ 


r.  x'n  Vj- 
AFTER  X 


YEAH...  ano  THfN  sue  estAPf  s  and 
Jumps  omto  that  fuckih'  LAseR- 

CANNON  turret  aKO  STARTS  4HOOT1N& 

&t»YS_vjiTH  it!   fuck  man  SHE 
eveM  HesiTATe  or 

ANVTH(N&!   ^Hf  TUST 
STARTS  OFPiNi;^  &OYS 
ONC  A>rT£R  ANOTrteB) 
MAN,  CM  Tet,t-'N& 
A  -  -  IT'S  TOTAU-t 


Don't  lose  your  head 

write  for  sports 
sports@thevarsity.ca 


CLASSIFIEDS 


FOR  SALE 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-piciced  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 

FUN  FAST  SUMMER  CAR! 

1985  VW  Cabriolet,  .5spd,'96  2.0L  Engine 
Conversion,  new  roof,  custom  exhaust, 
skirt  package,  winter  stored,  no  rust, 
good  paint,  Recaro  seats,  CD,  little  to 
safety,  MUST  SEE!  $3500  OBO  -  Must  sell! 
416-807-5526 


EDITING 


PROOFREADING  SERVICE 
ONSCREEN,  FAST,  PROFESSIONAL 

Theses,  essays,  letters,  statements, 
2.5y  experience.  We  correct  grammar, 
improve  logic  and  flow.  Full  information 
at  WWW.CHECKEDITCOM.  Phone  905- 
335-3192. 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and  dis- 
sertations, from  style  to  format.  APA 
style  a  speciality.  Mary  Anne  Carswell, 
MA,  MEd,  mcarswell@sympatico.ca  , 
416-303-3106. 

EXPERT  EDITOR 

Thorough  editing  of  theses,  term 
papers,  and  applications  on  hard  copy 
or  computer  file.  Expertise  in  human 
rights,  world  business,  bestediting.ca 
Call  V.  Smith,  416-690-2576. 


Advertise  in 


fWARSITY 


ads@thevarsity.ca 
Or  call  I 
416-946-7604 . 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.) 
,   Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25. 
Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 
the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission. 
Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email.  NEXT  DEADLINE-  AUGUST  31. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


75  St.  George 
Street 

in  Morrison  Hall 
(across  from 
Sid  Smith) 

M-F  8am-8pm 


Come  check  us  out! 

We  offer  a  daily  luncti  special,  soups, 
baked  goods,  sandwiches,  wraps,  veggies, 
fruit  salads,  yogurts,  sweets,  espressos, 
cappuccinos,  chips,  ice  cream  and  more... 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


®  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

®  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

^  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

«  Comprehensive  Teaching  IMaterials 

f  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

*  Teacher  Placement  Service 

t  Job  Guarantee  Included 

«  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

J  Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-924-3240I1-800-779-1779 
www.oxfordsemlnars.com 


theYARSlTY 


1 

i 

TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  5, 2006 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO'S  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SINCE  1880 


www.thevarsity.ca 

VOL.  CXXVII,  K0.4| 


2   TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  5, 2006 

mmmmmmmmmimmmmttmmmmmmmmmmmmm 


VARSITY  NEWS 


news@thevarsity.ca 


OPIRG  -  Toronto  will  be  offering  levy 
refunds  to  Graduate,  Full-Time  and  Part- 
time  Undergraduate  UofT  students  at 
St.  George  Campus  on  the  following  days: 


September  5  -  28,  2006 
11am  -  6pm 
Monday  to  Thursday  ONLY 
101-563  Spadina  Avenue 
416.978,7770  for  further  information. 

YOU  MUST  BRING  PICTURE  ID  AND  PROOF  OF  FEES  PAID. 


JOB  POSTING  -  GROUNDS-KEEPER  /  GARDENER 


Part-Time  Student  Position  ot  the  NEWMAN  CENTRE, 
89  St.  George  Street,  Toronto 

Purpose  of  Position: 

To  maintoin  cleon,  safe,  and  attractive  grounds  and  gardens  atttie  Newmon  Centre  with  on  emphasis  on  the 
spring,  sunimer  and  fall  seosons.  To  ensure  safe  access  to  the  house  and  church  through  removol  of  snow 
and  ice  in  the  winter  months. 

Reports  to:  Business  Manager,  Newman  Centre 

Job  Duties: 

Upkeep  grounds  surrounding  house  and  church;  includes  cutting  and  maintaining  lawn,  raking  leoves,  cutting 
hedges,  pruning  bushes,  weeding  and  edging,  contracting  for  trimming  or  removal  of  tree  branches  or  trees. 
Water  grass  and  gardens  to  keep  plonts  and  flowers  healthy  and  attractive  on  a  daily  basis.  Pickup  garboge 
on  the  property  and  in  flower  beds.  Sweep  driveways,  walkways  &  porch.  Chonge  light  bulbs  outside  of 
buildings. 

Prepore  gardens  for  preflonting  in  spring;  includes  removal  ond  turning  over  soil,  odding  fertilizer,  etc 
Purchase  flowers  to  plant  in  spring.  Close  down  garden  for  fall,  including,  trimming  of  plants,  clean  up  of 
flower  beds,  etc. 

Opfmat  Extra  hours  available  in  winter  to  shovel  snow  and  remove  ice  hom  driveway,  walkways,  steps  to 
ensure  safe  occess  to  house  and  church. 

Normal  Working  Hours:  20  hours  per  week  (April  -  October) 

1 0  hours  per  week  (November  -  March)  +  snow  removal  (optionol) 

Job  Requirements/Skills: 

Experience  in  grounds-keeping  and  gardening  a  must.  Ability  to  work  independently  to  handle  job 
responsibilities  with  minimal  supervision.  Good  planning  and  hme  management  skills.  Ability  to  work  well 
with  others.  Willingness  to  take  personal  responsibility  for  job  assignments  and  take  initiative  to  correct 
problem  areas. 

If  Interested:  Please  fax  resume  to  (416)  596-6920  or  email  to 
coordinator@newmantoronto.(om.  Starting  date:  ASAP 


Teaching  Assistants'  Training  Program 
(TATP) 
Fall  Seminar  Series 

Online  Registration  Opens  September  5th! 
Sessions  start  on  September  15th,  2006 

Titles  include: 

•  First  Time  TA  (Humanities) 

•  First  Time  TA  (Social  Sciences) 

•  First  Time  TA  (Physical  and  Life  Sciences) 

•  First  Time  TA  (Engineering) 

•  Preparing  the  Teaching  Dossier 

•  Evaluating  Class  Porticipation  in  the  Humanities,  Arts  &  Social  Sciences 

•  Responding  to  Student  Papers  (Without  Killing  Yourself) 

•  Engaging  Students  in  Large  Classes 

•  Are  We  Having  Fun  Yet?:  Teaching  to  Different  Learning  Styles 

•  TA  Dilemmas  and  the  Ethics  of  Teaching 

•  Surviving  and  Enjoying  Lab  Teaching 

•  Teaching  First-Year  Students 

•  Microteaching  Sessions 

More  sessions  will  be  added  throughout  the  fall  term.  Check  website  for 
updates! 

All  sessions  ore  open  to  University  of  Toronto  graduate  students. 
All  sessions  are  free. 

For  full  seminar  descriptions  and  to  register  after  September  5th,  please 
visit  our  website:  www.utoronto.ca/tatp 


Ex-U  of  T  profs  under  fire 
for  'espionage' 

Ramin  Jahanbegloo,  a  former  U  of 
T  professor,  was  releaseci  on  bail 
on  Wednesday.  Aug.  30,  after  being 
held  for  four  monttis  by  Iran.  His  re- 
lease came  after  months  of  interna- 
tional pressure  from  intellectuals, 
politicians,  and  citizens. 


It  followed  on  the  heels  of  an  al- 
leged videotape  that  shows  Jahan- 
begloo admitting  to  espionage  and 
attempting  to  lead  a  revolution  on 
behalf  of  the  US.  He  remains  with- 
out formal  charges  and  has  a  slim 
chance  of  fair  trail. 

Another  former  U  of  T  professor 
was  arrested  this  summer  While 
traveling   in   Israel.  Ghazi-Walid 


Falah,  an  Arab  vSiPIMiFlsraeli- 

Canad  ian  citizenship,  was  held  on 
suspicion  of  spying  for  Iran  and  He- 
zbollah. 

Israel  claimed  Falah  refused  to 
follow  police  orders  while  taking 
photos  in  the  town  of  Nahariya. 
Falah  was  released  on  July  30,  after 
spending  22  days  in  jail. 
-GUS  CONSTANTINOU 
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A  final  farewell  to  a 
beautiful  mind 


Josephine  Lee 

VARSITY  STAFF 


By  the  time  he  was  in  Grade  6,  Robert  Harrington 
Leigh  was  already  proving  himself  a  force  to  be 
reckoned  with  in  the  world  of  mathematics.  He  was 
involved  in  math  competitions,  training  camps  for 
the  Olympiad,  and  a  Saturday  math  club  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Alberta,  where  he  met  his  future  mentor, 
U  of  A  math  professor  Dr.  Andy  Liu. 

The  young  man's  skills  were  so 
extraordinary,  Liu  invited  him  to 
weekly  private  sessions  on  the 
campus. 

Three  years  later,  Leigh  received 
an  honourable  mention  at  the  pres- 
tigious Canadian  Mathematical 
Olympiad,  a  contest  in  which  only 
a  handful  of  high  school  students 
across  Canada  are  invited  to  par- 
ticipate. He  also  published  two 
papers  in  international  journals 
and  won  Edmonton's  annual  Junior 
High  Mathematical  Contest.  While 
still  in  grade  9,  the  young  prodigy 
had  already  completed  his  grade 
12  made  requirements,  and  accord- 
ing to  Liu,  was  reading  400-level 
university  material. 

Leigh's  remarkable  talent  not  only  won  him 
titles,  prizes  and  accolades,  but  also  gave  him 
the  opportunity  to  travel  from  his  hometown  of 
Edmonton  to  Ontario,  Newfoundland,  and  at  one 
point,  Glasgow,  Scotland  to  represent  Canada  at 
the  International  Mathematical  Olympiad. 

It  was  not  until  he  was  in  university  that  Robert 
Harrington  Leigh  began  to  feel  his  natural  math- 
ematical inquisitiveness  being  stifled.  Liu  says 
that  in  his  first  two  years,  Leigh  was  still  able  to 
maintain  "mathematical  curiosity,"  but  as  he  pro- 
gressed further  in  his  study,  he  was  forced  to  nar- 
row his  focus. 

This  development  was  evidenced  in  his  perfor- 
mance at  the  William  Lowell  Putnam  Mathemati- 


Robert  Barrington 
(1986-2006) 


cal  Competition  for  the  three  years  he  was  at  U 
of  T.  The  Putnam  draws  some  2,000  students  each 
year  from  all  the  top  schools  in  North  America  in- 
cluding Princeton,  MIT  and  Harvard.  Leigh  placed 
in  the  top  10  his  first  two  years,  but  in  his  third 
year,  he  finished  in  a  three-way  tie  for  the  11-13 
place — and  out  of  the  top  ten  for  the  first  time  in 
his  life. 

But  regardless  of  his  success  in  any  endeavour, 
friends,  peers  and  faculty  never  had  an  unkind 
word  to  say  about  the  tall,  soft-spo- 
ken math  whiz.  John  Bland,  Head  of 
U  of  T's  Mathematics  Department 
describes  Leigh  as  "exceptional  in 
every  way:  smiling  and  pleasant, 
polite,  kind  and  helpful  to  his  fel- 
low students".  He  was  extremely 
well-liked,  modest  and  always  will- 
ing to  help  out  others. 

He  was  also  incredibly  well- 
rounded,  with  talents  in  several 
diverse  areas.  Leigh  was  a  skilled 
lighting  and  sound  technician,  an 
avid  outdoorsman  and  an  enthu- 
siastic pianist — a  modern  Renais- 
sance man. 

On  Aug.  13,  Robert  Barrington 
Leigh  left  his  Edmonton  home  on 
his  medium-blue  Raleigh  "Cliffhanger"  bike,  head- 
ing for  a  folk  music  festival.  He  would  not  return. 
At  11:30  p.m.,  he  sent  his  girlfriend  a  text  mes- 
sage— the  last  anyone  heard  of  him. 

On  Aug.  22,  River  Tours  West  owner  Alan  Flynn 
spotted  a  body  near  the  north  bank  of  the  North 
Saskatchewan  River,  while  working  with  a  city 
drainage  worker.  The  body  was  positively  identi- 
fied using  dental  records  and  ID  found  on  the  body, 
bringing  the  intense  ten-day  search  for  Robert 
Barrington  Leigh  to  a  tragic  end. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  U  of  T  has  lost  not  only  a 
brilliant  mathematical  mind,  but  also  a  caring  and 
compassionate  student  who  was  an  inspiration  to 
all  who  met  him.  Robert  Barrington  Leigh  will  be 
deeply  missed. 


-Leigh 
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Pro-life  group  complains 

A  U  of  T  pro-life  campus  group  is 
miffed  witli  SAC  because  they  were 
unable  to  insert  pro-life  pamphlets 
into  Orientation  frosh  kits. 

In  a  statement  sent  Friday,  the 
University  of  Toronto  Students  for 
Life  (UTSFL),  who  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment,  said  that 


they  had  been  subjected  to  unfair 
treatment  "as  had  been  clearly  dem- 
onstrated by  SAC's  inconsistencies" 
and  hinted  at  possible  discrimina- 
tion based  on  the  groups  views. 

The  pamphlets  contain  a  picture 
of  a  baby  and  woman  on  either  side 
with  a  collection  of  information 
about  abortion.  Sources  stated  in- 
clude Statistics  Canada  and  several 


science  and  health  journals.  The 
same  facts  are  available  on  the  Alli- 
ance for  Life  Ontario  website. 

SAC  general  manager  Rick  Telfer 
said  that  SAC  would  not  comment 
on  the  issue,  adding,  "unfortunate- 
ly, club  representatives  appear  to 
be  twisting  the  facts  into  a  bizarre 
conspiracy  theory." 
-KEVIN  WONG 


Simmer  slowly  until  cooked 

Aramark's  plan  for  campus  eateries  will  take  a  while  to  complete 


Adeel  Ahmad 


Campus  dining  at  U  of  T  is  in  the 
midst  of  significant  changes  at  the 
start  of  the  2006/07  academic  year. 
Various  ethnic  cuisines,  halal  and 
vegetarian  options  will  now  be 
available  on  campus,  along  with  in- 
creased seating  and  greater  conve- 
nience, according  to  Robert  Zmak, 
general  manager  of  Aramark  Cam- 
pus Services  at  U  of  T. 

What  remains  unclear  is  how 
soon  the  changes  will  be  seen  by 
students  given  the  limitations  on 
construction  at  a  busy  campus. 

"What  we're  proposing  to  do  is... 
develop  the  student  experience," 
said  Zmak,  speaking  about  planned 
changes. 

He  said  that  students  will  be  im- 
pressed by  "the  type  and  variety  of 
food,"  as  well  as  the  convenience 
of  "being  able  to  pick  something 
up  and  take  it  with  you."  Diners 
will  notice  "the  abundance  of  selec- 
tion." Aramark  is  "focusing  on  [the] 
freshness,  the  variety.  We're  going 
to  get  away  from  the  sliced  bread 
sandwiches  mom  used  to  make." 

Philadelphia-based  Aramark  was 
awarded  a  ten-year  contract,  start- 
ing Aug.  1,  to  provide  food  on  the 
St.  George  campus.  The  company 
already  feeds  U  of  T's  Scarborough 
campus. 


The  dish  on  campus  eateries.. 


Wonder  what'll  be  cooking  at  Sidney  Smith  next  week?  Well,  go  online 
to  http://utoronto.campusdish.com  and  your  curiosity  will  be  sated. 
The  University  of  Toronto's  food  services  website  outlines  many  of 
its  specific  programs  and  venues  within  weekly  menus  that  students 
can  view  in  advance  to  plan  their  meals. 

Students  will  find  the  Spice  program  at  Robarts  Library,  Sid  Smith 
and  Med  Sci,  which  will  offer  "ethnic-based  cuisine"  with  halal  and 
vegetarian  options. 

A  Booster  Juice  and  salad  bar  will  be  added  at  Med  Sci  as  well  as 
a  Booster  Juice  at  the  Southside  Cafe  at  Sid  Smith.  The  New  College 
dining  hall  will  be  re-designed  to  offer  a  salad  bar,  vegan  station  and 
greater  convenience  with  respect  to  meal  timings. 

At  press  time,  the  website  was  listing  menus  for  Sid's  Southside 
Cafe,  the  Library  Cafe,  the  Sandfird  Fleming  Cafe,  and  the  Medical 
Sciences  Cafe. 


There  was  a  six-week  period 
between  the  Aramark  takeover 
and  the  start  of  classes  on  Sept. 
11,  meaning  that  many  of  the  im- 
provements and  renovations  will 
be  phased  in  during  the  school 
year.  Zmak  did  say,  however,  that 
much  of  the  construction  is  to  be 
complete  by  the  start  of  the  fall  se- 
mester. 

Additions  will  be  made  to  exist- 
ing services  at  Medical  Sciences 
Building,  Sidney  Smith,  Sandford 
Fleming,  as  well  as  the  renovation 
of  the  New  College  dining  hall.  It 


was  unclear,  however,  just  how  no- 
ticeable and  how  swift  the  changes 
would  be.  As  of  Sept.  1,  there  were 
no  discernible  differences  at  the 
Robarts  food  court  or  the  South- 
side  Cafe  at  Sid  Smith. 

"It's  the  pasta  place  with  a  differ- 
ent name,"  said  a  student  at  Ro- 
barts. 

Aramark's  scope,  too,  is  limited. 
None  of  the  changes,  present  or  fu- 
ture, deal  with  the  sleepy  east  side 
of  campus.  According  to  Zmak,  Ara- 
mark is  contracted  by  the  universi- 
ty to  service  only  the  west  side. 


9:15  a.m.:  Waiting  for  the  morning  bell  to  trade 
stocks 


A  DAY  IN  THE  LIFE  OF 


5:25  p.m.:  Suiting  up  at  football  practice  as  captain 
of  the  jocks 


WHO:  George  Polyzois,  a 
fourth-year  commerce 
and  economics  student 
who  captains  the  Var- 
sity Blues  football  team. 
George  trades  stocks  in 
the  morning,  practices 
football  for  two  hours 
in  the  afternoon,  and 
squeezes  school  some- 
where in  between. 

WHERE:  Stock-trading  at 
the  SwiftTrade  Campus 
offices  at  Avenue  Road 
and  Bloor  Street  West; 
the  tackling  takes  place 
on  back  campus  most 
afternoons. 

SHOP  TALK:  There  are  two 
ways  of  making  money 
off  a  trade,  George  ex- 
plains. Beside  the  tra- 
ditional "buy  low,  sell 
high,"  there's  something 
called  selling  short, 
where  a  trader  dumps 
a  chunk  of  shares  now 
with  the  hope  their 
price  will  fall,  so  the 
trader  can  buy  them 
back  for  less. 

"I  do  500  trades  a 
day.  Five  hundred  and 
upward  nowadays," 
he  says.  George  has 
raked  in  enough  to 
cover  his  tuition  for  the 
year — a  rather  better 
record  than  the  football 
team's. 
-MIKE  GHENU 


Eat  at  Sammy's 


Veteran  restaurateur  Sammy  Salhia  takes  the  reins  at  Hart  House 


Havlev  Morrison 


Hanging  in  limbo  since  January, 
the  much  loved  Arbor  room  finally 
switched  hands  on  June  30th.  De- 
spite the  February  protests  and 
petition  launched  by  SAC,  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Part  Time  Students,  and 
CUPE  (Canadian  Union  of  Public 
Employees)  the  Hart  House  Board 
of  Stewards  went  ahead  with  their 
decision  to  change  food  .  service 
providers. 

On  Aug.  9,  Hart  House  Warden 
Margaret  Hancock  announced 
that  the  51-year-old  establishment 
would  be  replaced  by  Sammy's 
Student  Exchange,  run  by  Sammy 
Salhia.  Being  in  the  restaurant  busi- 
ness for  over  30  years  and  presently 
operating  both  a  fast  food  style  deli 
and  restaurant,  Hancock  is  con- 
fident about  Sammy's  restaurant 
know  how.  Along  with  his  daughter 
Sabrina,  Sammy  intends  to  improve 
and  enhance  "the  character  and  nu- 
tritional value"  of  fast  food  options 
previously  served  in  the  Hart  House 
cafeteria. 

Hancock  maintained  that  SAC's 


campaign  against  Hart  House  was 
"misinformed,"  and  that  the  student 
body  had  been  legitimately  repre- 
sented in  the  ultimate  decision.  Al- 
lan Varlacki,  Secretary  of  the  House 
Committee  on  Governance  and  Poli- 
cy Matters  at  Hart  House,  adds  that 
of  the  various  committees,  students 
make  up  the  largest  proportion  on 
the  board. 

In  terms  of  the  10  union  jobs  lost 
in  the  transfer,  Hancock  is  adamant 
that  the  union  workers  will  retain 
their  salary  and  benefits  and  that 
job  relocation  is  an  ongoing  process 
which  the  Board  remains  both  obli- 
gated and  committed  to.  She  is  also 
confident  that  Sammy's  "family  run" 
exchange  will  bring  with  it  a  won- 
derful attitude.  Hancock  is  unaware 
if  Sammy  intends  to  raise  prices, 
but  reaffirms  that  Sammy's  services 
have  been  selected  because  they  co- 
incide with  Hart  House's  interest  to 
provide  fresh,  healthy  and  reason- 
ably priced  food  for  the  students. 

Sammy's  will  continue  to  offer 
lounge  space,  big  screen  TV  pro- 
gramming, Jazz  @  the  Oscars,  Spo- 
ken Word,  art  exhibitions  and  live 


Sammy  Salhia 


entertainment. 
Aside  from 
hosting  open 
Mic,  world 
music  and  pub 
nights, Sabrina 
also  intends 
to  invite  "lo- 
cal breweries 
and  wineries 
to  showcase 

their  products"  such  as  wine  and 
cheese  to  prospective  clientele. 

Despite  the  opposition  launched 
against  Sammy's,  Salhia  is  not  at 
all  hesitant  about  accepting  the  of- 
fer to  run  the  campus  facility  and  is 
confident  that  his  menu  will  be  ca- 
tered precisely  to  the  needs  of  the 
students.  The  newly  renovated  cafe- 
teria will  now  offer  Sammy's  minute- 
made  shawarmas,  hot  plate  meals, 
homemade  pizzas,  open  faced  sand- 
wich melts,  paninis,  a  gourmet  salad 
bar,  fresh  smoothies  and  espressos. 
Vegan  offerings  will  go  beyond  the 
requisite  veggie  burger,  and  daily 
specials  will  include  multinational 
foods  to  cater  to  the  diverse  student 
body. 
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Crikey -'Crocodile 
Hunter'  croaks! 

In  an  act  of  poetic  justice  gone- 
slightly-askew.  Steve  Irwin  was 
struck  down  by  a  stingray  this  week- 
end, while  filming  an  upcoming 
episode  of  his  show.  Though  short- 
tailed  stingrays  are  not  known  to 
be  aggressive,  they  do  have  a  scor- 


pion-like tail,  complete  with  a  barb, 
which  pierced  Irwin's  chest.  Known 
for  his  death  defying  encounters 
with  everything  from  lions,  to  ko- 
modo  dragons,  poisonous  snakes, 
and,  naturally,  crocodiles.  In  2004, 
Irwin  became  the  subject  of  contro- 
versy when  he  entered  a  crocodile 
pen  while  toting  his  month-old  son. 
-KEVIN  WONG 


SAC's  Hassum  preaches  outreach 

Fight  for  student  centre,  24-hour  Gerstein  are  student  union's  top  priorities 


Josephine  Lee 

VARSITY  STAFF 


SAC  chairperson  Jen  Hassum  has 
outlined  five  primary  priorities  as 
well  as  a  number  of  secondary  is- 
sues that  will  make  up  the  student 
union's  2006-2007  agenda. 

First  on  the  agenda  is  outreach, 
specifically  reaching  out  to  stu- 
dents to  let  them  know  that  SAC's 
different  advocacies  and  services 
go  beyond  supplying  cheaper  TTC 
metro  passes.  "That's  been  a  huge 
problem,"  said  Hassum. 

Among  numerous  initiatives,  she 
and  SAC  VP  of  Campus  Life  Camille 
Cendana  will  be  taking  two  weeks 
off  in  September  and  going  into 
classrooms  to  make  announce- 
ments and  encourage  student  par- 
ticipation. 

"I  think  a  lot  of  people  don't  know 
that  SAC  is  a  good  example  of  a 
direct  democracy  because  unlike 
many  other  student  unions,  every 
member  has  a  vote  and  a  voice  at 
our  commission  meetings.  So  if 
people  wanna  see  SAC  changed, 
they  just  need  to  come  to  one  of  our 
meetings  and  propose  something." 

The  union  will  also  address  the 
problem  of  childcare  space,  par- 
ticularly at  UTM,  with  an  enormous 
campaign  involving  distributing 
10,000  postcards,  which  students 
will  sign  and  then  return  to  SAC. 
SAC  hopes  to  use  the  signed  post- 
cards to  persuade  the  administra- 
tion to  establish  a  childcare  facility 


at  UTM. 

SAC  will  also  follow  up  on  issues 
of  diversity  and  tolerance  on-cam- 
pus,  in  light  of  the  "Islamophobic" 
incidents  of  the  past  spring. 
"We're  working  on  a  campaign 
with  [the  Canadian  Federation  of 
Students].  We'll  also  be  distribut- 
ing pins  that  say,  'No  Islamphobia, 
anti-Semitism,  racism'  during  Frosh 
Week.  We're  gonna  be  having  some 
follow-up  events  and  really  trying  to 
work  to  make  our  campus  inclusive 
and  to  make  sure  that  if  there  are 
any  other  problems  in  the  future 
that  we  come  together  as  a  commu- 
nity," said  Hassum. 

Tuition  fees  are  another  focus  of 
intense  scrutiny.  SAC  recently  ex- 
pressed alarm  over  projected  tu- 
ition revenues,  saying  that  tuition 
seemed  to  be  increasing  at  a  larger 
rate  than  that  allowed  by  the  provin- 
cial government.  Hassum  explains 
that  SAC  hopes  to  make  tuition  fees 
a  main  issue  so  that  by  the  time  of 
the  2007  provincial  elections,  the 
union  will  be  able  to  lobby  political 
parties  to  make  a  commitment  to 
stopping  tuition  fee  increases. 

The  last  of  the  five  priorities  is 
the  issue  of  creating  a  student  com- 
mons. 

"There's  an  advisory  committee 
on  student  space  and  SAC  has  a 
seat  on  it  and  we've  submitted  our 
proposal.  I  actually  have  the  draft 
report  for  the  committee  and  we're 
gonna  pass  it  at  the  next  meeting 
and  then  look  into  what  buildings 


we  can  work  on  immediately  and 
what  we  can  commit  to  for  perma- 
nent facilities." 

Though  these  five  issues  are  sin- 
gled out  as  the  top  priorities  of  the 
year,  it  is  unlikely  that  students  will 
see  tangible  or  significant  results 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 
"A  lot  of  our  organizational  priori- 
ties like  outreach,  how  do  you  judge 
if  you're  successful  at  outreach?  The 
childcare  issue,  we're  not  gonna  see 
a  permanent  facility  build  next  year, 
but  we're  definitely  gonna  be  rais- 
ing it  as  an  issue.  Same  thing  with 
Islamophobia:  we're  never  gonna 
declare  victory  to  diversity  and  tol- 
erance but  I  think  these  [issues]  are 
very  ambitious  and  even  just  going 
at  them  and  putting  them  out  there 
and  making  them  an  issue  within 
the  university  community  is  worth- 
while." 

Students  will  see  more  definite 
results  from  work  on  the  agenda's 
"secondary"  issues.  These  include 
trying  to  make  Gerstein  a  24-hour 
library,  expanding  the  Walk  Safer 
program's  hours  (it  currently  oper- 
ates until  midnight),  and  creating  a 
student  rights  handbook  to  be  dis- 
tributed in  September  or  October. 

"A  lot  of  these  secondary  issues  I 
think  we  can  definitely  get  victories 
on,"  said  Hassum.  "But  as  for  the  pri- 
mary ones,  well,  I  think  we've  gotten 
the  ball  rolling.  We've  already  been 
working  on  all  these  issues  for  the 
past  four  months  and  we've  already 
started  to  get  by  it.  I'm  optimistic." 


//  ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE:  WHO  SPEAKS  FOR  YOU? 
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Check  www.thevarsity.ca/news  to  read  a  special  report  about  the  student 
organizations  who  make  noise  on  your  behalf.  What  sets  the  Canadian  Federation 
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New  web 
service 
means  less 
memory 
work 

Erica  Cupido  

A  wealth  of  information  can  be  ac- 
cessed through  the  University  of  To- 
ronto websites,  but  between  ROSI, 
UtorlD,  library  catalogues,  WebCT, 
and  CCNET,  students  are  often 
overwhelmed  by  the  choices — and 
by  the  number  of  logins  they  must 
memorize. 

But  a  new  pilot  project,  called 
Blackboard,  has  just  been  launched 
at  U  of  T  to  provide  a  student  portal 
that  pools  both  academic  and  non- 
academic  information  in  the  same 

SEE 'BLACKPOARD'- NEXT  PAGE 
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//CRIME-IN-BRIEF 


Big 

Brother  is 
watching  - 
your  laptop 


Shaun  Alphonso 


A  new  laptop  security  device  now 
offered  by  the  U  of  T  campus  police 
aims  to  curb  campus  laptop  thefts, 
ninety  per  cent  which  befall  stu- 
dents, according  to  U  of  T  campus 
police  Const.  Peter  Franchi. 

A  "security  plate"  with  a  track- 
ing number  is  stuck  onto  your  lap- 
top, using  very  sticky  glue.  Even  if 
thieves  pry  it  off,  an  indelible  tattoo 
underneath  will  inform  any  and  all 
that  the  piece  of  equipment  is  sto- 
len. 

The  plates  are  offered  by  an  Amer- 
ican company  called  STOP  (Security 
Tracking  of  Office  Property),  and  in 
June,  U  of  T  became  the  first  uni- 
versity in  Canada  to  take  up  STOP. 
Franchi  said  that  about  900  STOP 
plates  have  been  sold  so  far,  mainly 
to  faculty  members. 

"Professional  thieves  are  not  in- 
terested in  the  laptop  itself,  only  in 
its  resale  value  on  the  open  market," 
he  said. 

According  to  him,  administrators 
at  American  institutions  such  as 
MIT,  Harvard,  and  Yale  have  report- 
ed dramatic  drops  in  laptop  thefts 
after  taking  up  the  program. 

Franchi  describes  it  as  a  preven- 
tative and  reactive  measure  to  pro- 
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Const.  Peter  Franchi  shows  off  STOP'S  security  plate 


tect  student  equipment.  "You  are 
not  only  protecting  your  $2,000  in- 
vestment, you're  also  protecting  the 
intellectual  property  inside  it." 
STOP  plates  are  available  for  pur- 


chase at  the  Campus  Police  office 
at  21  Sussex  Ave.,  Monday  to  Friday 
between  10  a.m.  and  6  p.m.  STOP 
plates  will  be  sold  at  various  loca- 
tions and  events  during  orientation 


Roughly  85  incidents  were  formally 
reported  to  the  University  of  Toron- 
to Police  in  August.  Most  responses 
(40)  dealt  with  thefts  or  attempted 
thefts,  usually  involving  unattended 
wallets  or  bags,  secured  bicycles 
stolen  from  a  rack,  or  the  robbery 
of  computers  and  computer  parts. 

Thirteen  bikes  were  stolen  last 
month,  six  of  those  on  Aug.  14 
alone.  Sites  where  more  than  one 
bike  went  missing  include  the 
Koffler  Student  Services  Centre, 
Wetmore  Hall,  and  the  Department 
of  Forestry. 

About  ten  unwanted  or  suspi- 
cious individuals  were  sighted  on, 
or  removed  from  U  of  T  property. 


Incidents  involved  vandalism,  two 
minor  assaults,  and  a  drunken  man 
who  was  taken  to  52  division  after 
refusing  to  get  into  a  cab  campus 
police  had  called  up  for  him. 

Police  calls  also  bordered  on  the 
bizarre.  At  155  College  Street,  a  sus- 
picious person  was  found  scream- 
ing at  the  building.  On  August  6th, 
a  30  foot  section  of  fence  was  re- 
ported damaged  by  the  police  dur- 
ing the  rescue  of  a  "trapped  male" 
at  the  Fields  Institute. 

Finally,  a  medical  call  was  an- 
swered on  the  Aug.  17,  when  a 
studying  student  passed  out  after 
not  having  eaten  for  48  hours. 
-AMY  SMITHERS 


'BLACKBOARD'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  LAST 
PAGE 

place. 

Marden  Paul,  director  of  strategic 
computing  at  the  University's  Com- 
puting Management  Board,  said  the 
decision  to  bring  Blackboard  to  U  of 
T  was  made  after  collecting  results 
of  a  student  survey.  The  survey  was 
a  vital  "opportunity  to  get  masses  of 
people  to  respond  to  things  they  are 
interested  in"  seeing  in  a  web-based 
system. 

Blackboard  features  a  messaging 
service  which  will  help  students 
communicate  with  their  professors, 
and  help  commuters  stay  in  the 
know  with  campus  news,  such  as 
snow  days. 

Another  resource,  currently  called 
the  BORG  (Blackboard  Organization 
Reference  Group),  is  a  searchable 
online  catalogue  of  clubs  and  asso- 


ciations that  Paul  hopes  will  encour- 
age students  to  find  ways  of  getting 
involved. 

The  system  has  already  been  im- 
plemented in  various  North  Ameri- 
can schools,  specifically  the  Vermont 
State  Colleges.  Blackboard's  official 
website  states  that  the  academic 
suite  provides  "one  stop  access  to 
the  resources  [students]  need  [as 
well  as]  the  flexibility  necessary  for 
each  college  to  individualize." 

The  main  goal  is  to  "extract  the 
knowledge  from  data  and  present  it 
in  a  way  that's  easy  to  get  to,  useful 
and  secure".  Eventually,  Paul  would 
like  to  have  Blackboard  provide  stu- 
dents with  comprehensive  informa- 
tion about  scholarships  and  career 
opportunities. 

The  portal  can  be  accessed  in  its  current 
pilot  status  at  www.utoronto.ca/black- 
board.htm. 
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Hey  Frank,  with  Internet 
that's  always  fast,  we 
can  hang  out  more. 


30: 


Sympatico  High  Speed  Internet  service  from  Bell. 


off  Always  fast,  without  frustrating  slowdowns.^ 

for  8  months^ 
no  contract 

Available  without  a  contract  and  at  a  reduced  price  exclusively  to  students,  Sympatico 
High  Speed  Internet  service  is  always  fast-even  during  peak  hours.  Installation  is  quick, 
easy,  and  you  get  full  technical  support  24/7. 


Plus,  show  your  student  card  and  you  could  win  your  tuition.^ 


Visit  a  Bell  retailer  near  you. 


Service  available  to  residential  customers  where  technology  permits.  SI  5  shipping  fee  applies  with  phone  order.  Offers  end  September  30,  2006;  subject  to  change  without  notice  and  cannot  be  combined  with  any  other  offer.  Early  termination  fees  apply  for  all  term  agreements.  Taxes  extra. 
Othercondrtionsapply.l.  "Always  fast' and  "without  slowdowns"  apply  to  the  access  dedicated  from  the  subscriber's  modem  to  Bell's  switching  equipment.  Speeds  may  vary  with  your  technical  configuration,  Internet  traffic,  yourserver  or  otherfactors.  2.  Available  to  new  Sympatico  subscribers. 
Monthly  rate  is  $32.85/nf>o  for  months  1-8,  a  savings  of  S112.80;  the  then  current  monthly  rale  (now  $46.9S)  applies  thereafter.  3.  No  purchase  necessary.  The  contest  closes  October  13,  2006,  at  11:59  p.m.  (EOT).  The  contest  is  open  to  students  enrolled  at  a  recognized  Canadian  university, 
coHege  or  post  secondary  educational  institution  who  reside  in  the  province  of  Ontario  or  Quebec,  have  reached  the  age  of  majority  in  their  province  of  residence  at  the  date  of  entering  the  contest  and  have  a  valid  original  student  card.  There  are  30,01 2  prizes  with  an  approximate  total  value  of 
$98,250.00  CON.  The  odds  of  winning  are  based  on  a  projection  of  30,012  partiapanls.  Actual  odds  depend  on  the  number  of  eligible  people  who  enter  for  and  play  the  game.  Winners  must  answer  a  skill-testing  question.  Full  details  at  www.backtoschool.sympatico.ca. 
Sympatico  is  a  tr«de-marl(  of  Bell  Caruda.  ~C2005,  VA^40C.  Used  under  license. 
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The  other  opt-out  revolution 


We  hear  that  today  marks  the  of- 
ficial commencement  of  Orienta- 
tion Week — the  hallowed  time  al- 
lotted for  you  to  get  to  know  your 
fellow  frosh,  have  fun,  and  begin  a 
new  chapter  of  your  life.  We  know 
it's  frosh  week  not  because  we  pay 
attention  to  these  things,  but  be- 
cause we  can  hear  the  frat  on  St. 
George  St.  blasting  their  stereo 
from  here  (Red  Hot  Chili  Peppers? 
What  decade  is  this??)  in  a  lame 
attempt  to  attract  the  confused, 
sweatpants-wearing  masses.  We 
can  smell  it  in  the  air — that  fresh 
scent  of  free  frosh-kit  condoms 
made  into  slippery  water  balloons, 
the  hot,  bleached  'n'  plastic-bound 
smell  of  poli  sci  course  readers, 
the  salicylic  odour  of  acne  medi- 
cation, and  the  egregious  reek  of 
Axe. 


-  EDITORIAL  ^ 

We  know  what  you're  thinking 
at  this  very  moment,  you  who 
reached  adulthood  after  9/11. 
You're  expecting  this  editorial 
to  talk  about  how  we  remember 
our  own  frosh  week,  remembered 
in  our  fuzzy  21-  and  22-year-old 
memories,  and  how  much  fun  it 
was,  how  we  made  friends,  how 
we  learned  not  to  eat  six  egg  rolls 
in  a  row  and  wash  them  down  with 
Smirnoff  Razberi,  and  how  that 
guy  with  the  Abercrombie  shirt 
we  thought  was  cute  was  actu- 
ally only  cute  after  the  Smirnoff, 
and  how  his  shirt  was  actually 
made  for  him  by  his  mom  and  said 
"Adam  Cornbie." 

We  would  go  on  to  relate  how  we 


shined  shoes  for  cystic  fibrosis, 
hungover  on  a  Tuesday  morning, 
and  had  an  epiphany  that  maybe, 
just  maybe,  it  was  possible  to  do 
some  good  in  this  world,  and  how 
it  could  have  been  us  with  cystic 
fibrosis,  but  it  wasn't,  it  wasn't,  and 
how  we  made  a  vow  that,  once  we 
reached  35  and,  with  it,  our  last 
student  loan  payment,  we  would 
give  money  to  charity  too,  or  at 
least  shop  at  stores  that  offered  to 
donate  a  small  part  of  the  cost  of 
our  purchase  on  our  behalf. 

We  would  love  to  say  all  of  those 
things,  but  we  can't.  We  never 
went  to  frosh  week.  We're  sorry. 
We  also  never  went  to  our  prom. 
We're  really  not  bad  people.  Part 
of  the  reason  for  not  going  to  our 
prom  was  that  it  fell  on  the  black 
year  we  had  shaved  our  heads. 


But  the  real  reason  was  money 
(we  had  none).  Between  avoiding 
prom  and  frosh  week,  we  saved 
around  $400,  which  we  were  able 
to  spend  on  a  whole  half-course  in 
existentialism,  where  we  met  Uni- 
versity Boyfriend  #1  anyway. 

At  The  Varsity,  we  never  try  to 
get  you  to  do  what  we  do,  because 
a)  it's  pointless,  and  b)  you  really 
don't  want  to  be  like  us — really. 
But  we'll  give  out  just  one  piece  of 
friendly  advice:  don't  take  part  in 
frosh  week  if  you  don't  want  to.  It 
can  be  really  fun  for  some  people, 
and  profitable  in  terms  of  free  de- 
odorant samples  and  whatnot, 
but  really  boring  and  sometimes 
humiliating  in  the  extreme  for 
others.  You  can  make  friends  and 
relax,  or  alternately  you  can  lose 
yourself  in  chanting  and  escapism 
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and  never  really  come  back,  only 
to  find  yourself  a  rez  don  at  24  still 
trying  to  finish  up  that  econ  de- 
gree whilst  unsuccessfully  chas- 
ing around  first-year  girls. 

Pathetic,  no?  Yes,  it  could  be.  So 
don't  go  if  it's  not  for  you.  Go  to  the 
events  you  don't  have  to  pay  for  if 
you  simply  must  meet  people.  Get 
started  on  The  Faerie  Queene  so 
you  can  impress  the  hott  poetry 
prof,  if  that's  how  you  roll.  Or  just 
curl  up  in  bed,  grab  the  cutie  from 
the  next  dorm,  and  watch  "Dead- 
wood"  on  your  laptop  together. 

And  if  all  the  "partying"  is  what 
you're  after — though  you  really, 
really  shouldn't  be  as  you're  way 
too  young — well,  as  Britney  said 
in  that  video  Kevin  took  of  her  that 
got  leaked  to  YouTube:  "I'd  rather 
just  sit  at  home  and  drink." 


" LETTERS  - 


Layton  off  the  mark  on 
Afghanistan 

It  is  Canada's  duty  to  stay  the  course 


CamVidler 

ASSOCIATE  COMMENT  EDITOR 


After  a  summer  full  of  heavy  fighting 
and  high  casualties,  many  Canadians 
have  started  questioning  our  military 
presence  in  Afghanistan.  Catering 
to  these  concerns,  NDP  leader  Jack 
Layton  wants  a  total  withdrawal  of 
Canadian  troops  from  Afghanistan 
by  Febuary  2007,  claming  that  it  is 
"not  the  right  mission  for  Canada." 
Rather  than  just  suggesting  a  review 
of  NATO  strategy,  Layton  hopes  to 
profit  politically  by  being  the  first  Ca- 
nadian politician  to  oppose  the  entire 
operation. 

This  appeal  to  anti-war  party  mem- 
bers may  help  him  at  the  upcoming 
NDP  policy  convention  in  Quebec 
City,  but  Canadians  should  think 
twice  before  supporting  Layton's 
calls  for  retreat. 

The  debate  over  whether  we  should 
remove  the  Taliban  from  power  is 
over.  We  did.  The  only  "right  mission" 
at  this  point  is  to  clean  up  the  mess. 
Layton  can  go  on  as  much  as  he  likes 
about  how  the  neo-conservative 
agenda  doesn't  work  and  how  Canada 
shouldn't  follow  "the  defence  policy 
prescriptions  of  the  Bush  administra- 
tion." Most  Canadians  would  agree 


with  him.  But  this  doesn't  change  the 
fact  that  we  violated  the  sovereignty 
of  another  country  and  that  our  in- 
ternational credibility  requires  us  to 
leave  Afghanistan  in  a  positive  state. 
Like  the  Americans  in  Iraq,  whether 
one  agrees  with  the  invasion  premise 
or  not,  we  have  a  responsibility  to 
protect  the  populace  until  they  can 
manage  on  their  own. 

That  is  not  to  say  that  the  current 
approach  is  perfect.  Layton  is  right  to 
point  out  that  rebuilding  assistance  is 
lacking.  More  effort  is  required  to  pre- 
vent needless  civilian  deaths  that  are 
so  effectively  used  by  the  Taliban  as 
propaganda  to  recruit  new  guerillas. 
Also,  using  NATO  troops  to  destroy 
poppy  fields  is  quickly  turning  into 
an  example  of  "mission  creep"  that 
does  nothing  but  breed  contempt  for 
our  presence.  Despite  international 
concerns  surrounding  record  opium 
harvests,  drug  enforcement  should 
only  become  a  priority  once  the  rural 
areas  have  been  secured.  Even  then, 
enforcement  should  be  administered 
primarily  by  the  Afghan  government. 

Although  our  mission  is  not  with- 
out its  faults,  these  issues  can  and 
should  be  addressed  within  the  con- 
text of  the  current  campaign.  A  hasty 
withdrawal  of  NATO  troops  would 


be  disastrous.  General  Abdul  Rahim 
Wardak,  the  Afghan  defence  minis- 
ter, estimates  that  without  a  foreign 
military  presence  the  national  army 
would  need  150,000  to  200,000  mem- 
bers in  order  to  effectively  patrol  its 
borders  and  fight  the  Taliban.  At  this 
point  the  entire  Afghan  forces  num- 
ber just  over  30,000  soldiers,  barely 
enough  to  secure  the  major  cities. 
Even  the  coalition  forces  are  being 
stretched  thin. 

We  have  a  moral  duty  to  the  Af- 
ghan people  to  provide  them  with 
security.  We  also  have  a  duty  to  the 
international  community  to  ensure 
that  Afghanistan  doesn't  re-emerge 
as  the  terrorist  haven  it  once  was.  Un- 
fortunately, these  duties  require  us  to 
partake  in  armed  conflict.  A  strategy 
that  doesn't  recognize  this  reality  is 
doomed  to  fail. 

Any  successful  mission  requires 
military  resolve  and  we  shouldn't 
let  a  few  casualties  send  us  running 
home.  What  would  our  fallen  soldiers 
think  if  they  found  out  that  they  had 
sacrificed  their  lives  for  nothing?  Lay- 
ton  should  spend  less  time  appealing 
to  his  voters  and  more  time  thinking 
about  what  is  best  for  the  country 
that  we,  by  default,  have  promised  to 
protect. 


Shine  on,  U  of  T 

For  more  than  four  decades, 
first-year  students  from  nearly  60 
Canadian  universities  and  colleges 
have  raised  money  during  Orienta- 
tion week's  Shinerama  to  help  find 
a  cure,  or  an  effective  control,  for 
cystic  fibrosis  (CF).  In  fact,  last  year 
35,000  students  from  coast  to  coast 
banded  together  to  shine  shoes, 
wash  cars,  and  hold  numerous  other 
community  events,  raising  more 
than  $920,000  for  the  fight  against 
CF.  We  are  very  proud  to  announce 
that,  thanks  in  part  to  the  commu- 
nity's support,  University  College 
was  a  great  part  of  this  achievement, 
raising  over  $4,000  in  2005. 

This  year  we  plan  to  beat  that 
total  on  our  "Shine  Day,"  Saturday, 
September  9,  but  we  need  your  help. 
We  ask  everyone  at  U  of  T  to  please 
give  generously  to  support  our  Shin- 
erama campaign.  All  money  raised 
will  go  to  the  Canadian  Cystic  Fibro- 
sis Foundation's  (CCFF)  research 
and  treatment  programs.  When 


Shinerama  began  in  1964,  most 
children  with  cystic  fibrosis  did  not 
live  long  enough  to  attend  kindergar- 
ten; today,  half  of  all  Canadians  with 
CF  may  expect  to  live  to  age  37  and 
beyond.  Children  with  CF  in  Canada 
can  now  look  forward  to  becom- 
ing young  adults  and  pursing  their 
own  dreams  of  attending  college  or 
university. 

For  more  information  on  Shinera- 
ma or  the  CCFF,  pJlease  contact  me  at 
(416)  522-8701  or  at  lucas.castellani® 
gmail.com.  Thank  you  in  advance  for 
helping  our  students  to  shine! 

Lucas  Castellam 

University  College  Shinerama  Chair 


The  Varsityw&\cGmz  letters  from  our 
readers.  Send  letters  (250  words  max.) 
with  your  full  name  &  phone  number  to: 

opinjons@thevarsjty.ca 

Opinions  submissions 
are  also  welcome. 


//QUOTABLE 


A  number  of  media  sources  that  should  have  better 
things  to  do  weighed  in  on  the  addition  of  Rosie 
O'Donnell  to  that  august  television  program.  The  View. 
The  Associated  Press  gave  the  former  Betty  Rubble  far  too 
^     much  credit  while  publishing  this  excerpt  from  O'Donnell's  blog: 

'"it  will  be  hard  4  me  2  not  b  the  boss,' she  wrote  recently  in  a  style  reminiscent  of 
the  poet  e  e  cummings.  'it  is  already  and  we  have  only  just  begun.'" 


Right,  e  e  cummings — or  a  4th  grade  MSNer.  With  O'Donnell  at  the 
helm,  the  outlook  sure  isn't  rosy  for  The  View  this  season. 
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Of  fads  and  real  progress 

Scientists  and  activists  vie  for  centre  stage  at  AIDS  conference 


Sandy  Huen 

VARSITY  STAFF 


For  many,  the  XVI  International  AIDS  Confer- 
ence held  in  Toronto  this  past  August  was  an 
opportunity  for  activists,  spokespeople,  and 
celebrities  to  rally  together  for  a  common 
cause.  For  me,  the  conference  was  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  top  international  researchers  at 
their  best:  gathering  to  tackle  the  scientific 
puzzle  that  is  HIV.  I  couldn't  wait  to  attend  as 
many  abstract  sessions  and  symposiums  as  I 
could,  and  1  was  well  prepared  not  to  under- 
stand any  of  the  nomenclature  thrown  my 
way. 

Surprisingly,  it  wasn't  the  scientific  lingo 
that  perplexed  me  during  the  conference,  but 
the  lingo  of  activism.  Even  a  truly  scary  virus 
like  HIV  can't  escape  the  power  of  the  fad.  And 
the  fad  of  the  conference  was  tuberculosis. 

Many  a  session  cautioned  that  TB,  a  com- 
mon and  entirely  treatable  global  infection, 
is  today's  leading  killer  among  those  that  are 
HIV-positive.  Activists  like  Stephen  Lewis  ar- 
gue that  research  grants,  then,  should  logi- 
cally go  to  fund  the  distribution  of  TB  treat- 
ments in  areas  most  affected  by  this  "double 
plague."  But  only  two  years  ago,  the  leading 
killer  among  AIDS  sufferers  was  another  com- 
mon infection:  pneumonia.  HIV  itself  doesn't 
kill — other  infections  do. 

The  list  of  opportunistic  infections  that  prey 
on  HIV-positive  patients  is  a  long  one.  As  AIDS 
progresses,  even  the  everyday  bacteria  that 
inhabit  our  bodies  can  cause  fatal  sickness. 
But  that's  the  undeniable  end  of  AIDS,  and 
the  essential  ethical  problem  that  research- 
ers and  philanthropists  must  consider  when 
allocating  funds. 


An  activist  (left)  takes  her  message  to  the  streets.  The  conference  was  an  opportunity  to  share  cultural 
experience  as  well  as  science  (right). 


A  professor  once  told  me  that  every  person 
infected  with  HIV  today  has  a  death  certificate 
signed  in  their  name;  the  fight  against  AIDS 
can  only  prolong  life.  If  the  Gates  Foundation 
donated  $500  million  to  fight  every  opportu- 
nistic infection  that  threatened  the  lives  of 
HIV-positive  patients,  they'd  be  fighting  a  war 
against  virtually  every  microbe  on  earth. 

This  is  one  of  the  reasons  AIDS  treatment  is 
so  inextricably  linked  to  improving  sanitation, 
food  quality,  and  the  standard  of  living  in  the 
developing  world.  Opportunistic  infections 
like  malaria  don't  kill  HIV-positive  patients  in 


the  United  States  or  Canada  because  our  qual- 
ity of  life  ensures  us  clean  tap  water  and  other 
amenities. 

If  HIV  treatment  is  fighting  a  losing  battle, 
are  the  TB  activists  completely  wrong  in  work- 
ing for  wide  distribution  of  TB  drugs  in  Africa? 
Should  the  majority  of  research  grants  instead 
be  given  to  scientists  looking  for  a  vaccine  for 
HIV  rather  than  treatment  for  those  already 
infected? 

Admittedly,  a  large  focus  of  the  scientific 
part  of  the  conference  was  on  new  approach- 
es to  prevention,  like  microbicides.  However, 


a  slew  of  new,  super-potent  drugs  targeted  to 
resistant  strains  of  HIV  for  long-established 
infections  were  also  discussed.  Support,  be 
it  in  monetary  form  or  not,  seems  in  large 
enough  supply  to  sustain  the  many  directions 
of  HIV  treatment  and  research. 

These  new  avenues  go  far  beyond  the  mere 
science;  the  political  and  social  structures  of 
the  Third  World  are  always  in  the  backdrop. 
HIV  treatment  for  female  sex  workers  in  Afri- 
ca, for  example,  has  been  an  important  focus 
for  both  research  and  social  programs  alike. 

HIV  science  is  nearly  always  too  difficult  to 
separate  from  activism.  Indeed,  it  is  so  diffi- 
cult that  activists  at  the  conference  began  to 
crash  scientific  symposiums  to  commandeer 
mics  and  advertise  their  rallies.  The  sympo- 
sium speakers,  on  the  most  part,  hid  their  an- 
noyance better  than  I  did. 

It  was  a  good  but  futile  attempt  on  the  part 
of  conference  organizers  to  segregate  activ- 
ists to  a  "Global  Village"  floor  of  their  own, 
because  nothing  can  really  stop  a  vehement 
activist  from  spreading  his  message.  It  is, 
however,  very  good  fun  to  watch  a  bunch  of 
determined  activists  handing  out  fliers  to 
other  determined  activists  trying  to  hand  out 
fliers.  Who  better  to  enlist  in  your  cause  but 
others  with  a  cause  of  their  own? 

In  the  end,  the  fever  of  philanthropy  didn't 
escape  me,  although  I  had  obstinately  refused 
to  be  solicited.  I'm  proud  to  say  I  left  the  con- 
ference with  a  string  of  paper  beads  made  by 
a  woman  in  Uganda,  whom  I  hope  some  of  my 
$17  will  reach.  Of  course,  I  hope  even  more 
that  one  of  those  many  scientists  in  atten- 
dance will  develop  an  effective  HIV  vaccine 
so  that  future  conferences  will  tout  successes 
instead  of  warnings. 


A  new  school  year  means  new  classes,  new  profs, 
new  books  and  a  new  way  to  bankl 


At  Meridian,  we  are  reinventing  neighbourhood  banking,  and  that  means  every  member  gets  free  financial  coaching 
for  life.  With  the  help  of  a  Meridian  financial  Coach,  you'll  always  know  where  you  stand,  and  where  you're  going. 
It's  one  certainty  in  life  that  you  can  count  on.  Call  416-597-1050  to  book  your  appointment  now. 


For  immedUte  personal  s«rvtce,  contact 

1-866-592-2226 


To  turn  more  about  Meridian  Credit  Union  vtsft 

www.meridiancu.ca 


Mon.-We<J:  930  A.M. -4:00  P.M. 
Thurs  9:00  A.M. -4:00  P.M. 

Fri:  9:30  A.M.  -  4:00  P.M. 


700  University  Ave 
(University  &  College) 
416-597-1050 
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Frosh  week  FYI 

 Kristin  Eberth.  Malcolm  Johnston  &  Alexandra  Kazia  

Who's  got  the  best  Orientation  week?  Which 
events  should  you  attend?  And  how  the  heck 
did  they  come  up  with  this  college  system? 


C 


UTM 


THEME:  "Crack  the  Code " 
IN  A  NUTSHELL:  Not  sure— website  fea- 
tures a  duck.  The  schedule  includes 
a  visit  by  a  hypnotist  (always  good 
for  a  few  laughs),  a  trip  to  Medi- 
eval Times  (fun  if  you're  twelve  or 
ripped),  and  a  Wonderland  excur- 
sion. The  week  is  among  the  most 
organized,  with  bursaries  available 
for  deserving  students  who  can't 
afford  the  price  tag  and  a  snazzy 
website  complete  with  discussion 
board. 


c 


UTSC 


THEME:  none 

IN  A  NUTSHELL:  UTSC's  frosh  leaders 
have  planned  a  hypnotist,  a  trip  to 
Toronto  Island,  and  an  "Amazing 
Race"  event,  but  the  most  outstand- 
ing feature  is  the  swag  available  to 
be  won.  Among  the  items  are  an  all- 
expenses  paid  trip  to  Montreal  for 
New  Year's,  a  portable  DVD  player,  a 
$250  student  bursary,  Motorola  and 
Ericsson  cellphones,  Stratford  tick- 
ets, three  $200  certificates  for  the  U 
of  T  bookstore,  and  more. 

TRINITY 

THEME:  RevoluTrin 

IN  A  NUTSHELL:  "Change  is  what  a  revo- 
lution is  all  about,  which  is  why  we 
decided  to  call  our  frosh  week  Revo- 
luTrin," says  the  organizers'  website. 
The  week  is  crammed  with  revo- 
lution-themed  events  and  a  V  for 
Vendetta  motif,  beginning  with  '60s 
Counter  Culture  Day  and  continuing 
with  1900s  Paris  Day  and  Scientific 
Revolution  Day  (which  sounds  con- 
siderably less  intriguing  than  the 
others).  The  week  is  capped  off  by 
a  trip  to  a  camp  a  few  hours  north 
of  Toronto  where  the  young  rebel 
upstarts  will  be  let  loose  to  stir  up 
dissent  beachside. 


THEME:  "You  are  here.  Vic " 
IN  A  NUTSHELL:  A  "Wacky  Tacky  Boat 
Cruise "  on  Lake  Ontario  and  a  Video 
Games  Showdown  (which  will  be 
lots  of  fun  for  those  with  control- 
lers in  their  hands;  not  so  much  for 
everyone  else)  are  the  standouts  for 
Vic's  frosh  week.  A  Casino  Night  and 
a  Faculty  Coffeehouse  are  planned 
for  Wednesday  night  and  a  lecture 
from  history  professor  /  local  funny- 
man Ken  Bartlett  on  Thursday  will 
make  everyone  want  to  declare  his- 
tory as  their  major. 

WOODSWORTH 

THEME:  "The  Breakout" 
IN  A  NUTSHELL:  Not  sure— sounds  like 
something  to  do  with  acne.  But 
there  are  some  interesting  events 
planned,  most  notably  "The  Chase," 
a  college-wide  survival  game  that 
aims  to  acquaint  frosh  with  the  peo- 
ple and  places  they  need  to  know 
around  Woodsworth.  A  paintball 
outing  to  Sgt.  Splatter  is  slotted  for 
Tuesday  night  and  the  college  will 
take  a  boat  cruise  Friday.  On  Satur- 
day, Woodworthians  take  a  noble 
turn  by  participating  in  oUTreach 


Read  on,  get  out 
there,  and  then  pick 
up  7776  Varsity  next 
week  to  see  the 
best  of  Orientation 
week  in  pictures 


A  brief  history  of 
bureaucracy  at  U  of  T 

U  of  T's  college  system  is  unique  among  Cana- 
dian universities.  While  the  colleges  are  tied 
strongly  to  the  university  itself,  each  retains 
a  certain  level  of  autonomy.  Originally,  some 
of  the  colleges  were  completely  independent, 
and  several  of  them  were  denominational. 

In  the  late  nineteenth  century  a  push  to 
uniting  the  colleges  with  the  University  of 
Toronto  began.  This  push  occurred  primarily 
in  order  to  justify  increases  in  funding  from 
the  government  for  the  expansion  of  U  of  T.  A 


proposal  put  forth  in  1884  invited  Queen's  to 
move  to  Toronto  and  join  as  well,  but  Queen's 
refused. 

The  process  of  creating  the  federated  col- 
lege system  as  we  have  it  now  took  a  num- 
ber of  years — for  example,  Victoria  College 
relocated  from  Cobourg  and  formally  entered 
federation  in  1889,  Trinity  College  relocated 
from  Queen  St.  in  1925  after  entering  federa- 
tion shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  century,  and 
St.  Michael's  College  formally  entered  federa- 
tion in  1910. 

Until  the  1970s  these  three  colleges  re- 
quired students  to  take  a  "religious  knowl- 


edge" course  in  their  respective  denomina- 
tions. In  1974,  however,  the  college  system 
was  changed  significantly. 

Subjects  that  were  originally  administered 
by  individual  colleges  became  departments, 
funded  and  run  by  the  University.  At  the  same 
time,  colleges  were  encouraged  to  develop 
their  own  courses  and  programs  that  they 
would  be  responsible  for  administering. 

The  academic  role  of  the  colleges  has  been 
increasing  in  recent  years  in  order  to  allow 
them  to  further  develop  these  individual  pro- 
grams. 


WHAT:  Faculty  of  Law 
ESTABLISHED:  1887 

NOTABLE  ALUMNI:  Paul  Martin  (64),  Bill  Graham 
('64),  Bob  Rae  ('77),  David  Miller  ('84).  So  if  you  want 
to  be  a  politician — or  meet  a  future  politician. . . 
TRIVIA:  Until  1958  the  Law  Society  of  Upper  Canada 
wouldn't  recognize  U  of  T  as  a  degree-granting  institu- 
tion, and  wouldn't  let  U  of  T  law  grads  be  admitted  to 
the  Ontario  Bar. 


WHAT:  Faculty  of  Music 
ESTABLISHED:  U  of  T  took  over  the  Toronto 
Conservatory  of  Music  in  1919.  The  Faculty  of 
Music  formed  in  1956.  In  1990  the  Conserva- 
tory became  independent  of  U  of  T. 
NOTABLE  ALUMNI:  Glenn  Gould  studied  piano 
at  the  Conservatory. 

RANDOM  FACT:  All  U  of  T  students  can  access 
the  Naxos  Music  Library,  an  enormous  online 
collection  of  classical  music,  for  free  via  the 
Faculty  of  Music's  website. 


2006,  a  community  service  initiative 
with  opportunities  to  clean  up  gar- 
bage, organize  reading  circles,  and 
more. 


INNIS 


THEME:  .\o[ie 

IN  A  NUTSHELL:  Innis's  week  storms  out 
of  the  gates  on  Tuesday  morning 
with  an  hour-long  event  called  "Awk- 
wardFest  "  But  things  pick  up  after 
that  with  a  trip  to  the  Hart  House 
Farm  in  the  Calendon  Hills  where  a 
reported  "100-foot  sub!"  will  be  on 
offer  (to  be  verified).  A  Blue  Jays 
game  is  planned  for  Wednesday  and 


an  on-campus  Amazing 
Race  and  Scavenger  Hunt 
for  that  evening.  Excur- 
sions to  the  Playdium  and 
the  climbing  gym  are  in 
the  mix,  too. 

lie  m 

THEME:  None 

IN  A  NUTSHELL:  UC  frosh  will 
take  in  a  Jays  game,  ven- 
ture to  Toronto  Island,  get 
hypnotized,  go  on  a  scav- 
enger hunt,  and,  on  Friday, 
participate  in  something 
called  "Shinerama." 


WHAT:  Faculty  of  Applied  Science  &  Engi- 
neering 

ESTABLISHED:  1873  as  the  'School  of 
Practical  Science,'  1906  as  the  'Faculty  of 
Applied  Science  &  Engineering' 
TRIVIA:  The  Toike  Oike  (the  U  of  T  Engineer- 
ing Society's  newspaper),  the  engineers' 
yell,  and  the  engineering  cannon  have  all 
been  around  since  before  World  War  I. 

"CAN'T  MISS"  ORIENTATION  EVENT: 

Skule's  "Blue  and  Gold  Bed  Races,"  Thurs- 
day, Sept.  7, 5  -  7  p.m,  King's  College  Circ. 
Why  you  should  go :  Pay  homage  to  the  ge- 
niuses who  thought  to  unite  a  bed,  wheels, 
and  velocity.  See  the  colleges  try  to  beat 
the  engineers  at  their  own  game. 


mrnmSI^  Medicine 
ESTABLISHED:  1843  as  a  school  of  medici) 
NOTABLE  ALUMNI:  Frederick  Banting 
Charles  Best,  famous  for  discovering  insulin  in 
1922. 

TRIVIA:  When  Banting  approached  the  Univer- 
sity hoping  to  conduct  his  research,  he  was  giv- 
en the  use  of  some  facilities  and  the  help  of  two 
summer  research  students.  They  flipped  a  coin 
to  decide  who  would  work  with  him,  and  Best 
won.  The  other  guy  was  supposed  to  take  over 
later  on,  but  they  both  agreed  that  Best  would 
keep  working  with  Banting.  Talk  about  chance. 
RANDOM  FACT:  Women  weren't  admitted  until 
1906. 
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BACK  IS 
CLASS 


You've  probabiy  got  tons  of  textbooks  to  pick  up  at  the  campus  bookstore,  so  some  shelving  might  be  in 
order.  Whatever  you're  looking  for  this  school  year,  Canadian  Tire  has  it.  From  handy  storage  solutions  for 
all  that  heavy  reading,  to  highlighters  and  coffee  makers  so  you  can  make  it  through  crunch  time.  Strapped 
for  cash?  Tell  your  folks  about  our  reloadable  gift  card.  A  GREAT  SCHOOL  YEAR  STARTS  AT  CANADIAN  TIRE. 


! 


FOR  A  CHANCE  TO 

WIN  A $1000  s 

SHOPPING  SPREE  1 

visit:  I 
canadiantire.ca/backinclass 
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Hillside  keeps  on  tuning  in  without  selling  out 


Tabassum  Siddiqui 

SPECIAL  TO  THE  VARSITY 


Ah,  Guelph.  Whoever  would  have  thought  the 
granola  university  town  Torontonians  love 
to  mock  would  become  ground  zero  in  indie 
hipsterdom?  Well,  that's  exactly  what's  been 
quietly  happening  over  the  last  few  years  as 
the  word  about  Guelph's  Hillside  Festival  has 
spread  among  the  music-loving  masses.  Held 
on  idyllic  Guelph  Lake  Island  at  the  end  of  July, 
the  eco-conscious,  community-minded  three- 
day  event  puts  the  rest  of  the  corporate-logo- 
stained,  homogenous  pack  of  so-called  music 
'festivals'  to  shame. 

If  you  don't  know  the  drill  by  now,  here  'tis: 
good  food,  good  people,  good  music.  End  of  sto- 
ry. Well,  almost.  Even  though  it's  been  around 
for  23  years,  it  was  only  last  year  that  Hillside 
sold  out  all  three  days  for  the  first  time,  thanks 
largely  to  the  knockout  one-two  punch  of  buzz 
bands  Stars  and  Arcade  Fire  playing  back-to- 
back  on  the  mainstage  to  close  Saturday  night. 
Clearly  those  folks  told  their  friends,  because 
this  year  tickets  didn't  just  sell  out,  they  did  so 
in  a  matter  of  days. 

When  something  as  fiercely  beloved  as  Hill- 
side explodes  in  the  public  domain,  there's  the 
inevitable  backlash  and  outcry  that  goes  along 
with  it,  and  as  such  it  came  as  no  surprise  that 
some  wondered  whether  the  little  festival  that 
could  would  start  to  change  in  the  face  of  its 
newfound  popularity. 

The  reality  is  that  the  music  scene  (with  its 
current  focus  towards  Canadian  indie-rock  in 
particular)  has  finally  caught  up  with  Hillside, 
not  the  other  way  around.  This  year's  slate  of 
performers  was  as  eclectic  and  well  chosen  as 
always,  and  festival  organizers  seem  to  have 
found  ways  to  deal  with  some  of  the  problems 
that  arose  from  last  year's  unexpected  influx 
(litter,  security  issues,  crowd  control). 

So  do  yourself  a  favour  and  don't  sleep  on 
tickets  next  year — you  may  end  up  discovering 
The  Next  Big  Thing  well  in  advance  of  everyone 
else,  or  have  a  memorable  experience  revisiting 
an  old  favourite.  But  until  then,  here's  a  (selec- 
tive) look  at  Hillside  '06. 

SATURDAY,  July  29 

The  thing  about  Hillside  is  that  you  could  very 
well  see  12  straight  hours  of  music  (program- 
ming runs  from  11  a.m.  to  11  p.m.)  in  one  day 
and  hardly  take  in  a  single  dud.  Saturday  is 
usually  about  rolling  out  the  big  guns,  and  sure 
enough,  tearing  oneself  away  from  the  stages 
for  even  a  quick  bite  proved  difficult. 

Toronto  troubadour  Jason  Collett  set  the 
bar  high  early  on  with  a  typically  laid-back  but 
endlessly  infectious  set  that  showcased  both 
his  exceptional  songwriting  and  equally  fine 
backing  band,  Paso  Mino.  The  Barrie  quartet 
has  injected  a  welcome  '70s  AM  radio-slash- 
whiteboy  soul  vibe  into  Collett's  sound  over  the 
past  year,  as  evidenced  by  groovy  new  tunes 


"I'm  Not  Over  You"  and  "Out  of  Time."  Guest 
turns  by  Broken  Social  Scene  mate  Amy 
Millan  and  Collett's  14-year-old  son  Dillon  ce- 
mented the  joyful  all-in-the-family  mood. 

Putting  Millan,  the  Stars  songstress  whose 
solo  sound  is  a  lovely  hybrid  of  country,  folk, 
and  pop,  on  the  same  stage  shortly  afterwards 
was  a  smart  scheduling  move  that  saw  Paso 
Mino  doing  double-duty  as  her  band  (also 
augmented  by  fellow  Stars  member  Evan 
Cranley).  Some  have  been  underwhelmed  by 
Millan's  recent  Honey  From  the  Tombs  solo  al- 
bum because  it's  far  more  low-key  than  Stars' 
shimmering  bombast,  but  let's  face  it:  the 
woman  could  sing  the  phone  book  and  we'd 
all  listen.  From  the  near-perfect  melody  of  the 


poppy  "Skinny  Boy"  to  bluegrass  ballad  "Baby 
I,"  Millan's  angelic  croon  kept  all  the  indie  kids 
spellbound. 

If  there  was  one  man  who  stole  the  show  at 
Hillside  this  year,  that  honour  would  have  to 
go  to  Mr.  Owen  Pallett,  a.k.a.  one-man  violin 
band  Final  Fantasy.  Lending  his  bow  to  sev- 
eral workshops  over  the  course  of  the  weekend, 
his  own  set  was  among  the  best-attended  of  the 
festival — the  Island  Stage  tent  was  so  unbeliev- 
ably full  during  his  performance  that  volun- 
teers had  to  limit  entrance  after  a  certain  point. 
Looping  his  choir-boy  vocals  and  indelible 
violin  melodies  while  also  playing  the  harpsi- 
chord, Pallett's  virtuoso  turn  underscored  the 
one  sentiment  on  everyone's  lips:  Next  year. 


the  main  stage.  By  the  time  he  brought  up  ex- 
boyfriend  Gentleman  Reg  for  a  saucy  cover  of 
Mariah  Carey's  "Fantasy"  to  close  the  set,  there 
was  already  a  lineup  at  the  merch  tent  to  buy 
his  CD. 

SUNDAY,  July  30 

Alt-country  may  be  an  increasingly  tired  genre, 
but  Brooklyn  "countrypolitan"  collective  Hem 
bring  just  enough  of  an  edge  to  their  sweet 
songcraft  to  keep  it  interesting.  Pregnant  vocal- 
ist Sally  Ellyson's  striking  voice  (think  Sarah 
McLachlan  with  more  twang)  soared  over  the 
sparse  crowd  gathered  in  front  of  the  main- 
stage,  but  unfortunately  most  seemed  more  in- 
terested in  catching  a  snooze  in  the  blazing  sun 
than  paying  too  much  attention  to  the  group, 
who  were  making  their  first  Ontario  appear- 
ance. 

A  Hidden  Cameras  set  is  always  rife  with  hi- 
jinks,  but  the  self-proclaimed  "gay  folk  church 
music"  collective  appears  to  be  moving  away 
from  spectacle  for  spectacle's  sake  and  towards 
a  more  nuanced  approach  to  their  live  show. 
That's  not  to  say  all  the  eccentricity  and  frills 
aren't  still  there — a  dozen-plus  members  filled 
the  main  stage  and  the  band  handed  out  bright 
red  blindfolds  to  the  masses  of  eager  indie  kids 
(making  the  crowd  nearly  as  much  of  a  sight  to 
behold  as  the  action  on  stage).  But  frontman 
Joel  Gibb  seemed  to  sing  with  more  focus,  and 
the  music  seemed  to  matter  more  than  the  mad- 
ness. The  resulting  giddiness  brought  a  whole 
new  meaning  to  the  term  "glee  club." 

And  of  course,  what  festival  boasting  any 
sort  of  indie  cred  wouldn't  bring  it  all  home 
with  a  closing  set  by  everyone's  favourite  It  Girl 
Leslie  Feist?  The  tiny  powerhouse  unleashed 
her  soprano  on  the  adoring  audience,  run- 
ning the  gamut  from  flirty  and  bold  to  hushed 
and  earnest.  A  good  part  of  the  set  comprised 
charming  new  songs  from  a  forthcoming  new 
album  (look  for  a  likely  release  in  early  '07), 
many  played  on  acoustic  guitar  instead  of  her 
trademark  red  electric.  If  anything.  Feist's  rise 
to  fame  since  she  last  played  Hillside  seven  long 
years  ago  mirrors  the  festival's  own  growth: 
sometimes  the  best-kept  secrets  are  the  most 
precious  ones. 


PHOTOS  by  Tabassum  Siddiqui,  Yasmin  Siddiqui, 
and  Melodie  Kwan. 

1.  Blind  faith:  Hidden  Cameras  frontman  Joel 
Gibb 

2.  Starry  songcraft:  Amy  Millan  goes  solo 

3.  Feist-y  gal:  Leslie's  triumphant  return  to 
Hillside 

4.  Fantasy  island  (stage):  Owen  Pallett,  strings 
sensation 

5.  Khaela  of  The  Blow  gets  creative 
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A  look  under  the  covers  of  the  Toronto  International  Film  Festival 

Luke  Higginson,  Chandler  Levack,  Seth  Mendelson,  Radheyan  Simonpillai 


TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  5, 2006  13 


Keeping  it  real:  all  the  sex  in  Shortbus  h  as  unsettling  as  it  is  unsimulated 


review@thevarsity.ca 


K,  so  there  aren't  any 
snakes  on  any  planes,  but 
this  year's  Toronto  Inter- 
national Film  Festival  is 
loaded  with  its  fair  share  of  stars, 
hype,  and  controversy.  Here's  a 
sneak  preview  of  what  the  world 
renowned  festival  has  in  store. 

SHORTBUS 

Director:  John  Cameron  Mitchell 

John  Cameron  Mitchell's  Shortbus,  a 
tale  of  disparate  New  York  residents 
who  explore  and  then  cross  their 
sexual  boundaries,  isn't  so  much  a 
risque  art  house  flick  as  it  is  a  glori- 
fied porno  with  a  plot.  As  a  selection 
in  the  Festival's  new  Vanguard  pro- 
gramme— where  cultural,  sexual, 
and  cinematic  freedom  reigns  su- 
preme— the  grounds  for  Shortbus' 
inclusion  seem  to  be  that  it  is  the 
first  mainstream  film  to  feature  un- 
simulated sex — straight,  gay,  and 
everything  in  between.  However, 
this  edgy  breakthrough  is  hardly 
credible  considering  that  ubiqui- 
tous sex  is  the  film's  only  compelling 
contribution.  The  characters  merely 
provide  a  mildly  bemusing  laundry 
list  of  sexual  deficiencies — includ- 
ing a  sex  therapist  that  can't  come 
(played  by  CBC's  Sook-Yin  Lee)  and 
a  gay  man  who  will  only  play  pitcher, 
never  catcher.  Meanwhile,  the  nar- 
rative is  bent  on  exploring  extrane- 
ous sexual  positions — most  worthy 
of  Cirque  du  Soleil — more  than  the 
emotions  that  drive  the  lead  actors 
to  such  extremes.  So  while  Shortbus 
sports  rare  and  fragmented  mo- 
ments of  witty  social  commentary 
and  comic  relief  (to  stifle  the  ex- 
treme awkwardness  of  watching  a 
man  blow  himself),  it  only  succeeds 
in  alienating  an  audience  who  would 
rather  have  real  sex  in  private.  -RS 

Rating:  VWW 
VOLVER 

Director:  Pedro  Almodovar 

Volver,  Pedro  Almodovar's  latest 
film,  stars  Penelope  Cruz  as  a  young 
mother  who  is  forced  to  deal  with 
the  sudden  death  of  her  dead  beat 
husband.  The  film's  title  translates 
as  coming  back,  and  this  theme  is 
reinforced  throughout  the  piece. 
Whether  it's  regarding  close  friends, 
family,  or  dead  loved  ones,  char- 
acters in  this  film  re-form  strong 
bonds  in  unlikely  circumstances. 
If  you're  familiar  with  Almodovar's 
other  films,  don't  expect  anything 
new.  Murder,  drugs,  sex,  camp,  and 
bad  television  all  play  recurring 
roles  in  his  work. 

That's  not  to  say  that  they  don't 
succeed  in  this  new  dramatic  com- 
edy from  one  of  Spain's  leading  di- 
rectors. Here  Almodovar  tones  his 
style  down  and  makes  a  touchingly 
quiet  film  about  a  small  working- 
class  town  where  everyone  seems 
to  be  mourning  losses  and  harbour- 
ing secrets.  While  some  parts  may 
seem  aimless,  the  film  comes  to- 
gether quite  beautifully  in  the  end. 
Watch  it  for  Almodovar's  trademark 
blend  of  comedy  and  tragedy  and  a 
wonderful  scene  involving  a  ghost 
and  some  farts.  -SM 

Rating:  VWvV 


THE  SCIENCE  OF  SLEEP 

Director:  Michel  Gondry 

When  Stephane,  a  wannabe  graphic 
artist  who  has  trouble  separating  his 
dreams  from  reality,  meets  Stepha- 
nie, the  young  woman  living  across 
the  hallway  in  his  mother's  house, 
an  odd  and  surreal  courtship  begins 
to  unfold.  True  to  form,  Academy 
Award-winning  writer/director  Mi- 
chel Gondry  uses  his  visual  genius 
to  paint  Stephane's  dreams  with 
his  unique  aesthetic  and  animation 
style.  While  the  film  features  strong 
performances  full  of  genuinely  funny 
and  touching  moments,  Gondry,  as 
the  sole  writer,  tends  to  indulge  him- 
self too  much.  Following  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  last  film.  Eternal  Sunshine 
of  the  Spotless  Mind,  this  film  revolves 
around  a  quirky  love  story  about 
two  people  who  are  perfect  for  each 
other,  but  too  fucked  up  to  actually 
make  it  work.  In  that  film,  realistic 
characters  work  well  because  they 
act  to  balance  the  absurd  scenarios, 
but  in  The  Science  of  Sleep  there's 
nothing  of  the  sort  to  provide  a  point 
of  reference.  Stephane's  character 
seems  to  go  from  being  sweet  and 
misunderstood  to  clinically  insane, 
and  then  back  again,  while  most  of 
the  situations  that  ultimately  keep 
Stephane  and  Stephanie  apart  don't 
really  make  sense.  In  the  end  The 
Science  of  Sleep  ends  up  being  both 
impressive  and  disappointing  at  the 
same  time.  Best  to  hit  snooze  on  this 
one,  and  wait  for  the  DVD.  -LH 

Rating:  VWW 
PAN'S  LABYRINTH 

Director:  Guillermo  del  Toro 

If  David  Cronenberg  had  adapted 
The  Chronicles  of  Narnia,  it  might 
have  been  something  like  director 
Guillermo  del  Toro's  darkly  imagina- 
tive and  poetically  rich  fable,  Pan's 
Labyrinth.  The  fairy  tale,  which  is  set 
against  the  backdrop  of  the  Spanish 
Civil  War,  follows  the  starry-eyed 


Ofelia  (Ivana  Baquero),  a  child  who 
discovers  that  the  world  of  the  fan- 
tastical can  be  just  as  horrific  as  that 
of  the  fascist  reality.  Ofelia  and  her 
pregnant  mother  are  relocated  to  a 
military  outpost  to  join  her  stern  and 
vile  stepfather,  Captain  Vidal  (played 
by  a  sinister  Sergi  Lopez).  Vidal  is  in 
charge  of  exterminating  any  threats 
of  rebellion  posed  by  the  working 
class — a  task  he  is  all  too  happy  to 
perform  with  progressively  more 
inventive  (and  toe  curling)  methods 
of  bodily  harm.  As  Ofelia  attempts  to 
avoid  the  attentions  of  her  tyranni- 
cal stepfather,  she  discovers  a  magi- 
cal subterranean  world  within  the 
grounds  of  a  garden  labyrinth.  How- 
ever, this  is  a  Narnia  where  the  fauns 
have  fangs  and  fairies  grimace  with 
nefarious  motives. 
Del  Toro's  multi-layered  film  shifts 
between  wartime  drama  and  a  child's 
fantasy  as  a  method  to  explore  the 
ideology  of  make-believe — how  the 
innocent  must  foster  illusion  for  a 
glint  of  hope  in  disturbing  times.  As 
Ofelia's  dreams  become  increasingly 
nightmareish,  it  becomes  apparent 
that  even  a  child's  imagination  isn't 
safe  under  the  shadows  of  a  fascist 
regime.  -RS 

Rating:  WWv 
INDIGENES  (DAYS  OF  GLORY) 

Director:  Rachib  Bouchareb 

Indigenes  begins  like  Glory  but  ends 
like  Saving  Private  Ryan,  and  sadly 
can't  make  up  its  mind  as  to  what  it 
wants  to  be  in  between.  The  story 
of  a  group  of  North  African  sol- 
diers who  battled  Nazis  in  World 
War  Two  on  the  behalf  of  their  co- 
lonial motherland,  France,  director 
Rachib  Bouchareb's  new  film  never 
achieves  its  ambitious  goals  due 
to  its  chaotic  and  incoherent  plot. 
While  examining  how  four  indistinct 
soldiers  confront  their  "indigenous" 
status  among  the  colonial  French 
troops,  the  film  takes  a  scattershot 
approach  by  rushing  into  battle  af- 


ter minimal  character  exposition, 
leaving  the  disoriented  audience  to 
figure  out  who's  who  in  the  interim. 
The  plot  points — all  built  on  ground 
already  occupied  by  previous  war 
flicks — occur  seemingly  at  random, 
while  the  characters  within  are  nei- 
ther distinguishable  nor  of  any  sub- 
stance. When  the  film  finally  pulls 
itself  together,  it's  too  late,  which  is 
a  shame  because  there  are  moments 
in  the  film  that  show  shards  of  a  tru- 
ly heart  felt  story.  Perhaps  the  great- 
est injustice  in  Indigenes  is  that  such 
strong  subject  matter  has  been  dealt 
with  so  weakly.  -RS 

Rating:  WWV 

CITIZEN  DUANE 

Director:  Michael  Mabbott 

Last  year,  in  an  interview  with  The 
Varsity,  director  Michael  Mabbott  ex- 
pressed some  concern  over  a  CityTV 
Award  he  received  at  TIFF  for  his 
first  feature  The  Life  and  Hard  Times 
of  Guy  Terrifico.  The  inscription  on 
the  prize  contained  a  quote  from 
former  CityTV  chief  Moses  Znaimer, 
"Sooner  or  later  we're  all  working 
for  television."  Znaimer  might  have 
been  a  prophet,  for  Mabbott 's  follow- 
up,  Citizen  Duane,  plays  like  a  bunch 
of  episodes  from  a  family  sitcom 
smashed  together  into  one  90-min- 
ute  stretch.  Duane  is  the  story  of  an 
idealistic  but  pig-headed  teenager, 
Duane  Balfour,  who  runs  for  mayor 
in  the  small  town  of  Ridgeburg  as  a 
last  stand  against  a  high  school  bully 
whose  grandmother  has  held  the  po- 
sition for  years.  An  underdog  com- 
edy with  moments  of  animated  sil- 
liness that  are  hit-and-miss,  and  an 
admirable  turn  for  young  Canadian 
actor  Douglas  Smith,  Citizen  Duane 
offers  mild  chuckles  that  may  only 
satisfy  an  audience  that  has  lacka- 
daisically tuned  in,  but  is  ultimately 
a  waste  of  precious  festival  time. 
Mabbott's  fears  of  television  damna- 
tion have  been  affirmed.  -RS 

Rating:  WWV 


MANUFACTURED  LANDSCAPES 

Director:  Jennifer  Baichwal 

Edward  Burtynsky  is  a  Canadian 
photographer  best  known  for  ex- 
tracting beautiful  artwork  from  un- 
likely quarries.  Under  Burtynsky's 
lens,  materials  like  the  recycled  "E- 
waste"  of  computer  parts  and  the 
inner  sanctum  of  a  construction  site 
become  multicolored  confections  of 
saturated  wires  and  brightly-lit  ca- 
bles. Filmmaker  Jennifer  Baichwal's 
documentary  never  gets  personal 
(Burtynsky  avoids  speaking  to  the 
camera),  remaining  coolly  distant 
from  its  subject  to  focus  in  on  the 
examination  of  landscapes  in  trans- 
formation. Filming  in  fluid  pans  and 
zooms  across  these  revamped  ar- 
eas, the  stunning  Super  16  cinema- 
tography almost  looks  like  a  mov- 
ing Burtynsky  photograph  itself. 
Industrial  Shanghai  is  the  focus,  as 
Burtynsky  captures  the  geography 
of  a  Third  World  country  with  First 
World  desires.  Instead  of  a  conven- 
tional examination  of  an  artist,  we 
see  the  excavated  topography  of 
the  world's  largest  dam,  the  super- 
sonic yellows  and  blues  of  a  factory 
line,  and  the  azure  liquid  inside 
a  hollowed  out  mine.  Baichwal's 
documentary  never  tells  you  what 
to  think,  but  lets  you  view  the  land- 
scapes of  a  new  industrial  age  and 
wonder  how  something  so  artificial 
can  look  so  beautiful.  -  CL 

Rating:  WVvV 
AWAY  FROM  HER 

Director:  Sarah  Polley 

Canadian  indie  film  darling  Sarah 
Polley  makes  her  feature  directorial 
debut  in  her  adaptation  of  the  Alice 
Monro  story  "The  Bear  Came  Over 
the  Mountain".  Julie  Christie  and 
Gordon  Pinsent  star  as  Fiona  and 
Grant,  a  happening  couple  married 
for  40  years  quietly  cohabitating  in 
a  modern  ski  lodge.  But  when  Fiona 
starts  to  exhibit  signs  of  early  onset 
Alzheimer's,  Grant  has  to  make  a 
choice  to  send  her  to  the  retirement 
home  Meadowlake  and  slowly  come 
to  terms  with  a  past  his  wife  can  no 
longer  recollect.  Polley's  film  does 
Monro  proud,  remaining  incredibly 
truthful  both  to  the  sensibilities  and 
feelings  that  the  story  provokes, 
filmed  in  snowy  landscapes  and  flu- 
orescent retirement  home  hallways. 
And  veteran  Julie  Christie  delivers 
a  watershed  performance  as  Fiona, 
slowly  losing  her  mind  with  grace, 
humor  and  honest  human  emotion. 
Sarah  Polley  has  always  been  an  in- 
fluential player  in  the  Canadian  film 
scene,  and  this  one  sets  the  stage 
for  her  to  save  it.  It's  a  mature  and 
clever  piece  of  work,  without  all  the 
usual  Canuck  self-consciousness. 
-CL 

Rating:  WWV 

The  Toronto  International  Film 
Festival  kicks  off  this  Thursday  at 
cinemas  across  the  city.  Be  sure  to 
check  out  more  festival  coverage  in 
our  next  issue. 
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City  birds  stress  less 

Unlike  their  wild  cousins,  urban 
birds  have  been  found  to  have  a  re- 
duced response  to  stress  in  order 
to  cope  better  with  numerous  city 
strains  without  suffering  delete- 
rious chronic  effects.  Ornitholo- 
gists of  the  Max  Planck  Institue  in 
Germany  measured  blood  levels 
of  corticosterone,  the  stress  hor- 
mone in  birds,  after  standardized 
capturing  and  handling  stressor 
protocols  applied  during  the  birds' 
first  autumn,  winter,  and  spring. 
Both  urban  and  wild  birds  showed 
similar  hormonal  stress  response 
during  the  first  autumn,  but  the 
stress  response  was  distinctly 
lower  in  urban  birds  as  compared 
to  wild  birds  during  the  first  win- 
ter and  spring.  According  to  the  re- 
searchers, these  results  show  that 
city  life  leads  to  changes  in  physi- 
ological coping  mechanisms  that 
are  necessary  for  the  survival  of 
the  wild  animals  in  a  urban  dwell- 
ing. 

Source:  Ecology 
— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 

Carbon  monoxide  may 
save  lives 

Women  who  smoke  during  preg- 
nancy have  a  reduced  chance 
of  developing  pre-eclampsia,  a 
pregnancy-related  disorder  usu- 
ally characterized  by  hypertension 
and  high  concentrations  of  protein 
in  urine.  The  disorder  is  character- 
ized by  a  failure  of  the  growing  fe- 
tus to  receive  adequate  amounts  of 
nutrients  due  to  oxidative  damage 
to  syncytiotrophoblast  cells  of  the 
placenta.  These  cells  are  essential 
to  development  as  they  provide  nu- 
trient transfer  from  the  mother  to 
the  fetus. 

In  a  study  conducted  by  scientists 
at  Queen's  University,  placental 
tissue  obtained  from  non-smoking 
women  were  subjected  to  oxida- 
tive stress,  resulting  in  syncytio- 
trophoblast cell  death.  In  compari- 
son, tissues  then  treated  with 
carbon  monoxide  (at  fevels  similar 
to  smoking  mothers)  were  found 
to  have  a  significant  decrease  of 
syncytiotrophoblast  cell  death. 
The  carbon  monoxide  treated  sam- 
ples also  showed  syncytiotropho- 
blasts  without  signs  of  cell  injury. 
Although  the  frequency  of  pre- 
eclampsia is  reduced  in  smoking 
mothers,  there  are  more  imminent 
problems  associated  with  smok- 
ing during  pregnancy,  such  as  low 
birth  weight  and  Sudden  Infant 
Death  Syndrome.  Nevertheless, 
carbon  monoxide  treatments  give 
promising  applications  for  organ 
transplantation,  which  are  threat- 
ened by  oxidative  stress. 
Source:  American  Journal  of 
Pathology 
—JENNIFER  HUEN 

New  dogs  but  old  tumour 

Scientists  at  University  College 
London  and  the  University  of  Chi- 
cago have  recently  discovered  that 
the  canine  transmissible  venereal 

SEE  'BRIEFS' -PG.  16 


A  pearl  in  Canada's  Arctic 

In  the  middle  of  the  summer  heat,  a  collection  of  scientists  dedicated  to  unraveling  environmental 
mysteries  came  together  to  open  an  Arctic  research  centre.  GLEN  FERNANDES  investigates 


A pearl,  born  naturally  or  ar- 
tificially, is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  ingenious  en- 
tities inside  the  shell  of  an  oyster. 
Canada's  Arctic  region  houses  a 
pearl  that  is  about  to  enhance  hu- 
man understanding  and  research  to 
a  new  level. 

Canada's  PEARL  is  the  Polar  En- 
vironment Atmospheric  Research 
Laboratory,  which  opened  in  July 
and  was  designed  to  study  ozone, 
air  quality,  and  climate  change.  It  is 
run  by  a  dedicated  team  of  scientists 
from  eight  different  Canadian  uni- 
versities and  government  research 
laboratories  led  by  Professor  Jim 
Drummond  of  the  University  of  To- 
ronto and  Dalhousie  University. 

"The  environment  is  constantly 
changing,  and  since  the  influence 
of  mankind  on  the  environment  is 
becoming  larger  and  larger,  eternal 
vigilance  is  necessary  to  ensure 
that  we  do  not  suffer  from  unan- 
ticipated consequences,"  cautioned 
Drummond. 

Described  as  a  project  of  "infinite 
length  with  finite  stages,"  PEARL  is 
especially  important  to  Canada's 
research  community  since  the 
Arctic,  representing  a  large  part  of 
Canada's  total  landmass,  has  very 
few  locations  in  which  it  is  pos- 
sible to  study  the  atmosphere  and 
how  it  changes  over  long  periods  of 
time.  The  Arctic,  like  the  Antarctic, 
is  a  unique  region  because  of  its 
proximity  to  the  pole,  its  low  tem- 
peratures, and  the  rare  circulation 
patterns  that  allow  it  to  be  called  an 
extreme  atmosphere. 

"Within  this  atmosphere,  many 
things  happen  that  do  not  happen 
at  lower  latitudes,  but  which  influ- 
ence things  that  do  happen  at  lower 


PEARL,  top,  is  located  on  Ellesmere  Island,  Nunavut,  only  1,100  km  away  from  the  North 
Pole.  Eureka,  the  name  of  the  base,  has  a  permanent  population  of  zero  but  houses  a 
continuously  rotating  staff. 


latitudes,"  explained  Drummond. 
"Some  people  have  even  dubbed 
the  Arctic  as  the  'canary  of  the  cli- 
mate,' which  means  that  we  may  see 
things  happening  in  the  Arctic  be- 
fore they  occur  at  lower  latitudes, 
and  so  it  is  crucial  that  we  gain  a 
better  understanding  of  Arctic  cli- 
mate." 

The  project  over  the  next  five 
years  will  gather  data  on  the  cur- 
rent state  of  the  atmosphere  in 
the  Arctic  by  using  a  new  array  of 
equipment  such  as  radar,  radiom- 
eters, and  spectrometers  to  record 
the  composition,  temperature,  and 
various  other  atmospheric  factors 
in  the  Arctic. 

Certainly  one  of  the  most  complex 
projects  of  Drummond's  life,  the  ten 
funding  agencies,  eight  universities 
and  one  very  difficult  set  of  logistics 
present  a  unique  set  of  problems  for 
the  team.  The  main  issue  standing 
in  the  way  of  success  is  the  necessi- 
ty of  working  in  such  a  remote  area 
with  unaccountable  accidents. 

"PEARL  is  certainly  one  of  the 
most  challenging  and  complex  proj- 
ects that  we've  attempted  and  it 
has  taken  us  to  a  unique  part  of  the 
world  which  is  extremely  beautiful 
and  challenging  at  the  same  time," 
Drummond  said. 
PEARL  will  be  integral  in  the  In- 
I  ternational  Polar  Year  (IPY)  2007- 
i  2008,  a  24-month-long  event  where 
I  all  nations  with  an  interest  in  the 
^  polar  regions  are  encouraged  to 
s  intensify  their  research  efforts  and 
I  share  their  results  to  better  under- 
stand this  region.  PEARL  is  part  of 
Canada's  research  contribution  to 
IPY  and  will  be  instrumental  in  pro- 
pelling Canada  to  the  forefront  of 
atmospheric  research. 


Rewire  launched  to 
reduce  energy  use 


Sandy  Huen 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 


The  start  of  the  academic  year  for  U  of  T's 
Sustainability  Office  means  the  launch  of  a 
community-based  social  marketing  initiative 
in  seven  residences,  one  office,  and  the  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto  at  Mississauga,  with  the  goal 
of  reducing  energy  consumption  by  five  to  ten 
per  cent. 

The  program,  called  Rewire,  is  only  a  small 
part  of  what  the  Sustainability  Office  is  doing 
to  reduce  energy  consumption  on  campus. 

"What  community-based  social  marketing 
does  is  looks  at  why  people  might  not  want  to 
change  their  behaviours  and  tries  to  address 
those  issues,"  said  Chris  Caners,  coordinator 
of  the  Sustainability  Office.  The  Rewire  project 
was  piloted  in  February  successfully  and  will 
reach  over  4,000  people  in  this  launch,  which 
is  set  for  October. 

"It's  a  sophisticated  ad  campaign.  It's  a  so- 
phisticated information  campaign.  It's  a  so- 
phisticated look  at  what  barriers  are  to  reduc- 
ing energy  consumption,"  said  Caners.  Using 
toolkits  and  focus  groups,  the  program  com- 
bines research  and  advertising  to  change  the 


way  people  think  about  energy. 

How  these  energy  reductions  translate  into 
reduced  emissions  is  another  challenge  the 
office  is  tackling.  Already,  the  university  saves 
3,100  tonnes  of  greenhouse  gas  emissions 
through  the  retrofit  of  lighting  and  chillers  in 
buildings  and  libraries,  equivalent  to  removing 
600  cars  from  the  road. 

"The  office  hasn't  been  around  that  long,  but 
we're  starting  to  measure  those  things  and  to 
be  able  to  monitor  those  certain  things,"  said 
Caners.  Inventories  for  waste  production, 
transportation  emissions,  and  greenhouse  gas 
reductions  are  a  key  goal  of  the  office. 

New  initiatives  like  running  grounds  vehi- 
cles on  biodiesel  and  the  possibility  of  a  cam- 
pus wind  turbine  are  only  a  few  of  the  ideas 
the  students  at  the  Sustainability  Office  are 
currently  researching.  Even  small  steps  like  in- 
stalling motion  sensitive  lighting  are  important 
building  blocks  to  making  the  university  more 
energy  efficient. 

"What  we  try  and  do  is  take  the  best  technol- 
ogies and  ideas  and  programs  and  implement 
them  here,  and  certainly  do  research  on  that," 
said  Caners.  "We  try  to  bridge  the  gap  between 
research  and  operations." 


A  Rewire  sign  above  a  light  switch  aims  to  change  the  way  resi- 
dents of  Whitney  Hall  think  and  act  about  energy  consumption. 
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tumour  (CTVT)  is  between  250  and 
2,500  years  old,  a  finding  that  links 
the  cancer  to  an  ancestral  cancer 
in  wolves.  Dogs  can  transmit  CTVT 
to  other  dogs  through  copulation, 
licking,  biting,  and  smelling.  Un- 
like other  cancers  that  develop 
over  time,  CTVT  is  spread  by  the 
transmission  of  tumour  cells  them- 
selves. By  collecting  tumour  sam- 
ples from  various  dog  breeds  inter- 
nationally, researchers  found  that 
all  the  tumours  shared  the  same 
genetic  marker  that  were  absent  in 
each  breed's  non-cancerous  cells. 
Further  analysis  showed  that  the 
DNA  sequence  between  all  the  tu- 
mours were  identical  but  unique 
from  the  non-cancerous  canine 
cells,  regardless  of  how  distinct 
the  dogs  were  from  each  other. 
After  conducting  computational 
studies,  the  researchers  believe 
that  these  tumour  cells  originated 
from  wolves  at  least  two  centuries 
ago  and  were  then  "passed  down" 
to  present-day  breeds  of  dogs. 
Source:  Cell 
— J.H. 


It's  a  dirty  job. 


Scientists  have  developed  a  way 
to  make  laundry  detergents  even 
more  powerful  at  removing  stains. 
Enzymes  are  included  in  deter- 
gents to  help  target  protein-based 
stains  in  laundry.  However,  these 
enzymes  often  are  susceptible  to 
clumping  and  inactivation  by  air 
and  moisture,  as  well  as  other  de- 
tergent ingredients.  To  keep  the 
enzymes  active  for  as  long  as  pos- 
sible, scientists  have  designed  sili- 
ca gel  beads  that  encapsulate  the 
enzymes  and  protect  them  from 
inactivation.  The  coating  remains 
intact  until  conditions  are  right 
in  the  washing  machine,  at  which 
point  the  enzymes  are  released  to 
act  on  the  dirty  laundry. 
Source:  Chemistry  of  Materials 
— M.A. 


//THE  SCIENCE  OF  FROSH 


Building  your  beer  belly 

Sometimes  known  as  "Freshman  15,"  the  cautionary, 
but  probably  true  tale  of  the  fatty  pounds  of  first-year 
life  seems  to  be  losing  steam.  Generally  believed  to  be 
caused  by  over-indulgence  in  alcohol,  fast  food,  and 
late-night  partying,  the  key  weapon  in  fighting  the 
mighty  15  seems  to  be  by  knowing  your  enemy.  What 
causes  the  notorious  Frosh  15,  according  to  first-years? 
Stress,  beer,  all-you-can-eat  cafeterias,  and  "those  re- 
ally good  Sodexho  cookies"  were  popular  answers. 
Most  frosh  didn't  seem  worried  about  falling  prey  to 
unhealthy  habits,  including  one  student  who  suggested 
that  she  might  even  shed  some  pounds.  What  will  they 
have  to  say  after  a  year  of  greasy  cafeteria  food,  late 
night  study  sessions,  and  immeasurable  quantities  of 
beer? 

Acquainting  yourself  with  alcohol 

The  crux  of  many  a  university  existence  is  the  gratu- 
itous ingestion  of  alcohol.  Although  most  of  the  frosh 
didn't  look  a  day  over  18,  many  proudly  admitted  to  be 
fond  of  alcohol,  including  one  student  who  said  that  he 
is  "really  looking  forward  to  the  nights  of  binge  drink- 
ing." On  the  topic  of  the  best  kinds  of  inebriation,  one 
Trinity  frosh  said  that  "vodka-drunk  is  damn  funny," 
while  others  insisted  rum  was  their  drink  of  choice. 
Scientific  studies,  however,  have  favoured  clearer  li- 
quors like  vodka  as  they  give  a  less  severe  hangover 
than  more  impure  alcohols  like  brandy  and  rum.  This 
year's  frosh  had  a  strange,  if  not  creative,  assortment 
of  personal  tried-and-true  hangover  remedies.  These 
included  potato  chips,  bananas,  Raisin  Bran,  Cheerios 
sans  milk,  and  "anything  especially  greasy."  The  resi- 
dence dons,  of  course,  generally  forbade  reckless  alco- 
holism and  advised  lots  of  water  before  bed  and  the 
morning  after. 


Sleeping  it  off 


Burning  the  midnight  oil  soon  becomes  an  unpleasant 
reality  for  the  majority  of  university  students.  Most  of 
the  frosh  claimed  to  be  already  acquainted  with  sleep- 
less nights,  and  offered  these  suggestions  for  dealing 
with  the  increased  workload,  time  constraints,  and  ex- 
cess partying:  scheduling  15  minute  power  naps,  plan- 
ning ahead,  simply  sleeping  less,  and  of  course,  any  and 
every  kind  of  caffeine.  One  student  stubbornly  insisted 
that  he  will  not  lose  much  sleep  as  he  plans  to  complete 
his  assignments  and  study  for  tests  "the  morning  of." 

Method  behind  the  madness 

When  it  comes  to  laying  out  the  welcome  mats,  no 
one  does  it  better  than  the  engineers  who  ceremoni- 
ously dunk,  dip,  and  splatter  their  frosh  with  purple 
paint  before  classes  start.  Fortunately  (or  perhaps,  un- 
fortunately) this  purple  dye  is  not  carcinogenic,  as  is  ru- 
moured. The  dye  is  gentian  violet,  an  anti-fungal  agent 
that  is  commonly  used  to  treat  athlete's  foot  and  yeast 
infections.  Frosh  from  other  faculties  unanimously  de- 
clared they  would  never  allow  themselves  to  be  dyed 
purple,  their  reasons  ranging  from  not  liking  the  colour 
to  "We're  not  retarded."  One  student  went  so  far  as  to 
say,  "Thank  God  we're  not  engineers!"  Well,  what's  a 
little  purple  paint  if  it'll  cure  athlete's  foot? 

— MAYCE  AL-SUKHNI  &  SANDY  HUEN 


In  the  University  College  quad  with  a  horde  of  first-years,  top,  frosh  leaders  are  quick  to 
dance  off  the  pounds  while  the  frosh  loiter  around,  unconcerned.  On  the  bottom,  the  process 
of  getting  purple  for  Skule  frosh  is  a  tradition  these  engineers  have  etched  on  their  bodies 
for  at  least  a  month. 


AIDS  research  offers  novel  approaches 


Sabeen  Abbas 


Each  year,  more  than  four  million 
people  become  infected  by  the  Hu- 
man Immunodeficiency  Virus  (HIV), 
one  of  the  many  problems  tackled 
by  the  24,000  delegates  at  the  XVI 
International  Aids  Conference  held 
August  in  Toronto. 

A  report  released  by  the  Global 
HIV  Prevention  Working  Group  dur- 
ing the  conference  highlighted  sev- 
eral approaches  to  HIV  prevention 
currently  being  tested. 

Observational  reports  showed 
that  circumcised  men  are  less  likely 
to  become  infected  by  a  female  part- 
ner. A  study  by  Dr.  J.O.  Lloyd-Smith 
from  Penn  State  University's  Centre 
of  Infectious  Disease  Dynamics  used 
a  mathematical  model  to  predict  the 


potential  impact  of  male  circumci- 
sion (MC)  on  the  AIDS  epidemic 
in  Africa.  They  concluded  that  MC 
could  avert  on  average  two  million 
new  HIV  infections,  particularly  in 
southern  Africa  where  MC  is  uncom- 
mon and  HIV  is  prevalent. 

Another  prevention  strategy,  pre- 
exposure prophylaxis  or  PREP,  in- 
volves giving  HIV-negative  people 
(those  not  infected)  antiretroviral 
drugs.  Traditionally,  antiretroviral 
drugs  are  used  to  treat  HIV  infec- 
tions. Though  activists  protested 
the  use  of  the  PREP  at  the  XV  Inter- 
national AIDS  Conference,  sites  in 
Thailand,  Botswana,  and  Peru  are 
testing  the  drug  tenofovir  for  its  ef- 
ficacy. 

Presented  as  a  promising  ap- 
proach, microbicides  are  geared 


for  topical  usage,  in  gels  or  creams, 
which  are  applied  to  the  vagina  or 
rectum.  They  may  reduce  transmis- 
sion of  HIV  by  up  to  60  per  cent. 
Some  microbicides  work  to  enhance 
the  vagina's  natural  acidity  and  pre- 
vent transmission.  Others  include 
surfactants  that  break  up  mem- 
branes, like  the  viral  envelope,  to 
disable  the  virus  and  prevent  infec- 
tion. Five  microbicides  are  current- 
ly being  tested  with  several  more  in 
earlier  phases  of  clinical  trials. 

While  five  years  is  the  soonest 
prediction  for  approved  microbi- 
cide  use,  most  experts  predict  that 
it  will  be  more  than  ten  years  before 
a  fully  effective  HIV  vaccine  will  ex- 
ist. Currently,  30  HIV  vaccine  can- 
didates are  in  the  product  pipeline. 
The  'subunit'  approach  to  vaccines. 


favoured  in  HIV  research,  introduc- 
es a  fragment  of  an  inactivated  or 
weakened  virus  to  elicit  an  immune 
response. 

Other  prevention  strategies  in- 
clude use  of  cervical  barriers,  such 
as  the  diaphragm,  and  suppression 
of  herpes  infection,  which  triples 
risk  of  HIV  infection. 

A  multi-institutional  research  con- 
sortium, the  Elite  Controller  Collab- 
orative Study,  will  study  natural  HIV 
suppression  by  the  human  immune 
system.  Dr.  Bruce  Walker,  director 
of  Partner  AIDS  Research  Centre 
at  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
described  "elite  controllers"  as  peo- 
ple infected  with  HIV  who  are  able 
to  suppress  the  virus  without  any 
medication,  remaining  healthy  and 
symptom-free. 


Researchers  estimate  that  one  in 
300  people  infected  with  HIV  are 
able  to  suppress  the  virus  naturally, 
keeping  the  number  of  virus  copies 
in  the  body  low  enough  to  be  with- 
out symptoms.  The  goal  of  the  con- 
sortium is  to  identify  and  explain 
the  mechanism  that  controls  viral 
replication.  A  vaccine  built  on  this 
premise  may  not  prevent  infection, 
but  may  suppress  viral  replication 
and  be  useful  in  AIDS  treatment. 

Since  the  pandemic  began  25 
years  ago,  advances  in  treatment 
have  improved  patient  life  quality. 
Pill  dosage  has  been  reduced  from 
ten  pills  a  day  ten  years  ago  to  just 
one  today.  Until  a  truly  effective  HIV 
vaccine  exists,  the  best  treatment 
lies  in  the  prevention  of  infection. 
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-VIC- REACH- 

STUDENT  VOLUNTEER  PROGRAM 

An  academic  outreach  program  staffed  by  Victoria  College  students  for  disadvantaged  students  in  primary  and  middle 
schools  in  the  Metropolitan  Toronto  region. 

•  Student  volunteers  will  be  providing  up  to  3  hours  per  week  of  tutoring  and  assistance  during  the  academic  year. 

•  Every  student  of  Victoria  College  is  eligible  to  participate. 

•  Each  student  volunteer  fulfilling  the  requirements  of  Vic-Reach  will  receive  a  formal  certificate  from  the  College 
recognizing  his/her  participation  in  the  program. 

Introductory  Meeting 
Date:  Thursday,  September  14,  2006 
at  6  p.m.  in  the  Senior  Common  Room,  Burwash  Hall 

VICTORIA  COLLEGE 

Students  who  are  unable  to  attend  may  call  416-585-4497  for  further  information  or  send  this  form  to  Victoria  College, 

Office  of  the  Principal,  Old  Vic  building,  VC  104 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5S  1K7. 


Name  

Address  

Telephone  number  

Year  Subject  fields  of  interest. 

E-mail  address  


STUDENT  &  EDUCATOR  SOFTWARE  DISCOUNTSf 


SAVE  UP  TO  85%  OFF  RETAIL  PRICING 


thoyssndi  ®f  titles  available. 


Adobe  Creative  Suite 


2.0  Premium 


$424 


98 


Adobe  Studio  8 

$349w 


FileMaker 


Adobe  Design  Bundle     FileMaker  Pro  8.5 
$10^98  $17998 


Microsoft  Office  2003 

$279« 


Avid  Xpress  PRO  HD 


QuarkXPress  7.0 

$229" 


*  '  Mindjef 

MindManager 


MindManager  Pro  6 


Si 

.imi  g 

If  ^ 

■ 

'          jlil'  < 

 1 

AutoCad  2007 

$429« 


Endnote  X 
$^^998 


Adobe  Acrobat  7.0  Pro 
$19998 


FREE 

CLASSROOM  KIT! 

Educators: 

Request  a  free  Classroom  Kit 
containing  brochures  and 
posters  for  your  students. 

www.JoumeyEd.ca.asp 


journeyE 
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VARSITY  SPORTS 


sports@thevarsity.ca 


Past  not  a  concern  for  football's  future 


Perry  King 

ASSOCIATE  SPORTS  EDITOR 


As  the  U  of  T  football  team  finished  up 
training  camp,  they  were  not  obsessed 
over  a  statistic  that  has  followed  them 
for  five  years.  Now,  this  young  nucleus 
of  football  players  intends  to  play  the 
game  from  kickoff  to  whistle,  and  are 
adamantly  keeping  out  of  their  mind 
the  fact  that  they  have  not  tallied  a 
win  since  November  2001. 

"At  this  point  we're  not  even  think- 
ing about  it,  it's  the  farthest  thing  from 
our  minds  and  we  are  not  interested 
in  listening  to  the  critics,"  said  Head 
Coach  Steve  Howlett. 

"There  have  been  comments  made 
by  some  of  our  players  in  the  players' 
room  that  set  out  our  mission:  to  win 
one  for  guys  like  John  Gilson,  for  guys 
who  have  played  with  us  for  years.  We 
are  positively  focused  and  ready  to 
fight  for  every  play  this  season." 

Graduation  was  kind  to  the  Blues  (0- 
1),  as  eight  of  their  offensive  weapons 
have  returned.  Leading  the  way  will 
be  the  Blues'  quarterbacking  corps, 
Mark  Stinson  and  Dave  Hamilton. 

"There  was  a  huge  turnover  in  our 
youth  on  the  team  and  we  believe  in 
the  natural  evolution  of  our  players," 
Howlett  said.  "It  is  great  to  see  the 
same  guys  that  have  been  here  for 
years." 

Howlett  intends  to  start  Hamilton 
for  the  majority  of  the  season.  Stin- 
son's  role  on  the  team  will  be  an  in- 
teresting one,  taking  on  similarities  to 
that  of  Kordell  "Slash"  Stewart  and  his 
role  on  the  Super  Bowl  representative 
Pittsburgh  Steelers  in  .1996.  Stinson 
totaled  213  yards  on  the  ground  last 
season. 

"Mark  [Stinson]  is  a  very  good  ath- 
lete and  he  should  be  seeing  play  in 
a  slotback  position,"  Howlett  said. 
"What  we  want  to  do  was  have  Mark 
slide  over  into  an  ace  back  formation 
and  become  more  active  as  a  receiver 
Both  of  our  guys  are  great  quarter- 
backs who  make  great  decisions,  and 
they  do  bring  a  lot  of  diversity  to  the 
quarterback  position.  But  with  this 
approach,  we  can  take  advantage  of 
both  of  their  abilities." 


Halfback  Marc  Gaudett,  right,  sprints  through  a  gaping  hole  thanks  to  the  Blues'  offensive  line  in  last  year's  lost  to  Western  Ontario. 
Gaudett  ran  for  882  yards  last  season,  the  fourth  best  total  in  the  OUA. 


The  decision  to  do  this  came  natu- 
rally to  Howlett  and  Dan  Crifo,  Offen- 
sive Coordinator,  and  Offensive  Line 
Coach  for  the  Blues.  Having  Stinson  in 
on  more  plays  in  this  environment  in- 
vites more  diversity  in  offensive  plays 
like  boots,  counters,  and  draw  plays — 
possibly  making  play  action  boots 
more  effective  for  the  pass  game. 

"We  always  had  it  in  mind  to  have 


a  proper  50-50  of  run  and  pass  plays. 
Doing  this  will  definitely  take  some 
pressure  off  of  Marc." 

Back  for  his  third  campaign.  Marc 
Gaudett  returns  to  the  halfback  posi- 
tion, headlining  the  OUA's  eighth  most 
potent  offense,  averaging  about  344 
yards  a  game.  Gaudett's  882  yards  put 
him  fourth  in  the  OUA  last  season,  a 
number  that  may  increase  if  the  offen- 


sive line,  led  by  emotional  leader  John 
Gilson,  continues  to  strengthen.  Tony 
Mammoliti,  Cory  Kennedy,  Jeff  La- 
Forge  and  Ken  Mazurek  all  return  this 
season  as  Hamilton's  prime  receiving 
weapons. 

The  defense  was  where  the  most  is- 
sues had  to  be  addressed,  and  Howlett 
and  his  staff  have  made  strides  here. 
Joe  Rumolo,  a  longtime  assistant  with 


the  team,  has  been  brought  in  to  co- 
ordinate the  defense  and  infuse  a 
more  effective  approach  to  stopping 
opponents.  Rumolo's  experience  with 
defensive  line  development  is  one  that 
Howlett  admires,  as  the  Blues  run  de- 
fense was  a  serious  issue.  The  Blues 
had  allowed  over  600  yards  of  total 
offense  a  game  last  season,  and  about 
263  of  those  yards  from  the  run. 

The  recruiting  season  for  Howlett 
and  Greg  Delaval,  the  Blues  Coordi- 
nator of  Player  Development,  was  a 
rewarding  one.  The  Blues  found  some 
depth  in  a  few  positions,  and  ensured 
some  solidity  once  the  offensive  and 
defensive  families  graduate.  Mead- 
owvale  Secondary  School's  Derek 
Batchelor  has  impressed  the  staff  as  a 
defensive  back,  and  Port  Perry's  Tyler 
Daly  has  become  promising  as  an  un- 
derstudy to  Gaudett. 

The  majority  of  the  youth  infusion 
has  come  on  the  side  of  the  defense. 
Rumolo's  scheme  and  execution  is 
intended  to  be  much  more  aggressive 
and  unpredictable  for  his  players,  as 
blitz  and  aggressive  zone  packages 
are  expected  to  be  more  exercised  in 
the  playbook. 

"One  of  the  biggest  things  that  we 
want  to  see  from  our  team  is  continued 
improvement  in  all  aspects,"  Howlett 
said.  "We  want  a  more  aggressive  de- 
fense and  more  consistency  from  our 
offense." 

Saturday,  the  team  will  travel  to 
Windsor  to  face  off  against  the  Lanc- 
ers (1-0),  who  defeated  Waterloo 
yesterday  42-2.  The  Blues'  season 
opened  yesterday  against  Queen's 
University,  as  the  Golden  Gaels  rout- 
ed U  of  T  53-7. 

The  Blues  had  been  conducting 
training  camp  at  UTSC  over  the  sum- 
mer, and  will  be  staying  in  Scarbor- 
ough at  Birchmount  Stadium  for  their 
home  games  due  to  the  continued 
construction  of  the  new  Varsity  Stadi- 
um during  the  fall.  There  will  only  be 
three  home  games  this  season  for  the 
team,  with  the  opener  at  Birchmount 
September  16  against  Waterloo  Uni- 
versity. The  Blues  will  have  to  be  road 
warriors  for  most  of  the  season,  but 
they  like  the  challenge. 


Soccer's  success  keeps  goals  high 


Glen  Fernandes  

A  domineering  triumph,  the  men's 
soccer  team  (2-0)  aims  to  continue 
with  the  success  that  has  had  them 
ranked  in  the  top  ten  in  the  country 
over  the  past  decade.  With  their 
reputation  cemented  as  one  of  the 
best  teams  in  the  nation,  the  team's 
goals  for  the  upcoming  year  are  to 
pick  up  where  they  left  off:  on  the 
cusp  of  completing  the  triple  crown 
of  Canadian  collegiate  soccer. 

Bittersweet  success 

Last  year  under  Carmine  Issaco's 
first  season  as  head  coach,  the  team 
nearly  pulled  off  winning  the  league, 
provincial,  and  national  titles.  The 
Blues  compiled  a  7-1-2  record  dur- 
ing the  Ontario  University  Athletics 
regular  season,  winning  the  league's 
East  division  title.  But  the  Blues  fin- 
ished with  silver  medals  in  the  OUA 
tournament,  as  Carleton  defeated 
the  Blues  2-0  in  the  finals  for  the  sec- 
ond straight  season,  and  in  the  Ca- 


nadian Interuniversity  Sport  cham- 
pionships the  University  of  British 
Columbia  dispatched  the  Blues  2-1. 

Assistant  Coach  Hieu  Quach  be- 
lieves the  Blues  have  the  potential 
to  be  the  best  team  in  the  country, 
provided  that  the  team  takes  care  of 
the  proper  preparations. 

"For  every  roll  of  the  ball,  we  must 
out-compete  our  opponents,"  he 
said.  "Working  hard  while  training 
for  every  phase  of  the  game  offen- 
sively, defensively,  and  in  transition 
translates  on  the  field.  Taking  care 
of  the  little  things,  such  as  being 
technically  sharp  in  training,  will 
carry  over  to  the  matches." 

Defensive  core  returns 

Looked  upon  again  to  lead  the 
team  are  an  impressive  core  group 
of  returning  veterans,  who  enter  this 
season  with  the  experience  gleaned 
from  last  year's  postseason  runs  in 
the  OUA  and  CIS  tournaments. 

The  strength  of  the  previous 
season  was  a  defense  that  allowed 


four  goals  in  league  play.  The  team 
returns  three  strong  back  anchors, 
headed  by  Eric  Tse,  the  2005  OUA 
MVP  and  CIS  All-Canadian.  Join- 
ing Tse  are  left  back  Alen  Keri,  a 
fearless  tackier  who  possesses  a 
strong  ability  to  win  balls  in  the  air, 
and  goalkeeper  Luciano  Lombardi, 
whose  outstanding  play  led  the  OUA 
in  shutouts  and  goals  against  aver- 
age. 

In  the  midfield,  Joe  Rini's  leader- 
ship was  the  heart  and  soul  of  the 
Blues  and  will  be  looked  upon  to 
continue  his  strong  defensive  stops 
and  distribution  skills.  On  the  offen- 
sive side  of  the  ball,  Mike  Bialy's  ex- 
cellent control  and  vision  make  him 
a  scoring  threat  on  every  offensive 
attack.  Coupled  with  Evan  Milward, 
one  of  the  top  scorers  in  the  CIS  last 
year,  the  duo  possesses  excellent 
strength,  speed,  and  lethal  finishing 
around  the  goal. 

Yet  with  all  the  returning  prowess 
of  the  Blues,  the  weaknesses  of  the 
team  lie  in  the  recovery  of  players 


nursing  injuries  from  Summer  Club 
play,  and  the  key  departures  of 
George  Davis,  Sean  Myers,  and  Kyle 
Hall.  Davis  was  an  inspirational  cap- 
tain who  provided  integral  leader- 
ship along  with  offensive  and  defen- 
sive balance  in  the  midfield.  Myers, 
a  2004  CIS  All-Canadian,  scored  cru- 
cial game-winning  goals  throughout 
his  five  years  on  the  team.  Hall's  out- 
standing pace  down  the  flanks  will 
be  missed  as  he  accepted  a  soccer 
scholarship  to  Syracuse  University. 

The  recruiting  class  of  the  Blues 
offers  new  talent  for  the  future  of 
Blues  Soccer.  Incoming  freshmen 
include  Alexander  Riga,  a  2005  Gold 
Medalist  from  the  Ontario  Canada 
Games  squad  whose  vision  on  the 
pitch  is  lauded.  Joining  Riga  are  Mi- 
chael Braithwaite,  an  athletic  and 
pacey  defender/midfielder  with 
great  versatility,  James  Katsuras, 
a  creative  and  offensively  gifted 
center  midfielder,  and  Alexander 
Raphael,  known  for  his  skillful  and 
agile  forward  play. 


Season  kick-off 

This  weekend  the  Blues  plan  to  con- 
tinue their  winning  ways  as  they  face 
Laurentian  Saturday  and  Nipissing 
Sunday.  U  of  T  kicked  off  their  season 
this  past  weekend,  defeating  Ryerson 
1-0  Saturday,  and  Trent  2-1  Sunday, 
and  currently  lead  the  OUA  East  Divi- 
sion with  six  points. 

The  team  began  its  preparation  for 
the  upcoming  year  by  participating  in 
the  pre-season  Old  Four  Soccer  Tour- 
nament over  August  26  and  27.  The 
first  game  against  Western  led  to  a 
scoreless  tie  in  regulation  followed  by 
a  loss  in  a  penalty  shootout.  The  next 
game  against  McGill  led  to  a  2-0  loss. 

"We  did  not  get  the  results,  but  a  lot 
of  questions  were  answered  in  terms 
of  personnel  and  proper  positions," 
Quach  said.  "We  were  looking  for  a 
forward,  a  playmaker  and  a  right  back 
to  replace  Myers,  Davis,  and  Vancou- 
ver native  Josh  Gordon.  The  tourna- 
ment gave  us  an  opportunity  to  test 
new  players  at  those  positions." 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


GAIN  VALUABLE  TEACHING 
EXPERIENCE! 

Animated  children's  presenters  needed 
to  present  fun  &  hands-on  activities  in 
elementary  schools.  Car  and  exp.  with 
kids  req'd.  Cool  activities.  Pay:  $22.50/1 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5282  Ext  31  or  email: 
employment@madscience.on.ca 

RESEARCH  VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

Healthy  male  research  volunteers,  on  no 
medications,  needed  for  a  research  study 
at  the  Toronto  General  Hospital.  This  study 
will  require  two  screen  visits  (approxi- 
mately 30  minutes)  and  three  study  visits 
which  will  be  30  hours  each.  Each  30  hour 
visit  will  require  two  intravenous  lines. 
Age  over  20  years  and  overweight.  Vol- 
unteers will  be  reimbursed  $600.00  upon 
completion  of  the  study  if  interested  call 
the  research  coordinator  at  416-340-4800 
ext.  8886, 

RECEPTIONIST  FOR  BUSY  DENTAL 
OFFICE 

Near  downtown  campus.  Portuguese 
speaking  an  asset.  Sat  9-3.  Tuesday  & 
Thursday  evenings  5-8. 416-531-5111. 


ODATION 


THREE  BEDROOM  APARTMENT 

With  spacious  kitchen  and  bathroom  on 
Euclid  Avenue  just  North  of  Bloor  St.W., 
five  minutes  walk  to  two  subway  stations. 
Very  quiet  atmosphere,  no  smokers  and 
no  pets,  it  can  be  shared.  For  information 
call  416-535-4295. 


AVON  CANADA 

Purchase  top  quality  beauty  products  from 
a  worldwide  leader  Fast  campus  delivery. 
Also,  became  a  sales  representative  and 
achieve  your  dreams.  Call  today!  416-763- 
8537. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

ENGLISH/ESSAY  HELP! 

Flexible  hours.  Reasonable  rates.  Certi- 
fied teacher.  Near  U  of  T.  416-568-1646. 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and  dis- 
sertations, from  style  to  format.  APA 
style  a  speciality.  Mary  Anne  Carswell, 
MA,  MEd,  mcarswell@svmpatico.ca  , 
416-303-3106. 


VARSITY 


4l6-84i3-7604 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 
the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 

DEADLINES:  For  l^onday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-l\nonday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6.  Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


f  2.5  MILLION  TO  CIVE 
AWAY...WANT  fOME?! 

We'//  show  you  t/ie  way! 


As  one  of  the  largest  campus  student  employers,  the  Faculty  of 
Physical  Education  and  Health  is  interested  in  sharing  some  of 
this  money  with  you. 

Visit  us  online  at  www.ac-fpeh.com/leadership  to  view  the 

hundreds  of  casual  positions,  including  Work  Study,  that  are 
available  to  all  U  of  T  students. 

You  can  apply  early  online  or  visit  us  at  our  Get  Involved 
Fair  for  jobs  and  volunteering  on  Wednesday.  September  1 3th, 
2006,  from  1 1  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  in  the  Main  Foyer  of  the  Athletic 
Centre,  55  Harbord  at  Spadina. 

For  additional  information,  please  call  the  Centre  for 
Leadership  Training  and  Education  at  4 1 6-946-5 1 27. 


VARSITY  BLUES  ROWING 


Come  be  ap^rrlt  bf 


Come  to  one  of  oor  infoxmatioQ  sessions  at  the  V  of  T  Athletic  Ceatre,  55  Harbord  Stiver  Spadina^  room  307; 
Thui-sday,  September  7tb,  2006  @  6pm,  and  Tuesday,  September  12tb,  2005  @  6pm 

For  move  information,  pkase  visit  onr  nebsite  at:  http://rowing.Sa.Utoronto.Ca 
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VARSITY  COMICS 


editor@thevarsity.ca 


DOWNTOWN  TORONTO  By  Jason  Kieffer 


THE  GREATEST  COMIC  STRIP  IN  THE  WORLD  By  Daniel  Kael 
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YOUR  COMIC  HERE 


Talk  for  hours  with  hot  exchange  students. 

Get  unlimited  local  calling  for  the  entire  school  year 


Samsung  A840 
Camera  phone 


$0- 

3  year  contract 


LG8100 
Music/TV/Camera/ 
Video  phone 

$49.99* 

3  year  contract 


Student  Only 

$40, 


vmonth^ 

■  Unlimited  incoming  calls 

■  Unlimited  night  and  weekend  calling 

■  Lots  of  anytime  and  Canadian  long  distance  minutes* 

■  Lots  of  SPARK  features  including  messaging"  and  Web" 

PLUS,  get  UNLIMITED  local  calling  for  up  to  8  months'* 


^^TELUS 


the  future  is  friendly* 


For  more  details  on  this  great  offer,  visit  your  TELUS  store,  authorized  dealer,  retailer,  telus.com/student  or  call  1  -866-264-2966 

ioShack. 


!5f3LJ 

TELUS  STORES  &  AUTHORIZED  DEALERS 
Toronto  -  University  of  Toronto 

Tofonto  Eaton  Centre 
(416)  205-9489 

Offer  available  until  September  30. 2006  Phone  availability  and  prices  may  vary.  •Effective  net  price  based  on  a  3  year  contract  after  in-stote  discount  or  invoice  credit  on  your  future  TELUS  monthly  bill  tTaxes.  long  distance,  additional  airtime.  roaming,  pay-per-use 
charoes  monthly  system  access  fee  and  monthly  enhanced  911  service  access  charges  ate  extra,  tUpto  100  anytime  and  100  long  distance  minutes  within  Canada.  "Up  to  100  text,  picture  or  video  messages  Premium  messaging  not  included-  ttOn  sites  listed  on 
the  MUS  portal  not  iwluding  selected  premium  sites.  ttStudents  who  sign  up  with  their  Student  ID  until  September  30. 2006  on  a  1, 2  or  3  year  contract  will  receive  1. 2  or  8  months  respectively  of  unlimited  local  calling,  ©  2006  TEIUS 


Bungee  Wireless 
464  Danfonti  Ave. 
(416)465-7550 


CellCity  Communications 
Toronto  Eaton  Centre 
(416)341-8822 


Cellular  Systems 
25  Davenport  Rd, 
(416)  923-9300 


TELUS  Store 

150  BloorSt.  West 

(416)925-3850 
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Of  course  you  do. 

Score  two  great  infield 
tickets  to  see  the  Jays 
play  the  Cleveland 
Indians  tomorrow — a 
$114  value! — by  simply 
answering  the  skill-testing 
question  below  and 
emailing  your  response  to 
events@thevarsitv.ca!  The 
eighth  correct  answer  we 
get  wins! 

Here's  the  question: 
4x(23-17)2  =  


Easy,  huh?  Yup — 
especially  for  someone  as 
smart  as  you.  But  hurry- 
email  us  your  answer 
TODAY  to  win! 
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Radical  group  source  of  SAC  pro-life  tracts 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


A  brochure  that  a  U  of  T  pro-life  stu- 
dent club  tried  to  have  inserted  into 
SAC  frosh  itits  was  actually  promo- 
tional material  provided  to  them  by 
an  anti-abortion  advocacy  organiza- 
tion. The  Varsity  has  learned. 

In  an  article  that  appeared  last 
week  in  The  Catholic  Register,  the 
University  of  Toronto  Students  for 
Life  (UTSFL)  alleged  that  the  Stu- 
dent Administrative  Council  (SAC) 
had  discriminated  against  it  by  not 
allowing  them  to  have  their  materi- 
als— a  pamphlet  produced  by  the 
group  and  a  brochure  with  "abor- 
tion facts" — inserted. 

In  an  interview,  UTSFL  president 
Kathrin  Matusiak  said  that  the 
group  delivered  6,500  copies  of  the 
materials  to  SAC  on  Friday,  Aug.  18, 
with  the  understanding  they  would 
be  placed  in  orientation  kits. 

"Come  Monday,  when  our  volun- 


teers arrived  to  help  stuff  the  kits, 
SAC  told  them  that  they  were  denied 
permission,  because  management 
had  told  them  they  were  not  allowed 
to  stuff  them,"  Matusiak  said. 

"At  best,  I  think  this  was  some  sort 
of  misunderstanding  between  senior 
representatives  and  junior  represen- 
tatives [at  SAC]  in  relaying  informa- 
tion between  them  and  us.  At  worst, 
1  hate  to  say  a  discriminatory  act, 
but  it  shows  that  there  was  a  lack  of 
any  type  of  official  meeting." 

A  faxed  copy  of  the  fact  brochure 
obtained  by  The  Varsity  contained 
a  hand-written  tear-away  sticker 
with  information  about  UTSFL  on 
one  side.  But  an  electronic  copy  of 
that  same  brochure,  subsequently 
obtained  from  UTSFL,  instead  had  a 
mailing  label  soliciting  donations  for 
Alliance  for  Life  Ontario,  a  Guelph- 
based  pro-life  advocacy  group,  in 
the  spot  where  the  UTSFL  sticker 
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U  of  T  reaches  out 


Mike  Ghenu  &  Amy  Smithers 

VARSITY  STAFF 


On  Saturday,  students  and  staff  were 
everywhere  downtown,  braving  the 
rain  to  solicit  donations  on  street  cor- 
ners, and  engaging  in  hands-on  work 
placements  at  social  work  agencies, 
as  two  big  community  service  events 
coincided  on  U  of  T's  St.  George  cam- 
pus. 

Toting  bags  and  data  sheets,  a 
group  of  30  international  students 
combed  Ward's  Island  Beach  for  near- 
ly three  hours.  They  were  taking  part 
in  Outreach  2006,  U  of  T's  first  yearly 
day  of  service  work — though  it  was 
more  like  a  half-day's  work. 

Three-hundred-odd  volunteers 
turned  out  at  back  campus  at  10  a.m. 


to  sign  in  before  being  dispatched 
to  their  respective  placements.  The 
group  of  international  students 
reached  the  island  at  11  a.m.,  and 
were  initially  met  with  confusion 
when  their  contact  person  did  not 
show  up. 

"Whoever  arranged  this  never 
touched  base  with  us,"  said  a  parks 
employee  the  group  approached  for 
help.  Eventually,  the  students  were 
bussed  to  the  proper  place  aboard 
a  chartered  TTC  bus,  arriving  there 
around  noon.  They  combed  through 
about  300  metres  of  shoreline,  re- 
trieving six  bags  of  bottles,  cans,  and 
cigarette  butts  by  2  p.m. 

Also  doing  their  bit  for  the  com- 
munity on  Saturday  were  the  frosh  of 
University  College  (UC).  Their  Shin- 
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Third-year  exchange  student  Lei  Zhang  gathers  garbage  at  Ward's  Island  Beach 


//DAMN  THE  TORPEDOES! 


Engineers  tenaciously  tug  at  their  racing  "bed"  while  New  College  students  hurl  water  balloons  at  Thursday's  bed  races. 


//ECHOES  OF  9/11 


In  shadow  of  the  towers,  hate? 


Among  experts,  still  no  consensus  whether  Islamophobia  is  a 
growing  threat  on  Canadian  campuses,  writes  BEN  SPURR 


Five  years  after  the  September  1 1  attacks  on  the 
United  States,  their  reverberations  are  still  felt 
across  the  globe,  particularly  among  world's 
Muslim  communities.  But  the  way  the  events  of  that 
day  have  affected  Muslims  at  U  of  T  is  still  a  matter 
of  simmering  debate. 
"Since  9/11  Muslim  students  have  felt  isolated  and 
in  many  different  ways  threatened  while  on  cam- 
pus," said  Jesse  Greener,  head  of  the  Canadian  Fed- 
eration of  Students  (CFS).  "That's  a  real  problem." 

"The  reports  [the  CFS  has  received  from  Muslim 
students]  range  from  basic  needs,  which  include  a 
lack  of  halal  food,  lack  of  prayer  space... and  also 
things  like  having  exams  scheduled  during  impor- 
tant religious  moments  for  the  Muslim  community," 
said  Kelly  I-lolloway,  also  with  the  CFS. 
"People  are  getting  negative  looks  on  campus, 
professors  are  saying  things  about  Islam  that  are 
propagating  ignorance."  Greener  adds  that  even 
the  student-loan  system  could  be  seen  as  discrimi- 
natory, because  some  branches  of  Islam  consider 
interest  rates  immoral. 

But  Hajera  Khaja,  communications  director  for 
U  of  T's  Muslim  Students  Assocation  (MSA),  is  not 
overly  concerned  about  Islamophobia  on  campus. 
"I'm  not  saying  that  Islamophobic  incidents  don't 
take  place  at  all,"  she  said.  "Obviously  things  do 


happen,  and  some  of  the  things  that  happen  are  of 
grave  concern.  But  those  are  isolated  incidents.  In 
general  I  think  that  if  you  were  to  speak  to  Muslims 
on  campus  they  would  say  that  they  have  had  a 
very  positive  experience." 

Nouman  Ashraf,  U  of  T's  anti-racism  and  cultural 
diversity  officer,  says  he's  no  more  concerned  about 
Islamophobia  than  he  is  about  any  other  form  of 
discrimination  at  the  university.  "I'm  a  big  believer 
in  letting  communities  speak  about  their  lived  ex- 
perience," he  said,  "and  [Muslim  students]  are  not 
telling  me  they  have  a  problem." 

"I'm  not  saying  that  there  are  not  experiences  that 
are  less  than  savory  out  there.  But  what  I'm  hear- 
ing most  often  is  that  the  University  of  Toronto  is  a 
welcoming  place." 

Ashraf  said  that  the  university  administration 
works  closely  with  Muslim  student  groups  to  en- 
sure their  needs  are  met.  The  MSA  is  involved  in 
everything  from  staging  social  and  religious  events, 
to  publishing  a  Muslim  newspaper,  to  convincing 
campus  cafeterias  to  offer  halal  meals  on  their 
menus,  and  coordinates  a  variety  of  Muslim-orient- 
ed activities  all  geared  towards  making  the  Muslim 
student  experience  as  successful  and  comfortable 
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Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  Speaker  Series 


The  Interpreter's  Maladies:  Culture,  Gender 
and  Race  in  16th  Century  Colonial  South  Africa 

An  exploration  of  how  to  interpret  multilingualism  and  language 
exchange  when  viewed  in  Ihe  context  of  the  colonial  encounter,  with 
a  focus  on  the  life  of  Krotoa.  the  first  Christian  interpreter  of  the 
Khoikhoi  in  J  6th  century  colonial  South  Africa. 

Ato  Quayson 

Professor  of  English  and  Director,  Centre  for  Diaspora 
and  Transnational  Studies,  University  of  Toronto 


Thursday,  September  2 1 , 2006  •  4:30  p.m. 
George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  15  Devonshire  Place 

Free  Admission  •  General  Seating  •  Call  416-946-7950  or 
visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca/ianguages  for  more  information. 


FACUUY 
<'/ARTS& 
SCIENCE 

UNlVhRSlIY 
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Presented  by  the  Facult>'  of  Arts  and  Science 
al  the  University  of  Toronto. 


Bid  to  boycott  Israel  gathering  pace? 


GUS  CONSTANTINOU 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


If  there's  one  debate  on  university 
campuses  the  world  over  that  hardly 
needs  any  more  encouragement,  it  is 
the  Israeli-Palestinian  conflict.  With 
a  summer  that  provided  increasing 
violence  in  Lebanon,  Israel  and  the  Oc- 
cupied Territories,  heated  debates  and 
discussion  await  students  as  the  new 
scholastic  year  approaches. 

Further  fueling  this  debate  has  been 
the  Canadian  Union  of  Public  Employ- 
ees's  (CUPE)  adoption  of  Resolution  50. 
Passed  unanimously  on  the  weekend 
of  May  26-27,  2006,  at  the  CUPE  annual 
convention,  Resolution  50  calls  for 
CUPE  participation  in  an  "international 
campaign  of  divestment,  boycott,  and 
sanctions  against  Israel  until  that  state 
recognizes  the  Palestinian  right  to  self- 
determination." 

The  reasons  for  CUPE's  adoption  of 
this  stance,  claims  the  union's  website, 
are  many.  They  center  on  the  Hague's 
ruling  that  the  so-called  "Israeli  apart- 
heid wall"  is  illegal,  as  well  as  solidarity 
and  support  for  the  "over  170  political 
parties,  unions,  and  other  organiza- 
tions, including  the  Palestinian  Gener- 
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al  Federation  of  Trade  Unions  in  their 
call  for  a  global  campaign  of  divest- 
ment, sanctions,  and  boycotts  against 
Israel  similar  to  those  imposed  against 
Apartheid  South  Africa."  CUPE  plans  to 
initiate  an  "education  campaign  about 
the  apartheid-like  practices  of  the  state 
of  Israel"  for  its  members. 

These  are  no  doubt  strong  words  and 
allegations  by  one  of  Canada's  leading 
union  groups.  They  also  have  drawn  in 
CUPE  Local  3902,  the  union  that  repre- 
sents short-term  instructional  staff  at 
U  of  T.  In  a  posting  on  the  Local  3902 
website,  the  Local  has  decided  to  not 
make  a  decision  on  the  document. 

It  instead  opted  to  allow  its  own 
members  to  debate  the  issue,  a  move 
that  external  officer  Judy  Pocock  said 
falls  within  the  locals'  democratic  ap- 
proach. 

"Decisions  of  the  Ontario  division  are 
not  binding  on  locals.  The  only  entity 
that  is  bound  by  this  resolution,  that 
has  a  responsibility  to  carry  it  out,  is 
the  executive  of  the  Ontario  commit- 
tee." 

Since  no  local,  but  rather  only  the 
Ontario  division,  is  bound  by  it,  the 
resolution  plays  more  a  symbolic 
gesture  than  anything  else.  Pocock 


seemed  to  agree. 

"There  is  an  obligation  on  the  Ontario 
division,  in  terms  of  doing  some  edu- 
cational work,  but  not  on  the  Locals." 
That  hasn't  made  the  reluctance  to  tak- 
ing a  position  on  the  Resolution  easier 
on  Local  3902. 

"We've  had  some  significant  discus- 
sions. At  this  point  it  is  still  our  posi- 
tion. It's  been  such  a  difficult  position 
for  our  members  that  we've,  at  this 
point,  decided  not  to  take  a  position. 
At  the  same  time,  we  think  it  doesn't 
mean  that  individual  members  or  the 
executive  can't  express  themselves. 
We  won't  bind  individuals  from  ex- 
pressing a  position." 

Len  Rudner,  director  of  community 
relations  for  the  Canadian  Jewish  Con- 
gress, agreed  on  the  symbolic  nature 
of  the  resolution  but  added  that  "it 
points  to  one  side,  says  you're  the  bad 
dogs  and  must  do  much  of  the  heavy 
lifting." 

He  said  the  resolution's  claim  that 
Israel  is  an  apartheid  state  was  a  "sick 
analogy;  an  insult  to  those  that  experi- 
enced apartheid,  that  demonizes  Isra- 
el." The  end  result,  said  Rudner,  was  a 
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as  possible. 

But  Holloway  pointed  to  a  handful 
of  high-profile  incidents  of  Islamo- 
phobia  over  the  past  few  years  which 
are  a  major  cause  for  concern  for  the 
CFS.  In  March,  a  Muslim  woman  was 
followed  into  a  washroom  at  Hart 
House  and  had  an  anti-Muslim  flyer 
shoved  into  her  chest,  and  in  2004 
anti-Islamic  hate  graffiti  was  found 
scrawled  on  the  walls  of  Ryerson's 
multi-faith  prayer  space. 

Also  this  spring,  an  engineering 
school  affiliated  with  the  University 
of  Quebec  had  to  be  ordered  by  the 
Quebec  Human  Rights  Commission 
to  provide  Muslim  students  with  a 
place  to  pray.  Similarly,  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Windsor,  Muslim  students 
have  been  performing  religious  ritu- 
als in  stairwells  because  there  is  no 
adequate  space  to  accommodate 
them. 

In  response  to  what  it  sees  as  Is- 
lamophobic  incidents  at  Canadian 
universities,  the  CFS  has  formed  a 
taskforce  to  coordinate  hearings 
across  Ontario  that  will  record  testi- 
mony from  those  who  feel  they  have 
been  affected. 

"The  purpose  is  to  document  the 
needs  of  Muslim  students... and  to 
document  (instances  of)  Islamopho- 
bia,"  said  Holloway,  who's  in  charge 
of  organizing  the  taskforce,  "and 
those  can  range  from  more  subtle 
forms  to  incidents  of  violence." 

The  first  hearings  will  be  held  at  U 
of  T  in  late  September,  and  the  CFS 
will  publish  a  report  on  its  findings 
on  March  21,  2007,  at  the  Internation- 
al Day  to  End  Racism. 

The  taskforce  will  be  the  second 
major  project  the  CFS  has  under- 
taken to  tackle  anti-Muslim  activities. 
Citing  "increased  instances  of  intol- 
erance" on  Canadian  campuses,  last 
year  the  student  federation  began 
distributing  information  and  buttons 
under  the  slogan  "No  Islamophobia, 
No  Anti-Semitism,  No  Racism."  That 
campaign  is  ongoing. 

Last  Friday,  another  frosh  week 
came  to  an  end  with  SAC's  annual 
outdoor  Club  Day  fair  As  hundreds 
of  new  students  milled  about  the 
grounds  in  front  of  Hart  House,  Mus- 
lim students  were  participating  in  an- 
other long-standing  U  of  T  tradition 
inside:  Friday  prayers  at  Hart  House. 

For  the  past  41  years,  Hart  House 
has  worked  with  the  MSA  to  reserve 
a  space  for  Muslim  students  to  come 
and  pray  on  Friday  afternoons.  In  fact. 


U  of  T  has  four  locations  set  aside  for 
Muslim  religious  observances,  one 
at  the  International  Student  Cen- 
tre which  is  accessible  around  the 
clock. 

Aasim  Hasany,  who  was  laughing 
with  a  group  of  friends  outside  the 
prayer  space  on  Friday,  said  that  the 
only  Islamophobic  events  he  had  en- 
countered were  on  the  pages  of  cam- 
pus newspapers,  and  that  neither  he 
nor  anyone  he  personally  knew  had 
been  directly  affected  by  Islamopho- 
bia. He  characterized  being  a  Muslim 
student  at  U  of  T  as  "a  positive  expe- 
rience." 

The  MSA's  Kaja  said  that  while 
things  have  changed  for  Muslim  com- 
munities in  the  past  five  years,  that 
isn't  necessarily  a  negative  thing.  In- 
stead of  a  rise  in  Islamophobia  Khaja 
described  a  rise  in  curiosity  about 
Muslim  communities  in  general,  in 
the  wake  of  the  9/11  attacks.  Events 
overseas  have  led  many  Westerners 
to  want  to  learn  more  about  Islam, 
and  have  given  groups  like  the  MSA  a 
valuable  opportunity  to  engage  with 
other  Canadians. 

"I  would  argue  that  there  isn't  a 
growing  wave  of  Islamophobia  on 
campus,"  she  said.  "I  think  there 
is  a  growing  consciousness  [about 
Islam]  just  because  of  all  the  world 
events  that  have  been  happening." 

Like  Khaja,  Ashraf  sees  the  global 
attention  being  paid  to  Muslim  com- 
munities as  an  opportunity  to  engage 
and  educate. 
"There's  no  question  in  anyone's 
mind  that  the  events  of  September  11 
have  cast  a  light  on  the  experience 
of  Muslim  communities.  There's  in- 
tellectual curiosity  but  there's  also  a 
genuine  want  to  figure  out  the  com- 
munity in  the  black  box." 

Increasing  Western  concern  with 
Islam  might  also  account  for  any 
apparent  rise  in  Islamophobia,  not 
because  more  Muslims  are  under 
attack,  but  because  people  are  tak- 
ing instances  of  Islamophobia  more 
seriously. 

Despite  stepping  up  its  efforts  to 
combat  Islamophobia  in  recent  years, 
even  the  CFS  is  reluctant  to  say  that 
anti-Muslim  sentiment  at  Canadian 
universities  has  risen  since  the  9/11 
attacks. 

"It's  difficult  to  tell  if  there's  more 
incidents  of  Islamophobia  or  if  its 
just  being  reported  more  frequently," 
said  Holloway.  "Hopefully  [once]  we 
have  depositions  taking  place  across 
Canada,  we  can  get  an  idea  of  the 
breadth  and  scope  of  the  issue." 
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would  have  been. 

Matusiak  explained  that  UTSFL 
had  received  the  pamphlets  from 
the  organization,  whose  website 
also  appeared  on  the  other  side  of 
the  brochure.  Asked  if  UTSFL  had 
paid  Alliance  for  Life  Ontario  for  the 
materials,  Matusiak  replied  that  "we 
paid  for  them  in  the  sense  that  it's 
a  suggested  donation."  And  she  did 
not  see  the  fact  that  UTSFL  wanted 
to  distribute  the  pamphlet  as  an 
endorsement  of  the  organization's 
message.  "That's  just  because  that's 
where  the  facts  are  from,  so  if  they 
need  a  source,  that's  where  it's 
from,"  she  said. 

Reached  by  e-mail  on  Sunday,  SAC 
general  manager  Rick  Telfer  said 
that  "junior  contract  staff  of  SAC 
mistakenly  gave  the  club  pre-autho- 
rization.  When  management  learned 
of  the  mistake,  we  were  away  and 
unable  to  review  the  material.  By  the 
time  we  returned  to  the  office,  it  was 
too  late." 

Asked  whether  SAC  had  any  rules 
in  place  as  to  the  source  of  frosh  kit 
inserts,  Telfer  replied  no.  "We  do  not 
have  rules  on  paper.  Thus,  like  any 
situation  without  rules,  it  is  a  man- 
agement decision — to  be  made  in  ac- 
cordance with  SAC's  mandate." 
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"spurious  analogy,  that  brings  comfort 
to  those  who  have  already  made  up 
their  minds,  but  ultimately  sheds  no 
light  on  a  complex  issue." 

For  Nadia  Daar,  however,  who  is  the 
president  of  the  Arab  Students  Collec- 
tive at  U  of  T,  the  resolution  is  an  op- 
portunity. 

"CUPE  Ontario  passing  Resolution 
50  provides  a  new  starting  point  when 
working  on  campus,"  she  said.  "One 
thing  we're  hoping  students  can  do  is 
to  put  pressure  on  their  universities  to 
divest  from  Israel." 

To  this  end,  the  Coalition  Against  Is- 
raeli Apartheid  (of  which  the  ASC  is  a 
member)  will  be  holding  a  conference 
entitled  The  Struggle  Continues:  Boy- 
cotting Israeli  Apartheid,  in  October 

And  they  are  not  alone  in  the  inter- 
national campaign  calling  for  boycotts, 
divestments,  and  sanctions  against  a 
state  many  deem  similar  to  apartheid 
South  Africa.  The  Congress  of  South 
African  Trade  Unions  and  the  South 
African  Council  of  Churches  both  sup- 
port Resolution  50,  as  does  the  Nation- 
al Association  of  Teachers  in  Higher 
and  Further  Education,  Britain's  larg- 
est college  teachers  union,  the  Green 
Party  in  the  US,  and  have  church  orga- 
nizations including  the  United  Church 
of  Canada. 
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LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 
Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
Simulated  Practice  Exams 
'  Free  Repeat  Policy 
Personal  Tutoring  Available 
Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


//FROSH  WEEK  IN  REVIEW 


//  Editor's  pick:  Engineering  Frosh  week 


You've  got  to  hand  It  to  the  engineers.  Not  only  did  most  of  their  best  events 
involve  water  their  orientation  leaders  also  had  the  best  designed  website. 
And  the  fact  that  their  classes  began  last  Thursday,  that  didn't  stop  them 
from  demolishing  fourty  beers  at  the  weekend  over  at  Hart  House  Farm.  It 
may  be  time  for  the  Skulemen  and  -women  to  sober  up,  though — their  first 
quizzes  are  next  week. 
-MIKE  GHENU,  NEWS  EDITOR 


Metric's  Emily  Haines  struts  her  stuff  at  SAC's  frosh  concert  at  back  campus  Friday 


//  DEP'T  OF  CONGRATULATIONf 


Congratulations  to  Mark  McGugan,  the  winner  of  last  week's  Blue 
Jays  ticket  giveaway!  He  was  front  and  centre  when  the  Jays  beat  the 
Indians  last  week.  Way  to  go,  Mark! 

It  pays  to  read  The  Varsity,  so  keep  reading  to  stay  informed  of  new 
contests.  Check  us  out  in  print  and  online  at  www.thevarsity.ca! 


On  Tuesday,  the 
engineers  tested 
the  waters  at 
Nathan  Phillips 
Square  (top).  At 
the  weekend,  they 
took  to  the  so- 
called  "Paralysis 
Rope"  at  the 
(comparatively 
cleaner)  Hart 
House  Farm  pond 
(riglit). 
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Canada  Computers 

www.canadacomputers.com 


Repair  &  Upgrade 

Samsung  ML-1610 
B/W  Laser  Printer  Js^jx 


Q30£SP 


eMachines  W3107*  w/  Acer  19" 
Wide-Screen  LCD 

AMD  Seinpron""  3100  >■ 
SS2M,8-SAM,100GeHDO 
Double  Layer  DVO±RW 
integrated  Video 
10/"!00tWbpsUI^ 
y^mdows  XP  Home 


Protect 
your 
.  Computer 

Symantec  Norton 
Antivirus  2006  for  only 


TrendNetTEW-432BRP 
54Mbps  Wireless 
Router  ^ 

Wt-Fi  Co.Tipiiafif 


Kingston  1GB 
Data  Traveler  U3  Smart 
High-Speed  USB 
Flash  Drive 


LGP1-5001A9  Core  Duo 


»FreeLG  1CB  Flash  Drivel 

'mei*  Core'"  nuoT2400  !-83(iH? 
512MB  RAM,  100GB  HDD 
DVO-RW;  802.1  la/bv'a  Siuetooth 
Windows  XP  Home 


Lenovo  3000  N 100(0768) 

inteC  Core  Duo  T2300E 
5 1 2M.3  SDRAM,  80G6  HDD 
DVD-RW,  802.na/'b/g 
Windows  XP  Home 
15.4"  LCD,  8!uetoou 
Fingerprint  Reader 


;  Add  a  Headset 
\  w/mic  for  Only 
\  $12.99 


$.87j9J99J 


u 


logltech  Cordless 
Optical  IVlouse  ^. 
Colour  Select 


f^lt8K>1350 

coiour 
you  want 


ftU  pilc^  ui  (>f!pct  frmti  SApUmbcf  11tlv20<Mlhr<Mi9h  Septmitwr  1  Tih,  3006 Only  f^-Hptk^Kv-f 
be«o  uoh/dtbn  ^«untta  ol^er  paymenu  ue  bMed  on  regular  ptKe.  We  we  no?  reuontlblv  tor 
Insotfwijf*-*' P*'««»iP'V*'^  cxoti  Pmo  *ihJ  ipw.:fe.*licia  wUi:  vub)fct  lo  Ouins^  *eitHo\A  ttoVi.v. 


Tofomo.ONMrr  !SC- 
4t6.936.0t07 


Tues,,  Sept.  12th:     lOa.m.  yp.iii.  1  Early 

Admission:  $2.00  (free  with  student  card)     j  gjj'(j 

Wed,,  Sept.  13th:  10a.m.-7p.m. 

Thurs.,  Sept.  14th:   10a.m.-7p.m,     I  FREE 

Fri.,  Sept.  15th:       lOa.m.-Tp.m.     f  ADMISSION 

SaW-Sept.' 16thv     '10a.m.-5p.n^  J  — 

for  more  information,  call  416  978-5301 

Great  Selection  •  Low  Prices 


Oxford  Seminars 

www.oi(forclseiiiinars,coiit 
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Free  Toolbox! 


Present  this  coupon  for 
a  free  toolbox,  while 
supplies  last. 

No  purchase  necessary. 


(3ifiSiEJ(2feS3 


SketcKlijOard  Squares 

jUi  Unq.at  $9.9!9> 


J9< 

Jfmit  of  6 


$169.99 


8!5;x,1i1S£HCS851|l 


$4.99 

Limit  of  6 


STOREWIDE 
Back  to  School  Sale 

Monday  August  28th  -  Saturday  September  30th 

Hours:  Monday-Friday  8:30am-7:30pm  Saturday  1 0;00am-6:00pm  Sunday  12KK)pm-5:OOpm 
Win  Your  Purchase  -  Every  day  one  lucky  Aboveground  customer  will  see  red  stars  on  their 
receipt  and  win  that  purchase!* 

Student  Discount  -  Just  present  a  valid  Student  ID  card  and  SAVE  1 0%  on  top  of  our  already 
discounted  prices!* 

Located  right  next  door  to  OCAD  74  McCaul  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5T  3K2 
Phone  416.591.1601  Toll  Free  1.800.591.1615  www.abovegroundartsupplies.com 


'inslofe  shopping  only.  AM  specials  are  jivailabie 
on  a  first  come  first  served  basis  while  supplies  lasi. 
Aboveground  reserves  the  right  to  limit  quantities. 


Aboveground 

^  Art  Supplies 


Attention  All  SAC  Members. 


The  Student's  Ad  m  in  strati  ve  Council  -  your  students' 
union  -  is  holding  a  byelection  to  fill  vacancies  on 
the  Board  of  Directors  in  the  following  constituenices. 

Ontario  Institute  for  Studies  in  Education 
Toronto  Sciiooi  of  Theology 
Transitional  Year  Program 
University  College 

Nomination  Period 

Sept.  18th  at  12  noon  to  Sept.  22nd  at  5  pm 
Second  Nomination  Period 

Sept.  25th  at  12  noon  to  Sept.  29th  at  5  pm 
All  Candidates  Meeting 

Friday  September  29th  at  5pm 
Campaign  Period 

Oct.  2nd  at  12  noon  to  Oct.  13  at  5pm 
Voting  Period 

Oct.  1 1th  at  12  noon  to  Oct.  13  at  5pm 

To  become  a  candidate,  members  of  a  constituency 
can  pick  up  a  candidate  information  package  during 
the  nomination  period  in  the  SAC  office.  If  no 
candidates  are  nominated  for  a  specific  seat, 
nominations  for  these  seats  will  become  open  to  all 
full-time  undergraduates  during  the  second  nomination 
period.  Full  election  rules  are  available  from  SAC. 

For  further  information,  contact  Elections  Committee 
c/o  VP  University  Affairs,  vpua@sac.utoronto.ca 
12  Hart  House  Circle,  University  of  Toronto 
416-978-4911  x230 

Students'  Administrative  Council 


Armando  Rocha  of  the  Trenton  Flames  (left)  and  Bradley  Barriage  of  the  Toronto  Hawks 
(right)  in  action  at  a  Special  Olympics  soccer  tournament  organized  on  Saturday  on  St. 
George's  front  campus. 


'COMMUNITY'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

erama  event  was  raising  money  for 
the  Canadian  Cystic  Fibrosis  Founda- 
tion (CCFF). 

"Put  a  straw  into  your  mouth  and 
breathe  through  it,"  said  CCFF  spokes- 
person Jennifer  Zolis.  "That's  what 
it's  like  to  live  with  CF."  The  average 
person  living  with  CF  ingests  40  pills 
a  day,  which  include  enzymes  to  help 
the  body  digest  and  absorb  foods. 

The  average  life  expectancy  for  a 
CF  sufferer  is  only  37  years. 

After  a  speech  by  Zolis,  groups 
from  UC  headed  out  to  different  lo- 
cations around  the  city  to  collect 
donations.  The  Faculty  of  Music  also 
joined  in  the  effort  this  year,  playing 
selections  from  their  repertoire  to  at- 
tract the  public. 

As  for  other  fundraising  tactics  and 
techniques,  many  were  quite  original. 
Frosh  spun  plates,  juggled,  coined 
Shinerama  cheers,  and  performed 
choreographed  dances. 

One  tactic  was  a  car  wash  held  in 
the  CIUT  parking  lot  on  St.  George 
Street.  Yet  despite  their  best  inten- 
tions, the  current  construction  on  the 


road  stopped  many  cars  from  passing 
through,  so  that  only  two  cars  had 
been  washed  an  hour  into  the  after- 
noon. The  frosh,  however,  were  un- 
relenting, waving  a  "dirty  car  =  dirty 
conscience"  sign  at  the  traffic  on  Har- 
bord  and  Hoskin  Streets. 

Last  year  was  the  first  year  Univer- 
sity College  participated  in  Shinera- 
ma, which  initially  began  as  a  shoe- 
shining  fundraiser  in  1964. 

"We  thought,  if  other  smaller 
schools  can  be  raising  [hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars],  and  we  have 
so  many  more  students,  we  should 
be  doing  more,"  said  Shinerama  orga- 
nizer Lucas  Castellani. 

UC  frosh  executives  decided  to  add 
the  event  as  a  formal  part  of  frosh 
week  this  year,  and  they  set  their  goal 
at  $10,000.  University  College  Liter- 
ary and  Athletic  Society  president 
George  Mastoras  even  offered  to  have 
his  entire  body  waxed  if  they  made  it 
to  $12,000. 

While  they  did  not  quite  reach 
their  goal,  the  unofficial  estimate  of 
funds  raised  sits  at  $8,000,  double 
the  amount  raised  in  2005.  Mastoras's 
body  hair  is  safe  for  now. 


opirgx 


OPIRG  stands  for  the  Ontario 
Public  Interest  Research  Group. 

We  are  a  student-funded,  volunteer- 
based  organization  at  the  University 
of  Toronto  that  promotes  and 
engages  in  action,  education  and 
research  on  a  wide  range  of  social 
justice  and  environmental  issues. 
We  offer  the  opportunity  to  build  a 
wide  range  of  skills  while  working  for 
meaningful  social  change.  OPIRG 
Toronto  is  part  of  a  province-wide 
network  of  PIRGs  based  on  universi- 
ty and  college  campuses. 


OPIRG  Toronto  is  looking 
for  new  Board  members!! 

Being  on  the  Board  requires  approx- 
imately 4  hours  per  week.  You  will 
participate  in  financial  management, 
collective  decision-making,  organi- 
zational strategic  planning,  media 
relations  and  much  more.  Elections 
take  place  at  our  Special  Members 
Meeting  on  October  2,  2006,  6-8pm  : 
at  the  AMNI  Centre  246  Bloor 
Street  West,  Rm  1 00.  For  nomination  i 
packages  or  for  more  infomarion, 
please  contact  our  office  or  visit  our 
website. 


research. action. education. 


For   Fall   events  and 

programmi  ng 
;heck   out   our  uebsite 

wuu.opirguoft.org 


101  -  563  Spadlna  Ave., 
Toronto,  ON  -  M5S  2J7 
416.978.7770 
opirg.toronto(S)utoronto.ca 
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Traffic  on  St.  George  Street  a  mess  until  mid-November 


As  construction  work  on  St.  George  Street  enters 
its  final  phase,  crossing  the  street  to  get  into  Ro- 
barts  Library  may  prove  a  pain. 

The  road  surface  of  the  downtown  campus's 
main  artery  is  getting  a  make-over  between  Bloor 
Street  West  and  College  Street  and  the  city  is  tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  up-size  the 
.  water  pipes  underneath. 

The  project  has  been  split  into  three  parts. 
Work  on  the  first  two  parts  of  the  project,  the 
stretch  between  Harbord  and  College  Streets,  is 
largely  complete. 

In  the  coming  weeks,  the  stretch  between  Har- 


bord Street  and  Bloor  Street  West  will  be  dug  up. 
Workers  have  already  begun  digging  up  the  west 
side  of  St.  George  Street  north  of  Harbord  Street. 
Work  on  water  pipes  is  done  first,  and  does  not 
require  that  the  street  be  completely  shut  down. 

The  repaving  part  is  done  second,  and  does 
require  that  the  road  be  closed  off  to  cars.  This 
is  the  case  in  the  area  around  Sidney  Smith  and 
University  College,  where  workers  were  adding  he 
finishing  touches  to  road  tiles. 

This  will  mean  longer  walking  times  for  those 
going  to  and  from  Roberts  Library  from  the  east 
end  of  campus. 


Pedestrians,  meanwhile,  can  amble  unabated 
on  either  side  of  St.  George.  They  may  cross  the 
street  at  several  designated  crossing  points,  and 
construction  crews  have  set  up  ramps  to  help 
those  with  mobility  disabilities  negotiate  the 
crossings. 

The  repaving  of  St.  George  Street  will  take 
place  last,  along  its  whole  length.  The  city  proj- 
ects the  work  will  be  done  around  Nov.  17. 

Until  then  there'll  be  another  excuse  for  being 
late  for  a  class  across  campus — or  for  a  Robarts' 
study  date. 
-MIKEGHENU 

St.  George  Street 
construction  411 


While  St.  George  Street  will  remain 
accessible  to  pedestrians  for  the 
duration  of  the  street  repairs,  cyclists 
find  Huron  Street  an  adequate 
substitute — and  no  cobblestones! 


Work  has  already  begun  on  the  stretch 
of  road  between  Harbord  Street  and 
Bloor  Street  West. 

The  upgrading  of  water  mains  is 
done  first;  this  work  only  requires  a 
partial  closure  of  the  roadway. 

On  Friday,  Sept.  8,  construction 
workers  had  already  constricted  the 
traffic  flow  to  one  southbound  lane 
only  during  daytime  hours. 

The  food  trucks  outside  Robarts  are 
gone — for  now. 


WHAT  IT  TAKES  TO  BE  GREAT:  Fancy 
cobblestones,  of  course. 

The  project  to  bring  the  University 
College  pathway  to  Ivy  League 
standards  is  just  wrapping  up. 

The  southernmost  end  of  the  path 
was  still  closed  off  at  press  time. 


There  are  still  abround  two  weeks  of 
work  left  on  the  portion  of  St.  George 
Street  that  is  between  Harbord  and 
College  Streets,  according  to  a  city 
inspector  who  spoke  to  The  Varsity  on 
background. 

The  highlighted  portion  of  the  road 
is  still  closed  to  car  traffic,  while 
repaving  takes  place. 


This  southern  stretch  of  St.  George 
Street  has  not  yet  been  repaved. 

Watch  out  for  the  steel  plates 
sticking  out  of  the  roadway  outside  the 
Galbraith  Building — if  you're  driving 
souped-up  Honda  Civic,  that  is. 


Residents  of  U  of  T's  southern  student 
ghetto,  on  Beverley  Street  may  also  face 
delays,  if  on  bike.  Construction  pylons 
littered  the  street  this  weekend. 

V  J 


:»  ,     T     r  1  I,  2006 
I    I  I  .m. 
I         '  rfl  Fleming 
Buildm^  10  King's 

K„„J  in  SFllOl 


6:30  -  9;00  p.m. 
Galbraith  Building, 
35  St.  George  Street 
in  GB202 

For  career  oDportunities. 

www.mckinsey.com/ 
careers 


McKinsey&Compaiw 


Teaching  Assistants'  Training  Program 
(TATP) 
Fall  Seminar  Series 

Online  Registration  Opens  September  5th! 
Sessions  start  on  September  15th,  2006 

Titles  include: 

First  Time  TA  (Humanities) 
First  Time  TA  (Social  Sciences) 
First  Time  TA  (Physical  and  Life  Sciences] 
First  TimeTA  (Engineering) 
Preparing  the  Teaching  Dossier 

Evaluating  Class  Participation  in  the  Humanities,  Arts  &  Social  Sciences 
Responding  to  Student  Papers  (Without  Killing  Yourself) 
Engaging  Students  in  Large  Classes 
Are  We  Having  Fun  Yet?:  Teaching  to  Different  Learning  Styles 
TA  Dilemmas  and  the  Ethics  of  Teaching 
Surviving  and  Enjoying  Lab  Teaching 
Teaching  First-Year  Students 
Microteaching  Sessions 

More  sessions  vi/ili  be  added  throughout  the  fall  term.  Check  website  for 
updates! 

All  sessions  are  open  to  University  of  Toronto  graduate  students. 
All  sessions  are  free. 

For  full  seminar  descriptions  and  to  register  after  September  5th,  please 
visit  our  website:  www.utoronto.ca/tatp 
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However  you  want  to  explore  your  roots,  Hillel  has  something  for  you; 


Social  Justice  &  Community 
Sen/ice 
Arts  and  Culture 
Israel  Affairs 


Jewish  Education 

Social  Events 
Outdoor  Adventure 
Shabbat  Dinners 


POR  PULL  PETAILS  PLEASE  VISIT 
HTTP,'>^WW/W/,HILLELT0R0/MT0.0R6/U0PT/U0PT.HT/ftL 
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SAC  aUBS  FAIR 
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of  Greater  Toronto 


[Federation 

^  Uve  generously 


Please  contact  41 6-91 3-2424  for  more  information  on  these  or  other  Hillel  Programs 


FACULTY  "/ARTS  &  SCIENCE 


UNIVERSITY  o/  TORONTO 


ARTS  AND  SCIENCE  STUDENTS:  HAVE  A  DIRECT 
IMPACT  ON  THE  QUALITY  OF  YOUR  EDUCATION 

Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  Student  Elections 

Under  the  new  constitution  of  the  Arts  and  Science  Council,  all  voting  members  are  to  be  elected. 
Student  representation  on  the  Council  and  its  committees  has  increased  and  the  following  positions 
are  available  for  2006-2007.  For  details  on  committee  descriptions  and  meeting  dates,  please  visit 
www.artsci.utoronto.ca/main/facultygovernance. 

•  Arts  and  Science  Council 

•  3  Full  Time  Humanities  students 

•  3  Full  Time  Science  students 

•  3  Full  Time  Social  Sciences  students 

•  3  Full  Time  First  Year  students 

•  2  Part  Time  students 

•  6  Graduate  students  (to  also  sit  on  the  Three  Campus  Graduate  Curriculum  Committee) 

•  Curriculum  Committees 

•  9  Humanities  students 

•  9  Sciences  students 

•  5  Social  Sciences  students 

•  Academic  Appeals  Board 

•  2  Students 

•  Committee  on  Standing 

•  2  Students 

•  Committee  on  Admissions 

•  2  students 

Nomination  forms  are  available  on-line  at  www.artsci.utoronto.ca/main/facultygovernance;  or  in  the 
Office  of  the  Faculty  Registrar,  Room  1006,  Sidney  Smith  Hall,  100  St.  George  Street. 

Nomination  forms  must  be  submitted  to  the  Office  of  the  Faculty  Registrar, 
Room  1006,  Sidney  Smith  Hall,  by  5:00  p.m.  on  Friday,  September  15,  2006. 

For  any  positions  not  filled  by  acclamation,  a  web-based  election  will  be  held  on  Wednes- 
day, September  27  and  Thursday,  September  28,  2006. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  Lanor  Mallon,  Manager,  Faculty  Governance  and  Curriculum  at 
lmallon@artsci.utoronto.ca. 
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Adobe  Creative  Suite 
2.0  Premium  ^  m'% 


$424' 


Adobe  Studio  8 

$34998 


.Adobe  Creative  Sutre : 

/flash'  d 

EieMaker 


Adobe  Design  Bundle     FileMaker  Pro  8.5 


^509 
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Microsoft  Office  2003 

5279" 


Avid  Xpress  PRO  HD 
$29500 


QuarkXPress  7.0 

$229«« 


MindManager  Pro  6 
$14998 


www.JourneyEd.ca 


AutoCad  2007 

$429« 


Endnote  X 
$11998 


Adobe  Acrobat  7.0  Pro 

$199'' 


FREE 

CUSSROOM  KIT! 

Educators: 

Request  a  free  Classroom  Kit 
containing  brochures  and 
posters  for  your  students. 

www.JourneyEd.ca.asp 
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VARSITY  COMMENT 


Man:  I  feel  like  a  womyn 


Skirting  the  tricky  edges  of  gender  politics 


Alexandra  Molotkow 


In  August,  the  Michigan  Womyn's 
Festival  (MWF)  relaxed  a  stringent 
"womyn-born-womyn  only"  door 
policy  and  admitted  two  transgen- 
dered  women.  The  women  had  come 
from  Camp  Trans,  a  gathering  held 
annually  outside  MWF  grounds  in 
protest  of  the  controversial  policy, 
which  restricts  admission  to  wom- 
en born  with  female  equipment. 

Shortly  afterwards,  Camp  Trans 
issued  a  press  release  stating  that 
the  MWF  had  rescinded  the  pol- 
icy, but  MWF  founder  Lisa  Vogel 
promptly  clarified  that  the  exisit- 
ing  admission  restrictions  were  still 
in  effect.  The  policy,  according  to 
Vogel,  was  designed  to  preserve  a 
"safe  space"  where  women  born  as 
such  could  exist  in  solidarity — and 
so  it  remains. 

If  you're  not  familiar  with  terms 
like  "womyn"  or  "trans,"  chances 
are  you're  wondering  what  the  big 


deal  is.  The  unfortunate  truth  is 
that  gender  politics  can  be  as  con- 
fusing as  gender  theory  itself. 

The  schism  between  biological 
sex  and  gender  (the  roles  and  at- 
tributes we  ascribe  to  sex)  spawns 
many  complications,  to  say  the 
least.  The  New  York  Times  recently 
published  an  article  on  the  trans 
backlash  within  lesbian  communi- 
ties, where  female-to-male  (FTM) 
transsexuals  are  at  times  accused 
of  gender  treason. 

While  transsexuals  (those  who've 
changed  or  want  to  change  their 
biological  sex)  and  transgendered 
people  (those  who  cross  genders, 
not  necessarily  through  surgical 
means)  fight  to  gain  social  and  po- 
litical ground,  their  ostensible  al- 
lies have  their  own — at  times  con- 
flicting— agendas  to  defend.  Each 
letter  in  "LGBTQ"  has  its  own  set  of 
opinions  about  whether  a  dude  is  a 
woman  is  a  woman  is  a  dude. 

Gender  bending  is  nothing  new; 


it  does  and  has  always  belonged 
to  most  if  not  all  cultures  in  some 
form  or  another.  However,  now  that 
those  at  the  sexual  margins  are 
reaching  new  levels  of  visibility  in 
the  Western  world,  trans  activism 
has  become  a  new  frontier. 

While  "drag  queen"  is  part  of  the 
popular  lexicon,  gender-inclusive 
pronouns  ("ze"  and  "hir")  haven't 
quite  caught  on  beyond  PC  keen- 
ers.  The  recent  film  Transamerica 
helped  to  raise  awareness  about 
sex-reassignment  surgeries,  but 
the  procedures  themselves  aren't 
always  covered  by  health  insurance 
plans  (they  were  delisted  in  Ontario 
by  the  Harris  government  in  1998). 

Of  course,  bigotry  runs  high 
where  matters  of  sexual  diversity 
are  concerned — the  murders  of 
Gwen  Araujo  and  Brandon  Teena, 
the  transgendered  victims  of  two 
hate  crimes  in  the  United  States, 
tragically  prove  this  point. 

In  an  informal  sense,  gender  roles 


have  long  been  under  fire  in  popular 
culture — and  we're  not  just  talking 
Barbies  vs.  Tonka  Trucks.  Take  "me- 
trosexuality,"  an  expression  we're 
all  sick  of  hearing.  It's  a  marketing 
ploy  which  affords  men  the  right  to 
primp  whilst  maintaining  a  fagade 
of  masculinity.  Many  men  buy  into 
this  because  metrosexuality  almost 
seems  hyper-masculine — a  matter 
of  "reclaiming"  female  pastimes  for 
specifically  "male"  purposes,  name- 
ly attracting  (presumably  female) 
bedmates. 

In  reality,  of  course,  men  and 
women  groom  themselves  for  the 
same  reasons — everyone  experi- 
ences self-doubt,  feels  good  when 
they  look  good,  and  likes  to  have  sex 
regardless  of  what  they're  packing. 
If  straight  men  can  be  tricked  into 
plucking  their  eyebrows  this  easily, 
then  surely  men  and  women  are  not 
as  different  as  we  had  assumed. 

Does  this  imply  that  gender  is 
a  blank  slate?  Many  people  feel 
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as  though  they've  been  born  the 
wrong  sex.  These  people,  labeled 
as  having  Gender  Identity  Disorder, 
are  certain  of  their  genders — it  just 
so  happens  that  these  genders "be- 
long" to  the  opposite  sex. 

But  even  this  answer  is  fairly 
black  and  white,  and  gender  can  be 
shades  of  grey.  Some  people  iden- 
tify themselves  as  both  man  and 
woman,  neither,  or  something  else 
altogether.  Here  pronoun  use  be- 
comes a  battleground,  and  toes  are 
constantly  being  stepped  on. 

We  have  a  natural  tendency  to  pi- 
geonhole, and  it's  difficult  to  stream- 
line a  reference  code  for  something 
as  potentially  complicated  and 
unpredictable  as  gender  identity. 
While  forging  a  gender-neutral  Uto- 
pia may  not  be  within  our  current 
capabilities,  promoting  social  and 
political  legitimacy  for  transsexu- 
als is.  Theorizing,  while  important, 
comes  second  to  improving  peo- 
ples' lives. 


//SUMMER  JOB  HORROR,  PARTI 


This  is  Wonderland? 


You'd  scream  too  if  beset  by  rowdy  kids  and  absentee  managers  all  summer. 


Christine  Yao 


There  were  countless  faces  in  the 
mob:  every  ethnicity  and  age,  an- 
gry and  shouting.  They  were  all 
pointed  in  my  general  direction 
and  only  held  back  by  propriety. 
Never  would  1  have  thought  that  my 


summer  job  would  have  so  much  in 
common  with  Kofi  Annan's. 
I  was  working  as  a  Guest  and  In- 
formation Services  Coordinator 
at  Canada's  Wonderland.  I  saw  the 
dark  side  of  your  summer  fun. 

After  the  initial  glow  of  the  new 
job,  1  experienced  the  ugly  side  of 


humanity.  People  have  a  strong 
sense  of  entitlement,  especially 
when  they've  paid  the  price  for 
admission  into  a  theme  park.  They 
want  their  happy  and  they  want  it 
now! 

It  is  easy  to  dehumanize  your 
customers  after  being  verbally 
abused  despite  your  best  attempts 
to  pacify  their  requests.  But  annoy- 
ances like  people  smoking  in  front 
of  the  "no  smoking"  signs  when  you 
tell  them  not  to,  or  holding  maps 
in  their  hands  and  asking  where 
the  maps  are,  eventually  dwindle 
into  insignificance.  There  are  other 
things  to  worry  about. 

I  can  only  hope  they  put  enough 
chlorine  into  the  water  park,  con- 
sidering the  tales  I've  heard.  Or  the 
many  parents  that  will  argue  that 
their  children  are  several  inches 
taller  than  their  actual  height. 
Why?  Apparently  so  their  kiddies 
can  go  onto  the  bigger  rides  where 
the  tots  might  be  bruised  or  hurled 
to  a  grisly  death. 

I  eventually  found  a  new  target 
for  my  contempt.  I  realized  custom- 
er service  is  designed  so  that  only 
the  biggest  complainers  reap  the 
greatest  benefits.  I  felt  trapped  by 


clumsy  policies  that  impeded  my 
efforts  to  actually  help  people  re- 
solve their  issues.  Meanwhile,  the 
majority  of  theme  park  staff  suffer 
from  their  youth  and  seasonal  sta- 
tus; they  are  poorly  trained  and 
poorly  managed. 

The  biggest  fiasco  occurs  when 
it  rains  at  the  park  and  the  angry 
crowd  comes  rolling  in,  deprived  of 
their  summer  fun.  I  was  fascinated 
by  this  study  in  mob  mentality.  As 
the  anger  builds,  previously  mild- 
mannered  individuals  transform 
into  the  Leviathan.  I  witnessed  the 
emergence  of  temporary  dema- 
gogues and  the  organization  of 
angry  chants  of  "We  want  to  see  a 
manager!" 

The  managers  cower  in  a  back 


room,  and  when  they  do  pop  out 
they  try  to  convince  the  hordes 
that  the  park  never  gives  out  rain 
refunds  and  never  will — until  they 
do,  of  course.  I'm  no  radical,  but  the 
sheer  incompetence  and  irrespon- 
sibility of  the  administration  al- 
most forced  me  to  become  an  anar- 
chist. Especially  when  they  messed 
around  with  my  paycheque. 

Fortunately,  later  that  summer  I 
found  another  job  at  a  downtown 
charity.  In  the  end,  I  did  gain  skills 
that  I  was  able  to  parley  into  better 
things — this  year,  I  was  a  summer 
student  with  the  Ministry  of  the 
Attorney  General.  The  nightmare 
faded  away  into  a  nice  addition  to 
my  resume.  But  sometimes,  I  can 
still  hear  the  mob... 


//QUOTABLE 


"You  know  that  if  you  die  as  an  unbeliever  in  battle 
against  the  Muslims  you're  going  straight  to  Hell  without 
passing  'Go. "'  (msn.com) 


A  message  to  U.S.  troops  from  the  latest  al-Qaeda  video,  quoting 
bin-Laden  translator  Adam  Yehiye  Gadahn  from  inside  bin-Laden's 
bright  red  hotel  atop  Random  Cave  Ave. 
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Stem  cells  on  the  brain 

The  ability  to  stimulate  brain  cell  growth 
may  soon  be  an  option  in  the  treatment 
of  a  variety  of  neurological  disorders. 
Recently,  Harvard  University  scientists 
have  discovered  two  key  compounds 
that  affect  the  growth  of  cells  in  the  brain, 
one  that  signals  cells  to  grow  and  one 
that  stops  growth.  The  two  compounds 
normally  play  a  role  in  inflammation  and 
are  also  regulators  of  proliferation  of  sev- 
eral different  cell  types.  LTB4,  the  growth 
compound,  causes  stem  cells  from  the 
brains  of  mouse  embryos  to  proliferate 
and  differentiate,  giving  rise  to  addition- 
al stem  cells  and  differentiated  neurons. 
When  the  mouse  cells  were  exposed  to 
LXA4.  the  compound  that  stops  growth, 
they  experienced  decreased  growth  and 
cell  death.  With  these  findings,  scientists 
hope  to  selectively  regulate  the  growth 
of  the  brain's  stem  cells  in  order  to  pro- 
vide therapeutic  approaches  to  illnesses 
such  as  Parkinson's  disease,  stroke,  mul- 
tiple sclerosis,  and  other  neurological 
disorders. 

Source:  FASEB  Journal 
— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 


Better  fat  than  starving 

.4t  the  10th  International  Congress  on 
Obesity  in  Sydney,  leading  researchers 
on  obesity  and  its  health  complications 
warned  that  there  are  more  overweight 
people  in  the  world  today  than  under- 
nourished. The  World  Health  Organiza- 
tion statistics  estimate  there  are  one 
billion  overweight  adults,  most  of  which 
reside  in  developed  countries,  while  800 
million  people  do  not  have  enough  to 
eat.  The  statistics  also  estimate  that  by 
2010,  the  developing  world  will  break 
the  developed  world's  staggering  stat 
of  obesity,  a  projection  these  research- 
ers announced  ominously.  "The  Obesity 
Epidemic,"  as  it  is  termed,  has  also  af- 
fected an  estimated  22  million  children 
worldwide.  Researchers  warn  that  the 
health  consequences  of  obesity,  like  dia- 
betes and  heart  disease,  will  immobilize 
hospitals  and  facilities  everywhere. 
Source:  A.P. 
— SANDY HUEN 

The  mind  of  a  criminal 

In  the  field  of  drug  abuse  research,  one 
Kansas  State  University  professor  stud- 
ies the  drug  methamphetamine,  or 
meth,  from  a  unique  perspective.  Using 
geography  and  geospatial  technology, 
the  study  used  seized  meth  labs  to  ana- 
lyze the  association  between  meth  lab 
distribution  and  the  meth  maker's  so- 
cio-economic and  geographic  position. 
Described  as  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
drugs  abused,  meth  is  made  relatively 
easily  at  home  with  over-the-counter 
medicines.  With  data  from  a  number 
of  seized  meth  labs  over  the  past  six 
years,  the  study  concluded  that  meth 
labs  weren't  set  up  randomly  over  geo- 
graphical space.  Three  zones  in  Kansas 
were  revealed  to  be  fertile  ground  for 
meth  lab  establishments,  specifically 
those  with  low  housing  values  and  high 
unemployment  rates.  Poverty  and  drug 
abuse  found  to  be  linked.  Who  would 
have  guessed?  As  the  next  phase  of  the 
study,  the  investigators  plan  to  interview 
law-enforcement  officers  in  the  area. 
Perhaps  they  will  shed  some  new  light 
on  drug  abuse  in  North  America. 
Source:  Kansas  Stale  University 
— S.H. 


New  LEAPPs  in  medicine 


Jennifer  Bates 


A  natural  storyteller,  Kevin  Dekis 
floods  with  emotion  when  he  talks 
about  the  past  few  years  of  his  life. 
Life  has  been  hard  for  Dekis:  two  and 
a  half  years  ago,  complications  in 
surgery  for  colon  cancer  meant  the 
removal  of  his  small  intestine  and 
the  onset  of  short  bowel  syndrome,  a 
chronic  condition  requiring  constant 
medical  attention. 

"It's  changed  my  life,"  said  Dekis. 

As  terrible  as  his  experiences  have 
been,  Dekis"  condition  and  innate  abil- 
ity as  a  narrator  make  him  a  perfect 
candidate  for  a  pioneering  medical 
school  program  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  School  of  Medicine. 
The  LEAPP  program,  or  Longitudi- 
nal Experience  to  Appreciate  Patient 
Perspectives  is  Penn's  attempt  to  get 
students  to  "see  chronic  illness  from 
the  patient's  point  of  view,"'  according 
to  Carol  Phillips,  the  program"s  coor- 
dinator. 

The  LEAPP  program  pairs  patients 
with  chronic  illnesses  like  Kevin  De- 
kis with  med  students  entering  their 
first  year  at  Penn.  Two  students  are 
assigned  to  each  patient  from  whom 
they  are  expected  gain  insight  into 
coping  with  a  chronic  illness. 

"[The  students]  will  contact  the  pa- 
tient once  a  month  by  phone  or  e-mail 
and  they're  supposed  to  see  them  in 
person  at  least  once  a  semester,  or 
more,"  said  Phillips.  As  one  of  the 
patients,  Dekis  is  eager  to  impart  his 
experiences. 

"Anything  1  can  do  to  enlighten  any- 
body to  my  situation  or  help  anybody 
out,  I'd  be  more  than  happy  to  do," 
said  Dekis. 

Students  must  complete  assign- 
ments to  fulfill  the  requirements  of 
the  LEAPP  program.  First-year  stu- 
dents in  the  program's  launch  com- 


pleted four  assignments  where  top- 
ics ranged  from  the  effect  of  chronic 
illness  on  patients  to  difficulties  with 
the  health-care  system.  And  response 
to  the  program  from  its  students  has 
been  mostly  favourable. 

"It's  hard  to  teach  how  to  be  a  good 
person,  in  some  ways,  but  really  [dif- 
ficult] to.. .teach  the  doctor-patient 
relationship,"  said  Adam  Lessler,  a 
second-year  med  student.  "[The  pro- 
gram] at  least  gives  us  an  exposure 
to  that  so  we  start  thinking  about  it 
more  consciously." 

However,  the  program  is  not  free 
of  snags.  Finding  willing  patients  to 
participate  can  be  a  challenge.  That's 
where  Dr.  Paul  Lankin,  director  of 
the  LEAPP  program,  comes  in.  He 


approaches  different  doctors  in  the 
university  health  network  who  have 
a  good  practice  and  many  patients.  If 
the  doctors  want  to  be  involved,  they 
become  preceptors  who  not  only  sug- 
gest candidate  patients  but  also  me- 
diate the  interaction  between  patient 
and  student. 

"We  need  patients  who  like  to  talk 
and  that  like  to  share  what  they're 
going  through,"  said  Phillips.  Break- 
downs in  communication  also  mean 
students  are  not  always  notified 
when  a  patient  has  been  admitted  to 
the  hospital  for  a  prolonged  stay.  The 
notoriously  busy  second  year  at  Penn 
can  make  it  difficult  for  students  to 
keep  in  touch  with  their  patient. 

The  program,  despite  its  draw- 


backs, is  making  an  impact  in  the  way 
universities  teach  medicine.  In  fact, 
U  of  T's  med  school  may  soon  follow 
suit. 

"1  think  there's  definite  value  in  be- 
ing attached  to  a  patient  for  a  longer 
period  of  time,"  said  Dr.  Jay  Rosen- 
field,  the  vice-dean  for  undergraduate 
medical  education  at  U  of  T.  "It's  more 
challenging  in  the  undergraduate  pro- 
gram [to  implement]  but  it's  definitely 
something  I  think  is  valuable." 

U  of  T  is  considering  changing  its 
program  to  incorporate  the  recom- 
mendations of  a  task  force  that  sug- 
gests students  should  have  a  more 
long-term  experience  with  a  family 
doctor  in  the  first  two  years  of  the 
program. 


//TOP  OF  THEIR  CLASS 


From  earth  to  air  in  an  ice  age 


Sandy  Huen 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 


Scientists  for  years  have  warned 
that  climate  change  will  destroy  the 
natural  world,  but  many  have  been 
hard-pressed  to  prove  it.  Today,  a 
30-year-oId  theory  begins  to  shed 
light  on  climate  change  by  looking 
at  the  past  ice  age  and  its  effect  on 
the  earth. 

The  theory  was  developed  by 
Professor  Dick  Peltier  of  the  depart- 
ment of  planetary  physics  at  U  of  T, 
who  has  charted  the  way  the  earth 
moves  for  most  of  his  life.  He  is  this 
year's  recipient  of  the  Miroslaw  Ro- 
manowski  Medal  given  by  the  Royal 
Society  of  Canada  for  his  work  in  ad- 
vancing climate  change  research. 

"On  very,  very  long  time  scales, 
solid  earth  behaves  like  silly  putty," 
he  explained.  "If  you  keep  pushing 
it,  it  flows  like  liquid." 

The  effect,  which  forms  the  basis 
of  Peltier's  research,  is  termed  the 
earth's  viscosity  and  is  best  ob- 
served by  studying  the  response 
of  the  planet  to  ice  ages.  The  last 
glaciation  had  covered  Canada  with 
a  2  km-thick  sheet  of  ice  that  has 
weighed  the  earth  down  such  that 
continents  are  still  responding  to- 


day. Like  a  spring,  sea  level  in  plac- 
es like  Hudson  Bay  has  been  falling 
because  the  earth  underneath  is 
rising  from  the  alleviated  weight  of 
deglaciation.  These  measurements 
allow  Peltier  to  observe  the  earth's 
viscosity  and  patterns  of  continen- 
tal drift  in  the  past  21,  000  years. 

"The  work  I  have 
done  enables  you 
to  pick  the  ice  age 
effect  on  sea  level 
and  the  modern 
global  warming 
effect  apart." 


"This  is  right  at  the  heart  of  all  the 
debates  which  are  going  on  about 
climate  change,"  Peltier  said. 

Sea  level  changes,  the  earth's 
movement,  and  the  fluid-convec- 
tion system  of  the  atmosphere  are 
all  closely  related  phenomena  that 
form  Peltier's  greater  theory  on 


climate  change.  Significant  fluc- 
tuations in  the  system  of  climate 
and  continent  interactions  have 
prompted  the  theory  into  a  simula- 
tion model  of  climate  for  the  entire 
world. 

"There's  an  ancient  ice  age  effect 
[on  sea  level]  and  then  a  modern 
global  warming  effect  associated 
with  greenhouse  gases  in  the  atmo- 
sphere," Peltier  said.  "The  work  I 
have  done  enables  you  to  pick  those 
two  parts  apart." 

The  global  climate  model  simula- 
tion accurately  predicts  sea  level 
at  any  given  point  in  the  world  as  a 
consequence  of  the  last  deglaciation 
event  and  earth's  memory  of  it. 

"This  is  very  important  in  un- 
derstanding the  additional  effect 
on  sea  level  that's  associated  with 
greenhouse  gas-induced  global 
warming,"  Peltier  said.  First-hand 
measurements  made  by  a  tide  gauge 
at  any  coastline  in  the  world  can  be 
compared  to  Peltier's  predictions, 
meaning  more  accurate  conclusions 
about  global  warming  can  be  made. 

By  identifying  the  cause  of  atmo- 
spheric anomalies,  be  it  deglacia- 
tion or  human  civilization,  Peltier's 
research  lays  the  groundwork  for 
targeting  causes  and  stabilizing 


Dick  Peltier,  among  the  seven  U  of  T 
faculty  members  awarded  by  the  Royal 
Society  of  Canada  for  research  in  the 
sciences,  is  the  first  of  this  year's  series 
of  professor  profiles. 

our  changing  climate.  His  simula- 
tion model,  used  internationally  by 
researchers,  is  an  important  tool 
in  understanding  today's  changing 
world. 
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Our  film  critic  RADHEYAN  SIMONPILLAI 
dives  head  first  into  all  facets  of  the 
Toronto  International  Film  Festival 


Actress  Reese  Witherspoon  grants  a  red-carpet  interview 


days,  18  programmes,  352  films, 
and  over  500  international 
guests,  all  packed  into  one  beau- 
tiful and  diverse  city.  While  the 


Toronto  International  Film  Festival  is  now 
in  its  31st  year,  navigating  this  burgeoning 
screen  scene  requires  nerves  of  steel  and  a 
veritable  battle  plan.  Between  all  the  soid-out 
premieres  and  star-studded  galas,  how  is  the 
average  moviegoer  to  approach  this  colossal 
cultural  tastemaker? 

Plan  A  "Get  the  Jump":  Last  year  s  TIFF 
featured  early  screenings  of  Crash,  Brokeback 
Mountain,  Capote,  and  Walk  the  Line — in  fact, 
all  with  the  exception  of  Brokeback  had  their 
world  premieres  right  here  in  Toronto.  In  case 
you've  been  living  under  a  rock  for  that  last 
seven  months,  those  four  films  all  went  on  to 
receive  top  honours  at  the  Oscars  and  Golden 
Globes.  So  it's  easy  to  see  why  certain  Holly- 
wood buzz-films  become  high-value  targets 
for  film  scenesters  seeking  to  pre-empt  the 
hype  and  secure  some  Oscar-night  bragging 
rights. 

This  year's  festival  also  boasts  a  number  of 
films  that  seem  to  be  contending  for  a  gold 
statuette.  There's  no  doubt  that  people  will  be 
lined  up  to  see  the  world  premiere  of  All  the 
King's  Men,  a  stirring  political  drama  starring 
A-Listers  Sean  Penn,  Jude  Law,  Kate  Win- 
slet,  and  James  Gandolfini,  and  critics  are 
already  hailing  director  Todd  Field's  latest 
suburban  drama,  Little  Children  as  a  serious 
awards-show  threat,  while  director  Anthony 
Mingheila  (who's  got  a  hardcore  Oscar  itch) 
hopes  for  a  similar  reaction  to  his  new  film. 
Breaking  and  Entering.  Hey,  life  is  sweet  when 
you  get  to  say  you  saw  it  first. 

Plan  B  "Buried  Treasure":  This  approach 

is  to  catch  the  most  obscure  foreign  and  indie 
flicks  screening  at  TIFF  with  the  sound  reason- 
ing that  each  year  some  obscure  cinematic 
genius  quietly  slips  through  the  cracks  never 
to  see  the  inside  of  a  Toronto  theatre  again. 
This  option  offers  wide  selection  and  viewing 
flexibility,  since  two  third's  of  the  festival  pro- 
gramming is  made  up  of  these  films.  Plus,  you 
just  might  catch  the  big  sleeper  hit  of  2007. 


Plan  C  "Red  Carpet  Fever":  what?  There 

are,  like,  movies  in  this  film  festival?  This  ap- 
proach is  for  all  the  wannabe  paparazzi  who 
say  "whatever"  to  all  that  arty  film  nonsense, 
and  just  want  to  stalk  celebrities  and  party 
hard  in  ritzy  clubs.  In  that  sense  this  year's 
festival  is  a  blockbuster,  starring  the  likes  of 
Sacha  Baron  Cohen,  Tom  Hanks,  Jennifer 
Lopez,  The  Flaming  Lips,  Russell  Crowe, 
Michael  Moore,  and  Brad  Pitt.  Who  needs 
movies  when  the  pages  of  Hello!  are  walking 
down  our  streets? 

Hot  stakeout  spots  include  the  Four  Seasons 
and  the  Sutton  Place  hotels,  pretty  much  all 
of  Yorkville,  and,  of  course,  those  famous  red 
carpets. 

We've  found  that  the  best  approach  to  a  well- 
rounded  festival  experience  is  to  plan  ahead 
and  try  to  experience  a  little  of  each,  just  like 
we  have  here. 

Exclusive  interview: 
Cillian  Murphy 

Irish  Actor  Cillian  Murphy  (Batman  Begins, 
28  Days  Later,  Breakfast  on  Pluto')  sat  down  to 
chat  with  The  Varsity  about  his  starring  role  in 
Ken  Loach's  IRA  drama,  The  Wind  that  Shakes 
the  Barley,  which  has  its  North  American  pre- 
miere at  this  year's  fest. 

Curled  up  on  a  couch  and  sporting  a  huge 
pair  of  shades — presumably  to  hide  a  massive 
hangover  from  a  party  the  night  before — he 
was  nevertheless  forthcoming  about  how  he 
approaches  subject  matter  that  hits  close  to 
home. 

The  Varsity:  What  would  you  like  foreign 
audiences,  who  might  not  be  so  familiar  with 
Irish  history,  to  take  away  from  this  film? 

Cillian  Murphy:  Well  I  think  the  film  works 
on  two  levels.  It's  a  political  film,  obviously, 
but  also  it's  a  human  story,  and  I  think  people 
anywhere  can  get  that  side  of  the  human  story. 
If  they  wish  to  go  further  and  exercise  their 
minds  a  little  more,  they  can  take  some  of  the 
political  meaning  from  it  and  maybe  apply  that 


to  the  world  around  them. 

V:  How  would  you  respond  to  critics  that  dis- 
miss the  film  as  a  one-sided  take  on  events? 

CM:  Well  1  would  like  to  see  them  point  out 
any  atrocity  in  the  film  that  didn't  actually  hap- 
pen. It's  all  fact.  It  all  happened.  The  black  and 
tans  (British  soldiers  deployed  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  Ireland)  carried  out  these  atrocities. 
And  none  of  them  are  saying  it  didn't  happen. 
Also,  we  made  a  film  about  a  group  of  young 
men.  That's  our  story.  The  story  isn't  about  a 
group  of  young  black  and  tans.  You  can't  tell 
a  film  from  every  angle.  You  have  to  choose  a 
number  of  protagonists  and  follow  their  story. 

V:  As  an  Irish  actor,  did  you  feel  a  responsibil- 
ity to  make  films  at  or  about  home? 

CM:  I  don't  feel  any  responsibility,  because  I 
don't  write  them  or  direct  them.  But  if  a  good 
script  comes  along,  like  for  example  Breakfast 
on  Pluto  two  years  ago,  and  then  this,  it's  more 
that  they  were  good  stories  than  that  they 
were  Irish  films. 

V:  In  this  film  there's  a  scene  where  your  char- 
acter, Damien,  a  doctor,  has  to  execute  a  young 
traitor,  can  you  describe  how  he  might  have 
justified  that? 

CM:  He's  a  doctor.  So  how  the  hell  do  you 
reconcile  being  a  doctor  and  taking  life  back? 
I  think  with  Damien,  he  feels  that  once  he  gets 
involved  with  this  cause,  that  he  has  to  see  it 
through  till  its  ultimate  conclusion.  All  demo- 
cratic means  have  been  closed  off  to  them. 
Their  Parliaments  were  banned.  Their  news- 
papers were  banned.  So  violence  was  the  only 
last  thing  they  could  resort  to.  It  became  a  war, 
and  in  a  war,  traitors  are  shot.  So  I  guess  that's 
probably  the  only  justification  I  can  think  of. 

Exclusive  Interview: 
Alejandro  Gonzalez  Ifiarritu 

Later  on,  we  caught  up  with  the  acclaimed  Mexi- 
can Director  Alejandro  Gonzalez  Ifiarritu  to  ask 


him  about  the  North  American  premiere  of  his 
latest  flick,  Babel,  which  stars  Brad  Pitt  and 
Cate  Blanchett.  Set  in  Morocco,  Babel  prom- 
ises to  complete  Ifiarritu's  "trilogy  of  death" 
which  includes  his  two  previous  films  Amores 
Perros  and  21  Grams.  Earlier  this  year  Babel 
was  nominated  for  the  Palme  d'Or,  the  top  prize 
awarded  at  the  Cannes  Film  Festival. 

The  Varsity:  Do  the  fractured  timelines 
of  your  films  portray  your  own  sense  of  the 
world? 

Alejandro  Gonzalez  Ifiarritu:  I  think 

first  of  all  it  portrays  how  the  world  happens. 
While  we  are  talking  now  there  are  things  that 
are  happening  that  will  affect  us.  It's  a  way  to 
observe  things  the  way  they  are,  to  take  advan- 
tage of  what  the  film  offers  you.  And  I  think  at 
the  same  time,  obviously  there  is  a  dramatic 
tension  that  you  can  create  by  putting  this  kind 
of  hook  around  things,  which  is  storytelling. 

V:  You're  trilogy  has  been  referred  to  as  a  "tril- 
ogy of  death",  and  I  didn't  really  buy  that.  I  was 
wondering  what  you  think  is  the  overriding 
theme  among  these  three  movies? 

AGI  :  Well  basically  the  main  thing  for  me.  and 
the  reason  1  call  them  a  trilogy,  is  because  the 
three  of  them  are  about  parents  and  children 
and  the  complex  relation  of  it,  the  pain  and  vul- 
nerability, and  fragility  we  feel  as  one  and  the 
other.  The  other  thing  is  that  all  of  them  are 
interconnected  by  one  event.  In  Amores  Per- 
ros there  are  just  three  stories  that  happen  to 
cross  in  one  single  moment.  In  21  Grams,  basi- 
cally there's  one  story  told  in  three  different 
points  of  view  and  the  stories  are  physically 
connected.  And  in  Babel  there  is  no  physical 
connection.  They  never  see  each  other.  It's  just 
an  emotional  connection.  That's  why  I  call  them 
a  trilogy.  But  I  think  it's  more  about  life  than 
death.  The  thing  is  in  Western  cultures  we  try 
to  avoid  death.  We  don't  want  to  see  it.  We  want 
to  dismiss  it.  That's  why  we  have  surgery  and 
Botox  and  all  of  those  things.  We  don't  want  to 
recognize  that  it  is  part  of  life.  So  there  is  death, 
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but  I  think  it  is  more  about  life.  I  hope 
that  is  more  about  life. 

Vl  There  are  rumours  that  you  had  a 
falling  out  with  writer  Guillermo  Ar- 
riaga.  Are  you  planning  to  work  with 
him  again? 

AGI:  I  think  he  wants  to  direct,  which 
I  think  is  great  for  him.  I  think  we  are 
very  satisfied  with  this  trilogy.  That's 
the  end  of  this  concept.  Let's  see  what 
happens  later. 

Vj  You  dedicated  this  movie  to  your 
children.  Are  you  anxious  about  their 
future  in  this  world? 

AGI:  Yeah,  I  worry.  The  way  the  world 
is  heading  now  is  super  wrong.  When 
you  have  more  power  than  culture,  as 
the  President  of  the  United  States  does 
or  even  Tony  Blair,  it's  a  very  danger- 
ous moment  for  history.  The  world  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  people  who  are  not 
very  smart.  And  what  is  happening  is,  it 
seems  that  you  are  guilty  for  being  dif- 
ferent. So  this  theory  that  the  ones  who 
are  not  with  us  are  against  us  is  really 
fucking  things  around  in  the  world.  And 
now  look  how  the  world  is  going.  It's  ter- 
rible. How  many  kids  are  dying  every 
year?  How  many  Iraqi  kids,  or  Afghani- 
stan kids,  or  Palestinian  kids,  or  Jewish 
kids  are  dying?  I  have  two  kids  and  I'm 
obviously  worried  by  these  things. 

V:  Do  you  think  you  could  organize  a 
screening  of  Babel  at  the  White  House? 

AGI:  I  don't  think  that  [George  W. 
Bush]  would  like  to  see  this  kind  of 
film. 


The  Best  (and  worst) 
of  the  Fest! 


THE  WIND  THAT  SHAKES  THE 
BARLEY 

Director  Ken  Loach 

Loach's  film  about  the  British 
occupation  of  Ireland  in  the  early 
twentieth  century  and  the  militant 
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oppression  which  gave  birth  to  the 
IRA  is  as  infuriating  as  it  is  relevant 
to  current  events.  The  film  tells  the 
story  of  two  brothers,  Damien  (Gillian 
Murphy),  a  doctor  on  his  way  to  work 
in  London,  while  Teddy  (Padraic 
Delaney)  is  a  Republican  devoted  to 
expelling  the  British  from  Ireland. 
It  only  takes  one  heart-wrenching 
moment  for  Damien  to  switch  gears, 
and  join  his  brother  in  the  beginnings 
of  the  IRA.  However,  as  Damien  and 
Teddy  begin  to  gain  more  ground  in 
their  battle  for  independence,  their 
world  becomes  increasingly  divided 
and  violent.  Loach's  puritan  style 
of  filmmaking  eloquently  weaves 
the  politics  of  Ireland's  turmoil  into 
its  characters,  telling  the  story  of  a 
conflict  that  takes  place  in  pubs  and 
homes,  not  just  the  blood-soaked 
grain  fields  and  offices  of  the  English 
Parliament.  While  maintaining  a 
bloody  account  of  this  turning 
point  in  Irish  history.  Barley  also 
quietly  delivers  an  allegory  for  the 
regenerative  power  of  violence. 

Rating:  VWW 

BABEL 

Director:  Alejandro  Gonzalez 
Indrritu's 

Babel,  The  ambitious  final  chapter  of 
Ifiarritu's  trilogy  about  death  and  iso- 
lation, is  nowhere  near  as  fractured 
as  its  predecessors,  Amores  Perros 
or  21  Grams,  but  also  lacks  the  ebb 
and  flow  that  made  those  previous 
installments  landmark  achievements 
in  cinema.  Exploring  a  broader  ter- 
rain than  the  earlier  films.  Babel 
weaves  together  the  separate  stories 
of  a  traveling  American  couple,  a 
Mexican  nanny,  a  family  of  Arab  goat 
herders,  and  a  deaf  Japanese  girl, 
who  are  inexorably  connected  after 
single,  accidental  gunshot  links  them 
all  forever.  Named  after  the  biblical 
tale  about  God's  attempt  to  confuse 
the  languages  mankind,  Babel  is  an 
eloquently  rendered  tapestry  of  mis- 
communication,  which  postulates 
that  in  a  world  that  has  grown  very 
small,  the  greatest  distances  are  the 
ones  that  we  ruthlessly  impose  on 
each  other.  Although  the  film  has 
trouble  matching  the  emotional  wal- 
lop of  Ifiarritu's  previous  features. 
Babel  achieves  an  epic  grandeur 
without  losing  respect  for  those  inti- 
mate heartfelt  moments  of  his  trade- 
mark style. 

Rating:  VWW 


BREAKING  AND  ENTERING 

Director:  Anthony  Minghella 

Writer/director  Anthony  Minghella 
returns  with  his  most  current  and 
solid  film  since  The  English  Patient. 
Set  in  inner-city  London  at  King's 
Cross — where  all  manner  of  social 
and  cultural  collisions  transpire — 
Breaking  and  Entering  is  the  story  of 
an  architect.  Will  (Jude  Law),  whose 
family  life  is  complicated  by  the  dis- 
tance between  him  and  his  common- 
law  wife  (Robin  Wright-Penn)  and 
her  possibly  autistic  daughter.  After 
his  office  is  repeatedly  burglarized 
by  thieves  with  uncannily  acrobatic 
precision.  Will  leaves  his  family  crisis 
behind  to  survey  the  premises,  and 
manages  to  pursue  and  catch  one 
of  the  culprits,  a  teenaged  Bosnian 
refugee  named  Miro  (Rafi  Gavron). 
Instead  of  turning  his  captive  into 
the  police,  Will  is  intrigued  by  the 
young  Miro  and  his  well-meaning 
mother  (Juliette  Binoche).  This  new 
relationship  with  Miro  and  his  mum 
force  Will  to  embark  on  further  explo- 
rations into  the  dark  recesses  of  his 
own  mind.  Breaking  and  Entering  is 
an  intelligent  and  endearing  allegory 
of  building  relationships  in  a  com- 
munity that's  demographically  con- 
gested, yet  at  the  same  time  socially 
disparate.  Emotionally  invested  per- 
formances from  an  ensemble  cast 
make  this  film  likely  to  steal  some 
spotlights  come  awards  season. 

Rating:  VWvV 
CATCH  A  FIRE 

Director:  Philip  Noyce 

Philip  Noyce's  apartheid  thriller  Catch 
A  Fire  doesn't  so  much  recall  his  pre- 
vious festival  hits  (Rabbit-Proof  Fence 
and  The  Quiet  American},  but  reminds 
us  that  the  same  man  agreed  to  shoot 
Patriot  Games  and  Clear  and  Present 
Danger.  The  harrowing  tale,  based  on 
the  true  story  of  Patrick  Chamusso,  is 
adapted  by  Noyce  and  screenwriter 
Shawn  Slovo  into  an  explosive  ac- 
tion flick  that  plainly  suffers  from  its 
anemic  characters.  Derek  Luke  plays 
Chamusso,  an  apolitical  foreman  at  a 
South  African  refinery.  When  African 
National  Congress  militants  bomb 
the  refinery  he  works  at,  Chamusso 
is  wrongfully  arrested  as  the  prime 
suspect.  While  under  arrest,  Cha- 
musso falls  into  the  hands  of  Nic  Vos 
(Tim  Robbins),  a  brutal  colonel  who 
oversees  the  torture  and  interroga- 
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tion  of  the  prisoners.  Vos  increases 
the  stakes  in  this  case  by  also  tor- 
turing Chamusso's  wife  for  answers, 
a  move  that  simply  triggers  further 
retaliation  from  the  innocent  man. 
While  Noyce's  film  is  a  solid  thriller 
with  political  intent  and  (like  every 
second  movie  nowadays)  packs  allu- 
sions to  the  post-9/11  American  land- 
scape, the  screenplay  fails  to  develop 
the  majority  of  its  characters  beyond 
two-dimensional  sketches — particu- 
larly Chamusso  whose  transition  into 
a  rebel  is  a  lost  opportunity  in  this 
film.  The  only  exception  is  Tim  Rob- 
bins'  trip-wired  Vos,  a  conflicted  vil- 
lain who  vehemently  believes  that  his 
sinister  actions  are  for  an  honourable 
cause.  With  less  than  half  the  screen 
time,  Robbins'  character  delivers 
what  Luke's  cannot.  So  while  Noyce 
maintains  steady  direction  over  Slo- 
vo's  thin  screenplay,  it's  Tim  Robbins 
that  keeps  this  Fire  crackling. 

Rating:  VWW 
GOLDEN  DOOR 

Director:  Emanuele  Crialese 

It's  a  long  crawl  to  America  for  the  Si- 
cilian immigrants  in  Golden  Door,  and 
the  audience  is  made  to  suffer  every 
painstaking  moment  of  it  along  with 
them.  The  story  of  a  family  of  work- 
ers who  buy  into  tall  tales  from  across 
the  Atlantic  of  canoe-sized  carrots, 
rivers  of  milk,  and  money  that  grows 
on  trees.  Golden  Door  traces  every 
step  from  tense  moments  of  inde- 
cision in  Italy  to  their  final  tests  at 
American  customs.  The  film,  which 
delves  into  the  false  pretences  that 
built  America  at  the  turn  of  the  twen- 
tieth century,  has  fleeting  moments 
of  odd  amusement  scattered  along 
a  narrative  that  is  stretched  far  be- 
yond its  merit.  However,  it  should  be 
noted  that  the  dedicated  ensemble 
cast  does  try  their  hardest  to  fight 
the  boredom  of  the  plot,  especially 
Charlotte  Gainsbourg  (the  charming 
actress  from  21  Grams  and  The  Sci- 
ence of  Sleep)  who  delivers  precious 
relief  when  she  enters  the  film  play- 
ing a  gold-digging  mistress.  While  pa- 
tient audiences  may  stay  and  endure 
the  slim  pickings  this  film  has  to  offer, 
the  golden  door  for  most  should  be 
the  one  below  the  exit  sign. 

Rating:  WWV 
KING  AND  THE  CLOWN 

Director:  Lee  Jun-ki 

A  box  office  smash  in  its  native  South 
Korea,  this  outlandish  tragicomedy 
set  during  the  Joseon  dynasty  boasts 
the  vibrant  cinematography  and  fan- 
tastic aerial  feats  typical  in  Asian  cin- 
ema, but  is  ultimately  far  too  asinine 
to  truly  impress.  Adapted  from  the 
diaries  of  a  sixteenth-century  tyrant, 
King  and  the  Clown  is  the  tale  of  two 
homosexual  jesters,  one  of  them  a  eu- 
nuch, who  are  arrested  for  staging  a 
production  that  satirizes  the  throne. 
After  narrowly  avoiding  a  death  sen- 
tence upon  the  discovery  that  the  fa- 
natical King  is  actually  amused  by  the 
self-deprecating  humour  the  clowns 
are  ordered  to  keep  the  spoofs  com- 
ing but  with  an  ever-increasing  dose 
of  danger.  This  bizarre  employ- 
ment begins  to  take  its  toll  when  the 
clowns'  relationship  is  threatened  by 
the  King's  obsession  with  the  excep- 
tionally feminine  eunuch.  Though 
the  acrobatic  stunt  work  and  rich  set 
pieces  are  a  pleasing  distraction,  the 
film  suffers  from  stage  humour  that  is 
either  lost  on  this  foreign  audience  or 
is  just  plain  lame. 

Rating:  WWV 

The  Toronto  International  Film  Festival 
runs  at  theatres  across  the  city  until 
Saturday  September  IB.  For  more  info  go 
to  wm.e.bell.ca/filmfest 
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Hart  House  inhales 


Reefer  Madness  kicks  off  a  budding  season  of  particularly  potent  theatre 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


As  one  of  the  best  artistic  assets 
located  on  U  of  T's  campus,  Hart 
House  Theatre  is  about  to  spark 
up  its  72nd  season  of  programming 
since  first  opening  its  doors  way 
back  in  1919.  Originally  dubbed 
the  Art  Deco  Theatre,  Hart  House 
quickly  rose  to  the  forefront  of  the 
"little  theatre"  movement  in  Cana- 
da. Back  then,  the  "little  theatre" 
ideal  was  to  offer  an  independent 
and  intelligent  alternative  to  the 
unrefined  and  mass-produced  pro- 
fessional shows  of  the  day,  some- 
thing Hart  House  has  been  excel- 
ling at  ever  since. 

After  a  break  in  the  late  eighties 
and  ninties  Hart  House  Theatre  re- 
launched in  2001  with  a  renewed 
ordinance  to  produce  a  full  sea- 
son of  professional  quality  shows, 
drawing  on  a  broad  mix  of  tal- 
ent from  the  U  of  T  student  body, 
young  professionals,  and  experi- 
enced stage  veterans.  After  five 
groundbreaking  years  Hart  House 
continues  to  push  its  own  bound- 
aries and  entertain  theatergoers 
and  students  alike. 

This  year's  season  kicks  off  on 
September  15  with  the  Canadian 
Premiere  of  Reefer  Madness,  the 


hit  2005  musical  based  on  the  fa- 
mously exploited  version  of  the 
1936  mental  hygiene  film  Tell  Your 
Children. 

Recently  adapted  into  a  TV  fea- 
ture for  U.S.  cable  network  Show- 
case, this  production  of  Reefer 
Madness  will  be  the  first  to  inte- 
grate script  changes  made  for  the 
small  screen  back  into  the  stage 
version.  Reefer  writer  Kevin  Mur- 
phy, who's  also  a  co-executive  pro- 
ducer on  Desperate  Housewives, 
will  be  in  the  audience  on  opening 
night  to  see  what  this  Canadian 
cast  can  bring  to  a  story  laced  with 
American  taboos. 

Directed  by  Hart  House  veteran 
and  recent  U  of  T  graduate  Elenna 
Mosoff  (who  brought  us  last  year's 
romp  The  Rocky  Horror  Show), 
Reefer  Madness  tells  the  story  of 
two  squeaky-clean  teenaged  sweet- 
hearts, Jimmy  Harper  and  Mary 
Lane,  who  while  visiting  a  jazz  club 
fall  victim  to  the  evils  of  reefer,  the 
demon  weed.  After  taking  one  hit 
off  a  cannabis  "joint",  Jimmy  turns 
into  a  miniature  Charlie  Sheen  and 
basically  destroys  everything  he 
touches  in  an  insane,  drug-fueled 
orgy  of  violence. 

"The  journey  of  the  show  is  like 
a  giant  drug  trip,"  Mosoff  explains 
during  a  break  in  rehearsals,  "and 


it's  about  how  the  government 
tries  to  control  the  minds  of  a  na- 
tion." Of  course,  this  puts  Mosoff 
in  a  unique  position  given  that  the 
Canadian  outlook  on  ganja  is  mark- 
edly more  relaxed  than  that  of  our 
American  neighbours. 

"There's  a  whole  new  spin  on 
the  show  because  we  are  the  first 
Canadian  cast  to  do  it,  and  we're 
commenting  as  outsiders."  she 
notes.  "It's  way  less  of  a  taboo 
here.  1  mean  you  can  walk  down 
Bloor  Street  and  light  a  joint.  Hav- 
ing lived  in  America  1  know  it's  not 
the  same." 

This  absence  of  authoritarianism 
north  of  the  border  has  allowed 
this  production  to  make  some  con- 
venient and  fitting  partnerships, 
mainly  with  local  head  shop  The 
Friendly  Stranger,  that  has  donated 
the  smoking  supplies  which  will  be 
featured  during  the  show's  15-day 
stay  at  Hart  House. 

"We  have  tabulated  that  we  need 
over  650  joints  for  the  run,"  Mosoff 
proudly  boasts,  "and  everyone's 
pitching  in  on  the  rolling". 

Reefer  Madness  runs  from  September 
15  tltrougl)  30  at  Hart  House  Ttieatre 
with  a  special  midnigtit  show  on 
September  30.  For  ticl^ets  call  UofT 
Tlx  at  418-978-8849. 


Reefer  Madness  director  Elenna  Mosoff  is  no  stranger  to  the  "demon  weed" 


Hart  House  Theatre  presents 


Music  by  Dan  snidney  -  lyrics  Hy  Kevin  Murphy 
Boolt  by  Kevin  Murpby  &  Dan  Studney 
Directed  by  Eienna  Mosoff 
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Wheee  in  the  Woeld 

IMAGINE  THE  FOSSIBILITIES ... 


memphis 

a  little  place  in  the  'vvilder  ; 


Torquil  Cam; 
around 
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Date:     Monday  September  25^  '2oo6 
Time:    10am  —  3pm 
Place:   ][nternatlonal  Student  Centre 
33  St.  Georg-e  St 

Please  stop  by,  all  are  welcome. 


Organizations  will  be  on  Campus  to  answer  your  qpuestions,  come  out  and 
visit  their  booths.  Confirmed  participants  include,  JET,  EDUFrance, 
Rig-ht  to  Play,  DAAD  (German  Academic  Exchange)  and  many  more,,. 
Travel  CUTS  will  also  be  offering  several  exciting,  door  prizes  for  travel '! 
For  more  information,  please  contact;  isc.information@utoronto.ca  or 
visit  www.iscutoronto.ca 


COME  AND  VISIT  THE 


DIM 


'I 

Food  Court  •  Shops  •  Service^ 

-  -  I 


Open  until  6  pm  Monday  to  Friday 
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Audit  •  Tax  •  Transaction  Advisory  Services 

m  Ernst  &YOUNG 
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Quality  In  Everything  We  Do 
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//SPORTS  IN  BRIEF 


Women's  soccer  continues 
undefeated  season 

Behind  a  two-goal  performance  by 
forward  Melanie  Seabra,  women's 
soccer  nipped  Nipissing  3-2  yes- 
terday at  Bircfimount  stadium.  The 
Blues  (2-0-2)  opened  the  match 
with  a  two-goal  lead  thanks  to 
Lindsay  Lashley's  strike,  followed 
shortly  after  with  Seabra's  first.  But 
the  Lakers  (0-4)  mounted  a  come- 
back with  Nicole  O'Brien  finding 
the  net  at  the  end  of  the  first  half, 
and  Vanessa  Baxter  tying  it  at  two- 
all  in  the  second.  Seabra  went  on 
to  ice  the  game  with  her  third  goal 
in  four  games,  helping  the  Blues 
keep  pace  in  the  OUA  East.  At  eight 
points,  U  of  T  is  tied  with  Ottawa, 
as  both  trail  Queen's  by  one  point 
in  the  race  for  the  division  lead. 

The  Blues  face  Ryerson  Sunday 
in  a  rematch  of  last  Saturday's  sea- 
son opener.  The  Lashley  and  Sea- 
bra combo  led  U  of  T  again  as  they 
both  notched  goals  late  in  the  sec- 
ond half  for  a  2-0  victory  over  the 
Rams  at  De  La  Salle  College. 

The  five-goal  total  from  yester- 
day's match  was  an  deluge  com- 
pared to  the  previous  two  games 
played  by  the  Blues,  both  0-0  draws 
against  Laurentian  and  Trent. 
-CHRISTOPHE  POIRIER 

Blues  dominate  OUA 
East 

Men's  soccer  (4-0)  continues  to 
lead  the  OUA  East  pack,  as  their 
12  points  give  them  a  five-point 
edge  over  their  closest  competi- 
tor. Queen's.  Next  up  for  the  unde- 
feated squad:  they  host  a  rematch 
against  Ryerson  on  Sunday,  who 
the  Blues  dispatched  1-0  in  last 
Saturday's  season  opener. 

Under  an  eleven-shot  barrage, 
the  Blues  defeated  Nipissing  3-0 
yesterday  with  goals  by  Evan  Mil- 
ward,  Mario  Nallira  and  Alexander 
Raphael.  Raphael  also  scored  the 
lone  goal  in  the  Blues'  1-0  win  over 
Laurentian  Saturday  at  Birchmount 
Stadium. 
-CP 

Losing  streak  to  break? 

Football  will  come  across  its  best 
chance  to  attain  its  first  victory  in 
five  years  as  the  team  plays  hosts 
to  Waterloo  (0-2)  this  Saturday. 
The  home  opener  for  the  Blues  (0- 
2)  will  be  at  Birchmount  Stadium  at 
1:00.  The  Warriors  have  been  out- 
scored  102-11  this  season,  and  are 
coming  off  a  60-9  loss  to  McMaster 
two  days  ago.  In  their  season  open- 
er, Waterloo  was  pinned  for  a  42-2 
loss  to  Windsor. 

The  very  same  Lancer  team  ran- 
sacked the  Blues  Saturday,  drop- 
ping U  of  T  to  the  bitter  tune  of  a 
61-17  defeat.  The  game  was  placed 
out  of  reach  in  the  first  quarter,  as 
four  Windsor  touchdowns  capped 
with  a  safety  had  them  at  a  30-3 
lead  after  fifteen  minutes. 
-CP 


Cloudy  crystal  ball  yields 
future  of  NFL  season 

Michael  Vick  gets  traded,  Shaun  Alexander  explodes,  and  Adam  Vinatieri's  true  colours 


After  an  epic  game  in  week  nine,  a  rabid  Tom  Brady  still  manages  to  get  the  upper  hand  over  the  Indianaplois  Colts.  Poor  Peyton  never  saw  it  coming. 


Danielle  Berger 


Prognosticating  the  season  is  a 
piece  of  cake,  especially  if  you  do 
it  with  a  twist.  As  the  National  Foot- 
ball League  gets  underway,  the  fol- 
lowing will  happen  over  the  course 
of  the  season. 

1 .  Reggie  Bush  and  Michael  Vick  will 
be  traded  for  each  other,  and  no  one 
will  know  the  difference. 

2.  Fed  up  with  his  constant  whining. 
Drew  Bledsoe  will  challenge  Terrell 
Owens  to  a  duel.  Angered  by  his 


lack  of  balls,  T.O.  will  accept.  The 
two  will  kill  each  other  using  a  me- 
dieval mace,  a  large  tuna,  and  sheer 
wit.  Coach  Bill  Parcells  will  watch 
with  a  knowing  grin,  and  then  eat  a 
dankalicious  Tex-Mex  burrito. 
3.  Shaun  Alexander,  a  victim  of  the 
Madden  2006  video-game  cover  jinx 
and  the  jinx  of  being  the  best  player 
on  the  losing  team  of  the  previous 
Super  Bowl,  will  spontaneously 
combust  after  dropping  a  Matt  Has- 
selbeck  pass.  Coach  Mike  Holmgren 
will  complain  to  an  official. 


4.  Tired  of  watching  the  poor  quar- 
terbacking  of  Oakland's  Aaron 
Brooks  and  Denver's  Jake  Plummer, 
a  hungry  John  Madden  will  eat  a  de- 
lectable Al  Michaels  after  Michaels 
fails  to  see  the  folly  of  it  all. 

5.  In  the  waning  seconds  of  week 
nine's  epic  game  between  Indianap- 
olis and  New  England,  kicker  Adam 
Vinatieri  will  line  up  for  the  poten- 
tial game-winning  field  goal,  take  a 
deep  breath... and  rip  off  his  Colts 
jersey  to  reveal  a  Patriots  jersey  he 
had  been  wearing  all  along!  He  will 


purposely  shank  the  kick  and  run 
in  to  the  cheering  throngs  of  fans, 
as  a  rabid  Tom  Brady  bludgeons  an 
unsuspecting  Peyton  Manning  with 
Marvin  Harrison. 

6.  The  Eagles  will  win  the  Super 
Bowl.  Citizens  of  Philadelphia  will 
have  no  idea  how  cope  with  the  loss 
of  perennial  losing,  and  in  retalition 
the  city  will  outlaw  cheesesteaks. 
The  move  makes  Libertyville  the 
healthiest  city  in  the  U.S.A. 

7.  Toronto  will  inherit  the  Buffalo 
Bills.  Buffalo  will  rejoice. 


A  trip  back  to  Monday  Night  Mayhem 


Tonight  marks  the  season  kick- 
off  of  the  Monday  Night  Foot- 
ball regime,  the  second-longest 
running  show  in  television  history, 
trailing  only  60  Minutes.  While  the 
show  moves  from  its  35-year  spot  on 
ABC  to  its  rookie  season  on  ESPN,  it 
has  left  a  lasting  legacy  upon  sports, 
television  and  North  American  cul- 
ture. In  its  long  and  illustrious  career, 
Monday  Night  announcers  have  come 
and  gone,  from  the  forgettable  run  of 
comedian  Dennis  Miller  to  Hall-of- 
Fame  coach  John  Madden.  Here  are 
two  stories  from  when  play-by-play 
man  Keith  Jackson,  former  Dallas 
Cowboy  quarterback  Don  Meredith, 
and  the  ever-popular  Howard  Cosell 
manned  the  booth  in  the  show's  first 
season,  back  in  1970.  Their  colourful 
personalities  and  constant  antics  ce- 
mented the  show's  place  in  annals  of 


sport  TV. 

Cosell  gets  tanked 

On  a  frosty  November  23  evening, 
the  Monday  Night  team  was  in  Phil- 
adelphia broadcasting  live  as  the 
Eagles  took  on  the  New  York  Giants. 
As  a  welcome  token  of  his  esteem. 
Eagles  owner  Leonard  Tose  sent  up 
a  generous  jug  of  vodka  martinis.  Co- 
sell,  who  was  freezing  in  the  open-air 
TV  booth,  started  knocking  back  the 
refreshments  in  order  to  keep  warm. 
He  apparently  drank  too  much,  as  by 
the  end  of  the  first  quarter  he  began 
slurring  his  words,  with  Philadelphia 
becoming  "Full-a-dull-fa."  Right  be- 
fore half  time,  Cosell  pitched  forward 
and  vomited. 

"He  got  sick  in  the  booth,  all  over 
his  mike,  his  clothes,  and  on  my 
boots,"   Meredith   recalls.  Cosell 


would  remain  in  the  game,  but  phone 
boards  lit  up  with  inquiring  calls  in 
ABC's  studio  call  centre.  The  inci- 
dent was  just  the  boost  the  fledgling 
show  needed,  as  rumors  of  Cosell 
getting  bombed  spread  the  show's 
reputation  of  being  absolute  may- 
hem on  Monday  night. 

Cosell  sets  pants  on  fire 

Covering  a  game  in  Dallas,  Cosell 
discarded  his  cigarette  into  a  trash 
container  under  the  booth's  table. 
The  still-lit  butt  kicked  up  and  set 
fire  to  the  paper  debris  within  the 
can,  setting  aflame  Jackson's  pants. 
The  consummate  professional,  Jack- 
son continued  announcing  the  series 
of  plays  as  his  pants  burned,  eventu- 
ally putting  the  blaze  out  once  they 
cut  to  a  commercial. 
—CHRISTOPHE  POIRIER 


Howard  Cosell  enjoys  his  fine  cigar. 
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ROYAL  CANADIAN  MOUNTED  POLICE  •  GENDARMERIE  ROYALE  DU  CANADA"" 


4}. 


THE  RCMP  IS  HIRING 

WOMEN'S  RECRUITING  EVENT 

When:   Tuesday  September  19,  2006  6:30  -  9:00pm 
Where:  Ontario  Science  Centre,  770  Don  Mills  Rd.  Toronto 

The  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  (RCMP)  will  be  hosting  a  recruiting 
event  specifically  for  women.  The  session  Is  designed  to  answer  questions  of 
particular  interest  to  females  related  to  front-line  policing  with  Canada's 
National  Police  Service,  including  but  not  limited  to  physical  requirements, 
family  issues,  training  and  career  opportunities.  Speak  one-on-one  to  a 
female  member  of  the  RCMP  and  discover  why  we  love  what  we  do. 
Parking  is  free  and  light  refreshments  will  be  served. 

For  additional  information  or  to  register  please  call  1-877-888-0433. 
LA  GRC  EMBAUCHE 

EVENEMENT  DESTINE  A  PROMOUVOIR 

LE  RECRUTEMENT  DE  FEMMES  PAR  LA  GRC 

Quand  :  le  mardi  19  septembre  2006,  de  18  h  30  a  21  h  00 

Ou  :  Centre  des  sciences  de  I'Ontario,  770,  prom.  Don  Mills,  Toronto 

La  Gendarmerie  royale  du  Canada  (GRC)  organise  un  ev6nement  destine  a  promouvoir  le  recrutement 
de  femmes.  Le  but  de  cette  seance  est  de  repondre  a  des  questions  d'interet  particulier  pour  les  femmes, 
en  ce  qui  concerne  les  services  de  police  de  premiere  ligne  du  corps  policier  national  du  Canada.  La  seance 
portera  principalement  sur  les  conditions  d'aptitude  physique,  les  questions  famihales.  la  formation  et  les 
possibitites  de  carriere,  mais  d'autres  sujets  y  seront  egalement  abordes.  Venez  parler  seule  a  seule  a  une 
meinbre  de  la  GRC  et  decouvrez  pourqiioi  nous  adorons  notre  travail.  Le  stationnement  est  gratuit  et  des 
rafraichissements  seront  servis. 

Pour  obtenir  de  plus  ampies  renseignements  ou  pour  vous  ins,crjiLe, 
veuiiiez  composer  le  1-877-888-0433. 


JOIN    THE    TORONTO    BLUE    JAYS    IN  CELEBRATING 


MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  18,  2006  @  7:07  P.M. 


-vs- 


100  LEVEL  OUTFIELD  |$18.20* 


500  LEVEL  1$  7.00* 


DON'T  MISS  OUT  ON  THIS 
EXCLUSIVE  TICKET  OFFER!** 

VISIT  BLUEJAYS.COM/SFEaALEVErsrre  MID 
ENTER  EVENT  CODE  GP-COLLEGE 


ROGERS 

CENTRE 
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t2.5  MILLION  TO  eiVI 

AWAY...WANT  90MI?! 

We'll  show  you  the  way  I 


BIG  STAR 


blgstarcanada.com 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


FOR  SALE 


GAIN  VALUABLE  TEACHING 
EXPERIENCE! 

Animated  children's  presenters  needed 
to  present  fun  &  hands-on  activities  in 
elementary  schools.  Car  and  exp.  with 
kids  req'd.  Cool  activities.  Pay:  $22.50/1 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5282  Ext  31  or  email: 
employment@madscience.on.ca 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


THREE  BEDROOM  APARTMENT 

With  spacious  kitchen  and  bathroom  on 
Euclid  Avenue  just  North  of  Bloor  St.W., 
five  minutes  walk  to  two  subway  stations. 
Very  quiet  atmosphere,  no  smokers  and 
no  pets.  It  can  be  shared.  For  information 
call  416-53.5-4295. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


DON'T  PARK  YOUR  BRAIN  AT  THE 
DOOR 

Stimulating  worship  and  warm  friendships 
at  Bloor  Street  United  Church.  10:30  a.m. 
Sundays  at  the  comer  of  Bloor  and  Huron, 
ail  welcome,  groups.myspace/progressive 
church 


VINYL  RECORDS  &CD^ 

High  quality  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 

GIANT  RUMMAGE  &  BOOK  SALE 

Sat.,  Sept.  16,  9  am-3  pm.  Bloor  St.  United 
Church  at  the  corner  of  Bloor  and  Huron 
(west  of  St.  George)  416-924-7439. 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

COMPU-FRIEND 
NEED  COMPUTER  HELP? 

Set  Ups  and  Installation,  Networking, 
Troubleshooting,  Virus  Removals.  We 
come  to  you!  On-site  Service.  Cheap 
Rates!  Call  us  today  416-886-3330, 
www.compu-friend.ca 


ENGLISH/ESSAY  HELP! 

Flexible  hours.  Reasonable  rates.  Certi- 
fied teacher.  Near  U  of  T.  416-568-1646. 


As  one  of  the  largest  campus  student  employers,  the  Faculty  of 
Physical  Education  and  Health  is  interested  in  sharing  some  of 
this  money  with  you. 

Visit  us  online  at  www.ac-fpeh.com/leadership  to  view  the 
hundreds  of  casual  positions,  including  Work  Study,  that  are 
available  to  all  U  ofT  students. 

You  can  apply  early  online  or  visit  us  at  our  Get  Involved 
Fair  for  jobs  and  volunteering  on  Wednesday  September  1 3th. 
2006,  from  I  I  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  in  the  Main  Foyer  of  the  Athletic 
Centre,  55  Harbord  at  Spadina. 

For  additional  information,  please  call  the  Centre  for 
Leadership  Training  and  Education  at  4 1 6-946-5 1 27. 


Tomorrow's  Professionals 
Apply  Today! 


Apply  On-line! 


EDITING 


\ 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and  dis- 
sertations, from  style  to  format.  APA 
style  a  speciality.  Mary  Anne  Carswell, 
MA,  MEd,  mcarswell@svmpatico.ca  , 
416-303-3106. 


Advertise  in 

#WARSITY 

ads@thevarsity.ca 
Or  call 

416-946-7604 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 

the  ad  header  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 

DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6.  Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarslty.ca 


OMSAS  www.ouac.on.ca/omsas/ 
Ontario  Medical  School  Application  Service 

^  1    September  15,  2006:  Last  day  for  registering  for 
cn-line  applications 

October  2,  2006:  Appiicotion  Deadline 


www.ouac.on.ca/oisas/  OLSAS 
Ontario  Law  School  Application  Service 

November  1,  2006:  Application  deadline  --  hirst  year 
May  1,  2007:  Application  deadline  -  Upper  year 


TEAS  www.ouac.on.ca/teas/ 

Teacher  Education  Application  Service 
December  1,  2006:  Application  deadline 


www.ouac.on.ca/orpas/  ORPAS 

Ontario  Rehabilitation  Sciences  Programs 
Application  Service 

{Audiology,  Occupational  Therapy,  Physical  Therapy/Physiotherapy, 
Speech- Language  Pathology 
January  1 5,  2007:  Application  deadline 


ONTARIO  UNIVERSITIES' APPLICATION  CENTRE 


CENTRE  DE  DEMANDE  D'AOMISSION 
AUX  UNIVERSITIES  DE  L'ONTARIO 


170  Research  Lane 
Guelph  ON  NIG  5E2 
www.ouac.on.ca 


theVARSlTY 


Muitob^iHURSD/WS 
www.the\/arsrty.ca  * 


MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  18, 2006i 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO'S  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SINCE  1880 


VOL.  CXXVII,  NO.  7 


AT  QUEEN'S,  THE  RIOT  THAT  WASN'T 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


KINGSTON  —  They  came,  they  drank,  they 
partied. 

But  although  the  crowds  surpassed  last 
year's,  between  the  conspicuous  police  pres- 
ence, the  legions  of  red-hatted  community 
volunteers,  and  an  administration  advertising 
blitz  warning  students  that  "it's  your  degree 
that's  getting  trashed,"  homecoming  celebra- 
tions at  Queen's  University  this  weekend  were 
far  more  subdued. 

One  big  reason  was  the  Queen's  community 
volunteers,  said  Ryan  Quinlan  Keech,  the  mu- 
nicipal affairs  commissioner  on  Queen's  Alma 
Mater  Society  (AMS),  the  main  student  gov- 
ernment there.  Around  five  hundred  red  hats 
patrolled  Queen's  so-called  student  ghetto  on 
Saturday  night,  he  said. 

"The  police  were  able  to  focus  on  the  bigger 
picture,"  said  Quinlan  Keech,  as  a  result  of  the 
volunteers'  efforts.  They  carried  red  plastic 
cups,  which  they  gave  to  students  to  empty 
their  glass  beer  bottles  into,  which  they  then 
collected.  The  volunteers  were  Queen's  alum 
of  all  ages,  including  many  old-timers  sport- 
ing well-worn  leather  jackets. 

Last  fall,  Queen's  homecoming  had  made 
headlines  when  a  street  party  on  Aberdeen 
Street  in  the  heart  of  Queen's  so-called  "stu- 
dent ghetto"  went  haywire.  The  party  degen- 
erated into  a  bout  of  bottle-throwing  in  which 
police  and  paramedics  got  pelted.  Rowdy  rev- 
elers then  overturned  a  car  and  set  it  ablaze. 
Dozens  were  arrested. 

This  year,  AMS  successfully  lobbied  the  city 
of  Kingston  to  close  down  Aberdeen  Street 
for  the  party.  A  first  aid  station  was  set  up  at 
one  end,  and  a  volunteer  hub  was  set  up  on 
the  front  lawn  of  the  only  house  on  the  street 
where  students  don't  live. 

Queen's  administration  printed  posters 
and  took  out  ads  with  slogans  such  as  "Keep 
Queen's  reputation  out  of  the  gutter."  First- 
years  in  residence  were  banned  from  having 
frosh  friends  from  other  universities  visit 
them  during  homecoming  weekend.  Yet  ad- 
ministrators also  stressed  that  while  the  uni- 
versity would  not  strive  to  control  students' 
behaviour,  it  would  try  to  inform  them  of  the 
consequences. 

Still,  some  in  Kingston  thought  this  year's 
celebrations  would  be  even  worse. 
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The  "limestone  city"  or  Canada's  yob  town? 
The  map  above  shows  the  main  thoroughfares 
where  homecoming  takes  place.  At  right,  a  group 
of  Queen's  students  partake  in  a  game  of  flip  cup,  a 
relay  drinking  game. 


At  8  p.m.  on  Saturday  evening,  a  group  of  students  on  University  Avenue  kick  off  a  night  of  drinking  by 
subjecting  one  of  their  comrades  to  a  so-called  keg  stand.  The  drinker's  legs  are  held  aloft  while  beer  flows 
from  the  keg  straight  into  their  mouth.  Meanwhile,  the  bearers  count  the  time  spent  doing  the  stand.  Thirty 
seconds  ain't  bad... 


"They're  gonna  do  whatever  it  takes  to 
make  it  bigger  than  it  was  last  year,"  said  a 
cab  driver  on  Friday  night.  "I've  been  doing 
this  for  20  years  and  every  year  you  can  see 
it  progressing." 

And  Saturday's  party  began  early,  with 
Queen's  famed  pancake  keggers.  Starting 
around  10  a.m.  at  locations  scattered  through- 
out the  student  neighbourhood,  students  were 
double-fisting  beers  and  pancakes. 

This  lasted  until  noon,  when  police  broke 
up  at  least  one  of  the  keggers.  Attention  then 
shifted  to  the  football  game  until  around  5 
p.m.,  when  students  returned  home,  fired  up 
barbecues,  and  began  to  drink. 

As  night  fell,  Aberdeen  Street,  closed  to 
traffic  since  the  afternoon,  was  crawling  with 
volunteers  and  police  officers — from  both  the 
Kingston  Police  and  the  OPP.  A  Video  Servic- 
es Unit  van  was  parked  at  its  south  end,  and 
police  cruisers  and  paddy  wagons  regularly 
coursed  around  the  student  neighbourhood. 

Although  officers  issued  tickets  to  those 
they  caught  with  open  alcohol  on  the  street, 
they  mostly  engaged  passersby,  sometimes 
posing  with  them  for  photos. 

Groups  of  cops  also  patrolled  the  streets  on 
foot.  And  a  throng  of  them  formed  a  line  at  the 
north  end  of  Aberdeen  Street,  near  a  house 
dubbed  "the  mansion,"  where  much  of  the 
violence  had  erupted  last  year. 

"This  is  a  kindergarden  version  of  what  hap- 
pened last  year,"  remarked  Tony  O'Neill,  a 
fourth-year  student  from  Carleton  University 
who  was  at  his  second  homecoming.  O'Neill 
found  the  police  less  confrontational  than  in 
2005,  and  said  that  the  city  of  Kingston  had 
done  a  really  good  job  of  keeping  partiers  un- 
der control,  while  still  making  it  fun  for  stu- 
dents. 

It  is  estimated  that  around  40  partiers  were 
arrested  on  Saturday  night.  The  AMS's  Quin- 
lan Keech  reckoned  there  were  7,000  to  10,000 
of  them  at  homecoming,  with  a  significant  pro- 
portion— perhaps  up  to  half,  he  speculated — 
coming  from  as  far  afield  as  McGill,  Western, 
and  U  of  T. 

The  weekend  celebrations,  meanwhile, 
made  for  brisk  business  in  Kingston.  All  but 
one  of  the  hotels  in  town  were  full  on  Saturday 
night,  according  to  another  cab  driver. 

"I  never  saw  one  taxi  sheet  under  $600  yes- 
terday," he  said.  "That's  a  lot  for  one  cab  to 
take  in  in  ten  or  11  hours." 
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West  Entrance, 
Elevator  &  TTY 


Your  student  centre! 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

Weekly  commuters  lounge  every  Wedr)esday  in  the 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1:30PM 
Drop  in  for  coffee  &  cookies,  meet  new  people  and 
find  out  how  you  can  get  involved  on  campus. 
Same  time.  Same  place. 
Unlimited  opportunities. 


MUSICAL  AUDITIONS 
SIGN-UPS  ~  OPEN  REHEARSALS 

Let  your  musical  talents  shine  . . . 

Chorus  auditions  -  Sept.  18  &  19 
Singers  sign-up  -  Sept.  !8  &  25 
Jazz  Choir  open  rehearsal  -  Sept.  18 
Jazz  Ensemble  open  rehearsal/auditions  -  Sept.  1 8  &  i  9 
Symphonic  Band  open  rehearsal/auditions  -  Sept.  19,22-24 

Orchestra  open  rehearsal/auditions  -  Sept.  2  i ,  23-25 
For  times/locations  check  our  web  site  or  call  4j6.978.24S2 


HART  HOUSE  ANNUAL 
YARD  SALE 

Sept.  1 9  from  II  AM  to  3PM  in  the  Great  Hall 

Purchase  a  piece  of  Hart  House  history! 
Dishes,  glasses,  cutlery,  old  records,  furniture... 
AND  MORE! 
Cash  only . . .  great  buys,  real  cheap! 


INTHEJUSTINAM. 
BARNICKE  GALLERY 

Stephen  Andrews:  Seiected  works  from  tl- 
Saiah  J.  Bachir  Colleciion. 
This  exhibition  represents  a  vital  cross- 
section  of  the  artist's  socially  conscious 
art  works. 
Runs  until  Oct.  9th 


For  more  Hart  House 
events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 


the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


//NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Dallalre  compares  Darfur 
to  Rwanda 

Student  activists  from  Hillel,  STAND 
(Students  Take  Action  Now  for  Dar- 
fur), and  War  Child  Canada  took  to 
the  stage  at  Ramsden  Park  in  down- 
town Toronto  for  a  Global  Day  for 
Darfur. 

The  rally  marked  the  first  anniver- 
sary of  U.N.  signing  the  "responsibil- 
ity to  protect"  doctrine,  which  urges 


the  international  community  to  take 
collective  action  to  protect  their 
populations  from  genocide,  ethnic 
cleansing  and  crimes  against  human- 
ity. 

Calling  the  Darfur  crisis  "a  carbon 
copy  of  the  Rwanda  genocide,"  re- 
tired Gen.  Romeo  Dallaire,  one  of  the 
keynote  speakers,  urged  Canadian 
youth  to  "be  prepared  to  support 
the  efforts  in  Darfur."  Dallaire  said 
Canadian  youth  must  move  human 


YEAR   OF   LANGUAGES   20  06    -  2007 

Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  Speaker  Series 

u  N  Tv  Y  r  s  Pr 


The  Interpreter's  Maladies:  Culture,  Gender 
and  Race  in  16th  Century  Colonial  South  Africa 

.4n  exploration  of  how  to  interpret  multilingualism  and  language 
exchange  when  viewed  in  the  context  of  the  colonial  encounter,  with 
a  foam  on  the  life  ofKrotoa,  the  first  Christian  interpreter  of  the 
Khoikhoi  in  16th  century  colonial  South  Africa. 

Ato  Quayson 

Professor  of  English  and  Director,  Centre  for  Diaspora 
and  Transnational  Studies,  University  of  Toronto 


Thursday,  September  2 1 , 2006  •  4:30  p.m. 
George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  15  Devonshire  Place 

Free  Admission  •  Genera!  Seating  •  Call  4 1 6-946-7950  or 
visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca/languages  for  more  information. 
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Presented  b>  the  Facult>  of  Arts  and  Science 
at  the  University  of  Toronlo. 


Retired  Gen.  Romeo  Dallaire  speaks  at 
Sunday's  Darfur  rally 

rights  beyond  our  borders  and  set 
the  "yardsticks  beyond  our  own  per- 
sonal needs." 

Dallaire  insisted  that  "as  citizens 
of  the  world"  we  must  take  action 
against  the  bellicose  Sudanese  gov- 
ernment. The  event  closed  with  mu- 
sic from  Bedouin  Soundclash.  Thirty- 
two  other  cities  including  New  York, 
Kigali,  Paris,  and  Copenhagen  also 
held  demonstrations  to  bring  an  end 
to  the  Darfur  crisis. 
-HAYLEY  MORRISON 


//CORRECTION 

In  Thursday's  issue  (Your  parents'  car 
it  ain't,  Sept.  14)  we  mis-identified 
Zipcar  marl<eting  manager  Saut  Colt 
as  fourth-year  student  David  Lee  in  the 
photograph  accompanying  the  article. 
The       regrets  the  error. 
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Date:    Monday  September  25,  2oo6 
Time:   10am  —  3pm 
Place:   Mteraatiomial  Student  Centre 
33  St.  Georg'e  St 

Please  stop  by,  all  are  welcome. 


Organizations  will  be  on  Campus  to  answer  your  <|uestions,  come  out  and 
visit  thesr  booths.  Confirmed  participants  include,  JET,  EDUFrance, 
Right  to  Play,  DAAD  (German  Academic  Exchange)  and  many  more. .. 
Travel  CUTS  will  also  be  offering  several  exciting  door  prizes  for  travel !! 
For  more  information,  please  contact:  isc.information@utoronto.ca  or 
visit  www.isc.utoronto.ca 
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What's  making  headlines 
on  other  Canadian 
campuses 

Student  union  may  face 
impeachment 

Computers  have  been  confiscated  at 
Simon  Frasier  University  in  an  investi- 
gation that  may  become  the  next  big 
scandal  in  Canadian  campus  politics. 
The  fracas  involves  the  elected  direc- 
tors of  the  Simon  Fraser  Students  So- 
ciety (SFSS),  who  may  be  impeached 
in  coming  weeks. 

Controversy  was  sparked  last 
month  when  the  SFSS  suspended  six 
members  and  fired  one  who  had  been 
employed  loyally  for  nearly  25  years. 
Rallying  behind  the  fired  employee, 
SFU  students  launched  a  movement, 
called  Students  for  a  Democratic  Soci- 
ety (SDU),  which  aims  to  impeach  all 
seven  elected  SFSS  board  members. 

In  an  interview,  SDU  spokesperson 
Bryan  Jones  noted  that  "the  board 
has  raised  $15,000  dollars  to  support 
its  legal  council".  Recently,  directors 
of  the  SFSS  board  "were  seen  confis- 
cating computers,"  which  Jones  spec- 
ulated was  part  of  a  legal  battle  to 
"save  their  positions  on  the  board." 

The  SDU  has  been  vigorously  post- 
ing signs  across  campus  to  stoke  stu- 
dent discontent.  In  a  statement  last 
week,  the  SDU  said  it  has  gathered 
2,500  signatures,  enough  to  enable 
them  to  call  for  a  special  meeting  of 
the  SFSS  within  30  days. 

Hostilities  have  now  erupted,  and 


•  Adult  and  Kids  Classes 

•  Personal  Training 

•  Weight  Facility 

•  Champion  Instructors 

416-781-3775 
www.houseofmuaythai.com 


LSAT  MCAT; 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


I  Complete  30-Hour  Semlnare 
!  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
I  Personaiized  Professional  Instruction 
I  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
I  Simulated  Practice  Exams 
I  Free  Repeat  Policy 
Personal  Tutoring  Available 
)  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Studente 


a  source  speaking  to  The  Varsity  un- 
der condition  of  anonymity  claimed 
to  have  spotted  SFSS  members  tear- 
ing down  signs  across  campus.  Signs 
have  also  been  posted  slandering 
SDU  members,  but  their  author  is  not 
yet  known.  Copies  of  The  Peak — a 
campus  newspaper  that  has  been 
covering  the  situation — have  also 
been  torn  down. 

Impeachment  proceedings  are 
rare  and  have  only  occurred  once  at 
SFU,  in  1996,  when  the  an  SFSS  direc- 
tor got  impeached  in  a  pornography 
scandal. 

-WILLIAM  WALKER 


//CRIME  REPORT:  SEPT.  1-15; 


Roughly  60  incidents  were  formally 
reported  to  the  University  of  To- 
ronto Police  in  the  last  two  weeks, 
a  notable  increase  from  the  sum- 
mer months  when  an  average  of  90 
incidents  occurred  per  month.  The 
majority  of  the  responses  dealt 
with  theft  or  attempted  theft  (25), 
and  suspicious  or  unwanted  per- 
sons trespassing  or  causing  other 
mischief  (16).  Nine  medical  calls 
were  also  attended  to. 

Eight  bicycles  were  stolen  during 
the  two-week  period,  all  at  differ- 


ent locations  across  campus. 

Of  the  16  unwanted  persons  dealt 
with  on  St.  George  campus,  one 
was  intoxicated,  seven  trespassed 
or  caused  damage  to  property,  five 
were  removed  for  harassment,  one 
was  involved  in  a  break-and-enter, 
one  was  seen  throwing  eggs,  and 
one  was  involved  in  a  level-one  as- 
sault that  occurred  at  the  Architec- 
ture Building. 

Strange  or  unique  incidents  on 
campus  during  the  past  weeks  in- 
cluded two  incidents  of  fraud  at 


the  U  of  T  Bookstore  on  Sept.  15, 
where  students  attempted  to  use 
counterfeit  currency  or  a  fraudu- 
lent credit  card  to  pay  for  their  new 
textbooks- 

On  Sept.  6,  a  bomb  threat  was 
called  in  for  Emmanuel  College,  and 
the  Toronto  Police  were  involved ; 
in  the  investigation,  which  turned  : 
up  negative  results.  Prank  or  oth-  ' 
erwise,  it  seems  that  nothing  can 
stop  the  school  year  from  starting 
up  again  right  on  schedule. 
— AMYSMITHERS 


much 

music 


SEEKS  HOST 


WANT  TO  BE  FAMOUS? 
WE  CANT  HELP  YOU, 

But  if  you're  sharp  and  want  to 
share  your  view  of  today's  pop  culture  scene 
with  a  loyal  audience,  you're  getting  warmer. 

If  you  also  have  a  passion  for  and  extensive 
knowledge  of  music,  media  and  the  latest 
trends,  then  come  pay  us  a  visit. 


Please  come  with  a  head  shot  and  bio. 
Reels  will  also  be  accepted. 


#"U||Bjuft  values  diversity  in  its  workforce,  and 
"7^^7r~  is  committed  to  employment  equity. 


THE  UNIVERSITY  PROFESSOR 

LECTURE  SERIES 

AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 
2006-2007 


Gender  inequities  in  the 
Global  Viii^e 

Donna  E.  Stewart 

Departments  of  Psychiatry,  Obstetrics 
and  Gynecology,  Medicine.Anaesthesia, 
Family  and  Community  Medicine  & 
Surgery 

Faculty  of  Medicine 

Tuesday,  September  26,  2006 

7:30  pm 

George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  15  Devonshire  Place 

FREE  ADMISSION  •  GENERAL  SEATING  •  DOORS  OPEN  AT  6:30  RM. 


For  more  information,  visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca  or  call  (416)  946-S937. 
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The  UrHverssty  Professor  Lecmre  Series  is  presented  by  the 

Gtoba!  Knowledge  Foundation  and  sponsored  by  the 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  and  the  tiderwood  Foundation 
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((f^Canada  Computers  1 

vU/  www.canadacomputers.com  | 

itepdir  &  Upgrcide 
Services  Availiibie 

Tomorrow's  Professionals 
Apply  Today! 


Apply  On-line! 


Md  a  19" 
Wide  Screen  LCD 
for  only 

$199.99** 

' "  With  purchase  of  0  ^ ^  ^ 


Office@Home2  Intel  Dual  Core** 

Imei'  Pentium*  D  805 


SUhiBRAM.  1 60GB  HDD 
IGx  Double  Layer  DVOtRW 
integrated  Video 
H)/lonMhp5l  AN 
ATX  Mid  Tower  w/ 400w  P5U 
Canon  PIXMA  iPieOO  Printer 
Kingmax  5 1 2Me  USB  Super  Slid 

•After  $SOMa(i-in-!?etwte  ; 

•'Operating  system  nor  included 

Acer  AS5601AWLMi 

iJ'ACe(Ji)7Sr 

Intel'  Core"  Duo  T2050 1.6GHz 
bUMBRAM,  100G8HOD 
r)y!>RW(i)iifll  flrive ),  80/' J 1  b/g 
1 5.4"  IrTiArcr  CrystalBrite) 
WindowrvXPHomo 
Canon  PIXMA  iP1600  Printer 
Kinyrridx  51 2MB  USB  Super  Stick 


Protect 
your 
Computer 
with 


Symaritec  Nortar) 
AtitiVinii  2006  for  only 


Save  $iO  now 


Seagate  Barracuda  7200.10  250G8 
SATA  NCQ  S.OGb/s  16MB  Cache 
Hard  Drive* 

Let's  Install  It 

Idr^.il  for  laving 
up  to  S  DVD  movies   'OEW  i 


oiviD  wdcne 
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Acer  Aspire  3623WXIVir 

Intel*  Ceietm  M '.70 1  .SGHr 
256M6  RAM.  40GB  Hard  Drive 
802.nb/gWLAN,  It.l" LCD 
Csnon  PIXMA  iP1600  Printer 
Kingi  rax  5 1 ZMB  USB  Super  Slick 


** 

Protect  your 
notebook  with 
Kensington 
Microsaver 


Linksys  WRT54GS  Wireless-G 
Broadband  Router  w/Speedbooster 

Built-in  import  full-  duplex  [(520 
10/100  Switch 

Linksys  WMP54GS  Wireless-G  PCI 
Adapter  w/SpeedBooster 

Put  your  PC  wherever  you  want, 
with  no  cabling  hassle 


"After  $5G  Mjii-ifV-S«l>rfl« 
"Operating  syiitm  rjot  ir>duded 


Retractable  Lock 


Logitech  Cordless  Optical  Mouse 
Colour  Select 


Silver/Reci/Bkie 


$24199 
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366  College  St, 
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OMSAS  www.ouac.on.ca/omsas/ 
Ontario  Medica!  School  Application  Service 

September  1 5,  2006;  Last  day  for  registering  for 
on-line  applications 

October  2,  2005:  Appiication  Deadline 


www.ouac.on.ca/olsas/  OLSAS 
Ontario  Law  School  Application  Service 

November  1,  2005:  Application  deadline  -  First  year 
May  1,  2007:  Application  deadline  -  Upper  year 


TEAS  www.ouac.on.ca/teas/ 

Teacher  Education  Application  Service 
December  1,  2006:  Application  deadline 


www.ouac.on.ca/orpas/  ORPAS 

Ontario  Rehabilitation  Sciences  Programs 

Application  Service  ■ 

(Audiology,  Occupational  Therspy,  Piiysical  Therapy/Fiiysiothetapv,  W 
Speech-Language  Pathology''  ^ 
January  15,  2007:  Appiication  deariiinp 


Oxford  Seminars 

www,oi(for(lsemin3rs,com 


ONTARIO  UNIVERSITIES'  APPLICATION  CENTRE 


CENTRE  DE  DEMANDS  D-ADMISSiON 
AUX  UNIVERSIies  DE  LONTARIO 


170  Research  Lane 
Guelph  ON  NIG  5E2 
www.ouac.on.ca 
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The  University  of  Toronto 

Middle  East  History  and  Theory  Workshop  The  Department  of  Near  and  Middle  Eastern  civilizations 

and  the  Department  of  Historical  Studies-UTM  in  collaboration  with  the  Centre  for  Diaspora  and  Transnational  Studies 

present 

Refashioning  the  Arab-Islamic  Worlds 

A  Distinguished  Speaker  Series  on  the  Political  and  Cultural  Transformation  of  the  'Greater  Middle  East' 


A  Public  Lecture 


by 


Michael  C.  Gilsenan 

David  P.  Kriser  Professor  of  the  Humanities 
Opts,  of  IMiddle  East  Studies  and  Social  Anthropology 
New  York  University 

"'We  are  mixed.* 
Fashioning  Aj*ab  identities  between  Hadhramaut 
and  Southeast  Asia  in  the  long  twentieth  century." 

Thursday,  September  21,  2006,  7  p.m. 


by 

Saba  Mahmood 


Assistant  Professor 
Dpts.  of  Social  Anthropology  and  Middle  East  Studies 
University  of  California  at  Berkeley 

On 

"Retooling  Feminism  and  Democracy 
in  the  Service  of  the  New  Empire" 

Thursday,  October  05,  2006,  7  p.m. 


George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  Trinity  College,  15  Devonshire  Place 


The  Middle  East  History  and  Theory  Workshop  would  like  to  acknowledge  the  following  sponsors  at  the  University  of  Toronto:  Centre  for 
Diaspora  and  Transnational  Studies;  Centre  for  Comparative  Literature;  Asia  Institute;  Centre  for  the  Study  of  Religion;  Dpt.  of  Anthropology; 
Bissel-Heyd  Chair  of  American  Studies;  Anti-Racism  and  Cultural  Diversity  Office;  Dean  of  Arts  &  Sciences.  For  further  information,  please 
contact  Jens  Hanssen  jens.hanssen@utoronto.ca,  or  Jennie  Jones  (416)  978  3306 


A  new  school  year  means  new  classes,  new  profs, 
new  books  and  a  new  way  to  bank! 


At  Meridian,  we  are  reinventing  neighbourhood  banking,  and  that  means  every  member  gets  free  financial  coaching 
for  life.  With  the  help  of  a  Meridian  financial  Coach,  you'll  always  know  where  you  stand,  and  where  you're  going. 
It's  one  certainty  in  life  that  you  can  count  on.  Call  416-597-1050  to  book  your  appointment  now. 


For  Immediate  personal  service,  contact 

1-866-592-2226 


To  learn  more  about  Meridian  Credit  Union  vlttt 

www.meridiancu.ca 


Mon.-Wed:  9J0  A.M.  -  4:00  P.M. 
Thurs;  9:00  A.M. -4:00  P.M. 
Fri  930  A.M. -4:00  P.M. 


700  University  Ave 
(University  &  College) 
416-597-1050 


where  real  people  build  lives" 


Meridian" 
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Good  can  triumph,  even  after  this  week 


Yesterday  was  a  beautful  day  to  be 
out  and  about  in  Toronto. 

Concerned  citizens  of  all  back- 
grounds, the  bulk  of  them  young 
people,  joined  together  in  Ramsden 
Park  with  a  true  Canadian  hero. 
General  Romeo  Dallaire,  to  call  the 
governments  of  the  world  to  action 
over  the  genocide  in  Darfur. 

On  Church  St.,  marchers  picked 
up  on  the  spirit  of  last  August's  con- 
ference and  kept  the  focus  on  the  ef- 
forts to  fight  HIV  with  the  city's  17th 
annual  AIDS  Walk  for  Life. 

Veterans,  military  personnel,  and 
supportive  Ontarians  unveiled  a 
monument  at  Queen's  Park  honour- 
ing the  sacrifice  and  contribution 
made  by  Canada's  armed  forces 


►  EDITORIAL  - 

past  and  present. 

At  parks  and  schools  across  our 
city  and  throughout  the  world,  mil- 
lions of  people  of  all  ages  and  abili- 
ties gathered  together  to  continue 
Terry  Fox's  courageous  quest  to 
find  a  cure  for  cancer. 

Behind  Trinity  College,  an  intra- 
mural baseball  team  competed  with 
some  soccer  players  for  field  space, 
joshing  back  and  forth  when  their 
games  crossed  paths. 

And  inside  Museum  station,  a 
smiling  TTC  collector  waved  a  uni- 
formed veteran  through  without 
charge. 


There  are  so  many  moments,  large 
and  small,  that  showcase  the  com- 
munity spirit  and  social  awareness 
of  our  city.  These  are  days  when  we 
reaffirm  and  strengthen  our  reputa- 
tion as  Toronto  the  Good. 

Amidst  this  spirit  and  sense  of 
pride,  however,  there  is  sadness 
over  the  recent  shootings  at  Daw- 
son College  in  Montreal.  It  was  sick- 
ening to  read  of  Kimveer  Gill's  ram- 
page, especially  since  we  take  for 
granted  that  universities  like  ours 
are  by  and  large  safe,  welcoming 
places  in  which  to  gather  and  grow. 

As  students  ourselves,  contempo- 
raries of  Anastasia  De  Sousa — who 
died  in  the  shooting — and  those 
recovering  from  their  wounds,  we 


feel  too  keenly  the  lost  potential 
and  wasted  life  that  this  incident 
brought  about. 

Yet  it  does  little  good  to  blame 
violent  video  games,  goth  culture, 
the  media,  and  the  like  for  the  trag- 
edy in  Montreal.  Realistically,  some 
people  have  psychopathic  tenden- 
cies that  no  amount  of  conditioning 
or  therapy  can  diminish. 

It  also  doesn't  help  to  blame  our 
politicians  and  police  for  not  antici- 
pating the  random  act  of  a  pathetic 
man.  Our  enforcement  officers  are 
well-trained  and  intelligent,  but 
they  cannot  be  everywhere.  There 
are  many  sick  people  out  there  who 
threaten  the  same  things  Gill  did 
online  and  never  actually  deliver. 


What  we  as  a  university  commu- 
nity can  do  is  focus  on  the  good  in 
our  country  this  week  as  a  way  to 
counterbalance,  and  indeed  out- 
weigh, the  bad.  We  can  encourage 
our  disengaged  youth  to  join  com- 
munity activities,  on  a  local  or 
grand  scale,  as  a  way  to  connect  to 
those  around  them.  We  can  ensure 
that  whatever  organization  or  so- 
cial group  we  identify  with  is  open 
to  and  active  in  the  community. 
We  can  offer  our  condolences  and 
prayers  to  the  victims  of  violence 
and  terror  everywhere. 

And  we  can  continue  to  strive  for 
what  is  good  and  fruitful  in  our  lives 
and  in  our  world,  not  in  fear  of  the 
evil  around  us,  but  in  spite  of  it. 


Lists  not  worth  the  wait 

Waiting  list  system  needs  tweaking,  ANDREW  JEHAN  tells  admin 


I applaud  the  Arts  and  Science 
administration  for  their  effort 
to  bring  waiting  lists  to  the 
course  enrolment  system.  Sadly, 
however,  because  of  the  overly 
simplistic  design  of  the  new 
system,  the  waiting  lists  have 
failed  to  make  any  significant 
improvement  for  students,  and 
in  some  cases  have  proven  to  be 
a  major  inconvenience.  Allow  me 
to  briefly  recount  how  the  old 
system  functioned  in  order  to 
clarify  how  waiting  lists  ought  to 
have  been  introduced. 

Last  year,  before  waiting  lists, 
students  would  sign  up  for  as 
many  of  their  top  choices  as  they 
could.  Invariably  they  would  be 
unable  to  get  into  all  of  their  top 
five,  and  so  they  would  round  out 
their  five-course  allotment  with 
less  appealing  choices. 

Having  secured  a  full  schedule, 
students  would  then  try  to  im- 
prove upon  their  courses.  They 
would  log  on  to  ROSI  as  often  as 
possible  in  hopes  that  a  space 
had  come  available  in  their  most 
desired  course.  The  lucky  stu- 
dent who  was  online  at  the  right 
moment  would  quickly  drop  one 
of  their  earlier  choices  to  make 
space  for  the  preferred  option. 

This  year,  students  may  no 
longer  need  to  spend  their  days 
monitoring  ROSI,  but  because 
students  cannot  put  themselves 


on  waiting  lists  when  already 
enrolled  in  five  courses,  the  time- 
saving  benefit  comes  at  an  even 
greater  cost. 

As  always,  students  will  be 
unable  to  get  into  all  of  their 
favourite  courses.  Like  before, 
they  may  get  into,  say,  three,  but 
this  year  they  will  have  a  painful 
choice  about  what  to  do  with 
their  remaining  selections. 

Should  students  sign  up  for 
their  less  preferable  choices 
that  still  have  space  available,  or 
should  they  risk  being  put  on  a 
waiting  list  that  may  never  bear 
fruit?  How  long  should  they  sit  on 
the  waiting  list  as  the  start  date 
looms?  And  if  they  don't  get  into 
the  courses  they  are  waiting  for, 
will  the  less-preferred  choices 
still  be  available  later? 

Under  the  new  system,  stu- 
dents who  want  to  secure  a  full 
set  of  five  courses  will  no  longer 
have  the  opportunity  to  improve 
their  selections  because  they 
will  not  be  eligible  for  the  waiting 
lists.  On  the  other  hand,  students 
who  sit  on  waiting  lists  risk  not 
being  able  to  take  a  full  course- 
load. 

The  solution  to  this  problem 
is  quite  simple.  If  a  student  were 
enrolled  in  five  courses,  but 
wished  to  be  on  the  waiting  list 
for  others,  ROSI  could  allow  that 
student  to  select  the  course  (or 


courses)  which  would  be  auto- 
matically dropped  should  the 
student  be  accepted  into  their 
preferred  choice.  This  system 
would  still  be  fully  automated 
(no  need  for  students  to  log  on  to 
ROSI  to  manipulate  their  sched- 
ules) while  continuing  to  prevent 
students  from  being  enrolled  in 
more  than  five  full  courses. 

This  improved  system  would 
also  allow  the  student  to  be  on 
all  of  the  waiting  lists  (up  to  a 
maximum  of  five  full  courses) 
needed  to  produce  their  ideal 
schedule,  while  alleviating  any 
concern  that  they  might  find 
themselves  with  no  good  options 
for  a  full  courseload  once  classes 
begin. 

The  fact  that  classes  would  be 
automatically  dropped  to  make 
space  for  better  ones  would 
spark  a  chain  reaction  of  stu- 
dents getting  into  more  of  their 
preferred  courses.  Students 
would  end  up  being  generally 
happier  with  their  schedules. 

While  it  may  be  too  late  to  cor- 
rect the  current  waiting  list's  flaw 
in  time  for  this  year's  enrolment, 
1  hope  that  the  administration 
considers  my  suggestion  for 
2007-2008. 

Andrew  Jehan  is  a  student  of 
philosophy  at  U  of  T. 


LETTERS 


threat  for  students  who  attend  one  of 
the  safest  universities  in  one  of  the 
safest  cities  in  the  world. 

The  only  difference  between  that 
poll  and  CNN  screaming  about  im- 
minent death  and  destruction  is  that 
they're  doing  it  for  money,  whereas  I 
can't  think  of  any  reason  why  you'd 
set  aside  integrity  and  pump  fear 
Please  stop  before  you  get  addicted 
to  this  type  of  reporting,  like  your 
colleagues  to  the  south  did  a  few 
years  ago. 

Steve  Durant 


Terror!  Death!  Fear! 
Journalism? 

Re:  varsity.ca  online  poll,  Sept.  14 

Congratulations  on  propelling 
yourselves  from  the  realm  of  respect- 
able journalism  into  CNN  and  Fox 
News'  fear-based  journalism.  Your 
web  poll  question  asking  students 
how  safe  they  feel  is  ridiculous  and 
blatant  fear-mongering.  Of  course 
any  journalist  must  have  the  right 
to  ask  any  question  she  or  he  wants, 
but  as  cliched  as  it  sounds,  rights 
actually  do  come  with  responsibili- 
ties. One  of  those  is  to  put  things  in 
context,  which  is  the  opposite  of 
what  you've  done.  If  they  are  taking 
the  time  to  visit  a  website  or  pick 
up  a  print  piece  aimed  at  some  of 
the  brightest  youth  in  Canada,  your 
readers  have  no  time  for  your  capital- 
izing on  recent  9/11  coverage  (which 
itself  is  capitalizing  on  tragedy  for  ad 
revenue)  in  order  to  turn  an  isolated, 
Montreal-specific  incident  into  a 

//QUOTABLE 


"Show  me  just  what  Muhammad  brought  that  was  new,  and 
there  you  will  find  things  only  evil  and  inhuman,  such  as  his 
command  to  spread  by  the  sword  the  faith  he  preached. " 
-  Manual  Paleologos  11,  a  14th  century  Byzantine  Christian 
emperor,  on  the  nature  of  Islamic  holy  war,  quoted  by  Pope 
Benedict  XVI  during  a  recent  speech  to  academics  in  Germany. 

Just  a  thought.  Your  Holiness,  but  since  you're  the  pope,  people  might 
actually  be  listening  to  those  otherwise  ignored  academic  lectures  given 
by  church  officials.  And  bravo  to  the  radical  Muslims  out  there  for  their 
restrained  reaction — bombing  churches  and  burning  effigies  are  just 
the  thing  to  disprove  such  a  prejudiced  statement  about  Islam  being  a 
violent  religion. 
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STUDENT  &  EDUCATOR  SOFTWARE  DISCOUNTS!  | 


SAVE  UP  TO  85%  OFF  RETAIL  PRICING 


thousands  of  titles  availal^le. 


r 


Adobe  Creative  Suite  Adobe  Studio  I 

2.0  f  rem.um  $^24**  *349'* 


Microsoft  Office  2003 

$279*8 


QuarkXPress  7.0 

$22r 


AutoCad  2007  Adobe  Acrobat  7.0  Pro 

$42998  $19998 


563  Spadina  Ave.  Room  100 
(between  Wilcox  and  College) 
Phone:  416-978-8201 
Website:  womenscentre.  sa.  utoronto.  ca 
Mon-Thu:  11am-6pm 


(t's  our  '20tV\  Aktm.\/ersiiry ..  CdSoratt  witli  wi! 


FileMaker 


ProSJ 


MindManagef 


EndNnI® 


Adobe  Design  Bundle    FileMaker  Pro  8.5 

$50998  $17998 


•3 


Avid  Xpress  PRO  HD         MindManager  Pro  6 


$295 


00 


$14998 


Endnote  X 


FREE 

GUSSROOM  KIT! 


Request  'i  fn'p  ("'.ts^i;  t 
contain. no  cii-c''uit:-  =  I 
posters  *'ir  vot,'  ;ti  i  - 

vww.JoiirneyEd.ca.a;? 


www.JourneyEd.ca 


joumeyEd© 


Fall  Open  House  -  Sep21 , 1 2-5pm 
BatUe,  Beats  &  Rhymes:  Double  Decade 

Sep30,  8:30pm  w/  Faith  Nolan,  Fusilli 
Project,  Spirit  Wind,  drag,  DJs,  more!  @ 
Cecil  Community  Ctr  (58  Cecil  St.),  Tickets 
PWYC  $8-20  from  us  or  TWB  (73  Harbord) 
Licensed/all-ages,  wheelchair  accessible 


cMec\z  ou.r  website  for  more,  eveuvts  g  luvfo! 


Bring  valid  student  ID  &  proof  of  regetration  for  SAC  (full-lime  miy)  & 
GSU  student  opt-out  during  olfice  houis  m  Sept.  only 


Buy  the  phone.  Call  any  phone  in  North  America  for  FREE. 
That's  the  beauty  of  using  VTech  with  Skype. 


Get  it  now  at  vtechcanada.com 

Also  available  at  participating  retailers. 
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TORONTO  INTERNATIONAL  FILM  FESTIVAL,  2006 

From  /\i4x/bon 


lan  chats  with  the  cameras  at  the  Ryerson  Theatre,  Joshua  Jackson  looks  contemplative  at  the  Holt  Renfrew  Party.  Rachel  Weitz  enjoys  the  spotlight  on  the  red  carpet  at  M  Fountain 
piemier  ai  ine  tigin,  manon  toiniara  oasnes  irom  lans  ai  Hoy  i  nompson  naii,  Hidley  Scott  at  the  Sutton  Place  Hotel,  Amy  and  Torquil  from  Stars  at  Hart  House,  Yoko  Ono  peaces  out  at  the  Ryerson  theatre,  Michael  f^oore  speaks  to  the  camera  at  the  Ryerson,  Joy 
Bryant  busts  a  move  at  Roy  Thompson,  the  amazing  Rinko  Kikuchi  shows  Toronto  what  fashion  is  all  about  at  Roy  Thompson,  Jennifer  Lopez  looks  striking  at  the  El  Cantante  red  carpet,  Sacha  Baron  Cohen  from  Borat  kicks  off  the  Film  Festival  at  Ryerson,  Jude  Law 
and  Robin  Wright  Penn  get  cozy  at  the  floi/i/premier,  Russell  Crowe  speaks  passionate  at  the  Sutton  Place  Hotel,  Will  Ferrell  messes  with  The       photographer  at  the  Sutton  Place,  Matt  Damon  with  the  African  Children's  Choir  at  the  One  X  One  dinner  at  the 
Carlu.  Sarah  Polley  at  the  National  Film  Board's  picnic,  Christian  Slater  pops  out  to  his  press  conference  at  the  Sutton  Place,  the  "Canada's  Next  Top  Model"  girls  leave  the  Hello  party  at  Hart  House  in  style,  Britney  Snow  visits  the  Holt  Renfrew  party,  Kadisa  Lediga 
from  Bunny  Chow  toasts  at  the  Astral  media  opening  party,  Aston  and  Demi  get  cozy  on  the  carpet  at  the  MAyopening,  Kate  Winslet  gives  the  thumbs  up  before  signing  autographs,  and  Derek  Luke  poses  under  the  lights  at  the  Elgin  Theatre. 
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No  stopping  you  now. 


We  want  you  to  succeed,  and  all  the  signs  say  GO. 
That's  why  we've  created  an  environment  that's 
conducive  to  personal  and  professional  growth  and 
success.  At  Ernst  &  Young,  we  offer  award-winning 
learning  tools  and  a  range  of  experiences,  so  that 
you  keep  moving  ahead-from  your  very  first  day. 
So  visit  us  on  campus,  or  at  ey.com/us/careers. 

FORTUNE' 

100  BEST 

COMPANiESS 

TO  WORK  FORS 


Audit  •  Tax  •  Transaction  Advisory  Services 

Ml  Ernst  &YOUNG 

Quality  In  Everything  We  Do 

science@thevarsity.ca 
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Science  at  the  speed  of 
water 

Researchers  have  revealed  for 
the  first  time  how  fast  water  mol- 
ecules must  interact  with  proteins 
that  make  up  living  organisms  in 
order  to  support  life.  For  decades, 
the  time  scale  on  which  the  wa- 
ter-protein interaction  works 
has  been  debated,  with  guesses 
ranging  from  a  nanosecond  to  a 
picosecond.  Using  ultra-fast  la- 
ser pulses  to  take  snapshots  of 
water  molecules  moving  around 
a  common  bacterial  protein,  re- 
searchers inserted  a  molecule  of 
tryptophan  into  the  protein  as 
an  optical  probe,  and  then  mea- 
sured how  water  moved  around 
it.  The  laser  studies  of  the  protein 
while  it  was  immersed  in  water 
revealed  that  when  far  from  the 
protein,  water  molecules  moved 
around  each  other  at  typically 
fast  speeds,  each  movement  re- 
quiring only  a  single  picosecond. 
Water  near  the  protein,  however, 
formed  several  layers  that  flowed 
at  slower  speeds.  In  the  innermost 
layer,  each  interaction  of  a  water 
molecule  with  the  protein  re- 
quired at  least  100  picoseconds  to 
complete.  Researchers  concluded 
that  water,  when  supporting  life 
on  a  molecular  level,  must  move  a 
hundred  times  slower  than  when 
alone.  They  propose  that  the  nec- 
essary slowing  down  of  water  is 
nature's  way  of  ensuring  every 
water-protein  interaction  is  right. 
If  water  had  to  speed  up  in  order 
to  interact  with  proteins,  a  bottle- 
neck would  appear  in  everyday 
biological  processes  that  organ- 
isms cannot  afford. 
Source:  PNAS 
— ABIGAIL  SLINGER 

Slow  It  down,  baby 

By  measuring  electrical  activity 
in  the  brains  of  pre-surgical  epi- 
lepsy patients,  researchers  have 
found  the  first  evidence  that  slow 
brain  oscillations,  or  theta  waves, 
"tune  in"  to  the  fast  brain  oscilla- 
tions, called  high-gamma  waves. 
Fast  oscillations  signal  the  trans- 
mission of  information  between 
areas  of  the  brain  and  its  pairing 
with  slow  oscillations  allow  wide- 
ly separated  regions  of  the  brain 
to  coordinate  a  single  complex 
activity.  When  doing  simple  tasks, 
like  listening  to  a  list  of  words, 
researchers  found  that  the  slow, 
theta  oscillations  in  the  hearing 
area  of  the  brain  became  coupled 
with  the  fast,  high-gamma  oscil- 
lations in  the  same  area.  During 
complex  actions,  different  brain 
regions  "tune  in"  to  the  high-gam- 
ma oscillations.  They  transfer  in- 
formation between  regions  more 
easily  when  different  areas  oscil- 
late together  at  the  same  theta 
frequency.  Researchers  propose 
that  high-gamma  waves  regulate 
information  input  and  output  from 
a  small  region  of  neurons  while 
theta  waves  coordinate  different 
regions  of  the  brain.  This  could  be 
a  way  for  the  brain  to  connect  low- 
level  actions  to  high-level  goals. 
Source:  UC  Berkeley  news  service 
— A.S. 


An  ATLAS  for  all  matter 


Nira  Datta 


The  marvelous  discoveries  of  the 
quark  and  gluon  may  soon  give  up 
their  spots  as  physics'  most  revolu- 
tionary developments.  An  interna- 
tional collaborative  effort  is  under- 
way to  unravel  the  most  fundamental 
mysteries  of  the  universe. 
U  of  T  physicist  Professor  Robert 
Orr,  is  the  principle  investigator  of 
the  Canadian  arm  of  the  project  AT- 
LAS and  recently  received  the  2006 
ORION  Discovery  Award  for  his 
work  on  what  is  the  world's  largest 
scientific  experiment. 

"Many  of  the  things  we  see  around 
us  have  to  do  with  mass,  but  nobody 
has  any  idea  where  mass  comes 
from,"  Prof  Orr  explained. 

ATLAS  is  a  particle  detector  exper- 
iment located  at  CERN,  the  world's 
largest  particle  physics  laboratory 
in  Geneva,  Switzerland.  The  experi- 
ment is  made  up  of  several  parts, 
including  an  accelerator  that  speeds 
up  particles  and  steers  their  collision 
toward  ATLAS,  the  particle  detector 
that  measures  and  analyzes  what's 
left  behind.  It  may  revolutionize  the 
field  of  particle  physics  by  provid- 
ing answers  to  questions  that  have 
puzzled  physicists  for  centuries. 

"All  of  space. ..is  permeated  by 
what  we  call  a  quantum  field,  the 
Higgs  field.  Now  if  you  put  energy 
into  this  field  you  can  produce  real 
Higgs  particles  out  of  it,"  explained 
Orr. 

These  subatomic  particles  are 
also  known  as  the  Higgs  bosons,  and 
are  predicted  to  be  responsible  for 
giving  mass  to  elementary  particles, 
which  constitute  all  matter.  Without 
it,  the  universe  as  we  know  it  would 
not  exist. 

The  discovery  of  new  particles 
takes  place  underground  in  a  25  km- 


Blowing  a  boson  to  bits:  An  engineer  works  on  connecting  the  Large  Hadron  Collider,  the  underground  particle  accelerator  that 
speeds  particles  toward  collisions  with  one  another  in  the  ATLAS  detector.  Researchers  hope  the  debris  of  these  collisions  will  lead 
to  the  identification  of  the  Higg's  boson. 


long  circular  tunnel,  spanning  the 
border  between  Switzerland  and 
France,  ending  at  the  ATLAS  par- 
ticle detector  that  will  analyze  the 
subatomic  debris  produced  from  the 
collisions  of  high-speed  protons. 

"[ATLAS]  is  anticipated  to  iden- 
tify a  wide  range  of  particles  that 
we  cannot  see  but  can  detect  gravi- 
tationally,"  explained  Orr,  including 
the  undiscovered  Higgs  boson. 

"It's  as  if  the  universe  is  [in]  a  fro- 
zen state.  It  is  ice  and  we  want  to 
study  the  properties  of  water.  So  we 
have  to  melt  a  little  bit  of  the  universe 


back  into  the  primordial  state." 

The  logistics  of  constructing  and 
operating  a  system  as  large  as  AT- 
LAS has  long-lasting  practical  impli- 
cations. For  example,  superconduc- 
tivity, the  near-perfect  transmission 
of  electrical  energy,  has  only  recent- 
ly been  found  to  be  feasible  at  tem- 
peratures above  absolute  zero. 

"In  building  this  big  superconduct- 
ing accelerator,  we  have  to  develop 
technologies  that  don't  exist  at  the 
moment,"  Orr  explained.  "Super- 
conductivity is  a  very  important 
technology,  and  one  can  imagine 


enormous  gains  in  energy  efficiency, 
such  as  power  transmission,  electric 
motors,  and  trains." 

Orr  further  explained  that  the  use 
of  these  technologies  are  difficult 
to  predict,  but  like  most  physics  re- 
search, the  advances  are  revolution- 
ary in  the  long  run, 

"We  can  do  things  now  that  a  thou- 
sand years  ago  people  thought  were 
just  magic,"  he  said. 

In  its  entirety,  ATLAS  involves 
2,000  scientists  and  engineers  at  151 
institutes  in  34  countries,  and  will  be 
fully  constructed  by  2007. 


Lone  planemo  found  to  be  paired 


Mandy  Lo 


Is  it  star?  No.  Is  it  a  planet?  No.  It's  a 
planemo — and  it  comes  with  a  twin! 

Astronomers  have  discovered  a 
pair  of  planemos  (short  for  plan- 
etary mass  objects)  that  circle  not 
around  a  star  but  around  each  other. 
The  existence  of  such  a  twin  system 
is  surprising  the  astronomy  world 
and  challenging  the  current  under- 
standing of  how  stars  and  planets  are 
formed. 

"The  same  kind  of  process  that 
forms  stars  like  the  sun  seems  to  be 
somehow  able  to  form  objects  that 
are  [a]  hundred  times  lower  [in] 
mass,  and  form  them  as  a  binary,"  ex- 
plained professor  Ray  Jayawardhana 
of  the  department  of  astronomy  and 
astrophysics  at  U  of  T,  who  reported 
this  new  discovery  with  Dr.  Valentin 
D.  Ivanov  of  the  European  Southern 
Observatory  (ESO)  in  the  journal  Sci- 
ence. 

Not  quite  a  star  but  not  quite  a 
planet,  planemos  are  strange  mem- 
bers in  the  family  of  celestial  objects, 
sitting  between  low  mass  stars  and 
giant  planets  like  Jupiter.  Planemos 
are  big  in  size,  roughly  a  third  the 
radius  of  the  sun  when  planemos  are 
young,  although  they  have  very  low 
masses — only  one  per  cent  the  mass 
of  the  sun.  Like  the  sun,  however, 
planemos  do  shine. 


The  planemo  pair,  an  anomaly  in  classifications  of  celestial  bodies. 


"[Planemos]  are  very  faint,  but 
when  they  are  young  they  are  still 
hot,  because  they  are  still  contract- 
ing. They  shine  because  they  convert 
gravitational  energy  into  heat,"  ex- 
plained Jayawardhana. 

Half  of  all  stars  come  in  pairs, 
dubbed  a  binary  star,  and  one  sixth 
of  brown  dwarfs — "failed  stars" 
whose  mass  is  too  low  to  sustain  hy- 
drogen fusion  found  in  stars  but  can 
still  fuse  deuterium,  a  heavier  form  of 
hydrogen — also  come  in  pairs. 

Where  do  planemos  fit  in?  A  few 


dozen  single  planemos,  which  are  too 
low  in  mass  to  fuse  deuterium,  have 
been  discovered  by  scientists  since 
2000.  Ophl622  is  the  first  planemo 
found  to  have  a  companion. 

What  is  fascinating  about  the  dis- 
covery of  this  pair  is  that  they  were 
found  with  no  stars  nearby,  very 
much  unlike  traditional  planets  which 
orbit  around  a  star.  Furthermore, 
they  are  found  in  binary  form — much 
like  many  stars. 

Stars  form  from  clouds  of  gas  and 
dust  that  collapse  as  gravity  pulls 


them  together.  Over  millions  of  years, 
this  spinning  cloud  reaches  a  high 
enough  density  and  temperature  in 
the  core  to  initiate  hydrogen  fusion, 
or  nuclear  fusion,  which  makes  a 
star  shine.  The  gas  and  dust  that  is 
left  in  a  disc  around  newborn  stars 
may  collide  and  accumulate  to  form 
large  chunks  and  eventually  give  rise 
to  planets,  or  other  smaller  objects 
such  as  asteroids  and  comets. 

Jayawardhana  speculates  the  new- 
ly discovered  planemo  twin  may  have 
originated  much  like  stars,  forming 
"out  of  a  contracting  gas  cloud  that 
fragmented,  like  a  miniature  stellar 
binary." 

Jayawardhana  and  Ivanov  esti- 
mated the  planemo  companion  to  be 
about  seven  times  the  mass  of  Jupiter 
whereas  Ophl622  is  about  14  times 
the  mass  of  Jupiter.  Separated  by  35 
billion  kilometers,  or  approximately 
six  times  the  distance  between  Pluto 
and  the  Sun,  the  binary  pair  is  located 
in  the  Ophiuchus  star-forming  region 
about  400  light  years  away. 

The  scientists  were  able  to  deter- 
mine the  pair  is  still  young — barely  a 
million  years  old,  and  too  cold  to  be 
stars. 

"Recent  discoveries  have  revealed 
an  amazing  diversity  of  worlds  out 
there,"  said  Jayawardhana.  "Still,  the 
Ophl622  pair  stands  out  as  one  of  the 
most  intriguing,  if  not  peculiar." 
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Crack,  slash  and  lacrosse 


Post-season  rematch 

In  their  next  game  at  Guelph  on  Septem- 
ber 30,  Copeland  believes  the  team  will 
build  off  of  last  year's  5-4  campaign,  the 
best  in  the  team's  history,  where  they 
lost  in  the  playoffs  to  Bishops  Univer- 
sity, 16-4. 

Sunday,  the  Blues  hosted  the  Gaiter 
team  that  ended  their  first  foray  into  the 
post-season.  While  U  of  T  mustered  a 
better  effort,  the  losing  result  remained 
the  same.  After  trailing  3-2  at  the  end 
of  the  first  half,  thanks  to  goalie  Bryan 
Wyshnicki's  phenomenal  net  play  and 
Robertson's  two  goals,  the  Blues  suf- 
fered two  quick  goals  before  Wyshnicki 
fell  to  an  injury.  Roaming  over  his  net  in 
the  third  quarter,  the  keeper  was  taken 
out  by  two  Bishop  attackers  and  fell 
hard,  not  returning  to  the  game. 

Bairos  came  into  steady  the  Blues. 
The  rookie  played  well,  but  the  injuries 
to  the  Blues,  who  were  already  playing 
without  all-star  attacker  Daniel  Fleming, 
were  too  much  for  U  of  T  to  overcome, 
as  they  were  pinned  for  the  7-2  loss. 

"We  could  have  won  the  game.  We 
should  have  been  up  four  goals  if  we 
had  just  finished  better,"  Copeland  said. 
"I  can  emphasize  how  much  better  we 
played  them  than  last  time.  In  the  end 
we  just  ran  out  of  gas." 


Mid-fielder  Peter  Debrone  watcfies  his  shot  during  the  second  half  of  the  Blues  season 
opener  Saturday.  U  of  T  defeated  Laurier  6-3  at  back  campus. 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


With  the  crack  of  a  stick  slash  and  the 
head  rush  of  a  back  check,  Men's  La- 
crosse got  underway  this  weekend. 
The  Blues  (1-1)  plan  on  getting  back  to 
where  they  left  the  field  last  year:  in  the 
post-season. 

As  Head  Coach  Wayne  Copeland 
began  his  second  season  helming  the 
squad,  he  spoke  of  the  enthusiasm  that 
surrounds  the  team. 

"There's  more  of  an  intensity  pres- 
ent," Copeland  said.  "We  have  more 
players  than  ever  before,  and  with 
that  we  will  have  a  more  balanced  at- 
tack. The  team  also  has  broadened  the 
coaching  staff,  both  of  whom  will  help 
us  achieve  a  better  overall  strategy  for 
each  game." 

New  Staff  and  players 

Joining  Copeland  on  the  sidelines  are 
defensive  coach  Jordan  Wilkinson  and 
bench  coach  Todd  Wilffrey.  The  staff 
rounds  out  with  Derek  Collins  and  Scott 
Reid,  who  return  to  instruct  the  goalies 
and  offence. 

The  Blues  welcomed  25  players  to 
the  off-season  tryouts,  with  the  crop 
yielding  eight  rookies.  Most  notable 
of  the  new  faces  was  JonCarlo  Bairos. 
A  goaltender  who  played  at  St.  Mike's 
high  school  last  year,  Bairos  was  the 
MVP  of  the  Greater  Toronto  HS  La- 
crosse league. 

"He's  tremendous  in  net,  and  we  thor- 
oughly enjoy  his  presence  on  the  team," 
Copeland  said. 

Other  rookies  playing  in  front  of  Bai- 
ros include  defenders  Andre  Bruno  and 
Jonathan  Moore. 

Returning  stalwarts  include  brothers 
Jon  and  Nick  Reed,  with  Jon  captaining 
the  defence  and  Nick  pacing  the  attack. 
Other  veterans  include  Dan  Flemming, 
Ian  Parrag,  and  Adam  Robertson,  three 


players  from  whom  Copeland  expects 
big  things. 

While  a  strong  and  youthful  core 
is  a  positive  for  the  Blues,  the  team's 
weakness  will  be  the  lack  of  size  in  its 
defence.  U  of  T  lost  Steve  Hoar  to  gradu- 
ation, a  massive  mid-fielder  who  took 


the  majority  of  the  face-offs  last  year. 
Replacing  a  league  MVP  who  the  team 
revolved  around  will  be  a  process. 

"We're  a  little  small  strategically,"  Co- 
peland said.  "We're  not  going  to  over- 
whelm anyone.  As  a  result,  we  will  need 
to  work  a  lot  harder  on  offence.  We 


have  a  new  face-off  guy  in  Beau  Bassett, 
who's  winning  more  than  50  per  cent  of 
the  draws,  and  in  a  field  game,  winning 
face-offs  is  a  big  deal." 


Bruising  battle 

The  lack  of  conditioning  could  have 
been  a  result  of  playing  Wilfrid  Laurier 
the  day  before.  From  the  opening  face- 
off  skirmish  to  the  pile  of  checked  bod- 
ies that  cleared  with  the  closing  whistle, 
U  of  T  defeated  the  Golden  Hawks  6-3  in 
a  bruising  battle  at  back  campus. 

Laurier  was  supported  by  its  physi- 
cally big  defence,  which  did  not  so 


much  swarm  the  Blues  attackers  as  en- 
gage them  in  combat.  U  of  T  came  out 
gunning,  peppering  three  quick  shots 
at  the  Golden  Hawk  net,  but  with  no 
tally  to  show  on  the  board. 

It  was  Laurier  that  struck  first,  as 
Chadd  Murphy  blew  by  Jon  Reed  and 
marked  the  first  goal  of  the  match.  The 
Blues  would  later  tie  it,  taking  advan- 
tage of  a  Golden  Hawk  penalty.  After 
having  the  power  play  attack  snuffed 
out  with  a  stick  save,  the  Laurier  goal- 
tender  Tyler  Handley  gave  the  ball  right 
back  and  Nick  Reed  capitalized  on  the 
mistake,  scoring  to  keep  the  teams 
neck-and-neck  at  the  half. 

The  off-season  rust  was  noticeable 
on  the  Blues.  When  crisp  passes  to 
open  men  were  needed,  they  went  over 
the  outstretched  sticks  of  the  would-be 
scorers  instead. 

First-game  kinks  were  shed  as  Rob- 
ertson put  an  end  to  the  tie,  sneaking 
a  low  shot  past  a  screened  Handley  to 
put  the  Blues  up  2-1.  Soon  after,  a  nifty 
pass  from  mid-fielder  Mike  Harding  set 
up  a  beautiful  goal  by  Peter  Debrone  as 
the  Blues  went  up  3-1. 

It  was  all  Robertson  after  that.  The 
Blues'  mid-fielder  scored  four  gocils, 
including  the  next  three,  his  second 
being  especially  nice.  Slashing  through 
the  teeth  of  the  Laurier  defense,  Robert- 
son beat  two  defenders  and  shot  over  a 
third,  his  rifled  ball  tucked  in  to  the  bot- 
tom left  corner  of  the  net. 

The  game  was  essentially  over  at  that 
point,  with  Robertson's  fourth  and  two 
meemingless  Laurier  gocds  bringing  the 
end  result  to  6-3.  The  Golden  Hawk's 
neediness  for  cohesive  play  turned  vio- 
lent as  their  overall  lack  of  talent  and 
technique  left  them  with  only  brawn  to 
turn  to.  Openly  hitting  the  U  of  T  play- 
ers when  they  could,  Laurier  left  the 
Blues  with  some  black  and  blues,  but 
that  didn't  stop  them  from  wallowing 
in  defeat. 


STUDY  A  MASTER  OF  TEACHING  IN  AUSTRALIA 


Griffith  University  is  one  of  Australia's  most  progressive,  innovative 
and  dyiidmic  univeraUcb  and  ib  sUdleyicoiiy  locdled  m  AubUdiui. 
fastest  growing  region  -  the  flourishing  Brisbane-Gold  Coast  corridor. 
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prc-gram  are  avaiiabie  tor  commencement  in  2007,  but  filling  quickly 
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350  Dalhousie  Street.  Ottawa 

Monday  25  September  2006 
6.30pm  to  8.30pm 
Travel  Lodge  1  lotel 
1401  Paris  Court,  Sudbury 

Please  contact  i<OM  Consultants  for  further  information: 

KOM  Consultants 

PC  Box  60524 

Mountain  Pla2a  Postal  Outlet 

Hamilton,  Ontario  L9C  7N7 

Phone;     905  318  8200 

Email:  info@komconsultants.com 


www.9riff1th.edu.au/intemational 


Griffith 

UNIVERSITY 


CRIC0SProv:<!«.  Nuito  00233E 


Queensland.  Australia 


THIS  WEEK'S  GAMES 

RUGBY  -  Back  Campus 

Men  vs.  Brock  3  p.m. 

Wed.  Sept.  20 

Men  vs.  Guelph  3  p.m. 

Sun.  Sept  24 

Women  vs. Trent  I  p.m. 

Sun. SepL  24 

SOCCER  -  Birchmount  Stadium 

Men  vs.  Carleton  i  p.m. 

SatSept  23 

Women  vs.  Carleton  3  p.m. 

Sat.  Sept.  23 

Women  vs.  Ottawa  2  p.m. 

Sun.  Sept.  24 


12  MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  18,2006 


Talk  for  hours  with  hot  exchange  students. 

Get  unlimited  local  calling  for  the  entire  school  year 


Samsung  A840 
Camera  phone 

$0* 

3  year  contract 


LG  8100 
Music/TV/Camera/ 
Video  phone 

$49.99* 

3  year  contract 


Student  Only 

$40, 


'/month^ 

■  Unlimited  incoming  calls 

■  Unlimited  night  and  weekend  calling 

■  Lots  of  anytime  and  Canadian  long  distance  minutes* 

■  Lots  of  SPARK  features  including  messaging"  and  Web" 

PLUS,  get  UNLIMITED  local  calling  for  up  to  8  months" 


;:€^TELUS 

the  future  is  friendly 


For  more  details  on  this  great  offer,  visit  your  TELUS  store,  authorized  dealer,  retailer,  telus.com/student  or  call  1  -866-264-2966. 

©Radioshack.  vmmm 


TELUS  STORES  &  AUTHORIZED  DEALERS 
Toronto  -  University  of  Toronto 

Toronto  Eaton  Centre 
1416)205-9489 


Batteries 

-N-  rni.-(gs 


Bungee  Wireless 
464  Danforth  Ave. 
(416)  465-7550 


CellCity  Communications 
Toronto  Eaton  Centre 
(416)  341-8822 


Cellular  Systems 
25  Davenport  Rd. 
(416)923-9300 


TELUS  Store 

150  Bloor  St,  West 

(416)  925-3850 


Offer  available  until  September  30. 2006,  Ptione  availability  and  prices  may  vary.  *Effective  net  price  based  on  a  3  year  contract  after  in-store  discount  or  invoice  credit  on  your  future  TELUS  monthly  bill,  tTaxes,  long  distance,  additional  airtime.  roaming,  pay-per-use 
charges,  monthly  system  access  fee  and  monthly  enhanced  911  service  access  charges  are  extra,  tUp  to  100  anytime  and  100  long  distance  minutes  within  Canada.  **Up  to  100  text,  picture  or  video  messages.  Premium  messaging  not  included  ttOn  sites  listed  on 
the  TELUS  portal,  not  including  selected  premium  sites,  liStudents  who  sign  up  with  their  Student  ID  until  September  30. 2006  on  a  1, 2  or  3  year  contract  will  receive  1, 2  or  8  months  respectively  of  unlimited  local  calling,  ©  2006  TELUS 


Come  play  for  our  team 
write  for  sports 
sports@tlievarsity.ca 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


« Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

*  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

*  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

«  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 
» Internationally  Recognized  Certificate  i 
«  Teacher  Placement  Service 
«  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 
»  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students  | 

J  Oxford  i 

SEMINARS 

416-924-3240I1-800-JI9-1779 
www.oxfordsemlnars.com 


'Cheapest  &  Best 
Student  Bar  in  Toronto" 

Stuijent  Travel  Guide.  London,  UK 


Wstpo 


422  College  St,  E  of  Bothurst 
Open  4pm  to  2am  everyday 


HELP  WANTED 


GAIN  VALUABLE  TEACHING 
EXPERIENCE! 

Animated  children's  presenters  needed 
to  present  fun  &  hands-on  activities  in 
elementary  schools.  Car  and  exp.  with 
kids  req'd.  Cool  activities.  Pay;  $22.50/1 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5282  Ext  31  or  email: 
employment@madscience.on.ca 

PART  TIME  TECH  SUPPORT  POSITION 

Must  be  outgoing,  vk-illing  to  leam,  have 
excellent  problem  solving  skills,  be  familiar 
with  Windows  clients,  servers,  and  net- 
works. Vehicle  required  for  downtown  and 
OTA  travel.  Email  jobs@asynchronsystems. 
com  or  fax  416-924-999(1 


EGG  DONOR 

Healthy,  aged  21-32  yrs,  sought  by 
prof,  married  gay  couple.  Contact 
twosearchingdads@hotmail.com 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


THREE  BEDROOM  APARTMENT 

With  spacious  kitchen  and  bathroom  on 
Euclid  Avenue  just  North  of  Bloor  St.W., 
five  minutes  walk  to  two  subway  stations. 
Very  quiet  atmosphere,  no  smokers  and 
no  pets.  It  can  be  shared.  For  information 
call416-,535-4295. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


DON'T  PARK  YOUR  BRAIN  AT  THE 
DOOR 

Stimulating  worship  and  warm  friendships 


CLASSIFIEDS 


at  Bloor  Street  United  Church.  10;30  a.m. 
Sundays  at  the  corner  of  Bloor  and  Huron, 
all  welcome,  groups.myspace/progressive 
church 


FOR  SALE 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 


MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

COMPU-FRIEND 
NEED  COMPUTER  HELP? 

Set  Ups  and  Installation,  Networking, 
Troubleshooting,  Virus  Removals.  We 
come  to  you!  On-site  Service.  Cheap 
Rates!  Call  us  today  416-886-3330, 
www.compu-friend.ca 

ENGLISH/ESSAY  HELP! 

Flexible  hours.  Reasonable  rates.  Certi- 
fied teacher.  Near  U  of  T.  416-568-1646. 

10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  orsignup.  Just  dial  10-10-940 
before  your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on 
your  local  Bell  bill,  www.1010940.com 


EDITING 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and  dis- 
sertations, from  style  to  format.  APA 
style  a  speciality.  Mary  Anne  Carswell, 
MA,  MEd,  mcarswell@.svmpatico.ca  , 
416-303-3106. 


Advertise  in 


^^fVARSITY 


ads@thevarsity.ca 
416-946-760^ 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email.  DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue- 
Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon.  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6.  Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO'S  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SINCE  1880 


Students  at  the  at  the  University  of  Northern  British  Columbia  are  lectured  via  videoconference.  Starting  next  fall,  U  of  T  medical  students  will  be  taught  in  a  similar  way 


When  a  student  raises  their  hand  during  a 
lecture,  the  professor  who  answers  the 
question  is  usually  not  30  kilometres 

away. 

Yet  this  type  of  long-distance  interaction  will  be 
played  out  daily  at  U  of  T  come  next  fall — and  it 
will  not  be  the  only  technology-inspired  changes 
that  students  will  soon  find  themselves  adjusting 
to  either. 

"The  fact  that  it's  a  thousand  kilometres  away  ac- 
tually doesn't  seem  to  make  that  much  of  a  differ- 
ence," said  Dr.  David  Snadden,  the  associate  dean 
of  the  Northern  Medical  Program. 

It  has  been  three  years  since  students  first  start- 
ed videoconference  lectures  at  the  University  of 
Northern  British  Columbia's  new  Northern  Medi- 
cal Program — a  joint  program  with  the  University 
of  British  Columbia  and  the  University  of  Victoria's 
Island  Medical  Program. 

Through  a  setup  involving  video  screens  at  ei- 
ther end  of  the  classroom — so  that  both  students 
and  professors  see  the  same  content  without  hav- 
ing to  crane  their  necks — professors  deliver  their 
lectures  to  one  room  with  actual  students,  and. 


over  an  audio  and  video  link,  to  the  remaining  two 
distanced  classrooms. 

Students  with  burning  questions  are  able  to 
interrupt  a  professor  1,000  kilometres  away  by 
activating  their  microphone  and  having  a  camera 
automatically  zoom  in  on  them. 

A  similar  setup  will  go  online  next  fall  at  UTM, 
when  U  of  T's  fourth  medical  academy  opens  its 
doors  there.  With  the  yearly  intake  of  undergradu- 
ate medical  students  set  to  grow  to  224  from  198 
next  year,  the  medical  faculty's  current  location 
in  the  Medical  Sciences  Building  is  already  too 
cramped. 

Enter  videoconferencing,  which  is  expected  to 
take  on  a  role  in  educating  the  students  in  the  Un- 
dergraduate Medical  Education  (UME)  program  at 
the  St.  George  campus,  as  well  as  at  UTM,  where 
additional  faculty  will  be  hired  to  broadcast  lec- 
tures of  their  own  to  students  at  the  downtown 
campus.  It  will  cost  $3.7  million  to  rig  up  class- 
rooms at  St.  George  and  UTM  for  this  purpose. 

The  co-chair  of  the  planning  committee  for  the 
expansion  of  the  UME  program  to  Mississauga, 
Dr.  Jay  Rosenfield,  claimed  that  the  experience 


will  be  more  interactive  than  large  lecture  halls 
"where  you  can't  hear  people  in  the  back  and  the 
lighting's  not  good." 

Justin  Chan,  the  president  of  the  medical  society 
at  U  of  T  medical  school  saw  some  other  benefits. 

"As  medical  students,  we  have  a  vast  amount  of 
information  to  absorb  in  four  short  years.  Incor- 
poration of  new  technologies  that  facilitate  learn- 
ing makes  this  challenge  a  little  less  daunting." 

"Your  gut  reaction  is  this  will  never  be  as  good 
as  the  real  thing,  but  in  fact  it's  turned  out  to  be 
at  least  as  good  as  the  real  thing,"  said  Snadden, 
who  also  said  that  students  seem  to  prefer  the  vid- 
eoconference lectures  due  to  the  high  sound  and 
image  quality. 

Though  some  students  may  have  an  optimistic 
view  on  the  way  technology  is  being  implemented 
in  their  classrooms,  their  opinion  is  not  shared  by 
all  the  actors  at  the  university.  Kenneth  Bartlett, 
director  of  the  office  of  teaching  advancement, 
has  a  different — and,  he  stresses,  personal — view 
on  technology's  role  in  the  classroom. 

SEE  TEACHING' -PG  3 
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David  Nayior,  look  out 

University  presidents  may  now 
be  fair  game  for  lawsuits  after  a 
ruling  last  week  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada. 

Daniel  Freeman-Maloy  is  seek- 
ing damages,  reports  the  National 
Post,  after  the  president  of  York 
suspended  him  for  three  years 
and  did  not  provide  him  with  a 
venue  to  appeal  the  decision  after 
the  former  took  part  in  a  couple 
of  protests. 

Freeman-Maloy  alleges  that 
Yorkpresident  Lorna  Marsden 
committed  a  breach  of  duty  as  an 
official  in  a  public  office,  libel,  and 
a  breach  of  academic  freedom. 

York  lawyers  had  argued  that 
university  presidents  are  inde- 
pendent and  cannot  be  sued  as 
public  officials.  Though,  now  that 
the  sec  has  denied  this  appeal, 
the  lawyers  plan  to  continue 
this  line  of  argument,  as  well  as 
arguing  that  Marsden  did  nothing 
wrong  in  the  first  place. 
-KEVIN  WONG 

Taskforce  on 
Islamophophia  kicks  off 

The  Canadian  Federation  of 
Students'  (CFS)  task  force  on 
Islamophobia  kicked  off  at  U 
of  T  on  Wednesday,  with  a  Hart 
House  hearing  September  aimed 
at  garnering  the  needs  of  U  of  T's 
Muslim  population. 

The  members  of  the  taskforce 
are  encouraging  students  to  step 
forward  and  make  public  state- 
ments on  the  matter  in  a  series 
of  events  at  Ontario  university 
campuses. 

"When  Muslim  students  at 
Ryerson  were  targeted,  students 
across  the  province  realised 
that  we  needed  to  come  together 
to  promote  inclusive  campus 
communities,  so  we  launched  a 
campaign  against  Islamophobia, 
Anti-Semitism  and  racism,"  said 
Jesse  Greener,  CFS  Ontario  chair- 
person. 

The  CFS  will  compile  its  find- 
ings into  a  report  that  it  plans  to 
release  on  the  international  Day 
to  End  Racism,  in  March  2007. 
-SANA  AHMED 


Mayoral  race  strikes  sparks  at  Innis 


Adnan  Khan  &  Josef  Szende 

VARSITY  STAFF  

The  first  mayoral  debate  between 
Mayor  David  Miller  and  councillor 
Jane  Pitfield  presented  contrasting 
visions  on  improving  public  transit 
and  tackling  the  city's  garbage  prob- 
lem. 

The  two  candidates  spoke  at  Innis 
College  Town  Hall  on  Monday,  kick- 
ing off  a  series  of  public  discussions 
about  Toronto's  future  that  the  col- 
lege is  hosting  in  the  run-up  to  mu- 
nicipal elections  on  Nov.  13. 

Pitfield  promised  a  city-wide  refer- 
endum on  the  Gardiner  expressway. 
On  transit,  she  said  "the  TTC  needs 
a  complete  overhaul." 

On  transit  issues.  Miller  high- 


lighted the  success  of  the  recent 
changes  to  the  TTC's  daily,  weekly 
and  monthly  passes.  "When  people 
have  a  pass  they  commit  to  public 
transit.  We  know  people  will  be  wait- 
ing for  the  bus." 

He  defended  his  decision  to  grant 
a  Thunder  Bay  company  the  contract 
to  build  subway  cars,  while  Pitfield 
criticized  the  lack  of  research  done 
into  the  arrangement.  Pitfield  asked 
why  Torontonians  should  care  about 
helping  Northern  Ontario  with  jobs, 
when  $100  million  might  have  been 
saved  by  outsourcing  to  China.  Mill- 
er retorted  that  giving  jobs  to  Cana- 
dians was  a  priority,  as  was  building 
stable  relations  with  the  provincial 
government. 

Miller  also  preferred  dedicated 


lane  buses,  such  as  in  Ottawa,  and 
streetcars  like  the  current  Spadina 
and  the  future  right-of-way  streetcar 
lanes  on  St.  Clair  Street.  This  will 
cost  $65  million,  compared  to  $2.1 
billion  for  the  proposed  York  sub- 
way extension. 

Pitfield  was  vague  on  what  exact- 
ly she  would  do  on  transit.  She  did 
state  that  "although  subways  are  ex- 
pensive they  are  the  best  way." 

On  a  few  occasions  the  candidates 
parted  from  their  municipal  policy 
script  to  make  personal  swipes  at 
each  other.  At  one  point,  Pitfield 
accused  Miller  of  causing  the  TTC 
wildcat  strike  in  May. 

As  Miller  began  to  respond.  Pit- 
field  interjected,  with  her  support- 
ers backing  her  up  with  applause. 


Miller  simply  replied,  "Is  it  my  turn 
to  speak  now?" 

On  the  issue  of  garbage,  Pitfield 
supported  incineration  such  as  Hal- 
ton's  "waste-to-energy"  facility.  She 
is  also  keen  on  introducing  garbage 
bag  tags  to  limit  household  waste. 
Miller,  meanwhile,  touted  waste  re- 
duction through  composting  and  re- 
cycling programs,  as  well  as  minor 
landfilling.  (He  announced  plans  to 
build  a  new  landfill  in  Ontario  near 
London  on  Wednesday.) 

Afterward,  the  candidates  an- 
swered audience  questions.  Asked 
about  the  older  age  of  the  crowd, 
Miller  said  he  wished  there  had 
been  more  students. 
"I'd  like  to  see  them  here.  They're 
smarter  than  us,"  he  said. 


//COUNTDOWN  TO  NOV.  13 


Nearly  every  week  until  the 
municipal  elections,  public 
meetings  and  debates  at  Innis 
College  Town  Hall  and  Hart  House 
will  examine  some  of  Toronto's 
most  pressing  concerns: 

EDUCATION:  Issues  facing  Toronto 
schools  are  the  order  of  the  next 
Tuesday,  Sept.  26,  at  Innis,  at  6:30 
p.m. 

CITY  PLANNING:  Former  city  planner 
Paul  Bedford  speaks  on  Tuesday, 
Oct.  3,  at  Innis,  at  6:30  p.m. 

MAYORAL  DEBATE:  Hart  House  Great 
Hall,  on  Monday,  Oct.  23, 6:30  p.m. 

GARBAGE:  To  burn  or  not  to?  Lars 
Henriksson,  from  the  Swedish 
consulate,  discusses  the  arguments 
Tuesday,  Oct.  31,  at  Innis,  6:30  p.m. 
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VARSITY  NEWS 


news@thevarsity.ca 


//INTERNATIONAL  new: 


Edginess  in  Thailand 
after  a  bloodless  coup 

BANGKOK  —  Martial  law  is  in  effect  through- 
out Thailand  after  a  cadre  of  senior  officers, 
led  by  Army  Commander  Sonthi  Boonyaratglin, 
sent  columns  of  tanks  rumbling  into  Bangkok  on 
Tuesday. 

But  though  ousted  prime  minister  Thaksin 
Shinawatra  was  massively  unpopular  in  Bang- 


kok, the  mood  on  the  streets  is  one  of  apprehen- 
sion. (Thailand  has  seen  17  coups  in  the  past 
century,  most  of  which  resulted  in  a  period  of 
oppressive  military  rule.) 

Much  of  it  stems  from  the  fact  that  Thailand's 
revered  King  Bhumibol  has  yet  to  comment  on 
the  coup.  Though  his  role  is  largely  symbolic,  the 
King  holds  enormous  sway  among  his  people. 

His  personal  intervention  brought  an  end  to 
military  rule  after  the  last  coup  in  1991.  He  also 
settled  an  impasse  over  the  election  results  ear- 
lier this  year. 

The  importance  of  royal  support  was  not 
lost  on  the  revolutionaries.  Soldiers  tied  yellow 


bands  to  their  rifles  and  tank  barrels,  signifying 
loyalty  to  the  King.  They  have  since  declared  that 
they  have  the  King's  support  for  their  actions. 
But  although  they  were  granted  a  royal  audience 
on  the  same  night  that  they  took  power,  the  King 
himself  has  yet  to  comment  on  the  unfolding 
turmoil. 

Thaksin  retains  significant  support  in  Thai- 
land, among  the  rural  workers  as  well  as  among 
many  segments  of  the  military.  For  decades  the 
King  has  been  a  stabilizing  force  in  Thai  politics. 
It  now  remains  to  be  seen  how  his  considerable 
influence  will  play  out  in  the  current  crisis. 
-MIKE  KARANICOLAS 


NEED 

ART 

SUPPLIES?  » 


Free  Toolboxl 

Present  this  coupon  for 
a  free  toolbox,  while 
supplies  last. 

No  purchase  necessary. 


asssiiubiits 


m0 


$169.99 


$4.99 


STOREWiDE 
Back  to  School  Sale 

Monday  August  28th  -  Saturday  September  30th 

Hours:  Monday-Friday  8:30am-7;30pm  Saturday  10i)0am-6;00pm  Sunday  1 2:OOpm-5^)0pm 
Win  Your  Purchase  -  Every  day  one  lucky  Aboveground  customer  will  see  red  stars  on  their 
receipt  and  win  that  purchase!* 

Student  Discount  -  Just  present  a  valid  Student  !D  card  and  SAVE  1 0%  on  top  of  our  already 
discounted  prices!* 

Located  right  next  door  to  OCAO   74  McCaul  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5T  3K2 
Phone  416.591.1601  Toll  Free  1.800.591. 161S  www.abovegroundartsuppIies.com 


^En,More  shopping  oniy.  All  5pec(a!s  «/e  avsifabJe 
Gri  a  n^st  come  fifsi  served  basis  while  suppiies  (asl. 
Aboveground    servfts  the  right  ic  limii  quamilf^s. 
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INTERNATIONAL  UNIVERSITY  FAIRS 


100  UNIVERSITIES  FROM 
USA,  UK  AND  ABROAD 


The  CBC 

250  Front  St.  W. 

across  from  the  Convention  Centre) 


GRADUATE  FAIR 

Sunday,  October  1st 
11:00  am  -  5:00  pm 


UNDERGRADUATE  FAIRS 

Friday,  September  29th 
12:00  pm  -  5:00  pm 

Saturday,  September  30th 
11:00  am  -  5:00  pm 


SAY  CHEESE:  A  soldier  on  a  tank  in  front  of  Anantasamakom  Throne  Hall,  in  downtown 
Bangkok,  posed  for  the  crowds  on  Wednesday.  Senior  army  officers  launched  a  coup 
d'etat  against  embattled  Thai  prime  minister  Thaksin  Shinawatra  on  Tuesday,  while  the 
latter  was  readying  for  a  speech  to  the  U.N.'s  General  Assembly  in  New  York. 
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TEACHING'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

"The  technology  that  1  prefer  most 
is  the  technology  of  the  human 
brain,"  said  Bartlett.  "When  asked  if 
I  need  A/V  equipment,  I  say,  can  they 
hear  me,  can  they  see  me?  Well  then, 
there's  A/V  equipment  right  there." 

There  is  a  human  element  that  is 
lost,  said  Bartlett,  through  allowing 
technology  to  "become  a  crutch  that 
compensates  for  dynamic  classroom 
involvement."  The  human  element  is 
something  that  universities  tradition- 
ally produce  by  engaging  students  in 
discussion  and  creating  a  sense  of 
collegiality,  which  Bartlett  said  has 
contributed  to  the  survivability  of 
the  university  institution  over  the 
ages. 

"The  University  of  Toronto  does  not 
do  distance  education,  and  I  don't 
think  it  ever  should  because  it's  not 
our  strength,"  Bartlett  said.  "The 
most  effective  way  of  teaching  is  to 
be  in  a  room  with  live  people  engaged 
in  discussion  about  ideas  and  words 
that  aren't  mediated  by  technology," 
For  Sylvia  Young,  a  third-year  UTSC 
health  studies  major,  the  human  ele- 
ment is  a  tangible  feeling  of  encour- 
agement that  occurs  when  being 
surrounded  by  students  in  a  lecture 
hall  as  opposed  to  watching  recorded 
lectures  provided  by  the  same  pro- 
fessor. 

"I  actually  paid  more  attention  going 
into  a  class  instead  of  watching  it  on- 
line, because  everyone's  around,  the 
professor's  right  there... motivating 
me  to  learn,"  she  said. 

Despite  a  student's  best  efforts  to 
resist  technology's  influence  and  dis- 
tractions within  a  classroom,  it  may 
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be  a  futile  effort — at  least  for  students 
with  wandering  eyes  in  lecture  halls 
that  are  lit  by  lights  from  the  ceiling 
and  the  dim  glow  of  a  growing  num- 
ber of  student-owned  laptops. 

"1  see  people  playing  games  in  class 
and  it's  kind  of  distracting  for  me,  like 
when  they  sit  right  in  front  of  me," 
said  Young. 

"I  just  think  having  a  laptop  makes 
you  less  focused  and  less  likely  to 
pay  attention  in  class  and  that  you're 
missing  out  on  a  lot  of  things." 

And  laptop  use  at  UTSC  is  grow- 
ing, according  to  Zoran  Piljevic,  the 
assistant  manager  of  informational 
and  instructional  technology  servic- 
es at  UTSC.  The  number  of  wireless 
connections  on  UTSC's  network  has 
grown  substantially  with  170  users 
last  spring,  and  with  140  just  in  the 
first  week  of  this  fall  term.  Piljevic  is 
not  surprised,  since  the  price  of  a  lap- 
top has  fallen. 

For  Kenneth  Bartlett,  however,  the 
key  is  to  treat  technology  as  what  it 
is,  a  tool. 

"It  should  be  seen  as  something  that 
is  ancillary  to  the  basic  function  of  a 
lecture  or  seminar,"  he  says,  adding 
that  the  best  classes  have  students 
passing  ideas  around,  rather  than 
just  a  back-and-forth  motion  between 
TA  and  student. 

"That's  what  we  should  be  aiming 
for — a  dynamic  environment  of  mu- 
tual learning  and  intellectual  growth." 


//SIMCOEHALL 


A  look  at  some  of  the  initiatives  making  their 
way  through  the  U  of  T  Governing  GouncH's 
boards  and  committees  this  fall: 

St.  George  campus  centre 

Next  week,  the  University  Affairs  board  is 
due  to  review  a  report  that  will  recommend 
the  addition  of  another  "major  node"  of 
student  life  on  the  St.  George  campus.  The 
report  has  been  in  the  works  since  spring 
2005,  after  a  non-binding  student  refer- 


endum yielded  57  per  cent  support  for  the 
idea. 

Paying  for  it  will  require  a  student  levy 
through  a  SAC  referendum.  The  report  rec- 
ommends that  the  university  pitch  in  50 
cents  for  every  student  levy  dollar  raised. 

Policy  wonk  paradise? 

The  groundwork  is  also  being  laid  for  the 
founding  of  a  school  for  public  policy  and 
government,  which  will  offer  a  new  degree, 


a  Master's  of  Public  Policy,  starting  next  fall. 
At  Monday's  planning  and  budget  commit- 
tee meeting,  however,  one  governor  drew 
attention  to  the  school's  preliminary  budget, 
which  would  allocate  $215,000  for  organiz- 
ing conferences  and  symposia  out  of  its 
yearly  $1.7  million  cost  in  its  third  year. 
-MIKE  GHENU  I 

I 

Simcoe  Hall  is  an  occasional  column  that  M 
tracks  the  goings-on  at  U  of  T's  Governing  % 
Council.  I 
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Loopy  CUPE 

Union's  divisive  resolution  needlessly  inflames  Mideast  debate 
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Alexandra  Molotkow 


Writing  about  anj^Jiing  even  remotely 
related  to  the  Israel/Palestine  conflict 
requires  a  careful  step,  whicfi  makes 
Resolution  50  from  CUPE  Ontario 
(the  provincial  wing  of  the  Canadian 
Union  of  Public  Employees)  all  the 
more  open  to  debate. 

The  resolution — passed  during  a 
recent  convention  in  Ottawa — signals 
CUPE  Ontario's  inclusion  in  a  global 
campaign  for  "boycott,  divestment 
and  sanctions  against  Israel  until 
that  state  recognizes  the  Palestinian 
right  to  self-determination."  While  it 
is  within  CUPE's  constitution  to  make 
such  resolutions  in  solidarity  with  in- 
ternational workers,  this  is  very  much 
a  loaded  issue. 

Though  the  resolution  was  passed 


unanimously  at  the  meeting,  it  does 
not  reflect  a  true  consensus  among 
CUPE  Ontario's  constituents.  While 
many  support  the  decision,  a  num- 
ber staunchly  oppose  it.  Some  mem- 
bers— such  as  Local  265 — have 
renounced  their  union  membership 
altogether  in  the  aftermath. 

While  criticising  Israel's  policies 
is  not  tantamount  to  anti-Semitism, 
it's  a  very  difficult  topic  to  broach 
without  the  critic  being  perceived  as 
such.  In  a  media  release,  Jewish  Voca- 
tional Services  Toronto  said  the  deci- 
sion was  "an  attack  upon  the  Jewish 
people  and  as  such  fans  the  flames 
of  anti-Semitism,"  and  they  aren't  the 
only  ones  who  feel  that  way. 

The  resolution  was  made  with 
particular  concern  for  Israel's  con- 
struction of  a  security  barrier  in 


Gaza,  referred  to  by  opponents  as  an 
"Apartheid  Wall."  The  wall,  which  is 
supposed  to  prevent  terrorists  from 
entering  Israel,  violates  international 
law,  restricts  the  mobility  of  the  Pal- 
estinian people,  and  claims  more 
land  for  Israel  than  is  rightfully  within 
its  control. 

The  alleged  parallels  between 
apartheid-era  South  Africa  and  mod- 
ern Israel  may  have  been  part  of  what 
compelled  CUPE  to  act  decisively  on 
this  issue.  However,  many  feel  that 
the  comparison  is  primarily  a  rhe- 
torical one.  While  there  are  similari- 
ties between  the  living  conditions  of 
Palestinians  and  those  of  black  South 
Africans  under  apartheid,  they  arose 
out  of  vastly  different  circumstances. 
To  ignore  this  reality  is  disingenuous. 

CUPE  has  a  right  to  take  a  stand  on 


international  issues,  if  they  relate  to 
its  mandate  of  safeguarding  workers' 
rights.  But  why  take  a  firm  position 
on  such  precarious  ground?  The  Is- 
rael-Palestine conflict  is  an  incredibly 
complex  one  amongst  human  rights 
issues,  and  it  affects  many  of  CUPE 
Ontario's  members  intimately.  The 
conflict  is  an  intellectual  matryoshka 
doll — for  every  answer  there  are 
infinitely  more  questions.  It  has  the 
power  to  radically  divide  otherwise 
rational  North- Americans. 

Some  argue  that  a  Western  bias  in 
favour  of  Israel  makes  it  an  obligation 
for  groups  that  see  the  situation  dif- 
ferently to  act  on  behalf  of  Palestine. 
But  if  this  is  fundamentally  an  issue 
of  human  rights,  there's  no  reason  to 
identify  a  "good  guy"  and  a  "bad  guy." 
The  use  of  the  term  "apartheid"  iden- 


tifies Israel  as  the  "bad  guy";  it  is  an 
oversimplification  that  could  be  said 
to  pander  to  irrationality. 

Claims  that  Resolution  50  is  funda- 
mentally anti-Semitic,  however,  are 
rather  narrow-minded.  CUPE  Ontar- 
io's intention — exposing  the  hard- 
ships of  the  Palestinian  people — is 
a  noble  one  at  heart,  though  the  po- 
litical left's  preoccupation  with  the 
matter  tends  to  raise  eyebrows  here 
at  home. 

In  Canada,  we  have  the  luxury  of  po- 
litical safety  and  freedom  of  expres- 
sion— we  can  choose  to  participate  in 
critical  discourse  rather  than  point- 
ing fingers.  But  taking  firm  action  on 
an  issue  this  volatile  and  politically 
divisive  alienates  people  who  might 
otherwise  be  interested  in  hearing 
CUPE's  position. 


Haute  couture  loosens  its  belt 


Hayley  Morrison 


Finally,  the  fashion  industry  has  wo- 
ken up  and  recognized  the  critical 
importance  of  projecting  an  image 
of  health  and  full-figured  beauty, 
rather  than  the  ultra-thin,  under- 
sized image  popularized  by  stars 
like  Nicole  Ritchie. 

The  "extra-bony  trend"  came  un- 
done this  week  when  organizers  at 
the  Pasarela  Cibeles  fashion  show 
in  Madrid  banned  five  models  with 
a  body  mass  index  or  height-to- 
weight  ratio  below  18.  According  to 
Spanish  organizers,  many  of  their  5 
foot  7  models  maintain  a  body  mass 
index  of  18,  which  barely  amounts 
to  115  pounds.  A  normal  BMI  should 
fall  between  18.5  and  24.9,  and  any- 
thing less  than  18.5  is  considered 
underweight. 

Although  the  fashion  world  was 
caught  off  guard,  the  show's  orga- 
nizers remained  confident  that  the 
decision  to  reject  these  skeletal 
centerpieces  would  not  "interfere 
in  the  aesthetic  of  any  designers' 
show."  Organizers  openly  admit- 
ted that  they  don't  want  "walking 
skeletons"  projecting  "a  gaunt,  ema- 
ciated look"  at  Spain's  top  annual 
fashion  show. 

Ultimately,  Spain's  rejection  of 
this  long-popular  body  type  illus- 
trates the  fashion  world's  increas- 
ing awareness  of  the  mounting  pres- 
sure on  young  girls  to  be  wafer-thin, 
like  Kate  Moss.  The  show's  decision 
demonstrates  to  women  of  all  ages 


Spain's  rejection  of  the  "cocaine  chic" 
look  exemplified  above  could  spark  a 
wider  return  to  a  more  curvaceous  ideal. 

that  starving  themselves  to  be  stick 
thin  doesn't  make  them  beautiful. 

In  reaction  to  this  decision,  the 
British  Fashion  Council  has  also 
considered     banning  super-thin 


models  at  their  London  Fashion 
this  week,  with  Tessa  Jowell,  Brit- 
ain's culture  secretary,  advising  the 
London  Fashion  week  organizers  to 
follow  in  Madrid's  footsteps. 

The  majority  of  today's  models, 
who  live  under  intense  pressure 
from  constantly  being  in  the  spot- 
light, can  barely  keep  their  expen- 
sive Valentino  and  Versace  outfits 
from  falling  off  their  lean  bodies. 
The  fact  that  we  still  gawk  at  such 
fragile  figures  demonstrates  that 
our  culture  has  allowed  us  to  be- 
come thin-obsessed  and  accept  an- 
orexia as  the  norm. 

Even  in  the  latest  chick  flick  The 
Devil  Wears  Prada,  Anne  Hatha- 
way's  character  was  constantly 
being  berated  by  her  boss  and  co- 
workers for  being  overweight.  She 
was  insulted  for  eating  calorie-load- 
ed corn  chowder  but  commended 
for  slimming  down  and  slipping 
into  something  two  or  three  sizes 
smaller.  Sadly,  although  the  actress 
is  already  approximately  125  lbs, 
audiences  seemed  to  support  rath- 
er than  condemn  the  way  she  was 
treated. 

At  a  time  when  "dying  to  be  thin" 
seems  to  be  the  in-thing  and  every- 
body is  watching  their  carb  intake, 
the  recent  announcement  in  Spain 
demonstrates  to  the  fashion  world 
and  society  at  large  that  having  a 
little  meat  on  your  bones  could  be 
more  attractive  than  looking  like 
the  scarecrow  in  a  corn  patch. 


LETTERS 


Webmail  woes 

How  do  1  loathe  the  new  U  of  T  Web- 
mail? Oh,  let  me  count  the  ways... 

While  we  U  of  T  Webmail  users 
have  recently  been  treated  to  a  bland 
yet  much-welcomed  facelift  to  our 
webmail  accounts,  we've  also  been 
subjected  to  an  obtrusive,  craptacu- 
lar  new  interface  and  a  system  that  is 
even  slower  than  the  paleolithic-era 
detritus  that  it  replaces. 

Worse  yet,  it  won't  let  me  log  in 
to  my  webmail  90  per  cent  of  the 
time.  Login  failed?  I've  been  using 
the  same  login  and  password  for  five 
years  now!  Login  failed,  yeah  right! 

//QUOTABLE 


Then,  after  suffering  the  indignity 
of  being  told  that  I'm  an  impostor,  it 
locks  me  out! 

I'm  not  ready  to  call  for  a  Luddite 
uprising  yet — there  may  yet  be  value 
to  this  new  webmail  interface.  1  do 
like  the  fact  that  it  tells  you  how 
much  space  you've  used  in  your  ac- 
count, and  I  like  the  less  static,  more 
'interactive'  feel  of  it.  The  problems 
1  mentioned  may  just  be  kinks  in 
the  new  system  that  will  be  worked 
out  in  due  course.  But  please,  IT,  do 
something  soon  to  get  it  working 
properly! 

Ari  David  Kopolovic 


In  a  bizarre  twist  inside  Canada's  always-interesting 
public  broadcaster,  CBC  chairperson  Guy  Fournier 
voluntarily  resigned  last  week  after  "he  claimed 
that  Lebanon  allowed  men  to  have  sexual  relations 
with  female  animals,  but  reserved  the  death  penalty  for 
those  who  did  so  with  male  animals."  In  an  extreme  case  of 
'too  much  information,'  Fournier  also  "talked  at  length  about  the 
joys  of  bowel  movements"  on  a  replayed  CBC  weekend  interview. 
(Reuters)  Fournier's  baffling  comments  served  to  bolster  the 
argument  of  those  who  claim  that  our  venerable  broadcasting 
institution  is  truly  full  of  shit. 
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•  Alois  Alzheimer,  the  German  psychia- 
trist for  whom  the  disease  is  named,  first 
described  the  characteristic  plaques  and 
tangles  of  the  disease  through  an  autopsy 
of  a  brain.  Until  the  eighties,  many  consid- 
ered Alzheimer's  disease  a  normal  part  of 
aging. 

•  With  more  funding  and  the  invention 
of  new  scientific  techniques,  Alzheimer's 
disease  was  theorized  to  be  caused  by  an 
"amyloid  cascade,"  where  aggregates  of 
the  brain  protein  amyloid-beta  are  over- 
produced and  become  the  main  cause  of 
neurodegeneration.  For  many  sufferers, 
the  aggregation  is  caused  by  an  abnor- 
mal gene  passed  down  through  families. 
However,  late-onset  sporadic  cases  of 
Alzheimer's  disease — those  with  all  the 
signs  of  the  disease  but  without  a  genetic 
basis — has  complicated  the  "amyloid 
cascade"  theory  into  an  ongoing  debate. 
Today,  this  is  the  most  common  type  of 
Alzheimer's  disease. 

•  Scientists  began  to  unravel  the  genetic 
causes  of  Alzheimer's  disease  by  looking 
at  several  faulty  genes.  A  gene  on  chromo- 
some 21,  called  the  APP  gene,  encodes  a 
precursor  to  the  amyloid-beta  plaques 
implicated  In  Alzheimer's  disease.  Indi- 
viduals with  Down  syndrome  have  an  ex- 
tra copy  of  chromosome  21  and  are  more 
likely  to  be  afflicted.  Mutations  in  the  gene 
that  codes  the  protein  presenilin,  involved 
in  the  cleavage  of  the  APP  precursor  into 
amyloid-beta,  are  also  key  contributors  to 
Alzheimer's  disease. 

Treatment  for  Alzheimer's  disease  ap- 
peared in  the  nineties.  Donepezil,  the  first 
Alzheimer's  disease  drug,  was  approved 
for  use  in  1997.  The  drug  works  by  main- 
taining high  levels  of  acetylcholine,  a  neu- 
rotransmitter, to  help  memory  function 
despite  the  destruction  of  brain  cells  due 
to  the  disease. 

•  Research  targeting  amyloid-beta  and 
its  precursors  has  progressed  in  mice 
models  of  Alzheimer's  disease.  U  of  T  sci- 
entists recently  identified  a  drug  that  pre- 
vents amyloid-beta  from  aggregating  in 
mice  showing  Alzheimer's  disease  symp- 
toms. The  drug  prevented  any  additional 
cognitive  damage  the  disease  would  have 
caused  if  allowed  to  progress.  Another 
drug,  Flurizan,  is  in  phase  3  clinical  trials 
cind  works  by  lowering  levels  of  plaque 
precursors. 

For  Alzheimer's  disease  researchers, 
stem-cell  therapies,  prevention  mecha- 
nisms (like  lowered  caloric  intake)  and  ge- 
netic screens  are  among  today's  priorities. 
However,  there  are  still  a  number  of  unan- 
swered questions — for  instance,  the  role 
of  the  "tangles"  Alzheimer  first  observed 
in  1906.  With  modern  tools  like  the  MRl, 
studying  and  diagnosing  neurodegenera- 
tion is  no  longer  done  as  Alois  Alzheimer 
did  a  century  ago,  on  the  autopsy  table. 
-VARSITY  STAFF 


Top,  a  MRl  of  a  brain  with  Alzheimer's 
disease.  Above,  a  normal  brain. 


Spawning  the  Genpet  generation 


Jennifer  Bates 


Anyone  growing  up  in  the  nineties  will  never  for- 
get the  virtual  pet  fad  that  took  pre-teen  North 
America  by  storm.  After  all,  who  didn't  raise, 
neglect,  and  repeatedly  resurrect  their  pet  Tama- 
gotchi? 

Today,  another  pseudo-pet  is  seizing  the  at- 
tention of  the  modern  world.  Known  as  Genpets, 
these  fetal-shaped,  fleshy-looking,  disturbingly 
realistic  creatures  have  people  clambering  to  buy 
them. 

But  they're  not  for  sale.  Selling  them  would  de- 
feat the  purpose,  said  Toronto-based  artist  and 
the  creator  of  Genpets,  Adam  Brandejs. 

A  recent  OCAD  graduate,  Brandejs  created 
Genpets  as  his  artistic  contribution  to  the  global 
controversy  of  bioengineering.  He  shows  Gen- 
pets around  the  world  to  challenge  views  about 
bioengineering,  consumerism  and  the  commod- 
itization  of  life. 

"1  see  this  generation  slowly  and  systematically 
being  desensitized  towards  owning  and  manipu- 
lating life,"  said  Brandejs  in  his  artists'  statement. 

Genpets  are  unquestionably  lifelike — they're 
designed  to  convince.  Each  rubbery-skinned 
Genpet  has  been  electronically  animated  to 
twitch  and  jerk  while  strapped  inside  its  plastic 
packaging.  A  built-in  heart  monitor  ominously 
beeps  in  the  background.  The  Genpets  are  colour 
coded  to  correspond  to  the  personality  trait  they 
will  have  when  reawakened  from  their  induced 
hibernation. 

Brandejs  goes  even  further  to  cultivate  the 
Genpets'  mystique.  His  website  introduces  Gen- 
pets as  living,  breathing,  genetically  engineered 
creations  of  a  convincing  bioengineering  com- 
pany, Bio-Genica.  The  website  touts  Genpets  as 
"living  pets,  but  better,  modified  to  be  as  reliable, 
dependable  and  efficient  as  any  other  technology 
we  use  in  our  busy  lives." 

"A  lot  of  days,  [the  website]  gets  up  to  a  million 
hits  per  day,  which  is  great  for  exposing  the  work 
to  a  wide  audience,"  said  Brandejs.  "It's  gained 
a  lot  of  interest  it  wouldn't  have  in  a  gallery  set- 
ting." 


Adam  Brandejs,  in  front  of  a  wall  of  Genpets,  is  not  afraid  to  add  controversy  to  the  already  difficult  ethics  of 
bioengineering. 


For  a  month  in  the  fall  of  2005,  Genpets  hung  in 
the  store  window  of  Iodine  and  Arsenic,  a  Queen 
Street  West  salon  that  regularly  features  local  art- 
ists' work. 

"It  was  a  great  exhibit  because. ..people  didn't 
know  what  the  hell  was  going  on.  They  thought 
they  were  real.  They  thought  they  weren't  real. 
They  thought  they  were  for  sale,  that  they  weren't 
for  sale,"  said  Julie  Nadalin,  the  owner  of  Iodine 
and  Arsenic.  "Late  at  night,  people  would  just  be 
standing  there.. .in  the  front  of  the  building  going 
'Oh  my  God!  Oh  my  God!'" 

"There  were  some  people  who  were  offended 
by  them,"  said  Nadalin.  "People  didn't  get  it  until 
you  explained  it  to  them." 

"We've  seen  time  and  time  again  that  the  in- 


troduction of  foreign  species  into  a  new  environ- 
ment causes  unforeseen  problems,  and  yet,  that's 
just  what  bioengineering  aims  to  do,"  Brandejs 
remarked. 

After  the  exhibit  closed,  Nadalin  received  per- 
sistent phone  calls  from  people  who  wanted  to 
buy  a  Genpet.  With  such  a  following,  Brandejs 
argued  that  his  work  has  a  more  encompassing 
message. 

"We've  been  taught  to  desire  anything  with 
glossy  packaging  and  a  lot  of  people  comment 
on  wanting  one  because  of  this,  and  then  have  to 
question  whether  or  not  they  should  because  it's 
an  animal,"  said  Brandjs. 

Genpets  will  be  back  in  Toronto  at  Paul  Petro 
Contemporary  Art  on  September  30. 


It  may  be  your  DNA 


In  search  of  the  gene  for  OCD 


Karen  Zhou 


There  may  be  a  genetic  explanation  for  why  that 
guy  next  door  washes  his  hands  for  hours,  or 
repeatedly  checks  the  lock  on  his  front  door. 
He  is  among  the  two  per  cent  of  the  population 
that  suffers  from  obsessive-compulsive  disor- 
der (OCD),  a  neuropsychiatric  anxiety  disor- 
der which  new  research  pinpoints  to  a  genetic 
cause. 

The  support  for  a  genetic  explanation  for  OCD 
comes  from  researchers  at  U  of  T  and  their  col- 
leagues at  the  University  of  Michigan.  In  dual 
research  papers  published  in  July,  the  groups 
reported  a  link  between  OCD  and  a  gene  encod- 
ing a  glutamate  transporter  in  the  brain  called 
SLCIAI. 

"We  found  that  a  variant  of  this  gene  is  con- 
sistently transmitted  to  a  person  with  OCD," 
said  Dr.  Paul  Arnold,  a  psychiatrist  at  Hospital 
for  Sick  Children  and  the  lead  investigator  of  the 
Toronto  group. 

Neurotransmitters,  the  molecules  relaying 
information  between  brain  cells,  must  pass 
through  gateways,  or  transporters,  which  con- 
trol the  flow  of  molecules.  A  transporter  of  gluta- 
mate, a  type  of  neurotransmitter,  is  encoded  by 
the  gene  SLCIAI.  Researchers  decided  to  focus 
on  this  gene  in  OCD  patients  for  two  reasons.  In 
a  genome  scan  of  OCD  patients,  the  region  of  the 
genome  most  strongly  associated  with  OCD  was 
found  to  contain  the  SLCIAI  gene.  The  function 
of  the  glutamate  neurotransmitter  in  the  brain 
as  correlating  with  OCD  was  another  point  of 
interest. 


While  these  results  are  encouraging,  Arnold 
cautioned  that  we  don't  exactly  know  what  the 
variant  of  this  gene  means — does  it  affect  the 
function  of  the  gene  or  is  it  a  marker  of  some- 
thing else? 

"It's  possible  we  are  just  in  the  right  general 
area  of  the  gene,"  explained  Arnold.  "For  exam- 
ple, we  know  the  problem  is  in  Toronto,  but  we 
don't  know  if  it's  in  North  York  or  Scarborough." 

Until  now,  the  serotonin  system,  another 
neurotransmitter,  has  been  the  focus  of  OCD 
research.  While  drugs  that  make  use  of  the  se- 
rotonin system  help  alleviate  OCD  symptoms, 
it's  possible  the  medication  is  inadvertently  tar- 
geting another  system,  like  the  glutamate  trans- 
porter system. 

"Disorders  like  OCD  are  probably  quite  com- 
plex," said  Arnold.  "It's  quite  conceivable  that 
genes  in  both  the  glutamate  and  serotonin  sys- 
tems could  be  involved  in  some  kind  of  combina- 
tion that  we  don't  really  understand." 

Although  the  research  points  to  a  strong  bio- 
logical basis  for  OCD,  the  possibility  of  environ- 
mental influences  can  never  be  left  out  of  the 
picture. 

"Genes  act  within  an  environmental  context," 
said  Arnold.  "Take  a  gene  for  aggression,  anoth- 
er behavioural  trait  that  is  thought  to  have  a  ge- 
netic component.  If  you  are  in  a  situation  where 
aggression  makes  you  survive.. .that's  a  good 
thing  with  regards  to  enhancing  your  ability  to 
pass  on  your  genes.  But  if  you  are  put  in  a  situ- 
ation where. ..being  aggressive  makes  you  stand 
out  from  a  group  and  you  may  get  punished  for 
it,  that's  not  such  a  good  thing  anymore." 


SGANNiR 


Less  may  be  more 


A  new  study  shows  that 
performing  three  ses- 
sions a  week  of  short  but 
intense  bouts  of  exercise 
separated  by  a  few  min- 
utes of  recovery  can  pro- 
vide the  same  benefits 
as  two  hours  of  daily 
moderate  exercise.  One 
test  group  performed 
strenuous  but  short  pe- 
riods of  cycling  while 
another  underwent 
endurance  training.  In 
two  weeks,  both  groups 
showed  similar  improve- 
ments in  exercise  perfor- 
mance and  resistance  to 

muscle  fatigue.  So  the  good  news  is  you  don't  need 
to  work  out  as  often,  but  the  bad  news  is  you  won't 
have  cm  excuse  to  avoid  studying! 
Source:  Journal  of  Applied  Physiology 


Spice  it  up 


The  next  time  your  doctor  tells  you  to  lay  off  the 
spicy  food,  tell  him  this.  Researchers  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Texas  Medical  Branch  at  Galveston  have 
found  that  the  active  ingredient  of  turmeric,  a  cur- 
ry spice,  works  in  the  lab  to  fight  several  types  of 
cancer,  including  colorectal  cancer.  The  ingredi- 
ent is  called  curcumin  and  has  successfully  fought 
skin  and  breast  tumour  cells.  It  also  reduces  the 
ability  for  cancer  cells  in  a  laboratory  culture  to 
migrate,  possibly  inhibiting  malignant  cancers 
from  spreading  to  other  organs  in  the  body. 
Source:  Clinical  Cancer  Research 
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Avant 
experimental 


Innovative  indie  test  fetes 
Toronto's  Music  Gallery 


Alex  Molotkow 


The  Music  Gallery  is  a  significant  part  of 
Toronto's  cultural  history.  For  20  years,  the 
centre  has  been  both  a  haven  for  and  advo- 
cate of  experimental  artists  of  all  sounds  and 
styles.  After  15  years  of  relative  transience, 
the  gallery  found  a  semi-permanent  home 
at  the  church  of  St.  George  the  Martyr  on 
John  Street,  just  off  Queen  West.  This  years' 
X-Avant,  a  four-day  celebration  of  cerebral 
and  experimental  music,  is  the  culmination 
and  celebration  of  these  developments. 

"Our  season  has  never  started  with  much 
fanfare,"  says  Jonny  Bunce,  the  centre's  co- 
artistic  director  and  publicist.  "We  thought, 
there  are  new  artistic  directors,  there's  a 
new  mission  statement — we  wanted  to  do 
something  to  say,  'Hey,  we're  back!'" 

The  great  mishmash  kicks  off  today  with 


New  York  City-based  artist  Joe  McPhee,  a 
multi-instrumentalist  with  over  50  years 

of  experience  in  improvisational  jazz.  Join- 
ing him  on  the  bill  is  Toronto's  Deep  Dark 
United  who  are  part  of  the  Blocks  Record- 
ing Club  (Final  Fantasy,  Creeping  Nobodies, 
Ninja  High  School)  that  act  as  free  jazz's  am- 
bassador to  the  local  indie  rock  scene. 

Also,  a  multimedia  demonstration  titled 
SLIP  will  be  unveiled  on  Wednesday  night. 
The  event — which  takes  place  at  Harrison 
Steam  Baths,  across  the  street  from  the 
church  will  mix  singing,  dancing,  drumming, 
and  swimming.  It  may  also  contain  nudity, 
so  start  lining  up  now. 

"We  wanted  to  do  something  that  was  a  lit- 
tle different,  like  an  electronic  music-orient- 
ed night,  sort  of  inspired  by  Mutek,"  Bunce 
says  of  the  Festival's  electronic  contingent. 


To  this  end,  the  Music  Gallery  collaborated 
with  web-based  journal  Vague  Terrain  to 
present  Berlin's  Jan  Jelinek  at  the  Drake  Ho- 
tel this  Saturday  night. 

The  festival's  easiest  sell  is  likely  to  be  a 
performance  by  Om,  on  Friday  night.  This 
duo  of  Dead  Meadow  disciples  rose  from  the 
ashes  of  the  much-loved  stoner  metal  band 
Sleep,  and  have  won  wide-spread  critical  ac- 
claim from  all  the  usual  tastemakers. 

However,  the  name  that's  getting  the 
most  buzz  in  advance  of  X-Avant  is  legend- 
ary minimalist  composer  and  experimental 
pioneer  Tony  Conrad,  who  is  responsible 
for  naming  The  Velvet  Underground  (among 
many  other  things). 

Over  the  years,  Conrad  (a  musician,  film- 
maker and  one-time  mathematician)  has 
played  with  great  innovators  like  John  Cale, 


Faust,  and  he  has  regularly  appeared  in  the 
footnotes  of  Just  about  every  avant-garde 

scholar  since  the  late  '60s. 

Surprisingly,  for  Bunce,  booking  Conrad — 
a  celebrity,  to  say  the  least — was  as  simple 
as  sending  an  e-mail.  Conrad  jumped  at  the 
opportunity  after  playing  the  Music  Gallery 
a  few  years  back.  "I  think  it  was  just  a  mat- 
ter of  us  putting  the  effort  in  to  say,  'Hey, 
we're  still  here,  we  want  you  to  come  here 
and  play,'"  Bunce  notes. 

X-Avant  serves  to  reassert  the  Music  Gal- 
lery's presence  to  its  longtime  friends,  make 
an  introduction  to  newcomers,  and  provide 
a  point  of  contact  between  audiences  who 
might  not  have  much  in  common.  Whether 
you're  a  H^/'re-subscribing  avant-garde  devo- 
tee or  just  a  curious  bystander,  you're  bound 
to  find  something  of  interest  here. 


Killer  Klosterman 


Post-Pomo  journo  explains  the  mysterious  popularity  of  Jet 


Chandler  Levack 

ASSOCIATE  ARTS  EDITOR 


Chuck  Klosterman  is  the  most  impor- 
tant cultural  writer  of  our  time.  And  I 
don't  feel  this  way  because  we  once 
spent  an  hour  discussing  Radiohead 
in  a  hotel  room.  It's  because  Chuck 
Klosterman  is  the  only  writer  who's 
truly  evolved  from  writing  about 
postmodernity  and  the  cultural  rami- 
fications of  Reality  TV.  He's  advanced 
(more  about  that  later),  and  this  an- 
thology Chuck  Klosterman  IV:  A  De- 
cade of  Curious  People  and  Dangerous 
Ideas,  proves  that  he's  the  guy  who 
understands  our  cultural  climate 
here  in  the  zero's. 

Take,  for  example,  his  feature 
about  Britney  Spears.  While  Klos- 
terman grills  the  former  Mouseke- 


BOOK  REVIEW 


Chuck  Klosterman  FV:  A 
Decade  of  Curious  People 
and  Dangerous  Ideas 


by  Chuck  Klosterman 


Scribner 


Rating:  VWW 


teer  on  the  subject  of  her  iconogra- 
phy (particularly  for  the  "Baby  One 
More  Time"  video).  Spears  demurs, 
stating  that  her  song  "Tm  a  Slave  4  U" 
is  "just  about  being  a  slave  to  the  mu- 
sic." Spears,  Klosterman  explains,  is 


culturally  interesting  because  of  her 
own  lack  of  self-awareness.  A  feature 
on  Val  Kilmer  (so  crazy  it's  amaz- 
ing) addresses  similar  themes.  Not 
only  are  famous  people  more  fucked 
up,  they're  also  less  perceptive.  It's 
these  very  pontifications,  previously 
discussed  in  his  earlier  works  Sex, 
Drugs  and  Cocoa  Puffs  and  the  neo- 
New  Journalism  book  Killing  Yourself 
to  Live  that  make  Klosterman  a  post- 
postmodernist  thinker  He  really  does 
want  to  know  why  Britney  Spears  is 
interesting,  what  makes  Paris  Hilton 
famous,  and  in  one  piece  written  for  a 
Fargo,  ND  paper,  what  happens  if  you 
eat  nothing  but  chicken  nuggets  for  a 
week.  These  things  are  vital. 
A  series  of  introductions  and  glori- 

SEE  'KLOSTERMAN'  -  NEXT  PAGE 


Kloster-phobic:  Chuck  Klosterman  wants  Britney  to  know  she's  a  living  joke 
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■KLOSTERMAN'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

ous  footnotes  help  the  reader  get  acquainted 
with  the  now  self-conscious  Klosterman  who 
debates  the  merits  of  his  past  work  and  be- 
rates his  lack  of  literary  prowess.  Yet,  the  broad 
spectrum  of  work  makes  this  anthology  excit- 
ing. Not  only  do  you  get  his  greatest  hits  (his 
famous  Radiohead  interview,  the  zaniest  col- 
umns, and  why  he  hates  the  Olympics)  but  also 
B-sides  and  rarities. 

Klosterman  has  no  high/low  culture  distinc- 
tion, which  is  an  admirable  quality  for  a  pop- 
cultural  journalist.  In  an  interview  with  Wilco's 
Jeff  Tweedy  the  day  before  he  entered  rehab. 
Chuck  off-handedly  comments  on  Tweedy's  10- 
year-old  son  doing  Jet  covers  in  his  grade  school 
band.  Tweedy  responds  with  the  observation 
"Well,  you  like  rock  music,  don't  you?"  Klos- 
terman instantly  regrets  his  mistake.  Jet  truly 
represents  everything  that  rock  music  has  ever 
been.  A  song  like  "Are  You  Gonna  Be  My  Girl," 
sounds  like  rock  music  ought  to  sound.  It  just  so 
happens  that  popular  culture  has  forcibly  made 
Jet  unbearably  lame.  Klosterman  realizes  his 
bluff,  and  in  a  later  column,  articulates  the  fact 
that  there  are  no  guilty  pleasures,  only  cultural 
occasions.  We  love  the  things  we  do  because 
they're  worth  loving. 

But  perhaps  the  most  seminal  piece  is  Klos- 
terman's  article  on  the  theory  of  advancement. 
Advancement  is  "a  cultural  condition  where  an 
Advanced  Individual — a  true  genius — creates  a 
piece  of  art  that  99  percent  of  the  population 
perceives  is  bad."  (Lou  Reed,  of  course,  is  a  pre- 
miere example.)  To  prove  his  point,  Klosterman 
states  that  if  Radiohead  released  an  album  of 
mechanized  droning  (I  can  think  of  a  bunch  of 
bands  who  do  this  all  the  time,  proving  that 
droning  is  now  pretty  de  rigueur)  that  would  be 
predictable.  If  they  released  a  glam  record,  that 
would  be  overt.  But  if  Radiohead  released  an 
album  of  blues  standards,  they  would  advance. 
Advancement  is  a  condition  of  music  today.  So 
many  bands  are  trying  to  advance  by  becoming 
the  most  unlikely  combination  of  everything, 
that  they're  actually  just  overt.  Advancement  is 
a  complicated  theory  (Klosterman  states  that 
even  he's  confused)  but  totally  necessary  to 
our  post-post  modern  age.  We're  even  advanc- 
ing as  I  write. 


//  Department  of  sometimes 
getting  it  wrong 


Last  week  we  predicted  that  the  first  annu- 
al Polaris  Music  Prize  would  go  to  Broken 
Social  Scene  for  their  self-titled  LP,  but  we 
were  wrong.  On  Monday  night  the  eleven- 
person  panel  met  during  the  awards  cer- 
emony at  the  Phoenix  Concert  Theatre  to 
choose  the  inaugural  winner,  and  agreed 
to  bestow  the  honour  upon  Toronto's 
own  Owen  Pallett  (AKA  Final  Fantasy)  for 
his  second  full-length  He  Poos  Clouds.  By 
not  giving  the  award  to  the  universally 
lauded  Broken  Social  Scene,  who  picked 
up  this  year's  Best  Alternative  Album  at 
the  Junos,  the  Polaris  jury  signaled  that 
its  choice  would  be  distinct  from  the 
anything  remotely  mainstream,  setting  a 
precedent  that's  both  refreshing  and  ac- 
cessible. Bravo  Owen!  — J.B. 


Final  Fantasy  picks  up  a  Polaris 


scotiabank  nult  blanche 


:  an  all-night 

contemporary  art  festival 


let's  spend  the  night  together 

Saturday,  September  30 
7  p.m.  ~  7  a.m. 

From  dusk  'til  dawn,  the  University  of  Toronto  will  be  transformed  into  an  avenue  of  the 
arts  with  nocturnal  instaliations,  performance-based  art,  musical  encounters,  poetry, 
drania,  fiim  and  more.  Three  campus  art  galleries  will  also  be  open  throughout  the 
night.  Poetry  slam.s  at  the  School  of  Continuing  Studies,  blanket  architecture  at 
Hart  House,  and  many  more  events  to  feed  the  soui  and  expand  the  mind. 

For  a  fuil  event  listing  visit  www.arts.utoronto.ca 

Events  are  free. 

This  U  of  T  sv.3nt  IS  made  possible  through  support  from  {he  OtJice  of  the 
Vice-Pfesidsni  and  Provost,  me  U  of  T  Arts  Council,  and  our  pariicipsiing  panners 
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Pigskin  pick  'em: 
Colts  buck  Jaguars 

JONAS  SIEGEL  takes  on  three  of  this  weekend's  games 


Jacksonville  at  Indianapolis 

As  tempted  as  I  am  to  go  with  the  red-hot  Jacksonville  Jaguars  against  Indy,  I  just 
can't  pick  against  Manning  and  Co.  at  home.  The  Jags  are  finally  being  mentioned 
as  one  of  the  NFL's  elite  after  a  9-0  shutout  of  Super  Bowl  champion's  the  Pittsburgh 
Steelers. 

But  let's  put  that  game  into  perspective.  First,  it  was  Big  Ben  Roethlisberger's  first 
game  of  the  year  after  coming  back  from  an  off-season  motorcycle  injury  that  nearly 
took  his  life  and  an  appendectomy  he  had  right  before  the  season  that  benched  him 
for  the  first  game.  He  looked  a  little  uncomfortable,  to  say  the  least.  Second,  the 
Steeler  offence  is  like  hamburger  meat  compared  to  the  Colts'  palette-cleansing  filet 
mignon.  Indy  has  put  up  69  points  in  its  first  two  games,  all  without  the  services  of 
the  now-departed  RB  Edgerrin  James.  Look  for  it  to  be  a  close  game,  with  the  Colts 
hanging  on  in  the  end  by  a  touchdown. 

NY  Giants  at  Seattle 

The  Giants  have  to  be  feeling  good  after  stealing  a  game  in  Philly  last  week.  Eli  Man- 
ning has  started  to  have  his  name  mentioned  amongst  the  elite  QBs  after  putting 
together  a  string  of  two  superb  games  (5  total  TDs,  309  yards  per  game)  against  the 
Colts  and  Eagles  respectively.  But  look  for  Eli  to  struggle  against  one  of  the  game's 
premiere  defences  in  Seattle.  Last  week,  the  Seahawks  held  WR  Larry  Fitzgerald  and 
the  Cardinals'  powerful  offence  to  a  measly  256  total  yards  of  offence  (completely 
shutting  down  the  running  game,  holding  it  to  just  65  yards).  Seattle's  recently  ac- 
quired WR  Deion  Branch  will  also  make  his  team  debut,  adding  to  the  Seahawks' 
already  stacked  offence  that  includes  last  year's  MVP  in  running  back  Shaun  Alexan- 
der, all-star  QB  Matt  Hasselbeck,  and  oft-injured  WR  Darrell  Jackson.  I  see  this  game 
being  ultra-competitive,  but  Eli  will  struggle  and  the  Seahawks  will  pull  away  in  the 
fourth  quarter  to  start  their  season  at  3-0.  Not  to  knock  Eli,  but  this  is  a  top-notch 
defence  playing  at  home. 

Carolina  at  Tampa  Bay 

This  game  pits  a  pair  of  pre-season  Super  Bowl  contenders  now  standing  at  0-2.  The 
outcome  could  potentially  determine  the  faith  of  each  team's  season.  The  Panthers 
and  Bucs  were  both  looked  upon  as  perfect  models  of  success  in  the  new  NFL;  com- 
bining a  powerful  running  game  with  an  excellent  defence.  But  neither  has  performed 
so  far,  with  both  defences  looking  anything  but  stellar  and  their  running  games  being 
non-existent  (especially  in  Tampa  where  Cadillac  appears  to  be  stalled  in  park,  with 
only  59  rushing  yards  in  two  games).  One  will  leave  the  game  thinking  about  next  year 
and  1  think  that  team  will  be  Tampa  Bay.  Prior  to  this  season,  Bucs  Head  Coach  Jon 
Gruden  was  in  constant  praise  of  young  QB  Chris  Simms,  but  that  praise  has  quickly 
turned  sour.  Last  week  against  the  Falcons,  Gruden  was  seen  shouting  at  Simms  on 
the  sidelines,  after  the  QB  was  intercepted  and  had  several  balls  batted  down  by  the 
Falcons  D.  Look  for  Tampa  to  finally  self-destruct,  with  Simms  being  pulled  in  favour 
of  pre-season  sensation  Bruce  Gradkowski. 
Last  week:  2-2.  Season  to  date:  2-2. 


Sports  Rehab 


Do  You  Want  to  Work  With  Athiletes? 

Logan's  Deportment  of  Sports  &  Rehabilitation  is  designed  to  ossist  students  in  ttie 
nnonagement  of  injuries  &  assist  in  the  treatment  of  patients  in  a  clinical  setting. 

Master's  Degree  in  Sports  Science  &  Rehabilitation 

►  Unique  Dual-Degree  M.S./D.C.  &  Independent  Graduate  Degree  Formats 

►  Develop  Skills  in  the  Assessment,  Treatment,  Conditioning  &  Injury 
Management  of  Attiletes 

►  Work  with  Professional,  Collegiote  &  High  School  Sports  Teams 

►  Learn  from  Experts  in  Sports  Medicine  &  Sports  Chiropractic 

►  Treat  patients  in  the  state-of-the-art  BiOFREEZE®  Sports  &  Rehabilitation  Center 

If  you  are  looking  for  c  coreer  in  healthcare  offering  tremendous 
personal  satisfaction,  professional  success  and  on  income  commensurate 
witfi  your  position  as  a  Doctor  of  Chiropractic,  contact  Logan  University  today! 


/ananne  I 


Blue  balls 


Defensive  back  George  Polyzois  is  alone  in  contemplation  during  the  closing  moments 
of  the  Blues'  loss  to  Waterloo.  After  climbing  to  a  10-0  lead,  U  of  T  was  outscored 
28-15  in  the  second  half  by  the  Warriors,  who  defeated  the  Blues  28-25  Saturday  at 
Birchmount  Stadium. 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


In  what  may  have  been  U  of  T 
football's  best  chance  at  a  win  all 
season,  the  Blues  lost  their  home- 
opener  28-25  against  Waterloo  Sat- 
urday at  Birchmount  Stadium. 

Before  the  game  began,  both 
teams  were  0-2,  each  desperately 
seeking  a  win.  The  Blues  struck 
first,  just  1:37  into  the  game.  They 
opened  with  a  four-play  86-yard 
drive  culminating  with  Mark  Stin- 
son's  six-yard  scamper  into  the 
end  zone  from  the  slotback  posi- 
tion. 

After  two  misses  by  kicker  Jo- 
seph Valtellini  in  the  first  quarter, 
he  connected  on  a  20-yard  field 
goal  in  the  closing  seconds  of  the 
first  half  to  put  the  Blues  up  10-0. 

The  second  half  was  all  Warriors, 
as  they  opened  with  an  eight-play, 
85-yard  drive  and  notching  their 
first  on  the  board  with  an  11-yard 
touchdown  run  by  Travis  Gellatly. 
Near  the  end  of  the  third  quarter, 
Waterloo  quarterback  Jon  Morbey 
found  wide  receiver  Sean  Cowie 
for  a  30-yard  score.  After  the  Blues 
offence  sputtered  and  turned  over 
the  ball  to  the  Warriors,  Morbey 
showed  off  his  speed  with  a  75- 
yard  run  in  the  opening  minutes  of 


the  final  quarter. 

Trailing  21-10  in  the  fourth,  the 
Blues  responded  with  a  68-yard 
drive  that  found  paydirt  on  Stin- 
son's  seven-yard  run  for  six.  U  of 
T  quarterback  David  Hamilton 
found  receiver  Tony  Mammoliti 
for  the  two-point  conversion,  but 
the  Warriors  quickly  countered. 
Morbey  found  Cowie  again  for  a 
16-yard  touchdown  pass,  running 
the  score  to  28-18. 

With  1:26  remaining,  the  Blues 
attempted  the  comeback,  as  Ham- 
ilton and  Stinson  connected  for  a 
14-yard  score.  After  Valtellini's  ex- 
tra-point, the  Blues  lined  up  for  the 
onside  kick,  but  the  ball  would  not 
bounce  U  of  T's  way.  Time  expired 
on  the  Blues,  and  Waterloo  came 
out  with  the  victory. 

Stinson,  who  accounted  for  all 
the  Blues  touchdowns,  received  U 
of  T's  game  honours  with  his  nine 
catches  for  94  yards  and  10  carries 
for  57  more.  Hamilton  was  25  for  37 
in  pass  attempts,  accumulating  347 
yards  through  the  air,  with  Mam- 
moliti being  his  main  recipient  at" 
138  yards  on  six  catches.  Valtellini 
converted  one  of  five  field  goal  at- 
tempts. 

Next  up,  the  Blues  travel  to 
Guelph  to  take  on  the  0-2  Gry- 
phons this  Saturday. 
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i  Writers  Wanted. 

I    Write  for  SPORTS! 

^     Contact  sports@thevarsity.ca. 


^Canada  Computers 

/  www.canaclacomputers.com 


Add  a  19" 
Wide-Screen  LCD  E 
for  only 

$199.99**% 

■■■VVrthpurchr.se  of  3 


our  Friendly  Neighbournood  Compute 


Repair  &  Upgrade 
Services  Available 


567.99 


$3691991 


Protect 
your 
Computer 
^  r^^^i  with 
Symantec  Norton 
Antivirus  2006  for  only 


5)1,9799 


Offtce@Home2  Intel  Dual  Core** 

BTtiVWWJ  -   

Intel*  Pentium*  D  805  " 
S12MB  RAM,  160GB  HDD 
16x  Double  Layer  DVD±RW 
Integrated  Video 
10/lOOMbpslAN 
ATX  Mid  Tovw  w/  400w  PSU 
Canon  PIXMA  iP1600  Printer 
Kingnnax  SUMB  USB  Super  Stick 
•Afw  ?50  Maa-in-Reb«l5 
•■Operauno  sywem  not  mduded 

Acer  Aspire  5601  AWLMi 

Intpl*  Core-  Duo  T205n  1 .6GH7 
S12M6RAM,  I0OG6  HDD 
DVD-RW(Dual  drive ),  80X1 1  b/g 
15.4"TFT(Acer  OystalBrile) 
Windows  XP  Hoi-ne 
l-ree-tanon  PIXMA  1PI6OO  Printer  " 
free  Kingrnax  51 2Mn  USB  Super  Stick 
'After  $50  Mail-in-Rebaie 

Acer  TrayelMate  TM2428WXCi 


^309.99  ^Jii 

Linksys  WRT54GS  Wireiess-G 
Broadband  Router  w/Speedbooster 
I  JTi^s 

Buiil-in  4-port  full-  duplex       l($20  ^ 
10/100  Switch 

-After  Mail  In  fiesotc 

Linksys  WMP54GS  Wireless-G  PCI 
Adapter  w/SpeedBooster  J^^iJ^ 

Put  your  PC  wherever  you  want, 
with  no  fabling  hassle 


Intel'  Pentium*  M  '/3SA  1 70Hz 
2S6MB  RAM,  40GB  Hard  Drive 
802-1  ib/gWLAN,14.ri.CD 
Windows  XP  Home 
Free'  Canon  PIXMA  IP1600  Printer 
Free  Kinginax  512M8  USB  Super  Slick 

lintel 


Protect  your 
notebook  with 
Kensington 
MIcrosaver 
Retractable  Lock 


Wacom  Graphire4  4x5  Pen  Tablet 


USB  w/  Pen, 
Mouie,  Software 
Blue,  White,  Silver 


■   'Afttrr  $50  Mdil-tn-fl«b,tie 


Logitech  Cordless  Optical  Mouse 
Colour  Select 

USB/PS3 
Silver/Red,'Blue 


«Only  AU  prF:«  have 
not  i*^joiWbJii  f« 


360  College  St. 
loremaONMSi  is& 


when  is  the  last  time 
a  movie  made  you 
beg  for  mercy? 


paramount  pictures  and  mtV  fiimS  present  a  diCkhOUSe  production 

in  association  with  lyncli  siderow  productions  "jacl<ass  number  two" 
johnny  knoxville  bam  margera  steve-o  chris  pontius  ryan  dunn 
wee  man  preston  lacy  dave  england  ehren  mcghehey 
prc^cSsean  ciiver  dimitry  elyasiikevich  bam  margera 
rSSfsderek  freda  trip  taylor  david  gale  van  toffler 
'"'"=s jeff  tremaine  spike  jonze  johnny  knoxville 

=^jeff  tremaine 


CRUDE  CONTEHT. 
OlSTUReiWG  tOMTtNT, 
NUDITY. 

COAf)^  LANGUAGE 


souRdtracK  avasaDiB  on  oufislproot  fEcords 


jackassmovie.com 

WARNING:  The  stunts  in  this  movie  were  pertomwd  by  professionals,  so  neither 
you  rwr  your  dumb  Uttle  buddies  should  attempt  anything  from  this  movie. 

in  theatres  September  22 


DOWNTOWN  TORONTO  By  Jason  Kieffer 


University  of  Ottawa 


Attend  law  school  in  Canada 
and  the  United  States 

Earn  two  degrees: 

•  an  LLB  from  the  Universit)^  of  Ottawa;  AND 

•  a  JD  from  Michigan  State  University  College  of  Law*;  OR 

•  a  JD  from  American  University  Washington  College  of  Law. 

*Pay  Canadian  tuition  for  all  four  years  when  attendmg 
Michigan  State  University  College  of  Law. 


u  Ottawa 

L'LIijiversite  cynudieime 
Canada's  university 


For  more  information  visit: 

www.commonlaw.uOttawa.ca  or 
call  61 3-562-5800,  ext.  3288 

Application  deadline:  November  1 , 2006 


CLASSIFIEDS 


PART  TIME  TECH  SUPPORT  POSITION 

Must  be  outgoing,  willing  to  learn,  have 
excellent  problem  solving  skills,  be  familiar 
with  Windows  clients,  servers,  and  net- 
works. Vehicle  required  for  downtown  and 
GTA  travel.  Email  jobs@asynchronsystems. 
com  or  fax  416-924-9990. 

EGG  DONOR 

Healthy,  aged  21-32  yrs,  sought  by 
prof,  married  gay  couple.  Contact 
twosearchingdads@hotmail.com 


THREE  BEDROOM  APARTMENT 

With  spacious  kitchen  and  bathroom  on 
Euclid  Avenue  just  North  of  Bloor  St.W, 
five  minutes  walk  to  two  subway  stations. 
Very  quiet  atmosphere,  no  smokers  and 
no  pets.  It  can  be  shared.  For  information 
call  416-535-4295. 


DON'T  PARK  YOUR  BRAIN  AT  THE 
DOOR 

Stimulating  worship  and  warm  friendships 
at  Bloor  Street  United  Church.  10:30  a.m. 
Sundays  at  the  corner  of  Bloor  and  Huron, 
all  welcome,  groups.myspace/progressive 
church 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

COMPU-FRIEND 
NEED  COMPUTER  HELP? 

Set  Ups  and  Installation,  Networking, 
Troubleshooting,  Virus  Removals.  We 
come  to  you!  On-site  Service.  Cheap 
Rates!  Call  us  today  416-886-3330, 
www.compu-friend.ca 


10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  or  signup.  Just  dial  10-10-940 
before  your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on 
your  local  Bell  bill,  www.1010940.com 


ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  IVlasters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 
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416-946-7604 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 

the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 
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Hey  Frank,  with  Interne 
that's  always  fast,  we 
an  hang  out  more. 


I 


/ 


tico  High  S 


om  Belli 


off  Always  fast,  without  frustrating  slowdowns.' 

for  8  months^ 
no  contract 

Available  without  a  contract  and  at  a  reduced  price  exclusively  to  students,  Sympatico  " 
High  Speed  Internet  service  is  always  fast-even  during  peak  hours.  Installation  is  quick, 
easy,  and  you  get  full  technical  support  24/7.  I 


Plus,  show  your  student  card  and  you  could  win  your  tuition.^ 


Visit  a  Bell  retailer  near  you. 


Service  availaUe  to  residential  customer)  where  technology  permits.  $15  shipping  fee  applies  with  phone  order.  Offers  end  September  30,  2006;  subject  to  change  without  notice  and  cannot  be  combined  with  any  other  offer.  Ear'y  termination  fees  apply  for  all  term  agreements.  Taxes  extra. 
Other  conditions  apply  1 .  "Always  fast"  ar>d  "without  slowdowns"  apply  to  the  access  dedicated  from  the  subscnber's  modem  to  Bell's  switching  equipment.  Speeds  may  vary  with  your  technical  configuration,  Internet  traffic,  your  server  or  other  factors.  2.  Available  to  new  Sympatico  subscribers. 
Monthly  rate  is  $32,85/nr>o  for  months  1-8,  a  savings  of  $112.80;  the  then  current  monthly  rate  (now  $46.95)  applies  thereafter.  3,  No  purchase  necessary.  The  contest  closes  October  B.  2006,  at  11 :59  p.m.  (EDT).  The  contest  is  open  to  students  enrolled  at  a  recognized  Canadian  university, 
college  or  pK>st  secondary  educational  institution  who  reside  in  the  province  of  Ontario  or  Quebec,  have  reached  the  age  of  majority  in  their  province  of  residence  at  the  date  of  entering  the  contest  and  have  a  valid  original  student  card.  There  are  30,012  prices  with  an  approximate  total  value  of 
$98,250.00  CDN.  The  odds  of  winning  are  based  on  a  projection  of  30,012  participants.  Actual  odds  depend  on  the  number  of  eligible  people  who  enter  for  and  play  the  game.  Winners  must  answer  a  skill-testing  question.  Full  details  at  www.backtoschool.sympatico.ca. 
Sympatico  is  a  trade  mark  of  8ell  Canada  ~&2005,  VANOC.  Used  under  license. 
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HITS  HART  HOUSE 
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'Pothead 
prof  gets 
smoking 
room 


Amy  Smithers 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


As  of  this  week,  Trinity  College  phi- 
losophy professor  Doug  Hutchinson 
will  be  authorized  to  smoke  marijuana 
openly  on  campus. 

In  a  statement  sent  to  university 
administrators  and  philosophy  de- 
partment faculty  members  Friday, 
Hutchinson  revealed  he  has  been  us- 
ing marijuana  as  a  therapeutic  treat- 
ment for  a  chronic  health  condition 
for  over  ten  years. 
"I  was  'outed'  by  College  authorities 
from  where  I  was  hiding  in  my  'dope 
closet',"  his  statement  said.  It  also  said 
that  the  process  of  getting  permission 
to  puff  was  long  and  ugly,  but  ultimate- 
ly fruitful. 

He  has  now  been  given  a  ventilated 
smoking  room  in  the  basement  of  Trin- 
ity College,  and  the  provosts  of  both 
the  college  and  the  university  have 
written  him  letters  commending  his 
choice. 

"Over  the  course  of  the  months  of 
sometimes  angry  discussions,  the  oth- 
er side  learned  better  what  the  facts  of 
my  case  and  the  laws  on  marijuana  ac- 
tually are,"  said  his  statement. 

"I'm  quite  impressed  with  the  univer- 
sity, and  the  fact  that  they're  giving 
him  a  room  to  smoke,"  said  Paul  Egan, 
a  graduate  student  who  majored  in 
philosophy  as  an  undergrad.  "Anyone 
who  knows  Hutchinson  knows  he  has 
some  pretty  impressive  credentials. 
I  don't  think  [his  teaching]  will  be  af- 
fected. The  fact  that  he  can  teach  a 
class  on  Seneca  while  high  is  incred- 
ible." 

Hutchinson  said  he  was  aware  of 
the  possible  impact  to  his  credibility 
as  a  professor,  but  wished  to  come 
out  publicly  on  his  own  terms.  So  he 
is  inviting  sceptics  to  evaluate  his  per- 
formance. 
"There  are  10  spare  seats  in  the 
[course  on  the  philosopher  Seneca] 
which  meet  from  10  to  1  on  Tuesdays, 
and  I  invite  [visitors]  to  see  for  them- 
selves whether  the  pot-head  professor 
is  teaching  well. 


SEEP0THEAD'-PG3 


^THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO'S  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SINCE  1880 


//CHUG  A-LUGl 


St.  Mike's  rugby  player  Sahar  Lakhani  enjoys  a  beverage  after  the  inaugural  intramural  women's  rugby  match  on  Sunday  be- 
tween St.  Michael's  College  against  Engineering,  which  the  engineers  won  27-0.  As  is  the  tradition  in  rugby,  the  two  teams  pick 
their  adversary's  MVP,  who  then  chug  a  cold  beverage  as  a  peace  offering  after  battle. 


www.thevarsity.ca 
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Student 
killed  in 
apparent 
street 
race 


Uschenna  Odi,  a  fourth-year  hon- 
ours student  at  Woodsworth  Col- 
lege, was  killed  last  Tuesday  night 
on  the  Queensway  in  Mississauga. 
The  circumstances  surrounding  the 
incident  appear  to  be  that  of  a  street 
race  between  four  or  five  cars,  two  of 
which  zoomed  up  and  surrounded 
Odi's  pickup  truck,  before  clipping 
the  back  of  the  vehicle  and  causing 
it  to  careen  into  a  street  pole.  Odi 
died  instantly.  Investigators  agree 
that  Odi  was  an  innocent  bystander 
who  had  been  driving  his  friend's 
truck  and  minding  his  own  business 
when  the  accident  occurred. 

Odi  was  from  Nigeria  but  had  reg- 
istered as  a  domestic  student.  He 
had  transferred  from  Abia  State  Uni- 
versity in  2002  and  was  specializing 
in  zoology,  physiology,  and  biology 
at  U  of  T's  Woodsworth  College. 
His  death  is  the  latest  in  a  string  of 
street  racing-related  deaths,  which 
have  prompted  the  Harper  govern- 
ment to  work  on  a  bill  to  make  street 
racing  a  federal  offense. 

The  university's  community  safe- 
ty and  counseling  office  is  available 
to  students  who  may  need  support 
in  dealing  with  Odi's  death. 
-JOSEPHINE  LEE 


//ST.  GEORGE  STUDENT  CENTRE 


Student  centre  levy  likely 


Adnan  Khan 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


A  student  centre  for  the  St.  George 
campus  is  an  old  chestnut,  but  this 
week  the  bid  to  build  it  is  set  to  receive 
a  boost. 

A  report,  to  be  presented  at  the 
University  Affairs  Board  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  Sept.  26,  will  recommend  the 
construction  of  another  "large  node  of 
student  activity  space"  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  committee  to  begin  plan- 
ning it.  It  also  outlines  ways  to  fund  it, 
which  will  likely  involve  a  student  levy. 

The  report  was  put  together  by  the 
Committee  to  Review  Student  Space 
on  the  St.  George  Campus,  which  has 
examined  the  issue  since  July  2005. 

"There  is  a  sense  that  the  space  is  not 
enough  to  accommodate  huge  student 
needs,"  said  university  president  Da- 
vid Naylor.  "Part  of  the  issue  is  getting 
not  only  more  study  space,  more  infor- 
mal space,  but  a  lot  more  eating  space. 

"1  think  it  would  be  terrific  if  we  could 
actually  provide  a  very  substantial  stu- 
dent commons  on  site  12,"  Naylor  said, 
referring  to  the  empty  parking  lot  on 


Devonshire  Ave.,  beside  Woodsworth 
College  and  across  from  the  Varsity 
arena. 

Student  leaders  also  welcomed  the 
committee's  report. 

"We  are  encouraged  that  the  univer- 
sity is  finally  recognizing  what  SAC  has 
been  long  fighting  for:  a  student-run  fa- 
cility that  can  cater  to  students'  needs," 
said  Students  Administrative  Council 
(SAC)  chairperson  Jen  Hassum. 

In  the  spring  of  2005,  a  SAC  referen- 
dum asked  students  whether  they  sup- 
port the  idea  of  a  centre  that  would  be 
"student  owned  and  operated,  open 
365  days  a  year,"  whose  construction 
would  be  partly  funded  through  a 
levy. 

This  might  range  around  $45  per 
student  a  year,  the  referendum  ques- 
tion hinted.  (Student  centre  levies  at 
UTSC  and  UTM,  meanwhile,  are  $63 
and  $52  a  year  respectively.)  Of  the 
roughly  seven  per  cent  of  St.  George 
students  who  voted  on  the  question, 
57  per  cent  were  in  favour  and  36  per 
cent  opposed  it. 

SEE  ST.  GEORGE' -PG  2 


//WHAT STUDENTS  SAY 


This  spring,  the  student  space 
committee  gauged  the  attitudes 
of  4,135  students  towards  a  St. 
George  student  campus  centre: 


58 

32 


agreed  that  a  central 
space  to  congregate 
on  campus  is  needed 


/o 


80/ 
disagreed 

40%  would  pay  $1-20  for  a 
Student  centre 

24%  would  pay  $20-50  for  it 

8%  would  pay  $50-200 


Carleton's  recipe 
for  disaster 


Andre  Bovee-Begun 


Imagine  coming  to  classes  one  day  and 
finding  the  Sidney  Smith  patio  being 
demolished  and  the  Students  Admin- 
istrative Council  (SAC)  booted  out 
of  their  offices  and  suing  Governing 
Council. 

That's  basically  what  happened  at 
Carleton  University  last  year  when 
plans  to  renovate  the  aging  "Unicen- 
tre,"  the  Ottawa  university's  student 
hub,  spiraled  out  of  control  in  a  bizarre 
and  continuing  squabble  over  who 
controls  and  pays  for  student. 

The  fight  centered  around  the  is- 
sue of  ownership  and  control.  While 
student  leaders  cire  keen  on  exclusive 
control  of  their  student  centres,  uni- 
versities are  generally  loth  to  grant 
them  this  right. 

The  debacle  at  Carleton  began  in 
April  2005,  when  former  Carleton  pres- 
ident Richard  Van  Loon  sent  Carleton 
University  Students'  Union  (CUSA) 
a  letter  telling  them  to  give  up  their 
space  in  the  Unicentre  to  make  room 

SEE  CARLETON' -PG 2 
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West  Entrance, 
Elevator  &  TTY 


Your  student  centre! 


$5  BUCK  LUNCH 

Sept  27  from  1 1:45AM  -  2:00PM 
in  the  Great  Hall 

Creative  Sustainability  Fair 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

Weekly  commuters  lounge  every  Wednesday  in  the 
East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1:30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  Celebrate  Environment  Week  by 
engaging  with  some  of  U  ofT's  groups 
committed  to  sustainability. 
Drop  in  for  coffee  &  cookies,  meet  new  people  and 

find  out  how  you  can  get  involved  on  campus. 
Same  time.  Same  place.  Unlimited  opportunities. 


TORONTO 
PSYCHOGEOGRAPHY 
WALK 

Sept.  28,  2006  from  7:30  PM  -  10:00  PM 
Explore  the  city  on  foot.  Starting  in  the  Map  Room 
in  Hart  House  and  ending  at  the  Gladstone.  Free! 


Nuit  Blanche 

Let's  spend  the  night  together! 

On  Sept.  30,  from  sundown  7:00PM  to  sunrise  7:00AM 
experience  Nuit  Blanche.  A  free  all  night  celebration  of 

contemporary  art  in  Toronto. 
The  House  will  be  at  the  hub  of  activities  happening  on 
campus  with  interaaive  art  work  from  Instant  Coffee 
and  FASTWURMS. 


INTHEJUSTINA  M. 
BARNICKE  GALLERY 

Stephen  Andrews:  Selected  works  from  the 
Salah  J.  Bachir  Collection. 
This  exhibition  represents  a  vital  cross-section  of  the 
artist's  socially  conscious  art  works. 
Runs  until  Oct  9th. 


For  more  Hart  House 
events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 


rfradPesigrr 

the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 
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Yet  despite  the  referendum's  suc- 
cess, the  findings  of  a  student  survey 
conducted  by  the  student  space  com- 
mittee this  spring  reveals  ambivalence 
among  students.  Fifty-eight  per  cent  of 
respondents  said  that  sources  besides 
a  student  levy  should  be  used  to  fund  it, 
and  40  per  cent  said  they  would  only  be 
willing  to  pay  between  one  and  $20. 

And  the  report  recommends  that  the 
university  pitch  in  50  cents  for  every 
student  levy  dollar  raised. 

Aside  from  the  levy  issue,  a  senior 
SAC  official  spoke  to  The  Varsity  earlier 
this  year  of  perceived  opposition  to  a 


student  centre  from  some  of  the  exist- 
ing student  hubs,  such  as  Hart  House. 
"[They  are]  actively  against  it,  I  would 
say,"  the  official  said. 

Speaking  to  these  comments.  Hart 
House  Warden  Margaret  Hancock  said, 
"We  have  always  agreed  that  there  is  a 
need  for  more  student  activity  space," 
adding  that  "Hart  House  has  a  finite 
capacity  and  cannot  be  all  things  to  all 
people." 

To  avoid  such  potential  conflicts  be- 
tween existing  nodes,  the  space  com- 
mittee report  recommends  that  a  net- 
work of  individuals  be  created  who  will 
manage  the  use  of  student  space  on  St. 
George  campus. 


news@thevarsity.ca 


"It  is  my  hope  that  this  network  will 
have  an  intentional  focus  on  how  the 
various  major  nodes  of  student  activ- 
ity space  complement  each  other  in  the 
programs  and  services  offered,"  said 
assistant  director  of  student  affairs  Jim 
Delaney. 

Asked  to  speculate  on  the  odds  of  go- 
ing to  the  students  with  a  plan  on  the  St. 
George  student  centre  this  school  year, 
the  SAC  official  put  them  at  one-in-three 
to  one-in-four. 

"It's  as  good  as  they've  been  in  over  a 
decade,"  the  official  said. 

News  editor  Mike  Ghenu  contributed  to 
this  report 


■CARLETON'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

for  renovations.  Then-president  Car- 
ole Saab  of  CUSA  protested  that  the 
university  was  breaking  a  1996  license 
agreement  that  protects  its  right  to  the 
space. 

The  university  said  it  had  the  right  to 
revoke  the  space  from  CUSA.  The  fact 
that  the  terms  of  the  1996  agreement 
were  kept  secret  only  complicated 
matters. 

Talks  quickly  broke  down,  and  the 
university  pushed  ahead  with  plans 
to  demolish  CUSA's  space,  along  with 
that  of  several  other  student  groups 
and  the  patio  of  a  popular  student- 
run  pub.  Two  weeks  after  the  first  let- 
ter was  sent,  a  demolition  crew  was 
brought  in  on  April  21  at  4  a.m. — an 
hour  before  a  scheduled  sit-in  to  pro- 
test the  demolition. 

Arriving  at  the  site  to  find  it  fenced 
off  and  being  torn  up  by  construc- 
tion workers,  Saab  responded  with  a 


march  on  administration  offices.  The 
next  day,  CUSA  filed  a  lawsuit  seeking 
$500,000  from  the  university. 

The  next  week  and  a  half  saw  six 
protestors  arrested  for  sneaking  past 
construction  barriers,  and  40  students 
led  by  Saab  shutting  down  a  Board  of 
Governors  meeting. 

Talks  reopened  in  early  May  2005, 
and  the  situation  seemed  to  improve 
when  incoming  Carleton  president  Da- 
vid Atkinson  took  office  last  summer 
and  discussed  the  possibility  of  a  new 
student  centre.  CUSA  dropped  its  law- 
suit after  the  university  approved  the 
new  building  and  signed  an  important 
agreement  in  Aug.  2005  that  outlined 
terms  for  the  proposed  building. 

The  saga  did  not  end  there. 

Students  at  Carleton  voted  against 
a  student  fee  increase  of  $11.40  per 
credit  to  pay  for  the  construction  of  a 
brand  new  student  centre.  Speaking  to 
the  Charlatan,  a  campus  paper,  Atkin- 
son said  the  outcome  demonstrated 


that  a  new  building  is  not  a  priority  for 
students.  He  blamed  the  referendum's 
failure  on  the  lack  of  comprehensive 
plans  for  the  building. 

Shawn  Menard,  the  current  presi- 
dent of  CUSA,  has  publicly  stated  that 
the  referendum  was  organized  too 
quickly,  and  the  question  was  worded 
in  a  complicated,  unclear  way.  Student 
groups  have  said  they  will  continue 
to  seek  funding  for  the  new  building 
in  future  semesters,  and  argued  that 
the  university  should  contribute  to  the 
student  centre's  construction,  but  At- 
kinson has  just  dropped  his  support  of 
the  building. 

Now,  CUSA  is  threatening  to  sue 
once  again.  Menard  said  he  hopes  to 
improve  relations  with  Carleton's  ad- 
ministration this  year,  but  accused  the 
university  of  "picking  and  choosing" 
between  the  financial  obligations  in 
the  Aug.  2005  agreement.  In  the  mean- 
time, most  of  the  areas  torn  down  in 
April  2005  remain  under  construction. 


Attention  All  SAC  Members 


The  Student's  Adminstrative  Council  -  your  students' 
union  -  Is  holding  a  byelection  to  fill  vacancies  on 
the  Board  of  Directors  in  the  following  constltuenices. 

Ontario  Institute  for  Studies  in  Education 
Toronto  School  of  Theology 
Transitional  Year  Program 
University  College 

Nomination  Period 

Sept.  18th  at  12  noon  to  Sept.  22nd  at  5  pm 
Second  Nomination  Period 

Sept.  25th  at  12  noon  to  Sept.  29th  at  5  pm 
All  Candidates  Meeting 

Friday  September  29th  at  5pm 
Campaign  Period 

Oct.  2nd  at  12  noon  to  Oct.  13  at  5pm 
Voting  Period 

Oct.  1 1th  at  12  noon  to  Oct.  13  at  5pm 

To  become  a  candidate,  members  of  a  constituency 
can  pick  up  a  candidate  information  package  during 
the  nomination  period  in  the  SAC  office.  If  no 
candidates  are  nominated  for  a  specific  seat, 
nominations  for  these  seats  will  become  open  to  all 
full-time  undergraduates  during  the  second  nomination 
period.  Full  election  rules  are  available  from  SAC. 

For  further  information,  contact  Elections  Committee 
c/o  VP  University  Affairs,  vpua@sac.utoronto.ca 
12  Hart  House  Circle,  University  of  Toronto 
416-978-4911  x230 
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//  ADMINISTRATORS  CLOWNING  AROUND 


Sporting  "Active  U"  T-shirts,  U  of  T's  top  brass  kicked  off  their  first  fall  with  a  shoe-kick  competition  on  front  campus  last 
Thursday  morning.  Participants  each  kicked  off  a  shoe  to  see  who  could  make  it  fly  the  furthest.  Above,  U  of  T  president  David 
Naylor  and  provost  Vivek  Goel  (front  left)  check  on  a  participant  who  was  left  upended  by  the  experience. 


'POTHEAD'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

"I'm  sure  it  will  influence  his  reputa- 
tion," said  former  philosophy  student 
Jamie  Smith,  who  is  now  working  on 
his  Masters  degree  in  social  and  po- 
litical thought.  "But  it  will  say  more 
about  the  people  who  like  and  dislike 
him  than  it  will  about  him  as  a  per- 
son." 

As  his  pot  privileges  become  pub- 
licized, Hutchison  hopes  his  case 
will  change  the  way  U  of  T  treats 
marijuana.  He  cited  the  case  of  a  Trin- 


ity student  who  was  expelled  from 
residence  for  pot  possession  in  2005. 
Hutchison  claimed  this  action  violat- 
ed the  student's  Charter  rights. 

But  so  far  as  the  relationship  be- 
tween philosophy  and  marijuana  goes, 
the  connection  is  still  up  for  debate. 
"All  activities  and  substances  that 
make  one  think  differently  are  in 
some  sense  philosophical,"  said 
Smith.  "Compared  to  religious  danc- 
ing or  drinking  alcohol  [marijuana]  is 
conducive  to  philosophic  thought — in 
moderation." 
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Thai  Boxing  Academy 


•  Adult  and  Kids  Classes 

•  Personal  Training 

•  Weight  Facility 

•  Champion  Instructors 

416-781-3775 
www.houseofmuaythai.com 
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Preparation  Seminars 


•  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

•  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

•  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

•  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
f  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

•  Free  Repeat  Policy 

«  Personal  Tutoring  Available 
«  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

www.oxfordseminars.com 


Thinking  of  studying 
in  Australia? 

Murdoch  UniversrtY  locoted  in  Perth,  Western  Austrolio  hos  ochieved  an 
internotionol  reputation  for  the  quality  of  its  teaching  ond  research. 

Join  our  staff  on 
Sunday,  1st  Oct  at  10.00am 
Marriott  Downtown  Eaton  Centre,  Toronto 

To  leorn  more  about  Murdoch  ond  our  extensive 
courses  ranging  from  Education  (recognised  by 
OCT)  to  Health  Sciences. 

For  further  details  please  contact 
TEACH 

Tel;  905  388  8972 
Email:  teach@nas.net 


h .  edu .  au/internationo  I 
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15^^  Annual  Victoria  College 

BOOK  SALE 

2006  >  * 

Thousands  of  good  used  books! 
All  subject  areas...  Amazing  prices! 

Thursday,  September  28:  5  p.m.  —  10  p.m.* 

Friday,  September  29:  10  a.m.  -  8  p.m. 
Saturday,  September  30:  10  a.m.  —  10  p.m. 
...  0       Sunday,  October  1:  11  a.m.  —  5  p.m. 
^        Monday,  October  2:  10  a.m.  -  8  p.m. 

*  (First  night  only  -admission  $3.00-students  free  with  ID) 

Location:  Alumni  Hall  and  Chapel,  Old  Vic 

91  Charles  Street  West  (at  Museum  Subway  Exit) 

*        For  more  information 
call  416-585-4471  or  416-585-4585 
vic.booksale@utoronto.ca 

Proceeds  to  Victoria  University  Library 


THE  UNIVERSITY  PROFESSOR 

LECTURE  SERIES 

AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 
2006-2007 


Gender  Inequities  in  the 
Global  Viiiage 

Donna  E.  Stewart 

Departments  of  Psychiatry,  Obstetrics 
and  Gynecology,  Medicine, Anaesthesia, 
Family  and  Community  Medicine  & 
Surgery 

Faculty  of  Medicine 


Tuesday,  September  26, 2006 

7:30  pm 

George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  15  Devonshire  Place 

FREE  ADMISSION  •  GENERAL  SEATING  •  DOORS  OPEN  AT  6:30  RM. 


For  more  information,  visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca  or  call  (416)  946-S937. 


FACULTY 
■VAKIS& 
SClbNCh 


The  University  Profewor  Lecture  Series  is  presented  t^Uie  GLOBAL 
Global  Knowl<;<Jge  Foundatton  and  sponsored  by  the  KNOWLEDGE 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  and  the  Bderwood  Foundation.  FOUNDATION 
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Excellent. 

On  Thursday,  read  a 
review  of  David  Naylor's 
Jirstyear  in  office 


//NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


At  York  University,  class 
is  on  your  iPod 

Visual  learners  at  York  University  can 
now  use  their  iPods  to  view  lectures 
and  lecture  handouts  on  the  go.  A  new 
first-year  philosophy  course  is  deliv- 
ered entirely  online,  and  is  available 
through  downloadable  video  podcast, 
known  as  "v-casts."  This  course  is  the 
second  in  Canada  to  use  video  pod- 
casting.  Students  can  have  lectures 


and  handouts  sent  to  their  iPods,  can 
download  lectures  in  audio  format, 
or  view  them  on  the  course  website. 
The  site  also  allows  students  to  chat 
with  each  other,  or  book  virtual  office 
hours  with  the  instructor.  While  the 
new  technology  is  important,  students 
are  cautioned  that  the  course  will  not 
necessarily  be  easier  because  of  it; 
the  final  exam  is  still  administered  the 
old-fashioned  way. 
-AMYSMITHERS 


University  denies 
seeking  changes  to 
city's  official  plan 

After  a  report  in  the  Toronto  Star  on 
Friday,  which  stated  that  the  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto  will  be  seeking 
an  exemption  from  tenant-protec- 
tion policies,  U  of  T  is  rushing  to 
do  some  damage  control.  A  letter 
was  sent  to  all  tenants  in  the  Hu- 
ron-Sussex neighbourhood,  claim- 
ing that  a  mistaken  impression  was 
given  by  the  Star  report.  The  Star 


spoke  to  two  elderly  tenants  in  U 
of  T-owned  housing  on  the  west 
side  of  campus  who  feared  evic- 
tion. Contrary  to  claims  in  the  pa- 
per, U  of  T  maintains  that  it  is  not 
appealing  for  exemption  from  the 
Ontario  Municipal  Board's  Official 
Plan.  At  one  point  this  action  was 
considered,  but  the  university  now 
believes  that  their  obligations  can 
be  balanced  with  those  of  the  Plan. 
The  university  denies  that  any 
evictions  have  been  or  are  being 
planned. 
-A.S. 
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Teach  English 
Overseas 


SAVE  UP  TO  85%  OFF  RETAIL  PRICIN< 


thousands  of  titles  available. 


» Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

*  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

*  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

*  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

« Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 
«  Teacher  Placement  Service 

*  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 
<  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Adobe  Creative  Suite 
2.0  Premium 


Adobe  Studio  8 

$34998 


Microsoft  Office  2003 


QuarkXPress  7.0 


AutoCad  2007 
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I  Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-924-3240I1-800-I79-17I9 

www.oxfordseminars.com 
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Adobe  Design  Bundle    FileMaker  Pro  8.5 
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Avid  Xpress  PRO  HD 
$2^00 


MindManager  Pro  6 

$149»8 


Endnote  X 


Adobe  Acrobat  7.0  Pro 

$19998 


FREE 

CLASSROOM  KIT! 

Educators: 

Request  a  free  Classroorn  Kit 
containing  brochures  and 
posters  for  your  students. 

wwwJoume^d.ca.asp 


www.JourneyEdxa 


MERCER  OLIVER  WYMAN 

A  leader  in  financial  services  strategy  and  risk  managennent  consulting 


Why  consulting? 
Why  a  specialist  firm? 


Why  Mercer  Oliver  Wyman? 


Come  find  out 


Learn  more  at  our 
presentation  TODAY  ■■■ 


Date 

September  25 

Time 

3;00  PM 

Location 

35  St  George,  Room  GB202 


Resume  drop  deadline 

September  28,  2006 


Direct  all  correspondence  and  Inquiries  to: 

Christian  Sc haub,  NA  Campus  Recruiting  Manager 
Mercer  Oliver  Wyman 

99  Park  Avenue.  New  York,  New  York  10016 
Tel  (212)  541-8100  Fax  (212)  541-8957 
campusrecrurtingemow.com 

www.MercerOliverWyman.com 
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Do  you  have 

"  *  ^tWeed  allergies? 

late  summer  ami  fall  months... 


sneezing  ? 
runny,  itchy  nose  ? 
red,  watery,  itdiy  eyes? 

Allied  Research  International  is  seeking  men  and  women 
1 18  and  older  with  ragweed  allergies  to  participate  in  a 
research  study  testing  an  investigational  oral  medication. 

Qualifying  participants  will  be  compensated  for  participation  in  the  study 

Call:  905-629-5777  (ext.  1)  or  Toll  free:  1-888-i«lI-5544 
E-mail:  voiunteer@allied-research.com 

Regular  hours  of  operation:  Monday  to  Friday:  9am  to  8pm 
Saturday:  9am  to  1pm 


Allied 
[1  ^  Research 
International 


4520  Dixie  Rd  in  Mississauga 

2  blocks  south  of  Eglinton  Ave 
www.allled-research.com 

ARI  is  a  contract  research  organization  dedicated  to  the  advancement 
of  clinical  research.  We  conduct  research  lor  both  healthy  volunteers 
and  those  with  medical  con<Stions. 
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Pope  Benedict's  call  for  peace 


Peter  O'Hagan  

"Show  me  just  what  Mohammed 
brought  that  was  new,  and  there  you 
will  find  things  only  evil  and  inhu- 
man, such  as  his  command  to  spread 
by  the  sword  the  faith  he  preached." 

Anyone  following  the  recent  brou- 
haha over  Pope  Benedict's  speech 
at  the  University  of  Regensburg  will 
recognize  these  as  the  words  of  14th 
century  Byzantine  emperor  Manual 
Paleologos,  quoted  by  Benedict  in  his 
remarks.  In  the  days  that  followed  the 
pope's  speech,  threats  and  protests 
have  poured  in  from  Muslims  around 
the  world. 

The  pope  has  subsequently  stated 


that  he  regrets  the  misunderstand- 
ing caused  by  his  speech;  he  also 
clarified  that  he  does  not  adhere  to 
the  emperor's  views.  Many  Muslims, 
however,  continue  to  threaten  both 
the  pope  and  other  Christians. 

Benedict  made  a  big  blunder,  eh? 
Actually,  no. 

The  pope  was  using  the  debate  be- 
tween the  Christian  emperor  and  the 
Muslim  scholar  as  a  springboard  to  a 
profound  discussion  of  the  relation- 
ship between  faith  and  reason.  His 
point  was  that  the  modern  West  is 
in  the  dangerous  position  of  putting 
reason  and  faith  at  odds  when,  in  fact, 
they  should  work  hand-in-hand. 

Benedict  insists  that  religion  and 


violence  are  incompatible,  which  is 
the  emperor's  point.  The  difference 
between  Paleologos  and  Benedict  is 
that  the  emperor  saw  in  Islam  nothing 
but  violence,  whereas  the  pope  sees  a 
religion  that  worships  the  same  God 
as  Christianity  and  with  whom  there 
is  the  possibility  of  fruitful  dialogue. 

The  only  error  in  this  scenario  was 
made  by  the  Muslim  clerics  and  orga- 
nizations that  blew  a  non-issue  out  of 
proportion.  How  ridiculous  is  it  to  see 
Al-Qaeda  protesting  the  defamation  of 
a  religion  that  they  themselves  deface 
daily  with  their  psychopathic  rants  of 
hatred  and  violence?  How  ironic  is  it 
to  see  people  burning  effigies  and  at- 
tacking churches,  behaviour  which 


merely  proves  the  emperor's  point? 

The  slurs  hurled  at  the  pope  in  the 
wake  of  this  incident  are  far  more  of- 
fensive to  Catholics  than  the  remarks 
of  a  14th  century  emperor  can  possi- 
bly be  for  Muslims.  Yet  there  are  no 
effigies  of  Muhammed  being  burned 
in  protest,  nor  are  mosques  being  at- 
tacked. 

In  fact,  if  Catholics  were  to  react  in 
such  a  violent  and  over-blown  man- 
ner, the  pope  would  be  the  first  to 
denounce  these  actions  as  contrary 
to  reason  and  religion.  This  is  what 
moderate  Muslims  must  do,  and 
thankfully  many  have  done  so. 

The  vast  majority  of  Muslims  are 
not  the  fanatical  types  whose  antics 


tar  the  reputation  of  their  religion. 
The  majority  are,  I  would  hope,  em- 
barrassed and  outraged  at  the  cari- 
cature of  their  faith  which  these  radi- 
cals promote.  Benedict's  upcoming 
trip  to  Turkey  is  a  golden  opportunity 
for  Muslims  to  demonstrate  that  they 
are  as  interested  in  non-violent  inter- 
action as  the  pope  is. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  de- 
spite the  bluntness  of  the  Byzantine 
emperor,  he  and  the  Muslim  scholar 
were  apparently  able  to  carry  on  their 
theological  discussion  with  equanim- 
ity. Surely  it  is  time  for  Christians  and 
Muslims  to  put  aside  petty  differences 
and  respond  to  the  pope's  welcome 
call  to  dialogue  with  one  another. 
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Mosaic  or  meltdown? 


ANJI SAMARASEKERA  challenges  our  cultural  diversity  myth 


A couple  of  weeks  ago  I 
asked  an  international 
student  in  my  orienta- 
tion group  about  his  percep- 
tions of  Canadian  culture  thus 
far.  Bursting  with  pride,  1  waited 
for  the  sugary  praise  he  was 
sure  to  dole  out  with  respect  to 
Toronto's  diversity  and  Canada's 
progressive  multicultureilism 
policy. 

But  instead  of  sweet  acco- 
lades, 1  got  a  smack  in  the  face. 

"Aren't  you  guys  supposed  to 
be  a  melting  pot  or  something?" 
he  flatly  responded.  "Seems 
like  just  a  bunch  of  segregated 
neighbourhoods  to  me." 

Mistaking  his  insightfulness  for  igno- 
rance, I  patiently  explained  that  he  was 
confusing  us  with  our  homogenizing 
neighbours  to  the  south.  Canada's  ver- 
sion of  multiculturalism,  I  explained, 
is  best  understood  by  way  of  a  mosaic 
metaphor:  each  ethnic  identity  glitter- 
ing uniquely  from  within  the  confines  of 
a  single,  harmoniously  blended  master- 
piece. He  didn't  buy  it.  And  to  tell  you 
the  truth,  neither  do  1. 

It  appears  that  the  mosaic  model  of 
multiculturalism  is  at  best  a  fairy  tale, 
and  at  worst  a  party  to  all  sorts  of  ug- 
liness, including  this  summer's  home- 
grown terrorist  plot. 

One  need  not  look  very  fcir  to  witness 
the  splintering  of  Canada's  socio-po- 
litical claim  to  fame.  From  campuses 
across  the  country  where  students 
move  about  in  ethnically  defined  pods, 
to  neighbourhoods  in  our  largest  cities 
in  which  one  would  be  hard-pressed  to 
hear  a  word  of  English  or  French,  it  is 
plain  to  see  that  what  we  thought  was  a 


Tussles  like  last  summer's  Caledonia  blockade  indicate  that 
we're  not  as  seamlessly  multicutural  as  we'd  like  to  believe. 


mosaic  is  really  more  like  a  junior  high 
schoolyard.  We  don't  have  Trudeau's 
vision  of  pluralism — ^we  have  teenage 
cliquishness. 

While  this  lack  of  integration  may  not 
be  true  of  every  neighbourhood,  it  is 
widespread  enough  to  be  observed  by 
a  newcomer.  And  the  effects  of  a  dys- 
functional multicultural  identity  can 
no  longer  be  dismissed  as  wholly  in- 
nocuous. Indeed,  the  events  in  Toronto 
and  Caledonia  this  past  summer  reveal 
the  virulent  potential  of  a  society  that 
seems  integrated  but  actually  isn't. 

While  many  observers  cited  a  lack 
of  coherence  between  Canada's  main- 
stream culture  and  the  values  of  the  mi- 
nority groups  as  a  precipitating  factor  in 
the  aforementioned  conflicts,  it  appears 
that  a  more  accurate  characterization 
of  the  culprit  hits  closer  to  home. 

For  there  to  be  a  culture  clash  at  all, 
an  identifiable,  mainstream  identity 
must  first  exist.  Perhaps  it  wasn't  inco- 
herence that  contributed  to  the  sense  of 
disconnection  felt  by  the  Muslim  terror 


suspects  or  Native  protestors, 
but  rather  a  lack  of  something  to 
connect  to  altogether. 

What  does  being  "Canadian" 
mean,  anyway?  I  have  a  very 
difficult  time  answering  that 
question  and  was  grateful  that 
my  international  friend  did  not 
respond  to  my  candy-coated 
^  explanation  with  such  a  retort. 
1  And  therein  lies  the  problem 
s  with  the  mosaic  model.  It  does 
S  not  always  follow  that  if  you  glue 
"  pieces  of  coloured  tile  to  a  can- 
vas, an  aesthetically  harmoni- 
ous image  emerges.  Sometimes 
a  bunch  of  glass  is  just  that. 
So  what  is  the  solution?  How  do  we 
go  about  constructing  a  sense  of  "Ca- 
nadian-ness,"  and  will  such  an  identity 
really  make  a  difference  when  it  comes 
to  the  political  brain-teasers  that  are 
homegrown  terrorism  and  aboriginal 
land  claim 'disputes?  Certainly,  it  would 
be  naive  to  think  that  one  could  explain 
away  such  complex  issues  by  pointing 
to  a  single  threadbare  patch  in  our  so- 
cial fabric. 

Instead,  what  the  events  of  this  sum- 
mer and  my  own  observations  warrant 
is  the  recognition  that  the  old  mosaic 
model  is  more  Peter  Pan  than  political 
reality.  Only  upon  acknowledging  this 
shortcoming  will  Canadians  from  every 
community  be  able  to  have  a  meaning- 
ful discussion  about  what  we  want  in 
our  national  identity. 

Canada  is  a  country  that  is  currently 
struggling  through  its  adolescence. 
And  while  that  can  mean  growing  out 
of  our  favorite  fables,  it  also  means 
that  our  greatest  potential  is  yet  to  be 
realized. 


The  Pulp 
Kitchen 

Amle  Watson  and  Amanda  Whittal 


Ah,  the  typical  life  of  a  student:  rushing 
from  home  to  make  it  to  class  on  time, 
grabbing  a  bag  of  chips  or  a  can  of  pop 
to  provide  that  much-needed  energy 
boost  for  the  day. 

Sound  familiar?  Well  maybe  it's  time 
to  make  some  changes!  Check  out  "The 
Pulp  Kitchen,"  a  quaint  little  restaurant 
on  Queen  Street  East,  specializing  in 
vegetarian  and  health  conscious  cui- 
sine. 

Living  on  a  budget  and  still  eating 
right  is  hard  for  most  students,  so  to 
kick  off  the  year,  here's  the  first  in  a 
series  of  healthy-eating  restaurant  re- 
views, brought  to  you  by  two  equally 
struggling  students. 

For  all  you  burger  and  fries  fans,  don't 
let  this  scare  you  away!  You  will  treat 
your  taste  buds  to  a  wonderful  new  ex- 
perience of  flavours.  After  two  visits  to 
the  restaurant,  we  can  say  that  while  it 
is  not  especially  close  to  campus,  it  is 
worth  making  the  trip  over  for  lunch  or 
breakfast. 

With  metal-frame  chairs  and  diner  ta- 
bles mixed  with  Japanese  lanterns  and 
modern  decor,  this  restaurant  is  aimed 
towards  our  generation.  The  restaurant 
shirts  on  sale  at  the  front  are  even  the 
Classic  Girl  brand  known  for  its  fair-la- 
bour costs  and  high  quality. 

Upon  entering,  we  were  greeted  with 
cheerful  smiles  and  hospitable  service. 
Our  first  visit  was  for  breakfast,  and 
what  better  way  to  start  the  day  than 
with  one  of  Pulp  Kitchen's  juice  blends? 
"Rise  Up,"  a  brew  of  garlic,  apple,  pars- 
ley, carrot,  and  celery,  was  just  the  right 
amount  of  flavour  and  punch  for  8  a.m. 

Also  on  the  menu  are  more  fruity 


mm 


juices  and  shakes  for  those  with  vege- 
table-phobia. If  you  do  want  to  try  some 
veggie  juices  but  are  a  little  scared  of 
the  breath-changing  spices,  we  recom- 
mend "Iron  Beta  Blast,"  with  carrot, 
beet,  and  ginger.  As  great  as  "Rise  Up" 
was,  be  wary  of  the  taste  combination  it 
makes  with  your  meal.  Once  breakfast 
arrived  and  the  sweet  flavours  collided 
with  the  not-so-sweet  juice,  the  bever- 
age seemed  to  lose  some  of  its  appeal! 

The  breakfast  oatmeal  was  delicious- 
ly  slow-cooked  and  heartily  topped 
with  raisins,  vanilla,  caramelized  ba- 
nanas, and  pure  maple  syrup — an  ex- 
cellent combo.  The  spelt  and  cornmeal 
blueberry  pancakes  with  fresh  fruit  and 
smooth  banana  cream  were  very  enjoy- 
able, but  they  were  a  little  bit  drier  and 
had  a  heavier  texture  than  the  norm. 

Lunch  consisted  of  a  whole  wheat 
wrap  with  hummus  and  vegetables  of 
the  day,  accompanied  by  mixed  greens 
and  baked  home  fries.  Also  sampled  was 
the  Almond  Beet  Salad,  dressed  with  an 
acidic  vinaigrette  that  combined  well 
with  the  sweetness  of  the  cranberries 
and  roasted  flavour  of  the  almonds.  All 
the  ingredients  were  noticeably  fresh 
and  of  exceptional  quality. 

For  dessert,  the  "Un-Cake"  was  an 
interesting  treat.  This  deceptively  filling 
cheesecake-like  square  has  a  bottom 
layer  made  from  coconut  and  a  topping 
of  pureed  dates  mixed  with  coconut 
cream  for  a  dairy,  egg  and  soy-free  des- 
sert. Yes,  it  sounds  like  a  disaster  but  it 
was  a  delightful  treat,  whether  you're 
vegan  or  not. 
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Hart  House  High  on  Reefer 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


Move  over  Afroman,  wherever  you 
are.  It's  time  for  Reefer  Madness  to 
Bogart  the  pot-culture  spotlight.  The 
award-winning,  pro-cannabis  musical 
is  currently  in  the  midst  of  its  Canadi- 
an premiere  right  here  at  U  of  T's  Hart 
House  Theatre. 

At  the  helm  of  this  take-off  on  the 
hit  cult  film  is  U  of  T  alumna  Elenna 
Mosoff.  Her  fourth  production  at  Hart 
House  in  as  many  years,  Reefer  Mad- 
ness is  far  and  away  her  most  profes- 
sional and  well-executed  effort  to  date. 
Featuring  a  cast  comprised  of  music 
theatre  pros  and  U  of  T  students,  this 
musical  offers  up  a  hilarious  romp 
through  all  the  usual  pot  and  cold- 
war  era  mental  hygiene  jokes.  Despite 
the  familiar  terrain,  this  show  proved 
to  be  an  instant  hit  with  the  large  au- 
dience, thanks  to  Mosoff's  excellent 
direction,  strong  technical  elements, 
and  seemingly  flawless  performances 
from  an  outstanding  ensemble  cast. 

Maybe  there  was  something  in  the 
air  that  night,  but  in  my  four  years  re- 


viewing theatre  here  on  campus,  I've 
never  seen  any  show  at  Hart  House 
get  the  kind  of  audience  response  that 
Reefer  was  able  to  win  from  the  near- 
capacity  Friday-night  crowd.  While 
the  subject  matter  pretty  much  makes 
writing  jokes  the  literary  equivalent 
of  tee-ball,  the  comedy  was  perfectly 
timed  and  every  joke  seemed  to  land 
with  maximum  impact. 

Set  during  the  squeaky-clean 
height  of  America's  Red  Scare,  Reefer 
Madness  is  the  story  of  young  Jimmy 
Harper's  tragic  descent  into  sex,  theft, 
and  murder,  all  caused  by  a  malicious 
marijuana  pusher  and  his  band  of 
weed-addicted  groupies. 

The  action  is  introduced  and  nar- 
rated at  points  by  a  lecturer,  who's 
attempting  to  educate  the  audience 
about  the  inherent  evils  of  reefer,  as 
he  illustrates  the  drug's  uncontrol- 
lable side  effects. 

Played  by  Andrew  Moyes  (who 
wowed  audiences  as  Dr.  Frank  N.  Furt- 
er  in  Mosoff's  last  Hart  House  produc- 
tion. The  Rocky  Horror  Show)  the  lec- 
turer was  in  every  way  the  epitome  of 
the  ail-American,  bible-thumping  sub- 
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urban  zealot.  Somewhere  in  between 
Agent  Smith  from  The  Matrix  and  a 
southern  baptist  preacher,  Moyes' 
principal  character  (he  also  hopped 
into  about  seven  different  support- 
ing roles)  was  perfect.  The  way  he 
looked,  his  manner  of  carrying  him- 
self, the  timing  of  his  actions,  and  his 
periodic  bursts  into  unbridled  fury 
were  executed  with  the  mastery  of  a 
talent  that  few  actors  possess  today. 
The  result  was  pure  hilarity,  and  was 
easily  worth  the  price  of  admission  to 
witness. 


There  was  even  a  moment,  when 
his  character  was  explaining  to  the 
audience  why  his  moral  compass 
wouldn't  allow  him  to  describe  the 
explicit  ins  and  outs  of  prison  sex, 
(which  is  caused,  of  course,  by 
smoking  pot)  that  someone  in  the 
audience,  who  obviously  wanted 
a  more  detailed  account,  shouted 
"Boo!"  While  the  whole  room  was  in 
stitches,  Moyes,  alone  in  a  spotlight, 
maintained  total  control  and  never 
once  gave  in  and  broke  character  (al- 
though the  trained  eye  could  tell  that 
it  was  a  good  fight!).  He  even  followed 
it  up  with  the  ad-lib  quip  "you  can  see 
me  about  that  after,"  which  scored  an 
even  bigger  laugh. 

Dramatic  and  technically  complex 
combined  lighting  and  music  cues 
were  nailed  every  time,  which  added 
nicely  to  the  over-the-top,  sensation- 
alist atmosphere.  The  rotating  stage 
was  also  a  smart  bit  of  practical  eye 
candy,  which  worked  seemlessly.  In 
an  improvement  over  some  of  Mo- 
soff's previous  productions,  the  cast 
turned  in  pitch-perfect  vocal  perfor- 
mances, even  though  the  songs  them- 
selves weren't  necessarily  highlights. 

Some  weak  stage  slaps,  poorly  ex- 
ecuted "gunshots"  (attempting  to  re- 
coiling a  pistol  in  time  with  a  sound 


effect  of  a  gunshot  is  nearly  impossi- 
ble and  never,  ever,  looks  convincing) 
and  a  small  mic  issue  near  the  end  of 
the  first  act  were  all  small  obstacles 
that  could  use  attention  if  this  show  is 
ever  re-mounted  (and  it  easily  could 
be).  Also,  as  talented  as  the  orches- 
tra was,  putting  them  on  stage  only 
served  to  distract  from  the  business 
of  the  actors.  It  would  be  better  just 
to  use  a  pit. 

Despite  the  entire  cast  being  the 
strongest  ensemble  I've  ever  seen  at 
Hart  House,  stand-out  performances 
were  given  by  Adam  Barrett,  who  was 
incredibly  funny  to  watch  as  Ralph 
(hats  off  for  the  baby  song),  David 
Pereira,  who  played  Jesus  in  televan- 
gelist  mode  (complete  with  moving 
crucifix  and  bloody  spear  wound) 
and  Benjamin  Mehl,  who  was  great  as 
the  ill-fated  and  transformed  Jimmy 
Harper. 

While  this  show  may  not  be  as  ce- 
rebral as  multi-layered  classics  like 
A  Chorus  Line  or  Cabaret,  it  is  an  ex- 
ample of  top-shelf  stagecraft,  and  a 
guaranteed  good  time. 

Reefer  Madness  runs  this  Wednestlay  to 
Saturday  (with  a  second  midnight  finale  on 
Saturday)  at  Hart  House  Theatre. 


Adam  Barrett  gets  dominated  by  Jennifer  Walls,  both  many  tokes  over  the  line 


The  Institute  for  Contemporary  Culture  at  the  ROM  invites  you  to  a  special  lecture; 

AA  Bronson: 

The  Works  of  General  idea  1969-1994 

Join  AA  Bronson,  the  only  surviving  member  of  General  Idea,  as  he  discusses  the 
work  of  this  infamous  Toronto-based  arts  trio.  He  v/ill  focus  on  v/ork  produced  between 
1 987  and  1 994  on  the  theme  of  AIDS  and  will  introduce  some  of  his  own  solo  work. 


Thursday,  September  28,  2006  at  7  PM 

Signy  and  Cleophee  Eaton  Theatre.  Free  with  ROM  admission. 


AIDS,  a  sculpture  by  General  Idea,  can  be  viewed  at  the  corner  of  Bloor  St.  W.  and  Queen's  Park. 
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ZODIAC  STARS  ^ 

ARIES  (March  21  -  April  20) 

Your  situation  is  not  unusual.  You 
currently  fee!  you  have  not  lived 
up  to  your  potential  but  others 
see  your  more  relaxed  style  as 
a  positive  change.  Have  a  break. 
Have  a  Kit  Kat. 


TAURUS  (April  21  -  May  20) 

You  have  to  make  a  difficult  decision. 
Now  is  the  time  to  tell  someone 
that  the  journey  is  over.  Do  not  put 
this  off,  as  you'll  be  surprised  by 
the  outcome.  Have  a  break.  Have 
a  Kit  Kat. 


GEMINI  (May  21  -  June  21) 

You  need  to  listen  lo  your  heart. 
Life  is  not  all  textbook.  It's  about 
chances  and  possibility  and  not 
only  how  well  you  play  your  hand. 
Have  a  break.  Have  a  Kit  Kat. 

CANCER  (June  22  -  July  22) 

The  current  situation  is  temporary. 
You  have  good  reason  to  feel  upset 
by  someone's  seeming  oversight. 
Stay  positive  and  upbeat  around 
this  individual.  There  will  be  a 
change  in  your  favour.  Have  a 
break-  Have  a  Kit  Kat. 


im  (July  23  -  Aug.  22) 

The  summer  is  over  and  you  feel 
unseasonably  low.  Now  is  the  time 
to  start  a  plan,  to  look  ahead  to  an 
early  start  to  summer  2007.  Have  a 
break.  Have  a  Kit  Kat. 


VIRGO  (Aug.  23  -  Sept.  22) 

Congratulations,  you  lead  by 
example.  Your  conmiitment  to  work 
and  to  making  those  around  you 
feel  positive  leads  to  a  productive 
and  hugely  enjoyable  work  place. 
Have  a  break.  Have  a  Kit  Kat. 


UBRA  CSept.  23  -  Oct.  23) 

With  the  year-end  in  sight  you  may 
be  tempted  to  clear  out  the  closets 
and  finally  get  your  house  in  order 
Be  careful.  In  your  rush  for  clean  you 
may  throw  out  some  things  which 
arc  of  sentimental  value  lo  others. 
Have  a  break.  Have  a  Kit  Kat. 


SCORPIO  (Oct.  24  -  Nov.  22) 

In  social  settings,  loose  lips  can 
lead  to  a  stormy  feiil  out.  You  have 
bcQn  entrusted  with  a  friend's 
secret  and  it  is  not  yours  to 
tell.  Stay  on  your  guard  around 
others  who  are  pushing  for  inside 
information.  I  lave  a  break.  1  lave  a 
Kit  Kat. 


SAGITTARIUS  O^ov.  23  -  Dec.  21) 

You  have  a  tendency  to  worry 
about  how  things  will  go  wrong 
versus  feeling  positive  that  all 
the  logistics  are  in  place  for  a 
successful  outcome.  This  week  trust 
your  prepcu'ations  will  pay  off  and 
enjoy  the  results.  Have  a  break. 
Have  a  Kit  Kat. 


CAPRICORN  (Dec.  22  -  Jan.  20) 
You  are  beginning  to  tire  of  a 
friend's  seeming  inconsistencies. 
You  are  afraid  if  you  speak  your 
mind  it  will  hurt  their  feelings.  But 
if  you  continue  to  harbour  negative 
thoughts  the  long-term  fall  out  will 
be  much  greater.  Have  a  break. 
Have  a  Kit  Kat. 


AQUARIUS  (Jan.  21  -  Feb.l9) 

Recent  world  events  have  cau.sed 
you  to  question  your  year-end 
plans.  You  need  to  get  perspective 
and  weigh  the  balance.  Some 
things  you  can  change  but  others 
are  beyond  your  control.  Have  a 
break.  Have  a  Kit  Kat. 

PISCES  (Feb.  20  -  March  20) 

You  have  been  living  lo  excess  this 
summer.  Although  you  have  talked 
at)out  curbing  your  expenses  you 
have  done  nothing  about  it.  But  a 
big  trip  is  on  the  horizon  so  you 
had  better  make  good  on  your 
intentions.  Have  a  break.  Have  a 
Kit  Kat. 


Oscar  politics 

Sean  Penn  struggles  in  this  obvious  grab  at  a  golden  statuette 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


Audiences  won't  be  hard-pressed 
to  see  what  studio  executives  had  in 
mind  when  signing  up  the  cast  and 
crew  of  All  The  King's  Men.  First  off,  it's 
a  remake  of  an  Academy  Award-win- 
ning film,  and  written  and  directed  by 
an  Academy  Award-winning  screen- 
writer, Steve  Zaillian.  It  stars  two 
Academy  Award  winning  actors,  Sean 
Penn  and  Anthony  Hopkins,  as  well 
as  three  nominees,  Jude  Law,  Kate 
Winslet,  and  Patricia  Clarkson.  Even 
composer  James  Horner  and  cinema- 
tographer  Pawel  Edelman  have  golden 
statuettes  sitting  at  home.  So  many 
people  involved  in  the  making  of  All 
the  King's  Men  have  won  Oscars  that  it 
might  actually  be  quicker  to  list  all  the 
people  who  haven't  won  one.  Obvious- 
ly, these  studio  execs  must  have  their 
hearts  set  on  winning  an  Independent 
Spirit  Award,  or  a  Golden  Globe. 
In  fact,  they  seem  so  set  on  haul- 


FILM  REVIEW 


All  the  King's  Men 


Directed  by 
Steve  Zaillian 


Starring  Sean  Penn, 
Anthony  Hopkins,  Jude 
Law,  &  Kate  Winslet 


ing  home  an  Oscar  that  when  a  two- 
month  editing  delay  pushed  the  film 
out  of  the  2005  award  seasons  (it  was 
originally  slated  for  release  last  De- 
cember), the  studio  opted  to  shelve  it 
for  nearly  a  year,  just  so  that  the  film 
would  be  in  a  prime  position  for  the 
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Med  Oct  4 

Quebec  City 

Fri  Oct  20 

Theatre  Imperial 

Edmonton 

The  Starlite  Room 

Thurs  Oct  5 

Montreal 

Sat  Oct  21 

Metropolis 

Calgary 

MacEwan  Hall  Ballroom 

Fri  Oct  6 

Ottawa 

Sun  Oct  22 

Barrymore's  Music  Hall 

Banff 

Wild  Bill's 

Sat  Oct  7 

Toronto 

Tues  Oct  24 

Phoenix  Concert  Theatre 

Whistler 

Early  Show 

Garibaldi  Lift  Company 

Wetf  Oct  18 

Wed  Oct  25 

Winnipeg 

Victoria 

Pyramid  Cabaret 

Sugar  Nightclub 

Thurs  Oct  19 

Thurs  Oct  26 

Saskatoon 

Vancouver 

Louis'  Pub 

The  Commodore  Ballroom 

Save  $  flying  home  for 
the  holidays 


Incredible  Student  Airfares 

Toronto  to  Vancouver 

Travel  starting  Dec  16/06 
Our  price:        ^189*  each  way 

Their  price:    ^328*  each  way 
BOOK  TODAY!  SPACE  IS  LIMITED. 

Total  Travel  CUTS  HQ  rtn  fare  (taxes  &  surcharges  included)  $491.14,  theirs  $775.00. 
Traval  CUTS  rate  is  for  full  time  students  possessing  a  valid  registered  ISIC  at  time  of  purchase.  Prices  are 
valid  on  new  bookings  only  and  are  subject  to  change  without  notice.  All  fares  are  non  refundable. 
More  Information  is  available  from  your  Travel  CUTS  agent.  TICO  #1324998  ^l^yyjS 


187  College  St.  (416)  979-2406 

UTSC  Student  Centre  Suite  149 
(416)  283-0009 

UTM  Student  Centre,  East  Wing 
(905)  820-1162 


niRAVELCUrS 

Canada's  Student  Travel  Experts 

www.travelcuts.com 

1-888-FLY-CUTS  (359-2887) ; 


coming  competition. 

Overlooked  amongst  these  grossly 
over-calculatecl  plans  was  the  fact  that 
hiring  a  crew  that  seems  lifted  from  a 
red  carpet  guestlist  would  guarentee 
that  competing  talents  would  over- 
shadow the  substance  and  integrity 
of  what  could  have  otherwise  been  a 
strong  film. 

Between  the  elite  Hollywood  cast 
clamouring  over  each  other  for  screen 
time,  Steve  Zallian's  excessively  meta- 
phorical, yet  banal  screenplay,  and 
James  Horner's  ego-tripping  score,  it 
becomes  obvious  that  at  some  point 
this  film  degenerated  into  one  big  "For 
Your  Consideration"  ad,  which  leaving 
behind  any  aspirations  of  solid  film- 
making. 

The  film  features  Sean  Penn  as  Wil- 


Rating:  WW¥ 


lie  Stark,  a  fictionalization  of  the  radi- 
cal, Robin  Hood-inspired  Louisiana 
Governor  Huey  P.  Long,  a  democrat, 
who  grappled  for  dictatorial  control 
over  social  reforms  and  the  redistribu- 
tion of  wealth  within  his  state.  A  man 
of  the  people  at  the  outset.  Stark  soon 
betrays  his  own  ideals  for  the  sake  of 
achieving  ends  that  will  hopefully  jus- 
tify his  drastic  means. 

The  film  is  convoluted  by  multiple 
sub-plots,  which  could  have  worked' 
had  this  film  been  a  three  hour  epic. 
Instead,  the  all-star  supporting  cast  is 
reduced  to  making  feeble  attempts  at 
developing  their  characters,  with  only 
table  scraps  of  screen  time  to  work 
with. 

All  The  King's  Men  could  have  been 
a  stirring  political  drama  about  greed 
and  ambition  gone  awry.  Instead  the 
film  itself  suffers  from  these  very 
same  maladies.  Good  thing  everyone 
involved  already  has  an  Oscar. 


Attention  aspiring  arts  writers!  The  varsity  \s  holding  its  first  Arts 
section  meeting  this  Thursday,  September  28  @  6:30  p.m.  The  meeting 
is  open  to  everyone  with  a  pulse  and  the  will  to  write,  and  will  take  place 
in  The  Varsit^s  main  office  on  the  2nd  floor  of  21  Sussex  Ave.  An  arm 

wrestling  competition  will  decide  who  gets  to  review  the  new  Chingy  CD. 


Graduate  and 
Professional  Schools  Fair 

Over  65  program  representatives 
from  schools  across  North  America 
talk  about  admissions  requirement, 
application  proceciures,  and  deadlines. 
Programs  of  study  include: 

•  medicine  •  dentistry 

•  pharmacy  •  education 

•  graduate  school        •  college 

•  business  •  law 

Thursday,  October  5,  2006 
10:30  a.m.-2:30  p.m. 

Career  Centre  and  Bahen  Centre  lobby 
214  College  St.  (St.  George  Campus) 


Career  Centre 

A  tfiviiiM  (rf  StwJsnt  itrtKts  •  Utifvenity  ol  Torenio 


www.careers.utoronto.ca 


The  Varsity 
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Music  by  Dan  Studney  -  Lyrics  by  Kevin  Murphy 
took  by  Kevin  Murphy  a  Dan  Studney 
Directed  by  Elenna  Mosoff 

SEPT  15  -  30. 2006 
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Mercer  Oliver  V/yman  provides 
rapid  growth  in  responsibility  in  a 
challenging  learning  environment 

for  career-minded  individuals  while 
maintaining  a  balanced  lifestyle 

and  sense  of  fun. 


Fall  recruiting  dates 

September  25 

35  St  George,  Room  GB202 
3:00-4:00  PM 


September  28 

Resume  drop  deadline 


October  12 

On-campus  interviews 


MERCER  OLIVER  WYMAN 

A  leader  in  financial  services  strategy  and  risk  management  consulting 

•*^:J    High-caliber  strategic  work 

Internationdl  consulting  experience 
^^MA    a  future  filled  with  opportunities 


Direct  ali  correspondence  and  inquiries  to: 

Ciiristian  Schaub,  NA  Campus  Recruiting 
Mercer  Oliver  Wyman 

99  Park  Avenue,  New  York,  New  York  10016 
Tel  (212)  541-8100  Fax  (212)  541-8957 
campusrecruiting@mow.com 

www,MercerOliverWyman.com 


<ton   Frankfurt  tstanbut   London   Madrid   Milan   Munich   New  Vorfc   Paris  Seoul   Stockiiolm   Snr-rigtuji   Singripore   Sydney   Toronto  Zurich 
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//SCIENCE  IN  BRIEF 


When  silence  says  more 

Male  crickets  on  the  Hawaiian  island 
of  Kauai  have  drastically  changed 
the  way  they  attract  females — for 
the  better.  In  less  than  twenty  gen- 
erations, male  crickets  have  evolved 
what  seems  like  a  detrimental  muta- 
tion, the  inability  to  produce  a  mating 
song  to  draw  females.  Researchers 
suggest  the  mutation  allows  crickets 
to  hide  from  a  parasitic  fly  that  selec- 
tively kills  male  crickets.  After  locat- 
ing males  with  their  mating  song,  the 
fly  deposits  larvae,  which  burrow  into 
the  cricket,  grow,  and  kill  the  cricket 
when  flies  emerge  from  the  cricket's 
body.  Crickets  with  'flat  wings,'  wings 
that  cannot  generate  sound,  use  their 
silence  to  hide  from  the  fly  and  in- 
crease their  chances  of  survival — all 
without  losing  mates.  Instead,  'flat 
wing'  crickets  become  capitalistic — if 
not  parasitic.  They  flock  to  'callers,' 
the  few  normal  male  crickets  left  on 
the  island,  and  mate  with  females  that 
have  been  drawn  to  the  normal  males' 
mating  song.  Researchers  are  excited 
to  see  evolution  happening  on  such  a 
short  time  scale. 

Source:  UC Riverside  news  service 
— SANDY HUEN 

A  watery  plethora 

In  a  recent  study  on  three  flooded 
homes  in  New  Orlecins,  mold  and 
bacterial  growth  have  elevated  to 
dangerous  levels  even  after  Katrina's 
floodwaters  flowed  away.  The  levels  of 
toxins  created  by  mold  and  bacteria  in 
the  houses  were  equal  or  higher  than 
levels  typically  found  in  waste-water 
treatment  plants,  leading  scientists 
to  warn  anyone  entering  a  flood-dam- 
aged home  to  wear  protective  respira- 
tors. The  data  and  recommendations 
made  by  the  study  will  inform  the 
procedures  in  the  clean-up  of  New  Or- 
leans and  other  future  disasters. 
Source:  Mailman  School  of  Public 
Health  news  service 
— S.H. 

Fly  with  fibre,  fall  with  fat 

A  new  study  found  that  the  colon  dis- 
ease, diverticulitis,  typically  found  in 
patients  older  than  50  a  decade  ago, 
is  affecting  people  under  50  today.  Pa- 
tients under  50  who  have  the  disease 
are  also  more  often  obese  than  not. 
The  most  common  cause  of  diverticu- 
litis is  a  low  fiber  diet.  When  muscles 
that  are  responsible  for  bowel  move- 
ments become  strained,  pressure  in 
the  colon  can  increase.  This  can  cause 
weak  spots  in  the  colon  to  bulge  and 
form  diverticula,  numerous  protrud- 
ing pouches  on  the  bowel  wall.  If  bac- 
teria infect  the  diverticula,  they  not 
only  cause  an  inflammatory  response, 
but  can  perforate  the  wall  of  the  intes- 
tine, leading  to  other  serious  compli- 
cations. Researchers  warn  that  after 
twenty  years  of  age,  obese  adults  are 
at  a  serious  risk  for  more  outbreaks 
of  inflammation  if  they  have  the  un- 
derlying condition  of  diverticulitis. 
Researchers  recommend  that  physi- 
cians add  diverticulitis  to  the  list  of 
diseases  that  may  affect  young  people 
with  severe  abdominal  pain — espe- 
cially in  cases  of  obesity. 
Source:  American  Journal  of 
Roentgenology 
— S.H. 


A  Tuntain'  of  sound 


Sandy  Huen 


On  the  sunny  morning  of  September 
20,  a  gathering  of  children  and  grown- 
ups wandered  across  the  Ontario  Sci- 
ence Centre's  (OSC)  front  lawn  for  the 
first  time.  The  main  attraction  that 
brought  them  to  the  football-field 
sized  space  was  the  new  exhibition- 
cum-playground  called  'Teluscape' 
and  its  centrepiece,  the  'Funtain.' 

"Teluscape'  gives  visitors  a  new 
way  to  participate  in  science  by  ex- 
ploring the  space  around  them,"  said 
Lesley  Lewis,  CEO  of  the  Ontario  Sci- 
ence Centre.  At  its  heart  is  'Funtain,' 
a  water  organ  created  by  the  father 
of  wearable  computing  and  a  U  of  T 
professor,  Steve  Mann. 

The  'Funtain'  structure  reigns  over 
'Teluscape'.  A  low  airy  hum  surrounds 
the  area,  where  twenty-four  steel  cyl- 
inders installed  in  bases  of  concrete 
sit  on  the  top  of  a  hill  at  the  entrance 
of  the  OSC.  Like  a  woodwind  instru- 
ment— a  clarinet,  for  example — the 
'Funtain'  is  a  'waterwind'  that  uses  a 
system  of  hydraulics  to  push  water 
through  quarter-inch  holes  in  the 
steel  'keyboard.'  The  obstruction  of 
these  holes  with  your  hands  or  fin- 
gers produces  a  steady,  organ-like 
tone. 

"The  original  inspiration  was 
squeaky  faucets,"  said  Mann.  "It'd  be 
easy  to  make  a  bunch  of  defective 
taps  into  a  musical  instrument.  It  was 
too  hard  to  play  though,  because  it 
would  hurt  your  fingers  pushing  that 
hard  on  water.  So  I  started  playing 
around  with  some  form  of  hydraulic 
assist,  to  make  it  light  and  easy  to  the 
touch." 

'Funtain'  is  adapted  so  that  vibra- 
tos, semi-tones,  and  chords  can  be 
played  over  the  holes,  miming  the 
flexibility  of  expression  a  traditional 
instrument  would  offer.  In  total,  the 
organ  covers  a  range  of  more  than 
three  octaves.  In  the  winter,  the  struc- 
ture can  be  played  with  air  instead  of 


Putting  aside  his  wearable  computers — and  his  shoes — Professor  Steve  Mann  (left)  plays  a  sonorous  tune  on  the  bass  'keyboard' 
of  Ontario  Science  Centre's  towering  new  water  organ  (right),  the  'Funtain.' 


water  for  similar  results. 

"[We]  had  to  overcome  a  lot  of 
problems  in  design. ..in  order  to  make 
this  durable  in  an  outdoor  location, 
in  the  weather  and  everything,"  said 
Mann.  "It  plays  year-round." 

When  not  being  played,  the  struc- 
ture is  certainly  being  played  on.  The 
simplicity  of  its  design,  with  or  with- 
out water,  and  its  towering  size  made 
the  sound  sculpture  an  instant  jungle 
gym  for  children. 


"[We]  have  been  working  on  this 
for  about  a  year  now,  but  the  original 
idea,  I've  been  working  on  it  on  and 
off  for  about  20  years,"  said  Mann. 
"More  recently...!  had  a  baby  daugh- 
ter and  that  got  my  interest  back  into 
fountains  again." 

The  first  water  instrument  Mann 
created  was  a  "Nessie"  of  21  inches  in 
diameter,  a  tight  circle.  Now,  "Posei- 
dophones"  of  larger  and  various 
sizes  are  on  their  way  to  the  market 


for  bathtub  or  swimming  pool  use  at 
home. 

"You  can  see  smiles  on  people's 
faces,  kids  being  so  delighted  with 
what  they  can  do  with  water,"  said 
Chris  Aimone,  a  U  of  T  graduate  stu- 
dent in  computer  engineering  and  an 
integral  part  of  Mann's  effort  in  creat- 
ing the  water  organ.  "['Funtain']  had 
so  much  pull  that  the  two  of  us  just 
dove  right  into  it.  For  our  first  venue, 
this  is  fantastic." 


Cracking  a  million-dollar  mountain 


Bob  Tian 


One  of  the  most  perplexing  but  re- 
warding questions  in  the  field  of 
computer  science  is  a  question  that 
is  relevant  in  almost  every  aspect  of 
life,  from  code-cracking  to  quantum 
mechanics. 

The  concepts  of  time,  space,  and 
complexity  in  the  world  of  a  com- 
puter scientist  come  together  in  a 
single  million-dollar  problem:  what  is 
the  relationship  between  complexity 
classes  P  and  NP? 

The  person  responsible  for  this  co- 
nundrum is  Professor  Stephen  Cook, 
a  prominent  figure  in  the  field  of 
computer  science  since  his  infamous 
1971  paper  entitled  "The  Complex- 
ity of  Theorem  Proving  Procedures," 
where  he  had  productively  articulat- 
ed the  problem,  but  left  it  unsolved. 
His  work  since  then  has  recently 
earned  him  the  prestigious  John  L. 
Synge  Award  from  the  Royal  Society 
of  Canada. 

But  what  is  this  problem?  In  theo- 
retical computer  science,  problems 
need  resources  in  order  to  be  solved, 
meaning  tradeoffs  often  have  to  be 
made.  In  this  case,  the  two  resources 


are  time,  or  how  many  steps  it  takes 
to  solve  the  problem,  and  space,  or 
how  much  memory  it  takes  to  solve 
the  problem.  The  two  classes,  P  and 
NP,  designate  all  problems  that  fall 
under  certain  parametres  of  time 
and  space,  P  for  simple  problems  and 
NP  for  complex  ones. 

Consider  a  traveling  salesman  who 
needs  to  visit  several  cities  of  a  given 
distance  in  separation,  but  is  only  al- 
lowed to  travel  a  set  total  distance. 
Though  it  may  be  possible,  find- 
ing the  answer  involves  calculating 
countless  permutations.  If  the  num- 
ber of  cities  were  too  high,  this  task 
becomes  an  NP  problem,  like  many 
other  analogous  problems  in  this 
field,  and  would  be  practically  unfea- 
sible with  the  computer  technology 
available  today. 

The  famous  'traveling  salesman 
problem'  is  one  of  the  many  exam- 
ples of  an  NP  problem  that  could  be 
solved  if  put  into  a  simpler  frame- 
work, like  the  algorithms  that  solve  P 
problems.  If  the  NP  and  P  classes  are 
in  fact  the  same,  then  increasingly 
complex  problems  can  be  solved 
with  approaches  used  on  much  sim- 
pler problems.  Similar  NP  problems 


Professor  Stephen  Cool(,  the  second  of 
The  Varsity's  series  of  faculty  profiles, 
is  the  recipient  of  the  John  L.  Synge 
Award  for  his  contributions  to  the  field  of 
mathematical  and  computer  sciences. 

in  cryptography,  biochemistry,  and 
quantum  theory  will  be  efficiently 
solvable,  meaning  better  computer 
systems  like  code-cracking  software 
and  more  accurate  biological  predic- 
tion models. 


The  importance  of  this  problem  has 
prompted  the  Clay  Mathematics  Insti- 
tute, a  private  foundation  dedicated 
to  the  proliferation  of  mathematical 
knowledge,  to  offer  a  million-dollar 
prize  to  anyone  who  can  solve  this 
puzzle. 

In  search  of  a  proof,  Cook's  work  has 
rendered  several  NP  problems  solv- 
able through  a  P  problem  approach, 
breakthroughs  that  have  brought 
mathematicians  closer  to  a  general 
proof  that  NP  and  P  classes  are  the 
same.  Because  of  the  insurmountable 
nature  of  the  problem,  attacking  the 
problem  from  a  different  angle  or  at- 
tempting a  shortcut  can  lead  to  a  solu- 
tion, and  Cook's  creative  approaches 
have  been  inspirational  to  the  field. 

The  applications  of  Cook's  momen- 
tous research  have  reached  the  far 
realms  of  programming,  algebra,  and 
games  and  puzzles.  Its  influence  con- 
tinues to  spread  as  the  field  of  math- 
ematics and  computer  science  contin- 
ues to  expand.  At  the  moment.  Cook  is 
taking  on  several  endeavors  including 
the  P  and  NP  question  as  well  as  au- 
thoring a  book.  Foundations  of  Proof 
Complexity,  with  one  of  his  graduate 
students,  Phuong  Nguyen. 


sports@thevarsity.ca 
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Babe's  homer  at  Hanlan's 


J.  p.  Antonacci 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Long  before  the  exploits  of  Joe  Carter 
and  Boomer  Wells,  another  larger- 
than-life  personality  made  baseball 
history  on  the  shores  of  Toronto  Is- 
land. 

On  September  5,  1914,  a  young 
"Southside  phenom"  named  Babe 
Ruth  tossed  a  complete  game  one-hit- 
ter, leading  his  Providence  Grays  to  a 
9-0  win  over  the  Toronto  Maple  Leafs 
of  the  International  League.  Despite 
his  pitching  performance,  it  was  19- 
year-old  George  Herman's  hitting  that 
is  remembered  today — for  the  Babe 
swatted  the  first  professional  home 
run  of  his  storied  career  right  here  in 
Toronto. 

Last  Tuesday,  September  19,  base- 
ball fans  took  the  ferry  to  Hanlan's 
Point  along  with  Blue  Jays  VP  Paul 
Godfrey,  city  councillor  Pam  Mc- 
Connell,  and  representatives  from 
the  New  York  Yankees  to  unveil  two 
Heritage  Toronto  plaques  honouring 
Ruth's  achievement.  Godfrey,  whose 
Blue  Jays  were  a  main  sponsor  of  the 
event,  noted  that  recognizing  Ruth's 
feat  was  "important  not  only  for  the 
history  of  Toronto,  but  for  the  history 
of  baseball." 

Tom  Stevens,  the  Babe's  grandson, 
was  on  hand  to  thank  the  city  for  rec- 
ognizing his  grandfather's  achieve- 
ments. Stevens  also  paid  tribute  to 
the  Blue  Jays'  back-to-back  World  Se- 
ries wins,  saying  to  applause,  "1  know 
if  the  Babe  were  here,  he'd  join  me  in 
saying,  'Toronto,  you've  done  base- 
ball proud.'" 

Stevens  revealed  that  Ruth's  con- 
nection with  Canada  goes  beyond 
the  fabled  home  run.  When  the  young 


Tom  Stevens,  Babe  Ruth's  grandson,  unveils  two  plaques  commemorating  his  grandfather's  first  professional  home-run,  which  was  hit  at  Maple  Leaf  Park. 


Ruth  attended  St.  Mary's  Industrial 
School  in  Baltimore,  he  modeled 
his  classic  uppercut  swing  after  the 
school's  Cape  Breton-born  prefect. 
Brother  Matthias,  who  was  the  first 
person  to  put  a  bat  in  the  Babe's 
hands. 

The  plaques  will  be  on  permanent 
display  on  the  site  of  the  old  1§,000- 
seat  ballpark,  which  was  home  to  the 


Maple  Leafs  until  1925,  when  the  club 
moved  to  the  mainland  to  accommo- 
date larger  crowds.  The  stadium  was 
later  torn  down  to  make  way  for  the 
island  airport,  but  during  the  team's 
heyday  one  ticket  paid  for  the  ferry 
and  the  game,  while  families  could 
visit  the  amusement  park  on  the  is- 
land as  well. 
The  three-run  homer,  hit  off  a  Ma- 


ple Leafs  pitcher  named  Ellis  John- 
son, was  The  Bambino's  only  one  in 
the  minor  leagues.  Not  long  after  that 
game  Ruth  was  called  up  to  the  Bos- 
ton parent  club,  where  he  hit  his  first 
of  714  career  round-trippers. 

In  an  age  where  home  run  balls 
fetch  quite  a  bit  on  the  auction  block, 
the  ball  that  Ruth  hit  out  would  of 
course  be  worth  hundreds  of  thou- 


sands today,  if  not  more.  But  we'll  nev- 
er know,  since  by  most  accounts  the 
shot  cleared  the  short  perch  in  right 
field  and  ended  up  in  Lake  Ontario, 
where  it  still  rests  with  many  other 
mementos  from  Maple  Leaf  Park. 

After  the  ceremony,  attendees 
swapped  baseball  stories  and  downed 
hot  dogs  and  sodas — just  how  the 
Babe  would  have  liked  it. 


//BLUES  NEWS' 


Tennis  keeps  eyes 
on  the  prize 

Aiming  to  improve  after  last  year's 
medal-less  finish.  Men's  Tennis 
has  its  eyes  on  this  year's  Ontario 
University  Athletic  League  Cham- 
pionship, last  claimed  by  U  of  T  in 
2002. 

With  the  graduation  of  veterans 
such  as  Andrew  Anderson,  Jeff 
Dawson,  Ben  Eisen,  and  Bobby 
Gheorghiu,  last  year's  top  player, 
Stan  Sczcpanski,  will  try  to  lead 
the  Blues  to  their  32nd  OUA  title. 

Sczcpanski,  who  came  on  in  sin- 
gles and  doubles  play  during  last 
year's  playoffs,  is  believed  to  be 
one  of  the  best  players  in  the  OUA 
by  head  coach  Nabil  Tadros.  Tad- 
ros's  other  notable  player  picks 
include  Aamer  Javed,  Mark  Renne- 
son,  and  Rowan  Thompson.  With 
such  a  strong  top  four,  Tadros  has 
high  expectations  for  the  Blues. 

"The  team's  goals  are  to  make 
the  playoffs  and  aim  for  a  medal," 
Tadros  said.  "Stan,  Mark,  Rowan 
and  Aamer  are  all  top-notch  play- 
ers, and  with  the  addition  of  two 
more  solid  players  the  team  could 
definitely  achieve  this  feat." 

Renneson  returns  to  captain  the 
Blues  in  his  fifth  year,  a  position  he 
has  held  for  the  last  three  years.  In 
addition  to  being  the  senior  mem- 
ber on  the  team  and  a  gifted  play- 


er, Mark  is  also  an  Athletic  Board 
Representative  and  was  awarded 
the  T-Holder  Academic  Excellence 
Award  in  2006. 

Newcomer  Javed  is  a  strong  play- 
er with  a  hard  forehand.  Tadros 
believes  his  potential  will  make  for 
a  great  rookie  season  as  the  num- 
ber-four seed  on  the  team.  Kevin 
Chow,  Mike  Klassen,  and  rookie 
Ajit  Johal  will  probably  alternate 
as  the  fifth-and  sixth-ranked  play- 
ers for  the  Blues.  The  team  also 
has  a  couple  of  doubles  specialists 
in  returning  player  Andrew  Gilm- 
our,  as  well  as  newcomer  Martin 
Putyra,  who  played  in  the  U.S.  in 
the  past.  Both  will  be  integral  as- 
sets to  the  team's  overall  success 
this  year. 

Despite  a  short  preseason,  Tad- 
ros had  the  opportunity  to  wit- 
ness the  team's  potential  in  last 
weekend's  exhibition  tournament 
at  York,  which  hosted  players  from 
Brock,  McMaster,  U  of  T,  and  York 
University.  The  tournament's  final 
match-up  consisted  of  an  exciting 
clash  between  the  two  Blues  Ren- 
neson and  Sczcpanski,  with  Sczc- 
panski defeating  Renneson  (6-3, 
6-4)  to  capture  the  gold. 

While  last  year's  team  finished 
with  no  medals,  the  Blues  might 
have  the  opportunity  not  only  to 
make  it  to  this  year's  OUA  finals, 
but  to  run  away  with  the  OUA  title 
as  well. 

"This  season,  the  team  is  a  bit 


stronger  with  Mark,  Stan  and 
Rowan  having  another  year  under 
their  belt,  and  they  will  definitely 
be  leaders,"  Tadros  said.  "These 
players  and  the  eventual  develop- 
ment of  other  incoming  players  to 
the  team  will  take  the  team  into  the 
spotlight  over  the  next  few  years." 

Last  year,  U  of  T  finished  with  a 
2-4  record,  which  was  just  enough 
to  enter  the  playoffs  as  the  fourth 
seeded  team.  However,  eventual 
OUA  champions  York  defeated 
the  Blues  6-1  in  the  semi-finals. 
In  the  bronze  medal  match,  U  of 
T's  strong  performance  was  not 
enough,  as  Waterloo  came  from 
behind  to  claim  a  4-3  victory. 

Although  Tadros  was  disappoint- 
ed with  the  loss  in  last  year's  play- 
offs, he  is  excited  to  come  back, 
knowing  the  work  that  goes  into 
training  varsity  teams.  Nadros  is 
a  former  Blues  athlete,  who  played 
on  the  tennis  and  basketball  team 
from  1977-1981. 
—GLEN  FERNANDES 


Overwind  and  rain, 
cross  country 
delivers 

After  slogging  through  two  meets 
this  season.  Cross  Country  head 
coach  Ross  Ristuccia  believes  U  of  T 
will  perform  well  at  the  Ontario  Uni- 
versity and  Canadian  Interuniversity 
championships. 

While  the  two  tournaments  are 
weeks  away,  Ristuccia  maintains  the 
team's  overall  training  will  pay  divi- 
dends when  it  matters. 

"We're  training  fairly  hard,"  Ris- 
tuccia said.  "We're  measuring  times 
knowing  that  while  some  runners  may 
get  tired  early,  it  will  leave  our  runners 
aiming  to  run  well  later  in  the  season. 

"The  athletes  have  set  high  goals 
for  themselves,  and  both  the  men's 
and  women's  teams  are  strong.  We 
train  through  crappy  weather.  Mud, 
rain,  wind-these  are  elements  we'll 
meet  on  any  course,  and  that's  why 
we  train." 

Ristuccia  believes  a  time  of  33 
minutes  over  a  10-kilometre  course 
is  a  general  touchstone  for  the  men. 
For  the  women,  he  expects  around 
a  19-minute  time  for  a  five-kilometre 
course. 

A  measuring  stick  for  the  Blues  will 
be  the  Queen's  Invitational  on  October 
14.  Some  of  the  Blues'  more  accom- 
plished runners  have  set  aside  certain 


dates  to  compete  at  larger  internation- 
al meets,  such  as  next  week's  course 
run  at  Notre  Dame  University  in  South 
Bend,  Indiana.  The  Queen's  Invitation- 
al will  be  far  enough  into  the  season  to 
expect  a  full  team,  Ristuccia  said. 

One  of  the  runners  who  will  be 
competing  at  South  Bend  will  be  Me- 
gan Brown.  A  strong  runner  for  the 
women's  side,  she  heads  a  team  that 
finished  second  in  last  year's  CSI 
championship.  Other  strong  runners 
for  the  Blues  include  Jane  Cullis  and 
all-star  Donna  Vakalis. 

On  the  men's  side,  all-star  Joe 
Campanelli  returns  to  lead  a  veteran 
squad,  along  with  Spencer  Morrison 
and  Etienne  Bredin.  While  last  year 
the  men  finished  ninth  in  the  CIS,  Ris- 
tuccia believes  the  returning  veteran 
core  along  with  some  talented  new 
faces  will  make  for  a  better  standing. 

A  Blue  to  keep  an  eye  on  is  Collin 
Murray-Lawson,  a  rookie  to  the  team, 
who  finished  21st  in  a  field  of  150  at 
34:54  at  the  Western  Invitational  in 
London  yesterday.  Ristuccia  said  he 
had  high  hopes  for  the  novice  runner. 

"He  handled  the  difficult  course 
well  for  someone  so  inexperienced," 
Ristuccia  said. 

Other  notable  finishers  at  the  West- 
ern Invitational  for  the  men  include 
Campanelli,  who  finished  fifth  at 
33:28. 

For  the  women,  Cullis  led  the 
Blues  finishing  seventh  at  18:55,  and 
Vakalis  17th  at  19:35. 
— CHRISTOPHE  POIRIER 
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Put  your  best  hand  forward  for 
something  more  effetive. 

Women's  Kung  Fu  Club 

416-693-4090 


Call  for  class  schedule  and  location. 


piay 
for  our  team 

write  for  sports 
sports@thevarsity.ca 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


GAIN  VALUABLE  TEACHING 
EXPERIENCE! 

Animated  children's  presenters  needed 
to  present  fun  &  hands-on  activities  in 
elementary  schools.  Car  and  exp.  with 
kids  req'd.  Cool  activities.  Pay:  $22.50/1 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5282  Ext  31  or  email: 
employment@madscience.on.ca 

PART  TIME  TECH  SUPPORT  POSITION 

Must  be  outgoing,  willing  to  learn,  have 
excellent  problem  solving  skills,  be  familiar 
with  Windows  clients,  servers,  and  net- 
works. Vehicle  required  for  downtown  and 
GTA  travel.  Email  jobs@asynchronsystems. 
com  or  fax  416-924-9990. 

EGG  DONOR 

Healthy,  aged  21-32  yrs,  sought  by 
prof,  married  gay  couple.  Contact 
twosearchingdads@hotmail.com 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


THREE  BEDROOM  APARTMENT 

With  spacious  kitchen  and  bathroom  on 
Euclid  Avenue  just  North  of  Bloor  St.W, 
five  minutes  walk  to  two  subway  stations. 
Very  quiet  atmosphere,  no  smokers  and 
no  pets.  It  can  be  shared.  For  information 
call  416-535-4295. 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

COMPU-FRIEND 
NEED  COMPUTER  HELP? 

Set  Ups  and  Installation,  Networking, 
Troubleshooting,  Virus  Removals.  We 
come  to  you!  On-site  Service.  Cheap 
Rates!  Call  us  today  416-886-3330, 
www.compu-friend.ca 


ENGLISH/ESSAY  HELP! 

Flexible  hours.  Reasonable  rates.  Certi- 
fied teacher.  Near  U  of  T.  416-568-1646. 

10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  or  signup.  Just  dial  10-10-940 
before  your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on 
your  local  Bell  bill,  www.1010940.com 


TUTORING 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 


EDITING 


ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 

the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 

DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6.  Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


Apply  On-line 


OMSAS  www.ouac.on.ca/omsas/ 
Ontario  Medical  School  Application  Service 
^  1  ■  September  15,  2006:  Last  day  for  registering  for 
on-line  applications 

October  2,  2006:  Application  Deadline 


www.ouacon.ca/olsas/  OLSAS 
Ontario  Law  School  Application  Service 

-  November  1,  2006:  Application  deadline  -  Hrstycar 
May  1,  2007:  Application  deadline  -  Upper  year 


TEAS  wvwv.ouac.on.ca/teas/ 

Teacher  Education  Application  Service 
December  1,  2006:  Application  deadline 


www.ouac.on.ca/orpas/  ORPAS 
Ontario  Rehabilitation  Sciences  Programs 
Application  Service 

{Audiology,  Occupational  Therapy,  Physical  Therapy/Physiotherapy, 
Speech- Language  Parholog^ 
January  15,  2007:  Application  deadline 


1 

ONTARIO  UNIVERSITIES'  APPLICATION  CEhfTRE 


CENTRE  DE  DEMANOE  D'ADMISSION 
AUX  UNIVERSiTES  DE  UONTARIO 


170  Research  Lane 
Guelph  ON  NIG  5E2 

www.ouac.on.ca 


¥  I  VARSITY  BLUES 


THIS  WEEK'S  GAMES 

RUGBY  -  Scarborough  Campus 
Women  vs.  McMaster  4  p.m. 
Fri.  Sept.  29-4  p.m. 

BASEBALL-  Scarborough  Campus 
Blues  vs.  Laurier 
Fri.  Sept.  29-2  p.m. 
Blues  vs.  Brock 
Sun.  Oct.  I  -  I  p.m. 

SWIMMING  -  Athletic  Centre 

Blues  vs.  McGill 

Sat.  Sept.  30  -  3:30  p.m. 

50  m  Pool 

ICE  HOCKEY  -  Varsity  Arena 
Women's  Marion  Hilliard 
Tournament 

Fri.  Sept.  29  5:15/8  p.m. 
Sat.  Sept.  30  5:15/8  p.m. 
Sun.  Oct.  I  2/5  p.m. 


[SPECIAL  STUDENT  TICKET  PRICE"! 

$25.00  Tickets  For  details,  visit  blueman.ca  and  click  oi. .  , 
Rush  Ticl<et  information. 


(Tc/cetmaster  416.872.1111  Panasonic  Theatre     1.800. BLUE 
ticketmaster.ca  651  Yonge  Street  Toronto  blueman.ca  mmk 
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THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO'S  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SINCE  1880 


Nuclear  meds 

Changing  the  shape  of 
breast  cancer  research 
//  p.  10 


White  Night 

Nuit  Blanche  lights  up 
our  city 
//  p.  13- 


//SPECIAL  REPORT 

David  Naylor's  first  year  in 
office  //  Feature  p.  9 
Six  more  years  -  and  a  lot 
more  to  do  //  Editorial  p.  7 


Talks  to  come  for  racism  claim 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


A  U  of  T  union's  allegation  that  the 
department  of  religion  discriminat- 
ed against  an  Aboriginal  instructor 
is  proceeding  to  mediation  this  fall. 

"The  allegation  is  one  of  discrimi- 
nation on  grounds  of  race,  ancestry, 
and  union  activity,"  said  CUPE  3902 
staff  representative  Mikael  Swayze. 
CUPE  3902  is  the  union  that  repre- 
sents sessional  lecturers  and  teach- 
ing assistants  at  U  of  T. 

According  to  the  union's  allega- 
tions, the  university's  department 
for  the  study  of  religion  has  repeat- 
edly failed  to  hire  Dr.  Donald  Blais, 


an  Orthodox  Christian  and  Penob- 
scot-Metis  who  received  a  doctorate 
in  theology  from  Regis  College,  and 
has  been  teaching  at  U  of  T  since 
1998.  In  the  process,  he  has  attained 
the  rank  of  "sessional  lecturer  II," 
meaning  he  has  been  recognized  as 
a  capable  instructor.  Blais  has  also 
been  twice  nominated  as  instructor 
of  the  year  by  his  students,  accord- 
ing to  a  union  statement. 

The  same  statement  said  that 
Blais  has  only  ever  been  offered 
teaching  work  in  the  field  of  aborigi- 
nal religion,  despite  the  fact  that  his 
dissertation  focused  on  a  key  figure 
in  the  Catholic  Reformation. 
"The  people  who  have  been  hired 


have  less  experience,"  said  Swayze. 
And  according  to  the  union's  collec- 
tive agreement  with  the  university, 
"there  should  be  a  preference  for  a 
sessional  lecturer  II." 

"I'm  not  prepared  to  comment," 
said  department  of  religion  chair 
John  Kloppenborg.  Other  U  of  T  ad- 
ministrators familiar  with  the  case 
could  not  be  reached  for  comment 
by  deadline. 

Dennis  Stark,  an  activist  and 
publisher  of  Tamsi,  an  aboriginal 
community  newspaper,  said  he  has 
known  Blais  for  nearly  ten  years.  He 
compared  his  case  to  that  of  con- 
troversial University  of  Colorado 
professor  Ward  Churchill,  a  Na- 


tive American  academic  who  drew 
criticism  last  year  for  controversial 
statements  he  made  about  the  at- 
tacks on  the  World  Trade  Centre. 

"Dr.  Blais  is  not  the  kind  of  person 
that  would  rant  on  a  podium,  but  he 
does  encourage  freedom  of  thought 
and  expression,"  said  Stark.  "That 
doesn't  sit  well  with  his  colleagues." 

Stark  said  that  if  successful, 
Blais's  case  "will  point  out  to  the 
university  that  it  has  a  long  way  to 
go  to  meet  its  targets  on  equity  hir- 
ing." 

"I  think  it's  a  huge  equity  issue," 
said  Swayze.  "I  am  hopeful  that  me- 
diation will  work,"  he  added.  "We're 
hoping  for  dates  in  October." 


University  president  David  Naylor 
at  his  desk  in  SImcoe  Hall. 


Women' 
means 
trans, 
too 

Esmahan  Razavi  

The  Centre  for  Women  and  Trans 
People  is  celebrating  its  twentieth 
anniversary  as  the  University  of 
Toronto's  primary  gender  advocacy 
group.  Though  the  centre,  with  its 
soft  lighting,  eclectic  furniture  and 
scattered  feminist  literature  may 
not  have  changed  its  decor,  it  has 
undergone  a  fundamental  ideologi- 
cal shift. 

"We've  come  to  the  realization  that 
women  need  to  be  more  inclusive," 
said  Helen  Luu,  the  centre's  coordi- 
nator. "Today  we  know  that  gender 
is  not  biological,  it's  something  that 
is  socially  constructed.  That's  why 
we  are  trying  to  be  an  inclusive  envi- 
ronment for  everyone  who  identifies 
themselves  as  a  woman." 

So  earlier  this  year,  the  centre 
changed  its  name  to  the  Centre  for 
Women  and  Trans  People. 

"When  it  first  started  out,  the  cen- 
tre was  made  up  of  white,  middle- 
class  women.  Today  women  of  all 
colours  and  all  races  drop  by,"  said 
Luu.  "We're  trying  our  best  to  make 
the  centre's  policies  completely  in- 

SEE  WOMEN' -PG  2 


Allison  Martell 


Judging  by  the  throngs  of  suits  who 
were  sipping  Australian  wines  on  its 
ground  floor  at  a  private  industry 
function  on  Wednesday,  the  MaRS 
innovation  centre — which  marks  a 
year  since  its  opening  this  week — is 
many  things  to  many  people. 

Housed  in  a  new  building  at  Col- 
lege Street  and  University  Avenue, 
MaRS  is  not  part  of  U  of  T,  but  has 
received  $5  million  in  funding  from 
the  university. 

AXS  Studio  Inc.  is  one  of  the 
young  businesses  found  at  MaRS. 
Run  by  three  graduates  of  U  of  T's 
Biomedical  Communications  pro- 


gram, it  provides  illustrations  and 
animations  of  medical  concepts 
for  biotech  firms,  pharmaceutical 
start-ups  and  television  shows.  Last 
fall  AXS  moved  in  to  the  incubator, 
where  it  qualifies  for  reduced  rent, 
specialized  facilities  and  business 
services. 

"We  were  looking  for  studio  space 
and  they  seemed  to  like  what  we 
do,"  said  Jason  Sharpe,  who  is  also 
a  lecturer  and  research  associate  at 
U  of  T  in  addition  to  being  a  scientif- 
ic animator  at  AXS.  "It's  a  great  ad- 
dress to  have  for  the  business  we're 
in,"  he  said  of  the  Centre.  "Clients 
respond  to  the  fact  that  we're  in  a 
scientific  centre.  Geographically 
we're  located  right  in  the  heart  of 


probably  the  highest  concentration 
of  medical  research  anywhere  in 
the  world,  so  the  potential  for  future 
projects  is  enormous." 

At  a  governing  council  meeting  in 
2001  that  discussed  the  $5  million 
donation  to  not-for-profit  MaRS,  U 
of  T's  administration  argued  that 
the  Centre  would  encourage  ap- 
plied research,  help  attract  top 
researchers,  and  provide  jobs  and 
internships  for  students.  Five  years 
later,  two  of  the  project's  major  sup- 
porters at  U  of  T — vice-presidents 
Heather  Munroe-Blum  and  Adel  S. 
Sedra — have  moved  on.  The  acro- 
nym "Medical  and  Related  Scienc- 
es" has  been  dropped,  indicating  a 
more  ambiguous  focus.  But  AXS  is 


LIFE  ON  MARS:  The  futuristic  building  at 
101  College  St.  houses  25  "incubator" 
tenants. 


going  strong,  with  multiple  projects 
on  the  go,  including  CGI  work  for 
the  Global  genetics  television  show 
ReGenesis.  Elsewhere  on  their  floor, 
much  more  is  happening. 

Claron  Technology  is  also  grow- 
ing, already  looking  for  more  space 
in  the  building.  Claron  provides 
software  for  CT  machines  and  mar- 
kets a  device  for  surgical  naviga- 
tion. They  use  the  temperature-con- 
trolled room  provided  at  MaRS,  and 
founder  Claudio  Gatti  is  grateful  for 
access  to  pricey  market  studies. 

"This  type  of  environment  is  a 
way  to  basically  get  R&D,  ideas,  and 
sometimes  intellectual  property 
from  the  university  and  channel  it 
through  the  commercial  channels," 
he  said.  "Absolutely,  I  think  it's  a 
great  idea." 

Only  a  year  ago  the  ethics  of  com- 
mercialization was  a  hot  topic  at  U  of 
T.  Vioxx  was  still  making  headlines, 
as  it  became  clear  that  the  anti-ar- 
thritis drug  caused  heart  attacks. 
Some  blamed  thousands  of  deaths 
on  the  drug,  and  the  New  England 
Journal  of  Medicine  accused  U  of  T 
researcher  Claire  Bombardier  and 
others  of  deleting  relevant  data 
from  their  studies  on  the  drug.  It's 
the  sort  of  affair  to  make  one  think 
twice  before  putting  venture  capi- 
talists and  drug  researchers  in  the 
same  building,  let  alone  the  same 
networking  session.  But  that's  just 
what  MaRS  is  doing. 

Constab  Pharmaceutical  Inc.  is 
another  incubator  tenant  working 
on  an  anti-cancer  drug. 

SEE 'MARS' -PG  4 
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Buy  Tupperware,  save  $ 
Sell  Tupperware,  earn  $ 

\AAA/w.ruthdd.ca 

(647)  282-4FUN 


Participants  Needed!! 

DO  YOU  EXPERIENCE  SOME  OF 
THE  FOLLOWING? 

Feelings  of  sadness 
Difficulty  sleeping 

Loss  of  energy 
Weight  loss/gain 
Difficulty  thinking 

If  so,  you  may  be  eligible  to  participate  in  a  brain  imaging  study  of 
depression  at  the  Centre  for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health. 

The  study  includes  comprehensive  assessment,  non-experimental 
treatment  and  the  option  for  follow-up  care 

Participants  must  be  non  smokers  aged  18-50,  in  good 
health  and  not  currently  taking  any  medication. 
Compensation  provided. 

For  more  information,  please  call:  (416)  535-8501  ext.  4417 


camh 


Centre  for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health 
Centre  de  toxicomanie  et  de  sante  mentale 


MASSIVE  BRAIN 

with  impressive  body  of  work  and 
numerous  international  awards 
enjoys  frequent  publishing  in  top 
journals  and  spending  time  in 
North  America's  third-largest 
research  library.  Seeks  like- 
minded   grad   students  for 

similar  pursuits. 


Shopping  with  a 
conscience 


Student-run  co-op  shop  grows  up 


Scott  Gilbert,  Kate  Sage,  and  Fraser  Thomson  are  the  smiHng  faces  behind  Fair  Trade  Clothing  Co-op,  a  shop  that  sells  shirts  made 
from  organic  cotton. 


Josef  Szende 


Recent  visitors  to  Seekers  Books, 
the  popular  bookstore  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Bloor  Street  West  and  Bor- 
den Street,  will  be  surprised  to 
see  some  fresh  faces  at  the  back 
of  the  store. 

The  Fair  Trade  Clothing  Co-op 
moved  there  last  month,  displac- 
ing its  old  head  shop.  The  store 
was  started  by  Scott  Gilbert  and 
two  friends  from  the  University  of 
Guelph  who  wanted  to  make  fair- 
trade  clothing  available  for  the 
first  time  in  Canada. 

"I  was  very  frustrated,"  Gilbert 
recalled  of  his  time  at  Guelph.  "I 
found  that  of  all  the  courses  that 


1  needed  to  take  for  my  degree, 
1  could  not  take  a  single  course 
that  had  to  do  with  fair  trade  and 
social  justice.  This  is  what  1  think 
education  should  be  about." 

Fair  trade  is  a  certification  and 
labelling  system  that  stamps  its 
logo  on  products  for  consumers 
who  want  to  pay  a  higher  price 
to  see  that  standards  for  better 
working  conditions  and  wages 
are  met  by  clothing  manufactur- 
ers. 

The  shop  debuted  earlier  this 
year  in  Kensington  Market,  then 
moved  to  the  more  prominent 
location  at  509  Bloor  St.  W.  last 
month. 

All  the  clothes  they  sell  are 
made  from  organic  cotton.  The 
shirts  come  from  a  co-operative 
in  El  Salvador  called  Cooperativa 
de  Madres  Solteras,  which  em- 
ploys single  mothers. 

The  store  is  yet  to  break  even 
after  four  months  of  operation. 
In  order  to  get  loans  they  are  offi- 
cially a  for-profit  business,  but  the 


co-op  has  decided  to  give  away 
all  the  extra  money  they  have  af- 
ter expenses  are  paid  off  to  pro- 
gressive community  groups. 

In  addition  to  selling  fair-trade 
products,  and  attending  Guelph 
part-time,  Gilbert  has  been  put- 
ting on  weekly  screenings  of  doc- 
umentaries at  the  Bloor  Cinema. 
The  store  has  a  growing  selection 
of  such  films,  which  Gilbert  hopes 
will  grow  to  be  Canada's  largest 
one  day.  It  also  sells  books  and 
fair  trade  foods. 

For  Kate  Sage,  one  of  the  store's 
volunteers — none  of  the  workers 
are  paid — the  store  makes  global 
sense. 

"One  hundred  years  ago,  the 
sweatshops  were  here,"  she  said. 
"People  heard  about  the  stories 
of  kids  who  got  their  hair  pulled 
off  and  fingers  pulled  off  and  peo- 
ple got  angry  about  it. 

"Now  we  can  get  these  products 
super-cheap,  but  it's  at  the  cost  of 
the  livelihood  and  the  standard 
of  living  of  people  overseas." 


'WOMEN'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

elusive.  It's  hard  work,  but  it's  some- 
thing we  are  committed  to.  Right 
now,  we're  incorporating  material 
that  is  trans-inclusive  into  our  poli- 
cies." 

Founded  in  1986,  the  centre  was 
established  after  a  group  of  women, 
calling  themselves  the  Coalition  for 
a  Women's  Centre  at  U  of  T,  camped 
outside  of  Simcoe  Hall,  where  the 
university's  senior  administrators 
are  housed. 

"The  University  of  Toronto  was 
the  only  university  in  Ontario  with- 
out a  centre  for  women.  In  fact,  York 
University  had  a  centre  for  women 
11  years  before  we  did,"  said  Luu. 


Later  that  year,  the  group  was 
granted  space  by  the  University 
on  the  main  floor  of  the  North  Bor- 
den building,  at  563  Spadina  Ave.  It 
quickly  became  a  haven  for  women 
on  campus  where  they  could  en- 
gage in  political  discussion,  study, 
lounge,  or  deal  with  more  pressing 
issues. 

"We  had  to  deal  with  issues  relat- 
ing to  sexual  violence,  sexual  as- 
sault and  referrals.  That  was  and 
remains  to  be  a  big  part  of  what  we 
do,"  said  Luu. 

To  celebrate  its  first  20  years,  the 
centre  will  be  hosting  a  birthday 
bash  on  Saturday  evening  at  the 
Cecil  Street  Community  Centre  at  8 
Cecil  St. 


The  University  of  Toronto  Grad  School  is  now  accepting 
applications  from  top  candidates  flirting  with  the  idea 
of  pursuing  their  grad  studies  here.  We  think  it's  a  per- 
fect match.  You're  a  brilliant  U  ofT  undergrad.  We're  an 
irresistible  combination  of  scholarship  and  world- 
renowned  research.  But  don't  admire  us  for  our  brains 
alone.  U  of  T  is  that  dynamic  campus  in  this  diverse  city 
you  already  love.  If  you'd  like  to  meet  the  Grad  School, 
ask  your  career  centre  about  the  grad  fair  on  October  5, 
2006.  Or  contact  us  any  time. 

gradschool@sgs.utoronto.ca 
www.gradschool.utoronto.ca 
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Notice  of 
Annual  General  Meeting 

Want  to  make  a  difference  at  your  university's  biggest  and  best  campus 
newspaper?  Learn  about  our  policies?  Scrutinize  our  budget?  Maybe  even 
change  things  around  here? 

Here's  your  chance!  Come  to  The  Varsity's  Annual  General  Meeting! 

You  paid  your  $1.25  -  time  to  give  us  your  two  cents.  Every  student 
who  has  paid  a  levy  of  $1.25  per  annum  in  her  or  his  student  fees  is 
welcome  to  attend  the  Annual  General  Meeting  along  with  our  elected 
Board  of  Directors.  We  want  to  hear  your  ideas  about  what  we  should  be 
doing  at  the  paper  this  year. 

Remember,  it's  your  newspaper  too!  The  Varsity  is  a  democracy,  so  come 
and 

share  your  ideas  with  us  about  how  we  can  make  it  better. 
When:  Tuesday,  October  3,  2006  at  6:00  p.m. 


Where:  The  Bahen  Centre  for  Information  Technology,  Room  2145 
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Life  in  the  bike  lane 


Katie  Baneth 


"I  wish  the  city,  specifically  along 
College  Street  and  Bathurst,  would 
erect  signage  for  bikers,"  said  Tam- 
my Thorne,  a  part-time  political  sci- 
ence students. 

"We've  got  gridlock  and  angry, 
frustrated  drivers.  Roads  [are]  in 
bad  repair.  Parking  is  hard  to  find 
and  we're  having  record  numbers 
of  smog  days — and  people  dying  of 
smog-related  illnesses.  We  need  to 
voice  this  to  pressure  change." 

This  Friday,  Worth  will  be  leading 
a  column  of  cyclists  on  Queen  Street 
West,  as  part  of  a  new  monthly  event 
to  encourage  bike  commuting  in  To- 
ronto. The  event,  called  BikeFriday, 
debuted  last  month,  and  was  the 
brainchild  of  cycling  activist  Joseph 
Travers.  He  was  encouraged  by  the 
turn-out  to  the  first  BikeFriday. 

"It  was  a  great  start  especially 
since  a  CRFB  reporter  and  City 
Councillor  Joe  Mihevc  rode  their 
bikes  and  got  involved,"  Travers 
said. 

For  the  commuters  who  will  be 
joining  her  at  Queen  Street  West 
and  Sorauren  Avenue  on  Friday  at  8 
a.m.,  Worth  has  her  own  riding  tips 
to  offer. 

"I  try  to  go  behind  the  motorist  so 
he  can  turn  right,  unimpeded,"  said 
Thorne.  "But,  of  course  I  can  only 
do  this  if  the  motorist  indicates.  It 
seems  to  be  out  of  fashion  to  signal 


Tammy  Thorne,  a  poli  sci  student,  is  one  of  the  people  organizing  a  bike  commute  at 
this  week's  BikeFriday,  which  takes  place  the  last  Friday  of  the  month. 


your  turns  these  days." 

Late-risers  need  not  miss  out  on 
the  fun.  At  6  p.m.,  bikers  will  con- 
gregate at  the  domino  sculputures 
at  Spadina  Avenue  and  Bloor  Street 
West  for  another  monthly  cycling 
event:  Critical  Mass. 


It  began  in  1992  in  San  Francisco 
and  has  spread  to  over  four  hun- 
dred cities  around  the  world.  Cy- 
clists join  ranks  traveling  along 
downtown  Toronto's  biggest  streets 
until  there  are  enough  of  them  to  oc- 
cupy the  whole  street. 


Attention  All  SAC  Members 


The  Student's  Admlnstrative  Council  -  your  students' 
union  -  is  holding  a  byelection  to  fill  vacancies  on 
the  Board  of  Directors  in  the  following  constituenices. 

Ontario  Institute  for  Studies  in  Education 
Toronto  School  of  Theology 
Transitional  Year  Program 
University  College 

Nomination  Period 

Sept.  18th  at  12  noon  to  Sept.  22nd  at  5  pm 
Second  Nomination  Period 

Sept.  25th  at  12  noon  to  Sept.  29th  at  5  pm 
All  Candidates  Meeting 

Friday  September  29th  at  5pm 
Campaign  Period 

Oct.  2nd  at  12  noon  to  Oct.  13  at  5pm 
Voting  Period 

Oct.  1 1th  at  12  noon  to  Oct.  13  at  5pm 

To  become  a  candidate,  members  of  a  constituency 
can  pick  up  a  candidate  information  package  during 
the  nomination  period  in  the  SAC  office.  If  no 
candidates  are  nominated  for  a  specific  seat, 
nominations  for  these  seats  will  become  open  to  all 
full-time  undergraduates  during  the  second  nomination 
period.  Full  election  rules  are  available  from  SAC. 

For  further  information,  contact  Elections  Committee 
c/o  VP  University  Affairs,  vpua@sac.utoronto.ca 
12  Hart  House  Circle,  University  of  Toronto 
416-978-4911  x230 

Students'  Administrative  Council 


Energy-saving 
initiative  aims  to 
Vewire  our  brains' 


Smita  Saxena 


With  a  wire-cutting  ceremony  yes- 
terday at  Sidney  Smith,  U  of  T's  Sus- 
tainability  Office  kiciced  off  Rewire, 
a  campaign  designed  to  reduce  en- 
ergy use  in  university  buildings. 

The  program  has  received  over 
$250,000  in  government  funding 
for  its  behavioral  approach  to  en- 
ergy conservation.  Instead  of  doing 
technical  research,  as  York  Univer- 
sity is  currently  doing.  Rewire  uses 
"social  motivation"  techniques, 
such  as  scattering  signs  through- 
out seven  university  residences, 
which  remind  students  to  flick  off 
the  lights  when  no  one  is  around. 

"We  live  in  a  bubble  and  we  for- 
get that  the  world  is  running  out  of 
natural  resources.  So,  it's  great  to 
have  these  little  reminders  to  tell 
us  to  save,"  said  Louisa  Gomez,  a 
third-year  environmental  science 
student. 

These  "little  reminders"  led  to 
great  results  in  a  pilot  study  done 
over  the  summer  and  have  now 
opened  the  door  for  many  new 
projects. 

Another  Rewire  project  in  the 
works  aims  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  energy  used  to  light  the  stacks 
at  Robarts  library  with  controlled 
lighting.  Lights  dim  when  no  one  is 
around,  but  as  soon  as  there  is  any 
movement  they  brighten. 


Speeches  by  noted  dignitaries,  in- 
cluding university  president  David 
Naylor,  Toronto  Hydro  CEO  David 
O'Brien,  and  Toronto  Atmospheric 
Fund  (TAF)  executive  director  Phil- 
ip Jessup,  the  Sustainaibility  Office 
was  lauded  for  its  revolutionary  ap- 
proach towards  "reducing  the  con- 
sumption of  energy  and  other  re- 
sources at  University  of  Toronto." 

"Technology  is  not  going  to  do 
the  trick.  We  have  to  rewire  our 
brains,"  said  TAF's  Jessup. 

He  said  that  students  will  have 
to  get  comfortable  with  the  idea  of 
dimmer  lighting.  The  streets  and 
buildings  in  Toronto  are  over-lit 
according  to  all  the  speakers,  and 
people  need  to  modify  their  think- 
ing to  get  used  to  the  idea  of  less 
light. 

Toronto  Hydro's  O'Brien  said 
his  company  was  looking  towards 
hiring  U  of  T  students  to  establish 
a  behavioral  marketing  program 
based  on  Rewire. 

In  particular,  Toronto  Hydro  is 
interested  in  expanding  a  motiva- 
tional program  begun  this  summer. 
It  promised  consumers  a  ten  per 
cent  discount  on  their  hydro  bills, 
provided  they  reduced  their  power 
use  by  ten  per  cent. 

O'Brien  said  the  program  was  a 
success  and  hoped  the  percentage 
discount  would  increase  to  33  per 
cent  in  the  future. 
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"Our  goal  is  to  repeat  the  Cana- 
dian success  of  Banting  and  Best 
in  192L  who  discovered  a  way  to 
produce  insulin  in  a  laboratory  of 
the  University  of  Toronto,  leading 
to  the  treatment  of  diabetic  patients 
worldwide,"  said  Stephane  Gagne, 
Constab's  president  and  CEO,  with 
unabashed  ambition. 

The  CVCA,  an  industry  associa- 
tion for  venture  capitalists,  is  a  non- 
incubator  tenant  attracted  by  the 
location. 

"The  building  is  very  state  of  the 
art,"  said  Lauren  Linton,  Director  of 
Marketing.  "It's  where  we  should  be, 
because  what  the  CVCA  is  all  about 
is  leading-edge  innovation."  The 
rent,  she  said,  is  competitive. 

Not  all  of  governing  council's 


promises  have  materialized  -  none 
of  the  tenants  interviewed  employ  U 
of  T  students,  for  example.  But  now- 
adays there  is  little  or  no  criticism  of 
the  MaRS  Centre,  perhaps  because 
the  university's  $5  million  contribu- 
tion was  a  one-time  donation  that 
governing  council  need  not  approve 
again. 

Neither  the  MaRS  foundation  nor 
U  of  T's  administration  made  them- 
selves available  for  interviews  for 
this  article. 

For  the  tenants,  MaRS  is  just  a 
great  place  to  do  business  and  find 
new  clients. 

"We  look  at  our  neighbours  as  po- 
tential clients  but  also  as  potential 
collaborators,"  said  Sharpe.  "There's 
a  real  buzz  around  MaRS  [...]  there' 
a  lot  going  on  here  so  it's  an  exciting 
place  to  be." 


Claudio  Gatti,  of  Claron  Technology,  demonstrates  a  device  that  helps  brain  surgeons 
track  their  moves  during  operation. 
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VARSITY  COMMENT 


Now  for  the  hard  part 


When  Dr.  David  Naylor  was 
named  U  of  T's  15th  president  in 
May  of  last  year,  many  could  be 
pardoned  for  their  cynicism.  After 
all,  the  previous  president,  Robert 
Birgeneau,  had  left  to  be  chancel- 
lor of  Berkeley  mid-way  through 
his  term,  and  it  took  nearly  a  year 
to  find  his  replacement.  This  news- 
paper had  even  argued  that  the  of- 
fice of  university  president  should 
be  abolished  altogether. 

Yet  since  assuming  office  on 
October  1  of  last  year,  Naylor  has 
managed  to  wrong-foot  his  critics. 
He  began  his  tenure  with  a  PR  blitz, 
playing  ball  with  students,  sitting  in 
on  classes,  and  making  himself  vis- 
ible to  the  community,  as  any  am- 
bassador of  the  university  should. 

He  has  made  the  right  sounds 


-  EDITORIAL  ^ 

about  adding  a  student  commons 
on  St.  George  campus.  And  despite 
criticism  of  his  administration's  re- 
sponse to  this  spring's  spate  of  hate 
attacks,  his  statement  in  response 
left  even  some  of  the  vociferous 
student  leaders  impressed. 

But  as  he  reflects  on  his  first  year 
in  office  at  the  presidential  house 
in  Rosedale  this  Sunday,  he  ought 
not  allow  this  quick  start  to  fade 
into  complacency.  For  there  are 
three  main  challenges  his  adminis- 
tration must  tackle  during  its  com- 
ing years. 

Foremost  among  them  is  the 
university's  deferred  maintenance 
problem.  Ten  years  of  provincial 


underfunding  and  neglect  took 
their  toll  on  the  university's  main- 
tenance budget.  Buildings  such  as 
Robarts  Library  and  the  Medical 
Sciences  Building  are  crumbling.  A 
report  last  winter  placed  the  total 
value  of  delayed  repairs  at  nearly 
$300  million.  Clearly,  this  is  unsus- 
tainable and  the  university  must 
commit  serious  cash — nearly  $50 
million  a  year  to  be  sure,  and  not 
the  $8  million  allocated  in  2006— 
to  begin  to  make  a  dent. 

Secondly,  his  administration 
must  still  convince  skeptics,  includ- 
ing many  students,  that  its  commit- 
ment to  the  "student  experience" 
and  the  re-positioning  of  U  of  T  as  a 
"student-centered  research  univer- 
sity" is  more  than  just  whitewash. 

And  what  better  way  to  do  this 


than  by  moving  ahead  swiftly  with 
plans  to  build  a  student  centre? 
Indeed,  it  is  a  shame  that  U  of  T's 
largest  campus  still  lacks  such  a 
centre,  while  UTM  and  UTSC  have 
had  theirs  since  1999  and  2004,  re- 
spectively. 

Lastly,  the  university  must  sort 
out  its  finances  without  passing  too 
much  of  the  burden  onto  students 
through  tuition  fee  hikes  (There 
is  a  deficit  of  $9.3  million  forecast 
for  the  current  year.).  This  could 
be  accomplished  by  shrinking  the 
university's  bloated  bureaucracy 
and  further  trimming  the  salaries 
of  top  administrators,  who  are  al- 
ready among  the  best-paid  in  the 
province. 

But  perhaps  Naylor's  biggest 
challenge  as  the  university's  de 
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facto  CEO  might  be  to  groom  a  suc- 
cessor who  will  better  represent 
the  diversity  that  exists  within  U  of 
T's  students,  staff,  and  faculty. 

In  planning  his  six  remaining 
years,  Naylor  has  a  few  advantages 
as  university  president.  He  need 
not  face  an  electorate  every  so  of- 
ten, nor  must  he  answer  to  any  Bay 
Street  suits  demanding  immediate 
returns.  He  will,  however,  have  to 
answer  to  generations  of  future 
governors,  students,  and,  yes, 
scribblers  like  us,  who  will  see  his 
portrait  in  Simcoe  Hall's  council 
chamber  and  ask:  who  was  David 
Naylor,  and  what  did  he  do? 

So  far,  the  doctor's  diagno- 
sis seems  sound.  It's  time  to  see 
whether  his  prescription  does  the 
trick. 


►  LETTERS  ^ 


Email  aggravation  from 
the  *Saug  to  St.  George 


Afshan  Makhani 


Anticipating  some  important  emails  after 
class  on  July  26,  I  gasped  when  I  found  out 
that  my  UTM  email  account  apparently  no 
longer  existed.  1  panicked,  wondering  how  to 
contact  classmates  for  a  presentation  due  in 
a  few  days. 

1  fumed  in  frustration  when  I  was  informed 
that  all  Erindale  students  were  expected  to 
get  an  utoronto.ca  account  as  of  Wednesday, 
July  26,  and  that  all  UTM  email  accounts 
would  no  longer  be  valid  after  that  date.  I 
searched  frantically  for  the  UTORID  activa- 
tion information  1  had  tucked  away  long  ago, 
since  no  services  or  computers  at  UTM  re- 
quired a  UTORID  login. 

Hours — and  many  curses — later,  1  calmed 
down  a  little  when  1  was  notified  that  in  24 
hours  1  would  have  my  very  first  utoronto. 
ca  email  account.  Sure,  it  was  my  fault  that  I 
hadn't  read  about  the  address  change  on  the 
UTM  website,  but  then  again  who  really  both- 
ers to  read  every  piece  of  information  on  the 
school  site? 

Upon  learning  the  reasons  for  the  switch, 
1  admit  that  UTM  did  have  some  reasonable 
explanations  for  transferring  to  the  UTORID 
system.  One  explanation  was  to  ensure  an 
easier  transition  when  new  services  requir- 
ing a  UTORID  are  introduced  at  UTM. 

An  implausible  reason  given,  however,  was 
that  students  would  now  have  only  one  U  of  T 
email  account  to  remember.  What  difference 
would  it  make  to  the  administration  if  a  stu- 
dent chose  to  remember  two  passwords  and 
email  addresses  instead  of  one? 

The  changeover  was  not  without  its  prob- 


lems. We  were  assured  that  our  existing 
email  folders  would  be  moved  to  the  new  ad- 
dresses and  that  any  mail  addressed  to  utm. 
utoronto.ca  accounts  would  be  forwarded  to 
our  new  ones.  However,  many  students  lost 
old  emails  and  address  books,  and  did  not 
receive  any  new  mail  sent  to  the  old  UTM  ac- 
counts. 

Although  UTM's  decision  proved  to  be  a 
major  inconvenience  for  email  users,  at  least 
the  switch  occurred  over  the  summer,  when 
the  majority  of  students  were  not  busy  with 
school.  When  the  general  U  of  T  webmail 
system  was  overhauled  this  September,  stu- 
dents were  starting  all  their  classes  and  thus 
heavily  dependent  on  their  email  accounts, 
which  was  far  worse  timing. 

A  common  complaint  about  this  switchover 
was  that  it  made  webmail  too  slow,  causing 
students  to  miss  important  meeting  notices 
and  hindering  assignments  that  required 
email  communication  with  professors. 

Another  problem  that  students  voiced  was 
the  unreliability  of  the  new  system.  Some  stu- 
dents claimed  to  have  sent  emails  that  the 
system  did  not  deliver.  Some  tried  to  forward 
mail  to  other  email  accounts,  but  the  system 
also  hindered  this  because  email  from  the 
UTORID  account  took  a  whole  week  to  reach 
the  other  email  account. 

The  question  1  was  left  asking  myself  in  re- 
gards to  both  the  UTM  address  switch  and 
the  UTORID  system  changeover  was  why  the 
administration  wanted  to  change  something 
that  seemed  to  be  working  well.  Although  I'm 
sure  they  were  attempting  to  better  services 
for  students,  the  changes  instead  caused  a 
lot  of  inconvenience. 


Students  must 
govern  new  centre 

Re:  Student  centre  levy  likely,  Sept.  25 

This  is  an  exciting  and  interesting  develop- 
ment and  a  huge  victory  after  years  of  student 
lobbying  dating  back  to  the  1960s.  This  year's 
SAC  executive  has  proven  to  be  committed 
to  improving  the  student  experience  and  has 
shown  their  ability  to  influence  governance 
by  effectively  commuriiciiting  the  needs  of  its 
members. 

As  enrolment  increases  and  we  begin  to 
see  the  impact  on  availability  of  labs  and 
study  space,  and  focus  on  generating  solu- 
tions for  these  problems,  little  is  said  about 
student  space.  The  student  space  report  and 
recommendations  indicate  that  the  university 
administration  is  listening  to  student  needs  and 
is  committed  to  enhancing  the  undergraduate 
experience.  The  most  important  question  as 
the  plan  moves  ahead  is  not  an  issue  of  a  levy; 
rather,  it  is  whether  or  not  a  future  student  com- 
mons will  have  student  control  and  a  gover- 
ncmce  model  empowering  students. 

EsTEFANfA  Toledo 
Part-time  student  governor 

Planting  rumours 

Re:  The  woman  who  knew  too  much?, 
Sept.  14 

Caroline  Xia,  founder  of  the  community  garden- 
ing movement  on  campus,  advocated  for  the 
ideal  of  zero-cost  organic  gardening  and  named 
the  garden,  established  by  SAC  in  2002,  "Food 
for  All."  Caroline  created  much  of  the  soil  in  the 
present  garden  through  diligent  composting. 
Her  community-oriented  policies  directly  and 
indirectly  created  many  campus  gardening 
jobs.  She  was  assisted  in  all  of  this  by  the  dedi- 
cated members  of  the  OPIRG  Equity  Gardeners, 


which  she  founded  and  coordinated.  The  suc- 
cess of  the  "Food  for  All"  Organic  Community 
Garden  is  due  largely  to  Caroline. 

SAC  2005/6  and  SAC  2006/7  have  ignored 
her  outstanding  contribution  to  the  quality  of 
campus  life.  This  is  the  fate  common  to  many 
talented  people  of  colour,  whose  generosity  and 
abilities  aire  overlooked  by  mainstream  society. 

The  garden  was  meant  to  grow  food,  not 
decoratives.  Every  year  that  CcU'oline  mcinciged 
the  garden,  it  produced  food  abundantly  for 
all.  SAC's  Rick  Teller  is  wrong  to  say  the  garden 
was  in  a  bad  state;  I  can  attest  to  the  garden's 
productivity  and  status. 

A  great  wrong  has  been  done  to  Caroline  Xia 
and  to  Toronto's  hungry  by  SAC  2005/6  and  SAC 
2006/7.  The  current  SAC  should  apologize  to 
Caroline  and  recognize  the  campus'  immense 
debt  to  her  SAC  should  also  immediately  re- 
store the  garden  to  safe  food  production. 

David  Melville 

Former  member,  U  of  T  Governing  Council 

•  I  am  a  U  of  T  graduate  student  who,  through 
my  part-time  job  at  a  nearby  retail  store,  has  be- 
come familiar  with  Caroline  Xia.  I  have  casually 
chatted  with  Caroline  in  my  store  over  the  last 
six  years,  and  1  have  always  found  her  pleasant, 
interesting,  and  most  importantly,  lucid. 

Her  devotion  to  her  academic  work  and  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  SAC  garden  was  a  topic  that 
often  came  up  in  our  conversations.  I  was  cil- 
ways  humbled  by  her  commitment  to  providing 
free  organic  produce  to  those  less  financially 
fortunate,  and  by  how  knowledgeable  she  is 
about  organic  gardening  techniques. 

1  was  shocked  to  discover  that  her  efforts  are 
not  funded  by  SAC,  the  way  all  the  other  clubs 
are,  and  1  strongly  feel  that  ought  to  be  rectified 
immediately.  Caroline  deserves  an  honorarium 
for  all  the  hard  work  she  has  put  into  the  gar- 
den, making  a  difference  by  providing  organic 
produce  to  those  who  may  not  otherwise  be 
able  to  afford  it. 

Teela  Johnson 
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Commuters,  take 
back  your  campus 

This  place  will  get  to  you,  unless  you  get  involved 


Don't  let  your  university  careers  whiz  by,  commuters. 


Sana  Ahmed  

If  all  goes  well,  my  four-year  stint  at  U  of  T  will 
effectively  come  to  an  end  in  2007.  The  past 
three  years  went  by  so  quickly.  But  if  some- 
one were  to  ask  me  to  summarize  each  year 
that  I  spent  at  this  school,  one  point  would 
stand  out. 

Instead  of  living  on  campus,  1  commuted 
from  Scarberia.  I  disliked  that  aspect  very 
much. 

To  begin  with,  first  year  was  a  ho-hum  and 
unstimulating  affair.  To  put  it  bluntly,  1  de- 
spised it.  I  am  a  social  animal,  and  coming 
straight  out  of  high  school  I  was,  perhaps 
naively,  expecting  university  to  be  a  similar 
experience. 

Boy,  was  I  ever  wrong.  Classes  were  huge, 
professors  were  mean — with  the  exception  of 
the  stellar  Nick  Mount  of  ENG  140 — and  I  was 
bored.  Not  only  bored,  but  depressed  and 
alone.  Therefore,  1  remember  first  year,  but 
definitely  not  fondly. 

Second  year  started  off  in  the  same  vein. 
Classes  were  somewhat  smaller  and  more 
interesting,  but  the  whole  social  aspect  was 
lacking.  How  can  one  make  lasting  friends 
at  this  school?  You  go  to  class,  take  notes, 
and  say  hi  to  some  different  random  person 
each  time.  Or  sometimes  you  might  even  be 
blessed  with  a  person  sitting  beside  you  who 
won't  even  acknowledge  your  presence. 

A  few  months  into  second  year,  thankfully, 
my  desperate  existence  ended.  I  joined  the 
Telefund  Call  Centre.  I  was  low  on  cash  and 
happened  to  run  into  a  friend  who  worked 
there.  Since  starting  work  there,  I've  made 
many  friends  whom  I've  come  to  love.  Be- 
cause of  my  campus  job,  coming  to  school 
began  to  help  instead  of  hinder  my  emotional 
and  social  well-being. 

This  article  is  a  heads-up,  especially  for 
those  of  you  who  are  just  starting  out  here. 
University  is  supposed  to  an  experience  that 


should  do  more  than  challenge  you  intellec- 
tually. This  experience  should  help  you  make 
friends  with  whom  you  hang  out  and  engage 
in  conversation.  This  is  a  really  crucial  aspect 
to  commuters'  well-being,  for  1  can  testify  to 
the  fact  that  not  interacting  with  another  hu- 
man being  during  a  six-hour  break,  week  after 
week,  can  make  you  go  crazy. 

Like  elementary  and  high  school,  universi- 
ty should  be  a  time  when  you  can  make  mean- 
ingful friends.  That  did  not  happen  to  me  im- 
mediately. Like  thousands  of  other  students 
enrolled  at  the  university,  I  never  lived  on 
campus,  and  this  distance  definitely  caused 
me  to  feel  alienated. 

But  the  difference  between  me  and  some- 
one else  who  started  off  university  in  a  simi- 
lar way  is  that  1  seized  an  opportunity.  Even 
though  this  came  in  a  form  of  a  job  on  cam- 
pus, getting  involved  really  helped  me  feel  in- 
tegrated in  the  whole — usually  exclusive — U 
of  T  environment. 

I  would  like  to  change  that  environment. 
I've  learned  that  the  onus  lies  on  you  to  find 
ways  to  get  involved,  whether  through  joining 
clubs,  playing  intramural  sports,  working  on 
campus,  or  whatever.  By  getting  involved  in 
things  like  these,  1  began  to  feel  as  though  I 
belonged. 

My  college,  Victoria,  has  an  Off-Campusers 
Commuters'  Association,  and  I'm  sure  that 
other  colleges  have  similar  clubs  that  cater 
specifically  to  commuters.  Joining  such  clubs 
is  an  excellent  way  for  commuters  to  expand 
their  social  life  and  foster  university  friend- 
ships that  will  last. 

So  next  time  you  go  to  class,  take  a  few  sec- 
onds and  say  hi  to  the  person  sitting  next  to 
you.  Trust  me:  they  will  want  to  talk,  espe- 
cially if  they  happen  to  be  a  commuter.  You'll 
connect  to  another  human,  and  you  might 
just  get  a  new  friend  out  of  it.  After  all,  as  the 
Beatles  put  it  so  eloquently,  "All  you  need  is 
love." 
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The  doctor's  first  check-up 

After  one  year  in  office,  JOSEPHINE  lee  takes  the  pulse  of  David  Naylor's  presidency 


$350,000  SMILE:  University  president  David  Naylor  in  Simcoe  Hall's  Council  Chambers  in  May  2005.  He  became  U  of  T's  15th  president  on  Oct.  1,  of  that  year. 


The  University  of  Toronto  Presi- 
dential Home  has  a  jaw-drop- 
ping exterior,  not  because  of 
the  house  itself,  with  its  muted  shades 
of  brown  and  black,  but  because  of 
the  amount  of  land  it  occupies. 

Situated  in  a  cozy  neighbourhood 
of  elite  Rosedale  memsions,  the  presi- 
dential home,  unlike  surrounding 
houses,  has  an  enormous  front  lawn, 
which  descends  into  a  grove.  Bright 
flowers  and  small  trees  dot  the  lush 
field  in  the  summer;  a  visual  feast  of 
colour. 

The  interior  is  more  predictable. 
Large,  stately  rooms  are  tastefully 
decorated  in  elegant  patterns  each 
with  its  own  theme:  a  rose-patterned 
sun  room,  for  example,  leads  into  a 
dark  wood-paneled  study. 

This  is  where  U  of  T  President  Da- 
vid Naylor  resides,  where  he  holds  a 
lot  of  his  meetings  and  where  he  sat 
down  with  me  to  discuss  his  first  year 
as  president. 

It  has  been  an  interesting  year  for 
a  man  who  has  been  involved  with  U 
of  T  in  one  capacity  or  another  for  al- 
most twenty  years. 

After  receiving  his  MD  from  U  of 
T  in  1978,  Naylor  earned  the  Rhodes 
scholarship  and  went  to  study  social 
policy  and  administration  at  Oxford, 
where  he  met  his  wife,  Use  Treur- 
nicht,  a  fellow  Rhodes  scholar  from 
South  Africa,  now  the  CEO  of  MaRS. 

After  joining  the  Faculty  of  Medi- 
cine in  1987,  Naylor  became  a  power- 
ful force  in  Canadian  health  policy, 
creating  innovative  programs  and  ini- 
tiatives that  have  changed  the  field. 

These  include  a  research  program 
in  clinical  epidemiology  at  Sunny- 
brook  and  the  Institute  for  Clinical 
Evaluative  Sciences  (ICES),  a  non- 
profit healthcare  research  corpora- 
tion. 

ICES  in  particular  sometimes  land- 
ed Naylor  in  hot  water  with  fellow  col- 
leagues and  the  government. 

"One  of  my  favourite  memories  is 
being  pressed  by  the  government  to 
provide  an  estimate  of  the  open-heart 
surgeries  required.  We  gave  our  best 
estimate  but  flagged  it  as  imprecise 
due  to  the  tight  timeline. 

"The  Ministry  of  Health  paid  no 
heed  and  publicly  announced  fund- 
ing in  tens  of  millions  of  dollars.  I 
was  pulled  from  the  audience  and 
made  to  hold  the  other  end  of  a  large 
cardboard  cheque  in  front  of  TV  cam- 
eras. 

"But  when  we  finalized  the  num- 
bers, they  turned  out  to  be  higher 
and  this  did  not  make  the  Ministry 
happy.  That  was  not  a  high  point  in 
my  career." 

Another  interesting  period  was 
2003,  when  Naylor  chaired  the  SARS 
National  Advisory  Committee. 

He  faced  constant  pressure  from 
the  government  and  the  public,  an 
experience  he  refuses  to  talk  about 
even  now. 

Pressure  also  came  from  internal 
sources. 

"I  suffered  from  a  herniated  central 
disc  right  when  I  was  due  to  hand  in 
a  major  report.  I  typed  most  of  it  on 
my  knees,  with  pillows  thrown  on  the 
floor.  People  would  come  in  and  say 
I  appeared  to  be  praying  in  the  com- 
puter area. 

"There's  no  glamorous  explanation 
for  why  it  happened... .aside  from  ad- 
vancing decrepitude,"  he  joked. 

In  1999,  Naylor  became  Dean  of  the 


Faculty  of  Medicine  and  served  un- 
til 2005,  when  he  was  chosen  as  the 
university's  15th  president. 

At  the  time,  many  felt  that  the  uni- 
versity needed  strong  leadership. 

"Lots  of  the  senior  team  had  jumped 
ship.  U  of  T  wanted  a  capable,  inter- 
nal leader  who  could  fill  a  big  vacuum 
in  the  administration,"  explained  Paul 
Bretscher,  VP  External  of  SAC. 

October  1  marks  the  end  of  Naylor's 
freshman  year. 

Small  is  beautiful 

His  primary  focus  was  improving  and 
enhancing  the  student  experience, 
with  an  emphasis  on  areas  such  as 
the  co-curricular  experience  and  stu- 
dent activity  space. 

Modest  progress  has  been  made 
on  the  latter.  A  special  task  force  re- 
viewed student  activity  space  on  all 
three  campuses,  and  several  plans 
and  designs  have  been  studied.  Nay- 
lor has  also  begun  work  on  raising 
funds. 

Other  areas  such  as  curricular  ex- 
perience are  more  contentious. 

"I'd  love  to  see  smaller  classes.  I'd 
like  to  see  him  actually  do  something 
about  it,"  said  Coralie  D'Souza,  un- 
dergraduate representative  on  the 
Governing  Council. 

The  issue  of  large  classes  arose  af- 
ter Naylor  visited  classrooms  across 
U  of  T's  campuses  during  his  first 
week  as  president,  a  move  that  some 
dismissed  as  nothing  but  a  "brilliant 
PR  stunt." 

Whatever  his  motivation,  Naylor  be- 
came determined  to  introduce  more 
personalized  learning  opportunities 
and  smaller  classes,  along  the  lines 
of  Vic  One — a  first-year  program  at 
Victoria  College  where  students  are 
placed  in  a  class  of  25. 


"My  problem  with  this  is  smaller, 
exclusive  courses  take  teaching  time 
and  resources  from  other  courses,  so 
the  result  is  larger  classes  anyway," 
said  ASSU  president,  Noaman  All. 

"A  small  class  like  Vic  One  gives 
students  trappings  of  elitism.  Rather, 
we  should  offer  more  tenure  track  po- 
sitions to  qualified  instructors." 

Another  way  Naylor  has  tackled 
the  student  experience  problem 
is  through  the  Student  Experience 
Fund. 

The  fund  is  designed  to  support 
initiatives  that  enhance  the  student 
experience.  But  many  thought  the 
submitted  proposals  had  too  little 
student  input,  while  others  felt  there 
was  too  little  money  relative  to  the  U 
of  T  budget. 

Money  problems  extend  beyond 
the  student  experience  and  into  tu- 
ition fees — the  most  high-profile  is- 
sue the  university  deals  with  each 
year. 

Naylor  has  advocated  the  deregu- 
lation of  tuition  fees,  meaning  the 
provincial  government  can't  cap  or 
freeze  fees. 

"Tuition  revenue  becomes  redis- 
tribution rather  than  pure  revenue, 
because  it  is  used  for  bursaries,"  he 
stated.  "Our  needs-based  bursary 
program  runs  potentially  in  the  red. 
We  would  use  tuition  revenue  to  re- 
store it  to  stability.  So  freezing  tuition 
is  not  the  great  thing  it's  made  out  to 
be." 

Student  organizations  on  the  other 
hand  have  campaigned  to  continue 
freezing  tuition. 

"Higher  tuition  only  improves  [the 
student  experience]  for  those  who 
can  afford  it.  It's  one  thing  to  make 
U  of  T  a  world-class  university,  but  if 
only  world-class  students  can  afford 


it,  you're  disadvantaging  world-class 
students  who  can't,"  said  Ali. 

Stepping  forward 

It's  probably  a  good  thing  Naylor  has 
dealt  with  public  dissent  before.  The 
experience  no  doubt  came  in  handy 
during  the  most  caustic  period  of  his 
first  year:  the  racist  incidents  of  early 
2006  that  came  to  be  nicknamed  "Is- 
lamophobia." 

"That  was  not  the  lowest  stress 
period  for  us.  There  was  a  sense  that 
we  had  lost  some  of  our  civility.  It  was 
viscerally  upsetting,"  he  admitted. 

Naylor  and  the  administration  were 
criticized  for  being  slow  to  address 
the  incidents,  for  not  responding  with 
as  much  forcefulness  as  they  had  to 
earlier  discrimination  issues  and  for 
not  doing  more  to  rid  the  administra- 
tion itself  of  racial  intolerance. 

He  eventually  presented  a  speech 
to  the  Governing  Council  condemn- 
ing the  incidents,  much  to  the  relief  of 
students  on  campus. 

He  finds  the  other  criticisms  ridicu- 
lous and  upsetting. 

When  asked  about  them,  Naylor's 
normally  placid  expression  changed 
into  a  frown  and  he  spoke  more  halt- 
ingly, as  if  choosing  his  words  care- 
fully 

"Those  comments  are  easy  to 
make  and  hard  to  prove.  Our  faculty 
are  hired  from  an  array  of  time  peri- 
ods. Of  course  they  won't  represent 
the  GTA  exactly  as  it  exists  in  2006. 
Saying  that's  an  indication  of  racism 
strikes  me  as  radically  irrational." 

In  general  though,  his  handling  of 
the  Islamophobia  situation  met  with 
approval. 

In  fact,  David  Naylor  seems  to  elicit 
positive  feedback  from  even  his  most 
vocal  critics.  He  knows  how  to  come 


out  of  almost  any  situation,  no  mat- 
ter how  controversial,  smelling  like 
roses. 

The  secret  to  his  success  lies  in  a 
congenial  temperament  that  avers 
a  talent  for  anticipating  the  needs 
and  wants  of  the  U  of  T  community. 
He  constantly  displays  a  seemingly 
ingenuous  desire  to  make  the  univer- 
sity a  better  place. 

That's  not  to  say  there  isn't  room 
for  improvement. 

Many  students  want  Naylor  and  the 
administration  to  find  ways  to  engage 
apathetic  students  in  the  university 
community,  whether  by  improving 
the  classroom  experience,  providing 
more  student  aid,  or  simply  working 
with  more  student  organizations. 

Some  want  to  see  more  effective 
student  representation  as  a  means 
of  improving  the  student  experience. 
SAC  wants  to  see  Naylor's  continued 
support  for  the  new  student  centre 
and  a  return  to  freezing  tuition  fees. 

Naylor  himself  plans  to  "stay  the 
course."  For  him,  that  means  recruit- 
ing new  faculty,  expanding  graduate 
enrolment  and  continuing  to  working 
on  the  student  centre,  an  "intensifica- 
tion" of  what  has  already  been  done 
this  year. 

Among  his  favourite  moments  are 
meeting  political  figures,  attending 
classes  in  his  first  week  and  going  to 
convocation,  despite  the  "risk  of  re- 
petitive strain  injury  from  shaking  so 
many  hands." 

Not  surprisingly,  he  considers  the 
Israeli  Apartheid  Week  and  subse- 
quent Islamophobia  incidents  to  be 
the  most  difficult. 

"I  really  enjoyed  this  year.  I'm  deal- 
ing with  some  of  the  smartest  young 
people  in  the  country.  That's  hugely 
appealing." 
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Fighting  for  a  nuclear  cure 


Flying  with  four  wings 

Paleobiologist  Nick  Longrich  has  re- 
cently challenged  the  idea  that  birds 
began  flying  by  taking  off  from  the 
ground,  suggesting  instead  that  birds 
descended  from  arboreal  gliders, 
■'similar  to  modern  flying  squirrels." 
Having  examined  Archaeopteryx  lith- 
ographica  fossils,  a  dinosaur  from  the 
Jurassic  period,  Longrich  concluded 
that  the  dinosaur's  leg  feathers  had 
an  aerodynamic  structure  that  im- 
plied their  use  as  "winglets."  Although 
scientists  had  immediately  noticed 
feather-like  structures  on  the  hind 
limbs  when  the  first  fossil  of  Archae- 
opteryx lithographica  was  discovered 
in  1861,  they  were  regarded  as  insulat- 
ing body  feathers.  It  wasn't  until  2002, 
when  several  four-winged  dinosaurs 
were  discovered  in  China,  that  re- 
searchers began  to  reconsider  their 
interpretation  of  these  structures. 

"1  believe.. .that  people  tend  to  see 
what  they  want  or  expect  to  see,"  ar- 
gued Longrich.  "Everybody  knows 
that  birds  don't  have  four  wings,  so 
we  overlooked  them." 
Source:  Paleobiology 
— ABIGAIL  SLINGER 

Flesh-eating  bacteria  go 
vegan 

Scientists  have  discovered  a  gene  in 
flesh-eating  bacteria,  of  a  group  called 
Streptococcus,  which  helps  bacteria 
evade  the  body's  defenses.  When  the 
bacteria  express  the  gene  successful- 
ly, they  are  able  to  degrade  a  critical 
intermediate  involved  in  the  human 
immune  response,  thereby  hijacking 
the  body's  main  defense.  By  injecting 
mice  with  a  Streptococcus  strain  that 
were  genetically  deficient  in  this  gene, 
researchers  found  that  white  blood 
cells  were  recruited  to  fight  bacteria  at 
the  site  of  infection.  These  mice  devel- 
oped small  lesions  that  healed  while 
mice  infected  with  the  virulent  strain 
developed  lesions  that  expanded  un- 
til they  died.  Although  such  a  flesh- 
eating  disease  in  humans  is  typically 
rare,  it  is  extremely  fatal,  killing  30  per 
cent  of  those  infected  and  leaving  the 
rest  disfigured. 

Source:  Howard  Hughes  Medical 
Institute  news  service 
— JENNIFER  HUEN 

Finger  Food  to  the  Rescue 

A  new  meal  service  at  Rush  University 
Medical  Center  is  aimed  at  geriatric 
psychiatry  patients,  many  of  whom 
find  it  difficult  to  feed  themselves  the 
regular  portions  served.  The  service 
highlights  user-friendly  foods  like 
later  tots,  chicken  nuggets,  quartered 
hamburgers,  and  soup  in  a  cup  that 
are  delivered  to  the  suite  in  bulk  so 
that  patients  can  create  their  own 
portion  sizes  and  eat  (almost)  inde- 
pendently. Patients  with  Alzheimer's 
disease  or  clinical  depression  find  the 
smaller  tid-bits  less  overwhelming 
and  easier  to  access.  Being  well  into 
the  academic  year,  perhaps  a  user- 
friendly  meal  service  will  benefit  the 
over-worked  and  hungry  students 
here  at  U  of  T. 

Source:  Rush  University  Medical  Cen- 
ter news  service 
— J.H. 


Mayce  Al-Sukhni 


The  thought  of  medicine  mixing  with 
radioactivity  may  not  leave  you  with 
the  best  feeling  in  your  stomach,  but 
researchers  at  U  of  T  are  doing  just 
that,  using  radioactive  particles  to 
develop  novel  advances  in  the  field  of 
therapeutic  medicine. 

Professor  Raymond  Reilly,  the 
principal  investigator  at  the  Lab  of 
Molecular  Imaging  and  Targeted  Ra- 
diotherapeutics  (LMIR)  in  the  faculty 
of  pharmacy,  focuses  on  using  radia- 
tion-emitting pharmaceuticals  (radio- 
pharmaceuticals) to  detect  and  treat 
cancers. 

"[Radiopharmaceuticals]  are  much 
more  focused  and  biologically-tar- 
geted than  external  radiation,"  Reilly 
explained.  Radiation  has  been  used  in 
the  treatment  of  cancer  for  over  a  cen- 
tury, but  radiopharmaceuticals  offer 
more  effective  treatment  possibilities. 

One  part  of  Reilly's  research  deals 
with  Trastuzumab  (sold  as  Herceptin), 
an  expensive  new  drug  for  breast  can- 
cer that  costs  about  $50,000  ayear.  The 
problem  with  Herceptin  is  that  not  all 
patients  respond  to  it,  a  discovery  to 
be  made  only  after  paying  thousands 
of  dollars  for  a  treatment  that  does  not 
even  touch  the  tumour. 

Reilly  is  developing  radio-labeled 
Herceptin — the  same  drug  but  at- 
tached to  a  radioisotope  that  can  be 
detected  on  a  scan — so  that  he  can 
track  the  drug  to  see  if  it  will  reach  the 
tumour.  If  Herceptin  successfully  tar- 
gets cancer  in  a  certain  patient,  then 
Herceptin  treatment  may  also  be  effec- 
tive. If  it  doesn't  work,  other  treatment 
options  can  be  investigated  for  that 
patient. 

"Treatment  and  diagnostics  are  on  a 


Professor  Raymond  Reilly  shows  off  his  gamma  counter,  a  machine  that  measures  radiation  emitted  by  a  radioisotope. 


continuum,"  Reilly  said.  "A  diagnostic 
imaging  radiopharmaceutical  can  be 
used  for  treatment  by  changing  the 
isotope  or  by  increasing  the  dose." 

Reilly  has  gone  from  words  to  action. 
He  is  working  on  a  radio-labeled  form 
of  Herceptin  for  treatment  of  breeist 
cancer  tumours,  turning  a  tracking 
device  into  a  more  effective  drug.  This 
drug  would  target  tumours  in  two  ap- 
proaches: the  growth-inhibiting  prop- 
erties of  the  basic  drug  (Herceptin) 
and  the  cell-killing  properties  of  the 
radioisotope   label.   In  preliminary 


findings,  the  radio-labeled  Herceptin 
is  more  effective  at  suppressing  and 
destroying  breast  cancer  cells  in  labo- 
ratory cell  cultures  than  its  non-radio- 
labeled  counterpart. 

Perhaps  one  of  LMIR's  biggest  suc- 
cesses is  the  development  of  a  radio- 
pharmaceutical currently  in  clinical 
trials.  This  novel  drug  is  based  on  a 
normal  hormone  system  that  cancer 
cells  are  particularly  sensitive  to.  Epi- 
dermal growth  factor  (EGF)  is  a  hor- 
mone that  normally  stimulates  cells 
to  grow  and  divide.  Like  all  hormonal 


systems,  the  body  regularly  needs  to 
shut  off  the  growth  signal  as  part  of 
its  everyday  cycle.  In  order  for  this  to 
happen,  EGF  must  be  directly  taken 
into  the  cell  and  degraded.  Reilly  has 
found  that  coupling  an  EGF  molecule 
to  a  radioisotope  that  emits  very  short- 
range  electrons  is  lethal  to  cells.  When 
the  molecule  is  pulled  into  a  cell  for 
routine  degradation,  the  attached  ra- 
dioisotope emits  its  electrons  and  kills 
the  cell  from  within. 

SEE  'NUCLEAR'  -  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


Cells  may  ride  the  quantum  wave 


Amidst  a  panorama  of  laboratory  equipment,  Dr.  Valentyn  Prokhorenko,  of  the  Institute  for  Optical  Sciences,  buries  himesif  in  the  study  of  quantum  mechanics. 


George  Sebastien 


Despite  centuries  of  meticulous  ex- 
perimental work,  everyone  from  the 
science  undergrad  to  the  Nobel  lau- 
reate still  struggles  to  come  to  grips 
with  the  confusing  and  often  coun- 
ter-intuitive implications  of  quantum 
theory. 

This  complex  giant  of  contempo- 
rary physics  stipulates  that  all  mat- 
ter has  both  a  solid  particle  nature 
and  a  wave  nature.  That  something 
as  small  as  a  cell  may  have  already 
mastered  the  intricacies  of  the  theo- 
ry is  humbling  experience  for  U  of  T 
researchers  on  the  forefront  of  quan- 
tum mechanics  and  biochemistry. 

In  a  recent  study,  researchers  at 
the  Institute  for  Optical  Sciences 
reported  that  they  had  successfully 


switched  a  key  molecule  in  bacteri- 
orhodopsin  (bR) — a  photosynthetic 
pigment  found  in  some  types  of  bac- 
teria— between  two  of  its  forms  by 
manipulating  the  basic  wave  proper- 
ties of  matter.  The  retinol  molecule 
in  bR  plays  an  important  role  in  bac- 
terial photosynthesis  and  its  deriva- 
tives are  essential  to  the  human  eye. 

The  changes  in  retinol  were  in- 
duced using  light  pulses  that  pro- 
vided small  amounts  of  energy,  too 
weak  to  break  or  reform  any  of  the 
molecular  bonds,  but  strong  enough 
to  disrupt  the  'quantum  coherence' 
of  the  molecule.  These  disruptions 
in  the  'waviness'  of  the  molecule 
consistently  produced  the  same 
result:  the  molecule  switched  back 
and  forth  from  its  all-trans'  form  to 
a  '13-cis'  form  rather  than  the  mul- 


titude of  other  forms  it  could  have 
adopted. 

Surprisingly,  the  two  forms  are 
exactly  the  same  ones  observed  in 
many  animal  cells.  Andrea  Nagy,  a 
Ph.D.  student  involved  in  the  proj- 
ect, explained  how  the  light  pulses 
only  affected  a  specific  atomic  bond 
on  the  entire  molecule,  causing  it  to 
"stretch  like  chewing  gum"  before 
rotating  into  a  different  position. 

The  low  levels  of  energy  used 
by  the  researchers  were  similar  to 
levels  available  to  biological  cells, 
suggesting  that  cells  may  modify 
enzymes  and  proteins  by  upsetting 
their  quantum  coherence. 

For  Dr.  Valentyn  Prokhorenko,  a 
research  assistant  in  the  group,  this 
could  be  a  result  of  evolution,  mean- 
ing even  primitive  cells  have  been 


using  quantum  mechanics  for  their 
own  purposes  long  before  scientists 
came  on  the  scene. 

Changing  molecules  between  its 
different  forms  is  a  vital  process 
both  in  industry  and  nature.  Optical 
data  storage,  for  example,  uses  the 
computer  language  of  ones  and  ze- 
ros to  store  information  on  different 
forms  of  a  molecule. 

"Several  companies  are  already 
working  on  producing  such  devic- 
es," said  Nagy. 

The  researchers  hope  to  see 
whether  other  kinds  of  rhodopsin, 
like  those  in  visual  systems,  can  be 
changed  in  the  same  way. 

"The  major  motivation  of  mine," 
said  Prokhorenko,  "[to  continue 
with  this  work  is]  to  understand... 
how  smart  creation  on  Earth  is." 
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The  sexual  evolution 

Checkmate,  a  computer  dating 
service,  launched  a  personal- 
ity survey  at  the  university 
populace  in  the  "605  in  The  Varsity's 
pages.  In  its  advert,  the  organization 
talked  to  religious  leaders,  psycholo- 
gists, and  social  workers  to  refine  a 
system  of  computer  match-ups  that 
left  nothing  to  chance. 

"With  Checkmate's  highly  refined 
mathematical  system  and  the  high- 
speed computer,  it's  just  a  matter  of 
days  until  you  are  matched  with  your 
first  ideal  date,"  boasted  the  orga- 
nization. The  system  was  touted  as 
"more  scientific"  than  conventional 
"hit  and  miss  dating"  university  stu- 
dents often  resorted  to. 
Soxace:  September  26,  1966 


VARSITY  SCIENCE 
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en  years  later.  The  Varsity  re- 
ported on  a  protest  against 
the  closing  of  a  free  clinic  that 


treated  venereal  diseases  and  as- 
sisted with  family  planning.  The 
Hassle-Free  Clinic  treated  4,000  cas- 
es of  venereal  disease  a  year  on  a 
budget  of  $50,000.  The  health  issue 
of  the  day  was  "swine  flue,"  a  dis- 
ease that  received  8  million  of  the 
provincial  government's  dollars  and 
affected  200  people  by  that  time. 
The  demonstration  criticized  the 
government's  focus  on  "politically 
sexy  issues"  like  swine  flu  rather 
than  issues  of  the  "here  and  now." 
Source:  September  13,  1976 

By  the  80s,  Depo  Provera,  a 
new  contraceptive,  was  be- 
ing hotly  debated  among 
health  experts  and  women's  groups 
throughout  Canada.  Discussions  in 
Toronto  surrounding  the  impending 
approval  of  the  drug  were  described 
as  "closed-door"  and  a  "sham."  The 


•NUCLEAR'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

"This  is  like  the  Trojan  horse  legend, 
but  in  a  radiopharmaceutical  context," 
Reilly  said.  The  group  has  found  that 
breast  cancer  cells,  which  use  more 
EGF  than  normeil  cells,  are  particularly 
sensitive  to  the  radio-labeled  EGF. 

Appropriately  enough,  in  order  to 
administer  any  investigational  drugs 
to  patients,  Reilly  must  receive  ap- 
proval not  only  from  Health  Canada 
but  also  from  the  Canadian  Nuclear 
Scifety  Commission. 

"One  of  the  things  about  nuclear 
medicine  is  that  it  is  not  very  well- 
known,"  he  said.  "The  big  difference 
[between]  military  use  of  radioactivity 
and  medical  use  of  radioactivity  is  that 
we  use  radioisotopes  that  are  much 
shorter-lived,  so  we  don't  have  issues 
of  nuclear  waste." 

Radioisotopes  in  medicine  have  a 
maximum  half-life — the  time  it  takes 
for  the  quantity  to  degrade  to  half  of  its 
original  value — of  several  days  to  one 
week.  Some  exceptionally  short-lived 
species  of  radioisotopes  in  the  field 
are  the  positron-emitters  whose  half- 


lives  range  from  mere  minutes  to  a  few 
hours.  This  translates  into  essentially 
indiscernible  levels  of  radiation  after  a 
few  days. 

"Another  general  thing  is  that  a  lot  of 
people  are  cautious  about  radioactiv- 
ity because  we  are  capable  of  measur- 
ing it  very  easily  and  so  we  are  more 
aware  of  it  as  a  hazard,"  added  Reilly. 
For  researchers,  the  fact  that  radioac- 
tivity can  be  measured  acutely  means 
that  it  can  be  contained  more  easily. 
(The  same  cannot  be  said  for  other  en- 
vironmental hazards,  like  greenhouse 
gas  emissions,  where  atmospheric  lev- 
els cannot  be  determined  to  a  precise 
degree.) 

The  field  of  nuclear  medicine  is  a 
growing  one  and  will  be  increasingly 
important  in  the  general  pharmaceuti- 
cal industry.  Reilly  hopes  to  improve 
the  treatment  other  types  of  cancers 
by  developing  more  targeted  thera- 
pies in  the  near  future. 

"At  some  point,  we  hope  that  we 
won't  be  using  the  same  chemothera- 
py drugs  that  we  have  been  using  for 
the  last  thirty  years,"  Reilly  said.  "We 
really  need  better  treatment." 


OVIR 100  W0Rir-9TUDY 
OPrORTUNITlIf  mil 

Work  on  campus. 

Flexible  hours  to  suit  you. 
• 

Obtain  valuable  work  experience 

and  references. 
• 

Free  leadership  training. 
And  get  paid! 

The  Faculty  of  Physical  Education  and  Health  is  one  of  the  largest 
student  temployers  on  campus. 

Visit  our  website 
www.ac-fpeh.com/leadership 


mi\  Af  SOON  Af  ponniE. 

Faculty  of  Phytiol  Educattofi  and  Health  -  55  Harfaord  Street.  Toronto,  M5S  2W6 


Varsity,  like  many  other  organiza- 
tions, described  the  contraceptive 
"as  good  or  better  than  the  Fill." 
Depo  Provera  was  used  in  80  dif- 
ferent countries  as  a  contraceptive, 
and  in  Canada,  had  been  approved 
for  treatment  for  other  conditions, 
like  cancer,  since  the  ^60s.  It  wasn't 
until  2004  that  the  detrimental  ef- 
fects of  Depo  Provera — bone  densi- 
ty losses  and  breast  cancer  risks,  to 
name  a  few — were  recognized  and  a 
black  box  warning  was  attached  to 
Depo  Provera. 
Source:  September  22,  1986 
— SANDY HUEN 
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Put  your  best  hand  forward  for 
something  more  effetive. 

Women's  Kung  Fu  Club 

416-693-4090 

Call  for  class  schedale  and  location. 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


•  Complete  30"Hour  Seminars 

t  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

•  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

•  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
$  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

®  Free  Repeat  Policy 

•  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

«  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

mimimmm 

www.oxfordseminars.com 


camh 


Centre  for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health 
Centre  de  toxicomanie  et  de  sante  mentale 


PARTICIPANTS  NEEDED!! 

Have  you  ever  had  a  past  depression 
that  included  some  of  the  following? 


Feelings  of  sadness 
Difficulty  sleeping 
Difficulty  thinking 


Low  energy 
Weight  loss/gain 
Feelings  of  Hopelessness 


If  so,  you  may  be  eligible  to  participate  in  a  brain 
imagiiig  study  of  depression  at  the  Centre  for  Addiction 
and  Mental  Health. 

The  study  includes  clinical  assessment/consultation, 
the  option  for  follow-up  care  and  compensation. 

Participants  must  be  non  smokers  aged  18-50,  in  good 
health  and  not  currently  taking  any  medication. 

For  more  information,  call:  (416)  535-8501  ext.  1770 


Do  you  have 

RmmED  AJLLERGIliJ 


uring  the  ia^ummer  and  M  mgnti 


sneezing  ? 
runny,  itchy  nose  ? 
red,  watery,  itchy  eyes? 


Allied  Research  International  is  seeking  men  and  women 
1 18  and  older  with  ragweed  allergies  to  participate  in  a 
research  study  testing  an  investigational  oral  medication. 

Qualifying  participants  will  be  compensated  for  participation  in  the  study. 

Call:  905-629-5777  (ext.  1)  or  Toll  free:  1-888-AJRI-5544 
E-mail:  volunteer@allie(i-research.coni 

Regular  hours  of  operation;  Monday  to  Friday:  9am  to  8pm  j^^^ 
Saturday:  9am  to  1pm 


Allied 
2  Tf  Research 
'Nk  International 


1 


4520  Dixie  Rd  in  Mississauga 

?K  2  blocks  south  of  Eglinton  Ave 
*  www.allied-research.com 

ABI  is  a  contract  research  organization  dedicated  to  the  advancement 
at  clinical  researcti.  We  conduct  research  lor  both  liealthy  volunteers 
and  (hose  with  medical  conditions. 
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Listen  Up! 

JORDAN  BIMM,  LUKE  HIGGINSON,  and  SAMIR  SIDDIQUI  have  the  word  on  what's  just  dropped 


The  Dears  -  Gang  of  bsers  (Maple  Music) 

Montreal  indie-rockers  The  Dears  have  always  shown  a  lot 
of  potential.  Earlier  singles  like  "End  of  a  Hollywood  Bedtime 
Story"  and  "Lost  in  the  Plot"  are  good  songs  that  hinted  at 
something  more  impressive.  But  now,  after  three  years  of 
waiting,  and  watching  them  receive  a  bunch  of  hype  from 
their  long  list  of  more  successful  musical  friends,  we  get  Gang 
of  Losers,  a  disappointing  collection  of  meandering,  mid-tem- 
po songs  that  finds  the  band  shedding  almost  everything  that 
was  ever  interesting  about  them.  The  sound  is  polished  and 
radio-ready,  but  singer  Murray  Lightburn  hasn't  written  any 
decent  songs  to  back  it.  While  there  are  some  nice  moments 
throughout  the  album,  nothing  gels  into  a  single  standout 
track.  The  lyrics  also  disappoint,  usually  coming  off  as  con- 
trived or  ridiculous.  "Everyone  is  almost  done  with  me,"  Lightburn  sings  on  "Ticket  to  Immortality."  He's 
right,  and  this  album  should  finish  the  job.  — L.H. 

Rating:  VWW 


Anagram /The  Creeping  Nobodies  -  i^  " 5/?//^ 
(Dead  Astronaut/Blocks) 

This  vinyl  and  digital-only  split  EP  is  a  collaborative  release 
between  Toronto  imprint  Dead  Astronaut  Records  and  the 
always-eclectic  Blocks  Recording  Club.  Sporting  simple,  yet 
attractive  handmade  packaging,  the  record  offers  four  new 
songs  from  the  militant  wing  of  Toronto's  indie-rock  scene.  Side 
A  features  two  new  songs  from  agro-indie-punks  The  Creep- 
ing Nobodies.  In  step  with  their  manic  live  show,  the  first  track 
"Sacrosanction"  alternates  between  soothing  female  vocals 
over  a  hypnotizing  bass  riff  and  frantic  guitars  that  shake  and 
shimmer  through  loads  of  reverb  and  distortion.  On  "Psychic 
Weapons"  the  Nobodies'  frontman  Derek  Westerholm  gruffly 
stakes  out  his  belief  in  government-sanctioned  mind  control, 
and  describes  its  use  on  civilians  and  enemies  during  a  future  time  of  wan  Whispered  verses  give  way  to 
feverish,  paranoid  choruses  which  build  into  a  breathless  finale.  On  side  B,  belligerent  post-punk  fanatics 
Anagram  offer  up  two  tracks  that  didn't  make  it  on  to  their  acclaimed  January  debut  After  Dark.  Devoid  of 
the  signature  saxophone  accompaniment  from  their  album,  reclusive  singer  Matt  Mason  still  speaks  and 
screams  his  brooding,  confessional  lyrics  with  reckless  abandon.  The  second  track,  "Manic  Indulgence," 
tells  the  story  of  a  pointless  after-hours  bar  fight,  and  is  easily  the  stronger  of  the  two.  — ^J.B. 


TV  on  the  Radio  -  Return  to  Cookie  Mountain  (Interscope)   Rating:  VWW 


New  York  City's  coolest  industrial-blues  outfit  TV  on  the  Radio 
have  their  roots  firmly  planted  in  experimental  electronic  mu- 
sic. While  2002's  OK  Calculator  (yes  it's  a  Radiohead  nod)  was 
more  on  the  abstract  side  of  things,  2004's  Desperate  Youth, 
Blood  Thirsty  Babes  brought  them  critical  acclaim  and  con- 
tained their  first  masterpiece,  "Staring  at  the  Sun".  Return  to 
Cookie  Mountain  sees  TVOTR  continue  in  their  quest  to  com- 
bine cacophonic  percussion  with  haunting  voceil  loops  and 
innovative  synthesizer  lines.  They  also  make  a  bid  for  the  in- 
die-rock dance  floor  with  the  instant  hit  "Wolf  Like  Me"  (which 
sounds  more  like  a  Bloc  Party  single  than  anything  off  of  OK 
Calculator).  Other  highlights  include  the  atmospheric  guitar 
work  on  "Province"  and  the  syncopated  drum  programming 
on  the  industrial-meets-orchestral  opener  "1  was  a  Lover."  — ^J.B. 


Rating:  VWW 


jacksoul-m)^ou/(Sony) 


In  his  ongoing  mission  to  sleep  with  your  mom,  jacksoul  lays 
down  his  glossy  reinterpretations  smooth  and  easy.  There's 
no  doubt  the  guy  has  musical  chops — it's  just  what  he  choos- 
es to  use  this  talent  to  accomplish  that  makes  for  trouble. 
The  first  problem  is  the  title,  mySoul,  which  is  inappropriate 
considering  that  this  is  an  album  of  other  people's  music.  An- 
other bold  misstep  sees  him  covering  "Been  Caught  Stealing" 
by  Jane's  Addiction  and  "High  and  Dry"  by  Radiohead.  While 
not  quite  as  bad  a  Bedouin  Soundclash's  "New  Year's  Day" 
massacre,  these  two  tracks  are  still  seriously  embarrassing  to 
listen  to,  and  almost  work  as  comedy.  Hearing  jacksoul  main 
man  Haydain  Neale  scat  all  over  Perry  Farrell's  outsider  an- 
them makes  me  think  that  this  musical  shoplifter  should  be 
prosecuted.  As  for  Radiohead,  1  seriously  hope  their  label  just  slipped  this  shameful  Seal-esque  abortion 
past  them,  I  can't  see  Thom  Yorke  agreeing  to  allow  this  kind  of  tripe  out  into  the  world.  While  your  parents 
might  love  this  disc  for  Christmas,  its  artistic  merit  is  nearly  zero.  mySoul  is  jacksoul  jacking  off.  — ^I.B. 


Rating:  VWW 


Lupe  Fiasco  -  Lupe  Fiasco's  Food  &  UquorikWdntic) 


When  Lupe's  unfinished  album  leaked  online  several  months 
before  the  late  June  release,  many  felt  that  he  would  be  hard- 
pressed  to  improve  on  what  was  already  being  hailed  as  a 
classic.  But  Lupe  comes  back  even  stronger  on  the  finished 
project,  rapping  over  an  album  that's  musically  fascinating. 
Food  &  Liquor  takes  the  approach  of  a  film  score,  each  beat 
fitting  in  perfectly  with  the  themes  and  ideas  presented.  From 
the  dramatic  "Intro"  to  the  shout-out  filled  "Outro,"  this  debut 
offering  makes  few  mistakes,  relying  heavily  on  Lupe's  lyri- 
cally sharp  rhymes  like,  "The  books  that  take  you  to  heaven 
to  let  you  meet  the  lord  there/Have  become  misinterpreted 
reasons  for  warfare."  In-house  producer  Prolyfic  outshines 
contemporaries  Kanye  West  and  Pharrell  as  he  contributes 
his  services  to  the  high-energy  track  "Just  Might  Be  OK,"  the  gritty  Jay-Z  collab  "Pressure,"  and  "American 
Terrorist."  The  passion  Lupe  Fiasco  brings  to  his  work  is  unmatched,  and  the  only  thing  more  intriguing 
than  this  near-perfect  showing  is  the  prospect  that  this  24-year-old  MC  from  Chicago  can  do  even  better. 
— S^. 


//CRITIC'S  PICK 


■  Uncut  -  D/lodem  Cunencies  (Paper  Bag) 


If- 


ODER 


Modern  Currencies,  the  second  full-length 
from  Toronto  techno-turned-rock  quartet 
Uncut,  begins  with  "Dark  Horse,"  an  awesome 
and  infectious  evolution  from  their  previous 
work.  Driven  by  bendy  Jay  Mascus-style  gui- 
tar solos,  they  sound  more  instep  with  Bro- 
ken Social  Scene  than  Joy  Division  on  this 
anthemic  opener.  While  their  last  record, 
Those  Who  Were  Hung  Hang  Here  was  one 
of  2004's  best,  Uncut  has  refused  to  use  the 
easy  recipe  of  retracing  their  past  success. 
Drawing  on  everj^hing  from  the  shoegazer 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^HH^^^^W  sounds  of  Swervedriver  and  The  Jesus  and 
Mary  Chain  (especially  on  "Kiss  Me"),  as  well  as  more  modern  noisemakers  like  former  tour 
mates  Read  Yellow  and  Trail  of  Dead  (which  is  evident  on  full-out  rocker  "Out  of  Sight")  helps 
keep  their  sound  fresh.  At  their  lyrical  best  when  founder  Ian  Worang  (who  is  about  to  start 
moonlighting  on  bass  with  the  Diableros)  is  on  vocal  duty.  Modern  Currencies  also  features 
strong  singing  by  guitarist  Sam  Goldberg  and  bassist  Derek  Tokar  on  roughly  half  of  the  12 
tracks.  "Hideaway"  sees  Goldberg  presiding  over  some  hyper  hi-hats,  killer  Thunderbird  bass 
work,  and  soaring  guitars  during  an  intensely  awesome  instrumental  pre-chorus  near  the 
song's  beginning.  This  gives  way  to  some  eerie  atmospheric  backing  vocals  from  former  Hole 
bassist  Melissa  Auf  Der  Maur  that  are  reminiscent  of  "Loveblind"  by  Secret  Shine,  or  Loveless 
era  My  Bloody  Valentine.  Another  highlight  is  "Chain  Fight,"  which  offers  up  some  fantasti- 
cally frantic  twinkling  guitar  picking  that  creates  the  catchiest  verse  on  the  record.  Despite 
the  obvious  sonic  growth  between  albums,  fans  of  Those  Who  Were  Hung  will  be  pleased 
that  tracks  like  "Never  Say  Never,"  (which  sounds  like  "Buried  with  Friends"  on  Valium)  and 
"Minus  One"  (which  sounds  kinda  like  "Evil"  by  Interpol,  but  on  speed)  are  far  from  unfamiliar 
territory.  Production  by  drummer  Jon  Drew  (Paper  Bag's  unofficial  "Producer  on  Record;" 
he's  twisted  the  knobs  for  label-mates  Magneta  Lane,  Cities  in  Dust,  and  Toyko  Police  Club)  is 
of  his  usual  high  caliber,  highlighting  thick  and  unique  drum  sounds,  deep  and  driving  bass 
lines,  and  razor-sharp  guitar  melodies.  While  nothing  on  this  record  clearly  trumps  their  pre- 
vious highs  of  "Taken  in  Sleep"  or  "Day  Breaks  Red  Light"  Modern  Currencies  is  one  of  the 
year's  best,  and  makes  for  the  perfect  fall  and  early  winter  soundtrack.  — ^J.B. 

Rating:  VWW 


Rating:  VWW 
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Night  lights 


All-night  art  show  Nuit  Blanche  takes  over  Toronto  this  Saturday 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


The  idea  sounds  like  Halloween  for  hipsters: 
hold  an  all-free,  all-night,  city-wide  art  show  in 
as  many  venues  as  possible — the  weirder  and 
more  unlikely  the  blend,  the  better.  Thanks  in 
part  to  the  city's  Live  With  Culture  campaign, 
Nuit  Blanche,  which  has  been  a  hit  in  Montreal 
and  in  Europe  for  years,  is  coming  to  Toronto 
this  weekend. 

From  sunset  on  Saturday  September  30,  un- 
til sunrise  on  Sunday  morning,  Toronto  will  be 
teeming  with  art  installations,  exhibits  and  per- 
formances of  all  shapes  and  sizes.  There  are  lit- 
erally hundreds  of  events  planned  in  every  kind 
of  space  you  can  imagine:  your  typical  museums 
and  galleries  will  be  open  overnight,  but  you'll 
also  find  parties  at  swimming  pools,  sound  in- 
stallations in  parks,  even  a  film  screening  in  a 
carwash.  It's  events  like  these  that  make  living 
in  a  huge  and  often  alienating  metropolis  fun 
again. 

You  might  start  the  night  by  taking  in  a  projec- 
tion by  world-renowned  artist  and  Torontonian 
Michael  Snow.  His  2006  piece  CountingSheep  will 
be  cast  onto  the  dome  of  the  McLaughlin  Plan- 
etarium at  the  ROM.  From  there  it's  only  a  short 
walk  to  Yorkville,  where  you'll  find  a  screening 
entitled  /  am  Curious,  which  includes  a  live  feed 
element  and  is  a  collaboration  between  Toronto 
artist  Annette  Mangaard  and  cultural  historian 
Ihor  Holubizky  from  Brisbane.  Just  north  of 
there,  at  Villiage  of  Yorkville  Park  off  is  where 
to  head  if  you're  feeling  a  little  famished.  That's 
where  Rob  Benner  will  be  holding  his  Maize  Bar- 
bacoa,  a  corn-roast  installation  complete  with 
hot  food  and  a  performance. 

For  action  on  campus,  be  sure  to  check  out 
the  trippy  Fog  in  Toronto  #71624  by  Japan's  Fu- 
jiko  Nakaya,  which  will  slowly  drift  across  the 
Philosopher's  Walk  all  night  long.  Those  geared 
more  toward  avant-piety  can  make  their  way 
to  Hold  That  Thought  Kelly  Mark's  neon  exhibit 
taking  place  at  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer  on 
BloorWest. 

If  you're  looking  for  an  interesting  way  to  com- 
mute through  all  the  different  sights  and  sounds, 
consider  hitching  a  ride  on  the  Toronto  Perfor- 
mance Transit  System.  In  no  way  related  to  the 
TTC,  the  TPTS  is  essentially  a  vehicle  that  will 
whisk  you  from  their  central  station  at  Stephanie 
and  John  St.  to  events  located  all  over  the  area. 
Stops  on  the  route  include  Trinity-Bellwoods 
Park,  Lisgar  and  Queen,  St.  Patrick  and  Queen, 
College  and  University,  and  Yorkville  and  Avenue 
Road.  Make  your  way  to  Queen  West's  Theatre 
Centre  for  the  inside  scoop  on  Toronto's  condo 
explosion.  Part  art  exhibit,  part  social  science 
class,  Condo  Boom  promises  to  get  to  the  bottom 


Fujiko  Nakaya's  fo^will  drift  across  U  of  T's  Philosopher's  Walk  this  Saturday  nightw 


of  these  skyscrapers'  impact  on  our  homes  and 
neighbourhoods. 

If  all  the  action  gets  you  hot  and  sweaty,  better 
head  to  Night  Swim,  an  all-night  swimming  party 
modeled  after  ancient  Roman  baths,  which  (in 
their  day)  were  both  a  medium  for  fierce  social 
debate  and  a  destination  for  opulent  pleasure 
and  relaxation.  The  swim  social  will  be  held  at 
Trinity  Community  Recreation  Centre  and  will 
feature  hourly  sets  by  DJs  and  other  sound  art- 
ists. The  stellar  lineup  includes  Sickness  DJs, 
Polmo  Polpo,  Ghislain  Poirier  and  Tim  Hecker,  to 
name  but  a  few.  Towels  are  being  provided,  but 
please,  bring  your  own  bathing  suit! 

So  drink  that  caffeine-loaded  "energy"  drink, 
take  those  truck-driver  wake-up  pills,  or  maybe 
even  get  a  good  night's  sleep  beforehand.  Just  do 
whatever  it  takes  to  stay  awake  to  explore  this 
unique  and  enlightening  night-time  event. 


scotiabank  nuit  blanche 


"Cheapest  &  Best 
oStudentBarin  Toronto" 

student  Travel  Guide,  London,  UK 
March  2000 


422  College  St.,  E  of  Bothurst 
Open  4pm  to  2am  everyday 


/  an  all-night 

contemporary  art  festival 

let's  spend  the  night  together 

Saturday,  September  30 
7  p.m.  -  7  a.m. 

From  dusk  'tii  dawn,  the  University  of  Toronto  will  be  transformed  into  an  avenue  of  the 
arts  with  nocturnal  installations,  performance-based  art,  musical  encounters,  poetry, 
drama,  film  and  more.  Three  campus  art  galleries  will  also  be  open  throughout  tlie 
night.  Poetry  slams  at  the  School  of  Continuing  Studies,  blanket  architecture  at 
Hart  House,  and  many  more  events  to  feed  the  soul  and  expand  the  mind. 

For  a  full  event  listing  visit  www.arts.utoronto.ca 

Events  are  free.  ^it^ 


I  his  U  ot  r  event  is  made  possible  through  support  from  the  Ottice  of  the 
Vice-Preoidc-nt  and  Provost.  Itio  U  of  T  Arts  Council,  and  our  participating  patiners 
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Ravens,  Bengals,  and  Bears — oh  my! 

JONAS  SIEGEL  picks  the  winners  in  three  of  this  weekend's  most  anticipated  games 


San  Diego  at  Baltimore 

With  Phillip  Rivers  coming  into  his  own  at  quarterback,  the 
Chargers  head  to  Baltimore  to  take  on  the  undefeated  Ravens 
this  week  in  a  pivotal  game  for  both  teams. 

The  Chargers  have  pummelled  their  two  opponents  so  far 
with  a  combined  score  of  67-7.  But  remember,  those  offensive 
masterpieces  came  up  against  the  sordid  defences  of  the  lowly 
Raiders  and  Titans,  no  better  this  year  than  last  year  when 
the  teams  had  rankings  of  27th  and  19th  overall,  respectively. 
Rivers  has  been  strong  so  far,  completing  71  per  cent  of  his 
passes,  but  he  has  yet  to  face  a  defence  like  the  Ravens'.  Middle 
linebacker  and  two-time  defensive  player  of  the  year  Ray  Lewis 
is  back  to  his  old  self,  cmd  so  are  the  Ravens  defence.  With  the 
second  overall  defence  so  far  this  year,  the  team  conjures  up 
memories  of  the  one  that  carried  Baltimore  to  a  Super  Bowl 
victory  in  2000.  Plus,  the  D  is  getting  some  extra  help  this  year 
from  linebacker  Bart  Scott,  who  is  quietly  leading  the  league  in 
sacks  with  five,  already  surpassing  his  total  of  four  last  year. 

1  predict  this  game  will  be  the  first  hiccup  in  River's  young 
career,  as  he  will  falter  facing  a  physical  D  in  Baltimore.  Ravens 
QB  Steve  McNair's  experience  should  be  enough  against  the 
Chargers,  who  hold  the  best  defence  in  the  NFL  statistically, 
and  lead  Baltimore  to  a  close  victory. 


New  England  at  Cincinnati 

After  a  statement  game  against  Pittsburgh  last  week,  the 
Bengals  host  the  Patriots  in  a  super  AFC  tilt.  Cincinnati  QB 
Carson  Palmer  was  up  and  down  all  day  against  the  Steel- 
ers  throwing  for  four  touchdowns,  but  getting  intercepted 
twice.  Wideout  T.J.  Houshmandzadeh  was  spectacular 
though,  catching  9  balls  for  94  yards,  with  two  highlight- 
reel  grabs  in  the  endzone. 

New  England  comes  off  of  a  disappointing  showing 
against  Denver  last  week,  where  they  were  held  to  just  7 
points,  with  running  back  Corey  Dillon  leaving  the  game  in 
the  first  quarter  with  an  arm  injury.  The  Patriots'  depleted 
receiving  core  has  Super  Bowl  MVP  QB  Tom  Brady  starting 
to  look  a  little  uneasy.  Brady  will  need  to  get  some  help 
from  off-season  acquisition  WR  Doug  Gabriel  and  rookie 
running  back  Laurence  Maroney  if  the  Patriots  have  any 
hope  of  taking  down  the  Bengals. 

Meanwhile,  the  way  Cincinnati  has  quietly  and  confident- 
ly gone  about  their  business  this  season  has  them  lurking 
as  a  potential  roadblock  for  the  Colts  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Cincinnati  will  tally  a  sure-handed  victory  against  a  hurting 
Patriots  team,  dropping  New  England  to  2-2. 


Seattle  at  Chicago 

In  what  may  be  the  best  game  this  year,  the  Seahawks  travel  to 
Soldier  Field  in  Chicago  to  take  on  the  Bears.  The  Bears  look  like 
they  might  be  the  class  of  the  NFC  with  the  offence  finally  chug- 
ging along  to  ride  up  front  with  its  fabulous  defence.  After  looking 
like  one  of  the  game's  best  in  his  first  two  games  this  year  (38 
for  53,  with  5  TDs),  QB  Rex  Grossman  came  back  to  earth  a  bit 
last  week  against  Minnesota.  The  former  Gator  threw  two  picks 
against  the  Vikings,  but  rebounded  in  the  end  with  a  TD  pass 
that  put  the  Bears  on  top.  WR  Mushin  Mohammad  was  awesome 
(9  catches  for  118  yards)  for  a  Bears  passing  game  that  is  finally 
getting  some  recognition  after  constantly  playing  second  fiddle 
to  the  rushing  attack.  The  Seahawks  were  dealt  a  huge  blow 
earlier  this  week,  learning  that  RB  Shaun  Alexander  will  be  out 
three  weeks  with  a  broken  foot.  Alexander  has  struggled  this 
season  regardless,  mainly  due  to  the  departure  of  guard  Steve 
Hutchison,  who  was  a  huge  factor  in  Alexander  winning  the  MVP 
trophy  last  year.  The  Seattle  offence  still  had  no  trouble  scor- 
ing last  week  against  the  Giants,  where  they  put  up  35  first  half 
points  in  a  42-30.  But  losing  Alexander  is  devastating,  and  his 
loss  will  make  a  terrific  offence  one-dimensioncil.  That  will  cost 
the  Seahawks  the  chance  at  the  win. 

Last  week:  3-0.  Season  to  date:  5-2. 


Individuality  the  culprit  in  U.S.  teams'  demise 

From  their  latest  loss  at  the  Ryder  Cup  to  their  bronze  finish  at  the  World  Basketball  Championship, 
JAMIE  MCCALLUM  explores  the  reasons  for  the  failure  of  American  athletes  to  come  together 


Rudy  Tomjonovich  once  said  of  his  Hous- 
ton Rockets,  "Never  underestimate  the 
heart  of  a  champion."  The  quote  reso- 
nates especially  clear  alongside  the  Europe- 
ans in  their  latest  Ryder  Cup  victory. 

The  team,  headed  by  Darren  Clarke,  Sergio 
Garcia  and  Colin  Montgomerie,  completed  an- 
other lopsided  European  win  over  the  United 
States  with  the  score  18.5  to  9.5  this  past  Sun- 
day afternoon  at  Straffan,  Ireland.  The  final  tab 
was  exactly  the  same  as  the  last  Ryder  Cup 
two  years  ago,  which  was  then  on  U.S.  soil. 

The  clear  drubbing,  with  the  Europeans 
winning  the  five  sessions,  including  the  his- 
torically U.S.  domain  of  Sunday's  Singles, 
made  Europe  the  winner  of  five  of  the  last  six 
cups,  including  the  last  three.  If  it  were  not  for 
a  historic  and  unprecedented  comeback  by 
the  U.S.  in  1999,  due  to  their  stellar  single  play 
that  Sunday,  Europe's  streak  would  now  be  at 
six  in  a  row. 

Even  more  demoralizing  for  the  U.S.  is  that, 
while  it  boasts  the  top  three  golfing  talents  in 
the  world  in  Tiger  Woods,  Phil  Mickelson,  and 
Jim  Furyk,  Europe  still  thrashed  the  U.S.  early 
in  the  competition,  making  Sunday's  singles 
competition  a  mere  formality. 

It  was  clear  from  the  first  tee  ball  that  the 
Europeans  were  looser,  more  relaxed,  and 
more  "into  it"  than  the  U.S.  The  Europeans 
play  the  Ryder  Cup  like  the  Americans  play 
majors:  with  passion,  focus,  and  heart.  Con- 
versely, the  Americans  play  the  Ryder  Cup 
like  it's  a  two  dollar  skins  game — with  disin- 
terest and  aloofness. 

This  difference  between  the  U.S.  and  the 
world  is  seen  elsewhere  than  on  the  green. 
On  the  hard-court,  Greece  (absent  of  any  NBA 


players)  beat  the  likes  of  Carmelo  Anthony, 
Chris  Bosh,  Lebron  James,  and  Dwayne  Wade 
at  the  World  Basketball  Championships  this 
summer,  displaying  a  much  higher  level  of 
team  chemistry,  camaraderie,  and  once  again, 
heart.  They  came  together  as  a  team  in  the 
same  fashion  as  the  Europeans  come  together 
for  the  Ryder  Cup.  Why  does  the  clearly  more 
talented  U.S.  squad  fail  in  the  Ryder  Cup,  or 
the  World  Basketball  Championships,  or  most 
international  team  competitions?  Here  are  a 
few  theories: 

The  U.S.  is  grounded  in  the  power  of  the 
individual.  Their  constitution  makes  far  more 
mention  of  individuality  than  collective  pros- 
perity. Economically,  the  wealthy  pay  fewer 


taxes,  so  less  wealth  gets  redistributed.  As 
for  Europe,  it  is  not  uncommon  for  income  tax 
rates  to  flirt  with  the  50  per  cent  mark,  leaving 
more  money  to  be  redistributed  to  those  who 
need  it. 

It  may  seem  silly  to  compare  tax  rates  and 
sporting  outcomes,  but  let's  make  the  analogy 
clearer.  Countries  in  Europe  enjoy  spread- 
ing the  wealth,  believing  that  an  egalitarian 
society  produces  the  best  society.  America 
has  always  been  about  the  freedom  to  pursue 
individual  personal  wealth,  setting  few  limits. 
Could  this  "team-first  mentality"  in  European 
society  help  to  foster  a  team  first  mentality  on 
the  golf  course,  the  hard-court,  or  the  soccer 
pitch?  And  could  this  focus  on  the  individual 


Empty  green:  Despite  three  top-ranked  golfers,  the  U.S.  was  never  competition  for  the  Europeans. 


in  American  society  be  a  hindrance  to  the  per- 
formance of  American  sports  teams?  Perhaps. 
Just  think  of  American  sports  coverage. 

Baseball  coverage  often  fixates  on  home- 
run  tallies — which  player  has  the  most,  which 
record  will  fall.  Golf  focuses  on  the  majors 
and  the  player  of  the  year  race,  while  the  bas- 
ketball media  hinges  on  scoring  leaders  and 
MVPs.  This  is  not  to  say  that  sports  analysts 
in  the  U.S.  don't  talk  about  team  play,  but  the 
emphasis  is  always  on  discussing  individual 
accolades.  Conversely,  in  Europe,  when  ana- 
lysts speak  of  their  football,  it  is  often  with  an 
emphasis  on  the  team  effort.  Also,  notice  how 
well  the  U.S.  does  in  the  Olympics,  which  are 
mostly  individual  efforts.  Now  compare  that 
success  to  American  results  in  international 
team  events  such  as  soccer,  golf,  and  basket- 
ball. Something  doesn't  add  up. 

I  also  believe  that  no  matter  what  the  Ameri- 
cans say,  Europe's  golfers  treasure  the  Ryder 
Cup  more.  The  cup  for  the  Europeans  is  in 
league  with  Master  victories,  and  possibly 
more  important  than  winning  majors.  For  the 
Americans,  they  want  the  glory  of  the  U.S. 
Open  or  a  Masters  to  themselves,  not  to  share 
the  splendour  of  the  Ryder  Cup. 

On  paper,  the  U.S.  should  win  every  Ryder 
Cup,  and  they  should  win  the  gold  medal  game 
whenever  they  hit  the  hard-court.  Instead, 
they  offer  dismal  records  in  both  the  Ryder 
Cup  and  in  international  team  competition. 
What  doesn't  get  shown  on  paper,  the  team 
chemistry  and  overall  heart,  does  go  a  long 
way.  The  passionate  will  for  your  team  to  win 
is  vital.  For  now,  I  think  it  is  safe  to  conclude 
that  when  it  comes  to  success,  Europe  is  the 
ultimate  team  player. 
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Blue  Jays:  buy  or  sell 
Vernon  Wells? 


Jonas  Siegel 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Having  finally  passed  Boston  for  sec- 
ond place  in  the  American  League 
East,  the  Blue  Jays  have  Toronto  bask- 
ing in  joy.  Why,  1  ask?  Is  second  really 
any  better  than  coming  in  third  or  last? 
Why  is  this  city  taking  joy  in  a  season 
by  a  Blue  Jay  team  that  was  suppos- 
edly ready  to  compete? 

Remember,  this  was  supposed  to  be 
the  year  the  Jays  took  the  next  step. 
But  yet  again,  Jay  fans  are  forced  to 
embrace  the  same  misery  that  has 
been  eroding  their  souls  for  years. 
Heading  into  an  off-season  full  of  ques- 
tions, there  is  one  clear-cut  answer 
That  number  one  priority  will  be  the 
re-signing  of  All-Star  Vernon  Wells. 

After  this  season,  Wells  will  be  under 
contract  with  the  Jays  for  one  more 
season,  before  he  can  explore  free 
agency.  Blue  Jays  General  Manager 
J.P.  Ricciardi  has  a  tough  road  ahead, 
especially  considering  he  and  Wells 
don't  exactly  see  eye-to-eye.  Vernon 
has  also  mentioned  in  the  past  that  he 
wouldn't  mind  playing  in  Texas  with 
best  buddy  and  fellow  All-Star  Michael 
Young.  Because  of  this,  Ricciardi  must 
act  swiftly  in  any  decision  he  makes. 

He  must  decide  early  in  negotiations 
whether  a  deal  with  Wells  is  going  to 
be  feasible.  If  not,  he  must  actively  ex- 
plore trading  the  slugger,  and  quick. 
Wells'  market  value  will  dwindle  rap- 
idly the  longer  it  is  unclear  what  team 
he'll  belong  to  and  the  more  public  the 
tension  becomes. 

If  the  Jays  do  in  fact  deal  Wells,  be 
prepared  to  be  disappointed.  Nothing 
the  Jays  can  fetch  in  return  will  be  full 
market  value.  In  fact,  the  Jays  are  un- 
likely to  get  much  in  the  form  of  major 
league-ready  talent.  More  likely,  they 
will  acquire  a  few  young  prized  arms 
and  possibly  a  young  position  player 
of  the  infield  variety. 

Earlier  this  summer,  the  Orioles 
openly  attempted  to  trade  superstar 
shortstop  Miguel  Tejada  and  the  best 
offer  they  received  was  from  the  Los 
Angeles  Angels  of  Anaheim,  which 
included  stud  and  future  ace  Ervin 
Santana  (15-8,  4.43  E.R.A.)  and  young 
shortstop  Erick  Aybar. 

Now,  the  Jays  would  be  ecstatic  if 
they  could  get  a  deal  like  this,  but  Te- 
jada is  under  contract  for  a  few  more 
years  and  Wells  is  not.  This  means 
teams  are  unlikely  to  put  forth  their 
top-rated  prospects  for  someone  who 
could  be  gone  in  a  matter  of  months. 
Which  begs  another  question — if  you 
can't  sign  Wells,  and  the  trade  offers 
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aren't  great,  do  you  hold  on  to  Wells 
until  the  trade  deadline,  dangling  him 
to  a  contender?  Renting  a  player  rarely 
fetches  dividends,  but  it's  something 
Ricciardi  must  consider. 

Ricciardi  must  face  facts:  Wells  has 
absolutely  everything  you  could  want 
in  a  centerfielder.  He  gets  on  base  fre- 
quently, hits  for  power  and  average, 
and  has  a  golden  glove  as  good  as  any 
in  baseball.  Wells  has  also  come  out 
recently  and  said  he  wants  his  future 
to  be  in  Toronto.  I  warn  you  now  to  not 
take  statements  like  that  at  full  value. 
Raptor  fans  can  explain  why.  Air  Can- 
ada, a.k.a.  Vince  Carter,  also  claimed 
that  he  wanted  to  be  a  Raptor,  months 
before  his  self-created  demise  and  ul- 
timate Toronto  exit. 

Without  Wells,  the  Toronto  fran- 
chise would  be  in  trouble,  serious 
trouble.  Every  successful  team  has 
one  player  who  is  the  guy,  who  team- 
mates and  fcuis  look  to,  who  sets  the 
tone  for  each  game  and  delivers  in 
clutch  situations. 

Earlier  this  year,  I  went  to  the  Rogers 
Centre  for  a  game  between  the  Jays 
and  Yankees.  After  a  B.J.  Ryan  blown 
save,  the  score  was  tied  in  the  11th  and 
Wells  was  at  the  dish  facing  future  Hall- 
of-Fame  closer  Mariano  Rivera.  As  Ri- 
vera was  winding  up,  a  fan  behind  me 
screamed  "Come  on  Vernon,  give  us  a 
homer"  Seconds  later,  the  man  deliv- 
ered. Rivera's  pitch  was  in  the  stands 
and  the  Jays  were  swarming  the  field. 
Wells  is  a  player  who  fans  believe  in, 
even  when  the  team  is  doomed  to  a 
successful  second  place  finish. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


HELPWANTM 


PART  TIME  TECH  SUPPORT  POSITION 

Must  be  outgoing,  willing  to  learn,  have 
excellent  problem  solving  skills,  be  familiar 
with  Windows  clients,  servers,  and  net- 
works. Vehicle  required  for  downtown  and 
GTA  travel.  Email  jobs@asynchronsystems. 
com  or  fax  416-924-9990, 


FOR  SALE 


SERVICES 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

COMPU-FRIEND 
NEED  COMPUTER  HELP? 

Set  Ups  and  Installation,  Networking, 
Troubleshooting,  Virus  Removals.  We 
come  to  you!  On-site  Service.  Cheap 
Rates!  Call  us  today  416-886-3330, 
www.compu-friend.ca 

10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  or  signup.  Just  dial  10-10-940 
before  your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on 
your  local  Bell  bill,  www.1010940.com 


TUTORINi 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 


editM 


ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 


Advertise  in  the  Varsity 
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Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 

the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 

DEADLINES:  For  IMonday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  IM5S  1i6.  Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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Two  Powerful 
Degrees 

in  a  combined  four-year  program 
Business  and  Law: 

•  an  MBA  from  the  School  of  Management;  and 

•  an  LLB  from  the  Faculty  of  Law,  Common  Law  Section. 


For  more  information  visit: 

www.hennick.uOttawa.ca  or  call  61 3-562-5800,  ext.  3288 
Application  deadline:  November  1,2006 
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2.0  Premium 


$424^ 


Adobe  Studio  8 

$349«. 


Microsoft  Office  2003         QuarkXPress  7.0 


FileMaker 


Adobe  Design  Bundle    FileMal<er  Pro  8.5 


$229«' 


P  "in*!- 

0  MIndManagw 


Avid  Xpress  PRO  HD 


MindManager  Pro  6 


AutoCad  2007 

$429^ 


Endnote  X 


Adobe  Acrobat  7,0  Pro 


CLASSROOM  KIT! 

Educators: 

Request  a  free  Ciassrooi 
containing  brochures  ana 
posters  for  your  students. 

wwwJoumeyEd.ca.asp 


wwWoJourneyEd.ca 


journey  Ed 
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VARSITY  COMICS 


The  Varsity 


DOWNTOWN  TORONTO  By  Jason  Kleffer 


THE  GREATEST  COMIC  STRIP  ON  THE  WORLD!  By  Daniel  Kael 


CCD  2006  Ryan  North 


maw.  Qwant2 .  com 


SAVE  10%' 

ON  CAR 
INSURANCE 


AND  SPEND  IT  HERE 

At  belairdirect  you  get: 

•  a  10%*  savings  for  full-time  students 

•  a  5%  discount  when  you  purchase  your  policy 
t         at  belairdirect.com 

\       •  a  100%  chance  to  reward  yourself 

I     Get  a  quote  at 

belairdirect. com/students 

.  1  888  280-9111 


belairdirect. 


car  insurance 
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HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Your  student  centre! 

West  Entrance, 
Elevator  &  HY 

MIDDAY  MOSIACS 

Oct  4  from  12:00PM  -  1:00PM 
In  the  Music  Room.  Free  Concert! 

Jazz  Thanksgiving 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

Weekly  commuters  lounge  every  Wednesday  in  the 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1 :30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  Budding  journalists,  broadcasters,  pro- 
duction assistants  and  photographers  are  needed  at 
UofT's  thriving  campus  newspapers  and  radio  station. 
Drop  in  for  coffee  &  cookies,  meet  new  people  and 

find  out  how  you  can  get  involved  on  campus, 
Same  time.  Same  place.  Unlimited  opportunities. 


JAZZ  @  OSCARS 
DAN  BLONDON  QUINTET 

Oct  6th  at  9:00  PM 
In  the  Arbor  Room.  Free!  Licensed! 
This  show  will  be  a  tribute  to  the  Cannonball 
Adderley  Quintet  and  will  feature  some  of  McGII's 
most  talented  musicians. 


INTHE  JUSTINA  M. 
BARNICKE  GALLERY 

Stephen  Andrews:  Selected  works  from  the 
Salah  J.  Bachir  Colleaion. 
This  exhibition  represents  a  vital  cross-section  of 
the  artist's  socially  cor]scious  art  works. 
Runs  until  Oct  9th. 


CIDER  N'  SONG 
AT  HART  HOUSE  FARM 

Saturday  Oct.  /  4th 
Tickets  now  on  sale  at  the  Hall  Porters  Desk 
Early  Bird  Price:  $25  with  bus,  $20  without. 
Enjoy  a  day  at  Hart  House  Farm.  Make  cider,  hike, 
play  baseball  or  soccer,  enjoy  and  musical 
entertainment  and  the  sauna. 
Lunch  and  Dinner  provided. 


For  more  Hart  House 
events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 


dIDesign 

the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


A  night  to  remember 


Richmond  Wong  &  Maciej  Jamrozik 

COVER  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY 

Jacqueline  Urbano,  Dan  Epstein 
&  Kara  Dillon 


7:01  p.m.  Nuit  Blanche,  Toronto's 
all-night  art  party,  kicks  off  with 
exhibitions  at  the  ROM  and  vari- 
ous other  sparkling  locales. 

10:05  p.m.  Philosopher's  Walk 
finds  itself  home  to  a  massive 
crowd  attempting  to  navigate  Fu- 
jiko  Nakaya's  fog  installation.  Their 
vision  impaired,  they  emit  loud 
cries  of  amazement  and  joy.  Any- 
one courageous  enough  to  ven- 
ture off  of  the  paved  surface  finds 
their  feet  sinking  in  the  over-trod- 
den grass,  which  quickly  turns 
into  slippery  mud.  The  treacher- 
ous conditions  recall  days  of  wars 
long  gone,  though  curious  merri- 
ment replace  carnage  and  death. 

11:05  p.m.  Countless  crowds  take 
in  Hart  House's  eclectic  art  and 
performances.  A  disco-dancing 
sauna,  complete  with  turntables, 
a  glowing  floor  and  hot,  hot  steam 
makes  partiers  strip  off  their 
fleece  and  do  some  bootyshaking. 

Further  in  the  depths  of  the 
building  lies  the  "Dark  Hart"  ex- 
hibition. This  consists  of  the 
pool  area,  where  a  series  of  eerie 


videos  are  projected,  including 
scenes  from  the  Space  Odyssey 
series.  The  room's  acoustics  leave 
haunting  reminders  of  the  vast- 
ness  of  space. 

5:45  a.m.  Our  bloodshot  eyes 
gape  at  Istvan  Kantor's  Revolution- 
ary Song,  at  Bohemian  Embassy 
(1171  Queen  St.  W.).  A  few  things 
stick  out:  a  grown  man  straddling 
a  rocking  horse,  a  couch  pitched 
on  scaffolding  containing  two  oc- 
cupants, the  skeletal  remains  of 
a  filing  cabinet  engulfed  in  a  con- 
flagration, and  the  man  himself. 
Kantor  stands  resolutely  singing 
along  to  his  revolutionary  music 
video.  Other  objects  are  burned, 
and  when  the  flames  catch  a  sign 
inscribed  "Queen  Street  West" 
one  can  see  that  the  crowd  is 
ready  for  the  word  that  will  send 
them  into  a  frenzied  revolt.  Sadly, 
none  comes. 

6:45  a.m.  By  this  time,  the  scene 
at  Nakaya's  installation  on  Philos- 
opher's Walk  has  changed  from 
a  hysterical  mob  into  a  pleasant 
myriad  of  couples  and  groups  of 
friends  loitering  in  the  fog. 

7:15  a.m.  Nuit  Blanche  bows  to 
the  first  rays  of  daylight. 

Check  out  full  reviews  of  Nuit  Blanctie 
in  this  Jhursday's\l3n\\y! 
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Into  the  Void 

One  could  see  the  windows  at  the  nearby  Holt 
Renfrew  shake  from  the  devastating  thunder  of 
psychedelic  sludge  rock  performed  t)y  the  one-man 
concert  that  was  Ulysses  Castellanos.  Costumed 
in  a  cape  made  from  old  eight-tracks  and  spent 
cassette  ribt)ons,  and  backed  up  by  strobe  lights 
and  a  smoke  machine,  this  double  guitar-wield- 
ing madman  unleashed  a  stream  of  structureless, 
anti-authoritarian  sonic  destruction  thattenorized 
the  stuffy  gentry  stronghold  at  Bay  and  Bloor. 

Bedtime  Tales 

Twenty  authors,  including  Emily  Poht-Weary,  Gem- 
ma Files,  and  Sabrina  Jeeles,  strutted  their  stuff  for 
more  than  50  literary  types  inside  the  Heliconian 
Club  (35  Hazetton  Ave,).  Within  the  dimly  lit  interior 
of  this  Yorkville  historical  site,  audience  members 
were  regaled  with  a  comprehensive  spectmm 
of  tales  spanning  sci-fi,  romance,  comedy  and 
erotica. 

Ballroom  Dancing 

Though  the  promised  ten-year-old  DJs  were  no- 
where to  be  seen  at  23  Grange  Rd.,  this  school 
gymnasium-cum-dance  floor  just  down  the  street 
from  OCAD  was  packed  with  hundreds  of  sweaty 
partygoers  whipping  overhand  pitches  at  one  an- 
other with  the  thousands  of  multi-coloured  balls 
littering  the  floor.  Pandemonium  and  childish  im- 
maturity was  the  name  of  the  game.  Happily,  not  a 
single  eye  was  lost. 


HEY  THERE:  U  of  T  COMPUTER  SCIENCE, 
ENGINEERING  or  SCIENCE  UNDERGRADS 

Do  you  want  to  EARN  EXTRA  MONEY 
TEACHING  ME  GAME  PROGRAMMING$ 

One  of  my  recent  instructors,  Roger  Toma  B.Sc,  U 
of  T  2005,  will  soon  be  working  for  Xbox  Games! 

1  am  9  10  17  ycar.s  of  age.  good  at  math  but  not  ncccs-sarily  hard 
working  unless  very  interested.  Yoii  never  have  to  teach  more  than  4 
kids,  just  like  me,  at  any  one  time!  While  you  are  teaching  us.  you  will 
also  be  learning  practical  computer  game  programming  in  .lava,  Visual  Basic  or  C++, 

My  ideal  instructor  will  be  a  2nd,  3rd  or4tli  year  U  of  T  under  grad,  S/he  will  also  have 
experience  tutoring  or  coaching  kids  even  if  it  is  only  an  informal  experience.  You  must  have 
a  personality.  For  more  info  visit  www.realprogramming.com 

S/he  mu-st  be  committed  to  teaching  me  every  Saturday  or  every  Thursday  evening,  in  the 
Tannery  Mall  in  Newmarket,  from  Oct  06  to  May  07,  excluding  holidays  &  exam.s. 

If  interested  in  this  part-time  work  opportunity,  please  email  your  resume  &  cover  teller  to 
elHott®  realprogrammins.coin  YRTp'i'' 


camh 


Centre  for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health 
Centre  de  toxicomanle  et  de  sante  mentale 


PARTICIPANTS  NEEDED!! 

Have  you  ever  had  a  j2ast  depression 
that  included  some  of  the  following? 


Feelings  of  sadness 
Difficulty  sleeping 
Difficulty  thinking 


Low  energy 
Weight  loss/gain 
Feelings  of  Hopelessness 


If  so,  you  may  be  eligible  to  participate  in  a  brain 
imaging  study  of  depression  at  the  Centre  for  Addiction 
and  Mental  Health. 

The  study  includes  clinical  assessment/consultation, 
the  option  for  follow-up  care  and  compensation. 

Participants  must  be  non  smokers  aged  18-50,  in  good 
health  and  not  currently  taking  any  medication. 

For  more  information,  call:  (416)  535-8501  ext.  1770 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


•  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

•  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

•  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

•  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

•  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 
»  Teacher  Placement  Service 

•  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 
Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


i  Oxford 

SEMINARS! 

416-924-3240I1-8M-779-1IJ9: 
www,oxfordsemlnars.coin 


Thai  Boxing  Academy 


•  Adult  and  Kids  Classes 

•  Personal  Training 

•  Weight  Facility 

•  Champion  Instructors 

416-781-3775 
www.houseofinuaythai.coffl 


opinions@thevarsity.ca 
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In  defense  of  the  right 


Our  Ottawa  correspondent  says  that  Harper's  program  cuts  and  debt  payments  will 
increase  efficiency,  save  money,  and  garner  more  funds  for  future  social  services. 
What  do  you  think? 


Lisa  Anthony 

SPECIAL  TO  THE  VARSITY 


Admitting  to  being  a  Conservative  sup- 
porter is  like  coming  out  of  tlie  closet. 
You  don't  know  how  people  will  react, 
and  you're  afraid  some  might  look  at 
you  differently  once  they  know. 

I  was  particularly  silent  about  my 
political  views  during  my  undergrad 
at  U  of  T,  afraid  to  be  Tory-bashed  in 
class  by  both  students  and  professors 
alike.  1  had  always  sided  with  the  Con- 
servatives, but  was  never  fully  into  the 
hot  political  debates  since  1  believed 
that  we,  the  public,  never  knew  the 
whole  story  behind  each  issue.  Now  I 
know  for  a  fact  that  this  is  true. 

Within  a  week  of  beginning  my  in- 
ternship in  a  Conservative  MP's  office 
on  Parliament  Hill,  I  had  learned  more 
about  politics  than  an  entire  univer- 
sity course  could  offer.  1  attended 
Question  Period  every  day  for  the  first 
week,  and  twice  weekly  1  accompany 
my  MP  to  the  Status  of  Women  Com- 
mittee meetings,  a  committee  where 
political  posturing  often  gets  in  the 
way  of  decision-making. 

This  week  on  Parliament  Hill  has 
been  particularly  interesting  because 
of  the  high-profile  budget  announce- 
ments, which  have  proven  to  be  high- 
ly contentious. 

On  the  surface,  it  seems  that  the 
Conservative  government  is  cutting 
social  programs  despite  the  large 
budget  surplus.  Critics  are  asking  how 
this  makes  sense,  and  why  the  gov- 


ernment is  targeting  programs  that 
support  literacy,  the  status  of  women, 
and  minority  groups.  The  media  has 
also  done  a  good  job  of  taking  a  one- 
sided stance  on  the  issue  and  stress- 
ing the  loss  of  the  social  programs 
themselves.  This  focus  is  not  entirely 
accurate. 

The  Conservatives  claim  that  these 
are  administrative  cuts,  and  that  they 
are  implementing  the  auditor  gener- 
al's recommendations  on  where  to 
save  costs.  Most  of  the  cuts  are  due 
to  a  lack  of  efficiency  in  the  various 
systems,  where  only  30  cents  of  each 
government  dollar  is  actually  being 
used.  Many  programs  are  old  and 
outdated;  they  need  to  be  revitalized, 
or  new  ones  must  be  created  to  take 
their  place. 

Bev  Oda,  the  Minister  of  Canadian 
Heritage  and  the  Status  of  Women, 
recently  stated  that  some  buildings 
being  funded  by  the  government  are 
uninhabited,  and  that  rooms  are  even 
being  rented  out.  There  is  no  need  to 
fund  things  that  are  not  being  used. 
The  Tories  want  value  for  money 
spent. 

This  leads  us  to  the  next  critical 
question:  if  the  Tories  have  just  an- 
nounced a  surplus,  why  are  they  us- 
ing it  to  help  pay  off  the  debt  instead 
of  allocating  more  funds  to  social 
programs?  The  answer  is  that  helping 
to  pay  off  the  debt  reduces  the  inter- 
est on  the  debt,  and  this  in  turn  saves 
the  country  money.  By  putting  ap- 
proximately $13  billion  towards  debt 


repayment,  the  government  will  be 
saving  $650  million  in  future  interest 
payments  that  they  can  then  spend 
on  programs. 

Based  on  the  Annual  Financial  Re- 
port of  the  Government  of  Canada 
(available  online),  the  2005-2006  fiscal 
year  saw  fewer  liabilities  and  more  as- 
sets, both  financial  and  non-financial, 
than  the  previous  year.  Paying  off  the 
debt  in  this  situation  meikes  fiscal 
sense.  Cutting  down  the  deficit  will 
benefit  everyone,  and  so  will  making 
sure  that  programs  are  effectively  run 
before  money  is  poured  in. 

Skeptics  will  argue  that  the  Con- 
servative's defense  of  their  budget 
is  deceptive.  They'll  say  that  the  evil 
Harper  will  give  money  to  anti-abor- 
tion groups  and  organizations  that 
oppose  same-sex  marriage.  They'll 
say  that  the  money  that  the  Conser- 
vatives claim  to  be  saving  will  not  be 
used  for  social  programs,  but  will  go 
to  Conservative  friends  in  the  oil  in- 
dustry instead. 

There's  no  guarantee  that  the 
Conservative  promises  will  be  kept, 
of  course.  However,  they  followed 
through  on  daycare  and  the  GST  cut, 
and  are  in  the  process  of  trying  to 
pass  the  Federal  Accountability  Act  in 
order  to  ensure  an  end  to  government 
scandal  and  theft.  Conservatives  want 
a  majority  government  in  the  future, 
and  must  prove  themselves  to  voters 
and  keep  themselves  accountable  to 
all  Canadians.  Instead  of  only  being 
skeptical  of  the  government,  citizens 
should  be  more  critical  of  the  media 
and  the  one-sided  perspective  it  feeds 
to  willing  readers. 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


•  Complete  30-Hour  Semitvare 

•  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

•  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

•  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

•  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

•  Free  Repeat  Policy 

•  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

t  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

www.oxfordseiiiinars,coin 


LETTERS 


Fowl  reporting 

Re:  The  woman  who  knew  too 
much?,  Sept.  14 


1  was  planning  on  letting  the  Varsity's 
heavy-handed  article  on  the  supposed 
discrimination  against  Caroline  Xia  go 
without  comment,  but  given  the  foolish 
letters  to  the  editor  in  support  of  the 
article,  1  cannot. 

As  somebody  who  has  spent  hun- 
dreds of  hours  volunteering  at  SAC,  1 
have  seen  my  fair  share  of  Ms.  Xia  in  ac- 
tion (though  I've  seen  suspiciously  little 
of  self-proclaimed  SAC-  and  Xia-expert 
David  Melville).  Though  most  of  Ms. 

//QUOTABLE 


Xia's  behaviour  is  fairly  benign,  1  have 
also  found  her,  at  times,  to  be  quite  un- 
fair in  her  dealings  with  SAC  executives, 
employees,  cind  volunteers.  Ms.  Xia  heis 
seemed  for  years  to  be  quite  eager  to 
make  what  1  know  to  be  largely  bogus 
claims  of  SAC's  supposedly  inequitable 
policies,  proclaiming  people  of  many 
different  races,  creeds,  religions,  and 
sexual  orientations  to  be  deficiently  PC 
in  one  way  or  another 

1  hope  that  most  Varsity  readers  saw 
the  article  on  Ms.  Xia  for  what  it  was:  a 
one-dimensional  piece  of  birdcage  liner. 

Alex  Tepperman 

Campus  Life  Commission  member 


"  [Deporting  Maher  Arar  to  Syria]  was  done  after  there  were  assurances  that 
his  treatment  would  meet  the  standards  of  the  Geneva  Conventions.  We  had 
to  have  a  reasonable  expectation  that  he  was  not  going  to  be  tortured  or 
maltreated.  We  were  able  to  assure  ourselves  of  that." 
Sean  McCormack,  U.S.  State  Department  spokeman 

A  "reasonable  expectation"  from  Syria?  Isn't  that  like  having  a  reasonable  expectation  that  Iran 
will  never  actually  use  its  nuclear  weapons,  or  that  all  North  Korea  wants  is  a  little  loving  atten- 
tion from  the  U.N.?  How  a  regime  likely  involved  in  the  assassination  of  the  former  prime  minister 
of  a  foreign  country  (Lebanon's  Raf  ik  Hariri)  can  assure  anybody  of  their  honourable  intentions 
is  beyond  us.  And  the  fact  that  the  U.S.  happily  accepted  such  assurances  before  deporting  Arar 
raises  (more)  questions  about  America's  level  of  regard  for  any  terror  suspect's  human  rights. 


Graduate  and 
Professional  Schools  Fair 

Over  65  program  representatives 
from  schools  across  North  America 
talk  about  admissions  requirement, 
application  procedures,  and  deadlines. 
Programs  of  study  include: 

•  medicine  •  dentistry 

•  pharmacy  •  education 

•  graduate  school        •  college 

•  business  •  law 

Thursday,  October  5,  2006 
10:30  a.m.-2:30  p.m. 

Career  Centre  and  Bahen  Centre  lobby 
214  College  St.  (St.  George  Campus) 


Career  Centre 


www.careers.utoronto.ca 
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Rigging  up  infrared— for  sex 

Despite  what  popular  teen  flicks  tell  us 
about  sex,  a  study  conducted  by  sci- 
entists at  McGill  University  has  shown 
that  women  respond  to  a  sexual  stimu- 
lus just  as  fast  as  men.  The  experiment 
was  conducted  on  subjects  who  were 
shown  a  variety  of  videos  from  pornog- 
raphy to  Mr.  Bean  episodes,  while  infra- 
red cameras  detected  changes  in  the 
subjects'  body  temperature.  The  meth- 
od, called  thermal  imaging,  measures 
the  amount  of  heat  emitted  from  an 
object,  in  this  case,  the  subject's  body. 
McGill  scientists  advocate  thermal 
imaging  as  a  gauge  for  sexual  arousal 
because  it  is  much  less  invasive  than 
previous  techniques  that  require  geni- 
tal manipulation.  Thermal  imaging  al- 
lows for  a  better  comparison  between 
males  and  females  since  the  measure- 
ments for  both  are  taken  through  the 
same  method.  Both  females  and  males 
showed  arousal  within  30  seconds, 
challenging  the  myth  that  women  are 
slower  to  react  to  sexual  stimuli  than 
men. 

Source:  McGill  University  news  service 
—JENNIFER  HUEN 

Smart  kids  play  fair? 

According  to  a  recent  study,  children 
who  attend  a  public,  inner-city  Montes- 
sori  school  develop  better  social  and 
academic  skills  than  those  attending 
traditional  schools.  The  study  looked 
at  two  groups  of  children  from  similar 
low-income  classes  who  were  random- 
ized through  a  lottery  process  to  at- 
tend either  the  Montessori  school  or 
other  schools  with  more  traditional 
methods.  In  comparing  the  academics 
of  the  two  groups,  the  Montessori  chil- 
dren had  significantly  better  reading 
and  math  skills  and  produced  essays 
that  were  rated  as  "more  creative." 
The  Montessori  students  also  demon- 
strated a  greater  sense  of  justice  and 
fairness  and  were  more  likely  to  engage 
in  emotionally  positive  play  with  peers 
than  act  in  aggressive  and  rough  play. 
The  researchers  plan  to  continue  track- 
ing students  from  both  groups  to  evalu- 
ate the  long-term  effects  of  a  Montes- 
sori versus  a  traditional  education. 
Source:  Science 
— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 


The  diabetes  doctor 


Glen  Fernandes 


There  are  currently  more  than  two 
million  Canadians  with  diabetes,  and 
by  the  end  of  the  decade,  this  number 
is  expected  to  rise  to  three  million. 
With  a  battery  of  health  professionals 
around  the  world  vigorously  pursuing 
research  in  diabetes  control  and  elim- 
ination, Professor  Thomas  Wolever  of 
the  department  of  nutritional  scienc- 
es is  one  of  U  of  T's  foremost  diabetes 
researchers. 

Though  the  focus  of  Wolever's  re- 
cent research  surrounds  the  glycemic 
index  (GY),  a  measure  of  the  quality 
of  carbohydrates  in  starchy  food,  his 
career  began  with  a  fascination  with 
fibre.  The  "fibre  hypothesis,"  a  theory 
that  attributes  the  cause  of  most  dis- 
eases to  a  lack  of  fibre  in  the  diet,  was 
at  the  crux  of  Wolever's  research  in 
the  early  seventies. 

"[The  fibre  hypothesis]  really 
grabbed  me  because  as  a  medical 
student,  it  seemed  to  me  that  for  most 
of  the  diseases  which  people  suffered 
from,  like  cancer,  heart  disease,  and 
diabetes.. .there  were  no  good  treat- 
ments," said  Wolever.  "If  1  really  want- 
ed to  make  an  impact  as  a  doctor,  then 
this  was  the  area  to  become  involved 
in." 

By  the  mid-seventies,  the  medi- 
cal community  had  generated  many 
theories  about  how  fibre  worked,  but 
little  data.  Wolever,  then  a  master's 
student,  focused  his  research  on  how 
fibre  affects  glucose  absorption  in 
the  intestine.  His  early  paper  turned 
out  to  be  one  of  the  most  highly  cited 
papers  in  the  fibre  field  and  paved  the 
way  for  today's  definitions  of  soluble 
and  insoluble  fibre. 

"It  was  very  exciting  and  romantic. 
I  was  on  the  cutting  edge  of  research 
doing  simple  studies  with  antiquated 
equipment  and  finding  amazing  re- 
sults— it  actually  worked!"  said  Wo- 
lever. 

Despite  his  studies  in  medical 
school,  a  passion  for  research  led  Wo- 
lever to  the  development  of  the  Gl,  a 
measure  of  the  quality  of  starchy  car- 
bohydrate in  foods  like  in  bread,  rice, 


Although  this  array  of  insulin  injections 
is  ready  for  use,  treating  and  preventing 
diabetes  may  soon  be  a  mere  matter  of 
choosing  low-GI  foods. 

and  potatoes.  The  GI  has  broad  impli- 
cations in  health  and  disease,  from 
influencing  our  mood  and  memory  to 
physical  performance.  Since  Wolever's 
definition  of  the  GI,  scientists  have 
shown  that  the  GI  of  dietary  carbohy- 


drates influences  risks  for  diabetes, 
heart  disease,  some  types  of  cancer, 
and  may  be  useful  in  the  management 
of  some  of  these  conditions. 

The  problem  lies  in  measuring  the 
GI  of  food  and  the  lack  of  low-GI  op- 
tions for  food  staples,  like  bread. 

"We  need  to  get  more  evidence  on 
the  health  implications  of  GI,  but  at 
the  same  time,  we  need  more  low-GI 
foods  to  help  obtain  that  evidence," 
said  Wolever 

Wolever's  current  research  in  GI 
falls  under  two  main  categories.  One 
branch  of  research  addresses  the 
problems  in  measuring  GI,  the  fac- 
tors that  influence  the  variation  of 
GI  in  certain  starchy  foods,  and  how 
to  produce  low-GI  foods.  The  other 
branch  focuses  on  proving  that  GI  is 
important  in  preventing  diseases  like 
diabetes. 

But  there  are  very  few  clinical  trials 
showing  that  a  dietary  intervention 
based  on  low-GI  foods  actually  pre- 
vents the  development  of  diabetes.  Of 
today's  prevention  methods,  weight 
loss  and  exercise  have  been  proven 
to  slow  the  progression  of  "pre-dia- 
betes" — a  condition  where  blood  glu- 
cose levels  are  higher  than  normal 
but  not  high  enough  to  be  diagnosed 
as  diabetes — to  diabetes  by  about  60 
per  cent. 

Weight  loss  and  exercise,  accord- 
ing to  Wolever,  isn't  the  solution,  but 
regulating  the  Gl  of  food  may  prevent 
diabetes  or  heart  disease  altogether 
The  only  problem  is  proving  it,  which 
would  involve  mounting  a  massive 
clinical  trial  involving  thousands  of 


//DIABETES  FACTS 


•  Diabetes  mellitus  is  a  chronic  dis- 
ease, caused  by  both  genetics 
and  a  sedentary  lifestyle,  where 
the  body  does  not  react  to  normal 
levels  of  insulin  it  produces. 

•  Though  interchangeably  called 
non-insulin-dependent  diabetes, 
treatment  of  diabetes  mellitus 
often  includes  insulin  injections 
as  well  as  lifestyle  changes. 

•  Diabetes  mellitus  is  a  contributing 
factor  in  the  death  of  approxi- 
mately 41,500  Canadians  each 
year. 

•  An  estimated  45  million  North 
Americans  have  pre-diabetes,  or 
'impaired  glucose  tolerance'  that 
may  develop  over  the  years  into 
diabetes  mellitus. 

•  Diabetes  increases  the  likelihood 
of  heart  disease,  stroke,  kidney 
disease,  blindness,  and  erectile 
dysfunction. 


subjects.  Wolever  has  recently  com- 
pleted a  small  trial  investigating  a  low- 
GI  food  diet  in  over  a  hundred  diabetic 
participants  looking  at  blood  sugar 
levels  and  cardiovascular  disease  risk 
factors. 

In  another  small-scale  study,  Wo- 
lever looked  at  the  effects  of  a  low-GI 
diet  on  reducing  intramyocellular  fat, 
the  type  of  fat  lost  during  weight  loss 
and  the  probable  cause  of  insulin  re- 
sistance. If  these  studies  are  success- 
ful, Wolever  may  soon  have  the  sup- 
port to  conduct  a  larger  study. 

"The  role  of  GI  in  established  dia- 
betes may  move  more  from  being  a 
way  to  improve  [blood  sugar  levels], 
although  it  will  always  help  fine-tune 
that,  to  being  a  way  to  prevent  the 
complications  of  diabetes." 


Participants  Needed!! 

DO  YOU  EXPERIENCE  SOME  OF 
THE  FOLLOWING? 

Feelings  of  sadness 
Difficulty  sleeping 

Loss  of  energy 
Weight  loss/gain 
Difficulty  thinking 

If  so,  you  may  be  eligible  to  participate  in  a  brain  imaging  study  of 
depression  at  the  Centre  for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health. 

The  study  includes  comprehensive  assessment,  non-experimental 
treatment  and  the  option  for  follow-up  care 

Participants  must  be  non  smokers  aged  18-50,  in  good 
health  and  not  currently  taking  any  medication. 
Compensation  provided. 

For  more  information,  please  call:  (416)  535-8501  ext.  4417 


camh 


Centre  for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health 
Centre  de  toxicomanie  el  de  sante  mentale 


Do  you  have 

GMEED  ALLlRvG 


e  late  summer  and  filmonths... 


sneezing  ? 
runny,  itchy  nose  ? 
red,  watery,  itcliy  eyes? 

Allied  Research  Internationa!  is  seeking  men  and  women 
1 18  and  older  with  ragweed  allergies  to  participate  in  a 
research  study  testing  an  investigational  oral  medication. 

Qualifying  participants  will  be  compensated  for  participation  in  the  study 

I 

Call:  905-629-5777  (ext.  1)  or  Toll  free:  1-888-AKI-5544 
E-mail:  volunteer@ailie(i-research.com 

Regular  hours  of  operation:  Monday  to  Friday;  9am  to  8pm 
Saturday:  9am  to  1pm 


5^t^  Allied 
i^u?  Research 
International 


4520  Dixie  Rd  in  Mississauga 

2  blocks  south  of  Eglinton  Ave 
www.allied-research.com 

ARIisa  contract  research  organization  dedicated  to  the  advancement 
ot  clinical  research.  We  conduct  research  lor  both  healthy  volunteers 
and  those  with  medical  conditions. 


review@thevarsity.ca 
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Pop  goes  the  world 

JT's  bveSounds,  Janet's  latest  malfunction,  and  Fergie's  solo  debut  duke  it  out  in  our  pop  music  showdown 


Mark  Mercereau 


Snap,  crackle,  pop!  This  fall  has  al- 
ready yeilded  a  dizzying  number  of 
new  pop  releases,  let's  see  how  three 
of  the  biggest  stack  up. 
The  already  huge  new  album  from 
Justin  Timberlake,  FutureSex/Love- 
Sounds,  not  only  improves  upon  his 
solo  debut,  but  far  exceeds  a  slew  of 
recent  pop  records  that  even  smirk- 
ing hipsters  wouldn't  be  ashamed 
to  load  on  to  their  iPod.  Much  of  the 
credit  should  go  to  producers  will, 
i.am.  Rick  Rubin  and  Timbaland, 
whose  work  is  featured  on  the  lead 
single  "SexyBack,"  and  who  also 
helped  Nelly  Furtado  land  her  huge 
summer  billboard  smash  "Promiscu- 
ous." Another  standout  is  the  pow- 
erful track  "Losing  My  Way"  while 
"Summer  Love"  and  "Chop  Me  Up" 
make  for  great  driving  tunes.  Per- 
haps JT's  biggest  accomplishment 
on  FutureSex/LoueSounds  is  keep  us 
interested  for  over  an  hour. 

Unable  to  make  that  same  claim  is 
Janet  Jackson,  who's  busy  promot- 
ing her  latest  attempt  at  a  post-Nip- 
plegate  career.  20Y.O.,  which  refers 
to  the  numbers  of  years  since  the 
release  her  epic-length  classic  Con- 
trol, thankfully  clocks  in  at  twenty 
minutes  shorter  Suffering  from  a 
case  of  writer's  block  (or  maybe  its 
"ghost  writer's  block"?)  Janet  offers 
up  a  slew  of  tracks  that  are  light, 
fluffy,  and  blandly  devoid  of  any  sort 
of  consistent  theme  or  topic,  inter- 
spersed with  her  usual  interludes, 
which  refuse  to  say  anything  sub- 
stantial. That  being  said,  the  lead  sin- 
gle "So  Excited,"  which  is  much  more 
catchy  than  the  rest,  along  with  oth- 
er upbeat  tracks  "Show  Me"  and  "Get 
It  Out  Me"  will  keep  the  party  going, 
but  are  also  likely  to  leave  you  crav- 
ing for  some  classic  Janet,  which  is 
much  stronger  in  comparison.  Slow 


jams  "Take  Care"  and  "Love  2  Love" 
are  undeniably  boring  and  serve  as 
obvious  filler  on  this  already  too- 
short  offering.  It's  also  interesting 
to  note  as  well  that  Janet  sounds 
eerily  like  brother  Michael  on  sev- 
eral tracks,  which  she  even  pointed 
out  on  a  recent  Oprah  appearance. 
The  aging  Jackson  then  "performed" 
(read:  "blatantly  lip  synched")  her 
new  single  and  strugged  to  keep  up 
with  her  back-up  dancers.  You're 
better  off  pulling  out  a  copy  of  Velvet 
Rope  or  Rhythm  Nation  from  back  in 
the  day  when  she  could  still  sing,  and 
had  something  to  say. 

Not  normally  known  for  having  a 
myriad  of  deep  ideas  to  impart  on 
her  equally  cerebrally  subdued  audi- 
ence, Black  Eyed  Peas  singer  Fergie 
has  unleashed  her  first  solo  album, 
The  Duchess  with  surprisingly  suc- 
cessful results.  Haters  of  BEP's  "My 
Humps"  beware:  The  Duchess  fea- 
tures plently  of  ridiculous,  yet  catchy 
lyrics  that  remain  inescapably  stuck 
in  your  head  for  days  on  end.  But, 
considering  her  shameless  intent 
to  please  her  fun-loving  followers, 
is  this  really  such  a  crime?  Arguing 
that  a  pop  album  is  too  catchy  is  like 
complaining  that  an  Icelandic  death 
metal  outfit  is  too  loud  and  creepy. 
Fergie's  producers  harness  a  metric 
ton  of  samples  on  this  record,  but  al- 
most all  are  used  tactfully,  and  work 
well  in  creating  a  diverse  and  dynam- 
ic sound.  The  track  "Clumsy"  is  just 
as  addictive  as  first  single  "London 
Bridge,"  as  are  "Mary  Jane  Shoes" 
and  "Glamorous."  Flowing  perfectly, 
Fergie's  debut  is  likely  to  provide  sin- 
gle after  single  for  the  coming  year, 
so  be  prepared — this  diva  turned 
dutchess  is  going  to  rule  the  pop  air- 
waves whether  you  like  it  or  not. 

The  best  bang  for  your  pop  buck:  Justin 
Timberlake's  FutureSex/LoveSounds 


Stacy  Ferguson  (left),  the  new  Duchess  of  pop,  goes  head  to  head  with  Mr.  Timberlake  (above) 


NOTICE  of  REFERENDUM 


The  Students'  Administrative  Council  -  your  students' 
union  -  is  holding  a  referendum  on  the  following  question. 

Are  you  in  favour  of  an  increase  in  the  University  of  Toronto 
Environmental  Resourse  Network  (UTERN)  levy  of  25  cents  per 
session  increase  for  the  Bikechain  services  as  detailed  in  the 

preamble?  (Yes/No) 

Bikechain,  in  partnership  with  the  University  of  Toronto  Environmental  Resource  Network 
(UTERN)  IS  seeking  consent  from  itsmembers  for  an  increase  to  the  existing  SAC  clubs 
fee.  The  proposed  increase  is  25  cents  per  session. 

Bikechain  is  a  student  initiated,  student  run,  bike-repair  facility  located  in  the  basement  of  the 
International  Student  Centre  on  the  St.  George  campus  as  well  as  at  UTM.  Bikechain  has  t>een  in 
operation  for  one  year  and  is  currently  seeking  sustainable  funding  so  it  can  continue  to  offer  free 
bike  repair  andworkshops  to  students. 

This  facility  aids  the  University  of  Toronto  to  be  a  greener  campus  and  makes  bike  repair  affordable  for 
students.  Macleans  and  NOW  Magazine  have  formally  recognized  Bikechain  as  a  great 
environmental  program  in  their  rankings  of  Canadian  Universities.  In  addition,  the  Bikechain  works 
to  engage  students  who  may  not  already  be  biking  -  this  funding,  therefore,  has  great  potential  ,a;,ssy 

to  reach  all  students. 

With  this  levy,  Bikechain  plans  to  be  open  full-time  during  the  summer  supported  by  a  mechanic. 
Since  biking  is  somewhat  seasonal,  summer  funding  is  critical  to  offer  full  support  to  student  cyclists. 
The  funding  will  also  be  used  to  replenish  resources  such  as  grease,  lubricants,  and  other  related  materials 
allowing  Bikechain  to  buy  new  tools  and  replace  old  or  broken  tools.  We  hope  you'll  support  our  proposal, 
which  contributes  to  the  growing  reputation  of  U  of  T  as  a  green  and  engaging  student  campus. 

If  the  increase  is  approved,  the  total  fee  for  the  University  of  Toronto  Environmentatf, 

Resource  Network  and  Bikechain  would  be  50  cents  per  session  and  would  be 
charged  to  all  full  time  undergraduate  students  beginning  in  the  fall  2007  session. 

Q&A  Session  | 

October  4th,  4-6  pm 
Bahen  Centre  Rm  2130 

VOTING 

October  11th  to  13th,  10-6pm 

•  Bahen  Centre  f 

•  University  College  |      i  | 

•  Trinity  College  -  The  Butfery  * 

•  Victoria  College  -  Wymilwood 

•  UTM  South  Building 

For  further  information,  contact  Elections  Committee 
c/o  Chief  Returning  Officer,  cro@sac.utoronto.ca 
12  Hart  House  Circle,  University  of  Toronto 
416-978-4911  x225 

Students'  Administrative  Council 
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The  Varsity 


Full  speed  ahead. 

We  remove  the  barriers,  so  you  can  accelerate  your  career. 
We've  created  an  environment  that's  conducive  to  personal 
and  professional  growth  and  success.  At  Ernst  &  Young,  we're 
recognized  for  our  inclusive  culture  that  expects  everyone  to 
contribute  and  everyone  to  grow.  Stop  just  long  enough  to  visit 
us  on  campus,  or  at  ey.com/us/careers. 

FORTUNE* 

100  BEST 

COMPANIES 


CD 

TO  WORK  FORP 


Transaction  Advisory  Services 


sU'Ernst&Young 


Quality  In  Everything  We  Do 


sports@thevarsity.ca 


VARSITY  SPORTS 


Powering  up  the  top  UEFA  chibs 

From  Chelsea  to  Barcalona  and  Lyon  to  Liverpool,  GAURAVTHAPA  ranks  the  Champions 


1.  Chelsea 

(5-1-1  vs.  Domes- 
tic League/ 2-0-0 
vs.  Champions 
League) 


After  another 
summer  of  big  signings  (swelling 
the  payroll  to  276  million  USD  in 
the  last  three  years),  their  players 
have  now  recovered  from  a  slight 
World  Cup  hangover.  Much  criti- 
cized centre  forward  Didier  Drogba 
is  netting  goals  by  the  bagful  (five 
so  far).  Chelsea  is  setting  the  pace, 
and  a  scalding  one  at  that.  The 
real  scary  part  is  that  the  Chelsea 
express  still  has  to  reach  top  gear. 
(Can  the  real  Andriy  Shevchenko 
please  show  up?) 


2.  Barcelona 

(4-1-0/1-1-0) 

The  new  UNICEF 
logo  adorning 
their  jerseys  is 
enough  to  make 
any  Barca  player 


smile.  But  the  only  smile  that  counts 
is  the  one  that  graces  Ronaldinho. 
After  shrugging  aside  a  disastrous 
World  Cup,  he's  back  ambling  freely 
around  the  pitch  like  no  other.  The 
Brazilian  has  Spain's  top  side  play- 
ing the  neat  one-touch  futbol  that 
won  them  the  Champions  League 
last  season.  But  the  loss  of  striker 
Samuel  Eto'o  may  be  a  bit  much  to 
overcome. 


3.  Lyon 

(7-1-0/2-0-0) 


r  1  H  "No  one  player 
I  J  ^  is  bigger  than 
^tm^Kmmm^  the  team,"  and 
no  team  epito- 
mizes that  state- 
ment more  than  this  French  team 
(much  unlike  their  national  squad). 
While  they  suffer  having  lost  their 
brightest  young  player  for  the  third 
straight  season,  Lyon  somehow 
manages  to  come  out  unfazed. 
Doubters  of  the  team  were  silenced 
after  Lyon's  2-0  demolition  job  over 
Real  Madrid. 


4.  Valencia 

(4-1-0/2-0-0) 

Those  who  caught 
the  Barcelona  vs. 
Valencia  match  this 
season  would  agree 
that  this  team  is  equally  good,  if  not 
better  than,  the  defending  Spanish 
Champions  at  the  moment.  Big  wins 
in  both  their  domestic  league  and  the 
Champions  ensure  this  club's  position 
in  the  top  half  of  the  ranking  table. 

5.  Bayern 
Munich 

(3-1-2/2-0-0) 

Their  prized  play- 
er left  without 
bringing  them  a 
penny  for  his  transfer  (while  he  makes 
130,000  pounds  a  week).  They  fought 
tooth  and  nail  to  retain  Owen  Har- 
greaves,  but  when  all  was  said  and 
done  he  left  and  the  player  received 
in  turn  ended  up  injured.  With  all  the 
drama,  one  would  expect  the  mighty 
Bavarian  club  to  struggle  this  season. 


However,  Bayern's  young  German 
players  seem  to  have  matured  earlier 
than  expected  (the  German  success 
at  the  World  Cup  must  be  highlighted) 
and  the  club  can  dare  to  think  big 
once  again. 


6.  Manchester 
United 

(5-1-1/2-0-0) 


Not  the  power  they 
used  to  be  in  Eng- 
land, but  with  two  very  special  and 
gifted  players  in  Wayne  Rooney  and 
Christian  Ronaldo  turning  22  this 
year,  the  only  way  for  this  club  is  up. 
Doubts  linger  over  whether  they  can 
stay  healthy  for  a  whole  season,  how- 
ever. 


7.  Arsenal 

(3-2-1/2-0-0) 

While  the  new  sta- 
dium's kinks  have 
been  worked  out, 
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Your  World  Right  Now 


flop  10 

RealTrax  "  ring  tunes 

Week  of  September  25  " 

1.  Bossy 

-  Kelts  (feat  Too  Short) 

2.  Crazy 

-  Gnarls  Barkley 

ypKnow  You  See  It  (A  Cappella)  j 

-  Yung  Joe 

.  4. ,    It's  Goin'  Down  (A  Cappella) 

*         ■  Yung  Jot 

5.  London  Bridge  (Chorus) 

-  fergie 

6.  Me  &  U 

!■  ---Cassie 

7.  -'-  Money  Maker  (Pharrell  Chorus) 

J       I  ■  Ludacris  (feat  Pharrell)  j. 

^llln' Me  Back  (Radio  Edit)  f  ^ 

'  - Chingy  FeaTDring  Tymse        '-  i 

jf    Sexy  Back 

^  •  Justin  Timberlake 

10.    Shoulder  Lean  (feat.  T.I.) 

-  Young  Dro 

Enter  to  WIN  a  trip  to  the  2006 

Billboard^  Music  Awards  in  Las  Vegas! 

.  Text  BILLBOARD  To  555  on  your 
phone  to  get  started! 


Brought  to  you  by  Rogers  Wireless. 


Billboard 

mobile))! 


Put  your  best  hand  forward  for 
something  more  effetive. 

Women's  Kung  Fu  Club 

416-693-4090 


Call  for  class  schedule  and  location. 


UNIVERSITY  OFTORONTO 

FACULTY  OF  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  AND  HEALTH 
COUNCIL  OF  ATHLETICS  AND  RECREATION 

NOTICE  OF  BY-ELECTION 
FALL  2006 

NOMINATIONS  ARE  NOW  OPEN 
FOR  THE  FOLLOWING  POSITIONS: 

•  I  Female  Student  Representative 

•  I  Male  Student  Representative 

All  University  of  Toronto  students  who  are  registered  on  the  St.  George 
campus  and  pay  an  Athletic  Centre  fee  are  eligible  to  stand  for  election,  to 
nominate  candiciates  and  to  vote. 

Nominations  close  on  WEDNESDAY.  OCTOBER  ID  at  5  p.m.  and  elections 
v^ill  be  held  on  TUESDAY.  OCTOBER  17  and  WEDNESDAY.  QCTOMRJl, 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  overall  Athletics  and  Recreation  policy 
including:  policy  on  facility  planning  .nnd  rentals;  fees  and  staffing;  allocation 
of  funds  to  program  areas. 

Nomination  forms  are  available  in  the  Main  Office,  Program 

Office,  main  floor  -  Athletic  Centre  or  the 
Chief  Returning  Officer,  Room  2083,  Athletic  Centre. 

Nomination  papers  must  be  filed  at  any  of  these  offices.  Nominations 
received  elsev^here  or  after  that  time  v^^ill  be  invalid. 

For  full  information,  please  contact  the 
Chief  Returning  Officer,  978-2 1 36   


Attention  all  Full-Time  Undergraduate  Students 


NOTiee  OF  ELECTIONS 
FALL  2006  BY-ELECTIONS 

vNivinsirr    of    r  o  ft  o  m  r  0 

students'administrativecouncii 

The  University  of  Toronto  Students'  Admintetratlve  Council 
(SAC)  v/iH  be  hotdmg  Fall  by-elecitons  to  fill  the  following 

seats: 


Board  of  Directors  Constituency 
University  College 


Sea^  Available 
I 


Voting  Pertoci 

Wednesday  October  llttt  to  Friday  October  13th 
am  •6:00  pm 

Voting  Locations 

•  Bahen  Centre 

•  University  College 

•  Trinity  Coltege  -  The  Buttery 

•  Victoria  Coltege  -  \A^milwood 

THIS  BLBCTION  tS  OPEN  ONLY  FOR  UNIVBRSITV 
COLLEGE  STUDENTS 


For  further  informalior.  cont^  Elections  Comrrittee 
c/o  Chief  R©turfMr>Q  Off»cor.  at»4S^sdC  utoft)nto  ca 
12  Hart         Citt^,  Vnhfem^  of  Torof«o 
41$-978-4911  ya2S 

Students'  Administrative  Council 


laDM 

i  tool 
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sports@thevarsity.ca 


CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

the  Gunners  are  still  out  to  prove 
they  can  play  their  brand  of  futbol 
against  teams  the  likes  of  Manchester 
United  away  at  Old  Trafford.  A  finalist 
in  last  year's  Champions  League,  the 
team  can  no  longer  hide  under  the 
"rebuilding"  excuse.  Arsenal  needs 
to  prove  they  can  compete  on  both 
domestic  and  European  fronts. 


8.  Real  Madrid 

(3-2-0/1-0-1) 

Money     has  been 


spent  like  crazy,  and  the  team  con- 
tinues to  under-perform.  What  else 
is  new?  The  good  news  is  time  will  be 
an  asset  for  the  club,  giving  world- 
class  striker  Ruud  van  Nistelrooy  a 
chance  to  acclimate  and  allowing 
manager  Fabio  Capello  to  aim  for  re- 
alistic goals,  like  working  as  a  team. 


9.  AS  Roma 

(5-4-1  / 1-0-1) 


^^^^^w       Surprise,  sur- 

^^^^        prise — the  club  is 
actually  doing  well! 
All  they  need  now  is  to  keep  Totti 


healthy  and  not  overworked.  Good 
luck. 

10.  Inter  Milan 

(3-2-0/0-0-2) 

Inter  is  still  celebrat- 
ing their  courtroom 
victory  of  the  Scu- 
detto,  but  the  team  must  understand 
the  need  to  perform  outside  Italy. 
The  club  spent  enough  money  to 
field  two  quality  squads,  and  as  the 
record  shows,  that  is  exactly  how 
they  are  performing.  While  they  are 
atop  the  Calcio  Serie  A,  this  is  clear- 


ly not  the  league  packed  with  quality 
of  yesteryear. 


HELP  WANTED 


THERE'S  A  LIFE  ON  THE  LINE.  SHALL 
WE  ASK  THEM  TO  HOLD? 

Distress  Centres  of  Toronto  need  volunteers 
who  can  be  there  24/7  to  answer  the  calls 
of  the  lonely,  distressed  or  suicidal.  We  pro- 
vide comprehensive  training  in  telephone 
support,  crisis  intervention  and  suicide  pre- 
vention. Visit  www.torontodistresscentre. 
com  or  call  — Downtown:  416-598-0166, 
North  York:  416-486-3180,  Scarborough: 
416-439-0744. 

PART  TIME  TECH  SUPPORT  POSITION 

Must  be  outgoing,  willing  to  learn,  have 
excellent  problem  solving  skills,  be  familiar 
with  Windows  clients,  servers,  and  net- 
works. Vehicle  required  for  downtown  and 
GTA  travel.  Email  jobs@asynchronsystems. 
com  or  fax  416-924-9990. 


FOR  SALE 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


MISCELLANEOUS 


LEARN  CHINESE  /  ENGLISH  /  SPANISH  / 
GERMAN /FRENCH 

Job  in  China  is  available  for  our  students. 
Professional  teachers,  flexible  time,  reason- 
able fee,  small  class  and  individual  class 
are  available.  Phone:  416-455-8890;  Email: 
chinesel217@hotmail.com 


TUTORING 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 


EDITING 


ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  or  signup.  Just  dial  10-10-940 
before  your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on 
your  local  Bell  bill,  www.1010940.com 

ENGLISH/ESSAY  HELP! 

Flexible  hours.  Reasonable  rates.  Cei'ti- 
fied  teacher  Near  U  of  T  416-568-1646. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  eacti  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 

the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 

DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6.  Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


THIS  WEEK'S  GAMES 

RUGBY  -  Scarborough  Campus 
Women  vs.Yori< 
Fri.  Oct.  6-2  p.m. 
Men  vs.Trent 
Fri.  Oct.  6  -  4  p.m. 

BASEBALL-  Scarborough  Campus 
Blues  vs.  Western 
Sat.  Oct.  7  -  12/2  pf.m. 

FOOTBALL -  Birchmpunt^^ 
Blues  vs. Western 
Sat.  Oct.  7  -  2  p.m. 

SOCCER  -  Birchmount  Stadium 
Women  vs.Trent 
Wed.  Oa.4  -  6  p.m. 
Men  vs.Trent 
Wed.  Oct.  4  -  8  p.m. 

FIELD  HOCKEY  ■  Lamport  Stadium 
Women  vs.  Gueiph 
Wed.  Oct.  4  -  6  p.m. 

FAST  PITCH  -  Birchwood  Park 
Women  v$.Yorl<. 
Fri.  Oct.  6   6/8  p.m 
Women  vs.  Queen's 
Sat.Occ7  -  12/2  p.m 

www.varsityblues.ca 


11.  C  Milan 

(3-2-0/2-1-0) 


They  were  docked 
eight  points  to  start 
the  season,  the  goal 
machine  of  years  past 
is  now  gone,  and  the  back  line  is  as 
old  as  ever.  Still,  this  team  remains 
Italy's  best  hope  for  European  sil- 
verware. That  said,  the  entire  club's 
hopes  lies  squarely  on  the  shoulders 
of  Kaka. 


12.  Liverpool 

(3-1-3  /  1-1-0) 


—     Well,  they  aren't  do- 
ing  well  again  do- 
mestically— but  the  last  time  they 
did  that,  they  won  the  Champions 
League.  Go  figure. 

On  the  bubble: 

PSV  Eindhoven  (4-1-1  /  1-1-0),  CSKA 
Moscow  (  0-0-0  / 1-1-0),  Celtic  (7-1-1  / 
1-1-0),  Lille  (4-3-1  /  0-0-2)  and  Sport- 
ing Lisbon  (0-0-0/1-1-0). 


Come  play  for  our  team 

Write  for  Sports 
sports@thevarsity.ca 


//CORRECTION: 

In  the  article  "Crack,  slash  and  lacrosse"  on  September  18,  we 
reported  that  Adam  Robertson  scored  the  two  goals  in  the  Men's  7-2 
loss  at  Bishops.  The  first  goal  was  in  fact  scored  by  Beau  Basset. 
The  Varsity  regrets  the  error. 


c 

Men's  Hairstyling 

We  are  Professional  in  Old  &  New  Bartering  Techniques 

imiimiH 

"Open  Saturdays" 
56  Wellesley  St.  (at  Bay) 
416-922-8944 

V/5A 

\  ISA  actepled 

MASSIVE  BRAIN 

with  impressive  body  of  work  and 
numerous  international  awards 
enjoys  frequent  publishing  in  top 
journals  and  spending  time  in 
North  America's  third-largest 
research  library.  Seeks  like- 
minded   grad   students  for 

similar  pursuits. 


The  University  of  Toronto  Grad  School  is  now  accepting 
applications  from  top  candidates  flirting  with  the  idea 
of  pursuing  their  grad  studies  here.  We  think  its  a  per- 
fect match.  You're  a  brilliant  U  of  T  undergrad.  We're  an 
irresistible  combination  of  scholarship  and  world- 
renowned  research.  Bur  don't  admire  us  for  our  brains 
alone.  U  of  T  is  that  dynamic  campus  in  this  diverse  city 
you  already  love.  If  you'd  like  to  meet  the  Grad  School, 
ask  your  career  centre  about  the  grad  fair  on  October  5, 
2006.  Or  contact  us  any  time. 

gradschool@sgs .  utoronto.  ca 
www.gradschool.  utoronto.ca 
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^  WHITE  HEAT:  We  review  all-night 
art  party  Nuit  Blanche  //  p.  8 


How  barrier-free 
is  U  of  T?// p.  4 


Bitter  rivals 


With  undefeated  York  ahead,  the  Blues  are  taking  aim 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


Facing  a  battle  against  fellow  division 
heavyweight  York,  Field  Hockey  knows  its 
game  plan:  play  patient,  keep  possession, 
and  take  shots  on  goal.  What  the  team  does 
not  know  is  how  to  keep  the  ball  off  the 
stick  of  OUA  scoring  leader,  York  Lion  Lau- 
ren Conforzi. 


Blues  captain  Malinda  Hapuarachchi  (left)  soaks  in  yesterday's  game  while  nursing  an  injured  right  arm.  Earlier  that  game,  Kirsten  Shire  matches  up  Guelph  keeper 
Jaclyn  Butterworth  before  converting  her  penalty  shot.  The  Blues  tied  the  Gryphons  2-2. 


In  six  games,  Conforzi  has  notched  ten 
goals  and  six  assists.  Attempting  to  contain 
her  will  be  the  main  tactic  for  the  unde- 
feated Blues  (5-0-1)  as  they  try  to  snatch 
away  first  place  from  the  Lions  (6-0-1)  next 
Thursday  at  Lamport  Stadium.  The  unenvi- 
able job  of  keeping  up  with  Conforzi  will  be 
Malinda  Hapuarachchi,  the  Blues"  captain 
and  defensive  stalwart. 

"We  expect  Lauren  to  be  marked  tightly," 
said  York  coach  Deb  Fullerton.  "Our  game 
plan  is  to  press  and  keep  it  a  close  game. 
We  can  only  predict  what  [will]  happen,  but 
keeping  it  close  is  our  best  chance  to  win." 

Fullerton's  desire  to  keep  the  game  close 
is  a  sound  one,  as  the  Blues  have  outscored 
their  opponents  32-3  this  season,  while 
sporting  four  players  in  the  top  ten  in  scor- 
ing. Their  top  forward,  Cailie  O'Hara,  has 
seven  goals,  making  her  the  country's  sec- 
ond most  prolific  attacker. 

"Cailie  is  a  strong  player  for  us,"  Blues 
coach  Beth  Ali  said.  "She's  a  pure  scorer, 
which  you  don't  get  too  often  any  more. 
She's  got  an  incredible  shot,  and  they  come 
in  a  huge  array.  She  shoots  them  all  with 
great  speed  and  at  any  angle." 

Fullerton  agreed  that  O'Hara  was  a  player 
that  the  Lions  must  watch. 

"We  will  have  to  be  careful  about  O'Hara," 
she  said.  "She's  such  a  good  passer  that 
whether  she  scores  is  irrelevant.  Keeping 
her  in  check  is  important  as  she's  the  only 
one  dominant  player  on  the  team." 

While  O'Hara  might  get  all  the  attention, 
fellow  Blues  Heather  Clark  and  Amanda 
and  Shannon  Treacy  round  out  the  Blues 
top  scorer,  and  they  must  contribute  to 

SEE 'RIVALS' -PG  14 


//  FACULTY  OF  ARTS  AND  SCIENCE  COUNCIL  UPDATE 


Rebel  with  a  pause 

Tm  still  fighting  the  man,'  says  acting  council  chair  and  critic  Noaman  Ali 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


It  is  a  bit  ironic  when  a  constant  critic 
of  "the  man"  gets  to  occupy  the  very 
seat  of  power  he  critiques. 

Yet  that  is  exactly  what  happened 
at  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  coun- 
cil of  the  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 
on  Tuesday,  when  Noaman  Ali,  presi- 
dent of  the  Arts  and  Science  Students' 
Union  (ASSU),  was  elected  to  be  act- 
ing chair  of  the  body  for  that  meet- 
ing. 

The  kicker  was  that  Ali,  who  suc- 
cessfully ran  for  a  spot  on  the  faculty 


council,  was  about  to  criticize  how 
the  electoral  process  that  had  pro- 
pelled him  to  that  seat  was  run.  For 
its  first  meeting,  at  least.  Since  13  of 
the  29  faculty  representatives  on  the 
council  had  not  yet  been  elected,  it 
was  decided  at  the  start  that  the  in- 
augural meeting  would  be  run  by  an 
acting  chair. 

The  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 
council  considers  and  vets  various 
policies  pertinent  to  the  faculty.  It 
was  set  up  in  1971,  but  until  this  year 
it  wasn't  a  very  lively  body.  That 
was  because  all  800  faculty  mem- 
bers were  eligible  to  vote,  and  even 


though  there  was  some  student  rep- 
resentation, critics  charged  that  fac- 
ulty members  would  simply  round 
up  their  colleagues  to  help  pass  the 
decisions  that  mattered. 

"The  faculty  council  was  a  body 
that  didn't  work.  And  the  student  in- 
volvement was  pretty  modest,"  said 
arts  and  science  dean  Pekka  Sinervo, 
who  took  part  in  the  committee  that 
reworked  its  constitution. 

The  new  constitution,  which  was 
approved  in  June,  trimmed  down  the 
size  of  the  council  to  only  69  voting 

SEE  STUDENT'  -  PG  5 


Part-time  students 
get  a  new  home 


Sana  Ahmed 


It  has  taken  four  months  to  accom- 
plish, but  it  seems  that  the  student 
union  representing  part-time  stu- 
dents on  St.  George  campus  will 
soon  be  moving  into  a  new  home. 

The  Association  of  Part-time  U  of 
T  Students  (APUS)  and  U  of  T's  ad- 
ministration have  come  to  an  agree- 
ment to  relocate  APUS  offices  to 
what  they  hope  to  be  their  perma- 
nent home  in  the  Margaret  Fletcher 
building  at  100  Devonshire  Place, 
across  from  the  Varsity  stadium. 

After  lobbying  since  June,  APUS 
and  U  of  T  agreed  that  the  building 


would  be  a  suitable  location  for  its 
home  because  of  its  close  proxim- 
ity with  Woodsworth  College,  the 
college  for  part-time  students. 

Margaret  Fletcher  was  initially 
home  to  a  daycare  centre,  but  has 
been  largely  empty  since  2003.  And 
although  the  space  in  question  is 
situated  in  a  "central  building,"  the 
university  is  in  the  midst  of  reno- 
vating it  in  order  to  meet  basic  re- 
quirements, according  to  Farrar. 
"APUS  should  be  situated  com- 
fortably in  the  Margaret  Fletcher 
building  within  approximately  two 

SEE 'APUS' -PG  2 
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Pissing  contest 

Foreign  policy  discussion  descends  into  'superficial  debate' 


Rehaana  Manek 


"There  won't  be  any  fireworks. 
This  is  going  to  be  more  discussion 
than  debate,"  said  Canada's  former 
ambassador  to  the  U.N.  Paul  Hein- 
becker,  kicking  off  a  talk  on  Cana- 
da's foreign  policy  at  Isabel  Bader 
last  Thursday. 

And  given  the  background  of 
each  of  the  speakers,  the  crowd 
might  have  believed  them  at  first. 
For  both  Heinbecker  and  Senator 
Hugh  Segal  were  former  advisors 
to  Conservative  prime  minister 
Brian  Mulroney  in  the  '80s. 

Heinbecker  was  also  Canada's 
ambassador  the  U.N.  from  2000  to 
2005.  He  is  now  director  of  Lauri- 
er's  Centre  for  Global  Relations, 
Governance  and  Policy. 

Segal,  meanwhile,  was  a  well- 
known  television  pundit  during  the 
'80s  and  '90s.  He  served  as  chief  of 
staff  to  Mulroney  and  was  one  of 
the  main  strategists  for  the  Conser- 
vatives in  the  last  election. 

But  despite  their  past  similari- 
ties, on  matters  of  foreign  policy, 
the  two  men  each  took  a  distinct 
tack. 

"Canadian  foreign  policy  can  fos- 


University  College 

Book  Sale 

2006 

University  of  Toronto 
15  King's  College  Circle 

Friday,  Oct  13 

12  to  8  pm 
$3  admission 
Students  free  with  ID* 

Saturday,  Oct  14 

10  am  to  6  pm 

Sunday,  Oct  15 

12  noon  to  8  pm 

Monday,  Oct  16 

12  noon  to  8  pm 

Tuesday,  Oct  17 

12  noon  to  6  pm 

*Free  admission  -  Sat-Tues 

Credit  cards,  inlerac  and  c  heques  accepted 

The  BookRoom 

Visit  our  BookRoom  all  year  round 
UC  Cloisters,  Room  BIOI. 
Mon.  and  Fri.,  12  noon  to  4  pm, 
Tues,  Wed,  Thurs,  II  am  to  6  pm 

Proceeds  support  the  UC  library 
and  students 


ter  conflict,"  argued  Heinbecker, 
"but  it  is  not  now  fostering  con- 
flict." 

"The  world  doesn't  take  us  as  se- 
riously as  we  take  ourselves,"  said 
Segal  in  relation  to  the  discussion 
of  Canada's  influence  in  Washing- 
ton and  the  global  community.  He 
went  on  to  elaborate  by  suggest- 
ing that  the  international  respect 
Canada  enjoys  is  based  on  the  way 
in  which  Canada  handles  its  rela- 
tionship with  its  neighbour  to  the 
south. 

"The  world  doesn't  see  us  as  not 
[being]  serious,"  Heinbecker  re- 
sponded. "They  respect  us  on  how 
we  integrate  and  make  our  own 
independent  foreign  policy  deci- 
sions." 

The  crux  of  the  discussion  cen- 
tred on  the  inimical  debate  on 
whether  the  United  States  holds 
sway  over  Canada's  foreign  policy, 
which  caused  Heinbecker's  fore- 
mentioned  fireworks  to  make  an 
appearance.  The  initial  praise  that 
was  bestowed  by  each  speaker  on 
the  other  quickly  devolved  into 
acerbic  barbs  tossed  back  and 
forth.  The  invasion  of  Iraq  became 
a  main  focal  point. 

"Bumper  stickers  in  World  War 
11  said,  'Stop  the  Nazis,'  and  dur- 


ing the  Korean  war,  'Stop  the  com- 
mies,' but  during  the  Iraq  war  you'd 
need  a  placard  to  say  everything 
about  this  war  [that  was  a  poten- 
tial threat],"  said  Heinbecker. 

"I  suppose  responsibility  to  pro- 
tect doesn't  include  Shiites  and 
Kurds?"  said  Segal,  referring  to  the 
legitimacy  of  the  war  in  Iraq. 

Heinbecker  retorted  that  the  re- 
sponsible actions  Segal  discusses 
should  have  occurred  when  the 
atrocities  against  the  Shiites  and 
Kurds  by  Saddam  Hussein  took 
place  over  a  decade  ago. 

Their  arguments  surveying  Cana- 
dian-U.S.  relations  laid  little  road- 
way in  the  discourse  of  Canadian 
foreign  policy,  often  leaving  the 
audience  to  react  with  both  shock 
and  laughter  at  the  back-and-forth 
jabs. 

"I'd  peg  it  as  a  superficial  debate 
that  could  have  potentially  brought 
out  something  with  depth,"  said 
Aminah  Hanif,  a  second-year  his- 
tory and  political  science  major. 

"It  wasn't  very  serious  judging  by 
the  cliched  arguments  both  sides 
were  making.  [They  were]  just  re- 
inforcing the  audience's  support 
for  one  side  or  another  rather  than 
being  objective  and  offering  [some- 
thing] new." 


MASSIVE  BRAIN 

with  impressive  body  of  work  and 
numerous  international  awards 
enjoys  frequent  publishing  in  top 
journals  and  spending  time  in 
North  America's  third-largest 
research  library.  Seeks  like- 
minded   grad   students   for  J 

similar  pursuits. 


The  University  of  Toronto  Grad  School  is  now  accepring 
applications  from  top  candidates  flirting  with  the  idea 
of  pursuing  their  grad  studies  liere.  We  think  its  a  per- 
fect match.  You're  a  brilHant  U  of  T  undergrad.  We're  an 
irresistible  combination  of  scholarship  and  world- 
renowned  research.  Bur  don't  admire  us  for  our  brains 
alone.  U  of  T  is  that  dynamic  campus  in  this  diverse  city 
you  already  love.  If  you'd  like  to  meet  the  Grad  School, 
ask  your  career  centre  about  die  grad  fair  on  October  5, 
2006.  Or  contact  us  any  time. 


gradschool@sgs .  utoron  to .  c ; 
www.gradschool.utoronto.ca 


The  Margaret  Fletcher  building,  a  former  childcare  facility,  has  been  largely  unused 
since  2003.  Now,  after  a  summer  of  lobbying  from  the  APUS,  it  is  set  to  become  the 
future  home  for  the  student  union  representing  part-time  U  of  T  students 


■APUS'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

weeks,"  he  said. 

Since  the  summer,  APUS  mem- 
bers have  been  petitioning  and 
lobbying  in  order  to  get  support 
for  their  cause  and  also  to  avoid 
what  they  argued  was  an  eviction 
from  their  current  offices  in  Wood- 
sworth  College. 

Farrar,  however,  did  not  see  the 
APUS's  office  situation  as  an  evic- 
tion. 

hfe  said  that  "from  the  beginning 
we  were  going  to  give  them  an  al- 
ternate location. 

There  was  never  to  any  intent 
to  evict  APUS  from  their  previous 
location,  nor  did  they  ever  receive 
any  language  from  us  that  we  would 
use  that  action." 

APUS  executive  director  Oriel 
Varga,  however,  thought  other- 
wise. 

"Without  telling  us  where  to  relo- 
cate, [the  administration]  came  to 
us  in  March  telling  us  that  we  had 
to  leave  our  Woodsworth  office  by 
the  end  of  the  term.  It  was  an  evic- 
tion." 

This  situation  could  have  been 
solved  more  quickly  according  to 
Dave  Farrar. 

"Since  this  episode  began  about 
six  months  ago,  the  administration 
offered  APUS  two  different  loca- 
tions, both  of  which  APUS  declined 
to  accept." 

These   locations    were   91  St. 


George  St.  and  21  Sussex  Avenue. 
Varga  maintains  that  these  loca- 
tions were  much  smaller  and  APUS 
would  have  been  "just  another  stu- 
dent group." 

Part-time  students  comprise 
about  40  per  cent  of  the  student 
body  at  U  of  T,  according  to  Varga, 
and  they  should  feel  comfortable  in 
the  community. 

Varga  said  that  during  the  dis- 
agreement, APUS  received  tre- 
mendous support  from  the  U  of  T 
student  body  and  the  community- 
at-large. 

"We  have  won  this  battle.  Had 
it  not  been  for  their  support,  we 
would  have  been  forced  to  operate 
from  our  very  tiny  office  at  Sidney 
Smith." 

However,  Dave  Farrar  also  be- 
lieves that  the  part-time  students 
should  feel  like  belong  at  the  U  of 
T. 

"We  do  not  distinguish  between 
part-time  and  full-time  students," 
said  Farrar. 

Although  APUS  representatives 
have  still  not  received  the  keys  to 
their  new  home  at  the  Margaret 
Fletcher  building,  Varga  said  that 
they  have  made  progress  on  the 
issue. 

"Until  now,  we  have  been  getting 
mixed  messages  from  the  admin- 
istration. We  want  some  sort  of 
assurance  that  this  will  remain 
APUS's  permanent  home  for  the 
long  run." 


''Cheapest^  Best 
Student  Bar  in  Toronto" 

Student  Travel  Guide,  London,  UK 


422  College  St.,  E  of  Bathurst 
Open  4pm  to  2am  everyday 
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Bad  guys  beware: 
that  hot  bike 
might  be  bugged 

U  of  T  cops  using  GPS  lure  to  curb  bike  theft 


Kevin  Wong 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Following  in  the  footsteps  of  police 
in  Victoria,  B.C.,  U  of  T's  communi- 
ty cops  are  now  poised  to  nab  bike 
thieves  handlebar-handed. 

In  partnership  with  Toronto's 
Police  Services,  the  Bike  Bait  pilot 
program  will  fit  a  pricey  bike  with  a 
high-tech  global  positioning  device 
somewhere  on  U  of  T's  St.  George 
campus,  in  the  hopes  acting  as  a 
deterrent  and  catching  would-be 
bike  thieves. 

"What  they  do  is  they'll  scope 
out  an  area  before  they  hit  it,  and 
then  they'll  go  and  hit  one  or  two 
bikes.  Sometimes  they  work  alone, 
sometimes  they  work  in  teams"  ex- 
plained Const.  Peter  Franchi,  of  U 
of  T  Police.  Two  or  three  bike  thefts 
are  reported  to  St.  George  campus 
police  each  week. 

You  have  to  be  at  the  right  place 
at  the  right  time"  to  catch  bike 
thieves,  said  Franchi,  the  co-ordi- 
nator  of  the  Bike  Bait  program. 

"With  the  GPS  device  we'll  be 
able  to  track  it  anywhere  it  goes. 

The  program  is  based  on  the 
same  technology  utilized  by  Victo- 


ria, B.C.  police  for  their  own  Bike 
Bait  program  that  has  been  cred- 
ited "with  a  19  per  cent  decrease 
in  bicycle  thefts  within  a  six-month 
period,"  according  to  a  news  re- 
lease by  U  of  T. 

"We  want  to  use  the  program  to 
curb  bike  theft,  but  also  hopefully 
to  catch  the  bad  guy,"  said  Franchi. 

Though  the  pilot  program  is  still 
being  assessed,  plans  are  already 
in  mind  to  take  it  up  a  gear  by  in- 
troducing the  "security  tracking  of 
office  property"  (STOP)  system  for 
bikes  in  October. 

It  is  similar  to  the  laptop  anti- 
theft  registration  system  of  the 
same  name,  in  which  a  metal  plate 
and  chemical  tattoo  are  perma- 
nently stuck  to  a  laptop  at  a  cost  to 
the  user. 

Franchi  said  that  nearly  1,700  U  of 
T  community  members  have  opted 
for  the  anti-theft  laptop  plate. 

Bike  Bait  is  also  similar  in  concept 
to  Bait  Car  programs  used  in  some 
major  cities  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada, 
where  in  some  cases,  would-be  car 
thieves  have  their  engines  cut  and 
their  doors  locked  by  police  who 
control  the  car  remotely,  as  well  as 
being  tracked  via  GPS. 


Bikechain  seeks  levy 


Adeel  Admad 


"Biking  our  way  to  a  greener  future" 
is  how  volunteer  Eliot  Callahan  de- 
scribes Bikechain,  a  student-run 
facility  dedicated  to  repairing  bicy- 
cles and  promoting  cycling  on  cam- 
pus and  at  large. 

After  a  year  in  business,  Bikechain, 
which  was  set  up  as  a  project  of  the 
university's  Sustainability  Office,  is 
asking  for  a  25-cent  levy  per  student 
to  help  with  operational  costs  and 
the  expansion  of  its  services. 

The  spare  change  from  every  stu- 
dent on  St.  George  campus,  howev- 
er, would  add  up  to  about  $16,000  a 
year  in  funding. 

A  referendum  on  the  matter  will 
be  run  by  the  Students'  Administra- 
tive Council  (SAC)  next  week,  on 
Oct.  11-13. 

Bikechain  co-ordinator  Jenny 
Greenop  admits  that  she  worries 
about  the  outcome  of  the  referen- 
dum. However,  she  said  that  Bike- 
chain not  only  has  a  need  and  jus- 
tification for  the  funding,  but  also 
has  widespread  support.  Greenop 
pointed  to  the  5,000  signatures  col- 
lected to  hold  the  referendum. 
"A  lot  of  the  money  is  going  to  be 
going  to  ...  general  facilities  main- 
tenance," Greenop  explained.  With 
the  money,  she  said,  Bikechain  can 
open  full-time,  especially  in  the 
summer,  when  many  more  people 
cycle.  Also  planned  is  hiring  a  co- 
ordinator and  mechanic  on  a  part- 
time  basis. 

Bikechain  is  based  in  the  base- 


Bikechain  founder  Carlene  Thatcher-Martin  fixes  Tovi  Heilbronni's  bike  in  the  group's 
shop,  located  in  the  basement  of  the  international  Student  Centre. 


ment  of  the  International  Student 
Centre,  at  33  St.  George  St..  The  out- 
fit moved  there  this  summer,  into  a 
larger,  more  permanent,  and  cen- 
trally located  space. 

Greenop  estimated  that  between 
10  and  30  students  use  Bikechain 
every  day,  its  services  including 
repairs  of  various  degrees  and  gen- 
eral information  about  cycling  in 
Toronto.  According  to  her,  several 
hundred  students  have  used  Bike- 
chain over  the  last  year. 
"We  would  expect  that . . .  the  num- 
bers would  expand"  with  more  fund- 
ing, said  Callahan. 

On  the  whole,  Bikechain  is  about 


"promoting  sustainable  behaviour 
[to  students] ...  for  their  whole  lives," 
according  to  Callahan.  Both  Gree- 
nop and  Callahan  strongly  disagreed 
with  the  notion  that,  on  the  whole, 
there  are  more  important  matters 
than  repairing  bicycles,  even  as  it 
concerns  the  environment. 

"If  people  can  defer  buying  a  car 
for  a  couple  of  years,"  said  Greenop, 
then  her  larger  goal  will  have  been 
reached.  With  the  clarification  that 
Bikechain  also  teaches  cyclists  to 
repair  their  own  bikes,  she  argued 
that  Bikechain  makes  cycling  a  long- 
term,  viable  mode  of  transportation 
for  those  it  serves. 


Do  you  have 

GWEEDALLERGIF"'' 


sneezing  ? 
runny,  itchy  nose  ? 
red,  watery,  itchy  eyes? 


Allied  Research  International  is  seeking  nnen  and  women 
1 18  and  older  with  ragweed  allergies  to  participate  in  a 
research  study  testing  an  investigational  oral  medication. 

Qualifying  participants  will  be  confipensated  for  participation  in  the  study 

Call:  905-629-5777  (ext.  1)  or  Toll  free:  1-888-ARI-5544 
E-mail:  volunteer@allied-resedrch.com 

Regular  hours  of  operation:  Monday  to  Friday:  9am  to  8pm 
Saturday:  9am  to  1pm 


Ailled 

Research 

International 


4520  Dixie  Rd  in  Mississauga 

2  blocks  south  of  Eglinton  Ave 
wwv/.allied-research.com 

ARI  is  a  contract  research  organ'aalion  dedicated  to  (/)e  advancement 
ol  clinical  research.  We  conduct  research  lor  both  healthy  volunteers 
and  those  with  medical  conditions. 


Jamaica  im  thc  City 

Gacat  Pood  at  Gucat  Paiccs 

For  a  rim  tastf  of  thf  isi  amds.  come  visit  i  s. 


Come  in  for  a  Beer  and  Toronto's 

BEST 

li  RK  Chicken  Wings 


Jeak  Chicken 
Vecetaaian  Dishes 
Oxtail 

ACKEE  &  SaLTFISH 

/eak  Chickem  Sandhvich 
Avocado  V  Siveet  Potato 
Sandwich  with 
Sweet  Potato  qr  JtkK  Faies 

ANP  so  MUCH  MOAE 


irO  SPAPINA  AVE.  AT  QUCCN 

MfMfMf.ACKCCTItEC.COM 

Free  Wireless  Internet  with  a  Meal  Purchase 
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NOTICE  of  REFERENDUM 


The  Students'  Administrative  Council  -  your  students' 
union  -  is  holding  a  referendum  on  the  following  question. 

Are  you  in  favour  of  an  increase  in  the  University  of  Toronto 
Environmental  Resourse  Network  (UTERN)  levy  of  25  cents  per 
session  increase  for  the  Bikechain  services  as  detailed  in  the 

preamble?  (Yes/No) 

Bikechain,  in  partnership  with  the  University  of  Toronto  Etwironmental  Resource  Network 
(UTERN)  is  seeking  consent  from  itsmembers  for  an  increase  to  the  existing  SAC  clubs 
fee.  The  proposed  increase  is  25  cents  per  session. 

Bikechain  is  a  student  initiated,  student  run,  bike-repair  facility  located  in  the  basement  of  the 
International  Student  Centre  on  the  St.  George  campus  as  well  as  at  UTM.  Bikechain  has  been  in 
operation  for  one  year  and  is  currently  seeking  sustainable  funding  so  it  can  continue  to  offer  free 
bike  repair  andworkshops  to  students. 

This  facility  aids  the  University  of  Toronto  to  be  a  greener  campus  and  makes  bike  repair  affordable  for 
students.  Macleans  and  NOW  Magazine  have  formally  recognized  Bikechain  as  a  great 
environmental  program  in  their  rankings  of  Canadian  Universities.  In  addition,  the  Bikechain  works 
to  engage  students  who  may  not  already  be  biking  -  this  funding,  therefore,  has  great  potential 

to  reach  all  students. 


With  this  levy,  Bikechain  plans  to  be  open  full-time  during  the  summer  supported  by  a  mechanic. 
Since  biking  is  somewhat  seasonal,  summer  funding  is  critical  to  offer  full  support  to  student  cyclists. 
The  funding  will  also  be  used  to  replenish  resources  such  as  grease,  lubricants,  and  other  related  materials, 
allowing  Bikechain  to  buy  new  tools  and  replace  old  or  broken  tools.  We  hope  you'll  support  our  proposal, 
which  contributes  to  the  growing  reputation  of  U  of  T  as  a  green  and  engaging  sttident  campus. 

If  the  increase  is  approved,  the  total  fee  for  the  University  of  Toronto  Environmental 

Resource  Network  and  Bikechain  would  be  50  cents  per  session  and  would  be 
charged  to  all  full  time  undergraduate  students  beginning  in  the  fall  2007  session. 

Q&A  Session  ^ 

October  4th,  4-6  pm 
Bahen  Centre  Rm  2 1 3d"  

VOTING 

October  11th  to  13th,  10-6pm 

•  Bahen  Centre  • 

•  University  College 

•  Trinity  College  -  The  Buttery 

•  Victoria  College  -  Wymilwood 

•  UTM  South  Building 

For  further  information,  contact  Elections  Committee 
c/o  Chief  Returning  Officer,  cro@sac.utoronto.ca 
12  Hart  House  Circle,  University  of  Toronto 
416-978-4911  x225 

Students'  Administrative  Council 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


« Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

•  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

•  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

«  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

•  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

•  Teacher  Placement  Service 

•  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

J  Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-924-32DI1-800-779-in9 

www.oxfordseminars.com 


U  of  T's 
accessibility 
report  card 


Adam  Morello 

iNFOGRAPHic  BY  Smita  Saxena 

Each  year,  Ontario  universities 
compile  and  submit  an  accessibility 
plan  to  the  provincial  government 
that  examines  existing  and  poten- 
tial barriers  on  campus  to  persons 
with  disabilities.  Last  year,  57  initia- 
tives were  undertaken  in  the  hopes 
of  making  the  University  of  Toronto 
more  accessible  for  all. 

These  are  some  highlights  from 
the  University's  2006  Ontarians  w^ith 
Disabilities  Acts  submission. 

•  Buildings:  One  main  area  of  focus 
has  been  the  accessibility  of  physi- 
cal facilities,  whether  it  be  buildings, 
large  classrooms,  or  exam  rooms. 
Improvements  are  underway  for 
students  with  physical  disabilities, 
as  well  as  those  with  mental  health 
issues  and  chronic  illnesses. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Universal  De- 
sign Standards  will  make  life  easier 
for  those  with  non-physical  dis- 
abilities by  providing  consistent 
lighting  levels  as  well  as  more  quiet 
spaces.  There  is  also  an  uncertainty 
as  to  the  accessibility  of  some  large 
classrooms  and  exam  spaces  to  stu- 
dents with  physical  disabilities.  In 
response  to  this,  an  on-going  evalu- 
ation is  underway  so  as  to  improve 
the  accessibility  to  both  kinds  of 
rooms. 

•  Learning  resources:  Access  to  the  in- 
ternet and  computers  seems  to  be 
an  invaluable  resource  to  students, 
but,  those  with  disabilities  have  had 
to  deal  with  several  obstacles  in 
gaining  access  to  technology.  Web- 
sites now  must  meet  an  accessibil- 
ity criteria  before  being  published 
through  the  university,  making  the 
internet  more  accessible  for  every 
student.  Lack  of  access  to  worksta- 
tions and  necessary  software  to 
meet  the  needs  of  disabled  students 
has  been  an  issue  as  well,  and  al- 
though a  feasibility  study  was  un- 
dertaken, space  and  funding  limita- 
tions have  placed  a  constraint  on 
resolving  this  issue. 

Government  funding  for  removing 
accessibility  barriers  continues  to 
be  a  limiting  factor,  according  to  the 
university.  The  university's  three  ac- 
cessibility offices  spent  nearly  $2.5 
million  last  year,  while  receiving 
only  $1.6  million  from  the  province. 


graduate  McMaster 
J-  ^  VJ.         L  University  ^ 

studies 


Jom  a  community  of  excellence,  reap  a  lifetime  of  rewards. 

Graduate  Studies  @  McMaster  University 

Take  this  opportunit)'  to  meet  widi  facuJt}',  staff  and  current  graduate 
students  and  find  out  why  McMaster  University  is  ranlced  one  of  the 
Top  100  universities  in  the  world. 

Saturday,  October  14, 2006, 1:00  -  4:30  pm 

McMaster  Univcrsit)'  Student  Centre  (Main  Floor),  McMaster  University 
1280  Main  Street  West,  Hamilton,  Ontario 
For  info:  dosena@nicniiisler.c» 
www.mcmaster.ca/graduate 
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U  of  T's  Academic  Affairs  Board 
approved  a  proposal  yesterday  for 
a  new  program  in  financial  man- 
agement at  the  Rotman  School  of 
Business.  Judging  by  the  tuition 
fee  the  school  plans  to  chcu-ge, 
though,  anyone  wishing  to  enroll 
must  already  have  personal  expe- 
rience in  handling  large  sums  of 
money. 

The  Master  of  Fincmce  (M.F.) 
degree  program  will  focus  on  cor- 
porate and  institutional  financial 
management,  which  currently 
forms  only  a  fraction  of  Rotman's 
MBA  program.  The  degree  will  be 
offered  starting  Sept.  2007,  and  the 
school  will  accept  an  initial  cohort 
of  30  students,  increasing  its  class 
size  by  ten  students  each  year  for 
the  following  three  years.  It  will 
take  20  months  to  complete. 

Tuition  fees  in  2007-2008  for  stu- 
dents entering  the  program  will 
start  at  $29,160,  and  increase  by 
eight  per  cent  each  year,  so  that 
by  2011-2012,  new  students  will  be 
shelling  out  $39,000.  According  to 
the  budget  statement  included  in 
the  proposal,  by  its  fifth  year,  the 
program  will  be  netting  Rotman  a 
net  surplus  of  $900,000  a  year. 

The  MF  degree  program  is  part 
of  U  of  T's  "graduate  expansion" 
which  will  add  another  1,000  grad- 
uate students  by  next  fall.  Part  of 
the  university's  strategy,  it  seems, 
is  the  creation  new  degree  pro- 
grams which  pay  for  themselves, 
and  charge  "market  tuition  rates." 
-BENSPURR 
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•  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

•  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

•  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

•  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

•  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

•  Free  Repeat  Policy 

•  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

«  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 
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members,  20  of  them  students.  This 
was  a  far  cry,  however,  from  what 
ASSU  had  lobbied  for.  They  wanted 
to  see  an  equal  number  of  student 
and  faculty  representatives. 

"The  administration  will  tell  you 
that  it's  unprecedented,"  said  the 
ASSU's  Ali.  "However,  you've  got  col- 
lege councils,  where  they  in  fact  have 
parity." 

At  the  council's  first  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  however,  All's  main  concern 
was  the  way  last  week's  elections  to 
the  council  were  run.  In  a  statement 
sent  to  The  Varsity  last  week,  Ali  out- 
lined three  main  concerns. 

He  said  that  first  of  all,  that  the 
whole  electoral  process  was  ex- 
tremely compressed,  taking  place  in 
the  first  three  weeks  of  school.  Sec- 
ondly, students  were  only  told  at  the 
last  minute  the  web  address  of  the 
site  where  they  could  vote  online. 
And  lastly,  there  seemed  to  be  no 
rules  on  campaigning. 

"If  a  student  organization,  like  SAC 
or  ASSU,  were  to  run  elections  that 


were  so  poorly  organized,  defined 
and  executed,  the  university  would 
step  in,  annul  the  results,  and  proba- 
bly take  control  of  our  finances,"  said 
All's  statement. 

But  just  as  he  was  about  to  voice 
these  concerns,  Ali  was  stunned  to 
be  nominated  to  be  acting  chair  of 
the  meeting. 

"It  was  pretty  spontaneous,"  he  said. 
"I  was  pretty  surprised  ...  no  one  else 
put  up  their  hand  to  nominate  any- 
body else." 

So  Ali,  sporting  a  pink  ASSU  T-shirt, 
was  soon  sitting  between  Sinervo 
and  faculty  secretary  Glenn  Loney,  at 
the  head  of  the  council  chamber's  ta- 
ble in  Simcoe  Hall.  And  despite  need- 
ing constant  prompts  and  reminders 
about  how  motions  are  moved  and 
approved,  Ali  kept  the  meeting  on 
track.  He  even  livened  up  the  pro- 
ceedings with  off-the-cuff  remarks 
between  agenda  items. 

"It's  all  good,"  he  reassured  a  coun- 
cil member  at  one  point.  "It's  all  good 
in  the  hood." 

"It  loosens  things  up,"  Ali  said  later. 
"1  think  these  meetings  are  unneces- 


sarily formal."  It  comes  naturally,  he 
asserted.  "It  isn't  planned,  usually." 

And  his  management  style  was  not 
lost  on  the  non-student  members 
present.  "The  last  [meeting]  has 
been  livelier  than  1  can  remember," 
said  Mike  Lorimer,  associate  chair  of 
the  department  of  mathematics. 

Ali  did  draw  some  criticism,  though, 
for  proceeding  to  criticize  council 
elections  while  chairing  its  meeting. 
At  a  reception  after  the  meeting,  Si- 
nervo reminded  him  that  the  chair 
ought  to  be  apolitical. 

"1  really  don't  think  that  the  position 
of  the  chair  is  an  unbiased  position 
to  begin  with,"  Ali  retorted. 

That  said,  Ali  said  he  would  not  run 
for  chair  at  the  council's  next  meet- 
ing, in  November,  when  a  full  comple- 
ment of  faculty  representatives  is 
expected.  "1  don't  want  to  break  with 
what  I  believe  in,"  he  said. 

And  he  saw  no  irony  in  having  sat 
in  the  chair's  chair. 
"I  don't  think  1  was  the  man,  1  was 
fighting  the  man,"  he  said.  "You  have 
to  note  that  1  did  break  with  the  sta- 
tus quo  at  least  twice." 
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Blacks  in  South  Africa 

Arab  citizens  of  israel 

White  minority  population  controlled  qovernment 
and  oppressed  black  majority. 
Lawmakers  segregated  Blacks  and  deprived  them 
of  equal  rights  and  opportunities. 

A  Jewish  majority  state  that  respects  pluralism. 
All  minorities,  including  the  20%  who  are  Israeli 
Arabs,  have  full  and  equal  rights,  representation 
and  protections. 

Blacks  excluded  from  central  government  and 
denied  right  to  vote  in  national  elections. 

Israeli  Arabs  are  citizens  with  full  voting  rights  and 
political  parties  and  are  elected  members  of  Israel's  J 
parliament, the  Knesset. 

Restricted  movement-blacks  could  enter  white  areas 
only  with  special  permits. 

Absolute  freedom  of  movement  all  over  Israel  for 
all  citizens. 

Strictly  segregated  residential  communities. 
Blacks  forced  into  impoverished  regions. 

Israelis  of  ail  ethnicities  and  religions  can  legally  live 
in  any  public  city  within  Israel. 

Separate  and  inferior  public  facilities  for 
non-whites,  including  buses, trains,  parks,  beaches, 
libraries,  hospitals  and  schools. 
Quality  universities  restricted  to  whites  only. 

Public  facilities  are  fully  integrated.  Arab  Israelis 
attend  Israel's  top  universities  and  are  among  the 
most  educated  people  in  the  Middle  East. 

Racist  legal  system  with  harsher  penalties  for 
Blacks.  Blacks  could  be  executed  for  raping  whites 
but  whites  could  only  be  fined  for  raping  Blacks. 

All  people  treated  equally  under  the  law. 

No  double  standard  based  on  race  or  religion. 

Palestinian  Arabs 

Blacks  had  only  token  local  governments  with  little 
power  and  no  international  recognition. 

in  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza 

Arabs  living  in  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza  are  not 
Israeli  citizens. They  elect  their  own  government, 
the  Palestinian  Authority,  which  makes  laws  and 
has  international  recognition. 

Black  activists  sought  to  end  discrimination  and 
become  equal  citizens. 

Palestinian  militants  and  the  PLO  Charter  have 
sought  to  eliminate  Israel,  the  world's  only  Jewish 
state,  through  war  and  terrorism. 

To  label  Israel  an  ''apartheid  state"  manipulates  the  truth 
and  insults  millions  of  Black  South  Africans 
who  suffered  under  a  true  Apartheid  regime.       ^eiar  i^gar  at  u  of  r 
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Commending  the  construction  chaos 


Contrary  to  what  you  might  think, 
the  construction  that  has  currently 
blocked  off  large  sections  of  St. 
George  St.  (mostly  around  Harbord) 
and  caused  the  redirection  of  many 
a  frustrated  driver  has  actually  prov- 
en to  be  a  boon  for  students. 

We  are  a  campus  of  jaywalking 
speeders  who  are  saddled  with  the 
sometimes  impossible  task  of  tra- 
versing great  distances  in  ten-minute 
intervals.  Anyone  who  has  ever  tried 
to  get  from  the  McLennan  Physical 
Labs  to  their  next  class  at  Vic  during 
rush  hour  (or  even  midday)  traffic 


►  EDITORIAL  ^ 

knows  how  difficult  a  trek  that  can 
be,  especially  for  those  of  us  who 
don't  drop  by  the  gym  as  often  as  we 
should. 

The  construction  currently  sepa- 
rating the  heart  of  campus  from  the 
outside  world  is  actually  doing  a  lot 
to  make  our  sidewalk  commute  that 
much  faster  and  safer.  It's  much  eas- 
ier to  avoid  sinkholes  and  look  out 
for  falling  debris  than  it  is  to  dart  in 
front  of  speeding  cars  and  madcap 


bikers  while  trying  to  beat  a  yellow 
light.  St.  George  has  become  a  speed- 
walker's  paradise,  with  no  traffic  to 
worry  about  and  a  wider  avenue  to 
accommodate  the  hundreds  of  stu- 
dents constantly  vying  to  gain  pole 
position  in  their  race  to  class. 

Ours  has  got  to  be  the  only  cam- 
pus where  students  are  able  to  and 
would  consider  taking  the  subway 
between  classes.  It's  often  jokingly 
remarked  that  U  of  T  students  don't 
need  a  health  club;  we  get  all  our 
walking  in  just  getting  from  build- 
ing to  building.  While  risking  one's 


life  to  make  a  history  lecture  on  time 
is  not  the  most  rational  thing  to  do, 
sometimes  it  can't  be  avoided.  Hap- 
pily, students  can  run  collision-free 
across  St.  George,  at  least  for  the 
next  little  while. 

Dearest  members  of  the  admin, 
we  admit  that  we  thought  you'd  lost 
your  mind  when  you  agreed  to  such 
significant  road  maintenance  dur- 
ing the  bustle  of  first  term,  instead 
of  getting  it  done  earlier  in  the  sum- 
mer. 

But  now  that  we  can  see  the  re- 
sults of  the  construction,  we  realize 


that  this  allowance  to  jaywalkers  is 
all  a  part  of  your  quest  to  improve 
the  student  experience.  We  can  only 
hope  that,  as  usually  happens,  the 
road  repairs  are  delayed  and  our 
thoroughfare  is  kept  clear  of  traf- 
fic during  the  winter  months,  when 
finding  a  ploughed,  ice-free  path  to 
scoot  across  is  always  a  challenge. 

Now  if  the  school  could  just  get 
those  "high-tech"  vending  machines 
in  Sid  Smith  to  accept  any  kind  of 
coins  and  stop  dispensing  the  wrong 
beverages,  then  our  happiness 
would  be  complete. 


-  LETTERS  " 


Guilty  before 
innocent 


J.P.  Antonacci 

COMMENT  EDITOR 


The  case  of  Maher  Arar,  a  Canadian  citizen  de- 
tained under  suspicion  of  terrorism  and  deported 
to  Syria,  allegations  later  proved  to  be  unfounded, 
recently  made  headlines  when  the  RCMP  apolo- 
gized for  their  mishandling  of  the  file. 

The  problem  with  how  the  Arax  saga  pro- 
gressed was  that  in  the  minds  of  Canadians  read- 
ing reports  of  the  case,  Arar  went  from  being  a 
"terrorist"  to  an  average  guy  who  was  falsely  ac- 
cused and  mistreated. 

For  a  system  that  bases  its  criminal  law  on  the 
premise  of  innocence  before  guilt,  it  is  worth  ex- 
amining how  regularly  cases  like  Arar's  occur. 
From  terror  suspects  such  as  those  arrested  in 
Toronto  over  the  summer  to  suspects  sought  in 
gang  shootings,  our  tendency  as  a  newspaper- 
reading  society  is  at  times  to  assume  guilt  and 
change  our  minds  only  if  proven  wrong  later 

Guilty  until  proven  innocent  is  no  way  to  run 
a  justice  system,  and  we  must  consider  the  role 
of  the  media — which  is  where  the  public  usually 
gets  their  information  about  criminal  cases — in 
how  suspects  are  portrayed. 

The  media  both  tries  to  correct  and  inadver- 
tently (though  sometimes  intentionally)  adds  to 
the  problem  of  the  average  reader  assuming  guilt 
before  due  process  has  taken  its  course.  News- 
papers regularly  use  words  like  "allegedly"  or 
"suspected"  when  describing  crimes  or  suspects 
as  a  way  of  reminding  readers  that,  regardless  of 
the  evidence  or  the  circumstances,  everyone  has 
the  right  to  be  considered  innocent  until  proven 
guilty 

There  are  numerous  reasons  why  the  media 
takes  pains  to  present  suspects  as  innocent  even 
in  cases  that  appear  to  be  a  slam  dunk,  when 
labeling  the  accused  as  guilty  might  sell  more 
papers.  Most  obviously,  it  is  irresponsible  jour- 
nalism to  convict  someone  in  the  media  before  a 
judge  does  in  court — jumping  the  gun  in  that  way 


shows  disrespect  for  the  legal  process  and  could 
prejudice  jurors  and  public  opinion  against  the 
accused,  or  even  against  entire  sections  of  the 
population. 

More  pragmatically,  media  outlets  are  careful 
to  avoid  libel  lawsuits  from  those  wrongfully  ac- 
cused or  inaccurately  portrayed. 

In  an  ideal  world,  readers  would  see  phrases 
like  "the  alleged  homicide"  and  process  the  fact 
that  although  someone  has  died,  it  is  unwise  to 
label  it  a  murder  unless  there  is  a  conviction  or  a 
police  investigation  declares  it  as  such. 

Unfortunately,  though  understandably,  read- 
ers (and  writers  as  well)  rely  on  common  sense 
more  than  legal  niceties  to  interpret  events.  The 
average  reader  eventually  passes  over  words 
like  "allegedly"  since  they  are  always  used  to  de- 
scribe incidents  of  crime  or  terror  In  the  minds 
of  readers,  "suspected"  can  become  "actual," 
and  "alleged"  can  mean  "he  did  it."  The  regular 
and  responsible  use  of  language  that  stresses  a 
person's  innocence  until  proven  guilty  has  ironi- 
cally desensitized  readers  to  that  very  same  legal 
principle. 

How  often  have  we  read  a  report  out  of  Afghan- 
istan in  which  "alleged  Taliban  fighters"  are  killed 
in  a  gun  battle  with  Canadian  troops?  We  all  but 
assume  that  they  are  indeed  Taliban  forces,  de- 
spite that  little  warning  word  which  reminds  us 
that  there  could  be  another  explanation,  and  that 
we  don't  know  all  the  facts. 

The  media  can  play  on  our  assumptions  as 
well;  while  reporters  might  stress  that  there  has 
not  been  a  conviction,  the  suggestive  headlines 
and  details  chosen  for  the  story  can  imply  that 
the  accused  is  guilty. 

While  it  is  frustrating  sometimes  that  nothing 
ever  seems  to  actually  happen  in  the  press,  but 
instead  is  only  "alleged"  to  have  happened,  it's 
worth  suspending  our  assumptions  about  events 
and  truly  considering  the  stories  we  read,  or  else 
we  risk  mistakenly  convicting  future  Maher  Arars 
despite  our  better  judgment. 


Bad  medicine 

Re:  The  doctor's  first  check-up,  Sept.  28 

I  am  disappointed  that  despite  all  of  Mr.  Nay- 
lor's  efforts  to  connect  with  students  he  still  re- 
fuses to  acknowledge  that  the  key  issue  facing 
students  is  high  tuition  fees.  Naylor  supports 
deregulation  of  tuition  fees,  a  position  that  re- 
flects a  failure  to  understand  the  "student  expe- 
rience" of  being  saddled  with  huge  amounts  of 
debt  upon  graduation.  Since  deregulation,  the 
government  of  Ontario  has  already  dramatical- 
ly increased  tuition,  with  some  students  paying 
eight  per  cent  more  this  year  alone.  If  Naylor 
truly  wants  to  make  life  better  for  students  at 
this  institution,  he  should  at  the  very  least  call 
for  a  tuition  freeze.  Naylor's  extensive  'class- 
room visit'  and  handshaking  campaign  did  not 
lead  him  to  the  correct  diagnosis  for  what  ails 
students  at  this  university. 

Emily  Shelton 

A  weedy  issue 

Re:  The  woman  who  knew  too  much?, 
Sept.  14 

At  present,  the  west  plot  of  the  SAC  "Food  for 
All"  garden  is  wasted  on  ornamental  plants 
that  are  inedible,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
species.  Only  some  vegetables  are  growing  in 
the  northwest  plot;  the  south  plots  were  weed- 


covered  during  the  summer  and  currently  the 
south  and  north  plots  are  bare.  When  Caroline 
Xia  was  managing  the  garden,  all  the  plots  were 
abundant  with  vegetables.  Since  SAC  hired  staff 
to  replace  Caroline,  the  garden  is  producing 
nowhere  near  as  much  as  it  did  before. 

Caroline  sacrificed  almost  eight  years,  with 
no  personal  gain,  to  ensure  that  the  garden's 
ideals  would  be  realized.  The  work  she  did 
requires  the  kind  of  knowledge,  time,  and  effort 
that  should  receive  financial  compensation. 
Caroline  made  it  known  repeatedly  that  she 
was  not  in  an  economic  or  academic  situation 
to  volunteer.  The  fair  thing  for  SAC  to  do  is  to 
give  her  an  honorarium  and  due  respect  for  her 
many  years  of  dedication,  especially  since  SAC 
hired  staff  briefly  in  the  winter  of  2005. 

The  current  situation  is  evidence  that  SAC 
does  not  care  enough  about  poverty  to  ensure 
that  the  garden's  "Food  for  All"  ideals  will 
continue.  After  Caroline,  who  will  pick  up  the 
torch? 

Sheg  Tseng 
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//QUOTABLE 

.;as«:«<ae<sK&    "What  I  am  aiming  at  is  not  just  memorizing  figures.  I  am  thrilled  by 
seeking  a  story  in  pi. "  (AP) 

-  Akira  Haraguchi  of  Japan,  who  claims  to  have  set  a  world  record 
yesterday  by  reciting  the  mathematical  constant  pi  (3.14  etc)  to  100,000 
decimal  places. 

Haraguchi,  a  psychiatric  counselor,  might  be  in  need  of  his  own  services  after 
sixteen  hours  of  nothing  but  reciting  numbers  and  eating  rice  balls.  As  for  "seek- 
ing the  story"  in  the  rather  unappetizing  numeral,  we  suggest  simply  reading  the 
novel  next  time;  Life  of  Pi  is  just  as  plodding  as  the  number  sequence,  but  it's  much 
quicker  to  get  through. 
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According  to  George 

Prez  has  final  (only)  say  in  new  torture  law 


Ewan  Dunbar 


A  scene  of  torture  from  Iraq:  U.S.  president  George  W.  Bush  can  now  define  torture  and 
rewrite  the  Geneva  Convention  to  fit  his  needs. 


An  alarmingly  large  majority  of 
American  senators  and  Congress- 
persons  voted  in  favour  of  tfie  Mili- 
tary Commissions  Act  last  week, 
sending  the  international  communi- 
ty a  chilling  message  about  Ameri- 
ca's position  on  torture.  If  this  is  the 
first  you've  heard  of  the  bill,  here's 
hoping  it  won't  be  the  last. 

Drastically  underplayed  in  the 
media  both  in  the  U.S.  and  abroad, 
the  bill  is  the  Republican  attempt  to 
solve  a  major  legal  problem  publicly 
thrown  in  the  Bush  administration's 
face  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  this 
past  June.  The  court  ruled  that  the 
Geneva  Conventions  do  indeed  ap- 
ply to  the  people  held  as  (suspect- 
ed) terrorists  in  American  military 
prisons — in  particular,  the  court 
determined  that  the  trials  for  de- 
tainees (or  "military  commissions") 
resembled  kangaroo  courts  and 
could  not  continue. 

Last  week  the  Republicans  re- 
vealed their  solution  to  these  court- 
imposed  limits:  a  law  stating  that 
the  president,  and  not  the  courts, 
would  get  to  decide  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Geneva  Conventions. 
Don't  like  the  way  you  were  interro- 
gated? Think  it  might  violate  inter- 
national law?  Sorry — the  president 
doesn't  agree. 

Coming  from  an  administration 
that  has  already  tried  to  defend 
questionable  interrogation  tech- 
niques by  producing  absurdly  nar- 


row definitions  of  torture,  this  de- 
velopment is  hardly  reassuring. 

The  move  is  also  a  slap  in  the  face 
to  the  U.S.  Constitution,  which  envi- 
sioned three  independent  branches 
of  government  (executive,  judicial, 
legislative)  that  are  supposed  to 
keep  each  other  in  check.  Thrusting 
the  interpretation  of  international 
law  into  the  hands  of  the  executive, 
the  same  branch  that  is  giving  the 
orders  to  violate  the  Convention,  is 
not  in  line  with  this  constitutional 
vision.  Neither  is  the  outright  re- 
moval of  a  detainee's  right  to  chal- 
lenge the  grounds  of  his  or  her 
detainment,  by  means  of  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus. 

A  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  de- 
signed to  allow  the  courts  (the  ju- 
dicial branch)  to  force  the  release 
of  a  person  held  illegally  by,  you 
guessed  it,  the  executive  branch. 
The  new  bill  confirms  that  anyone 
deemed  by  the  executive  to  be  an 
"alien  unlawful  enemy  combatant" 
("alien"  means  that  U.S.  citizens  can 
breathe  easy  for  the  time  being) 
can  be  held  indefinitely  with  little 
legal  recourse — except,  of  course, 
the  dubious  military  commissions 
themselves. 

Of  course,  the  constitutionality  of 
the  new  bill  is  expected  to  be  chal- 
lenged, since  it  amounts  to  little 
more  than  a  reversion  to  the  situ- 
ation before  the  Supreme  Court's 
June  decision,  with  a  note  thrown 
in  from  lawmakers  saying  that  what- 
ever the  president  says  he  wants  to 


do  is  just  fine.  But  the  mere  thought 
that  democratically  elected  repre- 
sentatives might  think  that  this  bill 
is  a  good  idea  ought  to  be  enough  to 
send  chills  down  the  spine  of  even 
the  most  casual  observer  of  Ameri- 
can politics,  as  should  the  thought 
that  they  just  might  get  away  with 
it. 

Meanwhile,  Canada  has  had  the 
means  to  detain  non-citizens  in- 
definitely with  little  legal  recourse 
since  1991,  though  public  concern 
over  the  fairness  of  these  "security 
certificates"  (government  orders 
to  deport  persons  deemed  danger- 
ous without  laying  charges  or  even 
revealing  evidence)  only  reached 
the  media  in  connection  with  de- 
tentions made  after  September  11, 
2001. 

Earlier  this  year,  our  Supreme 
Court  heard  an  appeal  from  three 
men  detained  by  security  certifi- 
cate— Mohamed  Harkat,  recently 
released  from  detention  but  now 
living  under  house  arrest  and  fac- 
ing deportation  to  Algeria;  Adil 
Charkaoui,  also  under  house  arrest; 
and  Hassan  Almrei,  a  Syrian  refugee 
who  is  still  being  held  at  the  Mill- 
haven  Penitentiary  in  Bath — chal- 
lenging the  constitutionality  of  the 
certificates. 

Like  the  new  American  legislation 
(and  the  old  American  policies),  Ca- 
nadian security  certificates  are  dra- 
conian  practices  better  left  in  the 
era  of  Louis  XIV.  Whither  Canada? 
That,  too,  must  wait  for  the  courts. 


Hart  House  Theatre  presents 
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JOHN  NEVILLE 

directs  a  company  of 
Toronto's  finest  professional  actors 
OCT  10- 12,  2006®  8pm 


Tuesday  Oct  Wfh: 

THE  PELICANv^ith  :  Hazel  Desbarats,  Anna  Hardv/ick,  Brendan  Murray,  Wenna  Shaw,  David  Storch 
THE  STRONGER  with:  Hazel  Desbarats,  Wenna  Shaw 


Wednesday  Oct  1  Uh: 

THE  DANCE  OF  DEATH  with:  John  Neville,  Francine  Volker,  Robin  Ward 


Thursday  Oct  12fh: 

THE  GHOST  SONATA  (excerpts)  with:  Keith  Dinicol,  Joe  Dinicol,  Martha  Farrell 
MISS  JULIE  excerpts  presented  by  the  Victoria  College  Drama  Society 
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AUDITIONS  for  LYSISTRATA 

directed  by  Tabby  Johnson 
Tuesday  Oct  10th 


For  LYSISTRATA  audition  info 

visit  the  Collboard  @ 
www.harthousetheatre.ca 
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VARSITY  ARTS  &  ENTERTAINMENT 


We  review  the  Nuit  that  was 


Sarah  Barmak,  Josie  Chan,  Jeremy  Greenberg, 

Khary  Mathurin,  Sumon  Mukherjee, 

Amy  Smithers  

Night  Swim  -  Trinity  Community 
Recreation  Centre 

Remember  that  camping  trip  or  vacation  when 
you  quietly  stole  out  to  a  secluded  lake  or  pool  for 
a  moonlight  dip?  How  naughty  and  clandestine  it 
felt?  Imagine  that  scene,  then  add  DJs,  lights,  life- 
guards, two  hundred  caffeine-powered,  bathing- 
suited  hipsters,  and  a  steady  procession  of  fully- 
dressed  strangers  walking  by  at  random  to  gawk 
at  your  half-nakedness,  and  you'll  have  a  pretty 
good  idea  of  what  Night  Swim  was  like. 

The  brainchild  of  Christie  Pearson,  who  co-cu- 
rated  an  art  project  involving  the  city's  wading 
pools  last  July,  the  aim  of  Night  Swim — other 
than  soaking  feet  worn  out  by  traipsing  from  ex- 
hibit to  exhibit — was  to  recreate  the  atmosphere 
of  the  ancient  Roman  baths.  And  they  did,  re- 
placing the  senators  and  togas  with  throngs  of 
indie  kids  sporting  their  swimming  duds.  Many 
lined  up  for  more  than  an  hour  to  splash  while 
being  serenaded  by  DJ  sets  from  the  blikes  of 
ambient  knob-twiddler  Tim  Hecker,  Polmo  Pol- 
po,  Keith  Fullerton  Whitman,  and  Sickness  Crew. 
Swimmers  gazed  up  at  room-length  mirrors  and 
alternated  between  warm  and  cold  pools  until  7 
a.m. 

Of  course,  getting  an  eyeful  of  sissy  work- 
out-challenged art  kids  donning  speedos  is  not 
everyone's  idea  of  a  good  time — one  green- 
faced  bather  even  confessed  that  the  sight  of  so 
much  pale  gooseflesh  was  making  him  sick.  But 
though  the  music  was  patchy  at  times,  and  most 


of  us  could  have  used  a  sit-up  or  two,  witness- 
ing a  Toronto  community  pool  being  taken  over 
by  music  and  art  made  for  a  memorable  night 
indeed.  — S.B. 

Dark  Hart  -  Hart  House,  University  of 
Toronto 

A  few  (very  slow)  steps  to  the  left  once  inside 
the  doors  of  Hart  House  led  me  to  the  Dark  For- 
est: a  room  lit  up  in  green,  and  full  of  fake  Christ- 
mas trees.  Inside  stood  a  bar  and  sandwich  sta- 
tion, as  well  as  a  few  stations  where  you  could 
view  television  sets.  The  giant,  white  "Disco 
Sauna"  was  an  interesting  idea,  but  the  tent 
overheated  the  entire  room  around  it — already 
packed  with  a  few  too  many  arty  beer  drink- 
ers making  their  rounds  on  the  Nuit  Blanche 
circuit.  In  addition  to  the  canned  sardine-style 
atmosphere,  what  had  once  been  a  wonderful 
(and  free)  sandwich  and  candy  station  had, 
by  midnight,  been  completely  decimated  with 
seven  hours  of  darkness  still  to  go.  The  Justina 
Barnicke  Gallery  also  opened  its  doors  to  the 
public.  Selected  art  from  the  Salah  J.  Bachir  Col- 
lection was  displayed  on  one  wall,  and  across 
the  room  the  same  works  were  merged  into  an 
animated,  and  entertaining,  sequence  on  a  side 
screen.  — A.S. 

Revolutionary  Song  /  Chanson  a 
Mourir  - 1171  Queen  Street  West 

In  my  favourite  installation  of  the  night,  artist 
Istvan  Kantor  took  over  what  appeared  to  be  an 
abandoned  parking  lot  and  turned  it  into  a  full- 


on  "Neoist"  rally.  A  giant  video  screen  played 
two  music  videos-"Revolutionary  Song"  had 
Kantor  singing,  with  subtitles,  about  the  Hungar- 
ian Revolution,  the  rise  of  "hippie  scum,"  and  his 
plan  to  escape  getting  a  haircut  by  causing  a  vio- 
lent uprising  in  Paris.  "Chanson,"  which  followed, 
amounted  to  a  drinking  song  about  death.  This 
was  made  all  the  more  entertaining  by  costumed 
revolutionaries  marching  around  the  lot  in  front 
of  the  screen  waving  flags,  and  burning  wood  in 
an  oil  barrel.  Plus,  you  have  to  respect  any  work 
of  art  that  includes  drunken  girls  hanging  out  on 
a  couch  supported  15  feet  in  the  air  by  a  make- 
shift stage.  — ^J.G. 

Garden  of  Light -The  Lester  B.  Pearson 
Garden  for  Peace  and  Understanding 

Vic's  "Garden  for  Peace  and  Understanding"  (a 
wonderful  place  at  any  time,  by  the  way)  was 
enchanted  for  Nuit  Blanche  with  the  addition  of 
glowing  water  lilies.  A  remarkably  calming  piece, 
Garden  of  Light  was  the  perfect  comedown  after 
hours  trying  to  wrap  one's  head  around  contem- 
porary art.  There's  really  nothing  more  simple 
and  beautiful  than  floating  water  lilies  in  a  gar- 
den built  for  peace.  — J.G. 

The  Toronto  Performance  Transit 
System  -  Various  Locations 

One  of  a  few  casualties  at  the  festival  (the  oth- 
ers being  some  performance  artists  who  just 
couldn't  keep  going  for  all  twelve  hours),  the 
TPTS  was  supposed  to  be  a  series  of  free  buses 
taking  Blanchers  from  zone  to  zone,  the  unique 


aspect  being  the  inclusion  of  performance  artists 
riding  the  buses  and  interacting  with  the  passen- 
gers. The  only  problem?  After  over  30  minutes  of 
waiting,  we  finally  gave  up,  only  to  discover  later 
in  the  night  that  the  "system"  had  inexplicably 
shut  down  early  (a  wildcat  strike,  maybe?).  Also 
worth  noting:  the  zone-to-zone  buses  that  were 
supposed  to  operate  all  night  ran  irregularly, 
and  when  waiting  for  the  OCAD  bus  at  the  desig- 
nated "Nuit  Blanche"  stop,  the  driver  drove  right 
past  me,  pulling  over  a  block  ahead,  directly  in 
front  of  one  of  the  exhibits!  Turns  out  no  one  told 
him  where  to  stop,  and  the  volunteers  who  were 
supposed  to  be  working  the  bus  stops  never 
showed  up.  Definitely  something  to  improve  on 
next  year!  — ^J.G. 

Dream  House:  Window  on  Music 

-Canadian  Music  Centre 

This  installation  was  good  for  only  one  thing: 
finding  out  where  the  Canadian  Music  Centre  is 
located  (20  St.  Joseph  Street).  While  a  printed 
summary  described  artist  David  Ogborn's  in- 
tention to  create  a  "dream-instrument,"  in  real- 
ity the  show  amounted  to  a  painfully  un-artis- 
tic  open  house  for  the  CMC.  Clips  of  music  did 
play,  but  it  was  incidental  background  noise  in 
an  otherwise  boring  office  building.  "Oooo. . .  ar- 
chives!"— ^J.G. 

Cracked,  Not  Broken  -  Camera  Bar  and 
Theatre 

Some  things  you  just  cannot  script.  This  was 
clearly  evident  while  at  filmmaker/U  of  T  profes- 
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sor  Atom  Egoyan's  Camera  Bar.  The  main  lounge 
is  separated  from  the  actual  screening  room 
by  a  sound-proofed  door,  but  1  could  follow  the 
movie,  albeit  with  no  sound,  on  a  small  screen 
at  the  bar.  The  documentary  film,  by  Paul  Per- 
rier,  follows  the  life  of  Lisa,  a  37-year-old  crack 
addict  who  turns  to  the  glamourous  world  of 
street  prostitution  to  get  her  daily  fix.  Just  as  I 
walked  in,  Lisa,  onscreen,  was  prepping  to  shoot 
up  heroin  at  3  p.m.,  and  the  music  playing  at  the 
bar  switched  to  Jack  Johnson's  "Gone  Going." 
You  just  can't  write  moments  like  that.  — J.G. 

Roy  &  Silo's  Gay  Divorce  -  Harrison 
Baths  and  Swimming  Pool 

One  of  the  most  intriguing  and  original  works 
of  the  evening,  John  Greyson  and  David  Wall's 
Gay  Divorce  turned  the  Harrison  Baths  into  an 
off-beat  narrative  about  the  amorous  adven- 
tures of  Roy  and  Silo,  two  real-life  gay  penguins 
that  live  at  New  York's  Central  Park  Zoo.  Dif- 
ferent videos  played  in  each  room  which  told 
their  amazing  tale  of  eloping  to  Niagara  Falls, 
escaping  from  a  naked  lawyer,  and  their  sub- 
sequent wedding  sponsored  by  Penguin  Books. 
The  swimming  pool  was  filled  with  50  balloon 
penguins  of  different  sizes,  which  when  lit-up 
was  quite  the  sight  to  behold.  The  only  ques- 
tion that  remains  is:  were  the  two  guys  chang- 
ing in  the  men's  room  part  of  the  exhibit,  or  just 
a  couple  of  really  embarrassed  pool  regulars? 
— J.G. 

The  Apotlieosis  of  the  Shadow  -  Bata 
Shoe  Museum,  327  Bloor  Street  West 

Interactivity  was  a  recurring  theme  at  Nuit 
Blanche,  and  Italian  innovator  Mario  Mar- 
tinelli's  Apotheosis  definitely  kept  with  the 
overarching  spirit  of  things.  A  camera  and  a 
green  screen  digitally  captured  the  shadows  of 
posing  Blanchers.  You  can  see  the  results  for 
yourself  at  www.mariomartinelli.it  (just  click 
on  "meeting")  — ^J.G. 


Four  Car  Washes  /  Four  Video 
Artists  -  Queens  Car  Wash 


Normally  a  car  wash  is  the  last  place  one 
wants  to  be  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  but 
during  Nuit  Blanche  the  Queens  Car  Wash  was 
transformed  into  a  lively  video  installation 
exhibition.  Screening  rooms  were  set  up  in 
each  stall  featuring  works  from  video  artists 
Dana  Claxton,  Sara  Diamond,  Shelley  Niro,  and 
Richard  Fung.  Although  each  artist's  work  was 
featured  in  a  different  stall,  the  examination  of 
identity  and  community  was  a  common  theme 
between  each  project.  The  mixture  of  per- 
sonal subject  matter  and  public  space  was  an 
interesting  (but  common)  concept,  and  the  re- 
sults were  definitely  mixed.  Some  of  the  videos 
focused  more  on  dialogue  and  narration  than 
visual  style  and  the  cavernous  acoustics  of 
the  car  wash  made  it  hard  to  discern  what  ex- 
actly was  being  said.  Richard  Fung's  languidly 
paced  documentary  about  his  mother  espe- 
cially suffered,  since  it  relied  heavily  on  talk- 
ing heads.  The  curators  should  have  chosen 
more  visually  dynamic  selections  to  avoid  this 
issue.  Dana  Claxton's  short  videos  were  the 
only  excellent  pieces  as  they  contained  lots  of 
interesting  and  abstract  imagery.  Her  video  "I 
Want  to  Know  Why"  was  particularly  striking 
due  to  its  deconstruction  of  mainstream  First 
Nations  iconography  and  a  voiceover  scream- 
ing about  various  injustices  inflicted  on  the 
Native  community.  — K.M. 

IVIorse  Alphabet  Soup  -  MaRS  Centre 

Quebec  artist  Diane  Landry  was  responsible 
for  the  shadowy  projections  of  various  rotat- 
ing objects  on  the  wall  outside  the  MaRS  build- 
ing. In  my  time  there,  1  saw  the  entire  alphabet 
(from  a  stencil  sheet,  I  assume),  a  baby,  a  small 
chair,  and  a  pop  bottle.  All  1  could  think  about 
while  watching  the  shadow  of  a  baby  spinning 
round  and  round  was  how  I  was  going  to  keep 
such  a  creepy  image  from  invading  my  night- 
mares. — J.G. 


Confinement  of  the  Intellect 

-Trinity-Bellwoods  Park 

This  perturbing  exhibit  from  Torontonian 
Thorn  Sokoloski  featured  68  small  tents  set 
up  inside  Trinity-Bellwoods  park,  each  con- 
taining a  scrap  of  paper,  a  cardboard  box, 
or  some  other  aspect  of  a  different  narra- 
tive about  individual  mental  patients.  While 
I  didn't  get  to  see  all  of  them,  what  I  saw  was 
depressing,  disturbing,  and  somehow  fitting 
for  six  in  the  morning  during  Nuit  Blanche. 
My  favourite  was  the  tent  that  invited  you  to 
rip  cloth  from  an  article  of  clothing  and  at- 
tach it  to  other  pieces  of  cloth  strung  up  in 
the  middle  of  the  room;  a  piece  of  paper  told 
the  story  of  a  woman  who  would  take  pieces 
of  other  people's  thrown  away  clothes  and 
sew  them  together  to  create  new  outfits  for 
herself.  — J.G. 

Fog  in  Toronto  #71624  -Philoso- 
pher's Walk 

Fog  in  Toronto  was  pretty  much  exactly  what 
it  sounds  like:  a  section  of  Philosopher's  Walk 
was  filled  with  artificial  water  fog  and  illumi- 
nated with  coloured  lights.  According  to  Jap- 
anese artist  and  creator  Fujiko  Nakaya,  the 
Fog  was  intended  to  reveal  "the  relationship 
between  artificial  and  natural,  things  and 
being."  The  aesthetic  effect  of  seeing  Philos- 
opher's Walk  covered  in  fog  was  truly  stun- 
ning. The  power  of  this  piece  was  diminished 
later  in  the  evening,  with  hundreds  of  people 
taking  in  the  spectacle,  (and  consequently  in- 
haling the  fog)  but  it  was  still  a  breathtaking 
sight  to  behold  in  its  prime.  — S.M. 

Loomings  /  To  a  Watery  Grave 

-  University  College  Quad 

Loomings  was  an  audio  installation  of  the 
first  few  minutes  of  the  classic  aquaphobia- 


inducing  film  Jaws.  It  was  intended  to  create 
a  sense  of  foreboding  before  entering  curator 
Andrew  Hunter's  second  exhibit.  To  a  Watery 
Grave.  Located  in  the  University  of  Toronto 
Art  Centre,  To  a  Watery  Grave  was  a  thought- 
ful collection  of  art  which  explored  the  dead- 
liness  of  water.  Though  Loomings  didn't  quite 
achieve  its  desired  hair-raising  effect,  To  a 
Watery  Grave  certainly  did.  — S.M. 

The  Suit  Hugs  Everyone 

Mostly,  individual  hugs  were  given  by  a  6'7" 
tall  paunchy  being  in  a  wool  suit  who  sport- 
ed the  proverbial  paper-bag-over-the-head. 
The  love  was  witnessed  by  a  semicircle  of 
about  50  at  any  one  time  with  one  video  cam- 
era filming  all  the  action.  It  was  like  visiting 
Santa  Claus  at  the  mall,  but  in  the  middle  of 
a  brick  circle  in  October.  Most  people  ap- 
proached non-threateningly  from  the  front, 
and  the  people  he  embraced  longest,  shock- 
ingly shaking  them  up  and  down  and  side  to 
side,  were  twenty-somethings.  One  elated  girl 
came  away  from  the  hugging  suit  wittily  re- 
joicing, "I  am  a  part  of  art!"  — J.C. 


Hydraulophone 

Building 


Edward  Johnson 


A  musical  performance  featuring  the  hy- 
draulophone! Water  running  through  a  tube 
is  forced  out  through  a  series  of  holes  along 
the  top,  forming  what  sonically  amounts  to 
a  keyboard.  Plugging  a  hole  with  your  finger 
causes  the  tube  to  vibrate,  and  a  microphone 
picks  up  the  pitch,  which  sounds  an  awful  lot 
like  an  electric  organ.  Chords  are  made  pos- 
sible by  plugging  multiple  holes  at  the  same 
time.  Currently  on  display  at  the  Ontario  Sci- 
ence Centre,  the  hydraulophone  was  made  to 
play  some  notatable  songs  including  "Fade 
out  Fade  out,"  "Little  Star,"  and  "Baa  Baa 
Sheople."  Video  of  this  unique  contraption  is 
(as  are  all  things)  available  for  your  procrasti- 
nation pleasure  on  youTube.  — J.G.  &  J.C. 


You  know  those  guitars  that  are  like,  double  guitars?  Ulysses  Castellanos  (above)  rocks  both  bass  and  six-string  during  Into  the  Void 
in  front  of  William  Ashley  in  Yorkville.  The  Queens  Car  Wash  (left)  was  also  transformed  for  last  week's  inaugural  Nuit  Blanche. 


HEXT  FRIDAY  [OCT.  13]  AT  8PM 

Tickets  still  avallamo  at  Ilic  Roy  THomsofi  Hall  box  offlce,  all  Tlcketmasier  outlets,  Ctiarge-By-  Plione:  416-870-8000  or  416-872-4255 
order  online  at  tidcstmaster.u .  massevtialleom  or  bbli  venRTIQD.com 

Umtt  e  t)CKCt9  tier  «cr»g.  ftil  tickets  arc  »ifi<ect  to  asOicsAic  la«cs  sns  sCffJct  snd  hanjl^flg  cnarftCE. 
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The  Varsity 


No  stopping  you  now. 


We  want  you  to  succeed,  and  ail  the  signs  say  GO. 
That's  why  we've  created  an  environment  that's 
conducive  to  personal  and  professional  growth  and 
success.  At  Ernst  &  Young,  we  offer  award-winning 
learning  tools  and  a  range  of  experiences,  so  that 
you  keep  moving  ahead-from  your  very  first  day. 
So  visit  us  on  campus,  or  at  ey.com/us/careers. 
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The  2006  Nobel  notables 

Stanford  professor  Roger  Kornberg, 
is  tfiis  year's  Nobel  Prize  winner  in 
Cliemistry  for  his  studies  of  the  mo- 
lecular basis  of  eukaryotic  transcrip- 
tion. In  2001,  he  solved  the  structure 
of  RNA  polymerase  II,  the  molecular 
machine  required  to  transfer  genet- 
ic information  encoded  in  genetic 
DNA  into  messenger  RNA  or  mRNA. 
Ultimately,  mRNA  provides  instruc- 
tions for  the  cellular  machinery  to 
make  all  the  proteins  required  for 
the  functions  of  the  cell.  Kornberg's 
structure  enabled  other  biochem- 
ists and  molecular  biologists  to  un- 
ravel details  about  the  mechanisms 
of  transcription  and  how  they  are 
regulated  by  the  cell. 

The  Nobel  Prize  for  Physiology  or 
Medicine  went  to  two  American  sci- 
entists, Andrew  Fire  and  Craig  Mello 
for  their  work  on  RNA  interference, 
"RNAi."  While  single-stranded  mRNA 
is  required  for  regular  cell  function, 
at  times,  RNA  can  also  take  on  the 
aberrant  form  of  a  double-strand. 
When  this  happens,  the  cellular  ma- 
chinery degrades  it  and  memorizes 
its  sequence  should  the  double- 
stranded  mRNA  form  again.  Hence, 
the  gene  from  which  the  double- 
stranded  mRNA  came  is  silenced. 
From  initial  studies  in  the  worm  C. 
elegans  in  1998,  Fire  and  Mello  laid 
the  groundwork  for  what  is  one  of  to- 
day's most  exciting  research  fields. 
RNAi  is  being  developed  as  a  cellu- 
lar defense  against  viruses,  cancer, 
and  cardiovascular  disease. 

The  Big  Bang  theory  may  be  old 
news,  but  a  new  Nobel  in  Physics 
went  jointly  to  two  American  scien- 
tists, John  C.  Mather  and  George  F. 
Smoot.  With  a  team  of  over  a  thou- 
sand, the  researchers  launched  the 
COBE  satellite  in  1989,  a  satellite  that 
provided  support  for  the  Big  Bang 
theory  and  marked  the  beginnings 
of  cosmology  as  a  precise  science. 
Source:  nobelprize.org 
— MANDYLOAND  SANDY  HUEN 

Heart-happy  pecans 

Adding  a  handful  of  pecans  to  your 
daily  diet  may  help  reduce  your  risk 
of  heart  disease  despite  the  pecan's 
high  levels  of  unsaturated  fat,  a  new 
study  finds.  Pecans  contain  high  lev- 
els of  gamma  tocopherol,  a  form  of 
vitamin  E  which  protects  blood  lip- 
ids from  unwanted  oxidation.  When 
"bad"  cholesterol  is  oxidized,  it  is 
more  likely  to  build  up  in  arteries  and 
result  in  heart  disease.  Blood  sam- 
ples from  23  male  and  female  par- 
ticipants— all  of  whom  were  placed 
randomly  on  either  the  American 
Heart  Association's  Step  1  diet  or  a 
pecan-enriched  version  of  the  Step 
1  diet — were  analyzed  within  four 
weeks  of  having  started  the  diet.  All 
participants  were  then  switched  to 
the  other  diet.  The  research  team 
found  that  the  pecan-enriched  di- 
ets reduced  lipid  oxidation  by  seven 
percent.  The  phytochemicals  found 
in  pecans  seemed  to  be  protective  of 
the  pecan's  high  levels  of  unsaturat- 
ed fat.  Therefore,  instead  of  increas- 
ing oxidation  in  the  body  by  eating 
more  fats,  the  pecan-enriched  diet 
showed  an  overall  reduction  in  the 
oxidation  of  lipids. 
Source:  Nutrition  Research 
— ABIGAIL  SLINGER 
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"Stop  the  plant!" 

Activists  and  citizens  gathered  for  the  first  of  the  Centre  for  Environment's  seminar  series  to 
discuss  alternatives  to  the  gas-burning  Portlands  power  plant 


MayceAI-Sukhni 

ASSOCIATE  SCIENCE  EDITOR 


Under  pressure  to  boost  energy 
production  after  the  summertime 
blackout  of  2003,  the  Ontario  gov- 
ernment sanctioned  construction 
of  a  huge  natural  gas-burning  plant 
in  the  Toronto  Portlands.  The  deci- 
sion has  set  off  protests  by  various 
groups,  including  former  City  Coun- 
cilor and  environmentalist  Marilyn 
Churley. 

As  the  first  of  the  Centre  for  En- 
vironment's 2006  Seminar  Series, 
Churley's  lecture  admonished  the 
Ontario  Government  for  not  provid- 
ing all  the  facts  on  the  project's  cost 
and  sustainability. 

"Burning  natural  gas  is  the  most 
expensive  way  to  produce  elec- 
tricity," Churley  said.  "In  addition, 
Canada's  natural  gas  supply  is  run- 
ning out;  it's  a  very  precious  com- 
modity." . 

The  Portlands  Energy  Centre  is 
advertised  as  an  efficient  source 
of  clean  energy,  producing  enough 
power  for  about  209,000  homes  on 
an  average  day  of  use.  However, 
like  other  gas  plants,  the  centre  will 
emit  significant  amounts  of  green- 
house gases  despite  operating  at  56 
per  cent  efficiency,  a  definite  step  up 
from  conventional  gas  plants  that 
operate  at  35  per  cent  efficiency. 

Churley  claimed  that  citizens 
were  told  the  plant  would  use  "com- 
bined cycle  generation"  or  cogen- 
eration — meaning  a  steam  turbine 
would  be  in  place  along  with  the 
gas  turbine,  increasing  the  amount 
of  energy  harnessed  from  burning 


gas.  They  were  also  told  solar  pan- 
els would  be  installed  at  the  plant. 

"The  next  thing  we  heard  was  that 
the  solar  panels  would  be  dropped 
and  then  that  the  cogeneration  was 
dropped,"  Churley  said. 

Churley's  main  response  to  the 
government's  warnings  of  Ontario's 
waning  power  supply  is  energy  con- 
servation. She  explains  that  con- 
servation is  cheaper,  cleaner,  and  a 
much  better  use  of  resources. 

"The  plant  isn't  needed,"  Churley 
said.  "The  energy  it  can  provide  can 
be  achieved  through  conservation 
efforts." 

However,  the  logistics  of  imple- 
menting a  massive  energy  conser- 
vation effort  to  avert  a  future  energy 
crisis  is  not  without  its  problems. 

"Obviously,  I  want  to  stop  the 
power  plant,  but  there  has  to  be 
a  reasonable  way  to  do  it,"  a  con- 
cerned activist  said. 

Pro-plant  attendees  argued  that 
natural  gas  is  one  of  the  cleanest 
forms  of  power,  far  better  than  oth- 
er electricity-generating  sources, 
such  as  coal  plants. 

"The  power  is  not  here  and  ask- 
ing people  to  conserve  energy  is  not 
easy,"  the  attendee  added. 

"If  you  accept  the  premise  that 
we  will  freeze  in  the  dark  unless  we 
build  gas  plants,  then  you  would 
be  correct  that  a  gas  plant  is  better 
than  other  options,"  said  Churley. 
"However,  I  don't  accept  that  we 
cannot  do  better." 

"It's  nothing  short  of  saving  our 
planet  for  future  generations,"  she 
said.  "I  feel  that  this  is  the  war  we 
have  to  win." 


Marilyn  Churley,  a  former  politician  and  active  environmentalist  fights  to  stop  the 
construction  of  the  Portlands  Energy  Centre,  a  gas-burning  power  plant  on  Toronto's 
waterfront. 


Deep  inside  the  proteome 


Nira  Datta 


How  is  life  constructed?  This  is  the 
question  U  of  T  professor  Mike  Tyers 
of  the  department  of  medical  genet- 
ics and  microbiology  is  attempting  to 
answer  by  unraveling  the  mysteries 
of  cellular  biology.  He's  using  an  un- 
conventional approach:  proteomics. 

For  centuries,  biological  reduction- 
ists have  studied  one  particular  gene, 
the  unit  of  heredity,  or  the  molecule 
encoded  by  a  gene,  which  is  only  a 
single  protein.  Tyers  takes  a  holistic 
scientific  approach  by  focusing  on 
the  genome,  the  entire  set  of  genes 
in  a  living  system,  and  the  proteome, 
the  myriad  of  proteins  an  organism 
needs  throughout  its  life. 

"Looking  at  the  global  properties 
of  biological  networks  [gives  you 
the]  perspective  of  being  able  to  look 
at  every  gene  or  protein  function  in 
the  cell,"  explained  Tyers.  "Conven- 
tional genetics  is  limited  in  that  it 
only  gives  you  an  idea  of  the  tips  of 
the  genetic  landscape." 

Proteins  and  genes  rarely  carry 
out  biological  processes  on  their 
own,  but  rather  overlap  with  other 
processes,  forming  a  network  of  in- 
teractions in  order  to  coordinate  a 


Mike  Tyers  recently  received  the 
McLaughlin  Medal  from  the  Royal  Soci- 
ety of  Canada,  an  award  that  recognizes 
excellence  in  medical  research. 

single  function  within  a  cell. 

Unraveling  all  the  protein  interac- 
tions in  a  living  system  is  particularly 
challenging  since  proteins,  unlike 
genes,  are  dynamic  and  change  when 
encountering  different  molecules  in 
their  environment.  When  looking  at 
whole  organisms,  the  study  of  the 
proteome  gets  even  more  complex 


as  certain  areas  have  different  con- 
centrations of  proteins  depending  on 
age  and  outside  environment. 

Mapping  global  biological  net- 
works may  have  significant  medical 
applications,  particularly  in  the  area 
of  drug  development. 

"The  concept  behind  drug  discov- 
ery in  pharmaceutical  research  is 
based  on  finding  the  'perfect'  drug, 
one  compound  that  has  perfect 
specificity  and  does  exactly  what 
you  want  it  to  do.  This  doesn't  exist 
in  biology,"  said  Tyers.  Often,  diseas- 
es are  caused  by  multiple  mutations 
in  a  number  of  genes,  so  a  drug  that 
corrects  for  only  one  of  these  muta- 
tions is  not  effective. 

Tyers  is  approaching  this  problem 
by  screening  the  effects  of  various 
chemicals  on  the  entire  genome. 
Each  chemical  will  cause — not  fix — a 
specific  mutation  in  a  gene  that  con- 
tributes to  a  particular  disease.  This 
will  allow  Tyers  to  map  a  'chemical 
network'  of  mutations  involved  in  a 
single  disease. 

"We  call  this  the  'Magic  Shotgun' 
approach.  We're  looking  for  a  magic 
shotgun,  a  combination  of  com- 
pounds that  create  mutations  which 
are  all  contributing  to  a  particular 


disease,"  explained  Tyers.  This  re- 
search will  aid  the  development  of 
more  effective  drugs  for  complex 
diseases. 

Despite  the  possibilities  proteome 
research  offers,  the  field  is  still  in  its 
infancy  where  research  tools  and 
techniques  are  involved. 

"The  technology  platform  is  still 
in  [its]  very  early  stages  [of  develop- 
ment]. It's  not  even  possible  to  take 
a  snapshot  of  the  protein  interaction 
network,  so  we  can't  follow  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  protein  interactions 
dynamically  in  an  experiment  at  this 
point." 

One  critical  piece  of  technology 
in  proteomics  is  mass  spectropho- 
tometry, an  ultra-sensitive  analytical 
method  that  can  identify  unknown 
proteins.  This  technology  has  al- 
lowed Tyers  to  carry  out  the  first  sys- 
tematic proteomic  study  published 
in  2002,  which  provided  the  first 
glimpse  into  the  global  properties  of 
protein  networks. 

"People  are  still  underestimating 
how  complicated  life  is.  We  cannot 
claim  to  understand  a  biological  sys- 
tem that  has  50  genes  in  it,  let  alone 
[that  of]  humans,  which  have  20,000 
genes,"  said  Tyers. 


12  THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  5, 2006 


VARSITY  SCIENCE 


Designing  "up" 
in  Zero  G 


Sandy  Huen 
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The  Airbus  300  Zero  G  looks  like 
any  other  airplane — except  that 
it  can  simulate  zero  gravity.  On 
a  flight  to  Bordeaux,  France  this 
week,  researchers  from  York  Uni- 
versity conducted  a  number  of 
tests  in  order  to  better  understand 
how  people  perceive  the  idea  of 
"up."  The  research  will  inform  the 
interior  design  of  the  International 
Space  Station  and  future  modules. 

"It's  an  aircraft  that  can  undergo 
periods  of  microgravity,"  said  Mi- 
chael Jenkin,  a  professor  at  York's 
faculty  of  science  and  engineering. 
"That  is,  periods  where  the  plane 
is  on  a  parabolic  arc  such  that  the 
net  acceleration  on  people  inside 
is  zero  or  close  to  zero." 

Like  going  over  a  bump  in  a  car, 
the  plane  is  designed  to  suspend 
everything  and  everyone  inside  it 
when  it  plummets.  With  a  10,000- 
foot  change  in  altitude,  the  sus- 
pension lasts  22  seconds  rather 


than  the  milliseconds  in  a  car  or  a 
roller  coaster.  At  those  moments, 
objects  inside  the  plane  get  close 
to  experiencing  zero  gravity  as  as- 
tronauts in  space  would,  termed 
"microgravity." 

"The  aircraft  holds  a  large  num- 
ber of  experiments  at  once,"  ex- 
plained Jenkin.  Most  of  these,  like 
a  10-minute  zero-gravity  surgery 
performed  last  week,  are  conduct- 
ed within  those  22-second  inter- 
vals for  the  purposes  of  bettering 
emergency  procedures  inside  the 
International  Space  Station  and 
designing  more  efficient  stations 
in  the  future. 

For  the  York  group,  experiments 
were  designed  to  understand  what 
happens  when  astronauts  are 
struck  with  "visual  re-orientation 
allusions,"  or  the  loss  of  the  sense 
of  "up." 

"On  earth,  everything  tells  you 
about  up,"  said  Jenkin.  "Gravity 
tells  you  which  way  down  is  and 
everything  opposite  is  up.  What 
happens  in  outer  space  is  that  a 


Professor  Heather  Jenkin,  a  researcher  with 
number  of  microgravity  experiments  aboard 

lot  of  those  cues  get  lost." 

The  result  is  nausea,  motion 
sickness,  and  disorientation  when 
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the  York  University  team,  participated  in  a 
Airbus  300  Zero  G. 

astronauts  enter  a  module  the 
wrong  way  up.  This  disorientation 
isn't  life  threatening  itself,  but  un- 
der emergency  conditions,  astro- 
nauts without  a  sense  of  direction 
may  not  be  exit  the  module  cor- 
rectly. 

"The  current  set  of  module  rules 
are  not  as  well  thought-out  as  they 
might  be,"  said  Jenlcin.  "One  of  the 
things  we're  looking  at  is  inform- 
ing the  next  generation  of  rules... 
the  Martha  Stewart  guide  to  inter- 
national space  stations." 

By  adding  more  visual  cues  on 
board  the  space  station,  possibly 
through  interior  design,  Jenkin's 
research  hopes  to  prevent  mo- 
ments of  disorientation  for  more 
efficient  emergency  procedures 
and  better  health  for  astronauts. 

The  experiments  also  tested 
equipment  nearly  identical  to  that 
available  on  the  space  station  in 
preparation  for  the  experiments 
on  board  planned  for  next  year. 

Testing  equipment  and  a  hu- 
man's ability  to  carry  out  complex 
procedures  in  a  microgravity  en- 
vironment is  important  if  perma- 
nent habitations  in  space  are  to 
become  a  priority. 
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Busting  skin-deep  science 

Be  cheated  by  commercial  pseudo- 
science  no  more!  Recently,  German 
researchers  have  developed  a  la- 
ser-based test  to  measure  relative 
amounts  of  collagen  and  elastin  in 
the  skin.  As  skin  ages,  collagen  de- 
generates, leading  to  the  appear- 
ance of  wrinkles  and  the  loss  of 
smoothness.  Using  this  technolo- 
gy, researchers  found  that  a  wom- 
en's skin  loses  collagen  faster  than 
men's  skin,  meaning  women  tend 
to  look  older.  The  non-invasive 
nature  of  the  technique  makes  it 
preferable  to  current  methods  of 
looking  at  skin  structure,  which 
can  involve  removing  samples  of 
tissue.  This  new  technology  may 
also  stir  a  controversy  in  the  cos- 
metics industry  since  collagen-re- 
lated claims  by  advertising  giants 
can  now  be  more  readily  tested. 
Source:  Optics  Letters 
— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 

One  giant  leap  for  plant-kind 

While  the  evolutionary  debate 
about  humans  rages  on,  the  evo- 
lution of  plants  has  largely  re- 
mained out  of  the  limelight.  How- 
ever, this  botanical  controversy  is 
by  no  means  milder  than  its  ani- 
mal counterpart.  For  centuries, 
scientists  have  produced  theory 
after  theory  explaining  the  shift 
from  early  aquatic  plants  to  land 
plants,  theories  that  often  con- 
flicted. Today,  researchers  have 
pinpointed  several  events  over 
the  evolution  of  land  plants  that 
address  these  conflicts.  An  organ- 
ism called  charophyte  algae  was 
the  plant  kingdom's  first  step  on  to 
land.  Charophytes  optimized  two 
necessities  of  life  by  colonizing 
land — sunlight  undiminished  by 
passage  through  water  and  abun- 
dant carbon  dioxide.  The  next 
step  was  a  change  in  life  cycles. 
All  plants  undergo  an  "alternation 
of  generation,"  meaning  they  live 
in  two  forms,  as  a  gametophyte 
and  a  sporopohyte.  Today,  most 
land  plants  spend  their  time  as 
sporophytes  while  simpler  plants 
spend  most  of  their  time  as  game- 
tophytes.  This  shift  was  the  sec- 
ond step  in  the  evolution  of  the 
modern  land  plant.  Why  should 
the  evolution  of  plants  matter  as 
much  as  the  evolution  of  say,  a 
chimpanzee?  With  research  today 
focusing  on  biofuels  and  medical- 
ly important  plants,  it's  as  impor- 
tant to  understand  the  biology  of 
a  plant,  as  it  is  an  animal. 
Source:  PNAS 
— S.H. 


EXPERIENCE  JAPAN 


Join  the  Japan  Exchange  and  Teaching  (JET)  Programine 

The  Government  of  Japan  invites  Canadian  university  graduates  (by  July 
2007)  to  apply  for  positions  as  Assistant  Language  I'enchcrs  or  Co  ordinators 
for  Internalional  Relations  at  schools  and  goveniment  offices  throughout 
Japan.  Renewable  one-year  contracts  begin  late  July  or  early  August  2007 
with  a  salaiy  of  3,600,000  yen  (approximately  C$35,000)  after  tax. 
Applicants  should  be  enthusiastic  about  Japan,  have  an  excellent  command 
of  the  English  language,  and  be  mentally  and  physically  prepared  for  the 
challenges  of  living  and  working  iii  a  foreign  environment 
For  detailed  information  &  to  downbad  an  application  visit: 

http://www.toronto.ca.emb-japan.go.)p 

Contact:  The  Japan  Information  Centre,  Consulate  General  of  Japan 
Tel:  (416)  363-5488  Fax:  (416)  363-6074  E-mail  access@iapancg-toronto.org 

Or  attend  an  information  session: 

Tuesday,  October  17,  2006  6:00-8;00pm  at  the  Japan  Information  Centre, 
Suite  110,  6  Garamond  Court,  Don  Mills 

Thursday,  October  26, 2006  6:00-8:00pm  at  the  Consulate  General  of  Japan 
Suite  3300  Royal  Trust  Tower,  77  King  Street  West,  Toronto 


APPLICATION  DEADLINE-  NOVEMBER  17,  2006 
BY  APPLICATION  ONLY-  RESUMES  NOT  ACCEPTED 
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York  pummels  Football  red  and  blue 


Perry  King 

ASSOCIATE  SPORTS  EDITOR 


If  U  of  T  fans  were  expecting  Football 
to  be  victorious  over  York  Saturday, 
a  game  that  seemed  within  its  reach, 
they  once  again  returned  home  dis- 
appointed. 

With  a  39-11  loss  at  the  Lions'  York 
Stadium  in  the  37th  Red  and  Blue 
Bowl,  the  Blues  (0-5)  are  more  than 
halfway  towards  the  end  of  another 
campaign  still  looking  for  their  first 
win.  This  loss  to  the  Lions  (1-4) 
lengthens  the  Blues'  winless  streak 
to  38  games.  York  has  won  the  last 
twelve  Red  and  Blue  games. 

The  good  news  is  that  two  of  the 
final  three  games  for  the  Blues  are 
being  held  at  this  season's  home 
turf,  Birchmount  Stadium  in  Scar- 
borough. The  bad  news  is  the  games 
are  against  legitimate  Ontario  Uni- 
versity Athletic  title  contenders. 
Western  (3-1)  visits  this  weekend, 
at  Laurier  (4-1)  the  next,  and  Ottawa 
(4-1)  caps  the  season  on  October 
21.  Coach  Steve  Howlett  will  sit  out 
against  Western,  as  he  serves  a  one 
game  suspension  for  unsportsman- 
like behaviour  picked  up  during  the 
York  loss. 

The  game  Saturday  had  the  Blues 
up  four  to  zero  in  the  first  quarter, 
but  the  team  could  not  quell  York's 
32-point  response.  The  only  offen- 
sive touchdown  for  the  Blues  came 
in  an  impressive  fourth-quarter  drill 
towards  the  end  of  the  game.  The 


No  shoe-string  tackle  here,  as  the  Yorit  reciever  maites  his  way  to  the  endzone  in  a  39-11  loss  for  the  Blues  Saturday. 

Coach  Steve  Howlett  (left)  gets  a  bit  too  animated  on  the  sideline,  earning  a  suspension  for  Saturday's  game  against  Western. 


score  came  via  a  quarterback  option 
from  Dave  Hamilton  with  three  min- 
utes to  go. 

"We  certainly  had  our  moments 
during  the  game,"  said  coach  Steve 
Howlett.  "Dave  really  did  have  a 
good  day  for  us.  Unfortunately,  our 
offence  couldn't  keep  up." 

As  expected,  this  Red  and  Blue 


game  was  very  emotionally  charged. 
Taking  place  on  a  dreary  afternoon, 
the  game  had  moments  of  real  emo- 
tion, including  a  last-second  scuffle 
highlighted  with  shoving. 

Hamilton  was  solid,  converting  19 
out  of  32  pass  attempts  for  194  yards 
and  not  recording  a  single  turnover. 
However,  athletic  counterpart  Mark 
Stinson  was  practically  absent  from 
the  offensive  scheme.  He  ran  for  neg- 
ative two  yards  on  three  attempts, 
and  was  second  in  receiving  with 
four  catches  for  29  yards.  The  Lions 
kept  the  Blues  to  twelve  yards  rush- 
ing in  the  second  half  of  the  game. 

"One  of  the  things  that  I  was  con- 


cerned about  was  that  we  did  not 
adjust  to  York's  defence  enough." 
Howlett  said.  "We  eventually  have 
to  deal  with  the  defences  we  see  and 
adjust  -especially  to  the  blitz." 

A  non-adjusting  offence  and  harsh 
weather  conditions  did  not  work  in 
the  favour  of  the  Blues,  as  the  team 
did  go  without  an  offensive  touch- 
down for  three  and  a  half  quarters. 

"One  of  the  biggest  things  that  I 
came  to  realize  is  that  we  were  re- 
ally too  cautious  when  the  offence 
was  moving  into  the  wind,"  Howlett 
remarked.  "The  game  was  broadcast 
live.  Once  1  was  able  to  re-watch  the 
game  and  our  performance,  I  real- 


ized that  was  the  case." 

The  Blues  also  had  trouble  con- 
taining Lions  quarterback  Bart 
Zemanek,  who  threw  for  339  yards 
and  three  TDs. 

However,  the  Blues  were  not  a 
total  wash.  Tyler  Daly  was  strong 
running  the  ball  in  place  of  injured 
running  back  Marc  Gaudett,  tallying 
75  yards,  most  of  it  in  the  first  half. 
Workhorse  Tony  Mammoliti  led  the 
receiving  corps  with  82  yards  on  six 
catches. 

Rookie  Derek  Batchelor  also 
looked  good  in  his  first  Red  and  Blue 
game,  recording  six  individual  and 
assisted  tackles  to  lead  the  Blues. 


Lacrosse  shocks  OUA 


Blues  shatter  Laurier's  spotless  season 


Kimberly  Montgomery 


In  a  Women's  Lacrosse  shocker,  U  of  T 
(2-3)  defeated  the  three-time  defend- 
ing OUA  championship  Golden  Hawks 
in  an  intense  14-13  win  at  Wilfred  Lau- 
rier Sunday. 

Unbeaten  for  two  years,  Laurier 
(4-1)  was  unable  to  contain  a  Blues 
attack  that  fought  from  start  to  finish. 
By  the  end,  U  of  T  proved  too  strong 
for  the  Hawks,  stealing  one  away  and 
shattering  Laurier's  perfect  record. 

While  being  the  second  game  of 
the  day  for  both  teams,  there  were 
no  signs  of  fatigue  on  either  side.  The 
Hawks  started  off  early,  scoring  two 
quick  goals.  But  Blue  attacker  Katie 
Godfrey  stepped  up  to  the  challenge 
and  led  the  Blues  by  retaliating  with 
three  tallies  of  her  own.  The  Blues 
ended  a  half  full  of  duelling  leading 
8-7. 

The  second  half  proved  to  be  just 
as  exciting,  as  the  Blues'  Tori  Merrill 
scored  just  27  seconds  after  the  whis- 
tle blew.  But  Laurier's  Kirsten  Gerrie 
took  the  game  into  her  own  hands, 
stinging  three  goals  past  the  Blues  de- 
fence. By  the  midway  point  of  the  half, 
the  game  was  even  at  ten  a  piece. 

A  draw  seemed  near,  as  the  seesaw 
battle  for  dominance  had  the  teams 
tied  at  13  goals  apiece  with  one  min- 
ute remaining.  But  with  23  ticks  left 
on  the  clock.  Blues  midfielder  Rose- 
mary Gibson  blew  one  by  the  Hawk 
goaltender  to  put  the  game  out  of 
reach  for  Laurier. 

Godfrey,  last  year's  OUA  League 


Women's  Lacrosse  was  all  for  one  Sun- 
day, dispatching  Laurier  14-13. 

MVP,  was  the  leading  scorer  for  the 
Blues,  ringing  in  five  goals  and  one 
assist.  Also  pacing  the  Blues  was  Jen 
Held,  who  racked  up  two  goals  while 
dishing  out  three  assists.  Rookie  net- 
minder  Cora  Mitchell  kept  Laurier's 
offence  at  bay  and  kept  the  Blues  in 
the  game. 

This  colossal  win  took  place  mere 
hours  after  U  of  T  defeated  the  West- 
ern Mustangs  16-9.  In  the  match,  the 
Blues  pulled  away  in  the  second  half 
to  take  home  a  decisive  win.  Leading 
point  scorers  for  U  of  T  were  mid- 
fielder Merril,  last  year's  OUA  Rookie 


of  the  Year,  who  scored  five  goals,  at- 
tacker Held,  who  rang  up  four  goals 
and  two  assists,  and  rookie  Yoko 
Murphy,  who  notched  four  goals  and 
an  assist. 

The  two  wins  are  a  huge  boost  for 
the  Blues. 

"These  wins  show  we  can  compete 
against  every  team  this  year,"  said 
Head  Coach  Todd  Pepper  "I  have  no- 
ticed an  improvement  in  their  game 
with  every  match." 

The  squad  looks  forward  to  meeting 
with  McGill,  McMaster  and  Queens 
next  weekend  at  McMaster's  Alumni 
Field  for  their  last  away  games  of  East- 
ern Division  play. 

Closing  their  regular  season  at 
home  with  a  double-header  on  Oc- 
tober 22,  the  Blues  face  off  against 
Guelph  at  10:00  in  the  morning  and 
play  Brock  at  4:00.  All  games  are  at 
Scarborough  Campus's  Valley  Field. 

Adding  a  new  edge  to  the  team  this 
season  has  been  the  addition  of  Alana 
Chan  to  the  coaching  staff.  Standing 
along  side  Pepper,  Chan's  knowledge 
is  based  on  game  experience.  She  has 
competed  at  two  World  Cups  repre- 
senting Canada  on  both  the  Junior 
and  Senior  National  Lacrosse  teams. 
According  to  Pepper,  the  Blues  are  ex- 
cited to  have  her  on  board. 

The  previous  weekend,  the  Blues 
suffered  three  losses  at  Kingston. 
Queen's  defeated  the  Blues  14-7  on 
September  23.  The  next  day,  Mc- 
Master dispatched  U  of  T  8-5,  before 
McGill  also  posted  a  loss  on  the 
Blues,  7-5. 


Pigskin  pick  'em 


Jonas  Siege! 

Varsity  staff 


Dallas  at 
Philadelphia 

Ladies  and 
Gentlemen, 
the  circus  rolls 
into  Philly  this 
week,  and  there's  no  mistaking  the 
main  attraction.  Embattled  Cowboys 
WR  Terrell  Owens  returns  to  Philadel- 
phia, but  teammate  Julius  Jones  will 
steal  the  show. 

Jones  stomped  over  the  Titans  last 
week,  rushing  for  122  yards.  Against 
a  soft  Eagle  run  D  (Green  Bay  RB  Ver- 
nand  Morency  went  for  99  yards  last 
week),  he  should  do  the  same  this 
week.  The  Eagles  will  likely  be  with- 
out a  running  game  themselves  as 
RB  Brian  Westbrook  continues  his  re- 
covery from  a  sore  knee.  Philadelphia 
does  have  a  record  of  3-1  this  year,  but 
against  Houston,  San  Francisco  and 
Green  Bay,  who  have  a  combined  re- 
cord of  2-10.  With  Dallas  transforming 
into  a  contender,  they  will  make  a  huge 
statement  in  this  game. 

Pittsburgh  at 
San  Diego 

The  Pittsburgh 
offence  is  in 
shambles  as 
QB  Ben  Roeth- 
lisberger  is  looking  more  like  Ryan 
Leaf  than  a  pro-bowler  (Big  Ben  has 
0  touchdowns  to  5  interceptions),  and 
his  receivers  are  dropping  passes  left 
and  right.  The  Steel  Crew  is  fresh  off  a 
bye  and  should  rebound  on  the  road  in 


San  Diego.  The  Chargers  had  a  rough 
time  last  week  in  Baltimore,  losing  a 
heartbreaker  to  the  Ravens.  Baltimore 
QB  Steve  McNair  hit  Todd  Heap  for  a 
TD  with  34  seconds  to  go,  ending  the 
undefeated  campaign  of  Phillip  Rivers 
and  company.  This  game  should  be  a 
slugfest,  with  the  Steelers  coming  out 
on  top.  The  Super  Steeler  lineback- 
ing  core  of  Joey  Porter,  James  Farrior 
and  Clark  Haggans  will  reek  havoc 
on  the  fragile  Rivers  and  their  speed 
will  cause  problems  for  RB  LaDainian 
Tomlinson. 

Baltimore  at 
Denver 

The  pre-sea- 
son  Denver 
running  back 
dilemma  Tatum  and  Mike  Bell  has 
yielded  a  definite  winner  in  Tatum.  In 
the  week  three  win  over  the  Patriots, 
T.  Bell  carried  the  ball  27  times  for  a 
whopping  123  yards,  4.6  yards  per 
carry. 

I  like  Bell's  presence  as  a  confidence 
booster  for  Broncos  QB  Jake  Plummer. 
Plummer  won't  feel  the  need  to  take 
great  risks  against  the  Ravens  D  when 
the  running  game  is  working  effec- 
tively. The  Ravens  are  3-0  and  feeling 
good,  but  as  mentioned  earlier,  they 
barely  escaped  with  a  win  last  week 
at  home  against  the  Chargers.  To  even 
stand  a  chance  this  week  in  Denver, 
they  will  have  to  get  more  out  of 
JcUTicil  Lewis,  whose  week  four  totals 
of  15  carries  for  34  yards  is  just  awful. 
Broncos  linebacking  trio  in  Ian  Gold, 
D.J.  Williams  and  Al  Wilson  offer  no 
reason  to  pick  against  them  this  week. 
Last  week:  2-1.  Season  to  date:  7-3. 
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Guelph  draw  mars  Blues'  perfect  season 


'RIVALS' -CONTINUED  FROMPGl 

take  the  pressure  off  U  of  T's  main  of- 
fensive weapon 

Yesterday,  tlie  Blues  faced  off 
against  another  nemesis,  Guelph  (4- 
1-2).  Last  year,  the  Blues  defeated 
the  Gryphons  3-1  to  take  the  OUA 
title,  and  later  squeaked  out  a  1-0  win 
against  them  to  take  the  Canadian  In- 
teruniversity  Sport  bronze  medal. 


No  revenge  was  had,  neither  was 
victory  savored,  as  the  two  adversar- 
ies drew  two  to  two. 

Guelph's  Rachel  Hornsby  was  first 
to  tally  on  the  board,  but  the  Blues 
responded  when  Kirsten  Shire  net- 
ted her  penalty  shot  with  five  minutes 
remaining  in  the  first.  But  before  the 
whistle  blew,  Guelph  scored  another 
on  Heather  Mitchell's  shot,  giving  U  of 
T  their  first  disadvantage  at  the  half. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

FACULTY  Of  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  AND  HEALTH 
COUNCIL  OF  ATHLETICS  AND  RECREATION 

NOTICE  OF  BY-ELECTION 
FALL  2006 

NOMINATIONS  ARE  NOW  OPEN 
FOR  THE  FOLLOWING  POSITIONS: 

•  I  Female  Student  Representative 

•  I  Male  Student  Representative 

All  University  of  Toronto  students  who  are  registered  on  the  St.  George 
campus  and  pay  an  Adiletic  Centre  fee  are  eligible  to  stand  for  election,  to 
nominate  candidates  and  to  vote. 

Nominations  close  on  WEDNESDAY.  OCTOBER  10  at  5  p.m.  and  elections 
will  be  held  on  TUESDAY.  OCTOBER  17  and  WEDNESDAY.  OCTOBER  18. 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  overall  Athletics  and  Recreation  policy 
including:  policy  on  facility  planning  and  rentals;  fees  and  staffing;  allocation 
of  funds  to  program  areas. 

Nomination  forms  are  available  In  the  Main  Office,  Program 

Office,  main  floor  -  Athletic  Centre  or  the 
Chief  Returning  Officer,  Room  2083,Athletic  Centre. 

Nomination  papers  must  be  filed  at  any  of  these  offices.  Nominations 
received  elsewhere  or  after  that  time  will  be  invalid. 

For  full  information,  please  contact  the 
Chief  Returning  Officer.  978-2 1 36 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ANNOUNCEMENTi 


THE  TORONTO  ART  THERAPY  INSTITUTE 

Announces  new  options  for  streamlined 
training  in  art  therapy.  Visit  www.tati.on.ca 
or  call  416-924-6221. 


SERVICE^ 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/.539-9443. 

10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  or  signup.  Just  dial  10-10-940 
before  your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on 
your  local  Bell  bill,  www.1010940.com 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  special- 
izing in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  CHM  138, 
139, 247,  ECO  220,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  WITH  SOLUTIONS  AVAIL- 
ABLE FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)-785-8898. 


Advertise  in 


theVARSlTY 


ads@thevarsity.ca 
416-946-7604 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more 
ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after 
25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD 
type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email.  DEADLINES:  For  Monday 
or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


After  regaining  their  bearings,  the 
Blues  tied  it  up  with  Samantha  Tay- 
lor's goal.  The  last  ten  minutes  were 
all  Toronto,  but  while  shot  after  shot 
singed  the  goal,  none  made  their  way 
home. 

"We  took  control  of  the  game,"  Ali 
said.  "If  we  had  a  couple  more  min- 
utes we  could  have  won." 

Hapuarachchi  said  that  while 
the  team  has  played  better,  it  still  is 


searching  for  its  first  real  competi- 
tion. 

"There  were  times  when  we  were 
a  little  scrambled,"  she  said.  "But  we 
still  haven't  had  a  true  test  yet." 

The  two  goals  against  ended  a  four- 
game  shutout  streak  for  keeper  Sarah 
Goertzen.  She  has  allowed  three  in  sbc 
games. 

While  the  tie  is  something  of  a 
blemish,  the  Blues  have  dominated 


opponents  lately.  Saturday,  the  Blues 
defeated  McGill  13-0.  In  a  double- 
header  the  week  before,  the  Blues 
dispatched  Queen's  5-0  before  doing 
away  with  Carleton  4-0.  The  weekend 
before  that,  they  goose-egged  Wa- 
terloo 3-0,  and  the  Blues  claimed  a 
5-1  victory  over  Western  to  start  the 
season. 

— Mike  Ghenu  contributed  files  to  this 
article. 


//SERVING  TO  WIN 


With  a  come-from-behind  4-3  victory  over  top-seeded  McGill,  Women's  Tennis  claimed  their  third  consecutive  OUA  title 
Monday.  Leading  the  Blues  was  Isabel  Jarosz  (above)  and  co-captain  Mashda  Sidorova.  Jarosz  hasn't  lost  an  OUA  singles 
match  in  three  years.  Read  all  about  the  Blues'  amazing  comeback  next  week. 


University  of  Ottawa 


Attend  law  school  in  Canada 
and  the  United  States 

Earn  two  degrees: 

•  an  LLB  from  the  University  of  Ottawa;  AND 

•  a  JD  from  Michigan  State  University  College  of  Law*;  OR 

•  a  JD  from  American  University  Washington  College  of  Law. 

*Pay  Canadian  tuition  for  all  four  years  when  attending 
Michigan  State  University  College  of  Law. 


nm 


u  Ottawa 

L'Universite  canadieruie 
Canada's  imiversiiy 


For  more  information  visit: 

www.commonlaw.uOttawa.ca  or 
call  61 3-562-5800,  ext.  3288 

Application  deadline:  November  1,2006 
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It's  anobrainer. 


35  bucks  for  all  this! 

(per  month,  with  Fido®  Agreement) 

>  250  weekday  minutes 

>  Unlimited  evenings  and  weekends 
from  7  p.m. 

>  Unlimited  incoming  calls 

>  100  long-distance  minutes  within  Canada 

>  Free  Call  Display 


Hurry  to  the  Student  Phones  kiosk  for  your  free  h'ttle  black  book, 
with  a  listing  of  our  favourite  local  hangouts. 


www.stuclentphones.coni 


Or  call  1  866  287-1835  to  subscribe. 


A  monthly  system  access  fee  of  $6  ?5  (noTl-flo^femmental  fee),  i  rsionthly  Oil  pmf  rqenry  vnice  fei!  (W),  f  axK.  lorai-dlstancr  and  raaminq  rharqps.  as  vwetl «  other  charijfs  are  n«  mhiwn  Fnr  infnmaf  Inti  about  fh«f  fw^  visit  fafocs  The  Motorola  i J  is  frry  tr,  n?w  customers  artirating  3 
monthiy  airtime  pariases  with  a  s-ysar  t-m  Agreem-nt  while  quantities  last.  Ihs  $35  package  with  unlimited  incoming  alls  is  available  until  October  jl,  2000  and  is  only  offered  to  fui!-tims  students  attenditig  an  eiigiiw  un iversity'collegt.  wsh  a  valid  IMC  caid.  who  opt  ^  a  Fido  Agreenne!*. 
The  250  v»eeUay  miraialhe  unlirnited  eveiings  and  weekerd's  aswell  as 

and  costs  2M  pp  minute,  fite  100  kmj  distance  minutes  appV  to  calls  made  vsithin  Canada  and  ate  billed  by  the  second  with  a  30- second  minimum  charge.  Each  additional  long-distance  minute  in  Canada  cost  301  fido  [eserves  the  right  to  change  this  ofier  as  well  as  the  pricing  at  arry  time 
without  pnoT  notice  Subject  to  l^ido's  Fair  Use  Policy  Some  conditions  apply  Fido  is  a  registered  trademart  of  fido  Solutions  inc. 
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DOWNTOWN  TORONTO  (Part  4)  By  Jason  Kieffer 


THE  WORLD'S  GREATEST  COMIC  STRIP!  By  Daniel  Kaell 


CONTINUED... 


(c)  2006  Ryan  North 
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SAVE  10%* 
ON  CAR 
INSURANCE 


AND  SPEND  IT  HERE 

At  belairdirect  you  get: 

•  a  10%*  savings  for  full-time  students 

•  a  5%  discount  when  you  purchase  your  policy 
at  belairdirect.com 

•  a  100%  chance  to  reward  yourself 

Get  a  quote  at 
belairdirect.com/students 

1  888  280-9111 


belairdirect. 


car  insurance 


?^^VARSITY 


TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  10, 2006 


Iranian 
students 


in  visa 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO'S  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SINCE  1880 


heU 


Gus  Constantinou 

SATELLITE  CAMPUS  BUREAU  CHIEF 


Mahdi  Lotfinezhad,  a  PhD  student 
in  electrical  and  computer  engi- 
neering, is  torn  between  two  loves. 

Three  years  into  his  degree,  hav- 
ing completing  a  Masters  in  Canada, 
he  must  decide  whether  to  finish  or 
go  back  to  Iran  to  be  with  his  wife. 
For  despite  repeated  applications, 
she  has  been  consistently  denied 
a  visa. 

"About  six  or  seven  months  ago 
my  wife  went  to  apply  for  a  visa. 
The  reason  we  applied  late  is  be- 
cause we  heard  bad  news  about 
visa  rejection  cases.  So  we  figure  it 
we  wait  a  bit  the  situation  will  get 
better.  But  that  turned  out  not  to  be 
true  and  it  turned  out  to  be  worse." 

The  hurdles  for  international  stu- 
dents from  Iran  were  once  limited 
to  acceptance  and  funding  for  re- 
search. They  now  include  interna- 
tional relations,  and  the  problem 
for  many  Iranian  graduate  students 
is  a  combination  of  achieving  vi- 
sas for  themselves  and  their  loved 
ones. 

Lotfinezhad  illustrates  the  case 
of  being  caught  in  a  global  diplo- 
matic struggle  that  is  seemingly 
getting  worse,  as  relations  between 
the  Iranian  government  and  the  in- 
ternational community  continue  to 
deteriorate. 

SEE  IRANIAN' -PG  5 


//KICKING  BACK  WITH  TERRY 


The  old  Monty  Pytnon  liand  was  in  town  this  weekend  to  promote  his  upcomingfiim.Tideiand,  which  hits  screens  on  Oct.  20. 
Pick  up  the  Varsity  next  week  to  read  an  interview  with  Gilliam. 


Olivia  fights  for  threatened  river 


Hayley  Morrison 

VARSITY  STAFF 


While  some  politicians  stayed  close 
to  their  ridings  this  summer,  NDP 
leaders  Jack  Layton  and  Olivia  Chow 
chose  to  take  a  voyage  far  from  home 
along  the  Nahanni  River. 

Touted  the  "Land  of  the  Midnight 
Sun,"  the  Nahanni  River  in  the  North- 
western Territories  is  said  to  be  one 
of  Canada's  best  northern  river  expe- 
ditions. It  is  a  UNESCO  World  Heri- 
tage Site. 

However,  industrial  developments 
such  as  oil  drilling,  ore  and  metal 
mining  are  slowly  creeping  in.  The 
most  urgent  threat  to  the  ecologi- 
cal integrity  of  the  Nahanni  River  is 
the  proposed  Prairie  Creek  Mine  by 
Canadian  Zinc.  It  woulri  operate  only 


32  kilometres  upstream  from  the  cur- 
rent Nahanni  park  reserve  boundary. 

The  company  recently  requested 
permission  to  reestablish  road  ac- 
cess across  the  Nahanni  watershed 
to  enable  future  mining.  The  permit 
is  currently  being  considered  by  the 
Mackenzie  Valley  Environmental  Im- 
pact Review  Board.  Geologists  worry 
that  the  ecosystem  of  the  Nahanni 
National  Park  and  the  World  Heri- 
tage will  be  affected  by  the  release  of 
sulfuric  acid  from  mining  operations 
upstream. 

The  NDP  and  the  Canadian  Parks 
and  Wilderness  Society  are  pres- 
suring the  government  to  expand 
the  Nahanni  National  Park  Reserve 
and  halt  all  industrial  activities  until 
their  impact  on  the  fragile  river  sys- 
tem can  be  measured.  On  Thursday, 


Oct.  12,  from  7-9  p.m.  at  Innis  Town 
Hall,  the  NDP  will  present  a  panel  dis- 
cussion entitled  Protect  the  Nahanni 
River:  Stop  the  Mine. 

In  a  phone  interview.  Chow  spoke 
her  mind  on  the  tricky  issue. 


What  would  you  like  to  see  the  government  do 
about  this? 

Let  me  go  after  Harper!  1  would  like  to 
see  Harper  expand  the  Nahanni  Park 

SEE  NAHANNI' -PG  2 
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Israel 
debate 
rages 
on 

Activists  aim  to  build 
South  African-style 
resistance  movement 


Sana  Ahmed 


The  Nahanni  River,  in  the  Northwest  Territories,  is  threatened  by  a  proposed  mine 


It  is  not  often  you  see  South  African, 
pro-Palestinian,  and  First  Nations  ac- 
tivists all  under  the  same  roof,  dauic- 
ing  to  the  same  tune. 

Yet,  along  with  some  labour  unions, 
they  were  just  some  of  the  groups 
present  at  this  weekend's  "South 
Africa  to  Palestine:  Building  an  Anti- 
Apartheid  Movement,"  a  controver- 
sial conference  put  on  by  the  Coali- 
tion against  Israeli  Apartheid  (CAIA). 

The  event  aimed  to  highlight  what 
some  see  as  the  "Apartheid  nature 
of  Israel,"  and  to  drum  up  support 
for  the  Boycott  Divestment  Sanction 
(BDS)  initiative,  launched  last  year, 
which  aims  to  isolate  Israel  economi- 
cally, culturally,  and  academically. 

These  views  are  anathema  to  most 
of  Canada's  Jewish  community.  Be- 
tar  Tagar,  for  instance,  a  student-run 
pro-Israel  organization,  ran  a  sizable 
ad  in  the  last  issue  of  this  newspaper 
denouncing  CAIA's  claims  and  as- 
serting that  "democratic  Israel"  was 
completely  distinct  from  Apartheid 
South  Africa. 

Before  the  conference  kick-off  on 
Friday  evening,  a  group  of  people, 
members  of  the  Jewish  Defence 
League,  according  to  CAIA  activists, 
set  up  an  informal  picket  outside  the 
venue. 

According  to  CAIA's  Navyun  Gill, 
they  shouted  sexist,  racist,  and  anti- 
Islamic  slogans.  One  CAIA  mem- 
ber had  his  glasses  broken,  while 
another  individual  had  hot  coffee 
spilled  on  him.  The  perpetrators  had 
already  left  by  the  time  security  and 
police  were  called. 

The  conference  kicked  off  with  key- 
note addresses  by  Jamal  Juma,  Salim 
Vally  and  Rafeef  Ziadah.  All  speakers 
condemned  the  so-called  "Apartheid 
Wall,"  the  barrier  that  Israel  is  build- 
ing along,  and  inside,  its  erstwhile 
border  with  the  West  Bank. 

They  also  maintained  that  a  viable 
solution  for  the  Palestine-Israel  con- 
flict will  not  emerge  until  the  disman- 
tling of  the  wall  and  the  severing  of 
Zionism  from  Israel's  state  policies. 

The  most  provocative  speech  was 
one  of  the  night  was  by  Juma.  He 
stressed  that  "racism  under  the  Jew- 
ish state  is  both  by  law  and  practice." 
This  becomes  apparent  as  forty 

SEE  APARTHEID'  -  PG  3 
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HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


6^ 

West  Entrance, 
Elevator  &  m 


Your  student  centre! 


COMMUNITY  KITCHEN 

DiwaliiA  Festival  of  Flavours 
Learn  to  cook  a  meal  and  take  home  the  leftovers. 
Oct.  1 0th  at  5:00  PM 
$5  -  Sign  up  at  the  Hall  Porters  Desk 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

Weekly  commuters  lounge  everyWednesday  in  the 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1 :30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  Explore  creative  outlets  on  campus  in 

music,  the  arts,  dance  and  more. 
Drop  in  for  coffee  &  cookies,  meet  new  people  and 

find  out  how  you  can  get  involved  on  campus. 
Same  time.  Some  place.  Unlimited  opportunities. 


$5  BUCK  LUNCH 

UofF  Women  In  Ufe  Learning  presents... 
a  Divi/ali  Lunch 
OcLllth  from  1 1:45PM  -  2:00PM 
In  the  Great  Hall 


JAZZ  @  OSCARS 
ADREAN  FARRUGIA 

Oct.  13th  at  9:00PM 
In  the  Arbor  Room.  Free!  Licensed. 
See  one  of  Toronto's  most  distinct  voices  on  the 
piano  perform  live! 


CIDER  N'  SONG 
AT  HART  HOUSE  FARM 

Saturday  Oct  1 4th 
Tickets  now  on  sale  at  the  Hall  Porters  Desk 
Early  Bird  Price:  $25  with  bus,  $20  without 
Enjoy  a  day  at  Hart  House  Farm.  Make  cider,  hike, 
play  baseball  or  soccer,  enjoy  and  musical 
entertainment  and  the  sauna. 
Lunch  and  Dinner  provided. 


For  more  Hart  House 
events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 


Mayoral  rumble 

David  Miller  squares  off  against  26  pretenders  to  his  job  at  public  debate 


Rob  Duffy 


A  fourth-year  Ryerson  student,  a 
holistic  healer  with  an  M.B.A.,  a 
woman  sporting  a  tiara  and  fairy 
wings,  and  a  young  man  in  a  red" 
cape  named  Sonic  Dave  DuMoulin 
who  filmed  the  proceedings  from 
the  stage  with  his  own  camcorder. 

It  was  an  eclectic  group  of  can- 
didates that  shared  the  stage  with 
the  frontrunners  last  Wednesday, 
when  27  of  Toronto's  38  mayoral 
candidates  took  the  stage  at  the  St. 
Lawrence  Centre,  for  the  second  in 
a  series  of  public  debates. 

Despite  their  numbers,  though, 
the  debate  focused  on  those  with 
the  biggest  public  profile:  incum- 
bent David  Miller,  councillor  Jane 
Pitfield,  and  former  Liberal  Party  of 
Canada  president  Stephen  LeDrew. 

With  the  format  consisting  of 
audience  questions  directed  at 
specific  candidates,  Miller  faced  a 
barrage  of  criticism  over  his  first 
term  in  office.  Toronto's  waterfront 
was  the  most  hotly  debated  topic, 
and  Miller  defended  his  perceived 
inaction  on  the  issue  by  reminding 
the  audience  that  "there  was  no 
business  plan  to  pay  for  any  of  the 
options  to  take  down  the  Gardiner. 
Without  a  business  plan,  it  would 
have  been  irresponsible  to  bring  it 


to  council." 

Pitfield  was  criticized  vocally 
for  her  support  of  Toronto's  pro- 
posed Portlands  Energy  Center. 
She  backed  down  before  the  bar- 
rage, claiming  that  plans  have  been 
scaled  down  due  to  the  controversy 
surrounding  the  issue. 

She  also  claimed  that  expanding 
public  transit  is  a  far  bigger  priority 
than  taking  down  the  Gardiner  Ex- 
pressway. With  respect  to  the  wa- 
terfront, she  added  that  she  plans 
to  prevent  the  construction  of  more 
high  rises,  and  that  "what  we  need 
is  a  large,  green  park." 

The  debate  reached  its  most  heat- 
ed point  on  the  issue  of  Toronto's 
budget  concerns,  with  Pitfield  criti- 
cizing Miller's  fiscal  responsibility, 
saying,  "We  are  now  $300  million 
behind,  and  we  went  $65  million  be- 
hind with  Miller." 

"You  were  the  vice-chair  of  the 
budget  committee,  you  were  the 
architect  of  the  budgets,  and  you 
voted  for  them,"  Miller  shot  back. 

The  mayor  received  the  most 
applause  of  the  night  for  his  com- 
ments on  gun  violence.  He  stressed 
the  partnerships  he  has  built  with 
the  city's  lower-income  areas,  cit- 
ing the  1,000  given  jobs  created  this 
year  for  people  in  poor  neighbour- 
hoods. 


Miller  closed  his  comments  on 
gun  violence  with  a  zero-tolerance 
approach. 

"Handguns  and  semi-automatic 
weapons  have  no  place  in  this  city," 
he  said.  "And  it's  time  the  federal 
government  simply  banned  them." 

The  issue  of  party  politics  also 
surfaced,  with  LeDrew  being  criti- 
cized for  his  obvious  connection  to 
the  Liberal  party.  Pitfield  used  this 
opportunity  to  take  a  swipe  at  Mill- 
er's connection  to  the  NDP. 

"I  believe  party  politics  do  not 
belong  at  City  Hall.  Stephen  Harper 
doesn't  want  to  meet  with  him,"  Pit- 
field  said. 

Despite  their  relative  anonym- 
ity, the  other  candidates  were  de- 
termined not  be  ignored,  and  they 
each  were  given  time  to  present 
their  views  of  the  future  of  the  city, 
providing  both  idealistic  visions  of 
Toronto  as  well  as  comic  relief. 

When  a  question  was  put  forth  to 
every  candidate  asking  how  they 
would  spend  an  extra  million  dol- 
lars to  help  the  city.  Miller  respond- 
ed with  "youth"  and  Pitfield  with 
"trees."  While  the  communist  can- 
didate, Joseph  Young,  said  he  would 
put  the  money  toward  unions,  other 
answers  included  "anti-disestab- 
lishmentarianism"  and  "I  have  no 
idea." 
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boundaries  to  cover  the  complete 
watershed.  If  you  don't  protect  the 
entire  river  area  it  will  get  degraded 
regardless.  I  have  just  introduced 
two  motions  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, one  to  protect  the  Nahanni, 
the  other  for  withdrawal  from  the 
area  for  staking. 

This  is  not  just  a  Chow  campaign 
or  Toronto  campaign  but  about  sup- 
porting the  Decho  people  who  have 
been  in  the  area  from  the  beginning. 

What  other  polices  would  like  to  see  in  place 


to  safeguard  the  area? 

There  should  be  a  comprehensive 
resource  management  plan.  There 
should  be  a  temporary  withdrawal 
of  any  third  party  plans  in  order  to 
investigate  where  the  minerals  and 
the  most  ecologically  sensitive  areas 
are  before  the  government  decides 
which  areas  could  be  mined. 

Did  you  see  any  effects  of  degradation  when 
you  took  your  trip? 

On  the  first  day  it  was  really  eerie, 
there  was  a  huge  forest  fire,  the  sky 


was  completely  red  and  it  was  rain- 
ing ash.  The  forest  fire  demonstrated 
the  impact  of  climate  change  upfront. 
There  was  also  some  huge  flooding 
which  forecasted  the  effects  of  global 
warming,  and  the  locals  folks  told  me 
it's  the  worst  they  have  ever  seen. 

What  is  the  most  worrisome  issue  to  you  in 
terms  of  possible  environment  costs  if  mining 
operations  go  forward? 

Well  the  issue  is  not  just  about  the 
Nahanni  River.  It's  about  oil  interests 
and  leaving  a  greener  future  for  Ca- 
nadians. So  the  issue  is  really  about 
human  consumption  and  changing 
our  policies  to  prevent  further  deg- 
radation. Although  the  Decho  people 
are  tempted  for  the  sake  of  economic 
survival  to  buy  into  the  big  compa- 
nies, they  also  know  the  environ- 
ment is  at  risk. 


the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


The  2006  S.D.Clark  Memorial  Lecture  in  Sociology 

The  Internet  in  Everyday  Life 


Barry  Well  man 

S.  D.  Clark  Chair  in  Sociology,  Department  of 
Sociology,  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 
University  of  Toronto 


Tuesday,  October  24, 2006 
7  pm 

George  tgnatieff  Theatre 
15  Devonshire  Place 
FieeAdmhsion  •  General  Seating 


FACULIY 
■'/AKISSf 
SCIENCE 

IJNIVF.kSm' 
./  lOKdNIO 


Visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca  or  call  946  5937 
for  more  lr\formation. 

Presented  by  the  Department  of  Sociolog>'  and  the  Facultj'  of  An,s 
and  Science.  University  of  Toronto 
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Thai  Boxing  Academy 

•  Adult  and  Kids  Classes 

•  Personal  Training 

•  Weight  Facility 

•  Champion  Instructors 

416-781-3775 
www.houseofmuaythai.coni 
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Conference-goers  took  in  a 
cultural  event  at  the  Cecil 
Community  Centre  this  weekend 
(left) .  (top  and  bottom):  flags 
on  the  walls  of  the  community 
centre  stress  the  connection 
between  the  South  African  and 
Palestinian  struggles,  (right): 
One  audience  member's  button. 
"I  made  it  myself,"  its  wearer 
said. 


Boycott  and 
divestment  primer 

Along  with  171  Palestinian  civil-society  or- 
!;  ganizations,  BDS  was  launched  as  an  initia- 
tive in  July  2005.  It  calls  the  "international 
Uommunity  to  implement  a  comprehensive 
i  boycott,  divestment  and  sanctions  (BDS) 
i;  strategy  against  Israel.  This  includes: 


Economic  boycotts:  The  initiative  calls 
for  consumers  and  retailers  to  boycott  prod- 
ucts manufactured  in  Israel,  whose  barcode 
begins  with  the  digits  "7290." 

Academic  boycotts:  it  calls  on  students 
and  researchers  to  spurn  joint  academic 
research  projects  with  Israeli  institutions, 
to  refuse  to  contribute  research  to  Israeli 
publications,  and  to  avoid  conferences 


sponsored,  hosted  by,  or  involving  Israeli 
institutions. 

Cultural  boycotts:  it  calls  on  artists  to 
refuse  to  perform  in  Israel,  and  to  refuse 
distribution  rights  to  Israeli  companies. 

Sports  boycotts:  it  encourages  nations 
to  prevent  the  participation  of  Israeli  teams 
in  international  sporting  events. 
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Palestinian  villages  operate  wittiout 
infrastructure,  he  said.  And  espe- 
cially after  the  building  of  the  wall, 
the  right  of  Palestinian  children  to 
get  educated  has  become  even  more 
challenging,  Juma'  said. 

Vally,  a  former  member  of  the 
South  African  Student's  Movement 
(an  organization  which  played  a  cru- 
cial role  in  the  Soweto  Uprising  of 
1976)  drew  parallels  with  the  white 
Apartheid  government  of  South  Af- 
rica and  the  current  nature  of  the 
Israeli  state. 

He  outlined  that  a  two-state  solu- 
tion would  not  be  a  feasible  idea  both 
Muslims  and  Jews.  Instead,  he  pro- 
posed the  idea  of  Jews,  Arabs  and 
Christians  living  in  a  secular  state. 
At  frequent  intervals,  Vally  also  took 
the  initiative  into  making  the  audi- 
ence chant  slogans  such  as  "Free  free 
Palestine."  Vally  ended  his  speech  by 
stating  that  the  Palestinians  need  the 
support  of  the  "other  superpower, 
the  citizens  of  the  world." 

The  final  speaker  of  the  night 
Rafeef  Ziadah,  said  that  Canadians 
must  stop  viewing  their  government 
as  neutral  and  peace-loving.  "Canada 
is  not  neutral,"  Ziadah  said. 

Friday  night's  speeches,  however, 
left  Hero  Azar,  a  U  of  T  student  in  the 
audience,  somewhat  non-plussed. 

"While  it  was  an  inspirational  event, 
what  it  did  not  do  was  tell  you  where 
to  go  next.  As  a  student,  citizen,  or 
whatever,  I  would  like  some  kind  of 
direction.  The  event  lacked  a  clear 
initiative  in  helping  those  who  want 
direct  action.  If  we  want  to  hit  'em 
where  it  hurts,  then  guide  us." 


The  Varsit/s  2006-2007 
Lecture  Series 

presents  a  neat  talk  by  prolific 
Toronto  arts  and  lifestyle  journalist 
(Globe Books,  Flam,  Chatelaine, 

National  Post,  Toronto  Ufe) 


Nathalie  Atkinson 

Why  I  Hate  Freebies: 
Making  it  as  a 
Freelancer" 


Wednesday,  October  11  at  6:00  p.m. 
Sidney  Smitti,  Room  2115 

Q&A  to  follow.  Light  refreshments 
will  be  served. 

Another  free  event  brought  to  you  by 
U  of  T's  unofficial  journalism  school, 

The  Varsity^. 
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WANTED: 
New  grads  eager 
for  a  challenge! 
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ROGERS 

Your  World  Right  Now 


J 


tfop  10  ^ 

JealTrax'"  ring  tm^s 

Week  of  October  2  \ 

1.     Bossy  0 

■  Kelts  (feat.  Too  Short)  rrj., 

■  2.     Chain  Hang  Low  (Kids) 

•  Jibbs 

3.  1  Knovi  You  See  It  (A  Cappella) 

■  Yung  Joe  ,  *  i 

4.  Lips  of  an  Angel  ;  ' 

-  Hinder 

5/  London  Bridge  (Chorus) 

^     '      4-  Fergie 

% Money  Maker  (Pharreli  Chorus) 
•  Lud3ais  (feat  Pharrell)       ^  Xi 
»  Ring  the  Alarm  ^ 

#  (    -  Beyonce 

Say  Goodbye  ^ 

a^^,       -  Ashlei  Simpson  . 

Sexy  Back 

'  ^       -  Justin  nmberlake 

'%    Shoulder  Lean  (feat.  T.i.) 

-  Young  Oro 

fert  "PLAY"  to  4200  on  your  Rogers  wiretes 
phor>e  to  dov/nioad  ycurfavourrte  frng  tune  tooay. 


Enter  to  WIN  a  trip  to  the  2006 

Billboard® Music  Awards  in  Las  Vegas! 

•  Text  BILLBOARD 'u  SS')  i  !r,.»» 
phone  to  get  started!  ^ 


Broyght  to  you  by  Rogers  Wireiess._ 
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University  College 

Book  Sale 

2006 

University  of  Toronto 
15  King's  College  Circle 

Friday,  Oct  13 

12  to  8  pm 

$3  admission 
Students  free  with  ID* 

Saturday,  Oct  14 

10  am  to  6  pm 

Sunday,  Oct  15 

12  noon  to  8  pm 

Monday,  Oct  16 

12  noon  to  8  pm 

Tuesday,  Oct  17 

12  noon  to  6  pm 

*Free  admission  -  Sat-Tues 

Credit  cards,  inierac  and  cheques  accepted 

The  BookRoom 

Visit  our  BookRoom  all  year  round 
UC  Cloisters.  Room  BlOl. 
Mon.  and  Fri.,  12  noon  to  4  pm, 
Tues,  Wed,  Thurs,  1 1  am  to  6  pm 

Proceeds  support  the  UC  library 
and  students 
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Rising  Up! 


portj  on  Social  Movements 

dit 


&  Defending  Medicare 


/erne 

icf/c 


Maude  Barlow  Naomi  Kiein 

National  Ctiaii  person  Journalist  and  Auttror 
Council  of  Canadians 


Ana  Gladys    Natalie  Mehra 

F I  Salvadorean  niiof.tnr 
Citizens'  Network    Ontario  Health  Coalition 

Moderated  by  Dora  Jeffries 

Ontario  Health  Coalition  co  chair 


Fri.  December  1 

7  pm 

St.  Andrew's  Church 

across  from  Roy  Thompson  Hall 
at  King  &  Simcoe  Sts, 


Tickets  available  at; 

Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  73  Harbord  St 
Another  Story  Bookshop,  315  Roncesvalles 
Awakenings,  744  Danfoftti  Ave 
Pages  Books  &  Magazines,  256  Queen  St  W 
or  at  the  Ontario  Health  Coalition  office, 
or  by  mailing  a  request  for  tickets  with  your 
return  address  and  a  cheque  or  money 
order  to: 

Ontario  Health  Coalition, 

15  Gervais  Dr.,  Suite  304,  Toronto, 

ON  M3C1Y8tel:  416-441-2502 

no  credit  cards  accepted. 


Ontario  Health  Coalition 


//CRIME  REPORT:  SEPT.  16  -  OCT.  6 


Crime  legend 


Firearms,  tampons  and  lawn  damage 
(oh  my!) 

Seventy-seven  incidents  were  formally  reported  to 
the  University  of  Toronto  Police  in  the  previous  three 
weeks.  The  majority  of  the  responses  dealt  with 
thefts  (32),  and  suspicious  circumstances  or  inci- 
dents of  mischief  (21).  Only  three  bicycles  were  sto- 
len in  this  time  period,  setting  bike  theft  at  the  lowest 
levels  recorded  in  the  previous  three  months. 

Three  assaults  occurred  on  campus  in  the  previ- 
ous weeks;  one  altercation  between  five  males  at  Sid- 
ney Smith  on  September  30,  one  at  396  Huron  Street 
on  September  22,  after  a  complainant  asked  a  noisy 
group  to  leave,  and  one  outside  the  OlSE  building  on 
October  6.  The  latter  broke  out  in  the  midst  of  a  pro- 
test against  the  discussion  event  South  Africa  to  Pal- 
estine: Building  an  Anti-Apartheid  Movement. 

A  number  of  unclassifiable  incidents  of  note  oc- 


computer 
stolen 


personal 
property 
stolen 

student 

A sent  to 
hospital 
l.woci  after 

drinking 
too  much 


curred  in  the  past  three  weeks.  On  October  6,  a  sus- 
pect was  visited  by  UTPS  after  allegedly  attempting 
to  sublet  his  or  her  residence  room  at  35  Charles 
St.  W.  Toronto's  inaugural  night-long  art  event,  Nuit 
Blanche,  also  stirred  up  trouble  on  September  30th; 
one  patron  was  given  a  ticket  for  "liquor  acts,"  and 
removed  from  the  Leslie  Dan  Pharmacy  building.  An- 
other incident  during  the  evening  is  cited  by  police 
as  "extensive  damage  to  grass"  on  the  Philosopher's 
Walk.  This  mysterious  incident  was  known  to  Nuit 
Blanchers  as  Fog  #71624. 

Earlier  in  the  month,  at  the  Social  Work  building 
on  Bloor,  a  man  was  seen  breaking  the  tampon  dis- 
penser in  the  women's  washroom.  He  was  last  seen 
running  toward  the  east  side  of  the  building,  but  was 
not  apprehended.  Finally,  in  a  case  of  fraud,  an  indi- 
vidual was  caught  using  a  false  name  to  sell  firearms 
on  the  internet  in  the  Edward  Dental  building. 
-AMY  SMITHERS 


%Jf  mm  mm  ^  8  ■  ■  W I  IbnB 

UMDERGRADUATE  STUDEI^TS 

Would  you  like  to  OPT-OUT  of 
your  SAC  Health  and  Dental  Plans? 

%  If  you  alieady  have  extended  tiealth  coverage,  you  can  opt-out 
and  receive  a  refund  (proof  required  -  check  your  alternative 
coverage,  including  expiry). 

»  Anyone  can  opt-out  of  dental  coverage. 

►  Applications  are  accepted  only  at  the  beginning  of  your  first 
eligible  term: 

•  Starting  in  September  2006:  Opt  out  from  September  1 1  to  October  20 

•  Starting  in  January  2007:  Opt-out  from  January  0  to  F  ebruary  9 

►  Electronic  opt-out  at  www.heath.ca/students  or  manual  forms 
available  at  www.sac.utoronto.ca  or  at  any  SAC  office. 

%  Refund  cheques  arrive  in  early  IVlarch. 

DEADLiislE:  OCTOBER  20tii 

Ouestion-Vproblwns/eheques  not  reocivort  contact  the  SAC  Heatth  Plan  Admini'strator: 
h«althd!Csac.utoronto-ca  or  (416)  976-491 1  (Include  spfttling  of  namfi  and  studfint 
number  in  messa$)e}. 


students'admmistrativecosineii 
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//NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


McGill  edges  out  U  of  Tin 
university  'world  league 
table' 

Not  only  do  your  university  friends 
in  Montreal  have  more  cracking 
good  times  than  you  here  in  To- 
ronto, their  school  may  be  better 
rated,  too. 

At  #21,  McGill  University  was 
the  highest  ranked  Canadian  uni- 
versity in  the  latest  yearly  THES- 
QS  survey  of  the  world's  top  200 
universities,  which  appeared  in 
the  Times  Higher  Education  Supple- 
ment (THES)  last  week. 

McGill  climbed  three  places  in 
the  rankings  from  last  year,  while 
U  of  T  went  up  only  two,  to  #27. 
The  University  of  British  Columbia 
was  next,  at  #50,  the  University  of 
Alberta  came  in  at  #133,  McMaster 
was  on  #155,  and  Queen's  made  its 
top  200  debut  at  #176, 

The  U.S.  boasted  the  most  insti- 


tutions on  the  chart,  with  55,  in- 
cluding 11  in  the  top  20.  European 
countries  combined  for  65,  with 
the  U.K.,  Germany,  and  France 
leading  the  way  with  29,  11,  and 
seven  institutions  respectively. 
Asia  had  28  schools  on  the  list,  and 
Australia  13. 

THES-QS,  the  survey's  makers, 
consider  research  and  citations 
per  faculty  member,  the  number  of 
international  faculty  and  students, 
and  teaching  teaching  quality  in 
establishing  their  rankings.  And 
their  hit  list  is  certainly  the  most 
watched  among  administrators. 

In  February,  for  instance,  the 
Financial  Times  quoted  the  chan- 
cellor of  Oxford  fretting  about  the 
need  to  stay  ahead  of  America's 
Ivy  League  in  the  THES-QS  "world 
league  table."  Perhaps  the  chan- 
cellor's worries  were  heeded — 
Oxford  surpassed  MIT  this  year, 
climbing  to  #3. 
-MIKEGHENU 


■IRANIAN'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

Yaser  Kerachian,  another  PhD 
engineering  student  at  U  of  T,  ex- 
plained that  student  visas  can 
normally  be  issued  on  a  four-year 
basis,  provided  that  requirements 
are  met.  But  for  many  Iranian  and 
Middle  Eastern  students,  the  four- 
year  visa  has  been  replaced  with  a 
visa  that  calls  for  annual  renewal, 
annual  reapplication,  and  an  an- 
nual cost  of  about  $100. 

As  a  result,  Iranian  students 
studying  in  Canada  have  banded 
together  to  attempt  to  address  con- 
cerns incoming  overseas  students 
might  have.  By  establishing  an  on- 
line group,  potential  students  in 
Iran  can  contact  current  students 
in  Canada  and  assess  the  visa  situ- 
ation themselves. 

"Between  July  and  August  we 
had  between  20-30  emails  a  day, 
asking  us  questions  about  how  to 
deal  with  this  situation,"  Kerachian 
said. 

The  visa  rejection  problem  is 
not  limited  to  U  of  T,  either.  The 
number  of  Iranian  students  attend- 
ing Canadian  universities  is  falling 
elsewhere  as  well.  According  to  a 
recent  report  in  the  Windsor  Star, 
the  University  of  Windsor  now  has 
eight  Iranian  students  where  there 
were  20.  Dalhousie  University  had 
12  Iranian  students  denied  entry 
into  the  country. 

Calls  seeking  comment  from  the 
University  of  Toronto's  Internation- 
al Student  Center,  the  Iranian  em- 
bassy in  Ottawa,  and  the  Iran  desk 
at  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs 
were  not  returned  by  deadline.  The 
conclusion  that  many  Iranian  na- 
tionals seeking  graduate  degrees 
in  Canada  such  as  Kerachian  have 


unfortunately  come  to,  is  that  visa 
rejection  is  a  systemic  problem. 

The  deteriorating  situation  has 
been  Canada's  relations  with  Iran. 
The  dispute  over  Iran's  nuclear 
policy  and  confrontational  posture 
with  the  international  community 
is  but  a  recent  episode  in  a  series 
of  problems. 

The  shaky  relations  between  the 
states  were  severely  strained  after 
Iranian-Canadian  photojournalist 
Zahra  Kazemi  was  apparently  tor- 
tured, raped,  and  killed  in  an  Ira- 
nian prison  in  2003.  The  Canadian 
government  considers  her  death  to 
have  been  a  murder. 

"Rates  of  rejection  began  to  ex- 
ponentially increase  almost  a  year 
and  a  half  ago  and  they  are  getting 
worse.  After  Zahra  Kazemi's  case, 
this  increased  this  rejection  rate, 
especially  for  spouses.  I  think  that, 
of  course  this  is  more  a  political  is- 
sue," said  Lotfinezhad. 

The  situation  spiraled  downward 
further  after  Iranian-Canadian  and 
former  U  of  T  professor  Ramin  Ja- 
hanbegloo  was  imprisoned  in  Iran 
on  allegations  of  "relations  with 
foreigners"  and  espionage.  He  was 
detained  Tehran's  infamous  Evin 
prison,  as  Kazemi  had  been,  but 
was  released  in  late  August  with 
some  pessimism  as  to  his  future 
status. 

For  Lotfinezhad,  though,  there 
may  be  one  way  out  of  the  dilem- 
ma— moving  south. 

"1  have  a  friend  who  studied  here 
for  three  years.  He  tried  two  or 
three  times  and  he  couldn't  bring 
his  wife  here.  So  he  decided  to  do  a 
wise  thing  and  apply  to  a  US  univer- 
sity. So  he  got  admitted  and  now  he 
and  his  wife  are  enjoying  a  new  life 
in  the  US,"  he  said. 


The  Friends  of  the  Library,  Trinity  College 

31  St  Annual  Book  Sale 

October  20-24, 2006 

Friday  October  20: 6  pm-10  pm 

{Admission  $5) 
Saturday  October  21:  10  pm-8pm 
Sunday  October  22:  noon  -  8pm 
Monday  October  23: 10  pm-8pm 
Tuesday  October  24: 10  pm-8pm 

(no  admission  charge  Sat-Tues) 

cash  •  cheque  ■  debit  ■  Amex  •  Mastercard  •  V 
6  Hoskin  Avenue,  upstairs  in  Seeley  Hall 

Museum,  St  George  Subway,  or  Wellesley  Bus  94  to  the  door 
41 6  •  978  •  6750  www.trinity.utoronto.ca/library/booksale 


Toronto^s  Largest  Selection  of 
Halloween  Costumes  and  Accessories 

Retail  Department: 

Sexy  costumes  from  Leg  Avenue,  Forploy,  Coquette  &  Playboy 
Official  Licensed  Superhero  costumes  including  Darth  Voder,  Supemon, 
Batman,  Ghost  Rider  and  V  for  Vendetta. 
Special  FX  makeup  and  prosthetic,  wigs,  masks  and  accessories. 

Rental  Department: 

Stage  quality  theatrical  costumes  including  Authentic  Pirates, 
Baroque  Gowns  &  Suits,  Con-Can  Dresses,  Flappers,  Zoot  Suits, 
Knights,  70's  Disco,  plus  mony  morel 

Rent  your  costume  today  and  keep  it  until  Nov.  1st 

**  Some  exceptions  apply 

Malabar 

14  McCaul  St.  Toronto  415-598-2581 

Just  north  of  Queen,  2  blocks  west  of  University 
Shop  online  @  www.store.malabar.net 


The  Institute  for  Contemporary  Culture  at  the  ROM  invites  you  to  celebrate  Cuba  Today 
with  a  week-long  Cuban  Film  Festival  featuring  contemporary  and  classic  films. 

Cuban  Cinema: 

"he  Many  Layers  of  Reality 

in  Cuba  _  


Film  Schedule: 


October  1 5 
October  1 6 
October  1 7 
October  1 8 
October  1 9 
October  20, 


Memories  of  Underdevelopment  ( 1 968 )       _  1 

Directed  by  Tomas  Gutierrez  Alea  ] 

Strawberry  and  Chocolate  { 1 994 )  ] 

Directed  by  Tomas  Gutierrez  Alea  and  Juan  Carlos  Tabio  } 

Guontanamera  ( 1 995 )  , 

Directed  by  Tomas  Gutierrez  Alea  and  Juan  Carlos  Tabio  i 

Vampires  in  Havana  ( 1985) 

Directed  by  Juan  Padron  j 

Suite  Habana  [2003]  ] 

Directed  by  Fernando  Perez  i 

Three  Times  Two  (2004)  | 

Directed  by  Esteban  Garcia  Insausti,  Pavel  Giroud  and  tester  hiamlet  \ 


All  film.-,  begin  at  7  PM  daily  in  the  Signy  and  Cleophio  foton  Theatre. 
Admission  lo  Film  Festival  is  FREE.  All  films  are  in  Spanisli  with  English  subtitles. 

Pleose  visit  wvw.rom.on.ca/about/icc  for  more  details. 


■■aMiH  Royal  Ontario 
IIl&.*Jliil  Museum 

World  Cultures  j  Natural  History 


Open  Daily 

Bloor  St  W  of  Avenue  Rd. 

Museum  subway  stop  |  416.586.8000 

wvs^.rom.on.ca/about/icc 


ICC  ROM 


ROM  Fail  2006  Sponsor  $en?ry  Sdeci  Capitol  Corp. 
The  ROM  is  on  aggncy  of  4ie  Govorrvnont  of  Or.forto. 
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'  ■  ■  ■  ■       ■  ^  ■  opinions@thevarsity.ca 


Russia's  shame — and  ours 


The  disturbing  assassination  of 
veteran  reporter  and  author  Anna 
Politkovskaya  on  Saturday  shocked 
the  world.  Widely  considered  per- 
haps the  most  brilliant  and  re- 
spected journalist  in  Russia  before 
her  death,  she  had  been  a  fearless 
critic  of  her  government's  litany  of 
war  crimes  in  Chechnya.  She  was 
only  48  years  old. 

In  her  trademark  blank,  unorna- 
mented  style,  she  exposed  count- 
less rapes,  kidnappings,  and  mur- 
ders perpetrated  by  Russian  forces, 
and  didn't  spare  the  Chechens  ei- 
ther. She  was  shot  in  the  head  out- 
side her  modest  apartment  in  Mos- 
cow just  before  she  was  expected  to 
file  an  expose  of  the  Chechen  prime 
minister.  A  dropped  Makarov  pistol 
was  found  by  her  side,  a  weapon  of 
choice  for  Russian  hitmen. 


-  EDITORIAL  - 

Politkovskaya's  editor  at  the  bi- 
weekly newspaper  Novaya  Gazeta 
has  ascribed  the  reason  for  her 
murder  to  her  writing,  saying  "we 
don't  see  any  other  motive."  She 
had  long  been  prey  to  death  threats, 
and  had  even  claimed  that  she  was 
poisoned  once  on  a  plane  en  route 
to  report  on  the  2004  Beslan  school 
hostage  crisis.  It  appears  that  her 
many  evasions  of  those  who  wished 
her  dead,  combined  with  her  stat- 
ure and  gender,  had  made  her  seem 
almost  impervious  to  friends  and 
colleagues. 

Instead,  her  murder  has  robbed 
us  of  a  brave  mind  and  impover- 
ished Russia's  intellectual  climate. 
Politkovskaya  was  one  of  a  dying 


breed  of  investigative  journalists 
whose  determination  to  uncover 
corruption  and  injustice  is  sadly 
old-fashioned. 

Meanwhile,  in  America,  another 
member  of  this  slowly  shrinking 
class  of  reporters  is  dealing  with 
fallout  from  the  release  of  a  contro- 
versial new  book.  Bob  Woodward, 
one  of  those  rare  journalists  who 
enjoys  name  recognition  due  to  his 
role  in  breaking  the  Watergate  sto- 
ry, has  infuriated  the  White  House 
with  State  of  Denial.  The  book  con- 
tains condemning  interviews  and 
evidence  that  the  Bush  administra- 
tion— surprise — bungled  the  Iraq 
War.  Most  glaringly,  it  contains 
transcripts  of  meetings  and  discus- 
sions that  make  the  president  look 
childish,  shallow,  and  uncurious 
about  the  world. 


Predictably,  the  requisite  list  of 
media  sources  have  rallied  around 
him,  including  most  obviously 
The  Washington  Post,  where  he 
serves  as  an  assistant  managing 
editor.  Many  have  also  clamoured 
to  knock  holes  in  some  aspect  of 
the  book  or  Woodward  himself, 
with  FOX  News  featuring  pundits 
accusing  him  of  self-aggrandize- 
ment and  of  wanting  to  sell  books 
(presumably  not  something  they 
want  to  do).  Commentators  on  both 
sides  mainly  share  an  enviousness 
of  him,  declaring  their  awe  of  how 
he  was  able  to  get  interviews  with 
every  name  in  Washington,  how  he 
could  have  coaxed  them  into  being 
so  open  with  him. 

Woodward  insinuated  himself 
into  being  on  a  first-name  basis  with 
people  who  mattered  by  devoting 


himself  to  one  beat  his  entire  ca- 
reer. That  took  time,  concentration, 
and  an  attention  span — skills  that 
today's  journalists  are  not  encour- 
aged to  develop.  Politkovskaya  also 
concentrated  her  efforts  into  one 
demanding  area,  and  did  the  world 
and  her  country  a  service  thereby. 
In  a  field  where  the  number  of  so- 
called  "experts"  multiply  daily,  and 
soundbite-length  coverage  of  issues 
is  the  norm,  they  stand  out  because 
of  their  refusal  to  be  satisfied. 

Investigative  journalism  is  one  of 
our  world's  safeguards  against  hav- 
ing the  wool  pulled  over  our  col- 
lective eyes.  Anna  Politkovskaya's 
killers  must  be  brought  to  justice. 
Meanwhile,  newspapers  and  politi- 
cians alike  would  do  well  to  honour 
her  by  encouraging  others  to  follow 
in  her  footsteps. 


Doomed  to  repeat  an  untaught  history 


Ghadeer  Malik 


The  first  thing  that  comes  to  mind 
when  I  walk  to  my  classes  in  the 
Near  and  Middle  Eastern  Civiliza- 
tions (NMC)  department  is  how 
worn  out,  dusty,  and  outdated  the 
building  looks.  Although  the  cam- 
pus is  strewn  with  buildings  that 
are  both  historic  and  functional,  the 
NMC  department  lacks  in  efficiency. 
It  is  not  the  architecture  that  makes 
the  building  emasculated,  but  rather 
the  inefficient  elevator,  the  small 
classrooms  and  library,  the  ancient 
computers,  and  the  dark,  narrow 
hallways.  I  wonder  how  long  the 
building  has  been  there,  and  why 
there  aren't  any  renovation  efforts 
underway. 

I  also  wonder  why  the  departmen- 
tal name  is  not  on  the  building  sign, 
since  Zoology,  Forestry,  and  Envi- 
ronmental Science  are  clearly  dis- 
played. Is  "Bancroft"  code  for  "Near 
and  Middle  Eastern  Civilizations"? 

Most  importantly,  I  wonder  about 
the  geography  of  the  building.  How 
come  the  department  is  located 
among  the  science  departments? 
Why  is  it  not  closer  to  the  other  hu- 
manities? 

While  U  of  T's  NMC  department  is 
isolated  and  neglected,  the  Middle 
East  is  hardly  far  from  the  forefront 
of  many  economic,  social,  and  politi- 
cal issues  throughout  history.  The 
turn  of  the  21st  century  has  proven 
especially  personal  to  the  Middle 


The  many  conflicts  in  the  Middle  East  domi- 
nate the  headlines,  yet  the  U  of  T  department 
tasked  with  Interpreting  these  events  offers 
few  courses  that  cover  the  modern  situation. 

East,  witnessing  a  series  of  erup- 
tions in  the  region  that  boggle  the 
mind.  The  present  conflicts  have 
awakened  ancient  discourse  on  free- 
dom and  democracy  and  have  given 
birth  to  novel  controversies  about 
terror  and  self-defense. 

It  is  undeniable  that  the  develop- 
ments in  the  Middle  East  launched 
a  new  political  era  whose  contours 
are  defined  by  the  phrase  "war  on 
terrorism."  It  is  also  undeniable  that 
the  NMC  department  is  expected  to 
address  some  of  these  challenges 
by  introducing  new  courses  that 
deal  with  recent  issues.  After  all,  it 
is  the  department  that  is  supposed 
to  address  all  aspects  of  the  Middle 
East.  However,  neither  the  Palestin- 
ian Intifada,  nor  the  wars  in  Iraq  or 
Afghanistan,  nor  even  the  Lebanese- 
Israeli  war  had  enough  power  to 


force  the  history  section  of  the  NMC 
department  to  discuss  the  political, 
historical,  and  cultural  issues  that 
affect  the  Middle  East  and  Western 
perception  of  the  region. 

What  is  the  department  waiting 
for? 

If  they  are  waiting  for  a  whisper  of 
interest  from  the  students,  the  stu- 
dents have  already  made  earthshak- 
ing  noises.  From  on-campus  activist 
efforts  like  campaigns,  boycotts, 
and  demonstrations,  to  educational 
efforts  like  lectures  and  discussions, 
students  are  searching  everywhere 
for  answers  and  perspectives  on  the 
issues. 

Yet  the  only  response  the  NMC  de- 
partment has  to  such  eagerness  is  to 
further  reduce  the  number  of  cours- 
es offered  in  the  history  section. 
There  exists  a  plethora  of  student 
interest  on  campus  but  a  paucity  of 
faculty  enthusiasm  to  feed  it. 

This  year  the  department  is  only 
offering  11  out  of  the  31  available  his- 
tory courses.  This  means  that  almost 
two-thirds  of  the  history  courses 
dealing  with  Middle  Eastern  civiliza- 
tions were  cut  out  of  the  curriculum 
at  this  most  pressing  time.  Courses 
like  "The  Iranian  Constitution,"  "An- 
cient Israel"  and  "Orientalism  and 
Occidentalism"  are  central  to  learn- 
ing about  the  Middle  East,  and  while 
their  importance  shines  through 
during  these  troubled  years,  they 
are  not  even  offered. 

U  of  T's  neglect  of  the  NMC  depart- 


ment has  proven  to  be  disastrous. 
The  department  is  not  only  devaluing 
student  interest  in  the  region,  but  en- 
couraging indifference  to  issues  that 
dominate  our  times.  The  students 
that  enter  the  NMC  program  focus  on 
the  languages  and  archeology  of  the 


region  due  to  the  lack  of  coherency 
in  the  history  section.  But  should  all 
students  be  forced  to  graduate  with 
a  focus  on  archeology  or  languages 
alone?  The  issues  of  the  Middle  East 
that  confront  the  world  today  are  too 
important  to  be  ignored. 


//QUOTABLE 


"Waste  no  tears  for  me.  I  didn 't  come  along  too  early — / 

was  right  on  time. " 

-  Buck  O'Neil  (1911-2006) 


Buck  O'Neil  was  an  all-star  first  baseman  and  manager 
in  his  youth,  but  he  will  most  fondly  be  remembered  as  the 
wise,  kind-hearted  storyteller  "discovered"  in  his  80th  decade  as  a 
treasure  trove  of  Negro  League  history  and  folklore  in  Ken  Burns' 
documentary.  Baseball.  Though  denied  the  chance  to  play  or  man- 
age in  the  (then  all-white)  Major 
Leagues  because  of  discrimina- 
tion, O'Neil  never  harboured  any 
bitterness  about  his  lot.  Instead, 
he  celebrated  the  talent  of  the 
Negro  Leagues  and  persevered 
to  eventually  become  Major 
League  Baseball's  first  black 
coach,  and  a  top  scout. 

His  message  of  love  and  ac- 
ceptance of  all  people,  regardless 
of  race,  along  with  his  tireless 
efforts  to  preserve  the  history  of 
black  baseball  and  promote  the 
game  today  (work  he  continued 
up  until  his  death  last  week  at 
age  94),  make  Buck  a  hall-of- 
famer  in  the  truest  sense. 
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Guardian  Angels  in  Toronto? 


The  Guardian  Angels  are  a  self- 
styled  "international  safety  organi- 
zation" founded  in  New  York  City 
in  1979  by  a  group  of  citizens  intent 
on  helping  the  NYPD  rid  the  streets 
of  crime.  GA  members  patrol  city 
streets  wearing  trademark  red  be- 
rets and  attempt  to  make  citizens' 
arrests  if  they  see  a  crime  in  prog- 
ress. This  hands-on  approach  to 
law  enforcement  has  been  met  with 
praise  and  scorn  as  the  group  has 
opened  chapters  in  New  Zealand, 
South  Africa,  Britain,  and  else- 
where. A  Toronto  chapter  folded  in 
1984  after  two  years,  and  a  return 
to  Parkdale  in  1992  was  short-lived 
due  to  public  protest.  The  current 
chapter  began  patrols  in  July,  2006, 
but  is  currently  on  the  brink  of  bank- 
ruptcy. 

Current  mayor  David  Miller  and 
Police  Chief  Bill  Blair  oppose  a 
Guardian  Angels  presence  on  To- 
ronto's streets  as  a  solution  to  gang 
violence,  while  mayoral  candidate 
Jane  Pitfield  has  expressed  support 
for  the  group.  Our  writers  debate 
whether  the  Guardian  Angels  are  a 
good  fit  for  Toronto. 

The  Guardian  Angels  would 
be  a  welcome  addition  to  a 
city  whose  police  force  has 
been  plagued  by  controversy  for 
so  many  years.  The  scandals  sur- 
rounding the  Toronto  Police  have 
been  a  constant  news  item,  most 


notably  with  the  alleged  beating 
and  robbing  of  suspects  by  11  for- 
mer members  of  the  Toronto  drug 
squad,  six  of  whom  now  face  crimi- 
nal charges. 

But  apart  from  all  of  the  scandals 
and  corruption,  Toronto  residents 
should  ask  themselves  whether  or 
not  the  Toronto  Police  are  doing  a 
satisfactory  job  in  protecting  our 
city.  The  recent  rise  in  gun  vio- 
lence in  Toronto  is  undeniable,  as 
is  the  obvious  need  for  reinforce- 
ments to  help  keep  Toronto  safe. 
The  2005  Boxing  Day  shooting 
of  Jane  Creba  was  the  spark  that 
brought  about  the  creation  of  the 
Guardian  Angels'  Toronto  chapter. 

Any  reluctance  to  accept  the 
Guardian  Angels'  presence  in  To- 
ronto can  be  attributed  to  a  lack  of 
public  awareness  about  the  goals 
of  the  organization.  The  Guard- 
ian Angels  do  not  wish  to  replace 
the  Toronto  Police,  but  instead 
seek  to  provide  an  increased  level 
of  safety  as  they  patrol  Toronto's 
streets. 

They  are  also  not  a  dangerous 
group  of  vigilantes  attempting  to 
take  the  law  into  their  own  hands. 
The  Alliance  of  Guardian  Angels 
has  existed  for  27  years,  and  con- 
sists of  chapters  in  a  multitude  of 
countries  worldwide.  The  organi- 
zation is  expanding  rapidly,  and 
planning  has  already  begun  to 
start  new  chapters  in  Ottawa,  Van- 


UofT  Women  In  Life  Learning 
presents  a  DIWALI 


ATflMinOUX 


October  1 1  th  •  1 1 :45  -  2pm 
in  the  Great  Hall 

Salads:  Raita,  Coleslaw,  Green  •  Tandoori  Chicken 
Saag  Palak  Paneer  (Curry,  spinach,  cheese) 
Channa  Masala  •  Basmati  Rice 

Pop  Quiz: 
On  what  date  were  women 
officially  declared  Persons 
in  Canada? 

**  For  the  answer  and  more  info  check  out  displays  by 
Women  in  Life  Learning,  the  UofT  Status  of  Women  Office 
8t  the  UofT  Centre  for  Women 


K  HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 
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Several  Guardian  Angels  patrol  a  Toronto  neighbourhood  over  the  summer. 


couver,  Calgary  and  Edmonton. 

Simply  put,  Toronto  will  be  bet- 
ter off  with  more  people  actively 
involved  in  protecting  the  safety 
of  the  public,  and  the  Guardian  An- 
gels will  prove  to  be  a  valuable  as- 
set as  the  city  continues  to  strive 
for  this  goal.  Concerned  citizens 
should  visit  the  Guardian  Angels' 
official  website  at  www.guardi- 
anangels.org,  to  learn  more  about 
the  goals  of  this  organization,  and 
to  familiarize  themselves  with  our 
city's  newest  line  of  defense. 

-ROB  DUFFY 


A big  red  'X'  should  be  put  over 
this  inane  idea,  which  is,  at 
best,  a  rosy  take  on  crime  re- 
duction and  prevention.  The  Guard- 
ian Angels'  trademark  "Street  Safe- 
ty Patrol"  program  fails  to  convince 
me  that  Toronto's  increasingly  vio- 
lent streets  will  actually  be  safer  be- 
cause of  the  group's  presence. 

With  the  culture  of  the  gun  that 
exists  today,  are  we  to  honestly 
think  that  after  seeing  the  bright  red 
beret,  a  criminal  will  shake  in  ter- 
ror and  flee  the  other  way?  What's 
to  say  a  criminal  won't  shoot  at  the 


Guardian  Angel,  potentially  injuring 
innocent  bystanders,  just  to  get  rid 
of  the  red-bereted  irritant  once  and 
for  all? 

What  if,  during  a  mugging,  when 
the  mugger  simply  wants  his/her 
victim's  money,  the  good  ol'  Guard- 
ian Angel  compounds  the  problem 
by  intervening,  leading  to  a  struggle 
in  which  the  patroller  or  the  victim 
is  seriously  injured,  or  killed?  Law 
enforcement  officials  often  warn  a 
mugging  victim  to  throw  their  be- 
longings towards  the  thief  and  flee 
as  quickly  as  possible,  since  money 
and  credit  cards  can  be  replaced, 
but  human  life  cannot. 

With  the  presence  of  this  so- 
called  "police  force,"  the  above- 
mentioned  situations  could  be 
made  more  violent  and  tragic.  The 
danger  to  the  public  is  compound- 
ed by  the  fact  that  Guardian  Angels 
aren't  suppose  to  carry  any  type  of 
weapon,  while  the  criminal  will  usu- 
ally have  one. 

Rather  than  decreasing  the  crime 
rate,  a  Guardian  Angels  presence  in 
Toronto  would  increase  it,  and  the 
police  would  have  more  work  on 
their  hands. 

I  say,  let  crime  be  curbed  by  law- 
enforcement  officials  doing  their 
jobs,  by  politicians  devising  tougher 
laws,  and  judges  handing  out  strict 
punishments  for  violent  crime.  Ci- 
vilian groups  like  the  Guardian  An- 
gels can  better  spend  their  energy 
and  resources  in  their  communities 
by  improving  education  and  crime 
prevention  initiatives. 

-ILHAMALAM 


NOTICE  of  REFERENDUM 


The  Students'  Administrative  Council  -  your  students' 
union  -  is  holding  a  referendum  on  the  following  question. 

Are  you  in  favour  of  an  increase  in  the  University  of  Toronto 
Environmental  Resourse  Network  (UTERN)  levy  of  25  cents  per 
session  increase  for  the  Bjkeehain  services  as  detailed  in  the 

preamble?  (Yes/No) 

Bikechain.  in  partnership  with  the  University  of  Toronto  Environmental  Resource  Network 
(UTERN)  is  seeking  consent  from  itsmembers  for  an  increase  to  the  existing  SAC  clubs 
fee.  The  proposed  increase  is  25  cents  per  session. 

Bikechain  is  a  student  initiated,  student  run,  bike-repair  facility  located  in  the  basement  of  the 
International  Student  Centre  on  the  St.  George  campus  as  well  as  at  UTM.  Bikechain  has  been  in 
operation  for  one  year  and  is  currently  seeking  sustainable  funding  so  it  can  continue  to  offer  free 
bike  repair  andworkshops  to  students. 

This  facriity  aids  the  University  of  Toronto  to  be  a  greener  campus  and  makes  bike  repair  affordable  for 
students.  Macleans  and  NOW  Magazine  have  formally  recognized  Bikechain  as  a  great 
environmental  program  in  their  rankings  of  Canadian  Universities.  In  addition,  the  Bikechain  works 
to  engage  students  who  may  not  already  be  biking  -  this  funding,  therefore,  has  great  potentia^^^^p 

to  reach  all  students. 

With  this  levy,  Bikechain  plans  to  be  open  full-time  during  the  summer  supported  by  a  mechanic. 
Since  biking  is  somewhat  seasonal,  summer  funding  is  critical  to  offer  full  support  to  student  cyclists. 
The  funding  will  also  be  used  to  replenish  resources  such  as  grease,  lubricants,  and  other  related  materials, 
allowing  Bikechain  fo  buy  new  tools  and  replace  old  or  broken  tools.  We  hope  you'll  support  our  proposal, 
which  contributes  to  the  growing  reputation  of  U  of  T  as  a  green  and  engaging  student  campus. 

If  the  increase  is  approved,  the  total  fee  for  the  University  of  Toronto  Environmental 
Resource  Network  and  Bikechain  would  be  50  cents  per  session  and  would  be 
charged  to  all  full  time  undergraiduate  students  beginning  in  the  fall  2007  session. 

Q&A  Session 

October  4th,  4-6  pm 
Bahen  Centre  Rm  2 1 3^*— - 


VOTING 

October  1 1th  to  13th,  10- 6pm 

•  Bahen  Centre 

•  University  College  „ 

•  Trinity  College  -  The  Buttery  J 

•  Victoria  College  -  Wymilwood 

•  UTM  South  Building 


Forfurtlier  Information,  contact  Elections  Committee 
c/o  Chief  Returning  Officer,  cro@sac.utoronto.ca 
12  Hart  House  Circle,  University  of  Toronto 
416-978-4911  x225 
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Martin  Scorsese  directs  Matt  Damon  and  Leonardo  DiCaprio  in  The  Departed 


Spy  VS.  spy 

Hollywood's  'goodfella'  returns  to  his  criminal  roots 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


It's  been  a  decade  since  Martin  Scorsese  began 
pimping  himself  out  to  the  stuffy  bow  ties  of  the 
Academy,  indulging  them  with  hit-and-miss  pe- 
riod pieces  like  Kundun,  Gangs  of  New  York,  and 
The  Aviator  (the  latter  which  is  easily  the  best). 
Unfortunately,  his  work  has  been  steadily  los- 
ing the  gritty  and  profane  ruthlessness  that  his 
prior  classics  were  graced  with. 

Now,  Scorsese  gives  us  The  Departed,  which 
opens  with  shots  that  spit  racial  defamations 
while  the  Rolling  Stones'  requisite  classic 
"Gimme  Shelter"  plays,  a  song  he's  previously 
licensed  for  his  mobland  classics  Goodfellas 
and  Casino.  It's  a  mating  call  that  has  wooed  his 
most  die-hard  fans  back  to  multiplexes  to  watch 
his  return  to  the  world  of  meatballs,  hatchets, 
and  hollow-point  bullets. 

However,  there  are  some  important  devia- 
tions in  this  new  venture.  First  off.  The  Departed 
is  set  against  the  mean  streets  of  Boston,  not 
his  usual  haunt,  New  York  City.  Presumably  in- 
spired by  this  shift  in  setting;  he  wears  his  new 
turf  on  his  sleeve,  coaxing  accents  linguists 
would  call  non-rhotic  ("paaak  the  caaa  in  the 
Haaaved  yaaad")  from  the  cast.  And  just  in  case 
the  JFK  jargon  doesn't  tip  you  off,  the  rollick- 
ing "I'm  Shipping  Up  to  Boston"  by  local  Celtic 
01!  punk  legends  The  Dropkick  Murphys  is  fea- 
tured as  the  film's  theme  music. 

Unlike  previous  Scorsese  outings,  this  film  is 
concerned  more  with  the  trials  and  tribulations 
of  the  cops,  thein  the  woes  of  his  usual  Mafioso 


FILM  REVIEW 


The  Departed 


Directed  by  Martin  Scorsese 


Starring  Leonardo  DiCaprio, 
Matt  Damon,  Jack  Nicholson 


Rating:  WWv 


lineup.  Like  most  good  crime  dramas,  The  De- 
parted hinges  on  an  intense  and  novel  premise: 
what  would  happen  if  both  the  cops  and  the 
mob  had  deeply  infiltrated  each  other's  orga- 
nizations simultaneously?  Borrowing  from  the 
popular  Hong-Kong  action  flick  Infernal  Affairs, 
Scorsese  exhumes  its  skeletal  plot  and  packs  it 
with  the  blood  and  muscle  to  create  an  Ameri- 
can-style cops-and-robbers  saga. 

Adding  almost  an  hour  of  backstory  before 
the  action  sequence  that  kickstarts  the  origi- 
nal Hong-Kong  film,  Scorsese  introduces  us  to 
Colin  Sullivan  (Matt  Damon)  and  Billy  Costigan 
(Leonardo  DiCaprio).  Sullivan  is  a  fast-rising  of- 
ficer who  is  assigned  to  the  Special  Investiga- 
tions Unit  that  is  ordered  to  take  down  the  mass 
murdering  and  church  abrading  Irish  mob  boss, 
Frank  Costello  (played  with  devilish  charm  by 
Jack  Nicholson).  What's  not  known  to  the  cops 
is  that  Sullivan  had  been  secretly  compromised 
by  Costello  years  back,  and  to  this  day  remains 


loyal  to  his  ruthless  patron. 

Meanwhile,  Billy  Costigan  is  a  promising  po- 
lice cadet  whose  family  harbours  deep  histori- 
cal ties  to  Frank  Costello.  Costigan's  attempt  to 
escape  his  criminal  roots  by  joining  the  fuzz 
backfires  when  he  is  assigned  to  go  deep  under- 
cover and  infiltrate  Costello's  gang  (luck  of  the 
Irish,  no  doubt).  Obviously,  the  result  is  a  tense 
for  both  moles  as  one  false  smirk  can  mean 
cement  shoes,  a  Colombian  necktie,  or  even 
worse.  As  a  result,  both  spies  carry  the  heavy 
burdens  of  ever-present  psychological  strain, 
which  really  takes  its  toll  when  both  sides  gets 
wise  to  the  fact  that  they  have  a  sudden  infesta- 
tion of  vermin. 

Subsequently  the  two  moles  are  dispatched 
to  expose  each  other  and  engage  in  what  be- 
comes a  cat-and-mouse  scavenger  hunt,  where 
the  roles  of  hunter  and  hunted  shift. 

More  than  simply  hard  heads  butting.  The 
Departed  is  an  intricately  smart  and  maneu- 
vered script  that  plays  out  like  a  street-corner 
chess  game,  with  every  character  trying  to  stay 
one  move  or  one  trick  ahead  of  the  other.  The 
scenes  pulse  with  so  much  deception  and  ten- 
sion that  a  callous  suggestion  made  by  Costello 
actually  seems  like  a  perfect  solution;  why  not 
just  "kill  everybody"? 

While  not  exactly  working  ex  nihilo  screen- 
writer William  Monaghan  crafts  a  slick  and 
smart  adaptation  of  Infernal  Affairs.  By  giving 
more  depth  and  weight  to  the  thin  characters 
of  the  earlier  film,  he  invests  the  audience's 
emotions  more  deeply,  while  promising  a  fat 
payout  in  the  end.  The  only  regrettable  addi- 
tions would  be  some  inefficient  scenes  with 


Nicholson's  own  boss  and  an  FBI  subplot  that 
stretches  the  credibility  of  his  character. 

Monaghan  receives  ample  support  from  an 
overflowing  cup  of  Hollywood  heavyweights, 
who  digest  his  meaty  dialogue  with  an  appetite 
for  blood.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  minor, 
overly-extravagant  moments  from  Nicholson, 
who  still  never  fails  to  magnificently  chew 
scenes  to  pieces,  everyone  is  in  top  form.  Great 
performances  being  given  by  Alec  Baldwin,  Ray 
Winstone,  Mark  Wahlberg,  Vera  Farmiga,  Matt 
Damon,  and  of  course,  Nicholson.  However,  the 
highlight  among  the  cast  is  Leonardo  DiCaprio, 
who  plays  a  conflicted  hard-knuckled  trigger 
man. 

Though  a  cast  this  heavy  can  easily  sink  a 
film  (see  last  month's  All  The  King's  Men),  they 
are  disciplined  by  a  Scorsese  who  hasn't  been 
this  effective  and  economical  since  Goodfellas. 
The  director  easily  makes  the  film  his  own  with 
stark,  noir-inspired  lighting  and  the  raw  and 
dynamic  editing  style  that  channels  his  early 
films.  Meanwhile,  he  never  allows  it  to  sway 
into  the  mundane  shoot  'em  up  it  could  easily 
have  been. 

While  Scorsese's  return  to  the  gritty  con- 
temporary underworld  receives  a  hearty  wel- 
come, we  must  regret  that  it's  a  temporary  stay. 
His  next  projects  are  slated  to  be  a  Theodore 
Roosevelt  biopic  (again  starring  DiCaprio),  and 
something  about  traveling  priests — riveting 
stuff,  no  doubt.  However  this  gives  us  all  the 
more  reason  to  embrace  this  current  transi- 
tion, since  The  Departed  is  a  near-perfect  nail- 
biter  with  dried  blood  and  swamp  mud  under 
its  cuticles. 


review@thevarsity.ca 


VARSITY  ARTS  &  ENTERTAINMENT 


TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  10, 2006  9 


Visser's  vision 

Recently  honoured  U  of  T  alumna  hits  the  airwaves  this  week  to  talk 
symbols,  saints,  and  Western  culture 


Erica  Cupido 


"My  job  is  to  notice  very  ordi- 
nary things  and  show  that  they 
are  not  ordinary  at  all,"  Margaret 
Visser  explains.  Throughout  her 
award-winning  career,  Visser  has 
been  praised  for  her  ability  to  il- 
luminate complex  ideas  hiding  in 
plain  sight  that  might  otherwise 
pass  unnoticed. 

She  prefers  to  write  about  ob- 
jects that  people  encounter  in 
their  daily  lives  so  that  her  books 
are  accessible  to  as  wide  an  au- 
dience as  possible.  She  acknowl- 
edges that  "in  the  modern  world 
we  don't  have  a  body  of  knowl- 
edge that  we  all  share,"  and  ev- 
eryday things  are  as  close  as  we 
get  to  a  common  language. 

After  receiving  her  first  doctor- 
ate in  classics  from  the  University 
of  Toronto,  Visser  has  returned 
to  campus  to  accept  an  honorary 
doctorate  for  best-selling  book. 
The  Geometry  of  Love.  Visser,  who 
gave  the  2002  Massey  Lecture, 
is  thrilled  to  be  awarded  the  de- 
gree of  Doctor  of  Sacred  Letters, 
honoris  causa  from  St.  Michael's 
College,  which  she  received  last 
week. 

Her  strength  as  a  writer  lies  in 
her  ability  to  choose  a  topic  and 


explain  its  historical,  anthropo- 
logical and  mythological  origins 
in  an  attempt  to  help  people  un- 
derstand the  images  and  physi- 
cal constructs  they  come  across 
everyday,  but  might  not  stop  to 
ponder.  Given  this  ability,  crit- 
ics and  book  lovers  have  taken  to 
describing  her  as  an  "anthropolo- 
gist of  everyday  life." 

The  Geometry  of  Love  pres- 
ents the  reader  with  a  tour  of 
Sant'Agnese  fuori  le  Mura,  a  small 
church  in  Rome.  Readers  are  led 
unexpectedly  into  a  world  of  his- 
tory and  myth  where  religion 
and  culture  collide.  The  book 
was  written  after  four  years  of 
researching  English,  French,  Ger- 
man, Spanish,  Italian,  Latin  and 
Greek  texts. 

The  South  African-born  Visser, 
who  has  written  about  everything 
from  table  manners  to  blue  jeans, 
chose  to  explore  the  church  af- 
ter discovering  that  "the  [tour] 
guides  never  tell  you  what  you  re- 
ally want  to  know."  On  October  12 
and  14,  readers  will  have  a  chance 
to  join  Visser  as  she  explores  the 
symbols  of  Sant'Agnese,  or  St. 
Agnes  in  English,  in  an  hour-long 
documentary  airing  at  10  p.m.  on 
VisionTV. 

The  church  houses  the  tomb  of 


St.  Agnes,  who  was  murdered  in 
305  A.  D.  at  age  12.  Visser  studies 
her  story  as  a  religious  tale  and 
a  myth,  one  which  she  says  has 
"classical  overtones." 

The  physical  structure  of  the 
church  represents  both  the  body 
of  the  Christian  people,  and  the 
diversity  of  its  population.  The 
story  of  Sant'Agnese  is  similar 
to  that  of  any  other  religious  site 
because  "wherever  you  turn  in  a 
church,  there's  always  a  symbol." 
The  Geometry  of  Love  examines 
the  church  as  a  sanctuary  to 
those  who  see  it  as  such.  To  ex- 
plore this  one  church  is  for  her  to 
take  a  closer  look  at  Christianity 
and  how  it  functions  as  a  promi- 
nent institution  in  Western  cul- 
ture. 

Visser,  who  is  married  to  U  of 
T's  English  professor  emeritus 
Colin  Visser,  has  the  uncommon 
gift  of  looking  at  artifacts  and 
structures  others  might  take  for 
granted  and  telling  a  story  about 
what  they  really  stood  for  centu- 
ries ago,  altering  what  they  mean 
to  us  today. 


The  Varsity's  2006-2007 
Lecture  Series 


presents  a  neat  talk  by  prolific  Toronto  arts 
and  lifestyle  journalist  (^Mf  Books,  Flare, 
Chatelaine,  national  Post,  Toronto  Life) 


Nathalie  Atkinson 

"Why  t  Hate  Freebies:  Making  it 
as  a  Freelancer" 


Wednesday,  October  1 1  at 
6:00  p.m.,  Sidney  Smith, 
Room  2115 

Q&A  to  follow.  Light  refreshments 
will  be  served. 

Another  free  event  brought  to  you 
by  U  of  Fs  unofficial  journalism 
school,  The  Varsityi 


Attention  ali  Full-Time  Undergraduate  Students 


NOTICE  OF  ELECTIONS 
FALL  2006  BY-ELECTIONS 

uNivifiSiTY    Of    r  o  n  0  H  i  o 

students'ad  HI  1  n  ist  rat  Iwei 


l\m  Univefsity  of  Toronto  Students'  Administrative  Council 
(SAC)  v/iti  t>e  hofdfng  Fall  by-etecttons  to  fill  the  following 
seals: 

Board  of  Directors  Constituency      Seats  Available 

University  College  I 

Voting  Period 

Wednesday  October  1lth  to  FrWay  October  13th 
10:00  am- 6:00  pm 

Voting  Locations 

•  Bahen  Centre 

•  University  College 

•  Trinity  College  -  The  Buttery 

-  Victoria  College  -  Wymitwood 

mS  BLECriON  IS  OPEN  ONLY  FOR  UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE  STUDENTS 


For  further  informal^r?.  contact  ElectKjns  Cormrmee 
c/o  CH*©f  Returning  OSRcer.  c/o^sac  utoronto  ca 
12  Mdft  HOWS0  Circle,  University  of  Toronio 
41S-978-4911  )c225 

Sfudents'  Administrative  Council 


Visser  explores  the  tomb  of  St.  Agnes  (depicted  above)  in  The  Geometry  of  Love. 
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Full  speed  ahead. 

We  remove  the  barriers,  so  you  can  accelerate  your  career. 
We've  created  an  environment  that's  conducive  to  personal 
and  professional  growth  and  success.  At  Ernst  &  Young,  we're 
recognized  for  our  inclusive  culture  that  expects  everyone  to 
contribute  and  everyone  to  grow.  Stop  just  long  enough  to  visit 
us  on  campus,  or  at  ey.com/us/careers. 

FORTUNE* 

100  BEST 

COMPANIES'^ 

TO  WORK  for; 


Audit  •  Tax  •  Transaction  Advisory  Services 
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//SCIENCE  IN  BRIEF 


To  feel  is  to  create? 

A  new  research  study  has  found 
that  emotionally  ambivalent  peo- 
ple— those  who  feel  both  positive 
and  negative  emotions  simultane- 
ously— are  more  creative  than  those 
who  are  happy,  sad,  or  who  experi- 
ence no  emotion.  Professor  Christina 
Ting  Fong  at  the  University  of  Wash- 
ington suggests  that  when  people 
experience  mixed  emotions,  they  are 
signaled  to  interpret  the  situation  as 
unusual  and  respond  to  it  by  using 
their  creative  thinking  abilities.  It  had 
previously  been  shown  that  women  in 
supervisory  positions  are  more  likely 
to  be  emotionally  ambivalent,  sug- 
gesting that  these  women  are  more 
creative  managers.  Two  studies  were 
conducted  by  Fong.  In  the  first,  college 
students  were  asked  to  write  about 
certain  life  experiences  and  were 
then  made  to  complete  the  Remote 
Associates  Test,  a  common  measure 
of  creativity.  The  second  involved 
showing  students  either  a  film  clip  in 
which  a  young  woman  expresses  her 
ambivalence  towards  growing  older, 
or  a  dull  screen  saver,  and  were  then 
asked  to  write  the  Remote  Associates 
Test.  Both  studies  showed  that  those 
who  had  been  exposed  to  more  emo- 
tionally ambivalent  experiences  were 
more  creative  than  those  who  had  ex- 
perienced happy,  sad,  or  unemotional 
materials. 

Source:  University  of  Washington  news 
service 

— ABIGAIL  SLINGER 

Let  loose  the  LSD! 

By  perusing  old  psychiatric  records  of 
the  '50s  and  '60s,  University  of  Alber- 
ta history  of  medicine  professor  Dr. 
Erika  Dyck  has  unearthed  research 
findings  indicating  that  a  single  dose 
of  LSD,  provided  in  a  nurturing  envi- 
ronment, can  be  an  effective  treat- 
ment for  alcoholism.  Having  noted 
similarities  between  the  experiences 
of  LSD  users  and  those  going  through 
delirium  tremens  (T)Ts),  often  marked 
as  "rock  bottom"  in  the  treatment  of 
alcoholics,  psychiatrists  of  the  time 
hypothesized  that  a  dose  of  LSD 
might  be  able  to  mimic  the  behavior- 
changing  effects  of  DTs  without  en- 
gendering their  more  painful,  physi- 
cal effects.  Dyck  studied  several  of  the 
researchers'  private  and  published 
papers  and  interviewed  some  of  their 
patients,  many  of  whom  had  not  had 
any  alcohol  since  their  LSD  treatment 
in  the  1960s.  One  study,  published  in 
1962,  stated  that  some  65  per  cent  of 
the  alcoholics  treated  with  LSD  had 
stopped  drinking  for  at  least  a  year 
and  a  half  after  just  one  dose  of  LSD, 
compared  to  25  per  cent  treated  with 
group  therapy,  and  less  than  12  per 
cent  treated  with  traditional  psycho- 
therapy techniques.  At  the  time,  the 
study's  unconventional  findings  re- 
ceived much  skepticism  among  psy- 
chiatric professionals. 
Source:  Social  History  of  Medicine 
— A.S. 


Weighty  supernova  breaks  limits 


Dan  Rios 


When  a  famous  Hollywood  star 
gains  weight,  people  tend  to  notice. 
The  same  can  be  said  about  stars  in 
the  sky  that  are  larger  than  normal. 
The  recent  discovery  of  a  massive 
supernova — larger  than  anyone 
thought  possible — is  moving  as- 
tronomers to  rethink  how  explod- 
ing stars  behave. 

A  white  dwarf  occurs  when  a  star 
of  low  to  medium  mass  expands 
into  a  red  giant  at  the  end  of  its  life, 
then  collapses  in  on  itself,  resulting 
in  a  much  smaller  star  that  has  an 
extremely  dense  core.  Our  sun  may 
become  a  white  dwarf  at  the  end  of 
its  life,  many  millions  of  years  from 
now.  Due  to  their  large  gravita- 
tional pull,  these  white  dwarf  stars 
are  able  to  pull  matter  from  other 
nearby  stars,  increasing  their  mass 
until  they  explode  in  a  violent  and 
impressive  fashion.  The  explosion, 
called  a  supernova,  remains  bright 
for  weeks  or  months. 

"Nobody  knows  exactly  how 
white  dwarfs  work,"  said  Andy  How- 
ell a  postdoctoral  researcher  at  U 
of  T's  department  of  astronomy 
and  astrophysics.  The  discovery  of 
a  massive  supernova  only  compli- 
cates matters. 

In  the  1930's,  the  Indian  physicist 
and  Nobel  laureate  Subrahmanyan 
Chandrasekhar  calculated  that 
the  highest  mass  a  white  dwarf 
star  could  attain  before  exploding 
would  be  L4  solar  masses  (1.4  times 
the  mass  of  our  sun).  This  value, 
known  as  the  Chandrasekhar  limit, 
had  been  true  for  supernovae  since 
then.  Supernovae  are  used  as  the 
"standard  candle"  of  the  universe 
as  they  emit  a  generally  uniform 
light  that  allows  astronomers  to 
determine  how  far  away  they  and 
other  objects  are  from  Earth. 

However,  the  size  of  the  new  su- 
pernova, which  reached  two  solar 
masses  before  exploding,  and  its 
corresponding  increase  in  lumi- 
nosity, suggests  that  the  Chan- 
drasekhar limit  may  not  hold  true 


An  image  of  the  supernova,  indicated,  is  seen  next  to  its  host  galaxy  four  billion  light  years  away  from  Earth. 


in  all  circumstances. 

"The  scariest  part  is  that  we 
thought  we  understood  how  super- 
novae work,"  Howell  said.  "Then, 
we  find  this  one  that  behaves  differ- 
ently from  anything  else  we  have 
ever  seen." 

Using  data  from  the  Supernova 
Legacy  Survey,  a  research  group 
that  is  a  joint  effort  between 
France,  Canada  and  the  United 
States,  Howell  recently  published 
the  implications  of  the  finding  in 
Nature  though  observations  of  the 
supernova  were  reported  in  2003. 
The  star  (or  SNLS-03D3bb,  as  it  is 


officially  known)  is  identified  as 
a  type  la  supernova  that  lies  four 
billion  light  years  away  from  Earth. 
Typically,  type  la  supernovae  are 
used  not  only  as  distance  markers, 
but  also  in  calculating  the  expan- 
sion of  the  universe,  the  need  for 
dark  energy,  and  the  relative  youth 
of  the  stars  around  it. 

With  this  new  finding,  Howell  is 
confident  that  the  entire  field  of 
research  need  not  be  reworked, 
though  future  studies  and  calcu- 
lations will  have  to  account  for 
the  possibility  of  oversized  white 
dwarfs. 


"It  doesn't  erase  what  happens 
before,  it  just  adds  an  extra  dimen- 
sion," said  Howell.  And  the  dimen- 
sions of  this  supernova  are  certainly 
impressive. 

"If  you  converted  [the  2.58  x  10^° 
kg  of  nickel  in  the  star]  into  nickels, 
it  would  be ...  28  nonillion  dollars  Ca- 
nadian," said  Howell.  That  is,  28  dol- 
lars with  30  zeroes  behind  it. 

Howell  is  confident  that  more  of 
these  large-scale  exceptions  will  be 
found  in  the  future. 

"It's  a  new  direction  to  look  for  our 
research,"  said  Howell.  "We've  got  to 
go  and  look  back  with  fresh  eyes." 


Mastering  a  quantum  universe 


George  Sebastien 


The  central  tenet  of  quantum  me- 
chanics, the  study  of  uncertainty, 
is  that  the  state  of  a  system  can 
never  be  fully  known.  But  the  drive 
to  explain  the  uncertainties  of  the 
world  is  exactly  what  motivates 
professor  Aephraim  Steinberg  of  U 
of  T's  department  of  physics. 

"Quantum  mechanics  is  the  the- 
ory of  everything  in  the  universe," 
said  Steinberg.  Though  QM  deals 
with  how  subatomic  particles  work, 
existing  both  as  a  wave  and  a  par- 
ticle, the  applications  of  the  theory 
to  communication  and  computer 
technology  is  immense. 

A  major  part  of  Steinberg's  work 
has  be  applied  to  the  growing  field 
of  quantum  information  process- 
ing, changing  how  we  store  and 
convey  bits  and  bytes  of  informa- 
tion like  a  computer.  A  quantum 
computer  would  use  a  language 
much  like  the  binary  language  of  a 
classical  computer,  but  with  higher 
efficiency.  Problems  based  on  the 


Professor  Aephraim  Steinberg  is  the  re- 
cipient of  the  Rutherford  Memorial  Medal 
from  the  Royal  Society  of  Canada,  and  the 
fourth  in  The  Varsity's  series  of  profiles  of 
award-winning  professors. 

factorization  of  large  numbers  may 
take  decades  to  solve  on  a  classical 
computer,  but  would  be  quick  work 
for  a  quantum  computer.  Although 
a  quantum  computer  could  pro- 


cess information  faster  than  cur- 
rent computers,  it  is  still  unknown 
whether  a  solution  to  complex 
problems  like  factorization  could 
ever  be  found  in  a  reasonable  time. 

"It  could  take  a  million  years  or 
microseconds  to  solve  the  prob- 
lem," said  Steinberg. 

The  first  step  towards  a  quantum 
computer  is  to  understand  the  un- 
predictable behaviour  of  quantum 
particles,  such  as  the  quantum  tun- 
neling effect.  When  a  ball  rolls  up 
a  hill,  it  requires  sufficient  speed 
and  energy  to  push  it.  In  quantum 
terms,  none  of  these  rules  apply. 
Instead,  a  quantum  particle  can 
behave  like  a  wave  and  appear  on 
the  other  side  of  the  hill,  as  if  it  has 
tunneled  right  through. 

"I  think  the  wave  function  de- 
scribes what's  really  out  there," 
said  Steinberg.  "What  you  or  1  actu- 
ally see  or  observe,  these  'measure- 
ments,' are  much  less  a  total  de- 
scription of  reality  as  a  description 
of  the  particular  way  our  universe 
evolved  and  the  way  we  evolved  to 


interact  with  things." 

Phenomena  like  tunneling  are 
problems  Steinberg  has  approached 
by  cooling  atoms  down  to  tempera- 
tures nearing  absolute  zero,  though 
his  research  is  not  limited  to  this 
method.  The  study  of  ultra-cold  at- 
oms is  in  its  infancy,  but  Steinberg 
believes  the  role  these  atoms  will 
play  in  the  future  of  quantum  me- 
chanics will  be  akin  to  the  innova- 
tions in  optics  research  propelled 
by  the  laser  in  the  last  40  years. 

"It  is  a  noble  goal  of  physics  to  try 
unify  as  much  of  nature  as  we  can," 
said  Steinberg.  "Although  we  don't 
particularly  understand  why  the 
world  should  be  so  unified  ...  we  do 
understand  the  world  better  when 
we  look  for  these  kind  of  elegant 
unified  theories." 

Steinberg's  work  continues  to  fur- 
ther our  understanding  of  an  area 
of  science  that  captures  our  imagi- 
nation, and  yet  eludes  our  com- 
prehension. His  experiments  are 
paving  the  way  for  new  innovations 
that  may  change  our  world. 
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Truth  is  Stranger  Than  Fiction 

Determining  gender  isn't  as  black  and  white  as  we  think.  The  grey  area  between  male  and  female  is 
home  to  numerous  species  of  vertebrates  that  don't  fit  the  classical  rules  of  Darwinian  evolution,  or 
any  other  theory.  Here  are  just  a  few  of  the  sexual  misfits  of  the  animal  kingdom. 


Gender  equality — of  sorts 

Of  all  15  species  under  the  genus 
Cnemidophorus,  the  whiptail  lizards, 
males  do  not  exist.  The  lizards  do  not 
reproduce  sexually,  but  by  partheno- 
genesis or  natural  cloning,  a  process 
common  in  aphids  and  bees  and  rare 
in  vertebrates.  The  strange  thing 
about  whiptail  lizards  is  they  must 
undergo  sexual  behaviour  in  order  to 
clone — meaning  they  must  pretend  to 
mate  anyway.  Unisexual  partners  will 
mount  like  male  and  females  would  in 
order  to  stimulate  hormonal  changes 
that  result  in  a  "virgin  birth." 


Monkeys,  flamingos,  and  male  sheep 

Homosexuality  isn't  so  uncommon — especially 
since  it  is  found  in  ."^00  species  of  vertebrates. 
After  a  spat,  bonobos,  or  pygmy  chimpanzees, 
will  engage  in  make-up  sex  with  partners  of  the 
same  sex.  Researchers  suggest  that  this  behav- 
iour calms  tensions  and  builds  healthy  social 
bonds.  In  Japanese  macaques,  homosexuality 
among  females  appears  to  be  a  natural  even- 
tuality as  females  habitually  mount  reluctant 
males  in  order  to  prompt  mating.  Females 
mounting  other  females,  for  researchers,  are  a 
side-effect  behaviour  with  neither  positive  nor 
negative  value,  just  as  the  evolution  of  human 
tailbones  is  no  longer  useful. 


Cleaner  wrasse 

A  clean  transformation 

Besides  puttering  around  the  reef  clearing 
parasites  and  dead  sceJes  off  other  fish,  the 
"cleaners"  are  an  exceptional  type  (jf  fish  for 
their  ability  to  change  sexes  depending  on 
their  environment.  Young  wrasses  develop 
as  one  gender,  but  don't  necessarily  stay  that 
way.  As  adults,  if  the  sole  male  of  a  cleaning 
wrasse  group  is  removed,  the  largest  female 
will  begin  its  transformation  into  a  male  with- 
in hours  and  produce  sperm  by  the  tenth 
day.  The  ability  to  oscillate  between  genders 
is  found  in  over  50  species  of  fish  and  inverte- 
brates. On  any  given  coral  reef,  it  is  estimated 
that  25  per  cent  of  the  fish  have  undergone  a 
sex  change  in  their  lifetime. 


Whiptail  lizard 


Japanese  macaque 


great 
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MLB  reaches  fever  pitch 

Previewing  the  Championship  series,  SUNNY  DUTT  has  the  A's  pitching  around  the  Tigers,  while  the  Mets  race  down  the  Cardinals 


American  League 


Oakland 
Athletics 


Slugger  Frank  Thomas  (above)  plans  on  helping 
Oakland  lay  a  big  hurt  on  the  Detroit  Tigers.  In 
what  may  be  a  tight  series  filled  with  pitching 
duels,  the  advantage  might  lie  with  Todd  Jones 
(below). 


VS. 


Detroit 
Tigers 


David's  around  the  world  rejoice.  Tlie 
two  teams  piclced  to  sink  in  the  AL  Divi- 
sion Series  defeated  their  Goliaths  in 
style  this  weekend. 

The  Oakland  Athletics  finally  broke  its 
playoffs  jinx  by  sweeping  Minnesota  in  three 
games.  The  A's  took  it  to  the  Twins,  out-pitch- 
ing and  out-defending  the  Central  champs. 
Their  opponent  in  the  ALCS  will  be  the  Detroit 
Tigers,  whose  stellar  pitching  silenced  the  New 
York  Yankees  and  shocked  the  baseball  world 
by  taking  the  series  in  four  games. 

The  A's  finally  exorcised  its  playoffs  ghosts 
in  the  division  series.  While  effective  pitch- 
ing was  always  their  mantra,  some  clutch 
hits  from  the  "Big  Hurt"  Frank  Thomas  and 
Marco  Scutaro  along  with  superb  defence 
from  Eric  Chavez  and  Mark  Kotsay  finally 
sealed  the  deal.  In  game  one,  the  A's  proved  it 
was  possible  to  beat  Cy  Young  Award-winner 
Johan  Santana  in  the  Metrodome,  taking  the 
series  opener  4-3  with  two  homers  courtesy  of 
Thomas.  In  game  two,  Twin's  gold-glover  Torii 
Hunter  ill-advisedly  tried  catching  a  sinking 
line  drive  by  Kotsay,  turning  a  centre-field 
single  into  an  inside-the-park  home  run.  The 
A's  won  5-2. 

In  the  past,  being  ahead  two  games  to  nil  is 
a  position  where  the  A's  have  often  come  apart 
at  the  seams.  Since  2000,  the  A's  were  0-9  in 
series-clinching  games,  famously  blowing  two 
2-0  game  leads  against  the  Yankees  in  2001  and 
Red  Sox  in  2003.  However,  the  A's  seized  on 
the  Twins'  starter  Brad  Radke's  bum  shoulder, 
winning  the  deciding  game  8-3. 

The  Tigers'  tepid  regular  season  finish  was 
brought  to  reality  when  the  Yankees  clobbered 
them  8-4  in  game  one.  But  Detroit  fought  back 
in  game  two,  as  pitchers  Justin  Verlander  and 
Joel  Zumaya  brought  the  heat,  their  fastballs 
clocking  in  at  100  and  102  mph  respectively, 
scorching  Yankee  bats  en  route  to  a  4-3  victory. 
In  game  three,  starter  Kenny  Rogers  pitched 
his  best  game  in  the  playoffs  to  date  as  he  shut 
down  the  powerful  New  York  lineup  through  7 
2/3  innings.  The  Tigers  won  6-0. 

Former  A's  prospect,  and  now  Tiger  ace 
Jeremy  Bonderman  pitched  a  near  complete 
game,  starting  off  with  five  perfect  innings.  The 
Yankee  bats  were  quieted  again  as  the  Tigers 
stunned  the  Yankees  to  take  the  clincher  8-3. 

So  how  do  the  A's  and  Tigers  stack  up?  In 
the  regular  season,  the  Tigers  won  the  series 
5-4,  and  they  had  the  best  pitching  staff  in 
baseball  with  an  ERA  of  3.84.  They  also  send  to 
the  mound  Rogers,  who  sports  a  21-7  lifetime 
record  against  Oakland.  Couple  this  with  the 
Athletics'  sordid  hitting,  .260  as  a  team  in  the 
regular  season  and  sixth  worst  in  the  league, 
and  one  would  figure  that  Oakland's  days  are 
numbered. 

But  where  the  A's  kick  it  up  a  notch  is  their 
pitching  staff.  While  not  as  star-studded  as 
past  years,  they  do  have  16-game  winner  Barry 
Zito  scheduled  to  pitch  in  game  one,  2004  Cy 
Young-winner  Esteban  Loazia  in  game  two,  and 
the  two  young  guns  in  Rich  Harden  and  Dan 
Haren  in  three  and  four 

The  series  might  come  down  to  the  teams' 
buUpens,  since  both  have  been  stellar  all 
year  The  Tigers  are  loaded  with  closer  Todd 
Jones  (77  saves  in  the  past  two  years)  and 
set-up  man  Joel  Zumaya  (1.94  ERA),  while  the 
A's  have  last  year's  rookie  of  the  year,  Huston 
Street  (37  saves). 

This  match-up  is  as  even  as  it  gets,  but  the 
A's  past  post-season  experience  pushes  them 
past  the  Tigers'  young  flamethrowers. 


National  League 


New  York 
Mets 


vs. 


St.  Louis 
Cardinals 


Another  great  match-up  is  in  store  be- 
tween the  seasoned  Cardinals  and  the 
youngster  Mets.  The  Mets  have  looked 
solid  all  year,  leading  the  NL  East  for  over  half 
the  year,  thanks  to  a  stellar  lineup  featuring 
Carlos  Beltran,  Carlos  Delgado,  Jose  Reyes 
and  David  Wright. 

In  the  division  series,  the  Mets  swept  the 
Dodgers,  prevailing  6-5  in  game  one  with  key 
hits  from  Delgado  and  Wright.  The  outcome 
might  have  been  different  had  there  not  been 
some  bonehead  running  by  the  Dodgers' 
JD  Drew  and  Jeff  Kent,  who  were  both  out- 
gunned at  home  plate  on  the  same  play. 

In  game  two,  veteran  playoff  pitcher  Tom 
Glavine  in  his  first  postseason  game  as  a 
Met,  pitched  six  shutout  innings  as  the  Mets 
silenced  Los  Angeles  4-1  to  take  a  2-0  series 
lead.  In  game  three,  the  Mets  hit  Greg  Mad- 
dux early  and  hard,  as  New  York  scored  three 
in  the  top  of  the  first.  The  Dodgers  clawed 
back  to  lead  5-4  after  five.  Then  the  big  bats 
of  the  Mets  showed  up,  as  Delgado,  Reyes, 
Beltran  and  Wright  shellacked  the  Dodgers 
bullpen  to  win  the  game  9-5,  taking  the  series. 

The  St.  Louis  Cardinals,  who  stumbled 
their  way  into  the  playoffs  with  an  83-78 
record,  began  their  playoff  story  in  San  Diego. 
Albert  Pujols  continued  his  epic  form  with  a 
patented  pitch-soaking  two-run  homer,  while 
last  year's  Cy  Young-winner  Chris  Carpenter 
paced  the  Cards  with  six  innings  of  one-run 
baseball,  leading  St.  Louis  to  a  game  one  5-1 
win.  Game  two  featured  a  pitching  duel  be- 
tween Jeff  Weaver  and  former  Blue  Jay  David 
Wells,  but  Pujols  and  Jim  Edmonds  came 
up  with  key  RBI  singles  in  the  fourth  inning 
to  squeak  past  the  Padres  2-0.  The  sweep 
was  adverted,  as  the  Padre  pitching  of  Chris 
Young  and  Trevor  Hoffman  combined  to  quiet 
the  Cards  to  one  run,  keeping  San  Diego's 
hopes  alive  with  a  4-1  win.  It  was  a  short-lived 
gasp,  however,  as  the  Cards  took  game  four 
with  a  four-run  sixth  inning  to  win  the  game 
6-2,  taking  the  series  3-1. 

So  how  do  the  Mets  and  Cards  fare  when 
pitted  against  one  another?  The  Mets  won 
the  regular  season  series  4-2  and  swept  the 
Cards  in  New  York,  where  they  hold  the 
advantage  again  in  this  series.  However,  St. 
Louis  has  immense  post-season  experience, 
having  been  there  over  five  of  the  past  six 
years,  most  notably  as  the  2004  World  Series 
runner-up. 

There  are  lingering  questions  about  the 
Mets'  pitching  staff,  as  Pedro  Martinez  and 
Orlando  Hernandez  are  off  the  post-season 
roster  Glavine  is  the  only  pitcher  with  a 
post-season  pedigree,  but  he'll  be  trying  to 
out-pitch  the  stellar  Carpenter,  likely  making 
his  presence  a  wash.  Where  New  York  might 
have  a  slight  advantage  is  in  the  bullpen, 
with  fierce  thrower  Billy  Wagner  closing  and 
a  plethora  of  experienced  pitchers  in  Chad 
Bradford,  Jorge  Julio  and  Guillermo  Mota  to 
set  him  up. 

While  St.  Louis  has  fields  the  two  best  play- 
ers in  the  series  in  Carpenter  and  Pujols,  New 
York's  overall  depth  and  speed  will  sprint 
them  to  victory.  Outfielder  So  Taguchi  was 
the  Cardinal  leader  in  stolen  bases  at  11,  but 
the  Mets  have  four  who  surpass  that  number, 
led  by  Reyes'  64.  Look  for  New  York  to  put 
the  pressure  on  early,  as  manager  Willie 
Randolph  gives  his  youngster  the  green  light 
to  race  the  bases.  With  Beltran,  Delgado,  and 
Wright,  this  team  has  the  power  to  bring  him 
home. 


While  Chris  Carpenter  (above)  is  last  year's  Cy 
Young  winner,  the  seasoned  veteran  might  be 
unfurled  by  the  Met's  cocky  speedster  Jose  Reyes 
(below)  who  stole  64  bases  this  year. 


Prediction:  A's  in  seven. 


Prediction:  Mets  in  6 
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sports@thevarsity.ca 


Tennis  volleys 
to  title  win 


Three  games  down,  Blues  rocket 
back  to  win  OUA  championship 


Glen  Fernandes 

VARSITY  STAFF 


With  the  championship  on  the  line, 
the  eyes  of  fan  and  competitor  aliite 
stared  out  at  the  court  as  the  final 
two  players  decided  the  OUA  title. 

Blues  veteran  Ekaterina  Alchits 
lost  the  first  set,  and  was  down  6-5, 
facing  match  point  against  McGill's 
Alison  Weinberg  at  the  start  of  the 
second.  When  Alchits  remarkably 
held  off  the  consistent  and  forceful 
Weinberg,  winning  the  tiebreaker 
to  take  the  second  set,  the  Blues 
cheered  while  McGill  fell  silent.  In 
the  final  game,  Weinberg  was  un- 
able to  keep  up  with  Alchits,  as  she 
stepped  up  in  the  final  set  to  take 
a  6-3  win,  and  clinched  the  gold 
medal  for  U  of  T. 

The  seventh  game  was  the  culmi- 
nation of  a  three-game  comeback 
for  the  Blues.  In  a  final  that  featured 
two  match  points  in  games  six  and 
seven.  Women's  Tennis  defeated 
McGill  4-3  to  win  their  third  straight 


Ontario  University  Athletic  title. 

"We  have  a  great  dynamic,"  said 
Isabel  Jarosz,  co-captain  of  the 
team  with  Mashda  Sidorova.  "We 
all  get  along  great  and  pull  for  each 
other,  which  1  believe  was  the  great- 
est contributor  to  our  success." 

Facing  a  tough  and  resilient 
McGill  squad,  Toronto's  last  two 
single  players  faced  critical  match 
points.  Joining  Alchits  in  prevailing 
success  was  Toronto's  Christina 
Dykun,  who  was  down  6-5  against 
Alex  Myagkova.  Facing  match  point 
in  the  third  set,  Dykun  not  only 
saved  the  point,  but  also  went  on  to 
win  the  tiebreaker  to  even  out  the 
teams  at  three  points  apiece. 

Before  the  Blues'  final  two  singles 
players  could  complete  an  epic, 
nail-biting  comeback,  the  Blues 
found  themselves  down  3-0  in  a 
best  of  seven  series  against  McGill. 
Down  to  their  last  game  against 
the  Martlets,  the  Blues  turned  to 
Jarosz,  U  of  T's  number-one  singles 
player  and  the  best  player  in  the 


The  Women's  Tennis  team  poses  with  their  trophy  in  front  of  the  OUA  Championship  banner.  The  Blues  came  from  three  games  down 
to  defeat  McGill  4-3  in  the  final. 


OUA. 

With  an  undefeated  singles 
streak  in  league  play  spanning 
three  years,  the  Blues'  OUA  all-star 
came  off  the  court  victorious,  post- 
ing a  6-2,  6-1  triumph  over  McGill's 


Ceren  Baysan. 

"Isabel  is  such  a  solid  player 
from  all  areas  of  the  court,"  said 
coach  Ryan  Neale,  an  assistant 
to  head  coach  Nabil  Tadros.  "She 
was  in  complete  control  the  entire 


►  H 


ave  yon  been  thinking 


Information 
Session  attendees 
will  have  the 
option  to  attend 
a  Kaplan 
MBA  Admissions 
Seminar 

5:30  -  6:30  PM 

KAPLAN 


1 1  S  I  PHI  P  ANO 
ADMISSIONS 


about  pursuing  an  MBA? 
Did  you  know  that  some  of 
the  best  MBA  programs 
in  the  world  are  offered  by 
Canadian  universities? 

Representatives  from  Canadian 
MBA  Programs  will  be  available 
lo  speak  willi  you  al  an 
MBA  INFORMATION  SESSION 

October  19,  2006 
4:30-7:30  pm 
Courtyard  by  Marriott 
Downtown  Toronto 
475  Yonge  Street 
Toronto 


CANADIAN  MBA  FAIRS 

www.canadiannibafalrs.com 


ONE  YEAR.   ONE  GOAL. 


THE  JOB  YOU  WANT. 


Post-Graduate  programs  at  Fleming  College 
provide  the  specific  training  you  need  to  get 
hired. 

OUR  PROGRAMS  ARE: 

•  Short  in  duration  (2-3  semesters),  offered 
during  one  year 

•  Taught  by  industry  professionals 

•  Developed  to  meet  specific  sector  employment 
needs 

CAREER  AREAS  OF  STUDY  INCLUDE: 

•  Advertising 

•  Event  Management 

•  Global  Supply  Chain  Management 

•  Emergency  Management 

$         •  Natural  Resources  -  Law  Enforcement 

•  Museum  Management  and 
Curatorship 

•  GIS  -  Applications  Specialist  and  Cartographic 
Specialist 

.  •  Ecotourism  and  Adventure  Tourism 
Management 

•  Expressive  Arts 


FOR  MORE 


t  N FORMAT  I  ON 


1-866-353-6464 

www.flemingcollege.com 


Experience  -  Success 


match." 

On  the  other  court  was  Blue's  Na- 
talia Lech,  playing  in  the  number- 
two  singles  position.  After  winning 
the  first  set  6-2,  Lech  found  herself 
down  5-2  and  facing  set  point.  The 
team's  rookie  of  the  year  brought 
herself  under  control,  and  won  the 
next  five  sets  to  take  the  match  7-5, 
bringing  Toronto  to  two  games  to 
three,  one  away  from  tying  it. 

The  championship  finals,  held  on 
September  30  at  Western's  Tennis 
Centre  in  London,  Ontario,  featured 
a  match-up  of  the  division's  top  two 
seeded  teams.  In  a  previous  meet- 
ing, the  Martlets  posted  the  Blues' 
only  loss  of  the  season,  outlasting 
U  of  T  4-3  on  September  16. 

The  Blues  quickly  dispatched 
York  6-1  in  the  semi-finals.  Heading 
into  the  finals  against  the  team  that 
de-seated  them  during  league  play, 
the  Blues  came  in  undaunted. 

"With  such  a  huge  win  over  York, 
we  went  into  the  finals  quite  confi- 
dent, even  though  we  were  facing 
McGill  again,"  Jarosz  said. 

What  resulted  was  a  climatic  vic- 
tory by  a  champion  who  refused  to 
be  denied.  The  memory  of  this  title, 
the  seventh  overall  for  the  team, 
will  be  savoured  for  years  to  come. 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 
<  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
:  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
#  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

Free  Repeat  Policy 
« Personal  Tutoring  Available 

Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


PETERBOROUGH  •  LINDSAY  •  COBOURG  •  HALIBURTON 


Oxford  Seminars 

www,oxfor(lseiiiinars.com 


hevarsity.ca 


Come  play  for  our  team 


Write  for  Sports 
sports@thevarsjty.ca 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


"Cheapest  &  Best 
Student  Bar  in  Toronto" 

student  Travel  Guide,  London,  UK 


•  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

«  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

•  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

$  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

•  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 
«  Teacher  Placement  Service 

•  Money  Back  Guarantee  included 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


IStFO 


if 


Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-92«240l1-800-?J9-17J9 
www.oxfordseininars.com 


Travel  CUTS  M 


422  College  St.,  E  of  Bothurst 
Open  4pm  to  2am  everyday 

Wings 

Vi  Price  4pm  to  9pm  everydoy 
All  doy  Wednesday  &  Sunday 


CkeddUt 


^  Book  travel  for  holidays 

Book  Reading  Week/ 
Spring  Break  trip 

0"  Book  trip  for  next  summer 

(Why  not  dream?) 


Fine  print:  In  case  you  didn't  know  it  Travel  CUTS  is  actually  owned  by  you!  On  your  behalf, 
we  work  hard  to  save  you  money  by  combining  students'  collective  buying  power  to 
negotiate  many  exclusive  student  travel  discounts  &  services  that  others  can't.  So  booking 
your  travel  with  us  actually  helps  Canadian  students.  As  an  added  benefit,  our  charming 
agents  really  know  their  stuff,  and  love  what  they  do.  So  stop  in,  say  hello,  and  ask  for  a 
free  music  download  card.  If  we  have  any  left,  it'll  help  you  to  enter  a  contest  to  potentially 
win  $10,000  in  tuition,  a  free  trip  to  Cancun  for  you  and  three  friends,  or  one  of  ten  laptops. 
Now  how  cool  would  that  be? 


187  College  St.  (416)  979-2406 

UTSC  Student  Centre  Suite  149 
(416)  283-0009 

UTM  Student  Centre,  East  Wing 
(905)  820-1162 


^ITRAVELOnS ! 

Canada's  Student  Trove!  Experts  i 

www.travelcuts.com  ' 

1-888-FLY-CUTS  (359-2887)  < 


University  of  Ottawa 


TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  10, 2006  15 


Jay  Hennick  LLB  -  MBA  Program 


nm 


u  Ottawa 

L'Universit6  canadienne 
Canada's  university 


Two  Powerful 
Degrees 

in  a  combined  four-year  program 
Business  and  Law: 

•  an  MBA  from  the  School  of  Management;  and 

•  an  LLB  from  the  Faculty  of  Law,  Common  Law  Section. 


For  more  information  visit: 

www.hennick.uOttawa.ca  or  call  61 3-562-5800,  ext.  3288 
Application  deadline:  November  1,2006 


'TTY  BLOES 


THIS  WEEK'S  GAMES 


LAC  ROSSE  -  Scarbprpugh  Campus 

Men  vs.Western 
Sat.  Oct.  14-1  p.m. 
Men  vs.  McGill 
Sun.  Oct.  iS  -  I  p.m. 


ICE  HOCKEY  -Varsity  Arena 

Men  vs.  Laurier 
Fri.  Oct.  1 3  -  7:30  p.m. 
Men  vs.  Guelph 
Sat.  Oct.  14  -  7:30  p.m. 
Women  vs.Waterloo 
Sun.  Oct.  15-5  p.m. 


80X  OFFICE 


SOCCER  -  Birchmount  Stadium 

Women  vs.  Queen's 

Sat.  Oct.  14  -3  p.m. 

Men  vs.  Queen's 

Sat.  Oct.  14-1  p.m 

Women  vs.  RMC. 

Sun.  Oct.  15-3  p.m. 

Men  vs.  RMC 

Sun.  Oct.  15-1  p.m. 

FIELD  HOCKEY  ■  Lamport  Stadium 
Women  vs.  Carleton  -  9  a.m. 
Women  vs.Western  -  5:45  p.m. 
Sat.  Oct.  14 

Women  vs.  McGill  -  noon 
Sun.  Oct.  1 5 

www.varsityblues.ca 


LEARN  CHINESE  /  ENGLISH  /  SPANISH  / 
GERMAN /FRENCH 

Job  in  China  is  available  for  our  students. 
Professional  teachers,  flexible  time,  reason- 
able fee,  small  class  and  individual  class 
are  available.  Phone:  416-455-8890;  Email: 
chinesel217@hotmail.com 


\  SALE 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec-, 
tion.  Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 

Around  Ac-'iin  Records. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/5.39-9443. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  orsighup.  Just  dial  10-10-940 
before  your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on 
your  local  Bell  bill,  www.1010940.com 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 

ENGLISH/ESSAY  HELP! 

Flexible  hours.  Reasonable  rates.  Certi- 
fied teacher  Near  U  of  T.  416-568-1646. 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  special- 
izing in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  CHM  138, 
139, 247,  ECO  220,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  WITH  SOLUTIONS  AVAIL- 
ABLE FOR  PRACTICE.  C416)-785-8898. 


Advertise  in 


^VARSITY 


ads@thevarsity.ca 

416-946-7604 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email.  DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue- 
Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon.  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6.  Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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VARSITY  COMICS 


sports@thevarsity.ca 


DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


THE  WORLD'S  GREATEST  COMIC  STRIP!  By  Daniel  Kaell 


T 


HEY  T-REX 

TODAY  IS  THE  DAY  WHEN 
EVERYONE  HAS  TO  TELL  A 
STORY  FROH  THEIR  PAST 
BEGINNING  WITH  ~I  WAS 
WtALKING  DOWN  THE  STREET 
TOPLESS   

Den1 ed ! 
V 


Yeah,  The  only  probiGm 
is  there's  absolutely 
no  way  to  accurately 
judge  merit!  ^ 


>  —  Sure 


TODAY  is  the 
day  we  talk 
about 

meritocracy! 


\ 


in  a  meritocracy  all  jobs,  including  govern- 
ment jobs,  are  assigned  based  on  merit,  so 
if  you're  the  best  at  a  job  then  it's  yours, 
regardless  of  your  sex  or  gender  or  race  or 
\  /T^^^^^P^^  mustachio  or  anything! 

But  what  if  I'm  awesome 
at  set  design  while  also 
truly  despising  all 
aspects  of  set  design? 


llv  \ 


wfLisreN  TO  Thie  sojJg  For.  its 
m  >c(\Tm^Tic  DivoLGeMce  that  its 
iM?ePATwe  TO  VALue  cei^BJ^L  nomJS 


Then  you  wouldn't  actually 
be  the  best!    You'd  get  "CSn 

some  other  job  youVe^-  .) 

better  at.  ^ 
.The  result 

PURE  UNCUT  UTOPIA. 


NO  way  dude!    You'd  have  to  know  the 
exact  skills  and  future  potential  of 
EVERYONE.    If  you  had  some  omni- 
scient and  impartial  third  party 
then  MAYBE,  but  you'll  never  get  rid 
of  cronyism  when  y 
c         you  have       <=^^-  ^ 
'f-    ■  regular  dudes 
'    trying  to 
determine 
^  >  Yirtno '  s  best . 
There's  too 
much 

potential 
for 

authori- 
tarianism 
and  corruption 


God!    Can  YOU  be  an 
omniscient  and  impartial 
third  party  for  me? 


J 


HEY  YOU 
KNOW  WHAT 
WOULD  HAVE 
BEEN  BETTER 
THAN 
TALKING 
ABOUT 

MERITOCRACY 
/ 

TOPLESS 
\ 

FRIGGIN 
\ 

FRIENDS 


The  Varsity's  2006-2007  Lecture  Series 

presents  a  neat  talk  by  prolific  Toronto  arts  and  lifestyle  journalist  (Globe  Books, 
Flare,  Chatelaine,  National  Post,  Toronto  Life) 


Nathalie  Atkinson 

Why  I  Hate  Freebies:  Making  it  as  a  Freelancer" 


Wednesday,  October  1 1  at  6:00  p.m.,  Sidney  Smith,  Room  2115 

Q&A  to  follow.  Light  refreshments  will  be  served. 

Another  free  event  brought  to  you  by  U  of  T's  unofficial  journalism  school,  The  Varsityi 
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Ignatieff  haunted  by  Israel  remark 


Rob  Duffy 


TLast  Friday,  Michael  Ignatieff  suited 
up  for  fiis  toughest  lecture  yet  at  the 
University  of  Toronto. 

Having  emerged  with  an  early  lead 
in  the  Liberal  leadership  race,  his 
campaign  was  struck  with  contro- 
versy over  a  remark  he  made  about 
Israel  on  Oct.  8  on  Radio-Canada. 

By  referring  to  Israel's  bombing  of 
a  civilian  site  in  Qana,  Lebanon  this 
summer  as  a  "war  crime,"  Ignatieff 
lost  the  support  of  MP  Susan  Kadis, 
who  resigned  as  co-chair  of  his  GTA 
operation,  dealing  a  blow  to  his  cam- 
paign. 

So  what  was  initially  slated  as 
a  speech  on  equality  in  Stephen 
Harper's  Canada  at  Innis  Town  Hall 
instead  centered  around  the  remark. 
And  it  was  all  the  reporters  asked 
about  during  the  question  period. 

Ignatieff  wasted  no  time  in  ad- 
dressing the  issue,  calling  himself  a 
lifelong  friend  and  supporter  of  the 
state  of  Israel." 

"It  was  a  conflict  provoked  by  Hez- 
bollah and  its  backers  to  lure  Israel 
into  a  wider  war,"  Ignatieff  said  of  the 
Israeli  bombing  of  Lebanon. 

He  attempted  to  clarify  his  re- 


marks about  the  bombing,  saying 
that  Israel  had  exercised  its  right 
to  respond  to  a  threat,  and  that  he 
believes  war  crimes  were  visited  on 
both  Israeli  and  Lebanese  citizens. 

"Whether  war  crimes  were  or  were 
not  committed  in  the  attack  on  Qana 
is  for  international  bodies  to  deter- 
mine," said  Ignatieff,  before  announc- 
ing that  he  will  visit  Israel  as  part  of 
a  delegation  from  the  Canada-Israel 
Committee. 

Ignatieff  also  responded  to  Ste- 
phen Harper's  attack  on  the  Liberal 
leadership  candidates  and  their 
supposed  anti-Israel  bias.  He  called 
Harper's  comments  "a  disgrace," 
and  claimed  that  they  show  a  pro- 
found lack  of  respect  for  the  official 
opposition. 

"No  Prime  Minister  has  the  right  to 
say  that  anyone  who  voices  a  criti- 
cism of  Israel  is  an  enemy  of  Israel," 
Ignatieff  said. 

He  then  launched  an  attack  on  the 
Conservative  Party,  outlining  the 
ways  in  which  the  Conservatives 
and  Liberals  are  continually  polar 
opposites  in  terms  of  political  pro- 
gression. 

SEE  IGNATIEFF'  -  PG  2 


Will  Iggy  pop,' 

He  should  follow  our  seven-point  plan 


CHAMELEON  MIKE?:  Liberal  front-runner  Michael  Ignatieff  shows  off  his  Liberal  hue  at  Innis  Town  Hall  on  Friday 


Michael  Ignatieff  may  be  the  one  to 
beat  in  the  Liberal  leadership  race. 
But  he  is  far  from  being  a  shoo-in. 

Bob  Rae  is  poised  to  chip  away 
further  at  the  gap  between  Iggy  and 
himself.  Third-  and  fourth-place 
candidates  Gerard  Kennedy  and 
Stephane  Dion  are  also  riding  strong 
waves  of  support,  and  cannot  be 
discounted  (see  The  dawn  of  Dion 
on  page  4  for  why  Dion  is  the  Libs' 
best  hope  in  Quebec). 

So,  since  Iggy's  a  bosom  buddy  of 
ours — he  once  deigned  to  use  U  of 
T  as  his  vocational  beard  while  se- 
cretly planning  his  flamboyant  exit 
from  the  political  closet,  after  all, 
and  what  an  educational  handful  of 


►  EDITORIAL  " 

months  it  was! — we  decided  to  give 
him  some  pointers  on  how  to  lock 
down  his  ascendancy  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Big  Red  Cheese. 

1)  Avoid  the  (albeit  natural)  as- 
sumption that  the  Middle  East 
makes  for  convenient,  uncomplicat- 
ed talking  points. 

2)  'Every  Canadian  Matters'  should 
not  mean  'Every  Tie  is  the  Same.' 
Please  ditch  the  combo  of  black 

SEE  EDITORIAL -PG  4 


Dallaire  damns  inaction 


Hayley  Morrison 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Sovereignty  is  no  longer  an  absolute 
and  Canadians  should  not  use  it  as 
an  excuse  to  avoid  taking  action 
where  there  are  obvious  signs  of  hu- 
man rights  abuses,  said  retired  Gen- 
eral Romeo  Dallaire. 

Dallaire  spoke  at  Hart  House  last 
Friday  at  a  dinner  put  on  by  the  Ca- 
nadian Network  for  International  Sur- 
gery, and  U  of  T's  Centre  for  Interna- 
tional Health.  The  dinner  was  meant 
to  launch  CNIS's  STOP  13  campaign, 
which  aims  to  highlight  that  fact  that 


one  out  of  13  women  in  Africa  will  die 
during  childbirth,  and  13  per  cent 
will  die  an  injury-related  death. 

Opening  remarks  by  Ronald  Lett, 
the  founder  of  CNIS,  emphasized  that 
Canadians  living  in  such  a  privileged 
country  need  to  "share  that  privi- 
lege" and  provide  funding  to  prevent 
individuals  in  developing  countries 
from  bleeding  to  death  from  injuries 
that  are  easily  preventable  and  treat- 
able. 

Despite  arriving  an  hour  and  half 
late,  Dallaire  moved  the  audience 
with  a  speech  on  the  failure  of  hu- 
manity to  uphold  humanitarian  ide- 


als. Referring  to  the  Rwandan  geno- 
cide, Sudan's  devastating  internal 
conflict,  and  the  lack  of  effective 
funding  for  CNIS  programs,  Dallaire 
repeatedly  concluded  his  arguments 
by  asking  "are  some  more  human 
than  others?" 

Specifically  targeting  the  under-30 
audience  members,  Dallaire  argued 
that  we  "are  entering  into  a  new  world 
disorder"  and  it  is  time  for  "students 
to  be  a  part  of  the  leadership  strata." 

Dallaire  served  in  the  Canadian 
Forces  for  36  years,  until  2000,  rising 

SEE  DALLAIRE'  -  PG  2 


//JUST  DON'T  CALL  HIM  LIL' KIM 


Bonkers  dictator  Kim  Jong-ll 
and  his  spokespeople  have  said 
that  the  nuclear  test  set  off  by 
North  Korea  was  only  a  pre-emp- 
tive strike  to  defend  against 
American  hostility.  They  might 
have  warned  us  by  showing  us 
some  of  their  national  art,  like 
the  doozy  at  right,  photographed 
recently  at  the  national  gallery  in 
Pyongyang.  (A  translation  of  the 
poster  reads:  "Don't  mess  with 
us.  We  will  wipe  the  U.S.  off  the 
face  of  the  earth!") 
Thanks  for  the  assurances,  guys. 

-SARAH  BARMAK 
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MARGARET  MACMILLAN 
READING 

Nixon  in  China:The  Week  That  Changed  the  World 
Monday,  Oct.  16th  @  7:30PM 
$5  Adnnission 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

Weekly  commuters  lounge  every  Wednesday  in  the 
East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1:30PM 
THISWEEK: Connea  to  theToronto  community 
througt)  involvement  in  one  of  U  ofT's  volunteer 
service  organizations. 
Drop  in  for  coffee  &  cookies,  meet  new  people  and 

find  out  how  you  can  get  involved  on  campus. 
Same  time.  Same  place.  Unlimited  opportunities. 


NEW  IDEAS, 
OLD  BUILDINGS 

Christopher  Hume 

Wednesday  Oct  18th  in  the  Great  Hall. 
Join  Toronto  Star  Critic,  Christopher  Hume  and  the 
university  community  to  talk  about  the  architectural 
renaissance  happening  in  Toronto. 
Free! 


JAZZ  @  OSCARS 

Elizabeth  Shepherd  Trio 

Oct  20th  at  9:00PM 
In  the  Arbor  Room.  Free!  Licensed. 
Hear  a  unique  blend  of  jazz-funk,  soul,  blues,  and 
samba  mixed  with  the  fundamentals  of  Jazz  . 


INTHEJUSTINA  M. 
BARNICKE  GALLERY 

Pierre  Blanchette:Transcoding  Nature. 
Using  as  his  source  of  inspiration  atmospheric  effects 
of  nature,  his  large-scale  abstract  paintings  seek  to 
translate  what  fascinates  him  in  his  surroundings. 
Runs  from  Oct.  19th  until  Nov.  16th. 


For  more  Hart  House 
events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 


'IGNATIEFF  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

He  called  Harper's  vision  of 
Canada  "less  progressive,  less  fair, 
less  just,  and  less  equal,"  before  he 
slammed  Harper  for  his  cuts  in  litera- 
cy programs,  as  well  as  his  abandon- 
ment of  the  Kyoto  protocol. 

Concerning  the  scrapping  of  the 
Kelowna  accord,  signed  in  2005  to 
grant  funding  to  Aboriginal  educa- 
tion and  social  programs,  Ignatieff 
said  "in  Harper's  Canada,  it's  accept- 
able to  break  faith  with  aboriginal 
Canadians  once  again." 

"[Canadians]  do  not  want  a  country 
where  the  values  of  a  right  wing  mi- 
nority are  imposed  by  stealth  on  the 
progressive  majority,"  Ignatieff  pro- 
claimed, and  his  insistence  on  this 
point  was  met  with  applause. 

The  Harvard  scholar's  most  de- 
tailed plan  focused  on  post-sec- 
ondary education,  with  Ignatieff 
promising,  to  expand  the  federal  gov- 
ernment's commitment  to  this  issue. 


He  described  a  four-point  plan  that 
he  believes  will  guarantee  access  to 
education  to  what  he  called  "vulner- 
able youth,"  specifically  those  from 
aboriginal,  rural,  or  lower  income 
families. 

Ignatieff  was  passionate  about  the 
issue,  stressing  that  "if  you've  got 
the  grades  in  Canada,  you  get  to  go." 

He  also  claimed  he  would  oppose 
a  second  cut  to  the  GST,  and  use 
those  extra  funds  to  provide  aid  to 
lower  income  Canadians.  He  would 
introduce  a  federal  working  income 
tax  benefit,  and  Canada's  child  tax 
benefit  would  be  enhanced  following 
his  election,  Ignatieff  said. 

Ignatieff  positioned  these  pro- 
posed reforms  in  the  ongoing  battle 
of  ideologies  between  the  Conserva- 
tives and  Liberals,  which  he  called  "a 
politics  of  selfishness  versus  a  poli- 
tics of  community." 

Still,  Ignatieff's  Israel  remark  con- 
tinued to  haunt  him  at  Sunday's  final 
debate  between  the  eight  Liberal 


leadership  contenders  in  Toronto. 
On  foreign  policy,  Ignatieff  was  at- 
tacked by  second-place  candidate 
Bob  Rae.  Rae  claimed  that  Ignatieff 
had  flip-flopped  on  the  "Middle  East 
issue"  three  times  in  one  week. 

"I  actually  don't  know  where  you 
stand  on  this  issue,"  Rae  taunted. 

"Absolutely  untrue,"  Ignatieff  shot 
back.  "You've  known  me  for  40  years 
and  you  know  that's  not  true." 

The  press  pack  pressed  him  on 
the  point  again  at  his  post-debate 
conference. 

"I've  made  my  position  clear"  Igna- 
tieff responded.  He  added  it  was  "a 
slander"  for  Stephen  Harper  to  paint 
Liberals  as  anti-Israel. 

But  it  was  Stephane  Dion  who  best 
summarized  for  Liberals  Sunday's 
debate. 

"We  need  to  go  back  to  power  as 
soon  as  possible,"  Dion  said.  The 
new  Liberal  leader  will  be  anointed 
at  a  national  convention  in  Montreal, 
on  Dec.  2-3. 


'DALLAIRE'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general.  He 
was  in  charge  of  the  UN  assistance 
mission  to  Rwanda  in  April  1994,  af- 
ter the  country's  ethnic  Hutu  presi- 
dent was  assassinated.  Nearly  a  mil- 
lion Tutsis  and  Hutu  moderates  were 
murdered  by  extremist  Hutus  in  the 
subsequent  slaughter. 

Dallaire  believes  the  "permitted 
genocide,  global  terrorism,  nuclear 
proliferation  and  legal  mercenar- 
ies" of  vulnerable  areas  in  Africa, 
the  Middle  East  and  north-east  Asia 
have  made  the  urgent  need  for  an  era 
of  conflict  resolution. 


According  to  him,  the  human  di- 
mension of  conflict  resolution  has 
three  phases:  conflict  prevention, 
crisis  response,  and  reconciliation 
and  nation  building.  Given  that  the 
simplicity  of  the  past  has  shifted, 
said  Dallaire,  we  are  mostly  impro- 
vising crisis  management. 

"Canada  cannot  continue  to  act 
small  time,"  he  said. 

Dallaire  left  the  audience  to  con- 
sider their  responsibility  to  protect 
people  from  "hemorrhagic  death,"  or 
bleeding  to  death  from  preventable 
and  treatable  injuries  caused  by 
war,  genocide  or  even  simple  road 
injuries,  falls  and  burns. 


Since  1995,  CNIS  has  taught  surgi- 
cal practioners  in  developing  coun- 
tries numerous  life-saving  surgical 
techniques,  such  as  hernia  repair 
and  Caesarian  section.  However,  the 
organization  is  always  on  the  verge 
of  bankruptcy,  according  to  Lett,  and 
currently  has  no  funding  for  major 
projects. 

Both  Lett  and  Andrew  Howard, 
Director  of  the  Office  of  Internation- 
al Surgery,  pointed  to  the  fact  that 
"Canada  has  not  lived  up  to  its  global 
expectations"  spending  only  0.2  per 
cent  of  its  GDP  on  international  de- 
velopment assistance,  far  short  of 
the  U.N.'s  goal  of  0.7  per  cent. 
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The  fliture  of  museums 


Ben  Spurr 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


For  the  past  three  years,  it's  been 
growing — that  spiky  mass  of  gird- 
ers at  the  corner  of  Avenue  Road 
and  Bloor  Street  West.  And  growing 
with  it  are  anxieties  about  how  the 
radical  space  will  change  the  way 
patrons  think  of  the  museum. 

By  next  June,  the  Crystal,  the  cen- 
terpiece of  a  massive  restoration 
and  expansion  project,  will  have 
transformed  the  ROM  into  one  of 
the  city's  most  distinctive  buildings. 
But  cultural  commentator  Adam 
Gopnik  warns  that  a  certain  danger 
comes  with  making  the  museum  a 
social  locus. 

"We  want  to  avoid  the  'museum 
as  mall,'"  he  said.  "That  is,  a  place  of 


//NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Blkechain  levy  bid  derailed 

Bikechain,  who  were  seeking  a  25  cent 
levy  to  provide  funding  for  repair  and 
maintenance  supplies,  incurred  five 
demerit  points  for  campaigning  on 
a  bike  within  6  metres  of  polling  sta- 
tions. Another  10  points  were  given 
for  interfering  with  poll  clerks  by 
touching  confidential  materials. 

Though  the  unofficial  results  were 
88  per  cent  in  favour,  the  Bikechain 
referendum  did  not  reach  quorum, 
only  receiving  around  1,000  out  of  a 
necessary  2,100  votes.  Bikechain  said 
it  would  put  the  issue  to  a  referendum 
issue  again  next  spring. 

Shaun  Alphonso,  a  University  Col- 
lege by-election  candidate,  received 
eight  out  of  a  possible  35  demerit 
points  for  violation  of  campaign 
rules  under  the  Elections  Procedure 
Code.  Alphonso  was  cited  as  failing 
to  comply  with  the  rules  of  fair  play, 
sabotaging  the  campaigns  of  other 
candidates,  misrepresenting  fact  in 
an  online  forum,  and  using  of  a  non- 
arm's-length  party  to  assist  with  his 
campaign. 

Both  he  and  Robert  Kleinman,  an- 
other UC  candidate,  incurred  an  ad- 
ditional 10  demerit  points  for  posting 
campaign  material  online  without  the 
approval  of  the  CRO. 

"There  were  some  misunderstand- 
ings and  misinterpretations  of  rules 
regarding  Facebook,"  said  Alphonso. 
"The  information  did  need  to  go 
through  SAC  first." 

Official  results  of  the  by-election 
have  not  yet  been  released. 
-AMY  SMITHERS 


pleasure  in  its  cheapest  form." 

Gopnik  spoke  at  the  inaugural 
Eva  Holtby  Lecture  on  Contempo- 
rary Culture  at  the  ROM  on  Friday 
night.  Best  known  for  his  frequent 
columns  in  the  New  Yorker,  Gopnik 
discussed  the  changing  nature  of 
museums  and  the  ROM's  current 
campaign  to  become  a  modern  cul- 
tural institution. 

"MoMa  [New  York's  Museum  of 
Modern  Art]  reminds  one  of  a  mall," 
Gopnik  lamented,  referring  to  the 
hoards  of  visitors  who  fill  its  trendy 
halls  by  the  thousands  but  tend  to 
be  more  absorbed  with  each  other 
than  with  the  museum's  collection. 

"Building  a  good  museum  is  an 
art.  What  we  want  is  a  mindful  mu- 
seum," said  Gopnik,  a  long-time  resi- 
dent of  Montreal  before  moving  to 


the  United  States  in  the  80s. 

He  told  the  assembled  crowd  that 
in  the  past  museums  were  essen- 
tially mausoleums  for  dead  civiliza- 
tions, preserving  artifacts  from  by- 
gone times  to  let  patrons  encounter 
them  in  an  intimate  setting.  This  led 
to  a  very  solitary,  albeit  deep  mu- 
seum experience. 

In  contrast  to  earlier  institutions, 
Gopnik  believes  that  these  days 
museum-goers  "want  museums  as 
a  metaphor  for  our  own  life,"  and 
seek  a  more  exciting  and  outgoing 
institution.  The  new  kind  of  mu- 
seum cropping  up  in  cities  like  New 
York  and  Madrid  aims  for  direct 
aesthetic  pleasure  and  "puts  art  in 
your  face  as  soon  as  you  enter  it," 
said  Gopnik.  At  the  same  time  this 
new  'mindful  museum'  serves  as  "a 


central  arena  in  the  social  sense," 
providing  a  forum  for  the  city's  aca- 
demic and  cultural  expression. 

Becoming  a  social  space  is  high  on 
the  agenda  of  the  ROM's  leadership, 
who  launched  Renaissance  ROM, 
one  of  the  world's  largest  museum 
restructuring  projects,  in  2003.  By 
its  completion  in  2007,  the  ROM  will 
have  27  new  galleries  and  30,000 
square  metres  of  new  and  renovated 
space,  almost  doubling  its  display 


space  and — it's  hoped — greatly  in- 
creasing the  flow  of  visitors. 

Christopher  Holtby,  whose  father 
Philip  Holtby  is  sponsoring  the 
lecture  series  in  honour  of  his  late 
wife,  introduced  the  evening  with 
remarks  about  turning  the  ROM  into 
an  interactive,  communal  space.  He 
praised  the  revamping  for  helping 
the  museum  "bring  new  and  innova- 
tive ideas  to  a  forum  where  we  will 
listen,  discuss  and  enjoy." 


Responsible 
Gambung 

COUNOl 


UJork  on  Campus  -  Corn  $10/houri 

The  Responsible  Gambling  Council  (RGQ  is  looking  for  students  with  great 
interpersonol  skills  to  assist  with  Know  the  Score,  an  interactive  awareness 
program  designed  to  prevent  gambling-related  problems  among  young 
adults. 


[ 


The  program  will  visit  University  of  Toronto  St.  George  campus  from 
November  ]  3  - 1 6.  Students  must  be  available  to  attend  a  paid  troining 
session  on  Sunday,  November  12th  from  1  pm  -  4  pm. 


Apply  online  before  November  3, 2006  of  www.knovrthescore.co/on/jobs.cfm 


YEAR  OF   LANGUAGES   2006    -    200  7 

Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  Speaker  Series 

UNIVERSITY    OF  TORONTO 


Tomson  Highway 

On  Crce  Compared  to  Two  European 
Languages:  English  and  French 


The  Friends  of  the  Library,  Trinity  College 

31  St  Annual  Book  Sale 

October  20-24,  2006 

Friday  October  20: 6  pm-10  pm 

{Admission  $5) 
Saturday  October  21: 10  pm-8pm 
Sunday  October  22:  noon- 8pm 
Monday  October  23: 10  pm-8pm 
Tuesday  October  24: 10  pm-Spm 

(no  admission  charge  Sat  -  Tues) 

cash  ■  cheque  •  debit  ■  Amex  ■  Mastercard  •  V, 
6  Hoskin  Avenue,  upstairs  in  Seeley  Hall 
Museum,  St  George  Subway,  or  WeUesley  Bus  94  to  the  door 
416  •  978  •  6750  www.trinity.utoronto.ca/library/booksale 


Tfiursday,  October  26, 2006  •  7  p.m. 
George  IgnatieffTfieatre,  15  Devonshire  Place 


Free  Admission  •  General  Seating  •  Call  416-946-7950  or 
visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca/languages  for  more  information. 


■ 


Presented  by  the  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 
at  tfio  University'  of  Toronto. 


The  2006  S.D.  Clark  Memorial  Lecture  in  Sociology 

The  Internet  in  Everyday  Life 


Barry  Wellman 

S.  D.  Clark  Chair  in  Sociology,  Department  of 
Sociology,  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 
University  of  Toronto 


Tuesday,  October  24, 2006 
7  pm 

George  Ignatieff  Theatre 
1 5  Devonshire  Place 
Free  Admission  •  General  Seating 


WCULl  Y 
"/AKJS& 
SCIENCE 


Visit  www/.artsci.irtoronto.ca  or  call  946  593  7 

for  more  Information. 

Piesented  by  the  Department  of  Socioiog)'  and  the  Facult>'  of  Arts 
and  Science.  University  of  Toronto 
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VARSITY  COMMENT 


opinions@thevarsity.ca 


A  man,  a  plan 


•EDITORIAL  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

jacket,  white  shirt,  and  very  weirdly 
patterned  red  tie  for  at  least  a  week — 
please.  Even  Bobby  Rae,  with  his 
Warholesque  shock  of  hair,  seems 
nicer  to  the  eye  than  you  lately. 

3)  Carry  around  red  mood  lights 
and  install  them  wherever  you  give  a 
speech.  It'll  help  with  that  Liberal-red 
glow  (see  cover).  (So  will  a  shot  of  Ca- 
nadian Club.) 

4)  Talking  like  a  politician  is  a  far, 
far  harder  thing  than  dropping  sexy, 
caddishly  self-contradictory  state- 
ments in  a  Harvard  classroom.  In 
academia,  your  indecision  is  'polyva- 
lent'; in  politics,  you're  'flip-flopping.' 
Be  more  calculating.  (-Of  course, 
lord  knows  that  having  two  opposing 
points  of  view  in  this  country  (even 
on  war  crimes)  is  somewhat  prefer- 
able to  having  none  at  all.) 

5)  If  you  win  the  leadership,  consid- 
er talking  a  lot  more  about  your  wife, 
Zsuzsanna  Zsohar,  as  the  federal 


election  approaches  (or  just  saying 
her  name  a  lot).  Her  name  is  a  perfect 
mnemonic  cocktail  for  voter  mindful- 
ness, and  it's  also  zsoooo  zsnazzy  as 
a  faddish  name  for  2007  babies. 

6)  You've  already  done  a  sight  bet- 
ter than  Mel  Gibson:  you've  pledged 
to  take  a  symbolic  trip  to  Israel  to 
atone  for  your  "Qana  equals  war 
crime"  gaffe.  But  don't  stop  there. 
You're  known  for  evaluating  coun- 
tries like  Iran  based  on  visits  to  their 
tourist  areas  only.  What  better  way  to 
evaluate  the  massacre  sites  yourself 
than  to  leave  your  handlers  behind, 
to  venture  outside  the  bounds  of  your 
pre-planned  route?  Make  the  most  of 
it:  the  slums  and  rubble  of  war  are 
your  friends. 

7)  Visit  Palestinian  president  Mah- 
moud  Abbas  while  you're  making  the 
rounds  of  Israeli  leaders. 

Michael,  you  (and  competitor  Rae) 
are  Varsity  alumni,  and  we  look  after 
our  own.  Do  these  things,  and  Iggy 
won't  have  to  be  a  Stooge. 


UNIVERSITY  OFTORONTO 


FACULTY  OF  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  AND  HEALTH 

COUNCIL  OF  ATHLETICS  AND 
RECREATION 

NOTICE  OF  BY-ELECTION 
FALL  2006 

Elections  will  be  held  on 
TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  17  AND 
WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  18 

I  Female  Student  Representative: 
Cait  Dmitriew;  Masha  Sidorova 

I  Mate  Student  Representative: 
Marc  Mazzucco;  Mat  Stiver-Balla 

Voting  will  be  in  the  Main  Lobby  of  the 
Athletic  Centre,  each  day  between 
10:00  a.m.  and  4:00  p.m. 

All  U  ofT  students  v^ho  are  registered  on  the 
St.  George  campus  and  pay  an  Athletic  Centre 
fee  are  eligible  to  vote. 


The  dawn  of  Dion 

Libs  should  look  to  Quebec— again— for  their  next  leader 


Sunny  Putt 


Last  weekend  the  race  to  succeed  Paul 
Martin  as  leader  of  the  Liberal  Party 
became  clearer  It's  Michael  Ignatieff's 
race  to  lose,  but  Bob  Rae,  Stephane 
Dion,  and  Gerrard  Kennedy  still  have  a 
reasonable  shot  to  win  the  leadership. 

Unlike  past  leadership  races  which 
were  foregone  conclusions,  this  one 
really  matters  for  the  Liberals.  In  the 
last  few  yecirs,  infighting  between  the 
Chretien  and  Martin  factions  of  the 
party,  plus  the  constant  headaches  of 
the  sponsorship  scandal,  have  made 
life  hard  for  the  Liberals.  Responding 
to  these  problems,  Canadians  all  over 
the  country,  but  especially  in  Quebec, 
punished  the  Liberals  and  voted  in 
Stephen  Harper's  Conservatives  ear- 
lier this  year. 

With  the  party  in  disarray,  this  lead- 
ership race  is  about  determining  who 
can  unite  the  Liberals  and  bring  them 
back  into  power 

I  believe  that  Stephane  Dion  is  the 
right  man  for  the  job.  Dion,  the  only 
Quebecker  and  the  lone  candidate 
with  extensive  government  experi- 
ence at  the  federal  level,  is  running  on 
a  platform  of  social  justice,  economic 
prosperity,  and  environmental  sus- 
tainability. 

He  pledges  to  make  huge  invest- 
ments in  the  education  system,  which 
will  help  Canada  compete  better  in 
the  global  economy.  This  is  a  key  is- 
sue since  the  only  way  to  improve  the 


Stephan  Dion:  is  the  widely-respected  feder- 
alist the  Liberals'  next  great  hope? 

standard  of  living  for  Canadians  is  to 
better  the  education  system.  Higher 
education  opens  up  a  wealth  of  oppor- 
tunity for  people  all  over  the  country, 
allowing  more  and  more  to  enjoy  the 
comfortable  lifestyle  already  experi- 
enced by  many  Canadians. 

Dion  addresses  another  issue  that 
is  of  great  importance  to  Canadians: 
national  unity.  With  the  debacle  of 
the  sponsorship  scandal  deeply  en- 
trenched in  the  minds  of  Quebeckers, 
and  the  separatist  movement  being  re- 
energized, there  is  no  better  candidate 
to  counter  this  threat. 

After  the  federalists'  razor-thin  vic- 
tory in  the  1995  Quebec  referendum, 
then-PM  Chretien  appointed  Dion  as 


Intergovernmental  Affairs  minister  to 
boost  the  federalist  cause  in  Quebec. 
Dion  turned  out  to  be  the  separatists' 
worst  nightmare,  authoring  the  Clarity 
Act  that  established  the  rules  for  the 
next  referendum  in  Quebec.  With  this 
important  piece  of  legislation,  Dion 
developed  an  image  as  a  hard-line  fed- 
eralist in  the  mould  of  Pierre  Trudeau. 
Dion  argues  that  Quebec  is  an  integral 
part  of  Canada  that  makes  the  country 
more  diverse,  multicultural,  and  ac- 
cepting of  anyone  of  any  race  or  ethnic 
background. 

I  feel  that  Dion's  firm  federalist  posi- 
tion shows  how  much  he  cares  about 
national  unity.  He  argues  that  you  can 
be  a  Quebecker  but  also  a  Canadian, 
in  the  way  that  citizens  from  Alberta 
or  Nova  Scotia  see  themselves.  As 
a  recent  immigrant  to  Canada  and  a 
French  speaiker,  I  am  fascinated  by 
the  francophone  culture  in  Quebec. 
I  feel  that  the  province  adds  to,  not 
subtracts  from,  the  diverse  culture  of 
this  country.  With  the  Liberals  strug- 
gling in  Quebec,  the  best  hope  of  sav- 
ing their  image  there  lies  with  the  only 
Quebecker  in  the  race. 

Though  not  a  frontrunner,  Dion 
hopes  that  he  can  ride  support  dur- 
ing the  second  round  of  balloting 
into  victory,  especially  if  supporters 
of  the  "Anybody  but  Rae  or  Ignatieff 
platform  jump  to  his  camp.  With  less 
than  two  months  to  go  in  a  race  that 
has  already  seen  its  share  of  surprises, 
anything  can  happen. 


Smackdowns  and 
props 

Re:  Israel  debate  rages  on, 
Oct.  10 

As  a  U  of  T  student  who  values  fair 
and  balanced  reporting  as  well  as 
tolerance  for  mankind,  I  was  extremely 
disheartened  to  read  this  article. 
When  enquiring  about  what  happened 
outside  of  the  conference  when  mem- 
bers of  the  Jewish  Defence  League 
showed  up  to  protest,  the  reporter's 
source  was  the  conference  organizers 
themselves;  if  this  doesn't  scream 
bias,  then  I  just  don't  know  what  does. 

Coalition  against  Israeli  Apartheid 
members  maintain  that  they  were 
accosted  by  the  JDL,  which  was 
unnecessary  if  it  did  happen.  But  the 
reporter  failed  to  realize  that  this  was 
not  a  one-sided  fight:  members  of 
the  JDL  maintain  that  they  had  their 
material  ripped  out  of  their  hands  and 
were  forced  off  the  steps  in  front  of 
the  conference.  The  organizers  of  the 


LETTERS 


conference  used  their  legal  right  to 
free  speech;  the  same  rights  should 
have  been  afforded  to  those  in  protest. 
If  the  reporter  had  wanted  to  write  an 
editorial  concerning  the  conference, 
it  should  not  have  been  fronted  as  a 
news  story. 

Tori  Cheifeiz 

•  Refreshing,  encouraging,  coura- 
geous, challenging,  balanced — free- 
dom of  the  press  lives  at  The  Varsity. 
I  am  a  member  of  the  public  who 
attended  the  conference  covered  in 
the  above  article.  The  reporting  in  The 
Varsity  was  top-notch  and  exceeded 
anything  we  might  find  in  the  main- 
stream media. 

There  are  a  number  of  encouraging 
signs  in  this  debate — we're  talking 
about  it  in  the  West,  in  Canada.  There 
are  also  discouraging  signs,  such  as 
the  mainstream  media's  approach, 
where  a  bunch  of  politicians  throwing 
one-liners  at  each  other,  too  afraid 


to  engage  in  serious  discussion,  gets 
more  coverage  than  a  broad  cross- 
section  of  society  willing  to  spend  a 
weekend  discussing  the  issues.  The 
Varsity  has  put  a  dent  in  this. 


Robert  Allison 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE; 


Go  online  to  www.thevarsity.  - 
ca  for  PAUL  H.LEMAY's  cutting 
analysis  of  the  Liberal  leadership 
race:  are  any  of  these  characters 
bold  enough  to  change  the  party's 
political  diaper?  The  job  ain't 
pretty.  See  Changing  the  Liberal 
diaper 

Also  online,  STEVEN  KRAFT 
bemoans  the  lack  of  balanced 
debate  about  the  Middle 
East.  Obscenities  stamped  on 
buttons  replaced  cross-cultural 
understanding  at  the  recent  on- 
campus  conference,  and  that's  just 
depressing.  See  Hope  fading  for 
intelligent  Middle  East  debate. 
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In  the  eye  of  the  panda 

Pandas  may  be  black  and  white  all  over, 
but  new  research  suggests  their  sight  is  in 
colour.  A  recent  study  out  of  the  Georgia 
Institute  of  Technology,  found  that  pandas 
have  the  ability  to  discriminate  between 
colours  and  various  shades  of  gray,  though 
the  study  did  not  establish  whether  pan- 
das could  differentiate  between  colours. 
Yang  Yang  and  Lun  Lun,  two  giant  pandas 
at  Zoo  Atlcmta,  were  presented  with  three 
plastic  pipes,  two  hanging  under  a  gray 
sheet  of  paper  and  one  hanging  under  a 
coloured  paper  The  panda  would  get  a 
treat  if  it  pushed  the  pipe  under  the  co- 
loured paper,  but  not  if  it  pushed  the  pipe 
under  the  gray  paper.  It  was  found  that  the 
pandas'  performances  in  identifying  and 
choosing  the  colour  were  in  most  cases 
above  chance.  The  researchers  propose 
that  colour  vision  can  be  useful  when  for- 
aging for  bamboo  as  the  panda  would  be 
able  to  distinguish  between  green,  healthy 
bcunboo  and  a  brown,  d5ang  plant. 
Source:  Learning  and  Behavior 
— Mayce  Al-Sukhni 

Embrace  the  breast,  not  the 
bottle 

Speaking  at  the  All-Ireland  Conference  to 
mark  the  finale  of  National  Breastfeeding 
Week  in  Ireland,  internationally  renowned 
breastfeeding  specialist  and  Toronto- 
based  doctor  Jack  Newman  voiced  an 
opinion  shared  by  many  of  his  colleagues. 
For  the  medical  community,  public  at- 
titudes surrounding  the  "bottle-feeding 
model"  have  posed  a  major  obstacle  to 
increasing  numbers  of  breastfed  babies. 
Catherine  Murphy  of  the  Health  Service 
Executive,  an  Irish  public  health  program, 
suggested  that  myths  are  sustained  be- 
cause "how-to"  childccU'e  knowledge  is 
passed  down  from  "mother  to  daughter, 
sister  to  sister,  [and]  friend  to  friend," 
regardless  of  the  value  of  the  informa- 
tion. In  this  way,  proposed  Newman, 
the  "model"  becomes  embedded  in  the 
cultural  psyche.  Breastfed  babies  are 
protected  from  respiratory  and  ear  infec- 
tions, eczema  emd  gastroenteritis,  while 
mothers  who  breastfeed  lower  their  risks 
of  developing  breast  and  ovarian  cancer 
as  well  as  osteoporosis.  Ireland,  however, 
has  one  of  the  lowest  breastfeeding  rates 
in  the  world. 
Source:  Medindia.com 
— ^Abigail  Slinger 

Pint-sized  powerhouses 

Phytoplankton,  the  microscopic  plants  of 
the  ocean,  are  known  to  produce  a  large 
amount  of  energy,  yet  an  estimate  of  this 
amount  has  only  recently  been  identified. 
Researchers  have  calculated  that  phyto- 
plankton annually  produce  63  terawatts 
of  energy,  about  five  times  the  annual 
power  consumption  of  human  civiliza- 
tion around  the  world.  They  further  found 
that  the  marine  biosphere,  whose  food 
chain  is  based  on  phytoplankton,  invest 
about  one  percent  of  their  chemical  en- 
ergy potential  into  mechanical  energy, 
manifested  by  the  swimming  motions  of 
creatures  like  whales  or  shrimp.  These 
phytoplankton-driven  motions  act  to  stir 
the  waters  and  circulate  deep  cold  waters 
to  the  surface  of  the  ocean.  This,  in  turn, 
works  to  maintain  climate  control.  Despite 
their  size,  phytoplankton  are  enormously 
important  in  the  machinery  of  the  ocean 
and  serve  as  good  indicators  of  when  this 
machinery  is  disrupted. 
Source:  Journal  of  Marine  Research 
-MA 


Disease  duos  explain  genes 


What  do  deadly  genetic  diseases  have  to  do  with 
bacterial  infections?  MANDY  LO  uncovers  the  reason 
why  bad  genes  sometimes  have  the  advantage. 


The  symptoms  of  cystic  fibrosis 
are  anything  but  pretty.  Thick 
mucous  in  the  lungs  clogs 
the  airways  and  provides  a  comfort- 
able breeding  ground  for  bacteria  to 
thrive. 

Before  the  1960s,  patients  with  cys- 
tic fibrosis  died  of  lung  infection  be- 
fore they  reached  the  age  of  four.  Yet  it 
remains  one  of  the  most  common  ge- 
netic diseases  in  people  of  European 
descent.  What  could  have  allowed  the 
cystic  fibrosis  gene — and  other  dead- 
ly hereditary  diseases — to  persist  for 
so  long? 

"There  was  pressure  in  the  popula- 
tion— either  now  or  in  the  past — that 
made  the  disease  more  common 
than  you  may  anticipate  by  random 
chance,"  explained  Dr.  Johanna  Rom- 
mens,  a  geneticist  at  the  Hospital  for 
Sick  Children  and  one  of  the  scientists 
who  had  identified  the  gene  respon- 
sible for  cystic  fibrosis,  called  CFTR. 

One  of  such  pressures  may  be  that 
the  'heterozygote  advantage',  the  situ- 
ation in  which  a  carrier  of  cystic  fibro- 
sis— a  person  with  one  healthy  and 
one  defective  copy  of  the  gene — has 
a  better  chance  of  survival  than  one 
with  two  normal  or  two  defective 
copies.  Scientists  hypothesized  that 
having  a  single  copy  of  the  defective 
gene  protects  against  conditions  such 
as  cholera  and  tuberculosis,  allowing 
carriers  to  survive  these  infections,  so 
future  generations  inherit  the  defec- 
tive copy. 

The  classic  example  of  the  hetero- 
zygote advantage  is  sickle-cell  ane- 
mia. Those  with  two  defective  copies 
of  the  sickle-cell  gene  die  prematurely 
when  their  deformed  red  blood  cells 
clog  blood  vessels.  However,  carri- 
ers of  sickle-cell  anemia — having  one 
copy  of  the  defective  gene — do  not 
show  symptoms  of  it  and  are  more  re- 
sistant to  malaria  than  either  normal 
individuals  or  those  with  sickle-cell 
symptoms.  Though  possessing  two 
copies  of  the  defective  gene  is  fatal, 
possessing  only  one  can  protect  a  per- 
son against  death  from  malaria.  In  Af- 
rica and  other  developing  countries, 
infection  with  the  malaria  parasite  is 
often  fatal  and  still  occurs  today  with 
high  frequency. 

Researchers  propose  that  cystic 
fibrosis,  like  sickle-cell,  has  persisted 
for  similar  protective  purposes.  Cystic 
fibrosis  is  caused  by  a  mutation  in  the 
CFTR  gene,  which  is  important  in  ev- 
ery surface  of  the  body,  including  the 
lining  of  the  lung,  the  pancreas,  and 
the  reproductive  system.  Normally, 
the  CFTR  gene  is  responsible  for  main- 
taining the  proper  balance  of  salt  and 
water  inside  cells  of  the  major  organs. 

Past  research  has  shown  that  hav- 
ing the  defective  CFTR  gene  is  ben- 
eficial in  surviving  a  cholera  infection. 
Vibrio  cholerae,  the  bacteria  respon- 
sible, produces  a  toxin  that  causes 
cells  to  release  water,  leading  to  diar- 
rhea and  dehydration.  Carriers  of  the 
CFTR  defect  express  only  half  the 
normal  amount  of  the  CFTR  protein, 
but  enough  to  evade  the  symptoms  of 
cystic  fibrosis.  In  a  cholera  infection, 
this  genetic  defect  actually  helps  the 
body  retain  water  and  prevents  dehy- 
dration. Cholera  outbreaks,  then,  may 
have  allowed  this  defect  to  flourish  in 


human  populations. 

The  cholera  outbreak  during  the 
Industrial  Revolution  has  been  impli- 
cated as  one  of  the  main  events  that 
pushed  the  CFTR  mutation  to  its  cur- 
rent rates  of  appearance. 

"You  can  have  an  effect  that  hap- 
pened four  generations  ago  but  still 
see  it  in  today's  population,"  explained 
Rommens. 

Today,  tuberculosis  is  another  can- 
didate for  cystic  fibrosis  prevalence. 
A  recent  publication  has  analyzed  the 
historical  demographic  data  and  con- 
cluded the  tuberculosis  pandemic  be- 
tween 1600  and  1900  may  have  select- 
ed strongly  for  carriers.  Cystic  fibrosis 
patients  have  decreased  activity  in 
the  arylsulfatase  B  enzyme,  on  which 
the  tuberculosis  bacteria  relies. 

If  past  malaria,  cholera  and  tubercu- 
losis outbreaks  had  shaped  the  gene 
pool  of  the  present,  it  is  no  doubt  that 
current  pandemics  like  HIV/AIDS  are 
exerting  a  selective  pressure  on  the 
global  population  right  now  and  will 
change  the  genetic  variation  of  the 
future. 

"AIDS  can  select  for  certain  immu- 
nological responses,"  Rommens  said. 

HIV  may  be  driving  the  spread  of 
certain  mutations  that  confer  resis- 
tance to  AIDS,  for  example,  the  CCR5 
gene.  The  gene  determines  how  long 
after  infection  the  sjmnptoms  of  AIDS 
appear,  and  scientists  postulate  the 
CCR5  mutation  that  delays  the  onset 
of  AIDS  will  become  more  predomi- 
nant in  the  population  over  time. 
Whether  the  mutation  is  harmful  on 
its  own,  like  sickle-cell  or  cystic  fibro- 
sis, remains  to  be  seen. 

"AIDS  influences  the  immune  system 
dramatically,"  said  Rommens.  "We  will 
see  its  effects  in  a  hundred  years." 


The  sickle-shaped  red  blood  cells  of  an  Individual  with  sickle-cell  anemia. 


I     OPIRG  -  Toronto:  Special  Members  Meeting 

I  At  our  members  meeting  you  can  learn  more  about  OPIRG  and  get 
[involved!  All  of  our  action  groups  will  be  having  their  first  meeting  at  this 
I  meeting  and  discussing  campaigns  and  actions  for  the  year, 
j  Seeking  New  Board  Members:Being  on  the  Board  requires  approximately 
1 4  hours  per  week.  You  will  participate  in  financial  management,  collective 
idecision-makirig,  organizational  strategic  planning,  media  relations  and 
i  much  more.  Elections  take  place  at  our  Special  Members  Meeting  on 
1  October  30,  2006,  6-8pm  at  ttie  AMNI  Centre  -  246  Bloor  Street  West, 
|Rm  100.  For  nomination  packages  or  for  more  mfomation,  please  contact 
our  office  or  visit  our  website:www.opirguoft.org.  Nomination  Packages 
MUST  be  submitted  to  the  OPIRG  office  no  later  than  4pm,  Monday, 
October  16.  101-563  Spadina  Ave.,  Rm  101.  Toronto.  Tel:  416-978-7770 


14  McCaul  SI.  Toronto  416-598-2581 
Just  north  of  Queen  and  2  blocks  west  of  University. 
www.malabar.net 
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Richard  Gere  leans  over  to  Julia 
Roberts  in  Pretty  Woman  and 
famously  whispers,  "People's 
reactions  to  opera  the  first  time  they 
see  it  is  very  dramatic.  They  either 
love  it  or  they  hate  it.  If  they  love  it, 
they  will  always  love  it.  If  they  don't, 
they  may  learn  to  appreciate  it,  but 
it  will  never  become  part  of  their 
soul." 

In  my  second  year  at  U  of  T,  a 
friend  of  mine  took  a  class  in  the 
Slavic  Studies  department.  They 
offered  cheap  tickets  to  see  a  Cana- 
dian Opera  Company  production  of 
Gioachino  Rossini's  The  Italian  Girl 
in  Algiers.  1  recall  being  slightly  wor- 
ried before  the  performance.  Would  1 
enjoy  it?  Would  I  be  able  to  decipher 
the  Italian?  Would  I  be  entertained 
after  spending  years  attending  rock 
concerts?  Could  I  ever  learn  to  ap- 
preciate something  that  seems, 
quite  frankly,  snobby?  1  seemed  to  be 
swimming  in  a  sea  of  doubt. 

My  fears  instantly  subsided  as  the 
orchestra  began  the  overture.  This 
one  opera,  which  1  attended  on  a 
whim,  had  me  hooked.  And  it  did  in- 
deed become  part  of  my  soul. 

Since  then,  1  have  seen  every  opera 
I  could,  regardless  of  venue  or  less- 
than-ideal  seating  arrangements.  1 
once  spent  five  hours  at  the  Metro- 
politan Opera  in  New  York  with  my 
head  at  a  45-degree  angle  to  catch 
every  last  minute  of  Verdi's  La  forza 
del  destino.  (Some  ligaments  are  still 
recovering!)  While  1  don't  suggest 
sustaining  personal  injury  to  see  an 
opera,  the  culture  of  this  very  old  art 
form  is  actually  in  a  period  of  tran- 
sition, and  is  slowly  becoming  more 
accessible,  particularly  to  younger 
audiences. 

For  quite  some  time,  The  Canadian 
Opera  Company  has  been  offering 


/^^w  Opens  up 

JOHANNA  HERMAN  lifts  the  curtain  on  this  suprisingly  accessible  art  form 


The  Canadian  Opera  Company,  which  is  producing  Cossi  fan  tutte  (above)  at  the  Four  Seasons  Centre  for  the  Pert ormaing  Arts,  is 
actively  reaching  out  to  a  new  generation  of  theatre-goers. 


cheap  tickets  under  their  Opera  for  a 
New  Age  initiative.  This  opportunity 
allows  opera-goers  under  the  age  of 
30  to  see  current  productions  at  se- 
riously reduced  prices  (and  get  this: 
the  seats  aren't  bad,  either!).  With 
the  opening  of  the  new  Four  Sea- 


sons Centre  on  Queen  West,  inter- 
est in  opera  has  increased  dramati- 
cally, translating  into  frequently  full 
houses  and  a  vibrant  and  dedicated 
scene. 

Recently,  I  had  the  chance  to 
see  a  working  rehearsal  of  Cosi  fan 


tutte.  And  while  the  term  "working 
rehearsal"  means  singers  are  often 
holding  back  their  full  vocal  prow- 
ess and  lighting  is  still  being  tinkered 
with,  the  production  was  impressive 
and  promises  to  be  another  hit,  fol- 
lowing in  the  footsteps  of  Wagner's 


Ring  Cycle,  which  was  staged  back  in 
September. 

This  Mozart  opera,  the  title  of 
which  literally  translates  to  "All 
Women  are  Alike,"  revolves  around 
two  couples,  whose  male  counter- 
parts decide  to  clandestinely  test  the 
loyalty  of  their  fiances.  It's  a  roman- 
tic comedy  with  an  ambiguous  end- 
ing, one  that  mimics  the  complexity 
of  real-life  relationships.  It's  a  story 
with  such  universal  perspective  that 
music  from  this  opera  was  used  in 
another  Julia  Roberts  movie.  Closer 
While  Cosi  fan  tutte  could  be  con- 
strued as  containing  negative  views 
of  women,  the  theme  of  faithfulness 
could,  of  course,  be  applied  to  either 
sex. 

Cosi  fan  tutte  is  in  Italian,  and  the 
plot  can  be  confusing.  Have  no  fear 
though — all  the  opera  productions 
project  an  English  translation  of  the 
libretto  above  the  stage,  so  no  one  is 
left  in  the  dark  about  what  is  being 
said.  In  fact,  it  was  actually  the  Cana- 
dian Opera  Company  who  pioneered 
the  initial  use  of  these  "surtitles," 
way  back  in  1983. 

If  you  still  feel  a  bit  shy  about  going 
to  your  first  opera,  there  is  another 
innovation  that  is  making  opera  more 
user  friendly.  The  Metropolitan  Op- 
era recently  announced  that  they  will 
be  broadcasting  versions  of  their  op- 
eras in  mainstream  movie  theatres  in 
select  cities  across  North  America, 
including  Toronto.  Beginning  Decem- 
ber 30,  you  can  now  go  to  the  opera 
for  the  price  of  a  movie  ticket. 

Between  cheap  tickets,  English  sur- 
titles and  movie  theatre  broadcasts, 
the  medium  of  opera  is  ready,  willing 
and  able  to  cater  to  the  art-adoring 
masses.  If  you've  ever  wanted  to  ex- 
perience your  first  opera,  there's  re- 
ally no  time  like  the  present. 


Admirable  alienation 

Strong  ensemble  carries  this  Brecht  classic 


Amy  Smithers 

VARSITY  STAFF 


In  the  extremely  intimate  setting  of 
the  Abrams  Studio  Theatre,  the  Ry- 
erson  Theatre  School's  interpretation 
of  Brecht  took  on  a  slightly  quirky  but 
nonetheless  engaging  form. 

A  loose  adaptation  of  the  biblical 
story  of  King  Solomon,  The  Cauca- 
sian Chalfi  Circle  is  the  story  of  a  coup 
d'etat  that  deposes  the  governor  of 
Grusinia.  When  his  wife  Natella  flees 
the  city,  their  infant  son  Michael  is  left 
behind.  He  is  rescued  by  Grusha,  a 
kitchen  maid,  who  takes  him  into  the 
mountains  to  safety.  Years  later,  when 
the  deposed  governor  eventually  re- 
turns to  power,  Natella  demands  her 
son  back.  A  judge  must  decide  which 
of  the  two  women  is  the  true  mother: 
the  one  who  gave  birth,  or  the  one 
who  raised  him  as  her  own. 

The  show  opens  informally  in  typi- 
cal Brechtian  fashion:  some  of  the 
actors  are  already  onstage  when  the 


THEATRE  REVIEW 


The  Caucasian  Chalk  Circle 


Directed  by  Guillermo  Verdecchia 


Starring  Maria  Brennan 
&  HayleyMcGee 


Rating:  VVVvW 

audience  enters,  and  the  rest  trickle 
out  slowly,  still  putting  on  costume 
pieces,  and  doing  warm-up  stretches. 

Brecht  is  famous  for  making  use  of 
this  style,  which  is  known  academi- 
cally as  the  Verfremdungseffekt,  or 
"alienation  effect."  The  opposite  of 
realism,  the  idea  is  to  distance  the 
audience  by  using  completely  unre- 
alistic props  and  costumes,  expl2ma- 
tory  signs  and  narration  to  make  the 
everyday  situations  depicted  in  the 


play  seem  strange  and  new. 

Brecht  believed  that  this  allowed 
the  audience  to  see  his  dramatic  ac- 
tion in  a  new  light  and  think  critically 
about  ideas  and  relationships  they 
might  otherwise  ignore.  In  The  Cau- 
casian Chalk  Circle  he  sets  his  play 
within  a  play,  having  narrators  appear 
throughout  the  show  to  describe  the 
emotions  of  various  characters  and 
guide  the  audience  through  the  story. 

Narrators  Maria  Brennan  and  Hay- 
ley  McGee  are  both  wonderfully  en- 
gaging until,  through  no  fault  of  their 
own,  they  break  into  song.  Though 
they  are  technically  excellent  sing- 
ers, Brecht's  avant-garde  musical 
interludes  lack  melody  and  rhythm. 
The  effect  is  as  if  random  notes  were 
assigned  to  short  monologues  in  the 
script. 

A  natural  character  actor  who  never 
broke  with  the  scene,  Jennifer  Dzialo- 
szynski  stood  out  in  numerous  small 
roles,  especially  when  playing  off  of 
audience  members  in  the  intimate  set- 


ting. Her  most  notable  performance 
was  as  the  drunken  monk  who  mar- 
ries Grusha  and  Yussup.  This  charac- 
ter had  the  audience  in  stitches,  even 
after  the  scene  shifted  focus. 

Milan  Malisic  also  deserves  a  nota- 
ble mention,  playing  the  Ironshirt  Cor- 
poral, whose  threats  and  innuendoes, 
though  comical,  have  a  frightening 
undertone  that  makes  the  audience 
genuinely  fear  for  Grusha's  safety. 
Coupling  him  with  lighter  partner 
Ironshirt  Blockhead  (Evan  Williams) 
for  him  to  play  off  of  makes  for  an  en- 
joyably  balanced  duo. 

Though  confronted  with  some  seri- 
ous subject  matter,  the  cast  convinc- 
ingly evoked  the  feeling  that  they 
were  having  a  great  time  portraying  a 
wealth  of  distinctive  characters.  More 
importantly,  they  seemed  to  have  a 
truly  great  time  engaging  the  audi- 
ence in  the  story.  So  what  if  the  final 
breakdance  scene  broke  the  mould  a 
little?  Brecht  definitely  benefits  from  a 
back  flip  or  two. 
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Visit  www.thevarsity.ca 

for  film  reviews  of: 

•  Mutual  Appreciation 

•  The  Grudge  2 
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^  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 
t  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
I  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
'  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
!  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

*  Free  Repeat  Policy 

•  Personal  Tutoring  Available 
Tliousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 
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www.oxfordseminars.coni 


Just  answer  the  question  at  left  for  your  chance  to  get  a  prize  that  will  m^^^^|24lb9)Afi'en! 
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Your  World  Right  Now 
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Top  10  ^ 

RealTrax™  ring  tunes 

Week  of  October  9  % 

1.  Bossy 

-Kelh  (hat.  Too  Short) 

2.  Chain  Hang  Low  (Kids) 

-  Jibbs 

3.  I  Know  You  See  It  (A  Cappeila)  ' 

ft0*^       -  Yung  Joe  "  - 

4.  Lips  of  an  Angel 

-  Hinder 

5.  f   London  Bridge  (Chorus) 

-  Fergio 

Money  Maker  {Pharreit  Chorus) 
p     Ring  the  Alarm 

-  Beyonce 

8.  Say  Goodbye 

-  Ashtee  Simpson 

9.  Sexy  Bacic 

-  lustln  Timherlake 

10.  Shoulder  Lean  (feat.  T.I.) 

-  Young  Dm 

Text  "PLAY"  to  -1800  on  your  Rogers  wiretess 
phoiw  10  download  yourfatfourite  ring  tunes  today. 


Enter  to  WIN  a  trip  to  the  2006 

Billboard^  Music  Awards  in  Vegas! 

.  fextBILlBOARDto  555  oiiyoiii 
phone  to  rjet  starred! 

•  C'ownio^  any  SiitboonJ  rir^  IMW  or  sub-Kfi&s  J 
3i.  2C06  !b(  you(  diarK?  ty  win,' 

Brought  to  you  by  Rogers  Wireless. 
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LEARN  CHINESE  /  ENGLISH  /  SPANISH  / 
GERMAN /FRENCH 

Job  in  China  is  available  for  our  students. 
Professional  teachers,  flexible  time,  reason- 
able fee,  small  class  and  individual  class 
are  available.  Phone:  416-455-8890;  Email: 
chinesel217@hotmail.com 


FOR  sale: 


BEAUTIFUL  FEMALE  YORKIE 

AKC  registered,  very  thicl<  Black  and 
Golden  Color  with  excellent  black  points 
Eyes.  She  comes  with  health  guarantee, 
up  todate  shots  and  worming,  very  lovable 
&  socialized.  Vet.  checked  and  health 
certificate.  She  will  make  you  a  wonder- 
ful pet  and  companion.  5lbs  grown.  For 
more  information  you  can  contact  me 
Via  darryonline09@yahoo.com 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 


CLASSIFIEDS 


MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  orsignup.  Just  dial  10-10-940 
before  your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on 
your  local  Bell  bill,  www.1010940.com 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 

ENGLISH/ESSAY  HELP! 

Flexible  hours.  Reasonable  rates.  Certi- 
fied teacher.  Near  U  of  T,  416-568-1646. 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 


GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  special- 
izing in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  CHM  138, 
139, 247,  ECO  220,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  WITH  SOLUTIONS  AVAIL- 
ABLE FOR  PRACTICE.  (416) -785-8898. 
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Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 
the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 
DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


RAISE  yOUR 

VOICE! 


XPRESSION  AGAINST  OPPRESSION  2006 


Students  Can  Make  Chanpe: 
A  History  of  Activism  at  Llof  T 

How  students  won  the  tuition  fee  freeze  in  2002 
and  other  victories!  Get  inspired! 
With  the  BSA,  IMMC  Dept,  LGBTOUI  the  ISA 
and  more. 

Wednesday  October  18,  20Q6, 4PiVI  to  6PiVI 

Hart  House,  Debates  Room. 
Refreshments  will  be  served. 


^    OCTOBER  16TH  TO  OCTOBER  20TH  2006 

A  week-long  series  of  social  justice  events  hosted  by^AC,  your  students'  union, 

various  campus  organizations  and  beyond. 


ALL  events  are  FREE!  For  a  more  info  and  regular  updates,  checl<  WWW.UOftSaC.Ca 


University  Shouldn't  Be  A  Debt  Sentence! 

Film  Screening  of  "My  Student  Loan".  Join  us 
for  FREE  pizza,  pop  and  a  hilarious  movie  with 
Rosario  Marchess,  MPP  Trinity-Spadina 
Wednesday  October  18,  2006 
6:30PM 

Junior  Common  Room,  University  College 

Vietnam,  Iraq,  Afghanistan: 

War  Resisters  speak  out! 
J-lrst  Canadian  War  Resister, 
^  Pace  Juarez  speal<s 

with  Iraq  War  Resister,  Vietnam  War  Resister 
and  others! 

Friday  October  20,  2006,  Doors  @  7PM, 
Begins  7:30PIV1  to  9:30PI\/1 
JJR  Macleod  Auditorium,  IVIed  Sci  BIdg 
1  King's  College  Circle.  TTC:  Queen's  Park 
Station,  walk  NW 

with  the  Toronto  Coalition  to  Stop  the  War 
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"Who's  counting?:  Marilyn  Waring  on  Sex,  Lies  &  Global  Economics" 

Film  Screening  and  Discussion  with  FOOD! 

4PM  -  6PM  Bahen  Centre  (40  St,  George  St.),  BA 1210 

Centre  for  Women  and  Transpeople,  End  Violence  Against  Women  (EVAW) 


Undermining  Democracy:  Canada's  Role  in  Haiti 

Film  Screening:  "Aristide's  Haiti"  and  Talk 
7P1VI 

Bahen  Centre  (40  St.  George  St.),  BA  1210 
Toronto  Haiti  Action  Committee 


w  0  R  i^MlJAMMJLilLlMMLIMiMXy 
"Wrap"  Queen's  Park  in  Wliite      "Five  Factories" 

Make  Poverty  History!  -  WUSC  Canadian  Film 

Wear  wtilte.  Meet  at  SAC  Office;  4:30PM  Prenfiiere. 


Head  to  Queen's  Park:  5:00PM 
"Wrap"  It! 

Food  For  All  Equity  Garden 

4PM,  SAC  Office  (12  Hart  House  Circle) 
Find  out  about  the  open  harvest  policy, 
growing  organic  and  much  more  at  this 
garden  into  session! 

What's  Dove  Got  To  Do  With  It? 

Brand  power  and  social  change. 
Discussion  with  Yuvraj  Joshi 
Z-.OOPM  to  3:00PM 
BA024 

Equity  Studies  Students'  Union  (ESSU) 


Followed  by  a 
discussion  on  the 
Bolivarian  Revolution 
and  workers'  control 
5PM  -  Galbraith  BIdg 
Room  248 
Hands  Off  Venezuela 


mete  Is  the  Justice?  Hungry  for  Change?  -  Fast  A  Thon 

information  forum  on  the  Sfiare  the  experience  of  Ramadan,  fasting  from  dawn  to 
sunset  and  help  raise  money  and  awareness  of  hunger  in 
T.O.  For  each  person  who  signs  up,  businesses  of  the  GTA 
will  donate  to  the  Toronto  Daily  Bread  Food  Bank 
FREE  DINNER  (IHar)  will  be  provided  to  all 
participants. 


killings  in  the  Philippines 
and  Live-In  Caregiver 
Programs  abroad. 
5PM  -  BA2145 
Filipino  Students' 
Association  of  Toronto 
(FSAT)  with  the  Filipino 
Canadian  Youth  Alliance 


Students  Can  Make  Change* 

A  History  of  Activism  at  U  of  T 
Hear  about  student  victories.  Get  inspired! 
Refreshments  will  be  served. 
4:00PM -6:00PM 

Hart  House  (10  Hart  House  Circle),  Debates  Rm 


SIGN-UP  AT  THE  THE  SAC  OFFICE,  12  Hart  House  Circle 
Online:  muslim.sa.utoronto.ca 
Email:  msaoutreach@yahoo.ca 

"My  Student  Loan" 

Film  Screening  v^ith  Free  Pizza  and  Pop! 
w\h  Rosario  Marchese,  MPP  Trinity-Spadina 
6:30PM 

Junior  Common  Room  (University  College) 
University  shouldn't  be  a  debt  sentence!  -  --  -  -  ^ 


Peace-Keeping  VS  War-Mal(ing 

What  is  Canada  doing  In  Afghanistan? 
FREE  Dinner. 
4:00PIVI-6:00PM,  BA1190 

Students  For  World  Justice  (MSA) 


Rhyme  and  Reason  -  A  night  of  intellectual  responsibility  and  music. 
Check  out  some  of  Toronto's  finest  spoken  word  artists  and  MCs! 

with  Apollo,  Phylle,  6th  Militant,  Critical  Mood,  Spin,  Red  Eyed  Knights,  Impact,  and  many  more. 
Doors  at  7:30PM,  Begins  at  8:00PM  -  Junior  Common  Room  (University  College) 

Political  Hip  Hop  Association 


Vietnam,  Iraq,  Afghanistan:  War  Resisters  Speak  Out! 

Canadian  War  Resister  speaks  in  Toronto  for  the  First 

Time-  Paco  Juarez  with  Iraq  War  Resister,  Vietnam  War  Resister 

and  others!  -  Doors  at  7PM,  Begins  at  7:30PM 

JJR  Macleod  Aud.,  1  King's  College  Circle.  TTC:  Queen's  Park 

with  the  Toronto  Stop  the  War  Coalition   


Guerilla  Wordfare 

A  Night  of  Spoken-Word  Subversion  and  Revolutionary  Beats 

with  LAL,  Dope  Poets  Society,  Big  Head.  Emcee  Third  Word,  and  many, 

many  more.  Doors  at  8PM,  Begins  at  9PM 

Cat's  Eye  (150  Charles  St.  W.,  Wymilwood  BIdg) 

GRAIN  -  OPIRG  Cover:  $5-$8 


WANT  TO  GET  INVOLVED  WITH  XA02006?  SEND  AN  E-MAIL  TO  VPEQUtTY@SAC.UTOnQNTO.CA 
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Hockey 
keeps 
its  cool 


VARSITY  SPORTS 


sports@thevarsity.ca 


Brian  O'Neill 


Another  cold  front  moves  in,  and  an- 
other season  gets  underway  for  Men's 
Hockey  (2-0).  While  17  players  were 
new  to  the  team  last  season,  coach  Dar- 
ren Lowe  said  the  experience  gained 
last  year  was  invaluable.  The  Blues 
won  their  sixth  straight  Mid-East  Divi- 
sional with  an  8-13-2-1  record,  finishing 
the  last  12  games  on  an  8-2-1-1  tear. 

"This  year's  squad  is  not  as  inexperi- 
enced as  last  year,"  Lowe  said.  "We  are 
comprised  of  mostly  second-and-third 
year  guys,  and  one  in  the  fifth  year. 
We  were  in  every  game  last  year  and 
played  with  heart.  We  want  to  start  this 
season  exactly  as  we  ended  the  last." 

To  do  so,  the  squad  will  rely  on  the 
leadership  of  fourth-year  captain  Si- 
mon Barg,  who  led  the  Blues  with  20 
goals  last  season.  He  will  have  the  sup- 
port of  last  year's  Blues  rookie  scor- 
ing leader  Anthony  Pallotta,  and  the 
strength  of  Joe  Rand  at  centre.  On  de- 
fence, blue  line  stalwart  Brendan  Sher- 
rard  will  support  the  Blues. 

Away  for  the  next  two  games  against 
York  Thursday  and  Brock  Saturday, 
the  Blues  return  for  back-to-back  home 
games  against  McGill  and  Ottawa. 

"This  year's  schedule  is  a  bit  tougher 
that  last  year's,"  Lowe  said.  "It  is  longer, 
and  there  are  more  divisional  games." 

As  a  result,  the  Blues  will  have  to  step 
up  agciinst  divisional  tecims  Ryerson, 


U  of  T's  leftwinger  Julian  Sarraino  takes  aim  at  Laurier  goalie  Jeff  MacDougaid.  The 
Blues  defeated  the  Golden  Hawks  4-2  here  in  Friday's  season  opener. 


Queen's,  and  Royal  Military  College. 
U  of  T  will  play  these  teams  in  13  out 
of  28  games,  and  Lowe  believes  they 
will  be  a  competitive  bunch.  Ryerson 
is  under  new  management,  and  im- 
mediate dividends  are  expected  from 
a  team  that  had  one  win  last  season. 
Queen's,  under  manager  Kirk  Muller, 
fields  a  team  similar  to  the  Blues  of 
yesteryear.  Lowe  believes  they  will 
be  one  of  the  tougher  squads,  as  they 
will  play  desperate  hockey. 

"Our  opposition  will  be  much  stron- 
ger this  year,"  he  said.  "I'm  afraid  of 
them  all." 

U  of  T  will  also  have  to  adapt  to 
new  rule  changes  briaught  into  ef- 
fect this  year.  More  lenience  will  be 
provided  towards  offensive-minded 
players,  which  will  lead  to  more  pen- 
alties against  interference,  hooking 
and  slashing.  Special  team  plays  will 
be  imperative  for  the  Blues'  success, 
but  if  Friday's  season  opener  was  any 
indicator,  it  shouldn't  be  a  problem. 
U  of  T  killed  off  ten  Laurier  power 
plays  en  route  to  a  4-2  victory  over 
the  Golden  Hawks.  One  issue  with 
the  Blues  was  their  own  power  play, 
as  they  converted  one  out  of  seven 


opportunities. 

"So  far  the  power  play  is  still  up 
in  the  air,"  Lowe  said.  "There  will  be 
difficulty  if  our  second  unit  can't  pro- 
duce as  solidly  as  our  first." 

The  goaltending  was  superb,  how- 
ever, as  Ryan  Grinnell  kept  the  pipes 
relatively  clean  with  47  saves,  several 
of  which  were  outstanding,  to  pre- 
serve the  victory.  Starting  slow  in 
the  first  period,  the  Blues  were  down 
1-0  early,  but  the  team  persevered.  A 
short-handed  goal  by  Mark  Heatley 
tied  it  at  one  in  the  second  period. 
Coming  on  strong  by  the  end  of  the 
match,  the  Blues  put  up  three  in  the 
final  period,  leading  after  a  power 
play  goal  by  Andrew  Jakubaitis.  Af- 
ter Laurier  tied  it  again.  Rand  spun 
an  assist  to  Alex  Nagribianko  to  put 
the  Blues  up  with  four  minutes  left. 
Nagribianko  later  iced  it  with  an  emp- 
ty netter  with  18  seconds  to  play. 

Saturday,  the  Blues  put  up  a 
crooked  one  against  Guelph,  as  they 
dispatched  the  Gryphons  here  7-2. 
Down  2-1  after  the  first,  U  of  T  scored 
six  unanswered  goals  to  win  it  in 
a  convincing  fashion.  Barg  led  the 
Blues  with  two  power  play  goals. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


THIS  WEEK'S  GAMES 

Men  vs.  Carleton 
Sat.  Oct  2 1  -  I  p.m. 

FOOTBALL  -  Birchmount  Stadium 
Blues  vs.  Ottawa 
Sat.  Oct,  21-2  p.m. 

VOLLEYBALL  ^AthlMic  Centre 

Sports  Gym 

Women  vs.York 

FrI.  Oct  20  -  6  p.m. 

Men  vs.York 

Fri.  Oct  20  -  8  p.m. 

Women  vs.York 
Wed.  Oct  18-6  p.m. 

LACROSSE  -  Scarborough  Campus 
Women  vs.  Guelph 
Sun.  Oct  22  -  10  a.m. 
Women  vs.  Brock 
Sun.  Oct.  22  -  4  p.m. 

WATER  POLO  -  Athletic  Centre 
50  m  pool 

Women  vs.  McMaster 
Sat  Oct  21-1 0:30  a.m. 
Men  vs.  McMaster 
Sat  Oct  2 1  -  1 1:45  a.m. 
Men  vs.Western 
Sat  Oct  2 1  -  4:30  p.m. 

www.varsityblues.ca 


The  right  to  care 


Two  students  look  after  those  in  need 


Kate  Plyley 


Under  the  mandate  "Look  after  your- 
self, look  after  one  another,"  Right  To 
Play  aims  to  give  children  who  are 
disadvantaged  a  chance  to  learn  and 
grow.  Using  sport  to  promote  equal- 
ity, health,  peace,  sportsmanship, 
and  teamwork.  Right  To  Play  (RTP) 
is  a  worldwide  association  that  fos- 
ters growth  of  minds  and  bodies  in 
the  most  impoverished  areas  of  the 
world. 

This  year,  the  University  of  Toronto 
has  become  the  second  Canadian  uni- 
versity to  create  a  local  chapter  of  the 
international  organization.  Headed 
by  two  U  of  T  students,  Katie  Davis 
and  Orlagh  O'Kelly,  Right  to  Play  at 
University  of  Toronto  (RTP  at  U  of  T) 
seeks  to  take  the  ideals  of  RTP  and 
apply  them  to  the  Greater  Toronto 
Area. 

Describing  itself  as  "an  athlete- 
driven  international  humanitarian 
organization  that  uses  sport  and  play 
as  a  tool  for  the  development  of  chil- 
dren and  youth,"  RTP  is  committed  to 
improving  the  lives  of  children  and 
strengthening  their  communities. 
They  accomplish  this  by  translating 
the  best  practices  of  sport  and  play 
into  successful  life  opportunities.  Da- 
vis and  O'Kelly  both  share  this  vision 
of  RTP,  and  discussed  what  U  of  T  can 
do  for  the  citizens  of  Toronto. 

"Our  goal  is  to  raise  awareness  not 
only  of  children  in  the  most  disadvan- 
taged areas  of  the  world,  but  also  the 
plight  of  children  in  our  own  commu- 
nities who  may  not  have  the  resourc- 
es to  experience  the  positive  value  of 
sport,"  Davis  said.  "With  the  Universi- 
ty of  Toronto  Chapter,  we  hope  to  take 
the  vision  of  the  international  organi- 
zation and  apply  it  at  a  local  level." 

One  idea  the  group  has  initiated  is 
"Play  Days,"  where  the  RTP  at  U  of  T 
organizers  bring  children  from  local 
schools  to  the  university  to  use  its 
athletic  facilities. 

O'Kelly  discussed  the  threefold  de- 
cree of  RTP  at  U  of  T. 

"We  want  to  promote  awareness  of 
'development  through  sport'  under 
the  umbrella  of  RTP,  fundraise  for  the 
international  organization  on  cam- 
pus, and  conduct  some  off-campus 
community  initiatives,"  she  said. 


For  those  who  are  interested  in  get- 
ting involved  with  RTP  at  U  of  T,  the 
group  will  be  participating  in  the  Gulu 
Walk  this  Saturday.  Aiming  to  raise 
money  and  awareness  to  support  the 
children  in  war-torn  northern  Ugan- 
da, the  walk  has  individuals  partici- 
pating to  raise  money  for  the  cause. 
The  team  name  is  RightToPlay@UofT, 
and  the  team  captain  is  Marcia  Bryon. 
People  can  go  to  www.guluwalk.com 
to  join. 

The  second  upcoming  event  is  the 
Right  To  Play  Skate,  a  fundraising  and 
awareness  event  in  partnership  with 
RTP  and  Canadian  NHL  teams  that 
will  take  place  on  November  19.  For 
more  information,  please  visit  www. 
righttoplayskate.com. 

RTP  at  U  of  T  is  still  accepting  new 
members.  The  membership  costs  two 
dollars  and  is  open  to  students,  var- 
sity athletes  and  faculty  alike.  Those 
who  have  more  questions  or  are  look- 
ing to  get  involved  can  visit  RTP  at  U 
of  T's  website:  wvw.righttoplay.com/ 
utoronto,  or  e-mail  rtput@hotmail. 
com.  General  committee  meetings 
for  the  organization  are  held  once 
a  month,  usually  the  last  Thursday 
from  8-9  p.m. 


U  of  T's  Gulu  Walk  is  this  Saturday. 


Thai  Boxing  Academy 


•  Adult  and  Kids  Classes 

•  Personal  Training 

•  Weight  Facility 

•  Champion  Instructors 

416-781-3775 
www.houseofmuaythai.coni 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


®  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

*  Classroom  Management  Techniques 
^  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

»  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 
f  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

*  Teacher  Placement  Service 

e  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 
^  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-924-3240I1-800-I79-1I79 
www.oxfordsemlnars.com 


theVARSITY 


www.thevarsity.ca 
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TRASH  TALK:  GPS-guided  dozers  and  compactors  work  on  the  tipping  face  of  Pine  Tree  Acres  landfill  in  Michigan,  48  metres  above  grade. 


//THE  GARBAGE  ISSUE 


FACT:  Each  Torontonian  sends  about 
150  kilograms  of  garbage  to  Michigan's 
landfills  each  year. 

•  The  science  of  trash  disposal  //  p.  9 

•  Why  we  need  to  tackle  trash  now  //  p.  5 


Jane  Bao 


Last  year,  750,100  tonnes  of  Toronto's 
garbage  found  a  new  fiome  in  Michi- 
gan landfills.  Professor  Pierre  Be- 
langer  of  the  faculty  of  architecture, 
landscape  and  design  has  visited 
these  sites  every  month  for  the  past 
two  years.  Belanger  aims  to  shed 
light  on  the  network  of  garbage  in 
Canada,  and  understand  the  root  of 
Toronto's  trash  woes. 

Belanger  said  the  key  to  reducing 
garbage  is  separating  at  the  source — 
dividing  materials  and  recycling 
them.  He  believes  that  urban  density 
complicates  the  problem  of  recycling, 
and  proposes  changing  the  "mid- 
century  1950's  model"  of  centralized 


garbage  collection;  materials  should 
be  treated  as  close  as  possible  to  the 
source  of  garbage.  This  localized  at- 
titude toward  waste  management 
would  avoid  transportation  and  its 
associated  environmental  pollution. 
Organic  material  such  as  kitchen 
waste  can  be  composted  on  site. 
Recycling  parks  should  be  set  up  in 
downtown  Toronto  so  people  can 
deposit  recyclables  themselves.  A 
sophisticated  example  is  Halton  Re- 
gion Landfill,  a  rural  dropoff  site  for 
materials.  The  location  is  so  popular 
that  the  Salvation  Army  has  set  up  cin 
area  for  donations. 

The  problem  is  a  lack  of  motiva- 
tion— we  don't  see  the  cost  of  trash. 

"It's  free  to  waste  in  North  America, 


in  Canada,"  said  Belanger.  "But  we're 
ready  to  establish  an  urban  ecology 
of  waste  products  throughout  the 
city.  It's  a  matter  of  policy.  It  would  be 
easier  to  do  it  through  tax  incentives, 
for  individual  consumers  and  for 
entrepreneurs  to  develop  industries 
out  of  these  waste  materials." 

Media  coverage  has  highlighted 
Michigan  residents'  resentment  of  in- 
coming garbage,  but  Belanger  spoke 
to  some  residents  who  actually  wel- 
come trash — because  they  see  direct 
economic  benefits. 

Trash  is  a  lucrative  industry.  The 
stock  for  the  waste  management  firm 
Republic  Services,  whose  biggest 

SEE  GARBAGE' -PG  3 


//NATIONAL  NEWS 


CFS  yes'  vote  scrapped  by  Sask.  judge 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


Led  by  a  blogger,  critics  of  the 
Canadian  Federation  of  Students' 
(CFS)  campus  organizing  practices 
are  cheering  last  Friday's  ruling  by 
a  Saskatchewan  judge  annulling 
the  results  of  a  contested  student 
union  referendum. 

The  lawsuit  revolved  around  the 
University  of  Saskatchewan  Stu- 


dents' Union's  (USSU)  bid  to  join 
the  CFS,  a  union  of  student  unions 
that  lobbies  governments  on  be- 
half of  students.  U  of  T  joined  CFS 
in  2002. 

In  November  2004,  USSU  execu- 
tive members  passed  a  motion  to 
join  the  CFS,  and  USSU  was  made 
a  prospective  member.  But  accord- 
ing to  CFS  bylaws,  to  become  a  full 
member  the  student  union  needed 
to  hold  a  binding  referendum  of  its 


members  to  approve  the  student 
fee  increase  to  pay  for  member- 
ship. This  referendum  was  eventu- 
ally set  for  October  2005. 

However,  during  the  run-up  to 
the  vote,  it  became  apparent  that 
there  were  "operational  conflicts," 
according  to  a  court  document, 
between  CFS  and  USSU  rules  on 
the  running  of  referendums.  The 
CFS  required  that  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  two  of  its  organizers  and 


two  local  student  union  members 
certify  a  vote.  USSU's  rules,  mean- 
while, stipulated  that  its  own  elec- 
tion board  would  have  to  ratify  a 
referendum. 

The  student  union  attempted  to 
dovetail  these  sets  of  rules  by  al- 
tering their  election  policies  eight 
days  before  the  vote.  The  CFS  com- 
mittee would  have  authority  over 
the  referendum,  but  USSU's  elec- 
tion board  would  also  have  to  ratify 


the  result. 

In  October  2005,  55  per  cent  of 
USSU  members  voted  "yes"  to  the 
question  "are  you  in  favour  of  mem- 
bership in  CFS?"  But  a  fracas  erupt- 
ed this  spring  when  USSU's  election 
board  refused  to  rubber-stamp  the 
result,  recommending  the  vote  be 
re-run  instead. 

According  to  the  court  judgment, 

SEE  ■CFS'-PG2 
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"the  [USSU  executives]  decided  to 
ignore  the  protocol  it  had  estab- 
lished for  the  referendum  and  dis- 
missed the  decision  of  the  election 
board.  It  then  substituted  its  own 
judgment  and  ratified  the  referen- 
dum." 

Then,  in  May,  Robin  Mowat,  who 
was  then  an  USSU  member,  filed  a 
complaint  against  USSU,  seeking 
to  have  the  referendum's  results 
thrown  out.  The  CFS  was  later  add- 
ed as  a  defendant.  In  his  judgment 
on  the  matter  last  week.  Justice 
R.  S.  Smith  ruled  "the  referendum 
held  by  the  USSU  on  the  issue  of 
whether  it  should  join  the  CFS  of 
absolutely  no  force  of  effect." 

USSU's  dealing  with  the  CFS,  how- 
ever, are  far  from  over. 

"The  referendum  essentially  did 
two  things — it  was  essentially  two 
referenda,"  said  CFS  national  office 
treasurer  David  Hare.  The  first  was 


on  the  question  of  joining  CFS,  as 
defined  under  CFS's  bylaws. 

"It  also  served  as  the  basis  for 
the  Saskatchewan  university  stu- 
dent union  seeking  to  collect  the 
federation  fee  on  behalf  of  the  fed- 
eration," said  Hare.  And  that's  now 
in  question  in  light  of  this  ruling." 

But  Mowat's  suit.  Hare  argued, 
relied  on  issues  that  pertained  to 
USSU  internal  procedures  for  ref- 
erenda. 

"That  has  no  bearing  on  a  CFS 
membership  referendum,  as  de- 
fined in  the  bylaws  of  the  Canadian 
Federation  of  Students." 

Since  the  referendum's  results 
were  certified  by  the  CFS's  Refer- 
endum Oversight  Committee,  as 
required  by  the  bylaws,  USSU  has 
now  been  a  full  member  of  CFS 
since  October  2005,  he  said. 

"[USSU]  will  remain  a  full  mem- 
ber of  the  CFS  until  the  students 
there  vote  to  withdraw,  or  they're 
expelled  as  a  member,"  said  Hare. 


The  Friends  of  the  Library,  Trinity  College 

31  St  Annual  Book  Sale 

October  20-24, 2006 

Friday  October  20: 6  pm-10  pm 

(Admission  $5) 
Saturday  October  21: 10  pm-8pm 
Sunday  October  22:  noon  -  8pm 
Monday  October  23: 10  pm-8pm 
Tuesday  October  24: 10  pm-8pm 

(no  admission  charge  Sat  -  Tues) 

cash  •  cheque  •  debit  •  Amex  •  Mastercard  •  V, 
6  Hoskin  Avenue,  upstairs  in  Seeley  Hall 

Museum,  St  George  Subway,  or  Wellesley  Bus  94  to  the  door 
41 6 -978 -6750  vy/ww.trinity.utoronto.ca/library/booksale 


ONE  YEAR.   ONE  GOAL. 


THE  JOB  YOU  WANT 


Post-Graduate  programs  at  Fleming  College 
provide  the  specific  training  you  need  to  get 
hired. 

OUR  PROGRAMS  ARE: 

•  Short  in  duration  (2-3  semesters),  offered 
during  one  year 

•  Taught  by  industry  professionals 

•  Developed  to  meet  specific  sector  employment 
needs 


CAREER  AREA^5  OF  STUDY  INCLUDE: 

•  Advertising 

•  Event  Management 

•  Global  Supply  Chain  Management 

•  Emergency  Management 

•  Natural  Resources  -  Law  Enforcement 

Museum  Management  and 
Curatorship 

GiS  -  Applications  Specialist  and  Cartographic 
Specialist 

•  Ecotourism  and  Adventure  Tourism 
Management 

•  Expressive  Arts 


FOR  MORE 


t NFORMAT I  ON 


1-866-353-6464 

www.flemingcollege.com 


Fleming  College 


Experience  •  Success 


The  USSU  is  considering  an  ap- 
peal. "Everything  is  on  hold,"  said 
USSU  president  Ryan  Allan.  "We're 
going  to  be  meeting  with  a  lawyer 
in  about  a  week." 

Opponents  of  CFS  at  the  U  of  S 
say  they  want  a  referendum  re-run, 
instead.  And  they've  learned  a  les- 
son from  last  year's  ordeal. 

"When  they  want  to  take  over 
your  campus,  they  will  put  you  un- 
der siege,  is  what  it  felt  like,"  said 
Evan  Cole.  Cole  lead  a  "no"  cam- 
paign last  year,  and  resigned  as 
USSU  president  this  summer,  after 
pressure  from  CFS  partisans  on 
USSU's  executive,  he  claimed. 

And  CFS  critics  are  also  finding 
guidance  from  voices  in  the  blogo- 
sphere. 

"They're  well-organized  and  they 
have  a  campaign  machine  that  they 
move  from  school  to  school  and 
quickly  override  local  opposition," 
commented  Joey  Coleman,  a  stu- 
dent from  the  University  of  Mani- 
toba who  follows  Canadian  campus 
politics. 

His  biog,  he  said,  is  an  accumu- 
lation of  evidence  about  the  CFS's 
"underhanded"  organizing  tactics. 
"Many  people  have  read  it  and  re- 
searched it  and  realize  that  the 
same  things  are  happening  at  their 
school." 

"I  see  CFS  looking  back,  and  see- 
ing where  their  strategy  failed  at 
the  U  of  S.  Primarily  what  it  was  is 
that  they  did  not  have  full  control 
of  the  executive.  Hence,  they  had 
to  negotiate  with  non-CFS  people, 
and  that's  where  you  got  this  mix 
of  CFS  rules  and  local  rules,  which 
resulted  in  this  court  ruling." 
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U  of  Tin  2010:  more 
brainers,  fewer 
undergrads 

After  approving  an  extra  1,000  graduate 
students  for  this  academic  year,  U  of  T's 
Governing  Council  is  on  its  my  to  adding 
around  1,300  more  for  next  year 

This  increase  is  driven  by  Ontario  pre- 
mier Dalton  McGuinty's  plan  to  increase 
the  province's  graduate  student  popu- 
lation by  14,000.  The  deal  is  attractive 
to  the  university  because  the  province 
has  assured  funding  to  the  tune  of  $40 
million  for  the  2,300  additional  gradu- 
ate students  in  next  year's  budget,  and 
promises  another  $100  million  to  spend 
on  new  buildings  over  coming  years. 

At  the  same  time,  the  number  of  un- 
dergraduates on  St.  George  campus  is 
being  reduced  over  the  next  few  years. 
This  year's  intake  of  Arts  and  Science 
frosh,  for  instance,  was  about  eight  per 
cent  lower  than  last  year. 


In  the  long  term— 2010  and  beyond— 
U  of  T  foresees  having  almost  15,000 
graduate  students,  up  from  10,780  two 
years  ago. 

Some  governors,  however,  worried 
that  department  deans  might  plan  en- 
rollment increases  simply  to  increase 
their  department's  budgets.  One  opined 
that  some  academic  units  might  be  more 
averse  to  expansion  than  others. 

"No  good  unit  wants  to  get  worse,"  the 
governor  said.  "And  premature  or  exces- 
sive growth  will  just  make  a  unit  worse." 

The  graduate  expansion  policy  docu- 
ment the  planning  and  budget  commit- 
tee discussed  also  noted  another  trend. 
While  the  number  of  professional  mas- 
ters students  (MBA,  etc)  has  increased 
by  76  per  cent  between  1997  and  2005, 
enrollment  in  PhD  and  PhO-bound 
masters  programs — which  ostensibly 
represent  the  more  traditional  kind  of 
scholarship  and  have  lower  tuition  fees 
to  boot — grew  by  only  25  per  cent  and 
0,6  per  cent  respectively 


Student  commons 
planning  committee 
formed 

By  early  next  year,  we  will  know  how 
much  a  new  student  centre  for  the  St. 
George  campus  might  cost. 

A  planning  committee  formed  this 
week  will  consider  how  to  assign  student 
space,  "as  well  as  office  and  other  space 
required  for  one  or  more  anchor  tenants," 


according  to  its  task-list.  Anchor  ten- 
ants raised  a  few  governors'  eyebrows  at 
Tuesday's  planning  and  budget  commit- 
tee meeting,  who  said  the  term  brings  a 
mall  to  mind. 

Provost  Vivek  Goel  replied  that  these 
tenants  could  include  food  outlets.  "There 
may  also  be  some  retail,"  he  added. 

The  planning  committee  will  report 
back  by  January. 
-MiKE  GHENU 
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Cancer  researcher 
driven  by  passion 

'Science  is  supposed  to  be  sometfiing  cold — not  emotional' 


Sandy  Huen 

VARSITY  STAFF 


"When  I  was  ten  years  old,  my  mother  was 
diagnosed  with  leukemia,"  said  Christine 
Ichim.  "I  vowed  that  I  would  not  let  my  moth- 
er die." 

Ten  years  ago  this  month,  18-year-old 
Ichim  decided  to  rollerblade  across  Canada, 
with  the  goal  of  raising  $300,000  to  help 
fund  a  clinical  trial  of  a  promising  leukemia 
treatment  she  hoped  could  save  her  moth- 
er's life. 

The  trek  lasted  165  days,  and  Ichim  didn't 
reach  her  monetary  goal.  What  she  did  raise 
went  towards  a  research  paper  on  leukemia 
out  of  London  Health  Sciences  Centre. 

And  the  Ichim  family  tried  another  drug. 

"At  the  time,  leukemia  was  a  death  sen- 
tence," Ichim  said.  "So  [my  mother]  entered 
into  a  clinical  trial  here  at  the  Princess  Mar- 
garet Hospital  as  a  last  resort." 

It  was  the  revolutionary  drug  Interferon 
that  gave  her  mother  more  time — 19  years 
and  counting,  in  fact.  Florica  Ichim  is  alive 
today  despite  a  diagnosis  of  leukemia  that 
gave  her  four  or  five  years  to  live. 

"A  lot  has  changed  in  the  19  years  since 
my  mother  was  diagnosed,"  said  Ichim. 

Not  only  have  a  slew  of  treatment  options 
emerged,  but  Ichim  has  also  joined  the  ranks 
of  the  researchers  she  once  rollerbladed  to 
fund. 

"As  I  sat  there  with  my  mom  in  the  wait- 
ing room  at  The  Princess  Margaret  Hospital, 


I  vowed  that  someday,  I  would  walk  those 
halls  not  as  a  patient,  not  with  my  mom,  but 
as  a  scientist,"  said  Ichim.  "And  today,  I  live 
that  dream." 

She  and  her  brother,  two  years  her  elder, 
began  to  study  leukemia  as  soon  as  their 
mother  was  diagnosed.  As  a  teenager,  Ichim 
won  a  national  science  fair  for  a  cancer-re- 
lated project.  Now  she  is  in  her  second  year 
working  toward  a  PhD  in  cancer  research. 

As  a  scientist,  Ichim  fears  that  her  peers 
may  see  her  as  too  emotionally  invested  in 
her  work  to  approach  it  professionally.  As 
a  result,  she  has  shelved  her  roller-blading 
story  despite  the  impact  it  has  made  in  her 
life. 

"Science  is  supposed  to  be  something 
cold — not  emotional,"  Ichim  said.  "I  don't 
tell  people  [my  story]  anymore.  I  go  to  the 
lab  and  I'm  a  scientist." 

However,  Ichim  wanted  to  use  the  anniver- 
sary of  her  cross-Canada  odyssey  to  send  a 
message  to  others  battling  cancer. 

"On  this  10th  anniversary,  I  wanted  to  put 
together  a  day  when  we  could  say  there  is 
hope  for  leukemia,"  said  Ichim.  "You  can 
fight  cancer  and  you  can  win." 

Ichim  also  used  the  anniversary  to  launch 
an  English  translation  of  a  book  her  mother 
wrote  in  Romanian  about  living  with  cancer, 
entitled  At  the  Gates  of  Despair,  the  Begin- 
ning of  Hope. 

The  book  is  published  online  at  a  forum- 
based  website  for  camcer  patients  to  share  their 
stories  of  survival,  www.hopeforleukemia.com. 


Equity  student  not  in  love  witti  Dove 


Hayley  Morrison 

VARSITY  STAFF 


You  may  have  seen  ads  in  the  subway  from 
Dove's  "Real  Beauty"  campaign,  which  used 
size  4-12  models  of  all  shapes,  colours,  and 
ages  to  promote  its  body  cream,  instead  of  the 
usual  0-2  Kate  Moss  lookalikes.  Dove  touted 
its  campaign  as  showing  "a  broader,  healthier, 
more  democratic  view  of  beauty." 

Equity  Studies  student  Yuvraj  Joshi,  how- 
ever, sees  the  campaign  as  a  clear  attempt 
to  sell  brand  identity  under  the  veil  of  "creat- 
ing a  loving  emotional  relationship"  with  the 
consumer.  The  seemingly  diverse  images  are 
still  selective,  not  representing  the  everyday 
woman  and  "not  creating  change  that  is  desir- 
able," said  Joshi. 

Joshi  tackled  the  issues  of  Dove's  brand 
power  and  its  influence  on  women's  body- 
image  during  this  week's  "Xpression  Against 
Oppression"  program.  The  SAC-hosted  series 
on  social  justice  gave  Joshi  the  chance  to  ask 
"what  Dove's  got  to  do"  with  positive  social 
change  for  women. 

Dove  says  they  launched  the  ad  campaign 
in  response  to  the  findings  of  a  company-spon- 


sored study,  that  only  two  percent  of  women 
world-wide  consider  themselves  beautiful. 
"Dove  doesn't  have  the  authority  to  define 
real  beauty,"  countered  Joshi,  arguing  that 
the  desire  to  sell  more  products  will  affect 
whatever  message  the  company  sends. 

Although  Joshi  allowed  that  the  campaign 
"is  widening  societal  perceptions  of  beauty,"  he 
was  adamant  in  accusing  Dove  of  narrowly  de- 
fining beauty  in  terms  of  physical  appearance. 
Instead  of  spotlighting  inner  beauty,  he  says, 
the  Dove  campaign  uses  ads  to  ask  whether 
wrinkled  can  be  wonderful  or  if  a  half-full  bra 
is  more  attractive  than  a  half-empty  cup.  Are 
brands  like  Dove  morally  concerned  about 
women's  body-image  issues?  Joshi  sums  up 
the  answer  with  "when  ethics  pays,  it  pays  to 
be  ethical." 

Xpression  Against  Oppression  continues  on 
St.  George  campus  until  Friday  night,  includ- 
ing spoken  word  event  "Rhyme  and  Reason 
Against  State  Terrorism,"  staged  by  the  Po- 
litical Hip  Hop  Association,  tomorrow  in  UC's 
JCR.  On  Friday,  the  first  Canadian  war  resister 
will  be  part  of  a  panel  organized  by  the  To- 
ronto Coalition  to  Stop  the  War,  beginning  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  the  Medical  Sciences  building. 


'GARBAGE'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

shareholder  is  Bill  Gates,  has  risen  45  per  cent 
in  value  since  2000.  Last  year,  Michigan's  tax 
revenue  from  landfills  constituted  US$4  million, 
about  17  per  cent  of  its  total  tax  revenues.  Tax 
dollars  levied  on  each  tonne  of  trash  are  used 
to  fund  roads,  town  halls,  and  fire  and  police 
services.  At  the  Carleton  Farms  and  Pine  Tree 
Acres  dumps,  Belanger  found  no  environmental 
concerns  relating  to  personal  health,  however  he 
did  note  the  offensive  odours,  especially  that  of 
sludge,  from  human  waste. 

According  to  Belanger,  the  main  issue  is  not 
about  shipping  Canadian  garbage  to  Michigan. 
It's  about  changing  the  way  we  see  garbage  and 
avoiding  the  need  for  landfills. 


"We  produce  a  secondary  resource  we  call 
waste,  but  they  are  in  fact  a  series  of  materials," 
he  said,  "Large  amounts  of  waste  materials  are 
creating  new  economies  and  industries — under- 
standing this  is  essential  to  trimming  down  amd 
avoiding  waste." 

Belanger's  study  of  Michigan  landfills  forms 
a  chapter  in  the  anthology  Trash,  whose  launch 
kicked  off  the  month-long  Festival  of  Trash.  Or- 
ganizer Alphabet  City  is  inviting  Torontonians 
to  weigh  in  on  what  to  do  with  our  garbage.  The 
Garbage  Town  Hall  will  take  place  at  the  MaRS 
centre  from  2  to  4  p.m.  on  Saturday,  Oct.  21,  and 
will  be  moderated  by  Rotman  School  of  Manage- 
ment's Net  Impact  Club.  The  live  proceedings  will 
be  transmitted  through  an  on-site  blog  by  Read- 
ing Toronto,  at  www.readingt.readingcities.com. 


PhD  student  Christine  Ichim  shows  a  scar  incurred  in  her  cross-Canada  rollerblade  trek  In  1996 


Where:  Woodsworth  College  Residence, 
William  and  Phyllis  Waters  Lounge 
321  Bloor  Street  West 

When:  Tuesday,  October  24,  2006,  4:50  p.m. 

Reception  follows  lecture 

Free  Lecture,  no  registration  required 

Information:  416-978-5301  or  email: 

events.woodsworth@utoronto.ca 
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No  Stopping  you  now 


We  want  you  to  succeed,  and  all  the  signs  say  GO. 
That's  why  we've  created  an  environment  that's 
conducive  to  personal  and  professional  growth  and 
success.  At  Ernst  &  Young,  we  offer  award-winning 
learning  tools  and  a  range  of  experiences,  so  that 
you  keep  moving  ahead-from  your  very  first  day. 
So  visit  us  on  campus,  or  at  ey.com/us/careers. 
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Reducing  our  'trash-ological  footprint' 


As  an  election  issue,  garbage  is 
kinda  messy.  Figuring  out  liow  best 
to  reduce,  reuse,  and  plain  get  rid  of 
Toronto's  mounting  garbage  problem 
is  turning  into  quite  the  complicated 
little  brainteaser  It's  because  of  this 
complexity  that  politicians  only  offer 
vague  ideas  on  the  issue  before  mov- 
ing on  to  clearer  topics  like  gridlock  or 
gang  violence. 

In  anticipation  of  the  "Garbage 
Town  Hall"  taking  place  this  Saturday 
at  MaRS  (see  today's  front  page),  The 
Varsity  offers  our  take  on  how  best  to 
tackle  the  sticky  issue  of  waste  dis- 
posal (for  the  science  behind  it  all,  see 
page  9). 

U  of  T  professor  Pierre  Belanger 
describes  garbage  as  a  "secondary 
resource."  It  is  our  task,  then,  to  har- 
ness this  resource  in  an  efficient  and 


►  EDITORIAL  < 

responsible  way,  so  that  we  can  bury 
and  harmfully  incinerate  the  least 
amount  of  trash  possible. 

We  can  start  the  planning  by  re- 
thinking the  issue:  we  must  turn  the 
problem  of  waste  disposal  into  the  so- 
lution for  other  problems,  such  as  the 
energy  shortage. 

Huge  dumping  grounds  and  crude 
incineration  are  outdated  solutions 
that  are  only  attractive  financially.  As 
a  city,  we  must  be  willing  to  invest  in 
new  technologies  and  infrastructure 
to  help  reduce  the  volume  of  trash 
that  is  shipped,  burned,  or  buried. 
The  benefits  of  such  an  investment 
will  far  outweigh  the  costs. 

The  green  bin  program  has  been  a 


great  success  in  Etobicoke,  Scarbor- 
ough and  throughout  the  city,  seeing 
tonnes  of  organic  waste  converted 
into  compost  each  year,  with  little  by 
way  of  harmful  byproducts.  People  in 
the  'burbs  are  diverting  waste  at  ever- 
growing levels,  but  the  downtown 
core  has  some  catching  up  to  do. 

U  of  T,  for  example,  needs  a  compre- 
hensive garbage  policy  that  would  put 
green  bins  in  every  campus  building, 
making  it  easier  for  students  and  staff 
to  divert  on  the  go. 

Though  arguably  the  most  effec- 
tive disposal  method,  plasma  gasifi- 
cation— a  process  that  consumes  all 
types  of  waste  (except  for  nuclear) 
and  produces  no  ash — might  be  pro- 
hibitively expensive  at  the  moment. 
Toronto  should  closely  monitor  the 
test  project  planned  for  Ottawa  next 


year  to  see  whether  we  might  begin 
diverting  a  small  portion  of  our  most 
noxious  waste  to  plasma  within  a  few 
years. 

In  the  meantime,  the  more  afford- 
able process  of  gasification  can  be 
used  to  reduce  our  volume  of  solid 
waste  and  produce  low-emission  com- 
bustible gases  that  can  be  converted 
to  electricity  and  steam  energy. 

Belanger  stresses  the  need  to  sepa- 
rate garbage  at  the  source,  and  in  fact 
a  pro-active  approach  from  Toronto- 
nians  at  home,  at  the  workplace  and  in 
the  public  sphere  to  dispose  of  waste 
categorically  would  improve  the  effi- 
ciency of  each  disposal  method  we've 
researched. 

Though  scraping  foodstuffs  out  of 
take-out  containers  and  ripping  labels 
off  glass  bottles  can  be  tedious,  it  is 


that  kind  of  individual  responsibility 
that  can  lead  to  fantastic  returns  from 
a  cumbersome  resource.  For  the  ef- 
fort it  takes  to  reduce  our  "trash-ologi- 
cal  footprint,"  we  get  back  cleaner  air, 
lower  energy  bills,  more  green  space, 
and  healthier  fruits  and  veggies.  It's 
not  a  bad  deal. 

Crafting  a  multi-faceted,  environ- 
mentally beneficial,  and  cost-effec- 
tive strategy  to  dispose  of  Toronto's 
garbage  should  be  and  must  be  a  top 
priority  for  the  new  city  council. 

There  is  good  news:  it  looks  as 
though  we  literally  have  the  solution 
to  the  garbage  problem  in  our  hands. 
If  we  are  willing  to  separate  our  trash 
responsibly,  and  the  government  is 
ready  to  invest  in  a  variety  of  disposal 
methods,  then  we  very  well  might  not 
need  that  Michigan  contract  after  all. 


License  to  il 


Aaron  S.  Bayley 


Poor  Kim  Jong-il.  For  years  he's  been  the  target 
of  Western  ridicule,  with  his  love  of  Elvis,  his 
eccentric  haircut,  and  his  egocentric  behavior 
providing  potent  pop  culture  fodder  for  the  talk- 
show  circuits.  And  all  that  was  before  the  Team 
America  movie. 

Now  the  world  is  up  in  arms — no  pun  intend- 
ed— over  North  Korea's  nuclear  weapons  test 
last  Monday,  and  tough  talk  of  sanctions,  block- 
ades, and  military  showdowns  has  filled  the  al- 
ready tense  air. 

The  speed  with  which  sanctions  were  adopted 
by  the  UN  Security  Council  underscores  the  ur- 
gency of  the  matter  The  unanimity  with  which 
the  resolutions  were  embraced  clearly  indicates 
the  opinion  of  the  international  community. 

Indeed,  the  world  is  united  in  condemning  the 
communist  regime.  But  the  question  must  be 
raised:  why  shouldn't  North  Korea  be  allowed  to 
develop  nuclear  weapons?  It  is  the  height  of  hy- 
pocrisy to  pass  judgment  on  North  Korea  when 
countries  such  as  the  United  States,  India,  Israel, 
and  Pakistan  all  have  the  nuclear  edge.  With 
respect  to  the  rules  of  international  law.  North 
Korea's  nuclear  test  did  not  break  any  trea- 
ties. Moreover,  the  sinister  global  atmosphere 
that  the  test  created  is  fuelled  by  over-the-top 
world  reaction.  Demonizing  Kim  is  our  reflexive 
response  to  a  situation  shaped  largely  by  the 
Western  media,  and  politicians  with  their  own 
agendas. 

We  need  to  relax  a  little.  Kim  Jong-il  doesn't 
want  to  commit  suicide. 

The  dichotomy  of  "Us  against  Them"  dutifully 
doled  out  by  the  Bush  administration  is  quite 
counterproductive,  especially  when  such  rheto- 
ric is  not  accompanied  by  good  old-fashioned 
diplomacy.  While  it  may  be  true  that  in  this  case 
the  United  States  is  shunning  its  trademark  cow- 
boy diplomacy  for  multilateral  action,  it's  hard  to 
cordially  engage  a  nation  that  you  have  labeled 


one-third  of  an  "Axis  of  Evil." 

The  world  came  much  closer  to  a  nuclear  ca- 
tastrophe when  Cuba's  Fidel  Castro  had  Soviet 
missiles  aimed  at  Florida  in  1962,  but  diplomacy 
saved  the  day.  These  days,  aggressive  rhetoric 
in  a  world  so  deeply  divided  along  religious  and 
ideological  lines  makes  diplomacy  that  much 
harder.  Regardless,  real  diplomacy  must  be  dog- 
gedly pursued.  Economic  threats  alone  have 
superficial  consequences:  ask  Israel  if  sanctions 
against  the  Palestinians  have  crippled  Hamas. 

There  are  only  two  surefire — once  again,  no 
pun  intended — ways  to  ensure  that  a  nuclear 
war  is  avoided:  either  no  country  has  the  bombs, 
or  everyone  has  them,  and  in  the  latter  case  na- 
tions would  engage  in  an  endless  routine  of  call- 
ing each  other's  bluff. 

Stability  is  achieved  by  ensuring  that  no  one 
nation  can  beat  its  chest  and  flex  its  nuclear 
muscles  at  the  expense  of  another. 

That's  what  this  is  all  about,  anyway.  Kim 
Jong-il  just  wants  to  feel  important,  to  belong  to 
that  exclusive,  all-male  club  of  nuclear  leaders, 
and  to  show  off  his  weaponized  symbols  of  viril- 
ity, potency,  and  male  machismo. 

The  bigger,  the  better,  right?  Poor  Kim  Jong-il. 

He  loses  in  that  department,  too. 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE 


Go  online  for  ANDREW  WONG's  less  " 
forgiving  response  to  crazy  Kim's 
nuclear  posturing.  Check  out  Running  out 
of  options  over  Korea  at  WWW.thevarsity.ca 


//CORRECTION: 

In  the  October  16  online  exclusive  entitled  Hope 
fading  for  intelligent  Middle  East  debate,  Hero 
Azar  should  have  been  identified  as  "Ms.  Azar." 
Tfie  /ars/'O' regrets  the  error. 


LETTERS 


Recognition  first,  debate 
second 

Re:  Israel  debate  rages  on,  Sept.  10 

Sana  Ahmed's  article  gave  a  mere  nod  in  the 
direction  of  any  detractors  of  this  event,  solely 
noting  the  existence  of  groups  that  disagreed. 
The  article  also  raised  a  number  of  potentially 
libelous  claims  against  those  groups,  so  as  to 
undermine  even  the  token  counter-argument 
given.  The  article  details  in  propagandist  terms 
the  views  of  the  anti-Israel  event;  a  critical  read- 
ing shows  a  writer  barely  concealing  her  own 
beliefs. 

The  Coalition  against  Israeli  Apartheid's  one- 
state  solution,  with  the  inclusion  of  all  claimants 
to  Palestinian  heritage  currently  living  in  the 
surrounding  area,  demonstrates  that  the  group 
is  actively  seeking  cultural  genocide  against 
Jews  in  the  Middle  East. 

The  term  "apartheid"  in  no  way  applies  to  Is- 
rael. It  is  employed  only  as  a  smear  word.  Unlike 
most  of  these  detractors,  1  have  spent  a  lot  of 
time  in  Israel,  and  have  seen  firsthand  that  there 
is  no  ethnic  divide  or  discrimination  within 
Israel.  "Zionism"  simply  means  the  desire  of  the 
Jews  for  their  own  homeland,  as  many  other 
ethnic  groups  have.  To  be  anti-Zionist  is  sadly  to 
be  deeply  anti-Semitic,  as  it  is  to  say  that  Jews 
are  not  permitted  the  rights  of  all  other  people. 
Once  all  accept  Zionism,  negotiations  on  the 
details  of  full  implementation  can  begin. 

William  J.  Musgrave 

•  Ignoring  the  daffy  Israel-South  Africa  com- 
parison, ignoring  the  sham  propagated  by  the 
mainstream  media  that  the  security  fence  is  a 
wall  (less  than  eight  per  cent  is  wall),  ignoring 
that  the  writer  forgot  that  those  villages  she 
mentions  are  mostly  under  Palestinian  control, 
and  ignoring  the  fact  that  most  Western  aid 
money  was  funneled  into  private  bank  accounts 


if  not  used  to  buy  ammunition,  I  am  not  willing 
to  ignore  the  following  sentence  in  Ahmed's 
article:  "...severing  Zionism  from  Israel's  state 
policies." 

Zionism  is  the  concept  and  movement  which 
believes  that  Jewish  people,  like  all  people  (not 
above  all  people),  have  a  right  to  a  state.  Deny- 
ing this  is  to  say  that  the  one  people  in  the  world 
who  cannot  have  a  state  are  Jews.  One  might 
look  at  any  country  in  that  region,  for  example 
Jordan,  in  which  Jews  cannot  own  land,  or  at  the 
P.A.,  which  officially  stated  that  Jews  would  not 
be  allowed  to  live  in  Gaza. 

1  am  interested,  did  the  Boycott  Divestment 
Sanction  initiative  pay  for  the  advertisement, 
the  article  entitled  "Boycott  and  divestment 
primer,"  or  was  it  a  gift  with  the  purchase  of  un- 
balanced reporting?  If  I  were  to  name  Canadian 
charities  that  have  funded  terrorist  attacks  on 
civilians,  would  The  Varsity  allow  me  to  adver- 
tise for  free  as  well? 

Maier  Yagod 

•  Recent  events  seem  to  indicate  another  year 
of  campus  strife  between  proponents  of  the 
two  groups  of  the  Israeli-Palestinian  debate.  But 
do  we  not  owe  other  students  at  U  of  T  even  an 
attempt  at  diffusing  such  tensions? 

Hillel  incorporates  views  from  all  parts  of  the 
political  spectrum.  As  divergent  as  these  views 
may  be,  they  all  share  one  basic  principle:  Israel 
has  a  right  to  exist,  and  will  continue  to  exist. 
Upon  this  principle  we  can  open  dialogue  and 
discourse.  So,  in  the  spirit  of  our  counterparts 
in  the  Middle  East  who  have  tried,  and  will  try, 
to  bring  an  end  to  conflict,  I  invite  any  person 
who  is  willing  to  recognize  the  simple  principle 
of  Israel's  right  to  exist  to  come  and  discuss  with 
us  the  substantive  issues  at  hand.  If  nothing 
else,  this  dialogue  will  be  undertaken  in  the 
name  of  making  this  a  campus  free  from  animos- 
ity and  tension. 

Shaun  Hoffman 

VP  Israel  Affairs,  Hillel  @UofT 
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OPEN 

HOUSE 

WURZWEILER 

SCHOOL  OF 
SOCIAL  WORK 


Wednesday,  November  8th 
7  to  9  p.m.  at 

Wolfond  Centre  for  Jewish  Campus  Life 

(on  rhe  campus  of  University  of  Toronto) 

36  Harbord  Street,  Toronto 

Celebrating  its  50th  anniversary,  Wiirzweiler  School  of  Social  Work  at 
Yeshiva  University  has  earned  a  national  and  international  reputation  for 
its  flexible  study  plans,  dedicated  faculty,  and  diverse  student  body. 
More  than  250  Canadians  have  graduated  from  Wurzweiler's  MSW 
program.  Our  Block  Program  offers  Canadian  and  other  out-of-town 
students  the  opportunity  to  attend  classes  in  June  and  July  amid  the  rich 
culture  and  diverse  environment  of  New  York  City,  widi  fieldwork  from 
September  to  mid-May  in  their  home  towns. 

Please  join  Wurzweiler  administration,  alumni  and  students  at  an  excidng 
and  thought-provoking  open  house.  RSVP  wsswadmissions@yu.edu  or 
call  212-960-0810.  hoi  more  information  about  Wunweiler,  visit 
www.yu.edu/wurzweilcr 
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AH-WIZO 


SALE 


ONEMY 


AMAZING  BARGAINS! 
HOURLY  DOOR  PRIZES 

BRAND  NAME  NEW  ITEMS 
AND  VINTAGE  FINDS 


'  Clothing  *  Housewares 


•  Jewelry  •  Holiday  Gifts 
•Toys  •Bridal/Formal 

•  Purses  •  Fashion  Auction 

•  Brand  Name  Jeans 


WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  25th,  2006 
9AM  -  7PM 

EXHIBITION  PLACE, 
DIRECT  ENERGY  CENTRE,  HALL  B 

$4  (CHILDREN  5  AND  UNDER  FREE) 

www.hadassahwlzotoxd 


Thank  you  to  our  qenerous  corporate  sponsors 
^  Scotiabank  Group 

M  «      «  ^^^^        Nesbitt  Burns 

DANCAP  ^ 

PRIVATE  EQUITY  INC 
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Born  to  (le  bad 

Chandler  Levack  picks  the  brain  of  Damon  Gough,  AKA  Badly  Drawn  Boy 


Chandler  Levack 

ASSOCIATE  ARTS  EDITOR 


Imagine  that  you  are  a  36-year-old  musician  from 
the  U.K.  named  Badly  Drawn  Boy.  You  have  re- 
corded four  prior  albums;  the  first  was  awarded 
Britain's  Mercury  Prize  making  you  an  instant 
sensation  at  31.  Your  second  record  was  the 
soundtrack  for  a  very  successful  Hugh  Grant  film. 
Your  third  effort,  Have  You  Fed  the  F/s/?.^  cemented 
your  fame.  One  of  your  singles  was  even  used  in  a 
GAP  commercial.  It  sold  many  sweaters. 

Your  last  album,  One  Plus  One  is  One,  tanked. 
Some  of  the  songs  were  inspired  by  the  death  of  a 
close  friend,  something  that  still  hurts.  They  were 
about  relationships  that  didn't  work  out.  They 
were  about  your  grandfather  killed  in  Normandy 
during  World  War  One.  There  were  a  lot  of  flute 
and  sparse  guitar  parts  and  Phil  Spector-style 
children's  choruses,  which  people  just  didn't  un- 
derstand. You  have  two  young  children  with  your 
girlfriend  Claire,  ages  four  and-a-half  and  six.  You 
think  about  them  all  the  time. 

You  left  your  independent  label  XL  because  you 
were  concerned  about  your  career.  You  didn't 
know  how  you  were  supposed  to  expand  your  au- 
dience. An  audience  buying  sweaters  because  of 
your  song  in  a  GAP  commercial.  You  remember 
when  you  put  out  10  copies  of  your  first  EP  (hand- 
pressed,  in  Nashville  because  it  was  cheaper) 
and  gave  them  to  the  local  record  shop.  The  next 
week  they  were  sold  to  strangers,  and  the  shop 
wcinted  50  more. 

And  you  sit  and  wonder  why  nothing  since  then 
has  ever  felt  as  satisfying. 

So  you  decide  that  you  are  going  to  sign  with 
major  label  EMI  for  your  next  four  albums.  But 
still  you  have  doubts.  You  even  flirt  with  the  idea 
of  signing  with  a  less  mainstream  company  that's 
not  trying  as  hard  to  make  you  feel  comfortable, 
but  eventually  the  label  manager  (who's  from  the 


same  part  of  England  as  you  are)  wins  you  over. 
You  think  about  what  your  idol  Bruce  Springsteen 
would  do  and  you  wonder  why  nothing  you  put 
out  ever  sounds  as  good  as  "Thunder  Road."  You 
quote  that  in  the  last  lines  of  your  new  work.  Bom 
in  the  U.K. 

Bom  in  the  U.K.  goes  through  many  changes. 
First,  you  try  to  record  it  with  a  producer  who 
worked  with  Blur,  but  everything  turns  out  crap. 
You're  concerned  that  the  public  has  forgotten 
about  you,  that  your  career  may  already  be  dead. 
But  you're  also  afraid  that  people  are  sick  of  you 
because  in  one  year  you  released  two  hit  records 
and  had  to  dodge  paparazzi  when  you  took  your 
children  to  the  zoo.  You  wonder  why  the  bands 
that  you  really  like  to  listen  to,  like  Ween,  sound 
nothing  like  how  you  sound.  And  why  you  like 
those  bands  more  than  the  music  you  produce 
yourself — piano-tinged  numbers  about  the  loss 
of  your  girlfriend's  innocence 

So  you  scrap  all  the  old  material  and  create  25 
new  songs  with  producer  Nick  Frangien,  even- 
tually culling  that  pool  down  to  13.  Everything 
sounds  as  good  as  it's  going  to,  and  maybe  there 
are  even  a  few  beautiful  moments  here  and  there, 
but  the  truth  is  unavoidable:  you're  not  in  love 
with  it.  And  in  concert  you're  frustrated  because 
everybody  is  dead  quiet  during  the  new  songs, 
but  they  explode  with  raucous  applause  for  the 
Hugh  Grant  movie  tunes.  At  Oxford  club  the  Zo- 
diac, you  tell  the  crowd  that  when  your  new  re- 
cord comes  out  you  won't  have  to  play  shitholes 
like  this  anymore.  And  lately  you've  been  thinking 
that  maybe  it's  easier  to  be  someone  like  James 
Blunt,  with  a  huge  supermarket  single,  than  who 
you  are  right  now — someone  obscure  enough  to 
be  famous  and  famous  enough  to  be  obscure. 

You  wonder  why  you  have  to  remain  under- 
ground. You  start  to  wonder  if  you  actually  are 

SEE 'DRAWN' -NEXT  PAGE 


What  do  Badly  Drawn  Boy  and  a  crackhead  have  in  common?  They  both  need  a  hit,  badly. 


Prince  of  tides 

Director  Terry  Gilliam  gabs  about  his  new  film  Tideland 


Gilliam,  seen  visiting  U  of  T  last  week  to  promote  his  latest  film  Tideland,  which  opens  Friday 


Dan  Epstein 


Terry  Gilliam  hails  from  a  unique  breed  of  film 
directors.  He  makes  movies  that  try — with 
a  keen  sense  of  humour — to  say  something 
about  our  culture.  1  sat  down  with  Gilliam 
last  week  when  he  was  in  town  promoting  his 
latest  film,  Tideland,  opening  this  Friday. 

From  his  early  work  with  Monty  Python 
to  his  drugged-out  presentation  of  Hunter 
S.  Thompson's  Fear  and  Loathing  in  Las  Ve- 
gas, Gilliam's  work  was  gained  him  an  ever- 
expanding  cult  following.  Despite  this  fame, 
however,  he  is  still  at  odds  with  the  main- 
stream filmmaking  establishment.  But  Gil- 
liam is  not  discouraged  by  this  adversarial 
relationship.  Actually,  the  exact  opposite  is 
true. 

"Ever  since  1  was  very  young  I  was  fairly 
perverse,"  he  told  me.  "The  smart  thing  to 
do  would  be  to  go  with  the  flow  cause  that's 
where  the  money  is,  that's  where  success 
lies.  The  other  is  more  interesting  because 
it's  unknown  territory  and  1  am  always  curi- 
ous about  that."  It's  into  this  strange,  alien 
territory  that  he  once  again  takes  us  in  Tide- 
land. 

Within  moments  of  Tideland's  opening 
credits,  Jeliza-Rose  (Jodelle  Ferland),  a  ten 
year-old  girl,  gives  her  father  (Jeff  Bridges) 
his  daily  dose  of  heroin,  or  as  he  calls  it 
"takin'  a  little  vacation."  Gilliam  gives  this 


seemingly  arresting  imagery  a  decidedly  hu- 
morous treatment,  as  Jeliza-Rose  moves  her 
father's  arm,  removes  the  needle,  swabs  him 
down,  and  puts  his  sunglasses  on  his  face,  all 


in  her  own  childish  way. 

This  scene  attests  to  the  overall  tone  of 
Tideland,  which  can  be  disturbing,  funny 
and  joyous  all  at  the  same  time.  Always  one 


to  court  controversy,  Gilliam  squarely  takes 
aim  at  the  idea  of  the  "child  as  a  victim"  in 
Tideland. 

"It  sells  newspapers  and  television  loves  it 
but  it's  just  not  true,"  he  said,  "little  kids  are 
resilient  creatures,  and  nature  makes  them 
that  way."  He  makes  it  all  too  clear  that  the 
film  will  play  with  conceptions  of  innocence 
and  childhood  in  a  way  that  may  not  be  en- 
tirely comfortable.  That's  the  whole  idea. 
The  key  for  Gilliam  is  to  deliver  the  events  as 
seen  through  the  eyes  of  young  Jeliza-Rose, 
which  is  why  he  tells  the  story  from  her  point 
of  view. 

"Jeliza-Rose  doesn't  deny  things,"  Gilliam 
offers,  "she  transcends  them." 

Other  characters  in  the  film  act  as  foils  to 
this  attitude.  Dell  (Janet  McTeer)  denies  real- 
ity in  a  very  sinister  fashion,  which  Gilliam 
likens  to  mainstream  Christian  fundamental- 
ism, a  faith  he  publicly  abhors.  "Wash  Me  in 
the  Blood  of  Jesus,"  a  song  Gilliam  wrote  for 
the  film,  plays  in  the  background  during  a 
scene  in  which  family  values  are  thorough- 
ly debased.  This  kind  of  subversion  makes 
Tideland  very  poignant,  but  also  tough  to 
comprehend. 

Even  the  most  enlightened  moviegoers 
may  be  put  off  by  this  one,  but  it  is  a  unique 
and  (at  times)  funny  film,  that  makes  very 
strong  statements  about  our  culture  and  the 
assumed  values  people  fear  to  question. 
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Terse  verse 


//PROFILES  IN  WORDAGE: 


Slam  poets  duke  it  out  at  the  Canadian  Festival  of  Spoken  Word 


Miriam  Cross 


The  phenomenon  of  spoken  word  is 
relatively  unheard  of  in  Canada,  but 
you  wouldn't  know  it  if  you'd  ven- 
tured out  to  the  Trane  Studio  last 
Thursday  night.  The  first  night  of  the 
Canadian  Festival  of  Spoken  Word 
(CFSW)  drew  such  a  large  audience 
that  people  were  being  turned  away 
at  the  door. 

Now  in  its  third  year,  the  CFSW 
championships,  representing  the 
best  of  Canadian  spoken  word  po- 
ets, ran  from  October  11-14.  The 
young  crowd,  fueled  by  alcohol  and 
genuine  enthusiasm  for  the  art  of 
spoken  word,  kept  the  place  buzzing 
all  night,  as  they  awarded  the  com- 
petitors, who  ranged  in  age  from  17 
to  42,  with  raucous  applause,  cheers, 
and  laughter.  Loud  boos  were  re- 
served for  any  judge  daring  to  grant 
a  score  below  9.0  out  of  10. 

The  event  might  not  seem  to  merit 
such  excitement,  but  slam  poetry  is 
not  ordinary  verse.  Using  only  their 
bodies  and  their  voices  (props  are 
strictly  forbidden)  performers  are 
given  three  minutes  and  10  seconds 
to  out-perform  fellow  competitors. 
This  means  incorporating  creative 


movements,  sound  effects  and  mel- 
odies into  their  pieces.  Some  people 
performed  in  pairs,  melding  voices 
together  to  create  unusual  effects. 
Others  just  spoke  as  fast  and  articu- 
lately as  possible.  Performing  in  a 
slam  means  having  a  good  sense  of 
the  audience  and  coming  prepared 
with  a  variety  of  pieces.  Judging 
from  the  performances  that  night, 
it  also  means  having  a  total  lack  of 
inhibition,  whether  one  is  divulg- 
ing intensely  personal  experiences 
or  graphically  condemning  a  man's 
lack  of  bathroom  etiquette. 

Because  spoken  word  weighs  con- 
tent and  performance  equally,  the 
effect  is  twofold.  Trite  or  standard 
topics  can  be  revitalized  by  an  origi- 
nal take  and  impassioned  delivery. 
Krystle  Mullin  of  Toronto  recently 
experienced  the  breakup  of  a  long- 
term  relationship,  which  figured 
largely  into  her  piece  on  heartbreak. 
Her  vivid  language,  understand- 
able pain,  and  closing  note  of  em- 
powerment made  her  performance 
emotional  without  being  cliched. 
Nevertheless,  with  so  many  people 
determined  to  be  as  provocative  or 
controversial  as  possible,  the  nov- 
elty wears  thin.  There  are  only  so 


many  feminist  rants  and  nonsensi- 
cal ramblings  1  could  take  before 
they  all  started  to  sound  the  same. 

The  finals  were  held  at  the  St.  Law- 
rence Centre  for  the  Arts  on  Saturday 
the  14,  and  saw  Vancouver  win  for 
the  third  year  in  a  row.  Two  Toronto 
teams  placed  second  and  third,  and 
Ottawa  came  in  last  place. 

Since  its  establishment  in  2003, 
the  CFSW  has  only  grown  in  popu- 
larity. Other  events  held  to  promote 
spoken  word  included  open  mics, 
workshops,  and  public  performanc- 
es. Spoken  word  action  continues 
throughout  the  year,  such  as  CFSW 
publicity  manager  David  Silverberg's 
monthly  poetry  slams. 

1  was  initially  wary  of  such 
events — in  poetry,  meaninglessness 
and  obscurity  is  too  often  confused 
with  depth.  However,  something 
about  the  performance  dimension 
that  helped  hide  this  problem:  it 
wasn't  until  later  that  1  realized 
some  pieces  made  no  sense.  Maybe 
it  was  the  energy  and  warmth  of 
the  crowd,  or  the  intriguing  combi- 
nation of  drama  and  poetry,  but  at 
least  for  that  night,  it  was  hard  not 
to  get  caught  up  in  the  world  of  spo- 
ken word. 


VIVA  ITALIA! 

Italian  Design  in  the  World 


SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  21,  2006 
FREE  ADMISSION* 


An  international  symposium  coinciding  with  the  exhibition  Italian  Arts  &  Design: 
The  20th  Century,  presented  by  Sentry  Select  Capital  Corp.,  addresses  Italian 
design  in  the  context  of  global  design  markets  and  international  brands. 

PRESENTED  BY  THE  INSTITUTE  f(^R  CONTEMPORARY  CULTURE,  ROM 

AND  Tin.  isriruro  italiano  di  cultura  in  roRONnj. 

Al  l  DAY  STARTING  AT  10:30  AM  -  KFYNOfPF  ADnilF.!«  WITH  Kim  W.  FORSTFR  AT  7:00 I'M 
SIGN>-  &  CL^OPHfe  EATON  THE-ATRE,  ROYAL  ONTARIO  MUSEUM 


4i1 


Royal  Ontario 
Museum 


Open  Doily 

Bloor  St.  W.  at  Avenue  Rd. 

Museum  subway  stop  I  416.586  8000 

www.rom.on.ca/ about/ice 

SCM  I  iifl  'ff)Cy^  'n/rjn^jt  ',w*y  .*».Wr  C.rjfukjl  (j>p 
The  9CM  ts  on  nysvy  of  Ih*  Centtrmtm  ol  Onlof  10. 
'Enlry  «o  SyrapotMjm  does  no(  indudt  auM  odmiMion. 


ICCr 


T  THE 

ROM 


fusion  Arts  &  Design:  The  20th  Centwy  was  produced  by  *he 

Oikirft)  MuH'txn  <.mkI  Mu«»  Mutl  (Muyrr*  d'Arfe  Madeino 
^  f.OfiMmpr>ron«l  di  TrenJri  e  Rr/w«ln),  iUrmrrJkt,  Itrjy 

The  Montmol  MuMwm  tJ  Firw*  Arti,  lil«of>*  nrd  Dtwid  M  Stfrwvirl 
Colledion.  Ftmo  credit  dtritlme  Ou»i,  MMtA. 


Krystle  Mullin  is  relatively 

new  to  the  spoken  word  scene  in 
Toronto.  Although  she  had  previ- 
ously written  and  performed  her 
own  poetry,  she  got  seriously 
involved  after  reading  about  the 
Toronto  Poetry  Slam  in  NOW 
magazine.  Currently  working  a 
"soul-sucking"  job,  she  is  trying 
to  make  it  as  a  professional  poet 
and  is  thinking  about  touring 
with  two  other  Toronto  competi- 
tors. In  Thursday  night's  perfor- 
mance she  addressed  the  trauma 
of  heartbreak  in  all  its  guises, 
rejecting  a  singular  emphasis  on 
love.  While  writing  this  piece, 
she  was  struck  by  the  similarities 
between  heartbreak  (stemming 
from  a  recent  breakup)  and  a  traf- 
fic jam,  two  very  similar  things. 
She  explains  that  one  can  either 
wait  for  the  jam,  metaphysical  or 
otherwise,  to  eventually  pass,  or 
do  as  she  did:  get  out  of  the  car 
and  start  walking. 


Ritallin  (Greg  Frankson) 

attributes  his  discovery 
of  slam  poetry  to  a  self- 
described  'Donovan  Bailey' 
moment:  while  taking  a  break 
from  performing  rap  and  hip- 
hop  in  university,  he  attended 
a  spoken  word  event  in  Ottawa 
and  realized  that  he  could 
do  it  too.  Since  then,  he's 
spent  the  past  two  and  a  half 
years  writing  and  performing 
poetry.  He  chose  the  name 
'Ritallin'  because,  just  as  the 
drug  focuses  those  with  ADD, 
he  hopes  to  use  his  poetry 
to  focus  people  on  important 
issues  such  as  politics,  the 
Black  experience,  and  social 
justice.  He  believes  a  good 
poet  writes  about  experiences 
he  can  directly  relate  to.  His 
selection  tonight,  the  sexually- 
charged  My  Pen,  was  inspired 
by  a  comment  by  a  former 
girlfriend. 


'DRAWN'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

the  kind  of  artist  who  can  produce  a 
hit  (you've  come  close,  that's  for  sure). 
You  wonder  what  hit  singles  even 
mean.  You  end  up  touring  England 
and  New  York  City,  and  get  confused 
because  every  city's  the  same  when 
you're  only  there  for  a  day  and  a  half. 
And  you  go  get  pissed  after  the  shows 
when  they  are  good  shows,  and  you 
wake  up  the  next  morning  with  a  hang- 
over and  search  for  your  trademark 
stocking  cap  in  the  darkened  hotel 
room  before  your  next  flight. 

You  end  up  in  Toronto.  You're  doing 
an  interview  with  some  19  year  old  and 
you  wish  that  you  could  smoke,  some- 
thing you've  wanted  to  do  ever  since 
finishing  your  last  fag  40  minutes  ago. 
But  now  it's  raining,  or  maybe  hailing, 
and  it  seems  like  every  patio  in  this 
smoke-a-phobic  city  has  been  closed. 
You  go  to  the  cafe  across  the  street 
with  the  19  year-old,  you  order  a  Cae- 
sar and  tell  her  the  truth — that  you 


are  scared  and  hoping  for  as  many  hit 
singles  as  possible,  so  your  children 
can  go  to  nice  colleges,  all  while  try- 
ing to  avoid  eye  contact.  You  hope  she 
doesn't  notice  that  your  reddish  brown 
shoulder-length  hair  is  shot  with  grey. 
You  can  only  finish  half  your  Caesar 
because  you  have  to  do  an  interview 
with  MTV. 

At  your  concert  that  night  (which  is  at 
a  nice  venue  instead  of  a  shithole)  you 
break  halfway  through  for  another  cig- 
arette, and  you  feel  funny  during  "This 
is  That  New  Song"  (from  the  album 
that  tanked)  because  you're  unsure, 
looking  over  the  exuberant  mid-20's 
crowd,  whether  you're  happy  or  sad 
or  just  exhausted.  The  lighting  makes 
you  look  like  you're  crying,  but  it's  only 
sweat.  And  after  the  show  you  climb 
into  bed  alone  half-drunk  and  wait  for 
the  next  day,  for  the  next  concert,  for 
the  next  album.  And  you  think  about 
Springsteen  when  he  says,  "Is  that  you 
baby  or  just  a  brilliant  disguise?"  And 
you  decide  it's  you.  Probably. 
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Baby  insomniacs 


Childhood  obesity  can't  be  complete- 
ly faulted  on  fast  food,  a  new  research 
study  suggests.  Consistently  shorter 
durations  of  sleep  during  the  night 
due  to  computers,  TVs,  and  other 
gadgets  in  the  bedroom,  may  also 
have  a  role  in  the  increasing  num- 
ber of  unhealthy,  fat  kids.  The  study 
pointed  to  several  hormones  that 
regulate  hunger  and  metabolism. 
Ghrelin,  a  hormone  that  stimulates 
hunger,  was  15  per  cent  higher  in  kids 
with  five  hours  of  sleep  a  night  than 
kids  with  eight.  Sleep  loss  also  dis- 
rupts the  hormones  insulin,  Cortisol, 
and  growth  hormone,  which  could 
lead  to  irregular  eating  patterns  and 
obesity.  Insufficient  sleep  from  30 
months  to  the  teens  may  have  conse- 
quences in  development,  especially 
in  the  part  of  the  brain  that  regulates 
appetite  and  energy  expenditure. 
Source:  BMJ Specialty  Journals 
— SANDY HUEN 

Where  pleasure  is  pain 

Dopamine  has  long  been  heralded 
as  the  brain's  way  of  communicat- 
ing pleasure.  More  recently,  stud- 
ies have  implicated  dopamine  as  a 
factor  driving  the  addictions  to  co- 
caine and  heroin.  A  new  study  from 
the  University  of  Michigan  suggests 
that  dopamine  is  also  involved  in  the 
sensory  reception  of  muscle  pain, 
though  how  this  pain  is  registered 
on  an  emotional  scale  varies  among 
individuals.  In  a  study  with  25  indi- 
viduals, the  application  of  pain  to 
the  jaw  muscle  caused  the  release 
of  dopamine  from  the  same  area  of 
the  brain  that  responds  to  positive 
stimuli  like  food  or  sex.  Surprisingly, 
the  more  the  pain  caused  emotional 
distress,  the  more  dopamine  was 
released,  especially  in  an  area  previ- 
ously implicated  in  drug  addiction. 
The  researchers  conclude  that  dopa- 
mine acts  at  the  intersection  of  physi- 
cal and  emotional  events,  whether 
painful  or  pleasurable.  The  finding 
may  explain  why  drug  addiction  is 
more  likely  to  occur  under  periods  of 
stress  or  chronic  pain. 
Source:  Journal  of  Neuroscience 
— S.H. 

The  lesser  of  evils? 

A  species  of  bacteria  that  is  known 
to  substantially  increase  the  risk  of 
cancer  in  the  lower  stomach  may 
actually  decrease  the  risk  of  upper 
stomach  cancer,  according  to  a  re- 
cent study.  Many  people  are  infected 
with  the  bacteria  Helicobacter  py- 
lori, but  they  usually  can  get  away 
with  little  to  no  symptoms.  If  symp- 
toms such  as  gastric  ulcers  appear, 
a  treatment  often  is  instituted  to  get 
rid  of  the  bacteria  completely.  How- 
ever, the  recent  results  indicate  that 
mass  eradication  strategies  may  not 
be  encouraged  because  H.  pylori  can 
decrease  the  risk  of  developing  can- 
cer of  the  upper  part  of  the  stomach. 
Physicians  are  recommended  to  take 
the  possible  protective  qualities  of  H. 
pylori  into  consideration  when  devis- 
ing treatment  plans  for  patients  with 
infections. 

Source:  Journal  of  the  National 
Cancer  Institute 
— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 


Pardon  the  smell 


Garbage  is  like  a  bad 
neighbour— it  smells 
bad,  takes  up  space,  and 
can  be  very  difficult  to 
get  rid  of.  Where  will  our 
trash  repose  when  there's 
nowhere  left  for  it  to  go? 
We  Varsity  \ooks  at  five 
potential  ways — none 
mutually  exclusive — ^to  get 
rid  of  Toronto's  trash  and  the 
science  behind  them. 


The  sun  sets  on  Carlton  Farms  Landfill  in  Michigan,  the  current  destination  for  Toronto's  trash. 


Composting 

Composting  is  the  process  of  using  certain 
bacteria  to  break  down  organic  material — food 
scraps,  bones,  vegetable  and  fruit  peels,  and 
many  paper  products — into  usable  components. 
In  natural  environments,  bacteria  turn  dead 
animals  and  plants  into  basic  organic  material 
which  is  then  deposited  into  the  soil.  In  large- 
scale  municipal  projects,  a  certain  combination 
of  carbon,  nitrogen,  water — and,  depending  on 
the  process,  air — is  necessary  to  promote  de- 
composition at  the  highest  possible  rate. 


Incineration 

Decades  ago,  incinerators  were  simply  massive 
burning  units  where  everything  and  anything  in 
municipal  trash  was  left  to  burn,  often  with  toxic 
by-products  like  dioxins.  Present-day  incinerators, 
dubbed  "energy-from-waste"  (EfW)  plants,  have 
sorters  to  remove  metals,  glass  and  inorganic  waste 
such  as  drywall  and  bricks.  The  high  temperature 
produced  by  the  burning  is  used  to  generate  steam 
to  power  turbines  that  produce  electricity  or  heat, 
which  can  be  fed  into  Toronto's  power  grid. 

Gasification 

The  chemical  process  of  gasification  is  almost 
something  out  of  science  fiction:  it  can  vapourize 
our  garbage  out  of  existence  while  generating  fuel. 
Gasification  involves  burning  solid  waste  to  gen- 
erate a  fuel  gcis  known  as  "syngas."  This  consists 
mostly  of  carbon  monoxide  and  hydrogen,  and 
has  about  a  third  of  the  energy  capacity  of  natural 
gas  when  burned.  Syngas  is  a  popular  'green'  gas 
that  can  be  used  much  like  natural  gas  for  a  vari- 
ety of  applications  like  transportation  or  electrical 
generation. 


Plasma  Gasification 

Garbage  will  always  be  unwanted,  but  advance- 
ments in  waste-processing  technology  means 
that  not  every  banana  peel  or  plastic  wrapper 
will  end  up  on  the  funeral  pyre  of  incineration. 
Plasma  gasification  is  one  such  technology. 

Plasma  is  neither  a  solid,  liquid,  or  gas,  but  a 
state  of  matter  all  its  own.  It  is  created  by  pass- 
ing an  electric  charge  through  a  gas  until  some 
of  its  atoms  become  ionized  and  lose  their  elec- 
trons. The  plasma  is  the  resulting  mosaic  of 
ions,  electrons  and  neutral  atoms,  and  is  one  of 

Landfills 

Unsustainable,  bulky,  and  temporary  by  nature, 
dumps — open  pits  of  garbage  not  engineered  to 
be  isolated  from  the  environment — are  the  oldest 
form  of  garbage  disposal.  As  recently  as  the  early 
1980s,  sanitary  landfills  have  taken  over  as  the 
dump  of  choice.  They  have  clay  or  synthetic  lin- 
ers that  isolate  the  waste  from  the  air,  groundwa- 
ter, and  the  environment  in  general. 

Among  the  many  dangers  of  landfills  is  the  pro- 
duction of  greenhouse  gases,  50  per  cent  of  which 
are  methane.  However,  gases  can  be  captured 


Using  waste  from  the  recently  introduced 
green  bins,  organic  material  is  screened  for 
large,  non-organic  objects,  and  the  remaining 
usable  material  is  blended  into  a  pulp.  Any  re- 
maining metal  or  plastic  particles  still  present 
can  be  easily  filtered  out.  The  organic  liquid 
mixture  then  undergoes  'anaerobic  digestion' 
(anaerobic  indicating  the  bacteria  does  not 
need  oxygen  to  function).  After  15  days,  the 
end  products  are  biogas — comprised  mostly  of 
methane  and  carbon  dioxide — and  an  organic 
solid  material.  To  be  useful  for  agriculture  and 


Incineration  produces  compact  waste  materials 
(ash)  for  landfills.  Mercury,  lead,  cadmium,  copper, 
and  zinc  may  be  released  as  solid  ash  content,  but 
new  techniques  have  helped  reduce  the  amount  of 
toxic  materials  through  more  careful  sorting  pro- 
cedures, lower  burning  temperature  to  minimize 
dioxin  release,  and  "scrubbers"  that  prevent  the 
release  of  acid  gases  into  the  atmosphere.  A  75  per 
cent  volume  reduction  of  space  is  estimated  for 
incinerated  garbage  over  garbage  that  is  merely 
buried. 

Like  incineration,  gasification  is  essentially  a 
burning  process,  though  it  recovers  more  energy 
through  syngas  than  EfW  plants,  potentially  gen- 
erating enough  electric  power  to  meet  the  needs 
of  15  to  20  million  people.  Depending  on  the  type 
of  waste  used,  gasification  proponents  argue  that 
little  to  no  carbon,  sulfur,  or  nitrogen-based  emis- 
sions are  released.  Further,  any  solid  by-products 
can  be  re-constituted  into  useable  building  mate- 
rial. 

However,  these  claims  have  created  a  mis- 
placed optimism.  Because  of  the  relative  novelty 
of  gasification,  the  short-term  studies  conducted 


the  hottest  heat  sources  available,  with  a  tem- 
perature of  about  20,000  degrees  Celsius. 

In  an  oxygen-starved  environment,  plasma 
can  break  down  almost  any  waste  you  feed  it 
(except  nuclear  waste)  into  simple  gases  like 
hydrogen,  carbon  dioxide,  and  water  vapour. 
Anything  that  can't  be  converted  to  a  gas  is 
melted  down  into  a  harmless  slag,  often  only 
0.4  per  cent  of  the  original  volume  of  waste  in- 
put. 

The  procedure  produces  almost  no  emis- 
sions and  completely  breaks  down  toxic  waste 
compounds.  The  slag  can  be  reused  for  road 


and  managed  in  modern  landfills  for  conversion 
into  a  useful  energy  source.  Though  the  process 
releases  carbon  dioxide,  which  still  contributes 
to  greenhouse  emissions,  its  global  warming  po- 
tential is  less  than  one  twentieth  that  of  methane, 
giving  it  a  relatively  lower  environmental  im- 
pact. Captured  methane,  used  as  a  direct  energy 
source,  will  conserve  other  non-renewable  energy 
sources  such  as  fossil  fuels. 

In  1999,  approximately  20  million  cubic  meters 
of  methane  were  collected  in  Canada  to  be  con- 
verted or  used  directly,  and  this  reduced  green- 


gardening,  this  organic  solid  material  must  be 
further  treated  at  outdoor,  aerobic  composting 
facilities  with  a  supply  of  oxygen. 

Composting  can  potentially  divert  70  per 
cent  of  the  total  domestic  garbage  produced 
in  Toronto  toward  sustainable  processes.  The 
biogas  by-products  are  a  concern,  since  carbon 
dioxide  and  methane  are  greenhouse  gases  that 
contribute  to  global  warming.  Biogas  can  be 
cleaned  up  and  used  for  heating  or  electricity 
production,  although  at  a  considerably  higher 
cost  than  natural  gas. 


Despite  a  number  of  EfW  plants  nearby,  Toronto 
does  not  currently  use  any  EfW  technology  on  its 
waste.  Environmentally-friendly  Sweden  has  seen 
good  results  from  their  29  EfW  plants.  They  re- 
port drastic  drops  in  both  dioxin  and  toxic  metal 
release,  but  incineration  technology  has  not  yet 
managed  to  reduce  these  to  zero.  Incineration  of 
47  per  cent  of  all  household  waste  in  Sweden  gen- 
erates two  per  cent  of  the  country's  total  energy 
supply. 
— MANDYLO 

do  not  thoroughly  examine  the  process.  They 
also  use  the  'ideal'  garbage — clean  homogenous 
waste — as  feedstock  for  tests.  Gasification,  like 
incineration,  requires  the  removal  of  metals  and 
other  inert  substance  that  do  not  have  the  ability 
to  react.  Simply  feeding  all  our  waste  into  a  gasifi- 
cation system  will  not  work. 

Implementing  a  viable  gasification  system 
comes  at  a  steep  cost,  in  addition  to  the  complexity 
involved  in  building  the  structure  to  have  it.  Gasifi- 
cation does  release  various  metals  and  chemicals, 
including  highly  toxic  dioxins  and  furans. 
— NIRADAnA 


construction  and  the  gases,  once  cleared  of 
contaminants,  can  be  used  as  fuel  to  power 
the  plasma  facility  itself  as  well  as  feed  power 
into  a  city's  grid.  When  the  gases  are  used  as 
fuel  for  electricity  generation,  the  emissions  re- 
leased are  similar  to  those  of  natural  gas. 

Because  of  the  enormous  expense  and  equip- 
ment necessary  to  run  a  plasma  gasification 
plant,  only  a  select  few  cities  have  turned  the- 
ory into  reality.  Come  March  2007,  Ottawa  will 
begin  a  trial  to  examine  the  efficacy  of  a  small- 
scale  plasma  plant. 
—JEN  BATES 


house  emissions  by  the  same  amount  as  taking  1.5 
million  cars  off  the  road.  This  quantity  of  methane 
contains  enough  energy  to  heat  160,000  homes, 
though  the  process  may  not  always  be  feasible  be- 
cause of  the  cost  of  collection  and  conversion. 

The  latest  developments  in  landfill  techniques 
involve  "sustainable  landfills."  These  include  se- 
quential anaerobic  and  aerobic  reactors,  "biofil- 
tration"  of  methane  using  special  bacteria,  and 
moisture  distribution  throughout  the  landfill  cell. 
—MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 


10  THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  19, 2006 


VARSITY  SPORTS 


sports@thevarsity.ca 


Blues  lock  in  and  load  up  for  postseason 


Kimberly  Montgomery 


Damp  weather  could  not  soften  U  of 
T's  disciplined  play  as  Women's  Soc- 
cer locked  down  a  spot  in  the  play- 
offs over  the  weekend.  At  21  points, 
the  Blues  (5-3-6)  are  battling  with 
Laurentian  (6-3-6)  for  the  fourth 
seed  in  the  Eastern  Division,  hoping 
to  retain  home  field  advantage. 


Playoff  push 


Helming  a  young  team  this  year. 
Coach  Beth  McCharles  said  the  key 
to  shutting  down  opponents  over 
the  season  has  been  strategy. 

"To  win,  we  need  to  stick  to  our 
system  as  much  as  possible,"  she 
said.  "The  team  performs  well  both 
mentally  and  physically,  and  plays 
every  game  hard.  Hopefully  we  will 
peak  during  the  playoffs." 

SBying  on  veteran  players  like  Lo  - 
retta  Dethomasis  and  t&ie  Hill  will 
help  the  team  get  there,  McCharles 
said. 

"Loretta  is  the  backbone  of  the 
back  line,  and  while  Kie  is  com  - 
ing  off  of  an  injury,  we're  hoping  she 
reaches  her  peak  during  the  playoffs 
to  lead  the  team,"  McCharles  said. 
"Through  the  coaching  staff's  deci- 
sion making,  we  empower  our  cap- 
tains to  lead  the  team.  Chemistry  is 
fantastic  this  year,  and  that  makes  a 


Blue  crossing:  Midfielder  Lisa  Henien  winds  up  for  a  cross  during  U  of  T's  2-1  loss  to  RMC  Sunday.  The  Blues  are  5-3-6  this  season. 


tremendous  difference." 

While  experience  and  health  are 
aspects  gradually  working  in  the 
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THUNDER  THROUGH  ANYTHING 


Blues'  favour,  there  are  still  a  few 
things  the  team  needs  to  work  on. 

"We  need  to  capitalize  on  our 
chances  upfront,  and  put  the  ball 
away  when  we  can,"  McCharles  said. 
"We  need  to  keep  to  our  style  of  play 
and  not  to  our  opponents.  Hopefully 
we  will  make  the  final  four  and  be 
one  of  the  three  teams  going  to  the 
Mlonals  in  Victoria." 


Test  of  character 

Over  the  weekend,  the  Blues  will 
travel  to  our  nation's  capital  and 
play  their  last  two  regular  matches 
of  the  season.  U  of  T  will  face  the 
Ontario  University  Athletic  East's 
second  and  third  seeded  teams,  Ot- 
tawa (8-1-5)  and  Carleton  (9-2-3). 
"It's  going  to  be  a  tough  outing,  but 
it'll  show  us  what  going  to  the  play- 
offs is  all  about,"  McCharles  said. 

In  another  potential  post-season 
match  up,  the  Blues  tested  their 
character  Saturday  when  they 
hosted  division  leader  and  the 
Canadian  Interuniversity  Sport's 
fourth-ranked  team,  Qeens  (9-1-3). 
The  Blues  fought  hard  and  forced  a 
scoreless  draw,  as  goalkeeper  Mary- 
anne  Barnes  made  the  difference. 
Barnes  kept  the  Golden  Gael's  of- 
fence at  bay,  with  the  help  of  rookie 
defender  Danielle  Marquis.  Striker 
Lindsay  Lashley  paced  the  attack, 
but  couldn't  find  the  back  of  the  net 
for  the  Blues. 

"(^ens  is  the  top  team  in  OUA 
right  now  and  they  have  the  top 
scorer  (n  Eilish  McConville  with  15 
goalsj'  McCharles  said.  "The  sec  - 
ond  half  was  the  best  play  I've  seen. 
We  moved  the  ball  well.  I'm  really 
proud  of  the  girls." 

Too  little,  too  late 

Sunday's  game  against  the  Bya\ 
Military  College  (1-10-3)  proved  to 
be  much  more  of  a  challenge  for  the 
hosting  Blues.  This  is  RIC's  second 
year  competing  in  the  OUA,  and 
they  made  their  first  ever  regular 
season  game  against  the  Blues  one 
to  remember,  posting  their  first  win 
of  the  year. 


To  counter  RIC's  physical  ap  - 
proach,  U  of  T  looked  to  their  speed 
up  front  and  committed  to  a  posses- 
sion style  of  play.  The  Blues'  offen- 
sive spark  came,  but  it  was  too  little 
and  too  late  as  the  Paladins  defeated 
UofT2-l. 

RIC  opened  with  Calley  Gray's 
goal  in  the  18th  minute.  The  Blues  at- 
tempted to  equalize  in  highlight  reel 
fashion,  as  Blues  defender  Danielle 
Marquis  headed  a  corner  kick  at  the 
net.  Paladin  goalie  Fallon  Mclntyre 
was  up  to  the  challenge,  diving  to 
palm  the  ball  out  of  play  and  keep 
RIC's  1-0  lead  going  into  the  half. 

"That  save  really  helped  us  set 
the  tone,  and  keep  the  momentum," 
said  RIC  Coach  Chad  Beaulieu. 

The  Paladins  kept  up  the  intensity, 
attacking  immediately  after  the  half 
and  scoring  three  minutes  into  the 


second  with  a  shot  from  midfielder 
Emily  Bowen. 

Down  by  two,  the  Blues  didn't 
back  off  and  set-up  an  extremely 
high-pressured  attack.  Erica  Bas- 
so's goal  in  the  65th  minute  put  the 
Blues  back  in  the  game,  but  in  the 
end  it  was  all  they  could  muster. 

With  the  win,  RIC  made  their 
presence  felt. 

"We  made  a  few  errors  that  RIC 
capitalized  on,"  McCharles  said. 
"We  were  hoping  to  pick  up  those 
two  points." 

While  the  loss  was  a  stinger,  the 
Blues  don't  plan  on  letting  it  get 
them  down.  The  next  two  games  are 
critical,  especially  in  their  desire  to 
play  at  home  in  the  postseason.  "We 
are  in  the  playoffs,  McCharles  said. 
"But  the  next  two  games  will  let  us 
know  if  we'll  have  to  travel." 


Striker  Sheona  Morrison  keeps  her  eye  on  the  ball,  which  the  Blues  will  have  to  do 
facing  top  teams  Ottawa  and  Carleton  this  weekend. 
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Baseball  sweeps  into  post- 
season, but  gets  swept  up 
in  errors 


When  it  came  to  postseason  play, 
Baseball  (9-9)  was  on  the  outside 
looking  in.  With  one  week  of  league 
play  left,  the  Blues  had  to  sweep 
their  final  three  games  to  make  it. 
Lo  and  behold,  the  Blues  defeated 
Guelph  3-0  and  11-5  in  a  double- 
header  before  knocking  off  McMas- 
ter  8-1  to  finish  third  in  the  OUA  and 
streak  into  the  playoffs. 

In  the  semi-final  series  against 
Western  Ontario,  the  Blues  were 
pinned  for  a  10-0  loss  Friday.  The 
next  day,  U  of  T  showed  up  with 
more  than  enough  fight.  Western 
brought  out  their  ace  starter  pan 
Butkowski,  but  he  was  out-dueled  by 
Blues  starter  ike  Gallo  who  gave  up 
one  run  and  five  hits  while  striking 
out  11  Mustangs  in  8  23  innings. 

With  the  game  tied  at  one  in  the 
ninth,  the  Blues  made  three  errors, 
leading  to  three  unearned  Mustang 
runs,  costing  U  of  T  the  chance  to 
bring  the  series  to  a  third  and  decid- 
ing game. 

Western  faces  Brock  in  the  final 
this  weekend. 
— CHRISTOPHEPOIRIER 


Twice  as  nice, 
Cross-country  dominates 

While  the  weather  proved  formi- 
dable, the  opposing  teams  did  not, 
as  both  Men's  and  Women's  Cross- 
country came  through  with  titles 
Saturday. 

The  teams  travel  to  St.  Catherine's 
for  the  Brock  Invitational  this  Satur- 
day, their  final  tune-up  before  the 
OUA  championships  the  following 
week  in  Kigston. 

In  what  hopefully  will  be  a  pre- 
view of  the  championship  meet,  the 
Blues  were  there  this  weekend  for 
the  Qeen's  Invitational.  The  teams 
were  met  with  frigid  weather,  as  the 
mercury  lay  close  to  freezing  and 
the  wind  coupled  with  rain  to  sop 
up  the  running  lanes.  It  still  wasn't 
enough  to  throw  U  of  T  off  course, 
and  they  performed  admirably  in 
taking  first  place  overall. 

On  the  Women's  side,  Donna 
Vakalis  was  the  top  finisher  for 
the  Blues,  completing  the  five-kilo- 
metre run  at  19:00.6.  Four  runners 
were  in  the  top  20  for  U  of  T,  as  they 
finished  with  66  points.  Qsen's  fin- 
ished second  with  81. 

For    the    Men's  ten-kilometre. 
Spencer  Morrison  finished  fifth  at 
34:01.6,  edging  out  fellow  Blues 
Etienne  Bredin,  who  came  sixth  at 
34:05.1,  and  Ae  Campanelli,  who 
placed  seventh  at  34:07.6.  Six  Blues 
finished  in  the  top  twelve,  propel- 
ling them  to  victory.  U  of  T's  26 
points  narrowly  held  off  Qeen's  35. 
It  was  a  two-team  race,  though,  as 
McMaster  earned  bronze  with  116 
points. 
—CP 


Writers  Wanted. 


Write  for  SPORTS! 

Contact 

sports@thevarsity.ca 


Lonely  at  the  top, 
and  loving  it 

A  shoo-in  for  the  post-season.  Field 
Hockey  (10-0-2)  is  coming  off  a  tre- 
mendous run,  and  peaking  at  the  right 
time. 

The  playoffs  start  next  Friday,  with 
the  OUA  champion  being  crowned  that 
Sunday.  The  Blues  are  atop  the  stand- 
ings with  32  points,  but  Guelph  is  nip- 
ping at  their  heels  with  29.  Two  games 
remain  in  the  regular  season,  and  the 
Blues  will  face  those  Gryphons  (9-1-2) 
for  the  top  seed  Saturday,  before  taking 
on  (^en's  (6-3-2)  to  cap  their  season. 

U  of  T  defeated  iirk  1-0  yesterday, 
leaving  them  as  the  only  undefeated 
team  in  the  OUA.  At  a  rematch  of  last 
week's  game,  which  ended  in  a  2-2  tie, 
the  Blues  were  able  to  upend  their  ri- 
vals thanks  to  Callie  O'Hara's  eleventh 
goal  of  the  season. 

Over  the  weekend,  the  Blues  strung 
together  three  shutouts,  dominating 
Carieton  7-0,  Western  6-0  and  McGill 
9-0.  Amanda  Treacy  netted  a  hat  trick 
against  the  Gaiters,  bringing  her  sea- 
son goal  total  to  11,  tying  O'Hara  for 
second  in  the  league. 
—CP 
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Preparation  Seminars 


*  Complete  SO-Hour  Seminars 
i  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
>  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
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1  Simulated  Practice  Exams 
» Free  Repeat  Policy 
'  Personal  Tutoring  Available 
=  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 
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Sports  Rehab 


Do  You  Want  to  Worlc  Witti  Atliletes? 

Logan's  Deportment  of  Sports  &  Rehabilitation  is  designed  to  assist  students  in  the 
monogemeRt  of  injuries  &  assist  in  the  treatment  of  patients  in  a  ciinicoi  setting. 

Master's  Degree  in  Sports  Science  &  Rehabilitation 

►  Unique  Dual-Degree  M.S./D.C.  &  Independent  Graduate  Degree  Formats 

►  Develop  SkHls  in  the  Assessnfient,  Treatment,  Conditioning  &  injury 
Management  of  Athletes 

►  Work     Professional,  Collegiate  &  High  School  Sports  Teams 

►  Leam  from  Experts  in  Sports  Medicine  &  Sports  Chiropractic 

►  Treat  patients  in  the  state-of-the-art  BIOFREEZE®  Sports  &  Rehabilitation  Center 

if  you  are  looking  for  a  career  in  lieolthcare  offering  tremendous 
persona!  satisfaction,  professional  success  ond  an  income  commensurate 
with  your  position  as  c  Doctor  of  Chiroproctic,  contact  Logan  University  today! 
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Death  Of  A  President 

In  Theatres  October  27 
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DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


THE  WORLD'S  GREATEST  COMIC  STRIP!  By  Daniel  Kaell 


1  have  a  friend  who  got  an 
email  invitation  to  a  sex 
party!    someone  here  did  not 
receive  a  corresponding 
invitation. 


T-REX  AND 
THE  SEX 
PARTY 


SO  who  was  on  the  sex 
Party  invite  List? 


I  don't 
•'  know! 


\ 


Not  that  I  want  to  go  to  a  sex  party,  but  i 
had  no  idea  that  you  could  get  invited  to 
them  over  email,  and,  urn,  also,  that  they 
actually  existed! 

So  now,  whenever  you're 
home  reading  a  book  or 
whatever,  will  you  think 
"Man!    I  could  be  at  a 
SEX  PARTY  right  now!"? 


NOW  that  you've 
mentioned  it,  YES 
I  WILL. 


It  was  hidden,  so  as  to  keep  things 
discreet.    It's  kind  of  funny, 
because  who  knows  who  you'll  run 
into?   old  girlfriends?  Bosses? 
THE  POSTMAN?    There's  a  danger  in 
going  to  a  se^^ 
party. 

Good  -^jsi 

to  know. 
Good  to  know! 


ANYWAY!      T-REX  FORGETS 
ABOUT  THE  SEX  PARTY 
BECAUSE  HE  WOULDN'T  GO 
ANYWAY,    BECAUSE  HOW  DO  YOU 
ACT  AT  A 
SEX  PARTY? 
WHAT  ARE 
THE  CUSTOMS 
THERE,  THE 
MORES?  HE 
DOESN'T 
KNOW. 

What  if  I 
offended 
someone  sexy? 

THERE'S  THAT 

TOO  


ft)  HI 

c)  mw  m  W. 


o)  HELLO 

b)  NOT  MUCH 

c)  PtelTT  GOOD 


(C)  2006  Ry&n  North 
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HELP  WANTED 


ANIMAL  CARE  AHENDANT  WANTED 

For  part-time  position  at  animal  hospital 
near  U  of  T.  Fax  resume  attn:  Jill  (416) 
537-3128. 


FOR  SALE 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 

BEAUTIFUL  FEMALE  YORKIE 

AKC  registered,  very  thick  Black  and 
Golden  Color  with  excellent  black  points 


An^  (jo(A  ihS' 


The  Challenge:  Tell  us  how  today's 
teens  will  influence  the  financial 
services  industry  of  tomorrow!  RBC® 
will  bring  the  five-most  innovative 
teams  to  Toronto  to  present  their 
ideas  to  our  top  executives.  All  five 
teams  will  receive  a  cash  prize! 


70( 


W.COO 


For  full  details,  visit  www.nextgreatinnovator.com 


c 


REGISTER  YOUR  TEAM  NOW! 


3 


Eyes.  She  comes  with  health  guarantee, 
up  todate  shots  and  worming,  very  lovable 
&  socialized.  Vet.  checked  and  health 
certificate.  She  will  make  you  a  wonder- 
ful pet  and  companion.  51bs  grown.  For 
more  information  you  can  contact  me 
Via  darryonline09@yahoo.com 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 


10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  orsignup.  Just  dial  10-10-940 
before  your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on 
your  local  Bell  bill,  www.1010940.com 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 


TUTORING 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 


One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  special- 
izing in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  CHM  138, 
139, 247,  ECO  220,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  WITH  SOLUTIONS  AVAIL- 
ABLE FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)-785-8898. 


Advertise  in  the  My 

ads@thevarsity.ca 
.41^46-7604  . 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 
the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 
DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


FIRST   y  r  0  R 


Toniiito's  Largest  Selection  of 

Retail  Department: 

Sexy  costumes  from  Leg  Avenue,  Forploy,  Coquette  &  Playboy 
Officio!  Licensed  Superhero  costumes  including  Dorth  Voder,  Supemon,  Batman, 
Ghost  Rider  ond  V  for  Vendetta. 

Speciol  FX  makeup  and  prosthetics,  wigs,  masks  and  accessories. 
Rental  Department: 

Stage  quolity  theatrical  costumes  including  Authentic  Pirates, 
Baroque  Gowns  &  Suits,  Con-Can  Dresses,  Flappers,  Zoot  Suits, 
Knights,  70's  Disco,  plus  many  more! 

Rent  your  nstume  today  and  k^'m  It  vttfH  Hf 

**  Some  exceptions  apply 

14McCaulSt.  Toronto  415-598-2581 

Just  north  of  Queen,  2  blocks  west  of  University 
Shop  online  @  www.store.maiabar.ne 
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OH  MY  GOD, 
WE  GOT  KENNY! 

We  talk  to  the 
depraved  duo 
behind  TV's 
Kenny  vs. 
Spenny 


GuluWalkers 
take  to  the 
streets 


again 


Amy  Smithers 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


U  of  T  markedlndia's  Oiwa 
sticks.  The  celebration  is 


esiivai  in  the  Qreat  Hall  of  Hart  House,  Friday  with  a  dhol  baaje  dance  which  saw  students  learn  both  the  Garba  and  Raas,  dances  performed  with 
known  as  the  festival  of  lights  in  India  and  is  celebrated  over  four  days  by  ail  to  dispel  darkness  and  light  up  people's  lives 


No  cars  were  travelling  southbound 
on  Yonge  Street  this  Saturday,  as  over 
2,000  walkers  took  over  the  road  to 
hike  the  11  kilometres  from  L.awrence 
Park  to  Nathan  Phillips  Square. 

The  cause  was  an  event  called  Gulu- 
Walk,  the  second  annual  walk  to  raise 
awareness  of  the  plight  of  the  Acholi 
children  in  northern  Uganda.  The 
scope  of  the  walk  has  grown  immense- 
ly since  last  year. 

"This  is  the  closest  chance  for  peace 
in  the  20-year  history  of  this  conflict," 
said  co-founder  Adriein  Bradbury. 

The  walk  was  originally  started  as 
a  two-man  statement  in  July  2005.  by 
Bradbury  and  co-founder  Kieran  Hay- 
ward.  They  made  headlines  for  the 
cause  by  walking  12.5  kilometres  to 

SEE  'GULUWALK'-PG2 


// NATIONAL  NEWSj 


End  to  Vitch  hunt'  near 

Simon  Fraser  impeachment  showdown  comes  to  a  climax  on  Wednesday  at  concurrent  meetings 


Andre  Bovee-Begun 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Those  bored  by  the  somewhat  som- 
nolent state  of  student  politics  at  U 
of  T  should  take  a  look  at  a  pitched 
political  battle  that  has  polarized 
the  student  body  at  British  Colum- 
bia's Simon  Fraser  University  (SFU). 

The  conflict,  which  began  as  a 
purported  murky  conspiracy  and 
has  ballooned  into  a  mud-slinging 
debacle  of  finger-pointing  and  deni- 
al, will  reach  its  climax  this  Wednes- 
day in  two  simultaneous  student 
meetings,  each  of  which  declares 
the  other  illegitimate. 


At  issue  is  whether  or  not  to  im- 
peach seven  board  members  of 
the  Simon  Fraser  Student  Society 
(SPSS),  the  university's  student  gov- 
ernment, linked  to  a  controversial 
firing  this  summer.  The  so-called 
"G7"  includes  SPSS  president  Shawn 
Hunsdale,  and  four  other  top  execu- 
tive members  of  the  board. 

Students  for  a  Democratic  Univer- 
sity— named  after  a  student  advoca- 
cy group  at  SFU  from  the  late  60s — is 
the  force  behind  the  impeachment 
campaign.  Spokesperson  Bryan 
Jones  said  the  campaign  to  impeach 
the  board  members  was  prompted 
by  "fundamental  flaws  in  their  pro- 


cess, and  a  fundamental  disregard 
for  process  and  for  transparency" 
that  have  damaged  confidence  in 
SPU's  student  government  and  cost 
thousands  of  dollars  in  legal  fees. 

According  to  Hunsdale,  however, 
these  allegations  against  him  and 
the  other  board  members  were 
spread  "for  the  political  benefit  of 
those  making  them,  and  not  out  of 
genuine  concern  or  the  presence 
of  any  evidence  whatsoever  to  sup- 
port the  claims." 

The  dispute  began  on  July  26, 
when  members  of  the  G7  suddenly 
locked  seven  CUPE  staffers  out 
of  their  offices,  putting  them  on  a 


week's  paid  leave  while  investigat- 
ing them  for  unspecified  wrongdo- 
ing. The  staff's  computers  were  re- 
moved by  members  of  the  G7.  SDU 
fears  that  confidential  student  infor- 
mation on  these  computers  was  ac- 
cessed by  unauthorized  parties. 

One  of  the  staffers,  26-year  veter- 
an Hattie  Aitken,  was  called  in  after 
two  days  and  grilled  by  Hunsdale 
and  an  SPSS  lawyer,  then  fired.  What 
was  said  at  the  questioning  has  been 
kept  confidential,  as  has  the  reason 
for  the  firing.  However,  G7  members 
suggested  Aitken  (whom  they  iden- 

SEE  IMPEACHMENT' -  PG  2 


//THE  PLAYERS 


A  look  at  some  of  the  players 
in  the  Simon  Fraser  University 
impeachment  proceedings. 


Shawn  Hunsdale: 
embattled 
SPSS  president 
defends  against 
impeachment 
calls 


Titus  Gregory: 
fierce  SDU 
member  lost  to 
Hunsdale's  slate 
in  last  student 
elections 
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MAYORAL  DEBATE 

Monday  Ort.  23rd 
Youth  Issues 

Miller.  Pitfield  &  LeDrew  square  off  for  the  youth  vote 

m  the  Great  Hall  at  6:30PM. 
From  5:30-6:30  mix  and  mingle  with  other  Candidates. 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1:30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  Municipal  ekaions  are  undeway. 
What  are  your  issues?  How  can  you  take  part? 
Drop  in  for  coffee  &  cookies,  meet  new  people  and 
find  out  how  you  can  get  involved  on  campus. 


SIMINOVITCH 
GRAND  STAGE  DESIGN 

The  Siminovitch  Prize  is  the  largest  in 
Canadian  theatre. 
On  Wednesday,  October  25  at  7:00  p.m. 
in  the  Debates  Room  meet  the  award  recipient  and 
protege  of  Design  as  they  share  the/r  experiences 
and  insights  on  Grand  Design. 


SUNDAY  CONCERT 

Oct.  29th  at  3:00PM  in  the  Great  Hall.  Free! 
Pianist  Alexander  Tselyakov  accompanied  by 
gifted  Cellist  Shauna  Rolston  play 
unforgettable  Russian  classics. 


INTHE  jUSTINA  M. 
BARNICKE  GALLERY 

Pierre  Blanchette:Transcoding  Nature. 
Large  scale  abstract  paintings  explore  the  effects 
of  nature  on  its  surroundings,  using  vibrant  colours 
and  bold  shapes,  revealing  both  the  gigantic  and  the 
infinitesimal.  Runs  until  Nov.  1 6th. 


TRICK  OR  EAT 

You  aren't  too  old  to  dress  up  for  Halloween! 
Put  on  your  costume  and  go  'trick  or  treating' 
for  donations  to  the  UofT  food  bank. 
Oct.  3 1  St  (Halloween  Night)  @  5:00pm 
Register  online  at  wvm.mealexchange.com/ut 
or  at  the  Hall  Porters  Desk 


For  more  Hart  House 
events  visit 

www.harthousexa 

416.978.2452 


Saturday's  GuluWalk,  in  its  second  year,  drew  30,000  walkers  worldwide 


'GULUWALK'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

sleep  in  front  of  Toronto  City  Hall  every 
evening  for  31  days.  This  distance  sim- 
ulates the  commute  that  Ugandan  chil- 
dren must  make  every  morning  and 
night  to  town  centers  such  as  Gulu.  The 
Lord's  Resistance  Army,  a  paramilitary 
group  in  the  region,  abducts  children 
outside  of  these  protected  city  centers, 
for  use  as  soldiers  or  sex  slaves. 

The  first  public  walk  in  2005  boast- 
ed 15,000  walkers,  in  38  cities  and  8 
countries.  This  year  those  numbers 
doubled,  with  over  30,000  people  walk- 
ing in  82  cities  and  15  countries.  The 
final  amount  raised  in  Toronto  is  over 
$100,000,  and  over  $500,000  world- 
wide. This  number  is  expected  to  keep 
growing  as  more  people  become  aware 
of  the  cause  and  continue  to  donate. 
The  goal  is  to  hit  the  $1  million  mark  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

UTSC's  International  Development 
Studies  Student  Association  took  part 
in  the  walk  this  year,  as  well  as  MP  Oliv- 
ia Chow  and  Mayor  David  Miller.  Miller 
emphasized  his  pride  in  the  fact  that 
so  many  different  people  could  come 
together  for  the  cause. 

"I'm  an  Anglican,"  Miller  said,  "but 
you  can  go  into  a  mosque  and  the  over- 
all message  is  the  same:  it's  about  hu- 
manity." 


'IMPEACHMENT'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

tified  only  as  the  fired  employee) 
had  sabotaged  the  bidding  process 
for  the  school's  graduate  student 
health  plan,  to  favor  then-current 
provider  Gallivan  &  Associates  for 
renewal. 

The  G7  have  expressed  support 
for  the  health  plan  offered  by  the 
National  Student  Health  Network, 
run  by  the  Canadian  Federation  of 
Students  (CFS),  which  is  being  con- 
sidered along  with  Gallivan'  &  Asso- 
ciates' plan. 

Jones  alleged  that  Aitken  was  the 
victim  of  a  "witch  hunt"  to  justify  em- 


//THE  STAKES 


ployee  firings,  planned  beforehand 
by  the  board.  He  also  dismissed  the 
accusations  against  her  as  "ridicu- 
lous." Following  her  lawyer's  advice, 
Aitken  has  stayed  silent  on  the  is- 
sue, pending  arbitration. 

In  order  to  have  the  university's 
student  forum,  an  advisory  body, 
call  a  campus-wide  Special  General 
Meeting  to  hold  an  impeachment 
vote,  SDU  needed  a  petition  signed 
by  at  least  five  per  cent  of  the  stu- 
dent body.  On  Sept.  27,  after  nearly 
twice  that  number  signed  SDU's  pe- 
tition, the  student  forum  convened  a 
meeting  and  voted  to  hold  the  SGM 
on  Oct.  25,  this  'Wednesday.  For  the 


Undergraduate  students  are  good  business  for  ttie  insurance  companies 
underwriting  their  student  unions'  health  and  dental  plans.  The  chart  below  shows 
how  much  students  pay  in  yearly  premiums.  At  $200  each,  say,  SFU's  20,000 
undergraduates  would  net  insurers  $4  million  in  revenue  a  year 


Ryerson 
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McGill 


$100 


$200 


$300 


impeachment  vote  to  proceed,  the 
SGM  will  need  500  students  pres- 
ent. 

A  few  days  after  the  SGM  was 
called,  SFSS  announced  it  will  hold 
its  Annual  General  Meeting  on  the 
same  date  and  time  as  the  SGM.  SDU 
and  forum  members  have  called  this 
an  attempt  to  confuse  students  and 
ensure  that  the  SGM  does  not  get 
500  attendees.  SDU  volunteers  are 
working  to  channel  students  toward 
their  meeting,  while  SFSS  have  said 
that  the  SGM  would  have  no  legiti- 
mate authority. 

SFSS  board  members  say  that  the 
Sept.  27  student  forum  meeting  failed 
to  reach  its  quorum  of  16  members, 
and  at  any  rate  was  cancelled  in  ad- 
vance by  SFSS  member  Glyn  Lewis, 
one  of  the  G7,  to  save  catering  and 
staffing  costs.  If  the  Oct.  27  meeting 
was  invalid,  goes  the  reasoning,  so 
is  Wednesday's  SGM. 

However,  SDU  responds  that 
Lewis  did  not  have  the  authority  to 
cancel  the  meeting,  and  further  that 
16  forum  members  did  attend  the 
meeting,  and  only  15  were  needed 
anyway.  SDU  has  retained  a  lawyer 
and  is  preparing  for  a  legal  challenge 
by  the  G7  should  their  impeachment 
vote  pass.  However,  depending  on 
the  outcome  of  the  "battle  of  the 
meetings,"  SDU's  long-sought  im- 
peachment vote  may  be  over  before 
it  even  starts. 


the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


TRICK  OR  EAT! 

ATTENTION  ALL  GHOULS  AND  BOYS:  GRAB  YOUR  BEST  HALLOWEEN  COSTUME 
AND  JOIN  STUDENTS  AS  THEY  CANVASS  THE  NEIGHBOURHOOD  FOR  NON- 
PERISHABLE  FOOD  ITEMS  FOR  U  of  T's  FOODBANK! 

DATE :  Tuesday,  October  31,  2006 
TIME  :  5:00  pm  -  7:00  pm 
AFTER:  Come  back  to  Hart  House  for  some 
refreshments  to  congratulate  you  for  all  your  hard  work! 
SIGN  UP:  vmw.mealexchange.com/ut  or  at  the  Hart  House 

Porter's  Desk 
For  more  information  go  to:  www.trickoreat.ca 


THIS  EVENT  IS  BROUGHT  TO  YOU  BY: 

Hart  House  Social  Justice  Committee 
in  partnership  with  Meal  Exchange 
and  the  UofT  Bookstore 
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//VARSITY  INTERVIEW 


Bretscher 
says  bye 
to  SAC 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


U  of  T  has  carved  itself  into  Paul 
Bretscfier's  face.  Tfiough  only  23, 
wrinkles  are  beginning  to  form  around 
his  mouth. 

Perhaps  it's  from  having  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Arts  and  Science  Students 
Union  in  2004-05,  and  then  of  the  Stu- 
dents' Administrative  Council  (SAC) 
last  year. 

Or  maybe  it's  due  to  a  number  of 
family  tragedies  this  summer,  includ-, 
ing  the  disappearance  of  his  little 
cousin,  Robert  Barrington  Leigh — a 
U  of  T  math  prodigy  whose  body  was 
recovered  from  the  North  Saskatch- 
ewan River  after  a  nine-day  search. 
The  tragedy  caused  him  to  resign  as 
SAC's  vice-president  (VP)  external 
last  month. 

Or  maybe  it's  the  smoking  habit. 
Bretscher  puffed  two  cigarettes  over 
the  course  of  a  90-minute  interview  on 
Friday,  when  he  caught  up  with  The 
Varsity  to  speak  about  his  time  at  SAC 
and  share  some  insider's  insights  into 
campus  issues  and  the  post-second- 
ary education  system. 

How  did  SAC  run  a  "clean  ship"  last  year? 

When  I  came  in  in  2005,  all  SAC  had 
been  was  scandals.  So  when  [the  Prog- 
ress ticket]  decided  to  run  in  2005,  we 
tried  to  build  a  team  of  people  that 
had  similar  goals  and  sets  of  priorities 
they  wanted  to  accomplish. 

Frankly,  people  were  working  like 
hell  and  they  were  too  tired  to  fight 
about  the  little  things.  It  certainly 
helped,  sweeping  the  elections,  and 
it  was  certainly  helpful  to  know  where 
everyone  else  was. 

Was  it  a  concern  for  you  this  spring  when  so 
few  people  stepped  forward  to  run  for  SAC? 

I  found  it  surprising.  When  we  ran, 
there  were  five  tickets  against  us, 
the  highest  turn  out  in  almost  two 
decades.  I  assumed  that  was  going  to 
lead  more  people  wanting  to  run  and 
get  involved.  What  I  learned  was  that 
more  people  wanted  to  get  involved, 
but  fewer  people  wanted  to  run. 

Did  you  increase  pay  for  SAC  executives  last 
year,  as  critics  charge? 

Sure  we  did — there  was  a  pay  increase 


Bretscher  looks  to  the  future 

for  the  executive.  There  was  a  vote, 
and  all  of  the  executive  committee 
members  abstained.  We  set  the  rate 
of  pay  at  $25,000  a  year 

[Former  SAC  VP  Sam  Rahimi]  was 
saying  that  we  gave  ourselves  a  raise, 
which  we  didn't  do — the  board  did. 

What  are  the  prospects  for  a  St.  George 
campus  student  centre? 

The  way  we're  approaching  it  now — 
with  a  real  blueprint  that  can  be  put 
forward  to  students — I  think  the 
probability  of  it  being  successful  in- 
creases. In  January  we'll  have  a  pretty 
good  idea  of  what  things  are  going  to 
look  like.  That  should  be  able  to  lead 
toward  a  [levy]  referendum,  probably 
at  the  beginning  of  2007. 

What  else  should  the  administration  do? 

The  library  system  at  U  of  T — one  of 
the  best  in  North  America — is  statis- 
tically terrific,  but  there  isn't  enough 
space  for  people  to  study.  I  think  if 
U  of  T  had  the  resources  right  now 
they  would  make  Gerstein  Library  24 
hours  tomorrow.  That's  something 
that  I  would  hope  will  happen,  some- 
day soon. 


What  do  you  see  as  the  big  trends  in  post- 
secondary  education? 

Until  a  few  years  ago,  we  didn't  have 
MaRS  on  our  campus.  We're  seeing 
a  huge  effort  right  now  among  the 
big  research-intensive  institutions 
to  build  big  research  parks  to  fuse 
business  enterprise  with  the  acad- 
emy. I  think  we  get  some  real  ethical 
questions  here. 

And  the  move  towards  part-time 
instructors  scares  me.  U  of  T  is 
probably  the  best  in  the  country  at 
providing  full-time  lecturers,  who 
are  quality  staff  paid  a  good  salary, 
who  are  there  primarily  in  a  teach- 
ing role.  But  throughout  the  system 
we're  starting  to  see  people  who 
teach  a  whole  course  for  $6,000. 
That's  education  on  the  cheap,  and 
it's  starting  to  destroy  the  system. 

What's  the  best  thing  about  being  a 
student  again? 

Two  favourite  things.  The  Blackber- 
ry doesn't  go  off  anymore,  number 
one,  and  number  two,  I  get  to  cook 
for  myself  again.  It's  so  nice  to  take 
an  hour  to  cook  for  yourself. 
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Preparation  Seminars 


Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 
1  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
s  Simulated  Practice  Exams 
'  Free  Repeat  Policy 
Personal  Tutoring  Available 
Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

www,oxfordseminars.com 


Thai  Boxing  Acadenp 


•  Aduit  and  Kids  Classes 

•  Personal  Training 
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Think  Light 
Cigarettes 
Are  Healthier? 


LeaveThePackBehind.org 

Visit  us  at  Koffler  Centre,  2nd  Floor  #214 
Email  us  at:  ltpb.smokefree@utoronto.ca 


YEAR  OF   LANGUAGES   2006    -  2007 

Faculty  oj  Arts  and  Science  Speaker  Series 

UNIVERSITY    OF  TORONTO 


Tomson  Highway 

On  Crce  Compared  to  Two  European 
Languages:  English  and  French 


Thursday,  October  26, 2006  •  7  p.m. 
George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  1 5  Devonshire  Place 

j     Free  Admission  •  General  Seating  •  Call  4 1 6-946-7950  or 
I  visit  wvm.artsci.utoronto.ca/languages  for  more  information. 
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at  the  University  of  Toronto. 


Wofii  ^tAcfc  you  study. 

Jf  yoiife  0$AP  eCi^iGCe  tdetc  arc  woffi-stady 
fiosiiioHs  avaiCaO^e  in: 


'CoaeAmg  'We6  Design 

'Spotis  AdfHMstfatioH  'Cfeativity 


-AdmiHisteatiOH 


'PAotogeaftAy 


Naad  cxtm  eas^? 


'Video^fapAee 


JhfofHiaiioh  avaiCaG6e  at 

www.ac-fpeh.com/leadership 


FmaC  deadCihc  for 
appCicaiioH  OctoGer  27, 2006. 


Win  one  of  four  creepy, 
yet  decorative  prize  packs  from- 

Answer  the  following  question 
for  your  chance  to  get  a  ghoulish 
Hallowe'en  prize! 

Email  your  answer  to  the 
following  question  to 
events@thevarsity.ca! 

Q;  What  year  was  the  first  issue 
of  The  k'ars/iy published?  (Hint: 
check  the  front  page.) 

The  third  correct  response  wins  a 
spoooky  prize!  ^ 
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Freeing  the  hidden  victims 

Afghan  women  have  everything  to  gain  from  liberation 


Afghan  women  now  enjoy  liberties  unthinkable  under  Taliban  rule,  such  as  the  right  to 
vote  in  free  elections. 


Jordan  Markowski 


You  might  not  realize  it,  but  there  ex- 
ists a  tragic  story  seldom  heard  in  the 
ongoing  debate  concerning  Canada's 
military  role  in  Afghanistan.  The  echo 
of  this  tragedy,  to  which  we  Canadians 
seem  so  blissfully  oblivious,  originates 
in  the  heart  of  that  war-torn  country, 
as  the  collective  voice  of  an  oppressed 
population. 

This  echo  calls  to  the  rest  of  the 
world  for  salvation,  but  sadly,  by  the 
time  it  has  made  its  way  westward 
across  the  tumultuous  airspace  of 
Iran,  Iraq,  and  Lebanon,  its  voice  is 
lost  in  the  dissonance  of  these  suppos- 
edly more  important  conflicts.  Even 
across  the  Atlantic,  its  plight  does  not 
improve,  for  here  on  the  shores  of  the 


"free"  western  world,  its  subdued  whis- 
per is  all  but  lost  amidst  the  unending 
rabble  of  celebrity  love-triangles  and 
30-second  commercials  that  compete 
for  our  attention,  and  win. 

This  echo,  which  we  hear  so  little  of 
and  seem  to  care  so  little  about,  is  the 
untold  story  of  the  Afghan  woman. 

Prior  to  the  cessation  of  Taliban  con- 
trol over  Afghanistan  as  a  result  of  the 
American  campaign  in  2001,  women 
there  suffered  under  horrific  and  mi- 
sogynistic  tyranny  redolent  of  a  Mar- 
garet Atwood  novel.  The  nature  of  this 
sickening  abuse  extended  far  beyond  a 
lack  of  suffrage  or  equal  rights. 

Under  the  Taliban,  women  were 
forbidden  to  leave  their  homes  unless 
accompanied  by  a  close  male  relative. 
They  also  were  not  allowed  to  be  em- 
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ployed,  pursue  an  education,  be  heard 
by  strangers  outside  their  home,  or 
expose  any  portion  of  their  skin  in  pub- 

lic. 

Failure  to  adhere  to  any  one  of  these 
laws,  or  the  dozens  of  others  that 
turned  women  into  docile  chattels, 
was  frequently  punishable  by  brutal 
torture,  public  humiliation,  or  violent 
execution.  In  particular,  public  stoning 
was  a  popular  form  of  capital  punish- 
ment for  female  offenders,  as  it  embod- 
ied the  Taliban's  notion  of  punishment 
as  a  public  event. 

The  years  following  the  breakdovm 
of  the  Taliban  and  the  creation  of  a 
new  democratic  government  have  seen 
drastic  advancements  in  the  struggle 
for  freedom  and  equality  for  women  in 
Afghanistan.  However,  aspects  of  the 
former  hatred  towards  women  still  ex- 
ist in  large  parts  of  the  country  where 
tradition  dies  hard — particularly  those 
remote  areas  still  partially  under  the  in- 
fluence of  Taliban  insurgents.  It  is  these 
dwindling  strongholds  of  Talibem  fight- 
ers that  NATO  contingents,  now  largely 
made  up  of  Canadian  soldiers,  have 
been  seeking  to  eradicate  in  the  past 
few  months. 

In  these  predominantly  rural  regions 
of  the  country,  women  are  still  suffering 
under  years  of  mental  conditioning  that 
have  forced  them  to  accept  the  notion 
that  they  are  little  more  than  animals 
owned  by  the  men  in  their  lives.  If  ever 
there  was  a  cause  worthy  of  Canada's 
resources  and  military,  surely  disman- 
tling this  misguided  notion  and  freeing 
these  women  from  such  slavery  tops 
the  list. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  NATO  forces 
in  Afghanistan  fight  with  this  intention 
as  their  sole  motivation.  Yet  every  time 
Canadian  men  and  women  break  a  Tal- 
iban stronghold  and  liberate  a  previ- 
ously oppressed  region  of  the  country, 
they  score  a  victory  in  the  battle  for  the 
freedom  of  women  in  Afghanistan.  To 
prevent  these  brave  soldiers  from  com- 
pleting this  mission  would  leave  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  innocent  women 
at  the  mercy  of  their  tormentors. 

The  Taliban  was  not,  and  is  not,  beat- 
en. Although  much  of  the  country  now 
lies  under  the  control  of  its  new  govern- 
ment and  the  coalition  forces,  there  is  a 
considerable  amount  of  ground  left  for 
NATO  to  cover 

As  long  as  areas  exist  where  women 
are  prisoners  in  a  hellish  nightmare 
of  servitude  and  misery,  leaving  Af- 
ghanistan should  not  be  an  option  for 
our  military.  To  do  so  would  be  a  dis- 
grace to  our  country,  a  disgrace  to  the 
soldiers  who  have  already  died,  and  a 
disgrace  to  every  Canadian  who  claims 
to  believe  in  Canada's  obligation  to  stop 
human  rights  abuses  wherever  they 
may  occur. 


Much  ado  about  Zanta 


Afshan  Mal^liani 


On  September  11  of  this  year,  1  re- 
ceived an  urgent  instant  message 
that  read,  "Something  terrible  hap- 
pened." 

My  mind  raced  through  all  the 
horrible  possibilities.  Had  Osama 
bin  Laden  struck  again?  Had  there 
been  another  earthquake? 

The  tragedy  instead  turned  out 
to  be  much  more  trivial:  Zanta  had 
been  arrested.  Again. 

"September  11  just  got  worse,"  I 
was  told,  as  1  watched  the  video  of 
Zanta,  having  allegedly  run  amok 
on  the  TTC,  being  escorted  away  in 
handcuffs  by  two  burly  members  of 
Toronto's  finest. 

Zanta  is  well-known  throughout 
Toronto  as  the  shirtless,  Santa  hat- 
wearing  eccentric  with  the  phy- 
sique of  an  amateur  body-builder. 
He  often  flexes  his  muscles  or  does 
push-ups  for  passersby  while  shout- 
ing, "Yes  yes  yes!" 
Zanta's  real  name  is  David  Zancai. 
He  is  a  former  construction  worker 
who  fell  approximately  twenty-five 
feet  and  ended  up  in  a  coma  for 
more  than  two  weeks.  Now  he  has 
recovered  enough  to  do  hundreds 
of  pushups  every  day  and  wander 
about  the  city,  day  after  day,  rain  or 
shine. 

Zancai  created  his  alter-ego, 
Zanta — a  combination  of  "Santa" 
and  his  last  name — when  he  re- 
fused to  remove  his  Santa  hat  in 
court.  He  claimed  to  have  worn  the 
hat  to  amuse  his  daughter  during  a 
custody  dispute.  Zanta's  shirtless 
clowning  has  inspired  two  docu- 
mentaries, a  website,  and  a  growing 
collection  of  videos  on  YouTube. 

Despite  this  rather  harmless 
portrait,  there  are  those  who  feel 
that  Zanta  has  gone  from  being  the 
city's  unofficial  jester  to  a  major 
public  nuisance.  Earlier  this  year, 
Zanta  was  banned  from  sections  of 
downtown  Toronto  after  an  alterca- 
tion with  Chum  City  building  staff 
who  were  sick  of  him  getting  into 
the  background  of  their  cityscape 
shots.  A  judge  sided  with  the  broad- 
casters and  Zanta  was  prohibited 
from  appearing  in  the  downtown 
core.  He  has  also  been  barred  from 
two  major  city  squares  because  of 
his  bizarre  behavior,  and  most  re- 
cently the  TTC  prohibited  him  from 
riding  any  of  their  vehicles. 

Heated  debates  have  arisen  on 
message  boards  as  to  what  to  do 
about  Zanta.  As  a  Torontonian,  I 
believe  that  Zanta  is  a  harmless, 
unique  character  who  brings  hu- 
mour into  our  mundane  lives.  Every 
great  city  has  its  famous  eccentric, 
from  Emperor  Norton  in  San  Fran- 
cisco to  the  Naked  Cowboy  of  New 
York  City.  Attracting  one  of  these 


colourful  characters  is  as  big  a 
milestone  in  a  city's  development 
as  the  construction  of  a  landmark 
building. 

Putting  aside  all  the  attention  sur- 
rounding Zanta,  this  city  has  bigger 
issues  to  deal  with.  The  increase  in 
gang  violence,  TTC  labour  unrest, 
the  future  of  the  Gardiner  Express- 
way, and  the  growing  homeless 
population  all  put  the  "problem"  of 
Zanta  into  perspective. 

Frankly,  Zanta  isn't  even  the 
worst  eccentric  I  regularly  encoun- 
ter in  the  city.  Between  the  aggres- 
sive panhandlers  On  King  Street 
and  the  six-foot-eight  meth  addict 
on  Church  Street,  who  picks  fights 
with  local  merchants  over  their 
"discriminatory"  customer-only 
bathroom  policies  and  hugs  tourists 
until  they  agree  to  give  him  change, 
I  can  think  of  much  more  effective 
uses  of  police  manpower. 

When  the  rest  of  the  city's  press- 
ing problems  are  dealt  with,  then 
we  can  turn  our  collective  attention 
to  Zanta.  Until  then,  I  say  we  focus 
on  the  much  larger  issues  at  hand. 


HO-HO-HOLD  IT  RIGHT  THERE,  MISTER: 
Local  amusement  Zanta  remains 
banished  from  the  downtown  core. 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE 


r he  Varsity's  Otiawa  ^\ 
correspondent  LISA  ANTHONY  " 
evaluates  the  Clean  Air  Act 
and  picks  up  the  reaction  on 
Parliament  Hill  to  the  Conservative 
green  plan. 

Go  to  www.thevarsity.ca  for  this 
insider  view  on  governmental 
machinations,  and  give  us  a  piece 
of  your  mind  on  the  message 
board  while  you're  at  it. 
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KENNY  m  SPENNY'S  IMINORAL  COMBAT 


Toronto's  own  enfants  te/r*fes  of  television  say  their  third  season  will  go  further  than  ever 


Sarah  Barmak 

VARSITY  STAFF 


It  goes  without  saying  that  when 
you're  interviewing  a  couple  of  grown 
men  who  lick  bird  poo  and  exploit  the 
developmentally  delayed  for  cheap 
laughs,  it  pays  to  be  a  little  wary. 

If  either  Kenny  or  Spenny  had  set 
fire  to  the  table  we  were  seated  at 
and  run  out  into  the  street  naked,  1 
wouldn't  have  been  shocked. 

What  I  didn't  expect  was  Kenneth 
Hotz  and  Spencer  Rice  being  thought- 
ful— nay,  philosophical. 

"If  you  deconstruct  our  show,  our 
show's  really  a  microcosm  of  society 
and  the  world,"  spits  Kenny,  the  manic 
spokesman  for  the  duo.  "We  had  one 
show  called  'Who  Can  be  Homeless 
the  Longest?'  Our  show  is  not  like 
[MTV's]  Jackass.  It's  kind  of  like  South 
Park.  People  think  South  Park's  some 
shitty  cartoon,  but  it's  a  very  moralis- 
tic show  that  deals  with  major  cultural 
and  social  issues." 

The  two  childhood  friends-turned- 
bitter  rivals  are  playing  up  a  more  se- 
rious angle  as  they  kick  off  the  third 
season  of  their  hit  show  Kenny  vs. 
Spenny,  which  began  last  week  on 
Showcase.  They  have  always  styled 
themselves  as  a  latter-day  Laurel  and 
Hardy  on  the  show,  which,  for  the  un- 
initiated, pits  one  pal  against  the  other 
in  absurd  and  sometimes  grotesque 
competitions,  like  who  can  stay  awake 
the  longest,  who  can  make  kids  like 
them  better,  or  who  can  survive  in  the 
woods  the  longest  (for  the  first  con- 
test, the  boys  didn't  sleep  for  a  week). 
As  I  chat  with  them  over  cappuccinos 
on  King  West  as  they  prep  for  a  stint 
on  CBC's  The  Hour,  their  banter  chan- 
nels all  the  great  spats:  Machiavelli 
and  Rousseau,  Darwin  and  intelligent 
design,  Neitzsche  and  Jesus. 

Hotz  and  Rice,  who  boast  total 
creative  control  over  the  show,  are 
exhausted,  but  wired.  They've  done 
"thirty  thousand"  interviews  in  the 
past  week  (not  to  mention  a  visit  to  U 
of  T's  own  Innis  Town  Hall  last  Tues- 
day night  for  CINSSU's  preview  of  the 
third  season)  and  face  more  after 
this  one.  The  questions  asked  over 
and  over  are:  have  they  gone  too  far, 
shocked  too  often?  And:  is  it  possible 
to  go  even  further? 

"Last  year  I  gave  Spenny  HIV.  This 
year  I  have  to  top  that,"  says  Hotz.  He's 
not  being  literal — he  only  tricked  his 
friend  into  thinking  he  had  HIV  so  as 
to  distract  him  from  a  competition. 
Yup,  only  that.  But  for  Hotz,  this  is 
what  people  want.  Right? 

"That's  our  audience.  They  just 
want  to  see  us  destroy  ourselves,"  he 
explains.  "Spenny's  got  that  religious 
fundamental  type  of  attitude  that  I 
love  to  crush  and  that  everyone  wants 
to  see  crushed." 

Rice,  who  is  Jewish,  does  some- 
times show  a  touch  of  the  Christian 
ideal  that  he  must  endure  suffering  to 
acheive  truth.  He  loses  the  competi- 
tions most  of  the  time,  mostly  because 
Hotz  finds  a  way  to  bend  the  rules, 
even  if  he  doesn't  outright  cheat.  (For 
'Who  Can  Go  the  Longest  Without  Us- 
ing Their  Arms,'  Hotz  strapped  a  midg- 
et to  his  body,  who  proceeded  to  prod 
the  armless  Rice  with  a  broomstick.) 
Rice  always  insists  that  the  rules  must 
be  upheld,  playing  superego  to  Hotz's 
id.  Sometimes  Rice  even  wins. 

Rice  gets  visibly  upset  at  Hotz — and 
me,  because  1  seem  to  be  a  Kenny  fan. 
He  insists  he  has  his  own  fans,  and 


Kenny  Hotz  (left)  and  Spencer  Rice  challenge  you  to  watch  their  third  season  of  immature  mayhem,  airing  on  Showcase  Television 
every  Thursday  at  9:30  p.m. 


that  Hotz's  fans  are  complicit  in  his 
evil. 

"His  people,  the  blogging,  you  know, 
cowardly,  faceless,  nameless,  internet 
set. . ."  Rice  trails  off.  "But  I  don't  give  a 
fuck  about  them.  I  never  have." 

Hotz  seems  to  be  enjoying  the  me- 
dia parade  a  little  more,  his  pulse  and 


1  think  that  Spenny's 
got  that  religious 
fundamental  type  of 
attitude  that  I  love 
to  crush  and  that 
everyone  wants  to  see 
crushed' 


speech  going  just  a  little  faster.  After 
all,  having  total  control  over  the  show 
means  the  press  as  well. 

"We  can't  fuck  it  up,"  barks  Hotz. 
"This  show  is  our  lives.  1  want  to  be 
mega  fucking  rich.  I'm  not  going  to 
kowtow  to  anything,  any  broadcaster. 
It's  our  show,  nobody  else  says  shit 
about  it." 

At  6  p.m..  Rice  will  go  to  a  different 
interview — with  his  therapist.  In  his 
sessions,  his  relationship  with  Hotz 
is  usually  a  talking  point.  If  Hotz  is 
the  excitable,  media-sawy  half,  con- 
stantly selling  the  show  as  "cinema- 


verite  documentary"  or  as  "the  first 
character-driven  reality  show,"  Rice  is 
the  reflective,  neurotic,  paranoid  half 
left  over. 

In  one  episode.  Rice  refused  to  talk 
to  an  attractive  female  fan  because  he 
was  convinced  Hotz  had  hired  her. 
(Hotz  denies  having  ever  met  her. 
Whoops.)  In  another.  Rice  finally  de- 
clares he  hates  the  show. 

"I  hate  doingthe  show,"  he  says.  "You 
know  the  old  saying,  I  hate  writing,  but 
ah,  to  have  written?  That's  what  it  feels 
like.  When  it's  over  and  I'm  not  doing  it 
and  people  are  kind  of  glad  I  did  it  and 
I'm  cashing  cheques. . ." 

It's  not  easy  to  do  a  physically  and 
mentally  demanding  show  that  does 
biting  social  satire,  something  their 
friends  over  at  South  Park  know  too 
well.  The  two  shows  have  a  lot  in 
common,  and  it's  no  secret  that  their 
creators  have  a  sort  of  cross-border 
mutual  admiration  thing  going. 

But  when  1  ask  Hotz  about  the  status 
of  a  rumoured  collaboration  between 
them.  Trey  Parker,  and  Matt  Stone,  he 
goes  uncharacteristically  silent,  citing 
the  uncertainty  of  the  TV  biz. 

"It's  sad;  I'd  like  to  blow  your  mind 
and  piss  off  Rick  Mercer  and  Corner 
Gas."  So  much  for  Canadian  pride! 

So  are  Kenny  and  Spenny  actually 
friends?  And  will  they  stay  friends? 

"Yeah,  I  think  moreso  after  the 
show,"  says  Rice.  "I've  known  this 
idiot  fuckin'  forever,  our  fathers  were 
friends.  It's  like  family,  you  can't  really 
do  anything." 

"I'm  like  herpes:  I've  always  man- 
aged to  come  back  and  annoy  him," 


says  Hotz.  He  also  says  that  they're 
brothers  and  that  they  love  each  oth- 
er Above  all,  Hotz  emphasizes  that 
while  they  may  ham  it  up  for  the  cam- 
era, this  is  simply  who  they  are — a 
couple  of  immature  guys  whose  en- 
grossing dysfunctions  complement 
one  another.  "It's  totally  fuckin'  real," 
shoots  Hotz.  "For  me,  it's  Sun  Tzu,  it's 
The  Art  of  War — destroy  your  enemy 
from  within." 

"He's  never  even  read  it.  Did  you 
read  the  book?"  Rice  rolls  his  eyes. 

"No.  I  played  it  on  Xbox,"  Hotz 
shrugs. 

"There  you  go." 


//FRIENDS  FACE  OFF... 


...on  global  warming 
Kenny: 

"We're  fucked" 
Spenny: 

There  is  hope 

...on  why  Spenny  sees  a  therapist 
Spenny: 

"I  like  therapy.  It's  not  because  I  have 
outstanding  issues." 

Kenny: 

"Issues,  he's  crazy! 
..on  the  internet 
Kenny: 

Has  a  blog  (kennyhotz.spaces.live.com) 
Spenny: 

Has  an  unlisted  phone  number 


ROGERS 

Your  World  Right  Now 


Top  10  ^ 

RealTrax^"  ring  tunes 

Week  of  October  16 

1.  Chain  Hang  Low  (Kids) 

-  Jibbs 

2.  I  Know  You  See  It  (A  Cappelfa) 

-  Yung  Joe 

3.  Lips  of  an  Angel 

-  Hinder 

4.  London  Bridge  (Chorus) 

-  Fergie 

5.  Money  In  The  Bank 

-  Ur  SoBppy 

6.  Money  Maker  (Pharrell  Chorus) 

■  Ludacris  (fesT  Pharrell) 

7.  Ring  the  Alarm 

■  Kcshia  Chante 

8.  Say  Goodbye 

-  Ashlee  Simpson 

9.  Sexy  Back 

-  Justin  rmberl3ke 

10.  Shoulder  Lean  (feat.  T.L) 

-  Young  Dro 

Text  "PLAY"  to  4800  cm  your  Rogers  wireless 
phone  to  download  your  favourite  ring  tunes  today. 

Enter  to  WIN  a  trip  to  the  2006 

Billboanr  Music  Awards  in  Las  Vegas! 
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//A&E  ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE 


fisit  www.thevarsity.ca  for  film 
reviews  of: 

•  FLAGS  OF  OUR  FATHERS-  Clint 
Eastwood's  snapshot  of  WWII  flies  at 
half  mast. 

•  AMERICAN  HARDCORE-  OIY  doc 

on  the  birth  of  hardcore  punk  totally 
rocks. 


HELP  WANTED: 

Self-motivated  students  to  help  advertise  researcti  & 
writing  service.  Hourly  wage  plus  good  commission; 
work  on  your  own  time.  Details  call  1-888-345-8295. 


MIS€ELLANEOUi 


LEARN  CHINESE  /  ENGUSH  /  SPANISH  /  GERMAN  / 
FRENCH 

Job  in  China  is  available  for  our  students.  Professional 
teachers,  flexible  time,  reasonable  fee,  small  class  and 
individual  class  are  available.  Phone:  416-455-8890; 
Email:  chinesel217@hotmail.com 


ANNOUNCEMENTt; 


YOU'RE  INVITED  TO  THE  INTERNATIONAL  HEALTH 
POSTER  DAY: 

Wednesday  November  1,  2006,  Stone  Lobby  MSB. 
Presentations  from  12  noon  to  2  pm,  Posters  displayed 
from  9  am  to  4pm 


FOR  SALE 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College  &  St.  George, 
18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822.  Around  Again  Records. 

BEAUTIFUL  FEMALE  YORKIE 

AKCregistered.verythickBlackandGoldenColorwith 
excellent  black  points  Eyes.  She  comes  with  health 
guarantee,  up  todate  shotsand  worming,  very  lovable 
&  socialized.  Vet.  checked  and  health  certificate.  She 
will  make  you  a  wonderful  pet  and  companion.  SIbs 


grown.  For  more  information  you  can  contact  me 
Via  darryonline09@yahoo.com 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark  guaranteed. 
Also  resumes  and  grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league 
admittance  applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  or  signup.  Just  dial  10-10-940  before 
your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on  your  local  Bell 
bill,  www.1010940.com 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with  all  subjects. 
Specializing  also  in  resumes,  applications,  and 
appeals.  Call  416-960-9042.  Email:  customessay@ 
bellnet.ca.  Online:  customessay.com 

ENGLISH/ESSAY  HELP! 

Flexible  hours.  Reasonable  rates.  Certified  teacher 
Near  U  of  T.  416-568-1646. 


OME  AND  VISIT  THE 


mmmn  me^ 


TUTORING 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN  One  on  one 
TUTORING  and  ESSAY  EDITING.  FREE  textbook 
and  rental  listing  services.  416-855-9651,  416-990- 
7506;  tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing  in  MATH 
135,  136,  235,  CHM  138,  139,  247,  ECO  220,  PHYS 
110.  PAST  TESTS  AND  EXAMS  WITH  SOLUTIONS 
AVAILABLE  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)-785-8898. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate: 
$10.00  for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21 
characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No 
copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email.  DEADLINES:  For  Monday 
or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


Shopping 

Concourse 

(south  west  corner  of  University  &  College) 


Food  Court  •  Shops  •  Services 


Open  until  6  pm  Monday  to  Friday 


science@thevarsity.ca 


//SCIENCE  IN  BRIEF 


Not  just  a  crack  in  the  wall 

Ancient  Egyptian  tomb  builders  weren't 
just  brilliant  cu-chitects — they  were  ge- 
ologists with  a  strategy  in  mind.  Today, 
a  42-year-old  method  of  tracking  down 
water  in  the  desert  has  revealed  a  way  to 
find  and  protect  these  conceiled  burial 
sites.  Fracture  traces  in  the  ground 
are  an  indication  of  near-vertical  rock 
fractures  underneath,  often  suggesting 
a  potential  water  source  as  rainwater 
seeps  into  the  rock  fractures  and  can  be 
harvested  in  wells.  The  number  of  tombs 
built  under  fracture  traces  suggests  that 
tomb  builders  knew  these  areas  were 
easier  to  dig  into,  and  established  tombs 
around  these  areas.  However,  they  didn't 
account  for  the  water  damage  that  now 
threatens  to  destroy  the  tombs.  Geolo- 
gists are  considering  the  use  of  fracture 
traces  in  locating  undiscovered  tombs 
and  protecting  them  from  irreparable 
damage. 

Source:  Penn  State  news  service 
— SANDY HUEN 


Now  you  see  it. 


Scientists  have  created  a  functional  "in- 
visibility cloak"  only  months  after  report- 
ing that  invisibility  devices  are  possible. 
The  small  device,  dubbed  "metamate- 
rial,"  consists  of  fibreglass  and  copper 
bands  arranged  in  a  circle.  It  works  by 
bending  microwaves  around  a  protected 
zone  at  its  centre.  It  then  reorients  the 
rays  so  that  they  return  to  their  original 
paths,  thereby  appearing  to  have  passed 
through  the  device,  and  whatever  is  in 
the  protected  zone.  As  such,  a  micro- 
wave detector  placed  downstream  can- 
not sense  the  presence  of  the  device,  and 
the  shadow  of  the  object  in  the  protected 
area  is  greatly  reduced. 
Though  invisibility  sounds  great,  don't 
expect  to  own  a  magical  cape  any  time 
soon — microwaves  encompass  a  very 
small  range  on  the  spectrum  of  frequen- 
cies possible  on  earth.  Cloaking  at  vis- 
ible-light frequencies  is  not  yet  feasible. 
Source:  Science 
— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 

Speaking  of  colour 

No  matter  what  your  language,  research- 
ers at  Ohio  State  University  have  discov- 
ered that  people  around  the  world  tend 
to  classify  colours  into  eight  catego- 
ries: red,  green,  yellow-or-orange,  blue, 
purples,  brown,  pink  and  'grue'  (green- 
or-blue).  The  team  used  data  from  the 
World  Colour  Survey,  a  collection  of 
colour  names  supplied  by  2,616  people 
for  320  different  colours  (encompassing 
around  110  cultures).  Although  many  of 
the  more  traditional  societies  had  fewer 
colour  names,  many  terms  seemed  to 
correspond  to  colours  which  English- 
speaking  cultures  also  discriminate.  The 
researchers  observed  that  many  of  these 
simple  terms  are  combinations  of  close 
colour  categories  like  green-or-blue  and 
yellow-or-orange.  Colour  boundaries 
that  define  a  category  seemed  to  vary  be- 
tween different  cultures,  but  researchers 
found  a  "rock  solid  boundary"  across  all 
cultures  for  what  English  speakers  might 
refer  to  as  "warm"  and  "cool"  colours. 
Source:  Ohio  State  University  research 
news  service 
— ABIGAIL  SLINGER 
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Getting  meds  around  the  globe 


Sabeen  Abbas 


"It's  not  about  gestures.  It's  not  about 
feeling  good.  It's  not  about  charities. 
It's  about  a  clear  focus.  It's  about  de- 
manding human  rights,"  emphasized 
James  Orbinski,  associate  professor 
of  medicine  at  U  of  T,  and  a  vocal  ad- 
vocate for  universal  access  to  medi- 
cine. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  Universal  Dec- 
laration of  Human  Rights,  a  document 
adopted  50  years  ago  by  the  United 
Nations,  access  to  medical  care  is  con- 
sidered a  basic  human  right.  Despite 
these  lofty  words,  80  per  cent  of  the 
35  million  people  who  die  annually 
of  chronic  diseases  like  diabetes,  hy- 
pertension, and  epilepsy,  die  because 
they  lack  access  to  drugs. 

Academics,  scientists,  doctors, 
lawyers,  and  students  gathered  at  the 
Munk  Centre  for  International  Studies 
on  October  18  for  a  day-long  confer- 
ence addressing  the  issues  of  access 
to  medicine  and  corporate  social  re- 
sponsibility. 

According  to  Thomas  Pogge,  the 
keynote  speaker  and  a  political  sci- 
entist at  Columbia  University,  the 
world's  rich  have  a  responsibility  to 
its  poor. 

Pogge  opened  the  conference  with 
two  questions.  First,  what  would  you 
be  willing  to  spend  to  save  the  life  of 
a  stranger?  Secondly,  what  would  you 
charge  to  kill  a  stranger?  The  first  is 
an  example  of  a  positive  duty,  that  to 
help  others  in  need.  The  second  ques- 
tion reflects  a  negative  duty,  the  re- 
sponsibility not  to  harm  others  when 
choosing  not  participate  in  an  action. 

Pogge  proposed  that  drug  compa- 
nies should  have  the  option  of  vol- 
untarily registering  new  drugs  and 
drug-related  processes  under  a  type 
of  patent  that  would  result  in  the  dis- 
covery becoming  public  knowledge. 
Generic  drug  companies  would  then 


Jllllan  Clare  Cohen,  assistant  professor  at  U  of  T's  faculty  of  pharmacy  organized  the  day-long  conference  to  generate  a  constructive 
debate  on  international  health. 


be  able  to  produce  the  same  drugs  at 
a  lower  price,  often  because  they  do 
not  have  to  invest  money  in  research 
and  development,  nor  prove  the  safe- 
ty of  the  product. 

The  cost  of  producing  a  brand- 
name  drug  is  a  staggering  $800  mil- 
lion, almost  75  per  cent  of  which  is 
attributable  to  marketing  costs.  If 
corporations  hinder  access  to  medi- 
cine by  preventing  the  production 
of  cheaper  drugs,  they  are  guilty  of 
neglecting  their  negative  duty  to  not 
inflict  harm,  said  Pogge. 

Today,  drug  companies  with  pat- 
ents have  a  20-year  monopoly  on  a 


drug  or  process,  but  agreements  be- 
tween countries  tend  to  extend  this 
period.  Generic  companies  must  wait 
for  these  patents  to  run  out  before 
cheaper,  more  accessible  drugs  can 
be  made. 

Pogge  suggested  that  the  drug  com- 
panies could  be  rewarded  in  other 
ways  than  direct  profit,  perhaps 
through  a  public  tax  that  is  propor- 
tional to  the  Global  Domestic  Product 
of  their  country. 

"If  the  political  will  can  be  mus- 
tered, we  could  very  easily  work  out 
the  technical  details,"  he  said. 

However,  Orbinski,  a  former  presi- 


dent of  Doctors  without  Borders, 
pointed  out  that  seeking  the  conver- 
gence of  market  and  society  is  a  false 
quest.  The  corporation  is  a  "self-inter- 
ested actor  whose  only  motivation  is 
profit,"  he  maintained.  "The  right  to 
health  is  not  a  global  reality.  It  must 
emerge  out  of  an  activist  struggle." 

Among  the  world-renowned  aca- 
demics in  the  Munk  Centre's  luxurious 
conference  room,  poverty  seemed 
more  like  an  abstract  idea  than  the 
concrete  force  that  it  is.  The  reality  of 
poverty  has  little  time  for  the  fight  for 
human  rights.  Those  who  do  have  the 
time  and  luxury  must  do  so. 


Beating  the  tech-net  race 


BobTian 


Today,  the  internet  is  a  familiar  de- 
vice used  to  send  letters  to  friends 
and  colleagues,  catch  up  on  breaking 
news,  or  watch  movies  and  play  video 
games.  But  amid  its  innumerable  ap- 
plications, we  don't  often  consider 
the  amount  of  work  needed  to  make 
these  conveniences  possible  at  the 
click  of  a  mouse. 

Professor  Alberto  Leon-Garcia  of 
U  of  T's  department  of  electrical  and 
computer  engineering  has  played  a 
large  role  in  keeping  technology  up- 
to-date  with  our  ever-increasing  in- 
ternet demands.  His  work  looks  into 
how  we  manage  the  input,  output, 
and  interpretation  of  the  tangle  of  in- 
formation from  text,  voice,  and  video 
sources  circulating  the  internet. 

"What's  so  exciting  about  networks 
today  is  that  so  many  applications  are 
possible  and  the  expectation  is  that 
the  number  of  applications  will  grow 
much  larger  and  more  sophisticated," 
explained  Leon-Garcia,  this  year's 
winner  of  the  Thomas  W.  Easdie  Med- 
al from  the  Royal  Society  of  Canada. 

The  internet's  evolution  has  brought 
many  traditional  technologies  online. 
The  telephone,  for  instance,  is  mov- 
ing into  internet  territory,  with  pro- 


Professor  Alberto  Leon-Garcia  is  a  leading  researcher  in  computer  technology. 


grams  such  as  Skype  allowing  us  to 
make  phone  calls  from  our  comput- 
ers. Even  cable  television  is  infiltrat- 
ing the  realm  of  cyberspace. 

"My  research  has  to  do  with  in- 
tegrating networks,  how  to  manage 


these  networks  to  allow  these  flows 
[of  information]  to  coexist,"  said 
Leon-Garcia. 

Devices  called  switches,  which  act 
like  interchanges  for  crowded  infor- 
mation traffic,  are  what  allow  efficient 


data  management  on  the  net. 

Leon-Garcia  is  eager  to  solve  the 
problem  of  simultaneously  control- 
ling vast  amounts  of  data  being  trans- 
ferred from  varying  sources  without 
compromising  speed,  and  accom- 
modating the  growing  volume  of  that 
information.  In  1999,  Leon-Garcia 
started  a  company  named  AcceLight 
with  eight  PhD  students.  Employing 
novel  technology,  he  built  a  switch 
that  would  fulfill  these  purposes. 

"There  were  quite  a  few  innovations 
in  [the  switch].  One  of  which  was  to 
use  optics  in  the  fabric  [of  the  switch, 
which  were]  quite  leading-edge.  The 
advantage  of  optical  technology  is 
that  the  speeds  that  it  can  handle  are 
vast." 

The  fruit  of  his  labour  was  an  indus- 
try-leading terabit  switch,  capable  of 
handling  the  huge  amount  of  informa- 
tion experts  predict  we  will  encoun- 
ter online  just  five  years  from  now. 

"So  we  sort  of  ran  way  to  the  front 
[of  the  technological  race],"  Leon- 
Garcia  joked. 

Leon-Garcia's  books  on  probabil- 
ity and  networking  have  been  trans- 
lated into  in  multiple  languages  and 
are  used  by  students  across  the 
globe  to  understand  the  workings 
of  the  internet. 
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Men's  Ultimate  crowned  best  in  Canada 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


UP  FOR  GRABS:  After  dispatching  Western,  Queen's  and  IVIcGill  en  route  to  a  Canadian  Ulti- 
mate University  Cliampionship,  iVIen's  Ultimate  has  their  eyes  on  the  North  American  title. 


Fresh  on  the  heels  of  a  dominat- 
ing performance  at  the  Canadian 
Ultimate  University  Champion- 
ship, Men's  Ultimate  is  gearing  up 
and  setting  its  sights  on  the  North 
American  title. 

Canadian  champions 

Twenty-two  teams  participated  in 
the  2006  Canadian  University  Ulti- 
mate Championship  on  October  IS- 
IS. Considered  one  of  the  stronger 
teams  going  in,  U  of  T  finished  atop 
their  group,  going  5-0  before  facing 
Western  in  the  quarterfinals. 

After  taking  down  Western  by 
a  significant  margin,  U  of  T  faced 
Queen's  in  the  semis. 

Having  lost  to  them  once  before 
in  the  Eastern  Half  tournament  ear- 
lier in  the  year,  U  of  T  knew  what  to 
expect  from  their  provincial  oppo- 
nents, and  defeated  Ottawa  11-3. 

"It  was  a  big  win  for  us,"  said  Pe- 
ter Jamieson,  a  co-captain  with  Kirk 
Nylen.  "Heading  into  the  finals,  we 
were  very  confident  after  creaming 
Queen's." 

Hook,  line  and  sinker 

Facing  a  McGill  squad  that  had  un- 
seated early  tournament  favorites 


UBC  in  the  semis,  U  of  T  was  able  to 
overcome  the  elements  to  dispatch 
the  Quebecois  team  12-8. 

"There  was  a  strong  wind,  and 
as  they  like  to  play  the  long  ball  it 
evened  things  out  a  bit,"  Jamieson 
said.  "We  used  one  of  our  special 
zone  setups  to  try  and  negate  their 
height  advantage. 

"With  the  wind  coming  in  one  di- 
rection, we  set  up  our  'Fisherman' 
zone,  which  forces  them  into  one 
area  of  attack.  We  bait  them  to  the 
sideline,  while  sending  two  of  our 
men  back  to  cover.  If  they  go  long 
there  are  two  of  our  players  versus 
one  of  their  tall  guys,  and  we  usual- 
ly come  down  with  it.  It  essentially 
shut  down  their  deep  pass." 

Trouble  ahead 

While  the  team  is  tops  north  of  the 
border,  stuck  in  the  same  grouping 
as  powerhouses  Michigan,  Michi- 
gan St.  and  Ohio,  U  of  T  has  their 
work  cut  out  for  them.  Not  helping 
the  situation  is  the  troubling  sched- 
ule the  competition  demands.  The 
qualifying  sectionals  happen  right 
before  Spring  semester  finals,  the 
regionals  are  during,  and  the  na- 
tional championship  occurs  right 
after  exams. 

The  logistics  are  unfavourable, 
but  Jamieson  said  the  team  aims  to 
continue  training  between  tourna- 


ments to  be  ready  for  the  U.S.  quali- 
fiers. Jamieson  cited  U  of  T's  overall 
depth,  especially  the  core  group  of 
Nylen,  Shawn  Chua,  Inian  Moorthy 
and  Steve  Tan,  as  a  tremendous  as- 
set in  claiming  the  Canadian  Uni- 
versity title. 

"It  took  quite  a  while  to  assemble 
this  kind  of  strength  on  the  team," 
the  five-year  captain  said.  "On  of- 
fence, we  are  able  to  go  short  as 
well  as  long,  and  to  have  that  abil- 
ity lets  us  dictate  the  pace  of  the 
game,  no  matter  who  the  opposi- 
tion is.  Our  team  is  one  of  the  deep- 
est teams  ever." 


Toruntula  spins  web  of  success 


Josephine  Lee 

VARSITY  STAFF 


After  placing  fourth  in  the  Canadian 
Ultimate  University  Championship, 
Women's  Ultimate  is  ready  to  start  a 
rigorous  training  regimen.  Next  up, 
preparation  for  the  spring  season  in 


the  United  States. 

Growth  and  improvement 

While  also  finishing  third  in  the  East- 
ern division,  U  of  T's  Toruntula  has 
reached  a  high  point  in  the  program. 
"This  is  the  best  season  we've 


ever  had,"  said  captain  Lexi  Marsh. 
"We've  had  the  best  practices  and 
the  rate  the  players  grew  was  amaz- 
ing. We  became  a  strong  and  cohe- 
sive group." 

Marsh  wants  to  focus  on  several 
things  to  help  improve  the  team's 
game  for  the  coming  seasons.  Among 


these  are  creating  more  offensive 
plays,  developing  a  good  spread 
strategy,  and  working  on  the  continu- 
ation of  cuts,  which  are  running  plays 
that  come  after  a  completed  pass. 

Coach  Erin  Dwyte  adds  zone  de- 
fence to  the  list,  stating  the  team 
needs  to  work  on  its  end  zone  play. 

Tourney  journey 

Eleven  schools  were  represented  at 
the  CUUP,  which  were  played  on  Ot- 
tawa's Sod  Fields  on  October  13-15. 
Consisting  of  seven  rigorous  games, 
U  of  T  lost  three:  once  to  Ottawa  and 
twice  to  Queen's.  They  placed  fourth 
behind  champion  Ottawa  and  run- 
ner-up McGill. 

Marsh  admitted  that  the  third- 
place  game,  in  which  U  of  T  lost  for 
the  second  time  to  Queen's  10-11, 
was  quite  emotional. 

"In  the  beginning,  we  were  beat- 
ing them,"  she  said.  "Then,  we  were 
down  six.  Although  we  managed  to 
score  six  more  points,  we  lost  by  just 
one.  Queen's  has  a  really  strong  of- 
fence." 

However,  the  team  also  had  its 
shares  of  amazing  wins. 

In  the  second  day,  U  of  T  faced  a 
Saskatchewan  team  whose  players 
were  numerous  and  aggressive,  their 
temperament  matching  the  windy 
conditions  at  game  time. 

Torontula  was  behind  most  of  the 
match,  but  managed  to  tie  the  score 
late  in  the  game.  Shortly  after,  U  of 
T  put  down  their  opponents  by  win- 
ning 11-10. 

Hard-earned  respect 

Established  in  1997,  the  team  has  not 
been  a  steady  participant  in  the  ulti- 


mate scene.  However,  the  team's  per- 
formance last  year  was  promising 
enough  to  prompt  Dwyte  to  try  and 
make  the  players  a  "real"  team. 

"We  had  trouble  recruiting  before, 
but  that  was  not  the  case  for  this  sea- 
son," Dwyte  said. 

Out  of  24  girls  that  tried  out,  18 
stayed.  All  but  two  are  U  of  T  stu- 
dents. 

Dwyte  and  Marsh  also  began 
regular  practice  sessions,  meeting 
five  days  a  week  in  the  mornings,  as 
well  as  weekly  competitions  against 
another  U  of  T  ultimate  team  every 
Wednesday. 

While  registered  in  the  club  di- 
vision by  the  Athletic  Centre,  the 
team  is  also  member  of  the  Toronto 
Ultimate  Women's  League.  However, 
aside  from  some  funding  allotted  to 
them  by  AC's  club  fees,  the  team  sup- 
ports itself,  occasionally  selling  disks 
to  make  extra  money. 

Marsh  estimates  that  each  mem- 
bers shells  out  about  $250  per  year 
for  the  team. 

She  hopes  that  the  success  of  this 
past  season  will  help  Torontula  and 
ultimate  in  general  become  more 
popular. 


Toronto's  Lorgest  Selectioii  of 

Retail  Department: 

Sexy  costumes  from  Leg  Avenue,  Forploy,  Coquette  &  Playboy 
Official  Licensed  Superhero  costumes  including  Darth  Voder,  Supemon,  Batman 
Gfiost  Rider  and  V  for  Vendetta. 

Special  FX  makeup  and  prostfietics,  wigs,  masks  and  accessories. 
Rental  Department: 

Stage  quality  theatrical  costumes  including  Authentic  Pirates, 
Baroque  Gowns  &  Suits,  Con-Can  Dresses,  Flappers,  Zoot  Suits, 
Knights,  70's  Disco,  plus  many  more! 

Rent  your  costume  today  and  keep  it  until  Nov.  1st** 

**  Some  exceptions  opply 

Malabar 

14McCaulSt.  Toronto  415-598-2581 

Just  north  of  Queen,  2  blocks  west  of  University 
Shop  online  @  www.store.malabar.net 
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Ex-con 
holds  up 
mayoral 
debate 


Maciej  Jamrozik 


For  forty  minutes  the  solitary  figure 
of  Kevin  Clarke  dominated  the  stage 
of  Hart  House's  Great  Hall,  and  all 
that  anyone  else  could  do  was  listen, 
watch  and  wait. 

Clarke,  a  fringe  candidate  with  a 
rough  history,  including  jail  time,  de- 
layed the  start  of  Monday's  mayoral 
debate  at  Hart  House.  Clarke  claimed 
that  only  inviting  Stephen  Ledrew, 
David  Miller,  and  Jane  Pitfield  to 
speak  at  the  debate  violated  his  Char- 
ter rights. 

When  asked  to  leave,  Clarke  bluntly 
refused,  and  continued  chanting  his 
disgust  at  the  current  political  situ- 
ation. For  good  measure,  he  played 
air  guitar  on  a 
broom,  mocking 
David  Miller's 
"clean  up  City 
Hall"  campaign 
message  in  the 
2003  mayoral 
election. 

Pitfield  tried 
approaching 
Kevin  Clarke  Clarke  but  was 

rebuked    by  a 
barrage  of  vulgar  comments. 

According  to  Hart  House's  Debates 
Committee's  secretary,  Ethan  Hod- 
des,  it  is  university  policy  that  if  a 
person  is  not  dangerous,  "[Security] 
will  not  physically  remove  them.  This 
is  a  public  space."  Hoddes  asked  at- 
tendees to  leave  the  Great  Hall  and 
return  in  15  minutes. 

With  the  threat  of  the  debate  be- 
ing cancelled  floated  by  organizers, 
Clarke  finally  left  of  his  own  accord. 

In  his  reaction  to  the  delay  caused 
by  Clarke,  LeDrew  said  "1  am  sur- 
prised so  many  people  could  be  held 
hostage  by  one  person." 

Once  underway,  the  debate  went 
smoothly,  but  no  exceptional  an- 
nouncements were  made  and  the 
usual  attacks  by  Pitfield  and  LeDrew 
on  Miller's  time  in  office  were  ever- 
present. 

The  central  campaign  issues  of 
transportation,  garbage,  crime,  and 

SEE  'DEBATE'  -  PG  3 

//QUOTABLE 

"If  you  guys  had 
$100  extra,  you 
could  spend  it  on ... 
whatever  it  is  univer- 
sity students  would  spend 
$100 extra  on." 

Bowtie-wearing  ex-Liberal  party 
president  turned  mayoral  candi- 
date Stephen  LeDrew  shows  he's 
still  in  touch  with  students,  and 
not,  umm,  square.  How  about 
clothes,  Mr.  LeDrew?  Or  booze? 
Or,  you  know,  weed? 


the  facebook  phenomenon 


Friendship's  new  face 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


"It's  almost  like  a  full-time  job. 
Keeping  almost  1,000  friends  is  not 
easy,"  said  Walied  Khogali,  who, 
with  923  Toronto  Facebook  friends, 
is  surely  one  of  the  most  popular 
people  at  U  of  T.  And  he  seems  to 
know  how  to  keep  them. 

"Never  forget  anyone's  birth- 
day— always  wish  whoever's 
birthday  it  is  a  happy  birthday,"  he 
advised.  And  don't  forget  to  send 
'pokes,'  or  electronic  nudges,  to 
your  friends.  "1  spend  about  10- 
15  minutes  a  day  poking  people 
back." 

For  Khogali,  a  U  of  T  Mississauga 
(UTM)  student  and  former  vice- 
president  UTM  for  the  Students' 
Administrative  Council,  Facebook 
is  a  way  to  get  university  students 
involved,  by  keeping  them  abreast 
of  events. 

"It's  students  helping  studertts," 
he  said. 

Facebook  even  helps  Khogali 
track  who  owes  him  what,  thanks 
to  a  plug-in  called  MoochSpot,  a 


//THX  FOR  THE  ADD 


program  which  reminds  debtors  of 
their  owings. 

What  began  in  February  2004 
as  a  program  cooked  up  on  a  stu- 
dent's laptop  at  Harvard  University 
(half  the  campus  signed  on  within 
a  couple  of  weeks)  has  grown  into 
the  most  popular  social  network 
among  college  students,  and  the 
seventh  most  visited  website  in 
America. 

Each  user  sets  up  and  maintains 
a  profile  page,  entering  information 
about  themselves,  adding  other 
friends  to  their  network,  and  join- 
ing interest  groups  or  searching  for 
events.  "User-generated  content"  is 
the  buzzword,  and  it's  all  the  rage. 
Yahoo!  is  said  to  be  thinking  of 
buying  Facebook.  Its  price  tag  will 
likely  range  in  the  billions. 

Yet  it's  not  just  student  leaders 
who  are  hooked.  Professors  and 
politicians  are  also  getting  in  on 
the  action. 

Among  them  is  U  of  T  Prof.  Par- 
ham  Aarabi,  of  electrical  and  com- 
puter engineering.  He  joined  in  or- 
der to  stay  in  touch  with  old  friends 
from  Stanford.  But  FAcebook  does 


not  yet  figure  in  his  teaching  plans. 

"It's  a  fun  distraction,  but  not  at 
all  useful  for  me  professionally," 
Aarabi  said  in  an  e-mail  interview. 
But  he  believes  it  helps  humanize 
him  to  his  students. 

"With  me  being  there  they  get 
to  see  me  more  as  a  person  rather 
than  a  lecturing  robot,"  he  said. 

And  another  (former)  U  of  T  pro- 
fessor is  in  on  it  as  well.  Liberal 
leadership  hopeful  Michael  Ignati- 
eff  counts  179  friends  at  U  of  T. 

"Part  of  the  campaign  is  Face- 
book,"  said  national  youth  cam- 
paign director  Brian  Clow,  a  part- 
time  poll  sci  student  and  former 
president  of  Victoria  University 
Students'  Administrative  Council 
(VUSAC).  "It's  an  amazing  out- 
reach tool." 

Ignatieff  was  able  to  get  on  Face- 
book  in  the  spring,  on  account  of 
his  U  of  T  e-mail  address. 

"I  log  in  once  or  twice  a  day 
to  update  friend  requests,"  said 
Clow.  "We  do  our  best  to  commu- 
nicate and  return  some  comments 
as  if  it  was  a  letter  to  the  campaign 
office." 


Name:  Michael  Ignatieff 

Friends:  179 
Liberal  hopeful's  profile 
is  kept  updated  by  U  of  T 
student 


Name:  Parham  Aarabi 

Friends:  106 
Engineering  prof  says 
Facebook  helps  him 
connect  with  students 


Name:  Walied  Khogali  (left) 
Friends:  m 

UTM  student  leader  says 
it  helps  keep  students 
abreast  of  campus  events 


Breakup  2.0 


Josephine  Lee 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


It's  no  secret  that  Facebook  is 
more  often  used  for  romance  than 
friendship. 

The  popular  site  is  increasingly 
a  place  users  can  get  close  to  or 
away  from  other  people,  a  trend 
that  many  feel  is  robbing  social  in- 
teraction of  its  personal  quality. 

Users  freely  admit  to  "stalking" 
other  users  they  do  not  know 
well — reading  their  profiles  and 
keeping  tabs  on  them  via  Face- 
book's  newsfeed  feature,  especial- 
ly if  they  learn  of  changes  in  that 


person's  relationship  status. 

The  practice  is  so  common  that 
there  are  even  Facebook  groups 
created  in  its  honour  such  as  "I 
Secretly  Use  Facebook  to  Stalk 
People  Association,"  which  has 
148  members  from  U  of  T. 

"1  attempt  to  legitimize  my  stalk- 
ing by  sending  lame  intro  mes- 
sages such  as:  'Do  u  like,  stuff?'" 
one  user  admitted  on  the  group's 
wall — a  message  board,  for  the 
uninitiated. 

However,  more  alarming  than 
merely  keeping  tabs  on  a  person's 
relationship  status  is  a  tendency 
towards   online   breakups  over 


Facebook. 

The  vast  majority  of  these  "face- 
dumps,"  are  fake — dissolutions  of 
pretend,  online  relationships  with 
little  emotional  resonance  for  ei- 
ther party. 

Many  of  Facebook's  groups  take 
a  humorous  view  of  the  situation. 

Groups  such  as  "Hi  my  name 

is  and  I  was  dumped  on 

Facebook!,"  "I  didn't  know  my  boy- 
friend dumped  me  until  Facebook 
told  me,"  and  "1  found  out  my  girl- 
friend dumped  me  on  newsfeed" 
are  created  by  people  who  have 

SEE  FACEBOOK' -PG 3 


Adam  Vaughan: 
former  CityTV  hack 
is  a  front-runner 
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Who  wants  to 
be  Olivia  Chow? 


In  politics,  you  know  you're  a  front-run- 
ner when  you  leave  hot  on  the  heels  of 
one  event  to  get  to  another,  perhaps 
.  more  important  and  certainly  better- 
attended  one. 

That  is  what  transpired  at  yester- 
day's city  councillor  coffee  house  at 
University  College,  as  Helen  Kennedy 
and  Adam  Vaughan,  front-runners  in 
the  race  to  replace  Olivia  Chow  as  city 
councillor  for  Toronto's  Ward  20,  van- 
ished immediately  after  their  scheduled 
speeches. 

Kennedy,  an 
Irish-born  activ- 
ist who  worked  for 
the  NDP's  Ontario 
caucus  in  the  80s 
and  90s,  was 
constituency  as- 
sistant to  former 
city  councillor 
Chow  from  1999 
on.  Vaughan  is  a 
20-year  veteran 
of  Toronto  broad- 
cast media,  with  stints  at  CityTV  and 
the  CBC  to  his  name. 

Before  jetting,  Kennedy  touted  her 
opposition  to  the  "20,000-seat  Var- 
sity stadium,"  killed  in  a  U  of  T  student 
referendum  in  2002,  and  Vaughan 
stressed  that  affordable  housing  is  a 
very  important  issue  for  students. 

This  left  the  rest  of  the  candidates 
for  Wards  20  and  27 — who.  together 
with  the  journalists  present  outnum- 
bered attendees — to  mix  it  up  with  U 
of  T  students. 

"The've  got  somewhere  better  to  be 
right  now,"  said  Desmond  Cole,  a  Ward 
20  candidate  who 
stuck  around  to 
talk  policy. 

Cole  backed 
Bikeshare,  a  bi- 
cycle-lending 
program,  saying  it 
should  be  expand- 
ed throughout  the 
city,  with  pick-up 
spots  strategically 
located  at  major 
transit  hubs, 

"By  giving  pri- 
ority to  cyclists 

there's  more  of  a  push  to  build  that 
biking  infrastructure  that's  so  badly 
needed,"  he  said, 
-MIKE  GHENU 


Desmond  Cole: 
City  Idol  winner  is 
courting  youth  vote 


SFU  impeachment  update 

A  political  battle  is  winding  down  and  a  legal  chal- 
lenge may  be  gearing  up  at  BC's  Simon  Eraser 
University,  On  Wednesday  night,  a  vote  was  called 
at  a  Special  General  Meeting  of  the  Simon  Eraser 
Student's  Society  with  motions  to  impeach  seven 
SFSS  board  members,  including  president  Shawn 
Hunsdale,  on  the  ballot. 

The  SGM  was  threatened  when  the  SFSS  board 
responded  by  calling  its  Annual  General  Meeting 
at  the  same  date  and  time.  Opponents  called  this 
an  attempt  to  divert  students  from  the  SGM,  which 
needed  500  students  present  for  the  vote  to  carry. 

The  so-called  "G7"  attacked  the  SGM's  va- 
lidity over  the  past  month,  claiming  that  it  was 
convened  by  an  informal  gathering  of  students 
with  no  real  authority  However,  when  roughly  700 

SEE  BRIEFS' -PG  2 


THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  26,  2006 


VARSITY  NEWS 


news@thevarsity.ca 


'BRIEFS' -CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

students  showed  up  to  vote,  most  G7  members  at- 
tended the  SGM  to  speak  and,  according  to  SDU 
spokesperson  Bryan  Jones,  to  vote.  Jones  hoped 
their  participation  in  the  meeting  was  a  sign  that 
the  G7  accepted  its  legitimacy,  a  suggestion  Dun- 
net  refutes. 


"Cheapest  &  Best 
Student  Bar  in  Toronto" 

Student  Travel  Guide,  London,  UK 
March  2000 
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422  College  St.,  E  of  Bathurst 
Open  4pm  to  2Gm  everyday 


Wings 
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Bitchin'  about  buildings 

In  'city  vs.  city'  era,  Toronto's  architecture  needs  bigger  effort,  says  critic 


Josephine  Lee 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Christopher  Hume  doesn't  like  the  new  Four  Seasons 
Centre  for  the  Performing  Arts. 

The  Toronto  Star  architecture  critic,  who  gave  a  talk 
last  Wednesday  at  Hart  House  sounding  off  on  the  best 
and  the  worst  of  Toronto's  current  "architectural  re- 
naissance," calls  the  opera  house  a  personal  pet  peeve. 

"The  Four  Seasons  Centre  tells  people  the  city  doesn't 
care  much  about  opera.  Three  of  the  four  walls  are  com- 
pletely nondescript.  The  entire  outside  exterior  fails. 

"Not  everyone  goes  to  the  opera,  but  we  still  need  an 
opera  house.  It's  part  of  the  culture  of  an  urban  city.  In 
the  21st  century,  the  buildings  cities  need  are  cultural 
buildings:  art  galleries,  museums  and  opera  houses." 

He  attributes  the  opera  house's  disappointing  ap- 
pearance to  a  lack  of  proper  funding  for  Toronto's  cul- 
tural institutions. 

"We  have  no  architectural  patrons,  no  philanthropy. 
We  live  in  the  wealthiest  city  in  Canada  (excluding  Al- 
berta), yet  we  believe  we  are  poor" 

On  the  other  hand,  recent  works  from  architectural 
firm  Kuwabara  Payne  McKenna  Blumberg  (KPMB)  get 
his  seal  of  approval. 

"1  can't  say  enough  good  things  about  them,"  Hume 
said. 

The  Gardiner  Museum  of  Ceramic  Art,  currently  be- 


ing redesigned  at  a  budget  of  $20  million,  is  the  "small- 
est but  most  exquisite"  project  in  Toronto.  Hume  ap- 
plauds its  "urban  feel". 

The  other  is  the  new  campus  of  the  National  Ballet 
School  of  Canada,  located  on  Jarvis  Street.  Hume  calls 
it  the  best  of  KPMB. 

Hume  is  anxious  about  the  competition  to  re-design 
Nathan  Philips  Square.  As  he  sees  it,  the  new  City  Hall 
is  the  image  of  the  city,  its  most  beloved  and  important 
statement  of  Toronto's  "arrival  on  the  scene." 

"Architecture  is  about  cities,  about  city-building.  We 
live  in  an  age  of  city  versus  city.  It's  funny:  cities,  not 
countries,  are  the  most  important  in  the  21st  century, 
but  cities  continue  to  remain  junior  players  in  govern- 
ment." 

"As  a  critic  and  Torontonian,  I'm  thrilled  [about  the 
current  architectural  renaissance]  but  I'm  not  very 
happy  with  the  efforts  that  have  been  made." 

Hume  reasons  that  the  rash  of  "second  and  third- 
rate  architecture"  is  due  to  all  the  condos  that  have 
been  built. 

Though  condos  have  helped  draw  more  people  back 
to  city,  he  points  out  that  the  poverty  gap  continues  to 
grow  as  the  city  flourishes. 

Still,  he's  hopeful  about  the  current  bout  of  architec- 
tural activity. 

"I  want  it  to  lead  to  a  revolution  that  will  truly  put 
Toronto  on  the  map  " 


The  Star's  Christopher  Hume,  a  U  of  T  alum,  says 
Toronto  is  undergoing  a  cultural  rennaissance 
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If  you're  committed  to  excellence,  Scotiabank  wants  you  on  our  team.  As  the  most 
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'DEBATE' -CONTINUED  FROMPGl 

affordable  housing  were  each  discussed. 

Pitfield  expanded  on  her  far-fetched  proposal 
to  construct  one  to  two  kilometres  of  new  sub- 
way line  each  year  for  the  next  25  years,  while 
Miller  pushed  the  expansion  of  above-ground 
public  transportation. 

"  [It's]  half  the  capacity  at  one-tenth  the  price 
[of  subways],"  he  said. 

All  the  speakers  proposed  a  new  TTC  pass  for 
university  students  and  expressed  sympathy 
over  disappearing  affordable  student  housing. 

As  before,  the  garbage  issue  divided  Miller 
and  Pitfield.  Miller  spoke  of  reduction  and  recy- 
cling, while  she  pushed  for  incineration. 

In  the  end  the  crowd  showed  overwhelming 
support  for  Miller,  who  received  most  of  the  ap- 
plause. 

During  the  question  period,  several  ques- 
tions were  asked  about  the  various  candidates' 
position  on  tuition.  The  candidates  empathized 
with  students,  but  said  that  the  matter  is  a  pro- 
vincial, not  municipal  issue. 

But  the  night  did  not  end,  however,  before 
the  candidates  signed  a  petition  by  the  Stu- 
dents' Adminstrative  Council  (SAC)  pledging  to 
fight  tuition  fee  increases,  earning  SAC  incom- 
ing vice-president  external  Emily  Shelton  a  PR 
coup. 

Overall,  the  outcome  of  the  debate  did  not 
impress  attendees. 

"I  didn't  hear  what  1  came  to  hear,"  said  Moni- 
ca Barbir,  a  first-year  university  student.  Kather- 
ine  Bermingham  proposed  that  "the  university 
could  have  a  series  of  debates  so  the  students 
could  hear  the  views  of  the  other  candidates." 


'FACEBOOK'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PC  1 

never  actually  been  dumped  by  someone 
through  the  site.  Or  if  they  have,  they're  not 
telling. 

Every  once  in  a  while,  though,  the  breakup 
is  real. 

The  creator  of  one  group  explained  she  had 
created  it  in  honour  of  her  "suitemate,  [who] 
has  had  a  face-dumping  experience."  On  the 
group's  page,  she  described  an  "awkward" 
situation  involving  running  into  the  "face- 
dumper"  on  the  elevator  several  times. 

The  impersonal  nature  of  Facebook  break- 
ups is  a  source  of  concern  for  Facebook  users 
and  non-users  alike. 

"You  can't  break  up  with  someone  using 
Facebook.  Some  things  should  be  handled 
face-to-face  or  maybe  by  phone.  There's 
a  good  chance  you  didn't  meet  your  lover 
through  [Facebook]  so  there's  no  reason  to 
end  it  that  way,"  writes  one  editor  of  the  5/mp- 
sonian,  at  Simpson  College,  Iowa. 

"Stalking"  people  through  Facebook  is  tol- 
erated because  unlike  real-life  stalking,  little 
harm  usually  comes  from  users  viewing  other 
users'  profiles. 

However,  it  seems  clear  that  breaking  up 
with  someone  through  Facebook  is  still  unac- 
ceptable. Even  the  New  York  Times  has  taken 
up  the  issue. 

In  an  age  when  young  people  practically 
define  themselves  by  their  MySpace  or  Face- 
book  profiles,  properly  noting  your  relation- 
ship status  poses  new  protocol  challenges. 

"[Breaking  up  online]  requires  a  new  eti- 
quette," he  newspaper  concludes. 


Hlflnfourdcketsto  Canada's#l  Scream  Pailt! 
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Q;  What  year  was  the  first  issue  of  The  K5r5/(K  published? 
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UNDERGRADUATES!!!! 

interested  in  Graduate  Studies  and 

Summer  Student  Positions  in 
Interdisciplinarv  l\/ledical  Research? 


Join  us  for  our  Department  of  Medical  Biophysics  Open  House  for 

prospective  graduate  and  summer  students. 

Potential  areas  of  research: 

>  Molecular  Genetics  of  Cancers 

>  Cellular  &  Molecular  Biology 

>  Medical  Physics  &  Imaging 

>  Molecular  &  Structural  Biology 

When?  Saturday.  November  4,  2006,  from  9:30  a.m.  -  1:30  p.m. 
with  a  welcome  presentation  at  10:00  a.m. 

Where?  Ontario  Cancer  institute/Princess  Margaret  Hospital 
(OCI/PMH),  610  University  Avenue,  7*^  Floor  Atrium,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Visit  tlie  various  booths  set  up  by  labs,  meet  Professors,  Post- 
Doctoral  Fellows  and  Graduate  Students  for  informal  discussions, 
and  tour  the  research  facilities. 

For  more  information,  please  visit  our  website  at 
http://medbio.utoronto.ca 

Free  Admission  *  Free  Lunch  *  On-Site  Registration 

Sponsored  by  the  Dept  of  Medical  Biophysics  at  the  University  of 
Toronto  in  conjunction  with  the  Research  Divisions  of  the  Ontario  Cancer 
Institute  (Princess  Margaret  Hospital)  and  the  Sunnybrook  Health 
Sciences  Centre  . 
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(Product)  Red 
October 


Does  (Product)  Red  excuse  the  ills  of 
consumer  culture? 


Clare  Douglas  

Have  you  been  inspi(red)  to  help  in 
the  fight  against  AIDS?  International 
corporations  and  philanthropists  like 
Paul  Hewson  (a.k.a  Bono)  and  Oprah 
sure  hope  so.  A  sea  of  red  has  begun 
to  ripple  through  North  America,  and 
early  reports  indicate  that  the  (Prod- 
uct) Red  campaign  is  already  a  huge 
success. 

The  campaign  has  put  the  spot- 
light on  AIDS  in  Africa,  but  it  has  also 
provided  evidence  as  to  how  com- 
mercialized our  world  has  become. 
Consumerism  has  so  defined  our  gen- 
eration that  in  order  to  embrace  gen- 
erosity and  selflessness,  we  must  first 
be  bribed  with  an  iPod. 

(Product)  Red  is  a  cooperative  en- 
deavour between  corporations  such 
as  The  Gap,  Motorola,  and  Apple, 
and  charity  The  Global  Fund.  The 
project's  aim  is  to  raise  funding  for 
medical  care  for  HIV-positive  citizens 
in  Africa. 

The  project's  structure  is  very 
straightforward.  A  selection  of  popu- 
lar commodities  such  as  cell  phones, 
MPS  players,  and  clothing  are  sup- 
plied to  the  commercial  market.  A  por- 
tion of  the  profit  from  each  item  sold 
is  deposited  directly  into  The  Global 
Fund,  which  then  uses  the  money  to 
buy  AIDS  drugs. 

The  initiative  sounds  productive, 
but  it  also  calls  attention  to  many  so- 
cial problems. 

A  world  of  consumption  and  desire 
currently  enchants  us.  As  cell  phones 
get  smaller,  so  do  our  consumer 
brains.  The  line  between  "want"  and 
"need"  is  blurred,  leaving  a  society 
blinded  by  digital  technology  and 
fashion  trends.  It  is  not  surprising  that 
campaigns  to  help  fight  the  world's 
worst  health  crisis  are  now  harness- 
ing the  appeal  of  popular  culture. 

Some  may  applaud  corporations 
such  as  The  Gap  for  setting  an  exam- 
ple for  the  rest  of  corporate  America, 
but  observers  have  also  pointed  out 
the  company's  record  in  respect  to 
human  rights  violations.  In  the  past. 
The  Gap  has  been  plagued  by  accu- 


sations of  operating  sweatshops  to 
produce  their  products.  Does  their 
participation  in  (Product)  Red  excuse 
these  violations? 

It  could  be  said  that  I  should  simply 
accept  AIDS  relief  however  it  may  be 
obtained.  Yet  it  is  worrisome  that  we 
are  depending  on  consumer  trends 
to  combat  a  health  crisis  that,  with  its 
twenty-five  year  history,  is  not  going 
to  disappear  any  time  soon. 

As  of  today,  wearing  a  red  t-shirt  or 
carrying  a  red  phone  signifies  one's 
participation  in  the  fight  against  AIDS. 
But  as  popular  culture  trends  change 
over  time,  will  the  sea  of  red  disap- 
pear? 

In  the  (RED)  Manifesto,  citizens  of 
the  developed  world  are  urged  to  "up- 
grade their  choice"  and  buy  from  the 
sponsoring  companies.  It  is  my  hope 
that  those  who  do  end  up  choosing 
"red"  are  inspired  to  continue  their 
support  beyond  this  campaign. 

But  there  is  another  option — choos- 
ing to  save  lives  directly.  Organiza- 
tions such  as  "Keep  a  Child  Alive"  are 
providing  relief  to  HIV-positive  chil- 
dren and  their  families,  as  well  as  to 
AIDS  orphans.  Instead  of  putting  half 
your  money  into  the  pockets  of  cor- 
porate America,  why  not  donate  the 
whole  amount  to  the  children  of  Afri- 
ca? You  will  not  receive  a  red  product 
as  a  thank  you,  but  you  will  save  more 
lives  and  feel  good  about  yourself  on 
the  inside. 

As  the  (Product)  Red  Campaign 
continues  to  sweep  through  North 
America,  and  red  turns  to  green  for 
large  corporations,  remember  that 
you  have  the  power  to  decide  how 
best  to  donate  to  AIDS  relief.  Millions 
of  people  are  dying  from  AIDS  every 
year,  and  I  have  faith  that  the  devel- 
oped world  will  recognize  the  need 
for  action  and  help  solve  the  prob- 
lem without  receiving  materialistic 
rewards. 

As  prolific  as  the  Apple  iPod  is,  it  is 
not  going  to  end  the  AIDS  pandemic. 
But  (Product)  Red  will  hopefully  open 
people's  eyes  to  the  power  they  as 
consumers  possess. 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE! 


NOEL  SEMPLE  was  at  the  would-be 
mayoral  debate  at  Hart  House, 
and  he  is  appalled  that  security 
wasn't  allowed  to  remove  the 
unwelcome  speaker  who  held 
up  the  proceedings  for  a  whole 
hour.  U  of  T's  policies  pertaining 
to  event  disruptions  must  be 
changed.  See  Hart  House  out  of 

order  at  www.thevarsity.ca 
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The  plane  truth  about  airfiires 


Jonny  Timms 


Many  international  students  like  me 
spent  last  week  counting  down  the 
days  till  the  release  of  the  December 
exam  timetable  on  one  hand,  while 
counting  the  daily  increase  of  flight 
prices  on  the  other.  This  vigilance 
was  a  ruthless  attempt  by  students 
to  book  the  cheapest  flights  possible 
to  return  home  to  their  families  for 
the  Christmas  break.  Nonetheless, 
a  recent  report  published  by  the  En- 
vironmental Change  Institute  at  Ox- 
ford University  recoimnended  that 
air  fares  should  be  increased  to  curb 
"frivolous  air  travel." 

According  to  the  report,  a  rise  in 
air  fares  would  reduce  the  environ- 
mental damage  caused  by  flying,  a 
move  that  is  supported  by  the  travel- 
ling public. 

Well,  1  am  a  member  of  the  travel- 
ling public,  and  1  certainly  do  not  sup- 
port this  move.  And  how,  by  the  way, 
are  they  defining  "frivolous"  travel? 
Don't  get  rrie  wrong,  I'm  not  condon- 
ing damage  to  the  environment,  but 
isn't  it  all  too  easy  to  jump  on  board 
the  environmental  bandwagon  and 
fly  so  high  on  moral  hot  air  that  one 
loses  sight  of  reasonable  and  plane 
(sic)  matters? 

Those  who  attack  cheap  air  fares 
are  more  often  than  not  earning  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  dollars  a  year, 
plus  expenses,  and  get  first-class 
seats  as  a  matter  of  course.  At  first 
glance,  arguments  against  low-cost 
airfares  can  be  seen  as  emanating 
from  "soft  socialists"  who  are  con- 
cerned about  the  environment.  And 
yet,  the  general  disdain  shown  for 


those  taking  full  advantage  of  these 
cheap  flights — namely,  students — 
leads  me  to  think  that  the  authors  of 
this  study  are  not  progressive  at  all, 
but  in  fact  conservative. 

At  one  time  only  viable  for  the 
wealthy  few,  flying  is  now  a  commod- 
ity available  to  practically  anyone. 
Even  cash-strapped  students  are 
not  confined  to  the  summer  sojourn 
choices  of  our  parents'  generation: 
an  Algonquin  adventure  or  a  wet 
weekend's  bird-spotting  in  Long  Point 
Provincial  Park.  The  low  fares  avail- 
able today  allow  students  to  study 
abroad,  gaining  a  window  on  educa- 
tion outside  their  home  nation. 

Many  will  shrug  off  these  social 
benefits  as  a  pathetic  justification  for 
the  damage  done  to  the  environment 
by  excessive  air  travel,  but  the  broad- 
ening of  horizons  and  the  opportu- 
nity to  see  a  world  other  than  one's 
own  are  not  pointless  luxuries  that 
should  be  written  off  as  mawkish. 

The  increased  cost  of  flying  that 
the  Oxford  policy  advocates  would 
hit  passengers  on  low-cost  flights 
hardest.  Whilst  this  policy  might  be 
triumphant  in  smothering  the  de- 
mand for  air  travel,  it  would  do  so 
by  pricing  the  less-wealthy  out  of  the 
market,  thereby  quashing  the  posi- 


tive trend  towards  cheap  travel  of 
recent  years. 

In  Charles  Dickens'  day  there  was, 
at  best,  a  deeply  rooted  ambivalence 
towards  the  steam  engine,  and  at 
worst  a  real  contempt.  The  same 
apocalyptic  fears  now  assail  the  jet 
engine.  We  survived  that  Victorian 
bout  of  scepticism — perhaps  we  can 
overcome  the  concerns  raised  to- 
day. 

We  must  bear  in  mind  that  the 
aviation  industry  is  taking  steps  in 
the  right  direction  to  address  the 
pollution  problem,  but  the  kind  of 
government  intervention  proposed 
in  the  Oxford  report  is  not  a  convinc- 
ing solution. 

For  who  would  be  left  with  less 
freedom  and  opportunity  if  low-cost 
fares  were  to  be  raised?  Not  the  Ox- 
ford graduates  who  produce  these 
kinds  of  reports,  I'll  bet. 
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A  zapping  idea 


The  microwave  oven  didn't  only  make 
cooking  convenient,  it  also  created  the 
possibility  to  harness  a  large  amount 
of  power  inside  the  home.  The  energy 
generated  by  conventional  micro- 
waves to  heat  up  frozen  dinners  can  be 
amplified  to  burn  skin  or  detonate  elec- 
tronics. Normally,  a  megawatt  magne- 
tron (a  device  much  bigger  than  that 
in  household  microwaves)  is  needed 
to  produce  energy  of  that  magnitude, 
but  two  inventors  from  New  Mexico 
have  found  a  way  to  make  such  energy 
by  tearing  apart  ordinary  microwave 
ovens.  By  gathering  a  few  hundred 
magnetron  tubes  from  these  ovens  in 
a  series  and  reflecting  the  microwave 
energy  of  each  tube  into  the  next  mag- 
netron tube,  the  inventors  greatly  am- 
plified of  the  microwave  energy  of  the 
initial  tube.  In  fact,  magnetrons  from 
just  three  hundred  household  micro- 
waves were  enough  to  generate  mega- 
watt pulses  that  can  set  off  explosives 
and  toast  human  skin.  The  scariest 
part  of  the  invention  is  that  the  recent- 
ly published  patent  application  for  the 
device  is  publicly  available  in  the  U.S. 
Source:  New  Scientist  Tech 
—JENNIFER  HUEN 


Oh  bee,  oh  my 


The  honeybee  was  in  the  spotlight 
this  week  in  several  major  science 
journals — .starting  with  the  publica- 
tion of  the  full  sequence  of  the  insect's 
genome.  One  paper  by  biologists  at 
Berkeley  estimated  that  pollinators 
like  birds,  bats,  and  bees,  currently  af- 
fect 35  per  cent  of  the  world's  crop  pro- 
duction. This  study  comes  in  response 
to  another  recent  study  reporting  the 
decline  of  the  honeybee  due  to  infesta- 
tions of  parasitic  mites,  new  antibiotic- 
resistant  pathogens  in  the  wild,  and 
competition  from  Africanized  "killer" 
honeybees.  Using  the  published  ge- 
nome, a  third  study  reported  a  genetic 
and  evolutionary  difference  between 
the  common  North  American  hon- 
eybee and  the  "killer"  honeybee.  All 
modern  honeybees  came  from  Africa 
and  then  spread  into  two  lineages  in 
Europe  and  Asia.  European  bees  have 
been  cultivated  for  agricultural  use 
and  do  not  have  the  killer  instincts  of 
the  African  honeybee.  Since  the  intro- 
duction of  "killer"  honeybees  to  South 
America  in  the  1950s,  the  crossing  of 
European-derived  bees  with  "killer" 
bees  are  creating  strange  genetic  re- 
sults, most  of  which  still  need  to  be 
studied  before  concrete  conclusions 
can  be  drawn. 

Source:  Proceedings  of  the  Royal 
Society  B:  Biological  Sciences,  Nature, 
Science 
—SANDY  HUEN 


Catching  some  zzz's 

Some  UTM  researchers  suggest  the  genetics  behind  fruit  fly  hibernation  could  shed  light  on 
disorders  from  West  Nile  to  the  'winter  blues' 


Sandy Huen 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 


The  common  fruit  fly  is  a  pest  to 
many,  and  friend  to  few.  But  for  ge- 
neticists, fruit  flies  are  the  key  to  a 
wealth  of  information  about  human 
disease,  genetics,  and  cell  biology,  of- 
fering a  look  at  one  of  the  most  com- 
mon physiological  changes  in  the 
animal  kingdom,  hibernation. 

"What  we  were  interested  in  doing 
was  to  find  a  gene  or  genes  involved 
in  insect  diapause — essentially  insect 
hibernation,"  said  Maria  Sokolowski, 
a  professor  at  UTM's  department  of 
biology,  and  the  principal  investi- 
gator of  a  new  study  on  the  genetic 
cause  of  diapause,  working  with  her 
former  PhD  student  Karen  Williams. 

Diapause,  like  mammalian  hiberna- 
tion, is  triggered  by  shorter  days  and 
lower  temperatures.  Little  is  known 
about  the  behaviour  of  wild  flies  in 
diapause,  or  whether  it  affects  male 
flies,  so  researchers  gauge  its  pres- 
ence by  examining  the  female  fly 
ovary,  which  will  suspend  its  devel- 
opment in  diapause.  The  research 
pinpoints  a  single  gene  with  a  de- 
termining influence  on  fruit-fly  dia- 
pause. 

"Once  you  find  a  gene  for  this  trait, 
you  can  understand  the  mechanisms 
for  how  the  gene  acts. ..and  the  evolu- 
tion of  it,"  said  Sokolowski. 

This  finding  challenges  the  prevail- 
ing polygenic  ('many-gene')  model  for 
the  creation  of  a  complex  behaviour, 
suggesting  that  all  the  genes  affect 
behaviour  equally.  The  identification 
of  a  single  gene  as  largely  responsible 
for  diapause — more  than  any  other 
genes — is  part  of  the  growing  body 
of  research  disputing  the  polygenic 
model. 

"[Hibernation  is]  a  means  to  cope 
with  stress,"  said  Sokolowski.  "And 
it's  a  common  thing  that  animals  do. 
They're  able  to  slow  down  their  re- 
productive [system]  or  development 
under  stressful  conditions." 

Using  fruit  flies  from  Windsor  and 
Florida,  the  researchers  found  that 
the  gene  is  involved  in  insulin  signal- 
ing. The  gene's  mammalian  counter- 
part may  play  the  same  role,  suggest- 
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SAD  in  hopes  of  finding  a  genetic  ba- 
sis for  the  disorder. 

The  finding  has  many  implications 
for  human  diseases.  Over-wintering 
female  mosquitoes  have  been  found 
to  carry  pathogens  like  West  Nile 
virus.  Because  of  the  close  genetic 
similarities  between  fruit  flies  and 
mosquitoes,  the  ability  to  geneti- 
cally control  mosquito  populations 
by  rendering  them  unable  to  survive 
the  winter  would  be  a  valuable  tool  in 
stopping  the  West  Nile  virus. 


The  gene  for  insect  hibernation  in  the  fruit  fly,  Drosophila  melanogaster,  may  be  linked 
to  seasonal  affected  disorder  in  humans. 


ing  that  the  processes  involved  in 
insulin,  fat  storage,  and  conserving 
energy  are  linked  to  hibernation. 

"This  means  of  dealing  with  stress, 
[arrested  development] ,  is  evolution- 
arily  conserved,"  said  Sokolowski. 
Whether  bear,  worm,  or  fly,  adapting 
to  live  with  the  cold  or  a  scarcity  of 
food  is  a  process  that  may  have  ap- 
peared very  early  in  evolution,  and 
may  have  stayed  with  higher  organ- 
isms including  humans. 

The  gene  in  humans  is  potentially 


linked  to  seasonal  affected  disorder 
(SAD).  Predominately  found  in  wom- 
en, SAD  causes  excessive  eating  and 
less  physical  activity  in  the  fall.  Come 
spring,  SAD  patients  eat  less  and  be- 
come more  active.  For  unknown  rea- 
sons, SAD  patients  are  more  respon- 
sive to  day  length  than  is  normal  in 
humans.  Because  of  these  similarities 
to  hibernation,  Sokolowski  is  collabo- 
rating with  researchers  at  the  Centre 
for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health  to 
sequence  the  DNA  of  individuals  with 
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Australian  director  Pliiilip  Noyce  (middle)  directs  Derek  Luke  (left)  and  Tim  Robbins  (right)  in  Catch  a  Fire. 


Playing  with  fire 

Director  Phillip  Noyce  trades  Hollywood  budgets  for  critical  acclaim 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


"I  was  on  the  verge  of  being  a  Hollywood 
hack,"  admits  Australian  director  Phillip 
Noyce.  This  comes  from  the  man  behind  the 
lens  of  some  of  the  biggest  box-office  thrillers 
of  the  90s. 

After  gaining  fame  as  a  young  director  back 
home  in  Australia  in  the  70s,  Noyce  turned  his 
Hollywood  debut,  the  1989  thriller  Dead  Calm 
(starring  Sam  Neill,  Nicole  Kidman  and  Billy 
Zane)  into  an  enduring,  if  predictable  career. 

The  early  nineties  saw  Noyce  tapped  to 
helm  film  adaptations  of  John  Clancy's  best- 
selling  Jack  Ryan  spy  novels.  Starring  Har- 
rison Ford  as  the  spy  in  question,  the  films 
Patriot  Games  and  Clear  and  Present  Danger 
propelled  Noyce's  number  to  the  top  of  many 
a  studio  rolodex.  He  shot  Sharon  Stone's  voy- 
euristic romp  Stoer  but,  after  being  recruited 
to  direct  cop-and-spy  dramas  Tiie  Saint  and 
The  Bone  Collector,  he  found  that  he  was  be- 
ing "typecast"  as  a  director.  Understandably, 
as  someone  who  had  travelled  all  the  way 
from  down  under  to  make  a  name  for  himself, 
Noyce  was  not  content  with  this  one-dimen- 
sional version  of  success. 

"It  was  too  easy.  Whether  the  films  were 
good  or  bad,  or  somewhere  in  between,  the 
studios  would  let  me  make  them,"  lamented 
Noyce,  when  he  sat  down  with  The  Varsity 
during  the  Toronto  International  Film  Festi- 
val. 

While  freely  admitting  that  getting  frus- 
trated with  industry  success  might  sound 
ridiculous,  Noyce  reached  his  breaking  point 
when  he  was  approached  to  direct  the  fourth 
installment  of  the  Jack  Ryan  trilogy,  2002's 


The  Sum  of  All  Fears.  With  Harrison  Ford  wary 
signing  on  to  the  script  and  Ben  Affleck  look- 
ing more  and  more  likely  as  his  replacement, 
Noyce  dropped  out  of  the  project.  Ford  fol- 
lowed Noyce's  lead  and  Affleck,  a  full  30  years 
Ford's  junior,  attempted  to  fill  Ryan's  shoes.  It 
didn't  work.  The  Sum  of  all  Fears,  a  franchise 
"reboot"  for  the  Jack  Ryan  saga  received  gen- 
erally negative  reviews,  with  the  New  York 
Post  calling  it  "a  moribund  attempt  to  exhume 
the  Jack  Ryan  techno-thriller  franchise  with 
a  severely  miscast  Ben  Affleck."  Nice  move, 
Noyce. 

After  leaving  the  production  of  Sum  to  Af- 
fleck and  director  Phil  Alden  Robinson  (Field 
of  Dreams)  in  2000,  Noyce  did  something 
rather  unexpected.  The  director  cashed  out, 
picked  up  and  headed  home  for  his  native 
Australia,  leaving  behind  his  box  office  suc- 
cess and  Hollywood  cronies.  Noyce  says  the 
decision  was  ultimately  easy,  because  the 
films  he  was  hired  to  direct  always  did  rea- 
sonably well  at  the  box-office,  but  never  with 
critics. 

"They  seemed  to  make  money,"  Noyce  says 
of  his  Hollywood  projects,  "and  if  they  looked 
bad  the  studio  would  just  buy  the  audience 
by  spending  thirty  million  dollars  on  public- 
ity and  advertising." 

Obviously,  Noyce  wasn't  really  feeling  the 
whole  dollar-sign  visionary  thing,  and  his  dis- 
affection reached  a  new  level;  "eventually  1 
realized  that  1  was  just  the  guy  that  was  hired 
to  come  in  and  yell  'action'  and  'cut'.  I  just  got 
sick  of  it." 

In  2002,  the  same  year  that  Sum  of  all  Fears 
was  getting  its  half-hearted  smackdown  from 
critics,  Noyce  released  not  one,  but  two  films 
to  widespread  acclaim:  the  runaway  hit  Rab- 


bit-Proof Fence  and  the  equally  acclaimed  The 
Quiet  American,  which  bagged  Michael  Caine 
an  Oscar  nomination  for  best  actor. 

Now  Noyce  is  back,  doing  promotional 
rounds  for  his  latest  film.  Catch  A  Fire,  an 
apartheid  thriller  based  on  the  true  story  of 
African  National  Congress  revolutionary  Pat- 
rick Chamusso.  Noyce  says  he  was  drawn  to 
this  film  because  it  shined  a  light  on  what  he 
describes  as  "the  miracle  of  South  Africa."  He 
further  explains  that  "this  one  man's  story 
seems  to  be  about  evolution,  and  moving  be- 
yond division,  moving  beyond  the  differences 
between  us  all,  moving  past  hate." 

The  film  tells  the  exciting  tale  of  Chamus- 
so's  transition  from  ordinary,  apolitical  work- 
er to  radical  militant,  and  his  mission  to  plant 
explosives  in  the  Secunda  Oil  Refinery,  an  im- 
portant asset  of  the  apartheid  government. 

Speaking  about  South  Africa's  transition 
from  racial  segregation  to  a  culture  of  integra- 
tion and  reconciliation,  Noyce  notes  that  "as 
a  nation  South  Africa  has  shown  us  the  way 
towards  conflict  resolution,  and  has  achieved 
that  more  successfully  than  any  other  coun- 
try in  the  history  of  mankind." 

Noyce  had  no  difficulties  shooting  on  loca- 
tion in  South  Africa  for  this  film.  Vilifying  the 
old  regime  went  a  long  way  when  scouting 
for  locations.  He  was  even  granted  access  to 
the  refinery  that  the  real  Patrick  Chamusso 
planted  explosives  in. 

He  explains  that  such  unlimited  coopera- 
tion "could  only  come  in  a  country  where  for- 
mer enemies  of  the  state  were  now  in  charge. 
South  Africans  are  proud  of  stories  like  this, 
and  their  achievement  as  a  nation,  which  is 
actually  an  achievement  in  morality." 

Had  Noyce  not  left  Hollywood,  would  he 


ever  have  been  given  the  opportunity  to  make 
a  film  like  Catch  a  Fire,  featuring  a  heroic  ter- 
rorist (don't  they  call  those  guys  "freedom 
fighters?")  as  the  protagonist?  He  laughs  at 
this  suggestion,  adding  that  he  would  most 
likely  have  been  "investigated  as  a  subver- 
sive" had  he  even  tried. 

Catch  A  Fire  opens  nation-wide  October  27. 


//NOYCE  BY  THE  NUMBERS 


Directror  Phillip  Noyce's  last  five  | 
films,  as  rated  by  metacritic.com  | 

1994  Clear  and  Present  Danger  74/100  I 
1997  r/?e5ajn/ 50/100 

1999  The  Bone  Collector  45/100 

2000  Noyce  leaves  Hollywood 
2002  Rabbit-Proof  Fence  80/100 
2002  The  Quiet  American  84/100 
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OPEN 
HOUSE 

WURZWEILER 

SCHOOL  OF 
SOCIAL  WORK 


Wednesday,  November  8th 
7  to  9  p.m.  at 

Wolfond  Ccnrrc  for  Jewish  Campus  Life 

(on  the  campus  of  Univei'sit)'  of  Toronto) 

36  Harbord  Street,  Toronto 

Celebrating  its  50rh  anniversary,  Wurzweiler  School  of  Social  Work  ar 
Yeshiva  University  has  earned  a  national  and  international  reputation  for 
its  flexible  study  plans,  dedicated  faculty,  and  diverse  student  body. 
More  than  250  Canadians  have  graduated  from  Wurzweiler's  MSW 
program.  Our  Block  Program  offers  Canadian  and  other  out-of-town 
students  the  opportimiry  to  arrend  classes  in  June  and  July  amid  the  rich 
culture  and  diverse  environment  of  New  York  City,  widi  fieldwork  from 
September  to  mid-May  in  their  home  towns. 

Please  join  Wur/weiier  administration,  alunmi  and  students  at  an  exciting 
and  thought-provoking  open  house.  RSVP  wsswadmissions^yu.edu  or 
call  212-960-0810.  Por  more  information  about  Wurzweiler,  visit 
www.yu.edu/wurzwcilcr 


Yeshiva  University 

BRING     WISDOM     TO     LIT  E'"^ 

O2006  Ynhnra  Vtwmiry 


//SPORTS  IN  BRIEF 


Women's  Lacrosse  (6-4)  aims  to  leap  over  the  compeition  in  this  weekend's  OUA  Tournament. 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


Soccer  kicks  off  post-season 

After  demonstrating  a  show  of  force  over  tfieir  first- 
round  opponent,  Men's  Soccer  will  travel  to  Kingston 
hoping  the  third  time's  the  charm.  The  Blues  (8-3-3) 
will  face  Queen's  Saturday  (10-3-1)  after  defeating  Nip- 
pissing  (4-8-2)  by  a  score  of  4-1  yesterday  at  Birchmount 
Stadium. 

The  semi-final  features  a  battle  of  second  and  third- 
seeded  teams,  but  the  Golden  Gaels  have  upended  the 
Blues  twice  this  season,  winning  1-0  on  October  14,  and 
2-1  on  September  30. 

Bolstered  Blues  streak  to  Kingston 

Thanks  to  right-winger  Neena  Gupta's  goal  in  the  86th 
minute.  Women's  Soccer  upset  Laurentian  1-0  in  Sud- 
bury yesterday.  The  Blues  (5-5-6)  face  Queen's  (12-1-3) 
in  the  semi-finals  Saturday  at  Kingston.  The  Golden 
Gaels  are  the  Ontario  University  Athletics'  best  and  are 
the  Canadian  Interuniversity  Sport's  third-ranked  team 
in  the  country. 

The  last  time  the  two  teams  met,  it  ended  in  a  0-0 
draw  on  October  14  at  Birchmount  Stadium.  Before  that, 
Queen's  defeated  Toronto  4-0  on  September  30. 

Undefeated  Blues  favoured  for  title 

With  38  points,  Field  Hockey  (12-0-2)  has  claimed  first 
place  in  the  OUA  standings,  earning  a  first-round  bye  for 
the  post-season.  They  will  face  the  winner  of  the  fourth- 
seeded  Queen's  and  fifth-seeded  Waterloo  in  a  semi-final 
Saturday  at  noon  in  Lamport  Stadium.  If  they  win,  the 
Blues  will  play  the  final  on  Sunday. 
The  Blues  ended  their  undefeated  season  by  playing 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


Intensive  60-Hour  Program 
Classroom  Management  Techniques 
Detailed  Lesson  Planning 
Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 
Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 
Teacher  Placement  Service 
Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 
^  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

J  Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-92M240/1.800-779-1779 
www.oxfordseminars.com 


the  second,  third,  and  fourth-best  squads  in  the  OUA. 
They  shut  out  all  three  teams,  defeating  York  1-0,  Guelph 
3-0  and  Queen's  1-0  last  week. 

For  the  season,  U  of  T  has  posted  11  shutouts,  includ- 
ing their  last  six  games,  and  has  outscored  opponents 
62-5. 

Lacrosse  slashes  to  semi-final 

After  notching  two  wins  over  the  weekend,  Women's  La- 
crosse (6-4)  will  face  Queen's  Saturday  in  the  OUA  semi- 
final. 

As  the  third  seed,  the  Blues  will  travel  to  Kingston  hop- 
ing to  upset  the  Golden  Gaels  (9-1).  The  last  time  the  two 
teams  met.  Queen's  defeated  U  of  T  9-5  on  October  15. 

By  tallying  wins  over  Guelph  and  Brock  on  Sunday,  the 
Blues  were  able  to  tie  McGill  for  second  in  the  division. 
While  U  of  T  and  the  Redmen  each  notched  a  win  against 
the  other  in  head-to-head  play,  the  Blues  took  the  seed  by 
outscoring  them  18-16. 

Fastpitch  falls  in  final  inning 

Nearly  conducting  a  repeat  of  the  Ontario  Intercollegiate 
Women's  Fastpitch  Association  title,  the  Blues  fell  in  extra 
innings  to  Western  by  the  score  of  7-6  Sunday  in  Ottawa. 

The  Blues  took  a  five-run  lead  in  the  fifth  thanks  to  a 
three-run  homer  by  Karlene  Head  ley-Cooper  In  the  bot- 
tom of  the  seventh,  clutch  hitting  and  a  few  untimely  er- 
rors by  U  of  T  allowed  the  Mustangs  to  tie  it. 

After  taking  a  one-run  lead  in  the  extra  inning,  the 
Blues  could  not  hold  on  as  Western  scored  two  to  take 
the  championship. 

Baseball  triples  in  three  awards 

The  2006  baseball  awards  were  announced  this  week- 
end, and  Baseball  rounded  the  bases  as  they  won  the 
top  three  awards,  as  well  as  fielding  three  first  team  all- 
stars. 

Coach  Dan  Lang  picked  up  his  second  OUA  award 
for  Coach  of  the  Year  Last  winning  it  in  2004,  Lang  man- 
aged U  of  T  to  a  10-8  record.  The  Blues  won  their  last 
three  games,  propelling  them  to  a  third-place  finish  and 
a  berth  in  the  league  semi-final  series. 

Winning  the  OUA  for  Most  Valuable  Hitter  was  out- 
fielder Travis  Skelton.  In  18  games,  Skelton  collected  22 
hits  and  20  runs,  both  league  highs,  while  notching  14 
walks  and  12  stolen  bases.  He  also  spun  a  .380  average, 
fourth-best  in  the  league. 

On  the  mound,  Jake  Gallo  dominated  opposing  hit- 
ters, amassing  a  league-high  50  strikeouts  and  an  ERA 
of  1.18  over  53  innings. 

Joining  Gallo  and  Skelton  as  first  team  all-star  selec- 
tions was  second  baseman  Mike  Dahiroc,  who  hit  .350 
while  collecting  10  runs  and  11  stolen  bases. 

Golf  holes  in  second,  fourth  place 

As  heavy  rain  limited  the  championship  to  a  single-day, 
18-hole  event,  Danielle  Greene  captured  the  Women's 
individual  title  for  the  Blues  by  shooting  a  78  last  Tues- 
day. She  was  one  of  four  top-ten  finishes  for  the  U  of  T 
women,  who  played  for  the  OUA  title  at  St.  Catherine's. 
The  Blues  were  six  strokes  too  long  as  they  finished  sec- 
ond to  Western's  247  for  the  league  trophy. 

Jane  Jhung's  86,  and  Sarah  Devonshires's  and  Beth 
Evan's  89  helped  the  Blues  notch  the  silver  medal. 

For  the  men,  Mark  Bania  and  Sean  Gibson's  76  led  the 
team,  which  finished  fourth  overall  with  310.  Waterloo 
won  the  title  with  294  strokes. 
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The  haunting  of  U  of  T 


Ghost-hunters  roam  Trinity  at  midnight! 

//FEATURE,  p.  8 


PLUS:|)ozOTbie 
weddi^s  tlleaten  the 
definition  of  Carriage? 
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The  DOs  and  DONTs 
of  Hallowe'en   *  * 
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MORRISON  RESIDENTS 
STILL  FLOODED  OUT 
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Fall  fashion  goes  vintage  |  Marathon  mice 
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2   TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  31, 2006 


VARSITY  NEWS  news@thevarsity.ca 


HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


WestEdlrana. 
Eterator&TTY 


Your  student  centre! 


TRICK  OR  EAT 

you  aren't  too  old  to  dress  up  for  Halloween! 
Put  on  your  costume  and  go  'trick  or  treating' 
for  donations  to  the  UofT  food  bank. 
OaSlst  (Halloween  Night)  @  5:00pm 
Register  online  at  www.mealexchange.comlut 
or  at  the  Hall  Porters  Desk 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1 :30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  Expond  your  horizons;  representatives 
of  organizations  dedicated  to  international  health  and 
justice  tell  you  about  their  work. 
Drop  in  for  coffee  &  cookies,  meet  new  people  and 
find  out  how  you  can  get  involved  on  campus. 


JAZZ  @  OSCARS 

Renowned  Drummer  Gampaolo  Scatozzo  brings  his 
eleahfy'mg  fusion  trio  to  Hart  House. 
Nov.  3rd  at  9:00PM  in  the  Arbor  Room. 
Licensed  venue.  Free  concert! 


AUDITIONS 
OPEN  CASTING  CALL 

Actors  needed  for  the  upcoming  Chekhov 
Vaudeville  Performance.  Looking  for  students  to 
play  various  comedic  roles. 
For  an  audition  time  contact  Zed  at 
mukidux@sympatico.ca 


INTHEJUSTINA  M. 
BARNICKE  GALLERY 

Pierre  BlQnchetXe:Transcoding  Nature. 
Large  scale  abstract  paintings  explore  the  effects 
of  nature  on  its  surroundings,  using  vibrant  colours 
and  bold  shapes,  revealing  both  the  gigantic  and  the 
infinitesimal.  Runs  until  Nov.  1 6th. 


For  more  Hart  House 
events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 
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the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


'Hurricane  Morrison'  evacuees 
to  return  by  end  of  next  week 


Mike  Ghenu  &  Josephine  Lee 

VARSITY  STAFF  

When  Keith  Dell'Aquila  returned  to 
his  room  in  Morrison  Hall  the  Sun- 
day before  last,  he  found  his  stuff 
rearranged  and  wet. 

The  don  of  Morrison's  Lands- 
berg-Lewis  house,  Dell'Aquila  soon 
learned  that  several  sprinklers  had 
gone  off  that  weekend,  flooding  the 
bottom  three  floors  of  University 
College's  Morrison  Hall  residence, 
including  his. 

Morrison  Hall,  a  13-story  274-bed 
undergraduate  dorm,  opened  last 
fall. 

According  to  the  U  of  T  police  inci- 
dent report,  the  flood  was  unleashed 
on  the  afternoon  of  Oct.  21,  when  a 
student  broke  the  sprinkler  head  in 
their  room  by  hanging  clothes  on  it. 
Several  other  sprinklers  were  subse- 


quently set  off,  on  the  first,  second, 
and  third  floors  of  the  residence. 

Water  even  went  down  the  eleva- 
tor shafts,  damaging  some  mecha- 
nisms, and  forcing  students  to  take 
the  stairs  that  weekend. 

Twenty  rooms  were  affected,  and 
17  students  have  been  temporarily 
relocated  into  other  University  Col- 
lege residence  rooms,  according  to 
UC  dean  of  students  Nona  Robinson. 

"We  anticipate  that  at  the  very 
latest  they  should  be  back  in  their 
rooms  by  the  end  of  next  week,"  Rob- 
inson said.  She  commended  the  ef- 
forts of  porters,  dons,  and  residence 
staff  in  dealing  with  the  situation,  as 
well  as  students'  understanding. 

Students  have  formed  an  online 
support  group  of  sorts  on  Facebook, 
called  "I  Survived  Hurricane  Morri- 
son," where  they  share  photos  and 
anecdotes.  "I  didn't  realize  how  high 


the  12th  floor  was  until  the  elevators 
stopped  working,"  writes  one  mem- 
ber. 

Robinson,  however,  did  not  say 
what  would  happen  to  the  student 
who  caused  the  incident,  or  whether 
hanging  clothes  on  the  sprinkler  was 
against  the  rules. 

"We'll  probably  be  putting  up  stick- 
ers next  to  the  sprinkler  heads,"  she 
said  in  an  e-mail.  "In  the  meantime, 
dons  have  been  talking  to  students 
to  ensure  they're  aware  of  the  poten- 
tial for  setting  off  fire  safety  equip- 
ment." 

Dell'Aquila,  meanwhile,  is  still 
living  in  a  room  at  UC's  Sir  Dan's 
residence.  He  said  "donning  from  a 
distance"  is  a  new  experience,  since 
he  no  longer  has  day-to-day  interac- 
tions with  his  residents,  who  have 
been  "scattered"  across  UC's  three 
residence  buildings. 


Student  Jason  Globerman  is  selling  these  hand-made  dolls  to  raise  money  for  a  South  African  NGO  that  provides  care  to  AIDS  sufferers 

Selling  compassion  with  cute 


Adeel  Ahmad 

VARSITY  STAFF 


It's  not  being  moved  by  human  suf- 
fering that  sets  Jason  Globerman 
apart.  It's  the  fact  that  he  is  trying 
to  do  something  about  it,  by  helping 
combat  the  effects  of  AIDS  in  impov- 
erished South  Africa. 

Globerman,  a  University  of  Mani- 
toba graduate  studying  at  U  of  T,  has 
helped  raise  over  $35,000  for  South 
Africa's  Hillcrest  AIDS  Centre  as  part 
of  the  University  of  Manitoba-based 


Simunye  Initiative.  Simunye  has  no 
target  sum,  and  raises  money  entire- 
ly by  selling  small  handmade  dolls 
from  South  Africa  for  $5  apiece. 

The  Hillcrest  AIDS  Centre  is  a  non- 
profit, non-governmental  organiza- 
tion, located  in  the  KwaZulu  Natal 
province  of  South  Africa,  which 
Globerman  calls  the  South  African 
region  most  affected  by  AIDS. 
"It's  the  one  [place]  that's  in  the 
most  need,"  he  said. 

For  Globerman,  Simunye  was  "a 
way  1  can  help  at  least  one  group"  of 


Bill  Gates  did  it  -  so  can  YOU! 


Experienced  financiers  seek  innovative 
business  ideas  to  commercialize  in 
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people  who  are  suffering. 

Simunye  was  the  idea  of  fellow 
University  of  Manitoba  student  Ilan 
Schwartz,  a  native  of  South  Africa 
who  worked  at  Hillcrest.  Globerman 
has  no  personal  connection  with 
AIDS  or  South  Africa,  but  says  he  got 
involved  in  the  project  for  compas- 
sionate reasons. 

Globerman  has  struggled  to  raise 
money  since  moving  to  Toronto.  Af- 
ter raising  $35,000  in  a  year  in  Win- 
nipeg, he  has  collected  only  $1,300 
for  Simunye  after  two  months  in 
Toronto.  Part  of  the  difficulty  comes 
from  lack  of  volunteers  and  a  sup- 
port network. 

Globerman  proudly  points  out 
that  all  money  raised  by  Simunye 
is  given  to  the  Hillcrest  Centre.  Do- 
nations provide  home-based  care, 
educational  workshops,  nutrition  to 
combat  malnourishment,  and  pay 
school  fees  for  children. 

Interested  volunteers  can  visit 
Simunye's  website  at  www.littletrav- 
ellers.net.  As  of  next  week.  Global 
Aware  stores  will  carry  the  dolls  at 
locations  in  Kensington  Market  and 
on  Queen  Street  West. 
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Dirrty. 


DOS  ;  Why  not  parody  a 
celebrity  in  the  news?  At- 
tend a  party  as  the  Fed- 
erlines!  Britney  wears  a 
blonde  wig  and  a  pillow 
under  a  short  dress,  and 
for  Kevin...  just  grab  the 
dirtiest  clothes  you  can 
find.  Carrying  a  plastic 
baby  doll  upside  down 
is  optional. 

If  you're  not  into  ce- 
lebs, it's  perfectly  ac- 
ceptable to  stick  to  the 
classics.  The  National  Retail 
Federation  claims  that  the  most 
popular  costume  for  adults  in 
2006  will  be  the  witch,  followed  in 
second  place  by  the  pirate. 

DON'Ts  :  Avoid  hanging  a  leaf  off 
a  baseball  cap  in  front  of  your  face 
and  calling  yourself  a  leaf-biower, 
or  strapping  a  shoe  to  your  head 
and  wearing  pink  to  go  out  as  gum. 
Alternately,  don't  be  an  autograph 
book  by  wearing  all  white,  carry- 
ing a  marker,  and  having  friends 


sign  you  through- 
out the  evening. 
Don't  tape  a  loonie 
to  each  earlobe,  and 
tell  everyone  you're 
a  "buck-an-ear." 

Halloween  facts 

•    Halloween  was 
originally  associated 
with    the  harvest 
festival  where  eggs 
were    considered  a 
symbol  of  immortal- 
ity. Throwing  eggs  at  someone  ac- 
tually meant  wishing  them  well. 

•  In  Scotland,  "trick  or  treat"  ap- 
parently won't  get  you  very  far. 
Children  more  commonly  call  out 
"the  sky  is  blue,  the  grass  is  green, 
may  we  have  our  Halloween?" 

•  Be  thankful  if  your  trees  are 
only  filled  with  toilet  paper  in  the 
morning.  Before  indoor  plumbing, 
tipping  over  or  moving  outhouses 
was  a  popular  form  of  Halloween 
vandalism. 

-AMYSMITHERS 


Student  leaders  from  several  colleges  and  universities,  led  by  Canadian  Federation  of  Students  Ontario  chairperson  Jesse  Greener 
(right),  led  a  funeral  march  on  Queen's  Park  Monday,  to  hand  parliamentarians  a  petition  signed  by  25,000  students  demanding  a 
tuition  fee  freeze.  "Dalton  McGuinty  is  not  the  education  premier,  he's  the  education  grim  reaper,"  said  CFS  organizer  Joel  Duff. 


//NATIONAL  NEWS 


■  nil 


Impeached  student  presiclient  rejsif  ns 


More  than  700  Simon  Fraser  students  turned  out  to  a  special  general  meeting  last  Wednesday  to  impeach  their  student  union  executives.  The  simultaneous  annual  general  meeting  drew  only  50-70  people,  and  did  not  make  quorum. 


Students  at  Simon  Fraser  University  last  Wednes- 
day impeached  seven  executive  members  of  their 
student  government.  One  of  the  so-called  "G7," 
Simon  Fraser  Student  Society  president  Shawn 
Hunsdale,  has  resigned  In  the  wake  of  the  im- 
peachment scandal.  But  a  fight  has  ignited  over 
the  vote's  legitimacy 

Hunsdale  said  he  left  to  simplify  the  difficult 
situation  faced  by  SFSS.  The  body  has  had  their 
bank  account  frozen,  and  the  board  of  directors 
circulated  an  internal  memo  whose  Instructions 
effectively  bottleneck  communications  with  SFSS 
to  members  of  the  G7. 

Students  for  a  Democratic  University,  the  group 
behind  the  Impeachment  campaign,  is  readying 
for  a  legal  challenge  to  the  impeachment  vote, 
which  SFSS  lawyer  Don  Crane  said  was  held  under 
improper  circumstances. 

The  meeting  that  hosted  the  vote  was  planned 
at  a  Sept.  27  meeting  that,  according  to  Crane 
"was  not  convened  In  accordance  with  the  [SFSS] 
bylaws,  and  was  nothing  more  than  an  informal 


meeting  of  certain  members  of  Forum,  with  no 
legal  authority" 

Other  members  of  the  G7  complained  about 
how  the  Impeachment  vote  was  held.  SFSS  Exter- 
nal Relations  Officer  Margo  Dunnet,  Impeached  at 
the  possibly-Invalid  meeting,  had  harsh  words  for 
the  vote's  organizers. 

"To  me,  the  [meeting  where  the  vote  was  held] 
was  a  demonstration  that  particular  graduate 
students  had  done  a  very  effective  job  of  riling  up 
students,"  she  said  pointedly  SDU  was  founded 
mainly  by  graduate  students  who  were  at  the  unl- 
versltythls  summer  when,  In  a  highly  controversial 
move,  SFSS  fired  26-year  veteran  Hattle  Altken. 

Dunnet  resented  the  G7  being  given  only  three 
minutes  to  present  their  case  before  the  Impeach- 
ment vote.  However,  SDU  organizer  Titus  Gregory 
defended  the  meeting's  overall  format,  noting  that 
opponents  of  the  Impeachment  campaign  had 
tried  to  derail  the  meeting  with  stalling  tactics 
and  filibusters. 
-ANDRE  BOVEE-BEGUN 


Appeal  thought  possible  in  lawsuit  over  CFS  referendum 
'yes'  vote  at  the  University  of  Saskatchewan 


Last  month.  The  Varsity  reported  that  a  Sas- 
katchewan judge  had  ruled  the  results  of  a 
student  union  referendum  to  join  the  Canadian 
Federation  of  Students  (CFS)  invalid,  since  the 
U  of  S  student  union  executives  had  disregarded 
the  recommendations  of  its  own  elections  board 
to  re-run  the  vote. 

The  Varsity  has  now  learned  that  CFS  and  the 
University  of  Saskatchewan  Students'  Union, 
joint  defendants  In  the  case,  are  considering 
launching  an  appeal. 

Last  week,  the  USSU  executive  commit- 
tee voted  to  appeal  the  case  "pending  the  CFS 
launching  an  appeal  and  allowing  us  to  piggy- 
back on  their  case,"  a  USSU  Insider  wrote  on 
their  personal  blog. 


"We're  waiting  on  an  opinion  from  our  legal 
council,"  said  CFS  national  treasurer  David 
Hare. 

The  rub  Is  it  will  cost  USSU  $5,500  to  launch 
the  appeal,  and  the  union  already  owes  CFS 
$160,000  In  federation  back  fees,  since,  as  the 
CFS's  Hare  puts  It,  "It's  our  position  that  they're 
a  member  of  the  federation,"  since  CFS  endorsed 
the  result  of  last  fall's  contested  referendum. 

Joey  Coleman,  a  commentator  on  Canadian 
campus  politics  at  the  University  of  Manitoba 
who  Is  critical  of  CFS,  said  that  "the  more  CFS 
appeals  this  the  more  students  get  frustrated 
with  the  process,  and  feel  that  money  is  being 
wasted." 
-MIKE  GHENU 


Learn  liow  at  our 

Information  Night  for  Prospective  Students 
Wednesday  November  8,  7-8:30pm 

Faculty  of  Information  Studies  •  140  St.  George  Street, Toronto 

Get  the  scoop  on  life  at  FiS 

Meet  faculty  and  staff  (then  get  the  real  deal  from  students  and  alums) 
Explore  our  Masters  and  PhD  programs  in: 

•  Library  and  Information  Science,  Book  History.  Communication  and  Culture 

•  Archives  and  Records  Management 

•  Information  Systems,  Knowledge  Media  Design.  Knowledge  Management 

•  Museum  Studies,  and  more 

Find  out  what  it  takes 

•  Admission  requirements,  scholarships  and  financial  aid 

•  Important  application  dates  and  deadlines 


To  RSVP 

call  416-978-3234 

or  email  rsvp@fis.utoronto.ca 


wNAw.fis.utoronto.ca 


faculty 

information  studies 
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^  "Cheapest  &  Best  ^ 
Student  Bar  in  Toronto" 

student  Travel  Guide,  London,  UK 
March  2000 


Wstpo 


422 


422  College  St,  E  of  Bathurst 
Open  4pm  to  2am  everyday 


Vi  Price  4pm  to  9pm  everyday 
All  day  Wednesdays  Sunday 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


//  HOUSTON,  WE  HAVE  A  PROBLEM 


•  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

•  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

•  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

•  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

•  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

•  Free  Repeat  Policy 

•  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

www.oxforclseiiiinars,coin! 


ROGERS 

Your  World  Right  Now 


J 


flop  10 

RealTrax"*  ring  tunes 

Week  of  October  23  ^ 

1.  Chain  Hang  Low  (Kids) 

-  JIbbs 

2.  i  Know  You  See  It  (A  Cappella) 

-  Yung  Joe 

3.  Lips  of  an  Angel 

-  Hinder  ' 

4.  Money  In  The  Bank  ^ 

-  ur  Scrappy 

5.  Money  Maker  (Pharrell  Chorus) 

-  Ludacris  (feat  Pharrellf 

6.  My  Love 

-  Justin  Timberlake 

7.  Ring  the  Alarm 

-  Beyonce 

8.  Sexy  Back 

-  Justin  Vmberlake 

9.  Shoulder  Lean  (feat.  Tl.) 

-  Young  Dro 

10.  Smack  That 

■  Akon 

Text  'PLAY'  to  4800  on  yow  flogen  mretess 
pho*  to  Awwioad  your  favoufite  ring  tunes  today 


Enter  to  WIN  a  trip  to  the  2006 
Bilboard*  Music  Awards  in  Las  Vegas! 

.  Text  BILLBOARD  to  555  on  your 
phone  to  get  started! 

^  i  V.«d  Mob*  twMtn  StpMw  1 ;  M  Ocnto 

Brought  to  you  by  Rogers  Wireless. 


Churchill's 
challenge 

Controversial  American 
academic  liarangues  conference 


Ben  Spurr 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


In  the  world  of  academia,  there  is  likely  no  more 
controversial  figure  than  American  professor 
Ward  Churchill.  Depending  on  whom  you  listen  to, 
he  is  either  a  dedicated  scholar  speaking  truth  to 
those  in  power  and  being  persecuted  for  his  activ- 
ism, or  a  fraud  who  has  spent  decades  fabricating 
research  and  lying  to  the  public. 

But  even  though  the  university  he  has  taught  at 
for  the  past  15  years  is  in  the  process  of  dismiss- 
ing him  on  grounds  of  academic  misconduct,  hun- 
dreds of  supporters  were  on  hand  this  Saturday 
to  hear  Churchill's  radical  views  at  New  College's 
Conference  on  Racism  and  National  Conscious- 
ness. 

In  a  two-hour  address  that  veered  off  on  many 
tangents,  Churchill,  a  professor  of  ethnic  stud- 
ies at  at  University  of  Colorado  at  Boulder,  railed 
against  everything  from  his  own  critics  to  Canadi- 
an policy  towards  natives,  to  contemporary  North 
American  society,  which  he  likened  to  "a  plastic 
dome  they  place  over  your  head." 

He  told  his  audience  that  Western  society  is 
characterized  by  "abject  ignorance"  and  con- 
demned those  who  turn  a  blind  eye  to  the  crimes 
committed  by  government,  which  he  said  include 
genocide  against  indigenous  peoples  and  the  mur- 
der of  Middle  Eastern  Muslims. 

"The  most  dangerous  act  that  can  be  under- 
taken in  this  society  is  critical  thinking,  no  matter 
how  much  people  talk  about  terrorism,"  he  said. 

Churchill  also  repeated  inflammatory  remarks 
first  made  in  an  essay  published  shortly  after  the 
attacks  of  Sept.  11,  2001.  In  it  he  claimed  the  at- 
tacks were  a  justified  response  to  American  for- 
eign policy,  and  that  the  victims  were  complicit  in 
violent  American  actions  overseas  and  therefore 
were  not  innocent.  Referring  to  one  of  the  archi- 
tects of  the  Nazi  genocide,  he  called  those  who 
died  "little  [Adolf]  Eichmanns,"  which  drew  inter- 
national attention  and  outrage. 

At  New  College  Churchill  defended  his  choice  of 
words.  "I  don't  call  anybody  anything,"  he  said.  "I 
put  the  term  out  there  with  the  definition,  and  if 
the  shoe  fits,  well..." 

An  investigation  by  the  administration  of  CU- 
Boulder  has  determined  that  although  his  state- 
ments on  9/11  were  protected  by  free  speech 
legislation,  he  had  committed  five  counts  of  mis- 
conduct, including  plagiarism,  in  earlier  work  on 
American  history.  In  June  the  chancellor  of  the 
university  officially  issued  a  statement  of  intent  to 
fire  Churchill,  despite  the  tenure  he  holds. 

But  on  Saturday  Churchill,  who  has  appealed 


Canadian  astronaut  Chris  Hadfield  showcases  Canada's  latest  contribution  to  space  exploration  at  Convocation 
Hall  on  Saturday.  Hadfield  has  been  to  space  twice.  "The  dinosaurs  went  extinct  because  they  didn't  have  a  space 
program"  to  defend  them  from  asteroids,  he  said.  "They  just  looked  from  their  vegetables  one  day  and  WHAM!" 


his  dismissal,  said  that  efforts  to  fire  him  amount 
to  persecution.  He  pointed  to  the  case  of  Allen 
Weinstein,  a  historian  who  despite  being  accused 
of  plagiarism  was  appointed  the  U.S.  national  ar- 
chivist in  2005.  Churchill  said  that  Weinstein  has 
escaped  punishment  by  the  academic  establish- 
ment because  he  holds  right-wing  views. 

"I'm  an  academic  fraud,  and  these  [conserva- 
tive] guys  get  promoted,"  Churchill  joked. 


For  all  his  rhetoric  about  critical  thinking, 
however,  Churchill  was  loath  to  entertain  alter- 
native viewpoints  on  Saturday.  When  The  Varsity 
asked  about  his  support  for  the  9/11  hijackers, 
he  responded  angrily  by  repeatedly  demanding 
"How  do  you  respond  to  people  killing  your  chil- 
dren?", a  reference  to  the  500,000  Iraqi  children 
believed  to  have  died  under  U.S.-led  sanctions 
during  the  90s. 


Two  takes  on  technology 


Jane  Bao  

Authors  Herve  Fischer  and  Jason  Lo- 
gan promoted  their  books  on  tech- 
nology at  Hart  House  last  Thursday, 
as  part  of  the  University  of  Toronto 
Bookstores'  reading  series. 

Multimedia  artist  and  philosopher 
Fischer  talked  about  Digital  Shock: 
Confronting  the  New  Reality,  which 
examines  the  relationship  between 
human  beings  and  digital  technol- 
ogy. 

Fischer  introduced  himself  as  two 
times  an  immigrant:  once  to  Canada 
and  once  to  the  cyber  world.  He 
compared  the  digital  era  to  another 
significant  period  in  human  his- 
tory, the  "age  of  fire,"  and  stressed 
the  need  for  a  new  way  of  thinking. 
Fischer  believes  that  humankind, 
confronted  by  an  ever-increasing 
world,  needs  to  switch  from  "linear 


thinking"  to  "arabesque  thinking." 

Whereas  linear  thinking  follows 
the  principle  of  causality,  arabesque 
thinking  would  be  modelled  after 
hyperlinks  and  would  involve  con- 
ceptual leaps  and  dancing. 

"There  is  the  temptation  to  jump 
like  a  kangaroo,  back,  forth,  every- 
where," 

Fischer  stressed  that  "Technology 
is  not  an  enemy  for  humanity  or  hu- 
manism...Technology  is  not  good  or 
bad  in  itself — humans  make  it  good 
or  bad,  usually  both."  Despite  this 
declaration,  however,  he  seemed 
worried  about  the  future  of  human- 
kind. Fischer  compared  the  progress 
of  humanity's  wisdom  with  our  tech- 
nological progress,  and  found  we 
came  up  short  in  the  first  category. 
Fischer  added  that  people  use  digi- 
tal technology  to  escape  reality  and 
experience  euphoria  without  resis- 


tance, citing  iPods  as  an  example. 

"Inventions  are  increasing  expo- 
nentially with  the  digital  age,"  he 
said.  "It's  getting  out  of  control,  fast- 
er than  our  consciousness,  faster 
than  our  wisdom.  We  are  heading 
into  catastrophe  if  we  don't  have  a 
mutation  of  brain." 

In  contrast  to  the  structured  dis- 
course of  the  grey-haired  Fischer, 
illustrator  Jason  Logan's  presenta- 
tion of  iGeneration  took  a  lighter  and 
more  anecdotal  approach.  Logan 
explained  that  he  wanted  to  exam- 
ine "people  who  always  knew  and 
expected  instantaneous  communi- 
cation," and  read  from  his  book  of 
what-if  lists,  illustrations  and  mus- 
ings. 

Consulting  notes  written  on  an  en- 
velope, Logan  then  guided  the  audi- 
ence through  his  process  of  "dumb 
research."  Logan  said  he  hovers 


around  people  that  seem  the  right 
age  to  him  in  the  subway  or  coffee 
shops  and  notes  how  they  talk  about 
the  digital  world.  Instead  of  ignoring 
spam  mail,  Logan  reads  it  and  visits 
the  suggested  sites.  He  also  explores 
weblogs  and  websites,  following  hy- 
perlinks to  see  where  they  lead. 

Logan  stumbled  onto  Statisti- 
cally Improbable  Phrases  on  Ama- 
zon.com, where  computers  comb 
scanned  texts  to  identify  combina- 
tions of  words  that  are  statistically 
unlikely  to  occur. 

"I  found  it  an  interesting  and  ac- 
tually kind  of  poetic  way  of  look- 
ing up  information,  to  look  at  some 
book  that  you  liked,  find  out  what 
its  statistically  improbable  phrases 
[were],  how  [those  phrases]  link 
to  other  books,  which  makes  com- 
pletely unrelated  books  somehow 
have  a  word  connection." 
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University  of  Toronto  Peace  Weei< 


October  23  to  November  31 
First  Floor,  Robarts  Library,  130  St.  George  Street 
Reality  Check  Photo  Exhibition  by  GlobalAware 


Sunday,  November  5 

7:00-9:30  pm: 

Great  Hall,  Hart  House,  7  Hart  House  Circle, 

St.  George  campus  (downtown) 

Peace  Prayer  Concert  Event 

Opening  prayer  and  drumming  performance 

by  Medicine  Song  Woman,  Brenda  Macintyre 

Peace  Concert  with  the  Celebrate  Peace  Tour 

featuring  Snatam  Kaur  -  free 

Monday,  November  6 

Noon  -  2:00  pm:  East  Common  Room,  Hart 
House,  7  Hart  House  Circle,  St.  George  campus 
(downtown) 

Film  screening  &  Discussion  with  Refreshments: 
"Feminine  Breeze"  (Germany/Iran,  37  minutes, 
2005,  Antje  Beyen,  director)  -  free 

7:30  -  9:30  pm: 

Great  Hall,  Hart  House,  7  Hart  House  Circle, 
St.  George  campus  (downtown) 
Presentation  by  Ursula  Franklin,  Physicist, 
Companion  of  the  Order  of  Canada 
"Peace  and  the  Academic  Community"  -  free 

Tuesday,  November  7 

Noon  -  2:00  pm:  East  Common  Room, 

Hart  House,  7  Hart  House  Circle, 

St.  George  campus  (downtown) 

Film  screening  &  Discussion  with  Refreshments: 

"Balloonhat"  (USA,  2004,  88  minutes, 

AG  Vermouth,  director)  -  free 

East  Common  Room  -  Hart  House 

7:30  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m. 

East  Common  Room,  Hart  House,  7  Hart  House 
Circle,  St.  George  campus  (downtown) 
Presentation  by  Todd  Lester  form  freeDimensional. 
org  and  MIchela  Calabrese  on  the  Interrupcion 
Campaign  for  Responsible  Consumption,  NYC 
"Interrupting  the  Cycle  of  Suppression  - 
Revolutionary  Community*  by  means  of  Socially 
Responsible  Participation,  Work,  Consumption 
and  Investment"  -  free 


Wednesday,  November  8 

10:00  am  -  2:00  pm: 

Great  Hall,  Hart  House,  7  Hart  House  Circle, 
St.  George  campus  (downtown)  Peace  Week 
Networking  Fair  and  $5  Lunch 

7:30  -  9:30  pm:  Great  Hall,  Hart  House, 
7  Hart  House  Circle,  St.  George  campus 
(downtown)  Presentation  by  Jim  Loney, 
Christian  Peacemaker  Teams,  Former  Hostage  in  Iraq 
"Re-Imagining  Security"  -  free 

Events  at  UTSC,  University  of  Toronto  at  Scartx)rough 

5:00  -  7:00  pm:  Scotia  Bank  Clubs  Room  (SL  234)  in 
the  Student  Centre,  1265  Military  Trail,  Presentation 
by  Henry  Wai  and  John  Stevens,  Compassionate 
Communication  Trainers  "CONFLICT  IMPROV  -  You 
name  the  conflict;  we  play  with  transfomriing  it"  -  free 

7:30  -  9:00  pm:  Science  Wing  (S  309), 
1265  Military  Trail 

Adrian  Bradbury,  Founder  &  Executive  Director  of 
Athletes  for  Africa  &  GuluWalk 
"Our  Responsibility  to  Protect"  -  free 

Thursday,  November  9 

Noon  -  2:00  pm:  East  Common  Room,  Hart  House,  7 
Hart  House  Circle,  St.  George  campus  (downtown) 
Rim  screening  &  Discussion  with  Refreshments: 
"Uganda  Rising"  (Canada,  2006, 80  min.  Directed  by 
Jesse  James  Miller  and  Pete  McCormack)  -  free 

7:30  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m. 

East  Common  Room,  Hart  House,  7  Hart  House 

Circle,  St.  George  campus  (downtown) 

Yoga  and  Meditation  Workshop  with  Guru  Fatha 

Singh,  Peace  Week  Founder 

"Peace  of  Body,  Peace  of  Mind,  Peace  of  the 

World"  -  by  donation 

Events  at  UTM,  University  of  Toronto  at 
Mississauga 

6:00  -  8:00  pm:  Presentation  Room, 


Student  Centre,  3359  Mississauga  Rd.  North 
Presentation  by  Elizabeth  May,  Leader  of  the 
Green  Party  of  Canada 

"Peace  is  more  than  the  absence  of  war  ...Making 
Peace  a  Priority."  -  free 

Friday,  November  10 

10:30  -  Noon:  Soldiers'  Tower,  Hart  House, 
Outdoor  Remembrance  Day  Ceremony 

7:30  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m. 

East  Common  Room,  Hart  House,  7  Hart  House 
Circle,  St.  George  campus  (downtown)  Presentation 
by  Omeyele  Sowore,  Former  Student  Activist  and 
Torture  Survivor 

"A  Call  for  Peace:  The  Non-Violent  Struggle  for 
Human  Rights  and  Justice  in  Nigeria"  -  free 

Saturday,  November  11  (REMEMBRANCE  DAY) 

7:00  -  Midnight:  Great  Hall,  Hart  House,  7  Hart  House 
Cirlce,  St.  George  campus  (downtown) 
War  Child  Benefit  Concert  admission 
(probably  around  $12) 
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Blame  it  on  the  zombies 


Omid  Tavakoli 


Now,  1  know  that  my  views  may  come 
off  as  extreme,  especially  to  you  "lefto- 
crats"  out  there,  but  I'm  not  afraid  to 
say  this.  I  am  plain  sick  of  zombies! 
I'm  sick  of  how  they're  flooding  our 
country  by  staggering  in  very,  very 
slowly  every  day.  I'm  sick  of  how  they 
crash  senior  formals  and  cockblock 
us  by  eating  our  dates.  Not  cool,  man! 
She  said  she  wanted  to  rent  a  room! 

I  wasn't  always  like  this.  1  used  to 
be  pretty  open-minded.  Hell,  my  first- 
year  roommate  was  a  zombie,  and 
I  was  fine  with  that.  We  even  had  a 


good  system  going:  he  let  me  keep 
a  dog,  and  I  covered  for  him  when- 
ever that  shotgun-wielding  redneck 
showed  up.  Soon  enough  though,  I 
learned  what  these  people  were  re- 
ally like — bringing  home  women  at 
all  hours  of  the  night  and  expecting 
me  to  throw  away  the  inedible  parts 
the  next  day.  And  when  it  came  time 
to  collect  his  half  of  the  rent,  it  was 
always  the  same  excuses:  "blargh..." 
and  "muargh..."  and  bloody  projec- 
tile vomiting. 

You  know  what  the  worst  part  is? 
They  recruit.  Sure,  the  "scientific 
community"  says  that  nobody  choos- 


es to  be  a  zombie,  and  people  just 
reanimate  because  of  that  strange  vi- 
rus in  the  atmosphere.  Well,  my  high 
school  buddy  was  as  normal  as  you 
or  I.  One  month  at  that  summer  camp 
near  the  ancient  native  burial  ground 
and  he  comes  back  a  totally  changed 
person.  Before  he  was  all  about  Halo, 
and  now  all  he  cares  about  is  brains. 
Brains  and  finishing  co-op. 

I  bet  some  of  you  "hippieberals"  are 
foaming  at  the  mouth  right  now,  what 
with  me  saying  "zombie"  instead  of 
the  politically  correct  "living  dead." 
Well,  they  don't  deserve  courtesy! 
These  hell's  rejects  walk  around  like 


they  own  the  place,  taking  away  the 
jobs  of  eating  human  flesh  from  hard- 
working, living  Canadians.  What's 
next,  letting  them  get  married?  Ha! 
Not  in  my  country! 

But  you  know  what  really  burns  my 
biscuits?  It's  you  appeasers  out  there 
giving  aid  and  comfort  to  our  zombie 
enemies.  I  can  proudly  say  that  1  sup- 
ported our  various  biker  gangs  going 
into  rural  cities  and  wiping  out  the 
zombie  problem.  Sure,  the  only  rea- 
son why  there  are  zombies  there  now 
is  due  to  the  indiscriminate  shooting 
of  the  living,  but  that's  irrelevant. 
They  are  fighting  zombies  there  so 


that  we  don't  have  to  fight  them  here, 
and  anybody  who  disagrees  is  a  cow- 
ard. 

I  implore  my  fellow  Canadians  to 
stop  listening  to  the  liberal  media 
and  open  your  eyes.  For  as  1  sit  here, 
trapped  inside  a  shopping  mall  sur- 
rounded by  zombies,  along  with  my 
companions  (the  hot  female  pro- 
tagonist, the  hot  girl  who's  kind  of  a 
bitch,  the  headstrong  security  guard 
who's  definitely  going  to  die,  and  Ving 
Rhames),  my  mind  is  plagued  with 
one  terrible  thought:  The  abandoned 
Tim  Hortons  I'm  raiding  is  out  of  iced 
cap  mix. 


State  of  the  unions 


The  Blue  Man  Group  ran  afoul  of  the  powerful  teachers'  union. 


LETTERS 


Kim  the  bully 


Raising  their 


Alan  F.  Campbell  

For  a  bunch  of  painted  bald  guys, 
the  Blue  Man  Group  has  sure  been 
causing  a  lot  of  ruckus  on  the  Cana- 
dian labour  scene. 

Upon  opening  in  Toronto,  the 
group  faced  criticism  over  their 
employment  practices.  They  re- 
fused to  negotiate  labour  rules 
with  either  the  Canadian  Actors' 
Equity  Association  or  the  Toronto 
Musicians'  Association.  It  was  not 
the  first  time  the  Blue  Man  Group 
had  grappled  with  unions:  they 
also  faced  considerable  opposition 
from  labour  groups  in  Las  Vegas. 

Equity  and  the  TMA  managed  to 
convince  some  powerful  allies  to 
boycott  the  Blue  Man  Group,  the 
most  powerful  being  the  Ontario 
Teachers'  Federation,  who  prevent- 
ed the  group  from  performing  at 
any  public  schools  in  Ontario.  The 
boycott  was  effective,  and  the  Blue 
Man  Group  will  be  making  an  early 
departure  in  January  2007,  in  part 
due  to  the  lack  of  school  sales. 

This  episode  shows  the  impres- 
sive power  of  labour  unions  in 
Ontario,  particularly  in  Toronto. 
Many  Canadians  see  unionized  la- 
bour as  a  core  institution.  But  how 
far  should  union  power  extend? 

When  considering  powerful 
unions,  the  one  that  immediate- 
ly comes  to  mind  is  the  Ontario 
Teachers'  Federation.  Most  Ontar- 
ians  will  remember  the  1997  walk- 
out over  the  Harris  governments' 
education  reforms.  The  OTF  is  also 
a  partner  of  the  Ontario  Teachers' 
Pension  Plan,  a  corporation  over- 
seeing the  investment  of  teach- 
ers' pension  funds.  The  OTPP  has 


grown  into  one  of  the  largest  in- 
vestors in  Canada — it  owns  major- 
ity shares  in  Cadillac  Fairview  and 
both  the  Maple  Leafs  and  Raptors, 
and  in  2005  the  union  reported  net 
assets  of  $96.1  billion. 

Unions  are  traditionally  formed 
to  protect  blue-collar  workers.  But 
a  union  with  partners  as  wealthy 
as  the  OTPP  can  cause  its  working- 
class  members  to  feel  alienated.  It 
is  no  surprise,  then,  that  the  OTP's 
actions  are  consistently  criticized 
and  sneered  at  by  such  working- 
class  institutions  as  the  Toronto 
Sun.  The  OTF,  not  unlike  other  pow- 
erful unions  such  as  the  Canadian 
Auto  Workers,  is  struggling  with 
an  image  problem.  The  immense 
amount  of  money  involved  in  the 
OTF  puts  it  at  odds  with  the  idea  of 
unions  as  institutions  standing  up 
for  the  little  people. 


Refusals  to  negotiate  are  also 
tarnishing  the  image  of  unions, 
particularly  those  in  the  public 
sector.  Just  this  May,  TTC  workers 
represented  by  the  Amalgamated 
Transit  Union  walked  off  the  job, 
causing  chaos  during  the  morn- 
ing rush.  Although  the  union  cited 
reasonable  safety  concerns,  many 
observers  criticized  the  methods 
used  to  draw  attention  to  the  prob- 
lems. 

Mayor  David  Miller  claimed  that 
the  union  had  not  used  the  normal 
process  of  filing  a  grievance  and 
then  negotiating  with  employers. 
The  inflexible  position  of  the  tran- 
sit union  has  led  many  people  to 
question  its  motives.  When  an  in- 
dustry such  as  transit  or  education 
is  subsidized  by  tax  dollars,  the 

SEE 'BLUE' -ON  NEXT  PAGE 


Re:  License  to  il,  Oct.  19 

In  an  age  where  sovereignty  is  con- 
stantly invoked  by  authoritarian  re- 
gimes to  justify  non-intervention  by 
the  world  in  the  face  of  human  rights 
violations  and  genocidal  actions, 
it's  a  little  shocking  to  find  a  student 
from  such  an  intellectually  stimulat- 
ing university  doing  the  dirty  work 
for  them.  Sovereignty,  as  the  UN  has 
clarified,  entails  not  a  right  to  rule  in 
whatever  heinous  fashion,  but  a  "re- 
sponsibility to  protect"  the  citizenry 
of  one's  own  state.  Kim  Jong-il  has 
run  North  Korea  into  mass  starva- 
tion and  deprivation,  rendered  every 
person  a  property  of  the  state,  and 
created  a  highly-policed  society  that 
regularly  employs  torture  against 
dissidents. 

Even  ignoring  the  perfectly  legiti- 
mate security  worries  in  the  tense 
Asian  region,  the  statement  that 
Kim  is  entitled  to  a  highly  danger- 
ous weapon  that  further  entrenches 
his  military  power  and  augments 
his  ability  to  misrule  is  an  outrage 
on  moral  grounds  alone.  The  North 
Korean  people  are  tired  of  being  en- 
slaved, poor,  hungry,  and  tortured. 
Taking  legalisms  outside  of  context 
won't  justify  the  continuation  of  such 
suffering. 

Joshua  Xiong 

Bao's  fan  club 

Re:  Fixing  Toronto's  trash 
dilemma,  Oct.  19 

Kudos  to  Jane  Bao  for  a  well-written 
piece. 

Mary  Thring 


voices 

Some  of  us  have  observed  a  pattern 
that  seems  to  repeat  itself  from  cen- 
tury to  century.  Words  of  shock  and 
•remembrance  are  spread  across 
countries,  but  only  after  millions 
have  been  killed.  The  20th  century 
opened  with  the  mass  murder  of 
the  Armenians,  which  was  followed 
by  the  Holocaust  and  the  Bosnian, 
Albanian,  and  Cambodian  geno- 
cides. We  closed  the  last  century 
with  Rwanda  and  are  opening  the 
21st  century  with  half  a  million 
deaths  already  in  Darfur.  Maybe 
ten  years  later  we  will  add  another 
name  and  another  number  to  our 
list  of  genocides  and  talk  about  the 
horrors  that  no  one  stopped. 

But  why  wait  until  then,  and  not 
attempt  something  now?  During  the 
week  of  November  1,  a  number  of  U 
of  T  student  groups  will  be  holding 
events  and  discussion  panels  ad- 
dressing the  issue  of  genocide.  On 
November  9  we  will  hold  an  action 
day  to  voice  our  opinion  about  the 
events  occurring  in  Darfur.  Let  us 
remind  you  of  some  of  the  horrors 
of  the  last  century.  Listen,  remem- 
ber, and  most  of  all,  act.  It  is  not  too 
late  yet.  The  schedule  of  events  for 
Holocaust  and  Genocide  Aware- 
ness Week  can  be  found  at  www. 
awarenessweek.com. 

Arusyak  Karapetyan 
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Injection  sites  for  sore  eyes? 


Thus  far,  Vdncouuer  is  the  only  Canadi- 
an city  that  has  implemented  a  federal 
program  to  open  safe  injection  sites 
in  its  notoriously  heroin-infested  east 
end.  The  program  has  been  successful 
in  getting  addicts  off  the  streets,  due 
in  part  to  a  government-approved  am- 
nesty from  drug-related  prosecution 
for  users  and  care-givers  alike,  though 
whether  the  sites  have  led  to  reduced 
drug  use  is  open  to  debate. 

Toronto  has  mulled  over  the  idea 
of  safe  injection  sites  at  various  times 
over  the  last  five  years,  but  with  the 
city's  drug  problem  nowhere  near  as 
bad  as  Vancouver's,  and  with  the  lack 
of  a  central  neighbourhood  known  for 
overt  heroin  use,  the  program  has  nev- 
er been  implemented  here.  David  Mill- 
er has  never  formally  endorsed  the  ap- 
proach, though  he  does  favour  "harm 
reduction"  as  one  of  the  four  pillars  of 
the  strategy  to  combat  drugs.  Though 
she  has  not  commented  publicly  on  the 
issue,  it  is  unlikely  that  Jane  Pitfield 
would  support  a  service  that  caters  to 
the  homeless  on  the  streets. 

Empirical  evidence  from  the  West 
Coast  is  maldng  it  increasingly  diffi- 
cult for  those  opposed  to  safe-injection 
sites  to  maintain  their  scientific  footing. 
A  study  conducted  by  UBC  last  year  in- 
dicates that  Vancouver's  program  has 
caused  a  significant  reduction  in  sy- 
ringe-sharing, which  is  the  main  source 
of  HIV  and  Hepatitis  C  infection  among  . 
intravenous  drug  users. 

Safe  injection  sites  foster  contact  be- 
tween addicts  and  health  care  workers 
who  can  provide  addiction  counseling 
and  treatment  referrals.  Added  to  this 
is  the  mitigating  effect  use  of  the  sites 
has  on  the  marginalization  of  users,  a 
factor  that  has  been  identified  in  stud- 
ies as  significantly  contributing  to  the 
cycle  of  addiction. 

Without  robust  scientific  support  for 
their  position,  those  opposed  to  safe 
injection  sites  cling  desperately  to  out- 
dated, erroneous  assumptions  about 
substance  abuse.  They  continue  to  tout 
criminalization  and  abstinence-based 
treatment  as  the  most  effective  tools 
for  fighting  the  "war  on  drugs,"  despite 
overwhelming  evidence  to  the  contrary. 
Indeed,  the  creation  of  a  black  market 
drug  trade  responsible  for  many  of  the 
social  ills  associated  with  addiction, 
such  as  violent  crime,  poverty,  and  the 
transmission  of  HIV  can  be  attributed 


Canada  Law  from 
Abroad 

L.L.B.  Degrees 

The  International 
Education  Bridge  to  top 
tier  U.K.  Law  Schools 

No  Prior  Degree  for 
Three-year  L.L.B.  - 
Two  year  advanced 
L.L.B.  for  graduates 
No  LSAT  -  No  LNAT 

Check  it  out! 
Register 

for  an  information  session  - 
Events  &  Happenings  page 

www.canadalawfromabroad.com 


to  these  misguided  policies. 

These  assumptions  merely  cloak  a 
racist,  class-based  view  of  intravenous 
drug  use.  It  is  no  secret  that  the  major- 
ity of  addicts  hail  from  disadvantaged 
segments  of  the  population,  and  that  a 
disproportionate  number  of  users  are 
Aboriginal. 

A  drug  policy  that  emphasizes  crimi- 
nalization and  outdated  treatments 
does  little  to  address  the  pathology  of 
addiction,  and  instead  works  to  rein- 
force the  status  quo.  Conversely,  ap- 
proaches aimed  at  reducing  the  harm 
associated  with  drug  use  may  help  to 
alleviate  pre-existing  social  disadvan- 
tages by  giiving  addicts  a  much-needed 
sense  of  dignity. 

-ANJISAMARASEKERA 

By  refusing  to  provide  Canadian 
drug  addicts  with  government 
resources,  we  are  in  effect  turning  our 
back  on  some  of  society's  most  vulner- 
able people.  It's  about  time  we  stop 
treating  substance  abusers  as  though 
they  were  second-class  citizens.  There 
are  alarming  rates  of  death  and  con- 
traction of  HIV/AIDS  amongst  drug  us- 
ers across  Canada,  and  regardless  of 
their  lifestyle  they  too  are  entitled  to 
health  care  and  compassion. 

Safe  injection  sites  would  not  pro- 
mote drug  use.  Rather,  they  would  help 
reduce  the  rate  of  infection  and  provide 
resources  for  Toronto's  addicted.  At  the 
proposed  clinics,  there  would  be  sale 
needle  exchange  programs  in  which 
medical  professionals  could  monitor 
the  injection  of  intravenous  drugs  and 
be  on  hand  in  case  any  complications 
occurred. 

Vancouver  health  officials  have  re- 
ported that  since  their  initiation  in 
2003,  the  safe  injection  sites  boast  a 
zero  overdose  rate. 

In  a  July  2006  letter,  the  Canadian 
HIV/AIDS  Legal  Network  claimed  that 
shutting  down  already  existing  Cana- 
dian sites  would  be  "a  huge  step  back- 
wards in  Canada's  response  to  HIV/ 


Demonstrators  show  their  support  for  Vancouver's  Insite  safe  injection  site  program. 


AIDS."  Moreover,  a  recent  report  in  the 
New  England  Journal  of  Medicine  stat- 
ed that  drug  users  who  frequent  such 
clinics  are  more  likely  to  get  into  detox. 

Injection  sites  will  be  able  to  provide 
life-saving  services  and  support  for  To- 
ronto's most  at-risk  population — home- 
less drug  users.  Without  safe  injection 
sites,  the  homeless  use  dirty,  infected 
needles  and  resort  to  shooting  up  in 
back  alleyways,  abandoned  parking 
lots,  and,  what's  worse,  schoolyards. 
Why  unnecessarily  expose  our  chil- 
dren to  the  problems  of  drug  use  when 
the  solution  is  so  simple  and  effective? 

-AISHAANSARI 

On  the  surface,  safe  injection  sites 
seem  loaded  with  benefits.  They 
provide  intravenous  drug  users  with  a 
place  to  inject  their  drugs  under  super- 
vision by  clinical  staff.  They  decrease 
HIV  rates  and  clean  up  the  streets. 
They  reduce  the  drug  problem  and  lead 
to  happier,  healthier  communities. 

Unfortunately,  the  reality  is  not  so 
rosy.  While  proponents  of  safe  injec- 
tion sites  often  cite  encouraging  data 
from  Vancouver's  Insite,  North  Ameri- 
ca's only  legal  safe  injection  site,  not  all 
the  results  have  been  positive.  Several 
studies  have  shown  that  most  users  do 
not  visit  the  site  each  time  they  require 
their  drug  fix.  They  may  go  when  it  is 
convenient  for  them,  but  they  would  be 
just  as  likely  to  inject  their  drugs  (likely 
with  dirty  needles)  on  the  street  if  they 
are  not  near  the  facility.  Having  addicts 
casually  frequent  the  safe  injection  site 
while  continuing  to  inject  drugs  else- 
where is  clearly  counterproductive  and 
translates  into  a  waste  of  government 
resources. 
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It  also  must  be  noted  that  Vancouver 
is  sometimes  notoriously  referred  to  as 
the  "heroin  capital  of  North  America" 
because  of  its  extremely  high  rates  of 
heroin  addiction.  Translating  results 
from  Insite  to  the  city  of  Toronto,  where 
the  drug  problem  is  not  as  great,  should 
only  be  done  with  great  discretion. 

Perhaps  the  most  compelling  argu- 
ment against  safe  injection  sites  is  that 
they  do  not  address  the  key  issues  be- 
hind drug  addiction.  For  as  long  as  us- 
ers remain  addicted,  they  cannot  con- 
tribute to  society  in  a  meaningful  way. 
As  such,  the  harm  reduction  concept  is 
merely  an  inconsistent  'band-aid  solu- 
tion' to  a  much  bigger  problem. 

On  the  contrary,  many  addicts  re- 
ceiving treatments  such  as  methadone 
(a  long-acting  synthetic  heroin  substi- 
tute) have  been  able  to  return  to  "nor- 
mal" life.  They  have  been  able  to  gain 
employment,  reconnect  with  family, 
and,  most  importantly,  free  themselves 
from  the  destructive  cycle  of  drug  ad- 
diction. 

-MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 


'BLUE'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

public  has  a  vested  interest  in  not 
only  the  industry's  employees,  but 
also  the  employers.  These  unions 
need  to  show  the  public  that  they 
are  only  protecting  their  rights, 
and  not  trying  to  bankrupt  already 
troubled  public  services. 

The  union  is  a  vital  institution 
in  Canada.  Although  membership 
numbers  are  decreasing,  over  25 
per  cent  of  the  Canadian  popula- 
tion still  works  at  unionized  jobs. 
Unions  are  needed  as  a  mediator 
between  employees  and  employ- 
ers, protecting  workers'  rights  and 
interests.  But  unions  should  not 
become  corporations  themselves. 
When  a  union  becomes  involved 
in  big  business  investing,  like  the 
Teachers'  Federation  is,  it  is  in  dan- 
ger of  overstepping  its  purpose. 
And  the  stubbornness  of  unions 
like  the  ATF  damages  the  union  im- 
age both  in  the  eyes  of  the  public 
and  in  the  eyes  of  employers. 

Unions  must  be  flexible  and  fo- 
cused on  their  original  purpose. 
Employers,  on  the  other  hand, 
must  respect  the  right  of  employ- 
ees to  protect  their  interests. 
Whether  it  is  the  Blue  Man  Group, 
Ontario  high  schools,  or  Toronto 
transit,  business  is  at  its  best  when 
employee  and  employer  work  to- 
gether. 


CORRECTION 

The  Oct.  23  article  entitled  Much  ado 
about  Zanta  contained  erroneous 
information.  Zanta  (David  Zancai)  was 
apprehended  byTTC  constables  for 
allegedly  committing  a  nuisance.  Zanta 
has  been  banned  from  riding  the  TTC  for 
two  years.  The  l/ars/fc  regrets  the  errors. 


Graduate  studies  in 

Environmental  Studies 


Open  House 


Friday  November  lOth,  2006 
ipm  -  4:30pm 


For  more  information  and  to  register  go  to 
www.fes.uwaterloo.ca/admissions/qrad/ 
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Ghosts  on  jjampas? 

The  Varsity's  JENNIFER  FABRO  and  members  PSICAN  investigate  U  of  T's  spooky  side 


While  it's  true  enough  that  U  of  T  has  its  share 
of  creepy-looking  quads,  and  hundred-year-old 
hallways  that  seem  all-too-fit  for  ghostly  hang- 
outs, which  ones  are  actually  haunted? 

^  ^  ^  ith  its  long  and  rich  history,  U  of  T 

'  n  I  has  amassed  many  legends  that  es- 
I  /  *  '  cape  logical  explanation.  With  the 
W  ■  help  of  volunteers  from  an  organi- 
w  F  zation  called  PSICAN  (Paranormal 
Studies  and  Investigations  Canada),  TTie  Varsity 
embarked  on  an  investigation  of  one  of  U  of  T's 
most  haunted  buildings. 

The  most  famous  story  in  U  of  T's  spectral  lore 
is  the  infamous  tale  of  Ivan  Reznikoff  and  Paul  Di- 
abolos,  two  stonemasons  who  helped  build  Uni- 
versity College.  In  the  1850s,  when  the  building 
was  under  construction,  Diabolos  had  an  affair 
with  Reznikoff's  fiancee,  and  after  a  chase  that 
resulted  in  that  famous  axe-mark  in  the  heavy 
door  just  east  of  Croft  Chapter  House  (still  vis- 
ible today),  Diabolos  stabbed  Reznikoff  to  death 
and  disposed  of  his  body  beneath  an  unfinished 
stairwell.  After  the  St.  Valentine's  Day  fire  of  1890, 
cleanup  crews  allegedly  found  a  human  skeleton 
underneath  the  same  stairway.  But  a  proper 
burial  did  not  remove  Reznikoff's  angry  spirit 
from  his  unhappy  residence  at  UC.  Legend  has 
it  that  his  tormented  spirit  haunts  the  building  to 
this  very  day. 

Another  of  U  of  T's  best-known  spooky  stories 
is  that  of  the  ghost  which  haunts  Christie  Man- 
sion, located  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Wellesley 
St.  and  Queen's  Park  Circle.  As  the  story  goes,  Mr. 
Christie  kept  a  mistress  in  a  hidden  room  on  the 
top  floor  of  the  stately  home.  The  cookie  magnate 
would  visit  her  at  his  convenience,  and  ensured 
that  a  maid  supplied  her  with  food  and  other  ne- 
cessities. When  his  visits  became  increasingly 
less  frequent,  the  poor  concubine  became  dis- 
traught and  took  her  own  life,  but  did  not  leave 
the  building  entirely.  The  mansion  then  served 
as  a  residence  for  female  students  of  St.  Michael's 
College  up  until  this  year,  and  the  Sisters  of  St. 
Joseph  who  are  the  caretakers  of  the  now-empty 
building  were  not  so  keen  to  comment  on  the 
eerie  tales  of  poltergeist  activity  students  have 
been  reporting  from  the  mysterious  third  floor 
room  for  years. 

However,  the  staff  at  Trinity  College  were  quite 
co-operative  when  approached  about  doing  an 
on-site  ghost  investigation.  Trinity  commission- 
aire John  Kim  seemed  a  tad  indifferent  to  the 
tales  of  ghostly  activity,  but  admitted  that  he  has 
had  eerie  experiences  in  the  building. 

"Once,  it  was  summer  time  and  nobody  was 
around,  and  1  thought  I  saw  a  dark  figure  mov- 
ing, but  1  don't  pay  much  attention  to  ghosts  and 
things.  If  they  are  here,  at  least  they  have  a  home 
somewhere." 

There  are  several  stories  centering  around 
Trinity.  Haunted  steam  tunnels,  a  mysterious 
presence  in  the  towers,  Bishop  Strachan's  ghost, 
which  is  said  to  wander  the  school  on  or  around 
the  anniversary  of  his  death  (November  1,  watch 
out!)  and  several  different  ghost  sightings  in  the 
chapel  are  all  the  subject  of  enduring  rumours. 

According  to  www.torontoghosts.org,  a  web- 
site run  by  the  PSlCAN-af filiated  Toronto  Ghosts 
and  Hauntings  Research  Society,  several  wit- 
nesses have  seen  a  distraught  older  woman  in 
the  chapel  who  disappears  into  the  small  west- 
em  side-chapel,  which  has  no  exit.  Others  report 
seeing  a  wartime  pilot's  apparition  in  the  chapel, 
and  there  is  also  an  account  from  someone  play- 
ing the  organ  in  the  choir  loft  seeing  a  strange 
figure  peering  up  from  the  front  pew  below.  The 
chapel  definitely  seemed  like  a  prime  location  for 
a  paranormal  investigation. 

So,  if  there's  something  strange  in  your  neigh- 
bourhood, and  it's  something  weird,  that  don't 
look  good,  who  ya  gonna  call?  Why,  trained  ex- 
perts, of  course.  The  members  of  PSICAN  are 
not  the  wrinkly  oddballs  or  equipment-laden, 
EPA-hating  fat  comedians  that  movies  and  TV 
have  taught  us  to  expect  of  ghost  hunters.  In  fact, 
they're  pretty  normal  folks.  Penny  Dobson,  an 
outgoing  Hamiltonian  who  grew  up  in  a  haunted 


(Left  to  right)  Penny  Dobson,  Jennifer  Fabro  and  Chris  Laursen  in  Trinity's  haunted  chapel. 


house  and  studies  social  work  at  Sheridan  Col- 
lege as  a  mature  student,  led  the  team  that  inves- 
tigated Trinity's  ghosts.  Chris  Laursen,  another 
member  of  the  PSICAN  team,  is  an  articulate  writ- 
er £md  historian  who  is  fairly  new  to  the  organiza- 
tion and  took  part  in  his  first  on-site  investigation 
with  us  at  Trinity.  The  third  PSICAN  member  was 
Scott  A.  Smith,  who  handled  the  technical  equip- 
ment, and  who  said  he  became  involved  with 
PSICAN  because  of  unspecified  "personal  experi- 
ences." 

As  Chris  explained  by  email,  this  investigation 
was  an  unusual  one  for  the  group.  Generally,  their 
investigations  tend  to  centre  on  private  homes, 
where  the  occupants  approach  PSICAN,  not  the 
other  way  around.  Also,  it  is  rare  for  PSICAN  to 
investigate  public  buildings,  because  generally 
ghosts  are  not  something  public  companies  ben- 
efit from  advertising.  Unlike  some  groups  offer- 
ing paranormal  investigation  services,  PSICAN 
is  composed  of  volunteers  who  treat  the  subject 
matter  seriously  and  with  respect.  They  have  a 
healthy  dose  of  scepticism,  and  try  to  rule  out 
natural  explanations  first,  before  coming  to  oth- 
er, spookier,  conclusions. 

On  PSICAN  founder  Sue  Darroch's  recommen- 
dation, the  team  decided  to  "go  on-site  'cold'" 
Chris  writes,  "with  no  expectations  other  than 
to  explore,  observe  and  take  note  of  what  hap- 
pens in  the  course  of  the  investigation."  So,  after 
receiving  permission  from  the  Trinity  College 
Bursar  and  Chaplain,  we  set  the  investigation  for 

the  night  of  Saturday,  October  14. 
***** 

The  autumn  wind  whips  at  our  faces  as  we 


make  our  way  to  Trinity  at  8  p.m.  to  meet  the 
ghost-investigators.  They  have  already  arrived 
at  the  Chapel  and  are  roaming  around  the  space, 
getting  a  feel  for  it  and  deciding  where  to  set  up 
their  equipment.  Scott  has  brought  along  still  and 
video  cameras,  an  analog  audio  recorder,  a  ther- 
mometer and  humidity  reader,  and  a  compass  in 
order  to  pick  up  any  tell-tale  changes  in  electro- 
magnetic fields.  The  practice  of  measuring  EMFs 
by  ghost  investigators  is  controversial,  and  was 
potentially  encouraged  by  80s  horror  movies. 
Scott  points  out  that  something  as  simple  as  elec- 
trical wiring  in  walls  can  affect  EMF  meters  and 
compasses.  "I'm  not  convinced  that  any  of  these 
things  actually  work,"  Scott  explains,  "but  when 
you  don't  know  what  it  is  that  you're  looking  for, 
you've  got  to  go  for  every  possible  chance." 

Being  inside  the  chapel  at  night  and  with  this 
small,  quiet  group  of  people  is  a  little  eerie  in  it- 
self, but  over  the  course  of  the  evening  nothing 
happens  to  convince  us  that  the  place  is  haunted. 
Penny  manages  to  capture  a  digital  photo  that 
includes  an  orb — some  say  orbs  in  photos  are 
actually  spirits,  though  most  are  quick  to  argue 
that  they're  just  tricks  played  by  dust  motes  and 
light.  "If  1  was  a  spirit  1  wouldn't  want  to  be  float- 
ing around  in  a  bubble  all  the  time,"  Scott  quips. 

The  group  decides  to  conduct  an  audio  experi- 
ment. We'll  stand  near  the  tape  recorder  and  ask 
any  beings  present  a  series  of  questions  in  hopes 
of  capturing  unaccountable  noises  or  speech 
that  are  known  to  ghost-hunters  as  Electronic 
Voice  Phenomena,  or  EVP.  The  hope  is  that  we'll 
ask  questions  and  potentially  get  some  answers 
on  the  tape,  even  if  we  can't  hear  anything  while 


//TOOLS  AND  TECHNIQUES 


Psychics:  PSICAN  occasionally  brings  psy- 
chics along  on  investigations,  but  they  are 
not  part  of  the  organization.  Ghost  investiga- 
tor Chris  Laursen  explains,  "There  are  a  lot 
of  charlatans  out  there,  which  is  why  PSICAN 
is  cautious  about  using  them."  Even  honest 
psychics  can  subconsciously  feel  internally 
obligated  to  put  on  a  show  for  investigators, 
so  psychics  are  generally  not  thought  to  be 
reliable  help  in  ghost  investigations. 

Photography:  in  this  age  of  easy  digital  photo 
manipulation,  ghost  photography  is  a  hotly 
debated  tool.  "Orbs,"  or  bubble-like  dots  of 
light  that  appear  in  photos,  but  not  to  the 
photographer's  naked  eye,  are  believed  by 
some  to  be  spirits.  Serious  ghost  investiga- 
tors, in  hopes  of  capturing  an  image  like  the 
famous  "Tulip  Staircase,"  generally  use  tradi- 
tional film. 

Audio  Recording/EVP:  Electronic  Voice  Phe- 
nomena are  allegedly  noises  and  speech  from 
spirits  captured  on  recording  devices.  This 
idea  has  been  popularized  by  movies  like 
White  Noise  and  The  Sixth  Sense,  and  even 
has  its  own  association,  the  American  Associ- 
ation of  Electronic  Voice  Phenomena.  Check 
out  their  website  to  hear  examples  of  voices 
from  the  "other  side"  at  www.aaevp.com 

Ouija  Boards  (AKA  Spirit  Boards,  Talking 

Boards):  Serious  ghost-hunters  lend  no  cre- 
dence to  these  boards,  now  trademarked  by 
Parker  Bros.  However,  many  people  believe 
that  spirits  can  be  contacted  when  one  or 
more  people  place  their  hands  on  a  planch- 
ette  over  the  board  and  ask  questions  of  spir- 
its, who  then  move  the  planchette  over  let- 
ters, numbers  and  words  to  spell  out  spooky 
answers. 

Ghost  Radar:  For  the  tech  savvy  ghost-hunt- 
er, this  small  electronic  device  uses  complex 
sensors  to  detect  and  analyze  a  host  of  data 
about  what  may  or  may  not  be  in  your  imme- 
diate vicinity.  It  can  detect  any  change  in  sur- 
rounding heat,  light,  electro-magnetic  turbu- 
lence— even  your  own  biometrics.  While  in 
use  it  emits  quiet  beeps  at  regular  intervals. 
If  it  detects  a  ghostly  presence,  the  beep  rate 
will  increase  and  a  light  pattern  on  the  de- 
vice's face  will  point  towards  the  spirit's  loca- 
tion. It's  even  USB-compatible.  You  can  order 
one  online  from  www.ghostradar.co.uk 


it's  being  recorded.  Chris  and  Penny  introduce 
themselves  to  whatever  might  be  in  the  cavern- 
ous room  and  respectfully  ask  a  line  of  questions 
to  any  spirits  in  earshot.  "Do  you  reside  in  the 
chapel?  Does  it  have  special  significance  for  you? 
Do  you  ever  leave  the  chapel?  Are  you  Anglican?" 
Chris  asks,  pausing  between  each  query.  The 
scratching  of  my  pen  and  the  occasional  gust  of 
wind  outside  are  the  only  sounds.  Unfortunately, 
when  Scott  reviews  the  tapes  later,  he'll  find  the 
only  sounds  recorded  are  ones  we  created. 

After  three  hours  of  wandering,  listening,  and 
chatting  in  hushed  voices,  we  decide  to  call  it  a 
night.  Scott  jokes,  "If  people  are  really  afraid  of 
ghosts,  we're  the  safest  people  to  be  around,  be- 
cause we  never  see  any!"  Though  1  hadn't  realisti- 
cally expected  to  come  face  to  face  with  a  phan- 
tom, 1  suppose  I  had  nevertheless  hoped  that 
something  creepy  would  occur.  Instead,  it  was 
like  an  unsuccessful  fishing  trip — either  there 
were  no  fish,  or  they  didn't  like  the  bait.  1  ask  the 
investigators  how  they  continue  their  search  de- 
spite the  frustrating  lack  of  tangible  results. 

"Investigators  rarely  experience  such  phe- 
nomena, but  when  they  do,  1  think  it  makes  it  all 
worthwhile,"  Chris  says.  "It's  sort  of  like  continu- 
ing to  buy  lottery  tickets  because  you  just  might 
win  the  jackpot." 
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cinchtng  the  waistline  to  create 
to  this  outdoorsy  look. 


The  dress  is  back,  and  Lucy 
shows  us  one  way  of  wearing 
this  versatile  piece.  Her  sweater 
dress  is  augmented  with  a  kilter 
hunting  cap  and  infused  with 
another  of  this  season's  hottest 
looks,  metallics. 


Jeff  works  the  'Brokeback'  look, 
teaming  up  a  leather  waistcoat 
with  a  vintage  cowboy  shirt.  A 
funky  bandanna  charmingly  con- 
veys the  rustic  lumberjack  feel. 


Lokko  struts  his  geeky  stuff  in 

the  retro-preppy  look  of  fall/ 
winter.  Tasteful  juxtaposition 
keeps  the  look  young  and  fun 


Sbdent  Slyle:  \fenluie  into  vintage! 

NICOLA  DAVISON  shows  us  which  looks  will  get  the  looks  this  fall  and  winter 


It  is  a  well-established  fact  that  high  fashion 
has  a  tendency  towards  the  impractical.  It's 
certainly  nice  to  be  trendy,  but  unless  one 
wants  to  live  on  a  diet  of  Mr.  Noodles  and 
cigarettes,  students  have  to  be  a  little  price- 
conscious  when  it  comes  to  dressing  well.  But 
by  God,  being  frugal  doesn't  mean  being  bor- 
ing! To  end  H&M's  homogeny,  put  away  the 
predictable  and  venture  into  vintage,  which  is 
way  cooler  and  less  expensive. 

Kensington  Market  is  a  veritable  goldmine 
for  value-vintage,  but  Planet  Aid  (160  Bald- 
win St.)  is  where  you'll  find  the  majority  of  the 
cool  items  seen  here.  Not  only  do  they  stock  a 
myriad  of  highly  affordable  duds,  but  all  their 
profits  are  donated  to  charity  projects.  Now, 
who  said  the  world  of  fashion  was  a  moral 
void?  Luckily  for  you,  we've  sifted  through  this 
season's  latest  catwalk  trends  and  got  rid  of 
all  the  taffeta  bubble  skirts  and  stiletto  hiking 
boots  to  give  you  the  student-friendly  heads- 
up  on  the  looks  that  will  turn  heads — for  all 
the  right  reasons. 

WOMEN 

Lovely  layers 

Designers  decided  to  pile  it  on  this  season. 
Think  subtle  juxtaposition  of  colour,  cut  and 
fabric,  with  a  sprinkling  of  hats,  scarves  and 
accessories.  This  look  is  great  as  it  allows  you 
to  make  interesting  combinations,  but  is  also 
practical  as  layering  is  absolutely  key  to  keep- 
ing toasty.  Do  as  Marc  Jacobs  (who  comman- 
deered the  Goth/Grunge  flavour  of  the  season) 
did  and  sport  leg  warmers  over  leggings.  Fold 
the  tops  over  ankle  boots  for  an  added  touch. 
Alternatively,  take  some  inspiration  from  the 
more  suave  Hermes  and  team  up  cardigans 


with  long  scarves  over  blouses.  The  oversize 
trend  is  highly  appropriate  for  layering  items. 
Use  the  mannish  pant  under  a  knee-length 
sweater,  but  don't  be  a  tent:  nip  in  your  waist 
with  a  belt. 

A  word  of  warning:  the  line  between  ironic 
contrast  and  clashing  costume  is  a  thin  one. 
Tread  with  trepidation.  With  this  look  it's  all 
about  being  clever  and  knowing  what  works  to 
display  your  individuality. 

Natural  nuance 

Get  back  to  nature  this  fall  and  bundle  up 
in  something  fit  for  a  cosy  night  by.  the  fire. 
Chunky  wool  never  looked  so  sexy,  as  Prin- 
gle  got  a  much-needed  revamp  and  produced 
some  truly  voluptuous  knitwear.  Mix  with  fab- 
rics inspired  by  ages  past:  velvet,  tweed  are 
back  and  even  fur  has  had  a  controversial  re- 
vival this  season.  Designers  seemed  to  have  a 
more  demure  attitude  (overt  sexiness  being  so 
yesterday),  covering  up  with  turtlenecks  and 
androgynous  pants,  leaves  something  won- 
derful to  the  imagination.  Colours  here  are 
muted  and  melancholic,  echoing  the  falling 
leaves  and  greying  skies,  so  keep  to  colours 
that  look  like  they  come  from  the  land:  rob- 
in's-egg  blue,  rusty  red  and  chocolate  brown. 
Sounds  a  tad  drab?  Follow  the  likes  of  Alex- 
ander McQueen  and  Balenciaga  and  take  a 
trip  to  the  Highlands  by  embracing  all  things 
tartan,  checked  or  'dog-tooth'. 

Dress  to  impress 

It  not  news  that  over  the  summer  the  dress 
fell  back  into  fashion's  favour.  Fortunately,  it's 
not  a  passing  fad  suited  only  to  balmy  summer 
strolls.  The  dress  has  evolved  into  something 
a  little  more  practical  this  season.  It's  more 


versatile  and  still  every  bit  as  sexy.  Wearing 
a  dress  is  quite  different  from  wearing  jeans 
and  a  tee.  Its  firm,  feminine  statement  sets  an 
easy,  free  and  playful  mood.  Integrate  it  with 
other  elements  of  your  wardrobe:  wear  it  over 
skinny  jeans  or  leggings,  under  a  shrunken 
jacket  or  teamed  with  killer  boots  and  flashy 
accessories  at  night.  There  are  many  different 
shapes  out  there  to  choose  from,  too.  Cutesy 
pinafores,  unfussy  tunics  or  cosy  sweater- 
dresses  mean  that  there's  really  no  excuse  to 
dress  drab  this  season. 

Precious  metals 

All  that  glitters  need  not  be  gold  this  fall/win- 
ter. Why  not  delve  into  the  rich  world  of  metal- 
lics? From  slinky  skinnies  at  Basso  &  Broke  to 
all-out  decadence  with  Gucci's  stunning  gold 
column  gowns,  models  were  literally  sparkling 
down  the  catwalks.  The  muted  bronze  trench 
was  interpreted  by  many  trendy  fashion  hous- 
es, with  spectacular  executions  by  Donna 
Karan  and  Gucci.  So  bling  it  up — but  avoid 
looking  like  you've  rolled  around  in  aluminium 
foil!  Be  subtle  and  use  metallics  to  embellish 
rather  than  overwhelm.  Mix  into  your  ward- 
robe by  choosing  more  'bashed  about,"  tamed 
tones,  stream-lined  statement  accessories  or  a 
juxtaposing  fabric  like  a  chunky  wool  sweater. 

MEN 

Pretty  Preppy 

While  this  look  is  as  old  as  the  schools  from 
which  it  draws  inspiration  (well,  in  fashion 
terms  at  least)  it  is  still  more  than  welcome. 
The  sexy  schoolboy  got  a  re-vamp  this  year. 
Gone  are  stuffy  monotone  tweeds  reminis- 


cent of  nutty  professors.  Instead,  designers 
such  as  Dsquared  and  Bottega  Veneta  were 
playful  with  ironic,  clashing  patterns.  Think  of 
bold  college  scarf  stripes  with  a  plaid  blazer, 
complete  with  a  Harvard  crest.  To  funk  things 
up,  dichotomize  by  mixing  stuffy  cable-knit 
cardigans  with  scruffy  jeans  (hint:  the  reason 
remains  unknown,  but  men  in  cardigans  rock, 
so  if  nothing  else,  go  granny  this  season).  And 
while  you're  at  it,  don't  forget  your  aroma  it's 
utterly  imperative  to  smell  your  best  on  those 
cosy  nights  in.  Burberry's  'London',  with  its  in- 
fusion of  leather,  tobacco  and  port  wine  is  quite 
appropriate.  To  Accessorize,  the  Mulberry 
'Barnaby'  bag  proves  that  the  man-bag  is  noth- 
ing to  smirk  at,  (especially  when  compared  to 
the  hump-back  knapsack,  which  many  a  mis- 
guided male  has  been  seen  sporting).  And  for 
the,  ahem,  modest  among  you,  what  could  be 
more  utterly  pretentious  than  writing  in  a  $295 
Prada  notebook?  Pretty  much  nothing. 

Frontier  Man 

Think  "grown-up  and  surprisingly  well  co-or- 
dinated cowboy."  This  season  designers  were 
jumping  on  the  pioneer  band  wagon  with  a  ton 
of  modern  takes  on  a  traditional  look,  from 
smart  dust-coloured  tweed  suits  at  Polo  by 
Ralph  Lauren,  to  a  scruffy  yet  sassy  gun-sling- 
ing mood  set  by  Marc  Jacobs.  John  Varva- 
tos  pushed  boundaries  with  his  collection,  the 
homesteader  influence  producing  some  truly 
scrumptious  numbers,  namely  his  clompy 
Demolition  Boot,  which  at  a  whopping  $398 
proves  that  cowboy  boots  really  are  for  sissies. 
A  smattering  of  bandanas  brightens  things  up 
and  reminds  us  that  cowboys  can  still  be  fun. 
So  be  a  Southern  gentleman  in  a  19th  century 
waistcoat,  but  then  contradict  this  with  bat- 
tered jeans  and  a  lumber  jack  flannel. 
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"I  forgot  to  duck"  joked  Ronald  Reagan  after  the  attempt  on  his  life  in  1981.  Looks  like  George  W.  also  forgets  in  Gabriel  Range's  Death  of  a  President. 

President  within  range 


Radheyan  SImonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


CHICAGO,  Illinois,  October  19, 2007  — President 
George  W.  Bush  is  shot  and  killed  by  sniper-fire 
after  delivering  a  speech  to  business  leaders  on 
economic  policy.  Minutes  after  Bush  is  declared 
dead,  Vice-President  Dick  Clieney  takes  the 
oath  of  office  and  is  now  the  44th  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Sound  like  a  bad  dream?  It's  the  digitally-cre- 
ated reality  in  Gabriel  Range's  controversial  new 
film  Death  of  a  President. 

Named  after  the  famous  chronicle  of  the 
Kennedy  assassination,  this  dreamlike  mocu- 
drama  begins  with  the  fatal  shots,  then  focuses 
on  the  political  and  social  fallout  of  this  water- 
shed event.  A  massive,  racial-profiling  manhunt 
is  hatched  to  catch  the  shooter,  with  a  man  of 
Syrian  descent  initially  targeted  to  take  the  fall. 
Meanwhile,  the  federal  government  reacts  by 
imposing  a  series  of  harsh  new  laws  and  secu- 
rity measures. 

Well  into  the  trial  of  prime  suspect  Jamal  Abu 
Zikri,  the  jury  is  sent  away  to  deliberate  with 
nothing  but  a  pile  of  vague  forensic  evidence  and 
questionably  obtained  al-Qaeda  associations 
linking  him  to  the  crime.  Other  suspects  who 
don't  fit  the  Middle  Eastern  description  are  sim- 
ply overlooked.  As  the  official  scapegoat,  Abu 
Zikri,  who  may  very  well  be  innocent,  is  pretty 
much  fucked.  If  convicted  there's  no  doubt  he'll 
fry  faster  than  an  egg  in  the  hot  Texan  sun.  It's 
an  enraging,  unjust  situation,  which  has  become 
typical  of  an  America  that  has  made  a  habit  of 
taking  fierce  action  based  on  dubious  claims — 
remember  those  WMDs  that  never  turned  up? 

This  film  is  clearly  a  portrait  of  a  government 
that  uses  tragedy  as  an  excuse  to  seek  retribu- 
tion brashly  and  with  ruthless  abandon.  It's  in 
such  moments  of  emotional  agitation  that  it's 
worth  reminding  yourself  that  here,  the  parti- 
san media  circus  isn't  real,  although  thanks  to 
the  slick  computer  effects  it  looks  pretty  damn 
convincing.  Range  mixes  archival  footage  with 
staged  talking-head  interviews  and  docu-style 
drama  to  deliver  an  unsettling  and  all-too  con- 
vincing shot  of  worst-case-senario  agit-prop.  It 
also  sends  a  cautionary  message  to  anyone  ac- 
tually thinking  of  offing  Bush:  would  you  rather 


Dick  Cheney  be  president?  Didn't  think  so. 

While  Range's  digital  stunt — and  some  crit- 
ics have  boiled  it  down  to  just  that — could 
easily  have  been  a  Bush-basher's  wet  dream, 
the  director  treats  his  subject  with  an  earnest 
seriousness,  resisting  the  urge  to  crack  any 
kind  of  knowing  smile  to  rabid  lefties  during 
his  hypothetical  creation.  There  is  no  dramatic 
indulgence  or  spectacle  in  what  for  some  might 
be  the  most  gratifying  scene  of  the  film.  Bush,  fa- 
tally shot,  collapses  below-screen  at  the  sound 
of  two  silenced  gunshots.  The  chilling  sequence 
is  over  in  the  blink  of  an  eye. 

In  Washington,  Vice-President  Dick  Cheney 
is  swiftly  sworn-in  as  the  new  Commander-in- 
Chief,  and  doesn't  waste  any  time  vengefully 
drafting  Patriot  Act  III,  which  serves  to  further 
expand  the  intrusive  powers  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment. 

Range's  film  also  considers  the  manner  in 
which  Bush's  party  may  have  turned  a  tragedy 
like  9/11  into  a  political  tool  for  furthering  a  pre- 
conceived agenda.  On  the  streets,  a  discrimina- 
tory manhunt,  the  kind  that  would  likely  ensue 
after  such  an  event,  targets  any  person  of  Mid- 
dle Eastern  descent.  The  strategy  is  justified  by 
certain  lawmakers  who  deny  its  racist  basis  and 
maintain  that  under  the  circumstances  it  is  the 
smart  thing  to  do. 

Not  unlike  many  recent  films.  Death  of  a  Presi- 
dent embodies  a  wave  of  popular  frustration 
with  the  Bush  administration's  chronic  mishan- 
dling of  a  number  of  key  issues.  Their  inability  to 
secure  the  U.S.-Mexican  border,  a  failed  social 
security  agenda,  the  un-popular  and  unsuccess- 
ful attempt  to  force  democracy  upon  a  shattered 


FILM  REVIEW 


Death  of  a  President 


Directed  by  Gabriel  Range 


Starring  Hend  Ayoub,  Brian 
Boland,  Becky  Ann  Balder 


Iraq,  and  the  ineffective  and  bungled  response 
to  Hurricane  Katrina  have  all  contributed  to  the 
widespread  distaste  and  mistrust  of  the  presi- 
dent and  the  Republican  Party  as  a  whole. 

Now  with  U.S.  mid-term  elections  only  days 
away,  and  with  the  Republicans  on  the  verge 
of  losing  their  control  of  the  House  and  Sen- 


ate, the  title  of  this  film  may  serve  as  a  fitting 
metaphor  for  the  American  political  climate  in 
the  coming  weeks  and  months. 

Range's  film  offers  one  final  warning:  if 
you're  scared  of  what  a  president  can  do  when 
he's  alive,  just  imagine  what  he  can  inspire  as 
a  martyr. 


//THE  DEADLY  EVEN-DECADE  ELECTION  CURSE 


Abraham  Lincoln 

Elected  in  1860,  Lincoln  was  shot  at  Ford's 
Theatre  April  14, 1865  by  Actor  and  Confeder- 
ate sympathizer  John  Wilkes  Booth.  The  bul- 
let entered  Lincoln's  brain  from  behind  his  left 
ear  and  became  lodged  just  behind  his  right 
eyeball.  He  died  the  following  day. 

James  Garfield 

Elected  in  1880,  Garfield  was  shot  by  Charles 
Julius  Guiteau  on  July  2,  1881.  After  initially 
surviving  the  two  gunshots,  Garfield  spent 
more  time  on  his  death  bed  (80  days)  than  he 
had  in  office  prior  to  being  shot.  Actually  the 
victim  of  multiple  botched  exploratory  sur- 
geries (performed  by  doctors  obsessed  with 
removing  the  bullets  from  his  body)  Garfield 
died  on  September  19, 1881. 


William  McKinley 


Rating:  VVVvW 


Re-elected  in  1900,  William  McKinley  was  shot 
twice  by  anarchist  Leon  Czolgosz  on  Septem- 
ber 6,  1901  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  Also  the  vic- 
tim of  ignorant  medical  treatment,  McKinley 
succumbed  to  his  injuries  a  week  later,  mak- 
ing his  VP  Theodore  Roosevelt  the  youngest 
president  in  American  history. 

Warren  G.  Harding 

Elected  in  1920,  Warren  G.  Harding  died  of  a 
suspicious  heart  attack  or  stroke  (they  still 
don't  know  which)  on  August  2,  1923,  just 
after  becoming  the  first  sitting  president  to 
visit  Canada.  Officially  deemed  to  have  died  of 
natural  causes,  many  people  still  feel  that  his 
jealous,  machiavellian  wife  Florence  Harding 
might  have  poisoned  this  disastrously  cor- 
rupt commander-in-chief. 


Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt 

Re-elected  to  a  record  third  term  in  office  in 
1940,  FDR  died  of  a  massive  cerebral  hem- 
orrhage on  April  12,  1945  at  the  age  of  63, 
leaving  his  VP  Harry  Truman  with  the  presi- 
dency and  the  dubious  honour  of  dropping 
the  world's  first  atomic  bomb. 

John  F.  Kennedy 

Elected  1960,  President  John  F.  Kennedy  was 
shot  to  death  in  an  ambush  while  his  motor- 
cade sped  through  Dealey  Plaza  in  Dallas, 
Texas  on  November  22,  1963.  While  lone- 
gunman  Lee  Harvey  Oswald  took  the  fall, 
everyone  knows  it  was  actually  a  conspiracy 
involving  Lyndon  Johnson,  the  KGB,  Cuban 
exiles,  th6  Mafia,  Jack  Ruby,  J.  Edgar  Hoover, 
the  CIA,  the  Nazis,  the  Illuminati  and  a  cabal 
of  shape-shifting  alien  reptiles.  Seriously.  , 


Ronald  Reagan 

Elected  in  1980,  The  Great  Communicator 
was  almost  silenced  for  good  when  the  Jo< 
Foster-obsessed  John  Hinckley  Jr.  sprii 
from  a  crowd  outside  the  Washington  Hil- 
ton Hotel  and  fired  a  shot  into  Reagan's  left 
lung.  The  bullet  missed  his  heart  by  one 
inch,  barely  sparing  his  life  and  breaking  the 
curse  on  presidents  elected  at  the  outset  of 
even-numbered  decades. 

George  W.  Bush  M 

Elected  in  2000,  Dubya  has  yet  to  face  a  real, 
direct  attempt  on  his  life.  However,  filmmak- 
er Gabriel  Range's  film  Death  of  a  President 
imagines  what  might  happen  on  October  19, 
2007  in  a  hotel  lobby  in  Chicago. 
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The  microbe-ulous  man 

The  same  technology  that  was  used  to  se- 
quence the  human  genome  is  now  helping 
researchers  understand  the  diversity  of  our 
ecosystems,  and  improve  our  environment. 

Dr.  J.  Craig  Venter,  president  of  Maryland's 
J.  Craig  Venter  Institute  of  genomics  research 
and  a  2002  Gairdner  award  recipient  for  his 
work  in  sequencing  the  human  genome,  re- 
turned to  the  Gairdner  lectures  to  discuss 
how  genomics  may  help  us  understand  the 
environment  and  develop  new  approaches 
to  solving  environmental  issues. 

In  a  global  oceanographic  journey  aboard 
the  sailboat  Sorcerer  II,  Venter  led  a  group 
of  scientists  collecting  seawater  from  dif- 
ferent corners  of  the  world  to  create  a  "ge- 
nomic catalogue"  of  microbial  diversity.  To 
sequence  the  genomes  of  the  microbes.  Ven- 
ter used  "shotgun  sequencing,"  a  strategy 
that  breaks  the  genome  into  small  overlap- 
ping sequences,  and  re-assembles  the  se- 
quences with  computer  algorithms  that  can 
read  and  sort  the  overlapping  segments,  a 
method  his  group  employed  in  sequencing 
the  human  genome. 

"Most  people  think  the  ocean  is  a  giant  ho- 
mogeneous soup,  it's  anything  but.  It's  tens 
of  millions  of  microenvironments  changing 
dynamically."  Venter  explained. 

Collecting  samples  every  200  miles,  Ven- 
ter and  his  team  found  unique  species  of  mi- 
crobes in  each  sample  of  seawater — so  dif- 
ferent that  the  microbes  in  a  single  sample 
of  seawater  could  be  used  to  trace  the  oce- 
anic region  the  sample  came  from.  Each  wa- 
ter sample  revealed  new  gene  and  protein 
families  of  unknown  functions  not  known 
elsewhere  on  the  planet. 

Venter's  group  is  presently  working  on  a 
similar  project  to  analyse  microbes  in  the 
air. 

Venter  hopes  to  harness  the  large  amount 
of  genome  data  collected  thus  far  to  engi- 
neer synthetic  organisms  containing  a  mini- 
mal set  of  genes  adequate  for  their  survival, 
and  genes  conferring  a  desirable  biochemi- 
cal process.  The  production  of  the  fuel 
methane  is  one  example.  This  process  has 
been  found  in  Methanococcus  jannaschii,  a 
microbe  that  flourishes  in  the  Pacific  Ocean 
in  the  absence  of  sunlight,  oxygen  and  or- 
ganic material.  Venter  believes  it  will  be 
possible  in  the  future  to  reconstruct  larger 
genomes  and  create  single  cells  with  other 
applications,  such  as  the  conversion  of  cel- 
lulose to  ethanol  as  alternative  fuel. 
— MANDY LO 


Grand  Gairdners 

In  a  two-day  symposium  this  past  week,  U  of  T 
welcomed  recipients  of  the  prestigious  Gairdner  award 
through  the  years.  The  l/ars/^K  reports  on  the  science 
it  takes  to  garner  a  "Gairdner" 


'Gene'-erating  winning  athletes 


Life  in  a  petri  dish 


A  self-described  "simple-minded"  scien- 
tist. Dr.  Ralph  Brinster  from  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  established  techniques  20 
years  ago  that  today  allow  scientists  to  ge- 
netically manipulate  the  cells  "most  impor- 
tant to  nature" — germ-line  cells.  These  are 
the  only  cells  in  the  human  body  that  can 
transmit  genetic  information  to  subsequent 
generations. 

"What  we  do  now  was  unimaginable  20 
years  ago  with  germ  cells,"  said  Brinster, 
a  2006  Gairdner  award  winner,  since  the 
methods  to  study  embryonic  development 
were  not  yet  in  place.  Brinster  was  the  first 
to  establish  the  conditions  necessary  to 
grow  embryos  in  a  petri  dish.  Scientists  to- 
day use  his  findings  to  make  alterations  in 
germ-line  cells  at  will. 

Commonly  termed  the  "culturing"  of  cells, 

SEE 'PETRI  DISH' -ON  NEXT  PAGE 


Dr.  Ronald  Evans  speaks  at  MaRS  about  engineering  the  genome  for  athletic  performance. 


Nira  Datta 


The  creator  of  genetically-engineered  "mara- 
thon mice,"  Dr.  Ronald  Evans  conducts  pioneer- 
ing research  into  the  molecular  mechanism  of 
how  our  cells  to  burn  fat.  A  professor  at  Califor- 
nia's Salk  Institute  of  Biological  Studies,  and  re- 
cipient of  a  2006  Gairdner  award,  he  discussed 
the  scientific  and  ethical  implications  of  meta- 
bolic engineering  at  the  Gairdner  Foundation 
public  lecture  on  October  24. 

Central  to  Evans'  research  are  a  class  of  mol- 
ecules called  the  nuclear  hormone  receptors 
that  surround  the  cell's  nucleus. 

"All  organisms  must  get  energy  to  survive 
from  their  environment,  which  they  cannot 
manufacture  on  their  own,"  said  Evans.  "Every 
genome  has  built  into  its  molecular  code  a  way 
to  get  the  energy  it  needs  from  the  environ- 
ment." 

The  energy  cells  need  can  be  obtained  by 
burning  fat.  The  nuclear  hormone  receptors 
responsible  for  fat  burn  are  the  PPARs,  peroxi- 
some proliferator-activated  receptors,  a  family 
of  nuclear  receptors  in  nearly  every  cell  type. 
While  all  PPARs  bind  to  fat,  the  three  forms 
(alpha,  gamma,  and  delta)  work  in  concert  to 
regulate  the  amount  of  fat  in  our  body.  Alpha 
and  delta  are  responsible  for  burning  fat,  and 
gamma  for  storing  fat. 

By  genetically  engineering  mice  to  express 
larger-than-normal  amounts  of  PPAR  delta,  Ev- 
ans created  mice  that  were  able  to  burn  more 
fat  over  time,  improving  their  access  to  a  long- 
term  storage  of  energy.  Evans  tested  for  supe- 


rior physical  endurance  in  a  "marathon  mouse" 
treadmill  experiment  where  normal  mice  and 
genetically-engineered  mice  were  placed  on 
treadmills  and  ran  until  fatigued.  The  marathon 
mouse  ran  twice  as  long  as  the  non-genetically 
engineered  mouse. 

In  today's  society,  high  levels  of  obesity  and 
diabetes  make  Evans'  resecu"ch  extremely  im- 
portant. In  the  U.S.,  about  one  in  five  children 
become  diabetic  each  year,  which  increases 
their  chances  of  developing  heart  disease  and 
hypertension. 

"Obesity  has  to  do  with  problems  of  metabol- 
ic control,  where  the  molecular  switches  that 
control  rate  of  fat  burning  in  our  cells  go  awry," 
said  Evans.  These  studies  open  up  possibilities 
for  developing  a  drug  which  would  activate  the 
PPAR  molecules  and  melt  fat  away. 

Indeed,  Evans  and  his  team  developed  a  drug 
which  improves  the  endurance  of  marathon 
mice  by  80  per  cent.  However,  this  drug  is  only 
effective  when  the  mice  had  previous  physical 
training. 

"So  the  drug  is  ineffective  without  the  main- 
tenance of  exercise — no  pain,  no  gain,"  said 
Evans. 

While  Evans'  drug  discovery  has  many  posi- 
tive implications  for  use  in  the  treatment  of  obe- 
sity, muscular  dystrophy  and  diabetes,  many 
people  are  concerned  about  athletes  abusing 
his  discovery  to  enhance  their  performance. 

"Most  scientists  are  principally  devoted  to 
their  science  at  such  a  level  that  they  are  not  in- 
volved in  the  social  implications  of  their  work," 
said  Evems. 


The  prion  paradox 


Of  all  the  millions  of  proteins  that  comprise 
a  living  organism,  every  now  and  then  a  few 
misbehave.  When  proteins  in  the  brain  mis- 
behave, they  can  cause  a  class  of  diseases 
called  the  spongiform  encephalopathies,  or 
the  prion  diseases. 

"The  normal  cellular  protein  unfolds... 
thereby  losing  its  normal  function,  and  then 
mis-folds  into  a  different  conformation,"  said 
Dr.  John  Ellis  of  Warwick  University,  a  2004 
Gairdner  winner.  The  protein  gone  bad  begins 
to  affect  the  normal  proteins  around  it  such 
that  all  begin  to  "go  bad"  and  accumulate  into 
visible  clumps — dubbed  "amyloid  plaques." 
Slowly,  neurons  begin  to  die  and  symptoms 
of  the  prion  disease  ensue,  often  appearing 
very  similar  to  Alzheimer's  disease. 

While  the  plaques  are  made  up  of  (misbe- 
having) normal  brain  proteins,  each  case  of 
prion  disease  has  its  roots  in  some  original 
molecular  sin.  While  spongiform  encepha- 
lopathies like  Huntington's  disease  have  a 
direct  genetic  cause,  the  cause  of  pandemics 
like  Alzheimer's  remains  unknown.  The  most 
frightening  prion  diseases  are  transmissible 
ones,  spread  by  eating  "mad  cow"  beef  or 
blood  transfusions.  Because  these  diseases 
can  require  decades  to  become  symptom- 
atically  apparent,  transmission  of  the  prion 
from  an  unaware  transfusion  donor  to  the 
blood  recipient  can  take  years  for  scientists 
to  pinpoint. 

Ellis's  research  team,  like  many  others,  is 
devising  a  strategy  to  detect  prions  in  the 
blood  in  order  to  help  staunch  the  spread  of 
transmissible  prion  diseases  through  blood 
banks.  However,  because  prions  are  resistant 
to  sterilization,  degradation,  and  look  almost 
like  a  normal  protein,  locating  a  single  protein 
in  a  hundred  thousand  is  no  easy  feat. 

"[The  prions']  unprecedented  behaviour 
poses  an  intellectual  challenge,"  said  Ellis. 
"But  even  more  exciting  is  the  possibility  that 
their  behaviour  is  just  the  tip  of  a  vast  iceberg 
of  novel  protein  properties  that  lie  out  there 
waiting  to  be  discovered." 
—SANDY  HUEN 

Immunity  and  influenza 

"Infection  is  the  process  where  simple  life 
forms  either  live  in  or  on  us,"  said  Dr.  Peter 
Doherty  from  the  University  of  Melbourne, 
a  Nobel  Prize  laureate  and  a  2006  Gairdner 
award  recipient.  "The  main  goal  of  immunity 
is  to  minimize  the  tax  of  infection." 

Since  viruses  evolve  mutations  very  rap- 
idly, humans  have  evolved  immune  systems 
that  can  deal  with  this  complexity.  Doherty 
was  the  first  scientist  to  show  that  T-cells  in 
our  immune  system  are  responsible  for  rec- 
ognizing and  rejecting  foreign  substances. 

Doherty  currently  works  on  the  influenza 
virus  and  its  many  variants,  the  most  infa- 
mous of  which  is  the  H3N2  influenza  strain, 
which  has  caused  pandemics  every  two 
years  for  the  past  three  decades.  In  the  U.S., 
approximately  40,000  people  die  of  the  influ- 
enza virus  each  year. 

"The  current  opinion  on  the  impact  of  in- 
fluenza virus  is  divided  amongst  biologists. 
One  group  believes  this  is  a  bird  virus  that 
occasionally  transmits  into  humans  and  that 
it's  not  going  to  jump  to  different  species. 
Yet  the  other  group  of  scientists  believe  that 
there  may  be  a  chance  random  event  that  will 
cause  a  massive  human  outbreak.  The  truth 
is,  we  don't  really  know,"  said  Doherty. 

With  a  two  billion  investment  in  the  devel- 
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Truth  is  Stranger  Than  Fiction 


Tick-tock  goes  our  clock 

Monday  mornings  don't  have  to  be  grueling. 
After  daylight  savings  time  set  our  clocks 
back  an  hour  over  the  weekend,  getting  out 
of  bed  in  the  morning  may  be  easier,  but  that 
feeling  won't  last.  Your  body  needs  time  to 
adapt  to  the  changed  hours  because  it  runs 
on  its  own  biological  clock. 

This  inner  clock  regulates  our  sleep-wake- 
fulness  cycle,  our  body  temperature,  and 
the  amount  of  hormones  in  our  blood  at  any 
given  time. 

Many  organisms,  including  humans,  have 
evolved  to  expect  the  24-hour  rotation  of  our 
planet.  Diurnal  species  such  as  ourselves, 
active  during  the  day,  are  cued  by  sunlight 
to  be  awake  or  asleep  around  the  same  time 
every  day. 

Our  clock  is  regulated  by  a  small  area  of  the 
brain,  the  superchiasmatic  nuclei  (SCN).  This 
group  of  about  10,000  cells  receives  signals 
from  the  retina,  where  sunlight  is  detected. 


and  the  regular  variation  of  light  "sets"  the 
clock. 

Interestingly,  while  the  input  of  sunlight  is 
important  in  "setting"  the  clock,  the  SCN  is 
able  to  keep  its  own  activity  pattern  even  in 
the  absence  of  sunlight,  but  the  pattern  strays 
closer  to  a  25-hour  cycle,  like  a  faulty  clock 
when  it  is  not  "set"  for  too  long. 

The  effect  of  the  biological  clock  is  obvi- 
ous when  you  travel  to  another  time  zone: 
you  still  get  tired  at  your  regular  bedtime, 
regardless  of  the  time  of  day.  The  inner  clock 
can  be  reset  to  new  daylight  hours  by  about 
one  to  two  hours  a  day,  so  jetlag  eventually 
wears  off. 

Less  extreme  than  jetlag  is  the  one-hour 
time  change  we  experience  twice  a  year  when 
daylight  savings  starts  or  ends.  This  is  why  it 
was  so  easy  to  get  up  this  past  Monday:  your 
body  clock  was  slightly  ahead  for  one  day. 
Time,  however,  always  has  a  way  of  catching 
up  with  you. 
— EVAAMSEN 
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scientists  grow  embryonic  cells  in  vitro  by 
isolating  cells  from  an  animal  and  implant- 
ing them  into  a  mouse  blastocyst,  or  early 
embryo.  The  blastocyst  is  then  placed  back 
into  the  mouse,  and  develops  into  a  ma- 
ture mouse  fetus  that  has  cells  of  both  the 
mouse  and  the  animal  the  implanted  cells 
came  from.  These  methods  have  allowed 
scientists  to  develop  transgenic  animals 
that  are  used  as  models  to  study  the  way 
genes  function. 

"No  matter  what  kind  of  exciting  idea  you 
have,  you  must  sell  it,"  said  Brinster.  "But  re- 
serve 25  per  cent  of  your  time  to  [work  on] 
the  dream  you  don't  tell  anyone  about." 

Brinster's  own  secret  research  led  to  his 
discovery  of  a  method  to  grow  spermato- 
gonia! stem  cells  in  vitro.  These  are  primi- 
tive cells  that  can  later  develop  into  sperm 
cells. 

His  work  has  opened  up  new  possibilities 
in  germ-line  therapies,  like  treating  sterility 
in  male  cancer  patients  taking  chemothera- 
peutic  drugs  which  destroy  sperm  cells. 
— NIRA  DATTA 

Prevention  for  the  HIV  pandemic 

"We  can  no  longer  accept  the  status  quo  in 
the  ever-increasing  numbers  of  HIV-infect- 
ed individuals,"  said  Dr.  Allan  Ronald,  this 
year's  recipient  of  the  Wightman  Award,  an 
international  award  recognizing  outstand- 
ing leadership  in  medicine.  The  award  was 
given  to  Ronald,  a  medical  scientist  at  the 
University  of  Manitoba,  for  his  research  on 
infectious  diseases,  particularly  HIV  and 
other  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

"Only  with  the  effects  of  prevention  will 
we  ever  hope  to  begin  the  long  journey  to 
the  partial  conquest  of  AIDS,"  he  said.  While 
recognizing  the  vast  improvements  in  HIV 
morbidity  and  mortality  rates  since  the  in- 
troduction of  antiretroviral 
therapy,  Ronald  explained  that 
new  treatment  strategies  and 
the  expectation  of  an  HIV  vac- 
cine have  diverted  attention 
away  from  prevention. 

Because  the  most  optimistic 
researchers  predict  at  least  a 
decade  before  the  development 
of  a  vaccine,  Ronald  argued 
that  we  must  focus  on  stop- 
ping the  spread  of  the  disease 
through  prevention  strategies. 
These  include  targeting  injec- 
tion-drug users  for  intervention 
programs,  ensuring  sex  work- 
ers in  developing  countries 
have  ready  access  to  condoms, 
promoting  male  circumcision, 
and  simply  encouraging  people 
to  get  tested  for  HIV. 

Ronald  challenged  scientists 
to  be  passionate  about  their 
work  in  the  medical  sciences, 
as  the  history  of  politics  and     An  HIV  virion 


activism  surrounding  HIV  has  changed  the 
way  we  approach  the  science  of  pandem- 
ics. 

"AIDS  has  spawned  activism  that  has  al- 
tered forever  the  independence  that  sci- 
ence has  had  from  the  diseases  we  study," 
he  said. 

— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 

No  heart  is  hopeless 

After  an  acute  myocardial  infarction,  com- 
monly known  as  a  heart  attack,  the  heart 
needs  to  regenerate  in  order  to  resume  nor- 
mal function.  However,  many  patients  re- 
lapse into  heart  failure,  their  hearts  unable 
to  adequatly  repair,  even  after  the  heart  at- 
tack is  treated  and  the  patient  is  given  drugs 
that  reduce  their  chance  of  mortality. 

"The  reality  is  that  even  despite  these 
drugs,  the  impact  of  mortality  is  about  30 
per  cent  in  five  years  in  these  patients,"  said 
Dr.  Victor  Dzau,  the  dean  at  Duke  Universi- 
ty's medical  school.  Dzau's  research  sug- 
gests that  gene  therapy  can  prevent — and 
reverse — the  damaging  after-effects  of  myo- 
cardial infarctions. 

"The  idea  is  to  give  a  therapeutic  agent 
preemptively  [to  high-risk  cardiovascular 
patients]  so  that  it  is  around  to  give  life-long 
protection,"  he  said.  The  treatments  under 
scrutiny  are  gene  products  and  stem  cells 
for  their  potential  in  stimulating  heart  tissue 
regeneration.  Current  evidence  has  shown 
that  the  "hemoxidase"  gene  can  provide 
heart  preservation  and  protection  against 
heart  injury  incurred  during  an  attack. 

However,  gene  and  stem  cell  therapy  are 
both  a  long  way  from  being  used  for  human 
treatment.  While  it  is  still  too  early  to  know 
the  impact  of  these  treatments,  cell-based 
heart  regeneration  strategies  would  be  bet- 
ter than  any  currently  available  treatment 
approaches,  said  Dzau. 
—MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 
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opment  of  flu  vaccines,  U.S.  president  Bush 
has  taken  the  potential  threat  of  an  influenza 
pandemic  quite  seriously.  Because  influenza 
viruses  mutate  incredibly  rapidly,  developing 
effective  vaccines  is  a  constant  battle  for  sci- 
entists. 
—NIRA  DATTA 

A  mathematical  handshake 

The  explosion  of  genetic  and  protein  data 
into  the  scientific  community  has  resulted  in 
a  fast-paced  race  to  publish  new  discoveries 
about  human  cells.  Just  how  exactly  do  scien- 
tists organize  the  vast  amount  of  information 
involved? 

"Cellular  networks  are  more  complicated 
than  the  Tokyo  subway,  and  at  least  that's  co- 
lour-coded!" exclaimed  Dr.  Sydney  Brenner  of 
the  Salk  Institute  in  San  Diego,  a  2002  Nobel 
laureate  and  a  2006  Gairdner  award  recipient. 
He  explained  that  cells  use  simple  arithmetic 
to  get  around  such  complexity. 

"I  call  it  the  income  tax  principle,"  said 
Brenner.  "As  we  all  know  it  is  criminal  to 
evade  paying  income  tax,  but  there  are  legal 
means  of  avoidance.  A  cellular  system  treats 
complexity  like  income  tax:  cells  don't  solve 
the  problem,  they  just  avoid  it." 

"E.  coli  found  a  way  to  avoid  the  complexity 
of  4,000  biochemical  reactions  happening  in 
the  same  space,"  said  Brenner. 

Our  cells  are  large  communication  systems 
organized  into  various  compartments,  each 
carrying  out  their  designated  function  in  a 
relatively  focused  manner,  and  communicat- 
ing to  various  other  compartments  within  the 
cell  at  the  same  time.  Scientists  began  to  un- 
derstand cellular  networks  by  doing  the  same 
thing,  understanding  one  part  of  the  cellular 
system,  and  then  expanding  the  scope  to  wid- 
er levels. 

Brenner  explained  that  biologists  can  use 
simple  "cellular  arithmetic"  as  a  way  of  avoid- 
ing the  incredible  complexity  of  cellular  net- 
works. 

This  arithmetic  is  based  on  the  principle 
that  protein  interactions  are  symmetrical, 
forming  "dimers,"  complexes  made  up  of  two 
proteins. 

"A  dimer  is  like  a  handshake.  When  you 
put  out  your  right  hand  and  shake  mine,  this 
is  symmetry,"  said  Brenner.  Like  insulin  and 
insulin  receptors  on  the  surface  of  cells,  one 
molecule  combines  with  the  other  in  a  dimer 
in  order  to  elicit  a  cascade  of  reactions  in  the 
cell,  many  of  which  will  involve  forming  more 
"molecular  handshakes." 

Brenner  believes  this  basic  interaction  can 
predict  the  total  amount  of  proteins  involved 
in  a  single  cellular  process,  like  the  complex 
reaction  of  a  cell  to  insulin.  Scientists  could 
simply  count  the  number  of  proteins  predicted 
to  be  involved  in  a  specific  cellular  system. 

"You  don't  have  to  do  any  courses  in  ana- 
lytical algebra — it's  all  generally  sums,"  said 
Brenner. 
—NIRA  DATTA 


De-junking  RNA 


Ribonucleic  acid  biology  has  emerged  as  a 
central  component  in  understanding  how 
our  genes  are  expressed  and  controlled.  A 
2006  Gairdner  laureate,  Dr.  Joan  Steitz,  pio- 
neered work  in  the  field  of  RNA  biology  in  an 
effort  to  determine  how  RNA  molecules  func- 
tion in  living  cells. 

The  central  dogma  of  molecular  biology 
describes  how  our  genes  are  expressed  in  a 
three-step  process:  DNA  is  transcribed  into 
RNA,  which  is  then  translated  into  protein. 
The  protein  carries  out  its  designated  func- 
tion as  originally  specified  by  the  DNA  that 
encoded  the  protein. 

However,  a  lot  of  junk  in  our  DNA,  known 
as  "introns,"  need  to  be  removed  from  RNA 
before  a  final  protein  is  made.  Relieving  the 
RNA  of  its  introns  requires  an  intricate  array 
of  cellular  machinery  to  ensure  accurate  re- 
moval. 

"There  is  cellular  machinery  that  can  pre- 
cisely recognize  the  boundaries  between 
the  junk  and  the  good  stuff  and  make  cuts  at 
the  ends  of  the  junk,"  explained  Steitz,  who 
helped  elucidate  this  splicing  machinery. 
The  splicing  complexes  are  comprised  of 
small  nuclear  ribonucleoprotein  particles, 
or  snRNPs,  which  are  complexes  of  protein 
and  RNA. 

"My  lab  is  currently  looking  at  how  splic- 
ing is  connected  to  other  events  in  gene  ex- 
pression, such  as  the  molecular  interaction 
between  RNA  processing  events  and  tran- 
scription, export,  and  things  that  happened 
in  cytoplasm  of  a  cell." 
—NIRA  DATTA 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE 


A  promising  research  finding  in 
June  reported  a  cure  for  mice  with 
Huntington's  disease  symptoms.  Visit 
www.thevarsity.ca  for  The  Varsity's 
coverage  of  a  recent  talk  that  discussed 
the  implications  of  this  finding. 
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NBA's  splendid  six 


JONAS  SIEGEL  takes  your  bets  and  sets  the  odds  for  April's  champion 


MIAMh 
HEAT 


Heat:  Dwyane  Wade  is  as  clutch  as  they  come  and 
Udonis  Haslem  is  a  beast  on  the  boards,  but  Miami 
is  old  and  vulnerable.  Shaq  is  34,  slow,  creaky  and  at 
times  unmotivated.  With  last  year's  Heat  Champion- 
ship under  his  belt,  what  does  he  have  to  keep  him  go- 
ing? The  bench  is  also  rotting  out.  Gary  Paj^on  is  38 
and  nowhere  near  the  defender  he  once  was.  Alonzo 
Mourning  at  36  can  only  give  you  15-20  minutes  of  su- 
perb defence  a  night. 

Pat  Riley  will  have  to  lean  heavily  on  Wade,  who  will 
try  his  best  to  shoulder  the  brunt  of  the  burden.  The 
Heat  got  hot  at  the  right  time  last  year,  but  if  they  be- 
lieve that  they  can  just  turn  on  the  jets  whenever  they 
feel  like  it,  think  again. 
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Suns:  Amare  Stoudemire  is  back  and  appears  to  be 
reloaded  for  the  Suns  run-and-gun  attack.  But  when 
playoff  time  comes,  can  the  Suns  stop  anyone?  Steve 
Nash  may  mean  more  to  his  team  than  any  player  this 
century,  and  has  a  supporting  cast  that  can  do  damage 
in  the  playoffs  in  Stoudemire,  all-star  Shawn  Marion, 
and  rising  star  Boris  Diaw.  But  in  a  seven-game  series, 
can  you  really  see  them  locking  a  team  down  on  the 
defensive  end  of  the  floor? 
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Mavericks:  Dirk  Nowitzki  is  the  best  big  man  in  the 

game,  hands  down.  He  has  heightened  his  game  to  the 
point  where  he  is  almost  unstoppable  on  the  offensive 
side  of  the  ball.  That  said,  the  Mavericks  are  soft  and 
not  the  type  of  team  who  will  wear  you  down  mentally 
and  physically.  Every  guy  on  this  team  is  a  bit  soft  and 
more  likely  to  choke  in  a  key  moment  than  rise  to  the 
occasion.  Their  offence  is  also  street-like  in  that  it  in- 
volves a  ton  of  one-on-one  play.  Take  point  guard  Jason 
Terry,  who  can  score  but  has  issues  getting  everyone 
else  involved — a  problem  since  that's  his  job.  There's 
no  one  on  this  team  that  scares  me  at  the  end  of  the 
game,  including  Dirk. 

ODDS:  3-1 


Pistons:  Ben  Wallace's  departure  from  the  motor  city 
to  the  windy  city  has  most  experts  declaring  an  end  to 
the  Piston's  run  of  dominance.  Not  so — the  Pistons  will 
be  fine  and  maybe  even  better.  Wallace  is  wearing  down 
athletically  and  has  become  less  dominant  on  the  defen- 
sive end  of  the  floor.  His  lack  of  offence  and  woeful  free- 
throw  shooting  killed  the  Pistons  during  the  playoffs  last 
season,  forcing  Flip  Saunders  to  replace  him  with  Antonio 
McDyess  in  crucial  situations.  1  like  the  grit  on  this  Detroit 
team  a  lot,  and  loved  the  additions  of  sleeper-sub  Flip 
Murray  for  his  sweet  shooting  and  centre  Nazr  Moham- 
med with  offence  in  the  five  spot.  With  Chauncey  Billups 
playing  like  an  MVP,  1  see  this  team  representing  the  East 
in  June. 
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CHICAGO 
BULLS 


Bulls:  With  the  addition  of  Wallace,  the  Bulls  have  be- 
come the  sexy  pick  to  win  the  title  this  year.  But  Big  Ben 
brings  something  Chicago  already  had  plenty  of:  defence. 
Last  season,  the  Bulls  D  was  up  there  with  the  best  teams 
in  the  league.  It  was  their  offence  that  was  the  problem. 
Which  makes  the  acquisition  of  Wallace  all  the  more 
puzzling.  The  Bulls  needed  to  add  a  big  man  who  could 
score  and  Wallace  is  a  far  cry  from  that.  They  could've  ad- 
dressed that  need  in  the  draft  with  Lamarcus  Aldridge  but 
chose  to  go  with  a  Wallace  clone  in  Tyrus  Thomas.  There's 
not  a  player  on  this  team  who  you'd  worry  about  shutting 
down  in  a  seven-game  series.  Ben  Gordon  can  score,  but 
he's  far  from  dominant. 
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Spurs:  Tim  Duncan  was  a  monster  in  last  year's  playoffs 
(26  ppg,  11  rpg),  after  limping  badly  through  the  regular 
season  with  plantar  fasciitis.  He  will  be  back  at  100  per 
cent  for  the  first  time  in  years  and  will  look  to  avenge  the 
Spurs'  loss  to  Dallas  last  spring.  Tony  Parker  has  devel- 
oped into  one  of  the  best  point  guards  in  the  league  and 
is  the  glue  of  this  team.  Parker's  ability  to  get  into  the  lane 
and  create  open  shots  for  teammates  makes  the  offence 
go  and  helps  ease  the  pressure  on  Duncan.  The  Spurs 
added  the  Red  Rocket  from  Toronto  (Matt  Bonner) — an 
almost  perfect  acquisition  for  a  team  that  has  the  ability 
to  mask  defensive  deficiencies  of  almost  any  player.  Bon- 
ner is  less  than  stellar  on  the  defensive  end,  but  his  sharp 
shooting  will  be  a  perfect  complement  to  the  inside  play 
of  Duncan. 
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The  signing  of  GM  Bryan  Colangelo  has  renewed  interest  in  the  Raptors. 

In  Colangelo 
we  trust 


Jamie  McCallum 


For  the  first  time  in  a  long  time,  there 
is  reason  to  smile  if  you  are  a  Raptors 
fan. 

After  four  consecutive  seasons  of 
missing  the  playoffs,  questionable 
player  deals 'and  signings,  visible  lack 
of  effort  from  the  players,  and  incon- 
sistency from  the  front  office  to  the 
court,  Toronto  fans  had  little  hope  for 
the  future. 

When  hopeless  Rob  "Hoffa"  Bab- 
cock  was  let  go,  fans  muttered  "better 
late  than  never."  But  who  would  take 
his  spot?  It  seemed  like  Toronto  could 
do  no  better  for  General  Manager.  And 
then,  there  was  light. 

Word  of  the  big  acquisition  rumbled 
throughout  the  league,  and  it  gave  the 
Raptors  instant  credibility  and  legiti- 
macy. Bryan  Colangelo  transformed 
the  Phoenix  Suns  into  one  of  the  most 
exciting  teams  in  the  league,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  well-known  and  highly 
respected  minds  in  the  game.  Signing 
the  20005  NBA  Executive  of  the  Year 
Colangelo  this  off-season  has  paid  im- 
mediate dividends  for  the  franchise. 
Judging  from  the  preseason,  where 
they  have  gone  7-1,  there  has  been  a 
concerted  effort  for  Toronto  to  be- 
come the  "Phoenix  of  the  Northeast." 

It  was  clear  from  the  start  that,  as 
with  all  great  leaders,  Colangelo  had  a 
vision.  He  began  a  large  overhaul  that 
would  leave  only  two  players  from 
last  year's  roster,  Chris  Bosh  and  Mo 
Peterson,  returning  for  this  season. 
He  wanted  the  Raptors  to  run  and  get 
out  on  the  fast  break,  and  he  wanted 
highly  athletic,  competitive  players 
with  good  attitudes  who  put  team  suc- 
cess first. 

With  this  in  mind,  Mike  James  had 
to  go.  So  did  the  highly  talented  but 


unreliable  Charlie  Villaneuva.  The 
rookie-of-the-year  runner-up  was 
traded  for  the  lightning-quick,  dime- 
dealing  T.J  Ford,  who  represents  the 
first  unselfish  point  guard  in  a  Raptor 
uniform.  Colangelo  acquired  a  proven 
centre  in  Rasho  Nesterovic,  a  smart 
and  competent  rotation  player  who 
will  fill  a  large  gap  in  the  middle.  He 
acquired  former  dunk  contest  cham- 
pion Fred  Jones,  who  will  likely  flour- 
ish in  this  fast-paced  offence. 

Colangelo  also  showed  that  he  is 
not  shy  about  bringing  in  players  from 
across  the  pond.  With  the  first  pick 
in  the  NBA  draft,  he  selected  the  Ital- 
ian sharpshooter  Andrea  Bargnani. 
Drawing  comparisons  to  Dirk  Nowit- 
zki, this  seven-footer  can  drive  to  the 
hoop  and  possesses  one  of  the  pur- 
est jump  shots  in  the  league,  rivalling 
Ray  Allen's.  Keeping  up  with  the  Euro 
theme,  he  acquired  Spaniard  Jorge 
Garbajosa,  whose  basketball  IQ  is  as 
high  as  any  NBA  veteran,  and  lassoed 
two-time  reigning  European  league 
MVP  Anthony  Parker.  It  seems  fit- 
ting, given  Toronto's  cultural  mosaic 
and  the  fact  that  European  teams  are 
quickly  catching  up  to  the  American 
game,  that  the  Raptors  have  the  spice 
of  international  flavour. 

They  are  as  deep  as  they  have  ever 
been.  They  have  skilled  big  men  to  bat- 
tle for  boards.  They  have  pure  shoot- 
ers that  can  knock  down  threes  and 
keep  the  defence  honest.  And  most 
importantly,  they  are  playing  as  a 
team  with  a  newfound  confidence  and 
swagger,  not  seen  in  these  parts  since 
that  guy  Vince  was  around.  There  is  a 
buzz  and  an  excitement  surrounding 
this  group. 

It  is  no  longer  a  question  of  whether 
the  Toronto  Raptors  will  make  the 
playoffs.  It  is  a  question  of  when. 


sports@thevarsity.ca 


VARSITY  SPORTS 


Hockey  aims  to  improve 
offensive  power  play 


Brian  O'Neill 


Facing  two  road  games  this  week- 
end, Men's  Hockey  (3-3)  will  have 
to  tighten  up  their  power  play  to  re- 
turn home  with  a  winning  record. 
Having  converted  less  than  seven 
per  cent — just  six  goals — the  Blues 
aim  to  improve  that  power-play 
mark  as  they  travel  to  Universite 
de  Quebec  at  Trois-Rivieres  Friday, 
and  Concordia  Saturday. 

Losing  streak  snapped 

The  Blues  were  in  tough  this  week- 
end to  get  their  season  back  on 
track.  They  put  an  end  to  a  three- 
game  skid,  defeating  visiting  Ot- 
tawa 2-1  Saturday. 

Leading  the  way  to  a  2-1  victory 
over  Ottawa  was  a  Blues  team  much 
more  aggressive  on  the  power  play 
and  not  flatfooted  breaking  out  of 
their  own  zone.  The  Blues  convert- 
ed on  25  per  cent  of  their  power 
plays  and  applied  good  pressure 
on  the  Ottawa  defence. 

"Tonight  we  were  much  better 
on  the  power  play,"  said  Coach 
Darren  Lowe.  "We  worked  hard  in 
practice  and  that  showed  on  the 
ice  tonight." 

All  the  scoring  was  done  in  the 
first  six  minutes  of  the  first  period 
as  Gee-Gees  forward  Nick  Vernelli 
scored  the  first  goal  at  1:23  in.  Scott 
Malcolm  countered  for  the  Blues, 
tying  it  up  five  seconds  after  the 
three-minute  mark  on  a  power  play 
tally.  Two  minutes  later  the  Blues 
effectively  worked  the  puck  on  a 
two-man  advantage  until  a  slick 
pass  from  Mark  Heatley  found  Joe 
Rand  in  the  slot  who  slid  it  through 
the  Ottawa  keeper^'s  five-hole  to 
give  the  Blues  the  2-1  lead. 

They  held  off  Ottawa  defensively 
for  the  reminder  of  the  game,  be- 
hind Blues  goalie  Ryan  Grinnel's 
33  saves  that  brought  his  goals- 
against  average  to  2.68. 

Penalty  plight 

U  of  T  also  stayed  out  of  the  pen- 
alty box,  which  shows  improve- 
ment for  a  team  that  has  logged 


146  minutes  in  the  sin  bin  through 
six  games. 

"We  played  the  game  well  up 
and  down  the  ice,"  Lowe  said.  "We 
didn't  take  as  many  penalties  in  the 
second  and  third,  and  that  proved 
effective  in  the  outcome." 

The  Blues'  strong  defence  also 
led  to  breakouts  on  the  wings.  The 
quicker,  more  aggressive  Blues 
simply  out-played  Ottawa  in  every 
way. 

"We  had  more  guys  commit  to 
shot-blocking,"  Lowe  said.  "In- 
stead of  using  only  seven  guys  on 
defence,  we  went  with  a  more  over- 
all defensive  strategy  that  we  look 
to  use  throughout  the  remainder 
of  the  season." 

Putrid  power  play 

On  Friday,  the  Blues  were  goose- 
egged  3-0  by  visiting  McGill.  U  of 
T  went  0  for  9  on  the  power  play 
and  struggled  to  get  any  offence 
generated  against  a  strong  McGill 
team  that  proved  too  much  for 
Blues.  Under  the  new  rules,  power 
play  success  is  imperative  and  the 
Blues'  failure  to  set  up  a  decent 
power  play,  and  their  undisci- 
plined penalties,  were  evident  in 
the  loss. 

"We  need  to  relax  and  work  the 
puck  around,"  Lowe  said.  "A  lot  of 
our  power  plays  were  cut  short  on 
penalties  of  our  own." 

The  Blues  opened  the  game 
strong  and  kept  McGill  to  two 
shots  in  the  first  period  despite 
having  four  penalties.  McGill  took 
the  lead  on  their  second  shot 
at  6:56  into  the  first  period  on  a 
power  play  goal  that  goaltender 
Ryan  Grinnell  made  the  initial  save 
on,  but  whose  rebound  was  not 
cleared  by  the  Blues'  defence. 

The  Blues  played  hard  most  of 
the  night,  keeping  McGill  1-10  on 
the  power  play  and  limiting  them 
to  28  shots. 

"We  could've  won  that  game," 
Lowe  said.  "We  were  in  tough  until 
the  third  and  competed  well." 

After  a  big  second-period  check 
by  Blues  defenseman  Ed  Snetsing- 
er  along  the  boards  in  the  Blues' 


end,  the  physicality  of  the  game 
picked  up.  U  of  T  played  the  body 
strongly  the  rest  of  the  game,  but 
this  increase  in  roughness  led  to 
a  few  missed  checks  that  caused 
two  quick  McGill  goals  in  the  third 
period. 

After  starting  the  season  2-0,  the 
Blues  lost  their  next  three,  getting 
outscored  12-3.  U  of  T  dropped 
their  last  two  on  the  road  against 
York  2-0  on  October  19  and  Brock 
7-3  on  October  21. 


The  Blues  are  all  cheers  after  netting  one  against  Laurier  earlier  this  month,  but  their  power 
play  has  been  inconsistent  this  year.  U  of  T  has  converted  only  seven  per  cent  of  their  power 
play  opportunities. 


THIS  WEEK'S  GAMES 

ICE  HOCKEY  ■  Varsity  Arena 
Women  vs.  Western 
Fri.  Nov.  3  -  7:30  p.m. 


Women  vs. York  ' 
Sun.  Nov.  S  -  5  p.m. 


SWIMMING  -  Athletic  Centre 
50  m  pool 
Blues  vs. Waterloo 
Sat.  Nov.  4  -  3:30  p.m. 


WATER  POLO  -  Athletic  Centre 

SO  m  pool 

Women  vs. York 

Wed.  Nov.  I  -  8:30  p.m. 

Men  vs. York 

Wed.  Nov.  I  -  7:00  p.m. 


wwv/.varsitybiues.ca 
UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTd 


VARSITY  BLUES 


RESEARCH  VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

Healthy  male  research  volunteers,  on  no 
medication,  needed  for  a  research  study 
at  the  Toronto  General  Hospital.  Four  sep- 
arate overnight  hospital  admissions,  each 
l^k  days,  4-6  weeks  apart.  Intravenous  lines 
for  blood  sampling.  1  visit  you  will  receive 
an  anti-inflammatory  agent  plus  intralipid, 
which  is  a  standard  intravenous  fat  feed- 
ing, another  saline  plus  and  anti-flam- 
matory  agent,  saline  alone  and  intralipid 
alone.  You  will  be  reimbursed  $1200.00  for 
your  time  commitment  and  to  cover  any 
expenses  you  incur  If  interested  please 
contact  the  study  coordinator  at  416-340- 
4800  ext.  8886. 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 

OILSKIN  COATS-T's  the  Season. 

Quality  waterproof  coats  made  from  100% 
cotton.  Long  lasting  and  outstanding  style. 
Full  length  from  $159.  and  mid-length  $145. 
Hats  are  $25.  www.australian-shop.ca 
Tel.  416-322-5826. 


CLASSIFIEDS 

ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  or  signup.  Just  dial  10-10-940 
before  your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on 
your  local  Bell  bill,  www.1010940.com 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 


ENGLISH/ESSAY  HELP! 

Flexible  hours.  Reasonable  rates.  Certi- 
fied teacher.  Near  U  of  T  416-568-1646. 


TUTORING 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  special- 
izing in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  CHM  138, 
139. 247,  ECO  220,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  WITH  SOLUTIONS  AVAIL- 
ABLE FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)-785-8898. 


EDITING 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and 
dissertations,  from  style  to  format. 
APA,  MLA  and  McGill  styles  are  speci- 
alities. Mary  Anne  Carswell,  MA,  MEd, 
mcarsweII@svmpatico.ca .  416-303-3106. 


Advertise  In 


ads@thevarsity.ca 
416-946-7604 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email.  DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue- 
Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon.  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6.  Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


In  the  past  i  have  called  my 
fists  "Knuckles  and 
Chuckles",  and  then  later- 
upgraded  to  the  truly 
compelling  "Rocco  and  choco, 
the  Twins!    who!  Punch!" 
but  now  I  \ 
have  an  even 


I  can  ALSO  say  "Looks 

like  it's   LADIES*  NIGHT 

at  the  Buffet  tonight!" 
Hee  hee! 

J    For  M«hen  you  

^     beat  up  woaen? 


The  CHINESE 
BUFFET! 


That  way  i  can  menace  someone  with  my  fists 
and  say  "Do  you  want  to  visit  the  Chinese 
Buffet?    It's  all  you  can  eat  tonight, 
baby'"  \ 

—  All  you  can  eat? 

^  All  you  can  eat  knuckle 
SANDWICHES!    The  Chinese 
Buffet  serves  Chinese 
food  AND  knuckle 
sandwiches  to  those  who 
are  cruisin"  for  a 
steaming  plate  of  them. 
I  cannot  stress jthis,,^ — — O 
enough:  it's 
■^^^^g^  all  you  can  eat 


NO,  for  after  I  beat  up  a  dude  and 
want  to  imply  that  he's  actually  a 
woman,  in  case  he's  the  sort  of  guy 
who  gets  mad  at  that!    Although  i 
COULD  also  use  it  if  i  fought  women 
\  .- — like,  a  cabal 
;  of  sexy, 

i^^cS  yet  EVIL, 
librarians! 


,  YOU  wi  n  be 
^  prepared  if 
that 
happens ! 
The  only 

  problem  is 

(  you ' re  not 
■V^  Chinese? 


LATER: 

God!  can  you  make  me  Chinese 
so  that  my  fist  nickname  - 
makes  sense?  / 

\     -^"^ONLY   IF  YOU 
'  PROMISE  TO 

PUNCH  A  GUY 
INTO  THE 
OCEAN  AND 
SAY   AT  THE 
BUFFET 
WATER    IS  ON 
THE  HOUSE 


that  is 
a  deal . 


THE  WORLD'S  GREATEST  COMIC  STRIP!  By  Daniel  Kaell 


oriTGOD.'  I  CBNJT  Believe  ^ 
Too  m^e  ooT  vjnu  ^z^ck 

You  KN€W  1  uke 


i  CWLY  DID  IT  TO  Ger? 
BACK  ftT  ^Q^jX^Zll 

Ntvep.  LeT  Pi 


COME 
TO  THE 
YORK 

UNIVERSITY 
GRADUATE 
OPEN 
HOUSE 

NOVEMBER  11,  2006 
1-3PM,  VARI  HALL 
KEELE  CAMPUS 

Welcome  to  the 
Interdisciplinary 
university. 

York  University's  graduate  programs 
bring  together  thinkers  from  every 
disciplne  to  tackle  real  world  issues. 
At  York,  students  and  faculty  are 
engaged  in  innovative  research 
across  44  master's  and  doctoral 
programs.  That  and  more  is  what 
makes  York  the  inspired  choice 
for  graduate  studies. 


YORK 

UNIVEHSIT6 
UNIVERSITV 


redefine  the  POSSIBLE 


IL 


The  Varsity's  2006-2007 
Lecture  Series 

An  evening  with  U  of  T  philosophy 
professor,  prolific  author 
and  columnist 


Mark  KIngwell 

As  he  talks  about  journalism 
and  his  days  as  Editor-in- 
Chief  of  The  Varsity. 


Thursday,  November  2 
at  6:00  p.m. 
Cartwright  Hail 
St.  Hilda's  Residence, 
Trinity  College 

Q&A  to  follow.  Light 
refreshments  will  be  served. 

Another  free  event  brought 
to  you  by  U  of  T's  unofficial 
journalism  school, 
The  Varsity! 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


?  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 
Classroom  Management  Techniques 
Detailed  Lesson  Planning 
Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 
Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 
Teacher  Placement  Service 
Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 
Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

J  Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-924-3240/1-800-779-17I9 
www.oxfordseminars.com 


D[MI 

Thai  Boxing  Academy 

•  Adult  and  Kids  Classes 

•  Personal  Training 

•  Weight  Facility 

•  Champion  Instructors 

416-781-3775 
www.houseofmuaythai.com 


A  WORLD 

WITHOUT 

BORDERS 

NEEDS  A 

GRADUATE 

PROGRAM 

WITHOUT 

BORDERS 


www.yorku.ca/openhouse 
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Being  Borat 

U  of  T  Mississauga  mob  mimics  movie  mirth-maker's  moves 


Fawning 
film  review, 
A&E//P.7 


Mayukh  Mitra  and  Rafeena  Haniff,  students  at  U  of  T  Mississauga,  and  Pratik  Marathe,  a  student  at  Fattier  Michael 
Goetz  Catholic  secondary  school  in  Mississauga,  dressed  up  for  an  exclusive  screening  of  Borat  at  the  Paramount 
Theatre  lastThursday.  At  the  screening,  organized  by  the  Students'  Administrative  Council,  students  were  encouraged 
to  show  up  in  costume,  with  the  best  Borat  imitator  winning  a  New  Year's  Eve  weekend  to  Montreal.  The  prize  was  won 
by  Marathe.  "I  will  go  to  a  club  and  make  a  sexy  time  with  girls  in  Montreal,"  said  Marathe.  "Is  nice! " 


//TORONTO  VOTES '06 


The  audacity  of  Cole 

Holding  out  hope,  city  councillor  candidate  Desmond  Cole  is  challenging  the  front-runners  in  Ward  20,  MIKE  GHENU  writes 


Ward  20  city  councillor  candidate  Desmond  Cole  unpacks  some  signs  from  his  campaign  mini  van  while 
canvassing  Annex  businesses  and  residents  on  Saturday. 


His  campaign  for  city  councillor  may 
have  momentum,  but  in  Kensington 
Market  on  Saturday  night,  Desmond 
Cole's  campaign  car  was  not  going  any- 
where. 

His  beer  glass  emptying  as  he  packed  away 
a  sandwich  inside  a  nearby  restaurant,  await- 
ing CAA,  Cole  brimmed  with  ideas  about  bet- 
tering Toronto's  Ward  20,  Trinity-Spadina. 

He  spoke  excitedly  about  expanding  bike 
lanes,  encouraging  green  roofs  on  buildings 
to  save  energy,  and  working  with  businesses 
to  use  less  air  conditioning  in  summer.  He 
gushed  about  forming  ward  councils  to  deal 
with  local  issues  at  the  neighbourhood  level, 
and  about  extending  municipal  voting  rights 
to  16-year-olds  and  non-citizens. 

Periodically,  he  would  turn  his  head  to 
scan  the  Leafs  game  on  a  television  set. 
"Don't  dilly-dally  with  it,"  he  hollered  at  a  de- 
fenseman  at  one  point,  before  turning  back 
to  policy. 

"There  is  no  municipal  standard  right  now 
to  hold  a  landlord  accountable,"  he  said, 
stressing  the  need  for  city-licensed  land- 
lords. 

Cole,  24,  is  gunning  for  the  city  councillor 


seat  vacated  by  Olivia  Chow.  He  faces  stiff 
competition  from  Helen  Kennedy,  Chow's  for- 
mer constituency  assistant,  Adam  Vaughan, 
a  long-time  City  Hall  journalist,  and  four  oth- 
er candidates.  But  Cole  has  benefited  from 
the  recognition,  and  team  of  volunteers, 
earned  for  being  one  of  four  winners  of  this 
summer's  City  Idol  competition. 

The  contest  aimed  to  encourage  change 
in  the  city  by  drawing  in  more  young  candi- 
dates to  run  for  councillor.  "He  actually  ran 
for  City  Idol  on  a  bet  that  he  would  not  be 
able  to  keep  a  speech  under  a  minute,"  said 
Joan  Chung,  a  long-time  friend.  "He  is  often 
characterized  as  being  long-winded." 

Cole  was  born  in  Red  Deer,  Alberta,  where 
he  lived  until  age  four,  before  moving  to 
Oshawa.  He  attended  Father  Leo  J.  Austin 
secondary  school,  in  Whitby,  where  he  was 
student  council  president  and  class  vale- 
dictorian. "Des  for  pres,"  was  a  slogan  that 
made  the  rounds  at  his  school,  according  to 
Chung. 

Cole  then  attended  Queen's  University 
for  political  science,  but  dropped  out  after 

SEE  CANDIDATE  -PG  2 
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HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


SiL     Your  student  centre! 

Elevator  ilTV 


The  Hart  House  Drama  Society  presents... 

A  STAR  STRUCK 
$5  Buck  Lunch 

November  8th  m  the  Great  Hall 
1 1:45AM  -  2:00PM 


Lisa  Rochon  &  Mark  Kingwell 
EXPLORE  GRAND  DESIGN 

November  8  at  6:30pm. 
In  the  East  Common  Room.  Free! 
Join  Lisa  Rochon,  Globe  and  Mail  architeaure  critic;  and 
Mark  Kjngwell,  cultural  theorist  for  a  wide-rartging 
conversation  about  Grand  Design.  Moderated  by 
Larry  Richards,  former  Dean  of  Architecture. 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1:30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  Meet  groups  working  to  end  violence 
internationally  and  achieve  peace.  Drop  in  for  coffee 
&  cookies,  meet  new  people  and  find  out  how  you 
can  get  involved  on  campus. 


JAZZ  @  OSCARS 

/  /  0  Clock  faculty  band 
A  Big  Band  that  will  take  you  back  in  time  with  the 
hits  and  sounds  of  classic  jazz  w/th  a  youthful  flair 
and  interpretation. 
Nov.  1 0th  at  9:00PM  in  the  Arbor  Room. 


AUDITIONS 
OPEN  CASTING  CALL 

Actors  needed  for  the  upcoming  Chekhov 
Vaudeville  Performance.  Looking  for  students  to 
play  various  comedic  roles. 
For  an  audition  time  contaa  Zed  at 
mukidux@sympatico.ca 


INTHEJUSTINA  M. 
BARNICKE  GALLERY 

Pierre  Blanchette.Transcoding  Nature. 
Large  scale  abstract  paintings  explore  the  effects 
of  nature  on  its  surroundings,  using  vibrant  colours 
and  bold  shapes,  revealing  both  the  gigantic  and  the 
infinitesimai  Runs  until  Nov.  1 6th. 


For  more  Hart  House 
events  visit 

vynAfw.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 


'CANDIDATE'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

two  years.  "University  is  now  job  training,  and  I  think 
tliat's  nonsense,"  he  said.  He  taught  French  at  a  Dur- 
ham region  school  for  a  while,  but  moved  downtown 
two  years  ago,  where  his  housing  situation  was  initial- 
ly precarious. 

"1  was  couch-surfing,  bouncing  around  from  place  to 
place,"  he  said.  "It  was  rotten." 

These  experiences  got  him  involved  in  activism, 
working  with  at-risk  people  at  Youthlink  Innercity.  And 
they  drive  his  talk  about  connecting  with  people.  He 
scoffed,  for  instance,  when  asked  how  many  hundreds 
of  doors  he  knocks  on  in  an  afternoon. 

"That's  what's  wrong  with  politics,"  he  said.  "I'll  give 
someone  half  an  hour  at  the  door  if  need  be." 

While  knocking  on  doors  on  Walmer  Avenue  on  Sat- 
urday afternoon.  Cole  spent  time  chatting  to  whoever 
opened  the  door,  eligible  voter  or  not.  He  chatted  at 
length  with  a  teenager,  and  with  a  non-resident. 

Cole's  campaign  manager  Geordie  McRuer,  a  U  of 
T  graduate  and  close  friend,  flagged  some  addresses 
for  follow-up  visits.  By  nightfall,  they  hadn't  given  out 
more  than  two  dozen  signs — out  of  their  total  of  210, 
all  that  their  budget  had  room  for — but  Cole  had  spent 
quality  time  with  nearly  a  dozen  residents. 

"You  can't  underestimate  the  effect  of  one  sign,  or 
one  conversation  with  somebody  or  a  literature  drop," 
he  said.  But  they  ran  into  trouble  while  postering  busi- 
nesses in  Kensington  Market,  when  McRuer's  mini  van 
refused  to  start. 

"This  does  not  help  our  mission,"  said  Cole.  "Maybe 
we  can  have  a  fundraiser  for  Geordie's  car." 

Cole  hailed  a  motorist  for  help,  but  their  attempts  to 
boost  the  mini  van  were  in  vain.  After  struggling  in  the 
cold  for  twenty  minutes,  McRuer  called  for  assistance, 
and  the  team  took  shelter  in  a  nearby  restaurant. 

"After  having  done  this,  I'm  convinced  you  need  more 
money  to  win,"  said  Cole,  whose  campaign  volunteers 
helped  raise  $8,000  for  his  campaign.  "You  probably 
need  another  $10,000  for  a  campaign  office." 

Still,  Cole  said  his  candidacy  has  connected  with 
many  community  organizations  with  whom  he  may 
work  in  the  future.  "[It]  has  opened  many  doors  to  me," 
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Desmond  Cole  delivers  his  closing  statement  at  a  candidates' 
debate  at  Lilliam  Smith  library,  last  Thursday,  as  fellow  competitors 
Helen  Kennedy  (far  left)  and  Adam  Vaughan  (centre),  look  on. 

said  Cole.  And  he  has  earned  plaudits  in  the  Annex  Mir- 
ror and  the  Globe  &  Mail  for  his  performance  in  a  can- 
didates' debate  at  the  Miles  Nadal  Jewish  Community 
Centre  last  Monday. 

"If  I  don't  win,"  he  says,  flashing  a  smirk  before  turn- 
ing serious,  "I  still  accomplished  something.  I've  built  a 
base  for  myself  and  for  my  future  in  politics. 

"This  has  been  too  much  of  a  success  to  let  it  be  a 
one-off." 


the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


If  you  know  someone 
who's  contributed, 

we'd  like  to  return  the  favour. 

The  Awards  of  Excellence  will  once  again  recognize  and  reward  the 
above-and-beyond  contributions  of  your  University  ofToronto  colleagues. 
Until  Monday,  December  1 1 ,  2006  at  5:00  p.m.,  the  U  of  T  Alumni  Association 
is  pleased  to  welcome  your  nominations  for  these  2007  awards. 


FACULTY  AWARD 

CAROLYN  TUOHY  IMPACT 
ON  PUBLIC  POLICY  AWARD 

CHANCELLOR'S  AWARD 


JOAN  E.  FOLEY  QUALITY  OF 
STUDENT  EXPERIENCE  AWARD 


LUDWIK  AND  ESTELLE  JUS 
MEMORIAL  HUMAN  RIGHTS  PRIZE 


NORTHROP  FRYE  AWARDS 


A  $1,000  prize  recognizing  excellence  in  teaching,  research 
and  professional  endeavoui-s. 

A  $ !  ,500  award  honouring  excellence  in  teaching,  research  and 
the  impact  of  scholarship  on  public  policy. 

Two  $  i  ,000  prizes  for  outstanding  contributions  by  administrative  staff 
-one  in  an  early-to-mid  career  position  and  one  in  a  senior  level  position. 

A  $ !  ,000  award  to  a  student,  alumnus/a,  administrative  staff  or 
faculty  member  who  has  made  a  significant  contribution  to  improving 
the  quality  of  academic  or  extra-curricular  student  life  on  campus. 

A  $1,500  prize  recognizing  positive  and  lasting  contributions  to 
education  and  action  in  the  fight  against  discrimination. 
Nominations  are  open  to  faculty  staff  and  students. 

In  recognition  of  distinguished  achievements  linking  teaching  and 
research,  a  $2,000  prize  will  be  awarded  to  a  faculty  member  and 
$6,000  to  a  department  or  division. 


UNIVERSITY 
TORONTO 


For  forms  and  further  information,  please  visit  www.alumni.utoronto.ca  or 
contact  Linda  Wells  at  416-978-6536  or  linda.v/ells@utoronto.ca 
Division  of  University  Advancement 
J.  Robert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House 
21  King's  College  Circle 
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Genocide  sxirvivors  share  stories 


Amy  Smithers 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Thursday  evening,  in  a  lounge  deep 
in  the  maze  of  the  Trudeau  Centre 
for  Peace  and  Conflict  studies,  three 
genocide  survivors  gathered  togeth- 
er before  a  small  audience  to  share 
their  stories. 

Max  Eisen,  a  Hungarian  Holocaust 
survivor,  began  the  evening  with 
the  story  of  his  deportation  and  life 
in  the  concentration  camps.  Even 
after  his  liberation  and  the  return 
to  his  hometown,  he  was  never  ac- 
cepted back  into  his  community. 
"Not  a  single  neighbour  had  a 


nice  word  to  say,"  he  says.  "[When 
1  came  back]  1  heard  one  say,  'Who 
says  Hitler  killed  all  the  Jews?  Look, 
there's  one  coming!'"  He  realized 
that  he  was  not  welcome,  and  came 
to  Canada  with  the  help  of  a  dis- 
placed persons  group. 
"Every  genocide  starts  the  same," 
added  Dr.  Acol  Dor,  a  survivor  of 
the  current  genocide  in  Darfur.  She 
talked  about  witnessing  the  death  of 
her  father  when  she  was  seven.  He 
was  not  allowed  to  be  buried  by  the 
family,  and  was  left  for  birds  to  eat. 

It  was  a  visibly  difficult  subject  for 
Dor  to  speak  about  it,  but  she  forced 
herself  on. 


"I  talk  about  it  because  I  don't  want 
anyone  else  to  go  through  what  I 
went  through,"  she  said.  "Thank 
God  the  world  is  awake  for  Darfur." 

Dor  added  that  the  United  States 
government  is  not  doing  all  they 
could  to  help  because  Arab  powers 
in  Sudan  have  ties  to  U.S.  oil  inter- 
ests. 

The  event,  called  Witness  to  His- 
tory, is  a  signature  program  that  is 
part  of  Students  Helping  Others  Un- 
derstand Tolerance  (SHOUT),  and 
Holocaust  and  Genocide  Education 
Week,  which  is  taking  place  across 
the  GTA  until  Nov.  9. 

SHOUT'S  organizers  maintain  that 


by  listening  to  survivors'  stories,  au- 
dience members  become  witnesses 
to  these  historic  events,  and  will 
continue  the  chain  of  storytelling 
to  honour  those  who  died,  and  to 
help  prevent  history  from  repeating 
itself. 

Leo  Kabalisa,  the  final  speaker  in 
the  panel,  is  a  teacher  from  Kigali, 
Rwanda  who  has  lived  here  for  15 
years.  He  escaped  Rwanda  just  be- 
fore the  genocide,  and  lost  all  four 
brothers,  his  father,  and  most  of  his 
extended  family  within  two  weeks 
of  his  arrival  in  Canada. 

"1  got  to  82  people  1  had  lost  and 
then  I  stopped  counting,"  he  says. 
"How  can  you  be  sitting  watching  TV 
when  you  learn  about  the  death  of 
your  entire  family?" 

Though  all  three  speakers  shared 
the  same  feeling  of  helplessness. 


they  tried  to  look  toward  improving 
the  future  instead  of  dwelling  on  the 
past.  "To  hate  is  giving  my  power  to 
someone  else,"  says  Kabalisa. 

Campus  event  listings  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  week  can  be  found  at 
holocausteducationweek.com 


Vegan  eatery  uprooted 


Kelli  Korducki 


Whatever  happened  to  Radical 
Roots?  The  worker-run,  non-profit, 
organic  vegan  lunch  spot  was  a 
fixture  of  the  International  Student 
Centre  for  three  years  until  last  May. 

"Loyal  students  still  approach  me, 
asking  where  [Radical  Roots]  went," 
said  Dermot  Brennan,  program  di- 
rector of  the  ISC.  "I  wish  1  could  give 
them  a  good  answer." 

Radical  Roots  began  as  an  con- 
tinuation of  the  Vegetarium,  a  food 
collective  that  had  operated  on 


campus  since  the  late  90s.  After  its 
original  contract  expired,  the  cafe 
was  reborn  as  the  self-sustaining 
Radical  Roots  and  issued  a  new  con- 
tract, which  was  scheduled  to  last 
the  2005-2006  school  year. 

As  for  all  campus  food  vendors,  an 
extension  of  Radical  Roots'  contract 
would  need  U  of  T  Ancillary  Servic- 
es' approval  of  an  updated  business 
plan.  But  Brennan  said  that  plan  was 
problematic,  since  it  departed  from 
the  eatery's  activities  in  past  years. 

"They  wanted  to  take  on  catering  in 
a  much  larger  capacity,  significantly 


alter  hours — things  that  Ancillary 
Services  needed  to  have  cleared  up." 

That  "clearing  up"  never  hap- 
pened. Once  summer  arrived,  the 
ISC  and  ancillary  services  directors 
found  the  Radical  Roots  workers 
hard  to  get  ahold  of. 
"They  operated,  structurally,  as  a 
sort  of  worker's  co-op,"  said  Bren- 
nan. "So,  there  was  nobody  in 
charge."  There  was  no  specific  per- 
son to  contact  regarding  immediate 
concerns,  he  added. 
"The  tragedy  of  it  is  that  their 
mailing  address  was  this  building," 
Brennan  said,  "so  of  course  any  cor- 
respondance  they  received... came 
here.  Nobody  [from  Radical  Roots] 
came  to  pick  it  up." 

Director   of   ancillary  services 


Anne  MacDonald  said  Radical  Roots 
never  received  their  messages.  "1 
have  very  little  information  about 
what  happened  to  Radical  Roots  af- 
ter that  other  than  it  simply  ceased 
to  operate." 

Agata  Durkalek,  who  spoke  with 
The  Varsity  about  Radical  Roots' 
plans  this  summer,  did  not  return 
requests  for  interview.  According  to 
Brennan,  we  can  expect  a  new  eat- 
ery in  the  ISC  by  next  September. 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


'  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

i  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

<  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

i  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

>  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

'  Free  Repeat  Policy 

I  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

I  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

415MI1-1-7J9-1I79 
www,oxfor(lseminars,co[n 


Bill  Gates  did  it  -  so  can  YOU! 

Experienced  financiers  seek  innovative 
business  ideas  to  commercialize  in 
partnership  with  YOU. 

Put  your  ideas  to  work! 

Email  Irv  Tee  now  at 
blzsearch@rogers.com 
or  call  (905)  709-4357 


WHAT  DO  YOUR  DREAMS  MEANP 

TV  documentary  seeks  people 
to  talk  about  their  dreams. 


416-915-0862 
darkvisionstv@yahoo.ca 


Want  a  working 
holiday  somewliere 
warm? 

2007  SWAP  Working  Holiday 
brochures  are  now  available 
FREE  at  Travel  CUTS. 


Bet  you  didn't  know  that  not  only  is  Travel  CUTS  able  to  help  you  with  SWAP 
Working  Holidays,  we  also  offer  all  kinds  of  Volunteer  Abroad  programs,  and 
language  courses  in  more  countries  than  you  can  possibly  imagine,  unless  you 
can  imagine  50.  So  in  addition  to  being  owned  by  you,  the  Canadian  Students,  we 
also  offer  low-cost  student  flights,  tours,  bus  &  rail  passes,  cut-rate  insurance, 
'round  the  world  air  tickets,  ISIC's,  Spring  Break  /  Reading  Week  and  very  cool 
programs  that  may  just  change  your  life.  Not  that  there's  anything  wrong  with  your 
life,  such  as  it  is. 


As  part  of  its  Cuba  Today  program,  the  Institute  for  Contemporary 
Culture  at  the  ROM  presents  a  FREE  panel  discussion: 

Cuba— Myth  &  Reality: 
The  Revolution  at  47 

The  leading  thinkers  on  Cuba  today  discuss  its  history,  politics  and 
what  the  future  holds. 

The  panel  discussion  will  be  moderated  by  John  Kirk  (Dalhousie 
University)  and  includes  Wayne  S.  Smith  (Centre  for  International 
Policy),  Hal  Klepak  (Royal  Military  College),  ABC  News 
correspondent  Jeffrey  Koffman,  and  Miren  Uriarte  (University 

of  Massachusetts). 

Friday,  November  10,  2006 

Panel  discussion  begins  at  7:00pm  in  the  Signy  and  Cleophee  Eaton  Theatre. 

Admission  to  panel  discussion  is  FREE.  ROM  admission  not  included.  Seating  is  LIMITED. 

ICC  ROM 

ROM  fall  2004  Sponsor  Sentry  Select  Copitol  Corp. 
r'rie  ROM  ii  on  agency  of  me  Government  of  Ontario- 


pOPwH  Royal  Ontario 
lw€L*jRiil  Museum 

World  Cultures      Natural  History 


Open  Daily 

Bloor  St.  W.  at  Avenue  Rd. 

Museutn  subway  stop  I  416.586.8000 

www.rom.on.ca/about/icc 


187  College  St.  (416)  979-2406 

UTSC  Student  Centre  Suite  149 
(416)  283-0009 

UTM  Student  Centre,  East  Wing 
(905)  820-1162 


TRAVEL  cms 

Canada's  Student  Travel  Experts 

www.travelcuts.com 

1-888-FLY-CUT5  (359-2887) 
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An  extraordinary  week  of  presentations,  forums, 
music,  art  and  reflection  on  the  prospects  of  creating 
a  sustainable  culture  of  peace 

Everyone  is  welcome  both  from  the  university 
community  and  from  the  general  public 


All  events  will  be  held  at  Hart  House, 
7  Hart  House  Circle,  St.  George  campus 
(downtown)  unless  otherwise  indicated 

Monday,  November  6 

Noon  -  2:00  pm:  East  Common  Room, 
Hart  House,  Rim  screening  &  Discussion 
with  Refresliments: 

"Feminine  Breeze"  (Gerniany/Iran,  37  minutes, 
2005,  Antje  Beyen,  director)  -  free 

7:30  -  9:30  pm: 

Great  Hall,  Hart  House, 

Presentation  by  Ursula  Franklin,  Physicist, 

Companion  of  the  Order  of  Canada 

"Peace  and  the  Academic  Community" 

-free 

Tuesday,  November  7 

Noon  -  2:00  pm:  East  Common  Room, 
Hart  House, 

Rim  saeening  &  Discussion  with 
Refreshments: 

"Balloonhat"  (USA,  2004, 88  minutes, 
AG  Vennouth,  director)  -  free 

7:30  p.m. -9:30  p.m. 
East  Common  Room,  Hart  House, 
Presentation  by  Todd  Lester  from 
freeDimensional.org  and  Michela  Calabrese 
of  the  Inteniipcion  Campaign  for  Responsible 
Consumption,  NYC 

"Intenojpting  the  Cycle  of  Suppression 
-  Revolutionary  Community*  by  means  of 
Socially  Responsible  Participation,  Work, 
Consumption  and  Investment"  -  free 

Wednesday,  November  8 

10:00  am  -  2:00  pm: 

Great  Hall,  Hart  House, 

Peace  Week  Networking  Fair  and  $5  Lunch 

7:30  -  9:30  pm:  Great  Hall,  Hart  House, 
Presentation  by  Jim  Loney, 
Christian  Peacemaker  Teams,  Fonner  Hostage 
in  Iraq  "Re-Imagining  Security"  -  free 

Events  at  UTSC,  University  of  Toronto  at 
Scarborough 

5:00  -  7:00  pm:  Scotia  Bank  Qubs  Room 
(SL  234)  in  the  Student  Centre,  1265  Military 
Trail,  Presentation  by  Henry  Wai  and  John 
Stevens,  Compassionate  Communkation 
Trainers  "CONFLICT  IMPROV  -  You  name  the 
conflct;  we  play  witii  transfbmning  it"  -  free 

7:30  -  9:00  pm:  Science  Wing  (S  309), 
1265  Military  Trail 

Adrian  Bradbury,  Founder  &  Executive  Director 
of  Atiiletes  for  Africa  &  GuluWalk 
"Our  Responsibility  to  Protect"  -  free 

Thursday,  November  9 

Noon  -  2:00  pm:  East  Common  Room, 


Hart  House, 

Rim  screening  &  Discussion  witii  Refreshments: 
"Uganda  Rising"  (Canada,  2006, 80  min. 
Directed  by  Jesse  James  Miller  and 
Pete  McComiack)  -  free 

7:30  p.m. -9:30  p.m. 
East  Common  Room,  Hart  House, 
Yoga  and  Meditation  Workshop  with 
Guru  Fatha  Singh,  Peace  Week  Founder 
"Peace  of  Body,  Peace  of  Mind,  Peace  of 
the  World"  -  by  donation 

Events  at  UTM,  University  of  Toronto  at 
Mississauga 

6:00  -  8:00  pm:  Presentation  Room, 
Sbjdent  Centre,  3359  Mississauga  Rd.  North 
Omoyele  Sowore,  Fonner  Student  Activist  and 
Torture  Survivor 

"A  Call  for  Peace:  The  Non-Vblent  Stiojggle  for 
Human  Rights  and  Justice  in  Nigeria"  -  free 

Friday,  November  10 

10:30  -  Noon:  Soldiers'  Tower,  Hart  House, 
Outdoor  Remembrance  Day  Ceremony 

7:30  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m. 

East  Common  Room,  Hart  House, 

Presentation  by  Omeyele  Sowore,  Former 

Student  Activist  and  Torture  Survivor 

"A  Call  for  Peace:  The  Non-Violent  Struggle 

for  Human  Rights  and  Justice  in  Nigeria" 

-free 

Saturday,  November  11 
(REMEMBRANCE  DAY) 

Doors  open  7:30  pm.  War  Child  Benefit  Concert 
featuring  Mattiiew  Barber,  Brett  Friesen  &  tiie 
Great  Lakes,  and  Special  Guests 
Admission  $10  at  the  door,  $8  in  advance, 
war.child@utoronto.ca  to  reserve 


•  Arts  and  Science  Students  Union 

•  aUT  Campus  Radio  89.5  FM 

•  Dean  of  Arts  and  Science 

•  Franz  Blumenfeld  Peace  Fund 

•  Global  Aware 

•  Graduate  Sbjdents  Union 

•  I  iart  House 

•  The  Humphreys  Chaplain  at  Trinity  College 

•  New  College 

•  Newman  Center 

•  NOW  Magazine 

•  Peace  Cereal 

•  U  of  T  Campus  Chaplains  Association 

•  U  of  T  at  Mississauga  Students'  Union 

•  U  of  T  Provost's  Office 

•  U  of  T  Scartxjrough  Campus  Students'  Union 

•  U  of  T  Saint  George  Sikh  Shjdents  Association 

•  U  of  T  Student  Affairs 

•  U  of  T  Student  Services 

•  U  of  T  Students'  Adminisb^tive  Council  (SAC) 
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Wrangling  over  rankings 
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Source:  Globe  and  Mail 

Another  round  of  university  rankings,  another 
round  of  damage  control  at  the  University  of 
Toronto. 

Last  Tuesday,  the  Globe  &  Mail  released  its 
newest  university  rankings.  The  survey  solicit- 
ed the  opinions  of  27,811  current  students  about 
five  aspects  of  their  university  experience. 

University  president  David  Naylor,  no  fan  of 
media  university  rankings,  was  quick  to  defend 
the  university's  rather  dismal  grades  at  last 
Thursday's  meeting  of  the  university's  Govern- 
ing Council. 

"U  of  T  is  the  only  Canadian  university  that 
is  genuinely  world-class  in  multiple  fields,"  said 
Naylor.  "Perhaps  it  is  a  matter  of  internal  com- 
munication," between  the  university  and  its  un- 
dergraduates, a  problem  the  administration  is 
seeking  to  remedy. 

"Perhaps  too  few  undergraduates  have  a 
chance  to  interact  with  the  many  world-class 
scholars  on  campus,"  he  mused. 
-MIKE  GHENU 


//QUOTABLE 


"There  are  things  we  should 
be  learning  from  the  University 
of  Western  Ontario." 


U  of  T  president  David  Naylor,  be- 
moaning the  poor  grades  received  by  U  of 
T  in  the  student  residences  and  food  catego- 
ries in  the  latest  Globe  &  Mail  rankings,  at  last 
Thursday's  meeting  of  Governing  Council. 

Naylor  was  enviously  eyeing  Western,  be- 
cause the  university  got  an  A-  overall,  includ- 
ing on  student  residence. 

Could  that  that  have  something  to  do  with 
the  so-called  "Saugeen  stripper"  incident  last 
December,  when  students  landed  in  hot  wa- 
ter after  posting  pictures  of  a  student's  strip- 
tease At  UWO's  Saugeen  Hall  residence? 
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The  fizzling  rocket 

SANA  AHMED  looks  at  the  sluggish  state  of  our  transit  system 


Underfunded,  undermanned,  and  beset  with  labour  problems,  our  city's  world-class  political  headache  might  be  going  off  the  rails. 


There  are  days  when  I  literally 
curse  myself  for  missing  a  bus 
or  subway  by  a  few  seconds. 
The  sight  of  wheels  heading  towards 
my  destination  while  I  stand  still  is 
achingly  painful,  to  say  the  least. 

However,  missing  a  bus  or  sub- 
way is  probably  a  secondary  con- 
cern compared  to  the  multitude  of 
other  complaints  that  1  have  with 
the  TTC. 

Before  I  start  bemoaning  the  state 
of  our  transit  system,  let  me  get 
something  straight.  1  like  some  as- 
pects of  the  TTC.  Like  thousands  of 
people,  I  commute  downtown  from 
the  'burbs  every  day.  If  not  for  the 
TTC,  therefore,  I  would  be  unable  to 
function  on  a  daily  basis. 

The  TTC  is  most  definitely  an  es- 
sential commodity.  Huge  metropoli- 
tan cities  rely  on  transit  systems  like 
I  rely  on  my  backbone — in  order  to 
function  physically.  The  London  Un- 
derground and  the  Delhi  Metro  Rail, 
for  example,  enable  people  to  stay 
active,  earn  a  living,  and  at  least  at- 
tempt to  protect  the  environment. 

But  given  the  necessity  of  efficient 
transit  systems  in  urban  centres,  is 
the  TTC  living  up  to  its  potential? 

This  article  will  not  suffice  to  ad- 
dress my  frustration  with  fare  hikes. 
At  times  though,  1  feel  that  the  TTC 
manipulates  commuters'  helpless- 


ness in  this  matter.  Not  everyone 
who  takes  transit  can  afford  com- 
muting and  paying  for  parking  every 
day. 

But  I  also  understand  that  the  TTC 
is  in  a  financial  bind  of  its  own,  and 
that  amidst  the  many  other  issues 
Miller  and  McGuinty  have  to  worry 
about,  the  TTC  just  ends  up  on  the 
backburner  sometimes. 

However,  such  neglect  can  be 
dangerous.  For  example,  the  labour 
problems  that  prompted  the  wildcat 
strike  this  past  summer  have  not 
really  been  solved,  and  there  is  no 
guarantee  such  strikes  will  not  hap- 
pen again. 

Friends  of  mine  who  frequent  Lon- 
don and  New  Delhi's  subways  tell 
me  that  they  are  much  better  than 
the  TTC,  aesthetically  and  service- 
wise.  The  transit  systems  in  these 
cities  are  much  faster,  cleaner,  and, 
at  least  in  New  Delhi,  cheaper. 

Apparently  in  London  one  can 
easily  get  around  the  city,  suburbs 
and  all,  using  only  the  subways — 
without  hopping  on  buses  and 
streetcars  or  taking  a  cab.  Such  an 
option  is  not  available  here. 

The  last  time  the  TTC  attempted 
a  subway  expansion,  it  took  an  un- 
reasonably long  time — almost  ten 
years — to  complete,  and  the  new 
Sheppard  line  shamefully  consists 


of  only  four  stops!  It  would  be  sim- 
ply unacceptable  for  future  expan- 
sion to  take  that  long.  After  all,  we 
live  in  Toronto,  a  supposedly  thriv- 
ing, "world-class"  city. 

Enacting  any  proper  change  with- 
in the  TTC — expansion,  fares  and 
the  like — requires  extravagant  sums 
of  money  that  the  system  simply 
does  not  have.  So  who  will  provide 
the  TTC  with  the  support  it  needs? 
Will  Stephen  Harper's  Conserva- 
tive government  save  this  essential 
service  by  re-allocating  some  funds 
currently  marked  for  their  freedom- 
spreading  efforts  overseas? 

More  importantly,  since  transit 
funding  is  largely  a  provincial  con- 
cern, it  is  about  time  that  Queen's 
Park  realizes  that  Toronto  would  be 
slower  than  a  tortoise  in  a  hypothet- 
ical marathon  of  transit  systems,  at 
least  according  to  my  friends  in  Lon- 
don and  New  Delhi. 

1  would  love  to  see  the  TTC  on  par 
with  the  other  major  transit  systems 
of  the  world.  And  I  long  for  the  day 
when  1  actually  feel  like  1  am  riding  a 
rocket  while  on  TTC  conveyance. 

Otherwise,  I  will  just  continue 
feeling  like  a  character  from  Charlie 
Chaplin's  cinematic  commentary 
Modern  Times,  especially  when 
heading  up  the  stairs  at  busy  stops 
during  rush  hour. 


//  CAMPUS  CUISINE  WITH  AMIE  &  AMANDA^ 


Live  Organic 
Food  Bar 

mi 


RATING 


Amie  Watson  and  Amanda  Whittal 

Continuing  on  with  our  quest  to  find 
healthy  and  affordable  downtown 
restaurants,  we  came  upon  another 
unique  dining  experience.  If  you're 
interested  in  really  branching  out 
and  trying  something  new,  Live  Or- 
ganic Food  Bar  definitely  provides 
an  adventure,  with  a  constantly 
changing  menu  that  offers  a  wide 
variety  of  healthy  meal  options. 

One  word  of  caution  that  will 
make  your  visit  more  enjoyable: 
avoid  entering  with  expectations 
of  traditional  fare.  If  you  order  the 
harvest  pizza,  for  example,  do  not 
expect  your  usual  doughy  crust 
topped  with  cheese.  You  will  in- 
stead be  presented  with  an  intrigu- 
ing dish  that  bears  no  resemblance 
to  "normal"  pizza  whatsoever,  but 
is  actually  quite  delicious  if  you  just 
enjoy  it  as  a  completely  new  cre- 
ation. 

Conveniently  located  just  outside 
Dupont  Station  at  264  Dupont,  Live 
is  easily  accessible  from  campus. 
The  bright-coloured  walls  and  fur- 
niture create  a  cheery  and  inviting 
atmosphere,  as  do  the  warm  smiles 
and  pleasant  service  from  the  wait 
staff. 

Unlike  other  vegetarian  restau- 
rants. Live  does  not  simply  aim  to 
replace  "real"  meat  and  dairy  with 
soy.  Instead,  this  restaurant  strives 
to  create  exciting  original  dishes. 

The  drinks  are  definitely  the  high- 
light of  the  menu.  For  smoothies,  the 
choice  of  milk  ranges  from  rice  and 
almond  to  hempseed  and  soy.  A  per- 
fect blend  of  sweet  and  sour  makes 
Pink  Cheeks  Juice  (pear,  lemon,  ap- 
ple, and  beet  for  $5.50)  a  refreshing 
afternoon  snack  or  appetizer.  And  a 


visit  is  not  complete  without  Live's 
famous  Kombucha  tea.  You'd  never 
guess  how  good  this  fruity,  carbon- 
ated cold  tea  is  for  you. 

Our  meals  were  good  and  for  the 
most  part  well-prepared,  but  much 
of  it  depends  on  individual  tastes, 
as  most  people  are  not  accustomed 
to  these  kinds  of.  The  Lentil  Tomato 
Roti  ($11),  a  mixture  of  spices  in  a 
spelt  roti,  was  quite  interesting,  but 
not  bursting  with  flavour.  The  RAW 
Combo  ($14)  included  samples  of 
four  different  mains.  The  bite-size 
pecan  burgers,  consisting  of  carrot, 
mushroom  and  pecan,  were  quite 
tasty,  with  scrumptious  date  curry 
chutney  on  top  making  the  dish. 
The  turnip  ravioli  (turnip  noodles 
stuffed  with  cashew,  black  olive,  and 
ricotta  'cheese,'  with  sundried  to- 
mato marinara  and  basil  pesto)  was 
fun,  but  don't  expect  the  'noodles' 
to  taste  like  your  regular  pasta. 

The  Mediterranean  Dolmas  won 
out  as  the  best  sample:  parsnip, 
pine  nut  herb  'rice'  stuffed  in  grape 
leaf,  topped  with  a  cashew  lemon 
yogurt  sauce.  Delicious. 

Of  course,  we  had  to  try  dessert. 
Being  full,  we  went  with  a  small 
sesame  ball  for  $1.25.  It  was  a  delec- 
table finish  to  the  meal — coconut, 
sesame  oil,  and  heaven  all  rolled 
into  one. 

Live  is  absolutely  worth  trying 
if  you  are  looking  for  an  exciting 
and  exotic  change  in  healthy  meal 
options.  While  it  is  a  little  more  ex- 
pensive than  your  average  eateries, 
you  do  get  what  you  pay  for:  fresh, 
quality  ingredients  and  impressive 
preparation.  Because  of  the  cost,  it 
might  not  be  a  place  you'll  want  to 
visit  regularly,  but  it  is  a  fun  treat 
once  in  awhile. 


//QUOTABLE 

^^^^^ 


"Nov.  2,  2006  was  a  quintessential  Toronto  day — 
exposing  our  mayor  as  a  toothless,  ineffective  leader 
and  our  city  as  a  powerless  wimp. " 


Increasingly  frustrated  Toronto  Star  columnist  Royson 
James  bemoans  the  failure  of  "Toronto  the  rudderless"  to 
mount  a  bid  for  Expo  2015. 
It's  not  so  much  that  we  didn't  bid  for  a  World's  Fair,  which  some 
commentators  see  as  an  outdated  exhibition  anyway.  It's  that 
the  lack  of  maturity,  communication,  accountability,  and  energy 
demonstrated  by  all  levels  of  government  towards  this  project 
mirrors  how  our  politicians  go  about  most  things  these  days. 
With  lacklustre  leaders  like  Harper  and  Miller  as  examples,  it's  no 
wonder  that  voters  and  motivated  young  people  are  discouraged 
from  expending  their  own  energies  in  the  political  process. 
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Four-finned  Flipper 

The  discovery  of  a  dolphin  with  four  fins 
may  provide  evidence  that  whales  and 
dolphins  were  originally  land  dwellers. 
The  bottlenose  dolphin,  captured  last 
month  off  the  coast  of  Japan,  has  an  extra 
set  of  fins  on  its  underside,  near  its  tail, 
that  could  be  the  ancient  remnants  of 
hind  legs.  Because  it  is  unclear  whether 
the  extra  fins  aid  in  swimming  or  maneu- 
vering, scientists  suggest  a  random  muta- 
tion allowed  the  fins  to  develop  in  this  dol- 
phin. Though  dolphin  fetuses  often  have 
protrusions  of  this  sort,  they  are  usually 
lost  as  the  fetus  matures.  Dolphins  and 
whales  are  known  to  have  originated  from 
an  ancestor  common  to  hippos  and  deer, 
and  fossils  of  50  million  year-old  dolphin 
predecessors  have  shown  that  they  were 
once  four-limbed  land  dwellers. 
Source  :  ABC  News 
— SANDY HUEN 

His  and  hers 

Birth  control  may  soon  be  available  for 
men,  as  a  research  group  in  New  York 
City  has  found  a  way  to  target  a  drug  at 
the  testicles.  The  drug,  called  Adjudin, 
disrupts  the  interaction  between  de- 
veloping sperm  cells  and  Sertoli  cells, 
which  normally  nurture  sperm  to  matu- 
rity. The  disruption  is  reversible,  mean- 
ing that  once  the  drug  is  cleared  from 
the  body,  sperm  maturation  returns  to 
normal.  When  Adjudin  is  taken  orally, 
it  acts  on  tissues  throughout  the  body, 
causing  liver  inflammation  and  muscle 
atrophy  in  experiments  on  rats.  To  over- 
come this  challenge,  the  group  modified 
the  drug  by  coupling  it  with  a  version  of 
follicle-stimulating  hormone,  a  hormone 
that  targets  only  the  testicles.  With  the 
drug  in  tow,  FSH  makes  the  drug  action 
more  precise,  avoiding  side  effects  else- 
where in  the  body.  The  research  team  is 
currently  trying  to  develop  a  gel  patch 
that  men  could  wear  anywhere  on  their 
bodies. 

Source:  Nature  Medicine 
—ABIGALE  MILLER 

Tlie  state  of  sex 

The  first  comprehensive  study  of  global 
sexual  practices,  using  data  from  59 
countries,  was  published  on  Thursday, 
with  several  surprising  results. 

Despite  popular  stereotypes,  there 
has  been  no  universal  trend  towards  ear- 
lier sexual  intercourse.  In  fact,  the  age  at 
which  women  first  have  intercourse  has 
generally  increased,  a  pattern  associ- 
ated with  later  marriage. 

Although  men  report  more  multiple 
partnerships  than  women,  in  some  in- 
dustrialized countries,  men  and  women 
reported  almost  equal  levels  of  multiple 
partnerships.  Still,  monogamy  was  also 
found  to  be  dominant  in  most  regions 
of  the  world,  and  married  people  were 
shown  to  have  the  most  sex.  Rales  of 
global  condom  use — particularly  among 
women — are  also  increasing. 

Researchers  stressed  that  greater 
efforts  are  needed  to  address  the  links 
between  sexual  behaviour  and  social  in- 
equalities, including  poverty  and  gender 
attitudes.  The  researchers  dismiss  the 
adoption  of  "one  size  fits  all"  preventa- 
tive measures  for  global  sexual  health 
problems,  because  a  number  of  vari- 
ables contribute  to  the  overall  sexual 
health  status  of  a  country. 
Source:  Lancel 
— ABIGAIL  SLINGER 


Chernobyl  illness  'hyped' 


Mayce  Al-Sukhni 


On  April  26,  1986,  an  explosion  at 
the  Chernobyl  Nuclear  Power  Plant 
in  Ukraine  became  the  world's  worst 
nuclear  accident.  Twenty  years  later, 
the  effects  of  this  event  are  still  be- 
ing investigated  by  various  orga- 
nizations, including  the  Chernobyl 
Forum,  a  collection  of  international 
experts  established  in  2003  by  the 
United  Nations. 

"It  was  the  worst  accident  that 
could  ever  occur  in  a  nuclear  pow- 
er plant,"  said  Dr.  Burton  Bennett, 
chairman  of  the  Chernobyl  Forum,  at 
a  lecture  at  U  of  T  on  Thursday.  "The 
reactor  core  was  totally  destroyed 
and  large  amounts  of  radioactive 
materials  were  released  into  the  en- 
vironment." 

As  part  of  the  Sigma  Xi  Distin- 
guished Lecture  Series,  Bennett  dis- 
cussed the  findings  of  the  Chernobyl 
Forum  on  the  health  consequences 
of  the  explosion.  But  despite  the 
media's  "sensationalizing  about  the 
accident,"  Bennett  said,  the  effects 
of  the  Chernobyl  power  plant  explo- 
sion were  not  as  bad  as  is  generally 
believed. 

"Everyone  knows  that  the  Cher- 
nobyl accident  was  a  very  devastat- 
ing accident,"  he  said.  "There  was 
widespread  contamination,  but  for 
the  most  part,  there  were  relatively 
low  exposures." 

The  most  serious  health  conse- 
quences were  suffered  by  the  power 
plant  workers  exposed  to  radiation 
on  the  night  of  the  accident  and 
many  children  who  received  high 
doses  of  radioactive  iodide,  either 
directly  or  through  the  ingestion  of 
contaminated  milk.  Approximately 
5,000  cases  of  thyroid  cancer  have 
been  detected  in  children  since  the 
accident,  but  only  nine  children  have 


In  a  village  near  the  30  km-wide  exclusion  zone  that  surrounds  the  closed  Chernobyl  power  plant,  life  goes  on  after  the  20-year-old 
radioactive  disaster. 


died  from  cancer. 

"It's  not  pleasant  to  have  your  thy- 
roid removed,  but  it's  not  fatal,"  said 
Bennett.  Thyroid  cancer  is  a  relative- 
ly benign  cancer  that  can  be  treated 
by  removing  the  gland  and  taking 
daily  medication. 

The  forum  also  reported  that  the 
increase  in  cancer  mortality  due  to 
radiation  exposure  would  be  only 
up  to  four  per  cent  higher  than  can- 
cer mortality  from  all  other  causes. 
They  predict  approximately  9,000 
radiation-related  fatal  cancers  in  the 
affected  populations. 


However,  Greenpeace  released  a 
controversial  report  several  months 
ago  predicting  90,000  deaths  by  radi- 
ation-related illnesses.  The  Chernob- 
yl Forum  firmly  rejects  this  report. 

Though  health  problems  in  both 
the  contaminated  and  uncontaminat- 
ed  areas  have  sparked  humanitarian 
aid  efforts,  Bennett  affirms  that  cur- 
rent health  problems  should  not  be 
immediately  attributed  to  the  Cher- 
nobyl accident. 

"There  is  a  lot  of  psychological 
stress  on  the  population  and  they 
feel  they  are  victims  of  the  accident," 


he  said.  "[The  citizens]  need  to  have 
more  self-help  projects  and  econom- 
ic recovery." 

Financial  aid,  according  to  Bennett, 
should  be  used  to  fund  programs  to 
revive  the  general  economy  of  the 
region. 

"The  Chernobyl  accident  was  a 
low-dose  event,"  he  said.  "I  can't  over- 
emphasize this  enough.  There's  been 
a  lot  of  sensationalizing  about  the  ac- 
cident and  health  consequences  of 
the  accident,  but  for  most  of  those 
involved  the  doses  were  on  the  order 
of  natural  background  radiation." 


'Snare -ing  neurons 


Rodolfo  Silva-Mera 


Professor  William  Trimble  in  his  lab  at  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children. 


A  normal  neuron  regularly  discharges  a 
slew  of  molecules  into  the  environment 
around  it,  relaying  messages  to  neurons 
nearby  and  far.  This  process  is  the  basis  of 
learning,  and  now  is  also  implicated  in  the 
development  of  cancer. 

William  Trimble,  a  U  of  T  professor  in  bio- 
chemistry, studies  neuroscience  in  his  lab 
at  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children.  Trimble 
was  recently  awarded  a  fellowship  at  the 
Royal  Canadian  Society  for  work  explor- 
ing the  neurological  basis  of  learning.  He 
has  discovered  a  set  of  proteins  that  play 
a  fundamental  role  in  brain  function,  and 
may  also  regulate  cell  division  throughout 
the  body. 

The  process  of  learning,  which  happens 
on  many  different  levels,  is  based  on  the 
efficacy  of  neuronal  communication  in  the 
brain.  Imagine  a  neuron  as  a  Coca-Cola 
can.  The  can  itself  is  a  membrane  that  con- 
tains the  soda  to  keep  it  carbonated.  When 
you  open  it,  bubbles  float  to  the  surface 
and  release  gas. 

Neurons  have  vesicles,  like  the  bubbles 
in  pop,  containing  not  gas  but  neurotrans- 
mitter molecules  used  to  communicate 
with  other  neurons.  Neurons  "pop  the 
bubbles"  in  order  to  send  neurotransmit- 
ters across  the  space  between  neurons  to 


deliver  messages.  This  is  called  synaptic 
transmission. 

Trimble  and  his  team  discovered  a 
group  of  membrane-bound  proteins, 
called  SNARE  proteins,  that  affect  the  re- 
lease of  neurotransmitters.  He  explained 
that  since  SNAREs  help  control  the  "pop- 
ping" of  neurotransmitter  vesicles,  they 
are  part  of  the  basis  of  neuron-to-neuron 
communication. 

"The  SNARE  proteins  cause  the  [neu- 
rotransmitter vesicle  and  the  cell  mem- 
brane] to  melt  together,  resulting  in. ..the 
discharge  of  the  contents  outside  of  the 
cell." 

In  his  research,  Trimble  stumbled  upon 
a  family  of  proteins,  septins,  that  may  reg- 
ulate the  function  of  SNAREs  in  synaptic 
communication,  and  also  affect  cell  divi- 
sion. 

"This  was  surprising  since  the  septin 
proteins  are  found  in  neurons,  which  do 
not  divide,  and  this  suggested  to  us  that... 
SNARE  proteins  may  also  be  important  in 
controlling  cell  division." 

Because  these  classes  of  proteins  are 
involved  not  only  in  synaptic  transmis- 
sion in  the  brain,  but  in  secretion  in  ev- 
ery cell  in  the  body,  and  in  cell  division, 
Trimble's  research  is  branching  out  to  ex- 
amine whether  these  proteins  play  a  role 
in  cancer. 
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Borat:  Very  nice,  we  like 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


"Do  you  even  know  the  meaning  of 
the  word  demeaning?"  an  annoyed 
feminist  asks  Borat  Sagdyiev,  a  tele- 
vision reporter  from  Kazakhstan, 
after  he  sniggers  at  her  suggestion 
that  women  are  equal  to  men.  His 
deadpan  reply: "  No." 

Borat,  who's  really  the  elaborate 
creation  of  British  comedian  Sacha 
Baron  Cohen  (a.k.a.  Ali  G),  exam- 
ines the  limits  of  American  toler- 
ance and  values  by  intentionally 
courting  controversy  in  what  is  eas- 
ily the  funniest  and  smartest  movie 
of  the  year. 

The  documentary-style  film,  sub- 
titled Cultural  Learnings  of  America 
for  Make  Benefit  Glorious  Nation  of 
Kazakhstan,  is  a  series  . of  unscript- 
ed encounters  with  unwitting  Amer- 
icans who  are  forced  to  endure  and 
oftentimes  deal  with  Cohen's  naive- 
ly offensive  character. 

Held  together  by  a  scripted  sto- 
ryline, the  comic  genius  of  this 
film  is  that  Cohen  and  director 
Larry  Charles  are  making  fun  of 
the  culturally  backwards  Borat  and 
Americans  at  the  same  time.  It's  this 
omni-directional  offensiveness  that 
gives  Cohen  the  comedic  license 
to  make  jaw-dropping  comments 
about  touchy  subjects  like  mental 
retardation,  9/11,  and  the  U.S.-led 
war  on  terror. 

Cohen  uses  Borat 's  apparent  igno- 
rance and  casual  bigotry  to  dig  up 
hidden  truths  and  reveal  contradic- 
tions in  the  values  of  Western  cul- 
ture. This  artistic  bravery,  coupled 
with  his  impeccable  knack  for  come- 
dic timing,  produces  a  constant  flow 
of  hilarious,  and  gut-wrenching  situ- 
ations. Definitely  not  for  the  faint  of 
heart,  this  film  pushes  the  outside 
of  the  envelope  of  what  is  accept- 
able for  popular  consumption,  but 
also  functions  as  a  razor-sharp  so- 
cial commentary  on  our  own  naive 
assumptions  about  foreigners. 

The  film's  scripted  plotline  finds 
Borat  tapped  by  the  Kazakh  govern- 
ment to  travel  from  his  remote  vil- 
lage of  Kusek  to  New  York  City,  to 
make  a  documentary  about  Ameri- 
can customs  and  values.  Once  in 
America,  Borat  falls  in  love  with 
Pamela  Anderson  after  seeing  an 
old  Baywatch  episode  on  TV.  His 
desire  to  "make  a  love  explosion 
on  her  stomach"  prompts  Borat 
to  convince  his  hefty  sidekick  and 
producer  Azamat  (Ken  Davitian)  to 
turn  the  film  into  a  trek  to  Califor- 
nia so  he  can  "take"  Pamela  as  his 
new  wife.  So,  with  a  subtle  nod  to 
Cervantes,  Borat  and  Azamat  (his 
Sancho  Panza)  embark  in  an  $800 
dollar  ice-cream  truck  on  a  noble, 
yet  ultimately  deluded  quest. 

As  they  journey  cross-country, 
Azamat  arranges  for  Borat  to  in- 
teract on  camera  will  all  sorts  of 
Americans,  who  all  get  pushed  well 
beyond  the  comfortable  limits  of  so- 
cietal norms  by  Cohen's  disguised 
comedy.  It's  in  the  most  intensely 
awkward  moments  that  the  camera 
makes  its  truest  observations  of 
American  culture. 

Following  in  the  footsteps  of  TV 
comedians  Ricky  Gervais  {The  Of 


Borat  Sagdyiev  (Sacha  Baron  Cohen)  reports  on  Kazakhstan's  annual  Running  of  The  Jew  celebration. 


FILM  REVIEW 


Borat:  Cultural  Learnings 
of  American  for  Make 
Benefit  Glorious  Nation 
of  Kazakhstan 


Directed  by  Lany  Charles 


Starring  Sacha  Baron 
Cohen,  Ken  Davitian 


Rating:  VVVVV 


flee,  Extras')  and  Larry  David  (Sein- 
feld, Curb  Your  Enthusiasm),  Cohen 
struts  through  a  veritable  minefield 
of  offensive  and  intensely  embar- 
rassing situations  that  ultimately 
highlight  Western  culture's  own  la- 
tent ignorance  and  prejudices. 

A  good  example  of  this  is  when 
Borat  is  booked  to  sing  the  national 
anthem  at  a  rodeo  in  Roanoke,  Vir- 
gina.  Before  singing,  he  rallies  the 
redneck  crowd  by  announcing  that 
Kazakhstan  supports  the  "war  of 
terror"  (note  the  small,  intentional 
misstatement) — which  is  actually 
true  in  real  life.  He  is  met  with  wild 
applause  from  the  obviously  hawk- 
ish audience.  After  bolstering  sup- 
port for  U.S.  troops,  to  more  cheers, 
he  continues,  his  voice  full  of  con- 
viction, "May  George  Bush  drink 
the  blood  of  every  man,  woman  and 
child  in  Iraq!"  Here's  the  genius  of  it: 
this  gets  the  biggest  ovation  of  all. 

In  the  style  of  South  Park,  Cohen 
isn't  content  to  reveal  the  faults  of 


only  one  social  group.  Picked  up 
hitchhiking  by  a  Winnebago  full  of 
frat  boys,  Borat  gets  them  to  wax 
nostalgic  about  the  social  benefits 
of  slavery  and  lament  how  in  Amer- 
ica "the  minorities  have  the  upper 
hand." 

Borat  also  lampoons  unfriendly 
New  Yorkers,  and  shows  utter  be- 
wilderment at  an  Evangelical  Pente- 
costal revival  featuring  Republican 
Congressman  Chip  Pickering  and 
former  Florida  Secretary  of  State  Jim 
Smith  screaming  at  the  top  of  their 
lungs  about  "the  blood  of  Christ," 
dancing  in  wild  convulsions,  spew- 
ing absurd  gibberish  and  speaking 
in  tongues.  It's  a  great  moment  be- 
cause Borat,  as  ridiculous  as  he  is, 
somehow  comes  off  as  less  foreign 
than  these  raving  true-believers. 

However,  the  people  who  easily 
bear  the  fullest  brunt  of  Cohen's  sat- 
ire are  the  citizens  of  Kazakhstan. 
The  poor  peasants  of  Kusek  are  por- 
trayed as  coarse,  uneducated  and 
passionately  anti-Semitic,  yet  toler- 
ant of  incest,  rape  and  prostitution. 

To  add  to  this  insult,  the  scenes  in 
the  film  that  take  place  in  Kazakh- 
stan were  actually  shot  in  Romania, 
and  Cohen  and  Davitian  aren't  re- 
ally speaking  Kazakh  either.  Both 
actors  improvised  their  non-English 
lines,  speaking  a  combination  of 
Slavic-sounding  gibberish  and  their 
respective  mother  tongues,  Hebrew 
for  Cohen  (who  is  devoutly  Jewish 
in  real  life)  and  Albanian  for  Davi- 
tian. 

Earlier  this  year  the  government 
of  Kazakhstan  (which  has  a  ques- 
tionable record  on  issues  pertain- 
ing to  free  speech  and  democratic 


practices)  removed  Cohen's  "Offi- 
cial Borat  HomeSite"  which  was  reg- 
istered to  a  Kazakh  domain.  Then, 
Kazakhstan's  Foreign  Ministry 
spokesman,  Yerzhan  Ashykbayev 
publicly  threatened  further  legal 
action  against  Cohen.  True  to  form, 
Cohen  responded  to  the  threat  in 
character  as  Borat,  saying,  "In  re- 
sponse to  Mr.  Ashykbayev's  com- 
ments, I'd  like  to  state  I  have  no  con- 
nection with  Mr.  Cohen  and  fully 
stjpport  my  government's  decision 
to  sue  this  Jew." 

Cleverly  blurring  the  line  be- 
tween fiction  and  reality,  Cohen  has 
done  all  his  promotion  for  Borat  in 
character,  appearing  as  Borat  on 
MTV,  The  Daily  Show  and  even  CNN 
(where  he  publicly  lusted  over  an- 
chor Paula  Zahn). 

In  addition  to  timely  and  telling 
cultural  observances,  Borat  con- 
tains an  especially  revolting-yet- 
shockingly-hilarious  fight  scene 
which  easily  trumps  the  infamous 
puppet  sex  montage  from  Team 
America:  World  Police  for  the  title  of 
Most  Obscene  Film  Sequence,  Ever. 

While  Borat  is  bound  to  generate 
as  many  catch-phrases  as  the  infe- 
rior Napoleon  Dynamite,  let's  hope 
this  film's  character-driven  humour 
isn't  tainted  by  a  similar  tidal  wave 
of  brainless  pop-culture  over-expo- 
sure. 

By  the  end  of  the  movie  it  is  all 
too  apparent  that  Cohen  actually 
does  know  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"demeaning,"  and,  in  fact,  under- 
stands it  so  well  that  he's  able  to 
help  us  confront  our  own  private 
prejudices,  in  an  extremely  enter- 
taining, and  memorable  way. 


//NAUGHTY,  NAUGHTY 


^oraf  satirizes,  and 
will  probably  offend: 

•  Kazakhs 

•  Uzbeks 
•Jews 

•  Gypsies 

•  Muslims 

•  Feminists 

•  New  Yorkers 

•  Homosexuals 

•  George  W.  Bush 

•  Black  people 

•  The  mentally  retarded 

•  Animal  rights  activists 

•  Evangelical  Christians 

•  College  fraternities 

•  Fans  of  the  rodeo 

•  Southerners 

•  Women 


Royal  Caribbean  Auditions 


Toronto 


We  are  auditioning  singers  and  dancers  who  will  portray  parts  between  the  ages 
of  18-30.  Everyone  auditioning  must  bring  a  current  picture  and  resue  are 
looking  for  Sopranos  and  Altos  who  belt/mix  to  an  F,  Tenors  who  have  a  solid 
Bb  and  Lyric  Baiitones  who  sing  comfortably  up  to  an  A. 


We  offer: 

•  Six-month  performance  contracts 

•  Paid  rehearsal  period 

•  Guest  cruise  privileges 

•  Professrking  environment 

•  Contemporary  stage  productions 

•  Excellent  salaries 

Also  accepting  resumes  for: 

•  Cruise/ Activities  Staff 

•  Stage  &  Production  Managers 

•  Cruise  Directors 

•  Sound  &  Light  Technicians 


Dancers  -  Our  choreographers  will  teach  you  a 
short,  challenging  combination.  Must  be 
technically  trained  and  have  a  strong  background 
in  Jazz.  Also  seeking  dancers  who  have  acrobatic 
and/or  flying  skills. 

Singers  —  Come  prepared  with  your  best  16 
bars  of  a  ballad  and  uptempo.  Stylistically,  must 
be  able  to  sing  Contemporary  Broadway, 
Pop/Rock,  and  R&B.  Sheet  music  required  in 
the  proper  key.  Also,  come  prepared  to  dance. 


BC  fl  PflflT  Of  Tji£  SHOIU! 


Toronto 

Metro  Movement 
833  Broadview  Ave.,  2nd  Floor 


Friday,  November  17th 

Dancers: 

Sign  in  9:15  am  -  Audition  9:45  am 
Singers: 

Sign  in  1:15  pm  -  Audition  1:45  pm 


RoyalCaribbean 


INTERNATIONAL 


For  more  information  visit  us  online  at  royaJcaribbeanproductions.com 


Get  out  thereT 


WIN! 

a  trip  to  meet 

TENACIOUS  D 


IRAVELOLTIS 


wants  to  fly  two  lucky  winners  to 
Toronto  for  two  nights*  accommodation, 
Tenacious  D  concert  tickets 
and  VIP  passes  to  meet  the  band. 

PLUS:  10  chances  to  win  a 
$50  HMV  Gift  Card  and 
a  copy  of  the  soundtrack 

Visit  www.travelcuts.com  for  contest  entry  details. 


SOISTY/^LBJVICi 


HMV 


DELTA 


IN  THEATRES  NOVEMBER  24 

Soundtrack  in  stores  November  14 


187  College  St.  "TiP 
(416)979-2406  ^ll 

UTSC  Student  Centre  Suite  149 
(416)  283-0009 

UTM  Student  Centre.  East  Wing 
(905)820-1162 


TRAVEL  cms 

Canada's  Student  Travel  Experts 

1-888-FLY-CUTS  (359-2887) 
www.travelcuts.com 
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Full  speed  ahead. 

We  remove  the  barriers,  so  you  can  accelerate  your  career 
We've  created  an  environment  that's  conducive  to  personal 
and  professional  growth  and  success.  At  Ernst  &  Young,  we're 
recognized  for  our  inclusive  culture  that  expects  everyone  to 
contribute  and  everyone  to  grow.  Stop  just  long  enough  to  visit 
us  on  campus,  or  at  ey.com/us/careers. 

FORTUNE* 

100  BEST 

COMPANIES 


CD 

TO  WORK  FORP 


Transaction  Advisory  Services 


Ml  Ernst  &YOUNG 


Quality  In  Everything  We  Do 
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Cross  Country  chases  after  champs 


Coming  off  a  second  place  finish  at  the  OUA  tournament,  the  Blues  plan  on  staging  a  coup 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


After  her  dominating  first-place  performance  at  the  OUA 
Championship  meet,  IVIeagan  Brown  has  her  eyes  set  on 
the  CIS  tournament  this  Saturday  at  Laval. 


At  the  Canadian  Interuniversity  Sport  cham- 
pionship meet  Saturday  at  Laval,  Cross  Coun- 
try will  aim  to  medal  in  the  Men's  ten  kilome- 
tre and  the  Women's  five  kilometre  runs. 

Talented  squad 

While  the  competition  will  be  fierce,  U  of  T 
has  the  ability  to  reap  success,  said  head 
coach  Ross  Ristuccia. 

"All  year  long  I've  been  saying  anything 
is  possible,  and  they  have  the  talent  to  do 
it,"  Ristuccia  said.  "Both  teams  should  be  in 
tough  competition,  but  like  every  other  meet 
we've  had  it  depends  on  how  the  runners  feel. 
That  said,  it's  up  to  them  to  bring  the  fight." 

The  Blues'  main  opponents  in  placing  at 
the  CIS  championship  will  be  Victoria,  Mc- 
Gill,  and  St.  Francis-Xavier,  but  the  strongest 
challenger  for  the  title  is  Guelph.  U  of  T's 
two  teams  rank  third  in  the  CIS  Top  Ten,  but 
Guelph  is  considered  best  overall  and  has 
been  the  pre-eminent  squad  in  Canada  over 
the  last  three  years. 


Dirty  deeds 

At  the  Ontario  University  Athletic  Champi- 
onship meet  in  Kingston  on  October  28,  the 
Blues  brought  home  two  silver  medals. 

"It  was  a  really  muddy,  rainy  and  cold  day, 
so  we  loved  it,"  Ristuccia  said.  "Our  team 
seems  to  like  it  like  that.  It  brings  out  certain 
qualities." 

With  the  terrible  weather  in  their  favour, 
the  Men  scored  67  points  and  the  Women  86. 
But  the  Blues  placed  behind  the  Gryphons  on 
each  occasion,  as  the  Guelph  Men  scored  21 
points,  and  the  Women  31. 

Despite  the  second-place  finish,  Ristuccia 
believes  the  Blues  can  unseat  the  OUA  title- 
bearers  at  the  CIS  championship. 

"Guelph  had  a  very  good  meet  at  the  OUA's," 
Risstuccia  said.  "But  no  one  is  unbeatable." 

Golden  star 

The  Gryphons  may  have  defended  their  pro- 
vincial titles,  but  the  Women's  individual  gold 
was  taken  by  Blues  runner  Meagan  Brown. 
In  dominating  fashion.  Brown  ran  the  5k  in 
17:56.9,  nearly  a  full  minute  faster  than  the 


second-  and  third-place  finishers,  Guelph's 
Laura  Moulton  at  18:46.6,  and  Windsor's 
Jackie  Malette  at  18:51.3. 

"What  is  really  indicative  of  her  run  was 
that  the  two  who  finished  behind  her  are 
both  outstanding  competitors,"  Ristuccia 
said.  "They've  both  placed  highly  in  the 
[North  American,  Central  American  and  Car- 
ribean  Athletic]  meets  earlier  in  the  year, 
and  from  the  start  they  just  couldn't  keep  up 
with  Meagan." 

Brown's  stellar  performance  will  probably 
net  her  a  spot  at  the  Cross  Country  Senior 
Open  Championship  in  Vancouver  on  Decem- 
ber 2. 

Other  top  finishers  for  the  U  of  T  Women 
at  the  OUA's  were  Donna  Vakalis,  who  placed 
eighth  at  19:33.  Jane  Cullis,  who  placed  23rd 
at  20:23.2,  was  combatting  a  cold  that,  ac- 
cording to  Rostuccia,  "she  couldn't  shake 
off." 

"We  expect  her  to  be  right  with  Donna 
come  the  CIS,"  he  said. 

For  the  Men's  10k,  Joe  Campanelli  placed 
ninth  at  34:31.9,  with  fellow  Blue  Spencer 
Morrison  nipping  at  his  heels,  finishing  tenth 
at  34:32.5. 


If  you  could  apply  yourself 
one  more  time, 

it  might  be  worth  it. 


The  Awards  of  Excellence  wili  once  again  recognize  the  achievements 
of  our  most  outstanding  students.  Until  Monday,  December  I  1 ,  2006  at  5:00  p.m., 
the  University  of  Toronto  Alumni  Association  invites  students 
to  apply  for  these  2007  scholarships  and  awards- 


JON  S.  DELLANDREA  AWARD 
FOR  INTERNATIONAL  STUDENTS 


JOHN  H.  MOSS  SCHOLARSHIP 


ADEL  S.  SEDRA  DISTINGUISHED 
GRADUATE  AWARD 


As  many  as  three  scholarships  of  up  to  $  1 0.000  each  for 
international  students  in  their  second,  third  or  fourth  year  of 
an  undergraduate  program.  The  award  recognizes  academic 
perfonTiance  and  extra- curncular  leadership. 


A  srliolar^hij)  oFup  lo  $l6.f>.S0  M,wnrdr-:(!  to  a  grtidtiating 
Student  demonstrating  academic  achievement  and  ' 
extr,)-rurncijl.jr  invoivKmen!  in  hii.  or  bpy  iitidergr  adu.ile  career 


A  fellowship  of  up  to  $25,000  recognizing  a  doctoral  candidate, 
in  second  or  third  year,  for  his  or  her  academic  excellence, 
extra  riirriniliir  arfivfties  and  invnlvomfint  in  unwrrriiy  lifn. 


For  forms  and  further  Information,  please  visit  www.alumni.utoronto.ca  or 
contact  Linda  Wells  at  416-978-6536  or  linda.wells@utoronto.ca 
Division  of  University  Advancement 
J.  Rot)ert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House 
2 1  King's  College  Circle 
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Future  fit  to  row  on 


Kate  Plyley 


Concluding  their  season,  U  of  T 
placed  sixth  overall  for  both  men's 
and  women's  at  the  Ontario  Uni- 
versity Rowing  Championships  last 
weekend  at  St.  Catherines,  Ontario. 
Western  took  both  first  places  at  the 
regatta. 

In  what  was  supposed  to  be  a  devel- 
opmental year  for  Blues  rowing  due 
to  an  influx  of  untried  youth,  head 
coach  Gary  Stinson  said  the  focus 
was  on  building  a  strong  foundation 
for  the  future.  The  start  of  the  season 
drew  a  large  number  of  novice  row- 
ers to  the  team,  which  will  be  a  good 
base  for  coming  years,  he  said. 

"This  was  a  major  rebuilding  year 
and  our  sixth-place  finish  [at  the  OUA 
Championships]  behind  such  power 
houses  as  Queen's  and  Western  was 
not  unexpected,"  he  said.  "A  strong 
showing  by  our  novices  as  well  as  a 
dominating  performance  by  Michaela 
Spitzer  in  winning  the  Women  Heavy- 
weight and  Lightweight  single  event 
shows  a  good  mix  for  the  future." 

Spitzer  eclipsed  the  competition, 
winning  gold  medals  in  both  the 
Women's  Lightweight  single  and  the 
Women's  Heavyweight  single  com- 


petitions. The  U  of  T  Men's  Heavy- 
weight four  of  Mike  Braithwaite,  John 
Hoppe,  Michael  Ross,  Alex  Somjen, 
and  cox  Jess  Leung  was  U  of  T's  top- 
placing  Men's  boat,  qualifying  for  the 
OUA  final. 

Stinson  also  notes  that  a  positive 
team  dynamic  was  an  asset  to  this 
year's  rowing  team. 

"I  was  very  impressed  with  the  way 
the  team  worked  together  as  a  well- 
integrated  club  both  at  competition 
and  during  training,"  he  said. 

Men's  captain  Ross  agreed,  with  a 
similar  reflection  on  the  season. 

"This  season  was  more  of  a  team- 
building  season  than  anything  else," 
Ross  said.  "We  were  fortunate  enough 
to  get  a  very  good  group  of  new  indi- 
viduals who  showed  great  interest 
and  dedication  to  the  new  sport,  as 
well  as  a  few  experienced  rowers 
coming  back  for  another  season.  1 
was  really  pleased  with  everyone  on 
the  team  in  how  they  were  bonding 
and  getting  along  with  each  other, 
which  created  an  incredible  atmo- 
sphere within  the  crews." 

The  Blues  will  now  enter  their  win- 

SEE 'ROWING' -ON  NEXT  PAGE 
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Blue's  cham- 
pionship run 
ends  in  penalty 
kicks 


Ending  a  superb  post-season  run  and 
a  tremendous  campaign,  Men's  Soc- 
cer lost  1-1  (5-4  on  penalty  kicks)  to 
Western  Ontario  in  the  Ontario  Univer- 
sity Athletic  Championship  final  at  St. 
Catherine's. 

After  leaving  the  half  tied  at  nil,  U  of  T's 
Evan  Milward  put  the  Blues  on  top  in 
the  58  minutes  with  a  strike  to  the  back 
of  the  net.  The  defence  was  stellar,  but 
in  the  first  minute  of  injury  time,  Mus- 
tang attacker  Jason  De  Thomasis  snuck 
one  in,  tying  the  match  at  one-all. 

The  game  went  to  overtime,  a  posi- 
tion of  pressure  where  the  Blues  had 
prevailed  twice  in  the  past.  In  Satur- 
day's semi-final,  U  of  T  defeated  top- 
seeded  Brock  3-1,  scoring  two  goals  in 
the  second  overtime  to  propel  them 
to  the  championship.  Before  that,  the 
Blues  had  unseated  defending  champs 
Ccirleton  2-1  in  extra  time  as  well. 

For  all  U  of  T's  prior  success,  the 
Mustang  defensive  backs  were  up 
to  the  challenge,  muffling  out  any  at- 
tempts by  the  Blues.  After  the  two  sup- 
plemental periods,  the  score  was  still 
tied  at  one.  In  penalty  kicks  to  decide 
the  match,  the  Mustangs  prevailed  5- 
4,  ending  U  of  T's  dream  of  a  50th  OUA 
title. 

— CHRISTOPHEPOIRIER 


VARSITY  SPORTS 


Field  Hockey  wins  third 
straight  OUA  title 

U  of  T's  Shannon  Treacy  lined  up  for 
the  penalty  corner  in  the  opening  min- 
utes of  the  OUA  final  against  York.  She 
aimed,  she  struck,  she  conquered,  net- 
ting the  only  goal  of  the  afternoon,  as 
the  Blues  defeated  the  Lions  1-0  to  take 
the  OUA  title  last  weekend  at  Lamport 
Stadium.  The  banner  will  be  their  third 
straight  and  their  eighth  in  the  last  ten 
years. 

The  Blues  also  took  home  the  Cana- 
dian Interuniversity  Sport  bronze  med- 
al after  defeating  Alberta  yesterday  in 
a  2-1  shootout  win  in  Vancouver.  The 
round-robin  tournament  took  place 
this  weekend,  and  pitted  York  against 
the  Blues  for  the  fourth  time  this  year. 
The  rivals  tied  at  1-1  Friday. 

The  York  match  came  after  the  Blues 
lost  their  first  of  the  year,  a  2-0  defeat 
at  the  hands  of  the  University  of  British 
Columbia.  The  Thunderbirds  were  the 
top  seed  in  the  tournament,  and  thanks 
to  the  two  goals  scored  by  first-team 
All-Canadian  Jessie  Denys,  the  Blues 
spotless  season  was  left  in  the  dirt. 

The  Blues  then  faced  the  Victoria 
Vikes,  who  gave  the  blues  their  second 
loss  of  the  season,  goose-egging  U  of  T 
2-0  behind  two  goals  by  Thea  Culley. 

Drawing  2-2  against  Alberta,  the  de- 
fending CIS  champions,  allowed  the 
Blues  the  chance  to  make  the  second 
round  of  the  tournament. 
—CP. 


'ROWING'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

ter  training  phase,  where  they  will 
practice  indoors  in  order  to  prepare 
for  next  season.  With  such  a  promis- 
ing future,  Ross  is  encouraged  about 
the  coming  campign. 

"I'm  excited  when  looking  to  next 
year  since  many  of  the  new  rowers 
seem  to  have  developed  a  real  inter- 
est for  the  sport,  and  many  of  the 
coaches  are  optimistic  about  the  pro- 
gram after  seeing  the  potential  that 


exists,"  he  said. 

Varsity  Women's  team  member  Ag- 
nes Bolinska  agrees  that  the  future  is 
bright,  and  that  working  hard  in  the 
winter  months  to  come  is  important 
to  next  year's  success. 

"I  think  our  team  has  the  potential 
to  do  well  next  year,"  Bolinska  said. 
"We  will  need  to  train  hard  this  win- 
ter to  build  up  our  fitness."  The  U  of 
T  rowing  team  has  their  work  cut  out 
for  them,  but  it  seems  like  they  are  up 
for  the  challenge. 


Men's  Hairstyling 

We  are  Professional  in  Old  &  New  Bartering  Techniques 


V/SA 


VISA  accepied 


"Open  Saturdays" 
56  Wellesley  St.  (at  Bay) 
416-922-8944 
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emy 

•  Adult  and  Kids  Classes 

•  Personal  Training 

•  Weight  Facility 

•  Champion  Instructors 

416-781-3775 
www.hoiiseofmuaythai.coin 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


» Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

*  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

*  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

•  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

*  internationally  Recognized  Certificate 
«  Teacher  Placement  Service 

•  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

J  OXFORD 

.  SEMINARS 

416-924.324011-800-J79-1779 
www.oxfordseminars.com 
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THIS  WEEK'S  GAMES 

ICE  HpCKEY -  VarsitxAre 
Men  vs. Windsor 
Fri.  Nov.  10  -  7:30  p.m. 

Men  vs. Windsor 

Sat.  Nov.  I  I  -  7:30  p.m. 

BASKETBALL  -  Athletic  Centre 
Women  vs.  Lakehead 
Fri.  Nov.  10-6  p.m. 

Women  vs.  McMaster 
Sat.  Nov.  11-6  p.m. 

Men  vs.  Lakehead 
Fri.  Nov.  10-8  p.m. 

Men  vs.  McMaster 
Sat.  Nov.  11-8  p.m. 


BOX  OFFICE 

r 


uofttix.ca 

,.-.978-8849 
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www.varsityblues.ca 
UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 
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HELP  WANTED 


THERE'S  A  LIFE  ON  THE  LINE.  SHALL 
WE  ASK  THEM  TO  HOLD? 

Distress  Centres  of  Toronto  need  volunteers 
who  can  be  there  24/7  to  answer  the  calls 
of  the  lonely,  distressed  or  suicidal.  We  pro- 
vide comprehensive  training  in  telephone 
support,  crisis  intervention  and  suicide  pre- 
vention. Visit  vww.torontodistresscentre. 
com  or  call  — Downtown:  416-598-0166, 
North  York:  416-486-3180,  Scarborough: 
416-439-0744. 

SELF  MOTIVATED  STUDENT 

To  place  posters  up  on  campus,  good  pay 
with  bonuses.  Details:  416-280-6113.  Inter- 
national students  welcome! 

CHRISTMAS  GIFT  WRAPPERS 

Creative  individuals,  locations — Down- 
town Toronto,  North  York,  Richmond 
Hill,  Thornhill.  Managers  to  $10.50/hour 
+  bonuses.  Wrappers  to  $8.85/hour.  Full/ 
Part  time,  December  1-24. 416-533-9727  or 
www.torontowraps.com 

EITELBACH  CHOCOLATES 

Retail  sales  help  wanted  for  Saturdays 
and  Sundays.  Also  seasonal  Christmas 
sales  help  wanted  during  week  and 
evenings.  Bloor/Bay  and  King/Bay  loca- 
tions. Please  indicate  availability  on 
application.  Fax:  (416)  256-0925  e-mail: 
sales@eitelbach.com 


CLASSIFIEDS 


WRITER  WANTED 

For  DaVinci  Code/meaning  of  life  style 
novel.  Must  be  able  to  write  a  world  class 
best  seller  from  an  existing  outline  and 
have  the  presentation  skills  to  promote 
it.  Will  pay  5k  plus  percentage  of  profits, 
email  rd@dnalimited.com 


OILSKIN  COATS-T's  the  Season. 

Quality  waterproof  coats  made  from  100% 
cotton.  Long  lasting  and  outstanding  style. 
Full  length  from  $159.  and  mid-length  $145. 
Hats  are  $25.  wvw.australian-shop.ca 
Tel.  416-322-5826. 

2  CELL  PHONES  FOR  SALE: 

Motorola  L7  (Unlocked  -i-  128MB  Card) 
$230;  LG  VX3200  (Telus)  $85.  Like  new, 
Barely  used.  Call  647-999-7674. 

1993  NISSAN  NX  " 

Excellent  conditiion,  2L,  auto,  pw,  pm, 
removable  top,  new  cassette,  new 
tires,  meticulously  maintained,  e-tested 
$2300.  Call  647-999-7674. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 


10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  or  signup.  Just  dial  10-10-940 
before  your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on 
your  local  Bell  bill,  www.1010940.com 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessaycom 


TORlNi 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  special- 
izing in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  CHM  138, 
139, 247,  ECO  220,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  WITH  SOLUTIONS  AVAIL- 
ABLE FOR  PRACTICE.  (416) -785-8898. 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and 
dissertations,  from  style  to  format. 
APA,  MLA  and  McGill  styles  are  speci- 
alities. Mary  Anne  Carswell,  MA,  MEd, 
mcarswell@svmpatico.ca ,  416-303-3106. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  8  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 
the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 
DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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The  Varsity 


A  WORLD 

WITHOUT 

BORDERS 

NEEDS  A 

GRADUATE 

PROGRAM 

WITHOUT 

BORDERS 


www.yorku.ca/openhouse 


COME 
TO  THE 
YORK 

UNIVERSITY 
GRADUATE 
OPEN 
HOUSE 

NOVEMBER  11,  2006 
1-3PM,  VARI  HALL 
KEELE  CAMPUS 

Welcome  to 

the  interdisciplinary 

university. 

York  University's  graduate  programs 
bring  together  thinkers  from  every 
disciplne  to  tackle  real  world  issues. 
At  York,  students  and  faculty  are 
engaged  in  innovative  research 
across  44  master's  and  doctoral 
programs.  That  and  more  is  what 
makes  York  the  inspired  choice 
for  graduate  studies. 


YORK 

UNIVERSIT6 
UNIVERSITY 


redefine  THE  possible. 


IL 


(ra^  BlK  JlFalr 
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$5  Buck  Lunch 

February  14  •  1 1 :30  am  to  2:00  pm 
Great  Hall 

CALL  FOR  EXHIBITORS 
Jewelry,  pottery,  paintings,  zines,  clothing, 
bags,  and  other  crafts  will  be  considered 

Interested  in  exhibiting? 
Contact  gail.skikevitch(,autoronto.ca  or  telephone  416.978.2446 
Submission  forms  available  at  The  Hall  Porters  Desk  or 
on  line  at  http://www.harthouse.ca 
Submission  Deadline  is  January  19, 2007 
Open  to  ait  University  of  Toronto  students 

HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

416.978.2452  www.harthouse.ca 


Nov.  13  II  .00  am  -  2:00  pm 
Sid  Smith  Lobby 

Nov.  14  II  :00  am  -  2:00  pm 
Sid  Smith  Lobby 

Nov.  15  II  :00  am  -  2:00  pm 
Bahen  Centre  Lobby 

Nov.  16  I  1 :00  am  -  2:00  pm 
Bahen  Centre  Lobby 


our  display 
l€IIRfll  something  new 


6RIIIT giveaways  including?^ 

#Cil#l<nU'lnti#  award!^ 
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THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO'S  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SINCE  1880 


To  you  from  failing  hands  we  throw 
The  torch;  be  yours  to  hold  it  high. 
— John  McCrae,  'In  Flanders  Fields' 

The  pride  and  cowardice  of  those  old  men, 
making  their  wars  that  boys  must  die. 

—Mary  Roberts  Rinehart 
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SILHOUEHE 

EDITOR 

TERMINATED 

Controversial  firing 
raises  concerns  over 
press  freedom  at 
IVIclVlaster  University 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR  

When  Chris  Jaic,  editor-in-chief  of 
McMaster's  undergraduate  student 
newspaper  the  Silhouette,  went  to  see 
two  members  of  the  McMaster  Stu- 
dent Union  last  Friday  afternoon,  the 
meeting  was  not  what  he'd  expected. 

John  McGowan  and  Ryan  Moran — 
MSU's  business  manager  and  VP 
administration,  respectively — took 
Jaic  to  a  empty  room  in  McMaster's 
expansive  student  centre,  where  they 
made  the  meeting's  real  purpose 
clear:  MSU's  board  of  directors  had 
decided  to  fire  him  without  cause, 
effective  immediately,  from  his  job  at 
the  Silhouette. 

Jaic's  firing  has  sparked  concerns 
over  the  autonomy  of  the  student 
press  at  McMaster  University,  as  well 
as  over  the  process  MSU  followed  in 
firing  him. 

The  Silhouette  has  been  McMaster's 
official  campus  newspaper  since  it 
was  established  in  1930.  Though  its 
publisher  is  the  MSU,  the  paper's  au- 
tonomy in  terms  of  editorial  content  is 
enshrined  in  the  student  union's  oper- 
ating policies,  which  also  also  outline 
the  dismissal  process  for  editors  of 
the  Silhouette. 

The  policy  on  dismissals  states  that 
"any  paid  staff  member  may  be  dis- 


//FOUR  MORE  YEARS? 


DON'T  BREAK  OUT  THE  BUBBLY  YET:  Toronto  mayor  David  Miller  hams  it  up  with  voters  after  "The  Political  Party."  The  bash  was 
organized  by  Eye  Weekly anA  Spacingmagazm,  whose  panel  of  scribes  grilled  Miller  and  fellow  candidate  Jane  Pitfield  for  an 
hour  each  on  Monday.  Read  our  editorial  on  the  mayoral  elections  on  page  3.  And  next  Monday,  don't  forget  to  vote. 


missed  from  the  Silhouette  by  a  two- 
thirds  majority  vote  of  the  Silhouette 
board  of  publication.  This  decision 
shall  be  subject  to  ratification  by  the 
MSU  executive  board."  The  board  of 
publications  is  comprised  of  three 
of  the  newspaper's  editors,  three 
members  of  student  government, 
the  MSU's  business  manager,  and  the 
manager  of  the  student  union-run  ad 
and  copy  centre. 

According  to  business  manager  Mc- 
Gowan, however,  the  Silhouette  board 
of  publication  is  responsible  for  deal- 
ing with  editorial  issues.  McGowan 
said  Jaic's  firing  was  not  an  editorial 
issue. 

"It  was  strictly  a  personnel  issue," 
he  said.  "It's  our  policy  not  to  discuss 
human  resources  matters  publicly. 

"I'm  confident  the  board  [of  direc- 


tors] took  the  right  process  to  come 
to  the  decision  that  was  made." 

Jaic,  however,  claimed  that  his  fir- 
ing came  on  the  heels  of  an  investiga- 
tion into  alleged  improprieties  at  one 
of  MSU's  operations,  and  other  cover- 
age critical  of  the  student  union. 

Jaic  pointed  out  that  his  employ- 
ment contract,  which  he  signed  in 
March,  contained  the  stipulation  that 
"the  board  of  directors  may  also  ter- 
minate your  employment,  otherwise 
than  for  just  cause,  provided  that  no- 
tice or  payment  in  lieu  thereof  be  pro- 
vided to  you  and  shall  be  inclusive  to 
any  payments  required,"  by  Ontario's 
Employment  Standards  Act  of  1990. 

A  member  of  the  campus  communi- 
ty, speaking  on  condition  of  anonym- 
ity, explained  that  while  there  was  a 
change  made  to  the  MSU  operating 


policy  in  early  2006  to  move  the  5(7- 
houette  editor  from  a  weekly  salaried 
position  to  a  full-time  position,  there 
were  no  complementary  changes 
made  to  the  newspaper's  operat- 
ing policies  that  would  suggest  any 
change  in  the  hiring  or  disciplinary 
procedures. 

"Being  the  editor  of  the  newspaper, 
which  part  of  its  very  function  is  a 
check-and-balance  on  the  student 
government,  you'd  have  to  be  in  a 
very  sure-footed  position  to  take  a 
step  like  this,"  commented  the  cam- 
pus community  member 

The  17  Silhouette  employees  who 
made  up  its  editorial  board  are  out- 
raged that  no  cause  has  been  pro- 
vided to  them  for  the  removal  of  their 
executive  editor  and  stand  behind  a 
motion  to  reinstate  him. 


//TORONTO  VOTES  '06 


Rocking  the  vote 

The  l/5r5/(K catches  up  with  two  U  of  T  students  who 
are  part  of  a  clutch  of  young  candidates  propelled  into 
the  spotlight  by  their  City  Idol  victories. 
//  PROFILES  page  2 


Masters  student  Bahar 
Aminvaziri  is  gunning  for 
Jane  Pitfield's  vacant  seat 
in  Ward  26 


Funds  raised:  $10,000 
Volunteers:  10 
Pamphlets  printed:  40,000 
Lawn  signs:  200 
Cups  of  coffee  consumed: 
3  per  day  (0.5  a  day 
pre-campaign) 


U  of  T  Scarborough  student 
wants  to  represent  Ward  43 


Funds  raised:  $4,000 
Volunteers:  10 
Pamphlets  printed:  15,000 
Lawn  signs:  200 
Cups  of  coffee  consumed: 
3  per  day  (unchanged) 


SAC  to 
pay  CFS 
$lm 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


A  four-year  saga  may  be  coming  to 
an  end  at  next  week's  annual  gener- 
al meeting  of  the  Students'  Admin- 
istrative Council,  the  undergraduate 
student  government  on  St.  George 
campus. 

SAC  members  voted  to  join  the 
Canadian  Federation  of  Students  in 
Nov.  2002,  but  the  organization  was 
unable  to  starting  collecting  the 
yearly  CFS  levy  fee,  of  around  $7  per 
student,  until  last  summer.  During 
that  time,  SAC  racked  up  just  over 
$1  million  in  unpaid  back  fees. 

On  Nov.  16,  SAC  members  will  de- 
cide whether  to  pay  off  this  debt. 
But  the  move  would  also  mean  that 
SAC's  would  run  a  deficit  of  nearly 
$1.1  million  this  year,  according  to 
unofficial  2006  budget  estimates. 
(SAC  VP  internal  and  services  An- 
drea Armborst  was  unavailable  for 
comment  at  press  time.) 

"SAC  is  accounting  for  the  unpaid 
dues  owing  to  the  fact  that  U  of  T's 
administration  refused  to  levy  those 
fees,  for  the  first  couple  of  years 
of  membership,"  said  CFS  Ontario 
chairperson  Jesse  Greener 

Also  on  the  agenda  is  a  name 
change,  from  SAC  to  Central  Stu- 
dents' Union  (CSU).  If  approved, 
the  change  will  take  effect  on  May 
1,  2007. 

"We  felt  that  including  the  name 
student  union  in  the  name  would 
better  reflect  the  history  of  the  orga- 
nization," said  SAC  chairperson  Jen 
Hassum.  SAC  was  founded  as  the 
University  of  Toronto  Student  Union 
in  1901,  she  said. 

Throwing  the  word  "central"  into 
the  mix  is  to  indicate  that  "we're  an 
arena  for  the  student  population  of 
U  of  T  to  come  together,"  Hassum 
said. 


//TAX  AND  SPEND 


A  look  at  some  budget 
allocations  of  the  Student's 
Administrative  Council  this 
year,  compared  to  last 


Income  2006 


2005 


SAC  fees  $1,007,436  $968,134 
Convocation 

rentals       $134,536  $118,412 


Spending     2006  2005 
Admin 

&  office      $382,389  $284,292 
Clubs 

support      $179,640  $109,051 
Source:  SAC  auditots' statement 
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'Cheapest  &  Best 
Student  Bar  in  Toronto" 

student  Travel  Guide.  London,  UK 


422  College  St,  E  of  Bothurst 
Open  4pm  to  2am  everyday 

Wings  " 

Vi  Price  4pm  to  9pm  everydoy 
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ROGERS 

Your  World  Right  Now 


Top  10 

RealTrax"**  ring  tunes 

Week  of  October  30 

1.  Chain  Hang  Low  (Kids) 

-Jibbs 

2.  I  Know  You  See  It  (A  Cappella) 

-  Yung  Joe 

3.  Lips  of  an  Angel 

BSJ**         -  Hinder 

4.  Money  In  The  Banic 

-  Ul"  Scrappy 

5.  Money  Maker  (Pharreli  Chorus) 

-  Ludacris  (feat  Pharreli) 

6.  My  Love 

-  Justin  Timberlake 

7.  Ring  the  Alarm 

-  Keshia  Chanle 

8.  Sexy  Bacl« 

-  Justin  rimberlake 

9.  Shoulder  Lean  (feat.  T.I.) 

-  Young  Dro 

10.  Smack  That 

■  Akon 

lot  'PUy"  to  4800  on  your  Hogtn  vmtfus 
pfnne  to  dowTiload  yow  favcuriie  ring  tunes  today. 


Enter  to  WIN  a  trip  to  the  2006 
BiOboard^  Musk  Awards  in  Las  Vegas! 

•  Text  BILIBOARD  to  555  on  your 
phone  to  get  started! 

31. 2006  fca  rAf         ty  Ml  ' 

^   Brought  to  V2!|^bvRogers  Wireleu. 


//VYING  FOR  YOUR  VOTE 


Chhabra:  disability  won't  stop  me 


Kevin  Kwok  Wong 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


"rm  confident  tfiat  I'll  finish  a  good 
second,  if  1  was  not  to  win,"  said  Am- 
arjeet  Cfihabra,  while  sitting  in  her 
ad-hoc  campaign  office — two  com- 
mandeered tables  in  a  Scarborough 
Tim  Mortons. 

Sipping  a  small  coffee  amidst  a 
pile  of  highlighted  Toronto  ward 
maps,  the  24-year-old  UTSC  student 
was  preparing  to  hit  up  the  some  of 
the  brightly  outlined  areas  on  one  of 
the  maps  with  campaign  literature 
and  newly  acquired  purple  lawn 
signs.  With  less  than  a  week  before 
the  elections,  the  winner  of  the  Scar- 
borough region  City  Idol  contest  is 
thinking  further  ahead. 

"You've  definitely  got  to  start  a  lot 
sooner,"  said  Chhabra,  reflecting  on 
how  she  will  establish  herself  in  the 
community  the  next  time  she  runs. 
"In  whatever  ward  you're  running 


in,  you  really  need  to  know  the  ins 
and  outs  of  the  community  and  what 
their  needs  are." 

"I'll  have  a  campaign  office  next 
time,"  she  said  with  a  laugh. 

Yet,  the  absence  of  a  campaign  of- 
fice, the  six  other  candidates  vying 
to  represent  Ward  43,  and  with  just 
$4,000  in  donations  are  not  the  only 
challenges  Chhabra  has  met  with 
during  her  campaign. 

"It  takes  me  a  longer  time  to  go 
out  door-to-door  to  drop  flyers," 
said  Chhabra,  who  contracted  polio 
when  she  was  four  months  old,  caus- 
ing the  left  side  of  her  body  to  be 
weaker  than  the  right.  "In  the  time 
that  it  takes  to  do  ten  houses  I  can 
only  do  five." 

For  Chhabra  though,  her  perma- 
nent disability  is  almost  a  non-issue. 

"It  has  never  stopped  me,  and  it 
will  never  stop  me." 

Chhabra's  campaign  pits  her 
against  a  candidate  backed  by  the 


previous  Ward  43  councillor,  and 
nearly  cost  her  position  as  a  direc- 
tor on  the  Scarborough  Campus 
Students'  Union  due  to  missed  meet- 
ings. She  said  she  also  met  with  a  bit 
of  discrimination  based  on  her  age 
from  some  of  the  residents  she  has 
approached  while  canvassing. 

"At  times  it's  kind  of  dishearten- 
ing that  when  people  see  you  it's 
like,  'You're  young,  you  need  to  wait 
a  few  more  years,'"  said  Chhabra, 
whose  campaign  has  had  around  50 
student  volunteers — some  of  whom 
are  high  school  students  meeting 
their  mandatory  con>munity  service 
requirements. 

Chhabra's  experiences  on  the 
campaign  trail  have  not  been  all 
bad, though. 

"The  highlights  have  been  listen- 
ing to  residents  and  hearing  their 
concerns,"  she  said.  "You  see  the 
reality  when  you  go  out  there  and 
talk  to  the  people,  it's  so  nice  to  sit 


out  there  and  just  say  that  you  can 
represent  them." 

The  reality,  according  to  Chhabra, 
is  that  the  people  in  her  ward  are 
not  connected  to  the  government 
at  all. 

"We  can  blame  people  for  not  get- 
ting involved  and  engaged,  but  it 
also  is  upon  the  politicians  and  the 
government  to  make  sure  that  there 
is  communication  and  services  in 
their  language  that  they  can  under- 
stand." 

Whether  or  not  she  will  win  the 
mandate  to  try  those  initiatives  is 
not  something  Chhabra  will  specu- 
late definitively  about. 

"1  joined  this  race  because  I  want- 
ed to  serve  the  people,  and  I'm  in  it 
to  do  that,  and  I'm  confident  still." 

Chhabra's  efforts,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  volunteers  huddled  around 
the  two  tables  in  the  bustling  do- 
nut  shop,  will  be  put  to  the  test  this 
coming  Monday. 


Aminvaziri:  engineering  a  better  city 


Malcolm  Johnston 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


It's  become  a  fact  of  life  for  Bahar 
Aminvaziri  that  sometimes  there  just 
aren't  enough  hours  in  the  day.  For 
the  past  six  months,  she  has  juggled 
her  campaign  for  city  councillor  for 


Toronto's  Ward  26  with  her  full-time 
job  at  the  Ministry  of  the  Environ- 
ment. 

The  27-year-old  is  up  every  morn- 
ing by  7  a.m.,  preparing  for  her  work 
day  at  the  Ministry,  where  she  works 
as  an  engineer  in  the  Waste  Disposal 
branch.  After  work,  she  meets  up 


J 


If  you  come  to  a  fork 
in  the  road  take  It. 


UNLIMIT  YOURSELF 

Iveyhba.ca 


Bill  Gates  didit  -  so  can  YOU! 

Experienced  financiers  seek  innovative 
business  ideas  to  commercialize  in 
partnership  with  YOU. 

Put  your  ideas  to  work! 

Email  Irv  Tee  now  at 
bizsearch@rogers.com 
or  call  (905)  709-4357 


with  her  team  of  ten  campaign  vol- 
unteers— comprised  of  mostly  close 
friends  and  family  members. 

Without  a  headquarters,  the  team 
usually  meets  in  a  coffee  shop  near- 
by, where  they  discuss  the  campaign 
until  well  after  dark.  Then  Aminvaziri 
heads  home — her  campaign's  de  fac- 
to headquarters — to  catch  up,  which 
given  the  circumstances  could  mean 
writing  a  speech,  preparing  for  an  in- 
terview, answering  emails,  or  updat- 
ing her  website  and  blog.  She  keeps 
at  it  until  well  into  the  night  (her  most 
recent  blog  entry,  for  instance,  came 
at  4:37  a.m.  Monday  morning)  before 
she  turns  out  the  lights. 

It  makes  sense  then,  that  our 
phone  interview  takes  place,  at  her 
urging,  over  the  lunch  hour,  as  she 
darts  from  her  office  at  the  Ministry 
of  the  Environment  to  get  a  bite  to  eat. 
Cars  are  honking  in  the  background. 
A  moment  later  she  interrupts  our 
conversation  to  order  her  lunch. 

One  of  my  first  questions  is  if  she's 
exhausted,  and  her  brief  answer  is 
more  revealing  than  she  thinks.  "Yes. 
Very,"  is  all  she  can  muster. 

But  her  hard  work  has  not  been 
without  its  rewards.  Of  the  fifteen 


Call  for  Nominations 

in  June  of  2007,  Margaret  Hancock  will  complete  her  second  term  as 
Warden  of  Hart  House.  Though  eligible  for  reappointment,  she  has  decided 
not  to  continue  for  a  third  term.  In  keeping  with  the  university's  practices, 
a  review  will  be  conducted  of  the  work  of  Hart  House  and  a  search  for  a  new 
Warden.  Professor  Vivek  Goel,  Vice-President  and  Provost,  has  issued  a  call 
for  nominations  of  individuals  to  serve  on  a  committee  that  will  function 
as  a  review  committee  of  the  work  of  Hart  House  and  to  advise  on  the 
appointment  of  a  new  Warden. 

The  advisory  committee  will  begin  meeting  in  the  fall  with  the  objective 
of  reporting  its  review  findings  by  January  2007. 

Nominations  for  the  committee  should  be  sent  by  Nov.  17  to  the  attention 
of  Vanessa  Laufer,  Special  Projects  Officer;  phone  416-978-1855,  e-mail 
vanessa.  laufer®  utoronto.ca 
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candidates  in  her  ward,  only  five — 
the  perceived  front-runners — were 
invited  to  a  televised  debate  on  Gold- 
hawk  Live.  There  she  performed  well, 
earning  praise  from  the  perceived 
front-runner,  John  Parker,  a  former 
MPP  during  the  Mike  Harris  admin- 
istration. 

"I  find  Bahar  charming,  and  1  thought 
she  spoke  very  well  at  the  candidates' 
meeting,"  he  said.  "She's  honourable, 
conscientious,  and  speaks  well.  And 
1  found  it  very  imaginative  of  her  to 
come  up  with  round  lawn  signs." 

Aminvaziri,  a  U  of  T  grad  student 
(though  she's  put  her  studies  on 
hold),  was  one  of  four  winners  of  the 
City  Idol  contest  that  wrapped  up  in 
June,  and  though  the  City  Idol  team 
provided  her  with  four  volunteers — 
assistance  that  was  sorely  needed — 
Aminvaziri's  campaign  has  struggled 
financially.  With  the  help  of  the  Ira- 
nian community,  Aminvaziri's  cam- 
paign raised  about  $10,000 — enough 
to  cover  literature  costs  and  website 
fees,  but  not  enough  to  rent  office 
space  or  hire  full-time  staff. 

"A  full  campaign  would  require 
about  $20,000  to  $25,000"  she  said. 
"But  young  people  don't  have  any  full 
chance — we're  not  yet  well-known 
in  society.  Others  who  are  older  and 
more  experienced  and  have  relation- 
ships to  businesses,  they  have  no 
problems  raising  funds.  When  you 
are  young  and  not  well-known,  it  is 
difficult  to  convince  people  to  donate 
funds." 

But,  for  all  her  youth  and  inexpe- 
rience, Aminvaziri  has  established 
herself  as  an  articulate  voice  in  the 
municipal  politics — and  that's  ac- 
cording to  her  opposition. 

But  if  Aminvaziri  loses  on  Nov. 
13 — which  is  possible,  given  that  the 
riding  went  to  conservative  Jane  Pit- 
field  last  time  around — she  will  still 
take  much  away  from  the  experience, 
she  said. 

"If  she's  not  successful  (on  Nov.  13]," 
said  Parker,  "she's  performed  admi- 
rably and  set  the  stage  for  the  future." 
Aminvaziri  shared  this  outlook. 

"This  has  been  an  amazing  experi- 
ence. I've  learned  so  much  1  didn't  ex- 
pect— how  to  handle  a  budget,  how 
to  manage  a  team  of  volunteers,  how 
to  design  a  website,  how  to  go  door- 
to-door,  and  more.  If  I  could,  I  would 
do  it  all  over  again." 


opinions@thevarsity.ca 


VARSITY  COMMENT 


No  mayoral  vision  in  sight 


It's  election  time  in  the  city,  and  in 
every  ward  there  are  exciting  candi- 
dates, new  and  old,  poised  to  bring 
some  much-needed  energy  and  ex- 
citement to  our  tired  city. 

Unfortunately,  there  are  no  such 
candidates  running  for  the  top  job. 

Toronto  is  faced  with  many  press- 
ing issues:  our  garbage  situation  is 
near  critical  mass,  transit  is  on  life- 
support,  and  the  waterfront  is  crying 
for  an  identity.  City  planning  is  hap- 
hazard and  reactive,  lacking  the  "big 
picture"  perspective  needed  to  craft  a 
green,  efficient,  tourist-friendly  city. 

Much  of  Toronto's  decline  can  be 
traced  to  a  mayor  who  lacks  the  ener- 
gy and  willpower  to  involve  the  com- 
munity in  the  planning  process.  We're 


-  EDITORIAL  ^ 

hard-pressed  to  find  a  sense  of  vision 
in  any  of  the  top  three  candidates. 

Everyone  speaks  of  incumbent 
David  Miller's  potential,  but  lately 
he's  always  looking  tired  or  irritable. 
Maybe  the  burden  of  leading  such  a 
dysfunctional  council  is  proving  too 
much  for  him.  Miller  keeps  playing 
the  "world-class  city"  card,  but  it's 
clear  that  Toronto  has  a  way  to  go  be- 
fore we  can  assume  that  title.  A  city 
that's  truly  world-class  doesn't  have 
to  keep  reminding  everyone — includ- 
ing itself — of  the  fact. 

Miller  may  well  win  re-election  and 
do  a  fine  job  in  his  second  term.  But 


it's  frustrating  that  in  a  year  when  a 
strong  challenger  had  the  opportu- 
nity to  capture  the  imagination  of  a 
city,  we  had  to  settle  for  Jane  Pitfield's 
vague  promises  and  whiny  com- 
plaints about  the  current  leadership. 
Pitfield  does  have  some  solid  ideas 
and  makes  some  valid  criticisms  of 
Miller's  time  in  office,  but  she  too  eas- 
ily falls  back  on  stock  phrases  and 
loosely  defendable  claims  about  vio- 
lence, trash,  and  overspending. 

Stephen  "Who?"  LeDrew's  belated 
candidacy  started  strangely  and 
never  changed.  He  doesn't  stand  a 
chance  due  to  the  lack  of  buzz  around 
his  chaotic  campaign— and  really, 
after  Jon  Stewart's  famous  upbraid- 
ing of  CNN's  Tucker  Carlson,  it's  been 


hard  to  take  a  grown  man  in  a  bow  tie 
seriously. 

Election  campaigns  never  bring  out 
the  best  or  brightest  in  anyone,  with 
most  debates  sadly  descending  into 
insult-trading  contests  and  attempts 
by  the  candidates  to  out-promise 
each  other.  There  should  be  more 
events  like  last  Monday's  "The  Po- 
litical Party,"  where  Pitfield  and  Miller 
answered  specific  questions  from  lo- 
cal journalists  for  an  hour  apiece,  if 
issues  are  to  be  actually  discussed. 

This  campaign  needed  a  principled 
rallying  voice,  someone  with  a  vision 
and  a  plan  that  could  unite — or  at 
least  wake  up — the  city.  Instead  we 
got  broom-waving,  finger-pointing, 
and  blame-shifting. 


Street  legal? 

Last  summer,  Toronto  completed  its  first- 
ever  head  count  of  its  fiomeless.  Now  we 
finow  how  many  homeless  there  are  (we 
think),  but  city  council  is  still  unable  to  de- 
vise an  effective  strategy  forgetting  them 
off  the  streets.  This  mayoral  campaign  has 
seen  incumbent  David  Miller  say  that  the 
eventual  goal  is  to  provide  the  homeless 
with  affordable  housing.  Challenger  Jane 
Pitfield  is  aggressively  pushing  to  legally 
prohibit  living  on  the  streets  and  clear  To- 
ronto's sidewalks  for  pedestrians,  includ- 
ing tourists.  Our  writers  ponder  how  best 
to  address  the  issue. 


Panhandlers  pose  a  problem  to  To- 
rontonians  because  they  harass 
innocent  pedestrians.  This  threatening 
behaviour  ranges  from  yelling  at  people 
and  making  threatening  gestures  to — in 
the  case  of  one  infamous  Church  St. 
panhandler — hugging  passersby  until 
they  surrender  their  change  out  of  fear 
for  their  safety.  The  homeless  not  only 
sleep  in  the  dumpsters  in  apartment 
building  parking  lots,  but  they  yell  and 
throw  garbage  at  people  going  to  their 
homes,  disturbing  those  already  asleep. 
Some  so-called  "homeless"  can  even  be 
seen  sneaking  back  to  their  homes  after 
conning  people  into  giving  them  money. 

Living  on  the  street  should  be  illegal, 
because  homelessness  inconveniences 
all  of  Toronto's  citizens.  Building  more 
shelters  would  be  futile,  because  pan- 
handlers do  not  wish  to  use  them  due 
to  unsafe  conditions  inside  them.  More 
government  handouts  are  also  not  the 
solution. 

Employment  opportunities  need  to  be 


created  for  the  homeless,  who  must  be 
taught  job  skills  that  will  allow  them  to 
hold  a  steady  job  and  meet  their  hous- 
ing and  survival  needs.  Many  homeless 
people  are  unable  to  find  adequate  em- 
ployment, and  since  an  employer  cannot 
contact  someone  living  on  the  street, 
panhandlers  cannot  find  work  even  if 
they  wish  to.  More  effective  funding  to 
mental  health  programs  is  also  required 
to  treat  the  mentally  ill  homeless  popula- 
tion and  enable  them  to  function  effec- 
tively in  society. 
— AFSHAN  MAKHANI 

How  can  the  Canadian  government 
carry  out  its  ambitious  mission  in 
the  streets  of  Kandahar  effectively  when 
it  is  apparent  that  our  country  has  not 
been  able  to  solve  the  problem  of  home- 
lessness at  home?  Mayoral  candidate 
Jane  Pitfield  has  adopted  a  tough  stance 
on  Toronto's  homeless  population,  and 
if  she  is  successful  in  passing  legislation 
that  kicks  them  off  the  streets,  that  day 
will  indeed  be  a  sad  one.  Pitfield's  plan  is 
reminiscent  of  former  New  York  mayor 
Rudy  Giuliani's,  which  attempted  to 
make  New  York  City  a  more  alluring  des- 
tination for  tourists  but  turned  a  blind 
eye  to  the  problem  of  homelessness. 

As  homelessness  is  the  fate  of  many 
in  Toronto,  not  a  choice,  it  should  not 
be  declared  illegal.  Instead,  our  gov- 
ernments should  consider  the  causes 
behind  homelessness  and  devise  long- 
lasting  solutions.  Such  efforts  take  time, 
money,  and  dedication.  Why  is  it  that  we 
are  spending  millions  of  dollars  fight- 
ing wars  overseas,  but  not  dealing  with 
pressing  social  and  economic  problems 
at  home? 

Given  that  Canada  is  one  of  the  rich- 
est and  most  developed  nations  in  the 
world,  how  can  we  neglect  the  most  vul- 
nerable segment  of  our  society?  Rather 
than  seeking  permanent  legislation  that 
would  work  towards  solving  homeless- 
ness by  providing  things  like  more  work 
opportunities,  Pitfield  seems  interested 
in  proposing  a  quick-fix  solution.  Her 
plan  will  only  result  in  cosmetic  changes 


to  Toronto's  landscape,  and  lead  to  the 
further  gentrification  of  our  city. 
—SANA  AHMED 


Homelessness  is  a  life  with  no  private 
space.  The  major  cause  (and  con- 
sequence) of  homelessness  is  poverty, 
and  for  this  reason  the  homeless  must 
be  embraced  as  part  of  society.  Their 
inability  to  afford  a  particular  standard 
of  living  should  not  make  them  a  differ- 
ent class  than  those  with  private  homes. 
The  government  must  support  all  efforts 
to  enable  the  homeless  to  pass  the  night 
on  the  streets  or  in  public  areas,  as  long 
as  in  so  doing  they  do  not  interfere  with 
the  activities  of  pedestrians. 

Many  argue  that  most  homeless 
people  are  homeless  because  of  drug 
addiction  or  criminal  activity.  Realisti- 
cally, many  stay  on  the  streets  because 
they  are  kicked  out  of  their  homes,  have 
mental  disorders,  get  laid  off  work,  or 
simply  cannot  afford  to  pay  mounting 
living  expenses. 

Some  people  consider  homeless  peo- 
ple an  eyesore  on  the  city  landscape. 


but  in  fact  they  add  to  our  city's  unique 
mosaic.  Some  of  the  homeless  use  their 
time  on  the  streets  to  expose  their  tal- 
ents, entertaining  and  serving  the  public 
in  many  ways.  Some  play  musical  in- 
struments and  entertain  pedestrians  in 
exchange  for  the  money  needed  to  sur- 
vive. Others  clean  car  windows,  a  useful 
activity  the  city  council  disallowed  when 
it  passed  the  "Safe  Streets  Act." 

The  government  provides  public 
shelters  for  the  homeless,  but  the  myth 
that  these  reduce  the  number  of  people 
on  the  streets  has  been  proven  false. 
Many  homeless  people  prefer  open  pub- 
lic spaces  to  confined  ones.  Our  parks 
and  streets  are  open  public  spaces  and 
all  people,  homeless  or  not,  must  have 
the  right  to  sleep  where  they  feel  safe. 
If  living  on  the  streets  will  somewhat 
solve  or  relieve  the  financial,  mental,  or 
emotional  stress  in  the  lives  of  some  of 
the  homeless,  then  sleeping  in  the  street 
should  be  a  legal  option  for  them. 
—DENZEL  MILLS 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE 


I 


With  elections  galore,  youtt^-^ 
issues  are  being  ignored — 
and  it's  our  own  fault.  See  Corey 
Dahl's  Youth  without  a  cause  at 
www.thevarsity.ca  to  find  out 
why  young  people  are  opting  out 
of  their  civic  duty. 


If  you  come  to  a  fork 
in  the  road  take  it. 
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With  these  three  stooges  to 
choose  from,  you  might  as  well  vote 
for  Shaun  Bruce,  the  22-year-old  run- 
ning for  mayor  as  part  of  a  class  proj- 
ect at  Guelph-Humber.  Sure,  he  may 
not  know  how  things  work  politically 
in  the  back  rooms  of  city  hall.  But 
our  current  mayor  and  council  do, 
and  that  hasn't  helped  them  actually 
get  much  of  anything  done  over  the 
last  three  years.  Isn't  it  great  that  this 
time  we  get  to  enjoy  whoever  wins 
for  a  full  four? 
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MARTY  BECKERMAN: 
BOY  WONDER.  OR  WASTED  FUCK? 


CHANDLER  LEVACK  probes  this  young  author's  dirty  mind 


Can  I  tell  you  a  story?  It's 
about  Lebanon,  and  Arab 
hookers....  Actually,  I'm  not 
going  to  tell  it." 
This  is  how  Marty  Beckerman,  the  contro- 
versial 23-year-olcl  author  from  Anchorage, 
Alaska,  starts  conversations  with  reporters. 
With  nary  a  hello,  either. 

He  rose  to  notoriety  at  age  17  when  he 
self-published  a  collection  of  essays  entitled 
Death  to  all  Cheerleaders:  One  Adolescent 
Journalist's  Cheerful  Diatribe  against  Teenage 
Plasticity,  and  then  trotted  off  to  American 
University  in  Washington  D.C.,  known  as  one 
of  the  most  expensive  private  universities  in 
the  U.S..  to  study  journalism. 

During  Marty's  second  year  of  college  he 
unleashed  his  second  book.  Generation  SLUT: 
A  Brutal  Feel-Up  Session  with  Today's  Sex- 
Crazed  Populace,  a  half-journalistic  view  of 
Generation  Y's  new  promiscuity,  and  a  meta- 
narrative  about  four  fictional  adolescents 
engaging  in  leather,  whips  and  a  Crisco  fetish 
a  little  too  early  in  life.  The  book  was  a  suc- 
cess— but  then  came  the  backlash. 

Generation  SLUT  received  vicious  hate  mail 
from  both  the  left  and  right  sides  of  the  po- 
litical spectrum.  A  New  York  Times  interview 
even  accused  Marty  of  writing  what  was  in  es- 
sence "a  plea  to  return  to  chastity." 

Beckerman  received  so  much  mail  from 
youngsters  who  were  literally  burning  his 
book  because  of  the  extreme  sexual  content 
and  obscene  language,  that  the  young  Jewish 
author  was  shaken  to  his  ideological  core. 

"Somehow,  if  you  criticize  11-year-olds  fuck- 
ing each  other,  you're  part  of  the  religious 
right.  With  these  tyrant  leftist  professors  and 
the  reaction  from  liberals,  1  became  really 
right-wing  to  the  point  where  (even  though  in 
my  heart  of  hearts  1  knew  it  was  wrong),  I  was 
attending  Republican  Conventions  and  vot- 
ing for  Bush.  Extremes  bounce  off  each  other, 
and  if  people  on  one  side  come  after  me  I'll 
run  to  the  other  side." 

But  living  in  GOP-controlled  Washington 
also  rubbed  Beckerman  the  wrong  way. 

"The  weirdest  thing  1  noticed  about  Wash- 
ington is  how  many  people  there  just  love  the 
government.  I  know  so  many  people  who  just 
fucking  loved  the  idea  of  it.  They  dreamed 
about  walking  through  bureaus  and  depart- 
ments, worrying  about  trivial  shit.  Crusading 
in  the  war  against  fast  foods,  how  big  your 
showerhead  should  be  to  conserve  water. 
This  got  them  off." 

Beckerman's  latest  book  is  titled  Retard  Na- 
tion: America 's  Sexxxiest  Young  Journalist  Ex- 
poses the  Bastardly  Forces  Keeping  You  Stupid. 
Indebted  to  gonzo-journalist  godfather  Hunt- 
er S.  Thompson,  Beckerman  rants  about  the 
PC  qualities  of  American  culture  after  spend- 
ing a  year  exploring  two  groups  he  brands 
"stupid  hippies  and  Jesus  freaks." 

"In  America  there's  the  War  On  Drugs,  the 
new  war  on  alcohol  with  this  new  neo-prohibi- 
tionism,  the  new  war  against  fast  food  where 
they  are  basically  trying  to  protect  people 
from  themselves — I  want  to  jab  a  knife  into 
Morgan  Spurlocks  throat,  like,  'Super-size 
this,  motherfucker!' — the  war  on  cigarettes, 
and  a  final  chapter  where  I  go  to  Israel.  I  think 
it's  some  of  the  best  writing  I've  ever  done. 
There's  an  outrage  on  every  page  of  Retard 
Nation.  I  mean,  people  are  taking  overweight 
kids  and  giving  them  to  foster  homes,  there's 
a  national  sales  tax  on  fast  food.  You  can't 
have  fun  anymore." 

Beckerman  talks  a  good  game,  but  under- 
neath it  all,  there's  a  burning,  obsessive  de- 
sire to  convert  his  minor  celebrity  into  big- 
time  greatness.  On  the  phone,  he  oscillates 


Bend  it  like  Beckerman:  Marty  crusades  against  PC  America  in  his  (hopefully)  forthcoming  novel  Retard  Nation. 


between  trying  to  viscerally  offend  me  as 
much  as  possible  (for  example,  he  claims  that 
we  can  solve  the  hunger  crisis  by  feasting  on 
the  flesh  of  aborted  children),  but  at  the  same 
time,  he  tries  desperately  to  convince  me  that 
he  is  the  greatest  writer  of  our  generation. 

"Every  generation  gets  a  few  cultural  touch- 
stones, and  I've  never  made  it  a  secret  that  1 
want  to  be  one  of  them.  I've  never  doubted 
that  I'm  the  greatest  writer  of  my  generation. 
The  problem  is,  how  do  I  get  recognized  for 
that?  My  first  goal  is  to  be  famous.  But  what  is 
fame?  Fame  is  Paris  Hilton.  To  be  loved,  that's 
what  Hunter  Thompson  had.  You  can  be  fa- 
mous, but  it's  not  the  same  thing." 

In  February  2003,  Beckerman  actually 
had  the  opportunity  to  interview  Hunter  S. 
Thompson  during  the  older  writer's  final 
book  tour  before  he  shot  himself  in  the  head 
two  years  later. 

"I  called  up  to  Hunter's  hotel  room  at  like 
10,  11  o'clock  at  night  and  I  reached  his  assis- 


tant. Hunter's  assistant  tells  me  that  Hunter's 
had  a  long  day  and  that  1  can  absolutely  not 
interview  him.  But  then  1  hear  this  long  pause 
on  the  line  and  in  this  strained  gravelly  voice 
1  hear  can  Hunter  asking,  "Does  the  boy  have 
drugs?"  So  the  deal  was  that  if  I  got  there  in 
30  minutes  with  pot,  1  could  interview  Hunter. 
1  immediately  start  scrambling.  1  go  out  look- 
ing for  people  in  New  York  to  buy  pot  from. 
1  paid  five  times  more  than  1  usually  would 
have  for  some  pot  off  the  street  and  got  an 
hour  to  interview  Hunter.  It  was  the  coolest 
night  of  my  fucking  life." 

"Hunter  was  snorting  coke  at  the  table,  he 
was  smoking  hash  and  pot  at  the  same  time 
and  drinking.  1  had  to  try  and  keep  up  with 
him  and  interview  him  at  the  same  time, 
which  was  really  difficult.  He  could  hardly 
stand  up,  his  assistant  had  to  help  him  sit 
down  at  the  table.  I  guess  he  had  just  put  his 
body  through  so  much  shit  that  it  couldn't 
take  it  anymore." 


Upon  reading  Generation  SLUT,  Thompson 
remarked,  "Good  work,  you  morbid  little  bas- 
tard." 

However,  the  biggest  rock  in  Beckerman's 
life  appears  to  be  his  girlfriend,  who  he  men- 
tions constantly  in  the  press,  on  his  personal 
website  and  on  all  his  marketing  material. 
The  couple  met  at  American  University,  and 
for  Marty  it  seems  like  she's  one  of  the  things 
that  makes  him  complete,  even  though  he 
regales  me  with  stories  of  all  the  hot  women 
he's  turned  down  because  of  being  in  "a  fuck- 
ing long-term  relationship." 


I've  never  doubted  that 
I'm  the  greatest  writer 
of  my  generation.  The 
problem  is,  how  do  I  get 
recognized  for  that?' 


"I  think  the  unfortunate  thing  about  Re- 
tard Nation  is  that  I  can't  write  any  blow  job 
scenes.  That's  too  bad  because  I  fucking  love 
writing  sex  scenes.  Some,  of  the  scenes  in 
Generation  SLUT  are  so  fucking  hot.  1  think 
I'm  the  first  author  to  masturbate  to  my  own 
sex  scenes.  I  literally  read  my  own  sex  scenes 
while  1  masturbate." 

On  July  31,  Retard  Nation  was  dropped  from 
the  Beckerman's  publishing  house  after  be- 
ing pushed  back  several  times  for  a  release. 
Marty  tells  me  it's  the  biggest  disappoint- 
ment he's  had  in  eight  years  of  writing.  He  is 
currently  courting  other  companies  with  a  re- 
worked Retard  Nation,  now  with  the  working 
title  A  Confederacy  of  Douches.  Beckerman 
states  on  his  blog,  titled  "Lair  of  Sodomy," 
that  2006  was  so  depressing — one  book  can- 
celled, six  magazine  articles  rejected,  a  movie 
option  from  HBO  dropped — that  he's  "looking 
at  grad  schools." 

U  of  T,  you  have  been  warned. 


//BECKERMAN  IN  BRIEF 


•  1983  -  Born  in  Anchorage,  Alaska 

to  Jewish  parents 

•  1998  -  Writes  weekly  humour 
collumn  in  the  Anchorage  Daily 
News 

•  2000  -  Fired  by  his  editor  for  verbally 
abusing  a  13-year-old  cheerleader 

•  2000  -  Self-publishes  Death  to  all 
Cheerleaders 

•  2002  -  Death  lands  him  an  internship 
at  the  New  York  Press 

•  2003  -  Smokes  dope  with  Hunter  S. 
Thompson 

•  2004  -  MTV  Books  publishes 
Generation  SLUT  to  polarized 
reviews 

•  2005  -  Writes  an  expose  on  the  sex 
lives  of  young  Republicans  for 
Playboy 

•  2006  -  Simon  &  Schuster  cancel 
publication  of  Retard  Nation 
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Blues  to  spike  while  the  iron's  hot 


Kimberly  Montgomery 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Still  early  in  the  season,  Men's  Volleyball 
(4-1)  looks  ready  to  surpass  the  compe- 
tition and  spike  into  the  division  lead. 
U  of  T  is  currently  ranked  third  in  the 
Ontario  University  Athletic  league  at 
eight  points.  With  their  strong  roster 
and  skilled  coaching  staff,  the  Blues 
have  high  hopes. 

Head  Coach  Jeff  Chung  attributes  the 
good  start  to  tough  preseason  condi- 
tioning and  disciplined  training. 

"We've  been  working  hard,"  he  said. 
"A  combination  of  work  ethic,  new  re- 
cruits, talent  and  size  has  helped  us 
make  it  to  this  point.  Our  specific  focus 
early  on  has  been  on  defence,  serving 
and  serve-receiving." 

With  a  stacked  lineup  of  veteran 


players  and  skilled  rookies,  the  season 
looks  bright. 

"We  hope  to  have  a  better  standing 
than  last  year,  where  we  made  top  six. 
This  year  we  hope  to  win  the  Ontario 
Title  and  advance  to  nationals,"  Chung 
said. 

Along  with  tough  training,  Chung  also 
attributes  the  team's  skill  to  successful 
fundraising. 

"Because  fundraising  has  improved, 
our  budget  has  increased,"  he  said.  "The 
money  has  allowed  us  to  buy  more  soft- 
ware and  technology,  like  video  equip- 
ment to  scout  out  our  opponents." 

The  team  has  been  putting  this  new 
technology  to  use  as  they  scope  out 
their  competition  for  this  weekend. 
They  travel  to  London  to  meet  the  West- 
ern Mustangs  on  Saturday.  The  follow- 
ing day,  the  Blues  hit  the  court  versus 


the  Windsor  Lcincers. 

Chung  admits  that  these  upcom- 
ing away  games  may  be  tough  on  the 
team. 

"We've  been  on  the  road  quote  a  bit 
and  it  starts  testing  the  players  men- 
tally," he  said.  "Being  away  from  home, 
the  gym  and  on  the  road — all  these  fac- 
tors come  into  play." 

When  questioned  about  not  having 
home  court  advantage,  Chung  admits 
that  both  of  their  oppoents  play  well  at 
home. 

"We  have  to  be  super-patient  and 
work  through  it,"  he  said.  "I'm  confident 
we'll  get  the  results,  but  it's  not  going  to 
be  easy,  that's  for  sure." 

This  summer,  Chung  was  invited  to 
be  the  head  coach  for  Canada's  Junior 
National  Team,  and  he  took  much  from 
the  experience. 


"1  was  constantly  learning  as  a  play- 
er, and  now  as  national  coach  for  the 
Junior  National  Team,  1  am  constantly 
learning  from  other  coaches  and  am 
passing  their  drills  and  techniques  on 
to  U  of  T,"  he  said. 

Last  weekend  the  Blues  traveled 
to  Waterloo  to  face  Laurier's  Golden 
Hawks.  U  of  T  started  slow,  losing  the 
first  two  sets,  but  they  battled  back  to 
win  in  five  (25-18,  25-12,  22-25,  23-25. 
and  12-15). 

"Brendan  Peel  and  setter  James 
Mackay  showed  a  lot  of  leadership  to 
pull  off  the  win,"  Chung  said.  Peel  led 
U  of  T's  attack  by  hitting  19  kills.  Ste- 
ven Kung  scored  11  points  with  some 
huge  hits,  and  played  an  important  role 
defensively  by  digging  11  balls.  Libero, 
Bowie  Chung  controlled  the  team's 
composure  in  the  backcourt. 


For  their  second  game  of  the  week- 
end, U  of  T  had  to  come  back  from  be- 
hind, again  losing  the  first  set. 

"We  started  off  with  a  huge  focus- 
ing issue.  Then  we  started  to  play  vol- 
leyball," Chung  said.  Against  Waterloo, 
the  Blues  quickly  turned  things  around. 
They  easily  beat  the  Warriors  in  four 
sets  (25-20, 17-25, 13-25,  and  13-25).  This 
time,  it  was  some  of  the  younger  players 
who  added  a  spark. 

"Marko  Balan  and  Colin  Dole  had 
some  good  numbers,  their  energy  add- 
ed to  the  game"  Chung  said. 

The  team's  only  loss  so  far  is  to  the 
OUA-leading  Queen's  University  squad. 
The  Golden  Gaels  are  currently  ranked 
sixth  in  Canada,  but  it  took  Queen's  five 
long  sets  to  defeat  the  Blues.  Although  U 
of  T  lost,  Chung  said,  "it  proves  we're  in 
a  race  for  the  championship  this  year." 


Silence  is  golden 


' — ^-  i  ■  — 

BLUE  TO  BLOCK:  Women's  Volleyball  (5-0)  bring  their  undefeated  record  to  Ottawa  this  weekend  in  a  battle  of  the  top  teams  in  the  OUA. 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


Ask  any  member  of  Women's  Volleyball 
(5-0)  their  expectations  for  this  season, 
and  you  get  the  same  response:  mum's 
the  word. 

But  anyone  who  has  followed  the  Blues 
knows  that  they  are  itching  to  return 
back  to  the  laurels  of  their  four-year  title 
streak  that  ended  in  2004.  After  finish- 
ing second  last  year  and  third  the  year 
before,  the  goal  as  always  is  an  Ontario 
University  Athletic  championship. 

With  eight  returning  veterans,  includ- 
ing the  clutch  core  of  Asya  Denilova, 
Gioia  Canciani  and  Mila  Miguel,  the 
Blues  are  primed  for  a  comeback. 

"We  don't  focus  on  winning  champi- 
onshifw,"  said  head  coach  Kristin  Dra- 
kich.  "Instead  of  looking  too  far  ahead, 
we  take  care  of  the  little  things.  But  our 
high  goals  remain  consistent. 

"The  bottom  line  is  execution,  taking 
care  of  our  business  on  our  end  of  the 
court.  We  might  change  a  few  things 
tactically,  but  that's  dependent  on  our 
play.  We  don't  change  depending  who 
our  opponents  are.  It's  the  little  things 
that  make  a  successful  team:  ball  con- 


trol and  serve-receive.  Those  two  set 
the  tone,  as  serving  tough  and  strong 
passing  puts  pressure  on  that  other 
team,  it  gives  them  trouble." 

To  make  that  trouble,  the  Blues  rely 
on  their  setter,  Denilova,  a  two-time  All- 
Canadian. 

"If  we  are  passing  well,  then  we're  able 
use  the  full  extent  of  her  skills.  She's  a 
tremendous  attacker  as  well  as  a  strong 
and  consistent  passer,"  Drakich  said. 

Another  strength  of  the  Blues  is  their 
prowess  on  the  defensive  side  of  the 
net.  In  a  four-set  win  over  Wilfred  Lau- 
rier  Monday,  U  of  T  had  three  players 
record  20  digs  or  more  over  the  course 
of  the  match. 

"The  biggest  thing  is  defence,"  Dra- 
kich said.  "We  need  everybody  to  do 
their  role.  We're  not  a  team  where  one 
person  could  take  over  a  match.  When 
we  work  together  we  are  very  strong." 

While  the  Blues  boast  a  strong  and 
unified  front,  Drakich  does  believe  the 
team  needs  to  work  on  their  attacking, 
especially  from  their  middle  hitters. 

"We  need  to  utilize  our  middle  a  bit 
more,  as  it  keeps  the  other  team  off- 
balance,"  she  said.  "Getting  production 
from  the  middle  would  prevent  oppos- 


ing hitters  from  dropping  back  and  set- 
ting up  to  block." 

U  of  T  will  attempt  to  do  just  that  as 
they  travel  to  Ottawa  (5-1)  this  weekend 
to  take  on  a  team  tied  with  the  Blues 
atop  the  OUA  East. 

"They  have  the  same  lineup  as  last 
year,  and  they  finished  third  in  the  OUA 
tournament,"  Drakich  said.  "Everybody 
is  so  strong  in  this  league,  and  anything 
can  happen.  It's  still  early  in  the  season, 
and  the  schedule  has  been  tough  on  us. 
We've  been  on  the  road  the  last  four 
weekends." 

This  weekend  will  be  the  fifth  in  a 
row,  and  next  weekend  the  sixth,  as  U  of 
T  will  travel  to  Thunder  Bay  to  take  on 
Lakehead  in  a  two-day  set.  Difficulties 
aside,  the  Blues  have  been  road  war- 
riors, as  they  have  shut  out  opponents 
three  times  this  year. 

Home-cooking  starts  November  25 
when  the  Blues  will  host  Queen's  Uni- 
versity. From  then  on,  U  of  T  will  stay 
away  from  the  bus  until  well  into  the 
new  year. 

While  the  going  may  be  tough  now, 
a  little  perseverance  might  make  way 
for  another  banner  in  the  rafters  come 
March. 


Upset  special 
on  NFL's  menu 


Jonas  Siegel 

VARSITY  STAFF 


San  Diego  at  Cincinnati 

We  all  love  a  little  drama,  and  that's 
exactly  what  receiver  Chad  Johnson 
has  brought  to  the  lifeless  Bengals. 
After  last  week's  26-20  loss  at  the 
hands  of  the  Baltimore,  Johnson 
openly  made  note  of  his  lack  of  in- 
volvement in  the  offence  (only  four 
catches  in  the  loss),  comparing  him- 
self to  a  Christmas  decoration.  You 
see,  NFL  players  don't  just  catch  pass- 
es, they  make  great  analogies  too. 
Cincinnati  will  host  the  Chargers  this 
week  hoping  to  get  their  .500  season 
moving  in  the  right  direction,  aiming 
to  catch  up  with  those  division-lead- 
ing Ravens.  The  Chargers  are  only  2- 
2  on  the  road  (while  a  perfect  4-0  at 
home)  and  are  coming  off  a  close  win 
over  the  Browns.  LaDainian  Tomlin- 
son  is  embarrassing  foes  once  again 
(seven  TDs  in  the  last  three  games) 
and  getting  his  name  mentioned  in 
MVP  chatter.  I  like  the  Bengals  in  an 
upset  here.  There's  a  lot  of  pent-up 
emotion  brewing  in  this  locker-room 
and  I'm  confident  Marvin  Lewis  can 
use  it  as  fuel  for  this  game. 


Chicago  at  NY  Giants 

The  Bears  bubble  has  officially  burst 
after  a  31-13  loss  to  the  Dolphins  this 
past  Sunday.  Rex  Grossman  is  falling 
apart  (seven  picks  in  the  past  three) 
and  all  that  Super  Bowl  talk  has  sud- 
denly gone.  The  defence  wasn't  its 
trademark  self  as  Ricky  Williams' 


replacement  at  running  back,  Ronnie 
Brown,  went  nuts  for  157  yards  on 
the  ground  and  Joey  Harrington,  of 
all  people,  threw  three  touchdowns. 
The  woeful  Detroit  Lions  let  this  guy 
go  for  God's  sake!  Meanwhile,  the  Gi- 
ants have  won  five  in  a  row  and  are 
quietly  adding  their  name  to  the  list 
of  NFC  title  contenders.  Tiki  Barber 
has  quieted  the  critics  (who  were 
angered  by  his  retirement  announce- 
ment earlier  this  year)  by  averaging 
121  yards  on  the  ground  during  the 
winning  streak.  Don't  buy  the  notion 
that  the  Bears'  first  loss  was  a  good 
one  because  it  took  away  the  pres- 
sures of  an  undefeated  season.  Every 
loss  hurts,  and  especially  a  romping 
at  the  hands  of  such  an  awful  team. 
The  Giants  win  a  close  one. 


New  Orleans  at  Pittsburgh 

The  Super  Bowl  honeymoon  ended  a 
few  weeks  ago  in  Pittsburgh  and  the 
misery  just  keeps  coming  in  large 
doses.  The  Steelers  have  lost  three 
in  a  row,  including  a  disappointing 
31-20  loss  to  the  Broncos,  in  which 
Denver  WR  Javon  Walker  burned 
them  for  three  scores.  Big  Ben  had  a 
bizzare  game  where  he  threw  three 
picks,  but  also  piled  up  an  astonish- 
ing 435  yards  in  the  air.  A  positive 
note  for  the  Steelers,  Hines  Ward  is 
finally  rounding  into  form  and  had 
another  strong  performance  Sunday 
with  seven  grabs  for  127  yards. 

In  New  Orleans,  Drew  Brees  is  in 
the  headlines  with  his  Peyton  Man- 
ning-like play.  Brees  has  been  stellar 
all  season,  completing  66  per  cent 
of  his  passes  while  throwing  nine 
TDs  over  the  Saint's  last  three.  The 
Steeler's  season  is  effectively  in  the 
gutter,  but  I  like  them  to  win  at  home 
in  a  big  upset.  The  offense  is  starting 
to  click  a  bit,  and  the  pressure  of  a 
Super  Bowl  repeat  is  gone. 
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The  Varsity 


Hart  House  Theatre  presents 

HAMLET 

by  William  Shakespeare 
Directed  by  Andrea  Wasserman 
Starring  Jeremy  Hutton 


November  15  -25,  2006 

students  only  $12 


HARTHOUSETHEATRE.CA  I 


BOX  OFFICE 


uofttix.ca 

..,978-8849 


Meloche  Monnex  ^y^gVARSITY 


Screen  Printing  &  Embroidery 


**your  logo  or  design  on  any  of  these  items*** 

American  Apparel '  EE) 

FRUIT«LOOM. 

•  All  work  Done  In  House 

•  Quick  Turn  Around 

•  Special  prices  for  campus  clubs,  faculty,  and  residences 


Tel)  905.844.1 291 

Email)  campus@entnpy.eom 


Entripy  Custom  Clothing 

Canada's  Leader  for  Custom  Printed  T-Shirts 


entripy.com 

■  Proudly  Canadian.  Est  1999 


CLASSIFIEDS 


SELF  MOTIVATED  STUDENT 

To  place  posters  up  on  campus,  good  pay  with 
bonuses.  Details:  416-280-6113.  International  students 
welcome! 

CHRISTMAS  GIFT  WRAPPERS 

Creative  individuals,  locations — Downtown  Toronto, 
North  York,  Richmond  Hill,  Thornhill.  Managers 
to  $10.50/hour  -i-  bonuses.  Wrappers  to  $8.85/hour. 
Full/Part  time,  December  1-24.  416-533-9727  or  www. 
torontowraps.com 

EITELBACH  CHOCOLATES 

Retail  sales  help  wanted  for  Saturdays  and  Sundays. 
Also  seasonal  Christmas  sales  help  wanted  during 
week  and  evenings.  Bloor/Bay  and  King/Bay  loca- 
tions. Please  indicate  availability  on  application. 
Fax:  (416)  256-0925  e-mail:  sales@eitelbach.com 

WRITER  WANTED 

For  DaVinci  Code/meaning  of  life  style  novel.  Must  be 
able  to  write  a  world  class  best  seller  from  an  existing 
outline  and  have  the  presentation  skills  to  promote 
it.  Will  pay  5k  plus  percentage  of  profits,  email  rd@ 
dnalimited.com 


THE  TORONTO  ART  THERAPY  INSTITUTE 

Announces  new  options  for  streamlined  training  in  art 
therapy  Visit  wv^w.lati.on.ca  or  call  416-924-6221. 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College  &  St.  George, 
18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822.  Around  Again  Records. 


OILSKIN  COATS-T's  the  Season. 

Quality  waterproof  coats  made  from  1 00%  cotton.  Long 
lasting  and  outstandingstyle.  Full  length  from  $  1.59.  and 
mid-length  $  145.  Hats  are  $25.  www.australian-shop.ca 
Tel.  416-322-5826. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark  guaranteed. 
Also  resumes  and  grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league 
admittance  applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  or  signup.  Just  dial  10-10-940  before 
your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on  your  local  Bell  bill. 
www.1010940.com 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with  all  subjects. 
Specializing  also  in  resumes,  applications,  and 
appeals.  Call  416-960-9042.  Email:  customessay@ 
bellnet.ca.  Online:  customessay.com 


TUTORING 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN  One  on  one 
TUTORING  and  ESSAY  EDITING.  FREE  textbook 
and  rental  listing  services.  416-855-9651,  416-990- 
7506;  tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing  in  MATH 
135, 136, 235,  CHM  138, 139, 247,  ECO  220,  PHYS  110. 
PAST  TESTS  AND  EXAMS  WITH  SOLUTIONS  AVAIL- 
ABLE FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)-785-8898. 


EDITING 


EXPERT  EDITOR 

Thorough  editing  of  theses,  term  papers,  and  appli- 
cations on  hard  copy  or  computer  file.  Expertise  in 
human  rights,  world  business,  bestediting.ca  Call 
V.  Smith,  416-690-2576. 


Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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//SCIENCE  IN  BRIEF 


Chill,  inside  and  out 

A  research  group  in  California  has 
recently  shown  that  decreasing 
the  core  body  temperature  in  mice 
can  increase  the  animal's  lifespan. 
Until  now,  the  only  proven  way  of 
extending  an  animal's  life  is  to  re- 
strict the  number  of  calories  it  eats. 
In  this  study,  mice  were  genetically 
altered  to  over-produce  a  molecule 
in  the  brain  that  controls  body  tem- 
perature. As  a  result,  the  neurons 
themselves  became  0.3  to  0.5  de- 
grees warmer  than  normal  despite 
no  change  in  the  temperature  in 
the  body  or  the  environment.  Like 
a  thermostat,  the  neurons  assumed 
that  the  body  was  too  hot,  and  so 
caused  a  decrease  in  the  core  body 
temperature  by  around  0.5  degrees. 
This  modest  decrease  in  body  tem- 
perature caused  an  increase  in  the 
mice's  lifespan  by  up  to  20  per  cent. 
The  reason  may  be  that  the  body 
burns  less  fuel  when  at  a  slightly 
lower  temperature,  producing  few- 
er free  radicals.  Free  radicals  cause 
cell  damage  and  have  been  impli- 
cated in  the  aging  process.  This 
discovery  may  lead  to  the  develop- 
ment of  a  drug  to  reduce  a  person's 
core  body  temperature,  allowing 
them  to  live  longer  without  cutting 
back  on  calories. 
Source:  Science 
—ABIGALE  MILLER 

Moves  that  soothe 

Got  a  baby  that  won't  stop  crying? 
Try  a  massage!  A  recent  review 
looked  at  nine  studies  of  the  ef- 
fects of  massage  on  infants  under 
six  months.  The  studies  showed  a 
range  of  results,  including  better 
sleep,  less  crying,  and  lower  levels 
of  stress  hormones.  One  of  the  stud- 
ies also  suggested  that  massage 
builds  better  relationships  between 
babies  and  mothers  with  postpar- 
tum depression,  though  more  re- 
search is  needed  to  confirm  this. 
Although  the  parents  in  the  studies 
received  special  training  by  health 
professionals  as  to  how  to  massage 
their  babies,  any  parent  wishing  to 
apply  this  technique  should  be  able 
to  learn  to  do  so  at  local  postnatal 
care  classes. 

Source:  The  University  of  Warwick 
— Mayce  Al-Sukhni 

Smile  sickness  away 

Being  happy  does  translate  into  bet- 
ter health!  A  new  study  supports 
the  results  of  a  landmark  2004  pa- 
per that  found  that  people  who  are 
happy,  lively,  calm  or  exhibit  other 
positive  emotions  are  less  likely  to 
become  ill  when  exposed  to  the  vi- 
rus for  the  common  cold,  or  rhino- 
virus,  than  people  who  do  not  show 
these  emotions.  Further,  when  the 
happier  people  did  develop  a  cold, 
they  reported  fewer  symptoms 
than  expected.  This  greater  resis- 
tance to  infectious  illness  in  people 
who  report  to  be  happier  was  found 
to  be  true  regardless  of  the  person's 
levels  of  optimism,  self-esteem,  age, 
race,  gender,  education,  body  mass, 
or  pre-study  immunity  to  the  virus. 
Source:  Psychosomatic  Medicine 
— M.A. 


Can  my  ^qi'  fix  me? 

With  the  large  number  of  dubiously  scientific  medical  practices  in  our  city,  The  Varsity  Ms  the 
pavement  to  get  the  science  behind  the  pseudo-sciences.  In  our  first  installment,  ABIGALE  MILLER 
investigates  the  practice  of  acupuncture 


Sticking  pins  into  a  person  to 
cure  diseases  may  sound  fishy 
to  some,  but  a  growing  number 
of  Torontonians  swear  by  acupunc- 
ture. The  technique  is  central  to 
many  types  of  Asian  medicine,  but  is 
largely  rejected  by  modern  science. 
Does  this  practice  actually  work,  and 
if  so,  how? 

Carrie  Anderson,  a  Toronto  acu- 
puncturist, offered  her  professional 
insight  on  acupuncture.  The  funda- 
mental theory  behind  it  involves  a 
bodily  energy  called  qi  (pronounced 
"chi")  that  circulates  along  certain 
"meridians"  inside  us.  IVlany  illness- 
es, say  acupuncturists,  are  caused  by 
a  disruption  in  our  qi's  flow  or  distri- 
bution. An  acupuncturist  stimulates 
the  body  at  specific  points  where  qi 
is  supposed  to  flow  close  to  the  skin, 
trying  to  release  or  redirect  qi  and  re- 
establish the  body's  natural  balance. 

The  scientific  literature  on  acu- 
puncture alternately  supports  and 
refutes  it.  Unfortunately,  many  of  the 
studies  are  incompatible,  making  the 
findings  incomparable  and  not  en- 
tirely conclusive.  No  standard  set  of 
acupuncture  points,  for  example,  is 
used  in  all  studies.  However,  many 
acupuncture  practitioners  argue  that 
since  acupuncture  is  tailored  to  the 
patient  and  their  illness,  the  points 
can't  be  standardized. 

Another  major  challenge  in  study- 
ing acupuncture  is  designing  appro- 
priate controls  for  the  complicated 
experiments.  Misdirected  "placebo" 
acupuncture  has  been  shown  to  be 


The  uncertain  'how'  of  acupuncture  has  long  plagued  the  scientific  community,  but  are  some  questions  better  left  unanswered? 


as  effective  as  the  real  thing,  so  re- 
searchers are  trying  to  design  a  phys- 
iologically inert  needle  to  use  in  place 
of  acupuncture  needles.  Some  studies 
now  use  blunted  needles  that  don't 
pierce  the  skin,  so  patients  can't  tell 
whether  they're  getting  the  real  thing 
or  not. 

Some  studies  have  reported  that 
acupuncture  increases  blood  flow, 
reduces  inflammation,  and  releases 
endorphins.  Endorphins  are  hor- 
mones produced  in  the  brain  that 
have  pain-killing  properties  similar  to 
opioids  like  morphine.  These  effects 
may  explain  some  biochemical  and 
physiological  results  of  acupuncture. 


but  there  are  no  clues  about  how  acu- 
puncture may  actually  stimulate  the 
body  itself. 

Despite  the  lack  of  scientific  proof, 
many  medical  professionals  in  Cana- 
da have  begun  using  acupuncture  to 
complement  their  usual  treatments. 
Dr.  Judi  Laprade,  a  professor  of  physi- 
cal therapy  at  U  of  T,  has  found  that 
acupuncture  relieves  chronic  pain 
in  70  to  80  per  cent  of  the  patients 
she  treats.  She  believes  that  many 
benefits  can  emerge  from  combining 
Eastern  and  Western  medicines  and 
philosophies. 

As  Anderson  pointed  out,  some 
people  find  that  acupuncture  works 


for  them,  and  some  people  don't. 

"If  people  feel  better  afterwards, 
why  worry  about  the  cause?"  she 
said. 

This  attitude  isn't  without  prec- 
edent. Willow  bark  was  used  for 
centuries  as  a  painkiller  before  the 
chemical  responsible  was  identified 
and  mass-produced  as  Aspirin,  and 
even  then  the  biochemical  reason 
for  its  effectiveness  wasn't  clear  un- 
til the  1970s.  While  aspirin  has  been 
scientifically  shown  to  be  effective, 
acupuncture  so  far  has  not.  But  with 
time,  science  may  help  refine  the 
practice  of  acupuncture  and  render  it 
universally  effective. 


The  filthy  city 


Sandy  Huen 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 


"I  feel  like  I've  been  infected  by  chol- 
era," said  geographer  and  doctoral 
candidate  Paul  Jackson.  "Someone 
once  teased  me  that  cholera  was  a 
sexy  research  topic,  and  I  didn't  un- 
derstand how  that  could  be." 

The  encroachment  of  diseases 
like  SARS  and  bird  flu  into  the  pop- 
ular mind  fascinates  Jackson,  who 
studies  infectious  diseases,  their 
causes  and  social  consequences. 
He  spoke  Wednesday  morning  at  a 
seminar  hosted  by  the  Comparative 
Program  on  Health  and  Society,  on 
similarities  between  today's  bird 
flu  fears  and  the  fears  of  cholera  in 
early  20th  century  society  and  the 
effect  these  fears  have  on  the  con- 
ception of  the  "filthy"  urban  city. 

"In  recent  disease  outbreaks, 
such  as  SARS,  animals  have  be- 
come the  key  protagonists  in  the 
story,"  said  Jackson.  "One  of  the 
things  driving  this  is  intensive  live- 
stock production.  It's  one  of  the  ma- 
jor breeding  grounds  for  zoonotic 
diseases.  Most  diseases  are  given  a 
geography,  almost  a  home." 

Zoonotic  diseases,  which  make 
up  75  per  cent  of  emerging  diseases 


Looking  north  on  Ashbridge's  Bay,  October  3, 1904.  By  the  1930s,  the  marshlands  were 
transformed  into  a  hub  of  industrial  and  commercial  activity. 


in  the  last  few  decades,  are  caused 
by  pathogens  that  cross  from  ani- 
mals to  humans.  SARS,  believed  to 
have  crossed  into  humans  from  rac- 
coon-like animals  called  civet  cats 
that  are  eaten  in  China's  Guang- 
dong province,  is  one  example. 

Jackson  contends  that  attributing 
a  disease  to  a  place  of  origin  has  al- 
ways caused  social  tension  in  times 


of  pandemics. 

"The  origin  of  cholera  in  India  is 
both  a  fact  of  fantasy  and  of  sci- 
ence," said  Jackson,  mentioning  an 
1893  account  of  the  mythical  birth- 
ing of  cholera  by  the  "Goddess  of 
Filth"  on  the  shores  of  Jessore,  Ban- 
gladesh. "It's  almost  so  offensive  [to 
the  people  there]  that  it  gets  close 
to  Borat-levels  of  ridiculous." 


"But  I  think  it's  very  evocative 
of  many  of  the  tensions  around 
cholera. ..India  and  globalization, 
God,  fate,  ecology,  environment, 
violence,  and  viscerality." 

In  Toronto,  the  escalating  fear 
of  a  cholera  pandemic  motivated 
the  transformation  of  the  marshy 
Ashbridge's  Bay  into  an  industrial 
and  commercial  area.  Cholera, 
transmitted  by  contaminated  wa- 
ter, was  thought  to  reside  in  the 
"filthy"  marshlands  rather  than 
the  local  water  supply. 

Like  the  rest  of  the  world,  Can- 
ada suffered  repeated  cholera 
outbreaks  from  1832  to  1871  caus- 
ing an  estimated  17,000  to  20,000 
deaths.  The  disease  was  also 
blamed  on  immigrants,  causing  a 
public  health  backlash,  particu- 
larly against  the  Irish,  a  situation 
familiar  to  that  in  Toronto's  2003 
"summer  of  SARS." 

"People  didn't  blame  the  crafty 
virus,  but  the  Chinese  consumer," 
said  Jackson.  "When  SARS  hap- 
pened, people  avoided  Spadina 
Avenue,  and  this  speaks  to  deep- 
seated  fears  and  the  scapegoating 
and  stereotypes  that  flare  up  when 
disease  outbreaks  occur  or  fear  of 
disease  takes  over.".  
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VARSITY  COMICS 


DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


THE  WORLD'S  GREATEST  COMIC  STRIP!  By  Daniel  Kaell 


Man'     1  need  to 
all  the  mistakes 
^40  MORE  MISTAKES 


Stop  making 
Today  is 
FOR  T-REX 


soon: 

Aw  diggity 
damn ■  somehow 
I  forgot  to 
rinse  ray  tooth- 
brush after  use 
t  oday I 


VELL.  It  seems  that  despite  my 
proclamation,  i  keep  on  making  mistakes' 

what  kind  of  mistakes, 
besides  the  toothbrush 
one'  1 


e€Fop£  vie  amoDE 
iNiTcwiew.  I'D  i\\:e  ro  if 

9mm  tOV)  THAT  THIS  ) 
THa<c  IS  ft  UiT  Cf 

caA?>eTmot4. 


If  you  come  to  a  fork 
in  the  road  take  it. 

UNLIMIT 


1  Tbuiv  15  (^iintries.  24  Cities. 


This  event  is  free  and  open  to  the  public. 


Sponsored  by 


nVIDIA. 


[BFGTech] 


Experience  PC  Graphics 
that  Redefine  Realityi 

Join  us  to  experience  first-hand  the  ultimate  in  PC  gaming. 

•  Compete  in  head-to-head  mini-tournaments  on  the  latest 
NVIDIA  nForce'^  motherboards  and  GeForce®  graphics  cards 

•  Win  NVIDIA®  prizes 

•  See  cutting-edge  live  demos 

Saturday,  November  1 1 , 2006 

Future  Shop  I  Heartland  Town  Center 

5900  Mavis  Road,  Misslssauga  (Dnors  open  at  1  Oam) 


RSVP  now  to  enter  into  an  exclusive  onsite  prize  giveaway  at 
www.nvidia.com/ReailtyTour 


theYARSlTY 


D 


m 


MONDAYS  &  THURSDAYS 
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We  must  meet 
Muslim  students' 
needs:  CFS 

Lack  of  adequate  food  outlets,  prayer  space 
highlighted  at  UTSC  taskforce  hearing 


Karen  Ho 


A  little  after  its  6  p.m.  start  time,  last 
Thursday's  hearing  on  the  needs 
of  Muslim  students  at  UTSC  was 
nearly  empty.  Organizer  Mustafa 
Jilani,  a  director  of  the  Scarborough 
Campus  Students'  Union,  patiently 
explained  that  most  of  the  Mus- 
lim students  attending  the  hearing 
were  late  because  afternoon  prayer 
had  just  ended. 

It  took  a  while  for  these  students 
to  arrive,  as  the  only  available 
prayer  rooms  are  in  the  campus's 
student  centre,  some  distance  away. 
They  showed  up  just  in  time  for  the 
vegetarian  food,  which  had  to  be 
specially  ordered  to  meet  Muslim 
dietary  requirements. 

These  kinds  of  everyday  incon- 
veniences, experienced  by  Muslim 
students  nationwide,  encouraged 
the  Canadian  Federation  of  Stu- 
dents— Canada's  largest  student 
lobby  group — to  create  a  taskforce 
on  the  needs  of  Muslim  students. 
The  project,  which  kicked  off  this 


Harper's 

misplaced  heroics 
//  page  5 
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BELTING  IT: 

The  science  of  song 
//  page  7 


September,  will  publish  its  report 
next  spring. 

Their  examination  includes  a  se- 
ries of  open  hearings  in  universities 
and  colleges  across  the  province, 
which  will  allow  Muslim  students 
to  voice  concerns,  suggestions,  and 
personal  experiences  about  the  ac- 
commodation of  religious  needs, 
and  the  overall  attitude  towards 
Muslim  students  at  their  schools. 
As  well  as  prejudice,  or  "Islamopho- 
bia,"  students  complained  about 
the  lack  of  vegetarian  or  halal  food 
options  on  campus,  and  religious 
conflicts  with  exam  times. 

Both  Jilani  and  Jeese  Greener, 
the  Ontario  chairperson  of  CFS, 
commented  on  one  case,  in  which  a 
student's  only  option  for  halal  food 
near  his  campus  was  a  Popeye's 
Chicken  a  kilometre  away. 

Other  issues  that  resonated  with 
students  at  the  hearing  included 
women's-only  workout  hours,  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  avail- 
able private  prayer  spaces  across 
campus  and  strategies  for  dealing 


Running  with  scissors 
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ROCK  ON:  Two  competitors  prime  up  in  the  World  Rock,  Paper,  Scissors  Championship  Saturday  at  the  Steam  Whistle  Brewery. 
Bob  Cooper  (not  pictured),  from  England,  prevailed  over  500  fist-shaking  competitors  and  made  off  with  the  $7,000  purse. 


with  temptation  for  students  liv- 
ing in  residence  to  drink  alcohol  or 
smoke. 

Zubeda  Vahed  of  the  CFS  task- 
force  pointed  out  that  many  of  the 
suggested  services  would  help  not 
only  the  Muslim  students,  but  the 
entire  student  community. 

"With  the  current  generation 
where  obesity  is  a  serious  issue,  the 
need  for  a  wide  selection  of  healthy 
vegetarian  food  is  an  option  all 


students  can  benefit  from,  not  just 
Muslims.  Women-only  hours  stand 
to  also  benefit  students  who  prefer 
working  out  only  with  other  females 
and  feel  uncomfortable  exercising 
in  front  of  males,  especially  in  a  pe- 
riod where  so  many  young  women 
have  issues  regarding  personal  im- 
age," Vahed  argued. 

The  main  goals  of  the  taskforce 
are  to  meet  the  immediate  daily 
needs  of  Islam  on-campus.  Ad- 


dressing the  Muslim  duty  to  pray 
five  times  daily  and  eat  only  meat 
prepared  to  halal  requirements, 
Greener  summed  up  the  situation. 

"People  shouldn't  have  to  be 
forced  to  settle  for  food  that  has 
been  prepared  not  to  their  religious 
requirement.  [...]  We  need  to  do 
better  than  that  on  every  campus 
in  Ontario,  we  need  to  identify  what 
those  needs  are  and  make  sure 
those  needs  are  met." 


CFS  back  fees  'a 
theoretical  ex- 
pense:'SAC  GM 

Last  Thursday,  we  erred — some- 
what. 

In  our  article  (SAC  to  pay  CFS 
$lm,  Nov.  9),  which  previewed 
Thursday's  annual  general  meet- 
ing (AGM)  of  the  Students'  Ad- 
ministrative Council  (SAC) — the 
student  union  representing  under- 
graduates on  U  of  T's  St.  George 
and  Mississauga  campuses — we 
reported  that  SAC  members  vote 
on  whether  to  pay  back  fees  owed 
to  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Stu- 
dents. 

In  fact,  on  Thursday  SAC  mem- 
bers will  be  voting  whether  to 
receive  audited  fiucmcial  state- 
ments for  the  past  year,  which 
contain  that  item  as  a  "theoretical 
expense"  on  SAC's  income  state- 
ment, according  to  SAC  general 
manager  Rick  Teller. 

"SAC  didn't  previously  have  the 

SEE  SAC  AGM'-PG3 


Loney's  lament 

'Peacemaker'  and  ex-Iraq  hostage,  speaks  out 
against  aggression 


Ben  Spurr 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Jim  Loney  never  wears  a  poppy  on 
Remembrance  Day.  Even  though  he 
owes  his  life  to  a  soldier's  gun,  he 
refuses  to  condone  violence  in  any 
form.  It's  a  contradiction  that's  not 
lost  on  him. 

Last  year,  Canadians  anxiously 
tuned  into  the  news  for  some  word 
on  Loney,  a  peace  activist  with  the 
Christian  Peacemaker  Teams.  While 
working  in  Iraq,  he  and  three  others 
were  kidnapped  on  Nov.  26,  2005 
and  disappeared  into  the  country's 
violent  underworld. 

Many  gave  him  up  for  dead,  but 
miraculously,  118  days  after  cap- 
ture, British  Special  Forces  fought 
their  way  into  his  cell  and  cut  off  his 
chains. 

"My  standing  here  tonight  is  a  par- 


adox," he  said  in  an  address  at  Hart 
House  Wednesday  night  billed  as  the 
centrepiece  to  U  of  T's  Peace  Week. 
"Here  I  am  talking  about  peace  and 
nonviolence,  but  I'm  here  because 
the  'good  guys'  [in  the  army]  busted 
me  out." 

To  Loney,  a  devout  pacifist,  both 
the  coalition  forces  who  rescued 
him  and  the  Iraqi  militants  who  took 
him  hostage  share  the  same  ag- 
gressive ideology  of  using  violence 
to  solve  problems.  Both  of  them 
are  living  "in  the  world  of  the  gun," 
Loney  said. 

Iraqi  fighters  "have  a  rationale  for 
what  they  are  doing,  just  as  the  co- 
alition soldiers  have  a  rationale  for 
what  they're  doing,"  he  said.  "Actual- 
ly, they're  very  similar.  They're  both 
working  from  the  same  narrative." 

SEE  PEACEMAKER'  -  PG  3 


Leaving  Lebanon 


Rehaana  Manek 


The  night  the  bombings  began  in  her 
area,  Cindy  Daoud  woke  up  to  the 
sounds  of  a  blast  next  to  her  home. 

"When  I  opened  the  window  I  saw 
one  of  the  buildings  next  to  mine 
shake  like  a  bowl  of  Jell-0,"  she  said. 
"Then  I  ran  to  my  mother's  room  and 
we  turned  the  news  on  to  find  out 
that  the  airport  had  been  bombed. 
My  father  was  supposed  to  come  in 
that  day." 

Daoud,  the  vice-president  of  the 
Near  Middle  Eastern  Civilizations 
Students  Union,  is  one  of  a  handful 
of  U  of  T  students  to  be  caught  in  the 
crossfire  and  evacuated,  in  this  sum- 
mer's war  in  Lebanon. 

"I  wanted  people  to  feel  what  it 
was  like  being  there.  I  wanted  then 
to  know  what  it  was  like  for  the  citi- 
zens there,"  Daoud  said,  speaking  at 
Sidney  Smith  on  Nov.  7,  at  a  panel  put 
on  by  the  Near  Middle  Eastern  Civi- 
lizations (NMC)  Students  Union.  The 


discussion  centred  around  the  effect 
this  crisis  has  had  on  the  Lebanese 
people,  and  its  political  implications 
within  and  beyond  Lebanon. 

The  panellists  consisted  of  aca- 
demics Dr  Jens  Hanssen,  a  Profes- 
sor in  the  NMC  department.  Dr.  Atif 
Kubursi,  a  Professor  at  McMaster 
University,  and  Abir  Chaaban,  a 
Graduate  Student  at  York  University. 
It  also  included  the  stories  of  two  U  of 
T  evacuees,  Cindy  Daoud  and  Nader 
Farhat,  an  NMC  student  and  British 
evacuee. 

The  Lebanon  war  started  on  July 
12  and  ended  in  a  UN-brokered  cease- 
fire on  Aug.  14.  According  to  Amnesty 
International,  more  than  1,100  Leba- 
nese were  killed,  970,000  in  a  popula- 
tion of  4  million  were  displaced,  39  Is- 
raeli civilians  and  117  Israeli  Defence 
Force  soldiers  were  killed. 

The  NMCSU  wanted  to  spread 
awareness  with  this  lecture,  and 

SEE  LEBANON' -PG  3 
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Your  student  centre! 


SPEAKER  SERIES 

Education  Disparities  and  the  Pursuit 
of  Social  justice 

Featuring  John  O'Leary,  President  of  Frontier  College, 
and  Gary  Pieters,  Elementary  School  Adnninistrator 
November  15th  at  6:30  PM 
In  the  Arbor  Room.  Free! 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  ~  1:30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  New  to  Canada?  Learn  how  to  find 
a  new  sense  of  community  on  campus  and  beyond. 
Drop  in  for  coffee  &  cookies,  meet  new  people  and 
find  out  how  you  con  get  involved  on  campus. 


ORCHESTRA 
FALL  CONCERT 

Bruckner  Fourth  Symphony 
November  16th  at  8:00PM 
In  the  Great  Hall  -  Free! 


JAZZ  ©  OSCARS 

10  O'clock  faculty  band 
A  Big  Band  that  will  take  you  back  in  time  with 
the  hits  and  sounds  of  classic  jazz  wttli  a 

youthful  flair  and  interpretation. 
Nov.  1 7th  at  9:00PM  in  the  Arbor  Room. 
Licensed  venue.  Free  concert! 


INTHEJUSTINAM. 
BARNICKE  GALLERY 

Pierre  Blanchette.Transcoding  Nature, 
Large  scale  abstract  paintings  explore  the  effects 
of  nature  on  its  surroundings,  using  vibrant  colours 
and  bold  shapes,  revealing  both  the  gigantic  and  the 
infinitesimai  Runs  until  Nov.  1 6th. 


SUNDAY  CONCERT 

Eckhardt  Gramatte  Winners  Tour 
featuring  David  Eggert 
November  19th  at  3:00PM 
In  the  Great  Hall  -  Free! 


the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


//CRIME  BRIEFS:  OCT.  7 TO  NOV.  9 


Sixty-five  incidents  were  formally  reported  to 
the  University  of  Toronto  Police  in  the  previous 
month,  a  notable  decline  in  numbers  compared 
to  the  previous  report  period.  The  majority  of 
the  responses  dealt  with  thefts  (24),  unwanted 
or  trespassing  people  (14),  or  medical  calls 
(13). 

Hart  House  and  the  Leslie  Dan  Pharmacy 
Building  were  popular  targets  for  theft,  with  six 
and  three  incidents,  respectively.  The  thefts 
from  Hart  House  included  several  wallets,  as 
well  as  a  large  metal  pole,  which  was  stolen 
from  the  patio  in  front  of  the  Arbor  Room. 

Medical  calls  this  month  ranged  from  the 
highly  serious  (a  pregnant  woman  called  with 
severe  abdominal  pains  at  89  Chestnut),  to  the 
self-inflicted  (a  male  injured  his  head  while 
play-fighting  with  a  roommate  in  the  Wood- 
sworth  residence). 

There  were  three  assaults  or  threats  of  as- 
sault this  month.  On  Oct.  11,  a  victim  was  ap- 
proached by  a  male  at  31  King's  College  Circle 
and  threatened  with  assault. 

On  the  same  day,  employees  of  the  Early 
Learning  Centre  at  7  Glenn  Morris  were  threat- 
ened and  verbally  abused  by  a  man  before  he 
was  escorted  off  the  premises  by  police.  On 


//CRIME  LEGEND 


computer  personal  property 

stolen  stolen 


unwanted  person 
trespassed 


only  specifics  of  which  are  that  a  male  contact- 
ed a  female  in  an  unwanted  manner. 

Unusual  incidents  of  note  this  month  include 
a  man  selling  term  papers  outside  Lash  Miller 
on  Nov.  9,  a  bomb  threat  at  the  Law  faculty's 
Falconer  Hall  on  Oct.  19,  and,  on  Oct.  11,  a  man 
sitting  in  on  a  class  at  Lash  Miller,  apparently  a 
friend  of  a  student,  was  placed  under  arrest  for 
a  bail  violation  and  removed  from  the  lecture. 

And  the  really  lame  "crime"  of  the  month: 
a  male  was  found  writing  on  Sidney  Smith  en- 
trance doors  with  chalk.  The  police  report  said 
that  "no  damage  was  done  to  the  doors." 


-AMYSMITHERS 


a  new  model  of  participaftive  learning  and  community  building 

OT  TALKS 


@  liART  HOUSE 


Hart  House  and  the  Anti-Racism  and  Cultural  Diversity  Office  present... 

An  open  conversation  about  the  roots,  character  and  impact  of  racial  profilir)g 
in  an  age  of  heightened  security  concerns. 
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A  PARTICIPATORY  DISCUSSION  WITH: 


Scott  Wortley,  Criminology  Professor,  u  of  T 
Nazim  Baksh,  CBC/Radlo-Canada  Massey  Fellow 
Sri-Guggan  Sri-Skanda-Rajah,  Chair  of  the  Urban  Alliance  on  l^ce  Relations 
Various  other  community  and  student  panelists 

IN  PARTNERSHIP  WrtH... 

African  Students'  Association 
Black  Students'  Assocation 


Muslim  Students'  Association 
Tamil  students'  Association 


WHEN:  November  14,  2006 
6-8pm  Dialogue,  8-9pm  Refreshments,  Networking,  &  Next  Steps 
WHERE:  East  Common  Room,  Hart  House 


ffi  gs;  HART  HOUSE  A 

Office  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

-rC>-'  416978,1255   lui^uniu  -w 

www.  antiractsmutorofiloca 


416.978,?45?  www.liartlioiise.uloronlo.r.a 
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Fair  trade  cafe  open  at  Vic 

Fair  trade  coffee  now  has  a  home  of  its 
own  on  campus.  A  group  of  ethically- 
minded  student  baristas  has  opened 
up  The  Human  Bean,  a  cafe  serving 
all  things  fair  trade:  coffee,  tea,  hot 
chocolate  and  chocolate  bars. 

In  a  room  that  was  formeriy  the  back 
of  the  Victoria  College  bookstore,  stu- 
dent customers  now  can  cure  drowsi- 
ness and  an  unfair  global  marketplace 
at  the  same  time. 

In  recent  years,  the  Victoria  Col- 
lege Administration  has  wanted  to 
add  more  student  space  to  their  cam- 
pus. The  current  leader  of  the  cafe, 
Anneleen  Naudts,  as  former  leader 
of  VUES  (Victoria  University  Envi- 
ronmental Society)  had  already  held 
many  successful  Fair  Trade  Aware- 
ness Days.  The  cafe  seemed  like  a 
perfect  fit. 

"It's  a  chance  that's  too  good  to  pass 
up,"  Naudts  remarked.  "To  be  given 
these  resources  to  do  something  that 
big." 

The  cafe  has  recruited  over  thirty 
volunteers  to  keep  it  running  9:30  a.m. 
to  3  p.m.  Monday  to  Friday  "We've 
tried  as  hard  as  possible  to  get  stu- 
dents involved  in  everything,"  Naudts 
said. 

-JOSEF  SZENDE 

U  of  T  Stands  for  Darfur 

As  well  as  Genocide  and  Holocaust 
Awareness  Week  and  Peace  Week, 

SEE  'BRIEFS' -ON  NEXT  PAGE 
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Universities  can  save 
the  planet:  prof 


Semhar  Waldeyesus  

What  if  the  TTC  announced  that 
students  attending  college  or  uni- 
versity, would  no  longer  have  to 
pay  to  ride  the  rocket? 

According  to  the  University 
of  Victoria's  Professor  Michael 
M'Gonigle,  that  idea  may  not  be 
as  farfetched  as  you  think.  In  fact, 
the  co-founder  of  Greenpeace  In- 
ternational envisions  this,  and 
many  other  benefits,  in  what  has 
been  dubbed  "the  campus  sus- 
tainability  movement." 

His  new  book,  Planet  U:  Sus- 
taining the  World,  Reinventing  the 
University  puts  the  task  of  saving 


our  planet  in  the  hands  of  North 
America's  post-secondary  institu- 
tions. Over  the  phone,  M'Gonigle 
spells  out  how  Planet  U  is  going  to 
do  more  than  just  use  up  paper. 

Why  should  universities  be  taking  a 
lead  in  the  environmental  movement 
as  opposed  to  any  other  institution? 

You  know  it's  funny,  universities 
are  kind  of  like  social  wallpaper. 
There  everywhere  but  people 
don't  pay  much  attention  to  them 
and  kind  of  take  them  for  granted. 
Universities  are  a  huge  industry, 
I  mean  look  at  Toronto:  200,000 
people  in  the  city  are  students. 
Just  recently,  U  of  T  announced 


that  it  would  be  sourcing  all  food 
for  its  cafeterias  from  local  sus- 
tainable producers.  That'll  have 
a  massive  impact  on  agriculture 
in  Southern  Ontario.  You  multiply 
that  across  the  6,500  higher  edu- 
cation institutions  in  the  United 
States  alone,  and  you  got  a  mas- 
sive economic,  political,  and  so- 
cial impact  on  the  planet. 

Is  it  difficult  to  cut  through  the 
university's  power  structure? 

Well  yeah.  In  fact,  that's  what  our 
book  is  all  about.  Universities 
have  huge  public  relations  arms, 
fundraising,  and  alumni  relations. 
The  offices  of  sustainability  coor- 


dinators are  usually  pretty  small, 
and  low-level  in  bureaucracy. 
They  should  be  much  higher  up. 

The  campus  sustainability 
movement  has  been  around  a  few 
years,  and  it's  focused  on  things 
like  getting  rid  of  cars,  water  use, 
food  sourcing,  and  planning. 

There  is  no  single  university 
which  has  really  done  what  we 
say  needs  to  be  done:  to  be  what 
we  call  a  "planetary  university" — 
that  is,  a  university  that  commits 
itself  to  being  a  model  at  the  lo- 
cal level  of  global  sustainability. 
For  that  to  happen  the  process 
of  decision  making,  the  govern- 
ing structure  has  to  open  up  and 
change  in  a  quite  innovative  di- 
rection. 

Some  critiques  perceive  the 
sustainability  movement  as  an 
expensive  solution.  What  do  you 
think? 

That  is  very  interesting.  There  are 
many  places  which  have  shown 
how  much  better  it  is. 

For  example,  at  the  University 
of  Colorado,  they  don't  build  new 
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parking  spaces  anymore  and  they 
save  some  several  million  dollars 
a  year.  They  can  take  that  money 
and  inject  it  into  the  bus  systems. 
Since  they  won't  need  to  buy  a  car, 
students  can  save  money  when 
they  come  to  school.  Here  in  Vic- 
toria, the  Galloping  Goose  Trail  is 
a  city-wide  bike  trail  that  now  has 
a  big  impact  on  real  estate  values. 
People  want  to  be  close  to  it  so 
they  can  bike.  So,  it's  not  a  matter 
of  being  expensive — it's  a  matter 
of  how  you  direct  the  money. 


'PEACEMAKER'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

Loney  believes  that,  like  American 
and  British  soldiers,  Iraqi  fighters 
see  themselves  as  reluctant  heroes 
who  have  been  forced  into  using  vi- 
olence because  of  the  injustice  done 
to  them.  Several  of  his  captors  told 
him  they  had  had  unarmed  relatives 
killed  by  coalition  soldiers. 

Loney  told  how  he  and  his  kid- 
nappers would  pass  the  tedious 
hours  by  watching  American  action 
movies.  He  was  stupefied  to  realize 
that  the  Iraqis  identified  more  with 
characters  played  by  Sylvester  Stal- 
lone than  with  the  bad  guys  in  the 
movies. 


'BRIEFS'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

last  Thursday  saw  the  Darfur  Day  of 
Action  at  U  of  T.  STAND  (Students  Tak- 
ing Action  Now:  Darfur)  launched  two 
events,  "Peace  by  Piece"  and  "Search 
for  Justice"  to  raise  funds  and  student 
awareness  about  Darfur's  humani- 
tarian crisis.  Since  2003,  the  crisis  in 
Western  Sudan  has  only  escalated, 
with  at  least  250,000  dead  and  ten 
times  as  many  displaced.  The  STAND 
chapter  at  U  of  T  is  one  of  nine  STAND 
groups  encouraging  students  to  help 
save  Darfur  from  becoming  the  next 
Rwanda. 

The  "Peace  by  Piece"  event  gave 
students  the  opportunity  to  add  their 
message  to  the  Peace  for  Darfur  Mu- 
rals at  Hart  House,  Robarts  or  the 
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•  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

•  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

•  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

•  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 
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•  Teacher  Placement  Service 

•  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 
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"It  was  pretty  clear  in  our  situa- 
tion who  was  the  victim,"  he  said. 
"But  they  were  watching  a  movie 
about  someone  kidnapping  an  in- 
nocent victim,  and  cheering  for  the 
good  guy  [trying  to  set  him  free]." 

Despite  his  ordeal,  Loney 's  be- 
lief in  nonviolence  is  as  strong  as 
ever,  and  he  came  to  Hart  House  to 
spread  a  message  of  pacifism.  "In 
many  ways  it  [the  kidnapping]  was 
a  great  teacher  for  me.  It's  helped 
me  to  understand  how  violence 
works  and  it  confirms  things  that  1 
believed." 

When  asked  if  nonviolent  meth- 
ods could  have  saved  his  life,  he 
was  unwavering. 


Wolfond  Centre.  Soon  enough  the 
Peace  Murals  became  a  collage  of  po- 
litical activism  with  statements  such 
as  "In  Afghanistan  -  Why  not  Darfur?" 
or  "In  New  Orleans  but  not  Darfur." 
After  their  literary  activism,  students 
took  a  symbolic  piece  of  cake  iced 
with  the  words  "From  Remembrance 
to  Action."  Although  the  majority  of 
students  do  not  know  the  extent  of  the 
Darfur  crisis,  they  wrote  compassion- 
ately on  the  walls  to  illustrate  their 
commitment  to  human  rights  and  hu- 
manitarian action. 

On  Nov  25  STAND  will  host  "Samba 
for  Sudan"  at  Fez  Batik  as  another 
fundraising  event  to  send  humanitar- 
ian aid  over  to  the  innocent  civilians 
targeted  in  Darfur 
-HAYLEY  MORRISON 


"Nonviolence  is  not  about  guaran- 
teeing a  happy  ending,"  he  said.  "For 
me  it's  more  like,  where  does  the 
violence  stop?  If  it's  going  to  stop,  it 
has  to  stop  somewhere.  My  prayer 
is  that  I  would  have  the  grace  to  al- 
low it  to  stop  with  me." 

And  until  everyone  else  makes 
that  same  prayer,  wars  will  contin- 
ue, said  Loney. 

"That's  why  1  can't  wear  the 
poppy,  because  the  poppy  and  the 
ritual  of  Remembrance  Day....  Yes, 
it's  to  honour  those  who  made  the 
ultimate  sacrifice,  but  it's  always  to 
gear  us  up  for  the  next  ultimate  sac- 
rifice, the  next  war,  to  glorify  what  is 
fundamentally  repugnant." 


'SAC  AGM'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

capacity  to  know  what  is  owed,"  he 
said.  Now  that  the  sums  have  been  tal- 
lied up,  that  amounts  to  $1,085,608. 

"Putting  it  on  the  books  is  to  prop- 
erly account  for  what  is  owed.  Not  a 
cent  has  been  actually  allocated  to 
the  Federation  for  those  back  dues, 
nor  is  there  any  proposal  on  the  table 
to  do  so,"  Teller  said. 

"Has  the  Federation  sent  us  an 
overdue  notice?  No.  But  does  the 
Federation  expect  the  money  at  some 
point  in  the  future?  Yes." 

SAC's  annual  general  meeting  is  taking 
place  on  Thursday,  Nov.  16,  at  6 p.m., 
in  the  Bahen  Centre  for  Information 
Technology  (40  St  George  St.) 


'LEBANON'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

most  students  seemed  to  appreciate 
the  outreach  it  provided  for  the  many 
students  who  don't  know  enough 
about  the  events  in  Lebanon  and 
much  of  the  Middle  East. 

"The  point  wasn't  to  finger  blame, 
and  I  hope  the  audience  didn't  feel 
that  was  the  point,"  said  Farhat,  who 
spoke  about  leaving  as  a  British  evac- 
uee. "It  was  just  to  get  the  message 
across,  and  to  say  this  is  our  narra- 
tive supported  by  fact  and  actual 
first-hand  experience.  And  now  it's 


time  for  you  to  decide,  it  is  not  my 
place  or  the  panellists'  place  to  make 
decisions  for  people." 

As  for  Daoud,  despite  an  incred- 
ibly tedious  evacuation  that  included 
sleeping  on  garbage  bags,  tables  and 
chairs  on  the  ship  from  Beirut  to  Cy- 
prus before  flying  to  Montreal  and 
the  final  train  ride  home,  she  still  has 
enough  humour  to  muster  a  joke. 

"These  are  jellyfish,"  she  says, 
showing  a  photograph  she  took  from 
the  ship  out  of  Beirut,  "We  figured 
they  were  leaving  because  of  the 
bombings  too." 
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Auditors'  Report 

To  th«  Members  of 
Graduate  Students'  Union. 
Univenlty  of  Toronto 


We  have  audiled  Itie  b«uance  sheet  of  Graduate  Students'  Union.  University  of  Tf>ronto  (ihe  Union'}  as  at 
August  31  2006  and  the  statements  of  operaaon&  and  cftangea  m  net  asMts  and  Gash  floMrs  iw  the  year  then 
ended  These  finarKsal  stMements  are  the  reefKmaitMy  of  the  Union's  management  Out  responsibility  ts  to 
express  an  opinion  on  these  financM  statements  based  on  our  audit 

Wo  conducted  our  audit  in  accordance  with  Canadian  generoity  accepted  auditing  siarKtards  Thoae  standanjs 
requto  that  we  plan  and  perform  an  audit  to  cbiam  reasonatile  assurance  A-t^«ther  trie  financiat  statements  are 
Dree  of  material  misstalement  An  aodit  irKKides  axamtning.  on  a  lest  ba»s.  evidence  supporting  the  amounts 
and  disclosures  in  the  finarKlat  statements  An  audit  abo  irtcfudes  assessirig  the  accounting  principles  used 
and  signtficant  estimates  made  by  mar^agemeni,  as  well  as  evaluating  the  overall  ftnancial  slatemer^t 
preaontation- 

tn  our  opinion,  these  financial  staionfenis  present  fai/iy.  in  all  material  respects,  the  firtanoal  position  of  the 
Unkm  as  at  August  31.  2006  and  the  results  of  its  operations  and  its  cash  flows  tor  the  year  then  er>ded  in 
accordance  Mih  Canadian  generaNy  accepted  accounting  pnnctples. 


OdOtKK  1 1.2006 

The  Pubtlc  Accountants  Council  for  tl« 
Province  of  Ontario  Licence  Numt>er  18393 

GRADUATE  STUDENTS'  UNION. 
UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

Balance  Sheet  as  al  Augii^it  31 


ASSETS 

2006 

2005 

CvfmnlA&sam 

CMh  and  sfxyt-term  inv«5tmants  (note  4) 

Accounts  i«cojvabte 
,  _Pr«g»disj5eiss«  

$ 

305.343 
39.145 
35.509 

% 

228.695 
15.615 
37.201 

379.997 

2*1,411 

Eqiiipfnefit  (note  5) 

47j394 

35,574 

JJ1JMS5_ 

UABIUTIES  AND  NET  ASSETS 

Current  li3t>rlrii(}S 

Accounts  payable  antl  Kenned  listxiilies 

„-^9^?fl?!l!n55?5®j!l?*?J?)_-^  

$ 

33.044 
89,86?  _ 

$ 

62,797 

,  _3,ri9_ 

Net  assets 

invosttrd  >n  e^utprrrent 

intemady  restricted  tor  specific  purposes  (nnte  3) 
llmesuicl«d 

172,911 

47.394 
101,216 
105.870 

S6.516 

35,674 
101.716 
113.179 

2§148? 

250j4g_ 



 ^__s^ 

318.SSS 

See  accompanying  notes 

On  tsehall  ot  ihe  Board: 


Director  '^^^^^^^^^i 

Director  ^/^^^..^.^.jX-Vshx).??^ 


GRADUATE  STUDENTS'  UNION. 
UXRVERSITY  CHF  TOfiONTO 


3.  Net  Assets  Internally  Restricted  for  SpecHlc  Purposes 

The  Union  has  set  up  inlemally  restricted  funds  to  support  the  folltiwing  aclivrties- 
Buildinq  Fund 

The  Building  Fund  was  established  to  finance  capital  improvements  to  the  facilities  of  the  Union 
Thesis  Cabinet  Fund 

The  Thesis  Cabinet  Fund  was  established  to  finance  the  costs  associated  with  the  Union's  Thesis  Cabinet, 
including  thesis  reproduction  expenditures. 

Emeroencv  Fund 

The  Emergency  Fund  was  established  to  finance  unforeseen  expenditures  not  included  in  the  budget  and 
which  are  necessary  between  May  1  and  September  15  of  each  year. 

Directors'  Liability  Fund 

The  Directors  Liability  Fund  was  established  to  protect  the  Directors  of  the  Union  in  the  event  that  the  Union 
ceases  operations 

Accessibility  Fund 

The  Accessibility  Fund  was  established  to  finance  accessibility-related  improvements  to  the  facilities, 
communications  and  services  of  Ihe  Union. 

4.  Credit  Facility 

The  Union  has  available  an  operating  line  of  aedit  in  the  amount  of  S25.000  (2005  -  S25,000)  This  facility 
was  not  drawn  upon  during  the  year. 

5.  Equipment 

Equipment  consists  of  the  following: 


Furniture  and  equipment 
Secuhty  system 
Cornjputer  equipment  


Cost 

S  111,058 
25.842 
33.640 


 2006  

Accumulated 
Amortization 

86,717 
8.165 
28,264 


Net 

S  24,341 
17.677 
5,376 


_?9PJL- 

Net 

7,062 
20,262 
8.250 


S  170,540 


123,146       S    47,394       S  35.574 


6.     Deferred  Income 

Deferred  income  received  from  University  of  Toronto  and  graduate  students  consists  of; 

_2g05 

Fund  Fees 

S  2.486 


Total 


Balance,  beginning  of  year 
Amounts  received 
Amounts  disbursed  and  recognized 
_as_reyenue_ 

Balance,  end  of  year 


1.233  $  3.719 
86,961  86  961 


1.673 


 8J3_ 

6,194    $  89.867 


2005 
Total 

16,279 

12^560^ 
3.719 


&iniVv  <f!l!tr& 


^  


^  ^mi.- 


iiue»«         t  wo  OS 

3*1,066  Ml  safe 


4  fell                3?  9« 

«!!«s»^a«ss*^.j5ia  azit    jjm!  ,_>as!»_  «a«  _»Jss — 

3»,-Mt  

GRADUATE  STUDENTS'  UNION, 
UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

Slaiement  oT  Cash  Pioivis 
Yew  Ended  Augusi  31 

Operating  ac&nties 

&u»ss  ot  revenue  over  expenses 

Item  not  rrrvclwrig  isffih 
 Arnw^Eiton  ^  

2006 

S  4.011 
___J_0.0O7__ 

2005 

S  37.972 
 9.1M_ 

14,018 

47^075 

Cttanges  in  rion-cast;  tmrlring  caoKat  items 
Accd««^  ret»*vab)e 
Prepaid  expanses 

Aonuius  payable  and  accrued  lial>!lilie5 
DeSetred  weenie 

(23.630) 
1.692 
20.247 
86.14$ 

(6.151) 
(13.105! 
(114.927) 
3,719 

34.467 

j1 30.464) 

Caati  (tows  fnjm  operating  at:t>vi1ies 

98,475 

(83,389) 

Caati  Itowt  Inan  investir^  actnrities  -jgundraee  ofequijimont 

g1,827; 

Not  tncr«»e  (rlecrease)  in  cash  and  slwr.ierm  investments  during  the  year 

76  84S 

(83.389) 

Ca^  and  st^ie^m  mvestmrtnts.  tK^nrtmQ  nt^eer 

228.695 

312,084 

Cash  and  shorl-tsnn  im«ctniants,  end  of  year 

^^_^S_2ffl^^_ 

Cash  and  short-lenn  invealrfwnts  consist  of 

Cash 

Stwrvierm  tnvestmenis 

S  9S.6«« 
209.957 

S  6,7n 
221 ,918 

S  .105.343 

S  Z28,eS5 

GRADUATE  STUDE^fTS'  UNION, 
UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

Notes  to  F^iparv:i.it  Statements 
Year  Ended  Auaust  31  2006 


Mature  of  Organization 

The  Oaduate  Students'  l^nron,  unlvarsity  of  Toronto  (the 'Umon'tisinoorporalad  under  the  CtKporaliorH  Act 
(Ontario)  as  a  noMor-profil  organizslioo  The  Umen  was  established  to  meet  Ihe  ncvdt.  of  and  provide 
sarviees  to  ftie  yraijtjala  students  of  the  University  of  Toronto 

A&  a  no*-for,firofit  Ofoaruabon,  the  Union  ts  exempt  from  Income  taxes  under  Part  1  or  ihe  Income  Tax  Act 
Staranaiy  o<  SIgalfloam  AccounUng  PoHela* 

The  atalementa  tiave  Iwen  prapared  Ivy  manaoetnefK  in  accordaiwe  wdh  Canadian  oeneially  accepted 
accounting  principiaa,  the  mora  aigniAcant  of  viMch  are  outfmed  lielow 

111*  praparainn  of  OnarKial  siacantenis  in  conforriiity  with  (Canadian  gertatalty  aocapled  accotrnfing  prti^ 
raqtitM  manageriiant  to  malta  atllmalea  and  aaaurnptkiris  that  affect  die  nsponed  arnoum  of  assets,  liabl^^ 
laii^fMjaandaapanaaa  Actual  raatita  cotjid  difler  Irom  Htaa*  eslanalaB. 

^fWTWWBBgttfW 

The  Union  Mowrs  the  defetiaf  method  of  accounting  rrfiereby  extemafly  reatrkMd  centrttMtlons  are  dafttrrod 
and  racognrxad  as  rwanu*  m  lha  padod  m  which  the  related  experises  are  aicurrad. 

Fees  are  recogrwed  aa  ravanua  in  the  fiscal  year  to  which  they  raw*. 

Fees  racarvedttttm  the  tJ«n»*rally  of  Torotdo  far  inaufanoeiaefniuniaargshtiwit  gross  of  the  laialadlitaurance 
pranaum  axpenaes  The  faea  from  exSended  or  lani«yinautanc»pTeihl>»i»a  are  laManlad  rial  ef»i*r«lauil 


marttat  vafu*  A  prowfsioA  la  mad*  wti*n  m*  dadna  it 


tnvaatmema  aia  recorded  at  the  loMior  of  coal  and 
oons«darad  oetar  lhan  temporary 


Eqiapmeni  tt  rvcorded  at  cost  and  «  amortaed  on  a 

Futniaa*  and  eqtxpment  lOyeara 
Seorty^ialam  10  years 

Compuier  equipmeni  5  year* 


Biraigntme  tnsa  over  n*  aaiamted  uaeful  III*  as  follows 


7.  Fees 

Fees  received  from  University  of  Toronto  during  the  year  are  as  follows: 

September  2005 
January  2006 
li/larch  2006 
lulay  2006 
June  2006 

JuljfJOpe  

yni?.tE?ffi!?nL9-4i!i?!nspJ  


Deferred  fees  (note  6) 


S  1409.196 
765.534 
198,025 
2  109 
46.053 
 23.145 

2,444,062 

31,202 

2.475.264 

(86.522) 


$  2,388,742 


Financial  Instruments 

It  is  management's  opinion  that  the  Union  is  not  exposed  to  significant  interest,  currency  or  credit  risks  ansing 
from  its  financial  instruments.  In  addition,  due  to  the  short-term  maturities  of  the  financial  instruments,  book 
values  approximate  fair  values 


GRADUATE  STUDENTS'  UNION, 
UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

operating  Expenses 
Year  Ended  August  31 

Grams  and  fees 
Health  insurance 

Univensity  of  Toronio  Course  Union  Head  Granis 
Canadian  Federation  of  Students  -  National 
Canadian  f  ederation  of  Students  -  Ontario 
Peer  Review 

Ontario  Public  Intero.'it  Research  Group 
Downtown  Legal  Services 
Women  s  Centre 

Special  grants  


2006 

1.469.155 
181.173 
76.8S9 
6J.074 
58  064 
52520 
31.512 
10.504 
2,7?5 


Schedule  1 


2005 

1,216,758 
181,330 
75,244 
62.703 
57,350 
52,253 
31,352 
10.451 
2.995 


Salaries  and  benefits 
Staff 
Benefits 

Executive  officere 


S  1,946.666 


S  229.522 
62  463 
49,074 

T  "34T,b5¥' 


229,840 
64,347 
47j399 
"341,586" 


House  expenses 


Health  insurance  administration 

S 

25,630 

S 

24.857 

Handbooit 

14,200 

9,201 

Travel  and  conferences 

9,167 

7,469 

Student  conferences 

7,425 

4.700 

General  council  meetings 

6,005 

4,770 

Insurance 

5863 

6.287 

Professional  fees 

5,636 

6.003 

Photocopy  expenses 

5.414 

5,371 

Office  and  general 

5.056 

5.379 

Campaigns 

4.870 

3.287 

Elections 

3,309 

3,756 

Ortenlaiion 

3,297 

3,112 

Duplicating  and  pnniing 

3,095 

2.717 

Social  events 

2,793 

2,012 

Telephone 

2.620 

2,600 

Communications 

2,511 

3.118 

Security  monitoring 

2,136 

2.062 

Melropass  sales  contribution 

1,500 

Rispairs  and  maintenance 

1,450 

2,971 

Small  equipment 

1,117 

4.290 

Sundry  projects 

957 

1,094 

Women's  caucus 

794 

619 

Sports  committee 

502 

587 

Subscriptions 

435 

80 

8ant(  ctiarges  and  interest 

353 

548 

Accessibility 

1,100 

RMiauranI  and  bar 
Insurance 

Repairs  and  maintenance 
Sundry 

Contract  rebate 

$ 

8.388 
1  510 
771 
(4.S60J 

^„ 

s 

T 

7,828 
688 
1.043 

4,997 

$ 

6.109 
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Harper  exploits  the  hero's  hell 


Josef  Szende 


As  he  quotes  "In  Flanders  Fields" 
during  Remembrance  Week,  Ste- 
phen Harper  is  telling  us  that  today's 
Canadian  forces  are  paying  hom- 
age to  heroes  of  the  past.  It  seems 
he  wants  to  be  like  Robert  Borden, 
the  famous  prime  minister  who  led 
Canada  during  the  First  World  War 
as  our  homegrown  heroes  fighting 
in  Europe  earned  our  country  world- 
wide respect. 

But  who,  in  the  end,  pays  the  price 
for  a  place  in  history? 

It  is  high  time  for  Canadians  to 
question  what  "hero"  means.  Heroes 
are  handed  difficult  circumstances 
to  deal  with,  and  do  not  always  come 
out  of  the  experience  the  better  for  it. 
Herakles,  the  namesake  of  Canada's 
helicopters  and  the  supreme  hero  of 


the  ages,  is  a  perfect  example  of  the 
ugly  side  of  heroes. 

Herakles  was,  among  other  things, 
a  compliant  servant,  a  bad  father,  a 
frequent  killer,  and  finally  the  dis- 
turbed murderer  of  own  his  wife  and 
kids.  As  Robert  Meagher  argues  in 
herakles  gone  mad,  his  recent  trans- 
lation of  Euripedes'  Herakles,  the 
hero  is  an  abhorrent  character  any 
sane  society  would  gladly  do  with- 
out. 

No  matter  which  telling  of  Herak- 
les we  read,  the  hero  is  never  the  au- 
thor of  his  own  labours.  Though  we 
might  not  think  of  him  as  a  soldier, 
that  is  essentially  what  he  is,  fighting 
to  carry  out  someone  else's  vendet- 
tas. 

Are  our  ultimate  role  models  those 
who  fight  at  the  bidding  of  others? 
Though  we  also  give  our  soldiers 


horrible  tasks  to  complete  on  our  be- 
half, we  would  do  better  to  valorize 
the  peacemakers,  those  who  can 
steer  us  clear  of  the  hellish,  heroic 
situation. 

Many  other  aspects  of  Herakles' 
story  show  us  that  a  nation  full  of  he- 
roes like  him  would  be  terrible. 

He  fails  abysmally  as  a  father,  leav- 
ing his  wife  and  children  to  seek  his 
glory.  Would  one  who  instead  dedi- 
cates his  entire  life  to  being  a  good 
father  ever  be  valued  like  Herakles? 

The  completion  of  the  very  acts 
we  supposedly  admire  him  for,  his 
twelve  labours,  render  Herakles  too 
brutal  for  the  peacetime  world.  After 
he  returns  from  Hades,  where  he  had 
completed  his  last  labour,  he  hears 
that  his  rival  Lycus  plans  to  execute 
Herakles'  then-current  wife  Megara, 
his  foster  father  Amphitryon,  and 


his  children.  He  rushes  back  in  time 
to  save  them,  but  as  the  original 
story  tells  us,  madness  seizes  him, 
and  he  slaughters  his  own  wife  and 
children. 

Meagher  argues  that  this  strange 
insanity  is  quite  explicable:  Herakles 
suffers  from  post-traumatic  stress 
disorder.  The  horror  of  having  killed 
repeatedly  throughout  his  life  leaves 
even  mighty  Herakles  burdened  by 
mental  illness,  leading  to  this  most 
heinous  slaughter. 

This  is  the  level  of  trauma  humans 
at  war  face,  as  it  would  have  been 
for  Euripides  when  he  fought  in  the 
Peloponnesian  War,  as  it  would  have 
been  for  John  McCrae  in  World  War 
I,  and  as  it  is  now  for  our  soldiers  in 
Afghanistan. 

The  leader  of  Canada  is  likening 
our  current  mission  in  Afganistan  to 


the  glorious  wars  of  the  past.  Upon 
closer  inspection,  neither  heroes 
nor  war  were  ever  glorious,  not  even 
in  Herakles'  time.  We  know  the  hell 
that  surrounds  the  hero  and  his  fam- 
ily, during  and  after  combat.  Yet  our 
valiant  leader  would  prolong  the 
horrendous  mission  in  Afganistan, 
perhaps  to  bolster  Canada's  place 
on  the  world  stage,  perhaps  to  write 
himself  into  the  history  books.  Mean- 
while hundreds  of  soldiers  are  being 
thrust  into  the  tragic  circumstances 
of  war. 

It  might  do  Harper  well  to  recall 
another  passage  of  First  World  War 
poetry,  from  Wilfred  Owen:  "...  you 
would  not  tell  with  such  high  zest  /  To 
children  ardent  for  some  desperate 
glory,  /  The  old  Lie:  Duke  et  decorum 
est  I  Pro  patria  mori."  ["It  is  sweet  and 
right  to  die  for  your  country."] 


A  Bono-fide  act 
of  hypocrisy? 


Liem  Vu 


"The  saints  are  coming,  the  saints 
are  coming,  I  say  no  matter  how  1 
try,  1  want  less  taxes  even  with  the 
Irish  Revenue  Commission  nearby" 
may  be  the  lyrics  that  musician/phi- 
lanthropist Bono  is  singing  these 
days. 

For  the  past  ten  years,  Bono  and 
his  celebrity  comrades  have  used 
their  fame  to  promote  goodwill 
and  charity  through  events  such  as 
Live  8  and  the  recent  Product  (Red) 
campaign.  With  this  exposure  also 
comes  some  unwarranted  attention 
to  the  U2  frontman's  most  recent  ac- 
tion. 

Bono's  activism  has  reached  such 
a  height  that  he  has  asked  the  gov- 
ernment of  Ireland  to  donate  more 
money  to  its  Ireland  Aid  fund,  which 
funds  aid  initiatives  in  the  develop- 
ing world.  As  any  political  science 
student  could  tell  you,  tax  revenue 
would  be  the  main  source  of  this  ad- 
ditional funding. 

Ireland  is  considered  to  have  a 
high  level  of  poverty  in  comparison 
to  its  developed  neighbours,  yet 
the  government  still  gives  artists  a 
break  through  a  tax  exemption.  So 
the  recent  backlash  against  U2,  af- 
ter the  band  decided  to  move  part 
of  their  music  production  empire  to 
Amsterdam  after  Ireland  imposed  a 
ceiling  of  $319,000  (CDN)  on  tax-free 


incomes,  is  understandable. 

But  is  the  outrage  against  U2  war- 
ranted? The  public  expects  a  level  of 
perfection  from  celebrities,  so  much 
so  that  any  action  that  deviates  from 
this  "perfect  image"  is  instantly  crit- 
icized. Is  it  hypocritical  for  Bono  to 
demand  higher  funding  for  Africa 
while  avoiding  the  taxation  imposed 
by  Ireland — money  that  could  end 
up  in  the  Third  World?  In  a  way  it  is, 
but  it  is  also  human  nature  to  want 
to  minimize  the  taxes  we  pay. 

As  David  "The  Edge"  Evans  said, 
"Of  course  we're  trying  to  be  tax-ef- 
ficient. Who  doesn't  want  to  be  tax- 
efficient?"  The  Edge  does  not  speak 
from  a  rich,  pompous  point  of  view, 
but  rather  expresses  the  ideas  of 
the  average  taxpayer. 

In  an  age  of  celebrity  blogs,  gossip 
rags,  and  entertainment  shows,  the 
limitations  and  humanity  of  would- 
be  icons  are  made  quite  evident. 
From  DUIs  to  kleptomania  to  tax 
evasion,  stories  of  celebrity  weak- 
ness seem  to  displace  reports  of  any 
act  of  benevolence  and  charity  they 
carry  out.  Yet  society  still  expects 
perfection  from  them. 

Outrage  over  hypocrisy  is  under- 
standable, but  it  would  be  hypocriti- 
cal for  us  to  speak  unless  we  have 
always  been  the  model  of  ideal  con- 
duct ourselves. 

So  let's  give  U2  a  break.  They  are 
only  human,  after  all. 


Budget  bombast 

Re:  SAC  to  pay  CFS  $lm,  Nov.  9 

Mike  Ghenu,  meet  Jayson  Blair. 
Journalistic  integrity  once  again  took 
a  well-deserved  vacation,  this  time  in 
The  Varsity's  precious  little  hack  job 
about  the  SAC  budget.  I  understand 
that  Ghenu  might  not  like  all  of  SAC's 
policies,  but  to  formulate  his  own 
guesses  as  to  what  the  budget  will 
be  and  then  present  them  as  fact  is  a 
truly  stupefying  move.  In  what  rabid, 
Neocon  reality  does  that  constitute 
"news"? 

Carla  Manfredi 

•  It's  really  quite  amazing  that  Mike 
Ghenu,  in  a  few  short  months,  has 
been  able  to  turn  The  Varsity  into  a 
disgraceful  morass  of  misinformation 
and  Republican  ideologies.  I  think 
perhaps  Ghenu's  opus  was  this  pro- 
pagandist article,  which  stated  that 
SAC  is  planning  to  pay  the  Canadian 
Federation  of  Students  a  cool  million 
dollars.  Sure,  SAC  hasn't  indicated 
that  they're  going  to  do  this,  nor  have 
the  four  SAC  executives  which  pre- 
ceded them.  And  yes,  Ghenu  admits 
he  hasn't  seen  a  budget  indicating 
this,  but  hey,  he  wrote  his  own  "bud- 
get estimates."  Who  needs  facts  when 
you  can  make  up  the  news  yourself? 
Congratulations  to  The  Varsity,  you 
are  officially  a  farce. 

Alex  Tepperma\ 

Props  from  The  Mez 

Re:  No  mayoral  vision  in  sight, 
Nov.  9 
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I  love  your  "No  mayoral  vision" 
editorial.  I  agree.  I'm  voting  for  Kevin 
Clarke!  And,  thanks  for  all  the  City  Idol 
coverage. 

Dave  Mesun 

Project  Coordinator,  City  Idol 

Tough  transit  choice 

Re:  77ze  fizzling  rocket,  Nov.  6 

Sana  Ahmed  rightly  bemoans  the 
TTC  and  correctly  highlights  the 
lack  of  vision  in  the  past  20  years 
that  have  led  to  its  decline.  All  is  not 
lost,  however,  and  certainly — with 
political  will  and  a  modest  yearly 
investment — we  can  have  a  network 
of  reliable  and  efficient  Bus  and  Light 
Rapid  Transit  lines  built  by  2016.  This 
plan  is  outlined  in  a  TTC  report  en- 
titled "Building  a  Transit  City"  (2005) 
and  calls  for  building  hundreds  of 
kilometres  of  dedicated  transitways 
throughout  the  city  LRTs  and  BRTs 
work  really  well — try  using  Ottawa's 
BRT  or  our  own  Spadina  LRT.  Graeme 
Parry  has  created  maps  indicating 
how  this  network  would  look  and  has 
contrasted  this  to  a  more  expensive 
Spadina  subway  extension  of  just  un- 
der 7  km.  In  an  ideal  world  we  could 
have  both,  but  realistically  we  have 
to  make  choices.  Contact  your  city 
councillor  and  tell  him  or  her  which 
version  you  prefer  if  you'd  like  to  see 
better  transit  in  this  city. 

Nicholas  Provart,  PhD 

Assistant  Professor,  Bioinformatics, 
UofT 


Tasty  food  for  thought 

Re:  Campus  cuisine  witfi  Amie 
and  Amanda,  Nov.  6 

I  really  enjoyed  reading  the  restau- 
rant review  and  would  love  to  see 
more  in  the  future.  If  you  want  to  ap- 
peal to  people's  real  concerns,  I  don't 
think  you  could  ever  overstress  food. 

Michael  Collins 

•  I  just  wanted  to  say  that  I  enjoyed 
the  recent  review  of  Live  restaurant. 
I'm  very  glad  that  your  newspaper  is 
reviewing  organic  options,  especially 
for  students. 

EmiuaC. 

Hope  for  vegan  eatery 

Re:  Vegan  eatery  uprooted, 
Nov  6 

One  fact  this  well-written  article 

neglected  to  include  is  that  the  Radi- 
cal Roots  levy,  approved  last  year, 
was  collected  by  SAC  this  school 
year.  The  money  is  currently  sitting 
dormant,  and  the  U  of  T  Environ- 
mental Resource  Network  (UTERN), 
in  partnership  with  SAC,  has  plans 
to  try  to  revive  a  similar  operation 
under  a  new  management  system. 
Students  interested  in  being  part  of 
the  initiative  should  contact 
utern.admin@utoronto.ca. 

Leah  Stokes 

President,  UTERN 


SEE 'LETTERS' -ON  NEXT  PAGE 
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Re-imagining  the  waterfront 

No  Gardiner  and  a  mix  of  clientele  would  refresh  T.O.  lakeshore 


Luke  LaRocque 


I'll  admit  it:  1  love  Toronto.  I'm  a  To- 
ronto freak.  I  dream  of  subway  lines 
on  Queen  St.  and  Eglinton  Ave,  and 
an  express  line  along  Bloor.  It  doesn't 
help  that  I'm  something  of  an  optimist. 
Ideas  like  VeloCity  and  Nuit  Blanche 
keep  me  going  when  I  hear  about  bud- 
get cuts  and  gang  violence. 

It's  hard  for  me,  though,  to  sit  by 
and  watch  the  painstakingly  slow 
process  of  getting  our  waterfront  in  a 
condition  that  would  be  deemed  en- 
joyable by  more  than  the  select  few 
who  own  condos  next  to  the  Gardiner 
Eyesore,  er.  Expressway.  I'm  not  here 
to  demand  that  every  inch  of  water- 
front become  public  space.  In  fact, 
a  dynamic  waterfront  depends  on  a 
mixture  of  residents,  businesses,  and 
tourists.  Imagine  if  the  only  things 
south  of  Front  St.  were  parks  and 
shops — the  entire  area  would  empty 
as  people  went  home  for  the  night. 
Some  residential  buildings  amidst 
the  businesses  create  a  safe  mix  of 
busy  days  and  calm  nights,  while  the 
safety  in  numbers  will  invite  tourists 
to  spend  late  nights  strolling  along  the 
boardwalk,  watching  the  stars  over 
Lake  Ontario. 

On  the  other  hand,  too  many  con- 
dominiums will  crowd  out  any  space 
that  parks  might  have  to  breathe.  A 
successful  waterfront  can't  simply  be 
public  space,  but  it  can't  only  be  pri- 
vate space  either.  A  "middle  ground" 
approach  will  make  lakeshore  devel- 
opment most  successful. 

The  waterfront  in  Toronto  isn't  hor- 
rifying, but  it's  not  world-class.  The  re- 
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The  ideal  waterfront  is  part  business,  part  public  space,  and  part  home  sweet  home. 


ality  is  that  a  long  stretch  of  shoreline 
has  to  be  cleaned  up.  A  prime  example 
is  the  East  Bayfront  district.  Stretch- 
ing from  Jarvis  St.  to  Cherry  St.,  this 


piece  of  land  looks  like  an  industrial 
wreckage  site,  because  that's  what  it 
is.  However,  more  is  happening  there 
than  meets  the  eye.  Imagine  tree-lined 


boulevards,  sustainable  housing,  and 
an  expanded  streetcar  network — it's 
all  in  the  works,  but  it  takes  time.  Land 
must  be  purchased,  and  leases  must 
expire.  A  beautiful  lake  edge  won't 
happen  overnight. 

To  help  this  kind  of  mixed  develop- 
ment along,  however,  the  Gardiner 
must  be  removed.  This  recommenda- 
tion from  the  Toronto  Waterfront  Revi- 
talization  Corporation's  recent  report 
is  not  at  all  fantastical.  We  do  not  need 
a  raised  expressway  to  bring  people 
into  our  city  to  work.  If  anything, 
burying  the  Gardiner  will  encourage 
local  commuting,  creating  vibrant  city 
centres  in  Mississauga,  Oakville  and 
other  parts  of  the  GTA. 

Once  the  Gardiner  goes,  Lakeshore 
Boulevard  will  become  a  boulevard 
again,  and  not  the  basement  of  a 
crumbling  giant.  Transit  numbers  will 
increase  as  workers  decide  that  a  45 
minute  gridlocked  commute  every 
morning  isn't  worth  it.  The  disman- 
tling of  the  Gardiner  will  also  let  sun- 
light reach  places  that  haven't  seen 
the  light  of  day  since  1966. 

We  are  a  society  of  credit  cards, 
fast  food,  and  high-speed  internet.  It's 
too  bad  that  there  is  no  drive-through 
waterfront  store,  or  a  high-speed  tree 
service.  The  reality  of  construction 
and  city  politics  is  such  that  revitaliz- 
ing the  waterfront  will  take  time. 

During  this  long  but  vital  process, 
we  can  look  to  events  like  Quay  to  the 
City  and  the  Toronto  Waterfront  Mara- 
thon for  inspiration,  and  dream  that 
one  day,  the  express  subway  line  on 
Bloor  will  take  us  down  to  the  world- 
class  waterfront  we  all  deserve. 
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Drug  sites  help  AIDS 
battle 

Re:  Injection  sites  for  sore  eyes?, 
Oct.  31 

Safe  injection  sites  have  been  shown 
to  reduce  the  spread  of  HIV  without 
increasing  drug  use.  They  also  serve 
as  a  bridge  to  drug  treatment  for  an 
especially  hard-to-reach  population. 
Drug  users  are  not  the  only  beneficia- 
ries. Consider  the  tragic  experience 
of  Canada's  southern  neighbor.  U.S. 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  research- 
ers estimate  that  57  per  cent  of  AIDS 
cases  among  women  and  36  per  cent 
of  overall  AIDS  cases  in  the  U.S.  are 
linked  to  injection  drug  use  or  sex 
with  partners  who  inject  drugs.  This 
easily  preventable  public  health  crisis 
is  a  direct  result  of  zero  tolerance 
laws  that  restrict  access  to  clean 
syringes. 

In  the  interest  of  containing  the  HIV 
pandemic,  let's  hope  the  Conserva- 
tive government  acknowledges  the 
drug  war's  tremendous  collateral 
damage  sooner  rather  than  later. 
Canada  cannot  afford  to  emulate  the 
harm-maximizing  drug  policies  of  the 
former  land  of  the  free  and  current 
record  holder  in  number  of  citizens 
incarcerated. 

Robert  Sharpe,  MPA 

Policy  Analyst,  Common  Sense 
for  Drug  Policy 

The  l/3rsftyvie\comes  letters  from  our 
readers.  Send  letters  (250  words  max.) 
with  your  full  name  &  phone  number  to: 

opinions@thevarsjty.ca 

Opinions  submissions 
are  also  welcome. 
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Brain-speak 

Glossolalia,  known  as  "speaking  in 
tongues,"  is  an  intense,  trance-like  state 
in  which  the  speaker  utters  meaningless 
sounds.  Some  religious  groups  think  it 
results  from  a  direct  connection  with 
God.  Recently,  University  of  Pennsylva- 
nia psychiatrists  have  reported  captur- 
ing brain  scans  of  the  phenomenon. 
They  recruited  five  women  from  a  local 
Pentecostal  congregation  and  asked 
them  to  sing  gospel  songs  and  then  to 
speak  in  tongues,  scanning  for  brain  ac- 
tivity during  each  episode.  They  found 
that  glossolalia,  in  comparison  to  sing- 
ing, decreased  the  function  of  the  frontal 
lobe — the  part  of  the  brain  responsible 
for  control  and  judgment.  Activity  in  the 
brain's  parietal  lobe,  which  integrates 
sensory  information  from  various  parts 
of  the  body,  was  increased  during  glosso- 
lalia. This  increase  is  thought  to  be  due 
to  an  enhancement  of  "touching"  sensa- 
tions, in  this  case,  being  touched  by  the 
spirit,  no  doubt.  These  patterns  of  brain 
activity  are  the  opposite  of  those  seen 
during  a  meditative  state. 
Source:  Psychiatry  Research: 
Neuroimaging 
— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 

Drug  be  gone,  returned 

After  being  abandoned  for  over  a  decade, 
an  inexpensive  anti-malarial  drug  may  be 
coming  back  into  favour  in  Malawi.  Chlo- 
roquine  has  been  used  to  treat  malaria 
for  60  years,  but  its  effectiveness  has 
declined  in  certain  regions  of  the  world 
because  the  parasite  that  causes  malaria 
has  been  growing  increasingly  resistant 
to  chloroquine  treatment.  In  1993,  Ma- 
lawi officials  abandoned  the  drug  and 
implemented  a  new  treatment  strategy 
using  a  combination  of  two  other  drugs. 
This  worked  for  several  years,  but  the 
malciria  parasite  soon  became  resistant 
to  the  treatment.  This  left  a  newer,  more 
expensive  therapy  as  the  treatment  of 
choice.  Now,  however,  researchers  have 
found  that  most  cases  of  malaria  in  Ma- 
lawi have  lost  resistance  to  chloroquine, 
since  the  drug  has  not  been  used  for  so 
long.  The  possibility  of  bringing  back 
inexpensive  and  effective  chloroquine 
is  an  attractive  choice,  but  experts  warn 
that  resistant  strains  of  malaria  still  exist 
in  Africa  and  they  may  enter  Malawi  at 
any  time.  Plans  to  stop  and  then  reinstate 
chloroquine  treatment  need  to  be  conti- 
nent-wide in  order  to  be  effective. 
Source:  New  England  Journal  of  Medicine 
— M.A. 


Sperm  study  spawns  spam? 

A  recent  publication  may  soon  be  giving 
fodder  to  the  spam  email  that  boasts  to 
cure  male  infertility.  Researchers  have 
described  the  381  proteins  essential  to 
the  survival  of  fruit  fly  sperm,  the  first 
sperm  "proteome"  ever  published  for  a 
complex  organism.  Because  half  of  the 
proteins  in  fruit  fly  sperm  have  a  coun- 
terpart in  humans,  the  characterization 
of  this  proteome  will  be  an  important  ba- 
sis for  research  into  human  male  fertility 
and  the  development  of  drugs  for  male 
infertility.  Not  only  will  researchers  be 
able  to  study  the  factors  that  give  some 
sperm  an  advantage  over  others,  but 
scientists  may  soon  be  able  to  describe 
how  sex  evolved  in  humans.  Both  these 
questions  have  long  been  debated,  to 
little  result. 

Source:  Nature  Genetics 
— SANDY HUEN 
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The  science  of  singing 


Whether  you're  operatic  in  the  shower  or  humming  on  the  subway,  singing  is  one  of  the  most 
natural  ways  to  express  yourself.  Luckily,  it  is  also  purely  physical.  With  enough  training,  anyone 
can  be  a  great  singer,  writes  JOSEPHINE  LEE 


A prevailing  misconception,  per- 
petuated by  shows  like^menco/j 
Idol,  is  that  only  lucky,  musically 
gifted  people  in  this  world  are  able  to 
sing,  while  others  are  hopeless  causes. 

Any  experienced  singer  will  tell  you 
that  this  is  not  true.  Good  singing  has 
a  physiological  basis,  and  mastering 
the  science  of  singing  is  no  harder  than 
mastering  any  other  science. 

Singing  depends  on  well-trained, 
well-honed  muscle  memory.  So  long 
as  a  person  has  a  working  set  of  lungs, 
from  a  scientific  perspective,  he  or  she 
can  become  a  good  singer  in  any  genre 
of  music. 

Aspiring  vocalists  train  physically  to 
be  professional  singers  the  way  ama- 
teur athletes  train  for  the  Olympics, 
but  with  a  focus  on  the  vocal  anatomy: 
the  diaphragm,  lungs,  larynx,  pharynx, 
oral  and  nasal  cavity. 

As  in  sports,  the  most  important 
part  of  singing  is  breathing.  To  a  singer, 
the  phrase,  "breathing  from  the  dia- 
phragm" means  breathing  so  that  their 
stomach  expands  when  they  inhale, 
due  to  the  diaphragm  muscle  (attached 
to  the  lower  ribs)  lowering  in  instinc- 
tive response  to  the  rising  air  pressure. 
This  allows  the  singer  to  take  in  more 
air,  because  it  uses  a  greater  portion  of 
the  lungs. 

Singers  are  also  trained  to  exhale 
differently.  When  air  pressure  in  the 
lungs  drops,  the  diaphragm  naturally 
flops  back  up.  Because  singers  need 
to  maximize  the  amount  of  air  in  their 
lungs  while  they  sing  to  keep  the  qual- 
ity of  the  sound  high,  they  must  acquire 
the  muscular  control  to  keep  their  dia- 
phragm lowered. 

In  singing  vernacular,  "control"  is  the 
entire  process  of  exhaling.  Singers  are 
always  controlling,  even  while  singing 
difficult  material,  dancing  or  acting,  or 
doing  all  at  once. 

Singers  also  learn  to  naturally  ampli- 
fy the  sound  that  they  produce,  known 


as  "projection"  or  "resonating." 

Amplification  techniques  direct  the 
air  to  the  body's  natural  resonators, 
such  as  the  nasal  cavity.  When  the  res- 
onators are  vibrating,  singers  can  feel 
a  buzzing  sensation  in  the  upper  half 
of  their  face.  Before  electronic  micro- 
phones, this  natural  amplification  was 
the  only  way  a  singer  could  be  heard  in 
a  large  building. 

Classical  and  operatic  singers  have 
perfected  this  technique  over  the  cen- 
turies. Opera  singers  can  perform  in 
the  world's  largest  theatres  without  a 
microphone  and  still  be  heard  clearly 
by  every  member  of  the  audience. 

However,  none  of  these  techniques 
can  hide  a  beginner's  "break,"  the  point 
that  divides  the  singing  voice's  two 
registers,  the  chest  voice  and  the  head 
voice. 

The  chest  voice  is  used  to  sing  lower 
notes  (the  depth  a  singer  can  reach  is 
a  matter  of  their  natural  range).  These 
notes  are  much  easier  to  sing  clearly 
and  powerfully  because  they  usually 
correspond  to  the  normal  speaking 
voice,  making  this  the  voice  of  choice 
for  beginners. 

Above  the  normal  speaking  range, 
the  head  voice  (also  known  as  falsetto) 
is  used  to  sing  higher  notes. 

Moving  over  the  break  between  the 
two  voices  will  usually  change  the  tone 
quality  of  the  sound,  or  make  the  sing- 
er's voice  crack.  It  takes  years  of  train- 
ing to  learn  to  move  smoothly  from 
one  register  to  the  other  without  any 
discernible  tone  change. 

Singers  must  become  adept  at  these 
basic  elements  of  singing  before  mov- 
ing on  to  the  specific  demands  of  their 
vocal  genre  (foreign  language  diction 
in  classical,  the  warbling  melisma  of 
pop,  "scat"  singing  in  jazz,  etc.).  When 
it  comes  to  mastering  these  subtleties, 
the  science  of  singing  blends  into  art. 
But  the  fundamentals  are  things  that 
the  best,  or  worst  musician  can  learn. 


//  A  singing  how-to 


teeth 


nasal  cavity 


lips 


larynx  and 
vocai  cords 


When  exhaling,  the  singer 
must  carefully  control  the 
amount  of  air  released, 
keeping  the  diaphragm  low- 
ered as  long  as  possible  by 
tightening  the  abdominal 
muscles. 

Air  passes  through  the  vo- 
cal folds,  known  more  com- 
monly as  vocal  cords,  and 
vibrates  the  two  pairs  of  mu- 
cous membrane,  the  lower  of 
which  are  involved  in  voice 
production. 

The  vocal  folds  vibrate 
at  different  frequencies  de- 
pending on  the  amount  of 


air  flowing  through,  which 
determines  the  pitch  of  the 
sound  produced. 

Air  flow  is  then  modified 
by  the  oral  cavity  which  in- 
cludes the  lips,  teeth,  soft 
and  hard  palate,  and  tongue. 
These  "articulators"  help 
shape  the  phonetic  sounds 
of  the  song  (i.e.  words). 

Air  is  also  directed  through 
the  nasal  cavity,  hitting  the 
sinuses,  which  act  as  natural 
resonators.  The  resonators 
amplify  the  voice,  allowing 
a  singer  to  project  the  sound 
without  screaming. 
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Teeth  and  ticker  false  together 


Bob  Tian 


Use  Listerine  daily  for  fresh  breath  and  to  prevent 
heart  disease!  Sounds  crazy?  Many  dental  product 
companies  are  capitalizing  on  this  claim  without 
backing  it  up. 

This  issue  was  addressed  in  a  lecture  last 
Wednesday  at  Mount  Sinai  Hospital  by  Dr.  Howard 
Tenenbaum,  associate  dean  of  diagnostic  and  bio- 
logical sciences  at  U  of  T"s  faculty  of  dentistry,  and 
cardiologist  Dr.  Joseph  Minkowitz.  Since  a  possible 
correlation  between  dental  and  cardiac  health  sur- 
faced a  year  ago,  misconceptions  began  percolat- 
ing through  the  media. 

"Cardiac  disease  is  a  problem  that's  sweeping 
across  the  Western  nations,"  Minkowitz  said.  Thirty 
per  cent  of  all  deaths  in  Canada  yearly  are  due  to 
cardiovascular  disease,  or  atherosclerosis. 

Characterized  by  damage  to  arterial  walls,  this 
condition  often  begins  in  childhood  and  progress- 
es slowly  throughout  life.  Fat,  cholesterol,  blood- 
clotting  factors,  and  bacteria  collect  in  damaged 
stretches  of  arteries,  causing  inflammation  that 
gradually  stops  the  flow  of  blood.  Suddenly,  by  un- 
known means,  the  vessel  becomes  entirely  blocked 
and  the  patient  has  a  heart  attack. 

"We  don't  know  why  on  Monday  [the  patient]  can 
be  playing  nine  holes  of  golf  and  on  Tuesday  he's  in 
the  emergency  room  clutching  his  chest,"  admitted 
Minkowitz. 

Periodontitis  is  an  inflammatory  disease  caused 
by  toxins  released  by  bacteria  that  accumulate  on 
the  teeth.  This  leads  to  the  decay  of  ligaments  that 
hold  teeth  in  place  and  eventually,  if  left  untreated, 
to  a  mouthful  of  dentures. 

Because  significant  correlations  have  linked  poor 
dental  and  cardiac  health,  some  scientists  have 
suggested  that  the  bacteria  in  the  mouth  enter  the 
blood  stream  and  damage  arteries.  The  media  and 
dental  care  industry  have  seized  this  hypothesis. 


Despite  what  industry  moguls  advertise,  good  dental  hygiene  may  not  necessarily  decrease  your  chances  of  cardio- 
vascular disease. 


prematurely  announcing  that  taking  care  of  your 
teeth  will  help  your  heart.  . 

"The  central  question  to  me  is. ..does  one  cause 
the  other?  Does  one  aggravate  the  other?"  Tenen- 
baum asked,  stressing  that  causality  has  not  been 
established  between  periodontitis  and  heart  dis- 
ease. 

Both  doctors  agreed  that  public  attention  should 
be  focused  on  the  risk  factors  predisposing  certain 
people  to  either  disease. 


"The  risk  factors  are  almost  identical,"  said  Tenen- 
baum. "This  may  be  the  key  [to  understanding  the 
connection  between  periodontitis  and  cardiovas- 
cular disease],  not  that  one  is  causing  the  other." 

Genetics,  stress,  blood  pressure,  and  lifestyle 
choices  such  as  diet,  exercise  and  especially  smok- 
ing are  all  risk  factors  attributed  to  both  diseases. 
Still,  both  doctors  agreed  that  despite  the  lack  of 
evidence  that  it  will  save  your  heart,  it's  still  a  good 
idea  to  floss. 


Is  Your  Dream  To 
Become  A  Physician? 
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I 

Hp^come  great  physicians  are 
d  away  from  U.S.  schools. 
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Hart  House  Student  Composers  Concert 


CALL  FOR  SUBMISSIONS 

We  are  accepting  original  compositions 
in  the  following  music  styles: 

®  Classical  ®  Jazz 

®  Contemporary  ®  Latin 


Deadline  for  submissions  is 
January  12,  2006  at  1 1:55  pm 

Further  information  and  applications  can  be  found  at: 

www.harlhousemusic.com 
and  click  on  the  "Student  Composers  Concert''  link. 

if  you  have  any  questions,  please  email 
harthousescc@gmail.com 
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BORN  AGAIN 

Local  rapscallions  Born  Ruffians  win  over  fans  with  youthful  rock  and  soul 


Greg  Stuart 


I  am  on  my  way  to  Mod  Club  and 
I  am  determined  not  to  miss  "the 
huddle." 

The  huddle,  you  should  know,  sig- 
nifies the  end  of  the  rambling  con- 
versations and  drink-ordering  at 
a  Born  Ruffians  gig.  Heads  turn  as 
an  intro  tape  plays  and  three  young 
guys  join  together  around  one  mi- 
crophone set  in  the  middle  of  the 
stage  and  begin  to  sing  in  a  round. 
"Bless  your  sacred  heart,  for  when 
we  are  apart,  I  always  wanna  start 
all  over  again."  And  thus  begins  an- 
other Born  Ruffians  concert. 

Let's  go  back  a  few  months.  1  first 
saw  Born  Ruffians  play  at  the  Virgin 
Festival  on  the  Toronto  islands  on 
September  10.  There,  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  as  people  were  still 
pouring  off  the  ferry,  the  band  man- 
aged to  win  over  an  unsuspecting 
audience  with  their  mixture  of  ir- 
resistible hooks  and  offbeat  charm. 
Compared  to  some  of  the  other 
bands  I  saw  that  day  (Thrice  play- 
ing one  of  the  most  boring,  godaw- 
ful sets  I've  ever  seen).  Born  Ruffi- 
ans seemed  absolutely  right  for  the 
place  and  time.  They  were  young, 
fresh  and  didn't  take  themselves 
too  seriously  (in  the  best  possible 
way — 1  don't  mean  like  Bowling  For 
Soup).  They  practically  glistened 
on  stage,  and  the  audience  felt  the 
attraction  and  showed  their  appre- 
ciation with  hearty  rounds  of  ap- 
plause and  whooping. 

At  The  Mod  Club  1  watched  the 
band  turn  another  set  of  onlook- 
ers— dreading  the  thought  of  hav- 
ing to  wade  through  the  mediocrity 
of  some  crappy  opening  act  before 
the  night's  electro-pop  headliners 
Hot  Chip — into  legions  of  devout 
smilers  and  head-nodders.  What  is 
remarkable  is  how  much  energy  the 
three  of  them  generate  on  stage. 

Something  we  are  not  seeing  a  lot 
of  in  Canada  at  the  moment  is  the 
power  trio,  which  seems  to  have 


Born  Ruffians  yelp,  howl  and  rock  the  Mod  Club 


been  replaced  by  having  scores  of 
people  in  one  band.  Clear  purvey- 
ors of  this  collective-band  idea  are 
Broken  Social  Scene,  Arcade  Fire 
and  up-and-coming  locals  Ohbijou. 
While  Born  Ruffians  could  never 
be  called  minimalist,  they  serve  up 
their  music  raw  and  lean,  and  like 
a  50s  backing  band  they're  straight 
to  the  point.  But  the  band  refute  the 
notion  that  they're  trying  to  prove 
anything  by  scaling  down  their  mu- 


sic to  the  basic  elements  of  guitar, 
bass,  drums  and  vocals. 

"1  would  like  to  eventually,  natu- 
rally grow,"  says  Luke  LaLonde,  the 
Ruffians'  guitarist  and  singer.  "But 
that  would  be  out  of  necessity  if  we 
start  writing  and  recording  songs 
where  we  need  another  person  to 
play.  We're  not  afraid  to  add  mem- 
bers, we're  not  a  strict  three." 

"But  the  three  works  really  well 
songwriting-wise,"  counters  drum- 


mer Steve  Hamelin,  "so  it  would  only 
grow  if  it  didn't  interfere  with  how 
we  wrote  songs."  LaLonde  resigns 
and  confides  in  me  later  that  two 
people  have  come  up  to  him  on  this 
tour  with  Hot  Chip  and  said  that  the 
band  would  be  improved  with  the 
addition  of  another  musician.  Per- 
haps they're  just  being  modest,  but 
I  somehow  feel  that  both  the  band 
and  the  people  who  suggested  the 
change  underestimate  the  Born  Ruf- 


fians' closeness  as  a  three  piece. 

The  huddle  aside  (there  is  a  gen- 
uinely touching  moment  tonight 
when  the  trio  cracks  up  around 
the  microphone  and  LaLonde  pats 
Hamelin  on  the  back  of  the  head), 
the  three  of  them  all  gave  up  uni- 
versity to  continue  with  the  band, 
and  all  three  share  an  apartment  in 
Toronto.  They've  known  each  other 
since  at  least  high  school  (bassist 
Mitch  DeRosier  and  LaLonde  are 
cousins)  and  are  fairly  new  to  liv- 
ing in  Toronto,  having  grown  up  in 
Midland. 

You  can  feel  their  collective  spirit 
when  they  talk.  They  tease  each 
other  like  brothers  and  appear  to 
have  the  tacit  appreciation  that 
they  are  onto  something  big.  For 
an  outsider  looking  in,  it  seems 
as  though  the  three  of  them  stand 
united  against  the  world,  a  neces- 
sary trait  for  a  support  act  con- 
stantly facing  crowds  to  whom  they 
are  but  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the 
band  they've  paid  to  see. 

After  this  tour  with  Hot  Chip,  the 
Born  Ruffians  will  be  afforded  one 
week  off  before  continuing  into  a 
U.S.  and  Western  Canada  tour  with 
queer-folk-rockers  The  Hidden 
Cameras. 

Asked  whether  they  were  get- 
ting bored  with  the  huge  numbers 
of  shows  they're  playing,  Hamelin 
replies,  "Playing  your  songs  to  a 
new  audience,  you  get  rejuvenat- 
ed. I  can't  stand  bands  who  moan 
about  being  on  tour."  What  is  most 
endearing  about  the  band  is  how 
personable  they  are.  They  give  the 
impression  of  being  three  kids  who 
have  just  happened  upon  their  tal- 
ent. 

Just  this  past  August  the  Ruf- 
fians inked  record  deals  with  in- 
ternational imprints  Warp  and  XL, 
making  the  barely-legal  Midland 
boys  label-mates  with  Jack  White, 
Maximo  Park  and  Tapes  'n  Tapes. 
This,  then,  is  a  genuine  "watch  this 
space"  moment. 


Zombies  ride 
Vancouver  new  wave 


Director  Carl  Bessai  puts  a  Canadian  twist  on  the  old  Romero  archetype 


//  Zombie  flick  Severed brains 


Seth  Mendelson 


The  Vancouver  New  Wave  will 
have  people  talking  at  this  month's 
Cinematheque  Ontario  Lecture 
Series,  presented  by  the  Toronto 
International  Film  Festival  Group. 
Also  called  Pacific  New  Wave,  this 
movement  consists  of  a  group  film- 
makers, most  of  them  at  the  fore- 
front of  the  Canadian  film  industry, 
that  formed  in  part  to  ensure  the 
Western  Canadian  film  scene  will 


continue  to  thrive  without  the  help 
of  Hollywood.  Presenting  two  films 
this  month  is  Vancouver  director 
Carl  Bessai. 

Severed,  another  political  zom- 
bie film,  will  have  its  Toronto 
premiere  on  November  17,  even 
though  it  was  shot  last  year.  While 
editing  his  previous  art  film,  Emite, 
Bessai  was  introduced  to  the 
zombie  genre  by  his  editor,  Julian 
Clarke.  He  was  particularly  in- 
spired by  the  politically-motivated 


horror  works  of  George  A.  Romero 
(Night  of  the  Living  Dead,  Dawn  of 
the  Dead).  "He  was  mapping  histo- 
ry and  social  action,"  says  Bessai 
on  the  phone. 

Looking  at  the  political  climate 
in  his  home  town,  Bessai  decided 
to  make  his  own  zombie  film  about 
western  political  issues.  Severed 
follows  a  group  of  environmental 
activists  as  they  try  to  take  on  the 

SEE  ■ZOMBIES' -ON  NEXT  PAGE 


Severed  has  everything  required 
for  a  by-the-numbers  zombie 
flick:  blood,  violence,  zombies, 
and,  of  course,  some  sort  of  po- 
litical backdrop.  The  only  thing 
that's  missing  is  a  new  spin.  It  is 
clear  that  director  Carl  Bessai  has 
an  intimate  knowledge  and  under- 
standing of  the  zombie  genre,  but 
he  unfortunately  neglects  to  ex- 
pand the  genre's  horizons. 

In  the  forests  of  British  Colum- 
bia, left-wing  hippie  protesters  are 
at  war  with  the  capitalist  lumber 
industry.  Unbeknownst  to  any  of 


them,  genetically  altered  tree  sap 
gets  into  the  bloodstream  of  one 
of  the  lumberjacks  and,  well... 
you  guess  it:  Zombies!  Now  the 
protestors  and  the  lumberjacks 
must  work  together  to  make  it  out 
of  the  zombie-packed  forest. 

There  are  some  intense  scenes, 
namely  one  involving  a  group 
of  protestors  who  have  chained 
themselves  to  some  trees  (oh, 
the  irony).  There  are  also  some 
meaningful  bonds  created  and 
then  hacked  to  pieces  with  an 
axe.  Unfortunately,  though,  most 
of  the  film  is  riddled  with  cliches 
from  the  Night  of  the  Living  Dead 
trilogy  and  all  of  its  successors. 

Kudos  to  Carl  Bessai  for  at- 
tempting something  that  was  at 
least  new  for  him.  More  points  to 
him  for  trying  to  say  something 
with  a  horror  film.  It's  regrettable 
that  his  righteous  vigor  is  over- 
shadowed by  tired  presentation. 

Rating:  VVv¥¥ 
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Misguided  Saints 


A  strong  ensemble  is  the  saving  grace  of  Dito  l\4ontiel's  Guide. 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC  

A  brutally  accurate  return  to  Queens  circa 
1986,  A  Guide  To  Recognizing  Your  Saints  is 
poet/musician  Dito  Montiel's  film  adaptation 
of  his  own  memoirs,  and  a  startling  debut  for 
this  tourist  filmmaker. 

Saints  is  a  half-fictional  account  of  Montiel's 
escape  from  NYC's  bleak  and  turbulent  Asto- 
ria projects.  A  teenage  Dito  (played  by  Shia 
LeBeouf)  is  tempted  to  head  to  California  to 
follow  his  artistic  ambitions,  against  the  wish- 
es of  his  doting  father  (Chazz  Paliminteri)  and 
volatile  but  loyal  best  friend  Antonio  (Chan- 
ning  Tatum).  When  a  violent  rivalry  builds 
between  a  graffiti  crew  called  the  Reapers 
and  Dito's  own  inner  circle,  the  aspiring  artist 
has  even  more  reason  to  leave  his  friends  and 
family  behind. 

Down  with  the  rough-and-tumble  pastures 
of  urban  living.  Saints  is  raw  and  teeming  with 
a  hard-knuckled,  bloodied-nose  and  stitched- 
eyebrow  veracity.  While  Montiel  proves  to 
be  no  day-tripper  when  capturing  the  "New 
Yaawk"  essence  and  street  corner  mentality, 
he  is  betrayed  by  his  inexperience  in  film. 

The  screen  adaptation  is  gimmicky,  reveal- 
ing strained  efforts  by  a  virgin  director  trying 
to  find  his  own  voice  and  set  his  work  apart 
from  past  inner-city  rumbles  such  as  Scorse- 
se's Mean  Streets  and  Larry  Clark's  Kids,  two 
obvious  influences. 

Framed  by  Dito's  departure  and  his  return 
to  his  home  fifteen  years  later,  with  Robert 
Downey  Jr.  taking  on  the  role  of  the  mature 
Dito,  the  modern-day  passages  don't  quite  gel 
with  the  urban  energy  of  the  earlier  plotline. 
Montiel  also  uses  a  voiceover  that  repeats 


FILM  REVIEW 


A  Guide  to  Recognizing 
Your  Saints 


Directed  by  Ditto  D/lontiel 


Starring  Sfiia  LeBeout, 
Robert  Downey  Jr., 
Channing  Tatum 


Rating:  VVV^ 


dialogue  to  show  how  gentle  and  affection- 
ate some  words  can  be,  when  they  are  not 
shouted  in  rage.  The  result  is  definitely  hit- 
and-miss. 

The  film  is  indebted  to  its  eclectic  cast,  who 
made  off  with  an  ensemble-acting  award  at 
the  Sundance  Film  Festival.  Highlights  include 
a  tenderly  macho  performance  from  the  too- 
often  neglected  Chazz  Paliminteri  (r/ie  Usual 
Suspects)  and  a  ferocious  effort  from  Chan- 
ning Tatum  (Step  Up},  who  delivers  a  break- 
through performance  that  should  finalize  his 
exit  from  brainless  teen  chick-flicks. 

Montiel's  debut,  while  divulging  the  direc- 
tor's naivete,  nevertheless  demonstrates  in- 
timate familiarity  with  the  world  in  which  it 
is  set.  Meanwhile,  the  stellar  cast  should  be 
recognized  as  Montiel's  real  saints,  as  they 
provide  the  rookie  director  with  all  the  expe- 
rience necessary  to  succeed  in  the  filmmak- 
ing process. 


'ZOMBIES'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

logging  industry. 

Bessai  says  he  set  out  to  make  a  "popu- 
list movie  that  says  something"  about  the 
logging  industry  and  the  complexity  of  the 
issues  involved  in  both  sides  of  the  argu- 
ment. 

"Filmmaking  is  a  responsibility.  1  wanted 
to  say  something  about  the  place  we  live  in 
and  pump  up  our  country's  sense  of  film." 
He's  quick  to  underline  his  belief  that  Sev- 
ered wasn't  made  merely  for  the  sake  of 
making  a  zombie  film.  Bessai  wanted  to  deal 
with  interpersonal  conflict.  "There  needs  to 
be  a  balance  of  fun,  camp  and  earnestness," 
he  adds. 

Choosing  to  immerse  his  cast  in  strict 
method-direction,  Bessai  went  so  far  as  to 
lock  his  actors  in  a  cabin  that  was  used  dur- 
ing filming.  "These  actors  were  committed 
to  the  film.  It  was  no  joke.  1  wanted  it  to  be 
real,  here,  now.  You  have  to  build  charac- 
ter, because  the  scenes  mean  nothing  oth- 
erwise." This  obviously  had  the  intended 
effect — Severed  definitely  delivers  some  in- 
tense scenes. 


With  a  slew  of  horror  films  stalking  the 
youth  market,  Bessai  is  one  of  the  few  di- 
rectors actually  trying  to  make  people 
think  about  political  issues,  when  they're 
not  witnessing  gory  attacks.  Upset  with  re- 
cent releases  such  as  Silent  Hill  and  the  Saw 
franchise,  he  argues  that  "these  films  aren't 
saying  anything.  They  have  so  much  poten- 
tial, but  they  are  about  nothing." 

While  Bessai's  first  effort  in  horror  is, 
at  least,  saying  something,  it  falls  short  in 
other  aspects.  The  main  problem  is  that  al- 
most everyone  has  seen  this  kind  of  movie 
before.  Discussing  the  pros  and  cons  of 
working  in  a  genre  that  has  been  so  over- 
done, Bessai  says  he  felt  trapped  pitting 
audience  expectations  against  his  desire  to 
make  something  new.  "It's  the  kind  of  thing 
where  you're  damned  if  you  do  and  damned 
if  you  don't." 

Unfortunately,  the  zombie  plotline  over- 
shadows any  intelligent  political  state- 
ments. "These  are  archetypal  conflicts 
straight  out  of  Romero,"  Bessai  admits.  "1 
wanted  to  honour  the  genre."  Fair  enough, 
but  honour  and  innovation  shouldn't  be  mu- 
tually exclusive. 
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We  finally  enter,  and  it's  a  cathedral  to  absur- 
dity. Prodigy's  "Fire  starter"  is  blaring  in  the 
background  as  we  try  to  make  our  way  around 
the  spectacle.  Disco  and  coloured  concert 
lights  flash  around  the  venue,  with  lit  screens 
casting  the  three  elements  of  rock,  paper,  and 
scissors  as  lighted  emblems  on  the  ceiling.  To 
our  right.  Captain  Morgan  holds  an  impromptu 
press  conference,  declaring  his  spiced  rum  to 
be  the  finest  drink  of  the  seven  seas,  and  call- 
ing out  Black  Beard  as  a  punk-ass  turd.  On  the 
left,  a  super-wiener — or  a  guy  in  a  hot-dog  cos- 
tume complete  with  cape — gets  interviewed  by 
three  reporters.  Two  saucy  maidens  in  fishnets 
and  naughty  referee  outfits  roam  the  packs  of 
players,  promoting  the  event  with  titillation. 
One  group,  calling  themselves  team  Bukkake, 
sees  their  chance  and  hijacks  the  stage.  The 
wrestle  away  the  mic  from  the  emcee  and  start 
yelling,  "Rock,  rock,  rock!" 

This  was  the  scene  Saturday  night  as  the 
World  Rock,  Paper,  and  Scissors  Championship 
got  underway  at  the  Steam  Whistle  Brewery. 
Toronto  has  hosted  the  event  for  the  past  five 
years,  as  over  500  athletes,  representing  four 
Canadian  provinces,  26  U.S.  States,  Australia, 
England,  Ireland,  Norway,  New  Zealand,  and 
Wales,  fought  for  the  chance  to  win  $7,000  CDN 
and  the  title  of  best  rock-paper-scissors  player 
on  the  planet. 

With  me  were  two  rookie  competitors  to  this 
high-flying  tournament  of  fist-wielding  power. 
But  while  still  in  the  amateur  ranks,  RPS  was 
nothing  new  to  Josh  and  Pat. 

Hailing  from  Boston,  they  had  been  hustling 
in  the  sport  for  years.  It  didn't  matter  whether  it 
was  in  the  middle  of  lecture,  during  a  keg  stand, 
or  over  lunch  at  work,  each  had  been  challeng- 
ing and  defeating  unknowing  suckers  for  years. 
They  had  trekked  across  the  border  for  the 
tourney,  eager  to  take  on  the  tried  and  true. 

As  we  made  our  way  through  the  cold  mist  of 
Saturday  night,  I  could  hear  my  friends  in  tow 
planning  their  strategies  for  victory. 

"I'm  throwing  paper,"  Josh  said.  "I'm  going 
bureaucratic  on  the  fucker." 

"So  you're  feeling  good?"  I  asked. 

"I'm  feeling  pretty  good  right  now,"  Josh  an- 
swered. He  turned  to  Pat.  "You  think  they'll 
let  me  take  an  oversized  check  across  the  bor- 
der?" 

"Customs  will  hassle  you,  but  you  could  just 
rock,  paper,  scissors  him  for  it,"  Pat  responded. 
"And  you'll  take  it  down." 

Pat,  a  student  and  lacrosse  player  from  the 
University  of  Massachusetts,  is  a  physically  in- 
timidating 6'4,  and  fiercely  competitive.  He  had 
recently  spent  a  year  in  Spain,  and  when  he  re- 
turned home,  he  arrived  with  a  head  frocked 
by  a  shocking  dose  of  rust-coloured  hair  and 
beard.  He  towers  over  opponents  like  a  con- 
quistador on  horseback.  He  is  as  good-natured 
as  they  come,  boisterous  and  charming.  But  he 
would  sacrifice  both  qualities  in  an  instant  to 
claim  victory.  His  throw  of  favour:  rock. 

"It's  not  because  it's  the  aggressive  move,"  he 
explained.  "But  because  it's  a  moral  disheart- 
ener.  You  throw  a  scissors  and  you  wind  up 
getting  crushed.  Psychologically,  it's  tough  to 
regain  your  composure." 

Josh  is  a  UMass  student  as  well,  studying 
business  and  economics  while  working  with  an 
accounting  firm.  He  is  the  more  seasoned  of  the 
two,  having  taken  the  RPS  skills  he  learned  on 
the  playground  with  him  to  the  business  realm. 
His  tactic  is  to  out-psyche  opponents  by  telling 
them  what  he  was  going  to  throw,  and  then  pick 
the  opposite — sometimes. 

"Mind  games  wilt  away  the  weak,"  he  said. 
"Get  them  confused,  then  flip  the  switch." 

While  these  two  grizzly  athletes  were  getting 
primed  and  ready,  1  was  taking  the  spectator's 
role  with  my  buddy  Dave,  also  from  Boston  but 
taking  courses  at  the  University  of  Rochester. 
We  made  the  line-up  at  7:15  p.m.,  with  the  tour- 
nament starting  at  8  sharp. 

"This  is  the  most  hyped  event  since  LeBron 
James,  or  at  least  Tickle-Me  Elmo,"  Dave  said, 
scanning  the  crowd  of  one  thousand  attend- 


Fists  of  fury 


Top:  The  official  World  Rock,  Paper,  Scissors  Cham 
pionship  referees  get  sworn  in  during  the  tourna- 
ment ceremony. 

Left:  Some  of  the  character  competitors  get  inter- 
viewed by  the  media. 

Right:  Pat  (right)  gets  mowed  down  by  his  oppo- 
nent's scissors. 


As  we  funnelled  our  way  to  the  brewery's 
open  hinges,  a  fellow  competitor  joined  us. 
Wearing  a  neon  afro  wig,  he  hid  behind  Pat  as 
he  quickly  snuck  a  few  back  from  his  flask. 

"So  when  did  you  turn  pro?"  he  asked  Josh 
between  gulps. 

"I'd  say  around  2001,"  Josh  responded.  This 
was  his  first  pro  event,  but  he  had  been  hus- 
tling RPS  for  money  long  before  that  night. 

"What  would  you  say  is  your  winning  per- 
centage in  these  games  on  the  side,"  I  asked. 

"83  per  cent,"  Dave  claimed,  answering  for 
Josh. 

"I'd  vouch  for  that,"  Pat  stated. 

"I'd  put  it  a  bit  higher,"  Josh  concluded. 

"Well,  it's  all  just  a  shit-show,"  our  neon- 
haired  companion  said.  "1  was  here  last  year 
with  four  buddies,  and  they  all  got  out  in  the 
first  round.  Except  me,  1  lasted  until  fifth  place, 
and  lost  to  the  defending  champ.  1  still  remem- 
ber the  throw  1  lost  on.  Should  have  thrown 
paper." 

The  clock  hits  eight,  and  the  ceremony  con- 


cludes. After  the  referees  are  sworn  in,  it's 
game  time.  1  huddle  off  to  Arena  C,  where  Pat  is 
the  first  to  compete.  The  ref  explained  the  rules 
and  the  format. 

"There  are  a  total  of  three  sets,  and  two  win- 
ning throws  takes  a  set.  The  first  competitor  to 
win  two  sets  moves  on  to  the  next  round.  Best 
of  luck  to  everyone,  and  let's  play!" 

Pat  gears  up  against  his  opponent.  He's  near- 
ly the  same  size  as  Pat,  only  twenty  years  older 
and  smeared  with  an  angry,  drunken  stare.  Not 
the  type  you'd  like  to  cross  in  a  dark  alley. 

The  ref  counted  down,  and  the  fists  swung 
their  primes. 

"One,  two,  three  go!" 

Pat  throws  a  rock,  and  he  takes  down  drunk- 
enly-thrown  scissors. 

"Honestly,  who  throws  scissors?"  one  ob- 
server shouts.  Pat  smirks.  Drunk  guy  looks  like 
he's  about  to  take  a  crow  bar  to  the  crowd. 

"One,  two,  three  go!" 

Pat  tosses  a  paper,  and  looks  away  in  disgust 
as  he  gets  torn  apart  by  another  scissors. 


"One  to  one,"  the  ref  announced.  "Get  set. 
One,  two,  three  go!" 

Pat  unfurls  another  paper,  and  a  third  scis- 
sors takes  him  down. 

"1  can't  believe  he  went  with  the  toolbox  in 
the  first  set,"  someone  observed  of  Pat's  oppo- 
nent. "That's  ballsy." 

Pat  is  visibly  shaken.  The  next  set  begins, 
and  his  face  is  down,  unable  to  look  away  from 
his  fist.  His  opponent  is  eyeballing  him,  like  a 
snake  coiling  to  attack. 

The  next  set  ends  quickly.  Pat  goes  rock,  and 
his  opponent  has  paper.  Pat  throws  down  pa- 
per, and  the  scissors  fillet  him  alive.  He's  out  of 
the  competition,  one  of  the  first. 

I  pat  him  on  the  back,  and  steer  him  out  of 
the  pile  to  see  if  we  can  find  Josh. 

He's  over  at  Arena  K,  and  we  see  him  walk 
towards  us  smiling  a  weak  grin  of  shattered  ex- 
pectations. 

"How'd  you  do,"  Pat  asked. 

"Lost,"  Josh  answered.  "He  was  cutting  me 
up  all  night." 
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//  ROCK,  PAPER,  SCISSORS  IN  DEPTH 


The  Character  of  Rock 

Rock,  represented  by  a  closed  fist, 
is  commonly  perceived  as  the  most 
aggressive  throw.  It  taps  into  memo- 
ries of  fist  fights,  tall  and  unmoving 
mountains,  rugged  boulders  and 
the  stone  ax  of  the  caveman.  With- 
out realizing  it,  most  players  think 
of  Rock  as  a  weapon  and  will  fall 
back  on  it  for  protection  when  other 
strategies  appear  to  be  failing. 


Typical  Rock  Player        Typical  Paper  Player     Typical  Scissors  Player 


The  Character  of  Paper 

There  is  nothing  aggressive  about  the 
limp  documents  that  move  through 
our  desks  and  offices.  Some  players, 
who  unconsciously  perceive  Paper  as 
weak  or  a  sign  of  surrender,  will  shy 
away  from  using  it  entirely  or  drop  it 
from  their  game  when  they  are  fall- 
ing behind.  On  the  other  hand.  Paper 
also  connects  with  a  player's  percep- 
tions of  writing.  Paper  has  power  over 
the  masses.  As  such,  some  players 
perceive  Paper  as  a  subtle  attack,  the 
victory  of  modern  culture  over  barba- 
rism. 


The  Character  of  Scissors 

Scissors  are  a  tool.  There  is  still  a 
certain  amount  of  aggression  asso- 
ciated with  scissors.  They  are,  after 
all,  sharp  and  dangerous  imple- 
ments. Scissors,  however,  repre- 
sent aggression  that  is  controlled, 
contained,  re-channeled  into  some- 
thing constructive.  Scissors  are  of- 
ten perceived  as  a  clever  or  crafty 
throw,  a  well-planned  outflanking 
maneuver.  Players  are  more  likely 
to  use  scissors  when  they  are  con- 
fident or  winning. 


Gambit  Play 

The  use  of  Gambits  in  competitive  RPS  has  been  one  of  the  greatest  and  most 
enduring  breakthroughs  in  RPS  strategy.  A  "Gambit"  is  a  series  of  three  throws 
used  with  strategic  intent.  "Strategic  intent"  in  this  case,  means  that  the  three 
throws  are  selected  beforehand  as  part  of  a  planned  sequence.  Selecting  throws 
in  advance  helps  prevent  unconscious  patterns  from  forming  and  can  some- 
times reduce  tells.  Choosing  throws  in  groups  of  three  will  prevent  you  from 
switching  to  a  purely  reactive  game  while  leaving  you  numerous  decision-points 
to  keep  the  strategy  adaptable. 


The  "Great  Eight"  Gambits 


The  mathematically  inclined  will  quickly  realize  that  there  are  only  twenty-seven 
possible  Gambits.  All  of  them  have  been  used  and  documented  in  tournament 
play 

The  "Great  Eight"  Gambits  are  the  eight  most  widely  used.  There  is  nothing 
about  these  eight  that  make  them  superior  to  any  other  Gambits,  although  as  a 
group  they  can  be  very  ef- 
fective. Several  high-level 
players  built  careers  on 
just  these  eight  Gambits. 
They  are,  sorted  alphabeti- 
cally by  their  most  com- 
mon names: 

Avalanche  (RRR) 
Bureaucrat  (PPP) 
Crescendo  (PSR) 
Denouement  (RSP) 
Fistful  0'  Dollars  (RPP) 
Paper  Dolls  (PSS) 
Scissor  Sandwich  (PSP) 
Toolbox  (SSS) 

Excerpts  and  images  taken 
from  the  Rock  Paper  Scis- 
sors Hand  Book. 


HELP  WANTED 


CHRISTMAS  GIFT  WRAPPERS 

Creative  individuals,  locations — Down- 
town Toronto,  North  York,  Richmond 
Hill,  Thomhill.  Managers  to  .$10.50/hour 
+  bonu.ses.  Wrappers  to  $8.85/hour  Full/ 
Part  time.  December  1-24. 416-533-9727  or 
www.torontowraps.com 

EITELBACH  CHOCOLATES 

Retail  sales  help  wanted  for  Saturdays 
and  Sundays.  Also  seasonal  Christmas 
sales  help  wanted  during  week  and 
evenings.  Bloor/Bay  and  King/Bay  loca- 
tions. Please  indicate  availability  on 
application.  Fax;  (416)  256-0925  e-mail: 
sales@eitelbach.com 


Advertise  in  \k  Vmit^ 

ads@thevarsity.ca 
416-946-7604 


VOLUNTEERS  FOR  GIGGLESHORTS 

Giggleshorts  Int.  Comedy  Short  Film  Fes- 
tival is  Nov  16-19  2006,  at  the  old  Poor 
Alex  Theatre  in  the  Annex.  Giggleshorts 
requires  volunteers  who  love  comedy  to 
assist  in  the  festival.  Please  call  416-924-7201 
or  email  production@giggleshorts.com 
www.giggleshorts.com 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


COZY  VICTORIAN  (ANNEX:  WALK 
UOFT)  HOME: 

Basement  self-contained  apt,  furnished, 
laundry,  TV.  hi  sp.  internet;  4  month  lea.se, 
non-smoking:  $680  Dec.  1st  416-537-3222 


FOR  SALE 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


OILSKIN  COATS-T's  the  Season. 

Quality  waterproof  coats  made  from  100% 
cotton.  Long  lasting  and  outstanding  style. 
Full  length  from  $159.  and  mid-length  $145. 
Hats  are  $25.  www.australian-shop.ca 
Tel.  416-322-5826. 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042,  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 


10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  or  signup.  Just  dial  10-10-940 
before  your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on 
your  local  Bell  bill,  www.1010940.com 


TUTORING 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  special- 
izing in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  CHM  138, 
139, 247,  ECO  220,  PHYS  110,  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  WITH  SOLUTIONS  AVAIL- 
ABLE FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)785-8898. 

TUTOR:  ESL-CERTIFIED,  PROFESSIONAL 
WRITER/EDITOR 

MA,  background  in  health  sciences 
416-769-4141. 


EDITING 


EXPERT  EDITOR 

Thorough  editing  of  theses,  term 
papers,  and  applications  on  hard  copy 
or  computer  file.  Expertise  in  human 
rights,  world  business,  bestediting.ca 
Call  V  Smith,  416-690-2576. 


Advertise  in 
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Or  call 
416-946-7604 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  emaiL  DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue- 
Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon.  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6.  Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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Racial 
profiling  a 
reality:  panel 


Sana  Ahmed 

VARSITY  STAFF 


While  walking  with  some  of  his  Tamil 
friends  late  at  night  in  Scarborough, 
Elango  Cheran  became  the  brunt  of 
racist  slur.  A  nearby  group  of  white 

youths  yelled  out  "f  Tamils"  in 

their  direction. 

A  member  of  the  Tamil  Students'  As- 
sociation, Cheran  said  he  was  "obvi- 
ously shocked  at  the  insult." 

Nevertheless,  he  was  also  im- 
pressed at  the  "perpetrator's  ability  to 
be  able  to  identify  his  ethnicity  so  ac- 
curately— something  which  would  not 
have  happened  in  America,"  where  he 
grew  up,  Cheran  told  the  audience 
Tuesday  at  a  "Hot  Talks  @  Hart  House" 
discussion  on  racial  profiling. 

He  was  of  the  many  panelists  who 
discussed  the  racial  profiling  and  blan- 
ket stereotyping  of  minority  groups 
that  occurs  in  the  post-9/11  world. 

"Today,  racial  profiling  is  extremely 
detrimental  to  society  because  of 
being  very  general  in  nature."  said 
Nazim  Baksh,  a  CBC  producer  and  a 
2005/2006  Canadian  Journalism  Fel- 
low at  U  of  T. 

"None  of  us  can  condone  the  end 
result  of  racial  profiling,  but  we  also 
cannot  deny  that  the  Muslim  commu- 
nity has  been  placed  under  an  unfair 
microscope." 

Baksh  said  Muslim  men  face  similar 
problems  as  other  minority  groups. 
"Muslim  men  all  over  the  world  are 
also  being  unfairly  targeted  because 
they  might  match  a  certain  stereo- 
type." 

Fitting  the  profile  of  young,  bearded 
Muslim  male  himself,  Baksh  has  felt 
racial  profiling  first-hand  on  a  com- 
mercial airliner  in  America. 

While  reading  the  9/11  Commission 
Report,  Baksh  said  he  was  "escorted 
from  his  seat  and  humiliated  by  an 
Air  Marshall  for  the  choice  of  such  a 
book." 

U  of  T  criminology  Professor  Scott 
Wortley  was  also  present  at  the  talk. 
Wortley  claimed  that  "racial  profiling 
is  also  practised  by  the  Canadian  po- 
lice and  criminal  justice  system." 

"Race  is  a  crucial  factor  why  certain 
groups  become  targets  of  surveillance. 
Blacks  are  four  times  more  likely  to  be 
stopped  by  police  than  their  white 
counterparts,"  explained  Wortley. 

"Because  black  neighbourhoods  are 
put  under  surveillance,  the  chances 
of  a  black  youth  getting  caught  while 
smoking  marijuana  are  extremely 
high,  as  opposed  to  a  [white]  U  of  T 
student  doing  the  same  thing." 

As  a  result,  Wortley  asserted  that 
"in  Canada,  race  does  matter." 

The  main  interactions  police  have 
with  blacks  and  other  minority  groups 
are  during  "abnormal  situations,"  said 
Wortley. 

"Therefore,  these  situations  do  not 
always  present  a  correct  picture  about 
such  communities.  Instead,  they  end 
up  strengthening  stereotypes  about 
such  groups." 

"What  kind  of  messages  are  we 
sending  to  black  youth  today  when 
they  see  that  prisons  are  overrep- 
resented  with  Aboriginal  and  black 
Canadians?" 
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//MUSIC  TO  THEIR  EARS 


COME  PLAY  WITH  US:  Sharon  Sadry,  Jani  Frerichs,  and  Justus  Raepple 
are  the  faces  behind  U  of  T's  chapter  of  MusicBox  Children's  Charity,  which 
was  founded  by  a  pair  of  U  of  T  students  in  2002. 

MusicBox  runs  weekly  music  classes  at  community  centres  in  underpriv- 
iledged  neighbourdhoods,  such  as  Regent  Park  and  Scadding  Court.  One 
class  invovles  music  appreciation,  where  MusicBox  volunteers  jam  with 


kids  on  instruments  from  a  large  suitcase  that  they  lug  along. 

The  U  of  T  chapter  was  started  in  September,  and  this  month  it  is  expand- 
ing its  reach  with  three  more  pilot  projects  with  partner  organizations  in 
the  city.  They're  always  looking  for  more  volunteers  to  share  share  their 
passion  for  music,  said  chapter  president  Frerichs,  a  second-year  interna- 
tional relations  student  at  Trinity  College.  "The  idea  is  to  grow,"  she  said. 


At  the  pub,  Layton  talks  tuition 


Ben  Spurr 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Jack  Layton  has  had  it  up  to  here  with 
Stephen  Harper's  environmental  policies 
and  hiscoziness  with  Bush. 


Talking  and  laughing  with  a  handlul 
of  students  at  a  local  pub  on  Tues- 
day night,  and  dipping  his  famous 
moustache  into  a  glass  of  red  wine. 
Jack  Layton  joked  he  couldn't  imag- 
ine Stephen  Harper  in  a  similar  set- 
ting. The  NDP  leader  has  a  knack  for 
talking  to  young  people  that's  com- 
ing in  handy  on  a  current  campus 
tour  that  has  him  crisscrossing  the 
country  from  Dalhousie  to  UBC. 

Layton  and  NDP  MP  Olivia  Chow, 
Canada's  most  famous  political 
couple,  are  touring  universities 
while  parliament  is  out  of  session 
in  an  attempt  to  shore  up  support 
for  a  federal  election  that,  Layton 
hinted,  could  come  as  early  as  next 
spring. 

In  a  short  speech  at  Hart  House 


//TORONTO  VOTES  '06:  HOW  THEY  DID 


Despite  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  city  council  candidates,  Monday's 
municipal  elections  still  managed 
to  disappoint.  Only  one  incumbent 
was  unseated  and  turn-out  was 
about  the  same  as  in  2003. 
The  City  Idol  candidates  we  have 
followed  did  well  (for  newbies). 
Asked  if  they  would  repeat  the  ex- 
perience, each  replied  with  a  cat- 
egoric "Yes!" 


Desmond  Cole 

(Ward  20) 

Votes  received: 

750  (5%) 


"I'm  looking  for  the  best  position  in 
ttie  community  where  I  can  continue 
to  fight  for  the  issues  I  care  about" 


on  Tuesday,  Layton  stuck  to  a  few 
key  themes,  criticizing  the  Harper 
government's  policies  on  the  envi- 
ronment, post-secondary  educa- 
tion, and  the  war  in  Afghanistan. 

At  the  forefront  of  his  platform  is 
a  radical  restructuring  of  Canada's 
energy  policy  to  make  use  of  re- 
newable resoufces,  including  solar 
power.  "Imagine  we  had  a  million 
rooftops  [equipped  with  solar  pan- 
els], and  when  the  sun  is  shining 
reasonably  forcefully,  we're  power 
generators  instead  of  power  con- 
sumers," he  said.  "This  is  possible. 
All  it  takes  is  a  bit  of  vision,  a  bit  of 
investment." 

The  NDP  leader  is  hoping  that 
his  views  on  energy  conservation 
and  global  warming  will  strike  a  big 
chord  with  Canadian  voters.  The 
election  in  the  spring  could  "be  the 
first  election  where  the  issue  of  cli- 


Bahar  Aminvaziri 

(Ward  26) 


Votes  received: 
215  (1.3%) 


"/  need  to  finish  my  masters  paper, 
pass  my  professional  engineer 
exam,  and  think  about  further  pro- 
fessional opportunities" 


mate  change  and  the  environment 
becomes  the  decisive  issue  in  an 
election  campaign,"  he  said. 

On  Tuesday,  Layton  character- 
ized the  country's  education  sys- 
tem as  dilapidated,  and  said  that 
public  money  is  invested  in  produc- 
ing graduates  who  often  end  up  un- 
able to  do  what  they  were  trained 
for. 

Last  week,  the  NDP  unveiled  a 
new  plan  for  education  funding, 
aimed  at  reducing  the  financial 
burden  on  Canada's  students.  The 
party  is  pushing  to  scrap  two  exist- 
ing student  grant  plans — the  Cana- 
da Education  Savings  Plan  and  the 
Textbook  Tax  Credit — and  use  the 
money  to  give  $1,500  to  every  stu- 
dent with  Canada  Student  Loans. 

The  party  says  the  plan  would 

SEE1AYT0N'-PG2 


Amarjeet  Chhabra 

(Ward  43) 

Votes  received: 

351  (2.9%) 


"/  have  no  regrets.  It  was  a  tremen- 
dous learning  experience  and  I'm 
ready  to  run  again  in  four  years." 
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Overseas 

^  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 
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Bill  Gates  didit  -  so  can  YOU! 


Experienced  financiers  seek  innovative 
business  ideas  to  commercialize  in 
partnership  with  YOU. 

Put  your  ideas  to  work! 

Email  Irv  Tee  now  at 
bizsearch@rogers.com 
or  call  (905)  709-4357 


//NATIONAL NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Student  paper,  Global 
News  taken  to  court 
in  B.C. 

The  Douglas  Student  Union,  at 
Vancouver's  Douglas  College, 
is  suing  Global  News  and  Simon 
Fraser  University's  student  pa- 
per the  Peak,  after  both  outlets 
published  statements  from  a 
contentious  audit  of  the  student 
union's  finances. 

The  audit,  commissioned  by 
DSU  itself,  makes  allegations 
of  financial  mismanagement  by 
staff  and  elected  members  of 
the  student  union.  DSU  is  chal- 
lenging the  audit  report,  and 
DSU  Finance  and  Services  Coor- 
dinator Joey  Hansen  is  suing  for 
libel,  saying  his  reputation  has 
been  damaged  by  the  publicized 
claims  of  the  report. 

"The  auditor  failed  to  inter- 
view key  DSU  board  members, 
including  the  individuals  who 
served  as  the  DSU  treasurer  and 
board  chair  during  the  time  the 
auditor  focused  on  the  review," 


Hansen  stated  in  an  open  letter 
to  the  Peak. 

Lacking  confidence  in  DSU  fi- 
nances, Douglas  College  admin- 
istrators have  withheld  funding 
from  DSU  for  over  a  year,  freez- 
ing many  of  the  union's  opera- 
tions. At  the  same  time,  DSU 
itself  is  being  sued  by  Douglas 
College,  in  an  effort  to  send  the 
student  union  into  receivership, 
and  have  financial  professionals 
take  over  the  union's  bookkeep- 
ing. 

— ANORfBOVEE-BEGUN 

'Group  of  Seven'  sues 
students  at  SFU 

As  expected,  seven  members  of 
the  Simon  Fraser  Student  Society 
have  gone  to  court  to  challenge 
a  student  vote  impeaching  them. 
At  an  Oct.  25  Special  General 
Meeting  called  by  the  university 
forum,  students  voted  to  remove 
the  so-called  "G?"  from  office, 
but  the  vote  may  be  overturned 
in  the  BC  Supreme  Court. 


According  to  the  lawsuit,  the 
forum  meeting  that  called  the 
SGM  was  cancelled  by  G7  mem- 
ber Glyn  Lewis,  making  it  only 
an  informal  gathering  with  no 
authority.  Impeachment  sup- 
porters say  Lewis  himself  lacked 
the  authority  to  cancel  the  meet- 
ing, and,  fearing  G7  interference 
if  they  held  the  vote  at  an  alter- 
nate, G7-hosted  meeting,  they 
went  ahead  with  the  SGM. 

Impeachment  proponent 
an  Jones,  named  in  the  law 
spoke  on  behalf  of  the  other  re- 
spondents. "We  feel  it's  really 
unfortunate  that  we  have  to  be 
another  CFS  confusion,  that  has 
to  go  to  court." 

SPSS  is  a  member  of  the  Cana- 
dian Federation  of  Students,  and 
the  G7  are  accused  of  favouring 
the  CFS  health  plan  over  the 
competition  for  their  student 
health  insurance. 

Distrust  and  resentment  have 
run  high  on  both  sides  of  the  de- 
bate, which  has  its  initial  court 
date  next  week. 
— A.B.-B. 


lAYTON'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

also  bolster  federal  funding  for 
post-secondary  education,  allow- 
ing universities  and  colleges  to 
freeze  tuitions. 

At  the  end  of  his  speech,  Layton 
restated  his  position  on  Afghani- 


If  you  know  someone 
who's  contributed, 

we'd  like  to  return  the  favour 

The  Awarxis  of  Excellence  will  once  again  recognize  and  reward  the 
above-and-beyond  contribations  of  your  University  ofToronto  colleagues. 
Until  Monday,  December  1 1,  2006  at  5:00  p.m.,  the  U  of T  Alumni  Association 
is  pleased  to  welcome  your  nominations  for  these  2007  awards. 


FACULTY  AWARD 

CAROLYN  TUOHY  IMPACT 
ON  PUBLIC  POLICY  AWARD 

CHANCELLOR'S  AWARD 


JOAN  E.  FOLEY  QUALITY  OF 
STUDENT  EXPERIENCE  AWARD 


LUDWIK  AND  ESTELLE  JUS 
MEMORIAL  HUMAN  RIGHTS  PRIZE 


NORTHROP  FRYE  AWARDS 


A  S  i  ,000  prize  !"ecognizing  excellence  in  teaching,  ,'-esea'"ch 
and  professional  endeavours. 

A  S  i  ,5(X)  award  honouring  excellence  in  teaching,  research  and 
the  impact  of  Kholarship  on  pubiic  policy. 

Two  $  1 ,000  prizes  for  outstanding  contributions  by  administrative  staff 
-one  in  an  early-to-mid  careei'  position  and  one  in  a  senior  ieve!  position. 

A  $  1 ,000  award  to  a  student,  alumnus/a,  administrative  staff  or 
faculty  member  who  has  made  a  significant  contribution  to  improving 
the  qualit)'  of  academic  or  extra-curricular  student  life  on  campus. 

A  %  1 ,500  prize  recognizing  positive  and  iasting  contributjons  to 
education  and  action  in  the  fight  against  discrimination. 
Nominations  ane  open  to  faculty,  staff  and  students. 

In  recognrtion  of  distinguished  achievements  linking  teaching  and 
research,  a  $2,000  prize  will  be  awarded  to  a  fecutty  nnember  and 
$6,000  to  a  department  or  division. 


I  UNIVERSITY 
<^ TORONTO 


For  forms  and  further  information,  please  visit  www.alumni.utoronto.ca  or 
contact  Linda  Wells  at  416-978-6536  or  linda.wells@utoronto.ca 
Division  of  University  Advancement 
J.  Robert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House 
2 1  King's  College  Circle 
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Stan,  which  advocates  the  use  of 
diplomacy  over  military  action.  It's 
a  platform  which  has  upset  many 
Canadians  because  it  involves  ne- 
gotiating with  the  vilified  Taliban. 

"The  mission  is  wrong  because 
it's  completely  out  of  balance," 
said  Layton.  "We're  spending  nine 
dollars  on  the  war  we're  fighting  in 
the  South  [of  Afghanistan]  for  ev- 
ery one  dollar  we're  spending  on 
humanitarian  aid  and  reconstruc- 
tion." 

After  the  speech,  Layton,  Chow 
and  two  dozen  supporters  retired 


to  the  Duke  of  York  to  give  students 
a  chance  to  "meet  the  man  behind 
the  moustache"  while  wetting  their 
whistles.  On-hand  were  the  leaders 
of  U  of  T's  NDP  club  as  well  as  at 
least  three  members  of  the  SAC  ex- 
ecutive. 

Layton  lent  his  ear  to  SAC  chair- 
person Jen  Hassum  for  ten  minutes 
to  discuss  education  funding.  The 
third  most  powerful  man  in  the 
country  told  Hassum  not  to  hesi- 
tate to  contact  him  any  time. 

"You've  got  privileges,"  he  said 
with  a  smile. 


Where  is  your  degree 
taking  you? 


UNLIMIT  YOURSELF 
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THE  UNIVERSITl'  PROFESSOR 

LECTURE  SERIES 

AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Aging  and  Memory: 
Downhill  All  the  Way? 

Fergus  Craik 

Department  of  Psychology 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 


Tuesday,  November  28,  2006 
7:30  pm 

George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  15  Devonshire  Place 

FREE  ADMISSION  •  GENERAL  SEATING  •  DOORS  OPEN  AT  6:30  RM. 


For  more  information,  visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca  or  call  (416)  946-5937. 
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The  University  Professor  Lecture  Sertes  is  presented  by  the         O  L  O  B  A  L 
Global  Knowledge  Foundation  and  sponsored  by  the  kIsTovVlTdG^ 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  and  the  Elderwood  Foundation.         FOUND  AT  I  ON 


opinions@thevarsity.ca 


VARS 


COMMENT 


THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  16, 2006  3 


//FACEBOOK  FOIBLES 


Fueling  instant  nostalgia 


Daniel  Karasik 


We're  conditioned  to  crave  the  "quintessential" 
university  experience,  nevermind  wlietlier  that 
experience  is  in  fact  desirable.  Nevermind,  for 
that  matter,  who  defines  "quintessential,"  and 
why,  and  with  what  authority.  The  conditioning 
is  all. 

Facebook,  the  social  phenomenon  of  the  mo- 
ment, exploits  that  notion  in  a  most  insidious 
way. 

Facebook's  primary  function,  aside  from  pro- 
crastination, is  to  convince  you  of  the  great  time 
you're  not  having  in  school.  And  to  remind  you 
that  your  friends  and  classmates  are  plugged 
into  that  quintessential  experience  from  which 
you  have,  perhaps,  found  yourself  excluded. 

This  idea  of  a  quintessential  university  experi- 
ence has  obvious  origins.  Pop  culture,  which  is 
largely  to  say  American  pop  culture,  has  created 
a  lexicon  for  talking  about  post-secondary  life. 
The  buzzwords:  freedom,  rowdiness,  experi- 
mentation, promiscuity,  partying,  drinking,  get- 
ting-high. 

For  the  generation  of  many  of  our  parents,  the 
iconic  film  was  National  Lampoon's  Animal  House. 
Today  you  could  talk  about  Old  School  and  Will 
Ferrell.  Bleeding-heart  art-rockers  Death  Cab  For 
Cutie  sing  about  collegiate  lust  and  heartbreak. 
Tom  Wolfe,  in  /  Am  Charlotte  Simmons,  creates 
scandal — not  to  mention  readership — by  writ- 
ing about  the  supposedly  myriad  immoralities 
of  the  modern  undergrad. 

Facebook  not  only  tells  the  same  story,  it  tells 
it  with  the  pictures  of  everyone  you  know.  It 
tells  that  story  in  the  language  of  faces.  By  post- 
ing pictures  of  revelry  or  chatting  with  friends 
in  the  hippest  jargon  of  the  moment,  we're  able 
to  refashion  our  identities  through  a  process  of 
selection  and  omission — ^what  we  show,  what  we 
hide. 

This  identity-making  has  a  kind  of  despera- 
tion in  it.  Ever  wonder  why  those  pictures  of 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE 


Rumsfeld  has  resigned,  and 
Washington  is  hastily  rethinking 
its  Iraq  strategy.  Yet  despite  the 
insurgency  quagmire  and  the  lack 
of  WMDs,  JOSHUA  XiONG  still  believes 
that  the  U.S.  did  the  right  thing  by 
invading  Iraq  and  toppling  Saddam. 
Go  to  www.thevarsity.ca  to  find  out  Why  I 
supported  the  war,  and  still  do. 


kill  Li 


Rummy  never  could  point  to  an  exit  strategy. 


Drinking  and  socializing  with  chums  are  key  parts 
of  the  classic  university  experience.  But  where  on 
Facebook  are  pictures  of  homework  and  bus  lines? 

your  friend's  party  are  up  on  Facebook  within  six 
hours  of  the  party  ending,  before  it  seems  con- 
ceivable that  your  friend  could've  stumbled  out 
of  bed?  Is  it  possible  to  feel  nostalgic  so  soon? 

No.  Through  her  hangover,  your  Facebook- 
ing  friend  is  offering  up  an  existential  proof:  she 
lives,  yes,  but  also,  she  lives  correctly,  as  is  ex- 
pected of  her  in  a  university  setting. 

Your  Facebook-found  elementary  school  chum 
is  confirming  himself  before  the  watching  world, 
confirming  that  he  drinks  the  requisite  amount 
of  beer,  smokes  the  necessary  pittance  of  pot, 
and  gestures  in  an  appropriately  shallow  fashion 
at  the  bodies  of  attractive  others. 

Whether  these  friends  really  do  live  in  a  state 
of  constant  social  buzz  is  suspect.  What's  certain 
is  that  they  feel  the  need  to  convince  you  that 
they  do.  But  is  this  really  what  all  our  university 
experiences  are  like?  Why  are  there  no  pictures 
on  Facebook  of  harried-looking  neurotics  hud- 
dled over  their  biology  texts  in  damp  basement 
apartments?  Where  are  the  pictures  of  our  class- 
mates slaving  away  at  their  lousy  retail  jobs?  If 
the  typical  U  of  T  student  spends  more  time 
commuting  than  partying,  where  on  Facebook 
can  I  find  pictures  of  said  student  cozying  up  to  a 
friendly  metal  pole  on  the  TTC? 

These  experiences  are  no  less  intrinsic  to  the 
life  of  the  average  student  than  raucous  revelry. 
Yet  they  are  not  the  experiences  documented 
on  Facebook.  By  recording  only  proofs  of  that 
mythical,  "quintessential"  university  lifestyle, 
Facebook  gives  us  the  tools  to  convince  our- 
selves that  such  a  lifestyle  exists. 

And  really,  who  am  1  to  say  it  doesn't?  Maybe  I 
should  sublet  my  cave  on  Mars  and  head  down 
to  the  Green  Room. 

But  it  is  indeed  disturbing  that,  limping  home 
at  midnight  from  class  and  the  library  and  work, 
we  rush  so  eagerly  to  the  computer  to  upload 
pictures  of  drunken  Hallowe'en  fun. 

If  you  can  document  the  fun,  surely  it  hap- 
pened. 

If  it  happened,  surely  you  can  define  yourself 
by  it. 

And  it  can  be  much  more  comforting  to  find 
definition  in  a  satisfying,  Facebook-approved 
myth  than  in  unsettled,  imperfect  reality. 


Post  carefully — employers 
are  watching 


Jonny  Timms 


According  to  a  recent  Varsity  article,  politi- 
cians like  Michael  Ignatieff  are  now  using 
Facebook  to  get  their  messages  out.  But  it 
seems  like  they  are  not  the  only  ones  jump- 
ing on  the  networking  bandwagon.  While  you 
may  still  be  safe  in  the  knowledge  that  your 
Luddite  parents  cannot  see  the  results  of  last 
night's  ten  pitchers,  your  potential  employer 
can. 

Recent  reports  indicate  that  social  net- 
working sites  are  now  being  used  for  employ- 
ee-screening purposes.  To  call  this  situation 
unsettling  would  be  an  understatement  of  sig- 
nificant proportion,  particularly  since  Face- 
book  is  supposed  to  be  a  "university-only" 
space.  It  seems  that  blogging,  wall-posting, 
and  uploading  photos  and  video  clips — sta- 
ples of  the  creative  revolution  meant  to  be 
private  expressions  of  personality — are,  in 
fact,  not  so  private.  By  unreservedly  sharing 
oneself  online,  the  different  faces  one  pres- 
ents to  the  outside  world  can  suddenly  be 
cross-referenced  against  an  electronic  one. 

A  friend  of  mine  on  Facebook  lists  "smokin' 
blunts  wit  da  homies"  as  one  of  his  activi- 
ties and  names  ''Tits  of  Fury,  Moulin  Splooge 
and  Shaving  Ryan's  Privates"  as  his  favourite 
films.  While  I  know  he's  posturing,  a  profile 
like  that  is  clearly  not  going  to  do  him  any 
favours  in  the  job  market. 

Similarly,  many  of  the  photos  and  postings 
on  the  website  relate  to  drunken  and  disor- 
derly behaviour.  The  university  lifestyle  be- 
ing what  it  is,  how  you  managed  to  find  your 
way  home  from  that  Hallowe'en  party  on 
your  broomstick  becomes  a  hotly  debated 
issue.  Can  there  be  a  better  way  than  online 
posting  to  document  the  best  years  of  your 
life,  from  frosh  week  to  finals?  Sex,  clicks  and 
rock'n'roll.  This  is  all  potential  dirt,  though, 
that  could  come  back  to  haunt  you  next 
Hallowe'en. 

The  Career  Centre  at  U  of  T  has  even  sug- 
gested that  students  clean  up  their  Facebook 


profiles.  Yet  surely  this  need  for  self-cen- 
sorship denies  students  and  workers  the 
right  to  self-expression  when  they  are  not 
(yet)  on  the  company  clock.  In  an  age  when 
self-fashioning  is  closely  tied  to  a  person's 
online  profile,  "cleaning  it  up"  becomes  an 
encroachment  of  one's  liberties.  Moreover, 
self-censoring  one's  online  personality  goes 
against  the  very  purpose  of  the  social  net- 
working websites. 

There  is  no  obvious  solution  to  this  issue. 
The  recent  rumours  about  Facebook  be- 
ing bought  by  big  conglomerates  serve  as  a 
reminder  that  these  sites  are  owned  by  the 
same  business  interests  that  recruit  young 
graduates.  This  conflict  of  interest  means 
that  the  only  viable  way  to  maintain  one's  on- 
line integrity  is  to  boycott  Facebook,  but  that 
won't  happen  anytime  soon.  Indeed,  there 
were  plans  for  mass  defection  in  September 
after  the  introduction  of  'The  News  Feed,' 
which  enabled  users  to  easily  pry  into  the 
activities  of  those  in  their  online  circle.  Two 
months  later,  rather  than  abandoned,  Face- 
book  is  in  fact  more  popular  than  ever. 

As  a  frequent  "Facebooker,"  I  have  thought 
about  this  problem  a  great  deal.  Frustrat- 
ingly,  I  can  also  see  it  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  employers  in  an  increasingly  competitive 
job  market. 

So  my  defeatist  suggestion  to  you  is  as  fol- 
lows: rather  than  shying  away  from  the  inter- 
net, consider  Facebook  and  all  your  online 
activity  an  opportunity  to  practice  "employ- 
ment judo."  Just  as  politicians  are  using  Face- 
book  in  their  campaigns,  so  we  must  post 
some  of  our  qualifications  chosen  from  a  CV 
for  employers  to  find. 

In  the  end,  I  have  to  be  prepared  to  take  re- 
sponsibility for  what  I  upload:  every  interest 
I  pursue,  every  photo  I  am  (or  am  not)  privy 
to,  every  article  I  write,  and  every  stance  I 
take.  Of  course,  I'd  like  to  think  that  when 
applying  for  work  I'd  be  judged  not  on  atti- 
tude but  aptitude,  but  that  seems  unlikely  in 
the  internet  age. 


//QUOTABLE 


"Prime  Minister  Harper  has  promised  to  cut  the  GST  by  another 
cent.  And  what  I'm  saying  is  that  cent  he's  cutting  should  come  to 
municipalities  across  this  country. " 


-  Mayor  David  Miller  demands  more  tax  revenue  for  Toronto  in  his  victory 


speech 

Are  we  the  only  ones  confused  by  the  wording  of  Mayor  Miller's  recent  request  for 
more  federal  and  provincial  funding?  How  can  "one  cent"  of  anything  help  balance  our 
books  or  improve  services?  Can  we  really  build  a  new  subway  line  for  one  shiny  penny? 

If  the  mayor  would  like  the  city  to  keep  one  penny  out  of  every  14  cents  we  send  to 
Ottawa,  he  should  explain  that  more  clearly,  especially  since  Harper  plans  to  cut  one 
per  cent  from  the  GST,  not  a  single  penny,  as  the  mayor  has  implied  above. 

If,  however,  Miller  has  decided  that  "cent"  is  the  new  "per  cent,"  he  should  have 
mentioned  it  during  his  campaign,  so  we  could  have  opposed  this  linguistic  lunacy. 
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//SCIENCE  IN  BRIEF 


Of  Neanderthals  and  men 

It  has  been  330,000  years  since  we  and 
our  hominid  cousin,  the  Homo  nean- 
derthalensis.  diverged  from  a  common 
ancestor.  Despite  the  evolutionary  dis- 
tance— and  the  extinction  of  the  Ne- 
anderthals— a  recent  genome  study  in 
Berkeley  sequenced  DNA  from  a  fossil- 
ized Neanderthal  femur  and  found  that 
99.5  per  cent  of  our  genome  is  identical 
to  that  of  the  Neanderthals.  Barely  a 
decade  has  passed  since  researchers 
started  using  genetic  techniques  to 
study  Neanderthals,  and  this  innova- 
tion has  brought  important  advances 
to  the  field.  The  challenges  in  sequenc- 
ing Neanderthal  DNA  come  from  both 
degradation  of  the  DNA  in  the  natural 
environment  and  from  contamination 
of  DNA  from  microbes.  By  making  cop- 
ies of  the  DNA  in  a  library  of  fragments, 
researchers  were  able  to  preserve  the 
damaged  sequences  in  an  "immortal" 
collection.  The  team  recovered  only 
about  0.01  per  cent  of  Neanderthal 
DNA  from  the  contaminated  mess  ex- 
tracted from  the  fossils.  Both  Homo 
sapiens  and  Homo  neanderthalensis 
shared  territories  in  Europe  for  thou- 
sands of  years,  but  no  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  crossbreeding  has  ever  been 
found.  While  scientists  are  still  unable 
to  come  to  any  conclusions  about  in- 
terbreeding, researchers  are  confident 
that  studying  Neanderthal  biology  at 
the  genetic  level  will  shed  light  on  the 
most  intriguing  question  about  our 
long-lost  cousins:  where  they  went. 
Source:  Berkeley  Lab  news  service 
— SANDY HUEN 

Packaging  memory 

Research  conducted  by  University  of 
California  at  Irvine  graduate  student 
Melina  Uncapher  has  suggested  that 
memory  is  more  than  the  sum  of  its 
parts.  In  the  study,  twenty-three  sub- 
jects underwent  brain  scans  as  they 
were  presented  with  a  list  of  words, 
appearing  in  different  colours  and 
locations  on  a  screen.  Later,  partici- 
pants were  presented  with  the  same 
words  and  asked  to  identify  those  they 
remembered,  and  what  colour  and 
part  of  the  screen  it  had  appeared  in. 
If  subjects  remembered  the  colour,  a 
particular  area  of  the  brain  associated 
with  colour  processing  was  especially 
active  during  the  recollection.  Activ- 
ity in  an  area  of  the  brain  associated 
with  spatial  processing  was  particu- 
larly strong  when  subjects  recalled  the 
word's  on-screen  location.  However,  if 
the  subject  recalled  the  word,  the  col- 
or and  the  location,  enhanced  activity 
was  shown  in  an  area  called  the  intra- 
parietal  sulcus.  It  appears  to  bind  all 
aspects  of  a  particular  memory  so  that 
contextual  details,  as  well  as  central 
aspects  of  an  event  (e.g.,  word  identity) 
can  be  recalled.  Features  of  an  event 
must  be  brought  together  and  pro- 
cessed as  a  common  unit  of  perception 
in  order  to  be  vividly  remembered. 
Source:  Neuron 
— ABIGAIL  SLINGER 


Ancient  science  'pseudo'  no  more 


JoonhongAhn 


To  some.  Traditional  Chinese  Medi- 
cine may  look  like  the  stuff  of  Fear  Fac- 
tor: pickled  worm  stew,  rotten  plant 
roots,  a  dead  animal  covered  with 
mold,  and  other  strange  substances. 
The  medical  system,  whose  philoso- 
phy was  shaped  by  the  decrees  of 
Chinese  Taoists  long  ago,  is  now  en- 
tering Canadian  medical  practices 
and  legislature. 

In  the  second  instalment  of  The  Var- 
sity's investigation  into  pseudoscienc- 
es,  we  look  at  the  popular  practice  of 
Chinese  medicine,  which  is  often  dis- 
credited in  Western  society  as  mere 
philosophy,  not  science.  However,  its 
philosophical  framework  should  not 
distract  from  the  proven  effectiveness 
of  some  of  its  herbal  remedies.  Some 
herbs  used  in  TCM  have  the  same 
active  ingredients  as  Western  phar- 
maceuticals. Artemisinin,  a  chemi- 
cal used  to  treat  multi-drug  resistant 
strains  of  malaria,  was  discovered 
in  Chinese  wormwood,  long  used  in 
TCM. 

"TCM  helped  over  a  quarter  of  the 
world's  population,"  said  Dr.  Mary 
Xiumei  Wu,  a  medical  doctor  and  the 
president  of  the  Toronto  School  of 
Traditional  Chinese  Medicine.  "[TCM 
has]  5,000  years  of  history." 

The  earliest  TCM  text,  Huang  Di  Nei 
Jing  (Emperor  Huang's  Classic  of  Inter- 


im variety  of  herbs  and  medicines  at  Po  Chi  Tang  Natural  Herbs  on  Dundas  St.  West.  Chinese  medicine  practitioners  may  soon  be 
licensed  "doctors"  with  Ontario's  new  Bill  50. 


nal  Medicine),  was  compiled  around 
2598  BC,  As  Chinese  dynasties  rose 
and  fell,  TCM  matured  into  the  prac- 
tice standardized  by  Mao  Zedong  in 
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the  1960s. 

As  in  Western  medicine,  TCM  starts 
with  a  diagnosis.  Mainly,  this  involves 
questioning  the  patient,  observing 
their  body  and  tongue,  listening  to 
their  voice,  and  feeling  their  pulse.  Af- 
ter diagnosis,  the  patient  is  given  one 
or  more  of  three  major  treatments: 
acupuncture,  herbal  medicine  and 
"tui  na,"  a  massage  to  balance  bodily 
energy  or  ease  its  flow. 

According  to  Wu,  every  disease  is 
treatable  with  TCM.  Each  treatment 
prescribed,  however,  will  feature  a 
different  mix  of  herbs  based  on  the 
individual's  condition.  One  or  two 
main  herbs  will  target  the  illness,  with 
other  herbs  added  to  reduce  the  side- 
effects,  remove  the  toxins  in  the  other 
herbs,  and  amplify  specific  proper- 
ties. 

The  remedies  use  many  parts  of  a 
number  of  plants  and  animals,  as  well 
as  several  minerals.  Some  examples 
of  the  "fundamental  herbs"  include 
giant  hyssop,  from  the  mint  family, 
and  cornaceae,  the  dogwood  family 
of  trees. 

"There  are  many  herbs,  each  with 
different  effects,"  said  Wu,  but  when 
asked  to  give  specific  examples,  she 
warned  that  disclosing  that  informa- 
tion "will  give  people  the  wrong  idea." 

A  common  misconception  about 
TCM  is  that  treatments  always  come 
in  the  form  of  a  black  stew.  Wu  added 
that  they  can  be  also  be  taken  in  pills. 

"[Pills  were]  developed  a  long  time 
ago,"  said  Wu.  "They  used  to  be  pro- 
duced [exclusively]  by  doctors  but 
now  they  are  also  patented  and  pro- 
duced in  factories." 

Canada's  proposed  Traditional 
Chinese  Medicine  Act  (Bill  50),  now 


in  the  final  stages  of  approval,  would 
regulate  Chinese  medicine  and  acu- 
puncture. 

"Integration  of  TCM  into  our  health 
care  would  complement  the  Western 
medical  system.  It  will  reduce  wait  lists 
and  provide  safe  and  better  health 
care  for  more  people,"  said  Wu. 

If  put  into  effect,  the  bill  will  regu- 
late which  TCM  practitioners  can 
use  the  title  of  "doctor,"  and  create  a 
self-governing  regulatory  college  with 
the  authority  to  set  standards  and  re- 
quirements for  TCM.  The  bill,  which 
will  make  Ontario  the  second  prov- 
ince in  Canada  to  regulate  TCM,  after 
British  Columbia,  will  improve  the 
current  medical  system  by  providing 
more  medical  choices. 

While  many  TCM  practitioners  wor- 
ry that  the  bill  will  destroy  their  status 
in  the  industry,  some  are  confident 
the  new  regulations  will  not  change 
the  practice  drastically. 

"If  they  meet  the  standard,  they  will 
get  [the  license],"  said  Wu.  "They  will 
not  need  the  training  but  will  have  to 
[become  licensed.]" 
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Freshly  Pressed 


JORDAN  BIMM,  CHANDLER  LEVACK,  SUMON  MUKHERJEE, 
SAMIR  SIDDIQUI  and  GREG  STUART  flip  through  what's  new 


Infighter  -  S/T  (Independent) 

Sporting  former  members  of  Oasis  tour-mates  Red  Au- 
tumn Fall  and  current  Mint  records  buzz-band  Novil- 
lero,  Toronto  new-wavers  Infigfiter  deliver  tfieir  first 
I  self-titled  independent  release.  A  collection  of  saucy, 
tromantic  Brit-influenced  rock  anthems,  Infighter  is  a 
solid  start  for  these  veteran  scenesters.  Fronted  by 
self-styled  "blazer-boy"  Simeon  Ross,  who  spent  part  of 
2004  walking  across  Canada  to  raise  funds  for  cancer 
;  research,  Infighter  also  benefits  from  contributions  by 
;  co-vocalist  Ami  Spears.  Combining  spiky  guitars,  retro 
synth  lines  and  lyrics  that  actually  mean  something, 
the  record  is  anchored  by  a  killer  rhythm  section  fea- 
turing Gail  Thompson  on  drums  and  Scott  Hildebrandt 
on  bass.  Like  a  sonic  tour  through  the  best  of  brit  rock,  Infighter  wiU  definitely  garner  compari- 
sons to  contemporaries  Editors,  Metric,  Keene  and  old-school  classmates  Shed  7  and  Pulp,  to 
name  a  few.  Standout  tracks  include,  opener  "Regret,"  "The  Actor"  and  dainty  duet  "Deserter." 
— J.B. 

Infighter  play  the  Mod  Club  this  Friday  with  .Tin  Bangs  and  Stirling. 

Rating:  VWW 


Jay-Z  -  Kingdom  Come(Roc-A-Fella) 

Back  in  2003,  Jay-Z  announced  that  The  Black  Album 
would  be  his  final  recording.  But  in  the  world  of  hip- 
hop,  where  getting  murdered  doesn't  even  stop  top  art- 
ists from  producing  new  releases,  it  was  silly  to  think 
someone  as  talented  (and  alive)  as  the  Jigga  would  stay 
down  for  the  count.  His  return.  Kingdom  Come,  is  a  dar- 
ing, if  expected,  effort.  But  despite  being  a  considerably 
tight  offering,  it  is  unable  to  reach  the  heights  of  The 
Black  Album. 

The  record  begins  on  a  high  note,  featuring  Jay- 
fZ  as  energetic  as  ever,  flowing  effortlessly  over  the  Just 
Blaze-produced  tracks  "Oh  My  God,"  "Show  Me  What 
You  Got,"  (the  album's  first  single)  and  the  dark  "Kingdom  Come."  Jay-Z  then  gets  personal  in 
"Lost  Ones,"  one  of  the  album's  best  cuts,  where  he  delves  into  his  intimate  relationships  with 
Damon  Dash  and  Beyonce.  After  these  initial  stellar  cuts,  the  album  sags,  with  Jay  rhyming 
alongside  out-of-place  R&B  crooners  John  Legend  and  Usher  on  "Do  U  Wanna  Ride"  and  "Any- 
thing," respectively.  Dr.  Dre  and  Swizz  Beats  later  provide  hard-hitting  backup  in  "Trouble" 
and  "Dig  A  Hole,"  leading  into  the  Ne-Yo-assisted  "Minority  Report,"  where  Dre's  piano-heavy 
instrumental  complements  Hov's  narrative  about  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina.  Kingdom 
Come  finishes  with  the  long-awaited  collaboration  between  Hov  and  Coldplay's  Chris  Martin.  It 
doesn't  fail  to  impress,  as  Jay,  Martin  and  Dre  provide  the  album's  most  creative  and  original 
cut  with  a  surprisingly  strong  colab.  In  a  genre  where  commercial  releases  rarely  hit  this  level 
of  quality,  it's  easy  to  forgive  Jay  for  coming  back.  — S.S. 


Rating:  VWW 


The  Decemberists  -  The  Crane  Wife  (Capitol) 


Every  indie  band  has  to  have  a  gimmick,  but  on  The 
Decemberists'  senior  album  The  Crane  Wife  (which 
marks  their  the  move  to  EMI-owned  Capitol  Records 
^BL^  from  seminal  label  Kill  Rock  Stars)  they  leave  behind 

,  ithe  sea  shanties  and  folksy  ballads  of  yesteryear  for  a 

^^H/  ^schizophrenic  melange  of  progressive  rock  (example: 

m  the  keyboard  part  halfway  through  "The  Landlord's 

W^^m^^  ^Daughter"),  grunge-like  guitar,  call-and-answer  strings 

%    ^3  Band  disco  bass  lines  that,  oddly,  mesh  well  with  front- 

iman  Colin  Meloy's  fake  British  accent  (the  five-piece 
hails  from  Portland,  Oregon)  and  his  pseudo-Victorian 
lyrics. 

Whereas  2005's  Picaresque  focused  on  over-romanti- 
cized production  with  heavy  emphasis  on  klezmer  (think:  Fiddler  on  the  Roof  lor  people  who 
shop  at  American  Apparel),  The  Crane  Wife  is  a  sophisticated  and  well-tempered  record,  a 
perfect  combination  of  everything  that  makes  the  quirky  quintet  rock.  It's  accessible,  but  still 
makes  one  feel  like  a  Gauloise-smoking  grad  student  listening  to  an  upbeat,  accordion-accom- 
panied tale  about  stolen  moments  shared  by  a  bayonet-carrying  soldier  and  his  pregnant  wife 
at  home.  Now  on  more  commercial  ground,  it  seems  as  if  the  five  finally  found  their  sea  legs. 
— C.L. 


The  Cliks  -  Snakehouse  (Maple  Music) 

iSnakehouse,  the  latest  release  from  loccil  indie-rockers  The 
;  Oiks,  showcases  the  band's  strong  song  writing  talents.  Ac- 
'cording  to  their  website.  The  Cliks  consider  themselves  a 
garage-pop  band,  though  to  me  this  album  displays  clecu- 
pop  sensibilities.  Leadoff  tracks  "Complicated"  (not  an  Avr- 
il  Lavigne  cover)  and  "Oh  Yeah"  are  the  easy  favourites,  and 
while  their  cover  of  Justin  Timberlake's  "Cry  Me  a  River" 
caught  me  by  surprise — the  band  somehow  makes  it  their 
own.  The  songs  are  well  constructed,  with  good  arrange- 
ments and  heartfelt  singing.  Producer  Moe  Berg  (of  Pursuit 
of  Happiness  fame)  captures  the  sound  of  the  band  flaw- 
lessly. While  this  is  a  strong  album,  choosing  a  dirtier  guitar 
sound  might  have  given  the  songs  a  more  needed  edge.  Ad- 
ditionally, more  overdubs  could  have  added  a  lushness  to  counter  the  sparseness  of  certain  songs. 
Regardless,  don't  be  surprised  to  hear  a  song  from  The  Cliks  blaring  on  the  radio  sometime  soon. 
— S.M. 

Rating:  VWW 


Sean  lemon- Friendly  i^re  (Capitol) 

iSean  Lennon  (son  of  a  famous  musician,  we're  not  saying 
"whom)  returns  after  an  eight-year  absence  with  his  sopho- 
i  inore  album  Friendly  Fire.  While  an  eight-year  lapse  is  aw- 
fully long  time,  it  seems  to  have  worked  wonders  for  Len- 
inon,  who  has  blossomed  into  a  sharp  songwriter.  Surely  a 
(reflection  of  the  current  political  debate  in  America,  Sean's 
melancholic  songs  focus  on  violence  and  war.  "Dead  Meat," 
the  lead  single  and  first  track  could  be  interpreted  as  a  song 
of  anger  aimed  squarely  at  the  perpetrators  of  9/lL  While 
Jthe  track  "Friendly  Fire"  also  uses  warfare  as  a  clever  meta- 
phor for  rocky  relationships.  "Spectacle"  is  my  personal 
favourite,  with  stunning  lyrics  and  a  strong  chord  progres- 
sion. Overall,  the  album  strikes  a  somber  tone,  even  in  its 
joyful  moments.  One  might  find  sonic  similarities  to  contemporary  Rufus  Wainwright,  but  this  in  no 
way  detracts  from  Lennon's  achievement.  Let's  hope  it's  not  another  eight  years  till  his  next  release. 
— S.M. 

Sean  Lennon  plays  the  Opera  House  on  December  13. 
Rating:  WW^ 


Bom  Ruffians -S/r(Warp) 

The  Born  Ruffians'  self-titled  debut  EP  captures  the  frenetic 
power  of  one  of  the  most  exciting  bands  currently  on  the 
Toronto  music  scene.  In  opener  "This  Sentence  Will  Ruin/ 
Save  Your  Life,"  singer  Luke  LaLonde  howls  with  despera- 
tion at  the  hectic  nature  of  a  young  man's  life,  frantically 
warbling  about  sex,  essays  and  hunger — the  band  used  to 
fgo  to  U  of  T!  "Hedonistic  Me"  is  a  sweetly  country-tinged  re- 
flection of  growing  old  with  someone  you  love,  featuring  the. 
lyric:  "I  will  learn  to  cook  for  you,  it's  one  thing  that  I  plan  to 
learn  to  do,"  while  closing  track  "7th  Son,"  with  LaLonde's 
wailing  vocal,  sounds  like  some  long  lost  tribal  yell.  This  EP, 
precisely  because  it  is  not  particularly  polished,  manages 
to  capture  the  same  raw,  youthful,  sexual  energy  that  the 
Born  Ruffians  display  when  they  take  to  the  stage.  LaLonde's  crisp  guitar  work  is  beautifully  compli- 
mented by  Mitch  DeRosier's  kinetic  bass  lines  and  drummer  Steve  Hamelin's  hooky  pounding  of  his 
kit.  This  EP  is  proof  of  just  how  powerful  three  people  can  be,  buy  it  if  you  want  to  witness  the  begin- 
ning of  one  of  Toronto's  most  refreshingly  versatile  groups  that's  set  to  take  the  world  stage.  — G.S. 


Rating:  WW^ 


//  BECKERMAN  STORY  CONTAINED  ERRORS 


The  Varsity  printed  three  factual  errors  in  a  Nov.  9  feature  on  author  Marty  Beckerman. 
Beckerman  has  informed  us  that  several  things  we  quoted  him  as  saying  were  erroneous. 
Firstly,  to  his  knowledge,  no  children  in  the  U.S.  have  been  put  in  foster  care  because 
they  were  overweight.  Secondly,  there  is  currently  no  U.S.  tax  on  fast  food,  although  a 
campaign  exists  for  such  a  tax.  Lastly,  Beckerman  has  never  voted  for  George  W,  Bush, 
although  he  has  in  the  past  identified  himself  as  a  College  Republican. 

The  source  of  the  error  about  voting  for  Bush  was  due  to  a  mistranscription  by  the 
author.  The  source  of  the  other  two  factual  errors  is  still  unclear  at  this  time;  it  may,  in 
fact,  have  been  Beckerman  himself,  as  he  admits  he  was  drunk  at  the  time  the  interview 
was  conducted.  Regardless,  it  is  The  Varsity's  policy  to  fact-check  such  statements,  and 
we  regret  all  the  errors  that  were  published. 


Rating:  VWW 
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Renaissance  woman 

Cross-country  runner,  U  of  T  student,  and  modern  pentathlon  athlete  Donna  Vakalis  speaks  softly  and  carries  a  gun 


Perry  King 

ASSOCIATE  SPORTS  EDITOR 


Shy  and  quiet  off  the  playing  field, 
Donna  Vakalis  is  anything  but  when 
she  is  on  it.  Whether  at  a  cross-coun- 
try meet,  a  fencing  hall,  in  an  Olympic- 
sized  swimming  pool,  show  jumping 
an  equestrian  course,  or  taking  aim  at 
the  shooting  range,  her  talent  speaks 
volumes. 

As  an  athlete  in  the  modern  pen- 
tathlon, Vakalis  must  fence,  freestyle 
swim,  pistol  shoot,  show  jump  on 
horseback,  and  cross-country  run. 
The  last  she  does  as  a  member  of  U  of 
T  Cross-Country,  and  while  she  barely 
had  a  running  career  before  joining  the 
Blues,  her  hard  work  has  immediately 
made  her  a  potential  Olympian. 

During  the  2006  Canadian  Modern 
Pentathlon  National  Women's  Champi- 
onship over  the  summer,  Donna  Vaka- 
lis clinched  third  place,  finishing  with  a 
score  of  5248. 

"In  the  process  of  building  up  my- 
self to  having  a  career  in  this,  I  was 
very  surprised  to  have  done  so  well," 


she  said.  "The  competition  was  tight.  I 
placed  third,  but  1  came  very  close  to 
being  second. 

"If  you  were  to  compare  how  close  I 
was  in  points  to  a  track  race,  it  would 
be  mere  seconds  apart." 

She  was  the  top  swimmer  at  the 
championships,  and  placed  second  in 
the  run.  After  this  past  year  with  the 
Blues,  where  she  placed  eighth  at  the 
Ontario  University  Athletic  Champion- 
ship on  October  28,  she  plans  on  im- 
proving that  mark. 

With  the  Ontario  Modern  Pentathlon 
Association  conducting  a  mini-meet 
this  Saturday,  Vakalis  is  expecting  to 
compete — and  win. 

"One  of  my  biggest  goals  is  to  im- 
prove my  quality  and  efficiency  of  play, 
so  I  can  go  to  the  Pan-American  games 
[happening  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil, 
July  2007]  and  come  back  with  a  med- 
al," Vakalis  said. 

To  help  her  in  attaining  that  goal,  she 
joined  the  Blues  Cross-Country  team, 
coached  by  Ross  Ristuccia. 

"I  eventually  was  put  in  touch  with 
Ross,  who  is  really  well  known  and  re- 


spected by  the  track  and  cross-coun- 
try programs,"  Vakalis  said. 

Once  on  the  team,  she  demonstrated 
a  winning  character  and  superior  tal- 
ent. 

"She  is  a  shy  individual  with  a  quiet 
sense  of  humour,  but  once  she  is  on 
a  cross-country  course  she  loses  all 
her  shyness  and  goes  all-out,"  Ristuc- 
cia said.  "She  is  a  relative  newcomer 
to  running  at  the  varsity  level.  This  is 
only  her  second  year  of  competition, 
but  she  has  been  an  OUA  All-Star  both 
years." 

Her  skills  have  been  coming  togeth- 
er under  Ristuccia's  guidance,  and  she 
continues  to  work  on  the  many  aspects 
of  her  craft,  careful  to  have  fun  while 
doing  it. 

"As  1  see  it,  1  excel  at  the  parts  that 
I  enjoy  the  most  and  it  is  just  a  reflec- 
tion of  where  1  am  right  now,"  she  said. 
"1  was  adverse  to  fencing  when  I  was 
younger,  but  1  love  riding  horses.  If  any- 
thing, 1  am  not  a  really  strong  shooter." 

She  credits  much  of  her  progress  to 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


If  you  could  apply  yourself 
one  more  time, 

It  might  be  worth  it. 


The  Awards  of  Excellence  wiii  once  again  necognire  the  arhievements 
of  our  most  outstanding  students.  Until  Monday,  December  1 1 ,  2006  at  5:00  p.m., 
the  University  of  Toronto  Alumni  Association  invites  students 
to  apply  for  these  2007  scholarships  and  awards. 


JON  S.  DELLANDREA  AWARD 
FOR  INTERNATIONAL  STUDENTS 


JOHN  H.  MOSS  SCHOLARSHIP 


ADEL  S.  SEDRA  DISTINGUISHED 
GRADUATE  AWARD 


As  many  as  three  scholarships  of  up  to  $10,000  each  for 
international  students  in  their  second,  third  or  fourth  year  of 
an  undergraduate  program.  The  award  recognizes  academic 
performance  and  extra-curricular  leadership. 


A  sfJiolar^hip  of  up  to  $I6,6.S0  awarded  to  a  gradual  ing 

student  demonstrating  academic  achievement  and 

extra  (  umruto  involvernenl  in  his  or  hex  undergraduaU!  rart!t-i 


A  fellowship  of  up  to  $25,000  recognizing  a  doctoral  candidate, 
in  second  or  third  year,  for  his  or  her  academic  excellence, 
pxlra-nirricular  activities  and  involvement  in  university  life. 


□E  UNIVERSITY 
§1  TORONTO 


For  forms  and  further  information,  please  visit  www.alumnl.utoronto.ca  or 
contact  Linda  Wells  at  416-978-6536  or  linda.wells@utoronto.ca 
Division  of  University  Advancement 
J.  Robert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House 
2 1  King's  College  Circle 


At  top,  U  of  T  student  Donna  Vakalis  takes  aim  at  a  pistol  shooting  target.  As  a  modern 
pentathlon  athlete,  she  competes  in  a  five-kiiometre  cross-country  run,  a  200-metre 
freestyle  swim,  an  equestrian  show  jumping,  a  pistol  shooting,  and  fencing,  which  she 
prepares  to  do  here. 
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her  teammates  at  U  of  T. 

"A  lot  of  my  colleagues  are  around 
my  age,"  Vakalis  said.  "1  have  found 
that  who  you  train  with  makes  a  world 
of  difference.  These  people  are  a  group 
of  healthy,  strong  individuals.  And 
when  1  say  that,  1  mean  that  they  are 
healthy  and  strong  mentally  as  well  as 
physically." 

Those  strong,  healthy  people  have 
included  Vakalis'  former  cross  coun- 


try teammate  Beth  Wightman,  who 
claimed  the  OUA  individual  title  in 
2005  with  a  time  of  17:17.38,  and  Me- 
gan Brown,  who  recently  claimed  top 
spot  at  the  Canadian  Interuniversity 
Sport  Championship  Meet  Saturday  at 
17:10.5. 

Being  in  the  midst  of  great  athletes 
is  paying  dividends  for  the  studious 
Vakalis. 

"When  I  think  about  structuring  my 
goals,  I  keep  in  mind  that  1  am  a  stu- 
dent-athlete and  not  an  athlete  who  is 


a  student,"  she  said.  "The  challenge  to 
compete  with  those  athletes  who  are 
students  causes  a  lot  of  wear  and  tear 
on  me  physically  and  mentally  during 
the  year,  but  it's  worth  it." 

Her  other  goal  has  universal  appeal, 
as  she  hopes  that  with  success  she  will 
be  able  to  raise  the  profile  of  the  mod- 
ern pentathlon  in  the  public  eye. 

"1  really  want  the  [modern  pentath- 
lon] community  to  grow,  and  for  the 
public  to  foster  the  sport  and  those  who 
compete  in  it,"  Vakalis  said.  "The  great 


thing  about  the  community,  compared 
to  others,  is  that  it's  small  enough  so 
that  everyone  knows  each  other  and 
can  interact  more  personally." 

With  the  lessons  she  has  learned  at 
U  of  T  so  far,  Vakalis's  personal  prog- 
ress is  garnering  attention  and  helping 
her  achieve  her  goals. 


NOTICED  A  BUDDY 

CUTTING  GLASSES  TO  GUT  CARDS? 


if  gambling  Is  taking  over  a  friend's  life,  he  could  use  your  fielp.  Find  out  more  at 

friends4friends.ca 


1-888-230-3505 

Oniario  Problem  Gambling  Helpline 


Responsible  Gambling  Council 


Where  is  your  degree 
taking  you? 

UNLIMIT 
YOURSELF 


'Cheapest  &  Best 
Student  Bar  in  Toronto" 

Student  Travel  Guide,  London,  UK 
March  2000 


V  42a  y 


422  College  St.,  E  of  Bathurst 
Open  4pnn  to  2am  everyday 


Come  play 
for  our  team 

write  for  sports 
$ports@thevarslty.ca 


Wings  j 
Vi  Price  4pm  to  9pm  everyday! 
All  day  Wednesday  ^  Smi^0 


ROGERS 

Your  World  Right  Now 


I 


Top  10* 

RealTrax  "  ring  tunes 

Week  of  November  6 

1.  Chain  Hang  Low  (Kids) 

-  Jibbs 

2.  Lips  of  an  Angel  s 

-  Hinder 

3.  London  Bridge  (Chorus) 

-  Fergie 

4.  Money  In  The  Bank 

-  Lir  Scrappy 

5.  Money  Maker  (Pharrell  Chorus) 

L^S  -  Ludacris  (feat  Pharrell) 

^6.      My  Love 

*  -  Justif)  Timberlake   ^.  ff. 

7.  Push  It 

■  Rick  Ross  ^-i--  *- 

8.  Sexy  Back 

-  Justin  Timberlake 

9.  Shortie  Like  Mine 

-  Bow  Wow 

10.  Smack  That  ^ 

-  Akon  "^5* 
Text  "PLAY"  to  4800  on  your  Rogers  wireless 
phone  to  download  your  favourrte  ring  tunes  today. 


PHONES 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars! 


*  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

*  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

«  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

*  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
t  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

9  Free  Repeat  Policy 

*  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

t  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

www,o)(fordseiiiinars,coin 


iveyhba.ca 
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VARSITY  COMICS 


Hart  House  Theatre  presents 

HAMLET 

by  William  Shakespeare 
Directed  by  Andrea  Wasserman 
Starring  Jeremy  Hutton 


November  15  -25,  2006 

students  only  $12 


HABTHOUSETHEATBE.CA  I 


BOX  OFFICE 


DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


Literally  hours  of  work 
have  paid  off,  and  I  have 
come  up  with  ray  greatest 
Invention  yet. . .  a 

DUPLICATOR  RAY! 


I  call  baloney,  T-Rex! 

Aha!    On  account  / 
of  how  1t  violates  / 
conservation  of  / 
<i,''ener^  / 


(Duplicator 
rays  let  you 
make  perfect 
copies  of 
anything!) 

} 


Really?  so  if  I  han^e,  say,  a  papfer-aiche 
plAata  dog  filled  with  tasty  candles,  ymr 
duplicator  ray  will  sake  a  perfect 

duplicate?^ 

Yep!    The  duplicate  Is 
identical  in  every 
>^ regard.    The  ray  exaaines 
\  the  object  at  the  <|uantui 
AND  subquantua  levels  and 
thanks  to  the  twin  fists 
of  Actual  science  and 
Helsenberg  Caapensators 
ces  a  perfect  copy, 
indisting-  ^ 
uishable  from 
original 


Nope,  on  account  of  how  It's  truly 
Impossible  to  have  a  perfect  copy  of 
anything!    Philosophically:  if  I 
paint  a  picture  and  you  duplicate 
It,  I'll  grant  that  they  can  be 

'       identical  in  _^  y 

every  way 
BUT  ONE:  mine 
the  orlg- 
,1  nal .    That '  s 
property  that' 
doesn't  have 
physical 
reali- 
zation 
so  you 
can't  ever 
duplicate  1t 


okay  YEAH  it's  not  original, 
but  it's  an  onrHERWiSE  perfect 
DUPLICATE.    I  can  destroy 
econoNiies  based  on  scarcity 

and  generarte 
clean 
drinking 
water  for 
everyone! 
I  can  even 

DUPLICATE  DUDES! 

I  can't  believe 
you're  not  aore 
excited. 


I  CAM  DUPLICATE 
eP.EMT  SPINER 


CO  2006  Ryan  Norch 


»**<.qw«nt2.coiB 


THE  WORLD'S  GREATEST  COMIC  STRIP!  By  Daniel  Kaell 


IS  A  6g£f\T  VJfiC  TO  V6MT. 

YOU  TF+ce  \tm  mm 

You  BMD  V1\TTilY        \T  ' 
R^LATfe! 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


CHRISTMAS  GIFT  WRAPPERS 

Creative  individuals,  locations — Downtov^'n  Toronto, 
North  Yori<,  Richmond  Hill,  Thornhiii.  Managers 
to  $10.50/hour  +  bonuses.  Wrappers  to  $8.85/hour. 
Full/Part  time,  December  1-24.  416-533-9727  or  www. 
torontowraps.com 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


COZY  VICTORIAN  (ANNEX:  WALK 
U  OFT)  HOME: 

Basement  self-contained  apt,  furnished,  laundry,  TV.  hi 
sp.  intemet;  4  month  lease,  non-smoking:  $680  Dec.  1st 
416-537-3222. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


THE  TORONTO  ART  THERAPY  INSTITUTE 

Announces  new  options  for  streamlined  training  in  art 
therapy.  Visit  www.tati.on.ca  or  call  416-924-6221. 


FOR  SALE 


OILSKIN  COATS-T's  the  Season. 

Quality  waterproof  coats  made  from  100%  cotton.  Long 
lasting  and  outstanding  style.  Fu  11  length  from  $  159.  and 
mid-length  $145.  Hats  are  $25.  www.australian-shop.ca 
Tel.  416-322-5826. 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark  guaranteed. 
Also  resumes  and  grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league 
admittance  applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 


[0-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  or  signup.  Just  dial  10-10-940  before 
your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on  your  local  Bell  bill. 
www.1010940.com 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with  all  subjects. 
Specializing  also  in  resumes,  applications,  and 
appeals.  Call  416-960-9042.  Email:  customessay@ 
bellnet.ca.  Online:  customessay.com 


TUTORING 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN  One  on  one 
TUTORING  and  ESSAY  EDITING.  FREE  textbook 
and  rental  listing  services.  416-855-9651,  416-990- 
7506;  tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing  in  MATH 
135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM  138,  139,  247,  PHYS 
110.  Past  tests  and  exams  with  solution  available  for 
practice.  (416)-785-8898. 

TUTOR:  ESL-CERTIFIED.  PROFESSIONAL  WRITER/ 
EDITOR 

MA,  background  in  health  sciences  416-769-4141. 


EDITING 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and  dissertations, 
from  style  to  format.  APA,  MLA  and  McGill  styles 
are  specialities.  Mary  Anne  Carswell,  MA,  MEd, 
mcarswell@svmpatico.ca ,  416-303-3106. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email.  DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue- 
Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon.  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue, 
Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6.  Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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-fi  in  the  name  of  love 
E  //  page  7 


PLAYING  BY  NIGHT:  Mazin  Osman  (drums),  Fahad  Qureshi  (violin),  Andre  Vashist  (piano),  Rahul  Chidambaran  (guitar)  are  part  of  Organized  Sound,  a 
UTSC  musical  collective,  who  meet  for  weekly  jam  sessions  on  Friday  nights  in  the  Arts  and  Administration  building.  Listen  to  a  live  sample  at 
www.thevarsity.ca. 


Starting  from  scratch 

As  a  Friday  night  with  UTSC  musical  collective  Orga- 
nized Sound  unfolds,  the  feeling  of  uncertainty  nev- 
er quite  goes  away.  In  fact,  not  knowing  what's  hap- 
pening is  exactly  what  these  musicians  are  about. 

"We  used  to  just  chill  around,  beat-box,  and  make 
some  rhymes,"  drummer  Mazin  Osman  recalls. 
"Then  one  time,  the  freestyle  lasted  for  like  fifteen 
minutes,  and  the  idea  just  popped  up.  We  were  like. 
Why  don't  we  bring  a  violin  or  a  piano  and  just  im- 
provise'?" 

The  idea  gelled  in  September,  and  the  group  has 
been  meeting  in  Studio  A  of  the  Arts  and  Adminis- 
tration building  at  UTSC  every  Friday  night. 

The  art  of  freestyling  is  a  classic  ingredient  to  hip- 
hop  music,  but  in  the  bling-bling  era,  it  is  a  skill  near 
the  verge  of  extinction.  Despite  their  hip-hop  influ- 
ence, though,  the  collective  mixes  many  genres  of 
music. 

"There  are  so  many  different  styles — Rahul's  into 
playing  rock,  and  [violinist]  Fahad  [Qureshi]  likes 
classical,"  explained  Andre  Vashist,  the  head  of  the 
outfit.  "You  can  rhyme  to  any  style  of  music." 

The  Studio  A  sessions  are  musical  experiments. 
Everything  from  a  saxophone  to  a  whistle  has  been 
used,  and  cnce  someone  even  brought  in  a  tradi- 
tional Afghani  instrument. 

Yet  Organized  Sound's  creative  endeavors  have 
not  exactly  been  welcomed  by  university  admin- 
istration. Technically,  Studio  A  is  off-limits  to  the 
group,  and  that  makes  members  like  Vashist  frus- 
trated. 

"If  professors  can  use  these  rooms,  why  can't  stu- 
dents? The  school  puts  so  much  emphasis  on  aca- 
demic instruction,  it's  ridiculous,"  he  said. 
-SEMHARWALDEYESUS 
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Storm  in  a  hardhat 

Rumours  of  engineering  plot  come  to  nought 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


Noaman  All:  "ASSU  already  is 
the  central  students'  union." 


Trinity  College  rep  Gabe 
DeRoche:  SAC  should  call  itself 
the  United  Student  Society  of 
Representatives  (USSR). 


The  week  before  SAC's  annual  general  meet- 
ing last  Thursday,  rumours  swirled  on  cam- 
pus that  the  engineers  were  collecting  proxy 
votes  to  block  certain  measures  on  the 
agenda. 

In  the  end,  the  engineers'  proxies  were 
vastly  outnumbered — many  of  the  200-odd 
members  who  turned  up  carried  the  maxi- 
mum of  11  votes.  And  dissent  was  largely 
absent,  that  is,  until  SAC's  name  change — to 
Central  Students'  Union — came  up. 

While  no  one  mourned  the  passing  of 
SAC,  members  took  issue  with  the  moniker 
"central"  instead.  Vice-president  UTM  Vlad 
Glebov  immediately  tabled  an  amendment 
to  rename  the  organization  to  University  of 
Toronto  Students'  Union  instead. 

"The  name  'central'  alienates  the  Missis- 
sauga  campus,"  said  Glebov.  "I  haven't  been 
able  to  find  a  student  so  far  who  likes  the 
'central'  part  of  the  name." 

"It's  too  bureaucratic,"  added  vice-presi- 
dent university  affairs  Ashwyn  Balamohan. 

Alanna  Prasad,  head  of  the  Chemistry  Stu- 
dents' Union,  pointed  out  that  her  group  al- 
ready has  dibs  on  the  CSU  initials. 

"For  a  lot  of  students,  ASSU  already  is  the 
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Hitchens  debate:  ^hate 
speech  is  a  right' 


Hayley  Morrison 

VARSITY  STAFF 


"If  there  are  any  Jew-haters  in  here, 
please  raise  your  hand."  No  response. 
"Ok,  if  there  are  any  Jew-lovers  in 
here,  please  raise  your  hand."  No  re- 
sponses, then  suddenly  a  few  hands 
meekly  rise. 

These  were  the  controversial  ques- 
tions posed  by  one  former  U  of  T 
student  at  the  "Freedom  of  Speech 
includes  the  Freedom  to  Hate"  debate 
at  Hart  House  last  Wednesday,  which 
featured  famed  journalist  Christo- 
pher Hitchens. 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  the  govern- 
ment, James  Renchen  and  Christine 
Veira  upheld  the  resolution  to  decrim- 
inalize hate  speech,  while  the  opposi- 
tion members  Adrienne  Lipsey  and 
Roderick  McKeown  argued  against  it. 
In  light  of  September's  rowdy  Afghan- 
istan debate,  speaker  Ethan  Hoddes 
asserted  that  unruly  behavior  and 
protest  would  not  be  tolerated. 

Arguing  for  the  government,  James 
Renchen  argued  that  without  hate 
speech  we  "risk  self-censorship."  By 
criminalizing  hate  speech,  "we  lose 
the  ability  to  get  at  the  roots  of  the 
problem,"  he  argued. 

Speaking  for  the  opposition,  Adri- 


Journalist  Christopher  Hitchens  outside 
Hart  House's  Great  Hall. 

enne  Lipsey  argued  that  hate  speech 
ruins  a  person's  "ability  to  function 
as  an  equal  person"  and  that  such 
discourse  "creates  a  natural  progres- 
sion towards  hatred." 

Hate  speech  is  "trampling  the 
rights  of  others,"  especially  minori- 
ties, Lipsey  said.  Fellow  opposition 
debated  Roderick  McKeown  added 
that  hate  speech  "creates  a  climate 
of  fear"  and  that  by  allowing  hate 
speech  we  are  allowing  "the  freedom 
to  hurt." 

Finally,  Hoddes  brought  acclaimed 
journalist  Christopher  Hitchens  to 
the  stand.  Hitchens  opened  with  a 
dramatic  yell  of  "Fire!  Fire!"  and  pro- 
ceeded to  comment  about  the  paral- 
lels between  Hogwarts  dinning  room 
in  Harry  Potter  and  Hart  House's 
Great  Hall. 


Citing  thinkers  such  as  John  Stuart 
Mill,  Hitchens  argued  that  without 
freedom  of  speech  "you  become  the 
prisoner  of  your  own  opinion." 

Hitchens  also  cited  personal  ex- 
amples such  as  British  Historian  Da- 
vid Irving  to  demonstrate  the  unjust 
criminalization  of  hate  speech.  He 
contended  that  his  friend  Irving  had 
recently  been  accused  of  planning 
to  say  something  in  Austria  and  now 
faced  up  to  six  years  in  prison. 

Going  on  to  defend  his  own  right 
to  hate  speech,  Hitchens  maintained 
that  anyone  who  did  not  agree  with 
his  opinions  "can  pick  a  number,  get 
in  line  and  kiss  my  ass!" 

Arguing  to  decriminalize  hate 
speech,  he  also  preached  that  reli- 
gion must  be  treated  with  ridicule 
and  that  militant  Islamists  are  "poi- 
soning society"  creating  a  ""cult  of 
death  and  suicide.  He  argued  reli- 
gion is  not  only  "the  main  source  of 
hatred"  but  also  "the  main  caller  of 
censorship." 

Bringing  the  debate  to  a  close, 
the  resolution  decriminalizing  hate 
speech  was  upheld  by  205  to  87 
votes.  Afterwards,  Hitchens  briefly 
answered  student  questions  while 
puffing  on  a  cigarette  in  the  Hart 
House  courtyard. 
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Ele»3!0tiITY 


Your  student  centre! 


REVITALIZING  YOUR 
COMMUNITY 

Dufferin  Grove  Park  is  a  "community  without  a 
roof  ".Why  does  it  work  and  how  can  you  make  a 
difference  in  your  own  community? 

November  22nd  at  7:00PM 
In  the  East  Common  Room.  Free! 


$5  BUCK  LUNCH 

November  22nd  1 1:45  -  2:00PN{ 
In  the  Great  Hall. 
One  Love:  UofT  Students  for  Jamaica 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1:30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  Get  involved  in  the  democratic  process 
by  engaging  w/t/i  the  youth  wings  of  political  parties 
or  public  policy  advocacy  groups.  Drop  in  for  coffee  & 
cookies,  meet  new  people  and  find  out  how  you  can 
get  involved  on  campus. 


'ROCKTO  IT*  with 
SHAD  K! 

Experience  the  unique  sound  of 
rapperl guitarist,  Shad  K. 

November  23rd  at  9:00PM.  In  the  Arbor  Room.  Free! 


JAZZ  @  OSCARS 

The  Hart  House  Jazz  Choir  Onoscatopoeia 
23  of  UofT's  finest  a  capella  singers  perform. 
November  24th  at  9:00PM  in  the  Arbor  Room. 
Free  concert! 


OPEN  HART 

Contemporary  Improvised  Music  Concert 
Featuring:  CCMC  and  MazinanilVorvis 
November  24th  at  8:00PM 
In  the  Music  Room  -  Free! 


CHORUS  CONCERT 

Sunday  November  26th  at  3:00PM 
In  the  Great  Hall. 
Free  concert! 


For  more  Hart  House 
events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 


Thai  Boxing  Academy 

•  Adult  and  Kids  Classes 

•  Personal  Training 

•  Weight  Facility 

•  Champion  Instructors 

416-781-3775 
www.houseofmuaythal.com 


Master  of  Forest 
Conservation 

(M.F.C.) 


The  Faculty  of  Forestry 
University  of  Toronto 
gradprog@forestry.utoronto.ca 
wvAv.forestry.utoronto.ca 


How  to  raise  funds  and  influence  people 


Know  thyself.  That  is  Tammy  Tsang's 
advice  for  club  executives  seeking 
sponsorship  from  outside  organiza- 
tions. 

"You  have  to  know  your  club  and 
what  your  club  needs  to  do,"  said 
Tseng. 

For  the  last  two  months,  the  fourth- 
year  Woodsworth  College  student  and 
about  30  others  in  her  employee  rela- 
tions class  (see  picture  above)  have 
been  developing  materials  to  guide  U 
of  T  club  executives  through  the  stress- 
ful process  of  finding  funds. 

Their  findings  have  crystallized  into 
a  free  workshop  club  executives  are 
invited  to  attend,  to  take  place  on  Fri- 
day, Nov.  24,  from  2  p.m.  to  5  p.m.,  at 
Woodsworth  College's  Waters  Lounge. 
The  students  were  even  able  to  find  an 
outside  sponsor  of  their  own  for  this 
event,  to  show  that  their  approach  gets 
results. 

"Your  club  will  need  branding  and 


marketing,  your  club  will  need  an 
event,  and  your  club  will  need  spon- 
sorship packages,"  Tsang  explained. 

Such  packages  should  describe  your 
club's  strengths,  or  "leverage,"  as  Tseng 
termed  it:  its  size,  scope,  and  reach. 
The  process  of  finding  a  sponsor  can 
take  about  a  month,  including  several 
meetings  with  the  potential  sponsor, 
somewhat  similar  to  an  interview, 
Tsang  said. 

"Make  sure  what  you  do  is  what  you 
tell  them,"  advised  Athena  Goodfellow, 
a  fourth-year  student  in  the  class.  "You 
can't  do  a  pub  crawl,  for  example." 

Tseng  recommended  regular  news- 
letters for  sponsors,  and  Goodfellow 
said  that  sending  them  event  photo- 
graphs or  other  meaningful  mementos 
from  successful  events  will  keep  you  in 
their  good  books. 

"That  really  fuels  it  for  them  to  follow 
up  the  next  year,"  Goodfellow  said. 
-MIKEGHENU 
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Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  Speaker  Series 


David  Wright 

Kenneth  and  Patricia  Taylor  Distinguished  Visiting  Profes.wr  in  Foreiffi  .Affairs,  Victoria  College  & 
Former  Ambassador  and  Permanent  Repre.<;enfative  of  Canada  to  the  North  Atlantic  Council  ofNATO_ 

Languages  and  the  Real  World  of  Diplomacy 

Thursday,  November  30, 2006  •  4:30  p.m. 
Room  140.  University  College,  15  King's  College  Circle 

Free  Admission  •  General  Seating 
Call  416-946-7950  or  visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca/languages  for  more  information. 
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EYES  ON  THE  PRIZE?:  SAC  vice-president 
internal  and  services  Andrea  Armborst  is 
seen  by  some  as  a  potential  candidate  for 
chairperson  for  next  year 

'AGM'- CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

central  students'  union,"  said  Arts 
and  Science  Students'  Union  presi- 
dent Noaman  Ali.  "This  would  sim- 
ply cause  confusion." 

In  the  end,  members  voted  over- 
whelmingly for  the  amended  name 
change — including  Hassum  herself, 
but  not  before  hearing  from  Gabe 
DeRoche,  representing  Trinity  Col- 
lege, mock  the  dictatorial  powers 
implied  by  the  word  "central." 

"It's  a  pretty  good  description  of 
what  [SAC]  do — they  centralize  re- 
sources and  then  redistribute  them. 
Trinity  is  very  much  opposed  to 
this. 

"If  SAC  really  would  like  to  change 
its  name  to  include  the  concept  of 
centralization.  Trinity  College  pro- 
poses another  name:  the  United 
Student  Society  of  Representatives, 
the  USSR,"  DeRoche  said,  to  howls  of 
laughter. 

("That's  a  recycled  joke,"  remarked 
chairperson  Hassum.) 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE 


You  want  an  interview 
with  me,  punk? 


Who  cares  about  student 
journalists  anyway?  LOUIS  TAM 
follows  Miho  Takaya's  tale  of 
failure  and  humiliation  in  the 
pursuit  of  a  minute  of  tight- 
lipped  city  councillor  Michael 
Thompson's  precious  time. 
Read  it  online  at 
www.thevarsity.ca 


THE  UNIVERSITY  PROFESSOR 

LECTURE  SERIES 

AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Aging  and  Memory: 
bownhiii  All  the  Way? 

Fergus  Craik 

Department  of  Psychology 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 


Tuesday,  November  28, 2006 
7:30  pm 

George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  15  Devonshire  Place 

FREE  ADMISSION  •  GENERAL  SEATING  •  DOORS  OPEN  AT  6:30  P.M. 


For  more  information,  visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca  or  call  (414)  946-5937. 


FACULTY 


The  University  Professor  Lecture  Series  is  presented  by  the         O  L  O  B  A  L. 

Global  Knowledge  Foundation  and  spoiisored  by  the  k  NOW  LEDGE 

Faculcy  of  Aru  and  Science  and  the  Eidet^ood  Foundation.  FOUNDATION 


Let  them 

buy 
your  love. 

Travel  CUTS  Gift  Certificates 
on  sale  in  store,  online 
at  www.traveicuts.com 
or  1  -888-FLY-CUTS 


187CoUegeSt  (416)979-2406 

UTSC  Student  Centre  Suite  149 
(416)  283-0009 

UTM  Student  Centre,  East  Wing 
(90S)  820-1162 


nilMVELCUTS  { 

Canada's  student  Travel  Experts  | 

www.travelcut$.coin  1 

1-888-FLY-CUTS  (359-2887)1 


Change  is  good. 

UNLIMIT  YOURSELF 


iveyhba.ca 


Bill  Gates  did  it  -  so  can  YOU! 

Experienced  financiers  seek  innovative 
business  ideas  to  commercialize  in 
partnership  with  YOU. 

Put  your  ideas  to  work! 

Email  Irv  Tee  now  at 
bizsearch@rogers.com 
or  call  (905)  709-4357 


Marketing  Management 


Take  your  degree  to  a 
whole  new  level  of  success. 


in  only  Iwi)  .serne.slers  in  Markeling  IVlaiiagemenL, 
you  can  have  some  of  the  most  sought  after 
business  skills. 

Call  116-075-6622,  ext.  3207  or  email 
feter.madcin&mmbetca  for  further  mformmton. 
Apply  for  all  Buiiness  School  programs  at  the 
OCAS  mh  she  -  v/wv,'.ontarioa>lkge$.ca 


Seating  is  Limited! 


HUMBER 

The  Business  School 
www.buslness.humber.ca 


NOVEMBER  22nd  11:45 -2:00pm 
INTHECREATHALL 


(/of  TSmBNTS  FOn  JAMAtCA 

onelove.sa.atoronto.ca 


Dropby  for  a  fasiy  Jamaican  feasi! 

Feaiu ring  Jerk  chiclcen,  fried 
plantain,  rice  and  more! 


HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


westEntranc    416.978.2452  www.harttiouse.ca 


4    MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  20, 2006 


VARSITY  COMMENT 


opinions@thevarsity.ca 


Well  always  have... Toronto? 

r.O.  is  on  the  cusp  of  a  Paris-like  cultural  renaissance,  writes  JOHANNA  HERMAN 


While  Frank  Gehry's  famous 
Guggenheim  Museum  Bil- 
bao is  reknowned  as  an 
irchitectural  and  structural  mas- 
erpiece,  it  should  also  go  down  in 
he  history  books  for  its  profound 
;ffect  on  the  local  economy.  Before 
he  museum  was  built,  Bilbao's 
memployment  rate  topped  25  per 
:ent,  and  hotels  were  booked  at 
mder  15  per  cent  capacity.  Since 
)pening  in  1997,  the  museum  has 
:reated  many  jobs  for  locals  and 
urned  this  sleepy  Spanish  town 
nto  a  tourist  haven. 

The  cost  of  the  building — around 
175  million  CDN — has  been  recov- 
ered many  times  over,  since  the 
nflux  of  tourists  flocking  to  see  the 
nuseum  have  injected  over  $560 
nillion  into  the  local  economy  (by 
ome  estimates). 

If  one  building  by  the  Canadian- 
lorn  Gehry,  who  also  designed  the 
enovations  to  the  AGO,  could  help 

town  like  Bilbao  flourish,  one 
an"t  help  but  wonder  how  Toronto 
/ill  be  affected  by  the  major  reno- 
ations  to  our  cultural  institutions 
urrently  underway. 

Whether  because  of  the  resultant 
oise,  dust,  and  traffic  congestion, 
he  zigzagging  transitory  sidewalks, 
ir  the  new  skyline  being  created. 


you  would  be  hard-pressed  to  find 
a  downtown  Torontonian  not  af- 
fected by  the  city's  cultural  facelift. 
But  how  did  all  these  renovations 
manage  to  get  the  green  light  at  the 
same  time,  and  how  will  this  influx 
of  new  facilities  affect  the  city's 
cultural  scene? 

Like  Paris  in  the  mid-eighteenth 
century,  Toronto's  renovations  to 
its  dozen  or  so  cultural  institutions 
were  planned  to  occur  simultane- 
ously by  government  funding  bod- 
ies. The  financing  for  the  Parisian 
renovations  came  largely  from  the 
state,  just  as  Toronto's  were  made 
possible  through  large  federal  and 
provincial  government  grants. 

In  his  overhaul  of  Paris,  famed 
city  planner  Baron  Haussmann 
turned  the  medieval  city  into  a 
modern  one.  Haussmann's  renova- 
tions have  gone  in  and  out  of  favour 
with  critics,  but  overall  they  have 
helped  strengthen  the  notion  of  Pa- 
risian identity,  and  planners  here 
hope  for  the  same  result  regarding 
Toronto's  cultural  identity. 

With  the  new  cultural  resources 
made  available  to  Torontonians, 
new  possibilities  for  artistic  output 
exist.  Take  New  York  City,  where 
the  Beat  poets,  modern  Jewish- 
American   literature,   theatre  on 


and  off  Broadway,  and  the  dazzling 
marquees  that  accompany  the 
shows  are  just  a  few  examples  of 
that  city's  extensive  and  varied  cul- 
tural output.  New  York  has  always 
been  at  the  cutting  edge  of  popular 
culture  in  the  areas  of  visual  arts, 
music,  and  theatre,  but  it  was  the 
skyscrapers  that  shot  up  at  the 
turn  of  the  last  century  that  made 
the  world  sit  up  and  take  notice.  It 
was  perhaps  this  edgy  new  archi- 
tectural style  that  made  the  city  at- 
tractive to  avant-garde  artists. 

Cultural  renovations  are  to  cit- 
ies what  seasons  are  to  fashion: 
institutions  must  either  progress 
with  the  times,  or  stop  selling  the 
brand.  It  is  reasonable  to  expect 
a  city  to  invest  significantly  in  its 
cultural  institutions.  However,  the 
caveat  remains  that  politicians 
must  balance  the  quest  for  much- 
sought-after  tourist  dollars  with 
the  responsibility  to  ensure  a  high 
quality  of  life  for  all  citizens.  Spend- 
ing millions  of  dollars  on  tourism- 
focused  renovation  is  important, 
but  equally  important  is  ensuring 
that  reasonable  infrastructure  ex- 
ists to  support  the  local  popula- 
tion. 

It  will  take  a  mayor  with  vision  to 
execute  a  cultural  renaissance  and 


Frank  Gehry's  breathtaking  Guggenheim  design  has  transformed  the  Spanish  town  of  Bilbao. 
Will  the  large-scale  cultural  renovation  currently  underway  in  Toronto  have  the  same  effect? 


meet  the  needs  of  all  citizens.  As 
famed  activist  and  urban  planner 
Jane  Jacobs  wrote  in  her  book  The 
Death  and  Life  of  Great  American 
Cities,  "You  can't  rely  on  bringing 
people  downtown;  you  have  to  put 
them  there."  This  maxim  stands 
true  today. 


It  will  take  the  participation  of 
active  and  engaged  citizens  for  To- 
ronto to  become  a  world  cultural 
centre.  Affordable  housing  in  the 
downtown  core  is  needed  so  that 
all  citizens,  not  just  the  wealthy 
elite,  can  live  near  and  contribute 
to  this  cultural  renaissance. 


WHO  cares  about  pandemics 


ri  sen.  «B  Tiie  ujsr.r, 


Sabeen  Abbas 


FATUHR  THAMES  LVrKODUCI!iG  HIS  OFFSPRING  TO  TIIE  FAIR  CIH  OF  LONDON, 
his  19th-century  cartoon  captures  the  public  fear  of  the  cholera  pandemic  in  London. 


A  few  weeks  ago,  I  was  chatting  with 
my  mom,  a  teacher  at  an  elementary 
school,  when  she  remarked,  "People 
from  the  World  Health  Organization 
came  in  to  school  today.  They  went 
over  some  'Pandemic  Response 
Guidelines'  with  the  teachers." 

My  mouth  dropped.  My  eyes 
bulged.  My  heart  quickened. 

"What?  Did  you  say  'pandemic?'  Oh 
my  gawd!" 

Do  you  experience  any  of  the  above 
symptoms  when  you  hear  the  word 
"pandemic?"  People  respond  to  me- 
dia hype  about  pandemics  in  the 
same  way  they  do  to  stories  of  water 
contamination  or  a  terror  alert.  A  gen- 
eral feeling  of  fear  and  helplessness 
accompanies  any  discussion  of  the 
issue. 

Popular  culture  recognizes  the 
Black  Death  that  ravaged  medieval 


Europe  as  history's  ultimate  pandem- 
ic. But  if  people  really  want  to  be  on 
the  alert,  they  should  worry  about  a 
possible  influenza  pandemic  happen- 
ing in  our  own  age. 

On  their  website,  WHO  has  de- 
clared a  "pandemic  alert."  On  a  scale 
of  one  to  six,  with  six  representing  a 
full-blown  pandemic,  we  are  current- 
ly at  level  three.  The  chart  refers  to  a 
particular  kind  of  pandemic — a  global 
influenza  crisis,  or,  the  flu.  Officially,  a 
level  three  means  that  "no  or  limited 
human-to-human  transmission"  is  oc- 
curring. 

The  flu  is  no  laughing  matter.  In 
1918,  over  just  six  months,  25  million 
people  perished  of  a  virulent  strain 
of  the  disease  during  the  Spanish  Flu 
outbreak. 

WHO  estimates  that  a  pandemic 
occurs  every  100  years  or  so,  so  by 
that  logic  we're  not  due  for  another 
decade.  But  it  is  a  common  mistake  of 


probability  to  expect  the  number  that 
hasn't  been  rolled  to  come  up.  The 
probability  of  a  flu  virus  evolving  to 
the  pandemic  stage  doesn't  increase 
just  because  a  pandemic  hasn't  yet 
come  to  pass. 

Previous  pandemics  were  fostered 
by  unhygienic  living  conditions.  But  in 
modern  North  America,  for  the  most 
part,  our  medical  systems  are  clean 
and  safe.  It  is  countries  where  a  solid 
health  care  system  is  not  in  place  that 
pandemics  are  most  likely  to  hit  hard- 
est. Yet  we  cannot  rest  too  comfort- 
ably, since  global  communication  and 
travel  means  that  nothing  stays  in  one 
place  for  very  long. 

WHO  has  specific  guidelines  for 
each  of  the  six  stages  of  pandemic 
alert.  Reaching  level  six,  an  actual 
pandemic,  is  a  scary  scenario.  How 
do  you  best  deal  with  a  chain  reac- 

SEE 'WHO' -ON  NEXT  PAGE 
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LETTERS 


Our  heroes 

Re:  Harper  exploits  the  hero's 
hell,  Nov.  13 

Josef  Szende  is  right  about  one 
thing:  war  is  not  glorious.  Howev- 
er, last  time  I  checked,  Canadian 
soldiers  were  in  Afghanistan  with 
a  goal  a  bit  more  specific  than 
glory:  helping  the  Afghan  people 
rebuild  their  country.  We  prom- 
ised to  help  these  people,  and  yes, 
it  certainly  is  tragic  that  many  of 
our  soldiers  have  died  while  fight- 
ing the  Taliban.  I'm  not  a  fan  of  the 
vast  majority  of  Stephen  Harper's 
policies,  but  to  imply  that  he 
snatches  up  unsuspecting  Canadi- 
ans and  thrusts  them  into  war  to 
die  is  offensive  to  the  many  willing 
and  brave  soldiers  who  fight  for 
the  people  of  Afghanistan.  1  also 
liked  how  Szende  compares,  at 
length,  the  situation  of  Canadian 
soldiers  to  a  character  from  Greek 
mythology;  it  was  an  excellent 
mix  of  irrelevance  and  pomposity. 
I  can  hardly  imagine  how  terrify- 
ing it  must  be  for  our  soldiers  as 
they  fight  the  Taliban,  and  1  can 
hardly  imagine  how  a  soldier  feels 
when  an  Afghan  man  or  woman 
says  "Thank  you." 

Eric  Woodend 

Thanks,  kids 

I  wish  to  express  my  utmost  and 
sincere  thanks  to  all  the  stu- 
dents who  stopped  to  help  me. 
Thursday  evening,  November  9, 
on  St.  George  Street  near  Will- 
cocks,  I  had  a  bicycle  accident 
and  badly  broke  my  arm.  1  was 
almost  helpless.  Students  stopped 
and  helped,  called  911,  called 
my  family,  looked  after  my  bike 
and  briefcase,  comforted  me  and 
stayed  with  me  until  the  ambu- 
lance arrived.  1  did  not  get  any 
names,  so  1  can  only  thank  the 
Good  Samaritan  students  via  this 
public  notice,  and  share  with  you 
a  Shakespeare  quote  that  1  recall 
from  my  high  school  days:  "The 
quality  of  mercy  is  twice  blessed. 
It  blesseth  him  that  gives  and  him 
that  takes." 

George  Luste 

Physics  Professor  and  President, 
U  of  T  Faculty  Association 


The  l^/s/^Kwelcomes  letters  from  our 
readers.  Send  letters  (250  words  max.) 
with  your  full  name  &  phone  number  to-. 

opinions@thevarsity.ca 

Opinions  submissions 
are  also  welcome. 
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There  may  be  a  light  at  the 
end  of  the  pipeline  as  the 
architect  and  the  dictator  leave 
the  scene  in  Iraq.  ANDREW  WONG 
makes  the  case  for  optimism  in 
Time  to  move  past  Rumsfeld  and 
Saddam. 

Human  trafficking  and 
prostitution  are  pressing  issues, 
but  the  laws  addressing  them 
are  archaic  and  confusing.  In 
Tackling  Canada's  sex  industry, 
LISA  ANTHONY,  our  Parliament 
Hill  insider,  shares  how  the 
government  is  working  on  this 
situation,  and  wonders  why  the 
mainstream  media  is  ignoring 
the  feds'  efforts. 

Go  online  to  www.thevarsity.ca  for 
these  exclusive  commentaries. 
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Low  risk  of  human  caws 

New  virus  in  animals,  no  human 
cases 
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Pandemic  alert 

IJo  ot  very  limit«d  human^to+iuman 
transmis^on 

New  virus  causes  human  cases 

Evidence  of  increased  human^o-human 

transniis3on 
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Pandemic 

The  current  level  of  alert,  based  on  the  WHO  global  influenza  preparedness  plan,  is 
somewhat  alarming. 


■WHO'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

tion  that  leaves  essential  health  care 
professionals  missing  in  action?  The 
nature  of  a  pandemic  is  such  that  the 
specifics  of  the  disease  are  initially 
unknown.  In  a  high-emergency  situa- 
tion, the  best-laid  plans  and  precau- 
tions may  have  to  be  tossed  aside  for 
whatever  creative  splint  will  do  the 
trick,  as  we  saw  in  the  mass  quaran- 
tine response  to  the  SARS  crisis. 

While  we  are  likely  still  far  from  an 
influenza  pandemic,  the  HIV/AIDS 


pandemic  rages  on,  often  appearing 
and  then  disappearing  from  the  me- 
dia spotlight.  In  parts  of  Sub-Saharan 
Africa,  the  infection  rate  is  as  high  as 
25  per  cent.  Improved  health  care  and 
education  will  do  much  to  stop  the 
spread  of  the  virus,  as  will  an  effort 
to  remove  the  underlying  moralistic 
stigma  currently  surrounding  the  is- 
sue and  stifling  discussion  in  many 
countries. 

As  for  the  possible  pandemic  that 
hasn't  yet  arrived,  just  take  your  flu 
shot  and  hope  for  the  best. 
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Priming  for  pandemic 

Avian  influenza  is  a  biological  bomb  waiting  to  explode.  When  is  it  coming?  How  serious  will  it  be? 
What  should  I  do  to  prepare?  Even  the  world's  best  virologists  don't  have  absolute  answers  to  these  questions. 

The  best  strategy  is  to  know  one's  enemy,  writes  abigale  miller 


Fbr 
op 
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't)r  the  first  time  in  history,  we  have  the 
'  opportunity  to  prepare,"  remarked  Dr. 
Kristy  Duncan,  a  medical  geographer  at  U 
f  T.  Past  pandemics  have  caught  us  by  surprise, 
ut  the  scientific  community  believes  modern  sci- 
nce  will  help  us  predict  new  viral  threats  before 
ley  explode  across  the  map. 
A  pandemic  is  a  disease  outbreak  that  affects  a 
irge  proportion  of  the  population  of  a  continent 
r  the  entire  world.  Avian  influenza,  or  H5N1,  has 
een  flagged  as  the  next  pandemic  threat  because 
has  already  killed  several  people  who  have 
aught  the  virus  directly  from  birds.  Currently,  50 
ler  cent  of  those  infected  with  H5N1  die. 
Avian  influenza  infects  deep  areas  of  the  lungs, 
ventucdiy  causing  pneumonia  in  human  patients, 
ince  it  infects  deeply  enclosed  tissue,  the  virus 
;n't  expelled  by  coughing  or  sneezing,  and  isn't 
ransmissible  between  humans.  But  if  H5N1  gains 
he  ability  to  infect  the  upper  respiratory  tract,  this 
AW  spell  pandemic  for  human  populations. 

Influenza  strains  evolve  the  ability  to  infect  hu- 
fians  by  mixing  their  genes  with  other  influenza 
trauns.  Pigs,  which  can  be  infected  with  both  hu- 
nan  and  bird  influenza  viruses,  are  perfect  vessels 
3r  this  mixing.  Humans  will  have  no  immunity  to 
he  new  virus,  a  factOF  that  would  mcike  it  incred- 
oly  dangerous. 

The  H5N1  pandemic  may  occur  any  time  from 
he  next  few  months  to  fifty  years  from  now,  if  it 
(ccurs  at  all.  The  aim  of  today's  public  health  strat- 
egies is  not  to  stop  the  virus  (which  is  impossible), 
»ut  to  slow  its  spread  until  a  vaccine  is  developed. 

Vaccines  and  anti-viral  medication  are  our  two 
rump  cards  if  bird  flu  evolves  into  a  widespread 
Jller  Though  vaccines  are  the  most  effective  pre- 
'entative  tool  against  viruses,  a  vaccine  for  H5N1 
an't  be  developed  until  the  virus  has  evolved  to 
ts  killer  form.  TamiFlu,  currently  the  most  effec- 
ive  anti-viral  medication,  is  being  stockpiled  in 
)reparation  for  a  pandemic.  However,  viruses  can 
levelop  resistance  to  drugs  the  same  way  bacteria 
lo  to  antibiotics,  creating  a  race  to  develop  newer 
mti-viral  treatments. 

Some  infectious  disease  specialists  believe  that 
15N1  may  tjecome  less  virulent  once  it  becomes 
jasily  transmissible  between  humans.  From  the 
virus's  persjjective,  killing  its  victim  quickly  would 
ender  it  homeless  and  is  therefore  a  bad  strategy. 


If  the  virus  moves  to  the  upper  airways  it  can  be 
spread  more  easily,  but  becomes  less  harmful, 
since  the  air-conducting  channels  in  the  upper 
airways  are  less  sensitive  than  the  delicate  alveoli 
deep  down. 

Another  factor  to  consider  is  how  well  the  virus 
can  survive  outside  a  host.  Currently,  H5N1  can 
live  for  up  to  two  days  on  a  clean  surface,  meaning 
a  person  can  pick  up  the  flu  from  a  door  handle  or 
bathroom  tap  contaminated  up  to  two  days  ago. 


Compared  to  influenza,  the  Ebola  virus  has 
gained  much  public  attention  because  of  its  dev- 
astating effects  (killing  up  to  90  per  cent  of  those 
infected),  but  doesn't  loom  as  large  a  threat.  It  kills 
its  victims  too  quickly  for  them  to  transmit  the 
virus  and  doesn't  survive  long  outside  the  body. 
Ebola  also  isn't  transmitted  through  the  air,  but 
through  contact  with  bodily  fluids.  Because  of  this, 
Ebola  outbreaks  have  so  far  been  confined  to  one 
country  at  a  time. 


Viruses  aren't  the  only  microscopic  particles 
that  can  cause  pandemics.  Creutzfeld-Jakob  dis- 
ease (CJD)  is  a  prion  disease  in  humans.  A  varia- 
tion of  the  disease  called  vCJD  (variant  CJD),  can 
be  contracted  by  eating  beef  contaminated  with 
bovine  spongiform  encephalopathy,  commonly 
called  mad  cow  disease.  Unlike  viruses,  prions 
have  no  genetic  material  and  are  formed  from  a 
protein  that  is  naturally  present  in  the  body.  Pro- 
teins become  infectious  prions  if  their  natural 
configuration  is  changed  in  a  certain  way.  The 
abnormcdly  shaped,  diseased  prion  can  spread 
the  transformation  to  other  normal  proteins  they 
come  into  physical  contact  with. 

The  danger  of  a  prion  pandemic  is  relatively 
small  because  infection  is  limited  to  ingestion  of 
tainted  meat,  certain  medical  procedures,  and  he- 
reditary transmission.  Prions  do  have  two  secret 
weapons:  a  long  dormant  period  and  extreme  du- 
rability. A  person  can  be  infected  for  up  to  20  years 
before  showing  signs  of  the  disease,  and  prions 
can  only  be  destroyed  by  extreme  methods  like  an 
hour-long  bleach  soak. 

Ebola  and  prions  are  "sexy"  diseases  for  sen- 
sational media  stories,  but  less  exciting  and  more 
dangerous  threats  to  human  health  also  need  con- 
sideration. The  most  insidious  dangers  to  human- 
ity now  include  drug-resistant  strains  of  tubercu- 
losis and  Staphylococcus  aureus.  These  bugs  aren't 
killed  by  the  antibiotics  we've  come  to  rely  on,  and 
they  account  for  an  increasing  number  of  hospital- 
acquired  infections. 

As  of  yet,  influenza  has  not  reached  pandemic 
proportions,  but  remains  a  serious  health  con- 
cern. 

Modern  science  and  medicine  aim  to  protect  hu- 
mans from  natural  biological  threats,  but  a  medi- 
cal approach  that  neglects  history  and  geographic 
factors  is  incomplete.  Applying  our  knowledge  of 
infectious  diseases  from  past  pandemics  will  give 
us  the  best  chance  of  surviving  the  next  one. 


// ONLINE  EXCLUSIVES 


Cormorants  at  Qinghai  Lake  in  China,  a  hot  spot  for  thousands  of  migratory  birds  and  H5N1  bird  outbreaks. 
The  virus  killed  6,000  birds  last  year,  but  transmission  of  the  virus  to  humans  is  still  being  investigated. 


Check  out  www.thevarsity.ca  for 
a  short  history  of  voluntary 
bloodletting  at  U  of  T,  as  well  as  the 
latest  science  news  in  brief. 
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FILM  REVIEW 


The  Fountain 


Directed  by  Darren  Aronofsky 


Starring  Hugh  Jackman, 
Rachel  Weisz 


Rating:  VVVW 


Radheyan  Slmonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


Sometime  in  late  2000,  writer/director 
Darren  Aronofsky  sat  down  and  read 
an  article  in  Trie  New  Yorri  Times.  Writ- 
ten by  a  doctor,  the  article  argued  that 
aging  is  a  disease,  and  can  be  cured. 
This  idea  spurred  Aronofsky  to  exam- 
ine the  emotional  and  physical  effects 
of  extending  one's  life  in  his  new  sci-fi 
epic  The  Fountain. 

Building  off  the  critical  success  of 
his  existential  math  flick  Pi  and  the 
methamphetamine-fueled  Requiem 
for  a  Dream,  Aronofsky  decided  he 
needed  to  take  the  sci-fi  genre  in  a 
bold  new  direction.  Setting  out  to  res- 
cue the  genre  from  bad  plotlines  pow- 
ered by  hi-tech  gadgetry  and  CGI  that 
looks  dated  on  release,  Aronofsky  was 
driven  by  a  desire  to  distill  the  genre 
down  to  its  first  principle:  the  explora- 
tion of  new  and  exciting  ideas. 

Trie  Fountain  is  a  brave  labour  of 
love  that  spans  a  millennium.  It  fol- 
lows the  protagonist,  Tom  (Hugh 
Jackman),  through  his  roles  in  three 
time  periods:  as  a  Spanish  conquis- 
tador searching  for  the  fountain  of 
youth  in  the  16th  century,  a  doctor 
trying  to  find  a  cure  for  cancer  in  the 
21th  century  and  a  lonely  interstellar 
astronaut  in  the  26th  century.  The  re- 
sult is  both  emotionally  heavy  and  vi- 
sually stunning  (with  next  to  no  CGI). 

Like  Tom,  the  production  of  Trie 
Fountain  has  its  own  interesting  and 
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Aronofsky  reimagines  sci-fi,  human  mortality  in  ambitious  epic 
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Trie  Fountain  examines  life-extension  and  love  In  the  past,  present  and  future. 


sordid  history.  Filming  of  the  movie 
was  long  delayed  when  the  initial  pro- 
duction fell  apart  in  2002  with  the  ugly 
exit  of  its  original  star  Brad  Pitt,  who 
jumped  ship  to  make  Troy.  With  the 
film  well  into  pre-production,  the  stu- 
dio panicked  and  cancelled  the  film 
altogether.  They  even  auctioned  off 
all  the  set  pieces,  including  a  ten-sto- 
ry-high replica  of  an  Aztec  pyramid. 

By  2004,  the  project  was  back  in  ac- 
tion, with  a  new  budget  and  cast. 

While  the  century-skipping  plot 
may  seem  complicated — and  it  will 
no  doubt  leave  some  scratching  their 
heads — The  Fountain  is  nowhere  near 


as  complex  or  mind-boggling  as  its 
acid-trip  visuals  and  fractured  time- 
line might  suggest. 

While  there  aren't  any  profound 
philosophic  revelations  here,  the  film 
is  successful  in  stretching  the  sci-fi 
genre  in  a  productive  new  direction. 
Aronofsky  cites  a  diverse  array  of 
theology,  giving  nods  to  Buddha,  the 
Bible  and  pretty  much  everything  in 
between. 

Aronofsky  explores  ideas  like  life- 
extension,  life  after  death,  reincar- 
nation, and  how  they  effect  Tom's 
unwavering  devotion  to  his  female 
counterparts  (all  played  by  Rachel 


Weisz).  The  Fountain  is  a  heart- 
wrenching  testament  to  how  love 
can  overpower  the  forces  of  life  and 
death. 

If  the  film  ends  up  disappointing 
Aronofsky  fans,  it's  because  six  years 
is  a  long  time  to  wait  between  pic- 
tures, and  expectations  are  bound  to 
be  unrealistically  high.  That  is  not  to 
say  that  time  has  decayed  the  direc- 
tor's talents,  though. 

As  in  Requiem,  Aronofsky  and  com- 
pany excel  at  creating  scenes  loaded 
with  candy  for  the  ear  and  eye.  Clint 
Mansell,  who  was  lead  singer  of  Brit- 
ish genre-benders  Pop  Will  Eat  Itself 


and  penned  the  score  to  Pi,  once  again 
creates  a  harrowing  score  that  chills 
to  the  bone.  Aronofsky  also  manages 
to  cocix  a  truly  moving  performance 
from  the  hardworking  Jackman,  and  a 
graceful  turn  from  Weisz  (who  is  mar- 
ried to  Aronofsky  in  real  life). 

However,  the  biggest  credit  to 
Aronofsky's  work  is  the  way  he  re- 
inventes  the  genre  to  tell  a  humanist 
chronicle  of  passion  that's  devoid  of 
the  typical  spaceships,  doomsday  ma- 
chines and  killer  computer  programs. 
Avoiding  a  dystopic  view,  Aronofsky 
offers  hope  in  the  face  of  man's  most 
natural  fear. 


Honourable  Hamlet 


Director  Andrea  Wasserman  lets  the  Bard  do  the  talking 


Luke  Higginson 


Too  often  these  days  Shakespeare 
productions,  particularly  those  of 
hits  Wke  Hamlet,  fall  victim  to  a  certain 
degree  of  gimmickry  and  contrivance. 
It's  Hamlet,  they  say,  but  set  against 
the  backdrop  of  World  War  One,  or 
the  Holocaust,  or  WsHamlitron:  Prince 
of  the  Robot  Danes  from  the  year  2654. 
You  get  the  picture.  The  quest  for  a 
creative  reinvention  too  often  turns 
into  a  glorified  stunt,  at  the  expense 
of  this  historic  and  enduring  work. 

So  it  is  the  major  strength  of  Hart 
House  Theatre's  solid  production, 
directed  by  Andrea  Wasserman  and 
starring  Jeremy  Hutton,  is  that  it 
plays  the  classic  straight  and  does  it 
well.  There  aren't  any  Baz  Luhrmann- 
esque  pop  culture  references,  ex- 
perimental lighting  or  sound  designs. 
Rosencrantz  and  Guildenstern  aren't 


portrayed  as  suicidal,  gay  or  astro- 
nauts. It's  refreshing. 

Hutton  plays  Hamlet  like  he's  been 
waiting  for  this  role  his  whole  life.  He 
fills  the  part  with  the  humor,  inten- 
sity and  tragedy  it  demands.  He  also 
manages  to  come  off  as  surprisingly 
natural,  and  nails  all  the  iconic  lines. 

While  Hutton's  performance  is 
clearly  the  standout,  the  acting  is 
strong  throughout  without  any  weak 
links.  Understated  performances 
are  rare  in  any  production  of  Shake- 
speare, but  this  show  proves  they 
shouldn't  be.  Even  comedic  roles  like 
Thomas  Cough's  Polonius  and  David 
Tripp's  Gravedigger  are  played  with 
rare  restraint,  and  are  funnier  for  it. 

In  a  few  scenes  the  dialogue  seemed 
a  bit  rushed,  but  it's  a  long  play  and 
audiences  have  short  attention  spans, 
so  there's  probably  an  implicit  rush 
for  the  actors  to  get  through  the  epic 


in  under  two  hours. 

The  set,  along  with  the  lighting  and 
sound  design,  was  significantly  less 
audacious  than  those  of  other  recent 
Hart  House  shows,  but  suited  the  tone 
of  the  play  perfectly.  Remaining  pre- 
dominantly in  the  background  and 
never  taking  the  audiences'  attention 
away  from  the  actors,  the  sets  never 
provided  less  than  was  needed. 

Wasserman  and  everyone  involved 
should  be  proud  to  put  on  a  decidedly 
un-flashy  production  that  manages  to 
get  all  the  details  right,  from  an  excit- 
ing final  sword  fight  to  a  genuinely 
creepy  ghost  to  a  cast  who  can  actu- 
ally, you  know,  act. 

Rating:  VVVW 

Hamlet  runs  at  Hart  House  Theatre 
until  November  25.  For  more  info  and 
ticr^ets  call:  416-978-8849 


Hamlet  (Jeremy  Hutton)  and  Ophelia  (Arlln  Dixon)  keep  it  real  in  this  Hart  House  production. 
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//DVD  REVIEW 


loudQuietloud: 
a  film  about  The 
Pixies 

A  reference  to  both  their 
songwriting  style  (quiet 
verse,  loud  chorus,  re- 
peat) as  well  as  their 
partitioned  career,  loud- 
Quietloud documents 
the  reunion  of  The  Pix- 
ies, who  broke  up  in  1992 
after  achieving  modest 
success.  After  the  split, 
the  Pixies'  artistic  im- 
pact and  notoriety  grew 
considerably,  thanks  in 
part  to  a  guy  named  Kurt 
Cobain,  who  famously 
claimed  that  all  he  was 
trying  to  do  musically 
was  rip  them  off.  For 
years,  people  wondered 
why  the  Pixies,  a  band 
with  such  talent  and  po- 
tential, would  decide  to 
call  it  quits  on  the  door- 
step of  fame  and  fortune. 
Personal  conflicts,  main- 
ly between  hefty  frontman  Black  Francis 
(a.k.a.  Frank  Black)  and  bassist  Kim  Deal 
(who  also  fronted  the  Breeders)  were 
assumed  to  have  torn  the  unlikely  com- 
bination of  musicans  apart.  After  post- 
humously achieving  iconic  cult  status 
this  decade,  the  Pixies  finally  decided  to 
reunite.  Winning  unprecedented  access 
to  the  band  during  their  2004  reunion 
tour,  loudQuietloud  directors  Steven 
Cantor  and  Matthew  Galkin  present  a 
portrait  of  four  extremely  different  and 
downright  weird  people  who  seem  to 
have  little  in  common  save  for  millions 
of  fans  who  literally  worship  the  ground 
they  rock  on.  Between  cleverly-edited 


concert  footage  from  all  over  Canada, 
the  U.S.  and  Europe,  we  see  Kim  Deal 
accompanied  everywhere  by  her  twin 
sister  Kelley — which  is  pretty  surreal,  as 
they  come  off  as  two  halves  of  the  same 
crazy  consciousness — and  drummer 
Dave  Lovering's  struggle  with  returning 
to  the  spotlight  after  twelve  years  as  a 
semi-successful  children's  magician  with 
an  obsessive  interest  in  metal  detectors. 
Not  necessarily  for  the  uninitiated,  this 
DVD  is  an  entertaining  and  insightful 
must  for  any  Pixies  fan.  —JORDAN  BIMM 

Rating:  VVVW 


F I E  L 13  S 

THE    FIELDS    INSTITUTE    FOR  RESEARCH 
IN    MATHEMATICAL    SCIENCES  IS 
PLEASED    TO    ANNOUNCE  THE 

COXETER  LECTURE  SERIES 

Speaker:  Shafi  Goldwasser 

Professor,  Electrical  Engineering  and  Computer  Science 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 


Professor  Goldwasser  will  give  a  series  of  lectures  in  the 
field  of  the  current  thematic  program  in  Cryptography 

November  22, 2006  -  3:30pm 
LIMITS  OF  OBFUSCATION 

November  23, 2006  -  3:30pm 
NEW  PROOFS  FOR  HARDCORE  PREDICATES 

The  Fields  Institute,  222  College  Street 
 www.fields.utoronto.ca  

The  goal  of  program  obfuscation  is  to  make  a  progrann  completely 
"unintelligible"  \\'hile  preserving  its  fi.mctionality.  Obfuscation  is  a 
cryptographer's  dream:  nearly  any  cryptographic  task  could  be  achieved  securely 
by  writing  a  simple  program  and  then  obfuscating  it  (if  possible!).  In  addition, 
obfuscation  has  been  used  for  years  in  attempts  to  prevent  reverse  engineering. 


The  Varsity 


Change  is  good. 


UNLIMIT  YOURSELF 

iveyhba.ca 


Take  your  degree  to  a 
whole  new  level  of  success. 

With  a  certificate  ia  Public  Administration,  you'll 
have  the  specialized  management  skills  you  need  for 
advanced  positions  in  the  govemment/pubJjc  sector. 

Ca/i  4Ib-b75-6622.  ext.  3206  or  email 
ied.gkm&himiberxajm  further  infonnuthri 
Apply  for  ail  Business  School  progmms  at  the 
OCAS  nvh  site  -  wwvjLmtariocoih-gfs.ca 

Seating  is  Limlted!^^^— 
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The  Business  School 
www.busincss.humber.ca 


Keep  kids 
hooked 
on  life... 

not  [looked 
for  life. 


Report  the  selling  or  supplying  of 
cigarettes  to  anyone  under  19 
to  the  Not  To  Kids  Tobacco  Hotline. 
416-338-SALE  (7253) 


International  Marketing 
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Take  your  degree  to  a 
whole  new  level  of  success. 


In  just  two  semestei  s,  learn  the  marketing  concepts 
and  skills  that  drive  successful  and  global  business. 

Call  416-675-6622,  ext.  3207  or  email 
peter.madottfS'humber.ca  for  further  information. 
Apply  for  all  Bmincss  Schaol  programs  at  the 
OCAS  website  -  mm'.ontariocolleges.ca 


Seating  is  Limited! 


<J|'  HUMBER 

The  Business  School 
www.buslness.humber.ca 


Seeking  a  meaningful  and  satisf  ying  career? 

One  Year  Bachelor  of  Journalism 

Print,  Radio,  Television  and  Online 


Art  a1 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


•  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

•  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

•  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

»  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

•  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

•  Teacher  Placement  Service 

•  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

J  OXFORD 

SEMINARS 

416-924-3240l1-80(l-?79-1I79 
www.oxfordseminars.com 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


•  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 
f  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
i  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
i  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
I  Simulated  Practice  Exams 
Free  Repeat  Policy 
>  Personal  Tutoring  Available 
I  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

www,oxfordseminars.com 


Readings  and  short  lectures  by 

Margaret  Atwood 

and  exiled  writers 

Reza  Baraheni  and  Emma  Beit  ran 


NOT  TO  KIDS 


Stipgtying  tobacco  to  anyone 
itndor  19  Is  ataliot  the  law 

www.ntlt.ca 


iiToiffliiini 

Public  Health 


Not  To  Kids  is  d  codlltion  of  comniunily  partners  including 
Canadian  Cancer  Society,  Council  tor  a  Tobacco  Free  Toronto, 
"^fast  End  Community  Health  Centre,  Health  Canada,  Toronto  Catholic  District 
^'  School  Board,  Toronto  District  School  Board.  Toronto  Public  Health,  YOUTHLINK. 


Monday,  November  27^ 


7:30-8;30pm,  with  reception  8:30-1 0;30pm 
Alumni  Hall,  Old  Vic  -  91  Charles  St.  W. 

StutlentsSIO 


For  more  information,  please  check  our  websites: 

ACTA  VicSoriana    . . .  -r \  j-  -  ;   PEN  Canada  .  .-.  .jx-cvvji,:^. 


A!)  pwjcew.^     to  PTN'  Cnrvw^ft 


Adults  $1& 


Tickets  available  at  UofTtix  Box  Office 

(416)978-8849  ww^vv.uofttix.ca 
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VARSITY  SPORTS 


Sport  'link  to  civil  society' 

UN  undersecretary  and  former  Swiss  president  Adolf  Ogi  speaks  at  U  of  T 


sports@thevarsity.ca 


Josephine  Lee 

Varsity  Staff 


Adolf  Ogi,  the  United  Nation's  under- 
secretary-general and  the  former 
president  of  Switzerland,  addressed 
a  crowd  of  over  one  hundred  in 
the  Benson  Building  Wednesday. 
He  spoke  about  the  importance  of 
sports  regarding  international  com- 
munity development. 

"The  world  is  out  of  balance,"  he 
said.  "We  have  wars,  conflicts,  vio- 
lence, AIDS,  natural  disasters  and 
it  is  urgent  to  act  now,  not  just  to 
criticize. 

"Sports  is  not  only  for  entertain- 
ment. It  can  do  good.  It  cannot  make 
a  person,  but  it  can  make  a  person 
good.  It  is  the  missing  link  to  civil 
society." 

With  the  assistance  of  a  slide- 
show,  Ogi  emphasized  the  need 
for  countries  to  use  sports  to  pro- 
mote peace  in  the  world,  especially 
in  light  of  the  UN's  2003  adoption 
of  resolution  58/5  titled,  "Sport  as 
a  means  to  promote  education, 
health,  development  and  peace." 

The  resolution  is  one  way  in 
which  the  UN  will  try  to  achieve 
its  seven  Millennium  Development 
Goals,  which  include  eradicating 
extreme  poverty  and  hunger,  pro- 
moting gender  equality  and  the  em- 
powerment of  women,  and  ensuring 
environmental  sustainability. 

Ogi  also  referred  to  the  success  of 
the  2005  International  Year  of  Sport 
and  Physical  Education  (lYSPE)  in 
making  governments,  organizations 
and  individuals  aware  of  sport's 
role  in  contributing  to  education, 
development  and  peace. 

He  considers  lYSPE  2005  a 
"launching  pad"  for  future  projects 
that  will  "harness"  the  positive  as- 
pects of  sports. 

Ogi  also  urged  Canadians  to  be- 
come involved  in  the  development 
of  international  sports  programs. 

"Canada  is  a  great  sporting  nation 
and  U  of  T  is  a  leader  in  sports.  To- 
ronto is  the  home  of  Right  To  Play, 
the  most  effective  sports-related 
NGO  in  the  world  today,"  he  said. 

Several  representatives  from 
Right  to  Play  were  in  attendance  at 
the  lecture,  as  well  as  representa- 
tives from  the  faculty  of  physical 
education  and  Health,  Common- 
wealth Games  Canada  and  the  U  of 
T  Centre  for  Health. 

The  undersecretary-general 
lauded  Canada  as  well  as  the  Neth- 
erlands, Finland,  and  Norway  for 
typically  being  keen  promoters  of 
sports  in  the  international  com- 
munity. He  pointed  to  the  need  for 
young  teachers  and  coaches  willing 
to  assist  in  sports  programs  and  ini- 
tiatives around  the  world. 

Of  those  people  who  would  ben- 
efit from  the  implementation  of 
sports  programs,  Ogi  singled  out 
children,  particularly  young  girls. 

"Every  young  boy  and  girl  should 
be  able  to  make  mistakes,"  he  said. 
"Where  can  they  make  those  mis- 
takes? In  sports.  This  is  the  school 
of  life. 

"Women  especially  need  sports  to 
strengthen  their  social  positions." 

The  slideshow  was  used  to  illus- 
trate several  cases  where  sports 
had  helped  to  create  an  atmosphere 
of  peace,  tolerance  and  understand- 


Adolf  Ogi  addressed  the  U  of  T  community  Wednesday  in  a  speech  promoting  sport  as  a  means  to  peace  and  gender  equality.  The  undersecretary-general  and  the  former  presi- 
dent of  Switzerland  urged  Canadians  to  become  involved  in  international  sports  programs. 


ing  in  particularly  volatile  areas 
within  Uganda,  Brazil,  South  Africa, 
Columbia  and  other  nations. 

The  final  example  demonstrated 
how  the  sport  of  cricket  is  helping 
to  bring  India  and  Pakistan  together. 
The  situation  was  jokingly  referred 
to  as  "cricket  diplomacy." 

A  video  following  the  speech  also 
explored  the  effect  of  sports  on 
communities  of  refugees  and  war 
victims. 

Ogi  concluded  by  describing  his 
goal  for  the  future. 

"I  hope  we  can  create  a  new  gen- 
eration that  will  deal  with  the  world 
in  a  better  way,"  he  said.  "From 
here,  we  need  to  partner  with  the 
world  of  sport  and  make  the  world 
more  peaceful  and  better.  We  need 
research  in  this  new  area  where 
sports  meets  development." 

In  the  Q&A  session  that  followed, 
Ogi  also  expressed  the  hope  that 
engaging  young  people  in  sports 
would  also  help  to  curb  obesity, 
which  he  said  is  growing  at  an 
alarming  rate. 

"Obesity  will  be  the  number  one 
problem  of  the  future  if  we  don't  do 
anything  about  it,"  he  said.  "This  is 
another  reason  why  it  is  important 
to  make  the  world  aware  of  the  pow- 
er of  sports  now." 

U  of  T  students  interested  in 
learning  more  about  the  UN's 
"Sport  for  Development  and  Peace" 
resolution  can  find  information  at 
www.un.org/themes/sport. 


//OGI  IN  BRIEF 


1942  -  Born  in  Kandersteg  near  Bern,  in 
southwest-central  Switzerland. 

1979  -  Becomes  member  of  Swiss  Parliament. 

1987  -  Elected  to  Swiss  Federal  Council  as  a 
member  of  Swiss  People's  Party. 

1988-1995  -  In  charge  of  Federal  Department  of 
Transport,  Communications  and  Energy. 

1995-2000  -  In  charge  of  Federal  Department  of 
Defence,  Civil  Protection  and  Sports. 

1993, 2000  -  Was  President  of  the  Swiss 
Confederation,  and  resigns  from  SPP  Dec.  31, 
2000. 

2001  -  Appointed  to  the  task  of  a  Special 
Adviser  on  Sport  for  Development  and  Peace 
to  the  United  Nations  Secretary-General. 

As  a  Special  Adviser,  Ogi  represents  the 
Secretary-General  at  numerous  international 
sport  events.  He  has  called  upon  sport 
organisations  and  international  federations  as 
well  as  sport  industries  to  support  the  United 
Nations  in  the  achievement  of  their  objectives. 

The  mandate  of  the  Special  Adviser  is  oriented  not  only  towards  the  world  of  sport,  sports  industries  and 
governments,  but  also  towards  UN  bodies.  It  includes  the  following  duties  within  the  UN:  consulting  with 
agencies  of  the  United  Nations  system  engaged  in  development,  peace-making  and  peace-building,  and 
identifying  the  tasks  and  programmes  that  might  benefit  from  the  involvement  of  sports  organisations,  in 
order  to  make  recommendations  to  the  Secretary-General. 
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//SPORTS  IN  BRIEFS 


Guard  Michael  DiGiorgio  attacks  the  rim  against  Lal<ehead  here  in  the  season  opener 
last  weekend.  Men's  Basketball  (2-2)  defeated  the  Thunderwolves  70-56. 


Blues  bounced 
from  league  lead 


Hosting  a  pair  this  weekend,  Men's  Bas- 
Icetball  (2-2)  will  try  to  regroup  after 
dropping  tiieir  last  two  games.  U  of  T 
is  tied  for  third  in  the  Ontario  Univer- 
sity Athletic  East  division,  and  will  face 
Brock  (2-1)  Friday  before  their  match- 
up against  Guelph  (1-3)  Saturday. 

Before  this  past  weekend,  the  Blues 
were  ranked  ninth  in  the  country.  But 
after  Western  Ontario  defeated  the 
Blues  78-64  Friday,  and  Windsor  came 
from  behind  to  squeak  out  a  75-74  win 
Saturday,  U  of  T  will  have  to  re-establish 
their  winning  ways  to  find  themselves 
in  the  top  ten  again. 

Their  ranking  may  have  been  inflated 
due  to  the  Blues  dumping  the  defending 
OUA-champion  McMaster  92-58  here 
last  Sunday.  Led  by  Dwayne  Grant  and 
Rob  Paris's  18  point  efforts,  U  of  T  shot 
60  per  cent  from  the  field,  while  disman- 
tling the  Marauders  defensively,  hold- 
ing them  to  36  per  cent.  Coupled  with 
their  79-56  win  over  Lakehead  on  Nov. 
10,  the  Blues  had  surged  to  the  top  of 
the  OUA. 

— CHRISTOPHEPOIRIER 


OUA's  top  teams  ahead  for 
Women's  Basketball 

With  league-leading  Brock  (5-1)  and  third- 
place  Guelph  (3-2)  on  tap  for  U  of  T  (3-2) 
this  weekend,  the  Blues  face  an  early  sea- 
son challenge  on  the  road.  U  of  T  will  need 
to  adapt  to  each  team's  separate  style. 

Brock  plays  a  strong  game  in  the  paint, 
and  is  led  by  forward  Milaina  Lagzdins. 
She  averages  just  under  thirteen  points  a 
game  for  the  Badgers,  and  leads  the  league 
with  9.6  rebounds  over  40  minutes. 

When  matching  up  against  Guelph,  the 
Blues  will  have  to  watch  the  perimeter  as 
guards  Heather  Angus  and  Kris  Yallin  are 
the  team's  top  two  scorers,  averaging  a 
combined  25  points  for  the  Gryphons. 

While  the  Blues  will  have  to  be  flexible 
this  weekend,  this  past  one  had  U  of  T  on 
an  even  keel.  Hosting  two,  U  of  T  notched 
an  85-72  victory  over  Windsor  Saturday, 
hours  after  Western  defeated  the  Blues 
79-69  Friday 

The  Blues  opened  the  season  with 
wins  at  Ryerson  79-39  on  Nov.  4  and  host- 
ing Lakehead  73-56  on  Nov.  10  before  Mc- 
Master pinned  a  85-69  loss  on  U  of  T  last 
Sunday. 
—CP. 


CHRISTMAS  GIFT  WRAPPERS 

Creative  individuals,  locations — Down- 
town Toronto,  North  York,  Richmond 
Hill,  Thomhill.  Managers  to  $10.50/hour 
+  bonuses.  Wrappers  to  $8.85/hour  Full/ 
Part  time,  December  1-24.  416-533-9727  or 
www.torontowraps.com 


COZY  VICTORIAN  (ANNEX:  WALK 
U  OFT)  HOME: 

Basement  self-contained  apt,  furnished, 
laundry,  TV.  hi  sp.  internet;  4  month  lease, 
non-smoking:  $680  Dec.  1st  416-537-3222. 


READING  WEEK  IN  LONDON 

Make  this  the  best  break  ever!  599pp,  all 
accommodation,  breakfast  daily,  various 
sightseeing  tour/tickets,  free  drinks  night 
with  prizes,  free  London  guide  and  lots 
more.  Dates  available  for  17-24  February. 
Ring  1  800  340  9064;  sales@capital-toursltd. 
com;  www.capital-toursltd.com. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


SAMBA  FOR  SUDAN: 
FUNDRAISER  FOR  DARFUR! 

Samba  Elegua,  salsa  &  capoeira  perfor- 
mances, salsa  lesson!  Saturday,  Novem- 
ber 25,  Fez  Batik  (129  Peter),  10  pm. 
19-H  www.sambaforsudaaorg 


\  sale! 


OILSKIN  COATS-T's  the  Season. 

Quality  waterproof  coats  made  from  100% 
cotton.  Long  lasting  and  outstanding  style. 
Full  length  from  $1.59.  and  mid-length  $145. 
Hats  are  $25.  www.australian-shop.ca 
Tel.  416-322-5826. 


SERVICES* 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  or  signup.  Just  dial  10-10-940 
before  your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on 
your  local  Bell  bill,  www.1010940.com 


ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-8.5.5-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138.  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  Past  tests  and 
exams  with  solution  available  for  prac- 
tice. (416)-785-8898. 

TUTOR:  ESL-CERTIFIED,  PROFESSIONAL 
WRITER/EDITOR 

MA,  background  in  health  sciences  416- 
769-4141. 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and 
dissertations,  from  style  to  format. 
APA,  MLA  and  McGill  styles  are  speci- 
alities. Mary  Anne  Carswell,  MA,  MEd, 
mcarswell@sympatico.ca ,  416-303-3106. 


Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  IVI5S  1J6.  Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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THIS  WEEK>S  GAMES 

ICE  HOCKEY  ^  Varsity  Arena 
Women  vs.  Laurier 

Sun.  Nov.  26-5  p.m. 


BASKETBALL  -  Athletic  Centre 
Women  vs.  Brock 

Fri.  Nov.  24-6  p.m. 

Women  vs.  Guelph 

Sat.  Nov.  25-6  p.m. 

Men  vs.  Brock 

Fri.  Nov.  24  -  8  p.m. 

Men  vs.  Guelph 

Sat.  Nov.  25  -  8  p.m. 

VOLLEYBALL  -  Athletic  Centre 
Women  vs.  Queen's 

Sat  Nov.  25  -  I  p.m. 

Women  vs.  RMC 

Sun.  Nov.  26-2  p.m. 

Men  vs.  RMC 

Sun.  Nov.  26-4  p.m. 

^'g^^         BOX  OFFICF 


Change  is  good 


iveyhba.ca 


See  the  DSC-Ti  0  CyDer-shot  digital  camera  at  p  •  -  -  -  -      .  not  carry  aii  colours 

tfie  Sony  store  •  wv.-.v.sonystyie.ca'cyOershot  •  Future  Shop  •  Best  Buy  •  Se.r5  •  Stac;??  •  ^u^z  :  ..  .      •        .  •         j  Electronics  •  Aden  Camera  •  Do-.vntown  Camera  •  Merkle  Camera 


tClear.Photo 


Sony  Points  to  Sony  Products.  Faster! 

For  Sony  dig-tai  imagmg  so'-^v.cns  ai-'d 
Sony  Card  info,  visit  VArwvy.sonystyle.ca 


ike.no.other' 
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I  don't  represent  anyone's  views.  I  represent  me.  I  don't  give  a  f  ucit  what  anyone  else  thinks.' 
-British  MP  George  Galloway  at  Oxford  debate  on  Oct.  30,  according  to  campus  paper  Chenvei 


Students  used  for 
theap  labour': 
TA  union 


Karen  Ho 


Psych  student?  Watch  your  back. 

A  controversial  peer-marking 
system  used  in  a  UTSC  psychol- 
ogy course  has  TA  unions  in  a  furor 
over  the  farmed-out  work.  It  has 
students  even  angrier  at  having 
their  first-year  marks  placed  in  their 
classmates'  hands. 

CUPE  3902,  the  union  represent- 
ing TAs  and  sessional  lecturers  at  U 
of  T's  three  campuses,  announced 
on  Tuesday  that  they  have  filed  an 
official  grievance  with  U  of  T  over 
the  use  of  the  program  in  the  popu- 
lar Introduction  to  Psychology  class 
taught  at  the  Scarborough  campus. 

Currently,  students  in  the  course 
are  required  to  evaluate  and  grade 
the  work  of  their  peers  on  two  as- 
signments, using  the  internet-based 
program.  CUPE  argues  that,  be- 
cause all  marking  and  grading  done 
at  the  university  is  paid  employ- 
ment and  the  assignments  being 
peer-reviewed  online  contribute 
to  final  grades,  the  students  cur- 
rently participating  in  this  required 
component  of  peer-evaluation  are 
entitled  to  be  paid  for  their  work. 
However,  they  maintain  that  this 
only  underscores  the  fact  that  deter- 
mining grades  should  only  be  done 
by  hired,  qualified,  trained  and  ex- 
perienced TAs. 

The  professor  who  created  the 
program  three  years  ago  was  quick 
to  defend  it,  however. 

"No  TA  hours  have  ever  been  lost 
to  ,  if  anything,  they  would  be  lost 
if  was  dropped,"  said  psychology 
professor  Steve  Joordens. 

Joordens  and  graduate  student 
Dwayne  Pare  created  the  program 
to  address  a  generally  recognized 
deficit  in  critical  thinking  and  writ- 
ing skills  in  the  introductory  psy- 
chology course,  but  in  a  way  that 
didn't  require  additional  financing 
and  that  provided  feedback  from 
multiple  sources.  In  the  program's 
marking  method,  five  anonymous 
students  each  give  an  assignment  a 
grade  and  comment,  with  the  high- 
est and  lowest  marks  dropped  to 
eliminate  extremes. 

"We  just  couldn't  do  it  [the  tra- 
ditional way]  with  1,400  students. 
This  way,  the  student  gains  critical 
analytical  skills  that  they  can  apply 
to  their  own  work." 

One  of  the  concerns  commonly 
raised  by  CUPE  and  students  re- 
garding is  the  issue  of  a  significant 


number  of  peers  unfairly  grading 
these  assignments  for  various  rea- 
sons, resulting  in  many  or  all  marks 
being  lower  than  deserved. 

Jemy  Joseph,  vice  president  aca- 
demics at  the  Life  Science  Students' 
Union,  supported  the  intention  of 
the  program,  noting  a  lack  of  critical 
thinking  and  writing  skills  among 
students  in  many  upper-year  sci- 
ence courses  as  well.  However,  she 
points  to  many  examples  in  which 
unfair  grading  did  occur  during  her 
time  in  the  course. 

"It's  a  lot  of  marks  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  your  fellow  students  who 
are  competing  against  you.  There 
are  students  who  will  think,  '1  do 
not  want  anyone  to  getting  a  higher 
mark,  so  1  will  grade  everyone  un- 
fairly' 

"The  worst  was  after  the  first  as- 
signment where  many  students  got 
poor  grades  while  handing  out  high 
grades  and  ended  up  resorting  to 
only  giving  bad  grades  no  matter 
how  well  done  the  second  assign- 
ment was,"  she  added. 

Rob  Wulkan,  vice  president  aca- 
demics of  the  Scarborough  Campus 
Students'  Union,  has  heard  from 
many  students  unhappy  witli  hav- 
ing the  program  used  to  mark  their 
work,  and  had  seen  a  significant 
number  of  complaints  about  this 
in  the  course's  final  Student  Course 
Evaluations. 

"Course  evaluations  consistently 
state  for  PSYAOl  that  students  do  not 
want  the  peer  evaluation  process 
and  feel  that  it  is  an  unfair  measure 
of  their  grade,"  Wulkan  said.  "They 
don't  feel  that  their  peers  are  quali- 
fied the  way  a  TA  would  be  and  very 
often  feel  that  their  mark  doesn't  re- 
flect the  mark  they  should  get. 

First-year  student  Simra  Aziz  dis- 
agrees. "It's  a  great  program,'-'  she 
insists.  "The  whole  point  of  is  real- 
izing what  you  did  wrong.  Without 
this,  you  would  just  have  the  mid- 
term and  the  final." 

Rob  Steiner,  U  of  T's  assistant  vice 
president  of  strategic  communica- 
tions, said  that  "The  university  rec- 
ognizes real  pedagogical  [science  or 
teaching]  value  and  merit  in  Profes- 
sor Joorden's  work." 

Steiner  added  that  the  grievances 
will  be  reviewed  during  the  next 
couple  of  weeks. 

JooMens  also  took  exception  to 
the  wording  of  CUPE's  statement. 

"It's  like  they're  comparing  [the 
course]  to  a  sweatshop." 


//ATTENTION,  DIABOLOS  SHOPPERS 


FANCY  PANTS?:  Fourth-year  student  Roksana  Tkachenko  checks  out  denim  on  Wednesday  at  a  sorority-run  sales  event  at  UC's 
Junior  Common  Room.  Mai1(eters  reckon  that  the  Friday  after  American  Thanksgiving  is  the  start  of  Christmas  shopping  season. 

Student  sour  on  sorority  sale 


When  Alex  Tepperman  showed 
up  at  UC's  Junior  Common  Room 
Wednesday  morning,  he  was 
shooed  away.  U  of  T  sororities  were 
having  a  charity  denim  sale,  and 
had  rented  out  the  entire  space. 

"It's  this  tiny,  tiny  minority  put- 
ting out  hundreds  of  students  who 
use  the  JCR  every  day,"  Tepperman 
groused. 

So  the  Diabolo's  regular  orga- 
nized his  own  "JCR  alternative"  in 
the  UC  quad,  complete  with  music, 
cookies,  and  instant  coffee. 

Inside,  discounted  pairs  of  design- 


er jeans  were  going  for  $80  to  $110. 
Half  of  the  proceeds  will  be  used  to 
fund  scholarships  for  undergradu- 
ate women,  while  the  other  half  will 
be  donated  to  a  charity  promoting 
the  education  of  women  in  Africa, 
explained  Heather  Dichter,  a  leader 
of  sorority  charity  drives  in  the  To- 
ronto area. 

"It's  difficult  finding  a  large  space 
on  campus  for  an  entire  day,"  she 
said.  And  renting  out  the  JCR  only 
cost  them  about  $10  per  hour,  ac- 
cording to  Kris  Moore,  who  handles 
rentals  of  the  space. 


The  denim  sale  did  not  sit  well 
with  Chelsea  Mayne  and  Joshua 
Perry,  a  pair  of  second-year  stu- 
dents lounging  on  one  of  the  couch- 
es. 

"Charity  itself  is  a  symptom  of  our 
capitalist  system,"  reasoned  Perry. 
"Our  overabundance  of  wealth  is 
causing  many  of  the  problems  in 
other  countries." 

Mayne  agreed  with  Perry's  as- 
sessment, but  also  showed  a  prag- 
matic streak.  "Do  you  know  how 
hard  good  jeans  are  to  find?" 
-MIKE  GHENU 
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Italy  exchange  'a  beautiful  thing':  ambassador 


J.P.  Antonacci 

COMMENT  EDITOR 


Soon  after  beginning  his  ambassador- 
ship in  Ottawa  ten  months  ago,  Gabri- 
ele  Sardo  made  what  he  describes 
as  "the  most  exciting  discovery  of  my 
life." 

"1  found  that  the  Italian  language, 
culture  and  lifestyle  had  survived, 
and  thrived,  not  only  in  Toronto,  but 
surprisingly  in  many  other  parts  of 
Canada,"  the  Trieste-born  ambassa- 
dor told  the  Varsity. 

Sardo  hopes  that  a  new  exchange 
program,  to  be  unveiled  later  this 
month  by  the  Italian  and  Canadian 
governments,  will  provide  many 
young  people  the  chance  to  make 
their  own  exciting  discoveries  in  a 
new  land. 

Vacanza  Lavoro  (loosely  translated 
as  "working  holiday")  will  see  Cana- 
dian youths  between  18  and  35  travel 


to  Italy,  and  vice  versa,  for  six  month 
periods.  Participants  will  receive 
consular  support  as  well  as  a  letter 
of  introduction  from  their  embassy 
enabling  them  to  work,  study,  or  sim- 
ply soak  in  the  lifestyle  of  their  host 
nation,  free  of  visa  requirements  and 
red  tape.  Dual  language  skills  are  not 
a  prerequisite — in  fact,  having  partici- 
pants improve  their  second  language 
is  among  the  program's  main  aims. 

Unlike  the  SWAP  program,  designed 
to  provide  international  work  experi- 
ence for  students,  the  less  restrictive 
Vacanza  is  designed  "to  suggest  new 
opportunities"  and  let  young  people 
"experience  Europe  through  Italy," 
Sardo  said. 

"1  resist  having  governments  decide 
on  behalf  of  youth,"  explained  Sardo, 
who  would  rather  see  young  people 
have  "total  freedom  to  pick  up  what- 
ever they  think  is  appropriate"  from 
the  new  culture,  be  that  Ferrari  or 


mosaics. 

Near  the  U  of  T  Italian-Canadian 
Association  (UTICA)  office  at  St.  Mi- 
chael's College,  students  can  always 
be  found  gathered  round  the  get- 
tone  (foosball)  table.  Fred  Caprera 
of  UTICA  would  "absolutely  love  the 
opportunity"  to  explore  Italy  at  his 
own  pace. 

"Things  are  just  more  easy-going 
there,"  Caprera  says.  "You  can  pretty 
much  walk  everywhere,  and  the  so- 
cial aspect  of  just  going  to  a  piazza 
is  something  we  don't  experience  in 
Canada." 

Jeneefer  Stanley,  a  Sicilian  native 
studying  at  St.  Mike's,  has  this  advice 
for  anyone  accepted  into  the  program. 
"They  should  enjoy  every  single  min- 
ute they're  there.  In  six  months,  you 
can  do  a  lot,  but  you'll  also  become 
refreshed. 

"Italy  just  inspires  you  in  so  many 
ways." 


Cana'J.ri.'i 


>aiition 

'"'Democracies 


The  Annual  Begin-Sadat  Lecture 


will  be  inaugurated  by 

Salim  Mansur 

speaking  on 

Sadat's  Conversion  and  What  the  Quran 
Says  About  Jews  in  the  Holy  Land 


Date:  Wednesday,  November  29,  2006 

Time:  8:00  p.m.  {6oors  open  at  7:30 pm)  Reception  to  follow. 

Location:         The  Great  Hall,  Hart  House,  University  of  Toronto 

7  Hart  House  Circle,  accessible  from  Wellesley  Street 
Admission:  Free. 

Dr  Salim  Mansur,  professor  of  political  science  at  the  University  of  Western 
Ontario  and  senior  fellow  with  Canadian  Coalition  for  Democracies,  is  a  founder 
and  director  of  the  Center  for  islamic  Pluralism  and  a  member  of  the  Academic 
Council  of  the  Center  for  Security  Policy,  both  of  Washington,  DC.  Dr  Mansur 
recently  received  the  Stephen  S.  Wise  Profiles  in  Courage  award  along  with 
Salman  Rushdie,  Nonie  Darwish,  Wafa  Sultan  and  Tashbih  Sayyid. 

The  Begin-Sadat  Lecture  has  been  established  by  Canadian  Coalition  for 
Democracies  on  the  25'^  anniversary  of  the  murder  of  Anwar  Sadal.  Menachem 
Begin  and  Anwar  Sadat  were  jointly  awarded  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  in  1978  for 
concluding  a  peace  treaty  between  their  two  countries. 

Founded  in  2003,  Canadian  Coalition  for  Democracies  is  a  non-partisan,  nnulti-ethnic, 
multi-religious  organization  of  concerned  Canadians  dedicated  to  the  protection  and 
promotion  of  democracy  at  home  and  abroad. 

For  more  information  call  (416)  963  8998  or  email:  info@CanadianCoalition.com 
www.CanadianCoalition.com 


DOLCE  FARNIENTE:  Marc  Racco  and  Angelo  Veneziano  play  a  game  of  gettone— only 
one  of  the  many  reasons  to  go  on  the  new  Canada-Italy  exchange  program.  Bella! 


//NEWS  ANALYSIS 


All  roads  don't  lead  to  UTM 


Gus  Constantinou 

SATELLITE  CAMPUS  BUREAU  CHIEF  

Woe  to  the  student  who  must  trek 
from  one  U  of  T  campus  to  another. 
Spread  between  the  downtown  core, 
Scarborough  and  Mississauga,  a 
trip  to  all  three  campuses  is  basi- 
cally a  tour  of  the  GTA,  without  the 
good  parts. 

So  what  happens  to  the  unfortu- 
nate student  stuck  travelling  from 
Scarborough  to  Mississauga,  or  vice 
versa? 

Vlad  Glebov,  vice  president  UTM 
for  SAC,  has  never  had  to  consider 
it.  "In  the  two  years  I've  been  on  SAC 
I've  never  been  approached  with 
that  problem,"  he  said. 

Prerequisites  being  what  they  are, 
this  reporter  finds  himself  in  that 
unlikely,  unenviable  position.  So 
how  does  one  get  from  one  subur- 
ban academic  enclave  to  another? 

For  starters,  the  three  different 
transit  systems  are  necessary  to 
reach  UTM.  A  $2.75  TTC  ride  leads 
to  the  GO  station.  From  there,  it's 
a  45-minute  train  ride  to  Union  Sta- 
tion, followed  by  an  hour  and  a  half- 


long  GO  bus  ride  to  Mississauga's 
Square  One  mall.  A  return  trip  costs 
roughly  $16.  From  Square  One  it's 
a  ride  on  Mississauga  Transit  for 
$2.50,  directly  to  the  campus.  Alto- 
gether, $26.50  and  a  4-5  hour  return 
trip  for  a  two-hour  class. 

Glebov  explained  that  students 
at  UTM  pay  an  annual  levy  of  $80 
that  allows  them  to  travel  free  to 
St.  George  and  back.  But  one  that 
doesn't  help  those  going  from  Scar- 
borough to  Mississauga. 

The  drive  to  UTM  is  worse.  Google 
Maps  suggests  58  kilometres  in  51 
minutes.  But  that  does  not  factor  in 
the  traffic  in  the  Yorkdale  Mall  and 
Pearson  International  Airport  area. 
Traffic  also  swallows  any  time  saved 
by  driving. 

An  alternate  route,  taking  the 
DVP  to  the  Gardiner  and  then  going 
straight  on  to  Mississauga  Road  for 
a  15-minute  drive  is  no  better. 

The  cost?  A  minimum  of  $20  gas 
both  ways  and  extortionist  parking 
rates  from  the  university. 

Lessons  learned?  Pay  attention  to 
prerequisites.  And  get  the  fuck  out 
of  the  suburbs. 


L.  .W.  J 
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THE  UNIVERSITY  PROFESSOR 

LECTURE  SERIES 

AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Aging  and  Mennory: 
Downhill  All  the  Way? 

Fergus  Craik 

Department  of  Psychology 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 


Tuesday,  November  28,  2006 
7:30  pm 

George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  15  Devonshire  Place 

FREE  ADMISSION  •  GENERAL  SEATING  •  DOORS  OPEN  AT  6:30  P.M. 
For  more  information,  visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca  or  call  (416)  946-5937. 
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The  University  Professor  Lecture  Series  is  presented  by  die         G  LO^BM- 
Global  Knowledge  Foundation  »nd  sponsored  by  the  iCNOWLEOGJ 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  and  the  Eiderwood  Foundation.  FOUNDATION 
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Faculty  image  trumps  student  space  at  Leslie  Dan 


Ghadeer  Maiek 


Once  hidden,  small  and  outdated, 
the  new  Leslie  L.  Dan  Faculty  of 
Pharmacy  building  now  stands  tall, 
its  glassy  exterior  marking  off  the 
outskirts  of  the  university  at  Queen's 
Park  and  College. 

The  building's  ingenious  architec- 
ture blends  immaculately  with  the 
surrounding  business  environment, 
yet  the  fringe  location  and  modern 
look  separate  the  faculty  from  U  of 
T's  more  iconic,  "classic"  buildings. 

This  architectural  separation  mir- 
rors several  flaws  in  the  building's 
use  and  design  that  have  alienated 
pharmacy  students  and  reduced  the 
quality  of  the  student  space  in  the 
building. 

While  the  new  building  is  replete 
with  vast  open  spaces,  from  the  gen- 
erous (corporate-sponsored)  lobby 
to  the  vertical  channel  of  open  air 
flowing  to  the  top  floor,  most  of  the 
student  space  is  relegated  to  the 
first  and  second  basements.  The 
basements  are  crowded  with  lock- 
ers, lecture  halls,  a  student  lounge, 
council's  office,  and  a  meeting  room, 
while  the  lobby  and  upper  floors  are 
luminous  and  spacious,  with  upper- 
floor  offices  inhabited  mostly  by  fac- 
ulty members. 

Having  pharmacy  faculty  offices 
on  the  upper  floors  is  advantageous 
to  students  since  they  are  now  able 
to  interact  with  their  professors  and 
teaching  assistants  on  a  one-to-one 
basis  in  a  central  location.  However, 
the  distribution  and  overall  propor- 
tionality of  student  space  to  faculty 


and  corporate  space  throughout  the 
building  is  uneven. 

The  Leslie  Dan  building  has  much 
more  floor  space  than  the  old  phar- 
macy headquarters,  yet  the  new  stu- 
dent lounge  and  council  office  are  the 
same  size  they  were  at  their  previous 
address.  The  old  building  managed 
to  hold  a  well-used  student  library. 
The  new  building,  on  the  other  hand, 
has  a  number  of  resource  centers, 
but  no  library.  Students  must  trudge 
to  Gerstein  to  do  research  or  use  li- 
brary materials. 

Inexplicably,  students  in  the  new 
building  cannot  reach  the  base- 
ments— where  all  the  student  space 
is — by  using  the  elevator,  but  faculty 
members  can.  And  the  fact  that  the 
building  closes  at  8  p.m.  prevents 
students  from  taking  full  advantage 
of  what  study  space  is  available  to 
them. 

The  impression  created  by  all 
these  deficiencies  and  oversights 
is  that  this  academic  building  does 
little  to  improve  the  student  experi- 
ence. Instead,  the  layout  seems  to  ca- 
ter more  to  creating  an  extravagant, 
prestigious  image  of  the  faculty  to 
impress  outside  donors  and  guests. 

This  impression  is  further  con- 
firmed by  the  building's  design. 
With  the  glass  walls,  the  open  space 
concept  of  the  floors,  and  the  pods 
rising  through  the  hollow  centre,  it 
looks  like  this  is  a  sustainable  build- 
ing able  to  incorporate  many  future 
generations  of  students.  Yet,  there 
are  only  two  lecture  halls  in  the  en- 
tire building.  Did  the  architects  not 
anticipate  growth  in  class  sizes? 


The  new  Leslie  L.  Dan  pharmacy  building  is  a  stunning  work  of  modern  architecture, 
but  students  have  been  pushed  aside  while  staff  and  donors  enjoy  the  space. 


The  current  structure  and  system  of 
space  allocation  is,  in  effect,  capping 
off  any  enrolment  increases  to  the 
pharmacy  program,  for  no  reason. 
The  glass  exterior  of  the  build- 


ing suggests  a  transparency  that 
promotes  communication  and  inter- 
action between  the  faculty  and  stu- 
dents of  pharmacy  and  the  outside 
world.  The  walls  are  no  longer  dark 


and  confining,  like  those  of  the  old 
building.  Instead,  these  are  open 
and  liberating.  However,  the  positive 
energy  these  walls  might  generate  in 
students  is  paralysed  by  having  stu- 
dent space  in  the  basement,  where 
the  outside  world  cannot  see  in. 
Once  again,  students  are  left  out  of 
the  equation. 

In  spite  of  these  many  shortcom- 
ings, the  building  does  offer  a  num- 
ber of  facilities  that  help  students. 
Students  find  it  highly  useful  to  have 
a  faculty  building  that  unites  pharma- 
cy students  from  all  levels  of  study. 
This  central  location  cultivates  a 
sense  of  community  and  allows  for 
increased  student  participation  in 
faculty  events.  The  building  also  has 
enough  labs  to  accommodate  several 
groups  of  students  simultaneously. 

The  carpeted  prayer  room  located 
on  one  of  the  upper  floors  is  a  very 
thoughtful  addition  to  the  services 
provided,  especially  since  there  is 
not  much  prayer  space  on  campus. 

Yet,  although  all  these  resources 
are  important,  they  seem  insignifi- 
cant when  compared  to  the  large 
sections  of  the  building  given  over  to 
the  faculty. 

The  old  pharmacy  building  was 
structurally  and  technologically 
insufficient  for  this  expanding  pro- 
gram, so  by-and-large,  pharmacy  stu- 
dents are  pleased  to  have  the  Leslie 
Dan  building.  However,  this  does  not 
diminish  the  ongoing  clash  between 
the  university's  focus  on  creating  a 
prominent  image  for  the  pharmacy 
faculty  and  student  interest  in  avail- 
able space  and  resources. 


U  of  T  misses 
parade  beat 

The  parade  was  as  much  fun  as 
ever  this  year,  with  all  the  tradi- 
tional costumes,  floats,  and  of 
course,  Santa  Claus.  The  various 
marching  bands  were  particularly 
good.  Western  was  there  with  their 
cheerleaders.  Queen's  was  there 
with  their  bagpipes  and  tartans,  U 
of  T  was  MIA.  Wait,  what?  That's 
right.  In  a  century-old  parade,  in 
our  own  city,  that  goes  through 
our  own  campus,  our  school  can't 
even  come  up  with  an  entry.  There 
were  even  two  schools  from  the 
U.S.  marching!  Where  were  the  Blue 
and  Whites?  Do  they  even  exist 
anymore?  And  people  wonder  why 
students  have  so  little  connection 
to  the  campus  and  the  university: 
there  is  nothing  to  connect  to.  SAC 
and  the  administration  are  both 
full  of  talk,  but  a  little  short  on  the 
action. 
Sean  Hayto 


-  LETTERS  - 

Thompson's  tale 

Re:  Councillor  snubs  student 
reporter,  Nov.  20 


It  was  with  great  dismay  that  I  read 
the  article  concerning  Councillor  Mi- 
chael Thompson's  alleged  snubbing 
of  a  university  journalism  student. 
The  piece  misrepresented  what  1 
know  to  be  true  of  Michael — namely 
that  he  is  someone  who,  despite 
working  tirelessly  for  his  commu- 
nity and  on  city  council,  has  always 
given  students  his  time  and  utmost 
consideration. 

I  am  a  professor  of  economics  and 
have  called  upon  Michael  to  come 
speak  to  my  students  on  several 
occasions  concerning  issues  of  com- 
munity development  and  enterprise. 
Each  time  Michael  has  been  more 
than  forthcoming  and  has  donated 
his  time  and  boundless  energy 


to  my  students  without  regard  to 
either  who  was  watching  or  what 
immediate  political  benefit  (if  any) 
such  a  task  may  have  provided. 
It  has  been  my  experience  that 
Michael  does  these  things  because 
he  is  genuinely  interested  in  what 
students  have  to  say  and  also  com- 
mitted to  Scarborough  Centre  and 
the  city  as  a  whole. 

1  am  also  involved  in  a  grassroots 
community  magazine  which  on 
several  occasions  has  called  upon 
Michael  and/or  his  office  to  provide 
a  quote  for  a  story  or  a  message  con- 
cerning a  community  event.  Again, 
on  these  occasions.  Councillor 
Thompson  has  never  once  declined 
to  be  interviewed  nor  has  held  back 
his  support  just  because  we  were  a 
small,  community-orientated  media 
outlet.  In  fact,  quite  to  the  contrary, 
Michael  has  supported  our  little 
magazine  whenever  called  upon. 

Raphael  Gomez 

Chair  Economics  Department, 

Glendon  College  (York  University) 


Councillor  Thompson's  take: 

•  I  would  like  to  clear  up  a  number 
of  inaccuracies  which  appeared 
in  this  article.  When  Ms.  Takaya 
originally  contacted  my  office 
for  an  interview,  she  requested  a 
one-half-hour  session  which  would 
have  to  be  conducted  in  time  to 
meet  her  deadline,  not  the  five 
minutes  that  the  article  stated.  I 
am  a  strong  supporter  of  journal- 
ism education,  and  gladly  accom- 
modate such  requests  if  I  can. 
While  I  have  agreed  to  numerous 
such  interviews  in  recent  years, 
my  schedule  did  not  permit  an 
interview  at  a  time  that  could  meet 
her.  stated  deadline  and  I  had  to 
decline  her  request.  Despite  this, 
she  persisted  in  trying  to  contact 
me  through  my  campaign  office 
by  phone  and  by  dropping  into 
the  office,  even  after  her  stated 
deadline  had  passed.  My  campaign 
staff  described  her  manner  as 
increasingly  confrontational  and 
uncooperative. 


See  Letters  at  www.thevarsity.ca  for  the 

full  text  of  Councillor  Michael  Thompson's 
detailed  response  to  the  story. 


//ONLINE  exclusive: 


Inspired  by  the  media  frenzy 
caused  by  an  uncouth  Kazakh 
journalist,  one  Borat,  HAYLEY 
MORRISON  wonders  if  we  all 
haven't  taken  this  celebrity 
idolization  business  just  a 
little  too  far.  See  Divorcing 
ourselves  from  celebrities  at 
www.thevarsity.ca 


PETER  O'HAGAN  ruminates  on 
the  necessity  of  making  well- 
informed  choices  regarding 
issues  as  divisive  as  the 
abortion  debate,  and  contends 
that  having  the  right  to  choose 
only  matters  if  the  options  are 
understood.  See  A  matter  of 
choice  at  www.thevarsity.ca 
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//  CAMPUS  CUISINE  WITH  AMIE  &  AMANDA 


An  eastern  holiday  treat 


Amie  Watson  and  Amanda  Whittal 

Faced  with  the  challenge  of  finding 
a  restaurant  that  could  provide  a 
healthy  alternative  to  the  stuffing 
and  gravy  of  a  traditional  Christ- 


mas meal,  we  were  a  little  stumped. 
Christmas  isn't  Christmas  without 
the  customary  pie  and  turkey  (or  to- 
furky),  so  we  went  in  a  different  direc- 
tion altogether,  opting  for  traditional 
Japanese — and  no,  that  does  not 


If  you  come  to  a  fork 
in  the  road  take  it. 


UNUMIT  YOURSELF 

iveyhba.ca 


UNIVERSITY 
sfQUELPH 


RATING 


only  mean  sushi. 

The  Okonomi  House  (23  Charles 
St  W)  is  a  little  restaurant  that  you'd 
easily  pass  by  unless  you  were  look- 
ing for  it.  The  layout  isn't  fancy — ^you 
can  choose  to  sit  at  a  table  along  the 
side  or  at  the  counter  in  front  of  the 
grill.  The  restaurant  specializes  in 
okonomi,  a  cross  between  an  omelet 
and  a  pancake,  made  of  flour,  egg, 
milk,  chopped  cabbage,  green  onion 
and  pickled  ginger,  topped  with  teri- 
yaki  sauce. 

The  appeal  of  this  seemingly  sim- 
ple dish  was  lost  on  us  until  we  tried 
it.  It  was  amazingly  flavourful  and  the 
dining  experience  itself  was  enter- 
taining, the  best  part  being  sitting  at 
the  glass  pane  in  front  of  the  grill  and 
watching  everything  being  made.  The 
okonomi  makes  a  nice-sized  lunch  for 
a  reasonable  price,  hovering  around 


$6.00  depending  on  which  of  their 
optional  fillings  (meat,  veggies,  or 
seafood)  you  choose. 

There's  also  optional  anori  (dried 
seaweed)  or  katsuobushi  (bonito 
flakes)  for  $0.50,  though  a  diner  with 
a  little  more  okonomi  experience  told 


us  that  they  have  roughly  the  same 
effect  as  adding  salt  to  your  eggs. 
Nevertheless,  the  novelty  added  to 
the  traditional  meal  experience. 

Because  the  teriyaki  sauce  was 
so  enjoyable,  we  branched  out  and 
tried  the  chicken  teriyaki  ($7.95)  and 
the  tofu  version  ($6.55).  There  was 
nothing  green  to  be  seen,  aside  from 
a  couple  pieces  of  broccoli  with  the 
tofu,  but  the  delicious  sauce  made 
the  meal.  Other  options  include  the 
Yakisoba  ($7.25),  a  dish  of  chicken, 
beef,  shrimp,  veggies  and  stir-fried 
Japanese  noodles  with  a  bowl  of  miso 
soup.  The  highlight  here  was  the 
savoury  soup,  but  all  the  yakisoba 
needed  was  a  little  more  soy  sauce. 
Like  the  teriyaki  dishes,  it  would  have 
been  nice  to  see  something  green  ... 
or  anj^hing  other  than  brown,  really. 
However,  the  sauce  soaked  into  the 
beef,  making  it  very  tender,  a  sure  hit 
for  all  you  carnivores. 

We  couldn't  go  to  a  traditional  Jap- 
anese restaurant  without  trying  the 
edamame  (soy  beans),  which  when 
boiled  in  salt  water  make  a  very  tasty 
snack. 

For  the  complete  experience,  try 
the  sake  (rice  wine)  with  your  meal 
($4.55-small,  $8.75-large,  but  a  little 
goes  a  long  way),  or  the  plum  wine 
(similar  to  a  port  or  dessert  wine  for 
$4.15),  with  dessert  of  homemade 
custard  pudding  ($2.35)  or  standard 
green  tea  ice  cream  ($2.95). 

The  restaurant's  service  left  some- 
thing to  be  desired.  All  the  servers 
were  polite  but  rarely  seen,  as  they 
were  constantly  running  from  table 
to  table.  The  servers  might  be  for- 
given, however,  as  the  place  was 
busy — a  clear  sign  of  a  good,  authen- 
tic restaurant. 

Try  the  Okonomi  House  for  an  af- 
fordable and  unique  dining  experi- 
ence. Stir-frying  at  home  is  fun,  but 
watching  a  master  whip  together  sev- 
eral dishes  at  the  same  time  makes 
you  realize  that  you  have  a  lot  more 
to  learn — much  like  school. 


//QUOTABLE 


"Everybody 
who  has  written 
a  book  about 
this  has  taken 
blood  money.  You  can't 
have  selective  morality. " 

-  Noted  almost-author  O.J. 
Simpson,  whose  tell-all  book 
(hypothetical,  of  course)  has 
been  squashed  by  publishers 
in  response  to  public  outcry 

O.J.  may  be  right  in  saying 
that  all  who  profited  from  his 
case  took  "blood  money,"  but 
for  all  those  other  authors 
that  was  merely  an  expres- 
sion. O.J.  nicely  sums  up  his 
rationale  for  the  TV/book 
deal,  though.  You  can't  have 
selective  morality — only  he 
can. 


Visit  our  website  to  find  out  more  about  our  wide  range  of  programs, 
outstanding  faculty,  funding  opportunities  and  services: 

www.uoguelph.ca/graduatestudies 
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Psiphon,  a  new  anti-censorship  software  developed  at  U  of  T,  aims  to  help  citizens  evade  censorship  in  countries  like  China. 

Tsiphon-ing  for  free  bytes 

In  the  dark,  dungeon-like  basement  of  the  Munk  Centre,  a  group  of  human  rights  activists  and  computer 
scientists  are  quietly  raging  a  war  on  the  free  flow  of  information  on  the  web — MANDY  LO  investigates 


Psiphon,  a  new  anti-censor- 
ship tool  that  promises  bar- 
rier-free web  access  to  those 
living  with  restrictive  government 
censors  such  as  residents  of  China 
and  Iran,  is  scheduled  to  launch  on 
Dec.  1.  The  Citizen  Lab  at  the  Munk 
Centre  for  International  Relations 
developed  the  tool  to  fight  the  war 
against  government  censorship. 

"[Psiphon  will  be]  an  easy-to-use 
and  secure  way  to  allow  citizens  to 
exercise  their  basic  human  rights 
of  access  to  information,"  said  Dr. 
Ronald  Deibert,  the  director  of  Citi- 
zen Lab  and  a  professor  of  political 
science. 

Psiphon  allows  users  in  censored 
countries  to  access  blocked  online 
content  securely,  through  servers 
in  an  uncensored  country  with  a 
unique  web  address,  user  name, 
and  password.  Upon  entry  to  a  web- 
site, a  new  toolbar  will  appear  in  the 
user's  browser,  letting  them  browse 
the  web  unwatched  by  censorship 
computers. 

The  toolbar  fetches  content  for 
users  from  the  uncensored  server 
and  sends  it  back  through  an  en- 
crypted "https"  channel — the  same 
one  used  by  banks  and  commercial 
websites  for  financial  transactions. 
As  a  result,  a  user's  connection  to 
Psiphon  will  be  hidden  beneath  an 
electronic  web  of  global  financial 
traffic,  and  look  like  another  E-bay 
transaction. 

Deibert  believes  it  is  almost  im- 
possible for  authorities  to  block 
Psiphon. 

"For  these  governments,  it  will  be 


a  matter  of  shutting  the  internet  off 
or  cutting  off  e-commerce,"  he  said. 

The  creation  of  Psiphon  can  be 
traced  back  to  Deibert's  twin  inter- 
ests in  information  technology  and 
international  relationships.  In  2002, 
Deibert  and  collaborators  from 
Cambridge  University  and  the  Berk- 
man  Centre  at  Harvard  Law  School 
started  the  OpenNet  Initiative  to 
document  patterns  of  internet  cen- 
sorship around  the  world.  Using  re- 
ports from  advocacy  organizations 
and  volunteers  in  censored  coun- 
tries, the  group  determined  how 
censors  operate  and  what  they  try 
to  filter  out. 

The  group  has  found  varying  de- 
grees of  internet  censorship  around 
the  world,  from  Germany  filtering 
hate  sites  with  Nazi  messages  to 
extensive  national  efforts  in  China 
to  block  political,  religious  and  hu- 
man rights  information  using  gov- 
ernment-controlled servers  that  sift 
through  every  bit  of  virtual  traffic. 

All  internet  communications  in 
China  go  through  one  of  the  nine 
"gateways"  that  filter  out  materials 
like  references  to  the  Tiananmen 
Square  massacre  and  Tibetan  inde- 
pendence. When  a  viewer  tries  to 
access  a  banned  site  in  China,  not 
only  will  the  surfer  receive  a  net- 
work error,  but  the  user's  unique  IP 
address  will  "freeze"  for  twenty  sec- 
onds to  three  minutes,  stopping  the 
flow  of  data. 

According  to  Deibert,  govern- 
ments in  the  United  Arab  Emirates, 
Iran,  and  Yemen  also  use  commer- 
cial filtering  software,  often  devel- 


oped in  the  United  States.  Search 
engines  such  as  Google  and  Yahoo 
are  also  known  to  filter  content  in 
their  Chinese  versions. 

Unlike  other  anti-censorship  pro- 
grams, Psiphon  installs  no  software 
on  the  user's  computer,  leaving  no 
evidence  that  could  be  cause  for  in- 
terrogation in  some  countries. 

Perhaps  the  most  unique  aspect 
of  Psiphon  is  its  dependence  on  a 
social  network  of  trust.  Almost  any 
home  computer  in  an  uncensored 
country  can  become  a  Psiphon 
server,  or  "node,"  and  allow  trusted 
friends  and  families  in  a  monitored 
country  to  surf  freely. 

In  contrast  to  other  censorship 
circumvention  alternatives,  such 
as  publicly  accessible  IP  addresses 
with  large-scale  servers  that  are 
easily  blocked  by  authorities  once 
detected,  each  Psiphon  "node"  is 
independent  from  all  others,  and 
known  only  to  a  few  individuals, 
making  it  more  difficult  for  authori- 
ties to  track  them  down. 

"The  first  and  foremost  of  our 
intention  is  to  protect  the  user,  the 
person  at  the  censored  location, 
who  is  most  at  risk.  That  is  why  it 
works  through  social  networks  of 
trust  and  the  https  connection."  De- 
ibert emphasized. 

Deibert  is  optimistic  that  U  of  T's 
vast  network,  with  connections  to 
countries  with  pervasive  censor- 
ship laws,  will  help  distribute  Psi- 
phon globally. 

Psiphon  software  and  source  code 
will  be  released  for  free  on  the  web 
at  http://psiphon.civisec.org.  While 


concerned  about  how  authorities 
will  try  to  defeat  software  like  Psi- 
phon, Deibert  believes  releasing  the 
program  as  an  open  source  will  en- 
hance the  software  by  letting  others 
make  their  own  improvements. 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE; 


The  first  cases  of  radon 
poisoning  were  discovered  in 
uranium  miners.  Poor  ventilation 
in  factories  led  to  the  first 
deaths  associated  with  asbestos 
exposure.  More  recently,  a 
chemical  dubbed  "perc"  used 
in  dry  cleaning  has  been 
designated  an  environmental 
toxin.  Atmospheric  carcinogens 
from  a  variety  of  sources  can 
make  their  way  into  your  body 
at  home,  work,  or  school.  Where 
is  it  coming  from  and  how  can 
we  better  minimize  exposure? 
DAN  RIOS  delves  into  the  dark 
climate  of  airborne  carcinogens 
in  Canadian  legislature  and  in  our 
everyday  environment. 
Visit  www.thevarsity.ca  for  more. 


No  low  price  for  pretty? 

How  far  would  you  go  to  get  rid  of 
wrinkles — especially  if  you're  a  sci- 
entist with  a  lab  full  of  chemicals?  A 
recent  report  investigated  four  cas- 
es of  botulism,  a  rare  and  potential- 
ly fatal  paralytic  disease,  that  were 
caused  by  an  unlicensed  cosmetic 
treatment  of  Botox  in  2004.  The 
bacterium  that  causes  botulism, 
Clostridium  botulinum,  produces  a 
toxin  that  is  the  active  ingredient 
in  Botox,  called  botulinum  toxin. 
A  Florida  doctor,  jailed  in  January 
2006,  injected  himself  and  three 
patients  with  highly  concentrated 
preparations  of  botulinum  toxin 
that  resulted  in  blood  toxin  levels 
up  to  40  times  the  estimated  human 
lethal  dose.  The  victims  all  exhib- 
ited symptoms  of  life-threatening, 
naturally  occurring  botulism,  and 
were  the  first  cases  to  ever  get  sick 
with  botulism  from  injecting  theni- 
selves  with  botulinum  toxin.  Unlike 
licensed  Botox  treatments,  the  bot- 
ulinum preparation  in  these  cases 
had  been  licensed  for  laboratory 
use,  not  clinical  injections.  If  distrib- 
uted evenly,  the  amount  of  toxin  in  a 
single  vial  of  laboratory  botulinum 
preparation  can  kill  approximately 
14,286  adults. 

Source;  Journal  of  the  American 
Medical  Association 
— MAYCE  AL-SUKHNI 

Don't  freak  over  sweets 

Patients  with  diabetes  should  be 
vigilant  when  it  comes  to  signs  of  a 
panic  attack,  according  to  a  recent 
study.  Panic  episodes  can  mimic  the 
signs  of  low  blood  sugar,  and  this 
may  cause  the  body  to  adjust  its 
blood  sugar  levels  to  compensate, 
possibly  leading  to  high  blood  sug- 
ar levels.  Researchers  also  found 
that  panic  attacks  are  linked  to 
poor  health  outcomes  for  diabetic 
patients,  in  general.  The  episodes 
might  interfer  with  patients'  ability 
to  follow  treatment  regimens  that 
require  them  to  care  for  themselves. 
The  situation  is  further  complicated 
by  the  fact  that  panic  disorders  and 
depression  are  frequently  found  in 
the  same  patient,  highlighting  the 
importance  of  treating  the  diabetic 
patient's  other  conditions. 
Source:  General  Hospital  Psychiatry 
— M.A. 

Cool  shades,  Earth 

If  global  warming  turns  the  earth 
into  a  land  of  perpetual  summer  in 
the  next  two  decades,  we  now  have 
a  plan.  A  specialist  of  modern  optics 
at  the  University  of  Arizona  has  de- 
signed a  way  to  shade  the  earth  from 
the  sun  by  launching  trillions  of  tiny 
spacecraft  into  an  orbit  aligned  with 
the  sun,  forming  a  cylindrical  cloud 
around  the  earth.  Though  transpar- 
ent, the  "shades"  will  diffuse  the 
sunlight  reaching  the  earth  by  two 
per  cent,  approximately  the  amount 
required  to  balance  out  the  effects 
of  global  warming. 
Source:  University  of  Arizona  news 
service 
— SANDY HUEN 
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THE  VIEW  FROM  HERE:  Light  pollution  from  Richmond  Hill's  suburban  sprawl  ha:>  rendered  some  of  the  observatory's  instruments  useless.  The  three-domed  building  to  the  right  houses  administrative  offices  and  a  couple  of  unused,  smalls 


Blinded  by  the  light 


The  university  is  seeking  to  divest  itself  of  the  David  Dunlap  Observatory  in  Richmond  Hill,  KEVIN  KWOK  WONG  reports 


Uof  T's  71-year-old  David  Dunlap 
Observatory  in  Richmond  Hill  has 
hosted  a  long  line  of  Canada's  most 
renowned  astronomers.  But  if  the 
university  gets  its  way,  the  few  re- 
maining astronomers  using  the  observatory's 
1.88-metre  telescope  will  likely  be  the  last. 

The  DDO's  blue-framed  telescope,  the  larg- 
est in  Canada  by  two  inches,  was  once  the 
tool  of  choice  for  most  of  the  astronomers 
working  late  nights  under  the  observatory's 
white  dome.  Among  other  distinctions,  DDO 
was  where  researcher  Tom  Bolton  spotted  the 
first  evidence  of  black  holes,  in  1971.  When  it 
was  first  built,  astronomers  there  studied  the 
universe  through  images  printed  on  photo- 
graphic plates.  Now,  even  with  advanced  CCD 
detectors — similar  to  those  used  in  digital 
cameras — their  successors  struggle  to  inter- 
pret data  washed  out  by  the  lights  of  Rich- 
mond Hill. 

Light  pollution  is  not  the  only  problem  loom- 
ing over  the  land-locked  observatory,  which, 
despite  being  surrounded  by  189  acres  of  its 
own  green  space,  is  just  a  speck  in  a  sea  of  sub- 
urban rooftops. 

Court  documents  filed  by  U  of  T's  Governing 
Council  in  2003  show  that  the  university  may 
be  considering  selling  off  the  observatory  and 
the  land  it  sits  on,  stating  that  the  "ability  of 
the  [DDO]  to  function  as  a  world-class  obser- 
vatory has  been  substantially  hindered  by  ... 
light  pollution  and  changes  in  the  practice  of 
astronomy  and  astrophysics." 

Since  the  land  around  the  DDO — containing 
forested  areas  and  a  herd  of  deer,  according 
to  Richmond  Hill  officials — was  part  of  a  dona- 
tion, U  of  T  must  win  an  appeal  to  lift  restric- 


tions placed  on  the  use  of  the  land  before  being 
able  to  sell  it.  According  to  covenants  placed 
on  the  donation,  if  U  of  T  were  to  use  the  land 
for  purposes  other  than  "an  observatory  and 
park,"  it  would  revert  back  to  the  heirs  of  the 
original  benefactor,  Jessie  Donalda  Dunlap. 

To  honour  her  late  husband,  Jessie  Dunlap, 
who  has  at  least  three  living  heirs,  donated  the 
land  for  the  construction  of  the  observatory 
and  its  administration  building  to  the  U  of  T 
in  1935. 

Since  those  early  years,  Richmond  Hill  has 
grown  into  a  development-hungry  metropolis 
where  each  acre  of  the  189  belonging  to  the 
DDO  has  the  potential  to  be  worth  anywhere 
from  $400,000  to  $600,000,  for  a  total  of  around 
$75.6  million  to  $113  million. 

The  Governing  Council  is  claiming  that  the 
goals  of  the  original  donation  will  be  best  fur- 
thered by  funding  new  projects  in  astronomy, 
"by  disposing  of  the  lands  ...  and  using  the 
proceeds." 

But  many  astronomy  lovers  feel  the  closure 
of  the  DDO  would  be  another  blow  to  enthusi- 
asts still  lamenting  the  mothballing  of  the  for- 
mer McLaughlin  Planetarium  in  1995. 

"I  would  say  that  would  be  very  bad,  be- 
cause then  education-wise,  people  wouldn't 
be  able  to  come  here,"  said  Tuba  Koktay,  the 
public  education  and  outreach  coordinator  at 
the  DDO,  who  began  at  the  observatory  as  an 
astronomer. 

As  part  of  her  role  at  the  DDO,  Koktay  orga- 
nizes and  presents  lectures  to  some  of  the  al- 
most 3,000  people  who  visit  the  site  annually, 
ranging  from  scouts  earning  their  astronomy 
badge  to  members  of  the  Royal  Astronomical 
Society  of  Canada,  who  set  up  their  own  tele- 


scopes on  the  grounds  for  public  use. 

Lynn  Foster,  a  Richmond  Hill  city  councillor, 
highlights  the  role  in  the  community  of  the  ob- 
servatory grounds  themselves. 

"If  1  can  be  so  cavalier,  it's  almost  like  being 
in  Muskoka,  but  you're  right  in  the  middle  of 
Richmond  Hill,"  said  Foster,  the  newly  re-elect- 
ed councillor  for  Toronto's  Ward  4,  describing 
the  DDO's  vast  property  of  forests  and  grass- 
land. "There's  a  whole  natural  area  that's  been 
created  there  and  now  . . .  we've  got  this  micro- 
cosm of  Central  Ontario  wildlife  and  all  the  ap- 
propriate flora  and  fauna." 

Foster,  whose  little  brother  used  to  cut  grass 
for  one  of  the  astronomers,  also  talked  about 
how  the  25  deer,  arboretum,  and  zodiac  gar- 
den on  the  property  all  contribute  to  the  am- 
bience of  the  grounds,  which  are  open  for  the 
community  to  use  as  a  park. 

"Those  kinds  of  connections  are  really  im- 
portant for  people,  for  their  health,  not  only 
their  physical  health  ...  but  also  mental  health 
as  well,"  Foster  said. 

When  the  Richmond  Hill  city  council  con- 
venes in  January,  Foster  and  the  Heritage  Rich- 
mond Hill  committee,  which  she  chairs,  will  go 
to  council  to  recommend  the  site  receive  a  spe- 
cial heritage  designation  that  would  protect  it 
from  development,  but  not  before  trying,  for 
the  second  time,  to  convince  U  of  T  to  send  a 
representative  to  discuss  the  matter. 

"There  are  many  issues  here,  and  I  have  ev- 
ery hope  and  belief  that  they  will  be  resolved 
in  a  very  positive  manner.  We  just,  at  this 
point,  have  to  get  everybody  to  the  table,"  Fos- 
ter said. 

And  though  members  U  of  T's  Governing 
Council,  including  President  Naylor,  were  not 


available  for  comment,  Peter  Martin,  the  chair 
of  the  astronomy  and  astrophysics  depart- 
ment, offered  reasons  the  university  might 
consider  selling  the  observatory. 

"It's  a  matter  of  priority  ...  given  the  huge 
range  of  opportunities  [in  astronomy],  where 
would  a  person  spend  their  research  effort?" 
asked  Martin. 

"Things  happen  amazingly  fast  with  technol- 
ogy that  one  can't  even  imagine  what  we'll  be 
doing  70  years  from  now,"  he  said. 

Though  technology  has  helped  the  1.88-me- 
tre telescope  at  the  DDO  become  several  times 
more  efficient — it  now  uses  CCD  sensors  in- 
stead of  photographic  plates — light  pollution 
still  hinders  the  operation  of  the  observatory, 
according  to  Martin. 

Among  its  other  problems,  the  sheer  light- 
gathering  power  of  Canada's  largest  telescope 
is  much  less  than  that  of  larger  optical  tele- 
scopes located  in  places  with  more  accommo- 
dating weather. 

At  telescopes  located  in  Hawaii  and  Chile, 
"you  don't  waste  as  much  time  waiting  for  a 
little  hole  in  the  clouds.  With  DDO,  you  have 
to  be  there  to  know  whether  it's  clear  or  not," 
Martin  said. 

The  scope  of  astronomy  today  is  also  no  lon- 
ger limited  to  using  mere  visible  light.  It  now  in- 
cludes infrared,  radio,  and  x-ray  observation. 

"It's  not  marginalized  in  the  sense  that  its  ca- 
pability has  gone  down  . . .  but  it's  now  a  part  of 
a  much  bigger  range  of  activity,"  Martin  said. 

When  optical  astronomy  was  still  in  its 
prime,  the  discoveries  made  at  the  DDO  were 
among  some  of  the  most  important  in  the 
field. 

Three  decades  ago.  Professor  Tom  Bolton 
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r  telescepes.  With  a  mirror  1.88-metres  wide,  the  DDO  is  dwarfed  by  modern  telescopes,  whose  mirrors  are  up  to  6.5-metres  wide — and  located  sunnier  places,  such  as  Hawaii. 


'We  still  are  a  very  productive  observatory,  but  there's  so  few  of  us  doing  it  now  that 
we  don't  have  the  breadth  of  reach  in  various  fields  we  used  to  have' 


//SURROUNDED  BY  SUBURBIA 


pointed  the  observatory's  main 
telescope  at  the  coordinates  of  an  x- 
ray  source,  and  noticed,  in  spectro- 
graph readings,  an  object  "too  large" 
to  be  a  star.  Bolton's  discovery  of  the 
black  hole  Cygnus  X-1  has  followed 
his  name  throughout  his  career. 

Disagreeing  with  his  colleagues, 
Bolton  said  the  fate  of  DDO  shouldn't 
be  sealed  yet,  since  it's  still  used  for 
valuable  research. 

"We  still  are  a  very  productive  ob- 
servatory, with  significant  impact  in 
the  areas  in  which  we  do  research, 
but  there's  so  few  of  us  doing  it  now 


that  we  don't  have  the  breadth  of 
reach  in  various  fields  as  we  used  to 
have,"  Bolton  said. 

Upgrading  the  observatory's  hard- 
ware would  go  a  long  way  in  improv- 
ing the  observatory's  performance, 
according  to  Bolton.  Planet-hunting, 
catching  up  with  Harvard  Universi- 
ty's 1.5-metre  telescope,  and  acquir- 
ing higher  resolution  readings  of  the 
stars  are  all  possible  with  better  in- 
strumentation. 

"There  are  a  lot  of  things  we  could 
do,  some  of  them  small,  some  of  them 
more  expensive  and  very  significant, 


but  in  total  they  would  improve  the 
performance  of  the  telescope  and 
make  a  greater  variety  of  research 
possible,"  said  Bolton.  "This  could 
be  a  productive  observatory  for  as 
far  into  the  future  as  I  can  imagine. 
But  the  kind  of  research  that  we 
do  here  is  going  to  disappear  if  it's 
closed  up,  because  you  can't  do  it  on 
the  big  telescopes." 

Martin  cautions  that  the  idea  of  U 
of  T  selling  the  DDO  is  still  not  defi- 
nite. 

Indeed,  according  to  the  lawyer 
representing  U  of  T  on  this  case,  the 
application  "has  not  gone  forward  at 
this  point  in  time  because  the  par- 
ties are  in  discussion  about  how  to 
resolve  the  issue." 

The  lawyer  for  one  of  Jessie  Dun- 
lap's  heirs  declined  requests  for  an 
interview,  saying  that  it  is  "too  sensi- 
tive of  a  matter  to  deal  with  through 
the  media." 

Bolton's  worst-case  scenario,  and 
one  he  says  is  very  likely,  is  that 
when  he  and  another  astronomer  at 
the  site  retire  within  the  next  year, 
the  observatory's  future  would  be 
even  more  uncertain. 

"If  it's  closed  and  there's  a  long 
period  when  it's  in  limbo,  without 
maintenance  of  the  buildings,  and 
without  continuity  of  the  staff . . .  and 
there  was  deterioration  of  the  build- 
ing and  equipment  ...  then  1  think 
it  would  be  nearly  impossible  to  re- 
open to  observatory." 


jary  9, 2007 
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Botched  Bobby 

Unlike  assassin  Sirhan  Sirhan,  director  Emilio  Estevez  misses  the  mark 


FILM  REVIEW 


Bobby 


Directed  by  Emilio  Estevez 


Starring  William  H.  Macy, 
Christian  Slater, 
Lawrence  Fishbume 


Rating:  V^W^ 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


As  big  fan  of  all  things  Kennedy,  I 
went  into  Bobby  hoping  for  the  best, 
but  well  prepared  for  the  worst.  Could 
Emilio  Estevez,  writer  and  director  of 
Men  At  Work,  really  write  and  direct 
the  kind  of  film  that  the  legacy  of  Rob- 
ert P.  Kennedy  deserves? 

The  answer,  sadly,  is  no. 

Instead,  Estevez  creates  a  by-the- 
numbers  historical  drama  with  too 
many  plotlines  that  fails  to  even 
recognize  that  the  most  interesting 
aspects  of  the  RFK  assassination 
are  Robert  F.  Kennedy  and  assassin 
Sirhan  B.  Sirhan. 

Depicting  the  24  hours  leading  up 
to  Bobby's  murder,  Estevez  focuses 
his  fragmented  fictional  account  on 
the  lives  of  the  occupants  and  em- 
ployees of  the  Ambassador  Hotel  in 
Los  Angeles.  There,  on  June  5,  1968, 
Kennedy,  campaigning  for  the  demo- 
cratic presidential  nomination,  was 
shot  at  near-point-blank  range  in  the 
hotel's  kitchen  moments  after  giving  a 
victory  speech  celebrating  his  win  in 
the  crucial  California  primary. 

While  choosing  to  concentrate  on 
fictional  characters  in  a  film  about  a 
relatively  recent  event  of  major  his- 
torical significance  is  really,  really 
stupid,  Estevez  really  shoots  himself 
in  the  foot  by  crowding  the  story 
with  at  least  20  major  characters  (all 
played  by  recognizable  Hollywood 
stars)  interacting  in  over  15  intertwin- 
ing plotlines. 


A  Kennedy  campaign  sign  is  liard  to  see  behind  Svetlana  Metkina  and  Josliua  Jacltson  in  Bobby. 


It's  easy  to  see  that  Estevez  wants 
to  showcase  Bobby's  ideological  and 
personal  influence  on  all  classes  of 
society.  As  a  result,  we  follow  racially 
charged  episodes  in  the  hotel's  kitch- 
en, workplace  adultery  in  the  guest- 
rooms and  RFKs  campaign  on  the 
street  in  front.  Estevez  ham-handedly 
goes  for  the,  "How  did  Bobby  effect 
the  everyman?"  approach  by  literally 
bringing  in  a  representative  from  ev- 
ery possible  demographic  and  show- 
ing you  how  they  change  as  a  result  of 
the  assassination. 

Here's  the  problem:  these  "ordinary 
people"  are  all  played  by  huge  Holly- 
wood stars.  Martin  Sheen,  William  H. 
Macy,  Anthony  Hopkins,  Lawrence 
Fishburne,  Sharon  Stone,  Joshua 
Jackson,  Elijah  Wood,  Demi  Moore, 
Christian  Slater,  Ashton  Kutcher, 
Lindsay  Lohan  and  yikes,  Emilio  him- 
self are  supposed  to  represent  "ordi- 
nary people"?  Why  not  use  a  cast  of 
relative  unknowns?  With  a  relatively 
small  budget  of  $10  million,  you'd 
think  they'd  want  to  skimp  on  the  tal- 


ent (which,  ironically,  would  probably 
have  resulted  in  a  better  film). 

If  keeping  track  of  who's  who  isn't 
hard  enough,  sitting  through  a  pa- 
rade of  empty,  and  at  times  embar- 
rassingly bad  performances  surely 
will  be.  Sometimes  done-in  by  the 
cheesy,  poorly-crafted,  over-romanti- 
cized script  ("somewhere  in  between 
our  things  and  our  stuff  is  us"  muses 
Martin  Sheen  in  one  particularly 
sappy  moment),  and  sometimes  the 
actors  are  simply  victims  of  their  own 
ineptitude. 

Lawrence  Fishburne,  who  plays  the 
kitchen  staff's  own  in-house  Martin 
Luther  King — pontificating  his  trade- 
mark brand  of  realistic  optimism  on 
race-relations — delivers  a  painfully 
long,  overly-sentimental  monologue 
about  King  Arthur  after  a  Mexican  kid 
gives  him  some  free  Dodgers  tickets. 
It  finally  ends:  "You,  Jose,  are  a  young 
King.  Caring,  kind,  humble.  Chivalrous 
act,  chivalrous  act  indeed!"  I  wanted 
to  laugh  and  puke  at  the  same  time. 

I  was  also  disappointed  that  Hop- 


kins was  particularly  weak  as  the 
Ambassador's  retired  doorman,  de- 
livering several  lines  that  sounded 
misspoken  or  like  bad  takes.  Gener- 
ally, dialogue  was  flat  and  ill-timed, 
for  which  the  blame  should  be  shared 
equally  among  the  director  and  the 
actors.  Even  Macy  came  off  as  flat,  ap- 
pearing at  times  to  be  severely  over- 
acting, something  that  instantly  kills 
all  realism. 

But  the  film  wasn't  all  terrible.  One 
subplot  follows  two  young  Kennedy 
campaign  volunteers  (played  by  Shia 
LaBeouf  and  Brian  Geraghty)  who 
ditch  their  door-knocking  duties  to 
score  pot  off  a  dealer  in  the  hotel. 
Instead,  the  beatnik  dealer,  (Ashton 
Kutcher)  convinces  them  to  drop 
acid  which,  needless  to  say,  results  in 
some  very  funny  "coming  of  age"  mo- 
ments. 

Bobby's  biggest  flaw,  by  far,  is  Es- 
tevez's  decision  to  exclude  Kennedy 
from  the  story.  A  la  Jesus  in  Ben  Hur, 
Kennedy  (Mark  Valley)  is  shown  only 
in  the  background  of  fleeting  shots. 


and  his  face  is  always  obscured.  This, 
coupled  with  the  excessive  hero-wor- 
ship in  the  script  makes  Kennedy 
out  to  be  some  sort  of  unknowable, 
inaccessible  deity,  which  is  exactly 
the  opposite  of  how  he  would  have 
wanted  it.  A  true  man  of  the  people, 
who  regularly  stumped  on  impover- 
ished street  corners,  and  purpose- 
fully traveled  through  neglected  rural 
communities,  Kennedy's  inspirational 
personality  should  have  been  the  fo- 
cus of  this  film,  not  a  bunch  of  sappy 
archetypes  created  by  Estevez. 

One  Kennedy  movie  that  gets  it  right 
is  Roger  Donaldson's  Thirteen  Days 
(2001),  which  dramatizes  the  events 
of  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis  from  the 
perspective  of  President  John  F.  Ken- 
nedy and  his  staff.  In  this  film,  a  cast  of 
relative  unknowns  (save  for  producer 
Kevin  Costner,  who  unsurreptitiously 
wrote  himself  into  the  film)  bring  an 
ensemble  of  historical  characters  like 
Adlai  Stevenson,  Robert  McNamara, 
Theodore  Sorenson  and  Jack  and 
Bobby  Kennedy  to  life.  Stephen  Culp 
does  an  excellent  job  as  Bobby,  who 
was  then  serving  as  Attorney  General 
and  was  one  of  his  brother's  closest 
advisors.  Culp  wears  the  role  like  a 
second  skin,  so  that  every  movement 
and  vocal  intonation  makes  you  be- 
lieve you  are  witnessing  history.  This 
is  something  that  none  of  the  stars  of 
Bobby  were  able  to  achieve. 

At  Robert  Kennedy's  memorial 
service,  Ted  Kennedy  eulogized:  "My 
brother  need  not  be  idolized,  or  en- 
larged in  death  beyond  what  he  was 
in  life,  to  be  remembered  simply  as  a 
good  and  decent  man,  who  saw  wrong 
and  tried  to  right  it,  saw  suffering  and 
tried  to  heal  it,  saw  war  and  tried  to 
stop  it."  This  is  exactly  what  Estevez 
misses.  Estevez  seeks  to  de-human- 
ize the  Robert  Kennedy  story,  to  have 
us  care  more  about  his  fictional  hotel 
guests  than  the  man  who  would  have 
beaten  Richard  Nixon  in  1968. 

Compared  to  Thirteen  Days,  Bobby 
is  a  huge  step  down.  If  this  trend  con- 
tinues, audiences  should  prepare 
themselves  for  Teddy,  written  and  di- 
rected by  Rob  Schneider  and  starring 
Norm  MacDonald  as  the  embattled 
Senator's  new  rehab  trust  buddy. 


//A&E  IN  BRIEF 


KKK  Kramer? 


Actor  Michael  Richards,  best  known 
for  portraying  Kramer  on  the  long- 
running  sitcom  Seinfeld,  is  now  enjoy- 
ing the  most  attention  he's  received  in 
years  thanks  to  a  three-minute  racist 
tirade  he  spewed  at  a  group  of  black 
hecklers  while  performing  at  a  Los 
Angeles  comedy  club  last  Friday.  The 
rant,  in  which  Richards  made  a  refer- 
ence to  lynching  and  used  the  n-word 
repeatedly,  was  caught  on  video  and 
has  since  circulated  widely  on  TV  and 
the  internet.  To  combat  the  wave  of 
criticism  that  soon  followed,  Richards 
offered  an  apology  Monday  on  David 
Letterman's  Late  Show  that  was  met 
by  sniggers  from  the  audience,  who 
weren't  sure  whether  to  laugh  or  not. 
Richards  then  hired  reknowned  New 
York  spin  doctor  Howard  Rubenstein 
to  advise  him  on  how  to  clean  up  the 
PR  mess.  Rubensteins'  advice  was  for 
Richards  to  call  black  civil  rights  activ- 
ist Rev.  Al  Sharpton  (who's  no  stranger 


to  controversy)  and  apologize  to  him 
personally.  Speaking  on  CNN  after  re- 
ceiving Richard's  call,  Sharpton  said 
he  had  refused  to  accept  Richard's 
apology,  saying  "1  [told  Richards] 
you  need  to  sit  down  and  deal  with 
this...this  is  not  about  accepting  an 
apology,  this  is  about  starting  a  pro- 
cess to  really  deal  with  the  continual 
problem  of  racism  in  this  country." 
Richards  no  doubt  has  a  long  road  to 
redemption  ahead  of  him-maybe  he 
and  Mel  Gibson  can  walk  it  together. 
-JORDAN  BIMM 


News  Corp.  drops  The  Juice 

Reacting  to  a  firestorm  of  criticism, 
publisher  HarperCollins  and  the  Fox 
Broadcasting  Company  (both  owned 
by  Rupert  Murdoch's  NewsCorp.) 
have  decided  to  cancel  the  book  and 
TV  special  IflDidlt,  in  which  O.J.  Simp- 
son supplies  a  hypothetical  account  of 


how  he  "would  have"  killed  his  ex-wife 
Nicole  Brown  Simpson  and  her  friend 
Ron  Goldman.  Simpson  was  charged 
with  their  murders  in  1994,  but  was 
famously  acquitted,  largely  due  to  al- 
leged police  incompetence  and  rac- 
ism. Later,  Simpson  was  found  to  be 
liable  for  the  deaths  in  a  civil  suit. 

"When  the  book  was  announced 
two  weeks  ago  speculation  was  ignit- 
ed that  this  was  in  fact  a  thinly-veiled 
confession.  The  brunt  of  the  contro- 
versy involved  the  possibility  that 
Simpson  would  profit  from  the  crime, 
as  reports  stated  that  he  received  $3.5 
million  for  the  project,  although  Simp- 
son has  since  said  that  the  amount  he 
received  was  "considerably  less." 

Despite  the  cancellation.  If  I  Did  It 
may  still  have  a  second  lease  on  life. 
Publisher  HarperCollins  has  asked 
that  all  copies  shipped  in  advance 
to  retail  outlets  be  returned  so  that 
they  may  be  destroyed.  Still,  copies 
may  mysteriously  escape  this  fate  and 
show  up  on  eBay,  probably  going  for 


hundreds  if  not  thousands  of  dollars. 
HarperCollins  has  also  stated  that  the 
rights  could  still  be  sold  to  another 
publisher  As  for  the  Fox  special,  the 
interview  with  O.J.  could  be  sold  to 
another  channel,  and  will  most  likely 
leak  to  the  internet  eventually.-JB 
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Maverick  filmmaker  touched 
the  sky 


Robert  Altman:  1925-2006 


Director  Robert  Altman  on  the  set  of  his  last  film,  A  Prairie  Home  Companion. 


Radheyan  Simonplllai 

FILM  CRITIC 


"Retirement?  You're  talking  about 
death,  right?"  quipped  the  maver- 
ick director  Robert  Altman  only 
a  few  months  ago.  True  to  form, 
that's  exactly  how  it  went  down 
for  the  film  veteran,  who  died  ear- 
ly Monday  morning  in  Los  Angeles 
from  complications  due  to  leuke- 
mia. Altman  had  already  started 
pre-production  for  his  next  film. 

His  final  film,  A  Prairie  Home 
Companion  (released  early  this 
suminer),  proved  a  fitting  finale  for 
Altman.  It  is  haunted  by  the  spec- 
tre of  death,  but  remains  hopeful 
for  new  beginnings.  On  set,  Alt- 
man  couldn't  get  proper  insurance 
due  to  his  deteriorating  health,  so 
he  had  to  have  a  sub-director  on 
set.  That  sub  was  none  other  than 
P.T.  Anderson  of  Boogie  Nights  and 
Magnolia  fame.  Altman  would  sit 
near  the  back  of  the  set  and  in- 
struct Anderson  over  a  radio. 


Prairie  Home  was  an  allegorical 
farewell  from  Altman,  as  mourning 
and  eulogizing  at  the  real-life  radio 
program's  fictional  last  broadcast 
gave  way  to  celebrations  and  fond 
memories — just  like  the  many  hap- 
py recollections  audiences  have  to 
remember  Altman  by. 

A  Kansas  City  native,  Altman 
served  his  country  in  World  War 
Two  as  a  B-24  copilot  before  his 
60-year  stint  in  Hollywood.  The 
iconoclast  director's  career  was 
marked  by  his  trademark  no-non- 
sense rhetoric,  and  his  frequent 
battles  with  Hollywood's  money- 
driven  studio  system,  which  he 
felt  betrayed  the  artfulness  of  film. 
Though  he  was  sometimes  seen 
as  a  box-office  liability,  detractors 
could  never  deny  that  Altman  was 
a  considerable  cinematic  genius. 

His  career  did  include  a  few  for- 
gettable potholes  (namely  Buffalo 
Bill  and  the  Indians  and  Popeye), 
but  Altman's  canon,  which  fea- 
tures over  thirty  movies  and  a 


wealth  of  television  work,  is  noth- 
ing short  of  colossal. 
.  Altman  first  garnered  acclaim 
for  his  Korean  War  satire  M  A  S  H. 
(it  inspired  the  iconic  television 
series),  which  he  followed  with 
such  classics  as  the  western  Mc- 
Cabe  and  Mrs.  Miller  and  his  bi- 
centennial mosaic  of  America, 
Nashville,  arguably  his  best  film.  In 
Nashville,  Altman  fully  developed 
the  techniques  he  would  become 
renowned  for:  the  "democracy 
of  sound"  invoked  by  multi-track 
audio  and  overlapping  dialogue, 
pioneering  use  of  the  zoom  lens, 
and  his  taste  for  improvisational 
acting. 

An  advisory  board  member 
for  the  National  Organization  for 
the  Reform  of  Marijuana  Laws 
(NORML),  Altman  claimed  that 
during  his  later  years  he  smoked 
at  least  one  joint  a  day.  "1  was  a 
heavy  drinker,  but  the  alcohol  af- 
fected my  heart  rather  than  my 
liver.  So  I  stopped.  1  smoke  grass 
now.  1  say  that  to  everybody,  be- 
cause marijuana  should  be  legal- 
ized. It's  ridiculous  that  it  isn't. 
If  at  the  end  of  the  day  1  feel  like 
smoking  a  joint,  1  do  it.  It  changes 
the  perception  of  what  I've  been 
through  all  day." 

Altman  has  been  nominated  for 
five  Academy  Awards  during  his 
career,  for  M.A.S.H.  (1970),  Nash- 
ville (1975),  The  Player  (1992), 
Shortcuts  (1993),  and,  most  recent- 
ly, Gosford  Park  (2001).  Sadly,  he 
went  home  empty-handed  every 
time.  The  Academy  tried  to  make 
amends  for  this  by  honouring  Alt- 
man  with  a  Lifetime  Achievement 
Award  at  last  March's  Oscars. 
Though  it  may  have  been  late  in 
coming,  it  was  just  in  time  to  hon- 
our this  gruff  yet  polished  Holly- 
wood gent. 
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Readings  and  short  lectures  by 

Margaret  Atwood 

and  exiled  writers 

Reza  Baraheni  and  Emma  Beltran 


Monday,  November  Z 


7:30-8;30pm,  with  reception  8;30-10;30pni 
Alumni  Hail,  Oid  Vic  ~  91  Charles  St.  W. 

StHdeotsSIO       A9pra.^'isgs>»PCN  Carts.-*  AiJuKs$1S 

Tickets  available  at  UofTtix  Box  Office 

(416)  978-8849  www.uofttix.ca 


For  more  information,  ptease  check  our  websites: 

ACTA,  Wcloriana  ^'A'i';-=s.:ta'.'ii;w!5''>o      PENCBiiaiia  .wr^.pffi.ai'^xb.iii 


ROGERS 

Your  World  Right  Now 
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.  Top  10  * 

RealTrax"*  ring  tunes 

Week  of  November  13 

1.  Chain  Hang  Low  (Kids) 

-  Jibbs 

2.  It's  Okay  (One  Blood)  * 

-  r/ie  Game 

3.  Lips  of  an  Angel 

-  Hinder 

4.  Money  In  The  Bank 

-  Ur  Scrappy 

5.  Money  Maker  (Pharreil  Chorus) 

■  Ludacris  (fea  t  Fharrell) 


My  Love 

-  Justin  TlmbQrlake  ...„%■ 

7.  Sexy  Bade 

8.  Shortie  Like  Mine  ' 

-  Bow  Wow 

9.  Smack  That 

-  AI(on 

10.  White  &  Nerdy  >*; 

•  Weird  Al  Yankovic  "^ff- 

Text  "PLAY"  to  4800  on  your  Rogers  wireteJS 
phone  to  download  your  favourite  ring  tunes  today. 
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International  Project  Management 
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Take  your  degree  to  a 
whole  new  level  of  success. 

Learn  to  manage  international  devciopmcnt  proiccti:  ov 

iiiternalional  Projecl  Maiiagt;n3enl  is  the  only 
postgraduate  program  in  Canada  that  shova  you 
how  your  degree  can  change  the  world. 

Call  416-675-6622,  ext.  3032  or  email 
nii'ifjtdastii'humhin-.ai  for  further  mfiirmuiion. 
Apply  for  all  Business  School  programs  at  the 
OCAS  website  -  mviv.ontariocolleges.ca 

Seating  is  Limited! 
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HUMBER 

The  Business  School 
www.business.humber.ca 


International  Marketing 


C  A  N  A  P  A 


Take  your  degree  to  a 
whole  new  level  of  success 

In  just  two  semesters,  leaj  n  the  marketing  concepts 
and  skills  that  drive  successful  and  global  business. 

Qill  416  675-6622,  ext.  3207  or  email 
peter.madoit@>h.umber.ca  for  further  information. 
Apply  for  all  liusiriess  Scluxil  programs  at  the 
OCAS  ¥,'cb  site  -  \mv,'.ontariocoUeges.ca 

Seating  is  Limited! 
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The  Business  School 
www.business.humber.ca 
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That's  all,  folks 


Field  Hockey  bids  adieu  to  Beth  Ali 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


Field  Hockey  head  coach  Beth  Ali  is  resigning 
from  coaching  the  Blues.  She  leaves  an  illustri- 
ous twelve-year  career  featuring  seven  Ontario 
University  Athletic  championships,  eight  Cana- 
dian Interuniversity  Sport  medalling  seasons,  a 
2005  OUA  Coach  of  the  Year  award,  and  a  ca- 
reer record  of  192-31-18.  Assistant  coach  and 
U  of  T  Field  Hockey  alumnus  Erin  Fraser  will 
replace  Ali. 

Legacy  of  a  champion 

The  departure  comes  after  Ali  managed  the 
Blues  to  their  seventh  undefeated  regular  sea- 
son, each  coming  under  her  watch. 

"It  was  just  the  right  time  to  move  on,"  Ali 
said  regarding  the  motive  for  her  resignation. 
"You  don't  want  to  outstay  yourself." 

While  her  modesty  abounds,  Ali  leaves  an 
unparalleled  record  on  the  field.  Taking  over 
the  reins  from  Liz  Hoffman,  a  three-time  CIS 
Coach  of  the  Year,  li  immediately  made  an  im- 
pact, as  the  Blues  finished  second  in  the  OUA 
championship  in  her  first  season.  The  Blues 
would  later  go  undefeated  in  regular  play  for 
the  next  three  years,  winning  the  CIS  champi- 
onship in  1996.  After  a  one-year  hiatus  in  1998, 
Ali  returned  where  she  left  off,  managing  the 
Blues  to  six  OUA  titles  in  eight  years. 

While  leaving  her  post  along  the  sidelines, 
Ali  will  remain  Manager  of  Intercollegiate  Sport 
in  the  University  of  Toronto  Faculty  of  Physical 
Education  and  Health. 

"I'm  looking  forward  to  doing  different 
things,"  Ali  said.  "Along  with  finding  out  what 
those  are." 

Taking  over  the  reins 

After  her  first  season  as  assistant  coach,  Fraser 
becomes  the  seventh  U  of  T  Field  Hockey  coach 
since  its  intercollegiate  inception  in  1963.  A 
player  from  1998-2002,  Fraser  earned  OUA  and 
CIAU  Rookie  of  the  Year  honors,  before  captain- 


ing  the  Blues  in  her  last  two  seasons.  A  member 
of  four  OUA  gold  medal-winning  teams,  Fraser 
was  a  three-time  OUA  all-star  and  an  all-Cana- 
dian. From  2001-2005  she  played  on  Canada's 
National  team. 

After  five  years  of  success  at  the  university 
level,  Fraser  traveled  to  Europe  where  she  was 
a  member  of  Holland's  club  team  MOP,  Dammes 
1.  After  one  season,  she  returned  to  Canada  and 
coached  the  Central  Ontario  U-19  field  hockey 
team  to  a  bronze  medal  at  the  2006  Ontario 
Summer  Games  before  joining  the  Blues. 

Fraser  will  inherit  a  team  that  graduates  only 
two  players,  while  boasting  a  young  nucleus  for 
at  least  two  seasons,  Ali  said. 

"It'll  be  the  same  good  group  for  another 
two  or  three  seasons,  and  the  recruiting  class 
should  be  strong,"  she  said.  "She's  an  outstand- 
ing mind,  with  a  wealth  of  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience. She  is  technically  very  strong,  and 
she  understands  the  development  process  at 
both  the  field  hockey  level  and  of  the  academic, 
which  is  important  at  an  institution  like  U  of  T. 
She  will  also  be  able  to  relate  well  with  the  ath- 
letes, as  she  was  once  one  not  too  long  ago." 


Draped  in  the  2006  OUA  Championship  banner,  Beth  Ali  (right)  leaves  Field  Hockey  after  managing  the  Blues 
to  a  seventh  undefeated  regular  season.  Assistant  coach  Erin  Fraser  is  the  new  Field  Hockey  coach. 


A  heaping  helping  of  pigskin  pick'em 


Jonas  Siegel 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Denver  at  Kansas  City 

Larry  Johnson  is  back  in  business  after  a 
slow  start  to  the  season  and  has  quietly  car- 
ried the  Chiefs  to  wins  in  four  of  their  last  five. 
During  that  five-game  span,  Johnson  reeled  in 
137  yards  on  the  ground  and  cashed  in  with 
nine  rushing  scores.  Trent  Green  resumed 
playing  for  Kansas  City  last  week  but  didn't 
really  have  much  of  an  impact,  throwing  only 
16  passes  (completing  nine).  He  won't  need  to 
do  a  lot  this  week  and  will  likely  lean  heavily 
on  LI  to  pound  the  ball.  Denver  carries  with  it 
one  of  the  league's  most  rugged  defenses,  but 


is  coming  off  a  discouraging  loss  to  the  Char- 
gers last  week.  The  Broncos  put  27  points  on 
the  board,  even  with  QB  Jake  Plummer  play- 
ing horribly  again  (13/28  with  a  pick),  but 
Denver  just  couldn't  stop  LaDainian  Tomlin- 
son  (four  TDs).  Denver  is  among  the  league 
leaders  in  rushing  defense.  But  LJ,  like  LT,  is  a 
different  commodity.  He'll  have  a  big  day  and 
the  Chiefs  will  win  in  a  big  upset. 


Chicago  at  New  England 

In  this  match-up  of  NFL  heavyweights  fea- 
turing the  top  two  defences  in  football,  each 
team's  quarterback  will  decide  who  comes 


out  on  top.  It  will  come  down  to  New  England's 
Tom  Brady  and  Chicago's  Rex  Grossman,  and 
which  of  the  two  makes  the  more  crucial  play 
will  decide  the  game's  outcome.  Grossman 
is  slowly  rounding  back  into  form  (four  TDs 
past  two  games)  after  posting  a  stinker  (three 
picks)  in  the  Bears'  first  loss  of  the  season  a 
few  weeks  back.  Brady,  meanwhile,  got  the 
Patriots  back  on  track  last  week  with  a  stel- 
lar performance  against  the  Packers.  The 
future  Hall  of  Earner  threw  four  TD  passes  in 
the  Patriots  35-0  thrashing  of  Green  Bay  and 
once  again  came  up  big  for  New  England  in  a 
must-win  situation.  There's  no  way  I  can  pick 
against  Brady  and  the  Patriots  at  home  in  a 
pressure  packed  game  like  this.  Patriots  win 
in  a  close  one. 

San  Francisco  at  St.  Louis 

If  you  had  told  me  before  the  season  started 
that  the  49ers  would  be  a  .500  team  and  ac- 
tually contending  for  the  NFC  West  Crown 
this  year,  I'd  have  called  you  crazy.  But  be- 
lieve it  or  not,  San  Fran  is  for  real,  as  NFC's 


leading  rusher  Frank  Gore  heads  the  charge. 
Gore  already  has  1,043  yards  on  the  ground 
so  far  this  year,  and  went  off  for  212  (8.8  yds 
per  carry)  in  the  49ers'  20-14  upset  over  the 
Seahawks  this  past  week.  The  Rams,  on  the 
other  hand,  started  the  season  in  a  promising 
fashion,  winning  four  of  their  first  live,  but  had 
things  go  downhill  quick.  St.  Louis  has  lost 
five  in  a  row,  while  allowing  nearly  28  points 
against  during  that  five-game  span.  The  Rams 
are  the  worst  in  the  NFC  at  stopping  the  run, 
giving  them  little  chance  of  beating  the  49ers. 
Expect  Gore  to  have  another  big  day  as  the 
49ers  add  their  name  to  the  list  of  post-sea- 
son contenders.  Wait,  did  I  just  say  that? 
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Men's  Water  Polo 
aims  for  QUA  gold 

Finishing  at  9-1,  U  of  T  will  advance 
to  the  Ontario  University  Athletic 
Championship  this  weekend  at 
Queen's  University.  The  Blues  will 
be  gunning  for  their  22nd  title  and 
their  first  since  the  2004-05  sea- 
son. 

The  Blues  are  among  the  favou- 
rites to  win  the  tournament,  sport- 
ing six  athletes  with  double-digit 
scoring  numbers.  They  are  led 
by  Vladimir  Tasevski's  34  goals, 
which  ties  him  for  third-best  in  the 
league. 

Their  competition  will  be  from 
the  second-  and  third-best  teams 
in  the  league.  McMaster  (7-2)  gave 
the  Blues  their  only  loss  of  the 
season  on  Nov.  10,  defeating  the 
traveling  Blues  8-5.  Carleton  (6-3) 
features  two  of  the  top  four  goal- 
scorers  in  the  league  in  Dejan  Su- 
letic,  whose  43  leads  the  league, 
and  Fedja  Avlijas  at  34. 
— CHRISTOPHEPOIRIER 

Badminton  rocks  out 
with  their  shuttlecocks  out 

The  Blues  capped  a  4-1  season  by 
finishing  third  in  the  OUA  champi- 
onships Saturday.  U  of  T  fell  in  the 
semi-finals  to  host  Waterloo,  as  the 
Warriors  defeated  the  Blues  8-5. 
The  team  regrouped  in  the  bronze 
medal  match,  trumping  York  10-3. 
In  the  final.  Western  Ontario  went 
on  to  upend  Waterloo  8-7  to  take 
their  fourth  title  in  five  years. 

U  of  T  also  received  a  Coach  of 
the  Year  award  for  Wayne  King, 
who  managed  the  Blues  to  a  tied- 
for-first  finish  with  Waterloo  and 
Western,  as  well  as  a  Female  Rook- 
ie of  the  Year  award  for  Caroline 
Cheung.  The  Blues  had  a  total  of 
four  All-Stars,  as  Andy  Lam,  War- 
ren Leung,  and  Melissa  Nock  joined 
Cheung  on  the  OUA  first  team. 
—CP. 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


•  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

•  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

•  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

•  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

•  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

•  Free  Repeat  Policy 

•  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Blues  swim  laps  around 
sinking  divisional  foes 

U  of  T  won  the  OUA  Campbell  Division 
swim  championship  last  weekend, 
notching  2007.5  points.  The  closest 
cornpetitor  to  the  Blues  was  McMas- 
ter, who  finished  second  at  1452. 

The  meet  was  a  combination  of 
both  the  Men's  and  Women's  teams. 
The  OUA  finals,  which  are  split  by 
gender,  occurs  in  February. 

The  strongest  effort  by  the  Blues 
came  on  the  Women's  side,  as  Or- 
lagh  O'Kelly  capured  gold  medals  in 
the  50m,  100m,  and  200m  butterfly 
events. 
—CP 

Two  Blues  wrestle 
to  gold  finish 

Beating  out  two  Brock  University 
wrestlers  in  the  finals  and  the  semi- 
finals, U  of  T's  Seiji  Ishiguro  won 
the  gold  medal  at  the  Toronto  Open 
Wrestling  Tournament  on  Nov.  11. 
The  event  was  hosted  by  Team  Im- 
pact. Seiji  fought  four  matches  to  win 
the  tournament. 

At  the  Joslin's  Canadian  Open 
Grappling  Championships  on  Nov. 
12,  Blues  wrestler  Chris  Banic  won 
the  championship  belt  in  the  210  lbs. 
weight  category. 
—CP. 


Blues  wrestler  Chris  Banic. 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


« intensive  60-Hour  Program 

•  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

•  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

«  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 
t  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

•  Teacher  Placement  Service 

•  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 
t  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-92«240/1.800-??9-1??9 
www.oxfordseminars.com 


www.harthouse.ca 


If  you  come  to  a  fork 
in  the  road  take  it. 


UNLIMIT  YOURSELF 

iveyhba.ca 


GSU  ANNUAL 
GENERAL  MEETING 


Graduate  Students'  Union,  U  of  T 

WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  29,  2006 
6:10  pm  SHARP 

Earth  Sciences  Room  142 
5  Bancroft  Avenue 

Agenda: 

2005-06  Financial  Statement  &  Audit 
Appointment  of  the  Auditor 
Approval  of  Minutes 
All  graduate  students  have  voice  and  vote. 

info.gsu@utoronto.ca  wwv/.gsu.utoronto.ca 


Biochemistry 


B.Sc.  -  M.Sc.  -  Ph.D. 
www.biochemistry.utoronto.ca 


Marketing  Management 


Take  your  degree  to  a 
whole  new  level  of  success 


In  only  Iwo  .semesters  in  Marketing  Manageiiienl, 
you  can  have  some  of  tiic  most  sought  after 
business  skilk. 

(M 116-675-6622,  ext.  3207  or  etmi! 
peter.madotr&umber.ca  forfmher  mformarion. 
Apply  for  all  Business  School  programs  at  the 
OCAS  M'eb  site  -  vnvw.ontariocolleges.ca 


Seating  is  Limited! 


HUMBER 

The  Business  School 
www.buslness.humber.ca 


Public  Administration 


Take  your  degree  to  a 
whole  new  level  of  success. 

With  a  certificate  iii  Public  Admimstratioii,  you'll 
have  the  specialized  management  skills  you  need  for 
advanced  positions  in  the  government/public  sector. 

Call  416-675-6622.  ext.  3206  or  email 
icd.gtenn&rmmber.cu }or  further  information. 
Apply  for  all  Business  School  programs  at  the 
OCAS  wely  site  -  mivontariocollege-fs-ca 

Seating  is  Limited! 


HUMBER 

The  Business  School 
www.business.humber.c3 


Human  Resources  Management 
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Take  your  degree  to  a 
whole  new  level  of  success. 

After  just  two  semesters,  vou'll  he  able  to  applv  vour 
knowledge,  skills  snd  management  tools  to  any  human 
resources  department, 

Humber  urn  prepare  you  for  prolcssiotial  dei>isnalioi\,' 
accreditation  by  the  ffuman  Resources  Profe.'isionais 
Association  of  Ontario  (HRP.^O). 

Call416-675-b6Z2,  ext.       or  anaP,  gnmne.simpson&wmber.ui 
pr  further  iiiformatieii  Apply  tor  all  Business  School  programs  at 
the  OCAS  Y,vhstle  -  www.on'.anucolleges.ca 

Seating  is  ^'"^It^^J^g—g* 
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The  Business  School 
www.business.humber.ca 


Oxford  Seminars 

www,oxfordseininars,coiii 
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VARSITY  COMICS 


sports 


DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


THE  WORLD'S  GREATEST  COMIC  STRIP!  By  Daniel  Kaell 
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Biochemistry 


B.Sc.  -  M.Sc.  -  Ph.D. 

www.biochemistry.utoronto.ca 


Bill  Gates  did  it  -  so  can  YOU! 

Experienced  financiers  seek  innovative 
business  ideas  to  commercialize  in 
partnership  with  YOU. 

Put  your  ideas  to  work! 

Email  Irv  Tee  now  at 
bizsearch@rogers.com 
or  call  (905)  709-4357 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


CHRISTMAS  GIFT  WRAPPERS 

Creative  individuals,  locations— Down- 
town Toronto,  North  York,  Richmond 
Hill,  Thornhili,  Managers  to  $10.50/hour 
+  bonuses.  Wrappers  to  $8.85/hour  Full/ 
Part  time,  December  1-24.  416-533-9727  or 
www.torontowraps.com 

HELP  WANTED 

Leave  The  Pack  Behind  is  currently  seek- 
ing enthusiastic  and  creative  individuals 
on  a  volunteer  basis  for  the  Let's  Make  a 
Deal  contest  in  January,  please  contact 
wAvw.ltpb.tk 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


COZY  VICTORIAN  (ANNEX:  WALK 
U  OFT)  HOME: 

Basement  self-contained  apt,  furnished, 
laundry,  TV.  hi  sp.  internet;  4  month  lease, 
non-smoking:  $680  Dec.  1st  416-537-3222. 


FOR  SALE 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 

OILSKIN  COATS-T's  the  Season. 

Quality  waterproof  coats  made  from  100% 
cotton.  Long  lasting  and  outstanding  style. 
Full  length  from  $159.  and  mid-length  $145. 
Hats  are  $25.  www.australian-shop.ca 
Tel.  416-322-5826.  ■ 


TRAVEL 


READING  WEEK  IN  LONDON 

Make  this  the  best  break  ever!  599pp,  all 
accommodation,  breakfast  daily,  various 
sightseeing  tour/tickets,  free  drinks  night 
with  prizes,  free  London  guide  and  lots 
more.  Dates  available  for  17-24  February. 
Ring  1 800  340  9064;  sales@capital-toureltd. 
com;  www.capital-toursltd.com. 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  or  signup.  Just  dial  10-10-940 
before  your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on 
your  local  Bell  bill,  www.1010940.com 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 


TUTORING 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.cofn  www.tstn.ca 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  Past  tests  and 
exams  with  solution  available  for  prac- 
tice. (416)-785-8898. 

TUTOR:  ESL-CERTIFIED.  PROFESSIONAL 
WRITER/EDITOR 

MA,  background  in  health  sciences  416- 
769-4141. 


Advertise  in  fte  My 


ads@thevarsity.ca 
416-946-7604 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25. 
Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission. 
Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email.  DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6.  Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


Come 
play  for 
our  team 

write  for  sports 
sports@thevarsity.ca 


'Cheapest  &  Best 
Student  Bar  in  Toronto" 

student  Travel  Guide,  London,  UK 


422  College  St.,  E  of  Bathurst 
Open  4pm  to  2am  everyday 


If  you  come  to  a  fork 
in  the  road  take  it. 

UNUMIT 
YOURSELF 
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Silhouette 
firing  row 
grows 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


HAMILTON— After  an  eight-hour 
marathon  meeting  Sunday  night, 
McMaster's  Student  Representative 
Assembly  voted  down  a  motion  to  re- 
instate Chris  Jaic,  the  editor-in-chief 
of  the  Silhouette,  McMaster's  student 
newspaper.  Jaic  was  terminated 
without  cause  earlier  this  month  by 
the  student  union's  board  of  direc- 
tors. 

SRA  is  an  elected  body  of  under- 
graduate students  that  sets  poli- 
cies and  approves  decisions  of  the 
McMaster  Students'  Union.  Jaic's 
sacking  raised  questions  about  the 
process  followed  in  firing  him,  and 
concerns  about  freedom  of  the  press 
at  McMaster  University. 
While  backers  of  the  sacking  argued 
that  the  editor-in-chief  position  was 
subject  to  the  disciplinary  policies 
for  full-time  employees,  opponents 
maintained  that  student  union  poli- 
cies specific  to  the  Silhouette  should 
have  applied.  At  Sunday's  SRA  meet- 
ing, MSU  speaker  Catherine  Brown 
gave  a  ruling  on  the  matter. 
"In  cases  where  there  is  overlap,  the 
policy  that  is  more  specific  to  the  po- 
sition should  be  followed,"  Brown's 
ruling  read.  "If  operating  policy  1/K 
[which  pertains  specifically  to  the 
Silhouette]  was  not  followed  in  the 
dismissal  of  the  Silhouette  Execu- 
tive Editor,  then  MSU  did  not  follow 
policy." 

That  policy  states  that  "any  paid 
staff  member  may  be  dismissed  from 
employment  with  the  Silhouette  by  a 
two-thirds  majority  vote  of  the  Sil- 
houette's board  of  publications.  This 
decision  shall  be  subject  to  ratifica- 
tion by  the  MSU  Executive  Board." 
As  reported  in  The  Varsity  earlier 
this  month,  Jaic  was  fired  by  MSU's 
board  of  directors  on  Nov.  3.  At  the 
time,  MSU  general  manager  John 
McGowan  said  that  the  Silhouette 
board  of  publications  is  responsible 
for  dealing  with  editorial  issues, 
and  that  Jaic's  firing  was  "strictly  a 
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The  CIDRZ's  Jungle  Theatre  spontaneously  perform  a  play,  titled  "The  goodness  of  going  to  the  clinic, "  in  Lusaka's  Mandev  Market 

In  Africa,  NGOs  are  shifting  gears  to  tackle  the  stigma  of  the  disease, 
CANDICE  DEBI  reports 


LUSAKA,  ZAMBIA— In  Zambia,  AIDS 
is  everywhere,  yet  nowhere.  One  in 
four  Zambians  lives  with  the  disease, 
but  few  will  admit  that  their  friends 
and  relatives  have  died  of  AIDS.  In- 
stead, code-words  like  "tuberculo- 
sis," "malaria"  or  "pneumonia"  are 
whispered  quietly,  with  a  knowing 
look.  The  mission  of  NGOs  working 
in  Zambia  is  no  longer  just  lobbying 
for  access  to  treatment:  to  fight  AIDS 
in  Africa,  they  must  first  overcome 
the  stigma  of  HIV/ AIDS.  At  the  Centre 
for  Infectious  Disease  Research  in 
Zambia,  Idah  Mukuka  has  created  a 
community  outreach  department  to 
do  just  that. 

"Social  isolation  has  killed  many 
people  living  with  AIDS  in  Zambia, 
because  once  they  are  discriminated 
against,  they  are  too  scared  to  ac- 
cess treatment.  [As  a  counsellor,] 


I  met  women  with  black  eyes  who 
were  beaten  by  their  husbands  be- 
cause of  their  HIV  status  and  people 
who  were  told  by  their  churches  to 
stop  taking  drugs  because  AIDS  was 
a  punishment  from  god,"  said  Mu- 
kuka. 

At  35,  Mukuka  is  a  widowed  moth- 
er of  three,  whose  life  has  been 
shaped  by  HIV.  "I  lost  my  husband  in 
2000  and  in  that  same  year  watched 
my  brother  die  of  AIDS.  When  I  found 
out  that  I  was  HIV  positive  in  2003, 
it  was  very  traumatic.  I  immediately 
thought  of  [my  husband]  and  hav- 
ing seen  my  brother  die  of  AIDS,  I 
thought  1  would  die  like  him." 

Rather  than  accept  defeat,  Mukuka 
drew  inspiration  from  the  people  she 
met  who  were  working  to  overcome 
the  virus,  including  Stephen  Lewis, 
the  UN  Special  Envoy  for  HIV/AIDS 


in  Africa.  "As  soon  as  I  met  Stephen 
Lewis  in  2003,  during  his  visit  to 
Zambia,  I  knew  that  this  man  was 
very  passionate  about  AIDS,"  said 
Mukuka.  Drawing  on  Lewis'  vision, 
Mukuka  created  the  CIDRZ  peer  edu- 
cation and  support  group  program. 
Each  week  members  of  the  group, 
who  come  from  some  of  Lusaka's 
poorest  communities,  gather  at  clin- 
ics to  share  their  stories  of  survival 
and  of  loved  ones  lost. 

"I  didn't  want  to  accept  that  I  had 
A.IDS,  but  after  my  first  husband  and 
baby  died  of  AIDS,  I  knew  that  I  was 
really  sick"  said  Mable  Namumba, 
who  joined  the  'TwabaIumo'(we  are 
one)  support  group  after  testing 
positive  for  HIV  3  months  ago.  "I  was 
afraid  to  accept  my  status  because 

SEE 'AIDS' -PG  5 


The  World  AIDS  Monument  in  Durban, 
South  Africa. 
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If  you're  wondering  whether  the 
tableau  of  blue-jeaned  rakes  at  right 
are  the  latest  ensemble  indie  rock 
band,  we'd  forgive  you.  In  fact,  the 
picture  reveals  two  men  who  want 
to  be  your  next  Prime  Minister  back 
when  they  were  students.  In  '68,  Mi- 
chael Ignatieff  (the  confident-look- 
ing guy  staring  at  the  camera)  and 
Bob  Rae  (avec  pipe)  were  editors 
of  this  newspaper.  In  their  Varsity 
days,  they  protested  'Nam,  argued 
about  Trudeau,  and  penned  some 
killer  book  reviews.  Inside,  we  re- 
print some  embarrassing  excerpts 
from  their  youthful  scribblings  and 
talk  to  former  co-editors  about  what 
Iggy  and  Rae  were  really  like... 
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HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


6^ 

Elevator  4  m 


Your  student  centre! 

5th  ANNUAL  UofT 
CHRISTMAS  CAROL 

Featuring  David  Gardner,  Charmion  IQng, 
R.H.Thomson  and  performers  from  the  University 
ofToronto  Faculty  of  Music. 
Wednesday,  December  6, 2006  at  7:30  p.m.. 

All  proceeds  to  t/je  UofT  Food  Bank. 
Tickets  $20  (students  $15).  For  tickets  visit 
www.UofTTix.ca  or  call  416.978.8849 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

East  Comnion  Room  from  noon  -  1 :30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  A  panel  of  students  engaged  in  various 
facets  of  fighting  the  HIVIAIDS  pandemic.  Drop  in  for 
coffee  &  cookies,  meet  new  people  and  find  out  how 
you  can  get  involved  on  campus. 


WORLD  AIDS  DAY 

A  performance  of  the  West  African  dance  Gahu  and  the 
operate  piece  "We  Shall  Overcome." 
Keynote  speakers:  Kelly  MacDonald,  Director  of  HIV 
Research,  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Mary  Ngoma,  Chair, 
Committee  on  HIVIAIDS  at  the  University  of  Zambia. 
December  1st  at  7:00PM.  In  the  Great  Hall.  Free! 


JAZZ  @  OSCARS 

The  Hart  House  Jazz  Ensemble 
December  1st  at  9:00PM  in  the  Arbor  Roonn. 
Free  concert! 


IN  THE  JUSTINA  M. 
BARNICKE  GALLERY 

Oscar  Camilo  de  las  Flores: 
A  Selection  of  Recent  Paintings 

Art  deeply  rooted  in  the  multifoceted  history  of  Latin 
America  and  its  cultural  legacies. 
Opens  Nov.  23rd  and  runs  until  Dec.  21st 


SINGERS  CONCERT 

Sunday  December  3rd  at  3:00PM 
In  the  Great  Hall. 
Free  concert! 


For  more  Hart  House 
events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 


the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


In  their  own  words:  Ignatieff  vs.  Rae 


NOW,  NOW:  Rod  Mickleburgh  delivers  Review  editor  Michael  Ignatieff  a  kick  in  the  arse. 


Micliael  Ignatieff:  the 
revolutionary 

"The  20th  century  will  not  salvage 
itself. 

If  the  present  administrative 
system  of  our  society  is  incapable 
of  salvaging  the  century,  then  we 
must  have  political  and  social 
revolution,  a  revolution  shaped  not 
by  an  ideology  but  shaped  by  the 
problems  we  must  face.  A  re-orga- 
nization of  society  to  snuff  out  the 
population  bomb,  to  rebuild  the 
cities,  to  halt  our  ecological  rape. 

Revolution  may  be  impossible 
within  the  system.  Revolution  oc- 
curs (here  1  am  more  than  usually 
derivative)  when  elements  of  the 
administrative  system  become  de- 
monstrably dysfunctional  to  the 
people  at  large.  Thus,  the  question 
of  whether  a  revolution  in  Canada 
is  possible  is  not  answered  by  say- 
ing that  radicals  across  the  country 
are  busy  outlining  an  ideology  and 
a  strategy  for  that  revolution.  Revo- 
lution will  become  possible  when 
ordinary  people  decide  that  the 
system  is  not  realizing  the  goals 
that  it  has  set  out  for  itself." 
Source:  The  Varsity  Review,  Sept.  22, 
1968 

"My  trouble  is  that  I'm  tired  of  talk- 
ing about  Trudeau  but  can't  seem 
to  stop. 

The  Americans  have  always  had 
such  a  figure  at  the  heart  of  their 
mythology  and  at  the  centre  of 
their  institutions.  Now  we've  got 
one,  and  our  frustrations  and  our 
aspirations  about  our  country  are 
thrust  upon  him  in  anger  and  in 
hope.  Whether  he  does  anything 
or  not  does  not  alter  the  fact  that 
his  presence  as  an  extraordinary 
object  of  mystery,  interest,  hatred 
and  awe  will  irrevocably  change 


the  nature  of  the  RM.-ship  and  our 
political  character  as  a  country. 

And  I'm  damned  if  1  know  what 
this  means  for  us." 
Source:  Ttie  Varsity  Review,  Oct.  18, 
1968 

"Dear  Bob: 

If  you  decide  the  political  sys- 
tem is  irrevocably  condemned  by 
human  weakness  and  by  its  own 
procedures  to  irrelevant  flutterings 
of  reform,  then  Trudeau  doesn't 
matter  much.  He  becomes  only  the 
most  brilliant  of  a  series  of  pragma- 
tist-conservative  politicians. 

If  one  accepts  the  system  then 
one  can  decide  whether  to  work 
with  him  or  to  seek  others.  1  haven't 
made  up  my  mind.  But  don't  worry. 
Until  1  do,  you  won't  let  me  sleep." 
Source:  The  Varsity  Review,  Oct.  25, 
1968  [in  response  to  an  article  about 
Trudeau  by  Rae  J 

Bob  Rae:  the  bridge- 
builder? 

"With  brilliant  diplomacy,  Rae 
presented  the  motion  in  such  a  way 
as  to  offend  only  the  most  reaction- 
ary conservatives  ...  Rae  made 
what  was  essentially  a  radical  mo- 
tion acceptable  to  the  moderates." 
Source:  The  Varsity  Sept  20,  1968 

"The  1968  Liberal  campaign,  as 
all  the  Conservatives  and  the  New 
Democrats  claimed,  was  a  cam- 
paign without  issues.  The  Liberal 
party  had  found  what  they  knew 
to  be  an  unbeatable  vote-getter 
[Trudeau];  they  saw  no  reason  to 
worry  too  much  about  a  platform. 

But  the  victory  of  style  has  been 
an  empty,  if  not  totally  disillusion- 
ing one.  The  conservatism  and 
legalism  of  this  swinging  new  gov- 
ernment have  become  an  almost 


unbearable  reality." 

Source:  The  Varsity  Review,  Oct  18, 

1968 

"Holidays  are  essentially  hypo- 
critical, in  that  we  feel  and  say  and 
do  friendly  things  that  we  hate  doing 
the  rest  of  the  year.  Freud  has  said 
that  tribal  holidays  represented 
an  institutionalized  form  of  de-re- 
pression. In  other  words  you  could 
make  love  to  your  neighbour's  wife 
one  day  a  year,  but  never  on  any 
other  day.  Hence  the  mistletoe.  A 
pretty  unsatisfactory  replacement, 
I'd  say." 

Source:  The  Varsity  Review,  Dec.  18, 
1968 

Former  colleagues  say: 

"Ignatieff  always  talked  as  if  he 
were  addressing  a  public  meeting. 
He  assailed  people  good-naturedly 
and  his  head  swivelled  constantly. 
Even  on  those  rare  occasions  that 
we  were  alone  together,  1  never  felt 
that  1  had  his  undivided  attention. 

Rae  was  quiet  and,  I  thought,  diffi- 
dent toward  Ignatieff;  definitely  the 
sidekick.  He  seemed  to  lack  the  gift 
of  small  talk,  the  common  touch, 
and  it  didn't  surprise  me  that  he 
became  a  New  Democrat. 

1  once  cured  a  persistent  nose- 
bleed of  Rae's  and  thereafter  he 
avoided  me,  as  if  the  memory  of  his 
brief,  pale-faced  vulnerability  em- 
barrassed him." 

-Mike  Kesterton,  The  Globe  and 
Mail  (formerly  Arts  review  editor  for 
The  Varsity  Review) 

"They  used  to  be  good  friends, 
and  I  don't  know  what's  happened 
to  that.  The  friendship's  in  rough 
shape.  Rae  can  be  pretty  tough. 
He's  really  going  after  Ignatieff,  and 
Ignatieff  seems  pretty  wounded  by 
it.  1  don't  think  working  together  is 
on  the  horizon. 

Guys  like  Rae  and  Igantieff  would 
want  to  have  their  stuff  in  The  Var- 
sity because  it  was  a  going  concern 
on  campus,  it  was  a  big  deal  to 
have  been  an  editor  of  The  Varsity. 
They  were  different  from  us  just  be- 
cause of  their  backgrounds.  They 
came  from  private  schools  and  all 
that,  they  were  different,  but  we  all 
hung  out,  we  all  went  to  parties  and 
such." 

-Rod  Mickleburgh,  The  Globe  and 
Mail  (formerly  Sports  editor  and  as- 
sociate Arts  editor  for  The  VarsityJ 
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'FIRING' -CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

personnel  issue."  He  had  refused  to 
comment  further. 

At  Sunday's  meeting,  MSU  presi- 
dent John  Popham  and  vice  presi- 
dent finance  Drew  Mitchell  restated 
that  position,  arguing  that  any  dis- 
cussion of  Jaic's  situation  should 
take  place  in  closed  session,  since 
they  deal  with  employment  issues. 
They  received  backing  from  execu- 
tive board  members  Paul  Jones,  Kyle 
Park,  and  SRA  house  leader  Andrea 
Dowel  1. 

Four  hours  into  the  meeting,  SRA 
went  into  closed  session.  When  the 
MSU  members  were  invited  back 
in  an  hour  later,  two  fresh  motions 
were  on  the  table.  The  first  motion 
stated  that  MSU  board  of  directors' 
decision  to  terminate  Jaic  was  in 
violation  of  MSU  policy;  the  second 
stated  that  Jaic  be  reinstated  as  the 
Silhouette's  editor-in-chief,  effective 
immediately. 

Mitchell  and  Popham  then  chal- 
lenged the  MSU  speaker's  ruling. 

"We  haven't  had  an  opportunity 


to  challenge  the  chair's  ruling,"  said 
Popham.  "The  democratic  process 
has  been  taken  away." 

Their  challenge  failed.  SRA  mem- 
bers then  proposed  an  amendment 
to  the  first  motion,  stating  that  the 
board  of  directors  had  acted  in 
MSU's  best  interests.  Both  the  mo- 
tion to  recognize  the  Speaker's  ruling 
that  Jaic's  firing  as  a  breach  of  policy 
and  the  "best  interests"  amendment 
eventually  failed. 

At  12:45  a.m.,  the  meeting  went 
into  closed  session  again,  to  discuss 
the  last  remaining  motion,  Jaic's  re- 
instatement. During  the  next  hour 
and  a  half,  three  SRA  members  left 
the  meeting,  while  talks  were  under- 
way. 

The  SRA  meeting  adjourned  at 
2:20  a.m.  The  motion  to  reinstate 
Jaic  had  failed. 

The  meeting  had  its  share  of  light- 
er moments  as  well.  A  little  after  mid- 
night, a  McMaster  security  officer 
entered  the  council  chambers. 

"Excuse  me,  is  there  a  Derek  Col- 
lins here?"  she  said  asking  for  the 
MSU's  legal  counsel,  who  was  ob- 


serving the  proceedings. 

"Please  call  home,"  the  officer  ad- 
vised him. 

One  of  the  leading  voices  for  Jaic's 
reinstatement  was  Joey  Coleman, 
a  member  of  the  Bylaws  Commit- 
tee and  commentator  on  Canadian 
campus  politics  who  has  covered 
the  situation  extensively  on  his  blog. 
Though  Coleman  is  not  a  member  of 
the  SRA,  on  several  occasions  SRA 
members  Andy  Moonsammy  and 
Jackson  Wiegman  ceded  their  speak- 
ing rights  to  him,  allowing  Coleman 
to  throw  barrages  of  questions  chal- 


POLITICKING  IN  PROGRESS:  To  the  left, 
MSU  VP  finance  Drew  Mitchell,  Kyle  Park 
(crutches),  president  John  Popham,  and 
SRA  house  leader  Andrea  Dowell  hold 
court  during  a  lull  in  proceedings.  Above, 
MSU  student  Joey  Coleman  vents  outside 
the  SRA  meeting  during  a  closed  session. 

lenging  MSU's  board  of  directors. 

After  the  meeting,  Coleman  vowed 
to  look  into  calling  a  special  general 
meeting  of  MSU,  with  the  aim  of  push- 
ing through  radical  changes  to  the 
student  union's  constitution  to  allow 
students  to  elect  the  student  union's 
three  vice  presidents.  Currently, 
only  the  MSU  president  is  elected 
by  the  union's  members.  Coleman 
also  stated  he  would  be  supporting 
a  petition  to  have  president  Popham 
removed  from  office. 

"I'm  done  playing  nice,"  he  thun- 
dered. 


//NATIONAL  NEWS 


And  that's  why  we  keep 
our  books  in  order... 

More  allegations  of  financial  and  elec-^ 
toral  impropriety  were  cast  in  BC.  where§ 
the  newly-elected  executive  of  Kwantlen^ 
University's  Student  Association  published^ 
a  private  memo  detailing  53  compamts 
mismanagement.  The  memo,  from  char-J 
tered  accounting  firm  Tompkins.  Wozny^^ 
Miller  &  Co,  was  addressed  to  last  year's^ 
exec,  swept  from  office  by  the  current  slatej 
in  a  contested  election. 

The  memo  noted  problems  in  KSA's 
bank  statements,  including  $285  000  puts 
towards  KSA's  health  and  dental  plan  but 
not  properly  accounted  for,  noted  inconsis- 
tencies in  bank  statements,  and  revealed^ 
that  KSA  made  over  $180,000  in  severanc^ 
payments  to  employees  that  year.  » 

The  audit  memo  exposes  last  year  s '  Re- ' 
duce  All  Fees"  executive  slate  to  criticism 
as  they  prepare  to  mount  a  legal  challenge 
to  the  election  that  saw  them  swept  out  ot^ 
office  by  the  current  "Concerned  Student^ 
of  Kwantlen"  slate.  s 

RAF  says  the  election  that  brought  CSI^ 
to  power  was  held  improperly  and  seeks  tc^ 
force  a  new  election,  with  them  resuming 
office  in  the  interim. 

RAF  themselves  were  accused  of  de-* 
railing  democratic  process  after  offering 
prizes  to  draw  students  to  a  special  gen- 
eral meeting  in  2005,  where  they  increased 
their  salaries  by  80  per  cent,  and  voted  on 
a  new  set  of  bylaws  without  allowing  de^ 
bate  or  counting  "no"  voles. 
-ANDRE  BOVEE-BEGUN  | 
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Needy  students  bank  on  donations 
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Sana  Ahmed 

VARSITY  STAFF 


On  any  given  Friday  morning,  the 
Daily  Bread  Food  Bank  and  New 
College's  Wetmore  Hall  is  bustle  of 
activity. 

If  the  food  bank's  truck  hasn't 
shown  up  by  8  a.m.,  U  of  T's  Student 
Food  and  Clothing  Bank's  volunteers 
and  employees  mill  about  awaiting 
its  appearance. 

They  have  every  reason  to  be 
impatient,  because  by  12  p.m..  Wet- 
more  Hall's  basement  must  be  up 
and  running  to  serve  the  long  queue 
of  U  of  T  students  and  their  families. 

Terri  Nikolaevsky,  SAC's  director 
of  student  services  explained  that 
"as  soon  as  you  display  need,  and 
are  currently  enrolled  at  the  univer- 
sity, then  you  are  welcome  to  use  the 
facility. 


"Although  there  are  several  food 
banks  in  the  immediate  community, 
what  makes  the  U  of  T  food  bank 
unique  is  that  we  provide  users  with 
them  a  comfortable  and  non-inva- 
sive environment." 

"Being  a  student  often  means  that 
you  live  on  a  tight  budget,"  said  em- 
ployee Nishant  Fozdar.  "So  having 
the  food  bank  on  campus  is  great 
because  students  save  $20  to  $40 
every  week,  which  makes  a  huge  dif- 
ference financially." 

Over  the  past  few  years,  Niko- 
laevsky has  seen  "a  steady  increase 
in  the  number  of  people  who  use  the 
Food  and  Clothing  Bank." 

To  raise  funds  for  the  food  bank, 
alumni  Jason  Murphy  and  Janine 
Murphy  have  staged  a  U  of  T  Christ- 
mas Carol  for  the  past  four  years. 

"We  have  sold  out  each  year,"  says 
Jason  Murphy.  "All  funds  raised  by 


the  U  of  T  Christmas  Carol  are  do- 
nated to  the  U  of  T  Student  Food  and 
Clothing  Bank." 

"The  previous  four  Carols  have 
raised  more  than  $30,000  for  the 
food  bank." 

This  year  marks  the  end  of  Jason 
and  Janine's  leadership  role  for  the 
Carol,  but  the  pair  hopes  the  -event 
will  continue  under  new  steward- 
ship. 

"As  Janine  and  1  move  on  to  other 
projects,  we  have  ensured  that  Hart 
House  and  SAC  take  on  the  leader- 
ship role  for  the  Carol  in  order  to 
make  it  a  campus  tradition." 

This  year's  reading  will  take  place  at 
7:30  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  6  in  the 
Great  Hall  of  Hart  House.  Tickets  are 
$15  for  students  and  $20  for  non-stu- 
dents, available  from  the  U  of  T  Tix 
Box  Office  at  www.uofttix.ca 


It's  all  good  in  the  hood: 

U  of  T  reaches  out  to  Regent  Park 


For  the  past  four  years  professors 
at  the  University  of  Toronto  have 
been  providing  an  education  as 
well  as  academic  counseling  to 
residents  of  Regent  Park,  one  of 
Toronto's  most  impoverished  and 
multicultural  neighborhoods  in 
what  is  known  as  the  Learning  Ex- 
change Program. 

The  courses  are  normally  six  to 
twelve  sessions  long  and  include 
topics  such  as  music,  sports, 
philosophy,  business  and  other 
interdisciplinary  studies  in  small 
classes  of  between  ten  and  twen- 
ty students. 

Tonight,  Frank  Lacobucci,  a  for- 
mer Justice  on  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Canada  and  a  former  President 


of  the  University 
of  Toronto  will 
answer  many  of 
their  questions 
about  law  and 
multiculturalism 
within  Canada. 

"It's  taught  by 
professors  of  the  University  of 
Toronto  who  volunteer  their  time 
and  we  call  it  a  learning  exchange 
program  because  the  university 
professors  learn  as  least  as  much 
from  the  members  of  the  class 
as  they  do  from  the  professors," 
said  philosophy  prof  Frank  Cun- 
ningham, the  organizer  of  the 
program. 
-JOSH  RUBIN 
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//AIDS  FACTS 


World  AIDS  Day  was  first  marked  in  1988. 

"Approximately  40  million  people  around 
the  world  are  currently  living  with  AIDS. 
That  is  eight  million  more  than  the  entire 
population  of  Canada.  The  World  Health 
Organization  estimates  that  a  total  of  25 
million  people  have  died  of  the  disease. 

AIDS  was  recognized  in  the  US  in  1981, 
and  was  the  subject  of  much  stigmatiza- 
tion  and  homophobia.  Combination  thera- 
py was  developed  in  the  mid-90s,  and  as  a 
result,  the  disease  was  transformed  from 
a  virtual  death  sentence  into  a  serious 
long-term  condition— for  those  wtio  can 
afford  it.  Only  eight  per  cent  (1.3  million) 
of  those  living  with  AIDS  in  developing 
countries  currently  have  access  to  medical 
treatment. 

If  diagnosed  and  treated  early  the  pa- 
tient can  live  between  five  years  and  a 
normal  lifespan.  Without  treatment,  most 
die  within  a  year  of  developing  AIDS,  due  to 
opportunistic  diseases  caused  by  immune 
system  failure. 
-AMYSMITHERS 


'AIDS' -CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

[the  people  in  my  community]  told 
me  it  was  witchcraft  and  Satanism 
which  had  taken  my  family  and  made 
me  sick,"  said  Namumba. 

Through  her  involvement  in  the 
support  group  Namumba  has  learned 
the  importance  of  adhering  to  anti- 
retroviral  treatment  and  an  active 
healthy  life.  "I  am  open  with  my  sta- 
tus, because  I  know  more  now  and  1 
want  to  help  other  people  living  with 
the  disease,"  said  Numumba  who 
carries  pamphlets  with  HIV  informa- 
tion in  her  pockets,  determined  to 
share  her  new  found  knowledge  with 
everyone  in  her  community. 

Constance  Mudenda,  a  CIDRZ  peer 
educator  who  tested  positive  in  2004 
and  has  already  lost  three  children 
and  a  sister  to  AIDS,  recalls  her  own 
struggle  to  find  information  on  the 
disease.  "[When]  my  sister  fell  sick, 
1  helped  take  care  of  her,  she  was  re- 
ally sick  the  day  she  died.  I  was  told 
after  she  died  it  was  AIDS  but  [at 
that  time]  I  still  thought  AIDS  just 


couldn't  happen.  1  didn't  know  much 
about  [AIDS],  all  I  knew  was  that  one, 
it  was  a  shameful  disease  and  two,  it 
can  kill  you"  said  Mudenda.  Since 
joining  the  CIDRZ  support  group, 
Mudenda  has  been  committed  to 
educating  and  counselling  her  com- 
munity, and  is  employed  by  CIDRZ 
as  a  peer  educator,  dispelling  myths 
about  the  disease. 

"Just  the  other  day  there  was  an 
85-year-old  lady  who  tested  positive 
at  the  clinic.  She  lost  her  husband  25 
years  ago  and  has  never  slept  with 
anyone  else.  Although  she  has  lost  5 
children  to  HIV,  it  was  hard  for  her  to 
accept  her  status  and  take  treatment 
because  she  did  not  believe  some- 
one like  her,  who  has  never  been 
promiscuous,  could  have  AIDS.  After 
counselling  [the  lady]  and  telling  her 
about  my  own  experience  living  with 
HIV,  she  has  accepted  her  status  and 
is  now  on  treatment"  said  Mudenda. 

On  World  AIDS  Day  on  Dec.  1st,  the 
1,566-strong  CIDRZ  support  group 
take  Lusaka  by  storm,  touring  the 
city  in  a  van  equipped  with  Volun- 


tary Counselling  and  Testing  equip- 
ment, and  holding  spontaneous 
drama  performances  and  door-to- 
door  campaigns  to  share  awareness 
about  HIV/AIDS. 

Mukuka  has  seen  the  changes  the 
outreach  program  has  brought.  "It 
makes  me  feel  proud  to  see  people 
who  were  once  sick,  seated  next  to 
me,  brainstorming  for  what  activ- 
ity needs  to  be  done  or  educational 
materials  to  use.  These  were  people 
who  were  once  in  bed  waiting  for 
death." 

But  World  AIDS  Day  once  a  year 
isn't  enough,  explains  Mukuka.  For 
AIDS  awareness  movements  to  be 
effective,  she  said,  the  West  must 
commit  unwavering  attention  to  the 
AIDS  crisis  and  invest  in  education 
campaigns  at  the  grassroots  level. 

She  recalls  many  misguided  AIDS- 
relief  programs,  such  as  development 
projects  that  promote  abstinence 
exclusively,  despite  the  high  rate  of 
sex  outside  of  marriage,  or  programs 
urging  women  to  use  condoms,  even 
though  few  Zambian  women  have 


the  power  to  negotiate  sex.  "It  is  not 
right  for  donors  to  drive  the  project, 
the  people  must  drive  the  project 
because  [they]  can  design  programs 
that  suite  the  needs  of  the  people" 
said  Mukuka. 

As  World  AIDS  Day  activities  gear 
up,  Mukuka  hopes  the  developed 
world's  attention  will  be  on  Africa. 
"[The  developed  world]  needs  to  fo- 
cus on  AIDS  if  we  want  to  overcome 
this  disease.  It  is  not  enough  to  sim- 
ply send  money  to  the  developing 
world;  they  need  to  understand  how 
people  here  live,"  said  Mukuka. 

Candice  Debi,  a  former  associate 
editor  of  The  Varsity,  works  with  the 
Canadian  International  Development 
Agency  and  the  Coady  International 
Institute  in  Zambia,  implementing 
HIV/AIDS  education,  advocacy  and 
outreach  work.  For  the  past  four 
months,  Debi  has  been  living  in  two 
countries,  the  Zambia  crippled  by  pov- 
erty and  AIDS,  and  the  Zambia  that  is 
rapidly  developing  and  becoming  a 
westernized  global  actor 
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Harper's  Quebec  word  games 


Its  a  rare  thing  to  see  Parliament  dis- 
play something  lii<e  a  unified  political 
will.  It's  a  strange  thing  indeed  to  see 
it  accompany  such  a  confusing  piece 
of  verbiage. 

Yesterday,  Parliament  voted  to 
adopt  Prime  Minister  Stephen  Harp- 
er's resolution  recognizing  the  Que- 
becois  as  "a  nation  within  a  united 
Canada."  While  weekend  talk  shows 
and  editorial  pages  speculated  wildly 
about  the  motion's  real  and  potential 
effects  on  the  country,  major  figures 
from  all  four  parties  came  together  in 
a  nearly  unambiguous  show  of  sup- 
port for  it — not  surprising,  consider- 
ing nearly  all  of  them  had  hoped  to  be 
the  ones  to  propose  it.  It  was  finally 
co-opted  by  Harper  last  week  in  a 
carefully  worded  version  meant  to 


-  EDITORIAL  ^ 

quell  debate  and  quietly  put  the  issue 
to  bed  once  and  for  all. 

But  with  some  important  Liberals 
expressing  opposition  to  the  motion, 
and  Harper's  young  intergovernmen- 
tal affairs  minister  resigning  over  it, 
the  issue's  potential  to  distract  the 
country  from  real  issues — like  cli- 
mate change  and  Afghanistan — is 
fast  becoming  clear. 

The  motion's  problems  lie  with  two 
"trouser  words,"  to  quote  Bob  Rae  in 
a  recent  interview  (who  was  himself 
quoting  some  unnamed  philosopher) . 
These  are  words  that  subtly  but  sig- 
nificantly change  their  meaning  de- 
pending on  which  of  their  denotative 


"legs"  you're  wearing.  Two  sizeable 
trouser  words  here  are  "Quebecois" 
and  "nation." 

"Quebecois"  is  a  hard  word  to  de- 
fine. Does  it  refer  to  all  the  residents 
of  Quebec — including  Anglophones, 
the  First  Nations,  and  recent  immi- 
grants— or  just  Francophones?  What 
about  French-speaking  Canadians  in 
Ontario,  or  in  Manitoba — tes  Manito- 
bains?  Are  they  Quebecois? 

"Nation"  is  even  more  loaded — one 
of  the  big  words  that  make  us  so  un- 
happy, as  Joyce  would  say.  It  can  be 
used  to  denote  a  country  with  bor- 
ders and  a  flag,  as  in  the  United  Na- 
tions. Or  it  can  be  used  in  the  sense 
the  motion  means:  a  people  united 
by  a  shared,  distinctive  culture  and 
language.  But  treating  either  of  these 


denotations  as  exclusive  is  tricky  in- 
deed. 

The  concept  of  the  nation-state  as 
we  know  it  today  is  the  product  of 
the  turbulent  19th  century,  when  em- 
bryonic countries  like  Germany  and 
Italy  struggled  to  unify  great  swathes 
of  geography  and  people  divided  by 
dialect  and  princely  allegiance.  Ger- 
many in  particular  elevated  the  con- 
cept of  a  single  Kultur  and  history  to 
solidify  its  political  status. 

So  is  this  is  the  kind  of  culturally 
homogeneous  nationhood  that  Que- 
beckers  want?  On  a  recent  CBC  ra- 
dio talk  show,  one  young  Quebecois 
opined  that  it  wasn't.  "I  used  to  have  a 
Socialist  professor  who  would  always 
talk  about  separating,"  he  said.  "But 
that  is  really  a  baby-boomer  thing. 


Young  Quebeckers  today,  they  don't 
want  that.  They  want  to  learn  Eng- 
lish, to  do  business  with  the  rest  of 
Canada,  totravel."  - 

The  next  generation  of  Quebeckers 
is  looking  beyond  its  borders,  not  in- 
side them,  he  seemed  to  say.  Harper's 
resolution  is  aimed  not  at  Quebec's 
future,  but  at  an  aging  generation 
whose  political  influence  will  wane 
ever  more  in  the  coming  decade. 

In  this  light,  the  great  motion  is  a 
declawed,  empty  political  phrase. 
Was  it  a  manoeuvre  to  help  Harper 
steal  a  potential  wedge  issue  from 
opposing  parties?  Yes,  and  a  smart 
one  at  that.  Should  we  move  on  to 
the  more  pressing  issues  facing 
Canada's  future?  Yes,  as  soon  as  hu- 
manly possible. 


-  LETTERS  - 


Getting  out  of  the  woods 

Supreme  Court  comes  to  grips  with  the  third-parent  debate 


Anji  Samarasekera  

Here's  Johnny.  He  lives  with  Cindy 
and  her  partner,  Betty,  his  two 
moms.  Johnny  was  conceived  in 
an  artificial  insemination  between 
Cindy  and  the  couple's  friend,  Jim. 
Only  Jim  and  Cindy  are  considered 
Johnny's  legal  parents. 
Betty  is  understandably  upset  by 
this,  and  Cindy  is  too.  They  feel  they 
shouldn't  have  to  choose  who  gets  to 
be  Johnny's  real  mom.  Yet  for  both 
of  them  to  be  Johnny's  parents  un- 
der the  law,  Jim  would  be  excluded, 
and  they  believe  that  Jim  has  a  right 
to  be  recognized  as  the  legal  parent 
of  his  biological  son.  This  is  compli- 
cated. 

Indeed,  the  reality  for  most  same- 
sex  couples  who  want  children  is  a 
moral  and  political  thicket,  with  only 
the  Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms 
to  use  as  an  axe.  And  there's  been 
a  lot  of  slashing  and  burning  lately, 
as  the  Supreme  Court  forges  a  path 
through  the  dark  wood  of  social  con- 
servatism. 

At  first  glance,  a  law  limiting  paren- 
tal rights  to  two  people  appears  to 
be  just  another  branch  to  be  cleared 
away  in  this  righteous  quest.  Almost 
every  gay  couple  that  wants  to  have 
children  must  rely  on  a  third  party's 
participation.  A  law  restricting  legal 
parentage  to  two  people  is  insensi- 
tive to  this  reality. 

Just  like  marriage  legislation  be- 
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fore  it,  subjecting  the  two-parent 
law  to  the  Charter's  chopping  block 
is  a  necessary  step  towards  equality. 
However,  unlike  the  marriage  legis- 
lation— which  only  affected  same- 
sex  couples — there  are  other  people 
who  have  an  axe  to  grind  when  it 
comes  to  this  law,  including  infertile 
couples  who  require  a  surrogate's 
assistance,  second-round  spouses 
living  with  a  partner  and  the  latter's 
children,  and  live-in  grandmothers 
and  other  heavily  involved  extended 
family.  In  all  of  these  cases,  a  third- 
parent  parent  has  a  similar  stake  in 
the  matter.  When  seen  in  this  light, 
the  law  loses  its  discriminatory  fla- 
vour. 

Or  maybe  not.  In  all  of  the  ex- 
amples offered,  someone  of  each 
gender  is  involved  in  the  child's 
upbringing.  Infertile  couples  don't 
require  the  surrogate's  ongoing 
participation,  whereas  some  same- 
sex  couples  do.  Such  couples,  who 
consider  opposite-sex  involvement 
to  be  important  in  a  child's  upbring- 
ing, are  discriminated  against  by  the 
two-parent  law. 

The  most  obvious  response  to 
this  complaint  would  be  that  you 
don't  need  to  be  a  legal  parent  to  be 
involved  in  a  child's  life.  But  even  if 
the  legal  recognition  is  considered 
important — as  it  seems  to  be  for  the 
lesbian  couple  currently  challenging 
the  law — there  is  a  less  obvious  rea- 
son for  rejecting  such  an  argument. 


In  advocating  for  the  right  to  raise 
children,  gay  couples  (and  other 
members  of  society  who  support 
this  liberty)  are  rejecting  the  propo- 
sition that  there  is  something  "un- 
natural" about  both  parents  being  of 
the  same  sex.  Yet  at  the  same  time,  a 
lesbian  couple,  by  asserting  the  ne- 
cessity of  recognizing  the  father  as  a 
legal  parent,  appears  to  be  support- 
ing this  very  proposition. 

You  can't  have  it  both  ways.  Either 
there  is  nothing  wrong  with  having 
both  parents  be  of  the  same  sex,  or 
there  is. 

Even  if  same-sex  couples  should 
be  able  to  have  it  both  ways,  there 
is  a  further  concern  that  should  pre- 
clude the  use  of  a  blunt  instrument 
like  the  Charter  in  settling  this  de- 
bate. And  that's  Johnny.  One  need 
not  possess  an  extensive  knowledge 
of  family  law  in  order  to  realize  the 
serious  effect  that  granting  third- 
party  parental  rights  could  have  on 
the  child. 

Any  child  who's  experienced  a 
messy  divorce  is  fully  cognizant  of 
the  tug  of  war  that  can  ensue  when 
just  two  parents  are  involved.  Add  a 
third  party  and  you've  got  the  family 
law  equivalent  of  the  medieval  tor- 
ture device  known  as  "the  rack." 

That's  why  it  might  be  best  to 
leave  the  solution  to  this  issue  up  to 
the  fine  tinkering  of  the  legislature. 
Sometimes  wielding  the  Charter  can 
result  in  a  loss  of  limbs. 


Charity  creams 
coffee 

Re:  Student  sour  on  sorority 
sale,  Nov.  24 

Upon  reading  Mike  Ghenu's  front- 
page piece  in  Thursday's  Varsity, 
we  fek  that  those  quoted  were 
erroneous  in  their  assessment  of 
the  sorority's  charity  sale.  Alex 
Tepperman  completely  contra- 
dicts the  democratic  principal  of 
minority  rights  by  grousing,  "It's 
this  tiny,  tiny  minority  putting  out 
hundreds  of  students  who  use 
the  JCR  every  day."  Tepperman, 
they  have  every  right  to  do  so, 
and  one  cannot  simply  dismiss 
them  because  they  are  a  minority. 
There  are  plenty  of  other  places 
to  get  coffee  and  schmooze  with 
your  compatriots. 

As  for  Joshua  Perry's  remark, 
to  claim  that  "Charity  itself  is 
a  symptom  of  our  capitalist 
system"  is  to  imply  that  capi- 
talism is  a  disease.  While  this 
point  can  be  argued,  one  cannot 
ignore  the  fact  that  charity  can 
also  be  considered  a  remedy  for 
that  "disease."  Helping  out  other 
people  and  "repairing  the  world" 
is  an  age-old  tenet,  dating  back 
many  centuries  before  modern 
capitalism.  To  downplay  the  idea 
of  charity  by  calling  it  the  vomit 
of  capitalism  is  irrefutably  out  of 
touch  with  the  reality  that  char- 
ity can  be  beneficial  to  the  less 
fortunate. 

Steven  Kraft  and  Ben  Greisman 


A+  for  everybody! 

Re:  Students  used  for  'cheap 
labour':  TA  union,  Nov.  24 

I  think  the  controversial  peer- 
marking  system  in  Psych  classes 
at  UTSC  is  a  bad  idea  for  reasons 
unstated  in  the  article.  Although 
Prof.  Joordens  has  good  inten- 
tions in  building  critical  thinking 
skills  (and  I  can  assure  you  that 
in  my  own  experience,  lack  of 
critical  thinking  skills  are  not  in 
any  way  limited  to  the  sciences), 
this  seems  to  me  more  like  some 
sick  psych  experiment  than  a  valid 
way  to  obtain  marks. 

TAs'  complaints  aside,  the 
alarming  thing  about  this  situation 
is  the  ease  with  which  the  profes- 
sor has  managed  to  pit  students 
against  one  another  in  an  environ- 
ment where  it  would  benefit  them 
to  work  together.  Perhaps  this  is 
an  accurate  paradigm  of  the  world 
at  large?  We  are  made  to  compete 
with  the  very  people  we  should  be 
working  with,  and  end  up  working 
for  the  people  we  should  be  work- 
ing against.  Until  the  university 
really  begins  to  view  education 
as  collaborative  exercise  between 
profs  and  students,  a  program  like 
this  seems  to  be  against  the  best 
interests  of  the  students.  The  best 
way  to  get  rid  of  it  faster  than  you 
can  say  "pass"  would  be  to  give 
every  paper  a  90  or  above — I'm 
sure  the  program  would  come  to 
a  halt. 

Matt  McGeachy 
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Time  to  make  a 
real  difference 


Students  seize  the  opportunity  to  respond  to  the 
HIV/AIDS  pandemic 


Julie  Sermer 


Eight-thousand  eight  hundred  people  will 
die  today  of  AIDS.  That's  the  equivalent  of 
four  full  classes  at  Convocation  Hall,  wiped 
out  in  twenty-four  hours  by  a  preventable, 
treatable  illness.  And  over  forty  million  peo- 
ple with  HlV/AlDS  are  currently  living  with 
that  fact. 

But  we  can  respond.  As  Canadian  univer- 
sity students,  we  have  the  responsibiHty, 
the  opportunity,  and  the  ability  to  make  a 
difference. 

Our  government,  however,  has  shirked  its 
responsibilities.  At  the  International  AIDS 
Conference  back  in  August,  the  govern- 
ment promised  that  they  would  announce 
new  initiatives  to  fight  the  global  pandemic. 
We're  still  waiting  for  that  announcement. 
Our  leaders  are  sending  the  message  that 
AIDS  is  not  a  priority,  and  Canadians  across 
the  country  are  joining  together  to  tell  the 
government  that  they  disagree. 

The  Global  Treatment  Access  Group  is  a 
Canadian  coalition  of  AlDS-related  organi- 
zations that  has  compiled  a  platform  out- 
lining the  steps  the  Canadian  government 
must  take.  According  to  the  GTAG,  Ottawa 
must  double  its  current  financial  support 
of  new  prevention  technologies  such  as 
microbicides  and  vaccines,  and  announce 
a  timetable  for  raising  Canada's  develop- 
ment assistance  to  0.7  per  cent  of  the  gross 
national  income.  The  report  also  urges  the 
Canadian  government  to  contribute  five  per 
cent  of  the  resources  required  by  the  UN 
and  GS-endorsed  Global  Fund  to  Fight  AIDS, 
TB  and  Malaria.  Further,  we  must  invest  in 
public  health  care  systems  in  AIDS-affected 
countries  and  support  greater  training  and 
retention  of  health  care  workers. 

In  addition,  Canada  must  completely  and 
unconditionally  cancel  the  debts  of  coun- 
tries burdened  with  AIDS  and  poverty,  and 
follow  through  on  commitments  to  make 
medicines  more  affordable. 

U  of  T  students  have  the  opportunity  to 
get  involved  in  this  campaign.  In  several 


classes,  at  many  of  the  events  taking  placg 
on  World  AIDS  Day  on  Dec.  1,  and  at  the 
main  event  at  the  Hart  House  Great  Hall  at 
7:00  p.m.,  postcards  will  be  distributed  that 
can  be  signed  and  sent  to  Ottawa,  asking 
the  government  to  commit  to  these  steps. 
In  addition,  a  group  of  students  will  be  hold- 
ing meetings  with  Toronto-area  MPs  to  dis- 
cuss these  issues.  On  Wednesday,  Nov.  29  at 
8:00  p.m.  in  the  South  Dining  Room  of  Hart 
House,  there  will  be  a  workshop  covering 
the  issues  in  the  GTAG  platform  and  devel- 
oping strategies  for  talking  to  your  Member 
of  Parliament  about  AIDS. 

The  workshop  will  be  hosted  by  Students 
Against  Global  AIDS,  a  national,  student-run 
organization  with  chapters  at  several  Ca- 
nadian universities.  SAGA  is  working  with 
many  organizations  around  the  world  to 
pursue  several  initiatives,  including  an  "ac- 
cess to  essential  medicines"  campaign,  a  G8 
campaign,  and  the  implementation  of  the 
GTAG  platform.  SAGA's  outreach  program 
tours  secondary  schools,  raising  awareness 
and  inspiring  action  among  high  school  stu- 
dents. 

Every  year  five  million  people  get  infect- 
ed with  HIV,  over  half  of  whom  are  young 
people  aged  15-24.  This  pandemic  is  affect- 
ing our  generation  more  than  any  other,  but 
we  can  also  help  shape  the  present  and  the 
future. 

As  Kofi  Annan  has  said,  "Our  greatest 
challenge  is  to  extend... extraordinary  ex- 
amples of  leadership. .  .to  the  mainstream  of 
everyday  life.  In  the  absence  of  a  cure,  the 
mass  mobilization  of  every  sector  of  society 
remains  our  only  weapon."  So  let's  mobilize 
our  sector  of  society.  AIDS  is  beatable,  but 
only  if  we  choose  to  get  involved. 

Julie  Sermer  is  Co-Director  of  Students 
Against  Global  AIDS.  To  join  or  find  out 
more  about  SAGA,  World  AIDS  Day,  or  tfie 
GTAG  platform  and  workshop,  check  out 
saga.sa.utoronto.ca. 
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Hamlet  too  hammy 

Re:  Honourable  Hamlet,  Nov.  20 

Although  Hart  House's  Hamlet  has  ended, 
we  feel  it  necessary  to  express  our  disagree- 
ment with  Luke  Higginson's  review.  We  can 
only  conclude  that  Mr.  Higginson  saw  a 
completely  different  production  than  we  did 
last  Friday  night. 

Mr.  Higginson  lauded  Mr  Hutton's 
portrayal  of  Hamlet  for  nailing  "all  the 
iconic  lines."  While  Hamlet  may  be  the 
most  demanding  role  in  the  Shakespearian 
repertoire,  we  cannot  praise  a  performance 
in  which  the  actor  mangled  his  lines  on 
at  least  four  occasions,  twice  during  the 
pivotal  duel  scene  with  Laertes.  As  well,  a 
bipolar  Hamlet  may  have  been  the  actor's 
or  director's  decision,  but  the  rapid  change 
between  comedic  and  serious  scenes  was 
clumsy. 

We  disagree  with  Mr.  Higginson's  claim 


that  the  other  performances  were  "under- 
stated." Although  Mr.  Rouse  performed 
well  as  Claudius,  we  were  unimpressed 
by  the  portrayals  of  Polonius  and  Osric. 
We  felt  that  the  character  of  Polonius  was 
played  up  for  cheap  laughs,  destroying 
Shakespeare's  subtle  characterization  of  the 
character.  The  portrayal  of  Osric  was  even 
worse:  he  was  made  cartoonish,  jarring 
with  the  serious  tone  of  the  last  act. 

Unfortunately,  the  awkward  exaggeration 
of  the  comedic  aspects  of  Hamlet  rendered 
the  tragedy,  as  a  whole,  bathetic. 

Christine  Yao  and  Denis  Yarow 


rite  l^/3/?Kwelcomes  letters  from  our 
readers.  Send  letters  (250  words  max.) 
with  your  full  name  &  phone  number  tO: 

opinions@thevarsity.ca 


Opinions  submissions 
are  also  welcome. 


Whether  left  orphaned  or  living  with  the  disease,  many  children  in  the  developing  world  are  affected  by  HIV/AIDS. 


vtfww.jacqueswhitford.com 


8    TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  28, 2006 


VARSITY  SCIENCE 


science@thevarsity.ca 


g/A>^HHLnHl|Jij|||^pr 


Birds  of  a  song  flock  together? 

In  a  study  conducted  at  the  University  of 
California  at  Irvine,  researchers  found 
that  female  budgerigars — an  Australian 
parrot — prefer  to  pair  with  males  who 
sound  like  them.  Moreover,  when  simi- 
lar-sounding pairs  were  made,  males 
gave  more  help  to  the  females  when 
nesting.  Earlier  research  had  shown 
that  male  budgerigars  imitate  the  calls 
of  females  they  want  to  mate  with,  and 
that  females  preferred  males  who  had 
been  trained  to  produce  calls  similar 
to  their  own.  The  new  study  found  that 
females  are  not  fooled  by  the  males'  imi- 
tation, but  find  their  similar-sounding 
mates  before  the  vocal  mimicry  begins. 
Unlike  most  animals,  the  monogamous 
budgerigars  can  learn  new  vocaliza- 
tions throughout  their  lives,  and  seem 
to  use  various  aspects  of  vocalization 
when  selecting  mates.  The  study  seems 
to  provide  an  avian  example  of  a  bit  of 
human  advice:  choose  a  partner  with 
whom  you  have  something  in  common. 
Source:  Ethology 
— ABIGAIL  SLINGER 

No  "ecstatic"  neurons 

The  drug  MDMA,  better  known  as  ec- 
stasy, has  long  been  investigated  to 
determine  what  harmful  effects  it  poses 
to  users.  While  long-term  ecstasy  use 
has  been  proven  to  damage  serotonin- 
producing  neurons  in  the  brain,  a  recent 
study  suggests  that  first-time  users  can 
be  harmed  by  even  a  small  amount  of 
ecstasy.  Researchers  examined  188 
non-users  to  measure  the  integrity  of 
cells  and  blood  flow  in  areas  of  the 
brain.  After  18  months,  59  first-time  ec- 
stasy users  and  56  non-users  were  re- 
examined. Low  doses  of  ecstasy  had  not 
damaged  serotonin-producing  neurons, 
but  it  was  found  that  these  doses  lead 
to  subtle  changes  in  cell  structure  and 
decreased  blood  flow  in  some  regions. 
The  users  also  showed  decreased  ver- 
bal memory  performance  compared  to 
non-users.  Researchers  concluded  that 
no  amount  of  ecstasy  could  be  deemed 
safe  for  the  brain. 

Source:  Radiological  Society  of  North 
America  Annual  Meeting 
— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 

Choosy  chimps  pick  old  farts 

Researchers  have  found  that  male 
chimpanzees  prefer  to  mate  with  older 
females  than  younger  ones.  A  recent 
study  by  Boston  and  Harvard  Univer- 
sity scientists  reports  that  older  females 
were  more  likely  to  be  approached  for 
copulation,  copulated  more  frequently 
with  high-ranking  males,  and  provided 
incentive  for  higher  rates  of  male-on- 
male  aggression.  The  chimpanzee 
preference  for  older  females  contrasts 
sharply  with  traditional  human  ten- 
dencies in  mate  selection.  Researchers 
argue  that  the  formation  of  long-lasting 
bonds  among  humans,  and  the  limits  of 
a  human  female's  reproductive  lifespan 
might  account  for  these  differences  in 
mate-selection  strategy.  Chimpanzees 
neither  practice  long-term  pair  bonding, 
nor  is  the  female  chimp's  term  of  fertility 
limited  by  menopause.  These  findings 
also  suggest  that  youth  preferences  in 
mate  selection  may  be  an  evolutionary 
trait  that  arose  after  the  human  lineage 
diverged  from  that  of  chimpanzees. 
Source:  Current  Biology 
— A.S. 


Let  loose  the  light! 


Susan  Bustos 


"There  are  four  basic  ingredients 
to  life  on  earth:  air,  food,  water,  and 
light,"  said  Julianne  Bien,  a  colour 
therapist  in  Toronto.  It  seems  fitting 
that  the  woman  whose  last  name  is 
French  for  "well"  is  in  the  business  of 
promoting  well-being. 

Bien  is  the  founder  of  Spectrahue 
Light  and  Sound  and  has  been  called 
a  pioneer  of  colour  light  therapy.  Her 
company  markets  the  Lumalight  sys- 
tem, used  for  light  therapy,  or  "co- 
lourpuncture."  Lumalight  consists  of 
a  penlight  with  seven  interchange- 
able coloured  lenses  and  geometric 
screens,  like  the  star  tetrahedron, 
sphere,  cube,  and  pyramid.  The  geo- 
metric screens  are  for  light  frequen- 
cy amplification  and,  according  to 
Spectrahue,  are  "designed  to  create 
aesthetic  symmetry  by  energetically 
balancing  the  body  through  the  use  of 
colour  light  and  geometry." 

The  therapy  involves  shining  light 
on  to  traditional  acupuncture  points, 
or  chakras,  to  stimulate  energy  flow. 

Bien  cites  the  work  of  the  German 
biophysicist  Fritz-Albert  Popp,  whose 
studies  have  shown  that  any  biologi- 
cal system,  even  plants,  emit  light,  or 
biophotons,  in  the  visible  range.  She 
explains  that  cells  in  our  body  com- 
municate through  visible  colours  and 
that  applying  this  language  of  colour 
to  our  cells  activates  the  body's  self- 
healing  process. 

Mikki  Fox,  a  Toronto  colour  thera- 
pist who  uses  the  Lumalight  system  in 
her  practice,  likened  the  human  body 
to  an  orchestra. 

"Every  one  of  the  instruments  has 
its  resonance,  and  together  they  cre- 
ate what  we  call  harmony.  Get  one  of 
them  out  of  tune,  guess  what  happens 
to  the  symphony?"  She  said  colour 
therapy  helps  bring  the  body  back 
into  balance  from  disharmony  caused 
by  stress  and  disease. 

Bien's  light  therapy  claims  to  of- 
fer pain  relief  and  maintain  physical, 
emotional  and  spiritual  wellness  and 
even  beauty  regimes.  Colour  therapy 
proponents  use  Lumalight  every  day 
to  maintain  wellness  and  prevent  dis- 
ease. 


Bien  hopes  to  use  light  therapy  to 
treat  a  wider  range  of  diseases.  She  is 
in  the  process  of  creating  three  new 
systems:  one  for  treating  diabetes, 
one  for  urinary  incontinence,  and  one 
for  SAD  and  jet-lag. 

Another  light  treatment,  low-inten- 
sity laser  therapy,  is  used  for  a  variety 
of  musculoskeletal  medical  condi- 
tions, such  as  sports  injuries,  repeti- 
tive motion  syndrome  and  arthritis. 

Dr.  Fred  Kahn  founded  Meditech 
International  17  years  ago,  and  devel- 
oped the  LILT  Bioflex  system,  which 
has  been  used  by  Toronto  baseball, 
basketball  and  hockey  leagues  for 
their  injured  players. 

In  LILT,  laser  light  shone  on  the  skin 
interacts  with  subcellular  molecules 
to  promote  self-healing  by  the  body. 
Unlike  Lumalight,  LILT  has  been  en- 
dorsed by  high-profile  clients  like  the 
Toronto  Maple  Leafs,  giving  it  a  legiti- 
macy Bien  is  still  striving  for.  But  the 
two  treatments  are  strikingly  similar. 

LILT  uses  flexible,  silicone  pads  to 


deliver  red  or  infrared  laser  light  to 
the  skin.  Lumalight  uses  penlights 
with  coloured  filters  that  users  shine 
on  the  treatment  area.  In  contrast  to 
Lumalight,  LILT  lets  users  control  var- 
ious parameters  of  the  light,  such  as 
frequency,  intensity,  polarization,  and 
so  on.  Both  Lumalight  and  LILT  claim 
to  cure  health  problems,  not  just  pro- 
vide topical  treatment  for  their  symp- 
toms. 

Though  colourpuncture  and  LILT 
are  not  widely  accepted  by  doctors 
and  researchers,  other  forms  of  light 
therapy  are  supported  by  Western 
medical  institutions.  White-light  box- 
es that  simulate  sunlight  during  short 
winter  days  are  a  common  treatment 
for  seasonal  affective  disorder,  a  type 
of  depression  that  affects  up  to  three 
per  cent  of  Canadians  during  the  fall 
and  winter.  In  a  Canada-wide  study 
published  this  year  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Psychiatry  by  two  U  of  T  re- 
searchers and  their  colleagues  found 
the  boxes  are  at  least  as  effective  as 


the  antidepressant  medication  fluox- 
etine in  treating  SAD. 

As  with  most  therapies,  light  ther- 
apy's acceptance  into  mainstream 
medicine  depends  on  the  support  of 
health  insurance  providers.  Though 
some  medical  plans  cover  the  pur- 
chase of  light  boxes  with  a  doctor's 
prescription,  U  of  T's  student  health 
plan  does  not.  Students  may  be  cov- 
ered for  LILT  therapy,  however,  as 
long  as  a  licensed  physiotherapist  or 
chiropractor  provides  the  treatment. 
Students  also  get  limited  coverage  for 
visits  to  registered  naturopathic  and 
homeopathic  practitioners,  who  may 
provide  colour  light  therapy  as  part 
of  their  practice,  so  things  are  looking 
brighter. 


The  geometric  screen  amplifiers  of  the  Lumalight  system.  They  range  from  simple 
cubes  and  pyramids  to  patterns  of  the  "Fibonacci  spiral,"  seen  at  bottom  left. 


WAD'S  up  at 
UofT 


Observed  annu- 
ally on  the  first 
of  December, 
World  AIDS  Day 
will  take  place 
this  Friday  with 
a  number  of 
events  at  U  of  T  this  week.  These 
include  a  week-long  lecture  series 
organized  by  the  U  of  T  International 
Health  Program,  a  bake  sale  at  the 
faculty  of  dentistry,  and  Skate  for 
World  AIDS  organized  by  the  depart- 
ment of  student  affairs.  The  week 
concludes  with  an  evening  event  at 
Hart  House,  sponsored  by  the  Centre 
for  International  Health.  Students  can 
also  show  their  support  for  the  global 
HIV/AIDS  campaign  by  donning  the 
red  ribbons  being  distributed  all  over 
campus.  Established  in  1988  by  the 
Worid  Health  Organization,  WAD  was 
put  in  place  to  focus  public  attention 
on  the  growing  HIV/AIDS  epidemic. 
Countries  around  the  globe  will  be 
marking  the  day  with  various  events 
and  celebrations,  from  rock  concerts 
in  India  to  candle  vigils  in  Malta  to 
dance  events  in  South  Africa.  More 
information  can  be  accessed  at  intl- 
health.med.utoronto.ca. 
—MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 
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Games  cancelled  but 
players  regroup 


Sandy  Huen 


The  recent  cancellation  of  the  an- 
nual Canadian  University  Science 
Games  has  deprived  U  of  T's  team 
of  a  chance  to  compete  with  other 
scientifically-minded  undergradu- 
ates across  the  nation.  But  the  team 
rose  above  this  latest  disappoint- 
ment with  a  miniature  version  of  the 
games. 

"This  year's  competition  was  sup- 
posed to  be  held  at  Waterloo  and 
Wilfred  Laurier,"  said  Josh  Ramjist, 
president  of  the  human  biology  stu- 
dents' union  and  the  U  of  T's  CUSG 
coordinator.  "About  mid-November, 
[the  CUSG]  website  was  changed  to 
say  that  due  to  unforeseen  circum- 
stances, the  games  have  to  be  can- 
celled for  this  upcoming  January." 

The  four-day  event  was  cancelled 


because  of  the  CUSG  corporation's 
failure  to  secure  insurance  and  ad- 
equate funding  for  the  games. 

"The  two  deans  at  Waterloo  and 
Laurier  couldn't  agree  on  who  would 
actually  hold  the  liability  for  [the 
games],"  said  Ramjist,  a  problem 
that  resulted  in  the  loss  of  academic 
support  as  well. 

Moving  the  games  to  Toronto  in 
one  month  didn't  work  for  the  To- 
ronto arm  of  CUSG. 

"The  logistics  of  just  trying  to  find 
housing  for  them,  let  alone  a  venue 
for  each  challenge,  was  too  much," 
explained  Ramjist.  The  games  host- 
ed 180  students  from  nine  universi- 
ties last  year,  and  this  year  expected 
15  teams  and  about  400  students. 

"We  have  this  group  of  30  U  of  T 
students  who  are  highly  motivated 
and  super  enthusiastic.  There  must 


be  something  we  can  do  with  them," 
said  Ramjist.  "So  we  thought,  let's 
hold  our  own  science  games." 

U  of  T's  version  of  the  "science 
Olympics"  will  be  geared  towards 
high  school  students,  using  the  same 
events  as  the  CUSG  but  over  the 
course  of  a  single  Saturday.  The  for- 
mat and  logistics  of  the  mini-games 
are  currently  being  discussed  by  the 
U  of  T  CUSG  team. 

The  Toronto  team  hopes  to  main- 
tain the  faithful  support  it's  had  from 
the  faculties  of  arts  and  science  and 
of  medicine.  The  cancellation  of  the 
CUSG  threatens  this  support  and  the 
existence  of  future  teams. 

"[The  games  have]  decreased  in 
popularity,  perhaps  even  in  adver- 
tising, it's  decreased,"  Ramjist  la- 
mented. "But  this  is  the  first  year  it's 
officially  just  not  happened." 


Cool  plants  need  vitamin  E 


A  seedling  of  the  model  organism  Arabidopsis  thaliana.  This  species  has  shed  light  on 
the  role  of  vitamin  E  in  plants. 


Mandy  Lo  and  Sandy  Huen  

Vitamin  E  may  be  gaining  attention 
as  a  cancer-fighting  antioxidant 
in  humans,  but  a  recent  study  has 
shown  that  vitamin  E  also  plays  a 
crucial  role  in  helping  plants  repro- 
duce in  cold  temperatures  by  assist- 
ing in  seed  production. 

"When  plants  are  in  the  cold... 
vitamin  E  is  very  important  for  ad- 
aptation of  those  plants  to  continue, 
to  make  seeds  in  that  cold  environ- 
ment," explained  Tammy  Sage  from 
U  of  T's  department  of  ecology  and 
evolutionary  biology,  who  reported 
her  findings  in  a  recent  issue  of  The 
Plant  Cell  in  collaboration  with  sci- 
entists from  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan. 

In  animal  systems,  vitamin  E 
acts  as  an  antioxidant  and  protects 
animal  cells  from  the  destructive 
effects  of  free  radicals.  A  long-held 
hypothesis  stated  that  vitamin  E 
prevents  similar  damage  to  the  chol- 
oroplasts  of  plant  cells  and  could  be 
important  for  maintaining  a  plant's 
photosynthetic  machinery. 

To  test  this  theory,  Sage  and  her 
collaborators  created  mutant  Arabi- 
dopsis thaliana  plants  whose  levels 
of  vitamin  E  and  its  intermediates 
were  below  normal,  and  analyzed  the 
plants'  responses  to  different  kinds 
of  stress,  such  as  salinity,  high  light, 
cold  temperature  and  drought. 

"Under  stress  conditions,  it  is 
very  clear  that  within  a  leaf,  vitamin 
E  does  not  assist  as  an  antioxidant 
with  respect  to  photosynthetic  pro- 
cesses," concluded  Sage. 


Instead  of  observing  defects  in 
photosynthesis  as  would  be  expect- 
ed in  a  plant  that  lacks  the  antioxi- 
dant power  of  vitamin  E,  Sage  and 
her  collaborators  observed  a  build- 
up of  sugar  in  the  leaves  of  mutant 
plants  under  cold  conditions,  as 
well  as  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  seeds  in  such  mutants.  Photosyn- 
thesis was  not  affected  by  a  lack  of 
vitamin  E. 


"In  normal  plants,  vitamin  E  func- 
tions to  transport  sugars  in  the 
leaves,  where  sugar  is  made,  to  oth- 
er parts  of  the  plant  where  sugars 
are  consumed." 

In  Sage's  mutants,  transfer  cells, 
responsible  for  distributing  nutri- 
ents, accumulate  a  carbohydrate 
called  callose  in  their  cell  walls,  pre- 
venting the  movement  of  nutrients 
to  other  parts  of  the  plants,  such  as 
the  seeds.  As  a  result,  the  mutant 
plants  suffered  a  reduction  in  the 
number  and  the  quality  of  seeds. 

These  findings  could  be  great 
news  for  the  farmers  in  Canada  who 
are  seeking  ways  to  grow  plants, 
such  as  flax,  better  in  the  great  Ca- 
nadian cold. 

"In  Canada,  where  we  have  a 
shorter  growing  season,  modifying 
[plants]  for  enhanced  cold  tolerance 
may  mean  giving  them  a  little  more 
vitamin  E,"  noted  Sage. 

In  addition,  the  large  amount  of 
sugar  in  the  leaves  of  the  vitamin 
E-deficient  mutants  makes  the 
leaves  good  raw  materials  for  bio- 
fuel  production,  eliminating  most 
of  the  need  to  break  down  cellulose 
into  sugar,  which  requires  a  lot  of 
energy. 
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"Why  get  a  job? 
There's  an  allowance 
and  free  laundry 
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Launch  your  career  today  with  the 
Canadian  Securities  Course™: 

Qualify  for  iiigh-paylng  financial  services  jobs. 
Complement  your  degree  with  applicable  skills. 
Learn  fast  and  start  earning  immediately. 
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Passionate  About 
Computer  Science? 

The  David  R.  Cheriton  School  of  Computer  Sci- 
ence at  the  University  of  Waterloo  invites  apphca- 
tion  for  graduate  studies.  We  are  looking  for  can- 
didates who  are  passionate  about  computer  science, 
enjoy  pi^oblem  solving,  have  creative  minds  and  would 
like  to  be  paid  to  study.  We  are  now  accepting  appli- 
cations for  gTaduate  studies  starting  in  Fall  2()U7.  To 
ensure  full  consideration,  please  submit  your  applica- 
tion by  Dec'ember  15.  More  information  (-an  be  found 
at  http:  // vi^ny-cs.mvaterloo.ca/grad / admissions /. 

In  Fall  2005,  David  Cheriton,  Waterloo  Ahim- 
nus  (PhD  78)  nbw  professor  at  Stanford  University 
and  named  one  of  Forbes  Magazine's  top  ten  venture 
capitalists  (2005),  donated  $25  miUion  to  Waterloo's 
School  of  Computer  Science  to  establish  an  endow- 
ment, the  interest  of  which  is  used  to  fund  graduate 
scholarships,  research  chaks  and  faculty  iellovvships. 
Apply  for  graduate  studies  in  computer  sci- 
ence at  the  University  of  Waterloo  and  you  will 
be  automatically  considered  for  one  of  the  40 
to  75  new  David  R.  Cheriton  Graduate  Schol- 
arships awarded  annually  and  valued  between 
$10,000  and  $20,000  (in  addition  to  regular 
funding  and  other  scholarships). 

Waterloo's  David  R.  Cheriton  School  of  Computer 
Science  is  one  of  the  world's  pioneers  in  computing  re- 
search and  education.  Active  areas  of  research  include 
algorithms  and  complexity,  artificial  intelligence,  bioin- 
ibrmatics,  computer  graphics,  databiises  and  text  mmi- 
agement,  networks  and  distributed  systems,  program- 
ming languages,  scientific  computing,  software  engi- 
neering, computer  algebra  and  symbolic  computation, 
computational  statistics,  cryptography,  security  and 
privacy,  formal  methods,  health  informatics,  human- 
computer  interaction  and  user  interfaces,  iiiformation 
retrieval,  aud  quantum  computing. 

University  of 

Waterloo 
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Perfume:  The  scent  of  murder? 

Actor  Ben  Whishaw  on  why  his  mother  shouldn't  see  this  film 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


Jean-Baptiste  Grenouille  has  got  to 
be  the  weirdest  super-villain  ever. 
His  special  power?  The  ability  to 
smell  really,  really  well.  His  power 
wins  him  fame  as  a  wicked  Parisian 
perfumer,  but  ironically,  Grenouille 
finds  that  he  emits  no  odors  of  any 
kind.  Such  is  the  strange  world  of 
Perfume,  the  new  romantic  horror 
film  directed  by  Tom  Tykwer  {Run 
Lola  Run). 

Based  on  the  1985  novel  Perfume: 
TheStor)'ofaMurdererhy  German  au- 
thor Patrick  Suskind,  the  film  spent 
many  years  struggling  through  the 
pre-production  process.  This  was 
largely  due  to  a  string  of  high  profile 
directors — namely  Stanley  Kubrick, 
Martin  Scorsese,  Tim  Burton  and 
Ridley  Scott — all  ducking  out  of  the 
project,  calling  the  story  fundamen- 
tally unadaptable  to  film.  This  might 
be  due  to  the  fact  that  scent  can't  be 
goth-stylized  or  exploded,  as  Bur- 
ton and  Scott  might  have  liked. 

In  the  dark  and  twisted  plotline, 
Grenouille's  most  sought-after  de- 
sire is  the  scent  of  a  beautiful  young 
woman.  In  search  of  a  particular 
version  of  this  odour  he  stalks  his 
female  prey  like  Toucan  Sam  on 
PCP — a  caricature  of  hatred,  lust 
and  ruthless  determination. 

With  all  its  neurotic  grisliness,  it's 
not  hard  to  understand  why  Kurt  Co- 
bain  listed  Suskind's  book  amongst 
his  all-time  favourites,  even  writing 
a  song — "Scentless  Apprentice"  off 
1993's  In  Utero — about  Grenouille. 

The  job  of  bringing  such  the 
strange  character  to  life  finally  fell 
to  26-year-old  British  stage  actor 
Ben  Whishaw. 

I  sat  down  with  Whishaw  last 
month  and  was  surprised  to  dis- 
cover that  he  didn't  exhibit  any  of 
the  diabolical  creepiness  of  his  on- 
screen counterpart.  Instead,  what  1 


Ben  Whishaw  as  the  odorless  sociopath,  Jean-Baptiste  Grenouille,  obsesses  over  smell  in  Perfume. 


encountered  was  a  rather  awkward 
and  timid  man  tucked  away  in  a 
corner,  covering  his  mouth  with  his 
hand  while  he  spoke,  the  fingers  of 
his  other  hand  drawing  distracted 
circles  on  the  tabletop.  "1  don't  feel 
especially  comfortable  in  these  kind 
of  situations,"  he  confessed. 

Before  long,  however,  the  coy  ac- 
tor started  reminiscing  about  how 
he  got  into  the  head  of  a  serial  killer. 
"We  didn't  want  to  start  off  by  con- 
demning Grenouille  as  some  evil 
person.  We  really  talked  about  him 
more  as  somebody  who  has  some 
kind  of  mental  disorder.  Somebody 
who  has  been  cast  out  of  society 


...  He's  just  completely  insular,  and 
withdrawn,  and  isolated,  discon- 
nected from  people." 

Playing  a  sociopath  who  does  un- 
fathomable things  and  giving  him  a 
sense  of  humanity  proved  a  daunt- 
ing task  for  a  young  actor  with  mini- 
mal screen  experience.  "We  tried 
to  understand  what  he  was  going 
through,  what  was  missing  inside 
of  him,  and  what  he  needed,"  he  re- 
called. There  was  another  challenge 
to  the  role:  it  required  Whishaw  to 
perform  disturbing  abuse  on  a  num- 
ber of  naked  bodies.  Could  he  ever 
watch  the  film  with  his  mother? 

"No,"  he  laughs,  "no.  I  don't  think 


I'm  ever  going  to  put  myself  in  a  po- 
sition where  I  have  to  watch  it  with 
my  mother.  I  don't  like  watching  my- 
self at  the  best  of  times.  But  I  think 
that  would  be  a  little  bit  too  weird." 

However,  mom  can't  have  too 
many  complaints.  While  her  boy 
may  be  playing  a  perverted  homi- 
cidal smell-o-phile,  he's  in  the  com- 
pany of  such  stars  as  Alan  Rickman 
and  Dustin  Hoffman,  and  was  hand- 
picked  by  Tykwer  to  play  the  role  af- 
ter the  director  caught  him  on  stage 
as  Hamlet. 

"I  met  Tom  after  I'd  been  playing 
Hamlet  in  [London's]  West  end. 
And  Tom  came  to  see  the  show.  And 


we  met  afterwards  for  a  drink  and 
kind  of  had  a  really  good  rapport,  a 
good  connection.  We  went  to  a  stu- 
dio and  1  did  a  kind  of  screen  test, 
which  took  about  four  hours  to  work 
on  one  of  the  scenes."  Whishaw's 
lightning-fast  casting  left  him  a  bit 
disoriented.  "It  was  a  really,  really 
quick  decision  on  Tom's  part.  I  think 
what  took  a  lot  of  time  was  trying  to 
convince  everybody  else  that  it  was 
a  good  idea  to  cast  somebody  who 
was  not  well  known  in  a  movie  that 
was  going  to  be  pretty  expensive  to 
make." 

And  his  success  won't  end  with 
Perfume.  Whishaw  is  already  slated 
to  appear  in  I'm  Not  There,  a  biopic 
about  Bob  Dylan  by  acclainied 
director  Todd  Haynes  (Far  From 
Heaven),  that  features  a  star-stud- 
ded cast  including  Christian  Bale, 
Julianne  Moore,  and  Heath  Ledger. 
Despite  Whishaw's  non-existent  re- 
semblance to  a  young  (or  any  other) 
Dylan,  I  enquired  whether  he  would 
be  taking  on  the  coveted  title  role. 
His  response:  "Yeah  ...  one  of  them." 
Huh? 

"It's  a  strange  kind  of  thing  be- 
cause, I  don't  think  you  know  this, 
but  six  people  play  Bob  Dylan,  and 
one  of  them  is  Gate  Blanchett,  and 
another  one  of  them  is  a  twelve- 
year-old  black  kid.  So  we're  not  in 
the  realm  of  kitchen-sink  drama  re- 
ality. It's  slightly  skewed." 

Well,  skewed  or  not,  he's  still  play- 
ing Dylan,  and  that  certainly  ce- 
ments the  success  of  this  versatile 
young  actor  who  can  move  from 
playing  an  18th-century  German 
murderer  to  the  great  American  folk 
legend.  So  how  does  a  rookie  actor 
celebrate  this  newfound  achieve- 
ment? 

"I  haven't  celebrated  yet.  I  think 
when  all  of  this  publicity  is  done  I'll 
do  something  bonkers." 

Let's  just  hope  he  keeps  his  nose 
clean  while  doing  so. 


Girls  gone  raunchy 


Author  Ariel  Levy  wants  America  to  take  a  cold  shower 


Jennifer  Fabro 

ASSOCIATE  ARTS  EDITOR 


There's  something  strange  hap- 
pening In  our  culture.  I  first  no- 
ticed it  a  few  years  ago,  when  I 
saw  an  ad  for  Barbie  clothing  that 
featured  a  nine-year-old  girl  in  a 
short  skirt  and  fishnet  stockings 
(which,  despite  their  current  "in" 
status,  are  still  a  tried  and  true 
fashion  staple  of  prostitutes  ev- 
erywhere). 

Several  months  ago,  1  was  again 
alarmed  when  I  turned  on  Break- 
fast Television  and  saw  the  perky 
host  introduce  a  group  of  subur- 
ban women  learning  how  to  pole 
dance  like  a  stripper  at  a  local 
gym.  And  then,  on  Halloween,  a 
friend  of  mine  told  me  she  had 


BOOK  REVIEW 


Female  Chauvinist  Pigs 


Written  by  Ariel  iBvy 


Free  Press 


Rating:  VVVW 


purchased  her  "costume"  from 
the  Victoria's  Secret  catalogue. 
When  did  it  become  so  normal  for 
women  to  embrace  the  trashy,  hy- 
per-sexualized  lifestyle  showing 
up  everywhere  nowadays? 


1  got  my  answer  from  Ariel  Levy. 
In  her  new  book.  Female  Chauvin- 
ist Pigs,  the  journalist  and  author 
writes  about  the  rise  of  "raunch 
culture"  in  North  American  so- 
ciety. You  might  have  seen  her 
on  The  Colbert  Report  promoting 
the  book  and  sharing  her  views 
on  the  image  of  the  modern  sexy 
woman. 

In  her  sharply  funny,  very  ob- 
servant, and  carefully  researched 
book.  Levy  looks  at  the  phenom- 
ena that  make  up  raunch  culture, 
and  explains  what  implications 
raunch  has  for  feminism  and  the 
place  of  women  in  society. 

The  book  looks  at  many  fig- 
ures of  raunch  culture,  from  the 
"sexually  empowered"  organiz- 
ers of  sexy,  women-only  parties 


in  New  York  City,  to  the  creators 
and  stars  of  7726  Man  Show  and 
the  founders  of  the  Girls  Gone 
Wild  amateur  porn  empire  (one  of 
them  a  gay  man).  It  also  features 
in-depth  reports  on  the  sexual 
activities  of  pre-teens  and  adoles- 
cents (a  section  entitled  "Pigs  in 
Training"). 

Though  Levy  doesn't  offer  any 
solutions  to  the  bizarre  degrada- 
tions women  happily  put  them- 
selves through,  she  does  explain 
the  viewpoints  and  ethical  posi- 
tions involved.  It's  an  important 
book  that  should  be  required 
reading  for  all  young  women.  Next 
time  your  friends  try  to  convince 
you  to  slut  it  up  it  in  clubland,  the 
ideas  in  Female  Chauvinist  Pigs 
might  make  you  pause.  Hopefully. 
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Tis  the  season  for  ballet 


The  National  Ballet  puts  Beautyto  sleep,  readies  The  Nutcracker 


Pointe  of  contact:  Greta  Hodgkinson  and  Ryan  Boorne  perform  in  The  National  Ballet's 
production  of  Sleeping  Beauty. 


Miriam  Cross 


A  fine  line  separates  a  good  ballet 
performance  from  a  truly  magical 
one,  and  you  don't  need  to  be  a 
connoisseur  to  know  it. 

At  the  National  Ballet  of  Cana- 
da's rendition  of  Tchaikovsky's 
Sleeping  Beauty,  not  even  a  seat 
six  rows  from  the  back  of  the  the- 
atre, nor  the  frequent  and  preten- 
tious interjections  from  the  man 
behind  me,  could  diminish  the 
epic,  which  kept  me  entertained 
throughout  its  three-hour  length. 

Prima  ballerina  Sonia  Rodri- 
guez's precise,  effortless  perfor- 
mance as  Princess  Aurora  was 
particularly  captivating,  and  the 
Rose  Adagio — a  treacherous  se- 
quence where  she  balances  on 
tiptoes  for  a  full  minute  as  four 
princes  slowly  pivot  her  one  by 
one — was  as  breathtaking  as  any 
of  the  more  intricate  dances. 

Still,  something  was  missing: 
Rodriguez's  grace  highlighted  the 
other  dancers'  missteps,  and  her 
natural  charisma  easily  eclipsed 


that  of  her  male  counterpart, 
Aleksandar  Antonijevic  (Prince 
Florimund).  His  transition  from 
melancholy  to  romance  was  so 
flat  that  it  barely  registered  with 
the  audience,  and  their  Grand  Pas 
de  Deux — the  majestic  romantic 
finale — was  technically  beautiful, 
but  lacked  any  real  chemistry. 
Perhaps  I  wouldn't  have  noticed 
these  important,  subtle  nuances 
were  it  not  for  the  introduction  to 
ballet  1  received  at  an  American 
Ballet  Theatre  performance  of 
Swan  Lake.  1  watched  the  ballet 
through  a  jet-lagged  haze,  but  the 
dancers  exuded  such  palpable 
emotion  that  moments  from  the 
show  linger  with  me,  months  later. 
Through  their  physicality  and  the 
musical  atmosphere,  1  could  real- 
ly feel  the  tragedy  and  passion  of 
the  story  without  resorting  to  the 
programme  for  clarification. 

With  all  this  in  mind,  the  upcom- 
ing production  of  The  Nutcracker 
looks  to  be  the  perfect  diversion 
between  the  end  of  term  and  the 
holidays.  The  lavish  set  design 
and  costumes,  renowned  musi- 


cal score,  and  exquisite  dancing 
that  tell  the  classic  story  will 
surely  be  enjoyable  to  fans  and 
newcomers  alike.  Choreographed 
by  James  Kudelka  and  now  in  its 
eleventh  consecutive  season,  this 
breathtaking  holiday  classic  has 
had  over  231  performances  in  To- 
ronto and  has  been  seen  by  over 
571,426  audience  members. 

You  don't  have  to  know  the  in- 
tricate technicalities  of  ballet  to 
appreciate  a  good  performance. 
The  untrained  eye  is  as  capable 
as  any  of  detecting  that  elusive  je 
ne  sais  quoi.  When  scenes  or  mo- 
ments stay  with  you  long  after  the 
curtain  falls,  you  can  understand 
why  principal  dancer  Guillaume 
Cote  says  "the  wordless  commu- 
nication between  the  dancer  and 
audience  can  be  a  spiritual  expe- 
rience." And  those  three  hours 
are  still  a  treat  by  themselves. 

The  Nutcracker  runs  Dec.  9-30 
at  the  Four  Seasons  Centre  for 
the  Performing  Arts.  More 
information  can  be  found  at 
www.national.baIlet.ca. 


Rejoice 

with  the  TMC 
and  catch  the 
holiday  spirit! 


THE  TORONTO 
MENDELSSOHN 
CHOIR 


vvww.tmchoir.org 


il  fornello  ^"iI^.daiK 


With  Nanator  .?OHN  FRASER,  Master  of  Massey 
CoUege  and  Guest  Conductor  PAUL  HAUEY 

TORONTO  AAENDELSSOHN  YOUTH  CHOIR 
MATTHEW  LARKIN,  organ 
THE  FESTIVAI  BRASS 

Wednesday,  Decexnber  6,  2006  at  8  p.m. 
Yorkitiinster  Park  Baptist  Church 

Tickets:  $30-$65 

For  Tickets  an  Information 

caU  416-598-0422  Ext.  21 


rorontcartscoijncil 


As  part  of  its  Cuba  Today  program,  the  institute  for  Contemporary 
Culture  at  the  ROM  presents  a  FREE  lecture: 

The  Astounding 
Architecture  of  Cuba 

Take  a  fascinating  look  at  the  architecture  of  Havana,  Cuba's 
extraordinary  capital  city.  From  its  Spanish  colonial  beginnings 
through  to  its  Afro-Cuban  style  and  Soviet-era  influences,  Harvard 
University  Professor  Leiand  Cott  takes  you  through  more  than  450 
years  of  remarkable  design. 

This  lecture  is  generously  supported  by  Sherritt  International  Corporation. 
Friday,  December  1,  2006 

Lecture  begins  at  7:00pm  in  the  Signy  and  Cleophee  Eaton  Theatre. 

Admission  to  lecture  is  FREE.  ROM  admission  not  included.  Seating  is  LIMITED. 


pn^^n  Royal  On»orio 
li^*Jliil  Museum 

World  Cultures  i  Natural  History 


Open  Dniiy 

Bioor  St.  W.  of  Avenue  Rd. 

Museum  subwoy  slop  1  416.586.8000 

www.rom.on.ca/about/ice 


ICC  ROM 

ROM  Foil  2006  Sponior:  Sontry  SoIk!  Capifo!  Corp, 
Ttie  ROM  ij  on  ogency  of  tho  GovernmenI  or  OnSo.-io. 
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Shad:  above  the  silm  shady 


Humble  MC  raps  about  genocide,  Microsoft  Word 


CONCERT  REVIEW 


Shad 


The  Arbour  Room 


Thursday,  November  23 


Rating:  VVVW 


Greg  Stuart 


Smart  and  fresh:  home  grown  rapper  Shad  wowed  the  crowd  at  Arbour  Room  last  week. 


Despite  being  in  the  decidedly  un- 
liip-hop  Arbour  Room  last  Thurs- 
day, the  fresh-  faced  hip-hop  artist 
Shad,  hailing  from  London,  Ontar- 
io, prowled  the  stage  as  though  he 
was  dominating  a  venue  ten  times 
the  size.  Perhaps  it's  because  of 
his  youth  (he's  still  a  student  at 
the  University  of  Waterloo)  or  the 
fact  that  his  lyrics  are  still  rela- 
tively new,  but  you  can  tell  that 
Shad  lives  through  every  word  he 
rhymes. 

Shad  is  of  a  new  breed  of  indie 
Canadian  hip-hop  artists,  like  Ed- 
monton's Cadence  Weapon,  who 
rely  on  rapid-fire  humour,  wit  and 
well-produced  tracks  to  bridge 
the  gap  between  bedroom  record- 
ings and  big-time  record  deals. 

In  recent  years  hip-hop,  af- 
ter growing  fat  with  over-blown, 
bling'ed-out  and  downright  bor- 
ing gangstas  who  only  drop 
names  and  rap  about  Escalades, 
has  taken  steps  in  a  new,  more 
authentic  direction,  and  come  out 
better  for  it.  Performing  alongside 


live  drums  and  bass,  and  even 
picking  up  an  acoustic  guitar  him- 
self. Shad  is  clearly  an  advocate 
of  a  more  organic  hip-hop,  and 
there's  no  denying  how  refreshing 
it  sounds. 

It's  hard  to  peg  Shad's  style,  but 
his  guitar  work  and  the  sampling 
of  the  Fugees'  "Nappy  Heads" 
point  to  a  young  Wyclef  Jean, 
while  the  eloquence  of  his  rhymes 
suggest  Jurassic  5  or  People  Un- 
der The  Stairs. 

Although  his  backing  band  isn't 
the  tightest  hip-hopcombo — there 
is  a  definite  lack  of  polish — Shad's 
charm  onstage  and  the  quality  of 
his  tunes  held  the  attention  and 
delight  of  the  audience  through- 
out. Tracks  like  "Rock  With  It," 
"Music  is  the  Muscle"  and  new 
track  "Compromise"  (which  with- 
out the  rapping  wouldn't  sound 
out  of  place  on  Herbie  Hancock's 
classic  jazz-fusion  album  Head 
Hunters)  are  clear  comebacks 
to  anyone  who  would  question 
Shad's  cred  (he  recently  signed 
withSony/BMG). 

The  rhymes  are  witty,  whimsical 
and  a  little  self-deprecating  (sam- 
ple: "the  only  time  I  use  a  bullet  is 
on  Microsoft  Word")  and  there's 
even  a  ballad  of  sorts  in  the  touch- 
ing "A  Story  No  One  Told,"  further 
demonstrating  Shad's  vanquish- 
ing of  the  chauvinistic  rapper  im- 
age. (The  dude  even  recorded  a 
duet  with  his  mom  to  raise  aware- 
ness about  Rwandan  genocide.) 
Finishing  his  set  with  a  seamless 
freestyle.  Shad  left  the  audience 
with  no  doubt  that  he  offers  fans 
of  hip-hop  something  fresh  and 
powerful. 


Where  is  your  degree 
taking  you? 

UHUMIT  YOURSELF 

iveyhba.ca 


Bill  Gates  did  it  -  so  can  YOU! 

Experienced  financiers  seek  innovative 
business  ideas  to  commercialize  in 
partnership  with  YOU. 

Put  your  ideas  to  work! 

Email  Irv  Tee  now  at 
bizsearch@rogers.com 
or  call  (905)  709-4357 


Human  Resources  Management^ 


Take  your  degree  to  a 
whole  new  level  of  success. 

After  just  two  semesters,  you'll  be  able  to  apply  your 
knowledge,  slcills  and  management  tools  to  any  human 
resources  department. 

Huiiiber  cuii  prepare  you  for  prolcsbioiial  de.signalioii/ 
accreditation  hy  the  Human  Resources  Professionals 
/Vssociation  of  Ontario  (HRPAO). 

CaU410-<>75-0622,  ext.      or  email gmeme.smpsoit&ttimber.ca 
for  fui  iher  information.  Apply  for  all  liiisiness  Sdiool  programs  at 
the  OCAU  t>vb  Mle   mvKWiilui  imulkga.ca 

Seating  is  Limited!^^|^— 

PJJVI>" 


HUMBER 

The  Business  School 
vmw.business.humber.ca 


Take  your  degree  to  a 
whole  new  level  of  success. 


In  (inly  two  seiiitrslers  in  Marketing;  Vlanagenient, 
you  can  have  son^c  of  the  most  sought  after 
Ijusiiiesi.  skills. 

Call  itb-m-bm.  ext.  3207  or  email 
petcr.madott@humber.ca  jor further  hijormatkm. 
Apply  for  all  Uusitiess  School  programs  at  the 
OCAS  v.vt>  ike  -  mvw.oritariocollfges.ca 

Seating  is  Limited!^^^ 
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Top  10* 

RealTrax "  ring  tunes 


Week  of  November  20 


1. 

Chain  Hang  Low  (Kids) 

-  Jibbs 

2. 

Come  To  Me  (feat  Nkole  Schezinger) 

-  Diddy 

3. 

Lips  of  an  Angel 

-  H'mder 

4. 

Money  In  The  Bank 

■  Lit' Scrappy 

Money  Maker  (Pharrell  Chorus) 

-  Ludacris  (feat  Pharrell} 

My  Love 

-  Justir)  Timberlake 

7. 

Pullln'  Me  Back  (Radio  Edit) 

•  Chmgy  Featuring  Tyretf  ^ 

8. 

Sexy  Back 

-  Jus«n  Timberlake 

9. 

Shortie  Like  Mine 

-  Bow  Wow 

10. 

Smack  That 

■  Akon 

1      text' PUY"to*800onyourRoqerswiieteis 

|liim  to  dOMmload  ymr  favourite  ring  tunes  today. 
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Powering  up  the  Champions 


GAURAV  THAPA  picks  his  top  twelve  UEFA  teams 


In  memory  of  Ferenc  Puskas  (April  2, 
1927 -November  17, 2006),  83  goals 
in  84  matches  for  Hungary  and  869 
goals  in  882  matches  for  Honved  and 
Real  Madrid.  A  perfect  case  where 
statistics  only  tell  a  fraction  of  the 
story.  Greatest  goal-scorer  of  the  20th 
Century. 

1. Lyon 

7-1-0  vs.  Domestic 
League/ 2-0-0  vs. 
Champions  League 

Here  is  a  team 
truly  in  domineint 
form.  We  have  yet  to  reach  the  midway 
point  of  the  season  and  the  French 
champions  are  already  running  away 
with  their  domestic  trophy.  Mean- 
while, they  are  simultaneously  leading 
their  Champions  League  group.  So  im- 
pressive has  Lyon  been  in  Europe  that 
their  recent  draw  against  Real  Madrid 
at  Santiago  Bernabeau  has  been  seen 
as  an  upset.  Most  clubs  seem  unable 
to  cope  with  the  blistering  counterat- 
tack of  Lyon  as  long  as  Juninho  contin- 
ues to  haunt  teams  with  his  free  kicks. 


2.  Chelsea 

10-1-2/3-1-1 

While  they  may 
have  secured  a 
spot  in  the  knock- 
out phase,  their 
route  there  has  been  far  from  convinc- 
ing. A  one-nil  defeat  at  Bremen  means 
that  at  the  moment,  head-to-head  re- 
cord with  Werder  Bremen  is  all  that 
guarantees  Chelsea  a  fixture  in  the 
next  round.  With  the  club  still  chasing 
Manchester  United  in  the  Premiership, 
it  seems  Chelsea  are  going  to  face  a 
gruelling  competition  on  all  fronts.  One 
source  of  comfort  has  been  Drogba, 
who  has  finally  found  his  goal-scoring 
boots.  With  him  in  top  form,  Chelsea  is 
more  likely  than  not  to  score  goals  and 
win  games.  There  is  still  a  lot  of  Rus- 
sian oil  in  this  gas  tank. 


3.  Werder 
Bremen 

7-3-3/3-1-1 

>Sk  f  ^  MY     Bremen's  attack- 
A  J/       minded    tactic  is 
^SK/  truly  a  joy  to  watch. 

From  the  onset  it 
was  clear  that  their  level  of  play  would 
hardly  be  matched  in  the  Bundesliga, 
but  to  mirror  similar  success  in  the 
Champions  League  is  truly  remark- 
able. They  now  boast  the  prized 
scalp  of  Chelsea,  but  that  victory  may 
be  in  vain  if  they  do  not  produce  an 
equally  stellar  performance  at  Camp 
Nou  against  a  desperate  Barcelona 
side.  Klose  has  been  mentioned  in  a 
move  from  Bremen  to  Barcelona,  and 
a  match-winning  performance  might 
just  mean  that  the  demand,  as  well  as 
the  price  tag,  for  the  player  might  sky- 
rocket. 


4.  Valencia 

5-3-3/4-1-0 

With  over  ten  major 
injuriestothesquad, 
along  with  their  star 
striker  pulling  out  of 
the  fixture  against 
Olympiacos,  the  fu- 
ture is  blurry  for  Valencia.  However, 
one  thing  that  is  clear  is  they  are  in  the 
knockout  fixture,  claiming  the  position 
of  top  dog  in  their  group.  This  might 
not  assure  an  easy  opponent  in  the 
round  of  sixteen,  but  it  does  mean  that 
Valencia  can  concentrate  on  their  do- 
mestic matches  and  not  worry  about 
Europe  for  the  time  being.  They  also 
need  David  Villa  back  in  their  lineup  as 
fast  possible. 


5.  Barcelona 

8-2-1/2-2-1 

The  very  real 
possibility  of  see- 
ing the  defending 


champions  bow  out  of  the  competi- 
tion in  the  first  round  looms  large. 
The  Catalonians  have  left  every- 
thing hinging  on  their  last  home 
game  of  the  group  stage.  Long-term 
injuries  to  Messi  and  Eto  means 
that  Barca  are  still  toiling  to  find 
that  finish  that  defined  them  much 
of  last  season.  It's  time  for  the  sup- 
port cast  to  show  their  true  value 
to  this  team.  Gudjohnsen,  Guily  and 
Deco  need  to  play  at  their  highest 
abilities. 


9^^ 


6.  Manches- 
ter United 

11-1-1/3-0-2 


They  seem  to 
be  doing  every- 
thing  brilliant- 
ly in  the  Premiership,  but  the  final 
one  point  to  qualify  for  the  knock- 
out phase  has  proved  to  be  elusive. 
United  will  be  the  first  one  to  admit 
that  they  love  to  achieve  the  goals 
in  a  heart-stopping,  last-gasp,  high- 
ly dramatic  manner,  but  this  is  too 
early  in  the  season  for  that.  All  Red 
Devil  fans  are  far  too  scarred  from 
last  year's  early  Champions  League 
exit  to  be  forced  to  go  through  this 
drama  again.  And  perhaps  Cristiano 
Ronaldo  could  keep  his  composure 
when  the  open  net  presents  itself. 


7.  Bayern 
Munich 

7-2-4/3-2-0 

In  efficient  Ger- 
man fashion, 
they  have  got- 
ten the  job  done  and  qualified  for 
the  next  round.  Munich  must  be 
one  of  the  few  teams  that,  while 
struggling  in  their  own  league,  have 
managed  to  bring  all  their  European 
experience  to  the  fore  and  dispatch 
the  lesser-known  clubs  swiftly  and 
without  hesitation. 


8. Inter 
Milan 

9-3-0/3-0-2 

It  seems  Inter 
finally  woke 
up.  They  have 
managed 

to  qualify,  but  with  a  meagre  nine 
points.  This  Italian  giant  can  little 
afford  to  rest  on  its  laurels.  With  a 
challenge  failing  to  materialize  in 
the  chase  for  the  Scudetto,  the  club 
can  seriously  focus  their  energy  on 
the  coveted  Champions  League  Tro- 
phy. Roma  fans  can  disagree  with  me 
all  they  want,  but  the  proof  is  in  the 
pudding. 


9.  Arsenal 

6-4-2/3-1-1 

Even  with  CSKA 
Moskva  shock- 
ing the  league 
by  defeating  Ar- 
senal, they  are 
still  tops  in  their  group.  But  things 
could  go  ugly  fast.  A  draw  in  their  last 
match  and  a  win  for  CSKA  in  theirs 
could  mean  three  teams  on  eleven 
points.  With  goal  difference  deciding 
both  qualification  spots,  goals  have 
never  been  more  important.  Cue  Thi- 
erry Henry. 


10.  Real 
Madrid 

8-2-2/3-1-1 

With  teams  get- 
ting a  Rudd 
awakening  in 
the  La  Liga,  Ma- 
drid seemed  to  have  found  the  form 
necessary  to  move  on  to  bigger  and 
better  things.  Alas,  their  dismal-to- 
dramatic  performance  against  Lyon 
suggests  that  this  team  still  needs  to 
search  for  its  permanent  class  and 
not  rely  on  its  temporary  form. 


11.  Celtic 

13-1-1/3-0-2 

Dominant  in  the 
Scottish  Pre- 
mier League,  it 
now  seems  they 
are  handing  out 
a  helping  of  haggis  to  Europe  as  well. 
After  guaranteeing  qualification  in 
Glasgow  the  Bhoys  from  Parkhead 
are  going  to  go  into  match  day  six 
in  pursuit  of  winning  the  group  out- 
right. If  Celtic  are  to  find  themselves 
higher  in  this  ranking  then  they  need 
to  do  more  in  away  games.  Come  on 
lads,  at  least  get  a  draw! 


12.  Liverpool 

5-3-5/4-1-0 

They  aren't  do- 
ing well  domesti- 
cally again,  and 
last  time  they 
did  that  they 
won  the  Champi- 
ons League.  While  three  key  players 
fell  to  injury  in  a  2-0  PSV  Eindhoven, 
the  verdict — that  Liverpool  is  impos- 
sible to  read — remains  the  same. 

Editor's  Note:  This  writer  cites  lack  of 
interesting  development  in  the  Serie  A 
Clack  of  talent  and  no  new  match-fix- 
ing scandal)  and  the  done-and-dusted 
group  of  AC  Milan  for  its  glaring  omis- 
sion from  the  list. 


CHAMPIONS 

LEAGUE. 


//SPORTS  IN  BRIEF 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR  

Women's  Hockey 
pulls  off  upset 

With  just  over  five  minutes  remain- 
ing in  the  second  period,  blue-liner 
Mary  Modeste  saw  a  streaking  Ja- 
nine  Davies  and  hit  her  with  the 
pass.  Davies  broke  away  from  the 
pack,  pulled  up  in  front  of  the  net, 
and  rifled  a  shot  to  the  top  right 
corner.  Laurier  keeper  Morgan 
Wielgosz's  reaction  was  too  slow,  as 
the  puck  hit  above  her  outstretched 
glove,  giving  the  Blues  a  1-0  lead. 

It  would  be  the  only  score  of  the 
match  as  host  U  of  T  (7-3-1-0)  de- 
feated Laurier  (10-2-0-0)  1-0  Sun- 
day The  match  pitted  OUA  top  and 
Canadian  Interuniversity  Sports' 
third-ranked  team  team,  the  Golden 
Hawks,  against  the  seventh-ranked 
Blues. 

Though  composed  through  the 
match,  the  Blues  unraveled  at  the 
onset  of  the  third  period.  After  claim- 
ing only  five  penalties  in  the  first 
forty  minutes,  U  of  T  notched  three 


Women's  Hockey  (7-3-0-1 )  ousted  Laurier  (10-2-0-0)  1-0  Sunday.  Forward  Janine  Davies  notched  the  only  tally  of  the  game,  as  seventh-rated 
U  of  T  upset  the  OUA's  best  and  the  CIS's  third-ranked  squad.  The  Blues  pick  up  play  again  Jan.  12  when  they  host  Guelph. 

in  the  next  five.  Thanks  to  Stepha-  9,  U  of  T  pulled  off  the  upset.              BlUeS  rOtUm  hOITie 

nie  Lockert's  sterling  performance  The  game  was  the  final  match  this     3Her  rOUtlnE  Oil  TOatl  tfiD 

between  the  pipes— she  saved  24  year  for  the  Blues.  Next  up  will  be                       6  1* 

shots  for  the  Blues— and  a  tremen-  second  place  Guelph  (8-3-1-1),  who 

dous  penalty  kill  that  left  Laurier  0-  visits  Jan.  12. 


This  weekend.  Men's  Hockey  (9-5) 


will  face-off  against  Ryerson  (1- 
12)  with  a  home-and-home  series 
before  closing  for  the  remainder 
of  the  year.  They  will  next  host 
Queen's  on  Jan.  5. 

It  might  not  be  long  enough  for 
the  Golden  Gaels  to  recoup,  as  they 
were  demolished  7-1  by  visiting  U  of 
T  Friday.  The  Blues  scored  the  first 
five  goals,  and  out-shot  Queen's  43- 
27  while  killing  five  of  six  Golden 
Gael  penalties. 

Scott  Malcolm  led  U  of  T  with 
three  points,  scoring  twice  in  the 
third  period,  and  Chris  Gray  also 
scored  twice. 

The  Blues  also  shut  out  host  Roy- 
al Military  College  (3-10)  3-0  Sun- 
day, as  the  Paladins  put  up  30  shots 
but  were  unable  to  solve  U  of  T 
keeper  Ryan  Grinnell.  Joe  Rand  led 
the  Blues  with  two  goals,  assisted 
each  time  by  Alex  Nagribianko. 

Men's  Basketball 
strains  for  consistency 

After  U  of  T  dispatched  CIS's  eighth- 
ranked  Brock  (3-3)  73-59  Friday, 

SEE  BRIEFS'  -  PG  15 
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NFL's  week  12  mojo  metre:  hot  and  not 


Danielle  Berger 


As  winter's  chill  rolls  in  and  the 
thermostats  get  turned  up,  the  NFL 
season  hits  its  home  stretch.  While 
five  weeks  remain,  the  mojo  metre 
waits  for  no  man.  Here's  who's  hot 
and  who's  not  in  the  NFL. 

Cozy  fireplace  hot: 
LaOainian  Tomlinson 

Ho-hum,  another  day  at  the  office. 
The  San  Diego  running  back  ran  for 
109  yards  and  two  touchdowns  Sun- 
day, while  throwing  a  19-yard  TD 
pass  to  tight  end  Antonio  Gates  to 
claim  a  21-14  victory  over  Oakland. 
That  brings  his  season  totals  to  L146 
yards  rushing,  456  yards  receiving, 
20  yards  passing  and  24  total  TDs. 
The  NFL  record  for  TDs  in  a  season 
is  28,  notched  by  Shaun  Alexander 
last  year.  Given  the  fact  that  Tomlin- 
son has  scored  16  times  in  his  last 
five  games,  he  could  very  well  be  on 
his  way  to  obliterating  that  record. 
Ladies  and  gentlemen,  the  greatest 
running  back. .  .ever? 


Lone  star  hot:  Tony  Romo 

After  taking  over  for  lame-duck  quar- 
terback Drew  Bledsoe  in  week  seven, 
Romo  has  finally  come  into  his  own, 
and  he's  riding  the  heat  of  his  own 
winning  streak.  Over  his  last  three 
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games — all  wins — he  is  averaging 
280  yards  through  the  air,  throwing 
for  seven  TDs.  More  impressively,  he 
seems  to  have  finally  gotten  the  Cow- 
boys, who  have  withstood  receiver 
Terrell  Owens'  meltdown  and  kicker 
Mike  Vanderjagt's  implosion  on  an 
even  keel.  Just  in  time  for  their  big 
NFC  East  showdown  with  the  New 
York  Giants.  Speaking  of... 

On  the  shoulders  of  not: 
New  York  Giants 

Things  looked  awfully  nice  for  the  Gi- 
ants this  Sunday,  as  they  led  the  Ten- 
nessee Titans  21-0  heading  into  the 
fourth  quarter.  But  then  it  shattered, 
as  the  G-Men  gave  up  24  points  in 
less  than  ten  minutes,  losing  on  a 
49-yard  field  goal,  which  came  af- 
ter they  gave  up  an  onside  kick, 
which  came  after  they  gave  up  three 
straight  Vince  Young-led  scores.  Af- 
ter winning  five  in  a  row,  the  Giants 
have  lost  their  last  three  and  face  a 
barn-burner  this  weekend. 


Obscenely  not:  Michael  Vick 

The  fastest  man  in  the  league  came 
within  nine  yards  of  beating  his  own 
quarterback-rushing  game  record 
Sunday,  as  Vick  ran  for  166  yards  in 
Atlanta's  31-13  loss  to  New  Orleans. 
But  the  impressive  total  came  with 
good  reason.  Vick  was  sacked  three 
times,  and  had  passes  dropped  on 
at  least  five  certain  receptions  in  a 
frustrating  afternoon.  Tired  of  hav- 
ing his  teammates  drop  the  ball, 
Vick  tried  to  take  the  game  into 
his  own  hands,  but  the  frustration 
boiled  over.  As  fans  heckled  him  as 
he  left,  Vick  gave  the  Atlanta  faithful 
two  dirty  birds  en  route  to  the  locker 
room.  Coming  off  a  week  where  for- 
mer NFL  coach  and  father  of  current 
Falcon  manager  Jim  Mora  Jr.  called 
him  a  coach-killer,  Vick  might  not  be 
able  to  run  away  from  his  detractors 
this  week. 


While  running  back  LaDainian  Tomlinson  (bottom)  and  quarterback  Tony  Romo  (top 
left)  were  hot  this  week,  quarterback  Michael  Vick  (top  right)  was  not. 
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Guelph  (3-3)  posted  a  72-71  vic- 
tory here  over  the  Blues  Saturday. 
Men's  Basketball  (3-3)  will  travel 
to  Waterloo  (2-4)  Friday  before 
closing  the  season  for  the  year  at 
Laurier  (3-3).  The  Blues  will  be 
back  in  action  Jan.  5  at  first-place 
Carleton  (6-0). 

Guelph's  victory  was  thanks  in 
part  to  their  torrid  first-half  shoot- 
ing, as  they  led  U  of  T  41-  34  at  the 
half.  The  Gryphons  notched  elev- 
en threes  in  the  game,  and  were 
able  to  hold  off  the  Blues  who 
came  clawing  back  in  the  second 
half,  to  no  avail. 

U  of  T  was  led  by  Mike  DeGior- 
gio's  19  points,  and  Mike  Williams' 
17-point,  eight  rebound  perfor- 
mance helped  the  Blues  keep  pace 
with  Guelph,  to  no  avail. 

Hosting  Brock,  U  of  T  was  able 
to  claim  victory  by  holding  the 
Badgers'  shooting  to  33  per  cent 
from  the  field.  Ben  Katz  led  the 
Blues  with  his  15-point,  seven  re- 
bound, four  assist  performance. 
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Blues  hit  the  road 
to  get  hack  on  track 

After  dropping  two  at  home. 
Women's  Basketball  (3-4)  will  hit 
the  bus  hoping  to  get  their  season 
back  on  track. 

U  of  T  travels  to  Waterloo  (4-4) 
Friday  before  closing  the  year  at 
Laurier  (2-6)  Sunday.  They  will 
pick  up  the  action  Jan.  5  at  Car- 
leton (1-5). 

The  Blues  were  defeated  55-71 
by  Guelph  Saturday.  The  Gry- 
phons held  U  of  T's  shooting  to  33 
per  cent  from  the  field,  and  out-re- 
bounded the  Blues  52-35. 

Friday,  the  Blues  fared  better, 
but  were  still  unable  to  claim  vic- 
tory, as  CIS'  sixth-ranked  Brock 
(7-1)  defeated  U  of  T  77-72. 

Christine  Cho  led  the  Blues  with 
20  points,  but  the  Badgers'  shot 
60  per  cent  from  three-point  land, 
notching  27  points  behind  the  arc 
en  route  to  the  win. 


Water  Polo  dominates 
en  route  to  three-peat 

Behind  ten  goals  from  Sean  McGhie 
and  Jake  Pottier,  and  a  trifecta  from 
Cagri  Ilhan,  U  of  T  (11-1)  defeated 
McMaster  (8-3)  17-10  Sunday  to 
take  the  Ontario  University  Athletic 
Championship.  The  title  is  their 
third  straight. 

With  Queen's  hosting  the  Blues 
opened  the  final  match  with  the 
game's  first  four  goals,  and  had  six 
players  notch  tallies.  While  Maraud- 
er David  Jones  netted  four,  the  Blues 
allowed  only  three  other  McMaster 
players  to  score  to  take  U  of  T's  23rd 
Water  Polo  banner.  With  the  win,  the 
team  avenged  their  only  defeat  of 
the  season,  an  8-5  loss  at  McMaster 
Nov.  10. 

The  Blues  also  obliterated  York  (4- 
6)  19-2  in  the  semifinal,  as  McGhie 
put  up  another  five  goals.  Seven  U  of 
T  players  would  find  themselves  in 
the  books,  while  only  one  Lion,  Jor- 
dan Duffield,  prevented  the  shutout. 


GAME  ON:  Women's  Hockey  defeated  visiting  Laurier  1-0  Sunday. 
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DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


THE  WORLD'S  GREATEST  COMIC  STRIP!  By  Daniel  Kaell 


Sometlnes  when  you're  In  an 
accident  or  about  to  be 
hurt,  time  seems  to  slow 
down!    This  gives  you  more 
of  a  chance  to  react  to 
ensure  your  survival ! 


THIS  IS 
AWESOME. 


ACTUALLY  Changing 
this  means  that  my  brain  has  the  IncredlbTi 


Assuilng  that  time  Isn't 

'  ■  "  my 

ability  to  slow  down  my  perception  of  time! 
I  must  harness  this,  oromlcelomlmus ! 

I  could  become  truly 
UNSTOPPABLE.    I  could  re*d 
books  faster  and  also  do 
well  on  timed  tests' 

It  docs  sound  like  It 
would  be  an 
evolutionary 
advantage. 

I  am  seriously 
trying  to 
evolve  so  hard 
^over  here 


perceive  the  world  slowly,  allowing 
me  more  reaction  time",  wouldn't 
this  conversation  be  slowed  down'' 
wouldn't  everyone  look  like  statues 


and  sound  11ke_ 
dull  rumbles 
when  they 
open  then 
mouths' 

THERE  IS  ONE 
><AY  TO 
FINO  OUT. 


T-REX  INCREDIBLY  GAINS 
THIS  POWER  FOR  ONE  DAY 
ONLY!      IT'S  SO  PLAUSIBLE 


Where  is  your  degree 
taking  you? 


HELP  WANTED 


CHRISTMAS  GIFT  WRAPPERS 

Creative  individuals,  locations — Down- 
town Toronto,  North  York,  Richmond 
Hill,  Thornhill.  Managers  to  $10.50/hour 
+  bonuses.  Wrappers  to  $8.85/hour.  Full/ 
Part  time,  December  1-24. 416-533-9727  or 
www.torontowraps.com 

ANIMATED  CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS 
NEEDED 

To  present  fun  &  hands-on  activities  in 
elementary  schools.  Car  and  exp.  with 
kids  req'd.  Cool  activities.  Gain  valu- 
able teaching  experience.  Pay:  $22.50/1 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-.5282  Ext  31  or  email; 
employment@madscience.on.ca 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


THE  TORONTO  ART  THERAPY  INSTITUTE 

Announces  new  options  for  streamlined 
training  in  art  therapy  Visit  www.tati.on.ca 
or  call  416-924-6221, 

LEAVE  THE  PACK  BEHIND  ~ 

Is  getting  ready  for  the  annual  Let's  Make  a 
Deal  contest  in  January.  Quit  smoking  for 
good  and  win  cash!  www.ltpb.tk 


FOR  SALE 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


OILSKIN  COATS-T's  the  Season. 

Quality  waterproof  coats  made  from  100% 
cotton.  Long  lasting  and  outstanding  style. 
Full  length  from  $159.  and  mid-length  $145. 
Hats  are  $25.  www.australian-shop.ca 
Tel.  416-322-5826. 


TRAVEL 


READING  WEEK  IN  LONDON 

Make  this  the  best  break  ever!  599pp,  all 
accommodation,  breakfast  daily,  various 
sightseeing  tour/tickets,  free  drinks  night 
with  prizes,  free  London  guide  and  lots 
more.  Dates  available  for  17-24  February. 
Ring  1  800  340  9064;  sales@capital-toursltd. 
com;  www.capital-toursltd.com. 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  or  signup.  Just  dial  10-10-940 
before  your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on 
your  local  Bell  bill,  www.1010940.com 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 


TUTORING 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  Past  tests  and 
exams  with  solution  available  for  prac- 
tice. (416)-785-8898. 

TUTOR:  ESL-CERTIFIED,  PROFESSIONAL 
WRITER/EDITOR 

MA,  background  in  health  sciences  416- 
769-4141. 


EDITING 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and 
dissertations,  from  style  to  format. 
APA,  MLA  and  McGill  styles  are  speci- 
alities. Mary  Anne  Carswell,  MA,  MEd, 
mcarswell@svmpatico.ca ,  416-303-3106. 


Advertise  In 


^y^^VARSITY 


ads@thevarsity.ca 
416-946-760- 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 

the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 

DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6.  Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


iveyhba.ca 


Got  a  Head  for 

International  Business? 

Get  Ahead  with  an  EDC 
International  Business  Scholarship. 


Apply  for  an  Export  Development  Canada  (EDC)  International  Business 
Scholarship  to  receive  a  cash  award  and  the  potential  for  an  invaluable 
work  experience  that  will  give  you  an  edge  in  the  job  market.  EDC  created 
this  scholarship  because  we  understand  that  international  trade  is  critical 
to  Canada's  economic  prosperity  -  and  you  are  the  future  generation  of 
Canadian  business. 

Here's  what  an  EDC  scholarship  is  worth:  a  $3,000  cash  award  and  the 
possibility  of  a  four-month  work  term  at  EDC's  head  office  in  Ottawa, 
worth  approximately  Si  0,000. 

If  you  have  a  demonstrated  interest  in  international  business, 
visit  www.edc.ca/cbie  for  eligibility  criteria. 

Application  deadline  is  January  22,  2007. 

Administeied  by  the  Canadian  Bureau  for  International  tducation  for  EOC. 


Canada 


tEDC 


CBIE-BCEI 


Export  ExpofUtion  ci 
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Pot  prof 
puts  Trinity 
off  its 
single-malt 
scotch 


Sooky  Barmat 

WEALTH  &  PRIVILEGE  REPORTER  

A  gang  of  Trinity  College  students 
waved  signs  and  yelled  anti-weed 
slogans  outside  Provost  Margaret 
MacMillan's  residence  yesterday 
to  protest  a  professor  who  they  say 
is  stinking  up  the  halls — and  Trin's 
upper-crust  image — with  his  crazy 
chronic  smoke. 

Trinity  philosophy  professor  Doug 
Hutchinson  fought  for  a  space  on 
campus  to  get  relief  from  a  "health 
condition"  (i.e.  stressin'!)  by  smok- 
ing medical  marijuana.  Although  he 
finally  got  reluctant  administrators 
to  lay  off  and  let  him  light  up  in  his 
own  private  spliff-smoking  room  in 
Trinity's  basement  in  September, 
he's  since  had  to  deal  with  com- 
plaints from  Trin's  ultra-conserva- 
tive students  that  his  wacky  tobac- 
cy  is  making  the  venerable  college's 
halls  smell  like  Snoop  Dogg's  limo. 
But  Hutch  has  a  message  for  such 
students:  "Chill  out." 

"Those  UCC  squares  can't  Bogart 
every  room  in  this  old  mausoleum 
for  their  cheese  appreciation  club 
meetings,"  said  Hutchinson.  "1  need 
my  OHlP-covered  Mary  Jane  before 
1  can  lecture  on...uhhh...y'know, 
stuff.  Say,  are  those  Cheetos  you 
have  there?" 

Students  at  the  protest  made  it 
clear  that  they  weren't  anti-drugs 
or  anything — they  simply  claim 
that  grass  is  for  "the  little  people." 

"God  knows  everyone  needs  a 
toot  of  blow  before  a  big  exam," 
said  Elizabeth  Worthley  Ford,  Trin 
debutante  and  chairperson  of  the 
Trinity  wine-tasting  society.  "But 
blunts  are  just  so,  well,  plebian.  It 
isn't  befitting  a  college  of  Trinity's 
stature  and  age.  It  would  make 
more  sense  if  they  gave  him  a  room 
at  Woodsworth  or  DC." 

One  student  complained  softly 
that  smoke  wafting  into  the  vents 
from  Hutch's  jazz  cigarettes  may 
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After  losing  the  Liberal  leadership  race.  Bob  Rae  and  Michael  Ignatieff  are  excited 
to  get  back  into  the  ring  as  they  vie  to  be  the  Eaton  Centre's  next  Santa  Claus.  Rae 
won  his  last  middleweight  championship  in  1989,  and  weighs  in  at  205  pounds,  ego  in- 
cluded. Of  his  contender,  he  said,  "And  I  laughed  when  I  saw  him,  in  spite  of  myself;  A 
wink  of  his  eye  and  a  twist  of  his  head,  Soon  gave  me  to  know  I  had  nothing  to  dread." 


Ignatieff,  whose  only  sparring  partners  are  his  academic  buddies  during  martini 
nights  on  College  Street,  expects  that  he  will  get  the  same  reaction  during  the  match 
that  Rae  gave  him  at  the  Convention  this  weekend.  "He  sprang  to  his  sleigh,  to  his 
team  gave  a  whistle,  And  away  they  all  flew  like  the  down  of  a  thistle,"  Ignatieff 
sniffed.  May  the  best  Santa  win. 


Dion  promises  'more  red  tape' 


Jean  Faberge 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Firemen's  ladders  beware.  In  the 
wake  of  this  weekend's  leadership 
victory.  Liberal  leader  Stephane 
Dion  is  set  to  unveil  a  campaign 
platform  calling  for  sweeping  E.U.- 
style  regulations  which  would 
set  out  such  details  as  the  proper 
length  of  firemen's  ladders.  The 
plan  also  calls  for  the  hiring  of 
200,000  more  civil  servants  over 
four  years,  and  the  adoption  of  the 
35-hour  work  week. 

"Stephen  'arper's  efforts  at  'big- 
gouvernement  conservatism'  have 
been  disgrace,"  Dion  said.  He 
pointed  out  that  while  government 
spending  under  the  Bush  admin- 
istration grew  at  the  fastest  rate 
since  Lyndon  Johnson's  days  in 
the  '60s,  the  size  of  government  in 
Canada  has  remained  roughly  the 
same  during  this  time. 

"Through  this  maudit  gouverne- 
ment's  misguided  policies,  we  face 
the  risk  of  falling  further  behind," 
Dion  warned. 

Meanwhile,  the  Canadian  Fed- 
eration of  Students  is  rushing  into 
damage  control  mode,  after  Jesse 
Greener,  chairperson  of  CFS-On- 
tario,  took  to  the  stage  with  for- 
mer Liberal  leaders  to  congratu- 
late Dion.  What's  worse,  Greener 
praised  Jean  Chretien's  Canada 
Millenium  Scholarship  Founda- 
tion— a  bete  noire  among  student 
union  leaders — in  an  off-the-cuff 


CFS  Ontario  chairperson  Jesse  Greener  (right)  shares  the  spotlight  with  Liberal  honchos 


remark  caught  by  a  rogue  micro- 
phone. 

"1  got  a  little  carried  away,"  said 
Greener,  who  admitted  to  "putting 
away  a  few"  during  the  intermina- 
ble line-up  to  vote.  Ambling  drunk- 
enly  through  the  crowd.  Greener 
suddenly  found  himself  at  the  po- 
dium during  Dion's  speech,  direct- 
ly across  from  Chretien. 

"He  looked  so  wrinkled  and  sad, 
it  just  made  your  heart  break," 
Greener  recounted.  "So  I  said  'Jean, 
man,  your  Millenium  Scholarship 
thing  was  a  real  swell  idea!'  But 
that  was  by  no  means  an  endorse- 
ment of  it." 
Greener's  comments  set  off  a  fire- 


storm in  the  blogosphere.  On  Sunday, 
CFS  national  chairperson  Amanda 
Aziz  asserted  in  a  statement  that  the 
federation's  staffers  are  free  to  back 
whichever  party  they  wish. 

"I  guess  this  puts  paid  to  the  no- 
tion— aired  by  some  misguided 
critics — that  the  CFS  is  nothing  but 
an  NDP  front  group,"  Greener  said. 
"This  proves  how  much  of  a  big  tent 
organization  the  federation  really 
is." 

Other  CFS  officials,  meanwhile, 
took  a  different  tack. 

"What's  your  problem?!"  an  un- 
named national  office  staffer  yelled 
into  the  telephone  before  hanging 
up,  when  asked  to  comment. 


Prepare  for  wan 
Bush  coming  to 
UofT 


Haute  Carl 

INTERPOL  GOSSIP  BUREAU 


During  his  weekly  radio  address  this 
Saturday,  U.S.  President  George  W. 
Bush  surprised  pundits  by  adding  U 
of  T  to  his  list  of  scheduled  stops  on 
his  upcoming  tour  of  Canada. 

Bush  declared  that  it  was  "impor- 
tant to  get  in  touch  with  the  students 
studying  for  tomorrow,  and  as  Cana- 
da's premier  institution  for  learning, 
the  University  [of  Toronto]  was  our 
number-one  choice." 

Connie  Richfield,  president  of  U 
of  T's  Young  Conservative  club,  was 
thrilled. 

"I  think  it's  fantastic  that  a  proven 
ally  of  the  Harper  government  is  com- 
ing to  drum  up  support,"  she  gushed. 
All  eight  of  U  of  T's  conservatives 
quickly  built  a  papier-mache  statue  of 
Bush,  which  they  set  up  in  the  Trinity 
College  quad.  But  the  group  suffered 
a  setback  on  Sunday  when  a  group  of 
anti-war  protesters  on  their  way  to  a 
demonstration  toppled  it. 

Trinity  students  and  staff  did 
nothing  to  stop  them,  Richfield  com- 
plained. "No  one  takes  responsibility 
for  anything  anymore,"  she  ranted. 

Now,  she  plans  to  rebuild  the  stat- 
ue twice  as  big — in  lustrous  bronze. 

"The  shitty  part  was  waiting  for  my 
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Your  student  centre! 


COMMUNITY 
KITCHEN 

December  5th  5:00  -  7-:00PM 
Discover  the  tastes  of  Africa. 
Learr)  to  make  a  meal  and  take  home  the  leftovers. 
$5,  Sign  up  at  the  Porters  Desk. 


INTUITWEDNESDAYS 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1:30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  On  the  anniversary  of  the  Montreal 
Massacre,  attend  the  memorial  service  and  after- 
wards to  learn  about  organizations  working  to  stop 

violence  against  women. 
Drop  in  for  coffee  &  cookies,  meet  new  people  and 
find  out  how  you  can  get  involved  on  campus. 


5th  ANNUAL  UofT 
CHRISTMAS  CAROL 

Featuring  David  Gardner,  Charmion  King, 
R.H.Thomson,  judy  Maddren  and  perfornners 
from  the  University  of  Toronto  Faculty  of  Music. 
Wednesday,  December  6,  2006  at  7:30  p.m.. 

All  proceeds  to  the  UofT  Food  Bank. 
Tickets  $20  (students  $15).  For  tickets  visit 
www.UofTTix.ca  or  call  416.978.8849 


SUNDAY  CONCERT 

Canadian  Cabaret,  a  duo  comprised  ofTenor 

Gerald  Isaac  and  pianist  Ruth  Morawetz, 
perform  a  selection  of  festive  holiday  pieces. 
In  the  Great  Hall.  Dec  1 0th  at  3PM 
Free  Concert! 


INTHE  JUSTINA  M. 
BARNICKE  GALLERY 

Oscar  Camilo  de  las  Flares: 
A  Selection  of  Recent  Paintings 

Art  deeply  rooted  in  the  multifaceted  history  of  Latin 
America  and  its  cultural  legacies. 
Opens  Nov.  23rd  and  runs  until  Dec.  2 1  st 


For  more  Hart  House 
events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 


iDdPesigiT 

the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 
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carry  mold  particles  that  could  ag- 
gravate a  cough. 

"My  mummy  says  I've  a  delicate 
constitution  and  can't  be  around 
bad  students  who  huff  ganja,"  he 
sniffled.  "1  just  didn't  think  I'd  have 
to  avoid  my  Cicero  professor!  But 
he  always  smells  funny." 

Students  worry  that  Trinity's  rep- 
utation as  a  paragon  of  the  time- 
honoured  duo  of  drinking  and  date 
rape  is  at  stake.  "It's  so  difficult  to 
make  unwanted  advances  on  drunk 
girls  when  you're  stoned,"  com- 
plained Cecil  M.  Gainesborough 
HI,  a  Trinity  student  who  frequents 
parties.  "You  just  end  up  giggling 
too  much."  Then  he  seemed  to  re- 
consider his  statement  for  a  mo- 
ment. 

"Sorry,  I  mean  women,"  he  added. 
"Difficult  to  rape  drunk  women." 

Gainesborough  III  then  added,  "If 
we  have  to  put  up  with  that  hippie's 
pot  den  then  we  should  be  granted 
a  special  room  for  drinking  and 
date-raping.  It's  only  fair." 

At  least  one  fellow  professor  is 
taking  the  UCC  brats'  side  in  the 
matter. 

"Hutch  is  always  high  as  a  kite 
and  blabbering  on  about  Epicurus 
and  God  knows  what  else,"  he  said. 
"Why  can't  I  have  a  basement  room 
to  smoke  my  cigars  in?" 


//CAMPUS  DOS  &DON'Ts 


//THE  STATE  OF  FOOD  (GROSS) 


U  of  T  food  servic- 
es behemoth  Ara- 
mark is  pioneering 
new    advances  in 
cost-cutting  "food 
solutions." 

"It's  a  D.I.Y  approach 
to  lunch,"  said  Aramark 
rep  Robert  Zmak.  "We're  moving 
past  convential  ideas  of  nourish- 
ment and  taste  here.  Food  in  the 
new  millenium  is  all  about  deliv- 
ering simple  and  cheap  caloric 
payloads  to  student  digestive 
targets." 

On  the  menu  at  Sid  Smith  and 


Robarts  caf- 
eterias, hungry 
students  will  be 
able  to  sample 
Xtreme  Reconsti- 
tuted orange  juice 
frozen  concentrate, 
which  they  may  whisk 
together  with  tap  water  (brought 
from  home)  to  make  their  own 
"juice  creations,"  as  company 
press  releases  call  them. 

"This  is  a  revolutionary 
new  way  of  forcing  me  to  go  to 
McDonalds,"  said  one  diner. 
— SOOKY  BARMAT 


DON'T:  It's  a  little  bit  Robin 
Black,  it's  a  little  bit...  porcu- 
pine. Mostly,  it  says  'I  was  a 
shy,  introverted,  freckled  red- 
head as  a  child,  and  now  I'm 
making  up  for  it.'  Choose  the 
t-shirt  OR  the  scarf  by  consult- 
ing the  weather  forecast.  As  for 
the  eyeliner,  not  even  Liza  Mi- 
nelli  wears  that  much.  Cue  the 
swooning  ladies! 


DO:  Sometimes  it's  a  testament 
to  U  of  T's  good  name  that  engi- 
neers are  still  taken  seriously.  But 
perhaps  there  is  a  method  behind 
this  girl's  fashion  madness.  Consid- 
ering the  amount  of  construction 
on  campus,  the  helmet  is  not  an 
unreasonable  safety  measure.  The 
bobbing  antennae  actually  shoot 
out  to  discipline  lecherous  cement 
masons. 


December  6, 2006 


National  Day  of  Remembrance  and  Action 
on  Violence  Against  Women 

CAMPUS  MEMORIALS: 

St.  George-Dec.  6, 12:15  pm  Great  Hall,  Hart  House  J^gf 
Dean  of  Law  Mayo  Moran  will  be  giving  the  opening 
remarks. 

UTM-Dec.  6, 11  am  Presentation  Room,  Student  Centre 

UTSC-Dec.  5, 10:30  am  Atrium,  Arts  and  Administration 
Building 


For  further  details: 
www.status-women.utoronto.ca 
email:  status.women@utoronto.ca 
Tel:  416-978-2196 

All  Welcome 


6. 


DON'T:  Zinedine  Zidane:  the  talk 
of  the  '06  World  Cup.  These  wan- 
nabe surrender  monkeys,  well, 
they're  not  really  going  to  be  the 
talk  of  anything.  Wearing  match- 
ing jerseys  together?  Lame!  Sit- 
ting against  a  glass  wall  together, 
watching  soccer  on  your  laptop, 
flaunting  your  French  soccer  pride 
to  the  world?  You  are  just  asking 
for  this  photo  to  be  distributed. 
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banker  in  Switzerland  to  call  back  to 
release  more  funds  to  cover  the  cost 
of  our  splendid  colossus,"  Richfield 
bitched  some  more. 

Some  critics  say  the  stop  at  U  of  T 
is  merely  a  ploy  by  the  Bush  admin- 
istration to  play  to  a  more  left-wing 
crowd.  Others  are  less  pleased  with 
timing  of  the  visit,  slated  for  Thurs- 
day, Dec.  15,  in  the  middle  of  the 
exam  period. 

"They're  invading  our  campus  at 
a  very  sensitive,  volatile  time,"  said 
poli  sci  professor  Dr.  Waldo  Little- 
man.  "They're  shutting  down  Sid- 
ney Smith  Hall,  cancelling  late-night 
study  hours  at  Robarts,  and  stopping 
the  Bloor  [subway]  line  all  afternoon. 
It's  unbelievable." 

White  House  Press  Secretary  Tony 
Snow  shrugged  off  questions  about 
the  security  measures,  calling  them 
'really  little  inconveniences  no  one  re- 
ally cares  about."  Snow  said  the  Bush 
team  was  confident  students  would 
welcome  the  visit  as  a  "liberating  ex- 
perience during  a  stressful  season." 


opinjons@thevarsity.ca 
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They're  through,  a-ba-dee,  a-ba-di... 


The  stunning  announcement  from 
the  Faculty  of  Phys  Ed.  last  week  (and 
how  often  does  that  happen?)  has  sent 
shock  waves  rippling  through  a  uni- 
versity community  that  holds  its  tradi- 
tions dear.  Bruce  Kidd,  dean  and  senior 
statesman  of  the  faculty,  announced 
that,  effective  next  season,  the  vener- 
able Varsity  Blues  will  be  undergoing  a 
name  change. 

Explained  Kidd  at  a  press  confer- 
ence: "Sports  are  50  per  cent  physical 
and  90  per  cent  mental.  If  our  players 
have  a  negative  self-image  of  them- 
selves when  donning  a  Blues  uniform 
and  associating  with  this  admittedly 
placid  colour,  then  a  change  is  neces- 
sary. Our  warriors  give  it  their  all  out 


EDITORIAL 


there,  and  the  team  name  ought  to  re- 
flect that  energy  and  ferociousness." 
Kidd  added  that  it  was  the  right  time 
for  a  change,  since  with  a  new  stadium 
and  new  name  U  of  T's  sports  teams 
could  muster  up  some  new  energy 
next  season. 

Asked  to  elaborate  on  what  the  new 
name  might  be,  Kidd  instead  began  to 
sob.  "We're  just  tired  of  consistently 
sucking.  Is  it  too  much  to  ask  for  one 
win  on  the  gridiron,  just  one,  before 
I  go  to  the  great  end  zone  in  the  sky? 
Just  one  measly  time. . ." 


Though  this  is  clearly  an  emotional 
and  complex  issue.  The  Varsity  is  be- 
hind the  great  Kidder  110  per  cent.  Can 
a  colour  usually  associated  with  pleas- 
ant days  and  bad  Italian  dance  songs 
really  inspire  trembling  in  the  Maraud- 
ers or  the  Lions?  Is  a  beaver  mascot 
the  best  we  can  do  in  terms  of  intimida- 
tion? Not  to  say  that  U  of  T  is  the  only 
school  with  a  sissy  team  name,  but 
do  we  only  want  to  compete  with  the 
Guelph  Gophers? 

Unsurprisingly,  campus  reaction  to 
the  announcement  was  muted.  Youth 
wings  of  the  Liberal  and  NDP  parties, 
however,  were  ecstatic.  Young  Liberals 
spokesperson  Sue  Dion  remarked,  "It's 
wonderful  to  see  such  open-minded- 


ness  from  the  phys  ed  department,  es- 
pecially with  a  federal  election  looming. 
We  at  the  Young  Liberals  have  always 
felt  that  the  Blues  name  was  an  overt 
promotion  of  the  Conservative  party,  a 
moniker  that  didn't  reflect  the  ideologi- 
cal diversity  found  on  campus." 
■  Cleon  Jones,  the  hapless  undergrad 
who  lost  a  bet  with  his  first-year  wres- 
tling partner  and  currently  dons  the 
mighty  "U  of  T  Beaver"  suit  at  Blues 
games,  could  not  be  more  excited. 
Upon  hearing  the  news,  Jones  report- 
edly ripped  out  his  alter  ego's  buck 
teeth  and  grabbed  the  biggest  bottle  of 
chocolate  sauce  he  could  find  to  finish 
off  the  tail.  Yorkville  fashion  design- 
ers happening  by  quickly  grabbed  the 


discarded  pelt  for  their  upcoming  faux 
line. 

7776  Varsity  is  calling  on  its  readers 
to  rise  to  the  challenge  and  restore  our 
school's  battered  athletic  reputation. 
We  need  a  new  name  and  a  new  image 
that  will  inspire  dread  and  knee-knock- 
ing in  our  helpless  opponents.  As  you 
mash  apart  turkey  dinners  and  demol- 
ish carefully-wrapped  parcels  over 
the  holidays,  take  a  minute  to  come  up 
with  a  team  name  that  truly  reflects 
our  school's  tenacious  spirit. 

Email  us  at  events@thevarsity.ca 
with  your  suggestions,  and  you  could 
win  an  incredibly  interesting  prize.  Be- 
cause it's  high  time  we  stopped  singing 
the  Blues. 
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Tm  flattered  by  tfiis 
shoiv  of  support,  but 
I  am  quite  tiappy 
enjoying  my  retire- 
ment in  sunny  Florida 
*  and  reflecting  upon  tfie 

Canadian  century  that  was. " 

-  Sir  Wilfred  Laurier,  who  received  a 
surprising  32  per  cent  of  the  vote  at 
the  recent  Liberal  leadership  conven- 
tion in  Montreal 

The  crown  eventually  went  to 
Stephane  Dion,  but  what  does  it  say 
about  the  party  when  a  leader  who 
has  been  out  of  politics  for  almost  90 
years  is  seen  by  many  as  having  the 
best  chance  at  winning  a  majority? 


Teach  English 
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Garden  grow-op? 

Re:  The  vooman  loho  knew  too 
much?,  Sept.  14 

If  the  organizers  of  the  SAC  Equity 
Garden  actually  want  to  turn  a  profit, 
they  should  convert  the  space  into  the 
city's  first  student-sponsored  open-air 
grow-op.  Everybody  else  is  doing  it,  and 
they're  located  right  in  the  middle  of  the 
target  market  for  such  fresh  produce. 
The  million-dollar  debt  the  university 
apparently  owes  to  the  CFS  would  be 
paid  off  in  six  months,  easy.  SAC  should 
lead  the  charge  on  this  innovative  idea. 

Mary  Jane  Lamsbread 

•  Enough  with  all  this  SAC  Equity 
Garden  stuff  already!  Gardens  waste 
water,  trap  wind-blown  garbage,  look 
messy,  and  steal  the  air  humans  need  to 
live.  1  say  pave  it  over  and  replace  it  with 
Astroturf  if  you  want  some  tidy  green 
space.  As  for  the  people  who  depend  on 
the  garden's  output  for  sustenance,  let 
them  eat  free-range! 

WnjjAM  D.  Wdluams 


A  bad  wrap 

Re:  "Christmcis  gift  rappers," 
Varsity  Classifieds,  Nov.  28 

Yo,  what  was  up  with  your  recent  clas- 
sified ad  for  Christmas  gift  rappers?  I 
called  the  number  and  set  up  a  meet, 
expecting  to  find  MC  Rudee,  Shh-elf, 
Miss.is.claws  and  J-Frizzle  spinning 
some  mad  tunez.  But  instead  of  rhyming 
holiday  classics  like  "White  Powder 
Christmas,"  "I'll  Be  Home  For  Christ- 
mas. .  .If  1  Get  Parole,"  and  "Gangsta 
Wonderland,"  all  these  jokers  did  was 
throw  some  tinsel  and  tape  over  the 


bling  1  planned  to  give  to  ma  peeps.  I 
don't  need  no  help  doing  that — I  just 
use  bandaids  and  old  newspapers  like 
all  the  other  guys.  1  wanted  some  holi- 
day flow,  not  some  shiny  bows.  Watch 
your  damn  homonym  use.  Varsity] 

Gerald  Elus  m 

Mary  Poppins  they 
ain't 

I'm  very  disappointed  with  all  the  dis- 
carded umbrellas  I've  noticed  around 
campus  after  the  recent  rains.  Students 
have  obviously  become  more  lackadai- 
sical in  their  ciffairs  since  the  days  when 
1  dated  the  young  Bob  Rae  and  headed 
the  Hart  House  Morality  Committee. 
Yes,  the  youth  of  today  must  be  envi- 
ronmentally and  financially  derelict, 
based  on  the  number  of  students  who 
left  their  broken  bumbershoot  for  the 
grounds  crew  to  dispose  of.  I'm  tired  of 
having  pleasant  strolls  through  Victoria 
College  marred  by  the  sight  of  mangled 
metal  frames  and  wind-ravaged  can- 
vases. Use  a  garbage  can,  you  ninnies, 
or,  better  yet,  show  some  ingenuity  cmd 
repair  the  darn  things!  You  ever  hear  of 
a  screwdriver?  It's  a  handy  invention,  I'll 
show  you  how  it  works  sometime! 

Alma  Grundy 


Twirling,  twirling... 

Man. .  .whoever  designed  those  crazy 
patterns  on  Windows  Media  Player  did 
a  great  job.  How  do  those  mesmerizing 
shapes  and  colours  know  to  mimic  the 
beat  of  the  music  so  perfectly,  and  how 
can  they  change  with  every  song?  It's 
just  so  cool.  How  do  they  knowl 

Dario  Meltoviekenbergosz 
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'Magic'  fossils  prove  myth? 

In  a  controversial  new  report  published 
Saturday,  biologists  at  the  University  of 
Belfast  have  proposed  the  new  species 
Homo  leprechaunus,  after  turning  up  a 
specimen  of  a  previously  unknown,  tiny 
hominoid.  The  finding  lends  support  to 
the  myth  that  Ireland  was  once — and 
perhaps  still  is — inhabited  by  diminu- 
tive sprites  commonly  known  as  lepre- 
chauns. Dr  Alvin  Faussethead,  a  paleon- 
tologist, says  he  has  found  no  signs  of 
leprechaun  culture,  such  as  tiny  shoes 
or  pots  of  gold,  but  the  fossil  gives  clear 
signs  of  leprechaun  behaviour  Accord- 
ing to  Faussethead,  the  bent  and  elon- 
gated tarsal  bones  and  phalanges  of  the 
feet  are  highly  adapted  to  mischief.  The 
disappearance  of  leprechauns,  suggests 
Faussethead,  is  the  result  of  the  looting  of 
their  buried  treasures,  estimated  to  have 
happened  5,000  years  ago  during  the  rise 
of  the  garden  gnome.  Researchers  are 
now  applying  these  findings  to  the  search 
for  evidence  of  elves,  hobbits,  and  smart 
Americans. 

Source;  Mystical  Creatures  Quarterly 
— MACLURCHSKY 

Console  war  goes  green 

Apple  has  entered  the  gaming  console 
arena  with  iWin,  a  new  device  gain- 
ing ground  against  Nintendo  and  Xbox 
thanks  to  Apple's  secretive  advertising 
strategy.  Though  scheduled  for  Canadian 
release  this  week,  no  pictures  or  speci- 
fications of  iWin  were  ever  seen  until  a 
press  release  last  Thursday  outlined  the 
console's  features. 

According  to  Apple,  "the  artificially- 
intelligent  iWin  boasts  an  ergonomic 
design,  6-D  ultrasound  motion  sensors, 
a  million-GB  hard  drive,  supra-wireless 
ultranet  access,  and  HHHDTV-compat- 
ibility.  Besides  playing  the  latest  games, 
this  new  system  lets  you  watch  movies, 
listen  to  music,  share  files,  make  toast, 
wash  moderately-sized  loads  of  laundry, 
and  fly.  Because  iWin  burns  Apple  Bio- 
gas^"'',  playing  games  has  never  been  so 
green!" 

Though  critics  have  already  begun  la- 
beling Apple's  new  green  approach  an  ex- 
pensive and  bulky  investment,  with  bio- 
gas  canisters  estimated  to  cost  around 
$60,  Apple  insists  that  the  move  away 
from  electrical  outlets  and  toward  sus- 
tainable resources  is  already  underway. 

Fans  are  lining  up  at  storefronts  in  the 
hopes  of  being  among  iWin's  first  owners. 
Andrew  Stimpo,  a  fourth-year  political 
science  student,  has  stood  in  front  of  the 
Best  Buy  on  Bay  and  Dundas  for  the  past 
five  days. 

"My  finals  start  tomorrow  and  my 
term  paper  was  due  yesterday,  but  I  don't 
care,"  said  a  shivering  Stimpo. 
— LISAMUNCHKEY 

'Planet'  redefined,  excludes 
Earth 

Hot  on  the  heels  of  the  August  2006  deci- 
sion that  stripped  Pluto  of  its  planetary 
status,  the  International  Astronomical 
Union  has  once  again  redefined  the  term 
'planet.'  Effective  immediately,  Earth  will 
no  longer  be  considered  a  planet  but  will 
be  known  as  a  "terrestrial  asteroid  of  re- 
duced dimension,"  or  TARD. 
Source:  International  Astronomical  Union 
news  service 
— L.M. 


Galaxies  do  it  in  black  hole 


Using  data  from  the  Hubble  Space  Telescope,  NASA  has  released  the  first  photographs  of  the  Milky  Way's  silky  smooth  moves  toward  Andromeda. 


Poopie  McGoldberg 


Those  peeping-toms  at  NASA  have 
discovered  a  budding  relationship 
between  our  Milky  Way  Galaxy  and 
its  closest  neighbor,  the  Andromeda 
Galaxy.  While  Milky  Way's  movement 
towards  Andromeda  had  been  slow  for 
the  last  millenia,  NASA  reports  that  his 
seductive  gravitational  pull  is  having 
the  desired  effect. 

"Finally,  this  young,  virile  heav- 
enly body  is  making  some  progress," 
said  astrophysicist  Mark  Sullivan  of 
U  of  T,  one  of  the  scientists  involved 
in  the  project,  dubbed  Starstruck. 
"He's  a  burgeoning  lethario,  and  why 
shouldn't  he  be,  with  his  complicated 
spiral  patterns  and  strong,  sweeping 
solar  systems." 

"We've  had  our  eye  on  a  mutual  at- 
traction between  the  two  for  a  long 


time,  and  in  the  latest  Hubble  spread, 
we  definitely  see  the  pair  'interacting,'" 
he  said. 

The  two  galaxies  being  on  such  co- 
quettish terms  is  considered  a  coup  for 
Milky  Way,  as  Andromeda  has  twice 
as  many  stars  as  our  young  Casanova, 
and  was  thought  to  be  out  of  his  inter- 
stellar league. 

"With  her  ample  solar  assets,  she 
generates  tremendous  heat.  We  were 
worried  he  would  never  make  the  first 
move,"  Sullivan  said.  "There  have  been 
many  unfortunate  instances  between 
them  that  had  us  worried  the  two 
wouldn't  act  on  their  throbbing  astro- 
nomical desires." 

The  relationship  hit  a  low  point  when 
Milky  Way,  suffering  from  an  uncontrol- 
lable thermonuclear  gas  problem,  left 
an  unsightly  mess  of  waste  elements  in 
plain  view  of  Andromeda. 


"Yes,  that  was  a  terribly  awkward 
moment  for  M.W.,  but  he  has  grown 
more  comfortable  with  his  dark  mat- 
ter," Sullivan  said.  "And  coupled  with 
the  disappearance  of  his  rash  of  White 
Dwarfs,  he  is  setting  out  to  make  the 
move  on  the  buxom  beauty." 

At  the  moment,  the  two  are  about 
2.2  million  light  years  away  from  merg- 
ing, but  the  gap  is  closing  fast.  After  the 
Big  Bang,  the  two  galaxies  paused  to 
find  themselves  in  the  rapidly-expand- 
ing universe,  but  now  are  falling  back 
together  Calculations  have  put  them 
on  a  collision  course  in  three  billion 
years. 

"If  this  intergalactic  pair  consum- 
mates their  relationship  and  collides 
with  one  another,  we  can  expect  some 
violent  convulsions  lasting  a  few  hun- 
dred million  years,  until  a  vigourous 
starburst  flashes  out  at  rates  a  hundred 


times  greater  than  normal,"  said  Sulli- 
van from  behind  a  pair  of  steamed-up 
glasses. 

"Galaxy  interactions  are  not  that 
common  an  event  right  now,  especially 
with  the  growing  distance  between  like 
minded  star  systems.  For  Milky  Way  to 
finally  pull  it  together  is  a  proud  mo- 
ment for  the  galaxy." 

Despite  the  outrage  expressed  by 
several  religious  groups  on  the  immor- 
al acts  of  the  lusty  stud,  Sullivan  main- 
tained that  Milky  Way's  behaviour  was 
completely  natural. 

"Galaxy  merging  is  fundamental 
to  the  health  of  a  universe,"  he  said. 
"Denial  and  repression  of  these  forces 
will  only  make  things  harder  later  on. 
It  also  explains  many  of  the  peculiar 
features — such  as  black  holes  where 
there  weren't  black  holes  before — of 
this  young,  sexy  galaxy." 


Prof  saw 
survival  gene 


Sham  Carddir 


People  who  endure  damaged  digits, 
scraped  knees  and  broken  legs  in  car 
accidents  usually  have  to  grit  their  teeth 
and  bear  the  pain  until  help  arrives. 
But  when  the  clock  is  ticking  down  and 
life  is  running  short,  what  genes  control 
the  survival  instinct — the  will  to  live, 
no  matter  what? 

Researchers  at  UTM  have  cracked 
genetic  code  for  survival  by  studying  a 
most  unlikely  organism,  the  fruit  fly. 

"Fruit  flies  are  so  unappreciative  of 
their  lives,"  said  researcher  Dr  Billy 
Jigsaw.  "They  buzz  from  fruit  to  fruit 
without  any  thought  to  the  fly  swatters 
and  rolled-up  newspapers  that  litter 
their  domain." 

In  several  controversial  experiments, 
published  this  month  in  The  Journal  of 
Legitimate  Science.  Jigsaw  put  flies  in 
a  race  for  survival  and  extracted  the 
genes  (the  RNA,  specifically)  of  those 
who  survived  and  died.  The  genes 
were  mixed  with  radioactive  dyes 


and  spread  on  a  microarray,  a  slide 
of  silicone  plated  with  all  the  genes  in 
the  fruit  fly.  Genes  that  were  active  in 
fruit  flies  "light  up,"  allowing  Jigsaw  to 
infer  which  genes  underlie  the  survival 
instinct. 

"[Microarrays]  light  up  just  like  chil- 
dren's faces  on  Christmas  morning," 
Jigsaw  said  with  a  toothy  grin.  "What's 
under  the  tree?" 

"By  comparing  the  active  genes  be- 
tween flies  who  passed  their  tests  and 
those  who  didn't,  I've  located  the  trio  of 
genes  that  create  the  survival  instinct." 
Jigsaw  has  dubbed  the  genes  SAWl,  2 
and  3. 

"1  saw  it  first,"  he  called,  reserving 
dibs. 

As  part  of  his  experimental  protocol. 
Jigsaw  videotaped  his  subjects  as  they 
grappled  with  survival.  In  one  video, 
fruit  flies  were  shown  tethered  by  all 
six  legs  to  a  thin  rod,  just  out  of  reach  of 
a  rotting  apple.  In  order  to  get  the  apple 
the  flies  needed  to  rip  off  their  legs  and 
move  their  mangled  bodies  to  the  apple 


Flies  before  and  after  Jigsaw's  experiments.  Students  have  protested  against  the 
barbaric  nature  of  the  tests,  which  tears  legs  off  flies,  but  U  of  T  has  maintained 
Jigsaw's  financial  support. 


on  wing  power  alone. 

"To  get  the  food  they  need  to  fly," 
chanted  Jigsaw. 

In  another  experiment,  flies  have  one 
minute  to  remove  a  metal  contraption 
fitted  on  their  heads,  or  else  the  head- 
gear snaps  and  rips  their  heads  apart. 

Several  students  have  voiced  outrage 
at  the  nature  of  Jigsaw's  experiments. 

"It's  sick!  You  can  hear  the  flies 
squealing!"  said  third-year  student 
Stabbatha  Backington,  a  student  in 
Jigsaw's  genetics  course.  Enrollment  in 


the  class  has  dwindled  by  83  per  cent 
since  September,  which  Backington 
attributes  to  the  graphic  nature  of  the 
videos  shown  to  students.  However, 
she  has  stuck  with  the  class. 

"He's  a  real  easy  marker  and  I  want  to 
get  into  med  school,"  she  confessed. 

Citing  the  importance  of  his  work, 
U  of  T's  Governing  Council  has  given 
Jigsaw  the  green  light  to  begin  isolating 
the  survival  gene  in  humans. 

"I  can't  do  it  alone,"  Jigsaw  said.  "Who 
wants  to  lend  a  helping  hand?" 
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Mel  Gibson's  Apocalypto 
conspiracy  exposed! 


'Mad  Max'  uses  wads  of  cash  to  dodge  anti-Semitic  fallout 


Herschel  Goldbaumsteinsilverberg 

VARSITY  STAFF  

Crazy  actor/director  Mel  Gibson  is 
the  author  of  a  massive  conspiracy 
orchestrated  to  prevent  his  recent 
anti-Semitic  remarks  from  marring 
the  release  of  his  new  film  Apoca- 
lypto. The  cleverly  designed  scheme, 
put  into  motion  just  after  his  July  28 
DUI  arrest  during  which  he  made  his 
infamous  derogatory  remarks  about 
Jews,  was  designed  to  take  the  heat 
off  Gibson  by  diverting  media  atten- 
tion to  a  string  of  fabricated  high^ 
profile  scandals. 

Using  the  media's  own  fascination 
with  dirty  politics  to  shield  himself, 
Gibson  and  the  film's  distributor 
Disney  (neither  of  them  strangers  to 
racial  controversy)  brilliantly  bribed 
Republican  Congressman  Mark  Foley 
and  evangelical  preacher  Ted  Hag- 
gard to  willfully  expose  themselves 
to  sex  scandals. 

Foley,  the  former  representative  of 
Florida's  16th  district  who  is  now  bet- 
ter known  for  exchanging  sexy  text 
messages  with  an  underage  male 
who  had  worked  as  a  Congressional 
aide,  stepped  down  from  Congress 
on  Sept.  29.  While  the  incriminat- 
ing allegations  were  true,  they  had 
long  been  covered  up  by  Republi- 
can House  Speaker  Dennis  Hastert. 
It  took  Gibson's  network  of  charac- 
ter assassins  to  find  out  about  the 
cover  up,  offer  Foley  a  huge  sum  to 


play  along,  and  then  leak  evidence  of 
it  to  draw  the  media  firestorm.  Well 
played,  Mel,  well  played. 

While  the  Foley  imbroglio  was  in- 
tense and  sustained,  Disney  still  felt 
uncomfortable  releasing  Apocalypto. 
Mel  just  needed  more  disaster  to  dis- 
tract the  public  long  enough  to  land 
a  Christmas  release  and  Oscar  nod 
for  his  film. 

Luckily,  Gibson  and  his  shadowy 
cabal  were  also  keeping  tabs  on  bad- 
boy  evangelical  preacher  Ted  Hag- 
gard. While  publicly  condemning  gay 
marriage,  Haggard  privately  liked  to 
smoke  crystal  meth  and  have  anal 
sex  with  male  prostitutes.  The  Mel 
Gibson-Disney-Sino-Illuminati  con- 
spiracy offered  him  a  deal:  take  $20 
million  from  Mel's  own  pocket  and 
face  the  scandal  willingly,  or  take  no 
payout  and  receive  the  same  fate. 
With  little  room  to  maneuver.  Hag- 
gard took  the  cash  and  played  along. 
Barely  a  month  after  the  Foley  scan- 
dal. Haggard  jumped  into  the  media's 
hot  seat  at  the  centre  of  a  national  de- 
bate. Advantage:  Mel  Gibson-Disney- 
Sino-llluminati  conspiracy.  Still,  one 
final  push  was  needed  to  heave  the 
memory  of  Gibson's  drunken  slip-up 
into  the  national  memory-hole. 

Now  came  the  conspiracy's  cru- 
elest  twist.  Gibson  and  Disney  had 
been  closely  watching  actor  Michael 
Richards'  downward  career  arc  since 
Seinfeld  went  off  the  air.  They  decid- 
ed he  would  be  their  final  patsy.  On 


Nov  19,  Richards  accepted  $10  mil- 
lion from  Gibson  and  Disney,  along 
with  a  script  he  was  to  act  out  at  his 
standup  gig  at  LA's  Laugh  Factory 
the  next  night.  By  Nov.  21,  all  anyone 
could  talk  about  was  the  actor's  rac- 
ist tirade,  conveniently  was  caught 
on  an  audience  member's  video- 
phone. Richards  appeared  on  David 
Letterman,  hired  a  high-profile  spin 
doctor  and  made  headlines  by  meet- 
ing with  civil  rights  leaders  Jesse 
Jackson  and  Al  Sharpton,  all  to  keep 
the  story  in  the  headlines.  With  that 
final  blow  Gibson's  anti-Semitic  re- 
marks were  relegated  to  yesterday's 
news.  Game,  set,  match. 

After  the  three  sex  and  race  scan- 
dals played  out  without  a  hitch,  Dis- 
ney gave  Gibson  the  green  light  to 
run  ads  for  Apocalypto,  which  is  now 
being  released  Dec.  8,  much  sooner 
than  anyone  thought  possible  in 
the  days  after  Gibson's  midsummer 
meltdown. 

So  how  was  evidence  of  this  mas- 
terful conspiracy  uncovered?  Last 
week  The  Varsity  Ky\.s  corresjjondent 
Herschel  Goldbaumsteinsilverberg, 
working  out  of  L.  A.,  spotted  an  ad  for 
Apocalypto  and  became  suspicious. 

"1  knew  something  was  up  last 
week  when  I  saw  ads  for  the  upcom- 
ing Mesoamerican  thriller  proudly 
announcing  that  the  film  was  by 
'director  Mel  Gibson.'  Wasn't  it  just 
this  summer  that  'Braveheart'  was 
hanging  his  head  in  shame  for  call- 


Actor/Director/Box  office  conspirator  Mel  Gibson,  on  a  good  day. 


ing  Jews  the  cause  of  every  world 
war  when  he  was  booked  for  drunk 
driving?" 

Acting  on  instinct,  Goldbaumstein- 
silverberg trolled  seedy  Hollywood 
bars  looking  for  Gibson.  As  luck 
would  have  it,  he  ran  into  Gibson 
at  The  Crooked  Crocodile,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  buy  the  acclaimed  director 
15  shots  of  Kosher  whiskey  to  loosen 
his  tongue.  Gibson,  it  seems,  likes  to 
open  up  when  drunk,  and  proceeded 
to  slur  the  entire  plot  from  begin- 
ning to  end  into  our  reporter's  tape 


recorder.  Gibson  ended  his  story  by 
warning:  "You  tell  anyone  about  this, 
I'll  fucking  slit  your  throat,  you  hear 
me?  You're  not  a  cop  or  Jew  are  you? 
I  ask  everyone  that  now." 

Goldbaumsteinsilverberg  quickly 
replied  that  he  was  neither  cop  nor 
Jew. 

Afterward,  the  still  chatty  Gibson 
then  spilled  the  beans  on  his  next 
film.  Pre-production  for  Passion  of 
the  Fiihrer  will  begin  this  January,  on 
location  in  historic  Germany,  star- 
ring Ashton  Kutcher  as  Adolf  Hitler. 


U  of  T  to  tackle  Britney's  vagina 

Philosophy  prof  sees  Brit's  cooch  flash  as  a  cultural  watershed 


"Ooops  I  did  it  again!"  Britney  Spears  does  her  best  Paris  Hilton  impression,  while  the 
heiress  herself  looks  on  with  approval 


Barty  Meckerman 

ACTING  ARTS  EDITOR 


U  of  T  professor  Mark  Kingwell  had 
to  act  fast.  Less  than  one  week  has 


naked  vagina  three  times  to  paparazzi 
photographers,  and  he  wants  to  be 
the  first  to  pull  together  a  conference 
on  the  philosophical  and  social  impli- 
cations of  the  watershed  event. 


passed  Britney  Spears  flashed  her       "We  live  in  a  post-Britney  Spears  va- 


gina-flash world.  I  mean,  everything 
is  different  now.  Last  week  her  vagina 
was  only  an  ever-present  idea  in  my 
mind,  now  its  image  is  a  hard-and- 
fast  reality,  and  a  bit  of  a  letdown  if 
you  ask  me."  Asked  to  clarify  this  last 
statement,  Kingwell  admitted  that, 
like  many  things,  the  idea  of  Britney 
Spears'  vagina  proved  far  superior  to 
the  reality  he  discovered. 

"Did  you  see  that  thing?  It  looked 
like  a  beat-up  catcher's  mitt,  or  a  re- 
ally sad  clam  or  something.  I  was  ac- 
tually physically  ill  when  1  saw  those 
pictures."  Kingwell  has  also  been  in 
touch  with  post-whatever  essayist 
Chuck  Klosterman,  who  has  agreed 
to  discuss  Britney's  genital  flash  in 
the  context  of  his  recent  theory  of 
Advancement.  Reached  at  his  home 
in  Wilkin  County,  Minnesota,  Klos- 
terman explained  that  Advancement 
is  "a  cultural  condition  in  which  an  Ad- 
vanced individual — i.e.,  a  true  genius 
like  Britney  Spears — creates  a  piece 
of  art  that  99  percent  of  the  population 
perceives  to  be  bad.  However,  this  is 
not  because  the  work  itself  is  flawed. 
This  is  because  most  consumers  are 


not  Advanced." 

Klosterman  believes  the  massive 
public  disgust  at  the  photos  of  Brit- 
ney's cooch  actually  makes  her  ac- 
tions a  bona  fide  piece  of  Advanced 
art. 

At  the  hastily  convened  conference, 
set  for  Dec.  15  in  the  Hart  House  de- 
bates room,  Kingwell  will  debate  Klos- 
terman on  the  cultural  significance 
of  Britney  Spears'  snatch.  By  coinci- 
dence, the  conference  is  booked  for 
the  same  time  as  President  George 
W.  Bush's  last-minute  appearance 
at  U  of  T.  Ever  the  optimist,  Kingwell 
has  high  hopes  of  getting  a  state- 
ment— perhaps  in  person — from  the 
President  scrambling  to  project  an 
open-minded  image.  "Everyone  would 
love  to  see  Bush  at  the  conference,"  he 
promised. 

While  Kingwell  will  argue  that 
Spears'  vagina  is  "clear  evidence  that 
bad  things  are  routinely  and  random- 
ly thrust  upon  good  people,"  Klos- 
terman intends  to  prove  that  Kingwell 
just  doesn't  "get"  what  she's  trying  to 
show — which  he  contend  is  "far  be- 
yond some  flaps  of  skin." 


"Kingwell  perceives  Britney's  vag 
flash  as  flawed,  when  really  he's  be- 
ing totally  unrealistic,"  accused  Klos- 
terman. "If  you  compare,  say,  any  of 
her  records  or  music  videos  to  the  im- 
ages of  her  vagina,  it's  clear  the  latter, 
a  true  piece  of  Post-Post-Proto-Mod- 
ern  performance  art,  is  vastly  supe- 
rior in  really  every  empirical  and  sub- 
jective way.  This  is  clearly  her  artistic 
high  water  mark — her  White  Album,  if 
you  will." 

With  Klosterman  quick  to  make  his 
case,  Kingwell  is  content  to  revel  in  his 
plans.  "When  1  first  saw  the  blog  posts 
with  the  pictures  of  Britney  flashing 
her  cooch,  1  thought  to  myself,  here's 
my  golden  opportunity  to  organize  an 
event  that  will  say  something  defini- 
tive about  a  current  cultural  trend." 

Kingwell  even  approached  Spears' 
publicist  about  having  the  pop-singer 
flash  the  Hart  House  audience  before 
the  debate,  but  has  yet  to  receive  any 
reply.  "If  she  doesn't  get  back  to  me, 
I'm  confident  we  can  get  Lindsay  Lo- 
han  to  do  it  for  some  free  coffee  and  a 
cookie,  Lord  knows  she  could  use  it," 
he  added,  with  a  twinkle  in  his  eye. 
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Chess  champ  defeats 
computer  with 
water,  hammer,  spite 


Poopie  McGoldberg 

CHESS  AFICIONADO 


In  an  epic  duel  between  man  and  machine,  ciiess 
world  champion  Vladimir  Kramnik  defeated  the 
computer  program  Deep  Fritz. 

Held  at  the  prestigious  Art  and  Exhibition  Hall 
in  Bonn,  Germany,  Kramnik  pocketed  the  one- 
million  Euro  prize  after  making  two  moves  the 
computer  was  unable  to  foresee:  dumping  water 
on  the  machine,  and  in  the  following  match,  hit- 
ting it  with  a  hammer. 

The  match  was  billed  as  the  last  between  hu- 
mans and  machines,  as  world  champions  have 
lost  or  drawn  the  previous  three  meetings  to  com- 
puters. If  Kramnik  were  to  lose  badly,  the  chess 
community  would  have  to  admit  that  electronic 
underlings  had  overtaken  their  human  masters 
in  yet  another  area  of  intellectual  activity. 

"Perhaps  I  will  be  the  last  top  player  to  face  this 
challenge,"  Kramnik  hinted  before  the  tourna- 
ment, "but  1  have  a  few  tricks  up  my  sleeve." 

After  drawing  the  first  match  in  a  five-hour  or- 
deal, the  computer  took  the  second  when  Kram- 
nik made  one  of  the  biggest  blunders  in  world 
competition.  With  another  draw  four  minutes 
away,  the  tiring  human  champion  allowed  Deep 
Fritz  to  place  its  queen  into  a  one-move  check- 
mate just  before  the  five-hour  mark. 

"It  was  the  largest  oversight  ever  to  occur  on 
the  international  stage,"  said  world-renowned 
chess  analyst  Yasser  Mozziltov.  "It  was  an  abso- 
lute disaster.  But  the  worst  botch  job  of  the  tour- 
nament was  yet  to  come." 


While  Deep  Fritz  is  able  to  compute  9.462  mil- 
lion board  positions  per  second,  he  was  unable 
to  foresee  Kramnik  pouring  a  pitcher  of  water 
upon  it,  giving  the  human  competitor  a  decisive 
edge. 

"It  was  an  ingenious  manoeuvre,"  Mozziltov 
said.  "As  the  first  play  of  the  match,  his  timing 
was  impeccable.  Kramnik  must  have  noticed  the 
difficulty  the  machine  would  have  if  soaked  with 
litres  of  water." 

Kramnik  was  visibly  happy  by  the  conclusion 
of  third  game,  where  he  defeated  Deep  Fritz  with- 
out losing  a  single  piece. 

"1  don't  know  what  his  deal  was.  With  all  the 
sparks,  1  guess  he  was  'on  the  fritz',"  Kramnik 
chuckled.  "Let's  hope  he  gets  it  together  by  the 
next  meeting." 

While  Deep  Fritz's  gaffe  was  corrected  by  the 
fourth  match,  the  computer  yet  again  failed  to 
predict  what  the  human  champion  would  pull 
out  of  his  sleeve.  It  turned  out  to  be  a  hammer. 

It's  conventional  opening  left  Deep  Fritz  with 
no  defence  against  the  onslaught  Kramnik  land- 
ed on  his  electronic  opponent,  drawing  a  newly 
bought  claw  hammer  and  schooling  the  comput- 
er with  a  dozen  well-placed  blows. 

"Again,  Kramnik's  brilliance  at  work,"  Mozzil- 
tov praised.  "If  Deep  Fritz  was  preoccupied  with 
being  bashed  to  pieces,  it  would  be  unable  to 
compute  its  complex  algorithms.  A  huge  over- 
sight by  the  machine  that  was  seized  by  its  hu- 
man adversary." 

When  asked  for  comment.  Deep  Fritz  was 
heard  to  beep:  "Error.  Error.  Error." 


International  chess  champion  Vladimir  Kramnik  ponders  his  next  move  after  pouring  water  on  Deep 
Fritz.  Deep  Fritz,  a  computer  chess  program,  was  all  sparks,  before  falling  apart  due  to  repeated 
hammer  blows. 


Emmitt  Smith  dances  way  to  our  hearts,  respect 


From  leading  rusher  to  leading  man,  former  running  back  impresses 


Emmitt  Smith  shows  off  his  amazing  talent  during  Dance  with  the  Stars.  Apparently,  he 
was  also  a  former  running  back. 


Brian  O'Neill 

BALLROOIVI  DANCING  ENTHUSIAST  

Emmitt  Smith  is  the  NFL  all-time 
leading  rusher,  a  four-time  Pro 
Bowler,  a  three-time  Super  Bowl 
champion  with  the  Dallas  Cowboys, 
a  future  hall  of  famer,  and. ..king  of 
the  ballroom.  Whaaaaat? 

Dancing  circles  around  the  com- 
petition, Smith  was  declared  the 
winner  of  Fox's  "Dancing  with  the 
Stars"  on  Nov.  15.  With  the  win. 
Smith  became  more  famous  for  his 
lightning-fast  quick  step  and  his  of- 
fensive samba  than  for  his  17,162 
yards  rushing  and  career  153  touch- 
downs. The  most  amazing  part  of 
the  accomplishment  was  that  Smith 
showed  he  could  bring  his  game  not 
just  any  given  Sunday,  but  also  ev- 
ery Tuesday  and  Wednesday  if  he 
got  enough  votes. 

Smith  got  as  much  press  in  the 
past  two  months  as  he  did  when  he 
tore  up  defences  all  over  the  NFL. 
From  yelling  "Start  your  engines!" 
at  a  NASCAR  race  to  doing  charity 
events.  Smith  went  all  over  America 
and  got  votes  from  every  possible 
source  as  a  dancer,  not  as  a  former 
football  great.  Throughout  those 
two  months,  the  fact  that  he  was 
one  of  the  best  football  players  ever 
to  grace  the  field  was  non-existent 


in  people's  minds. 

During  an  appearance  on  Mon- 
day Night  Football,  he  spent  more 
time  being  ridiculed  and  answering 
questions  about  dancing  than  he 
did  analyzing  the  sport  he  devoted 
his  earlier  life  to.  The  crazy  thing 
is  that  the  audience  bought  it.  Mil- 
lions of  Americans  voted  for  Smith 
because  of  the  positive  press  he  got 
as  a  dancer,  and  without  using  his 
past  as  leverage  for  more  votes. 

Smith  hit  a  new  high  with  a  female 
fan  base,  who  loved  his  tenacity  and 
light-heartedness  on  Fox's  dance 
program.  Owing  to  the  female  de- 
votion, and  husbands  subjected  to 
watching  the  show,  Smith's  votes 
grew  every  week,  ushering  him  in 
as  Emmitt  the  dancer,  not  Emmitt 
the  all-time  leading  rusher. 

So  a  once  adored  football  star 
reclaimed  the  limelight  due  to  a 
dancing  program.  A  DANCING  PRO- 
GRAM! V^hich  begs  the  question:  if 
Smith,  who  didn't  need  a  comeback, 
can  get  one  from  Dancing  with  the 
Stars,  what  other  professional  ath- 
letes could  use  this  spotlight? 

Pete  Rose:  can  Pete  Rose  dance 
his  way  into  the  hearts  of  America 
and  the  hearts  of  Baseball's  Hall  of 
Fame  voting  writers?  Would  he  bet 
on  himself? 


Chad  Johnson,  sorry  Ocho  Cinco: 
If  he  can  bring  his  touchdown  cel- 
ebrations to  the  ballroom,  ratings  will 
skyrocket.  Plus,  he  can  do  one  funky 
chicken  dance. 

Dennis  Rodman:  If  his  dancing  ca- 
reer is  anything  like  his  basketball 
career,  it  will  certainly  be  one  interest- 
ing bit  of  television.  Maybe  he  can  rid 
that  image  of  him  doing  an  interview 
in  a  bridal  gown  by  dancing  in  a  bridal 
gown. 

Don  Cherry:  Don  would  be  chosen  for 
purely  educational  reasons.  He  would 
dance  and  try  to  encourage  Ameri- 
cans about  hockey,  and  if  he's  paired 
with  a  European  dancer.  Grapes  can 
finally  learn  the  European  style  of  play 
from  all  corners  of  the  floor. 

Terrell  DwenS:  Just  another  chap- 
ter in  the  TO.  saga.  If  the  votes  don't 
come  rolling  in,  he'll  build  up  a  new 
bitter  animosity  towards  a  dance 
partner  who  didn't  give  him  enough 
opportunities  on  the  floor. 

Barry  Bonds:  That  two-fingered  lift 
he  does,  that's  all  from  honest  work, 
no  other  source.  Plus  Barry  just  loves 
the  camera. 

Mike  Tyson:  Enough  said. 
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U  of  T  to  add  Skeleton  team 


Kate  Plyley 

Bureau  of  Broken  Bones 


Good  news  for  all  you  extreme  sports 
fans  out  there.  After  prolonged  discus- 
sion, U  of  T  will  be  adding  the  skeleton 
to  the  Varsity  sports  program. 

The  inclusion  of  this  new  varsity 
team  was  inspired  by  two  things.  The 
first  was  the  dominant  performance 
of  the  Canadian  Olympic  skeleton 
team  at  the  2006  Olympic  Games  in 
Turin,  Italy.  In  Turin,  the  Canadian 
men  nearly  swept  the  podium  in  the 
skeleton  event,  finishing  first,  second, 
and  fourth.  Duff  Gibson  of  Calgary, 
Alberta  claimed  the  gold  medal  in  a 
track  record  time  of  57.80  seconds, 
while  his  teammate  Jeff  Pain,  also 
of  Calgary,  claimed  the  silver.  In  the 
women's  event,  Canadian  Melissa 
Hollingsworth-Richards  also  hit  the 
podium,  winning  the  bronze  medal.  In 
total,  Canada  won  half  of  the  six  pos- 
sible medals  in  the  skeleton  events. 

The  second  factor  that  pushed  the 
university  towards  the  creation  of  a 
varsity  skeleton  team  is  the  fact  that 
Canada  will  be  hosting  the  2010  Win- 
ter Olympic  Games.  The  upcoming 
Olympic  Games  are  to  be  held  in  Van- 
couver, British  Columbia,  and  Canada 
is  aiming  to  perform  its  best.  In  order 
to  do  that,  it  is  important  to  scout  out 
new  talent  in  all  Olympic  sports,  skel- 
eton included.  Toronto  is  a  large  city, 
with  many  tremendous  athletes,  but 
Toronto  has  no  access  to  a  proper  ice 
track.  Until  now,  the  lack  of  access  to 
proper  facilities  has  stopped  Ontario 
universities  from  creating  skeleton 
teams.  But  anyone  who  has  seen  the 
movie  "Cool  Runnings,"  inspired  by 
the  first-ever  Jamaican  bobsled  team, 
knows  you  don't  need  ice  to  be  com- 
petitive in  a  winter  sport. 

Tryouts  for  the  skeleton  team  will 
be  held  during  the  week  of  Jan.  8  to 
12,  the  first  week  of  classes  for  the 
second  semester.  Students  who  wish 
to  try  out  should  meet  at  the  athletic 
centre  at  7  a.m.  sharp,  dressed  in  ath- 
letic gear,  and  ready  to  workout. 

First,  everyone  trying  out  will  be 


given  a  sled  the  same  size  and  weight 
as  an  Olympic  skeleton  sled.  Each 
person  will  be  timed  as  they  run 
with  the  sled  from  the  athletic  cen- 
tre to  Varsity  Arena.  Upon  arrival  at 
the  arena,  everyone  will  be  issued  a 
spandex  suit  to  quickly  change  into 
before  reconvening  at  centre  ice.  All 
skeleton-team  hopefuls  will  be  asked 
to  put  on  a  helmet  and  perform  a 
skeleton  start  where  they  will  sprint 
across  the  ice  and  then  dive  on  to  the 
sled.  Organizers  will  record  the  maxi- 
mum speed  each  contestant  reaches 
before  crashing  head-first  into  the 
boards.  Each  person  will  have  three 
chances  to  better  their  time  before 
moving  on. 

Those  not  too  concussed  to  contin- 
ue will  move  on  to  the  cold-weather 
endurance  test.  Students  will  climb 
into  a  barrel  in  their  spandex  and  the 
barrel  will  then  be  filled  with  snow. 
Students  will  be  timed  to  see  how  long 


they  can  stand  the  pain  of  the  cold. 

Lastly,  those  who  do  not  have  hypo- 
thermia will  complete  the  high-speed 
tolerance  test.  Since  Olympic  skeleton 
athletes  reach  maximum  speeds  of  up 
to  130  kilometers  an  hour,  organizers 
need  to  be  certain  that  skeleton-hope- 
fuls can  handle  going  fast.  One  at  a 
time,  each  person  remaining  will  be 
tied  down,  head-first  on  their  stomach 
to  the  roof-rack  of  a  van.  This  van  will 
then  attempt  to  reach  approximately 
100  km/h,  weaving  through  traffic, 
with  the  student  strapped  on  top. 

This  tryout  process  will  be  repeat- 
ed Monday  to  Friday,  and  then  the  fi- 
nal decisions  on  who  makes  the  team 


With  Canada's  recent  success  at  skeleton,  U  of  T  has  opted  to  hold  team  tryouts  in  January. 

will  be  posted  at  the  end  of  Friday's 

session. 

If  you  still  think  this  article  is  for 
real,  then  you  just  might  be  crazy 
enough  to  take  up  the  skeleton  after 
all. 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


•  Complete  30>Hour  Seminars 

•  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

•  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
»  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

t  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

•  Free  Repeat  Policy 

«  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

www.o)(fordseiiiinars,coin 


The  Bina  initiative 


The  Bina  Initiative  is  a  10  week,  once  a  v/eek  exclu- 
sive discussion  forum  about  Israel.  The  sessions  ore 
designed  to  allow  students  to  explore  their  Jewish 
identity  and  how  it  relates  to  Israel.  Participants  will 
challenge  their  current  assumptions  about  Israel  by 
looking  at  different  aspects  of  Israeli  cultural  and 
political  life.  Students  will  receive  a  $150-200  scholar- 
ship to  use  towards  a  trip  to  Israel  or  an  Israel  confer- 
ence of  their  choice.  Applications  are  available  by 
email  uoftbina@hotmail.com 

Applications  are  also  available  from  Hillel  of 
Greater  Toronto  at  the  Wolfond  Centre  for  Jewish 
Campus  Life,  36  Harbord  Street.  Please  contact 
uoftbina@hotmail.com  by  December  4th  if  you  are 
interested. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ANIMATED  CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS 
NEEDED 

To  present  fun  &  hands-on  activities  in 
elementary  schools.  Car  and  exp.  with 
kids  req'd.  Cool  activities.  Gain  valu- 
able teaching  experience.  Pay:  $22.50/1 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5282  Ext  31  or  email: 
employment@madscience.on.ca 


announcements; 


THE  TORONTO  ART  THERAPY  INSTITUTE 

Announces  new  options  for  streamlined 
training  in  art  therapy.  Visit  wwvy.tati.on.ca 
or  call  416-924-6221. 


READING  WEEK  IN  LONDON 

Mai<e  this  the  best  break  ever!  599pp,  all 
accommodation,  breakfast  daily,  various 
sightseeing  tour/tickets,  free  drinks  night 
with  prizes,  free  London  guide  and  lots 
more.  Dates  available  for  17-24  February. 
Ring  1 800  340  9064;  sales@capital-toursltd. 
com;  www.capitai-toursitd.com. 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. iVlajor  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 

OILSKIN  COATS-T's  the  Season. 

Quality  waterproof  coats  made  from  100% 
cotton.  Long  lasting  and  outstanding  style. 
Full  length  from  $159.  and  mid-length  $145. 
Hats  are  $25.  www.australian-shop.ca 
Tel.  416-322-5826. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

10-10-940  DISCOUNT 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  or  signup.  Just  dial  10-10-940 
before  your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on 
your  local  Bell  bill,  www.1010940.com 


LEAVE  THE  PACK  BEHIND: 

Smoking  cessation  services,  self-help 
resources  and  general  tobacco  informa- 
tion: Koffler  Centre,  room  231,  Mondays 
llam-5pm.  www.ltpb.tk 


ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 

AUDIO  VISUAL  STIMULATION  (AVS); 

Fitness  training  for  the  mind  directly  stimu- 
lates or  relaxes  the  brain  with  various  light 
frequency  devices  and  binaural  sound  pro- 
grams. MIND  PLAYTM,  Cornelia  Laven,  B.A., 
.  (416)  532-7955. 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  Past  tests  and 
exams  with  solution  available  for  prac- 
tice. (416)-785-8898. 

TUTOR:  ESL-CERTIFIEO,  PROFESSIONAL 
WRITER/EDITOR 

MA,  background  in  health  sciences  416- 
7694141. 
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flop  10 

RealTrax™  ring  tunes 

Week  of  November  27 


1. 


10. 


Chain  Hang  Low  (Kids) 

-  Jibbs 

Fergallcious 

-  Fergie 

Lips  of  an  Angel 

-  Hinder 

Money  In  The  Bank 

-  Lil'  Scrappy 

My  Love 

-  Justin  Timberlake 

Shortie  Like  Mine 

•  flow  Wow 

Smack  That 

-  4fcon 

White  and  Nerdy 

-.  Weird  Al  Yankovic 

Sexy  Back 

-  Justin  Timberlake 


Money  Maker  (Pharrell  Chorus) 

■  Ludacris  Heat  Pliarrell) 

lext  "PLAY"  to  4800  on  your  Rogen  wireless 
phone  to  download  your  favourite  ring  tunes  today. 


-PHONES 
R^EEiNED 


o 

LSSOHN 


PRESENTS 

Festi 


Rejoice 

with  the  TMC 
and  catch  the 
holiday  spirit! 


THE  TORONTO 
MENDELSSOHN 
CHOIR 


www.tmchoir.org 


Onada  Council  Conuild 


With  Narrator  JOHN  FRASER.  Master  of  Massey 
CoUege  and  Guest  Conductor  PAUL  HAUEY 

TORONTO  MENDELSSOHN  TOUTH  CHOIR 
MATTHEW  LARKIN,  organ 
THE  FESTIVAL  BRASS 

Wednesday,  December  5,  2006  at  8  p.m. 
Yorkminster  Park  Baptist  Church 

Tickets:  $30-$65 

For  Tickets  an  Information 

call  416-598-0422  Ext.  21 


torontcartsbouncl! 


il  fornello 


8    MONDAY,  DECEMBER  4, 2006 


The  Varsity 


Cyber-sh 


It's  cool  to  capture  blur- free 
mages  to  slf\/^e  lA^lik  ^n&nds[ 


I  can  capture  so  many  moments  in  a  heart  beat  -  places 
I've  been,  people  I've  met — all  with  Sony's  ultra-slim  T10 
Cyber-shot  digital  camera.  It's  so  compact  it  can  go  with 
me  anywhere.TIO  takes  awesome,  blur-free  pictures  for 
every  shot  even  when  we're  rehearsing.  Just  check  out  my 
website  -  www.keshiachante.com.  It's  so  much  fun! 

Keshia  Chante  I  SONY  BMG  Recording  Artist 


New  CD  2\J 
available  December  5 


DSC-T10 

Cyber-shot  digital  camera 


See  the  DSC-TIO  Cyber-shot  digital  camera  at  participating,  authorized  retailers.  Retailer  may  not  carry  all  colours, 
the  Sony  store  •  v/v/v/.sonys^yle.ca'cybershot  •  Future  Shop  •  Best  Buy  •  Sears  •  Staples  •  G&G  Electronics  •  Henry's  •  HD  TV  &  Electronics  •  Aden  Camera  •  Downtown  Camera  •  Merkle  Camera 


Sony  Points  to  Sony  Products.  Faster! 

For  Sony  digital  imaging  solutions  and 
Sony  Card  info,  visit  www.sonystyle.ca 


ike.no.other 


®  Sony.  Cyber-shot.  and  like.no.other  are  registered  trademarks  of  Sony  Corporation.  Carl  Zeiss  is  a  trademark  of  Carl  Zeiss.  Images  are  simulated.  Features  and  specifications  are  subject  to  change  without  notice.  A.E.&  O.E 
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limbo 


Kevin  Kwok  Wong 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


The  abrupt  resignation  of  two  of  the 
four  lawyers  at  U  of  T's  Downtown 
Legal  Services  has  prompted  a  flood 
of  questions  from  205  students  who 
say  they  have  been  left  in  the  dark. 
The  law  clinic  offers  legal  services 
to  low-income  communities,  with 
the  help  of  U  of  T  law  students. 

The  departed  lawyers  were  re- 
sponsible for  supervising  criminal 
cases  the  students  took  on.  Over 
the  course  of  the  last  three  weeks, 
students  have  wondered  who  they 
would  go  to  to  guide  them  on  their 
cases. 

"It's  kind  of  uncomfortable  right 
now. .  .there's  been  this  awkward 
tension  in  the  air,"  said  Elizabeth 
Acorn,  a  third-year  student  at  the 
Faculty  of  Law,  of  the  atmosphere 
at  the  legal  clinic  that,  among  other 
things,  represents  U  of  T  students 
on  issues  such  as  academic  appeals. 

"Aside  from  their  popularity  with 
the  students,  the  loss  of  these  law- 
yers will  exacerbate  the  concerns 
we  had  already  resolved  to  write 
to  you  about,"  said  a  group  of  30 
clinic  members  in  a  letter  to  the 
DLS  executive  members  calling  for 
a  constitutionally  mandated  general 
meeting.  The  letter  detailed  feelings 
of  unease  about  the  clinic's  ability  to 
continue  providing  professional  ed- 
ucation and  serving  the  community. 

Emotions,  however,  erupted  even 
before  Tuesday's  general  meeting. 

A  regularly-scheduled  meeting  of 

SEE  DLS  R0W'-PG2 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO'S  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SINCE  18(1 


BUY  ME  LOVE 

THE  VARSITY'S  ^ 
STUDENT-FRIENDLY  ^ 
GIFT  GUIDE  //  p.  6 


WHAT'S  RICK  MERCER 
CAUGHT  UP  IN  NOW? 


//ROSES  IN  REMEMBRANCE 


mm  m 


On  Wednesday,  U  of  T's  community  paid  respect  to  the  16  women  slain  at  Montreal's  Ecole  Polytechnique  on  Dec.  6, 1989.  Nineteen  white 
roses  were  added,  for  each  woman  to  fall  victim  to  violence  in  Toronto  last  year.  Musician  Victor  Crowl  (above)  performed  at  the  event. 


Commuted  to  life 

U  of  T  commuters  face  the  longest  transit  times 
in  Canada.  ADNAN  KHAN  meets  some  of  them 


//U  OF  rS  TOP  COMMUTERS 


Name 

Jennifer  Pearson 
Liz  Venning 
Lisa  Rodriguez 
Rob  Chan  (on  Me) 


How  far  Is  home? 

Whitby  (57  Am) 
Georgetown  (55  Am) 
Nobleton  (46A/77) 
Richmond  Hill  (JSAm) 


"I  commute  from  Whitby,"  said  Jen- 
nifer Pearson,  a  second-year  stu- 
dent. "It  takes  me  an  hour  and  a  half, 
on  average... that  is  only  as  long  as 
the  Go  train  doesn't  stall.  Which  it 
has  done  five  or  six  times  already. 
"It  always  happens  to  break  down 
or  something  on  the  days  that  1  re- 
ally need  to  get  to  Toronto  on  time." 

Rob  Chan,  who  commutes  from 
Richmond  Hill  has  a  unique  way  of 
bypassing  transit  problems.  When 
asked  how  long  it  takes  him  to  get 
to  campus  he  said,  "Usually  takes  70 
to  90  minutes.  The  lower  end  of  the 
scale  being  cycling." 

His  dissatisfaction  with  bus 
service  is  why  he  rides  his  bike  to 
school. 


"1  do  it  at  least  to  avoid  the  bus  trip 
to  Finch  station.  It  takes  forty  five 
plus  minutes  it's  noisy,  somewhat 
unreliable."  On  the  upside,  "I  can 
then  use  [my  bike]  around  campus 
and  pretty  much  visit  anywhere  in 
the  downtown  core  area  whenever 
1  feel  like  it." 

Lisa  Rodrigues  uses  a  combina- 
tion of  methods  to  arrive  from  her 
home  in  Nobleton.  "I  drive  for  ap- 
proximately 45  minutes  to  one  hour, 
which  gets  me  to  Jane  station,  and 
then  it's  about  30  minutes  on  the 
subway." 

She  spends  her  commute  reading, 
listening  to  music  or  just  chatting 
with  her  sister,  but  she  wishes  that 
"sleeping  was  an  option!" 


Liz  Venning  has  a  choice  between 
the  Go  train.  Go  bus,  Brampton 
Transit,  and  TTC  to  get  to  St.  George 
campus  from  Georgetown.  "If  1  take 
a  bus  it  takes  an  hour  and  a  half. 
The  train  is  best  and  takes  about  an 
hour." 

Venning  moved  back  home  for  the 
same  reason  as  most  other  commut- 
ers— to  save  money.  She  plans  on 
using  that  money  to  travel  abroad 
and  hopefully  move  back  downtown 
for  her  final  year. 

Commuters  in  Metropolitan  To- 
ronto, like  Chan,  Rodrigues,  and 
Venning,  face  the  longest  commute 
times  in  Canada,  spending  an  av- 

SEE  THE  COMMUTER' -PG  2 


//LIBERAL  CONVENTION  DIARY 


At  party  coronation,  slappy-hands  rule 


Paul  Terefenko 

SPECIAL  TO  THE  VARSITY 


Someone  over  at  the  Liberal  Party 
of  Canada  has  been  watching  a  lot 
of  Canadian  Idol.  The  Liberal  Lead- 
ership Convention,  held  Nov.  28 
through  Dec.  2  at  Montreal's  Palais 
des  Congres  to  select  a  new  party 
leader — and  a  hopeful  PM — was  a 
condensed  celebrity  hunt  with  all 
the  stock  reality  TV  archetypes. 

The  days  leading  up  to  Dion's  coro- 
nation all  had  the  same  high-volume, 
high-intensity,  emotion-drenched 
charge  as  the  final  vote.  That  meant 


the  final  48  hours  (when  voting  was 
taking  place)  were  filled  with  a  buzz 
of  camps  chanting  their  way  through 
hallways,  up  escalators,  into  lobbies 
and  across  nerves. 

The  event  was  a  windfall  for  the 
makers  of  Thunderstix — those  in- 
flatable tubes  you  slap  together  to 
burst  your  opponents'  eardrums. 
While  the  'stix  were  the  Libs'  main 
artillery,  some  camps  took  up  addi- 
tional arms:  the  Kennedy  kids  opted 
for  tambourines;  Ken  Dryden  (a 
hockey  hero  also-ran)  brought  the 
inevitable  air  horn.  He  spiced  it  up 
with  a  creepy  pair  of  slappy-hands 


on  a  plastic  handle. 

The  clear  winner  in  the  noise- 
maker  department  was  Martha  Hall 
Findlay.  If  her  delegates  ever  got  lost 
in  the  deep  woods  of  BC,  the  splin- 
tering screech  of  their  Fox  40  whis- 
tles would  guarantee  a  St.  Bernard 
or  two. 

They  circled  for  the  next  couple 
of  days.  There  were  chants:  "Oh 
Rae  Oh  Rae...Oh  Rae  Oh  Rae,"  went 
one  soccer  hooligan  themed  ditty.  It 
would  be  countered  with  a  fog  horn- 
inspired  "Deeee-Yawn."  "We  want 
Michael!"  could  be  heard  from  an- 
other section  of  Ignatieff  supporters 


who  would  also  work  in  "Iggy,  Iggy, 
Iggy."  The  Kennedians  came  up  with 
"GK,  GK,  GK."  Ah,  yes,  his  initials. 
Good  one. 

The  first  vote  went  as  polls  pre- 
dicted. Iggy  took  the  top  spot,  with 
Rae  second.  Dion  led  Kennedy  by 
only  two  votes.  So,  to  give  the  5,000 
delegates  something  to  more  to  yell 
about,  on  came  the  speeches. 

Findlay  was  there  to  plant  a  seed 
for  the  future-hers,  as  a  top  Liberal. 
She  talked  about  her  pride  in  the 
party  and  what  a  great  thing  it  was 

SEE  THE  LIB  SH0W'-PG2 
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Crunch-time 
crush  is  on 
at  Robarts 


Amy  Smithers 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Here's  a  challenge:  find  a  decent  spot 
to  study  at  Robarts  Library  at  1:00 
a.m. 

With  exam  season  right  around  the 
corner,  demand  for  U  of  T's  student 
study  spaces  is  soaring.  This  despite 
there  being  about  500  24-hour  study 
spaces  there. 

This  year,  SAC  has  taken  up  the 
challenge  of  increasing  student  study 
space  on  campus,  requesting  an  in- 
crease in  late-night  study  hours  at 
Gerstein  Science  Library. 

"Students  are  taking  on  more  part- 
time  jobs,  and  study  at  unconven- 
tional late-night  times,"  said  SAC 
chairperson  Jen  Hassum. 

Robarts  is  currently  the  only  one 
on  campus  with  24-hour  study  space. 

"We  settled  on  Robarts  because  of 
proximity  to  transportation,"  said 
Carole  Moore,  the  chief  librarian 
there.  Opening  up  parts  of  Gerstein 
around  the  clock  raises  security  and 
staffing  issues,  she  said,  and  would 
cost  $400,000  to  get  off  the  ground 
and  $250,000  each  year  after. 

By  January,  Robarts  will  add  170 
study  spots,  said  Moore,  and  plans 
to  refurbish  the  library's  second  and 
third  floors  to  add  yet  more  space 
and  power  outlets  are  in  the  works. 

Meanwhile,  SAC's  VP  campus  life 
Camille  Cendana  has  cooked  up  the 
SAC's  Got  Your  Back  program,  based 
on  a  food  handout  program  pio- 
neered at  UTM. 

For  six  nights  during  this  exam 
period,  starting  this  week,  Cendana 
and  volunteers  set  up  a  table  on  the 
second  floor  of  Robarts.  At  1:00  a.m. 
on  Dec.  12,  14, 18,  and  19,  SAC  will  be 
refuelling  studyers  with  fruit,  granola 
bars,  juice  boxes,  and  coffee. 

"Personally,  1  don't  like  to  study 
very  late,  precisely  because  there 
aren't  any  food  options  late  at  night 
and  1  don't  feel  safe  walking  around 
to  get  food,"  said  Cendana. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  at  12:45 
a.m.  the  building  felt  relatively  empty, 
but  groups  of  students  materialized 
to  swarm  SAC's  table  of  goodies 
at  1:00  a.m.  The  food  was  gone  in 
moments,  and  the  volunteers  went 
through  approximately  48  cups  of 
coffee  in  15  minutes,  before  quickly 
setting  up  to  brew  some  more. 

Soon,  though,  SAC's  coffee  makers 
began  to  trip  the  fuses  on  power  out- 
lets. They  moved  to  another  outlet 
once,  and  then  again,  while  disap- 
pointed students  began  gathering, 
seeking  caffeine.  There  are  only  a 
handful  of  outlets  on  Robarts'  sec- 
ond floor,  and  in  many  cases  laptop 
owners  had  gotten  there  first. 
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the  DLS  executive  on  Dec.  1  lifted 
the  veil  of  secrecy  for  the  students 
gathered  there  that  day — at  least 
for  those  who  have  not  been  follow- 
ing the  play-by-play  of  the  situation 
being  documented  on  at  least  two 
websites. 
"The  system  doesn't  work,  and  I 
have  been  trying  to  get  people  to 
look  at  it  for  quite  a  while,"  said  Mary 
Misener,  one  of  the  two  lawyers  who 
had  resigned,  in  an  interview  after 
both  meetings  were  held. 

Richard  Litkowski,  a  criminal  re- 
view counsel  for  DLS  from  1996  until 
his  sudden  resignation,  works  at  law 
firm  Ruby  &  Edwards.  Misener,  also 
a  criminal  review  counsel,  joined 
the  clinic  in  1995. 

A  moratorium  on  criminal  cases 
earlier  this  year  was  one  of  a  num- 
ber of  concerns  raised  by  students 
as  well  as  Misener  at  the  first  of 
the  two  meetings.  A  lack  of  funding 
meant  DLS  couldn't  afford  to  pay  the 
lawyers  enough  for  their  work  on 
the  clinic's  growing  list  of  criminal 
cases,  leading  to  the  moratorium. 

Where  DLS's  criminal  cases  were 
once  limited  to  trespassing  and 
shoplifting,  they  have  now  become 
much  more  complex  and  time-con- 
suming. 

"It  bothered  me  that  there  would  be 


willing  students  and  needy  clients, 
and  that  I  wouldn't  be  linking  the 
two  of  them  together,"  said  Misener, 
as  her  voice  started  to  break. 

According  to  Misener,  the  inability 
of  her  and  other  clinic  lawyers  to  get 
either  a  satisfactory  explanation  of 
the  allocation  the  clinic's  resources, 
or  an  audience  with  the  faculty  of 
law's  Dean  Mayo  Moran,  eventually 
led  to  the  resignations. 

Responding  to  Misener's  criti- 
cisms, Moran  said  there  were  sig- 
nificant privacy  concerns  involved, 
adding,  "1  had  concerns  raised  and 
1  dealt  with  them  in  a  way  that  was 
most  likely  to  create  a  good  situa- 
tion going  forward." 

Friction  also  arose  at  the  first 
meeting  between  students  and  the 
executive  director  of  the  clinic,  Ju- 
dith McCormack,  regarding  the 
rapid  hiring  of  two  new  review  law- 
yers, seemingly  without  consulta- 
tion with  student  members  of  the 
DLS  Executive.  Since  Misener  and 
Richard  Litkowski  will  be  paid  for 
the  next  two  months,  the  clinic  will 
be  paying  for  two  sets  of  lawyers  for 
the  next  while. 

"When  people  resign  in  anger,  it's 
really  important  in  terms  of  the 
health  of  the  organization  to  re- 
place them  as  quickly  as  possible," 
said  McCormack,  citing  a  posted 
notice  by  the  lawyers  that  she  says 


attacked  the  six  members  of  the  stu- 
dent executive  who  the  lawyers  su- 
pervise, a  charge  that  Misener,  Lit- 
kowski, and  DLS  civil  review  laWyer 
Amina  Sherazee  say  is  an  offensive 
notion. 

An  overwhelming  concern  shared 
by  a  number  of  students,  however, 
is  that  the  clinic  is  not  set  up  to  run 
with  substantial  student  input. 

"My  concern  is  that  the  decisions 
at  the  clinic  are  being  made  without 
proper  consultation  with  the  staff 
lawyers  and  the  students,"  said  An- 
drew Parley,  a  third-year  student  at 
the  law  school. 

"The  reading  last  night  speaks 
more  to  their  desire  to  move  for- 
ward and  put  this  behind  them  than 
to  addressing  our  substantive  con- 
cerns," said  Jeremy  Click,  another 
third-year  law  student,  of  Tuesday's 
general  meeting. 

"The  statement  1  would  want  to 
get  out  there  is  that  students  are 
unhappy.  Even  if  clients  are  being 
served  and  we're  actually  fulfilling 
our  professional  obligations,  we  re- 
main unhappy  with  the  way  things 
have  happened  through  this  period 
of  time.  And  we'll  continue  to  re- 
main unhappy  until  these  things  are 
addressed." 

The  general  meeting  held  on  Tues- 
day called  for  another  to  be  held  be- 
fore the  end  of  January. 
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erage  340  hours — or  two  solid 
weeks — per  year  on  trains  and 
buses.  Though  the  three  would,  like 
many  students,  like  to  live  in  Toron- 
to, the  expense  is  too  high. 

"It  would  cost  me  more  to  move 
out,  and  1  didn't  want  to  take  a  loan 
for  my  undergrad.  Paying  for  tuition 
I  could  manage,  paying  rent  and  ex- 
penses I'd  have  to  take  a  loan,"  said 
Rodrigues.  Chan  agreed  saying,  "If  I 
were  to  move  out,  I'd  have  to  nearly 
work  full-time  just  to  pay  for  rent." 

What  do  they  have  to  deal  with 
on  their  commute?  Chan  listed  the 
"rules"  of  transit:  "Things  like,  no 
conversing  with  strangers,  pretend- 


ing that  you  are  entirely  engrossed 
in  your  reading  materials  and  es- 
pecially the  one  where  you  have  to 
actively  avoid  looking  at  anyone  on 
the  same  car." 

Pearson  likes  the  solitude  of  the 
commute.  "I  can  get  some  reading 
done  for  my  courses,"  he  said.  Ven- 
ning sees  it  as  an  opportunity  to  en- 
rich life.  "The  commute  from  G-town 
to  Toronto  on  the  Go  transit  always 
leads  to  encounters  from  old  friends 
commuting  to  work  or  school.  It 
provides  a  relatively  comfortable 
and  climate-controlled  mode  to  ran- 
domly chat  with  people." 

And  of  course,  according  to  her, 
there's  always  that  weird  guy  on 
the  subway  who  provides  entertain- 


ment. "I've  seen  a  guy  with  a  really 
weird  nervous  twitch  who  would 
punch  anyone  that  got  close." 

Despite  the  excessive  cost  of  rent 
and  tuition,  Chan  maintains  that 
"If  1  had  to  do  this  all  over  again,  1 
probably  would  find  some  way  to 
live  on  residence."  Though  unsure 
that  it  would  make  much  difference. 
He  says  "The  only  thing  that  keeps 
me  sane  now  is  hanging  out  at  Bike- 
chain  and  riding  my  bike." 

Venning  manages  to  see  the  posi- 
tive side. 

"Commuting  provides  a  balance... 
a  chaotic  and  adventurous  day  in 
the  concrete  jungle,  followed  by 
cow-watching  from  the  train  as  I  ap- 
proach my  home  town." 
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to  drive  around  the  country  in  her 
RV 

Brison,  who  for  most  of  the  race 
stood  closest  to  Conservative  poli- 
tics, spoke  on  the  environment — a 
subject  he  had  little  to  add  to.  It  was 
weird  and  boring. 

The  third  speaker  was  Joe  Volpe.  It 
was  a  surprise  to  see  him  up  there  at 
all,  as  rumours  had  already  spread 
he  was  going  to  Rae.  One  of  only  two 
long-time  Liberals  running,  he  gave 
a  nap-worthy  career  rundown. 

Ex-Hab  goalie  Dryden  ended  the 
speeches  of  the  no-chance-in-hell 
candidates  with  a  painfully  hockey- 
heavy  harangue.  He  started  off  with 
a  video  of  the  Canada-Russia  series 
and  never  stopped  making  hockey 
jokes.  He  compared  the  delegates 
to  a  Montreal  Canadiens  crowd.  His 
supporters,  many  of  them  wearing 
hockey  sweaters  and  holding  sticks, 
tooted  their  air  horns. 

Ex-enviro  minister  Dion  was  the 
first  of  the  top  four  to  speak.  Dion  ap- 
parently used  to  bike  to  Parliament 
Hill  wearing  a  green  backpack,  like 
a  little  turtle.  His  speech  reflected 
his  interest  in  the  environment  and 
he  spoke  about  adding  a  third  pillar 
to  the  already  established  pillars  of 
liberalism  in  Canada. 

"We  are  the  party  that  brought 
the  first  two  pillars:  economic  pros- 
perity and  social  justice,"  remarked 
Dion,  adding,  "It  is  time  now  to  add 
the  third  pillar  of  environmental 
sustainability."  While  Dion  got  boot- 
ed for  going  over  his  allotted  speech 
time,  he  spoke  reasonably  well  and 
had  plenty  of  young  people  cheering 
his  green  talk. 

Justin  Trudeau  took  the  stage 
to  introduce  Gerard  Kennedy,  and 
should  have  stayed  there.  He  was  the 
more  convincing  speaker.  Kennedy 
threw  in  a  lot  of  renewal  talk  and 
anti-Harper  lines.  It  was  uninspiring 
and  blended  with  the  speeches  of 
the  bottom-four  candidates. 

The  final  speeches  were  reserved 
for  Rae  and  Ignatieff — both  former 
Varsity  editors  and  university  profs. 

Rae  hit  the  stage  and  took  every- 
one to  school.  He  ditched  the  po- 
dium and  went  off-the-cuff.  What  he 
pulled  off,  which  none  of  the  others 
could,  was  conversation.  He  spoke 
to  the  convention,  not  the  camer- 
as— addressing  the  Liberals,  not  the 
ratings.  It  was  at  times  self-depre- 
cating, but  genuine.  Not  one  of  the 
other  candidates  there  could  touch 
him.  This  should  have  won  over 
those  wanting  to  actually  challenge 
Stephen  Harper. 

When  Iggy  spoke,  he  did  so  at 
about  half  the  speed  of  the  others. 
In  a  sermon-like  approach,  it  felt  like 
Emperor  Palpatine  was  up  there. 
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Hey,  it's  a  convention. 

This  wrapped  up  the  day,  but  not 
before  Volpe  and  Brison  dropped 
out  and  joined  Rae.  Findlay,  who  had 
been  leaning  to  Rae  initially,  eventu- 
ally moved  to  Dion. 

As  for  everyone  else,  they  moved 
to  hotel  rooms  to  get  ready  for  the 
evening  grind.  Buddha  Bar  was  the 
scene  of  much  merriment.  Bob  Rae 
lubed  the  event  with  a  little  drink- 
ticket  action  and  evening  alliances 
were  forged  while  dinners  were  de- 
posited in  Montreal  gutters. 

The  next  morning,  attractive 
young  delegates  reflected  on  some 
Liberal's  specific  interpretation  of 
party  renewal. 

"It's  a  meat  market,"  explained  Mel 
Wright  from  Toronto,  adding,  "1  was 
wearing  a  turtleneck  and  wondering 
'Is  this  shirt  see-through?'  1  am  in- 
visible in  the  bars  of  Toronto." 

Apparently  age  wasn't  a  factor 
either.  "I  have  50-year-olds  that  ac- 
tually think  they  can  lure  us  to  the 
dance  floor,"  said  Wright  of  the  pre- 
vious night's  festivities.  She  admit- 
ted this  wasn't  why  people  came  to 
the  Conference,  but  acknowledged  it 
was  a  perk. 

"They're  a  bunch  of  political  sci- 
ence geeks  and  they've  found  their 
niche,"  added  Liza  McWilliams, 
an  Ignatieff  supporter  sitting  near 
Wright. 

Back  in  the  main  room  of  the 
convention,  the  geeks  were  drunk 
with  excitement.  After  Dryden  was 
eliminated  and  moved  to  Rae,  Ken- 
nedy played  kingmaker  and  gave  his 
people  to  Dion. 

Some  of  his  crew  weren't  happy. 
Organizer  Chris  Ethier  shrugged 
when  asked  if  he's  happy  about  vot- 
ing for  Dion.  Delegate  Cindy  Fourni- 
er  looked  pissed.  "Dion  is  my  second 
choice  by  a  far  distance." 

Still,  they  went  obediently  to  Dion. 
Rae  was  eliminated  and  his  team 
looked  crushed.  They  had  gained 
so  much  momentum  from  picking 
up  old  candidates.  It  took  no  time, 
however,  for  Iggy  and  Dion  people  to 
waltz  into  the  funeral  attempting  to 
romance  the  grieving  Rae  delegates. 

The  wait  for  the  final  ballot  was 
painful.  Feet  hurt,  muscles  ached 
and  the  DJ  was  abusing  the  bass. 
Still,  hours  went  by  until  finally,  after 
a  slow  buildup  of  anticipation,  Dion 
won  and  took  the  stage.  Like  any 
gracious  victor,  he  called  the  other 
candidates  up  and  told  them  they 
were  all  together  now. 

While  there  was  no  Ben  Mulroney, 
there  was  a  Justin  Trudeau — really, 
far  better  ex-PM  progeny  anyway.  It 
played  perfectly  on  TV,  but  the  par- 
ty must  now  face  the  twisted  reality 
of  Parliament  and  prove  their  un- 
derdog can  take  on  a  slick  Stephen 
Harper. 
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Shopping,  shootings,  and  other  holiday  fan 


The  holidays  are  almost  upon  us,  and 
soon  exams  and  hair-pulling  will  be 
replaced  with  hearty  meals  and  tree- 
trimming. 

Yet  the  human  stampedes,  mug- 
gings, and  drive-by  shootings  that 
have  taken  place  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada  in  the  scramble  for  the 
new  Playstation  3  leave  us  asking, 
Wii? 

Normally  our  society  is  such  a  civil 
one.  We  exist  in  multicultural  con- 
tentedness  for  most  of  the  year,  and 
shop  in  relative  harmony  much  of  the 
time.  Why  then  does  the  desire  for 
the  latest  must-have  toy  inspire  such 
wanton  acts  of  stupidity,  especially 
when  the  craze  is  usually  instigated 


-  EDITORIAL  " 

by  manufactured  hype  from  the  toy 
companies  (remember  how  silly  own- 
ing a  Furbie  seemed  on  Dec.  26?). 

Save  an  actual  emergency,  like  a 
fire,  there  is  no  logical  explanation 
for  a  stampede  at  a  retail  store.  Yet 
stampede  we  do,  negligently — or 
willingly — trampling  fellow  human 
beings  in  the  rush  to  buy  a  discount- 
ed sewing  machine  or  a  hot  new  re- 
lease. 

Sadly,  we  do  hear  stories  of  large 
masses  of  people  around  the  world 
losing  their  heads  and  stampeding 
in  lineups  for  food  or  at  the  height 


of  religious  ceremonies.  Though  re- 
ports of  these  incidents  are  often 
mind-boggling,  at  least  the  chaos  is 
sparked  by  the  desire  for  spiritual  or 
corporeal  sustenance. 

But  perhaps  stampedes  at  the  Best 
Buy  are  also  about  sustenance.  In  lieu 
of  collective  religious  or  nutritional 
needs,  our  society  trots  en-masse  to 
its  preferred  altar — the  superstore. 

It  is  the  holiday  season,  after  all — 
that  holy  time  of  year  when,  if  we're 
not  careful,  our  version  of  three  wise 
men  will  come  calling  from  the  credit 
card  companies. 

There's  nothing  particularly  novel 
in  the  notion  that  money  is  the  new 
object  of  worship  in  Western  soci- 


ety, but  the  idea  that  people  are  be- 
ing shot  at  and  crushed  in  some  sick 
real-life  parody  of  Jingle  All  the  Way 
is  quite  disturbing.  Does  it  really  mat- 
ter if  you  don't  have  the  PS3  one  day 
before  your  neighbour,  or  your  best 
friend,  or  some  random  person  you 
only  hatefully  know  as  the  guy  who 
got  the  last  ticket  at  the  store?  Camp- 
ing out  for  days  to  get  the  console 
first  can't  compare  in  importance  to 
waiting  for  a  movie  premiere — some 
jerk  can't  spoil  the  ending  for  you  on 
the  way  out  of  the  store. 

If  you've  found  yourself  stressing 
over  finding  the  perfect  sweater  or 
latest  comic  book  for  the  special  peo- 
ple in  your  life,  you  might  be  in  need 


of  a  change  in  perspective.  Shopping 
can  obviously  bring  out  the  worst  in 
some  people,  especially  during  the 
Christmas  frenzy.  But  it's  supposed 
to  be  a  fun  experience,  believe  it  or 
not,  with  the  positive  result  of  mak- 
ing your  friends  and  family  happy. 

In  this  issue,  The  Varsity  presents 
its  annual  Gift  Guide  (see  pages  6-7). 
Our  staff  has  selected  lots  of  neat 
stuff  for  you  to  pick  up  downtown  at 
affordable  prices,  plus  some  charm- 
ing homemade  gifts  that  will  bring  a 
smile  to  those  near  and  dear.  So  take 
a  deep  breath,  let  us  help  you  shop, 
and  enjoy  your  holidays. 

Only,  please  remember:  no  push- 
ing in  the  store. 


Bye  bye,  blow-up  Betty 


Hello,  morally  questionable  fembots 


Liem  Vu 


In  the  material  world,  Japan  is 
known  for  churning  out  cutting- 
edge  technological  devices  and 
state-of-the-art  gaming  systems. 
In  the  economic  world,  the  li- 
censing of  Japanese  cartoons  is 
a  million-dollar  industry. 
But  in  the  moral  world,  does  the 
new  Actroid  Der2  pave  a  harmful 
path  towards  the  degradation  of 
women? 

The  Actroid  Der2  is  the  most 
recent  version  of  the  Human- 
oid  Robot,  aimed  at  realistically 
capturing  the  movements  and 
expression  of  a  typical  Japanese 
girl.  Though  not  for  sale,  an  Af- 
troid  can  be  rented  for  $3,980 
CDN  for  five  days  (with  a  late 
fee  of  $773  CDN).  This  "fembot" 
moves,  talks,  and  looks  uncan- 
nily like  the  real  thing — appar- 
ently, even  the  skin  feels  real. 
But  what's  disturbing  is  not  how 
realistic  these  Actroids  are,  but 
what  their  purpose  is. 

Unlike  women  in  the  Western 
world,  Japan's  female  popula- 
tion does  not  enjoy  the  level  of 
economical  and  political  liberty 
afforded  to  men.  This  situation 
is  understandable  considering 
that  it  is  (mainly  male)  business 
leaders  who  are  to  blame  for 
girl's  underwear  and  animated 
pornography  being  easily  avail- 
able through  vending  machines. 
What  is  also  shocking  is  the  way 
women  are  often  depicted  in  Jap- 
anese cinema.  Female  charac- 
ters are  often  degraded  through 
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These  are  the  eerily  lifelike  fembots 
that  mimic  human  speech  and  action. 

explicit  acts  of  rape  and  subjuga- 
tion, depictions  that  run  counter 
to  the  fundamentals  of  Canadian 
society  and  taste. 
Ironically,  in  December  1996, 


Japan  unveiled  its  Plan  for  Gen- 
der Equality  2000,  a  national 
plan  designed  to  promote  and 
reach  gender  equality  by  the 
21st  century.  The  re-examination 
of  women's  rights  in  regards  to 
gender  equality  and  female  vic- 
timization were  the  main  points 
of  the  plan's  analysis  of  Japan's 
social  system.  Yet,  any  progress 
in  this  area  is  moot,  in  light  of  the 
introduction  of  the  Actroid  Der2. 

Ignorance  is  clearly  to  blame 
for  the  world's  lack  of  reaction 
or  questioning  of  the  purpose  of 
this  new  robot.  The  fact  that  one 
can  rent  the  Der2  sounds  eerily 
like  a  kind  of  robotic  prostitution. 
Many  might  retort  that  blow-up 
dolls  and  erotic  paraphernalia 
have  been  around  for  years  with- 
out causing  many  visible  nega- 
tive effects.  But  no  sex  product 
had  previously  achieved  this  lev- 
el of  uncanny  human  simulation. 
The  Actroid  Der2  may  not  be  a 
living  organism,  but  its  accurate 
features  and  mannerisms  bring 
it  pretty  close  to  the  real  thing, 
and  the  negative  implications  of 
this  product  regarding  the  objec- 
tification  of  women  can  limit  the 
progress  of  women  in  present- 
day  Japan. 

Technological  savvy  may  drive 
the  Japanese  economy  to  the 
top,  but  are  the  material  benefits 
from  these  fembots  justifiable 
when  women's  rights  are  in  jeop- 
ardy? Whether  you're  a  feminist 
or  otherwise,  the  Actroid  Der2  is 
one  item  you  shouldn't  have  on 
your  wish  list  this  Christmas. 


LETTERS 


No  right  to  space 

Re:  "Charity  creams  coffee,"  Letters, 
Nov.  28 


The  assertion  that  a  sorority  should  be 
given  free  reign  over  student  space  under 
the  banner  of  "minority  rights"  is  absurd, 
and  an  alarmist  abuse  of  terminology. 
The  issue  is  not  one  of  championing  di- 
versity or  fighting  discrimination,  but  of 
a  student  group  grossly  inconveniencing 
a  majority  for  an  event  of  questionable 
significance  to  the  community.  And  last 
I  checked,  no  document  on  the  subject 
guarantees  any  minority  a  "right"  to 
hold  a  charity  denim  sale  in  a  particular 
venue. 

While  I  find  it  regrettable  and  uninspir- 
ing that  The  Varsity's  Mike  Ghenu  chose 
to  quote  someone  denouncing  capitalism 
as  if  this  were  an  original  or  nuanced 
opinion,  charitable  causes  tend  to  have 
an  easier  time  gathering  momentum 
when  they  don't  go  out  of  their  way  to 
annoy.  No  one  has  any  intrinsic  "right" 
to  the  space  (except  the  owners),  but  the 
JCR  is  one  of  an  increasingly  sparse  set  of 
designated  student  spaces.  The  charity 
denim  sale  could've  easily  been  held  in  a 
lecture  hall. 

David  Warde-Farley 

Get  used  to  it,  kids 

Re:  Students  used  for  'cheap  labour': 
TA  union,  Nov.  23 

Amid  the  uproar  regarding  Professor 
Joordens'  marking  scheme,  I  feel  virtu- 
ous aspects  of  his  program  are  being 
neglected.  Peer-review  evaluation  helps 
illustrate  the  fundamental  aspect  of  game 
theory,  where  one  is  judging  and  compet- 
ing at  the  same  time.  This  could  either 
result  in  students  collaborating  among 


themselves  and  deciding  to  give  every- 
one a  high  mark,  or  individually  under- 
mining their  fellow  students'  work  based 
on  competition.  This  is  a  good  learning 
experience  for  them  before  they  enter 
the  real  world,  which  operates  exactly 
like  that. 

The  best  way  to  learn  is  to  learn 
from  other  people's  mistakes.  One  is 
always  more  critical  of  work  submitted 
by  somebody  else.  On  a  positive  note, 
if  students  come  across  an  excellent 
paper,  it  may  work  as  a  learning  tool  by 
suggesting  ways  they  could  improve  on 
their  next  assignment.  It  is  also  easier 
to  understand  somebody  closer  to  your 
experience  than  to  relate  to  how  a  TA 
marks,  because  of  a  bias  against  the  TA's 
expectations. 

In  the  real  world,  peer-review  critique 
is  the  first  step  towards  any  publication. 
The  sooner  students  start  accepting 
harsh  remarks  and  logically  using  them 
to  improve,  the  better  they  will  perform 
when  submitting  real  work  for  publishing. 

Fatima  Kakal 

U  of  T Alumnus  (Genetics),  M.Sc. 

Clicking  to  freedom 

Re:  'Psiphon'-ing  for  free  bytes,  Nov. 
23 

The  U  of  T  software,  which  allows  Inter- 
net users  to  avoid  the  online  censorship 
prevalent  in  many  repressed  societ- 
ies throughout  the  world,  represents 
progress  in  the  field  of  human  personal 
interaction  on  par  with  the  invention  of 
the  wheel.  The  Munk  Centre's  Citizen 
Lab  project  is  as  profound  in  its  healing 
potential  as  was  the  discovery  of  insulin. 
Psiphon  is  a  freedom-of-learning  project, 
and  it  makes  me  proud  to  be  a  Canadian. 

Brendan  Caron 
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//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE 


Go  to  vww.thevarslty.ca  for  these 

online  exclusives: 

•  Rememt)er  Radical  Roots,  the 
vegan  eatery  that  once  operated 
out  of  the  ISC?  Former  staff  member 
AGATA  DURKALEC  has  the  inside  scoop 
on  the  university  skulduggery  that 
deep-sixed  this  cosy  kitchen.  See 
Pulled  out  try  the  Roots. 

•  Major  global  issues  are  focusing 
our  attention  on  Africa  and  the 


Middle  East. .  .but  good  luck     -  .Ty 
learning  about  these  regions 
in  school.  REHAANA  MANEK  examines 
the  neglect  of  area  studies  \nUofT, 
meet  the  rest  of  the  world. 
•  An  emgry  encounter  at  Sid  Smith 
over  the  Middle  East  question 
raised  the  deeper  issue  of  the 
freedom  of  assembly  on  campus. 
SHOURIDEH  MOLAEI  believes  that 
all  students  have  The  right  to 
participate,  not  the  right  to  intimidate. 


W  Christmas  in  a  catsuit 


Take  your  degree  to  a 
whole  new  level  of  success. 


In  just  two  semesters,  learn  tlie  marketing  concepts 
and  skills  that  drive  successful  and  global  business. 

Call  416-675-6622,  ext.  3207  or  email 
peter.madottie>humber.ca  for  further  information. 
Apply  far  all  liusinesi  School  programs  at  the 
OCAS  web  stK  -  www.o)itariocolleges.ca 

Seating  is  Limited!^^^_ 


HUMBER 

The  Business  School 
www.biislness.humber.ca 


Human  Resources  Management 

IT  TO 
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Take  your  degree  to  a 
whole  new  level  of  success. 

After  just  two  semesters,  you'll  be  able  to  apply  your 
knowledge,  skills  and  management  tools  to  any  human 
resources  department. 

Hurnber  can  prepare  you  for  professional  de5ig,nation/ 
actreditarion  by  the  Human  Resources  Professionals 
Association  of  Ontario  (HRPAO). 

Can4l6-675-tjo2Z  ext.  oremmlgmeme.sintpson&iumber.ca 
for furdm  mformatwn.  Apply  for  all  Husitiess  School  progratns  at 
the  OC,\S  n'eb  iitc  -  www.unlnriowlleKes.ai 

Seating  is  Limited! 


HUMBER 

The  Business  School 
www.bustness.humber.ca 


Marketing  Management 

0 
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Take  your  degree  to  a 
whole  new  level  of  success 


In  only  Iwci  stniestcrs  in  Marketing  Mana|<einenl, 
you  can  have  some  of  the  most  sought  after 
business  skills. 

Ca// 1 16-67 j-6622,  ext  32V7  or  etiuil 
prter.madoti^humber.ca  for further  information. 
Apply  for  all  business  Sdwol  programs  at  the 
OCAS  web  site  -  www.ontariocolleges.ca 


Seating  is  Limited! 


HUMBER 

The  Business  School 
www.buslncss.humber.ca 


CHANDLER  LEVACK'S  discount-loving  family  has  some  strange  gift  ideas 


My  family  isn't  a  big  fan  of  Christ- 
mas—particularly my  mother, 
perhaps  because  she's  half- 
Jewish.  Our  big  box  of  holiday  ephem- 
era never  makes  its  way  up  from  the 
basement  before  December  21,  and  we 
all  prefer  to  listen  to  jazz  and  argue  (the 
things  we  do  best)  while  we  decorate 
our  Christmas  tree  two  days  before  the 
big  one,  my  mother  complaining  as  my 
brother  elects  to  hang  the  ugliest  orna- 
menfs  (his  personal  favorite  is  deemed 
"The  Headless  Clown")  where  all  her 
judging  and  dysfunctional  brothers  and 
sisters  can  see  them  best. 

If  you  ask  my  mother,  she'll  tell  you 
that  her  favorite  holiday  is  Groundhog 
Day.  I'm  guessing  that's  my  father's  too, 
since  he  always  claims  that  "Christmas 
Day  should  be  called  'contemplating-a- 
divorce  day'"  after  one  too  many  egg- 
nogs  on  the  rocks. 

My  mother's  relatives  are  really  big 
into  garage  sales,  so  much  so  that  even 
mentioning  the  word  "garage"  sends 
them  into  a  frenzy  of  counting  out  loose 
change  (known  as  "hagglin'  money") 
and  scouring  the  local  papers  for  hot 
leads.  My  mom  will  happily  testify  to 
anyone  that  both  her  car  and  kitchen 


stove  were  purchased  in  a  garage.  She 
enjoys  the  notoriety  that  comes  with 
being  "the  woman  in  the  Barbie  car," 
smiling  in  response  to  the  flummoxed 
expressions  of  strangers  sitting  next  to 
her  at  traffic  lights  and  wondering  if  the 
tiny,  white  convertible  Geo-Metro  be- 
side them  was  illegally  smuggled  in  from 
Romania. 

Giving  gifts  that  were  once  owned  by 
strangers  (and  re-gifting  such  presents 
to  other  relatives)  is  now  customary 
practice  at  my  house,  a  fact  that  some- 
times makes  me  wish  that  everyone  were 
as  reliable  as  my  other  set  of  grandpar- 
ents, who  only  give  gift  certificates  and 
pained  expressions  when  you  hug  them. 
My  family's  reliance  on  garage  sale  pres- 
ents may  explain  why  I  received  not  only 
one,  but  two  copies  of  Women  and  Songs 
3  last  year.  My  aunt  Tammy  told  me  that 
the  gift  was  perfect  because  "You're  a 
woman  and  you  like  music."  I  then  pro- 
fessed my  love  for  Patti  Smith. 

Perhaps  the  worst  Christmas  pres- 
ent I've  ever  received  has  to  be  the  full- 
length,  black  70's  lycra  catsuit  styled  for 
a  stripper  in  her  mid  40's,  given  to  me  by 
my  loving  but  ultimately  clueless  grand- 
ma Gemma.  I  was  eight.  Holding  the  con- 


traption in  my  hands  and  examining  the 
nipple  cutouts  in  close  detail,  even  then 
I  knew  it  wasn't  age-appropriate. 

I  had  explicitly  told  Santa  that  1  want- 
ed 13  Dead  End  Drive,  the  board  game 
that  lets  you  asphyxiate  cardboard  cut- 
outs, but  I  never  received  it.  That  was 
also  the  year  my'mother  held  the  most 
high-status  job  any  eight-year-old  could 
dream  of:  part-time  sales  associate  with 
Northern  Getaway.  Alas,  she  quit  be- 
fore I  could  obtain  the  silk-screened  cat 
sweatshirt  of  my  dreams. 

To  be  perfectly  honest,  everyone  in 
my  immediate  family  is  kind  of  thank- 
ful when  It's  A  Wonderful  Life  reruns 
desist  on  TBS.  It  could  be  because  we're 
not  very  good  Christians.  Or  maybe  we 
can't  exist  as  the  stereotypically  happy 
family  seen  on  TV,  and  this  whole  act  of 
gift-giving  and  enforced  merry-making 
only  reflects  our  inability  to  select  pres- 
ents that  would  depict  us  in  the  way  we 
want  to  be  seen. 

All  I  know  is  that  if  I  get  one  more  an- 
thology of  prototypical  chick  rock,  I'm 
immediately  re-gifting  it  back  to  my  Aunt 
Tammy.  There  are  only  so  many  times  a 
person  can  listen  to  Paula  Cole,  and  Fve 
reached  my  breaking  point. 
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GOT  A  FRIEND 

HITTING  THE  BOOKMARKS 

INSTEAD  OF  THE  BOOKS? 


If  gambling  is  taking  over  a  friend's  life,  she  could  use  your  help.  Find  out  more  at 

friends4friends.ca 


1-888-230-3505 

Ontario  Problem  Gambling  Helpline  Responsible  Gambling  Council 


REEFER  MADNESS 

The  Musical 

*Canadian  Premiere* 

WW 

-The  Varsity 

"the  production  is  probably 
fhe  brightest  most 
entertainir^g  show  in  town" 
-scenectianges.com 


HAMLET 


WW 

-The  Varsity 

"Jeremy  Hutton  (Hamlet) 
was  none  other  ttian  a 
spectacie." 
-The  Medium 


LYSISTRATA 

by  Aristophanes 


Directed  by 
TABBY  JOHNSON 


THIRTEEN 
HANDS 

by  Carol  Sinields 

Directed  by 

RON  CAMERON-LEWIS 


BOX  OFFICE 


HART 
HOt  ISE 
THEATRE 


FESTIVAL  SEASON 

UofT  Drama  Festival  -  Jan  31st  -  Feb  3rd 
UofT  FIJm  Festival  -  Mar  1  st  to  Mar  3rd 
UofT  Festival  of  Dance  -  Mar  29th  to  Mar  31st 


WWW.HARTHOUSETHEATRE.GA 


2006/2007  Hart  House  Theatre  Season  Proudly  Supported  by: 


METCALF  PRC 
FOUNDATION 


Meloche  Monnex 
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'mind-reading"  pen, 
$7.99 

Flavor's  Slick  Colors  pen  writes  in  four 
colours,  each  of  which  can  be 
accessed  by  facing  the  colour 
option  of  choice,  written  at  the 
top  of  the  pen,  and  pressing 
the  clicker.  How  can  the  pen 

sense  the  colour 
you  want?  Hint:  the  pen 
only  works  on  right- 
handers. 
One's  at  Market 
Village. 


Affliction  tee,  $32. 

Though  men  are  notoriously  difficult  to  buy  for,  they  won't 
be  disappointed  with  anything  from  Affliction.  Despite  their 
urban  goth-punk  influence,  these  surprisingly  chic  tees  are 
too  pretty  to  be  wasted  on  the  emo,  skulking  crowd.  Also 
comes  in  a  polo  version  for  a  smarter  look.  Gotstyle  (489 


King  West). 


Staple-less  staplers, 
$9.95. 

Inform  Design's  paper-based 
staplers  are  cute,  simple  and 
environmentally 
friendly.  AGO,  Ontario  Science 
Centre  and  Pikto. 


Simple  Recipe 
for  Handmade  Fudge 

You'll  need: 
1  cup  sugar 
I4tsp  salt 

3  tbsp  unsalted  butter 
Vi  cup  heavy  cream 
1  %  cup  mini  marshmallows 
1  Vi  cups  semisweet  chocolate  chips 
'/2  teaspoon  vanilla  extract 
Add-ins: 

%  cup  peppermints  or  chopped  walnuts 

Line  9  x  5"  loaf  pan  with  strips  of  waxed  or  parchment 
paper  and  coat  evenly  with  cooking  spray.  Set  aside. 
Combine  sugar,  salt,  butter,  cream,  and  marshmal- 
lows in  a  pot.  Cook,  stirring,  over  medium  heat  until 
butter  and  marshmallows  are  almost  melted  (five  to 
six  minutes).  Bring  mixture  to  a  boil.  Cook,  stirring  oc- 
casionally, for  five  minutes.  Add  chocolate  chips  and 
vanilla  to  saucepan.  Stir  until  chips  are  melted  and 
combined.  If  you  like,  mix  in  1  '/z  cup  of  the  crushed 
peppermints  or  walnuts.  Pour  mixture  into  pre- 
greased  pan.  Top  with  remaining  peppermints  or  nuts. 
Cool  fudge  in  the  pan  at  room  temperature  for 
three  hours.  Grip  paper,  lift  out  fudge,  and  place  on 
cutting  board.  Discard  paper  and  cut  into  squares! 
Voila — fudge! 


Best  of  Benefit,  $42. 

This  pre-packaged  lovely  from  scrumptious  cosmetics  co.  Benefit 
includes  Benetint,  the  rosy,  sheer  lip  and  cheek  tint,  Dandelion,  the 
perk-you-up  pink  powder,  and  BADgal  Lash — mascara  that's  like  a 
false  set  of  lashes.  A  good  replenishment  for  those  running  low  on 
the  basics.  The  Bay. 


cozy  crochet  kit 


M«nA4  c^OiOR*! 


Cozy  Crochet  Kit,  $34.95. 

Join  in  the  knitting  craze  with  this 
vibrant  crochet  kit.  Includes  all  the 
essentials,  plus  a  how-to  guide  for 
beginners.  You'll  make  your  Auntie  Dot 
proud!  For  a  cheaper  alternative,  buy 
some  dollar-store  yarn  and  corral  an 
expert  to  teach  you  how  it's  done. 


Soma  chocolate,  $5. 

Toronto-based  Soma  offers  gourmet  chocolate 
bars  and  hot  chocolate  mixes,  all  manufactured 
in-house.  Soma  Chocolatemaker 
(55  Mill  Street). 


Uncle 
John's 

Unstoppable  Bathiii 
Reader 

The  must-have  gift  for  m 
the  completly  irreievantli 
non-sequitur,  and  the  tr 
interesting.  Hundreds  o 
ranging  from  the  inspiraij 
song  from  the  Beatles'  !si 
Pepper  LP,  to  how  to  coon 
to  the  moon  conspiracy. 


Hot  Chip  -  7/jeM(3r/7//7£^ (EMI) 

These  lo-fi  electro-pop  kids  from  London  hit  the 
big  time  this  year  with  their  second  full-length. 

Percussive  and  wickedly  addictive,  this  quirky 
dance  record  will  keep  'em  pogo-ing  around  the 

Festivus  pole  with  catchy  hits  like  "Over  and 
Over"  and  "No  Fixed  State." 


The  Coast  -  5/T(Aporia) 

The  twinkling  guitars  and  sing-a-long  melodies 

of  these  U  of  T  rockers  creates  the  perfect 
atmosphere  for  walking  in  a  winter  wonderland,  or 
smoking  a  festive  doob  by  the  fire.  Drawing  on  the 
anglo-tinged  sounds  of  Shoegazer  and  britpop.  The 
Coast's  self-titled  EP  is  perfect  ear  candy. 


Uncut  -  Modern  Currencies 
(Paper  Bag) 

The  perfect  soundtrack  to  the  cold,  drunken 
nights  that  tie  ahead,  the  new  album  from 

Toronto's  dark  rock  quartet  Uncut  expands  their 
critically  acclaimed  sound  into  Shoegazer- 

meets-J  Mascis  territory.  Sure  to  warm  many  a 
frozen  earbud  this  winter. 


Leviride  -  The  Night  of  the  Drive-By 
(Addictive  Records) 

Aggressive  guitars,  grandiose  vocals  and 
bona-fide  hooks  all  make  this  classic-meets- 
modern  rock  record  a  clear  winner  over  one 
of  those  cheesy,  contract-fulfilling  greatest- 
hits  collections  choking  the  marketplace  this 
holiday  season. 


4  ^ 


Card  Pegs,  $1. 

Display  your  holiday  cards  with 
one  of  these  cute  accessories. 
Just  hang  it  up  on  any  door 
or  wall  and  clip  your  cards  to 
the  pegs.  Dollarama  (Yonge  & 
Charles). 


Fujifilm 
Nexia  Q1,$69. 

Auto-focus  and  drop-in 
APS  film  loading  means 

it's  easy  to  operate,  so  it's   ^ 

perfect  for  the  drunkards. 
It's  supposedly  wearable,  but 
frankly  who  wants  to  go  dancing 
with  a  bright  pink,  space-age  medallion  flashing 
round  their  neck?  Instead,  fit  it  into  impracti- 
cally  small  purses  or  pockets. 
Wal-Mart,  Black's. 


oom 

ly  avid  fan  of 
the 

nd-numbingly 
articles 
ion  for  every 
irgeant 
a  porcupine, 


Dress  it  up!  $1. 

Dress  up  a  bottle  of  wine  in  ol 
of  these  cute  dresses!  Your  hoi 
won't  even  notice  how  cheap  the ' 
wine  is.  Dollarama. 


Jesus  Tote,  $20. 

Show  the  world  that  you  know  the 
true  meaning  of  Christmas  with  this 
heavenly  handbag.  The  coated  plastic 
carryall  comes  complete  with  a  cell- 
phone pocket— for  those  who  have  a 
direct  line  Upstairs. 

Both  from  Red  Pegasus  (628  College). 


Rose-clip,  $1. 

Fake  a  Swarovski 
crystal  photo  clip  by 
adding  the  cutest 
pet  photo  you  can 
find  (or  create  your  own).  For 
the  best  prints  near  campus, 
check  out  Korner  Colour  Ask  for 
white  borders  for  instant  chic. 
Clip,  Dollarama;  prints, 
Korner  Colour  (Bay -h 
Bloor),  $0.50. 
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Newts'  new  hearts 

Heart  attacks  in  humans  can  be  fatal 
and  always  leave  the  heart  scarred. 
Newts,  on  the  other  hand,  can  regen- 
erate organs  with  no  damage  to  mark 
the  incident.  In  a  newt  heart  after 
organ  damage,  cells  de-differenti- 
ate, or  lose  the  properties  that  make 
them  heart  cells.  Over  a  two-week 
regeneration  process,  the  cells  divide 
rapidly  to  build  up  new  muscle  and 
differentiate  again  to  make  the  entire, 
working  organ.  This  process  does  not 
utilize  stem  cells,  but  the  heart  cells 
themselves.  In  newt  limbs,  a  similar 
regeneration  occurs  but  scar  tissue, 
called  a  blastema,  forms  in  the  pro- 
cess. Blastema  cells  share  stem  cells' 
ability  to  become  other  kinds  of  cells, 
facilitating  newt  limb  regeneration. 
Researchers  hope  that  uncovering 
the  molecular  mechanisms  of  newt 
heart  regeneration  will  open  up  new 
possibilities  for  treating  the  damage 
done  to  human  hearts  during  heart 
attacks. 

Source:  Journal  of  Cell  Science 
— SANDY  HUEN 

Little  lunch  for  big  black  hole 

For  the  first  time  in  astronomical  his- 
tory, scientists  at  NASA  witnessed  a 
supermassive  black  hole  consume 
a  star  that  ventured  too  close.  Over 
two  years,  telescopes  on  earth  and 
in  space  have  been  monitoring  the 
ultraviolet  flare  that  resulted  from 
the  black  hole's  messy  meal  and  the 
decay  of  that  flare.  In  an  unnamed 
galaxy  four  billion  light-years  away, 
the  black  hole  tore  apart  the  stellar 
passer-by  with  its  strong  gravitation- 
al force  as  the  star  neared  the  giant 
entity.  As  the  shredded  remnants  of 
the  star  were  sucked  into  the  black 
hole,  an  ultraviolet  flare  was  emitted 
and  continues  to  fade  as  the  black 
hole  finishes  off  the  star.  Only  three 
other  resting  black  holes  were  report- 
ed to  have  consumed  stars,  all  data  of 
which  waited  a  decade  before  NASA 
confirmed  the  ultraviolet  backlash. 
This  latest  meal  will  provide  informa- 
tion on  how  large  and  powerful  black 
holes  are  and  where  they  came  from. 
Source:  NASA/Jet  Propulsion 
Laboratory  news  service 
— S.H. 

Just  Google  it — really! 

Hypochondriacs  may  no  longer  be 
the  only  ones  Googling  disease  symp- 
toms in  search  of  diagnoses.  Recent 
findings  from  the  British  Medical 
Journal  suggest  that  the  popular 
search  engine  may  in  fact  be  a  good 
diagnostic  aid  for  clinicians.  Without 
initially  looking  at  the  correct  diag- 
noses, researchers  selected  26  cases 
from  case  records  and  identified  sa- 
lient features  to  use  as  search  terms. 
In  15  of  these  cases,  researchers 
were  able  to  reach  the  correct  diag- 
nosis through  Google  search  results 
(though  some  correct  "Google  diag- 
noses" were  rejected  for  not  being 
specific  enough).  While  patients  have 
long  used  internet  search  engines  to 
self-diagnose,  these  results  show  that 
physicians  can  also  turn  to  the  inter- 
net for  quick  and  inexpensive  clinical 
decision  support. 
Source:  BMJ 
— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 


Pieces  of  the  heredity  puzzle 

Like  most  people,  you  probably  believe  that  your  DNA  determines  everything  from  your  hair  colour  to  your 
susceptibility  to  certain  diseases.  But  the  new  field  of  epigenetics  has  begun  to  question  this  assumption, 
KAREN  ZHOU  writes 


I 


The  emerging  and  largely  over- 
looked field  of  epigenetics  has 
cast  doubt  upon  the  tradition- 
al assumption  that  DNA  sequences 
are  the  only  factors  in  heredity. 

Epigenetics  studies  heritable 
characteristics  not  encoded  in  the 
DNA  itself.  Instead,  the  field  exam- 
ines proteins  called  histones  that 
decorate  the  DNA  sequences.  Typi- 
cally thought  to  be  mere  genetic 
"packing  material,"  histones  vary 
between  individuals  and  may  play  a 
role  in  heredity  itself. 

"Histones  have  regulatory  func- 
tions that  control  gene  expression," 
explained  Dr.  Peter  Cheung,  a  U  of 
T  professor  of  medical  biophysics 
at  the  Ontario  Cancer  Institute.  His- 
tones are  like  genetic  bookmarks, 
flagging  areas  of  DNA  that  are  active 
or  not. 

The  way  that  DNA  is  wound 
around  histones  determines  wheth- 
er or  not  a  given  gene  is  being  ex- 
pressed. When  genetic  material  is 
in  an  open  configuration,  called 
euchromatin,  the  cell  launches  a 
repertoire  of  factors  that  turn  genes 
on,  making  them  express  their  ge- 
netic instructions.  DNA  in  a  closed 
configuration,  or  heterochromatin, 
can't  be  accessed  by  the  factors  that 
switch  genes  on. 

Histones  are  the  first  examples  of 
epigenetic  markers,  heritable  fac- 
tors other  than  the  DNA  sequences 
themselves  that  affect  gene  expres- 
sion, to  be  found  in  cells.  The  pat- 
tern of  histones  (and  thus  of  open 
or  closed  DNA)  varies  between  in- 
dividuals. 

Attaching  a  small  molecule  called 
a  methyl  group  to  a  histone  is  one 
way  to  change  histone  patterns.  Re- 
cently, scientists  have  discovered 
small  numbers  of  variant  histones 
residing  in  cells,  which  may  also 
directly  control  which  genes  are  ac- 
tive or  not. 

Cheung's  research  interest  is  fo- 
cused on  the  heritable,  epigenetic 
role  of  histones.  Studies  in  budding 
yeast,  a  lower  eukaryote,  have  al- 
ready confirmed  a  histone  variant 
called  Htzl  as  an  epigenetic  marker 
of  open  chromatin.  Cheung's  lab 
found  an  analogous  molecule  in  hu- 
man cells,  the  histone  variant  known 
as  H2A.Z,  which  plays  the  same  role 
in  epigenetic  regulation. 

With  this  recent  discovery,  an- 
other piece  of  the  puzzle  of  epigen- 
etic regulation  has  been  unraveled. 
But  where  does  this  level  of  control 
over  DNA  actually  make  a  difference 
in  an  individual's  body? 

Cheung's  group  found  that,  as 
well  as  marking  genes  for  expres- 
sion, this  histone  variant  is  also 
found  marking  genes  that  are  only 
expressed  in  specific  conditions, 
like  development. 

During  the  embryonic  develop- 
ment, cells  begin  to  take  on  the 
different  roles  they  will  play  in  the 
body.  It  is  crucial  that  genes  be 
properly  controlled  and  expressed 
at  the  right  times.  Factors  control- 
ling gene  expression  are  crucial  in 
keeping  cells  from  taking  a  wrong 
turn.  Properly  functioning  histones 
may  be  a  means  of  controlling  gene 


Heredity  does  not  end  at  DNA:  The  conventional  viewpoints  in  genetics  are  being  re-examined  in  the  new  study  of  epigenetics,  which 
looks  at  other  inherited  molecules. 


expression  that  helps  prevent  de- 
velopmental defects. 

Cheung's  research  has  contribut- 
ed to  our  knowledge  of  gene  regula- 
tion, and  misregulation,  such  as  in 
cancer  cells,  where  gene  expression 
machinery  has  gone  haywire. 

An  understanding  of  gene  ex- 
pression control  is  very  relevant  to 
medical  challenges  like  cancer.  A 
hallmark  of  cancer  cells  in  tumours 
is  the  inability  to  suppress  a  number 
of  genes  whose  regulation  has  run 
amok. 

"Tumour  suppressors  that  are 
turned  off,  or  [detrimental]  onco- 
genes that  are  turned  on  will  give 
you  cancer.  Misregulation  of  gene 
expression  can  lead  to  diseases  like 
cancer,"  said  Cheung. 

Knowing  the  components  of  gene 


regulation  is  essential,  since  it  gives 
us  a  list  of  molecular  candidates  to 
target  in  battling  cancer  cells. 

While  most  of  the  epigenetic  re- 
search by  Cheung  and  others  deals 


with  the  molecular  level  of  epigenetic 
regulation,  the  applications  of  this 
research  to  clinical  treatments  are 
fast  approaching  as  the  field  matures 
at  U  of  T  and  around  the  world. 
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FILM  REVIEW 


Monkey  Warfare 


DiiBcted  by  Reg  Harkema 


Starring  Don  McKellar, 
Tracy  Wright,  Nadia  Litz 


Rating:  VVVvW 


Radheyan  Simonpiilai 

FILM  CRITIC 


The  latest  feature  from  Vancouver 
transplant  Reginald  Harkema  (A 
Girl  Is  a  Girl),  Monkey  Warfare  is 
the  writer/director's  wry,  witty  and 
anachronistic  send-up  of  aging  rev- 
olutionaries, Molotov  cocktails  and 
lots  and  lots  of  potent  B.C.  bud. 

University  of  Toronto  alumnus 
Don  McKellar  (director  of  ac- 
claimed Can-con  flicks  Last  Night 
and  Childstaf)and  Tracy  Wright 
(Picture  Claire,  Superstar)  play  an 
off-the-grid,  anti-establishment, 
dumpster-diving  bohemian  couple, 
whose  passion — both  for  political 
upheaval  and  each  other — died 
out  ages  ago.  They  self-medicate 
by  smoking  bales  of  pot,  trying  to 
erase  the  lingering  guilt  from  one 
night  when  their  revolutionary  agi- 
tation backfired  badly. 

The  pair  eke  out  their  meagre  ex- 
istence by  selling  curiosities  culled 
from  the  trash  of  Parkdale  to  col- 
lectors online.  All  of  this  is  turned 
on  its  head  when  their  pot  dealer 


Monkey  Business 

Filmmaker  Reginald  Harkema's  revolutionary  indie  flick  takes  on  Telefilm 


Don  McKellar  and  Tracy  Wright  spark  some  revolutionary  hijinks  in  Monkey  Warfare. 


is  busted  and  they  must  turn  to 
Susan,  a  young  supplier  played  by 
Nadia  Litz,  to  deliver  their  goods. 
Susan  takes  an  interest  not  only  in 
the  couple,  but  also  what  they  have 
to  say  on  the  cultural  lessons  of  the 
militant  sixties — and  their  method 


of  equipping  bicycles  with  SUV- 
maiming  armaments. 

The  Varsity  spoke  to  Harkema 
by  phone  last  week  regarding  his 
own  self-described  "sporadic"  and 
slightly  embarrassed  involvement 
with  politics. 


"When  I  was  a  late  teenager,  un- 
der the  sway  and  influence  of  punk 
rock,  I  got  involved  with  the  Green 
Party  and  did  some  canvassing 
and  so  on.  But  when  you're  young 
and  idealistic  like  that,  you  have 
no  patience  and  you  want  imme- 


diate results,  and  the  Green  Party 
is  a  long-term  project.  So  1  drifted 
off  from  that,  and  became  disillu- 
sioned with  politics." 

Harkema  recalls  how  his  rebel 
spirit  was  reignited  after  9/11,  at 
the  age  of  34.  "1  remember  printing 
up  bumper  stickers  protesting  big 
oil  and  slapping  them  on  gas  sta- 
tions. But  having  printed  them  on 
the  wrong  paper,  they  all  fell  down. 
Seems  to  be  a  pretty  good  meta- 
phor for  my  activist  efforts." 

Wright  and  McKellar,  a  couple  in 
real  life,  also  spoke  with  us  about 
their  own  flirtations  with  activism. 
While  Wright  plainly  dismisses  her 
involvement  as  a  brief  stint  with  a 
couple  of  anti-nuke  protests,  McK- 
ellar remembers  living  with  activ- 
ists. "1  lived  in  a  house — a  sort  of 
activist  house — with  a  co-op  on 
Beverly  St.  where  you  had  to  sign 
a  declaration  of  your  political  com- 
mitment before  you  got  in.  So  1  met 
a  lot  of  people  there  who  were  ac- 
tivists and  anarchists,  and  people 
like  the  people  in  the  film.  1  didn't 
do  a  lot  of  protests,  but  1  was  in- 
volved with  some  'other  action.'" 
He  readily  admits  that  sounds  a  bit 
weird. 

The  film  itself  is  cleverly  mod- 
eled after  French  New  Wave,  a  film 
movement  that  had  suggested  that 
the  idea  of  revolutionary  activism 
may  no  longer  hold  a  place  in  North 
American  culture,  where  content- 
ment with  (and  indebtedness  to) 
the  status  quo  overrides  an  outdat- 
ed romantic  need  for  change. 

"People  turn  it  into  a  fad,"  Harke- 
ma comments.  "To  those  of  us  in 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


Dig  Dunes 


Toronto  rockers  heat  things  up  on  a  chilly  night 


CONCERT  REVIEW 


The  Dunes 


Tuesday  Decembers 


The  Horseshoe  Tavern 


Rating:  VVVW 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


While  watching  the  Dunes  set  up  for 
their  Tuesday  night  gig  at  the  leg- 
endary Horseshoe  Tavern,  1  made 
my  way  through  the  thin  crowd  of 
people  to  the  edge  of  the  large  space 
in  front  of  the  stage.  Not  too  bad  for 
a  Tuesday  night,  I  thought.  However, 
as  the  Toronto  quartet  readied  them- 
selves onstage,  1  saw  the  space  fill  in 
significantly,  and  in  what  seemed  like 
the  blink  of  an  eye  1  was  four  or  five 


rows  back.  Now  playing  to  a  packed 
room,  the  Dunes  kicked  off  their  Nu- 
Music  Night  set  to  a  bona  fide  crowd 
cheering  them  on. 

To  be  sure,  a  significant  portion  of 
the  crowd  looked  to  be  of  the  Stella- 
sipping,  Blackberry-wielding  corpo- 
rate career  set,  but  that's  to  be  ex- 
pected, considering  the  Dunes  have 
just  signed  a  big-league  record  deal 
with  Universal  imprint  Curve  Mu- 
sic (Holly  McNarland,  Turn  Off  the 
Stars),  and  now  have  a  shiny  video 
("Do  it  all  the  Time")  in  heavy  rota- 
tion on  Much  Music. 

The  Dunes  singer  Kevin  Pullen  an- 
nounced that  "for  the  next  40  min- 
utes or  so  we're  going  to  give  you  a 
motherfucking  rock  show"  as  the 
band  launched  into  a  new  song  fea- 
turing a  sing-along  chorus  which 
sounded  like  classic  Clash  colliding 
with  the  Cars.  Treating  the  enthu- 
siastic crowd  (one  dude  flailing  in 
front  of  the  stage  looked  a  sloppy 
drunk  who'd  just  been  force-fed  six 
Red  Bulls  by  his  friends)  to  a  mix  of 
tunes  off  their  recently  re-realesed 


2004  record  Socializing  With  Life  and 
new  songs  written  in  between  their 
nearly-non-stop  touring,  the  Dunes 
looked  plenty  happy  to  be  back  on 
home  ice. 

Drawing  on  a  solid  mix  of  rock  influ- 
ences, the  Dunes  are  probably  tired 
of  all  the  Brit  comparisons  (but  seri- 
ously, Pullen  sounds  like  Chris  Mar- 
tin covering  Bends-era  Radiohead 
backed  by  U2  circa  the  Joshua  Tree), 
so,  to  drop  some  Canadian  names, 
their  sound  is  like  a  more  rocking 
Pilate  (or  "Pilot  Speed"  or  whatever 
they're  called  now)  or  a  less  polite  In- 
Flight  Safety.  There  were  also  points 
in  .their  set  when  they  wouldn't  have 
sounded  out  of  place  on  a  Sam  Rob- 
erts or  Stills  compilation.  A  large  part 
of  this  is  thanks  to  Pullen's  sweeping, 
stadium-filling  vocals  and  electric 
stage  presence. 

That  said,  the  rest  of  the  band  aren't 
slouches  either.  Drummer  Todd  Mac- 
Donald  beat  his  kit  like  it  was  hiding 
his  drink  tickets,  his  booming  kick  fill- 
ing the  room,  while  guitarist  Alistair 
Heath  provided  some  mean  melodic 


The  Dunes  frontman  Kevin  Pullen  stares  out  at  a  packed  Horseshoe  Tavern  Tuesday. 


guitar  licks.  At  one  point  I  caught 
bassist  Adam  Koch  dry  humping  his 
bass  with  one  foot  up  on  the  stage 
monitor.  Dude,  be  careful.  Watch 
what  happens  to  Steve  Buscemi's 
character  at  the  end  of  Airheads  and 
you'll  see  what  1  mean! 

The  Dunes'  high  point  was  when 
they  played  their  current  single  "Do 
it  All  the  Time,"  which  is  a  perfect 
drinking/party  tune.  Some  smart 


beer  company  had  better  license  the 
shit  out  of  this  song  soon.  Seriously. 

The  band  wrapped  things  up  to 
thunderous  applause  and  calls  for 
"one  more,"  but  due  to  the  'Shoe's  re- 
spect for  ironclad  set-times,  that  had 
to  be  it.  They're  back  on  tour  until 
the  end  of  the  year,  but  do  yourself 
a  favour,  get  wasted  and  rock  out  at 
a  Dunes  show  next  time  they're  back 
in  town. 
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the  western  consumerist  society, 
revolution  has  become  more  of  a 
Che  Guevara  t-shirt  to  wear.  I've 
been  viewing  political  activism  as 
kind  of  a  quixotic  affair.  I  personal- 
ly think  we've  gone  past  the  curve 
of  saving  the  human  species  from 
extinction,  and  that  those  who  are 
attempting  to  do  so  are  taking  a 
run  at  windmills.  But  at  the  same 
time,  I'm  certainly  on  the  sidelines 
cheering  them  on." 

However,  Harkema's  own  anti- 
establishment  convictions  were 
loud  and  clear  when  it  came  to  the 
subject  of  getting  Monkey  Warfare 
to  the  big  screen.  Receiving  only 
hand-me-down  support  from  Tele- 
film, Harkema's  production  was 
majorly  underfinanced,  the  total 
budget  ringing  in  at  just  about  a 
quarter  of  a  million  dollars.  The  ef- 
fects of  this  can  be  seen  in  the  pic- 
ture, with  a  cast  of  only  three  leads 
and  minimal  supporting  and  extra 
characters. 

Harkema  explains  that  the  lack 


of  support  for  this  distinctly  local 
production  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
"it  wasn't  a  fluffy  romantic  comedy 
that  aspired  to  be  a  big  commercial 
hit  like  My  Big  Fat  Greek  Wedding" 
In  effect,  the  determined  director, 
along  with  his  producers,  had  to 
scrape  together  whatever  financing 
they  could  receive,  at  times  resort- 
ing to  guerilla  filmmaking.  Harke- 
ma himself  fronted  about  fifty-six 
thousand  dollars  from  his  personal 
line  of  credit,  which  forced  him  to 
keep  retreating  to  work  on  other 
projects  just  to  make  ends  meet. 

"The  biggest  struggle  for  me  is 
that  I  have  to  keep  fucking  off  to 
Vancouver  to  edit  projects.  That 
keeps  me  away  from  my  life,  the 
woman  I  love,  and  my  cat.  Try  going 
away  from  your  life  for  five  months 
to  scrape  together  some  money  to 
keep  the  bank  at  bay.  It's  not  fun. 
Meanwhile  Telefilm  is  financing  all 
numbers  of  crappy  movies  to  peo- 
ple who  can  stay,  and  have  their 
home  life,  and  perhaps  buy  nice 
pieces  of  furniture  instead  of  find- 
ing it  on  the  street  like  we  have  to." 


There  is  some  bitter  solace  for 
Harkema  though,  as  he  notes  the 
underperformance  of  projects 
picked  by  Telefilm's  former  execu- 
tive director  Richard  Stursberg. 

"It's  very  satisfying  to  me  to  see 
a  lot  of  these  films  that  were  green- 
lit  as  an  outcome  of  the  Stursberg 
regime  of  Telefilm,  which  were 
essentially  designed  to  be  com- 
mercial romantic  comedy  hits  for 
the  American  market,  just  fucking 
nosedive."  Meanwhile  Harkema's 
own  film  was  deservedly  awarded 
a  special  jury  prize  at  the  Toronto 
International  Film  Festival,  for 
proudly  exhibiting  its  "indie  spirit 
of  the  north." 

Monkey  Warfare  is  now  bracing 
for  its  Toronto  premiere  at  the  new- 
ly refurbished  Royal  Cinema,  which 
re-opens  its  doors  on  December 
15.  It  promises  to  be  an  interesting 
affair,  with  Harkema,  McKellar  and 
Litz  in  attendance  on  opening  night 
for  a  Q&A  after  the  film.  "I'm  really 
excited  about  the  Royal  opening 
again,"  comments  McKellar.  "Hope- 
fully it  will  be  a  big  blowout." 
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international  business  school  partners. 

Take  the  next  step  toward  the  international  career  you've  dreamed  about. 
Find  out  more  about  Queen's  Master  of  Global  Management 

Toll-free:  1.866.861.1615 

E-mail:  queen5ma5ters@business.queen5u.ca 

Web:  qsbmasters.com/globai 

Queen's  Master  of  Global  Management  is  a  full-time,  12-month  program 
beginning  in  September.  No  previous  full-time  work  experience  is  required. 
This  program  is  currently  undergoing  the  OCGS  approval  process. 


ACADMFIC  F.71CF.I.I.F.NCF.  F.XCF.PTJONAl.  F.XPF.RIF.NCF. 
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Weird,  wild  and  wacky  pastimes 

While  most  follow  the  major  sports,  here's  some  competition  for  your  New  Year's  resolutions  list 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


While  U  of  T  covers  most  of  the  major 
sports  and  a  handful  of  less  popu- 
lar ones,  some  truly  bizzare  athletic 
competitions  failed  to  make  it  to  the 
schedule.  For  your  consideration, 
here  are  some  weird  pastimes  that 
will  hopefully  make  The  Varsity's  cut 
in  the  coming  seasons. 


Cheese  rolling 


What  started  as  a  pre-Roman  fertil- 
ity rite  eventually  became  an  annual 
event  in  Cheltenham,  England.  Every 
year  the  townsfolk  congregate  upon 
Cooper's  Hill  and  competitively  roll 
small  wheels  of  Double  Gloucester 
cheese  down  tfie  hill.  The  winner  of 
the  event  receives... a  large  wheel  of 
Double  Gloucester  cheese! 

While  the  event  might  come  off 
as  tame,  don't  let  its  innocence  fool 
you.  Ten  years  ago,  18  of  the  20  con- 
testants were  injured,  and  four  had 
to  be  hospitalized.  By  comparison, 
only  eleven  people  were  injured  in 
the  running  of  the  bulls  in  Pamplona, 
Spain  the  same  year. 


Ferret-legging 


Often  misidentified  as  rodents,  the 
ferret  is  actually  a  carnivore  with 
such  bretheren  as  badgers,  weasels 
and  otters.  Even  so,  many  have  taken 
these  curious,  furry  animals  as  pets. 
While  the  domesticated  ferret  is  a 
social  and  gentle  animal,  wild  ones 
have  earned  the  nicknames  "shark- 
of-the-land,"  "piranhas  with  feet,"  and 
"fur-coated  evil." 

Back  during  the  age  of  ferreting, 
fur-trapping  poachers  often  would 
use  ferrets  as  hunting  animals.  When 
crossed  by  a  gamekeeper,  the  poach- 
ers would  hide  the  creatures  in  their 
pants  to  avoid  getting  caught.  Thus 
the  sport  of  ferret-legging  began. 

Initiated  in  Yorkshire,  England, 
the  participant  must  tie  shut  a  pair 
of  white  pants  (to  better  show  the 
blood)  at  the  ankles,  then  have  a  hun- 
gry ferret  dropped  into  his  pants,  and 
have  his  belt  tightened  at  the  waist. 
Who  ever  cem  endure  the  beast  the 
longest  wins. 

Other  rules:  No  jockstraps,  under- 
pants, or  tight  trousers,  as  the  ferrets 
have  to  be  able  to  move  freely  from 
emkle  to  ankle.  They  have  to  have  a 
full  mouth  of  teeth,  none  of  them  filed 
or  clipped,  and  both  you  cmd  the  fer- 
ret must  be  sober. 

72-year-old  Red  Melor  holds  the  re- 
cord for  longest  duration  of  "keepin' 
'em  down"  with  the  time  of  five  hours 
and  twenty-six  minutes.  The  Guiness 
Book  of  World  Records  refuses  to  rec- 
ognize the  achievement. 


Cow  fighting 


While  bullfights  are  popular  in  much 
of  the  world,  citizens  of  Switzerland 
have  found  their  own  unique  twist 
on  the  violent  and  bloody  sport. 
The  Swiss  pit  pregnant  female  cows 
against  one  another — despite  the 
fact  that  there  is  no  natural  desire 


Clockwise  from  top:  a  19th-century  crowd  huddles  around  a  rat-baiting  pit;  Tomatina  is  well  under  way  In  Spain;  a  pair  of  cows  have 
a  nuzzle-off  for  the  title  of  "Queen  of  the  Alps";  a  "yield  to  cheese  rolling"  sign. 


to  fight  in  the  animals.  So  docile  are 
the  lumbering  quadrapods  that  they 
can't  even  be  prodded  into  a  rage. 

Much  of  the  time  the  cows  moo, 
drool,  kick  the  earth,  or  engage  in 
shoving  matches  to  see  who  will  lead 
the  herd. 

Even  so,  every  October  the  tiny 
town  of  Martigny  have  their  annual 
cow  fight.  While  the  spectacle  is  on 
the  dull  side,  the  Swiss  participants 
are  enthusiastic  over  the  event. 
The  winner  of  the  contest  is  named 
"Queen  of  the  Alps,"  an  honour  that  is 
quite  lucrative  for  the  owner.  Calves 
of  the  winning  cow  sell  for  as  much 
as  $25,000,  ten  times  the  price  of  an 
ordinary  calf. 


Rat  racing 


While  many  tracks  will  take  your 
bets  on  horses  and  greyhounds, 
in  some  private  clubs  in  Moscow, 
Russia,  you  could  take  home  a 
bundle  if  you  pick  the  right  rat. 

One  club,  the  Grand  Dynamo, 
trains  rats  to  race  through  a  neon- 
lit,  glass-encased  racecourse.  Af- 
ter taking  in  the  bets,  with  a  ten 
dollar  minimum,  the  bell  rings  and 
the  rats  are  off. 


Rat  baiting 


An  even  more  popular  prac- 
tice was  rat  baiting,  which  has 


dwindled  since  its  heyday  in  the 
1800's,  but  is  still  practiced  today 
in  Eastern  port  cities.  A  promoter 
would  hire  youngsters  to  trek  to 
the  waterfronts  and  trap  the  big- 
gest rodents  they  could  find.  Each 
rat  would  be  tagged,  caged  and 
starved  until  ravenous.  Then  they 
were  all  placed  in  a  pit,  and  spec- 
tators would  bet  on  which  would 
last  the  longest. 

Tomatoes  and  oranges 

Italy  and  Spain  have  much  in  com- 
mon with  each  other,  one  being 
their  fondness  of  fruit  festivals. 


The  town  of  Ivera,  Italy  cel- 
ebrates the  beginning  of  Lent  ev- 
ery year  by  throwing  upward  of 
400  tons  of  unpeeled,  overriped 
oranges  into  a  crowd  of  4,000  citi- 
zens. The  event  commemorates 
the  the  local  peasant's  struggle 
against  tyranny  during  the  Middle 
Ages. 

Annually,  dozens  of  people  are 
hospitalized  with  broken  noses, 
fractures,  bruises  and  eye  inju- 
ries, with  a  handful  suffering  per- 
manent vision  loss. 

In  the  village  of  Bunol,  Spain 
Tomatina  has  gone  on  every  Au- 
gust for  the  last  50  years,  begin- 
ning spontaneously  when  locals 
got  so  fed  up  with  the  mayor  and 
town  priest  they  pelted  them  with 
the  abundant  fruit.  25,000  Span- 
iards hurl  over  250,000  pounds 
of  ripe  tomatoes  at  each  other  for 
an  hour  until  a  firework  goes  off 
to  end  the  event.  Then  everyone 
starts  cleaning. 

Goldfish  swallowing 

Started  in  1939  by  a  freshman 
at  Harvard  University,  goldfish 
swallowing  began,  surprisingly, 
as  a  dare.  For  $10  young  Lothrop 
Withington,  Jr.  gobbled  up  the  live 
fish.  Then  he  did  it  again,  in  front 
of  a  packed  dining  hall.  Word  got 
around,  and  three  weeks  later 
Frank  Hope,  Jr.  at  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College  in  Pennsylvania 
topped  the  record  by  swallowing 
three  goldfish  in  one  sitting.  Then 
another  student  bested  Hope's  re- 
cord by  swallowing  a  dozen  fish. 
So  it  went,  from  university  to  uni- 
versity, with  the  record  reaching 
300  live  fish  in  one  sitting. 

The  craze  was  put  to  rest  after  a 
report  from  the  IJ.S.  Public  Health 
Service  warned  that  many  goldfish 
contain  tapeworms  that  can  lodge 
in  the  intestines. 


"C/]eapesf&8esf 
Student  Bar  in  Toronto" 

student  Travel  Guide,  London,  UK 


12  THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  7, 2006 


VARSITY  COMICS 


DANCE 
COALITION 
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DANCERS  WANTEDIU 


Festival  of  Dance 

2007 

Call  for  Submissions 

For  submission  form  and  more  info  visif: 
http://utdancecoalltlon.sa.utoronto.ca 


Submission  deadline  -  February  1 6th 
FOD  2007  -  Hart  House  Theatre  -  Mar  29  to  Mar  31 


HART 
HOUSE 


Proudly  Supported  by:  , 

mbna 

FOUNDATION  ?^gVARSITY 


•  printworks* 


DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


It  snowed  1*st  night.  The 
first  snow  of  the  year! 


It's  sincerely 
excellent ! 


It  has  been  unseason- 
ably warm  SINCE  the 
snow,  as  well ! 


I'm  sure  In  a  few  months  I  will  be  bored 
with  the  snow,  but  right  now  It  Is  exciting 
and  magical  and  makes  everything  look 
pretty,  Yes!    it  Is  unfortunate 

that  the  cabin  you're 
stepping  on  has  such 
poor  Insulation,  as  to 
cause  all  the  snow  to 
melt  from  the  roof! 

indeed!    Also,  this 
car  appears  to  be 
recently  driven, 
causing  the  •* 
snow  on  1t  to 
blow  away. 


That  explains  why  we're  all  not 
wearing  snowsults,  and  It's  too  bad, 
because  we'd  look  adorable,  can  you 
Imagine?      y^^,.^  j,,^^  ^^xx^e 

mittens  attached  with 
yarn  through 
the  sleeves 
so  you 
don  t  lose 
them! 

I'd  be 
cut1e! 


Yes,  today  truly  has  been 
a  day  of  frustrated 
expectations! 


CC). 2006  Rysn  North 


www. qwancz.com 


THE  WORLD'S  GREATEST  COMIC  STRIP!  By  Daniel  Kaell 


^SWSOD!  I  ftn,  like; 5000 
m\  SHOULD  1  GO  OM  A 

Diei?  rwae  i  should  ^ 
WoW<  OUT!  00 1  lq^liBC 


v/aL,  I  SUP  Pose,  UH€t4 
TOO  ftRx:H  YOOP.  BftcK  lU 

Does  ?mm^  ft  sit. 


pnYGoo!  u  r; 

SycH  ft  STUPID 

'jep.K»  Hi. LIKE. 

A  P.ULe  THAT 
feuTS  CBn'T  Sf^Y 

BODl€Si 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


rHfW)/?S/7y  IS  SEEKING 
GENERAL  MANAGER 

Duties  include  advertising  and  sales 
including  customer  service  as  well  as 
customer  outreach  and  relationship  build- 
ing, cash  and  budget  management  and 
general  administration.  You  are  assertive, 
organized,  a  strong  communicator,  able 
to  multi-task,  and  have  a  positive  attitude. 
The  ideal  candidate  has  experience  with 
student  societies,  preferably  in  a  university 
setting,  has  experience  with  the  business 
side  of  media  operations,  and  has  two  + 
years  of  business  experience  or  the  equiva- 
lent thereof.  Familiarity  with  Quickbooks  is 
prefen-ed.  Salary:  $20,000  -  $25,000,  plus  a 
performance-based  variable  component. 

ANIMATED  CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS 
NEEDED 

To  present  fun  &  hands-on  activities  in 
elementary  schools.  Car  and  exp.  with 
kids  req'd.  Cool  activities.  Gain  valu- 
able teaching  experience.  Pay:  $22.50/1 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5282  Ext  31  or  email: 
employment@madscience.on.ca 


TRAVEL 


READING  WEEK  IN  LONDON 

Make  this  the  best  break  ever!  .549pp,  all 
accommodation,  breakfast  daily,  various 
sightseeing  tour/tickets,  free  drinks  night 
with  prizes,  free  London  guide  and  lots 
more.  Dates  available  for  17-24  February. 
Ring  1 800  340  9064;  sales@capital-toursltd. 
com;  www.capital-toursltd.com. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


TONIGHT,  THURSDAY  DEC.  TTH, 

Come  out  to  the  [FRAME]  Film  Festival 
and  see  films  for  students  by  students. 
Come  to  Innis  Town  Hall  at  7  p.m.,  for  a 
night  of  great  film,  tasty  food,  and  original 
entertainment. 

LET'S  MAKE  A  DEAL:  QUIT  SMOKING 
AND  WIN  CASH! 

Cut  back,  don't  smoke  when  you  party 
or  don't  start  at  all  and  win  crazy  prizes. 
Check  it  out!!  www.ltpb.tk  (During 
National  Non-smoking  week  in  January.) 


FOR  SALE 


OILSKIN  COATS-T's  the  Season. 

Quality  waterproof  coats  made  from  100% 
cotton.  Long  lasting  and  outstanding  style. 
Full  length  from  $159.  and  mid-length  $145. 
Hats  are  $25.  www.australian-shop.ca 
Tel.  416-322-5826. 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

10-10-940  DISCOUNT  " 
LONG  DISTANCE  SERVICE 

No  contracts  or  signup.  Just  dial  10-10-940 
before  your  call  to  save.  Calls  appear  on 
vour  local  Bell  bill,  www.1010940.com 


LEAVE  THE  PACK  BEHIND: 

Smoking  cessation  services,  self-help 
resources  and  general  tobacco  informa- 
tion: Koffler  Centre,  room  231,  Mondays 
llam-5pm.  www.ltpb.tk 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 

AUDIO  VISUAL  STIMULATION  (AVS); 

Fitness  training  for  the  mind  directly  stimu- 
lates or  relaxes  the  brain  with  various  light 
frequency  devices  and  binaural  sound  pro- 
grams. MIND  PLAYTM,  Cornelia  Laven,  B.A., 
.(416)532-7955. 


The  Varsity  \s  seeking 
general  manager 


Duties  include  advertising  and  sales  including  customer  service  as 
well  as  customer  outreach  and  relationship  building,  cash  and  budget 
management  and  general  administration.  You  are  assertive,  organized, 
a  strong  communicator,  able  to  multi-task,  and  have  a  positive  attitude. 
The  ideal  candidate  has  experience  with  student  societies,  preferably 
in  a  university  setting,  has  experience  with  the  business  side  of  media 
operations,  and  has  two  +  years  of  business  experience  or  the  equivalent 
thereof.  Familiarity  with  Quickbooks  is  preferred.  Salary:  $20,000  -  $25,000, 
plus  a  performance-based  variable  component. 


81^ 
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TUTORING 


TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  Past  tests  and 
exams  with  solution  available  for  prac- 
tice. (416)-785-8898. 


Advertise  in  the  Varsity 

ads@thevarsity.ca 

416-946-7604 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 

the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 

DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6.  Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


Take  your  degree  to  a 
whole  new  level  of  success. 

Lcam  to  manage  intcniational  development  projects  overseas. 

Inlernalional  frojetl  Management  Is  the  only 
postgraduate  program  in  Canada  that  shows  you 
how  your  degree  can  change  llie  world. 

Call  416-675-6622.  exr.  3032  or  email 
rulien.dusdi'humher.txi  fur  further  infinmaliim. 
Apply  for  ail  Business  School  programs  at  the 
OCAS  web  site  -  wmv.ontariocoUeges.co 

Seating  is  Limited! 
<5)'  HUMBER 

The  Business  School 
www.bustness.humber.ca 
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Critics'  darlings  TV  ON  THE  RADIO  tops  Stickin'  it  to  germ 
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//2007:  PREVIEW  MODE 


Wm  this  be 
the  year  of 
the  Student 
Centre? 


If  student  leaders  get  their 
way  this  year,  U  of  T's  St. 
George  campus  may  soon  get 
its  own  student  centre. 

A  Governing  Council  com- 
mittee is  coming  up  with  a 
proposal  for  one,  which  it 
will  present  later  this  term. 

If  everything  goes  accord- 
ing to  plan,  student  lead- 
ers may  give  students  what 
they've  wanted  for  decades 
in  a  levy  referendum  later 
this^rsac  

Reckless  predictions  for  2007: 

//COMMENT 

Stephen  Harper  decides  that  the  envi- 
ronment does  matter  and  the  oil  com- 
panies may  have  it  wrong. 

//A&E 

Apple  Computers  unveils  the  so-called 
iTV  at  its  MacWorld  electronics  fair  this 
week,  enabling  you  to  watch  Internet 
videos  on  the  go. 

//SPORTS 

After  a  16-year  absence,  the  Blue  Jays 
at  last  return  to  the  playoffs  due  to  the 
steady  arm  of  pitcher  Roy  Halladay.  They 
lose  in  the  first  round.. 


Just  a  dream  7 


Hockey...with  bubbles 
//SPORTS  page  10 


// 2006:  YEAR  IN  REVIEW 


Hate  wars 
and  food 


Since  the  60s,  student  leaders  have  been  clamouring  for  a  student  centre  for  U  of  T's  St.  George  campus.  With  U  of  T  president  David 
Naylor  backing  the  idea,  Governing  Council  is  due  to  present  plans  and  cost  estimates  for  the  project  later  this  term. 


Carleton  bans  'anti-choice'  clubs 

Student  union  severs  support  for  some  pro-life 


Naushad  All  Husein 


A  Carleton  University  Students' 
Association's  policy  amendment 
passed  last  month  that  barred 
campus  "anti-choice"  groups  from 
receiving  status  or  funding  has 
raised  controversy,  with  several 
groups  arguing  that  the  policy  in- 
fringes on  the  student  body's  right 
to  free  expression. 

Among  groups  protesting  the  bill 
is  Carleton  Lifeline,  a  pro-life  stu- 
dent group  at  the  university  which 
campaigns  for  the  re-criminaliza- 
tion  of  abortion.  "The  motion  seeks 
to  ban  Lifeline  and  other  pro-life 
groups  from  assembling  in  CUSA 
space  and  obtaining  CUSA  funds 
and  resources,"  said  Sarah  Fletch- 
er, president  of  Carleton  Lifeline. 


"The  motion  will  not  affect  pro- 
life  groups  and  everyone  will  still 
have  a  right  to  their  opinion  on 
the  life  of  a  fetus,"  explained  CUSA 
president  Shawn  Menard,  "but  we 
have  drawn  the  line  at  discrimi- 
natory actions  such  as  throwing 
plastic  fetuses  at  people,  calling 
women  baby  killers,  displaying 
graphic  images  of  botched  abor- 
tions in  public,  etc."  However,  anti- 
choice  groups  tend  to  advocate  the 
re-criminalization  of  abortion,  and 
CUSA  would  be  unwilling  to  sup- 
port efforts  to  remove  a  woman's 
freedom  to  decide  her  best  option 
during  pregnancy. 

The  Carleton  University  Debating 
Society,  however,  said  that  "The 
anti-choice  movement  to  criminal- 
ize abortion  is  ...  a  legitimate  politi- 


cal opinion  that  should  be  allowed 
to  be  expressed." 

Referring  to  CUSA's  decision,  U 
of  T  poli  sci  professor  Nelson  Wise- 
man said  that  "Any  such  move  by 
a  student  union  is  bound  to  mis- 
represent certain  students."  Asked 
whether  he  thought  such  political 
side-taking  is  appropriate  or  not, 
he  responded,  "I  do  not  believe  stu- 
dent unions  should  not  represent 
any  political  opinions  that  are  not 
their  own." 

The  controversy  began  with  a 
debate  between  lifers  and  choicers 
arranged  by  the  Carleton  Lifeline 
in  October,  attended  by  more  than 
200  students.  Reasons  cited  for  the 
proposed  bill  include  harassment 
of  pro-choice  groups  during  that 
debate,  as  well  as  accusations  that 


anti-choice  groups  compromised 
the  personal  safety  and  self-esteem 
of  women  who  are  contemplating 
or  have  had  an  abortion. 

"1  attended  the  entire  debate,  and 
I  can  assure  you  that  no  such  ha- 
rassment took  place,"  said  Fletcher. 
"The  debate  was  videotaped  for 
security  purposes,  and  it  was  re- 
spectful and  peaceful."  The  debate 
was  moderated  by  the  Canadian 
Civil  Liberties  Association.  ' 

On  Dec.  5,  the  CUSA  executive 
voted  25-6  in  favour  of  the  contro- 
versial policy  amendment,  conclud- 
ing an  intense  four-hour  meeting, 
with  the  representative  body  stiffly 
divided  on  the  subject.  The  amend- 
ment states  that  anti-choice  groups 

SEE  ABORTION  ROW  -  PG  3 


fights 


•  In  late  January,  the  Arbor  Room 

announced  its  closure  after  51 
years,  and  despite  large-scale 
student  protests  and  petitions 
with  thousands  of  names,  the 
closure  went  forward,  though  the 
space  went  to  a  private  restau- 
rant instead  of  a  franchised  com- 
pany. The  eatery  is  set  to  reopen 
this  month. 

•  In  March,  Islamophobic  attacks 

came  to  a  head  with  hateful  graf- 
fiti, physical  and  verbal  assaults, 
and  the  hit-and-run  of  a  Muslim 
student.  The  U  of  T  population 
was  galvanized,  holding  meet- 
ings and  rallies  to  support  who 
felt  threatened  on  the  campus 
and  to  ask  how  such  things  could 
happen  on  our  usually  tolerant 
campus. 

•  That  same  month,  the  SAC  elec- 
tion went  forward  with  little  gen- 
uine opposition  to  the  existing 
platform.  Most  of  the  positions 
were  acclaimed. 

•  In  May,  the  university  made 
the  switch  from  previous  food 
services  supplier  Sodexho  to 
Aramark.  Once  again,  protesters 
took  to  the  campus  streets,  most 
of  them  union  workers  fearing 
the  change  would  threaten  their 
jobs,  pay,  and  overall  treatment. 

•  In  June,  17 
Toronto-area 
youths  were  held 
on  terrorism-re- 
lated charges. 
Saad  Khalid,  one 
of  the  detained,  was  a  student  at 
UTM.  Their  trials  will  take  place 
later  this  year. 

SEE  '2006  IN  REVIEW -PG  3 


The  Varsity  is 
proposing  changes 
to  its  bylaws. 


Changes  that  will  make  the 
governance  of  the  paper  more 
transparent  and  give  you,  our 
members,  more  power. 

Review  them  online  at 
www.thevarsity.ca  and 
post  your  comments. 
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//  SATELLITE  CAMPUS  ROUNDUP  2006  < 


UTSC:  New  arrivals 
aplenty-but  no  beer 


Science  Building 

Construction  on  UTSC's  sixth  capi- 
tal project — and  likely  the  last  one 
for  a  while  yet — continued  before 
the  break  as  students  buckled 
down  for  exams.  The  groundbreak- 
ing last  March  saw  U  of  T  President 
David  Naylor  claiming  that  it  will 
provide  "students  at  UTSC  with  a 
phenomenal  environment  where 
they  can  do  top-flight  research." 
The  5,277-square-metre  building, 
however,  will  only  add  "informal 
student  space"  (eg.  benches)  to 
the  study  space-strapped  campus. 

Street  Meat  in  Scarborough 

A  colourful  patio  umbrella  in  front 


of  UTSC's  student  centre  has  sig- 
nalled a  new  source  of  nourish- 
ment that  has  long  been  available 
on  the  St.  George  Campus.  Among 
the  regular  assortment  of  hot  dogs 
and  sausages,  a  Halal  option  is 
also  available.  Whether  or  not  this 
option  will  satisfy  all  Muslim  stu- 
dents and  be  the  SCSU's  "big  step 
forward  in  recognizing  the  needs 
for  Halal  food  on  campus"  remains 
to  be  seen,  since  meat  that  is  not 
Halal  is  also  prepared  with  the 
cart. 

New  Principal 

As  students  basked  during  the  last 
week  of  their  exams,  the  univer- 


COMING  SOON:  Science  Building  under  construction  at  UTSC. 


sity  announced  a  replacement  for 
UTSC's  Principal  Kwong-loi  Shun, 
who  had  resigned  in  September  af- 
ter accepting  a  position  at  the  Chi- 
nese University  of  Hong  Kong. 

Professor  Franco  J.  Vaccarino, 
a  psychologist  with  a  history  of 
involvment  in  a  variety  of  medi- 
cal organizations,  will  start  off  his 
five-year  term  this  July. 


Dry  Campus 

With  the  cancellation  of  the  SCSU's 
2006  Halloween  pub  due  to  staff- 
ing and  cost  issues,  according  to 
the  SCSU,  the  taps  have  run  dry 
throughout  the  fall  semester.  Stu- 
dents, however,  may  be  able  to 
quench  their  thirsts  in  January, 
unless  plans  for  a  "mega  pub"  are 
smashed. 
-KEVIN  KWOK  WONG 


"I  eamed  my  undergraduate  degree, 
now  ^ 

I  want  to  change 

the  world 


Meet  Melissa. 

To  get  the  field  experience  and  practical  skills  to  go  the 
distance,  Melissa  earned  her  Postgraduate  Certificate 
from  Number  in  International  Project  Managennent  in 
only  3  semesters.  She  now  works  as  a  Program  Officer 
for  an  International  Humanitarian  Organization. 
We  think  she'll  make  a  real  difference. 

International  Project  Management,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


fQ'  HUMBER 


The  Business  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


//NATIONAL  NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


At  Nipissing  U,  impeachments 
'swept  under  the  rug' 


A  cease-and-desist  letter  has 
quelled  public  speculation  about 
the  role  of  the  Nipissing  Univer- 
sity Student  Union's  general 
manager  Todd  Fearnley  in  two 
secretive  November  impeach- 
ments. 

NUSU's  board  of  directors 
unseated  president  Kyle  Marsh 
on  Nov.  18  in  a  private  3-2  vote, 
triggering  student  protests  at 
Nipissing  and  elsewhere  against 
Fearnley,  an  unelected  general 
manager  hired  by  the  board  for 
his  business  experience,  voting 
an  elected  representative  from 
office.  Meaghan  Byrnes,  presi- 
dent of  an  affiliated  student  rep- 


resentative group,  was  similarly 
impeached  by  NUSU  earlier  that 
month. 

Former  NUSU  president  Steve 
Evans  accused  the  board  of 
"sweep [ing]  more  and  more  de- 
cisions under  the  rug." 

Since  the  letter  was  sent  by 
Fearnley's  lawyer  to  at  least 
three  students,  including  Marsh 
and  Ryerson  Student  Union's 
Nora  Loreto,  little  has  been  said 
about  the  impeachments.  By- 
rnes announced  on  Dec.  20  that 
will  not  appeal  her  impeachment 
further,  believing  she  will  not 
have  a  fair  hearing. 
-ANDRE  BOVEE-BEGUN 


Student  groups  continue  to  advocate 
for  permanent  prayer  space  for  Muslim 
students.  The  problem'came  to  a  head 
when  fire  marshals  told  students  they 
could  no  longer  pray  in  stairwells,  as 
Muslim  students  had  resorted  to  after 
finding  multi-faith  prayer  facilities  over- 
crowded and  inappropriate  for  their  re- 
ligious needs. 

Doctors  on  the  way 

U  of  T  announced  that  it  would  be  open- 
ing a  fourth  medical  academy  at  UTM 
starting  this  fall.  The  academy  will  have 
a  capacity  for  144  students,  and  will 
employ  videoconference  technology  to 
link  professors  and  students  located  at 
UTM  with  those  at  St.  George  campus, 
where  the  other  three  academies  are 
located. 

Pervert  update 

In  April  2006,  Stephen  Thorne,  a  20- 
year  old  student,  was  arrested  at  his 
residence  on  charges  of  possessing  and 
distributing  child  pornography.  He  has 
been  convicted  and  expelled. 

This  fall,  police  warned  students  to  be 
on  the  lookout  for  a  man  who  had  been 
seen  peeking  through  the  windows  of 
residences.  Four  different  peeping  toms 
have  been  reported  lurking  the  campus 
in  as  many  years. 

Rumble  in  the  stacks 

The  Hazel  McCallion  Academic  Learn- 
ing Centre  was  opened  on  Oct.  10,  of- 
fering much  more  study  space  than 
had  been  available  at  the  school's  old 
library.  The  library  was  opened  before 
construction  was  complete,  and  in  No- 
vember studiers  complained  about  con- 
struction noise. 
-BENSPURR 


Ontario 


The  minimum 


wage  is  going  up. 


If  you're  an  employer,  here's  what  you  need  to  know. 


General 
Minimum  Wage 

Students  under 

18  and  working  not 
more  than  28  hours 
per  week  or  during 
a  school  holiday 

Liquor  Server 

Hunting  &  Fishing 
Guides:  for  less  than 
five  consecutive 
hours  in  a  day 

Hunting  &  Fishing 
Guides:  for  five  or 
more  hours  in  a  day 
whether  or  not  the 
hours  are  consecutive 

Homeworkers  (people 
doing  paid  work  in  their 
home  for  an  employer) 

Current 
wage  rate 

$7.75/hour 

$7.25/hour 

$6.75/hour 

$38.75 

$77.50 

110%  of  the  minimum  wage 

Feb.  1,2007 
wage  rate 

S8.00/hour 

$7.50/hour 

$6.95/hour 

$40.00 

$80.00 

110%  of  the  minimum  wage 

On  February  1,  2007,  the  general  nninimunn  wage  will  increase  to  $8.00  per  hour  from  the  current  rate  of  $7.75  per  hour. 

To  find  out  more  about  how  the  new  minimum  wage  guidelines  affect 
employers  and  employees,  call  or  visit  the  Ministry  of  Labour  web  site. 

Paid  for  by  the  Governnnent  of  Ontario 


ROGERS  I 

Your  World  Right  Now 


Top  10 

RealTrax"'  ring  tunes 

Week  of  January  1 

1 .  All  I  Want  for  Christmas  Is  You 

-  Mariah  Carey 

2.  Fergalicious  « 

-  ferg/e 

3.  I  LUV  It 

•  Young  Jeezy 

4.  I  Wanna  Love  You 

-  Akon 

.5.  Irreplaceable 

^  -  Beyonce 

^S.     Lips  of  an  Angel 

-  Hinder 

7.  Money  In  The  Bank  -f'^ 

-  ur  Scrappy 

8.  Promise 

-  Oara 

9.  Shortie  Like  Mine 

-  Bow  Wow 

10.  Smack  That 

■  Akon 

Text  "PLAY"  to  4800  on  your  Rogers  wireless 
phone  to  dowtiload  your  favourite  ring  tunes  today. 


PHONES 
REBEEINED 


1  -800-531  -5551  www.ontario.ca/minimunnwage 
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VARSITY  NEWS 


//LIFE  IN  A  BUBBLE 


As  if  U  of  T  students  weren't  sheltered  enough  as  it  is.  Budding  golfers  will  soon  be  able  to  practice  their  swings  inside  the 
Varsity  Centre's  new  bubble,  which  was  set  up  last  month.  Measuring  64  metres  wide  and  107  metres  across,  and  tall  enough 
to  fit  a  five-storey  building  at  its  centre,  the  facility  will  host  Varsity  and  intramural  sports  during  the  winter.  The  structure  is 
set  up  at  the  centre  of  the  Varsity  Stadium  running  track,  and  is  part  of  the  university's  redevelopment  of  the  sporting  facility. 
When  complete,  the  $62-million  project  envisions  a  three-  or  four-storey  teaching  and  training  building,  as  well  as  a  makeover 
for  Varsity  Arena. 
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•  In  September,  when  professor 
Doug  Hutchinson  (who  jokingly 
dubbed  himself  "the  pothead  prof" 
in  a  statement  he  sent  to  the  admin- 
istration "outing"  his  puffing)  got  of- 
ficial authorization  to  smoke  mari- 
juana on  campus,  and  was  even 
given  his  own  room  to  do  so.  Having 
used  the  drug  for  medicinal  purpos- 
es for  the  past  10  years,  Hutchinson 
contended  it  didn't  interfere  with  his 
work,  and  invited  students  to  attend 
his  classes  and  evaluate  his  teach- 
ing. Coincidentally,  Hart  House  was 
showcasing  a  much-acclaimed  run 
of  Reefer  Madness  the  same  week 
that  Hutchinson's  news  came  out. 

•  On  the  last  day  of  September, 
the  U  of  T  campus  was  part  of  Nuit 
Blanche,  an  all-night  art  and  culture 
showcase  that  took  place  in  numer- 
ous forms  all  over  the  city. 

•  In  October,  the  Israeli-Palestin- 
ian debate  boiled  over  on  campus 
again,  as  the  Coalition  Against  Israe- 
li Apartheid  organized  a  conference 
that  denounced  Israel's  policies. 
Jewish  campus  groups  denounced 
the  conference.  The  issue  will  likely 
bubble  up  again  next  month  at  Is- 
raeli Apartheid  Week  2007. 

•  Though  its  bid  for  a  levy  increase 
failed  in  October,  student-run  cycle 
shop  the  Bikechain  vowed  to  run 
another  campaign  for  a  funding 
boost  this  term. 

•  At  its  annual  general  meeting  in 
November,  the  Students'  Adminis- 
trative Council,  which  represent  un- 
dergraduate students  at  St.  George 
and  UTM  voted  to  rebrand  itself  as 
the  University  of  Toronto  Students' 
Union  starting  in  May. 

//SCIENCE 

2006:  The  year  of  the 
stem  cell 

The  Korean  cloning  controversy 
made  headlines  at  the  beginning 
of  2006,  a  year  when  the  stem  cell 
debate  took  centre  stage  in  politics 
and  science.  Not  only  did  an  inter- 
national array  of  scientists  meet 
in  Toronto  for  an  annual  stem  cell 
meeting,  but  the  research  presented 


there  suggested  that  scientists  may 
be  able  to  use  skin  cells  to  make  em- 
bryonic stem  cells.  With  Bush's  Sep- 
tember veto  of  the  stem  cell  bill  and 
the  political  antics  that  followed, 
stem  cell  research  is  entering  2007 
with  political  and  medical  promise. 

//SPORTS 

•  Field  Hockey:  In  what  was  coach 


Beth  All's  final  season,  U  of  T  went 
undefeated  en  route  to  the  OUA 
championship  title.  The  Blues  took 
the  bronze  medal  at  the  national 
championship  tournament.  Malinda 
Hapuarachchi  won  Player  of  the 
Year. 

-SANDY  HUEN,  CHRISTOPHE  POIRIER  & 
AMYSMITHERS 


Teaching  Assistants'  Training  Program 
(TATP) 

Winter  Seminar  Series 
Register  Now! 
Sessions  start  on  January  10^^,  2007 

Titles  include: 


Supporting  and  Developing  Blackboard 

Teaching  First  Year  Students 

Voice  Workshops 

Assignment  Design 

Preparing  the  Teaching  Dossier 

Breaking  Bad  News 

Peer  Instruction:  Students  Teaching  Students 

Reflecting  on  Teaching 

Demystifying  Library  Research 

Technology  in  the  Classroom 

Active  Learning  in  the  Classroom 

Service  Learning  Workshop 

Microteaching  Sessions  .  . 


More  sessions  will  be  added  throyghout  the  winter  term. 
Check  website  for  updates! 

All  sessions  are  open  to  University  of  Toronto  graduate  students  and 
undergraduate  students  who  will  be  working  as  teaching  assistants.  You  do  not 
have  to  currently  hold  a  TAship  to  be  able  to  attend  workshops. 

All  sessions  are  FREE!  For  full  seminar  descriptions  please  visit  our  website: 
www,  utoronto .  ca/tatp 
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are  to  be  excluded  from  funding 
and  acknowledgment,  and  bans 
them  from  campus  spaces  man- 
aged by  CUSA.  According  to  the  Ot- 
tawa Citizen,  the  meeting  attracted 
so  many  students  that  it  had  to  be 
moved  into  a  larger  room. 

According  to  reports  in  local 
newspapers,  both  Menard  and  Katy 
Mclntyre,  CUSA  VP  Student  Servic- 
es and  author  of  the  amendment, 
have  received  physical  threats. 

Commenting  on  CUSA's  contro- 
versial decision,  SAC  chairperson 
Jen  Hassum  said  that  "The  decision 
was  made  democratically  and  it  is 
not  our  place  to  make  judgments 
about  it." 

Meanwhile,  the  real  implications 
of  the  motion  are  largely  symbolic. 
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with  pro-life  groups  still  techni- 
cally being  funded  and  recognized 
by  CUSA.  Anti-choice  groups,  as 
determined  by  CUSA,  will  still  be 
allowed  to  campaign  and  hold 
events  on  campus,  although  not  in 
places  under  the  student  union's 
jurisdiction,  and  without  funding 
from  it.  Carleton  Lifeline's  status  as 
a  group  remains  to  be  determined 
at  a  certification  meeting  later  this 
month. 

At  least  one  pro-life  organization. 
University  of  Toronto  Students  for 
Life,  enjoys  club  status  at  this  uni- 
versity. The  club  clashed  with  SAC 
last  summer,  after  being  prevented 
from  inserting  pro-life  pamphlets 
into  frosh  kits.  UTSFL  complained 
that  this  was  on  account  of  the 
organization's  political  views,  but 
SAC  leaders  disputed  that  account. 


A  few  rooms  are  still  available, 
DON'T  WAIT,  BOOK  TODAY! 

•  Incredible  4  star  Gran  Caribe  Real  Cancun 

•  All  Inclusive,  4  restaurants,  tons  of  activities 

•  Optional  5-night  party  pack 


Tons  of  other  Ski  &  Beach  options  available 


187  College  St.  (416)979-2406 

UTSC  Student  Centre  Suite  149 
(416)  283-0009 

UTM  Student  Centre,  East  Wing 
(90S)  820-1162 


niRAVELCUIS 

Canada's  Student  Travel  Experts 

www.travelcuts.com 

1-888-FLY-CUTS  (359-2887) 


NEW  MUSIC  CONCERTS 


RIEN  A  VOIR  II 


(Music  for  Loudspeakers) 


Saturday,  13  Januai7  2007,  8pm 

Isabel  Bader  Theatre 

93  Charles  St.  West  (Victoria  University) 


Guest  Composers 

Ann  Southam  •  Robert  Normandeau  •  John  Oliver  ■  Gilles  Gobeil 

Gyorgy  Ligeti  -  Artikulation  (1958) 

Ann  Southam  -  Fluke  Sound  {1989) 

Gilles  Gobeil  -  Ombres,  espaces,  silences  (2005) 

G3yorgy  Ligeti  -  Glissandi  (1957) 

John  Oliver  -  Nylong  Symphony  (excerpi)  (2005) 

Robert  Normandeau  -  Palitnpsesie  (2006,  rev.  of  ZedKejeM,  2005) 


Illuminating  Introduction  at  7:15  •  Concert  at  8:00 

Tickets:  $25  ($15  Seniors,  $5  Students) 

Info  and  Tickets:  416  961  9594  |  www.newmusicconcerts.com 
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Insight  comes  from 
all  directions. 


You  bring  something  unique  to  the  table,  and  at  Ernst  &  Young, 
you'll  be  encouraged  to  speak  up  and  contribute.  Because  we 
know  that  bringing  together  people  with  different  backgrounds 
and  perspectives  lets  us  deliver  quality  results  for  our  clients. 
It's  why  we've  created  a  work  environment  of  mutual  respect 
that  promotes  your  personal  and  professional  growth  and 
success.  So  visit  us  on  campus  or  at  ey.com/us/careers. 

FORTUNE" 

100  BEST 

c 

TOWORKFORP 


Audit  •  Tax  •  Transaction  Advisory  Services 

Ml  Ernst  &YOUNG 

©  2007  ExHST  &  Your«  up 

Quality  In  Everything  We  Do 

opinions@thevarsity.ca 
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A  New  Year's  resolution  for  Canadian  students 


Ben  Fine  and  Josh  Scheinert  

One  of  the  dominant  narratives  of 
the  20th  century  was  that  of  hu- 
manity's collective  failure  to  stand 
up  to  evil.  When  faced  with  global 
indifference,  however,  one  group  of 
people  consistently  raised  its  voice 
to  demand  justice:  students. 

October  1956:  Hungarian  stu- 
dents march  down  the  streets  of 
Budapest,  triggering  that  country's 
revolt  against  Soviet  rule.  1960s, 
the  American  South:  white  stu- 
dents from  the  North  take  part  in 
"Freedom  Rides"  in  an  attempt 
to  de-segregate  buses  in  the  rac- 
ist South.  Late  1980s,  around  the 
world:  students  help  lead  an  inter- 
national boycott  against  apartheid 
state  South  Africa,  crippling  its 
economy  and  helping  bring  down 
the  regime. 

Fast-forward  to  2007,  Darfur.  Its 
endless  graveyards  are  evidence  of 
crimes  against  humanity.  Burned 
villages  are  becoming  permanent 
reminders  of  what  has  thus  far 
transpired  under  our  watch.  The 
faces  of  refugees  tell  stories  of  un- 
speakable horror. 

But  in  Darfur,  the  tides  have  been 
turning.  World  leaders  and  celeb- 
rities alike  are  speaking  out.  UN 


Secretary  General  Ban  Ki-moon 
has  called  the  situation  "unaccept- 
able." The  UN  Human  Rights  Coun- 
cil held  a  special  session  on  Darfur. 
Sudan  is  starting  to  feel  the  pres- 
sure. In  short,  we  are  moving  closer 
to  putting  UN  peacekeepers  on  the 
ground  to  strengthen  civilian  pro- 
tection. 

We  are  at  a  critical  moment.  It  is 
time  that  Canadian  students  join 
together  en  masse  to  pressure  our 
government  to  take  concrete  steps 
to  bring  about  an  end  to  the  killing 
in  Darfur.  After  four  years  of  inac- 
tion, over  200,000  dead,  and  mil- 
lions displaced,  we  need  to  take  a 
stand.  "Never  again"  means  never 
again. 

Canada  can  and  must  take  on  a 
leadership  role  in  ending  this  cri- 
sis. On  the  diplomatic  front  we  can 
help  jump-start  a  multilateral  mis- 
sion to  protect  civilians.  Our  CF-18 
aircraft  could  help  enforce  a  no-fly 
zone  to  prevent  Sudanese  aircraft 
from  bombing  villages  as  they  aid 
the  janjaweed  militias.  Financially, 
our  aid  dollars  can  provide  criti- 
cal support.  It's  time  we  come  out 
and  commit,  because  we  have  the 
capacity  to  lead. 

Acting  on  that  capacity  is  simple. 
The  prime  minister  needs  to  pick 


The  Darfur  refugee  crisis  has  spilled  into  neighbouring  Chad. 


up  the  phone  and  rally  his  govern- 
ment and  world  leaders  to  join  in 
implementing  a  strong  multination- 
al force  on  the  ground  to  protect 
civilians.  To  this  point  he  has  not 
been  nearly  vocal  enough,  and  we 
are  seeing  the  results  of  inaction. 
But  politicians  do  not  act  without 


a  reason.  If  the  prime  minister 
is  going  to  pick  up  the  phone  he 
needs  to  see  that  his  constituents 
demand  more — that  Canadians  de- 
mand leadership. 

This  is  where  we  come  in.  Stu- 
dents know  how  to  organize  and 
mobilize;  we  do  it  on  our  campuses 


every  day.  We're  experts  at  writing 
letters,  signing  petitions  and  get- 
ting our  message  out  there.  This  in- 
stance should  be  no  different.  From 
Victoria  to  St.  John's,  it's  time  Cana- 
dian students  speak  as  one  national 
voice  demanding  a  real  response  to 
the  Darfur  crisis. 

The  narrative  of  the  21st  century 
is  being  written  as  Darfur  is  at  a 
crossroads.  As  students,  we  have  a 
critical  role  to  play  in  shaping  his- 
tory. Either  Darfur  will  start  to  live 
again  or  it  will  continue  to  perish. 
Let  us  fight  for  change  as  hard  as 
students  have  before  us.  For  if  we 
don't,  and  Darfur  dies,  a  part  of  our 
humanity  dies  with  it. 

"A  New  Year's  resolution  for  Cana- 
dian students"  is  being  published  in 
over  two  dozen  student  newspapers 
in  all  provinces  and  both  official  lan- 
guages. 

Ben  Fine,  the  Executive  Director  of 
STAND  Canada  (Students  Taking 
Action  Now:  Darfur)  is  a  student 
in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  at  the 
University  of  Toronto.  Josh  Scheinert, 
STAND  Canada's  Advocacy  and 
Communications  Director,  is  a 
student  at  Osgoode  Hall  Law  School, 
www.  standcanada.  org 
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Climate  change  has 
country  seeing  green 


Andrea  Hirsch 


Another  year  has  come  and  gone, 
and  it  is  inevitably  time  to  reopen 
those  textbooks  and  personal  plan- 
ners to  try  and  figure  out  a  way  to 
make  this  year  better  than  the  last. 
You  hear  yourself  making  promises 
like  "I  will  go  to  my  lectures  this 
semester"  and  "I  will  not  start  to 
write  papers  the  day  before  they 
are  due." 

You  may  also  be  thinking  of  new 
and  innovative  ways  to  bolster  that 
resume  or  give  some  of  your  spare 
time  to  charitable  organizations.  Af- 
ter all,  this  is  the  year  you  are  going 
to  become  the  person  you  always 
wanted  to  be — thoughtful,  orga- 
nized, conscientious. 

But  with  so  many  causes  and  ca- 
tastrophes in  our  midst,  it  can  be 
difficult  to  pick  just  one  direction 
to  devote  our  time  and  energy.  For 
those  of  you  who  have  yet  to  make 
that  elusive  New  Year's  resolution,  I 


urge  you  to  consider  environmental 
activism. 

Here  we  have  an  issue  that  touch- 
es all  Canadians.  Be  it  the  media  or 
grassroots  organizations,  it  seems 
like  everyone  is  becoming  more  in- 
volved in  the  world  of  environmen- 
tal activism,  leaving  lots  of  room  for 
the  average  citizen  to  participate. 
Even  stars  like  Harrison  Ford  and 
Robert  Downey  Jr.  have  used  their 
celebrity  to  support  environmental 
efforts  instead  of  other  world  issues 
like  AIDS  in  Africa  or  the  genocide 
in  Darfur. 

The  consequences  of  environ- 
mental degradation  are  real,  and 
the  desire  for  change  is  becoming 
a  force  to  be  reckoned  with  on  a 
global  scale.  According  to  the  Cana- 
dian Automobile  Association's  2006 
public  opinion  survey,  nearly  60  per 
cent  of  Canadians  are  extremely 
concerned  about  climate  change 
and  global  warming.  Another  48 
per  cent  gave  our  federal  Conser- 


vative government  a  poor  grade 
when  it  came  to  addressing  climate 
change. 

It  is  time  we  dedicated  our  time, 
energy,  and  money  to  really  mak- 
ing our  voices  heard,  so  that  we  can 
make  changes  locally  and  incite 
change  globally.  For  if  we  all  sit  back 
and  wait  for  others  to  take  charge 
and  clean  up  the  mess  we  all  have 
made,  it  will  one  day  be  too  late. 

While  Canada  has  abandoned 
the  environmental  commitments 
it  made  under  the  Kyoto  Accord, 
California's  government  has  imple- 
mented policies  that  meet  and  even 
surpass  those  stipulated  by  the  in- 
ternational treaty.  It's  time  to  ques- 
tion the  wisdom  behind  Canada's 
environmental  goals.  The  Conser- 
vatives have  attempted  to  justify 
the  withdrawal  from  Kyoto  by  pro- 
posing their  own  "made-in-Canada" 
approach,  but  Canadians  quickly 
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On  your  mark,  TAs 

Re:  Students  used  for  'cheap 
labour':  TA  union,  Nov.  23 

As  a  TA  for  the  Intro  Psych  course 
at  UTM,  I  am  in  a  unique  position 
to  comment  on  the  commotion 
created  by  CURE  3902's  grievance 
over  the  peer  grading  system  in 
PsyAOl  at  UTSC.  On  one  hand, 
peer  evaluation  by  qualified 
experts  is  an  integral  part  of  any 
scientific  field,  and  developing  this 
skill  early  in  one's  academic  career 
is  a  great  idea.  On  the  other  hand, 
resorting  to  peer  grading  as  a 
substitute  for  expert  graduate  TAs 
is  unfair  to  the  students. 

What  does  CUPE  3902  want? 
Real,  live,  expert  TAs  grading 
writing  assignments.  What  do 
undergrads  want?  Fair  marks  from 
real,  live,  expert  TAs.  But  several 
people  involved  in  this  debate,  in- 
cluding Prof.  Joordens,  claim  that 
grading  written  assignments  in  a 
course  this  large  is  financially  and 
logistically  unfeasible. 

With  all  due  respect,  such  state- 
ments are  simply  not  true.  Con- 
sider UTM's  Intro  Psych  course, 
in  which  writing  assignments 
form  a  large  portion  of  students' 


grades.  The  size  of  the  class  is  the 
same  (about  1500)  as  at  UTSC,  but 
with  sufficient  TA  resources  and 
good  management,  the  written 
portion  of  the  UTM  course  is  an 
overwhelming  success.  What's  the 
difference?  Sixteen  TAs,  two  lab 
instructors  and  two  professors  at 
UTM,  compared  to  three  TAs  and 
one  professor  at  UTSC. 

If  money  is  the  issue,  and  UTSC 
claims  that  they  want  more  TAs 
for  Prof.  Joordens  but  can't  pay 
for  them  (even  though  revenue 
from  this  course  is  approximately 
$3  million),  the  admin  should 
remember  who  pays  for  the  course 
and  for  the  university  to  exist:  the 
students.  And  what  do  students 
want?  TAs. 

Jon  Prince 

CUPE  3902  Steward,  Psychology 
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Carleton  University  offers  more  than  100 
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■  26  engineering  and  design  programs  including  electrical, 
computer  and  biomedical  engineering 
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public  policy  and  administration,  and  journalism 

■  32  science  programs  including  computer  science,  biology, 
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■  16  arts  and  social  science  programs  including  public  history, 
behavioural  neuroscience,  and  art  and  its  institutions 

Benefit  from  our  convenient  location  in  the  heart  of  Canada's 
capital,  the  option  to  study  full-  or  part-time  and  over  $22M 
in  financial  support. 

Find  out  why  a  Carleton  graduate  program  is  right  for  you. 
Visit  our  website  for  more  information. 
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Canada's  natural  beauty,  as  enjoyed  in  Algonquin  Park,  is  at  risk  if  the  drastic  effects  of  climate  change  are  not  addressed. 
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rejected  the  weak  Clean  Air  Act. 
This  is  an  issue  that  deserves  the 
effort  and  time  of  our  elected  gov- 
ernment— an  issue  that  begs  the 
attention  of  Stephen  Harper  him- 
self. David  Suzuki,  Canada's  most 
renowned  environmental  scientist, 
insists  that  we  need  a  public  aware- 
ness campaign  that  puts  climate 
change  and  pollution  at  the  top  of 
the  list. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  slow-mo- 
tion catastrophe.  The  most  promi- 
nent argument  against  environmen- 
tal protection  and  change  revolves 
around  the  idea  that  global  warming 
and  the  depletion  of  environmental 
resources  is  merely  a  cyclical  chain 
of  events  that  occurs  naturally  as 
the  earth  ages.  But  we  cannot  lis- 
ten to  the  arguments  set  forth  by 
groups  with  vested  interests,  like 


the  fossil  fuel  and  automobile  indus- 
tries, whose  focus  on  profit  clearly 
shapes  their  points  of  view.  It  has 
been  proven  that  16,000  Canadians 
die  annually  because  of  the  burning 
of  fossil  fuels,  not  to  mention  the 
obvious  affects  this  practice  has 
on  the  climate.  After  all,  the  auto- 
mobile industry  fought  for  decades 
to  oppose  seat  belts  and  air  bags 
because  the  cost  was  supposedly 
prohibitive,  but  we  would  never 
imagine  making  cars  today  without 
either. 

The  question  then  remains:  how 
are  we  supposed  to  get  involved? 
How  can  concerned  citizens  make 
their  voices  heard?  The  most  daunt- 
ing task  for  would-be  volunteers  is 
getting  started.  Toronto  has  many 
organizations,  the  most  notable  be- 
ing the  Toronto  Environmental  Alli- 
ance, which  would  love  the  support 
of  hard  working,  well-educated  in- 


dividuals. TEA'S  philosophy  targets 
not  only  the  Toronto  core,  but  also 
aims  for  change  on  a  global  scale. 

Franz  Hartmann,  TEA's  co-execu- 
tive director,  believes  that  "[t]fie 
number  one  global  issue  is  climate 
change.  In  Toronto,  we  also  have  to 
worry  about  smog,  which  has  es- 
sentially the  same  root  causes  as 
climate  change.  We  have  to  change 
how  Toronto  and  the  planet  think 
about  and  use  energy.  The  good 
news  is  that  if  we  deal  with  climate 
change  properly,  we  create  a  won- 
derful, sustainable  future.  There  is 
everything  to  gain  and  nothing  to 
lose  by  acting  now." 

If  you'd  like  to  work  with  concerned 
individuals,  community  groups,  and 
professionals  who  all  seek  a  greener 
world,  the  TEA  is  looking  for  your 
help.  Visit  www.torontoenvironment 
org  for  more  information. 
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Before  the  bug  bites 

Vaccines  protect  us  from  viruses  that  cause  polio  and  smallpox,  but  there  are  no  vaccinations 
for  some  of  the  most  common  bacteria  that  plague  us.  Developing  bacterial  vaccines  for  these 
bothersome  bugs  is  an  uphill  battle— NIRA  DATTA  investigates 


We  are  continually  exposed 
to  millions  of  microbes, 
parasites  and  toxins  that 
would  love  to  invade  our  bodies 
and  cause  disease.  Considering  the 
teeming  microscopic  life  around  us, 
it's  a  wonder  we  usually  manage  to. 
escape  these  microbial  threats  and 
the  harmful  infections  they  cause. 

The  reason,  of  course,  is  the  re- 
markable protection  mechanism 
inside  our  bodies  called  the  im- 
mune system,  a  carefully  designed 
network  of  cells,  organs,  and  tis- 
sues that  ward  off  pathogenic  or- 
ganisms. How  the  immune  system 
can  better  battle  the  changing 
landscape  of  antibiotic-resistant 
microbial  menaces  is  a  question  a 
community  of  scientists  at  U  of  T  is 
facing. 

The  beauty  of  the  immune  sys- 
tem— and  the  pivotal  function  that 
researchers  exploit — is  its  long- 
term  memory.  After  it  clears  an 
infection,  which  generally  takes 
about  ten  days,  it  stores  a  snapshot 
of  the  pathogen  in  case  of  future 
infections.  This  is  termed  the  adap- 
tive immune  response.  The  next 
time  the  same  pathogen  enters  the 
body,  the  immune  system  attacks 
and  kills  it  much  faster  than  the 
first  time  it  infected  the  body. 

While  it  is  a  robust  defence 
against  infections,  like  all  biological 
systems,  the  immune  system  isn't 
perfect  and  may  take  longer  than 
it  should  to  recognize  a  familiar 
pathogen.  This  can  be  especially 
dangerous  if  the  pathogen  causes 
serious,  or  fatal  disease. 

One  way  to  ensure  that  our  im- 
mune systems  are  primed  and 
ready  to  fight  a  pathogenic  invader 
is  through  bacterial  vaccination. 
White  human  vaccines  are  more 
often  designed  to  fight  viruses,  sci- 
entists have  developed  vaccines 
to  stop  bacterial  pathogens  in  live- 
stock and  domestic  animals  for  a 
near  century.  Human  bacterial  vac- 
cines for  diseases  such  as  tetanus 
and  diphtheria  are  a  more  recent 
development. 

"The  vaccine  allows  your  im- 
mune system  to  take  care  of  the 
pathogen.  It's  like  a  wanted  poster 
on  a  wall  that  says,  'This  is  what 
we're  looking  for  and  if  you  find  it, 
don't  wait  to  see  if  it's  a  good  guy 
or  not,'"  said  Dr.  Scott  Gray-Owen, 
professor  of  microbiology  and  mo- 
lecular biology  at  U  of  T. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  bacterial 
vaccines.  Acellular  bacterial  vac- 
cines consist  of  two  or  more  anti- 
gens, which  are  specific  proteins  or 
sugars  derived  from  the  pathogen's 
surface.  Mixtures  of  these  antigens 
will  generate  an  adaptive  immune 
response.  Cellular  vaccines  consist 
of  whole  bacterium,  either  dead  or 
genetically  engineered  to  remove 
its  ability  to  cause  disease.  Either 
vaccine  will  protect  against  the 
real  thing. 

An  effective  bacterial  vaccine 
includes  an  antigen  unique  to  the 
single  pathogen,  like  a  barcode  for 
a  microbe.  This  gives  the  immune 
system  a  glimpse  of  the  bacterium, 
which  it  stores  it  in  its  memory, 


Getting  shots  before  traveling  abroad  has  become  routine,  but  what  about  the  bacteria  here  at  home? 


prepared  for  future  invasion. 

Finding  these  barcodes  is  a  major 
challenge,  however,  because  many 
bacteria  evade  the  immune  system 
by  changing  their  antigen  barcodes 
in  a  mini-evolutionary  race  call  an- 
tigenic variation. 

Gray-Owen  studies  two  patho- 
genic bacteria.  A',  gonorrhoeae 
which  causes  gonorrhea  and  A'. 
meningitidis,  the  leading  cause  of 
bacterial  meningitis.  Vaccines  have 
yet  to  be  developed  against  either 
disease. 

"Neisseria  gonorrhoeae  is  a  mas- 
ter at  antigenic  variation.  It  chang- 
es its  surface  at  such  a  high  rate. 
N.  meningitidis  is  also  notorious 
for  changing  its  barcode,  which  is 
a  sugar  capsule  located  on  its  sur- 
face," said  Gray-Owen. 

"There  have  been  many  attempts 


to  find  a  single  protein  or  other  an- 
tigen that  is  conserved  among  all 
N.  meningitidis  or  N.  gonorrhoeae 
strains  with  no  success  so  far.  We 
are  now  trying  to  find  small  regions 
on  various  proteins  that  are  con- 
served and  then  focus  the  immune 
response  on  these,"  explained 
Gray-Owen. 

Scientists  are  also  racing  to  de- 
velop a  vaccine  for  5.  aureus,  the 
most  common  cause  of  infections 
acquired  in  hospitals. 

"5.  aureus  is  very  well  adapted 
for  growth  in  the  blood.  It  colo- 
nizes areas  of  tissue  disruption, 
where  the  normal  protective  bar- 
rier of  the  skin  is  disrupted,  such 
as  occurs  in  surgery,"  explains  Dr. 
Martin  McGavin,  professor  of  labo- 
ratory medicine  and  pathobiology 
at  U  of  T. 


Since  S.  aurerus  appears  to  be 
evolving  rapidly  into  strains  that 
are  resistant  to  antibiotics,  it  is 
becoming  more  of  a  problem  for 
healthcare  and  a  vaccine  for  5.  au- 
reus is  increasingly  important.  As  a 
result,  pharmaceutical  companies 
are  reluctant  to  fund  anti-biotic  de- 
velopment against  the  pathogen,  es- 
pecially when  bacterial  resistance 
rapidly  follows. 

Advances  in  proteomic  tech- 
niques, combined  with  the  availabil- 
ity of  genome  sequence  data,  have 
helped  scientists  tackle  the  prob- 
lem of  antigenic  variation.  These 
tools  allow  scientists  to  identify  the 
entire  complement  of  proteins  that 
are  expressed  on  the  surface  of  a 
bacterium.  Any  one  of  these  pro- 
teins, or  even  a  piece  of  one,  may  be 
a  potential  vaccine  antigen. 


The  tech  of  torture 

Though  electric  shock  experiments 
have  been  outlawed  for  40  years,  the 
study  of  the  human  psyche  under 
extreme  conditions  has  a  new  play- 
ground; virtual  reality.  Research- 
ers at  University  College  of  London 
have  recreated  the  studies  set  up  in 
the  sixties  by  Stanley  Milgram,  who 
found  that  people  would  give  what 
they  understood  as  lethal  shocks  to 
others  if  persuaded  by  an  authority 
figure.  In  the  virtual  experiments, 
some  participants  saw  and  heard  a 
female  avatar  in  virtual  reality  while 
others  communicated  with  her 
through  text.  The  virtual  female  was 
given  a  series  of  tests  and  if  she  an- 
swered incorrectly,  the  participants 
were  encouraged  by  an  authority 
figure  to  punish  her  with  an  electric 
shock  which  increased  in  intensity 
with  each  erroneous  answer.  All  par- 
ticipants that  communicated  with 
her  through  text  gave  the  maximum 
number  of  20  shocks  while  a  small 
number  of  participants  seeing  and 
hearing  the  virtual  female  gave  less 
than  19  shocks.  Despite  knowing  that 
the  experiment  was  not  real,  the  par- 
ticipant's behaviour  was  consistent 
with  Milgram's  finding  that  people 
will  often  inflict  horrific  punishment 
on  another  if  sanctioned  by  an  au- 
thority figure.  The  UCL  researchers 
see  virtual  reality  as  an  encouraging 
opportunity  to  study  human  behav- 
ioural psychology  in  situations  that 
cannot  be  created  in  reality. 
Source:  CBCNews 
— SANDY HUEN 

Seeing  back  to  see  forward 

New  brain-imaging  data  from  Wash- 
ington University  in  St.  Louis  sug- 
gests that  imagining  the  future  may 
have  much  to  do  with  our  ability  to 
recall  the  past.  Researchers  studied 
the  brain  activity  of  college  students 
that  were  given  ten  seconds  to  either 
recall  an  event  from  their  own  past, 
envision  themselves  experiencing 
an  event  in  the  future,  or  picture  a 
celebrity  participating  in  an  event 
they  may  have  experienced  in  their 
own  past,  like  getting  lost  or  attend- 
ing a  birthday  party.  The  team  found 
complete  overlap  in  the  regions  of 
the  brain  used  for  remembering 
one's  past  and  envisioning  one's 
future.  They  suggested  this  over- 
lap explains  the  subjects'  tendency 
to  place  future-oriented  images  in 
the  context  of  familiar  places  and 
people.  Subjects  reported  that  sce- 
narios with  celebrities  were  less 
vivid  in  their  imaginations,  and 
researchers  found  that  fewer  over- 
lapping networks  were  activated  in 
these  scenarios,  centering  on  the 
brain's  semantic  area,  responsible 
for  context-free  general  knowledge 
of  the  world.  Scientists  say  the  find- 
ings support  the  theories  explain- 
ing cognitive  anomalies  in  people 
with  severe  depression  or  amnesia. 
For  example,  amnesiac  patients  can 
usually  understand  the  future  in  an 
abstract  sense  (e.g.  the  threat  of 
global  warming),  but  not  envision 
themselves  in  specific  scenarios 
(e.g.  riding  a  bike). 
Source:  Washington  University  in  St. 
Louis  news  service 
— ABIGAIL  SLINGER 
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Soundtrack  '06:  The  year  in  music 


Top  Ten  Recordings  of  2006 


— '» 

r 

1.  TV  on  the  Radio  -  Return  to  cookie  Mountain 
(Interscope)  Because  first  single  "Wolf  Like  Me" 
was  the  best  song  of  2006,  but  also  because  this 
Bowie-approved  NYC  outfit  has  found  the  line 
between  indie  avant-garde  and  music  that's  ac- 
tually entertaining. 

2.  Tokyo  Police  Club  -  a  Lesson  in  Crime  (Pa- 
per Bag)  Rolling  Stone  named  this  local  quartet's 
third  best  song  ("Cheer  it  On")  the  47th  best 
song  of  2006.  Strangely,  their  undeniably  infec- 
tious stand-out  track  "Nature  of  the  Experiment" 
failed  to  make  the  list.  What  gives? 

3.  Hot  Chip  -  The  Warning  (DFA)  Bedroom  elec- 
tro perfected.  Singles  like  "No  Fixed  State"  and 
"Over  and  Over"  will  have  a  welcome  home  on 
indie  dance  floors  for  years  to  come. 

4.  I  Love  You  But  I've  Chosen  Darkness  - 

Fear  is  on  Our  Side  (Secretly  Canadian)  Contain- 
ing a  serious  contender  for  best  rock  single  of 
the  year  ("According  to  Plan")  Austin  Texas'  ILY- 
BICD  makes  up  for  their  unwieldy  moniker  with 
a  collection  of  downtrodden  hits  in  the  vein  of 
Disintegration-era  Cure  and  Gang  of  Four. 

5.  Fucked  Up  -  Hidden  World  iJade  Tree)  Just  as 
their  feud  with  Billy  Talent  cooled,  these  locals 
veterans  released  Hidden  World,  their  debut  LP 
and  a  welcome  throwback  to  80s  hardcore. 

6.  Uncut  -  Modern  Currencies  (Paper  Bag)  To- 
ronto's best  dark-rock  outfit  channel  J  Mascis  on- 
"Dark  Horse,"  and  Jim  Reid  on  "Kiss  Me."  Jake 
who? 

7.  Cities  in  Dust  -  mght  creatures  (Paper  Bag) 
Hardcore,  meet  indie  rock.  Now  fight. 

8.  Cadence  Weapon  -  Breaking  Kayfabe  (Up- 
per Class)  How  rough  can  Edmonton  be?  This  ra- 
zor sharp  indie  rapper  uses  humourous  rhymes 
and  skillful  production  to  fill  us  in,  and  landed  a 
Polaris  nod  in  the  process. 

9.  The  Coast  -  ^/^(Aporia)  These  U  of  T  shoe- 
gazers  are  on  the  up  and  up  thanks  to  this  splen- 
did Brit-influenced  EP.  MTV  recently  called  them 
"Canada's  best  kept  secret,"  an  appropriate  title 
now,  but  one  which  certainly  won't  last. 

10.  CSS  -  Cansei  de  SerSexy  (Sub  Pop)  Brazilian 
hipsters  cracking  jokes  about  Paris  Hilton  and 
Death  From  Above  over  wicked  electro  beats. 
What's  not  to  love? 

Honourable  mentions-.  Malajube-7rompe-/'ce//, 
Thorn  Yorke  -  The  Eraser,  October  Guard  -  S/T, 
Anagram  -  After  Dark,  The  Gossip  -  Standing  in 
the  Way  of  Control 


Marked  more  by  strong  singles  than  masterpiece  albums,  2006  didn't  see  any  major  shifts 
in  mainstream  or  underground  currents.  Minor  movements  like  rock's  renewed  interest  in 
the  shoegazer  sounds  of  the  early  90s,  and  the  continued  rise  of  electro  coupled  with  its 
successful  fusion  with  street-level  hip-hop  were  enough  to  instill  a  faith  that  the  current 
trend  of  independent  innovation  and  pop  perfection  is  still  going  strong.  In  Toronto,  the  local 
scene  is  still  burgeoning  with  bands  like  Tokyo  Police  Club,  Fucked  Up,  Born  Ruffians  and 
The  Coast  all  poised  to  take  on  bigger  markets  in  the  coming  year.  So  without  further  ado, 
here  are  JORDAN  BIMM's  picks  for  last  year  in  music. 


10  Worst /Most 
disappointing 


1.  Poetikal  -  Cnartlcal  (3-P  En- 
tertainment) Neither  gnarly  nor 
radical  Gnartical  is  quite  possibly 
the  worst  sound  recording  of  all 
time.  Seriously  Ben,  stop  wearing 
the  shark  suit,  stop  making  music. 
Poetikal's  thoughtless  attempt  at 
electro-pop  makes  feckless  half- 
wits like  Sugar  Ray  and  Smash 
Mouth  look  like  musical  geniuses. 

2.  OmniSOUl  -  Things  That  Could 
be  Said  (Wind-up)  Do  Dave  Mat- 
thews and  Jason  Mraz  really  have 
to  meet  Oasis? 

3.  The  Killers  -  Sam's  Town  (Is- 
land) In  October,  Killers  front- 
man  Brandon  Flowers  claimed 
his  Boss-tinged  Sam's  Town  to 
be  "one  of  the  best  albums  in  the 
past  twenty  years"  which  simul- 
taneously confirmed  that  he  is 
both  incredibly  self-centred  and 
an  idiot. 

4.  Mandy  Kane  -  Murder  in  the 
Daylight  (Mummy's  Boy)  "If  the 
good  die  young,  why  am  I  still 
here?"  Think  about  it  Mandy,  it's 
because  you  suck. 

5.  The  stills  -  without  Feathers 
(Vice)  Logic  won't  break  your 
heart,  but  this  thoroughly  bland 
follow-up  will. 

6.  The  Dears  -  Gang  of  Losers 
(MapleMusic)  It's  a  great  indie 
rock  record...  minus  anything  re- 
motely catchy. 

7.  Red  Hot  Chili  Peppers  -  sta- 
dium Arcadlum  (Warner  Bros.) 
When  will  bands  learn  that  dou- 
ble albums  always  contain  at 
least  one  album's  worth  of  filler? 
Stadium  makes  you  dream  of  Call- 
fornication. 

8.  Faktion  -  S/T  (Roadrunner) 
The  fact  that  label  Roadrunner 
dropped  Faktion  after  only  eight 
months  is  proof  this  hard-rock  re- 
cord really  flopped. 

9.  Gnarls  Barkley  -  St.  Elsewhere 
(Warner  Music)  What  was  all  the 
fuss  about?  10  years  from  now  no 
one  will  remember  when  (or  why) 
they  lost  their  mind  to  this  over- 
rated fad. 

10.  jackSOUl  -  My  Soul  (Sony)  An 
easy-listening  Radiohead  cover  is 
only  one  of  many  missteps  on  this 
jazzy  embarrassment. 


2006  Breakups -RIP 


The  Deadly  Snakes  -  Acclaimed  Toronto  garage  legends 
finally  achieve  commercial  success,  then  succumb  to  inter- 
nal venom. 

Death  From  Above  1979  -  Although  secretly  decided 
more  than  a  year  ago,  Toronto  noise-rock  duo  officially  an- 
nounced their  split  on  August  3. 

COntrOller.COntroller  -  After  failing  to  bulld  on  their  de- 
but EP's  buzz,  singer  Nirmala  Basnayake's  departure  effec- 
tively killed  these  promising  PiL-poppers. 

From  Fiction  -  summer  2OO6:  Math-rock  class  dismissed! 

The  Organ  -  Dreamy  Morrissey-influenced  femmes  con- 
firm breakup  rumours  on  December  7. 

The  Daybreak  -  The  sun  sets  for  these  promising  local 
brit-rockers. 

Cadeaux  -  The  best  band  to  come  out  of  Vancouver  this 
decade,  this  five  piece  post  punk  outfit  got  killed  when  Van 
City  dance-rockers  You  Say  Party  We  Say  Die!  poached 
their  drummer  and  vocalist. 

The  Winter  Equinox  -  creative  electro-experimenters  di- 
vided into  four  new  bands  on  Feb  27. 

Spitfires  and  Mayflowers  -  vice  approved  mdie  pirates 

walked  the  plank  after  guitarist  Henri  Faberge's  side  proj- 
ect The  Adorables  got  big.  Bassist  Andy  Lloyd  joined  in  the 
mutiny. 

Sleater-Kinney  -  Veteran  indie  rockers  went  on  perma- 
nent hiatus  after  releasing  their  master-work  The  Woods  in 
2005. 

Granddaddy  -  The  "American  Radiohead"  fades  out. 

Out  Hud  -  NYC  electro  kids  amicably  split  to  concentrate 
on  their  better-known  dance-punk  side  projects,  !!!  and 
LCD  Soundsystem. 


Best  Demos  (watch  out  for  these  in  2007) 


1.  The  Teenagers  -  "Home- 
coming" (Summer  Lovers  Un- 
limited) Paris-London  lo-fi  elec- 
tro punks'  "Homecoming"  will 
undoubtedly  become  2007's 
hookup  anthem. 

2.  Fjord  Rowboat  -  Save  the 

Compliments  for  Morning  (Inde- 
pendent) Dark  shoegazer  cou- 
pled with  pop  sensibility,  this 
album,  set  for  release  in  Febru- 
ary 2007,  should  make  Toronto 
ground  zero  for  reverb-y  great- 
ness. 

3.  The  Postage  Stamps  -  This 

Ugly  Arrangement  (Independent) 
Recorded  in  the  same  room  that 
The  Arcade  Fire  conceived  Fu- 
neral, these  Toronto  veterans 
have  a  bona  fide  indie-rock  gem 
on  their  hands. 


Listen  to  The  Teenagers'  lusty 
electro  demos  online  at  www. 
myspace.com/theteenagers 
you'll  thank  us  the  morning  after. 
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Guru  goes  global 

Bollywood  blockbuster  premieres  at  the  Elgin 


Gurukant  Desai  (Abhishek  Bachchan)  arrives  in  Bombay  circa  1958  with  little  money,  but  big  dreams 


Abbas  Somji 


A  handful  of  India's  top  film  stars  will  de- 
scend on  Toronto  for  the  premiere  of  Guru,  a 
Bollywood  blockbuster  whose  gala  opening 
in  Toronto  bodes  well  for  Bollywood's  pros- 
pects abroad. 

Directed  by  the  critically-acclaimed  Mani 
Ratnam  in  association  with  Canadian  distrib- 
utor Roger  Nair  Productions,  the  film  makes 
its  exclusive  world  premiere  Jan.  11  at  the 
Elgin  &  Winter  Garden  Theatre.  The  glitzy  af- 
fair will  include  red-carpet  appearences  by 
the  director,  renowned  composer  A.R.  Rah- 
man, producer  Bobby  Bedi,  and  the  stars  of 
the  film,  Abhishek  Bachchan  and  Aishwarya 
Rai. 

Bachchan  plays  Gurukant  Desai,  an  in- 
spired but  subjugated  lower-class  Indian 
villager  from  the  western  region  of  Gujurat. 
Rai,  who  is  dating  Bachchan  in  real  life,  plays 
Desai's  wife  Sujatha  who  accompanies  her 
determined  husband  to  Bombay  as  attempts 
to  start  a  business  with  little  more  than  the 
clothes  on  his  back. 

The  film  is  based  loosely  on  the  life  of  the 
late  Dhirubhai  Ambani,  an  Indian  petrochem- 
ical mogul  and  industrialist  who  died  in  2002. 
An  iconic  figure  for  half  a  century  in  India, 
Ambani  epitomized  the  very  essence  of  true 
grit,  fired  by  his  relentless  struggle  to  leave 
his  mark  on  humanity. 

Canada  Watch  TV  anchorman  Sanjiv  Bha- 
wan,  who  recently  had  a  chance  to  speak 
with  Ratnam,  says  that  although  the  film  is 
essentially  a  classic  "rags-to-riches  tale,  it  is 
not  a  biopic,  but  it's  enough  to  draw  in  the 
global  audience."  Bhawan  agrees — the  main 
character's  struggle  for  success  bears  re- 
semblance to  the  late  Ambani's,  but  insists 
that  the  character  reflects  just  about  anyone 
who  ever  had  a  dream  and  the  courage  and 
conviction  to  try  to  make  that  dream  become 
reality. 

The  premiere  screening  at  the  prestigious 
93-year-old  Elgin  Theatre  highlights  Bolly- 
wood's recent  foray  into  mainstream  cinema 
culture:  it's  the  first  Hindi  film  to  premiere 


in  the  historic  double-decker  venue,  show- 
ing a  growing  appreciation  for  Bollywood  in 
Canada.  Bollywood,  India's  Mumbai-based 
film  industry,  produces  around  1,000  films 
annually,  more  than  any  other  country  (Hol- 
lywood produces  about  700  films  a  year). 

At  home  in  India,  Bollywood  outperforms 
Hollywood  in  ticket  sales.  In  2002,  Bollywood 
films  sold  3.6  billion  tickets,  while  Hollywood 
only  managed  to  fill  2.6  billion  seats.  How- 
ever, Bollywood  has  a  lot  of  catching  up  to 
do  in  DVD  and  video  sales,  with  Hollywood 
raking  in  $51  billion  in  2002,  compared  to 
Bollywood's  $1.3  billion.  But  with  an  annual 
growth  rate  of  12.6  per  cent,  there's  no  deny- 
ing that  Bollywood  has  become  a  cinematic 
force  to  be  reckoned  with. 

The  high-profile  premiere  of  Guru  is  a 
great  chance  for  Bollywood  celebrities  like 
Bachchan  and  Rai  to  get  global  exposure, 
and  hopefully  convince  Hollywood  to  invest 
more  in  the  foreign  film  industry. 

"We're  so  excited  by  the  positive  feedback 
we've  been  getting  from  international  media 
outlets,"  said  Bhawan.  "It  gives  you  a  great 
idea  of  the  direction  the  Indian  film  industry 
is  headed." 

Guru  hits  theatres  for  wide  release  the  day 
after  it  premieres  on  Jan.  12. 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE 


Nothing  says  Christmas  ^ 
like  an  angelic  children's 
choir  and  a  rich  brass  band. 
Our  scribe  experienced 
both  in  a  holiday  double  bill 
presented  by  the  Amadeus 
Choir  and  the  Hannaford 
Street  Silver  Band  in  mid- 
December.  See  Tidings  of  Joy 
at  www.thevarsity.ca 
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Rink  or  swim 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


You've  got  your  skates,  your  pads,  and  your 
stick.  But  what  if  the  ice  melts?  Grab  your  Spee- 
do,  take  a  deep  breath,  and  mask  that  game 
face  with  a  snorkel — it's  time  to  dive  in  and  play 
some  underwater  hockey. 

Using  three-pound  lead  pucks,  twelve-inch 
wooden  sticks,  masks,  ear  guards  and  fins,  two 
teams  of  six  sink  to  the  bottom  of  an  eight  foot 
deep,  75-foot-long  pool  and  ferociously  slap  the 
metal  discs  towards  their  opponents'  ten  foot 
wide  goal.  While  anyone  who's  ever  played  or 
witnessed  a  water  polo  match  can  attest  to  the 
athleticism  and  strength  needed  for  the  sport, 
submerging  it  is  unthinkable.  Add  the  fact  that 
you  can't  communicate,  can't  breathe,  and  are 
skimming  passes  across  ceramic  tiles,  and  the 
difficulties  border  on  lunacy. 

Yet  underwater  hockey,  also  known  as  Octo- 
push,  has  surfaced  in  32  countries.  In  Canada 
alone  20  cities  support  leagues,  and  in  Ontario, 
you'll  find  gladiators  of  the  liquid  rink  in  Bramp- 
ton, Guelph,  Hamilton,  London,  Ottawa,  Sault 
Ste.  Marie  and  Waterloo. 

Invented  in  1954  by  four  British  divers  seeking 
an  off-season  training  regimen,  it  quickly  flowed 
to  Australia,  France,  New  Zealand  and  South  Af- 
rica, which  soon  boast  the  strongest  underwater 
hockey  scenes.  The  buoy  was  passed  to  North 
America  via  Norm  Liebeck,  an  Australian  scuba 
instructor,  who  brought  the  sport  to  Vancouver 
in  1962.  Nearly  2,000  swimmers  participate  on 
this  end  of  the  pond,  with  numbers  still  grow- 
ing. As  for  legitimization.  World  Championships 
have  been  held  every  two  years  in  Sheffield, 
England  since  1980.  In  August  2006,  48  teams 
competed  in  six  categories,  with  the  elite  divi- 
sions (and  the  title  of  world  champions)  being 
seized  on  the  women's  side  by  the  Australians, 
and  on  the  men's  side  by  the  New  Zealanders. 

Two  fifteen-minute  halves  make  up  an  under- 
water hockey  match,  with  teams  distinguished 
by  the  colour  of  their  stick.  Substitutions  occur 
readily,  much  like  the  game's  icy  counterpart. 
The  medium  does  impose  major  changes,  spe- 
cifically on  the  penalty  side,  as  referees  decked 
in  the  usual  vertical  striped  flipper  garb,  can 
move  the  opposing  team  back  ten  feet  due  to 
"screening"  an  individual  with  their  bodies. 
Refs  will  eject  players  for  dangerous  passes, 
as  a  three  pound  lead  puck  to  the  head  is  no 
fun,  especially  under  seven  feet  of  chlorinated 
aqua. 

For  spectators  following  from  the  dry  side- 
lines, the  athletes  are  a  blurry  heap  of  contor- 
tions swimming  in  circles,  their  florescent  snor- 


At  top,  two  teams  face  off  in  the  deep  end  to  start  an  underwater  hockey  match.  The  athletes  sport  a  snorkel, 
face  mask,  ear  guards,  rubber  gloves,  fins,  and  a  twelve-inch  stick,  and  pass  a  three-pound  lead  puck  across 
the  bottom  of  the  pool. 


kel  tips  peeking  up  like  periscopes,  quickly  and 
quietly.  But  cameras  display  the  action  under- 
water on  a  JumboTron  screen.  Leaked-  bubbles 
encircle  the  action,  as  competitors  move  in  a  si- 
lent rhythm  of  dives  and  rises.  The  players  are 


in  combat  with  their  opponents,  their  environ- 
ment, and  themselves.  Communication  is  com- 
pletely visual,  and  the  complication  of  needing 
air  makes  knowing  your  position  in  relation  to 
your  teammate  the  most  pertinent  defensive 
tactic. 

The  result  of  all  this  is  a  ballet  against  resis- 


tance, a  watery  weave  of  willpower  and  human 
resolve  in  the  name  of  sport.  Underwater  hock- 
ey might  sink  the  Zamboni,  but  its  appeal  has 
plenty  to  float  on. 

For  more  information  on  Canadian  under- 
water hockey  teams,  check  out  www.cuga.org/ 
uwh.html. 


//SPORTS  IN  BRIEF 


U  of  T  skates  to  Varsity 
Cup  win 

Behind  the  formidable  goaltending 
of  Brian  Grinnell,  Men's  Hockey 
(12-6-0)  defeated  Laurier  4-3  to 
cap  a  3-1  T  Bay  Tell  Varsity  Tour- 
nament performance.  Held  in 
Thunder  Bay's  Fort  William  Gar- 
dens, the  Dec.  30  final  matched 
the  Canadian  Interuniversity  Sport 
seventh-ranked  Hawks  (13-4-1) 
against  the  Blues  for  the  third  time 
this  season.  Laurier  has  lost  each 
time. 

Grinnell  went  3-0  between 
the  pipes  for  the  Blues,  and  was 
named  goaltender  of  the  tourna- 


ment thanks  to  his  96  saves  and 
2.67  Goals  Against  Average.  U  of  T 
defeated  Laurier  2-1  Dec.  27  in  the 
first  game,  Lakehead  6-4  in  their 
second,  before  dropping  a  2-1  de- 
feat to  Calgary  Dec.  29. 

Leading  the  Blues'  offence  were 
forwards  Simon  Barg,  who  accu- 
mulated four  goals  and  four  as- 
sists, and  Anthony  Pallotta,  who 
netted  four  and  dished  out  three. 

In  recent  action,  U  of  T  recov- 
ered from  a  2-1  home  defeat  at  the 
hands  of  Queen's  (4-9-4-1)  Friday 
by  claiming  a  5-1  victory  over  RMC 
(5-12-1)  here  Saturday. 

The  Blues  have  a  home-and- 
home  this  weekend  with  Ryerson 
(1-16-1).  U  of  T  skates  on  its  home 
ice  Saturday. 
—CHRISTOPHE  POIRIER 

Women's  basketball  heats 
up,  wins  last  three 

With  flailing  RMC  (0-14)  visiting 
this  Friday,  U  of  T  (6-5)  will  host 
second-place  Queen's  (7-4)  Satur- 
day on  their  hottest  streak  of  the 


year. 

Over  the  weekend,  the  Blues 
came  and  conquered  the  two  teams 
from  Ottawa,  claiming  a  67-47  vic- 
tory over  host  Carleton  (2-8)  on 
Friday  before  toying  with  Ottawa 
(2-8)  in  their  backyard  en  route  to 
72-39  win  Saturday.  Forward  Chris- 
tine Cho  and  guard  Alaine  Hutton 
each  had  31  points  over  the  two 
games  for  U  of  T. 
— C.  P. 

Men's  Basketball  drops 
two  squeakers  in  Ottawa 

U  of  T  (5-5)  continues  to  lose  the 
close  ones,  adding  two  more  to  the 
loss  column  this  weekend.  Four 
of  their  five  losses  have  been  by 
three  points  or  less. 

Facing  Carleton  (10-0)  Friday, 
the  Blues  were  defeated  56-59,  be- 
fore losing  58-59  to  Ottawa  (9-1) 
Saturday. 

U  of  T  hosts  RMC  (1-9)  and 
Queen's  (7-3)  this  weekend. 
—CP. 


John  MclVlanus,  former 
Blues  coach,  passes  away 


John  McManus,  who  coached  Men's 
Basketball  for  28  seasons,  passed 
away  November  29,  2006  after  a 
courageous  battle  with  cancer.  He 
was  88. 

Born  in  1918  in  Milestone,  Sask., 
John  served  with  the  RCAC  during 
World  War  Two,  spending  three 
years  at  various  Fighter  Command 
bases  in  England.  Following  the 
war,  he  enrolled  in  U  of  T's  School  of 
Physical  and  Health  Education.  He 
went  on  to  compete  for  the  Blues  as 
a  pitcher  in  baseball,  a  high  jumper 
in  track,  and  was  an  all-star  in  bas- 
ketball, leading  U  of  T  in  scoring  in 
1949-1950. 

John  became  the  head  coach  of 
the  men's  basketball  team  in  1955, 
and  in  two  years,  led  the  Blues  to 
a  9-1  record  and  their  first  Wilson 
Cup  championship  in  nearly  twenty 
years. 

He  retired  from  the  position  af- 
ter the  1982-83  season,  amassing  a 
career  record  of  174  wins  and  152 


John  McManus 

losses.  He  also  was  an  assistant 
football  coach  for  nearly  25  sea- 
sons. 

John's  last  message  to  his  fam- 
ily and  friends  was  "Get  in  shape 
and  keep  fit!"  He  is  survived  by  his 
daughter,  Kathy. 
—CP. 
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Teach  English 
Overseas 


^  v  m 

^  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

«  Classroom  Management  Tectiniques 

^  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

«  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

t  Internationaily  Recognized  Certificate 

«  Teacher  Placement  Service 

» Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 

s  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-924.3240 /1-800.779.17J9 
www.oxfordseminars.com 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want  to 

break  some 

boundaries" 


Meet  Sanjay. 

To  get  the  practical  knowledge  and  real  world  experience 
to  help  him  go  global,  Sanjay  earned  his  Postgraduate 
Certificate  from  Humber  in  Intemational  Marketing  in  only 
2  semesters.  He  now  works  as  Director  of  Marketing  for  a 
major  Multinational  Food  Services  Management  company. 
We  think  he's  going  places. 

tnternationai  Marketing,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


iff)"  HUMBER 


The  Bubiiiess  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  vww.business.humber.ca 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


« Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 
» Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
«  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
4  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

•  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

•  Free  Repeat  Policy 

•  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

•a  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240l1-800min9 
www,oxfordseininar$.coin 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 
nowi^antto 


stand  up 
for  the  public " 


Meet  Andrew. 

To  build  on  his  education  and  get  the  skill  set  employers 
were  looking  for,  Andrew  earned  his  Postgraduate  Certificate 
in  Public  Administration  from  Humber  in  only  3  semesters. 
He  now  works  for  the  Ministry  of  Community  and 
Social  Services.  We  think  he's  found  the  meaningful 
career  he  always  wanted. 

Public  Administration,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


(J^'  HUMBER 

T!ie  Business  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


VARSITY  BLUES 
THIS  WEEK 

BASKETBALL  -  Athletic  Centre 
Friday,  January  12  vs.  RMC 

Women  -  6  p.m. 
Men  -  8  p.m. 

Saturday,  January  13  vs.  Queen's 

Women  -  6  p.m. 
Men  -  8  p.m. 

ICE  HOCKEY  -  Varsity  Arena 
Friday,  January  12  -  7:30  p.m. 

Women  vs.  Guelph 

Saturday,  January  13  -  7:30  p.m. 

Men  vs.  Ryerson 

VOLLEYBALL  -  Athletic  Centre 
Saturday,  January  13  vs. Windsor 

Men  -  noon 
Women  -  2  .p.m. 

Sunday,January  13  -  noon 

Men's  Volleyball  vs.  Western 


U  of  T  students  FREE  for  regular  season. 


BOX  OFFICE 

r 


uefllix.ca 

«978-8849 


What  would 
you  do? 


id' 


Sustainable  health  care,  waste  disposal,  transit, 
global  warming  and  energy  prodiicrion,  education, 
immigraliun  —  these  are  just  some  of  the  public 
policy  issues  that  confront  Canadian  governments 
every  day. 

How  do  governments  actually  make  their  decisions? 
What  informs  their  thinking  and  analysis?  Does  it 
seem  that  the  course  of  least  resistance  is  fai'  too  often 
the  path  chosen?  How  should^  governments  come  to 
reasoned,  measured  and  actionable  decisions? 

The  School  of  Public  Policy  and  Governance  at  the 
University  ot  Toronto  launches  its  M.isters  of  Public 
Policy  in  September  2007*.  Be  one  of  a  select  group 
of  20  students  who  will  form  the  School's  founding 
class.  Focus  your  educalioii  ;nid  learn  wh.it  it  Uikes 
to  be  a  leader. 

What  would  you  do?  Explore  the  possibilities 
at  www.publicpolicy.utoronto.ca 

■^Subject  lo  iin.ii  OCCjb  approval 


UNlVERSITYqfTO^ONTO 


CLASSIFIEDS 

^^^^ 

ANIMATED  CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS 
NEEDED 

To  present  fun  &  hands-on  activities  in 
elementary  schools.  Car  and  exp.  with 
kids  req'd.  Cool  activities.  Gain  valu- 
able teaching  experience.  Pay;  $22.50/1 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5282  Ext  31  or  email: 
employment@madscience.on.ca 


TRAVEL 


READING  WEEK  IN  LONDON 

Make  this  the  best  break  ever!  549pp,  all 
accommodation,  breakfast  daily,  various 
sightseeing  tour/tickets,  free  drinks  night 
with  prizes,  free  London  guide  and  lots 
more.  Dates  available  for  17-24  February. 
Ring  1 800  340  9064;  sales@capital-toursltd. 
■  com;  www.capital-toursltd.com. 


DID  YOU  KNOW  THAT  ALL  TOBACCO 
COMPANIES  USE  RECONSTITUTED 
TOBACCOm  THEIR  CIGARRETTES? 

Overall,  reconstituted  tobacco  is  cheaper 
than  leaf  tobacco,  so  using  it  as  extra  filler 
keeps  production  costs  down  and  maxi- 
mizes profits,  vww.ltpb.tk 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  eacli  for  6  or  more 
ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after 
25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  citaracters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD 
type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email.  DEADLINES:  For  Monday 
or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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With  HealthForceOntarioxa,  ifs  never  been  easier 
for  nurses  to  find  the  right  job  in  Ontario. 


llhForceOntario.ca  is  designed  to  help  you  get  the 
uiost  out  of  your  career.  Here  you'll  find  job  listings, 
opportunities  for  continuing  education,  information  on 


the  evolving  roles  for  today's  nurses  -  everything  you 
need  to  continue  being  a  key  member  of  the  team 
strengthening  health  care  in  Ontario. 


To  find  out  more,  visit  Health ForceOntario.ca  or  call  1-800-596-4046. 


aid  tor  by  the  tjovernment  ot  Untario 


Ontario 
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Our  critic  picks  the  top 
flicks  of  2006 

Tip:  many  have  a  whiff  of  9/11. 

//A&Epage9 


Larger  than  Manhattan,  the  Ayles  ice 
shelf  breaks  off  into  the  sea. 
Will  the  Canadian  Arctic  survive? 
//SCIENCE  page? 


Student  challenges 
Law  admissions  policy 

Financial,  family  demands  should  be  factors  in  admissions:  student  governor 


Mike  Ghenu  &  Ben  Spurr 

VARSITY  STAFF 


U  of  T  law  school  hopeful  Billeh  Ha- 
mid  has  suffered  the  dreaded  "lost 
year" 

"My  personal  belongings  were  il- 
legally thrown  out  by  a  landlord,"  he 
explained.  "1  subsequently  took  him 
to  court  and  received  compensa- 
tion." 

His  academic  performance  that 
year  took  a  serious  hit  because  of 
the  incident.  ("Ironically,  that  in- 
cident piqued  my  interest  in  law," 
he  recalled).  Now  a  representative 
on  Governing  Council's  Academic 
Board,  Hamid  wants  the  Faculty  of 
Law  to  change  its  admission  policies 
to  include  a  "special  circumstanc- 
es" category  for  underrepresented 
groups. 

"Pretty  much  every  law  school  in 
Ontario  does  that,  but  U  of  T  doesn't," 
the  fourth-year  UTM  student  said. 
"It's  something  we  want  U  of  T  to  get 
in  line  with,  for  equity  reasons." 

Law  faculties  at  different  Canadian 
schools  usually  provide  applicants 
with  lists  of  factors  they  view  as 
relevant  to  a  student's  application. 
U  of  T's  faculty  addresses  "adverse 
socio-economic  circumstances"  and 


"barriers  faced  by  cultural  (including 
racial  or  ethnic)  minorities"  in  its  ad- 
missions policy. 

By  contrast,  York's  law  school 
gives  a  much  more  extensive  list,  in- 
cluding "family  size,"  "whether  you 
attended  school  in  a  rural  or  urban 
setting,"  and  "whether  you  were  re- 
quired by  economic  circumstances 
to  work  substantial  hours  while  at- 
tending school." 

Queen's  law  school  has  a  separate 
admissions  category  for  applicants  it 
considers  disadvantaged.  Applicants 
in  this  category  must  be  members  of 
a  group  that  has  historically  suffered 
"stereotyping  based  on  race,  religion, 
sexual  orientation."  Queen's  will  also 
take  into  account  "personal  illness  or 
illness  of  a  family  member,"  "having 
to  work  to  support  oneself"  or  "bar- 
riers due  to  place  of  birth,  linguistic, 
cultural  or  gender  differences." 

Bonnie  Goldberg,  dean  of  students 
at  Law,  said  that  the  faculty  has  "a 
very  holistic  approach  to  the  admis- 
sions process."  According  to  their 
admissions  policy,  "the  [law]  faculty 
seeks  a  diverse  student  body."  Since 
1995,  the  proportion  of  visible  minor- 
ity students  in  the  program  has  risen 
from  21  to  29  per  cent.  However,  over 
the  past  five  years,  no  more  than  4.4 


per  cent  of  students  in  the  faculty 
identified  as  black.  Currently,  7.5  per 
cent  of  students  in  the  faculty  are  Ab- 
original,which  the  faculty  says  is  far 
higher  than  the  national  average. 

But  along  with  those  provisions  for 
recruiting  visible  minorities,  Hamid 
wants  Law  to  add  a  category  for  stu- 
dents who  work  to  put  themselves 
through  school,  or  those  whose  aca- 
demic performance  falters  one  year 
for  personal  or  family  reasons. 

Goldberg  responded  that  U  of  T's 
admissions  process  only  takes  into 
account  an  applicant's  best  three 
out  of  four  years.  A  personal  state- 
ment component,  she  said,  "enables 
people  to  tell  us  their  story.  We  are 
very  well  attuned  to  the  nuances  of 
everyone's  life." 

Financial  situation  also  has  a  bear- 
ing on  admissions  to  the  law  school. 
The  proportion  of  aid  applicants 
from  families  with  incomes  over 
$90,000  a  year  has  increased  from 
30  per  cent  to  37  per  cent  between 
1999/00  and  2004/05,  according  to 
a  report  released  this  month  by  the 
vice-provost's  office.  The  percentage 
of  aid  applicants  with  parental  in- 
comes under  $60,000  has  held  steady 

SEE  LAW  ADMISSIONS' -  PG  3 
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YEAARGH!:  Wes,  lead  singer  of  the  band  Torrid  Skies,  rocks  out  at  Lee's  Palace 
on  Wednesday  night  at  the  U  of  T  Battle  of  the  Bands.  The  competition  was  part 
of  Vlfinterfest,  a  week-long  series  of  events  put  on  by  U  of  T  colleges  and  the 
Students'  Administrative  Council  to  pep  up  students  for  the  long  term  ahead. 


Profs  primed  to  take  top  lecturer  crown 


Karen  Ho 


WINNING  FORMULA?:  Steve  Joordens,  a  psychology  professor  at  UTSC,  Is  one  of  six  U  of 
T  profs  gunning  for  the  title  of  Ontario's  best  lecturer.  The  competition  starts  this  Sat- 
urday. Viewers  (including  you)  can  vote  in  their  favourite  at  www.tvo.org/bestlecturer 


UTSC  psychology  professor  Steve 
Joordens  sings  in  class. 

It's  one  of  many  diversions  and 
sideshows  he  gives  the  1,500  stu- 
dents in  his  introductory  psychol- 
ogy class,  many  of  whom  watch 
his  lectures  online.  His  interesting 
and  thought-provoking  approach  is 
what  students  say  makes  Professor 
Joordens  fun  to  learn  from. 

And  it  seems  they  are  not  the  only 
ones  who  think  so.  A  panel  of  judg- 
es, including  the  Globe  and  Mail's 
Margaret  Wente,  selected  six  U  of  T 
faculty  members  as  top-ten  finalists 
in  TVO's  Top  Lecturer  competition, 
which  is  in  its  second  year.  Last 
year,  a  Ryerson  history  prof  took 
the  top  spot. 

Joordens,  who  also  placed  in  the 
top-30  in  last  year's  competition, 


has  risen  to  become  one  of  the  most 
well-known  professors  at  the  Scar- 
borough Campus,  with  many  stu- 
dents choosing  to  take  his  class  in 
introductory  psychology  as  one  of 
their  electives. 

Here's  what  some  students  had  to 
say  about  his  memorable  methods 
of  teaching: 

•  "I  remember  one  time  when  Pro- 
fessor Joordens  pretended  to  faint 
in  class  and  no  one  went  to  help  him 
up.  It  was  a  really  practical  way  to 
explain  the  power  of  the  'bystander 
effect.'  Overall,  he's  enthusiastic, 
full  of  energy,  has  a  great  passion 
for  teaching  and  is  just  really  knowl- 
edgeable. He's  pretty  much  a  per- 
fect professor." 

-MATTHEW  CHUK  (MASTER'S  STUDENT) 

•  "He  incorporates  various  forms 


of  media,  like  children's  cartoons, 
as  well  as  stuff  that  has  gone  on  in 
the  news  to  provide  greater  insight 
on  how  psychology  permeates  the 
everyday  life  of  students.  I  gave  him 
a  Youtube  link  of  them  singing  the 
parts  of  the  brain,  [and]  he  actually 
used  it  in  class!" 
-MAY  KWAN  (FIRST-YEAR  SOCIAL  SCI- 
ENCE) 

•  "He  can  bring  in  his  own  experi- 
ences and  flawlessly  relate  them  to 
course  material,  such  as  his  vaca- 
tion video  of  sharks  to  help  explain 
conditioning.  People  think  sharks 
are  scary  because  of  movies,  but 
he  showed  us  that  they're  friendly 
and  it  caught  our  attention  because 
It  was  him  and  his  wife  in  the  video 
feeding  them." 
-ANONYMOUS  STUDENT 
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Rival  lobby  groups 
tussle  over  website 

Why  had  the  CPS  registered  CASA's  bilingual  domain  name? 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


The  Canadian  Alliance  of  Student  Associations, 
Canada's  second-largest  student  lobby  group, 
still  does  not  own  the  web  domain  name  for  its 
bilingual  name,  CASA-ACAE.  Until  Monday,  the 
domain  name  belonged  to  its  main  rival,  the  Ca- 
nadian Federation  of  Students. 

In  2005,  the  University  of  Manitoba's  news- 
paper The  Manitoban  reported  that  CFS  had 
registered  www.casa-acae.ca  the  bilingual  web 
domain  name  of  CASA.  The  domain  was  regis- 
tered to  a  CFS-Ontario  staffer. 

Control  over  it  was  due  to  expire  this  week. 
On  Monday,  however,  the  site  was  re-regis- 
tered, with  rights  to  the  domain  name  now  held 
by  Pablo  Vivanco.  Vivanco  used  to  be  on  the 
CFS-Ontario  executive,  and  is  a  long-time  stu- 
dent leader  at  York  University. 

CASA  broke  away  from  CFS  in  1995,  and  fo- 
cuses on  lobbying  legislators  at  the  federal 
level.  The  two  organizations  have  competed 
fiercely  for  student  union  members  on  Canadi- 
an campuses,  with  the  CFS  now  boasting  more 
than  80  members,  to  CASA's  18. 

CASA  national  director  Phillippe  Ouellette 
said  that,  while  unfortunate,  the  lack  of  a  bilin- 
gual web  domain  does  not  interfere  in  CASA's 
operation. 

"It  hasn't  been  that  big  of  a  deal,"  he  insisted. 
"But  I  do  think  it  interferes  in  the  student  move- 
ment in  trying  to  build  some  sort  of  cordial  re- 
lationship between  organizations. 

"This  is  not  what's  best  for  students  at  the 
end  of  the  day." 

In  the  past,  CASA  had  been  criticized  in  the 
past  for  not  being  sufficiently  bilingual. 


Philip  Link,  executive  director  of  Canadian 
Federation  of  Students-Services,  explained 
that  one  of  the  services  the  federation  offers 
is  domain  names  and  web  hosting  for  member 
student  associations,  which  it  buys  in  bulk  to 
lower  costs.  But  he  said  he  was  not  aware  that 
CFS  owned  CASA's  bilingual  domain  name  until 
a  student  reporter  called  to  ask  about  it  in  the 
fall  of  2005. 

"It  was  some  kind  of  activity  or  project  of  Ca- 
nadian Federation  of  Students-Ontario,  some- 
time ago — several  years  ago"  Link  explained.  "1 
don't  know  whether  it's  active,  or  inactive." 

Asked  why  the  web  domain  was  registered 
to  the  address  of  the  CFS  national  office,  in  Ot- 
tawa, Link  replied  that  it  was  likely  a  mistake. 

"I'm  thinking  it's  just  a  mix-up  in  terms  of  ad- 
dresses," said  Link.  "This  never  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Students. 
At  least,  that's  what  I'm  told." 

Ken  Marciniec,  the  Ontario  national  represen- 
tative at  CFS-Ontario,  said  that  the  domain  was 
first  registered  before  he  took  on  his  current 
job.  He  claimed  not  to  know  who  had  initially 
registered  that  domain  name.  "It  was  one  of  the 
previous  elected  representatives,  I  suppose. 

"I  understand  it  was  a  project  that  one  of  the 
representatives  on  the  Ontario  executive  com- 
mittee was  working  on  at  the  time.  [It]  had  to 
do  with  central  American  student  solidarity 
work." 

With  the  registration  renewal  date  looming 
this  week,  Marciniec  transferred  control  of  the 
domain  name  to  Vivanco.  "I  guess  he's  still  in- 
tending to  do  something  with  that  project." 

In  order  to  gain  control  of  the  domain  name, 
CASA  could  bring  a  complaint  to  the  Canadian 
Internet  Registration  Authority,  which  operates 


//LIFE  IMITATING  ART? 


First-years  Marija  Apostolovski  (left)  and  Ameena  Hak  (right)  enjoy  the  comfort  of  the  new  Art  Centre 
Lounge  at  University  College's  new  Art  Lounge,  which  opened  before  the  start  of  exams  last  month.  Despite 
the  leather  seating,  movable  dividers,  and  chairs  on  foam  pads,  students  should  not  confuse  it  for  a  night 
spot,  though.  It  is  "strictly  a  coffee-and-bottled-water  kind  of  place,"  a  U  of  T  press  release  warns. 


the  ".ca"  country  code. 

Under  CIRA's  rules  for  resolving  disputes, 
CASA  would  have  to  prove  that  the  domain 
name  is  confusingly  similar  with  its  registered 
trademark,  that  Vivanco,  the  registrant,  has  no 
legitimate  interest  in  the  domain,  and  that  the 
registrant  registered  the  domain  name  in  bad 
faith,  according  to  CIRA's  rules. 

(The  Varsity  could  not  confirm  whether  CASA 
owns  the  rights  to  the  bilingual  trademark 
CASA-ACAE  by  press  time.) 

In  an  interview,  Vivanco  said  that  Marciniec 
transferred  the  domain  name  to  him  so  he 
could  set  up  a  website  for  the  Central  Ameri- 
can Students  Association,  a  student  solidarity 


organization  he  was  trying  to  help  create  as  a 
student.  He  pointed  out  that  the  organization's 
English-Spanish  acronym  is  CASA-ACAE  as 
well. 

"It  was  a  project  that  we  were  looking  at  start- 
ing, myself  and  other  Latin  American  student 
activists,"  Vivanco  said.  He  pointed  out  that 
other  organizations  share  the  acronym. 

"I've  worked  with  other  CASA's  though,"  said 
Vivanco,  naming  the  Creative  Arts  Students' 
Association  at  York  University. 

"There  are  tons  of  organizations  that  would 
have  that  acronym,"  he  added,  naming  the  Co- 
lombian Action  Solidarity  Alliance  as  another 
example. 


Redemptorist 

Priests  and  Brothers 


Come  3r>4  ^ 
if  Go4  IS  calling  you  to  join  us  in  oui 

Mission  o\ 

Attend  a  Come  and  See  Weekend  Retreat! 


For  Discernment  and  Retreat 
Opportunities,  Contact: 

ft,  Santo  Arrise  C.Ss«lt 

CoMdiMlM  d  R(d«nploris>  Vocation  MlnMry 
«U  St.  Ccrmain  Ailxsu* 
TeroMo,  OMVIe    M5M  1W7 
:  (416)  7«*-I«17   tarn:  («16)  T8»-W6* 


vocations@redemptorists.ca 


Locations  and  Dates 
of  upcomins  Retreats 


Toronto 

February  9-11,  2007 

and 

June  29-July  1,  2007 

See  website  for  details. 


www.irediemptovlsts.ca 


EXPf KIEMCE  ISKAli 


ISRAEL 

PROGRAM 
CENTER 


INTERN  IN  ANY  FIELD 


MARVA  OURDQOR  EXPERIENCE 


BECOME  A  FIRE  FIGHTER 


VOLUNTEER  ANYWHERE  IN  ISRAEL 

416.638.8824x1 
ipcto@jazo.org.il 
www.israelprograms.org 
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Lisa  Hsien,  Vivian  Tu,  and  Bryan  McDiarmid  glide  across  tiie  ice  at  Nathan  Phillips  Square  at  a  Winterfest  event  Tuesday.  The 
(mostly)  out-of-practice  skaters  kept  warm  with  hot  chocolate  served  by  the  Students'  Administrative  Council. 


In  case  you  were  living 
under  a  rock . . . 

Apple  recently  released  two  highly-anticipated  products: 
AppleTV  and  the  iPhone.  Apple  TV  allows  wireless  stream- 
ing of  movies,  music  and  photos  from  a  computer  to  a  big- 
screen  TV.  Since  it's  got  wireless  capabilities,  you  can  also 
instantly  download  trailers  from  apple.com  and  watch  them 
on  your  big  LCD. 

The  Apple  iPhone  combines  a  widescreen  iPod  with 
a  phone  and  the  Mac's  Safari  internet  browser— all  ac- 
cessed by  a  touch-screen  interface.  There  is  no  stylus  and 
no  standard  hard  buttons — everything  is  done  by  fingertip 
An  internal  sensor  in  the  iPhone  can  distinguish  between 
landscape  and  portrait  mode,  automatically  adjusting  itself 
when  watching  movies,  looking  at  photos  or  flipping  through 
music.  FCC  and  name  approval  pending. 
-KAREN  HO 


Apple  IPhone:  Kinda 
square 


//THIS  JUST  IN... 


At  SFU,  the  end  of  a  saga 

Hattie  Aitken,  an  employee  for 
the  Simon  Fraser  Student  Society 
whose  firing  last  July  triggered 
the  impeachment  of  seven  union 
executives  in  October,  has  been 
reinstated  with  full  back  pay  and 
damages.  The  Student  Society 
apologized  for  and  withdrew  its 
accusations  against  Aitken.  Her 
firing  was  connected  with  a  politi- 
cal battle  over  the  student  union's 
health  insurance  provider. 


'LAW  ADMISSIONS'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG 1 

around  17  per  cent. 

Goldberg  said  she  "won't  say  that 
we  should  have  different  standards, 
because  we  are  a  highly-regarded, 
highly-respected  law  school  with  a 
very  rigorous  program,"  she  added. 

Renee  Smith,  president  of  U  of  T's 
Black  Law  Students  Association,  sup- 
ports Hamid's  initiative,  with  some 
ambivalence.  "At  law  school,  there's 
value  to  it,"  she  said  of  Hamid's  pro- 
posal. "But  it  isn't  absolutely  neces- 
sary." 

She  argued  that  diversity  in  over- 
all background,  not  just  race  or  eco- 
nomic status,  should  be  the  goal  law 
school  recruitment.  Students  should 
come  from  different  backgrounds, 
she  says,  because  the  people  they 
will  serve  come  from  diverse  back- 
grounds as  well. 

"It's  more  than  the  colour  of  the 
skin,"  she  said.  "You  need  people 
with  different  experience." 

Hamid  plans  to  make  his  case  in  a 
meeting  with  law  dean  Mayo  Moran 
later  this  month. 


Hflrt  Wousz  SiuAeni  Composers  Concert 


CALL  FOR  SUBMISSIONS 

We  are  accepting  original  compositions 
in  the  following  music  styles-. 

®  Classical  Q  Jazz 

®  Contemporary   ®  Latin 


EXTENDED  DEADLINE  for  submissions 
is  February  12,  2007  at  11:55  pm 

Further  informatiori  and  applications  can  be  found  at: 

www, harthousemusic.com 
and  click  on  the  "Student  Composers  Concert"  link. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  email 
harthousescc@gmail.com 


6- 


HART  HOUSE  ^^MOesign^ 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO       ^"'-^'i^  — 


416.978  2452 


/  harthouse.ca 


Teaching  Assistants'  Training  Program 
(TATP) 

Winter  Seminar  Series 
Register  Now! 


Sessions  start  on  January  10^^,  2007 


Titles  include: 


Supporting  and  Developing  Blackboard 

Teaching  First  Year  Students 

Voice  Workshops 

Assignment  Design 

Preparing  the  Teaching  Dossier 

Breaking  Bad  News 

Peer  Instruction:  Students  Teaching  Students 
Reflecting  on  Teaching 
Demystifying  Library  Research 
Technology  in  the  Classroom 
Active  Learning  in  the  Classroom 
Service  Learning  Workshop 
Microteaching  Sessions 


More  sessions  will  be  added  throughout  the  winter  term. 
Check  website  for  updates! 

All  sessions  are  open  to  University  of  Toronto  graduate  students  and 
undergraduate  students  who  will  be  working  as  teaching  assistants.  You  do  not 
have  to  currently  hold  a  TAship  to  be  able  to  attend  workshops. 

All  sessions  are  FREE!  For  full  seminar  descriptions  please  visit  our  website; 
vww.utoronto.ca/tatp 


NEW  MUSIC  CONCERTS 


RIEN  A  VOIR  II 

(Music  for  Loudspeakers) 

Saturday,  13  January  2007,  8pm 

Isabel  Bader  Theatre 

93  Charles  St.  West  (Victoria  University) 

Guest  Composers 

Ann  Southam  ■  Robert  Normandeau  •  John  Oliver  •  Gilles  Gobeil 

Gyorgy  Ligeti  -  Arfikulation  (1958) 

Ann  Southam  -  Fluke  Sound  (1989) 

Gilles  Gobeil  -  Ombies,  espaces.  silences  (200^^) 

Gyorgy  Ligeti  -  Glissandi  (1957) 

John  Oliver  -  Nylong  Symphony  {excerpt)  (2005) 

Robert  Norrnandeau  -  Palimpseste  (2006,  rev.  of  ZedKejeM,  2005) 

Illuminating  Introduction  at  7:15  ■  Concert  at  8:00 

Tickets:  $25  ($15  Seniors,  $5  Students) 

info  and  Tickets:  416  961  9594  |  www.newmusicconcerts.com 
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opinions@thevarsity.ca 


Technology  needs  a  Tme-out 


A  "citizen  journalist"  brought  us  Sad- 
dam's execution,  but  has  the  mini-media 
revolution  affected  any  positive  change? 

JonnyTimms  

Time  magazine  recently  bestowed  its 
"Person  of  the  Year"  honour  on  "You." 
Yes,  you.  This  distinction  seems  to  in- 
dicate that  the  ordinary  Joe  Bloggs  has 
become  empowered.  We  can  all  now 


create  and  contribute  to  the  sharing  of 
information;  we  are  all  "citizen  journal- 
ists." But  does  this  mean  that  we  have 
reached  a  new  height  of  civilisation? 

The  idea  behind  Time's  decision 
is  that  the  cosmic  compendium  of 
knowledge  available  through  new 
technology  allows  the  many  to  wrest 
power  from  the  few.  All  this  because 
the  internet  (apparently)  universalizes 
access  to  98  per  cent  of  knowledge,  be- 
cause emails  and  mobile  phones  allow 
instant  communication  that  used  to  be 
the  preserve  of  the  military,  because 
blogs  allow  anybody  to  write  anything 
and  disseminate  it  worldwide,  and  be- 
cause YouTube  has  turned  us  all  into 
James  Cameron. 

The  mobile  phone  footage  of  Sad- 
dam Hussein's  execution  that  a  'mem- 
ber of  the  public'  posted  online  is  a  tes- 
tament to  the  way  news  broadcasting 
is  blindly  following  reality  television. 


Ordinary  people  are  being  accorded 
the  same  respect  as  prolific  artists. 
These  rapid  changes  in  terms  of  me- 
dia use  should  lead  us  to  reflect,  like 
Cameron  did  in  The  Terminator,  on  the 
relationship  between  technology  and 
mankind. 

It's  all  a  con.  Surely,  the  restricted 
two  per  cent  of  knowledge — what- 
ever that  may  be — is  where  the  real 
power  lies.  And  yes,  we  write  blogs, 
but  who  reads  them?  We  can  text 
our  10-cent-opinion  to  TV  news  polls, 
but  who  asked  you  (yes,  you)  about 
Afghanistan,  Iraq,  or  Saddam's  execu- 
tion? This  supposed  enthroning  of  or- 
dinary people  is  more  enslavement 
than  empowerment  for  us  consumers 
in  the  West.  One  Canadian's  Christmas 
sweater  is  another  Honduran's  sweat- 
shop labour.  It  is  fallacious  to  say  that 
technological  progress  will  redeem 
mankind. 


The  world  recently  witnessed  the 
chaotic  and  tawdry  hanging  of  Saddam, 
and  a  great  deal  was  made  of  this  maca- 
bre affair.  One  journalist  compared  it  to 
the  execution  of  Marcus  Tullius  Cicero, 
who  was  put  to  death  in  December  43 
BC.  Cicero  spent  time  in  exile  for  put- 
ting Roman  citizens  to  death  without 
trial  (or,  as  Cicero  himself  might  have 
put  it,  for  taking  the  necessary  steps 
against  a  dangerous  cell  of  terrorists: 
it  was  a  "homeland  security"  problem). 
After  his  execution,  his  head  and  hands 
were  cut  off  and  put  on  display  on  the 
speaker's  platform  in  the  Forum,  these 
particular  parts  symbolizing  Cicero's 
two  key  weapons:  his  ability  to  write 
and  to  speak  with  devastating  effect. 

The  public  degradation  of  Cicero's 
corpse  is  not  something  we  would  tol- 
erate today,  but,  importantly,  it  was 
not  accompanied  by  the  self-righteous 
double  standards  that  have  greeted  the 


public  execution  of  Saddam  and  the 
woridwide  dissemination  of  the  foot- 
age. Thanks  to  the  covert  cameraman, 
Saddam's  has  undoubtedly  become  the 
best-attended  public  execution  in  his- 
tory. 

We  take  it  for  granted  that  Roman  be- 
haviour was  sadistic,  and  beyond  our 
own  scale  of  values.  But  it  is  certainly 
worth  asking  how  we  can  draw  the 
line  between  us  and  the  Romans,  and 
how  confidently  we  can  maintain  that 
distinction.  Rather  than  being  at  the 
peak  of  our  human  cultural  achieve- 
ment then,  we  have  turned  backwards, 
as  the  footage  of  Saddam's  execution 
shows. 

Time  magazine  is  thoughtlessly  com- 
plicit  in  the  notion  that  technological 
progress  will  civilize  us.  "Person  of  the 
Year,"  perhaps,  but  we've  made  no  life- 
enhancing  difference  thanks  to  tech- 
nology. 


Neo-cons  con  themselves 


Cam  Vidler 

ASSOCIATE  COMMENT  EDITOR 


With  the  Democrats  running  both 
houses  and  Rumsfeld  out  of  the  Penta- 
gon, the  neo-conservative  movement 
has  crash-landed.  The  final  nail  in  their 
coffin  Ccmie  in  early  December,  when 
the  bipartisan  Iraq  Study  Group,  made 
up  of  experienced  diplomats  including 
former  Secretary  of  State  James  Baker, 
recommended  withdrawing  Ameri- 
can troops  regardless  of  the  political 
situation  in  Iraq.  Although  Bush  plans 
to  make  one  last  push  for  victory,  his 
worldview  is  no  longer  widely  shared. 

Neo-conservative  foreign  policy, 
dominated  by  the  naive  belief  that  liber- 
al democracy  can  be  instilled  by  force, 
should  go  down  as  one  of  history's 
greatest  political  failures.  Despite  their 
noble  aims.  Bush  and  his  gurus  have 
been  humiliated  by  the  disastrous  real- 
life  application  of  their  ideas.  America's 
post-9/11  escapades  in  the  Middle  East 
have  fed  extremism  and  authoritarian- 
ism, while  actually  making  the  region 
less  receptive  to  democratic  values. 

The  main  problem  with  the  neo-con 
"liberators"  is  that  they  completely 
neglect  how  they  are  perceived  by 
the  "liberated."  These  starry-eyed 
freedom  fighters  assume  that  if  given 
a  little  push  by  the  American  military, 
the  oppressed  of  the  world  will  jump 
headfirst  into  Enlightenment. 

Unfortunately,  as  witnessed  in  the 
last  few  years,  this  is  hardly  the  case. 
Instead,  many  nations  in  the  Middle 
East  are  growing  increasingly  un- 
friendly toward  the  West.  The  authori- 
tarian governments  of  Iran  and  Syria 


DARK  DUO:  Thanks  to  blundering  from  American  neo-cons,  the  chances  for  democracy 
to  flourish  throughout  the  Middle  East  are  about  as  dour  as  these  expressions. 


now  have  a  unifying  battle  cry.  East  Af- 
rican politics  are  becoming  more  radi- 
cal. International  religious  conflict  is  at 
its  height,  with  an  ever-increasing  pool 
of  disillusioned  Muslims  for  terrorist 
groups  to  choose  from.  Democracy, 
freedom,  and  capitalism  have  become 
buzzwords  synonymous  with  imperial- 
ism, immorality,  and  exploitation. 

How  could  those  in  the  Middle  East 
have  so  badly  misinterpreted  Amer- 
ica's good  intentions?  Can't  they  see 
that  the  Judeo-Christian  armies  are 
really  just  trying  to  bring  freedom  and 
peace? 

With  fresh  memories  of  colonial- 
ism and  Cold  War  meddling,  it's  not 
surprising  that  so  many  throughout 
the  region  are  quick  to  reach  for  the 
closest  bazooka  and  support  the  local 
despot.  For  the  last  thousand  years, 
they've  had  to  fight  off  wave  after  wave 
of  encroaching  Westerners.  As  the  sec- 
ond Iraq  War  has  proven,  it's  crcizy  and 
irresponsible  to  think  that  the  most 


recent  crusaders  would  be  treated  any 
differently.  What's  worse  is  that  not 
only  have  the  neo-con's  goals  been  un- 
met, this  latest  incursion  has  actually 
reversed  most  of  the  region's  progress 
towards  democracy. 

Take  Iran.  Only  several  years  ago, 
the  country  was  under  the  leadership 
of  Mohammed  Khatami,  a  progressive 
president  committed  to  democratiz- 
ing state  institutions.  He  encouraged 
criticism  of  the  ruling  clerics  and 
welcomed  women  and  youth  into  the 
political  process.  Internationally,  Khat- 
ami advocated  a  "dialogue  among  civi- 
lizations" to  promote  communication 
and  understanding  in  the  international 
sphere. 

Then  came  Bush's  War  on  Terror,  the 
invasion  of  Iraq,  and  Iran's  member- 
ship in  the  "Axis  of  Evil."  The  political 
ramifications  were  enormous.  Khatami 
had  never  been  very  popular  with  the 
ruling  clerics,  but  they  generally  recog- 
nized the  legitimacy  of  his  command. 


America's  neo-conservative  foreign 
policy  changed  all  that. 

In  2004,  after  observing  the  speed 
with  which  U.S.  forces  deposed  the 
governments  of  Afghanistan  and  Iraq, 
the  reigning  clerics,  fearing  a  similar 
fate,  banned  thousands  of  pro-West 
candidates  from  running  in  Iran's  par- 
liamentary elections.  This  restriction, 
combined  with  the  nationalistic  fer- 
vor spurred  by  the  close  proximity  of 
American  forces,  led  to  the  landslide 
victory  of  conservative  extremist  Mah- 
moud  Ahmadinejad.  Since  his  election, 
Iran's  new  president  has  called  for  the 
destruction  of  Israel,  denied  the  Holo- 
caust, pursued  a  controversial  nuclear 
program,  forged  alliances  with  anti- 
Western  nations,  encouraged  interna- 
tional terrorism,  and  repealed  many 
of  the  reforms  implemented  by  his 
predecessor.  Needless  to  say,  the  Iraq 
invasion  wasn't  the  "watershed  event 
in  the  global  democratic  revolution" 
hoped  for  by  Bush  and  his  ideological 
brethren. 

AH  is  not  lost,  though — in  recent 
weeks  local  elections  in  Iran  have 
revealed  some  dissatisfaction  with 
Ahmadinejad's  high-octane  politics. 
This  popular  discontent  is  all  the  more 
reason  for  the  U.S.  to  seek  a  different 
policy  in  the  region,  one  of  diplomacy 
and  compromise. 

For  if  democracy  is  really  going  to 
flourish  in  that  part  of  the  world,  it 
will  develop  incrementally,  however 
inconvenient  that  may  be  for  the  social 
engineers  who  believe — not  unlike  the 
Marxists  of  previous  generations — 
that  complex  social  change  can  hap- 
pen overnight. 


-  LETTERS  - 

Ford  tough,  Saddam 
gets  tough  deal 

Former  U.S.  president  Gerald  Ford 
passed  away  recently  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  93,  after  a  long  battle  with 
illness.  Being  a  history  buff,  I  had 
absolutely  admired  this  man  for 
the  bold  decisions  he  took  at  a  time 
where  democracy  was  bearing  the 
brunt  of  scandal.  In  fact,  as  has  been 
noted  in  the  news,  his  decision  to 
pardon  President  Nixon  cost  Ford 
his  presidency,  but  in  fact  saved  the 
democratic  fabric  of  the  U.S.A. 

Many  miles  away  in  Baghdad, 
another  former  president,  Saddam 
Hussein,  was  recently  executed  in 
the  gallows.  The  former  Iraqi  dicta- 
tor was  hanged  by  masked  men 
in  a  most  undignified  manner.  To 
make  matters  worse,  the  video  of 
his  execution  was  made  public  by 
one  of  the  people  there  at  the  time. 
Both  men  were  presidents  but  their 
deaths  were  dealt  with  so  differently. 
Gerald  Ford  got  a  well-deserved 
state  funeral,  while  Saddam  was 
unceremoniously  executed.  It  took 
me  some  time  to  get  used  to  this 
dichotomy.  We  live  in  a  world  that 
is  far  from  perfect,  even  though 
another  year  has  passed  by. 

Amartaj  Parmar 
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theYARSTTY 

21  Sussex  Avenue,  Suite  306 
Toronto,  ON  MfS  1J6 


Editorial: 
(416)946-7600 


Advertising 
(416)946-7604 

il: 


editor@thevarsity.ca 


Editor-in-Chief 

Sarah  Barmak 

Production  Manager 

Rogelio  Briscno 

News  Editor 

Mike  Ghenu 

Photo  Editor 

Kara  Dillon 

Science  Editor 

Sandy  Huen 

Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 

Jordan  Bimm 


Sports  Editor 

Christophe  Poirier 

Comment  Editor 
J. P.  Antonacci 
Copy  Editor 

Andre  Bovee-Begun 

Satellite  Campus  Bureau  Chief 

Gus  Constantinou 

Associate  A&E  Editors 

Jennifer  Fabro 
Chandler  Levack 

Associate  Photo  Editor 

Jacqueline  Urbano 


Associate  Sports  Editor 

Perry  King 
Associate  News  Editors 
Malcolm  Johnston 
Adnan  Khan 
Josephine  Lee 
Amy  Smithers 
Ben  Spurr 
Kevin  Wong 
Associate  Comment  Editor 
Cam  Vidler 
Associate  Science  Editors 
Mayce  Al-Sukhni 
Mandy  Lo 


Contributors: 

Samir  Siddiqui,  Jonny  Timms 


VARSITY  PUBLICATIONS: 


General  Manager 

David  Levine 


Ad  Designer 

Rogelio  Briseno 


The  Varsity 


THURSDAY,  JANUARY  11, 2007  5 


VARSITY  PUBLICATIONS  INC. 
.  STATEMENT  OF  OPERATIONS 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  APRIL  30,  2006 


VARSITY  PUBLICATIONS  INC. 
STATEMENT  OF  FINANCIAL  POSITION 
APRIL  30,  2006 


VARSITY  PUBLICATIONS  INC. 
NOTES  TO  FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS 
APRIL  30.  2006 


REVENUE 

Advertising  (Schedule  "A") 
Student  levy 
Ottier  income 


EXPENSES 

Bad  debts 

Bank  charges  and  interest 
Bookkeeping 

Canadian  University  Press  fee 
Capital  assets 
Computer  support  service 
Delivery 

Equipment  rental 

Insurance 

Office  and  general 

Ptiotograptiy 

Printing 

Professional  fees 

Salaries.cotnmissions  and  benefits 
Teteplione  and  postage 
Travel  and  promotion 


EXCESS  (DEFICIENCY)  OF  REVENUES  OVER  EXPENSES 


$    365.175  $ 

314,368 

60,790 

63,500 

-    ...  . 

148 

425.965 

378.016 

22.197 

13,546 

2.244 

1,275 

5.900 

6.650 

5.439 

11.031 

1,754 

7,392 

200 

939 

7,208 

6,823 

1.110 

1,962 

1,297 

11.748 

11,745 

1.435 

3.062 

111,905 

110.654 

6.774 

5,460 

200.153 

221,815 

7,162 

10,278 

10..563 

1S,7?S 

396,644 

428,815 

(      29,321  S( 

50,799) 

ASSETS 

Current 

Casti  and  term  deposits 
Accounts  receivable 
Prepaid  expenses 


2006 


2QQS 


1 .     PURPOSE  OF  THE  OROANIZATION 


48.535  $  104,517 
82,486  86.991 
549  2,762. 


Varsity  Publications  inc.  put>ri4t^  "The  Varwty*.  LIniversrty  of  Toronto  atudenTs 
newspaper  twice  a  w«el(  during  the  sct>ool  y«ar  cov«nng  ttw  u  of  T  (Campus,  environs  and 
issues  tmportar>t  to  the  students  and  citizans. 

Varsity  Put>liC3tions  Inc.  is  jncorporated  under  the  Canada  Corporatioos  Act  as  a  not-for- 
profit  organization  and  is  exempt  from  income  tax  under  Canadian  Income  Tax  Act. 


$    131,570   $  194.270 


LIABILITIES 

Cuoaa 

Accounts  payable  and  accrued  liabilities 
NET  ASSETS 

Internally  restricted  for  capital  asset  acquisitions  (note  3) 
Unrestricted  net  assets 


2.     SIGNIFICANT  ACCOUNTING  POLICIES 


These  finance  statements  have  t>een  prepared  in  accordance  wUh  Canadian  generally 
accepted  account  principles  for  not.fbr-profit  organizations  and  reflect  the  following 


S  45,103  S  137.124 


68,740  70.494 

17.727  _L.  13.348) 

86.467  57.146 


S    131,570  $  194,270 


Behalf  of  the  Board: 


a)  Revenue  Recognition 

Advertising  revenue  is  recognized  as  earned  on  prtnt  completion  datc- 

Student  levy  >s  invoiced  annuaMy  and  recognized  as  revenue  m  the  period  to  wtiich 
ttiey  relate. 


(Capita)  assets  are  recorded  at  cost  and  are  charged  to  operations  in  the  year  of 

acquisition. 

c)  Baiasisgoij^ 

Ttre  Organization  derives  significant  benefits  from  the  voiuntary  services  of  fts 
members.  Since  these  servfces  are  not  nomnaHy  purchased  by  the  Organization  and 
because  it  is  not  possible  to  determine  ther  ^ir  value,  donated  seivices  are  rrot 
recognized  in  these  financial  statements. 


VARSITY  PUBLICATIONS  INC. 
NOTES  TO  FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS 
APRIL  30,  2006 


SIGNIFICANT  ACCOUNTING  POLICIES  -  continued 


d)   Use  of  Estimates 

The  preparation  of  financial  statements  in  accordance  with  Canadian  generally 
accepted  accounting  principles  requires  management  to  make  estimates  and 
assumptions  based  on  currently  available  information,  Sucti  estimates  and 
assumpttons  may  affect  the  reported  amounts  of  assets  and  llabililies,  me  disdosure 
of  contingent  assets  and  liabilities  as  at  the  reporting  date  and  the  reported  amounts 
of  revenue  and  expenses  during  the  current  period.  Actual  results  could  difier  from 
the  esb'mates  and  assumptions  used. 


RESTRICTIONS  ON  NET  ASSETS 


The  inlemally  restricted  net  assets  are  to  be  used  for  capital  asset  a9qulsitk)ns  with  the 
approval  of  the  Organizations  Board  of  Directors 

Unrestricted  net  assets  are  to  be  used  to  support  the  operations'  and  for  unforeseen 
contingencies  as  they  ^nse. 


FINANCIAL  INSTRUMENTS 


The  fair  value  of  cash,  accounts  recehrable  and  accounts  payable  approximates  their 
carrying  vaiue  due  to  their  short-term  maturity. 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  it  is  the  Board's  opinion  that  the  O^anization  is  not  exposed  to 
significant  interest  rate,  currency  or  credit  risk  arising  from  its  financial  instruments. 


5.     COMPARATIVE  FIGURES 


Where  necessary  certain  comparative  figures  have  been  reclassified  to  conform  to  the 
cunenl  year's  financial  statement  preserttalton. 


Kanicb  &  Partners 


Financial  Statement  of  Varsity 
Publications,  Inc. 

The  above  is  the  balance  sheet  and 
statement  of  income  and  expenses 
for  Varsity  Publications,  Inc.  for  the 
2005-06  school  year.  We  have 
printed  them  in  anticipation  of  our 
upcoming  Annual  General  Meeting  on 
January  25,  in  accordance  with  Varsity 
By-Law  3.01. 

In  the  opinion  of  independent  auditors, 

these  financial  statements 

present  fairly  the  financial  position  of 

Varsity  Publications,  Inc.  as 

at  April  30,  2006,  and  the  results  of  its 

operations,  changes  in  net 

assets  and  cash  flows  for  the  year  then 

ended  in  accordance  with 

Canadian  generally  accepted  accounting 

principles. 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

nowiwantto 

tackle  the 
tough  stufP' 


Meet  Heather. 

To  get  the  specialized  skills  and  field  experience  that 
would  get  her  connected  in  HR,  Heather  earned  her 
Postgraduate  Certificate  in  Human  Resources  from 
Number  in  only  2  semestei^.  She  now  works  as  an 
HR  Representative  in  the  Heeilth  Care  industry. 
We  think  she'll  manage  just  fine. 

Human  Resources,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


HUMBER 

Tiie  Business  Scliool 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


Western 


Schulich 

lilEOICINE  &  DENTISTRY 


PRtStNTS  THE 


adyate  Bioscierices 

NHO 


Saturday,  January  20, 2007 
11  a.m. -3  p.m.,  Great  Hall 


Anatomy  &  Cell  Biology 

Biology 

Biochemistry 

Biomedical  Engineering 

Developmental  Biology 

Environmental  Science 

Epidemiology 
&  Biostatistics 

MDPhD 

Medical  Biophysia 


Microbiology 
&  Immunology 

Neuroscience 

Pathology 

Pharmacology 
&  Toxicology 

Physiology 

Engineering  &  Physics 
programs  related  to  the 
biological  and  life  sciences 


For  more  information  and  to  register,  visit: 

www.uwo.ca/grad/openhouse 


Look  dosel 
at  Western 

n 


Canada's  best  graduate  student  experience 

Graduate  Biosciences  at  Western  provides  a  collaborative  environment  and 
an  interdisciplinary  approach  to  research.  You'll  work  wth,  and  learn  fronn, 
some  of  the  best  researchers  and  supervisors  In  the  world.  Competitive  funding 
is  available  and  you'll  enjoy  living  in  a  university  community  that  has  all  the 
advantages  of  a  major  urban  city. 

The  University  of  Western  Ontario 


Learn  more 
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The  Varsity 


ealthForceOntarioxa,  ifs  never  been  easier 
for  nurses  to  find  the  right  job  in  Ontario, 


HealthForceOntario.ca  is  designed  to  help  you  get  the 
most  out  of  your  career.  Here  you'll  find  job  listings, 
opportunities  for  continuing  education,  information  on 


the  evolving  roles  for  today's  nurses  -  evervlihing  you 
need  to  continue  being  a  key  member  of  the  team 
strengthening  health  care  in  Ontario. 


1 1-800-596-4046. 


Paid  for  by  the  Government  of  Ont<irio 


Ontario 


science@thevarsity.ca 
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Cracks  in  the  ice 

Climate  change  is  affecting  the  Canadian  Arctic  in  astounding  ways.  The  loss  of  the  Ayles  ice  shelf 
is  just  the  latest  development  in  the  changing  landscape  of  the  north. 


The  Ayles  ice  shelf,  circled,  may  be  no  more  than  a  small  fraction  of  this  satellite  image 
from  NASA's  MODIS,  but  it  is  approximately  the  size  of  11,000  football  fields. 


Sandy  Huen 


Like  all  ecosystems,  the  Arctic  ice 
shelves  experience  ice  growth  and 
loss  over  time.  However,  the  calv- 
ing, or  breaking  off  into  the  sea,  of 
the  Ayles  ice  shelf  in  August  2005, 
and  the  lack  of  new  ice  coming  into 
the  remaining  five  Canadian  ice 
shelves,  are  the  latest  concerns 
the  Canadian  Arctic  is  facing. 

"It's  an  indicator  of  a  trend  we've 
seen  over  the  last  decade  of  in- 
creasingly warm  temperatures 
globally,"  said  Laurie  Weir,  an  ice 
analyst  at  the  Canadian  Ice  Service 
in  a  telephone  interview.  She  spot- 
ted the  ice  break  a  week  after  it  oc- 
curred and  contacted  a  University 
of  Ottawa  colleague,  Luke  Copland 


of  the  Laiboratory  for  Cryospheric 
Research. 

With  additional  data  from  NASA's 
MODIS  and  ASTER  imaging  instru- 
ments and  wind  and  temperature 
patterns  leading  up  to  the  event, 
Copland  and  his  colleagues  spent 
a  year  piecing  together  the  half- 
hour  when  the  87  square  kilome- 
tres of  ice  were  lost. 

"That's  a  little  larger  than  the 
island  of  Manhattan,"  Copland  ex- 
plained. His  report  has  recently 
been  submitted  to  Geophysical 
Research  Letters,  and  the  infor- 
mation on  the  break  has  been 
presented  at  a  number  of  climate 
chajige  conferences. 

With  the  information  gained 
about  the  Ayles  ice  break,  the  fu- 


ture of  the  five  remaining  Cana- 
dian ice  shelves — dated  at  three 
to  four  thousand  years  old — isn't 
promising. 

"In  1900,  there  were  10,000 
square  kilometres  [of  ice].  Today's 
there  are  about  a  thousand,"  said 
Copland.  The  Ayles  is  the  biggest 
single  piece  of  ice  to  break  off  in 
the  last  25  years,  but  this  century 
has  seen  the  continuous  loss  of  90 
per  cent  of  Canada's  sea  ice. 

"In  a  balanced  climate,  you  would 
expect  ice  shelves  to  fracture  off  at 
regular  periods  naturally,  because 
natural  ice  would  form  and  push 
old  ice  off,"  said  Copland.  "But  the 
difference  is  we're  not  getting  the 
resupply  of  ice  coming  back  from 
the  ice  shelves." 

"In  particular,  in  the  Ward  Hunt 
ice  shelf,  situated  further  east  of 
the  Ayles  ice  shelf. ..pieces  of  this 
ice  shelf  have  calved  and  moved 
out  to  the  Arctic  path,"  said  Weir. 

In  2002,  the  Ward  Hunt  ice  shelf 
cracked  in  half.  To  Copland,  it  looks 
doomed  to  break  off  entirely. 

"Calving  is  a  natural  process,  but 
it's  not  being  balanced,"  said  Cop- 
land. "None  of  [the  shelves  have] 
enough  [ice]  coming  in  to  them." 

The  ice  shelves  host  unique,  mi- 
croscopic ecosystems  in  the  brack- 
ish water  beneath  them.  The  float- 
ing shelves,  typically  attached  to 
ice  on  the  ground,  trap  a  mixture 
of  sea  water  and  fresh  water  called 
an  epishelf  lake,  which  plays  home 
to  microbes  like  microalgae.  The 
fracture  and  loss  of  the  ice  shelves 
have  destroyed  the  environment 


that  housed  these  unique  species, 
and  with  it  a  part  of  the  Arctic's 
biodiversity. 

The  seven  degree  temperature 
increase  in  today's  Arctic  has  alert 
stations  and  ice  scientists  closely 
watching  not  only  the  Ayles  ice 
shelf  but  the  rest  of  Canada's  ice. 

The  gulf  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
river  and  the  Great  Lakes,  accord- 
ing to  Weir,  usually  receives  ice  in 
inlets,  but  has  seen  minimal  ice 
this  year.  For  transport  routes  that 
run  through  these  bodies  of  water, 
nearly  ice-free  conditions  make 
transport  easier,  albeit  at  the  envi- 
ronment's expense. 

As  for  the  former  Ayles  ice  shelf, 
which  has  frozen  into  sea  ice  50  km 
west  of  its  original  location  since 
the  summer  of  2006,  the  threat  of 
the  new  island  colliding  with  oil 
platforms  or  shipping  routes  is 
minimal. 

"If  we  continue  to  see  the  arctic 
pack  melting,  and  with  the  general 
trend  in  the  currents  in  the  Arctic 
Ocean,  we  would  expect  that  this 
ice  island  will  move  south  west- 
ward, and  potentially  into  the 
Beauford  Sea  area  where  there  are 
oil  [projects],"  said  Weir. 

"We're  in  period  of  a  warming 
environment,"  said  Weir.  "What's 
up  for  debate  is  the  cause.  Some 
people  would  say  man  has  induced 
this  change,  and  others  feel  this  is 
part  of  a  regular  cycle  of  climatic 
change.  I  would  certainly  say  that 
the  temperatures  you're  seeing  in 
Toronto  are  being  reflected  in  the 
high  Arctic." 


//SCIENCE  IN  BRIEF 


Monkey  see,  monkey  eat 

If  a  colourblind  capuchin  monkey  were 
human,  he'd  never  be  allowed  to  pilot 
an  aircraft.  But  recent  research  has 
shown  these  monkeys  are  better  at 
finding  camouflaged  insects  than  their 
full-coloured  vision  counterparts. 
Amanda  Melin  from  the  University  of 
Calgary  studies  the  eating  behavior  of 
wild  capuchin  monkeys  in  Costa  Rica. 
She  and  her  colleagues  have  found 
that  dichromatic  monkeys,  which  are 
red-green  colourblind,  make  more  at- 
tempts to  catch  camouflaged  insects 
than  trichromatic  monkeys  who  can 
detect  red,  orange,  yellow  and  green. 
Capuchin  monkeys  rely  heavily  on  in- 
sects for  their  diet  and  about  50  per 
cent  of  insects  they  eat  are  camou- 
flaged. This  is  the  first  evidence  of  a 
selective  advantage  for  colour-blind- 
ness. Why  are  colourblind  monkeys 
better  at  picking  out  camouflaged  ob- 
jects? Primatologists  say  colourblind 
individuals  might  have  less  colour 
information  entering  the  brain,  leav- 
ing more  mental  resources  to  process 
differences  in  shapes  and  contrasts. 
Source:  Animal  Behaviour 
— MANDYLO 

I'll  tell  you  later 

Procrastination  is  an  issue  in  many 
a  student's  academic  career,  and  for 
one  University  of  Calgary  professor, 
it's  become  the  focus  of  his  most  re- 
cent publication.  In  an  analysis  of  691 
other  studies  on  procrastination,  Dr. 
Piers  Steel  concludes  that  procrastina- 
tion can  be  reduced  to  a  simple  math- 
ematical equation.  The  variables  in- 
clude how  much  a  person  can  expect 
to  succeed  with  the  given  task,  the 
value,  desirability,  and  availability  of 
the  task,  and  the  person's  sensitivity 
to  delay.  According  to  Steel,  procras- 
tinators  have  less  confidence  in  their 
ability  to  complete  the  task,  termed 
a  lowered  expectancy.  He  also  warns 
that  perfectionism  is  not  the  cause  of 
procrastination,  and  perfectionists 
are  more  likely  to  procrastinate  less 
and  worry  more.  True  procrastination 
comes  when  a  person  believes  it  ad- 
vantageous to  start  sooner,  but  does 
not.  With  an  estimated  15  to  20  per 
cent  of  the  general  population  pro- 
crastinating, Steel  encourages  that 
research  into  procrastination  not  be 
delayed,  as  the  growth  of  this  "self- 
regulatory  failure"  is  spreading. 
Source:  Psychological  Bulletin 
—SANDY  HUEN 

Circumcised  is  safer? 

Two  randomized,  controlled  trials 
investigating  HIV  in  Uganda  and  Ke- 
nya were  stopped  early  when  they 
reached  the  conclusion  that  circum- 
cised men  have  about  half  the  risk  of 
acquiring  HIV  infection  from  females 
as  do  men  who  are  not  circumcised.  A 
similar  South  African  study  from  2005 
that  was  also  stopped  early  found  that 
circumcision  decreases  risk  of  infec- 
tion from  female  to  male  transmission 
by  at  least  60  per  cent.  These  results 
indicate  that  adult  male  circumcision 
could  be  used  as  an  important  addi- 
tion to  other  HIV  preventative  strate- 
gies. 

Source:  BMJ 

— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 
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VARSITY  SCIENCE 


science@thevarsity.ca 


WRITE  FOR  SCIENCE 

^SQien(;e@thevjrsity,ca, 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
•  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

Simulated  Practice  Exams 
'  Free  Repeat  Policy 
'  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

mmmmm 

www.oxforclseminars.com 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


*  intensive  60-Hour  Program 

«  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

«  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

t  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

» Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

9  Teacher  Placement  Service 

»  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 

»  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

J  OXFORD 

■  S  E  M  !  N  A  R  S 

416-924.3240/1.800-779-17J9 
www.oxfordseminars.com 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want 

a  piece  of 
the  action" 


Meet  Denise. 

To  get  the  specialized  focus  that  would  help  her  zero  in 
on  her  goals,  Denise  earned  her  Postgraduate  Certificate 
in  Marketing  Management  from  Humber  in  only  2  semesters. 
She  now  wori<s  for  one  of  Canada's  top  weather  networks. 
We  forecast  a  great  future  for  her. 

Marketing  Mangement,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


HUMBER 


The  Business  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


Focus  on  your 
e-possibilities 


Bachelor  of  Applied  Business 

e-Business 
Degree 


HUMBER 

The  Business  School 


Learn  from  industry  professionals 
Gain  real-world  business  skills 
Experience  a  four-month  paid  work  term 
Obtain  a  four-year  specialized  degree 
Have  the  freedom  to  pick  and  choose 

For  additional  details  on  this  unique  de^ee: 

Edmund  Baumann.  Program  Coordinator 
416.675.6622,  ext.  3337 
edmund.baumann@  humber.ca 

www.business.humber.ca 


//RETRO  REVIEW 


'Typhoid  Mary' 

A  century  ago,  a  public  health 
disaster  hit  New  York  City  in 
the  form  of  "Typhoid  Mary,"  a 
cook  who  carried  typhoid  fever, 
spreading  the  disease  to  a  num- 
ber of  households  she  worked 
without  showing  any  symptoms 
herself. 

She  was  identified  in  the  spring 
of  1907  as  Mary  Mallon  by  the  doc- 
tor and  sanitary  worker  George 
Soper,  who  had  been  tracing  her 
employment  through  New  York. 
Soper  was  unable  to  make  Mallon 
consent  to  an  examination  until 
March,  as  the  concept  of  a  dis- 
ease carrier  with  no  symptoms 
of  the  disease  was  yet  uncharac- 
terized.  The  apparently  healthy 
Mallon  insisted  she  was  being  un- 
justly persecuted,  and  refused  to 
take  precautions  against  spread- 
ing the  disease. 

By  the  time  Mallon  was  forcibly 
apprehended,  she  had  caused  26 
cases  of  typhoid  fever,  and  one 
death.  At  the  Riverside  Hospital 
where  she  was  detained,  tests 
on  her  urine  and  stool  confirmed 
large  amounts  of  the  "Bacillus  ty- 


Wm. 


phosus,"  today  known  as  Salmo- 
nella typhi.  Twice,  the  stool  sam- 
ples failed  to  confirm  bacteria  in 
Mallon's  body,  and  she  appeared 
to  show,  according  to  Soper,  "re- 
markable bodily  strength  and 
agility." 

As  one  of  the  first  known  as- 
ymptomatic carriers  of  an  infec- 
tious disease,  Mallon  was  held  by 
the  department  of  health  in  New 
York  City  until  1910,  when  health 
officials  declared  her  free  from 
germs.  Five  years  later,  Mallon 
worked  as  a  hospital  cook  under  a 
pseudonym  and  infected  25  more 
people  in  another  outbreak.  Police 
tracked  her  down,  identifying  the 
veiled  Mallon  "by  her  walk,"  and 
confined  her  in  quarantine  again, 
this  time  for  23  years  until  her 
death  in  1938.  According  to  the 
New  York  Times,  March  28,  1915, 
"Typhoid  Mary"  had  become  the 
"most  celebrated  germ-carrier  in 
the  world." 

Source:  Journal  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  June  15, 
1907,  and  New  York  Times,  March 
28,  1915. 

— SANDY  HUEN 


Till  death  and  beyond 

Your  body's  first  line  of  defence 
against  bacteria  and  fungi  is  a  kind 
of  white  blood  cell  called  neutrophil 
granulocytes.  For  more  than  a  cen- 
tury, scientists  have  known  that  the 
body's  bone  marrow  produces  these 
immune  cells  at  a  rate  of  millions  a 
minute.  They  hunt  invading  bacteria 
at  the  site  of  infection,  killing  their 
prey  by  ingesting  it  and  breaking  it 
down  with  antimicrobial  proteins. 
But  new  research  from  the  Max 
Planck  Institute  for  Infectious  Biol- 
ogy has  described  another  method 
by  which  neutrophils  protect  the 
body.  Neutrophils,  when  stimulated 
correctly,  will  begin  a  process  of 
suicide  that  collects  enzymes  and 
other  bacteria-killing  components 
inside  themselves.  The  neutrophil 
contracts  until  its  membrane  bursts 
and  releases  these  components  into 
structures  nicknamed  the  Neutro- 
phil Extracellular  Traps,  or  NETs. 
Though  the  neutrophil  is  dead,  their 
NETs  kill  just  as  many  bacteria  as 
their  living  counterparts. 
Source:  Journal  of  Cell  Biology 
— S.H. 
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In  focus:  2006  in  film 

Last  year's  top  ten  flicks  as  selected  by  our  film  critic 


Radheyan  Simonpjilai 

FILM  CRITIC 


It's  apparent  that  the  dust  clouds  of  Sept  11, 
2001  have  settled  on  Tinseltown.  Relics  of  the 
disaster,  good  and  bad,  seem  to  be  popping  up 
in  films  everywhere — it  really  seemed  like  every 
second  film  in  2006  had  a  post-9/11  slant,  innu- 
endo or  plot  arc.  It's  art  imitating  life  at  its  most 
marketable  level,  and  it  has  reached  a  saturation 
point  that  can  easily  induce  post-9/11  fatigue 
(I'm  already  sick  of  mentioning  it). 

Even  escapist  popcorn-friendly  franchis- 
es— where  such  gravitas  would  normally  be 
taboo — could  not  escape  making  references  to 
the  events  and  the  new  social  climate  of  war  and 
security  that  followed. 

So,  as  terror  got  real,  James  Bond  had  to  fol- 
low suit  in  his  latest  adventure.  Casino  Royale. 
Abandoning  the  megalomaniac  villain  with  de- 
structive lunar-lasers,  007  instead  chased  (sans 
the  invisible  car,  thank  God)  an  international 
money  launderer  who,  surprise,  surprise,  funds 
terrorism. 

Superman  returned  from  a  five-year  hiatus  this 
past  summer  (convenient  timing,  no?)  to  repair 
a  world  gone  to  shit  in  his  absence.  Accordingly, 
his  first  feat  is  thwarting  an  aerial  disaster,  as  he 
halts  a  plane  from  slamming  into  Metropolis. 

Entire  genres  even  shifted  to  make  room  for 
current  sentiments.  The  suburban  drama  now 
highlights  post-9/11  paranoia  (Little  Children) 
as  one  of  society's  ills.  And  in  comedy,  a  faux- 
Kazakh  journalist  named  Borat  poked  fun  at 
America's  ignorance  and  arrogance. 

In  fact,  while  assembling  the  following  list 
of  the  ten  finest  films  from  last  year,  it  became 
obvious  that  each  one  makes  at  least  a  passing 
reference  or  has  some  parallel  allegory  to  our 
current  geopolitical  state  of  affairs. 

10.  The  Queen(D\r.  Stephen  Frears) 

Helen  Mirren  amuses  us  with  a  lifelike  portrait 
of  this  figurehead.  A  recounting  of  the  turbulent 
public  relations  war  between  Tony  Blair  and 
Queen  Elizabeth  following  the  tragic  death  of 
Princess  Diana,  The  Queen  is  a  film  about  a  lead- 
er who  is  dutifully  out  of  touch  with  her  subjects 
and  their  celebrity-infatuated  culture.  The  film 
boasts  superb  acting  from  the  ensemble  cast, 
headed  by  Mirren  and  Michael  Sheen,  who  both 
give  life  to  Peter  Morgan's  witty  and  observant 
screenplay. 

Half  Nelson  {d\r.  Ryan  Fleck) 

Ryan  Fleck's  debut  feature  takes  on  popular  stu- 
dent-teacher feel-good  fodder  and  injects  it  with 
a  harsh  dose  of  reality.  Dan  Dunne  (played  by 
Canadian  darling  Ryan  Gosling)  is  the  pivotal 
mentor,  but  he  is  afflicted  with  an  addiction  to 
crack  and  booze.  His  ideals  gave  out  to  cold  disil- 
lusionment long  ago,  and  as  hard  as  he  may  try 
to  say  the  right  thing,  everything  seems  to  come 
out  wrong.  Not  since  200rs  The  Believerhas  Gos- 
ling had  the  opportunity  to  show  his  excellence 
as  an  actor  in  the  way  that  he  does  here.  Half  Nel- 
son is  carried  by  the  intensity  of  its  lead  perfor- 
mance— in  which  Gosling  imbues  his  character 
with  presence  that  fills  the  screen,  and  inspires 


TOP  TEN:  Twisted  epic  Pan's  Labyrinth  came  in  third  on  our  year-end  list 


real  hope  for  awards-season  glory.  The  brilliant 
soundtrack  scored  by  Toronto  indie-darlings 
Broken  Social  Scene  doesn't  hurt  either. 

8.  Fateless{D\{.  Lajos  Koltai) 

A  Holocaust  film  that  delves  deeper  into  the  soul 
of  the  individual  than  any  previous  treatments 
of  the  subject,  Lajos  Koltai's  Fateless  zooms  in 
on  the  emotional  and  mental  state  of  a  carefree 
Jewish  teen.  Gyuri  (Marcell  Nagy)  is  forced  to 
wear  the  yellow  Star  of  David  by  the  Nazis,  but 
is  indifferent  to  what  is  happening  around  him. 
However,  his  psyche  is  eventually  worn  down  by 
the  cruelty  of  a  system  that  wants  to  engineer 
the  destruction  of  an  entire  civilization.  An  ex- 
quisitely photographed  film,  Fateless  utilizes  a 
colour  palette  of  golden  hues  that  eventually 
bleeds  to  become  as  dry  and  lifeless  as  its  main 
character. 

7.  Cache  (D\r.  U\ch3e\  Haneke) 

An  upper-crust  Parisian  couple  is  being  stalked 
by  someone  who  is  leaving  footage  of  their 
house  on  their  doorstep.  Daniel  Autiel  plays 
Georges,  a  television  host  who  seems  to  have 
more  to  hide  than  whomever  turned  the  bionic 
eye  on  his  family.  A  taut  psychological  thriller 
with  a  reverberating  political  allegory  under  the 
surface.  Cache  was  the  most  brilliantly  difficult 
film  to  like  last  year,  because  it  puts  you  in  an 
unending  state  of  discomfort.  Austrian  director 
Michael  Haneke  toys  with  you  from  his  opening 
shot  (which  isn't  what  it  seems),  in  a  cryptic  film 
with  a  mysterious  anti-hero  who  refuses  to  seek 
the  truth. 

The  Departed 

(Dir.  Martin  Scorsese) 

Two  moles — one  cop,  one  criminal,  and  some- 
times vice  versa — go  head  to  head  in  a  battle  of 
wits  and  bullets,  with  a  big  pile  o'bodies  stacking 
up  along  the  way.  It's  a  remake  of  a  Hong  Kong 


action  thriller  (Infernal  Affairs),  set  in  Boston 
instead  of  Scorsese's  usual  New  York  tip.  Pack- 
ing in  an  intimidating  and  able  ensemble  cast,  a 
stinger  of  a  screenplay  from  William  Monahan, 
and  the  razor-sharp  scissorwork  of  his  longtime 
editor  Thelma  Schoonmaker,  Scorsese  moulds 
this  mole  hunt  into  one  of  the  most  pulsating 
cops-and-criminals  sagas  since  Michael  Mann's 
Heat. 

5.  Letters  from  ImJima 

(Dir  Clint  Eastwood) 

Clint  Eastwood's  companion  piece  to  the  melo- 
dramatic WWII  diatribe  Flags  of  Our  Fathers  is 
as  somber,  disciplined,  and  determined  as  the 
Japanese  men  it  dutifully  depicts.  Swapping  the 
point-of-view  to  place  American  soldiers  in  front 
of  the  cross-hairs — with  barely  a  shutter  of  a 
glimpse  at  the  flag  that  caused  all  the  commo- 
tion— Eastwood's  daunting  approach  gets  into 
the  heads  of  the  Japanese  soldiers  on  the  volca- 
nic black  sands  of  Iwo  Jima,  who  were  drastical- 
ly outnumbered,  malnourished,  and  struggling 
with  dysentery  while  facing  an  intimidating  U.S. 
armada.  Death  was  a  certainty — no  one  tells 
them  otherwise — and  their  only  hope  is  to  leave 
behind  a  heroic  legacy.  Eastwood  honours  their 
memory  in  an  exquisitely  understated  story, 
while  reminding  us  that,  regardless  of  what  side 
we  come  from,  in  war,  we're  all  in  the  line  of  fire. 

4.  Children  of  Men 

(Dir  Alfonso  Cuaron) 

Mexican  director  Alfonso  Cuaron's  Children  of 
Men  is  the  bleakest,  most  depressing  vision  of 
the  future  since  Blade  Runner  It's  a  dystopian 
nativity  story  set  20  years  in  the  future,  when  a 
fertility  crisis  has  robbed  the  world  of  any  hope 
for  the  next  generation.  Clive  Owen  plays  Theo, 
a  disgruntled,  noir-ish  schlub  who  discovers 
a  young  girl  named  Kee  (Claire-Hope  Ashity) 
pregnant — the  last  glint  of  hope  for  humanity  on 


the  verge  of  self-annihilation.  A  clever  adapta- 
tion of  P.D.  James'  sci-fi  novel  of  the  same  name. 
Children  of  Men  provides  a  startling  vision  of  a 
not-too-distant  future,  a  reminder  that  today's 
issues  can  lead  to  annihilation  right  around  the 
corner. 

3.  Pan's  Labyrinth     Guillermo  del  Toro) 

It's  like  a  David  Cronenberg  Namia,  and  is  justly 
touted  as  director  Guillermo  del  Toro's  master- 
piece. A  haunting  lullaby  set  against  the  horrors 
of  Francisco  Franco's  Spain,  Pan's  Labyrinth  is 
an  emotionally  sweeping,  richly  poetic  fairytale 
that  contains  a  powerful  allegory  of  brutal  civil 
war.  The  film  stars  Ivana  Baquero  as  the  starry- 
eyed  Ofelia,  the  innocent  pawn  trapped  between 
the  parallel  tracks  of  the  magical  world  below 
and  the  cruel  fascist  reality  above.  By  elegantly 
weaving  wartime  drama  with  child  fantasy,  the 
film  subverts  the  conventions  of  make-believe  to 
visualize  how  the  innocent  rely  on  illusion  as  a 
source  of  hope  when  all  else  seems  lost. 

2.  Uttle  Children^.  Todd  Field) 

In  the  Bedroom  director  Todd  Field  takes  anoth- 
er look  between  the  sheets  of  suburbia,  where 
notions  of  "responsibility"  and  "unhappiness" 
have  become  interchangeable,  and  ideas  of 
"homeland  security"  and  "terrorism"  are  now 
bedfellows.  It's  the  story  of  two  parents,  played 
by  the  remarkable  duo  of  Kate  Winslet  and  Pat- 
rick Wilson,  who  embark  on  a  clandestine  affair, 
abandoning  their  parental  duties  for  the  fulfill- 
ment of  more  carnal  desires.  Jarring  tonal  shifts 
that  push  and  pull  between  dark  comedy  and 
melodrama,  along  with  a  sadistic  narrator  who 
attacks  the  audience's  comfort  zone  with  blunt 
force,  make  Little  Children  one  of  the  most  un- 
relenting, unforgiving,  creeps-under-your-skin 
portraits  of  contemporary  Middle  America. 

1.  United 93(D\r.  Paul  Greengrass) 

The  movie  that  most  audiences  didn't  Wcmt 
made,  saying  it  would  too  close,  and  too  soon, 
is  the  headliner  for  a  year  filled  with  references 
and  innuendos  to  the  post-9/11  world.  United  93 
is  the  only  film  that  had  the  sincerity  to  avoid  po- 
litical commentary  and  simply  observe,  to  com- 
memorate both  what  was  tragic  and  what  was 
heroic  that  day.  There  were  so  many  ways  that 
this  film  could  have  gone  wrong,  many  of  which 
were  evident  in  that  other  9/11  film,  the  sappy 
World  Trade  Center  However,  this  flight  was  pilot- 
ed by  the  very  capable  hands  of  Bloody  Sunday 
director  Paul  Greengrass.  Smartly  avoiding  star 
power  and  Hollywood  gimmickry,  Greengrass 
brought  his  penchant  for  cinema  verite  to  the 
helm  of  a  picture  that  authentically  relives  that 
crucial  moment  in  recent  history.  While  other 
movies  preached  about  the  event  after  the  fact. 
United  93  challenges  us  to  relive  the  moment 
that  started  it  all. 

Runners-Up: 

Babel,  Borat,  Casino  Royale,  Deliver  Us  From 
Evil,  Dreamgirls,  L'Enfant,  The  Fountain,  Manufac- 
tured Landscapes,  A  Prairie  Home  Companion, 
The  Proposition,  The  Road  to  Guantanamo,  and 
Volver 


//CD  REVIEW 


Rating:  VVVVv 


Nas  -  Hip-Hop  Is  Dead 
(Def  Jam) 

Since  the  release  of  his  classic 
debut  Illmatic,  all  of  Nas's  follow- 
ing albums  have  been  criticized 
unfairly.  But  on  Hip-Hop  Is  Dead, 
an  album  that  has  been  heavily 
anticipated  since  early  2005,  Nas 
goes  on  the  offensive,  putting  hip- 
hop  on  notice  in  a  controversial 
and  well-done  album. 

Hip-Hop  Is  Dead  shows  off  a  re- 
juvenated Nasir  Jones,  as  his  Def 
Jam  debut  is  a  skilled  compilation 


of  street  tales  and  self-conscious 
narratives,  matching  Nas's  sharp 
rhyming  with  equally  effective 
production  from  some  of  the 
game's  best  beat-makers.  Soni- 
cally  and  vocally,  Hip-Hop  Is  Dead 
is  an  intriguing  piece  of  work,  and 
Nas  displays  a  sense  of  urgency 
early  on  through  "Carry  On  Tra- 
dition," where  Nas  blasts  atten- 
tion-seeking rappers.  The  album's 
first  single  "Hip-Hop  Is  Dead"  is  a 
reworked  version  of  Street's  Dis- 
ciple's "Thief's  Theme,"  but  it  still 
manages  to  work  as  an  effective 


title  track.  "Black  Republican,"  the 
long-awaited  collabo  between  Nas 
and  Jay-Z,  shows  off  the  influence 
of  the  two  best  rappers  of  our 
time,  and  long-time  Nas  produc- 
er L.E.S.  does  an  incredible  job 
backing  the  historic  joint.  Kanye 
West  puts  haters  in  their  place  on 
"Let  There  Be  Light,"  as  Ye  adds 
another  classic  single  to  his  re- 
sume, with  Nas  and  Tre  Williams 
collaborating  for  one  of  the  best 
rap/r&b  collabos  of  2006.  Nas 
even  gets  The  Game  and  Dr.  Dre 
together  for  the  speaker-splitting 


"Hustlers,"  another  solid  track  off 
an  album  packed  full  of  them. 

Hip-Hop  Is  Dead  is  an  excellent 
album  from  front  to  back,  with  the 
Snoop-assisted  "Play  On  Playa" 
being  the  only  forgettable  song  on 
what  is  easily  one  of  the  best  al- 
bums of  year.  Nas's  latest  offering 
is  irony  at  its  best,  because  let's 
face  it:  Hip-Hop  Is  Dead  marks  the 
awakening  of  hip-hop  with  a  stand- 
out effort  from  arguably  the  most 
consistent  lyricist  of  our  era. 

— SAMIRSIDDIQUI 
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Pop  in  review 

A  look  back  at  2006  through  the  eyes  of  Advancement  Theory 
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Chandler  Levack 

ASSOCIATE  ARTS  EDITOR 


We  here  at  The  Varsity  have  been  spill- 
ing some  tuition-levied  ink  on  the  cul- 
tural status  of  "Advancement"  lately. 
Suggested  by  possibly-high-on-angel- 
dust  critical  guru  Chuck  Klosterman  in 
a  2004  Esquire  column,  Advancement 
is  the  act  of  an  "advanced  individu- 
al— i.e.  a  true  genius — (who)  creates  a 
work  that  99  per  cent  of  the  population 
perceives  as  bad."  Artists  who  fulfill 
expectations  are  considered  "predict- 
able," and  those  that  do  directly  the 
opposite  of  what  is  anticipated  are 
"overt."  The  true  genius  is  the  one  who 
transcends  all  expectations  to  subvert 
their  artistic  realm. 

Perhaps  most  importantly.  Advance- 
ment bears  no  relation  to  the  Genera- 
tion X  insistence  upon  "irony."  This  is 
why  Flavor  Flav  can  be  considered  "ad- 
vanced," but  the  show  Flavor  of  Love  2 
is  overt,  at  best. 

Some  believe  Advancement  is  the 
only  way  to  understand  post-9/11  art 
(9/11  being  the  foundational  event  of 
the  Advanced  era,  according  to  Klos- 
terman). Think  of  the  age  we  live  in, 
the  insistence  upon  "cegi  n'est  pas 
une  pipe"-type  self-referentialitypref- 
erentiality  in  '00  music  ("this  is  not  a 
single,"  "this  is  not  a  lead  singer,"  etc.), 
indie  snobbery  towards  things  that 
are  actually  good  (like  the  band  Jet) 
and  nostalgia  for  the  things  we've  nev- 
er even  experienced  (television  show 
box  sets). 

Therefore,  as  a  Icind  of  belated  yet 
culturally  imperative  holiday  treat, 
The  Varsity  brings  to  you  a  2006  round- 
up of  the  most  predictable,  overt  and 
Advanced  artifacts  in  music,  film  and 
television.  In  2006,  the  paperback  ver- 
sion of  Lunar  Park  by  Bret  Easton  El- 


LOST  ADVANCES:  The  unpredictable  nature  of  this  addictive  TV  serial  make  it  Advanced. 


lis  was  Advanced,  Bob  Dylan's  Alicia 
Keyes  shoutout  in  "Modern  Times" 
was  overt  and  Britney  Spears  lady-gar- 
den flash  was,  contrary  to  popular  be- 
lief, predictable.  Mini-hamburgers  are 
now  postmodern  and  the  jury  is  still 
out  on  Harmony  Korine. 


YEAR  OF  ADVANCEMENT 
-  MUSIC 

Predictable:  Sam's  TbivnbyThe  Killers 

In  the  much-anticipated  follow-up  to 
Hot  Fuss,  Las  Vegas's  most  famous 
Mormons  don't  necessarily  do  what 
was  expected  (i.e.  more  New  Order), 
but  instead  take  an  even  more  pre- 
dictable road,  trying  to  emulate  the 
Boss.  While  this  does  not  discount 
the  awesome  power  of  single  "When 
You  Were  Young,"  the  rest  sound  like 
half-founded  regurgitations,  like  Bruce 


singing  in  the  shower  with  even  lazier 
instrumentals. 

Overt:  Love  by  The  Beatles 

Sound  engineer  Sir  George  Michaels 
creates  new  Beatles  songs  by  layering 
on  old  ones,  achieving  a  creepy  effect 
for  the  soundtrack  to  a  new  Cirque  Du 
Soleil  show.  The  effect  is  "Yesterday" 
with  guitar  solos  from  "Abbey  Road" — 
recognizable  starts  and  endings  from 
other  Beatles  tunes  restructured  into 
others.  Disjointed,  bizarre — and  it 
doesn't  even  work. 

Advanced:  Ks  by  Johanna  Newsom 

A  title  inspired  by  a  mythical  city  in 
Brittany,  Ys  is  only  four  tracks  that  av- 
erage 11  minutes  in  length.  Newsom's 
voice  sounds  like  a  haunted  mountain 
woman  on  the  brink  of  schizophre- 
nia, and  the  hushed  orchestral  and 


jazz-tinged  instrumentals  compliment 
her  harp  playing  expertly.  Both  child- 
like and  utterly  experienced,  "Ys"  is 
most  Advanced  because  it  echoes 
everything  else  unique  -  Astral  Weeks 
by  Van  Morrison,  Pet  Sounds  by  The 
Beach  Boys  and  probably  The  Eraser 
by  Thom  Yorke.  The  complicated,  his- 
tronic  lyrics  only  add  to  the  equation 
of  sheer  madness. 


YEAR  OF  ADVANCEMENT 
-FILM 

Predictable:  The  Departed 

Big  stars,  typical  scruffy  cop  dialogue 
about  cocaine  and  the  employment 
of  cell  phones  as  a  major  plot  device. 
While  Martin  Scorcese  delivers  an 
edgy,  well-paced  thriller  that  will 
actually  keep  you  guessing,  it  doesn't 
"depart"  from  any  thrillers  he's  made 
before  it,  even  when  "copping"  from 
the  original  Hong  Kong  film.  As  usual. 
Jack  Nicholson  plays  himself. 

Overt:  Snakes  On  A  Plane 

The  internet  takes  over:  as  snarky 
responses  from  disenfranchised  blog- 
gers  make  up  false  dialogue  for  a  film 
about  snakes,  originally  titled  Pacific 
Air  Flight  12L  What  results  is  a  filrn  try- 
ing too  hard  to  appease  people  who 
have  already  made  all  the  jokes  they 
can  think  of  while  drunk. 

Advanced:  Stranger  Jhan  Fiction 

Not  just  because  Will  Ferrell  is  an 
excellent  dramatic  actor.  Not  just 
because  the  meta-narrative  aspects 
of  the  screenplay  deconstruct  them- 
selves. Not  just  because  Spoon's  score 


is  probably  only  three  songs.  Stranger 
Than  Fiction  is  the  most  Advanced 
film  of  the  year  because  every  aspect 
of  the  film  is  meticulously  orientated 
towards  exploration  of  the  concept  of 
narrative  film  itself. 


YEAR  OF  ADVANCEMENT 
-TELEVISION 

Predictable :  Studio  BO  on  the  Sunset 
5//7/;  (runner  up.  Ugly  Betty) 

If  you've  seen  one  Aaron  Sorkin  show, 
you've  seen  them  all:  characters  walk- 
ing and  talking  down  hallways,  all  to 
excessively  boring  effect.  And  this 
time,  it's  "funny." 

Overt:  Sunfivon  Cook  Islands 

In  the  13th  season  of  what  felt  like  100, 
producers  divided  up  the  reality  show 
cast  into  teams  of  black,  white,  His- 
panic and  Asian  members.  What  could 
have  been  an  interesting  anthropologi- 
cal endeavor  ended  up  in  reality  show 
cliches.  In  the  end,  the  same  Survivor 
shenanigans  continued  (alliances,  hu- 
miliation for  chocolate  bars,  etc.),  and 
an  Asian  dude  won  the  cash. 

Advanced:  ^sf  (Season  Three) 

Whoa — there's  another  island  near  to 
the  previous  island,  and  the  Others 
have  cable?!  The  flashback  structure 
of  Lost  and  the  duplicity  of  its  charac- 
terization continue  to  make  this  show 
the  most  Advanced  on  television.  Des- 
tiny, action  and  meaning  of  love  are 
subverted  to  the  landscape  of  a  giant 
fated  island  in  the  middle  of  nowhere, 
where  mysteries  pervade  and  polar 
bears  roam  the  earth. 


The  Varsity's  2006-2007  Lecture  Series 


presents  a  fab  talk  by  Globe  and  Mail  film  critic 


Liam  Lacey 


Have  an  opinion  about  movies?  Interested  in  film  reviewing?  Come  hear 

one  of  Toronto's  pre-eminent  film  critics  talk  about  how  to  write 

compellingly  about  cinema  before  he  jets  off  to  Sundance.  Learn  how 

Liam  went  from  U  of  T  cinema  studies  alum  to  seasoned  Globe  cineaste  tastemaker. 


"From  the  Screen  to  the  Page:  The  Craft  of  Film  Reviewing" 


This  Friday,  January  12,  5:00-6:00  p.m. 

South  Dining  Room 

Hart  House,  Second  Floor 


Q&A  to  follow. 


Another  free  event  brought  to  you  by  The  Varsity  Newspaper,  U  of  T's  unofficial,  student-run  journalism  school! 


sports@thevarsity.ca 
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Patriots  and  Colts  prevail,  as  does  NFC  home  cooking 


Chrlstophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


0  ^ 

Indianapolis  (13-4)  at  Baltimore  (13-3) 


Saturday's  AFC  tilt  features  Colt  quarterback 
Peyton  Manning  helming  one  of  the  confer- 
ence's top  passing  units  against  a  Raven  D 
yielding  an  NFL-low  13  points  per  game. 
Since  Baltimore's  head  coach  Brian  Billick 
took  the  reins  of  the  offensive  play  calling 
in  Week  Eight,  the  Ravens  have  posted  an 
average  of  26  points  in  nine  wins.  However, 
the  Ravens  have  turned  the  ball  over  nearly 
40  times,  and  with  rain  in  the  forecast  the 
humidity  might  lead  to  a  few  mistakes.  The 
Colts  have  forced  35  turnovers  this  season, 
but  have  only  coughed  it  up  16.  Despite  hav- 
ing problems  stopping  the  rush  running 
back  Jamal  Lewis  shouldn't  be  a  problem 
for  a  Colts  team  that  last  week  kept  Kansas 
City's  Larry  Johnson  to  2.5  yards  a  carry. 

On  the  other  end  of  the  ball,the  Raven's 
60-sack  pass  rush  goes  up  against  an  Indy 
offensive  line  that  has  yielded  a  paltry  14. 
Manning  threw  three  interceptions  last 
week,  a  third  of  his  season's  total,  but  Bal- 
timore's sterling  secondary  shouldn't  sit  on 
this  quarterback's  passes.  For  his  career. 
Manning  is  3-1  against  Baltimore  while 
sporting  a  QB  rating  of  92. 
Joseph  Addai  won't  come  close  to  the  122-yard  rushing  effort  he  had  last  week  but  he  will  be 
active  receiving  out  of  the  backfield  as  the  third  option.  Addai  will  keep  the  chains  moving  for 
Indianapolis,  as  three-time  pro  bowl  safety  Ed  Reed  stays  preoccupied  with  the  2700  yard,  21- 
TD-receiving  tandem  of  Marvin  Harrison  and  Reggie  Wayne.  The  Ravens  may  be  able  to  keep 
the  Colts  out  of  the  end  zone,  but  expect  kicker  Adam  Vinatieri  to  tee-off  for  trips  early  and  often. 
Indianapolis  nest  the  Ravens  in  Baltimore  as  they  win  23  to  16. 


Baltimore's  Jamal  Lewis  and  the  Raven's  offence 
should  stall  against  the  Colts. 


New  Orleans  (10-6)  hosts  Philadelphia  (11-6) 


Two  evenly  matched  and  well-coached 
teams  meet  up  in  the  bayou  Saturday 
night  in  the  first  NFC  clash. 

The  Saints,  led  by  pro  bowl  quarter- 
back Drew  Brees  helming  the  top-passing 
offence  in  the  league,  will  try  to  quell  the 
surging  Eagles,  who  will  rely  on  the  shifty 
running  of  tailback  Brian  Westbrook. 

Philadelphia  has  regrouped  after  the 
loss  of  quarterback  Dononvan  McNabb 
behind  Jeff  Garcia,  who  has  the  Eagles 
on  a  six  game  winning  streak.  While  he's 
conservative  in  the  pocket,  Garcia  will 
have  to  stretch  the  field  with  by  gunning 
for  wide  outs  Reggie  Brown  and  Donte' 
Stallworth.  If  Philadelphia  can  sustain  an 
offensive  balance  in  play  calling  and  keep 
the  Saints  from  honing  in  on  Westbrook, 
New  Orleans'  lack  of  defensive  playmak- 
ers  will  be  apparent.  The  Sants  have  the 
least  aggressive  defence  in  the  post-sea- 
son, fielding  a  unit  that  has  only  19  take- 
away s. 

Rushing  for  nearly  130  yards  a  game, 
running  backs  Reggie  Bush  and  Deuce 
McAllister  will  leave  soft  spots  for  Brees 
to  find  recievers  Bush,  Marques  Colston 
and  Joe  Horn  out  in  the  open.  This  core 

formed  the  best  passing  offence  in  league  this  season,  and  will  lead  the  Saints  in  what 
should  be  a  scoring  showcase. 

Expect  lots  of  yards  and  lots  of  points  as  New  Orleans  jazzes  off  to  a  34  to  24  victory  over 
the  grounded  Eagles. 


In  New  Orleans,  running  back  Reggie  Bush  should  hit 
paydirt  as  the  Saints  march  on  Philadelphia. 


San  Diego  (14-2)  hosts  New  England  (13-4) 


Seattle  (10-7)  at  Chicago  (13-3) 


Facing  the  Chargers  in  Sunday's  late  game, 
the  Patriots  go  against  the  league's  best 
offence  and  defence,  along  with  MVP  and 
season  touchdown  record  holder  LaDani- 
an  Tomlinson.  Going  for  their  fourth  title 
in  six  years,  New  England's  defensive  line 
of  Richard  Seymour,  Ty  Warren  and  Vince 
Wilfork  should  slow  the  Charger's  vaunt- 
ed running  attack,  but  to  be  successful, 
they'll  need  help  from  linebackers  Teddy 
Bruschi  and  Mike  Vrabel.  If  the  duo  can 
muffle  whatever  edge  fullback  Lorenzo 
Neal  attempts  to  establish,  they  should 
keep  San  Diego  in  third-and-long  situa- 
tions. LDT  and  pro  bowl  tight  end  Anto- 
nio Gates  will  get  most  of  the  looks,  but 
if  quarterback  Philip  Rivers  throws  for 
more  than  25  passes,  expect  the  Patriots 
to  intercept  their  share. 

New  England  has  a  7-1  road  record  this 
year,  and  to  remain  successful  they'll 
have  to  declaw  a  San  Diego  D  that  has  61 
sacks,  tops  in  the  league.  Expect  Brady  to 
look  off  the  Charger  secondary  by  hitting 
tight  ends  Daniel  Graham,  David  Thomas 
and  Ben  Watson  in  the  intermediate  passing 
game.  If  New  England  can  nullify  linebacker 
Shawne  Merriman  to  coverage  duties,  Brady 
will  have  ample  to  time  to  spring  a  shaky  wide-receiving  core  for  long  gains.  Once  in  the 
red  zone,  New  England  gets  predictable,  relying  on  the  punishing  running  of  backs  Corey 
Dillon  and  Larence  Mahroney,  who  combined  have  scored  20  touchdowns. 

Brady  is  10-1  in  the  games  that  matter,  while  opposing  coach  Marty  Schottenheimer  has 
a  5-12  post-season  record.  True  to  form,  the  Chargers  faced  three  playoff  teams  this  year, 
and  lost  twice.  San  Diego  shoots  out  in  front,  but  New  England  refuses  to  wilt  en-route  to 
a  27  to  24  victory. 


Charger  quarterback  Philip  Rivers  lacks  the  know- 
how  to  dethrone  a  seasoned  New  England  defence. 


Sunday's  conditions  will  be  rainy  and 
close  to  freezing,  great  news  for  the  con- 
ference's best  defence  in  the  Bears. 

Middle  linebacker  Brian  Urlacher  will 
be  responsible  for  shutting  down  2006's 
MVP  Shaun  Alexander  and  the  Seahawk 
running  attack  while  Seattle  quarterback 
Matt  Hasselbeck  attempts  to  weave  his 
way  through  a  Chicago  D  that  gave  up  16 
points  a  game  this  season.  The  Seahawks 
will  get  their  yards  on  a  handful  of  solid 
drives,  but  kicker  Josh  Brown  will  be  re- 
sponsible for  most  of  Seattle's  points,  as 
the  Bears  bend  but  don't  break  in  the  red 
zone. 

On  the  offensive  side  of  the  ball,  Chica- 
go quarterback  Rex  Grossman  has  been 
inconsistent  all  season,  and  if  the  game  is 
on  the  line,  he  has  proven  himself  a  liabil- 
ity by  throwing  20  interceptions  this  year. 
While  1  don't  expect  him  to  be  replaced 
with  back-up  Brian  Griese,  he  won't  have 
the  100  point  QB  rating  he  posted  last 
time  he  faced  Seattle.  The  Bears  defeated 
the  Seahawks  37-6  on  Oct.  1,  and  Seattle 
has  back-ended  their  way  into  the  play- 
offs since,  surviving  a  botched  field  goal  against  Dallas  last  week  to  make  their  way  to  this 
weekend. 

With  both  teams  sporting  sizable  question  marks,  the  tide  could  turn  in  special  teams. 
With  five  touchdown  returns  this  season,  Chicago's  Devin  Hester  will  get  plenty  of  chances 
to  drive  the  mojo  metre  in  the  Bears  direction.  Alexander  and  Hasselbeck  have  been  in- 
jured for  most  of  the  season,  and  in  what  is  sure  to  be  a  bruising,  plodding  struggle  their 
aches  will  catch  up  with  them.  A  late-breaking  TD  should  turn  it  for  the  Bears,  as  they 
blister  the  Seahawks  back  to  Seattle  winning  16-9. 


With  points  being  sparse,  expect  Chicago  speedster 
Devin  Hester  to  see  lots  of  action  returning  kicks  this 
weekend. 
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VARSITY  COMICS 


The  Varsity 


DOWNTOWN  TORONTO  (Part  5)  By  Jason  Kieffer 

I 


DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


I  have  discovered  the 
ultimate  secret  to  comedy! 
The  more  obscure  a  joke  is, 
the  less  people  there  are 
who'll  get  it,  but  the  MORE 
they'll  find  it 
correspondingly  HILARIOUS! 
I  suspect  \ 
this  law 
progresses 
geo- 
metrically. 


For  example! 


so  1 

HAVE 

real 
tell 

HE'  D 


ogically, 
TO  00  is 


ALL  I 

find  a 
ly  rich  guy  and 
him  a  joke  only 
find  funny,  and 
-'I'm  set  for  life! 


Let's  say  i  have  a  joke  about  how  cats  like 
to  sleep.    NOT  VERY  funny,  right  Dromi- 
ceiomimus?    Everyone  who's  met  a  sleepy  ol ' 
cat  can  getthat.  But  if  l  have  a  joke  about 
how,  say,  an  obscure 
programming  language  is 
pretty  wacky,  then  people 
who  know  that  language  will 
feel  like  I'm  talking  to 
them!    They  laugh  both  at 
the  joke  and  in  recognition, 
comedy  increases,  ana  «t>J 
the  only  reasonable  ^) 


Dude,  rich  people  LOVE  to  give 
people  money  when  they  make  them 
laugh!    And  I'm  going  to  track  down 
Patrick  Stewart  and  make  him  laugh 
SO  HARD.    YOU  don't  even  know. 

\  ('S^r^v  Patrick 
Stewart? 
IS  he  really^ 
that  loaded  -j^ 
that  he  gives  . 
A^iVmoney  away  for 
funny  jokes? 


urn,  HE 
COMMANDED 
THE 

ENTERPRISE?! 


this  guy's  liilarioiist 


HfUflCMS 

auyr 


puit  1  rc\  lew 


THE  WORLD'S  GREATEST  COMIC  STRIP!  By  Daniel  Kaell 


CONTINUED. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


ANIMATED  CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS 
NEEDED 

To  present  fun  &  hands-on  activities  in 
elementary  schools.  Car  and  exp.  with 
kids  req'd.  Cool  activities.  Gain  valu- 
able teaching  experience.  Pay:  $22.50/1 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5282  Ext  31  or  email; 
employment@madscience.on.ca 

LEAVE  THE  PACK  BEHIND 
IS  CURRENTLY  SEEKING 

Enthusiastic  •  and  creative  individuals 
on  a  volunteer  basis  for  the  Let's  Make  a 
Deal  contest  in  January;  please  contact 
v^wv^.ltpb.tk 

SUMMER  CAMP  NORTH 
OF  MONTREAL: 

Hiring  instructors  for  in-line  skate  park, 
high  ropes/climbing,  waterski,  wind- 
surf,  sailmg,  canoeing,  kayaking,  swim, 
tennis,  basketball,  soccer,  gymnastics, 
archery,  football,  baseball,  pottery,  arts 
&  crafts,  beads/jewelry,  jazz  dance, 
electric  guitar,  drama  director,  female 
jr.  section  head,  and  nursing  students  to 
assist  camp  doctor,  www.mishmar.com, 
camp@mishmar.com 

SEEKING  HELP  WITH  ERRANDS  AND 
LIGHT  HOUSEHOLD  CHORES 

Friday  mornings  during  the  semester. 
NearSpadina  circle.  Dricers  license,  ref- 
erences required.  Yaelkarshon@vahoo. 
ca  or  (416)  927-1080. 


TRAVEL 


READING  WEEK  IN  LONDON 

Make  this  the  best  break  ever!  549pp,  all 
accommodation,  breakfast  daily  various 
sightseeing  tour/tickets,  free  drinks  night 
with  prizes,  free  London  guide  and  lots 
more.  Dates  available  for  17-24  February. 
Ring  1 800  340  9064;  sales@capital-toursltd. 
com;  www.capital-toursltd.com. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


$5.4  TRILLION  TRAVEL  INDUSTRY 
NEEDS  YOU! 

Earn  1-3K/Sale  +  Unlimited  Travel  Benefits. 
Low  one  time  investment  of  $1995  including 
unlimited  travel  benefits.  1-800-378-1169. 
1D#6286WL 


FOR  SALE 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


SERVICES 


TRY  www.cheaptexts.ca 

New  texts  for  Canadian  University  Spring 
courses  at  30%  off.  We  know  you  need 
them. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

ON  CAMPUS  NOTARY  SERVICES: 

Certify  degree  certificates,  transcripts, 
diplomas;  sworn  affidavits,  etc.  229  Col- 
lege Street,  Unit  502.  Special  discount 
for  U  of  T  students.  416-850-4692 


TUTORING 


GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138, 139, 247,  PHYS 110.  PASTTESTS  AND 
EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)-785-8898, 


EDITING 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  COPY 
EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and 
dissertations,  from  style  to  format. 
APA,  MLA  and  McGill  styles  are  speci- 
alities. Mary  Anne  Carswell,  MA,  MEd, 
mcarswell@svmpatico.ca ,  416-303-3106. 


Advertise  in  the  Varsity 

acls@thevarsity.ca 

416-946-7604 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 
the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  jor  email. 
DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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Rotman 
mulls 
$100m 
tower 


Ten-storey  structure 
could  be  built  by  2010 


Proposed  development 
would  force  radio 
station  and  sex  ed 
centre  to  relocate 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


The  skyline  of  U  of  T's  downtown 
campus  could  get  more  cluttered 
yet.  That  is,  if  a  proposed  expansion 
of  the  Rotman  School  of  Business 
gets  the  nod. 

The  proposed  building  could  be  as 
tall  as  ten  storeys,  and  would  be  built 
on  the  parking  lot  south  of  the  exist- 
ing Rotman  building.  At  an  estimated 
to  cost  of  $100  million,  the  project 
would  allow  Rotman  to  nearly  dou- 
ble in  size  over  the  next  seven  years, 
adding  much-needed  space  for  stu- 
dents and  profs. 

"We're  bursting  at  the  seams  as  we 
speak,"  said  Rotman  vice-dean  Peter 
Pauly,  who  co-chaired  the  committee 
that  proposed  the  new  building.  Rot- 
man could  grow  from  978  students 
today  to  1,755  in  2014,  according  to 
the  project  planning  report. 

That  report  was  discussed  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Governing  Council's 
Academic  Board  last  week.  It  will  be 


//ME  ENGINEER!  ME  SMASH! 


Second-year  mechanical  engineering  student  Riley  Monsour  smashes  a  flaming  gas-doused  guitar  onto  the  windshield  of  a  minivan  engineers  set  up  for  their  yearly  Charity 
Car  Smash  last  Friday.  Event  organizers  netted  $480  in  donations  for  the  United  Way  by  auctioning  off  the  different  breakable  bits  of  the  minivan  to  sledge-hammer-wield- 
ing engineers.  All  told,  the  engineers  raised  $3,561  for  the  United  Way  during  their  spirited  Godiva  Week. 


submitted  to  the  Governing  Council 
for  approval  next  month. 

The  planning  of  Rotman's  new  digs 
could  be  done  by  the  end  of  the  year, 
said  Pauly.  The  target  completion 
date  at  this  point  is  2010.  One  selling 
point  is  that  Rotman  anticipates  the 
expansion  project  will  require  virtu- 
ally no  funding  from  the  university. 
Most  of  the  cash  will  come  from  the 
government  and  private  donations. 

Pauly  identified  three  hurdles  for 
the  project.  The  first  is  the  fact  that 
the  city  has  set  limits  on  building 
density  for  "Site  11" — as  the  pro- 
posed building's  location  is  dubbed 
in  city  planning  parlance.  These 
limits  are  contained  in  the  U  of  T  so- 
called  "part  II  plan,"  which  sets  out 


what  the  university  may  build  and 
where. 

Another  complication  is  that 
the  university  must  conserve  the 
facades  of  two  historic  St.  George 
Street  homes.  "One  option  would  be 
to  build  it  in  a  way  that  would  be  sim- 
ilar to  the  Bahen  Centre,"  said  Pauly. 

That  building,  at  the  south  end  of 
St.  George  Street  opened  in  2002, 
and  was  built  around  the  historic 
Varsity  House,  this  newspaper's 
erstwhile  home.  The  house's  interior 
was  refurbished,  and  it  now  hosts 
some  offices  and  student  space  for 
the  Faculty  of  Applied  Science  and 
Engineering. 

The  third  problem  is  finding  new 
space  for  the  occupants  of  those  his- 


toric homes:  the  ClUT  radio  station 
and  the  Sexual  Education  Centre  at 
91  St.  George  St.  and  the  Department 
of  Classics  at  97  St.  George  St. 

Alicia  Ho,  executive  director  of 
the  Sexual  Education  Centre  at  91  St. 
George  St.,  said  that  her  group  first 
heard  that  it  might  have  to  relocate 
last  year.  One  idea  that  has  been 
floated  is  to  move  ClUT  and  SEC  into 
a  proposed  student  centre  on  "Site 
12."  That  project,  perpetually  in  the 
early  planning  stages,  would  require 
a  successful  student  levy  referendum 
to  go  ahead. 

Residents'  groups  have  mixed  feel- 
ings about  the  Rotman  expansion. 
David  Powell,  president  of  the  Huron- 
Sussex  Residents'  Organization,  is 


concerned  about  the  destruction  of 
old  homes  on  St.  George  Street,  and 
the  removal  of  old,  large  trees.  He  is 
also  concerned  about  the  architec- 
ture of  the  proposed  building. 

The  project  planning  report  ac- 
knowledged the  difficulty  of  match- 
ing the  clashing  architectural  styles 
of  the  Newman  Centre  to  the  south 
with  the  modern  look  of  the  existing 
Rotman  building.  It  recommended  "a 
sensitive  approach." 

"A  lot  of  the  buildings  that  have 
been  built  recently  by  the  university 
[are]  too  boxy,"  Powell  said.  "The 
height  changes  the  character  of  the 
street." 

SEE  ROTMAN  EXPANSION'  -  PG  4 


//IN  OTHER  NEWS 


Free  love  at  UBC 

A  group  of  students  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  British  Columbia  are  giving 
out  free  hugs  to  make  others 
smile.  Juan  Mann  started  the  Free 
Hugs  Campaign  in  Australia  over 
two  years  ago.  The  Campaign  for 
Free  Hugs  Facebook  group  boasts 
over  10,000  members. 


Coke  deal  controversy 

The  University  of  Alberta  Students 
Union  is  currently  debating  the 
renewal  of  an  exclusive  contract 
with  Coke.  Coke's  monetary  incen- 
tives are  needed  by  the  school, 
but  opponents  cite  human  rights 
and  environmental  abuses  by  the 
company  as  reasons  to  nix  the 
deal. 


York  gunplay  leads  to  arrest 

At  York  last  week,  a  student  was 
arrested  after  voicing  opinions  on 
campus  racial  profiling  and  wav- 
ing what  appeared  to  be  a  gun. 
Bystanders  say  he  was  proving  a 
point  by  getting  himself  arrested, 
and  that  he  was  of  no  threat  to  oth- 
ers. Police  maintain  that  the  pos- 
sible weapon  forced  them  to  act. 


Millet  made  China 

The  ancient  farming  practices  of  the 
early  Neolithic  Chinese  may  seem  ir- 
relevant to  the  development  of  a  cen- 
tral government,  but  for  one  of  the 
world's  earliest  state-level  societies, 
the  sequence  in  which  crops  were 
introduced  was  essential.  Using  ra- 
diocarbon dating  of  seeds  gathered 
at  sites  around  the  Yilou  valley,  UTM 


archeologists  recently  published  a 
paper  detailing  the  sequence  of  agri- 
cultural crops  from  6000  BC  to  1300 
BC.  Their  research  has  found  that  £ 
millet,  a  grain  now  fed  to  birds,  was  i 
an  essential  crop  for  the  fledgling  ^ 
Chinese  society,  and  the  cultivation  3 
of  rice  and  wheat  around  2000  BC  al-  1 
lowed  for  the  expansion  and  success  s 
of  the  state-level  society.  s 
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Your  student  centre! 


Chemistry  Student  Union 
$5  Buck  Lunch 

To  make  lunch  is  very  much  like  maldng 
the  chemistry.  High  Five. 
January  1 7th  1 1:45AM  -  2:00PM 
Great  Hall. 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1:30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  Got  an  urge  to  see  the  world?  U  of  T 
can  help.Whether  you're  thinking  of  spending  a  sum- 
merabroad  or  considering  a  longer-term  commitment, 

there  are  programs  and  resources  to  help. 
Drop  in  for  coffee  &.  cookies,  meet  new  people  and 
find  out  how  you  can  get  involved  on  campus. 


TRIVIA  CHALLENGE 

Test  your  trivia  knowledge! 

Friday,  January  1 9th.  In  the  East  Common  Room 
6:00PM  reception  7:00PM  Trivia  Challenge  begins: 
Entry  fee  $15  '  Students  $12*  Group  of  4  -  $50 
To  pre-register  contact  hh.advancement@utoronto.ca 
Or  come  early  to  register. 


JAZZ  @  OSCARS 

I 

You'll  be  wowed  by  the  Harley  Card  Quartet'si 
innovative  group  sound.  | 
January  1 9th.  9:00PM  j 
Free  Concert!  I 


INTHEJUSTINAM. 
BARNICKE  GALLERY 

Ludmila  Armata:  Fragments  of  the  Unknown 
and  Daniel  Barkley:  Selected  Works 

Runs  until  February  8th. 


HART  HOUSE  ELECTIONS 

Take  Charge! 
Be  the  fun  on  campus! 
Be  the  difference! 
YOU  ARE  MOST  WANTED 
Look  across  the  page  to  find  out  how. 


For  more  Hart  House 
events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 
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Shanghai's  mad  dash 

University  admission  in  China  is  a  fiendishly  complex  sport,  JANE  BAD  reports 


SHANGHAI— It's  June  7,  2007,  a  day 
you've  prepared  for  your  entire  life. 
Over  the  next  three  days,  12  hours 
of  exams  will  determine  your  fu- 
ture, forever. 

Sound  melodramatic?  For  the 
1.5  million  university  hopefuls  in 
Shanghai,  it  is  the  reality  they've 
always  lived  with. 

Unlike  at  U  of  T,  where  63  per  cent 
of  undergraduate  applicants  were 
offered  admission  last  year,  the  lim- 
ited number  of  places  in  prestigious 
Chinese  universities  has  enormous 
numbers  of  students  jostling  for  a 
spot.  In  China,  entrance  into  the  na- 
tion's top  universities  is  a  stepping 
stone  to  a  successful  career. 

On  top  of  the  sheer  number  of 
competitors  a  student  faces,  each 
must  deal  with  the  rigourous  Chi- 
nese university  application  proce- 
dure, an  additional  source  of  stress. 
The  entry  requirement  is  based 
solely  on  national  exams  that  take 
place  on  June  7,  8,  and  9.  The  annu- 
al exams  are  "a  national  event,  and 
everybody  gets  swept  up  in  it,"  ac- 
cording to  Karen  Xuan  of  Shanghai 
International  Studies  University. 

According  to  popular  lore,  the 


Campus  life  at  the  East  China  University  of  Science  and  Technology. 


four  major  Shanghai  universities 
each  have  their  own  "specialty:" 
SJTU  for  dorms,  Tongli  University 
for  food,  Fudan  University  for  enter- 
tainment, and  East  China  Normal 
University  for  love  (there  is  a  high 
girliboy  ratio).  At  SJTU,  the  small 
but  efficiently  organized  rooms 
have  four  bunk  beds  each  and  an 
attached  bathroom.  On  sunny  days, 
blankets  and  laundry  hang  from  ev- 


ery balcony. 

Female  students  live  in  separate 
buildings  from  their  male  counter- 
parts, and  an  "auntie"  at  the  front 
desk  makes  sure  male  students 
don't  visit  them  for  more  than  10 
minutes.  This  is  perhaps  why  so 
many  young  couples  can  be  spotted 
canoodling  around  town,  especial- 

SEE'UNI  IN  CHINA' -NEXT PAGE 


Results  from  U  of  T's  yearly  vision  test 


Every  year,  the  university  delivers 
a  report  on  its  progress  towards 
its  vision  of  being  a  leading,  world- 
class  university.  Here  are  some 
interesting  findings  from  the  latest 
"Performance  Indicators  for  Gover- 
nance," published  last  month. 

Student:faculty  ratio 

U  of  T  says  it  wants  lower  class  sizes 
so  students  can  participate  more  in 
class,  but  it  lags  behind  other  Ca- 
nadian and  American  universities, 
offering  one  full-time  faculty  mem- 
ber per  26.6  full-time  students.  By 
comparison,  the  Canada-wide  aver- 
age student-to-faculty  ratio  is  22.1, 
and  even  supposedly  cramped  U.S. 
schools  manage  22.3.  According  to 
the  report,  U  of  T  doesn't  have  the 
money  to  reduce  class  sizes  yet. 


Level  of  academic  challenge 

In  the  Indiana-based  National  Sur- 
vey of  Student  Engagement,  U  of  T 
students  rated  the  level  of  academic 
challenge  here  at  54.2  out  of  100, 
just  0.5  points  above  the  Canadian 
average.  The  score  breaks  down 
into  categories  like  the  importance 
of  preparing  for  class,  number  of 
textbooks  required,  amount  of 
coursework,  as  well  as  the  campus 
environment.  U  of  T  reports  it  is 
satisfied  that  it  poses  an  academic 
challenge  on  a  level  with  other  Ca- 
nadian institutions. 

Enriching  educational  experience 

Another  NSSE  benchmark,  EEE 
rates  how  well  a  school  fosters  a 
climate  of  learning  with  chances 
for  internships  and  volunteerships. 


Irrm 


THE  UNIVERSITY  PROFESSOR 

LECTURE  SERIES 

AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 
2006-2007 


A  Neural  Network  That 
Learns  to  See 

Geoffrey  E.  Hinton 

Department  of  Computer  Science 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 


Tuesday,  January  30,  2007 
7:30  pm 

George  Ignatieff  Theatre.  15  Devonshire  Place 

FREE  ADMISSION  •  GENERAL  SEATING  •  DOORS  OPEN  AT  6:30  P.M. 


For  more  information,  visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca  or  call  (416)  946-5937. 


[ACUITY 


The  University  Profeisor  Lecture  Series  is  presented  by  tlie  GLOBAL 
Global  Knowledge  Foundation  and  sponsoixd  by  the  icN'o'wrE'DGE 
^aculty  o(  Arts  and  Scrence  and  (he  fclderwood  hou.idation.  Tou N DATION 


12% 

Percent  of  U  of  T's  budget  devoted  to 
scholarships  and  bursaries 

63% 

Percentage  of  undergraduate  applicants  to 
whom  U  of  T  extended  an  admissions  offer 
last  year.  Just  under  one-third  of  those 
offered  admission  enrolled  here  in  the  fall. 


extracurricular  involvement,  inde- 
pendent study  and  projects  with 
faculty.  First-year  students  rated 
U  of  T  at  22.9,  2.3  points  below  the 
national  average.  Although  though 
fourth-year  students  gave  it  a  score 
of  31.2,  this  is  3.3  points  below  the 
national  average  for  fourth-years. 
U  of  T  acknowledges  it  needs  work 
in  this  area,  but  is  vague  on  how  it 
plans  to  improve,  saying  only  that 
progress  will  take  "a  multi-year  sus- 
tained effort." 

-ANDRE  BOVEE-BEGUN 
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'Female  students  live  in  separate  buildings  from  their  male 
counterparts,  and  an  "auntie"  at  the  front  desk  makes  sure 
male  students  don't  visit  them  for  more  than  10  minutes.' 


A  quiet  spot  at  ECUST.  University  couples  are  often  seen  canoodling  in  parks. 
■UNI  IN  CHINA'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 


ly  in  the  parks.  If  a  student  wants 
to  move  off-campus,  tfie  university 
requires  parental  permission  and 
would  "investigate  the  situation." 
Nobody  knew  exactly  what  the  in- 
vestigation would  involve. 

"Everyone  lives  on  campus,"  says 
Jiang's  roommate,  Shirley  Ting, 
"There's  no  reason  to  leave." 

Jiang,  who  completed  an  ex- 
change program  at  U  of  T  last  year, 
says  that  at  SJTU  "there  is  no  club- 
bing, no  drinking,  no  partying  [...] 
especially  at  the  suburban  campus 
where  there  are  no  bars."  Ting  adds 
that  Chinese  students  mostly  like 
to  go  out  to  dinner,  followed  by  ka- 
raoke. 

Though  the  exams  are  months 
away,  the  media  has  already  begun 
reporting  on  exam-related  news. 
First,  students  take  mock  exams 
to  gauge  their  abilities  and  to  make 
decisions  on  which  universities 
and  programs  to  register  for.  The 
score  a  student  submits  to  a  uni- 
versity may  very  well  affect  their 
chances  of  entry,  so  one's  applica- 
tion strategy  becomes  a  fiendishly 
complex  game.  Based  on  the  total 
number  of  points  scored  on  a  slew 
of  exams,  students  are  accepted 
into  the  highest-ranked  program 
they  qualify  for.  Everyone  seems  to 
know  someone  who  cracks  at  this 
crucial  time,  devastating  the  family 
who  has  devoted  the  past  18  years 
to  sending  a  child  to  university. 

Based  on  available  results,  uni- 
versities set  a  minimum  score  re- 
quired for  entry.  However,  each 
school  practices  regional  favorit- 
ism: less  points  are  required  from 
students  who  live  nearby.  This  re- 
flects the  practical  realities  of  Chi- 
nese citizenship,  which  registers 
each  citizen  to  a  specific  zone,  with 
citizens  living  outside  their  zone  in- 
eligible for  many  services. 

As  the  nation's  best  universities 
tend  to  be  in  Beijing  and  Shanghai, 
this  practice  struck  me  as  unfair. 
Professor  Yunxia  Yang  of  the  East 
China  University  of  Science  and 
Technology  (ECUST)  explains  that 
the  uneven  entrance  requirements 
result  from  the  sponsorship  of  uni- 
versities by  the  local  government, 
where  taxes  from  a  specific  eco- 
nomic area  help  take  on  the  cost  of 
administration. 

None  of  the  students  I  spoke  to 
seemed  concerned  about  regional- 
ism. "Probably  because  we  are  used 
to  it,"  shrugged  Eva  Shi,  a  fourth- 
year  English  major  at  SJTU.  "Each 
region  favours  its  own  students,  so 
it  evens  out,"  adds  classmate  Haier 
Wang.  Neither  are  from  Shanghai 
originally,  and  knew  that  they  had 
to  test  much  better  than  the  Shang- 
hainese  contenders.  Now  both  are 
more  concerned  with  seeking  em- 
ployment in  a  similarly  competitive 


job  market. 

Many  students  arrange  full- 
time  employment  before  gradua- 
tion. Several  fourth-year  students 
I  spoke  to  at  SJTU  had  already 
signed  two-year  contracts  at  one  of 
the  "Big  Four"  accounting  firms  in 
Shanghai,  which  promise  lucrative 
salaries  and  benefits  in  exchange 
for  grueling  hours  and  workload. 

"There  are  too  many  graduates  in 
Shanghai,  so  competition  for  jobs 
is  incredibly  fierce,"  says  Wang. 
The  rigorous  interview  process  can 
consist  of  several  rounds  of  inter- 
views, both  online  and  in  person, 
as  well  as  standardized  tests. 

Pointing  out  the  benefits  of  a 
region-centric  system,  professor 
Yang  cites  Zhejiang,  an  area  expe- 


riencing rapid  economic  develop- 
ment because  young  graduates  are 
more  willing  to  return  home  instead 
of  seeking  a  high-powered  career  in 
Beijing  or  Shanghai. 

Like  many  parents  Yang  played  a 
large  role  in  her  son's  university  ed- 
ucation. She  selected  mathematics 
as  his  major  and  filled  out  the  first 
draft  of  his  application.  Lun  Yang 
(no  relation),  a  retired  ECUST  pro- 
fessor, feels  there's  no  need  to  push 
for  the  best  university,  and  concen- 
trates instead  on  the  importance  of 
community  and  exercise. 

"My  14-year-old  granddaughter 
is  in  Grade  8.  She  goes  to  school 
on  Saturday  and  is  in  classes  from 
morning  till  night.  It's  not  neces- 
sarily the  best,"  he  says,  recalling 
shorter  school  hours  and  a  less 
extreme  emphasis  on  schoolwork 
during  his  student  days.  The  era 
of  the  single-child  family  brought 
ever-increasing  competition,  and 
university  attendance  is  now  a 
family  affair  and  a  source  of  great 
anxiety.  High  stakes  call  for  exten- 
sive preparation,  which  starts  from 
grade  1. 

Testing  is  required  to  enter  Chi- 
nese middle  schools  and  high 
schools,  which  are  sorted  into  vari- 
ous official  categories  according  to 
their  academic  quality.  Ironically, 
less  reputable  schools  tend  to 
charge  more,  knowing  that  desper- 
ate students  are  willing  to  pay. 

Although  the  entrance  commit- 
tee only  looks  at  entrance  exam 
scores,  students  still  believe  firm- 
ly in  the  importance  of  attending 
"first-rate"  high  schools.  Going 
to  a  better  school,  says  Jenny  Ye, 
"ensures  a  better  environment  for 
learning.  You're  a  lot  more  likely  to 
work  hard  if  people  around  you  are 
working  hard." 


The  Faculty  of 
Graduate  Studies 
&  Research 


GRADUATE  PROGRAMS, 
CARLETON  HAS  A  PROGRAM 
THAT'S  RIGHT  FOR  YOU 

Carleton  University  offers  more  than  100 
graduate  programs  for  you  to  choose  from: 

■  26  engineering  and  design  programs  including  electrical, 
computer  and  biomedical  engineering 

■  32  public  affairs  programs  including  international  affairs, 
public  policy  and  administration,  and  journalism 

■  32  science  programs  including  computer  science,  biology, 
chemistry,  mathematics  and  physics 

■  16  arts  and  social  science  programs  including  public  history, 
behavioural  neuroscience,  and  art  and  its  institutions 

Benefit  from  our  convenient  location  in  the  heart  of  Canada's 
capital,  the  option  to  study  full-  or  part-time  and  over  $22M 
in  financial  support. 

Find  out  why  a  Carleton  graduate  program  is  right  for  you. 
Visit  our  website  for  more  information. 


Carleton 

UNIVERSITY 
Canada's  Capital  University 


www.gs.carleton.ca 


Lead  the  charge  at 
YOUR  STUDENT  CENTRE 

HART  HOUSE 
ELECTIONS 
2007-2008 

Put  your  name  forward  for  one 
of  10  student-run  committees 

Art  •  Debates  •  Farm 
Finance  •  House 
Literary  &  Library  •  Music 
Recreational  Attiletics 
Social  Justice  •  Theatre 

Learn  while  you  lead . . . 
. . .  enjoy  the  experience! 
it  won't  ioolc  bad  on  your  resume  either! 


NOMINATIONS 

Open  -  Wednesday,  Jan.  17th  at  noon 
Close  -  Friday,  Feb.  7th  at  noon 

VOTING 

Wednesday  &  Thursday, 
February  14th  &15th 


Elections  guides  and  nominations  forms 

are  available  at: 
St.  George:  Hart  House  Hall  Porters  Desk 
Mississauga:  Info  Desk  -  Student  Centre 
Scarborough:  Student  Centre  -  Office  of 
Student  Affairs  (SL157) 

FOR  INFORMATION  GO  TO: 

www.harthouse.ca 
What's  on  -  2007-08  Elections 
or  E-mail:  laney.marshall@utoronto.ca 
or  Call:  416.978.2452 

HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

416.978.2452  www.harthouse.utoronto.ca 
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'ROTMAN  EXPANSION -CONTINUED FROM PG 1 

Other  community  leaders  also 
worry  about  the  planned  building's 
height. 

"On  first  blush,  it  seems  high," 
Rory  Sinclair,  the  chair  of  the  Har- 
bord  Village  Residents'  Associa- 
tion, commented  in  an  email.  They 
and  other  residents'  groups  will  get 
to  voice  their  concerns  at  a  future 
meeting  of  the  U  of  T  Liaison  Com- 
mittee, not  yet  scheduled. 

That  committee,  co-chaired  by 
city  councillor  Adam  Vaughan  and 


U  of  T  assistant  VP  Elizabeth  Sisam, 
is  the  forum  where  all  university  ac- 
tivities that  affect  the  surrounding 
communities  are  discussed. 

Powell  said  that  other  players 
within  the  university  might  also  in- 
fluence the  new  Rotman  building's 
ultimate  design.  One  such  group, 
he  speculated,  might  be  Trinity  Col- 
lege. 

"They  were  instrumental  in  block- 
ing the  Varsity  Stadium,"  in  2004. 
Powell  said.  "They  could  have  quite 
an  influence  on  what  goes  on  at  Rot- 
man — probably  more  than  we  do." 


One  community  cyding  group 
crashes,  and  another  struggles  on 


Leah  Stokes 


camh 

Centre  for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health 
Centre  de  toxicomanie  et  de  sante  mentale 

Healthy  Participants  Needed 

Purpose  of  the  study:  We  are  currently  seeking 
healthy  volunteers  to  take  part  in  a  study  that  will 
help  develop  an  experiment  to  better  understand 
how  people  learn  a  new  language. 
What  is  involved  in  the  study:  The  study  will  be 
conducted  at  the  Centre  for  Addiction  and  Mental 
Health  and  will  involve  listening  to  words  and  then 
spelling  them.  It  will  take  approx.  2  hrs.  Participants 
will  receive  financial  compensation  for  their  time. 

Participation:  Healthy  adults  18  —  50  years  old. 
Additionally,  the  following  criteria  must  be  met: 

►Be  native  English  speakers  and  have  been  raised 
in  Canada. 

►Have  no  history  of  psychiatric  or  neurological 
illness. 

►Competent  to  provide  informed  consent. 

To  find  out  more  please  contact: 
Heidi:  416-535-8501  ext,  6412. 


The  announcement  in  late  Decem- 
ber that  the  Community  Bicycle  Net- 
work's BikeShare  program  would  be 
closing  up  forever  this  season  did 
not  come  as  a  surprise.  The  group 
had  already  warned  of  financial 
troubles  earlier  in  the  year. 

BikeShare  was  a  lending  system 
that  allowed  riders  to  pick  up  their 
wheels  at  one  of  15  downtown  hubs 
and  drop  them  off  at  another.  The 
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bikes  were  clearly  recognizable 
by  their  bright  yellow  colour  and 
quirky  names.  BikeShare  had  two 
hubs  on  campus:  one  at  the  SAC 
building  and  another  next  to  OPIRG, 
off  Spadina  Circle. 

Since  a  successful  student  levy 
referendum  in  2004,  BikeShare  re- 
ceived an  annual  SAC  levy  of  around 
$17,000.  With  this  money  came  the 
stipulation  that  funding  would  be 
used  to  add  additional  hubs  and 
bikes  to  the  St.George  campus,  ex- 
plained Carlene  Thatcher-Martin, 
the  brains  behind  BikeChain,  a  stu- 
dent-run cycle  shop  in  the  basement 
of  the  International  Student  Centre. 

According  to  SAC  general  man- 
ager Rick  Telfer,  SAC  has  received 
no  official  confirmation  that  the 
program  has  ended,  despite  the  an- 
nouncement in  late  December. 

Sherri  Byer,  a  member  of  the  CBN 
advisory  board,  said  that  the  group 
is  in  negotiations  with  a  third  party 
and  may  reopen  the  program  in  a 
modified  form. 

Byer  said  BikeShare's  fate  is  un- 
clear at  this  point,  and  the  group 
has  released  no  further  informa- 
tion. 

Thatcher-Martin  is  not  impressed 
with  BikeShare's  tight  lips  about  its 
future.  "The  public  has  a  right  to 
know  what's  going  on,  especially 
since  a  lot  of  people  really  care 
about  BikeShare.  If  they  knew  what 
was  going  on,  they  might  step  up 
and  do  something  about  it." 

Aubrey  Iwaniw,  the  environmen- 
tal affairs  officer  at  UTM,  was  dis- 
appointed to  hear  the  program  had 


been  cut.  Her  bike  program  at  UTM, 
also  named  Bikeshare,  was  modeled 
after  the  CBM  program.  Iwaniw  said 
that  her  program's  success  at  UTM 
spurred  the  city  of  Mississauga  to 
follow  suit  with  its  own  bike-lending 
scheme. 

"[It  was]  a  great  way  for  all  levels 
of  the  economic  spectrum  to  get 
around  the  city,"  she  exclaimed. 

For  her  part,  Iwaniw  thinks  the 
city  should  give  financial  support  to 
BikeChain.  In  the  past,  mayor  David 
Miller  served  as  a  community  advi- 
sor to  the  group,  and  CBN  received 
a  funding  award  from  the  city  last 
year. 

This  year's  warm  winter  length- 
ened the  cycling  season,  making 
proper  funding  for  bike  projects 
on  campus  even  more  important 
according  to  BikeChain's  Thatcher- 
Martin. 

"We  had  start-up  funds  and  initial 
enthusiasm,  but  we're  coming  to  the 
end  of  [this  money]  and  we're  hav- 
ing trouble  finding  new  money." 

Jenny  Greenop,  BikeChain's  cur- 
rent coordinator,  elaborates  on  this. 
"This  is  a  general  trend  in  environ- 
mental ideas:  favoring  short-term 
funds  for  shiny  projects,  which  lack 
followup  funding."  She  speculated 
that  BikeChain  could  grow  to  fill 
BikeShare's  shoes. 

BikeChain  attempted  its  own 
levy  hike  bid  this  fall,  but  the  ref- 
erendum motion  failed  due  to  poor 
voter  turnout.  The  group  aims  to 
hold  another  referendum  on  a  levy 
increase  this  term,  coinciding  with 
elections  for  SAC. 


Call  for  Nommations  for  the  Governing  Council 

Nominations  Open  at  9:00  a.m.,  Monday,  January  8,  2007 
Nominations  Close  at  5:00  p.m.,  Friday,  January  26,  2007 


Positions  Available: 

For  1-year  terms  from  July  1,  2007  to  June  30,  2008: 
8  Students 

•  4  full-time  undergraduate  students 

•  2  part-time  undergraduote  students 

•  2  graduate  students 

For  3-year  terms  from  July  1,  2007  to  June  30,  2010: 
4  Teaching  Staff 

•  Faculty  of  Arts  &  Science  (Departments  of  Astronomy  and  Astropfiysics,  Cell  and  Systems  Biology, 
Chemistry,  Computer  Science,  Ecology  and  Evolutionary  Biology,  Geology,  Mathematics,  Physics 
and  Statistics  and  Actuarial  Science.) 

•  Faculty  of  Applied  Science  and  Engineering 

•  2  seats  in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  (excluding  the  Deportment  Health  Policy,  Management  & 
Evaluation) 

1  Administrative  Staff 

Nomination  Forms  w\\  be  ovoilable  starting  at  9:00  a.m.,  Monday,  January  8,  2007  on  the  Governing 
Council  web-site:  v\>ww>.utoronto.ca/qovcncl/  and  from  the  Office  of  the  (Governing  Council,  Room  106, 
Simcoe  Hall;  the  Registrar's  Office,  UTM;  and  the  Registrar's  Office,  UTCS. 

Work  of  the  Governing  Council: 

The  Goveming  Council  is  composed  of  50  members,  including  the  President,  Chancellor,  16  govemment  appointees, 
12  teaching  stoff,  8  olumni,  8  students,  2  administrative  staff  and  2  presidential  appointees. 

As  the  University  of  Toronto's  senior  governing  body,  it  oversees  the  University's  academic,  business  and  student 
offoirs.  Decisions  opproved  by  the  Governing  Council  affect  all  members  of  the  University  community. 

The  Council  and  its  Boords  ore  responsible  for  approving: 

•  Acodemic  and  incidental  fees 

•  Establishment  of  new  academic  programs 

•  Admissions  ond  awards  policies 

•  University's  budget  ond  finoddol  motters 


Campus  plonning  and  capital  projects 
Personnel  policies 
Compus  and  student  services 
Appointment  of  senior  administrators 


Questions? 

Pleose  contact  Anthony  Gray,  Chief  Returning  Officer  at  416-946-7663  or  tony.gray@utoronto.co 

rhe  membership  of  the  Goveming  Council  should  reflect  the  diversity  of  the  University.  Nominations  are, 
therefore,  encouraged  from  a  wide  variety  of  individuals 

http://www.utofonto.co/qovcncl/elections/ 
MAKE  A  DIFFERENCE:  GET  INVOLVED  WITH  THE  GOVERNING  COUNCIL 


Train  to  be  a  Teacher 

in  Historic 
Edinburgh,  Scotland 


www.teach.ca 


1-year  Professional  Graduate  Diploma 
in  Education  (Primary  or  Secondary) 


Presentations  and  interviews  by  University  of  Edinburgh  staff 
on  Saturday  January  27  and  Sunday  January  28  2007  at  12  noon  in  The  Toronto 
Marriott  Downtown  Eaton  Centre  Hotel,  525  Bay  Street,  Downtown,  Toronto. 

For  further  application  and  interview  arrangements  contact: 
TEACH  EDUCATIONAL  CONSULTANTS,  1030  Upper  James  St,  Suite  301, 
Hamilton,  Ontario  L9C  6X6  Tel:  905  388  8972  TOLL  FREE:  1-800-884-9325 

Email:  info@teach.ca 


THE  UNIVERSITY  o/EDINBURGH 

Promoting  Excellence  in  leaching  and  Research 
www.  education  .cd.ac.uk/  pgdc 
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Start  at  Ernst  &  Young,  and  your  career  is 
headed  in  the  right  direction.  With  our 
award-winning  training  programs,  you'll  have 
the  resources  you  need  to  enhance  your 
skills.  It's  an  environment  that  promotes 
your  personal  and  professional  growth  and 
success.  So  there's  only  one  way  to  go-up. 
Visit  us  on  campus  or  at  ey.com/us/careers. 
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Hard-hit  groups  need  helping  hand 


Last  month,  the  Centre  for  Women 
and  Trans  People  at  U  of  T  got  a 
harsh  refresher  course  on  how 
precarious  the  life  of  a  campus 
group  really  is. 

On  Dec.  13,  an  unknown  looter 
broke  into  the  Centre's  office  at 
563  Spadina  and  stole  one  of  their 
few  computers,  which  contained 
crucial  data  they  need  to  continue 
their  work. 

That  work  includes  speaking 
out  on  behalf  of  women  and  trans 
folk,  operating  the  Dr.  Chun  Re- 
source Library  (together  with 
OPIRG),  and  keeping  the  doors  of 
the  Centre  itself  open  to  students 
who  want  information,  support,  or 
just  a  safe,  prejudice-free  space  to 


►  EDITORIAL  - 

hang  out. 

The  impact  of  the  stolen  equip- 
ment has  already  been  felt — the 
Centre's  weekly  e-newsletter  has 
not  been  distributed  since  the 
theft.  The  group  sent  a  message 
last  week  asking  that  the  computer 
be  returned,  no  questions  asked. 

The  case  illustrates  the  delicate 
balance  that  campus  groups  of- 
ten have  to  strike  simply  in  order 
to  stay  alive.  And  the  Centre  is  a 
group  that  gets  a  student  levy — 
others,  like  the  younger  organiza- 
tion BikeChain,  are  not  as  fortu- 
nate. 


Last  semester,  BikeChain  lost 
a  SAC-assisted  levy  campaign  to 
procure  a  measly  25  cents  per 
full-time  student  to  support  their 
free,  on-campus  bike-repair  ser- 
vice and  bike  maintenance  edu- 
cation programs — because  not 
enough  votes  were  cast.  With- 
out the  steady  source  of  income 
that  a  levy  provides,  BikeChain's 
mission  to  make  U  of  T  less  car- 
dependent  is  a  mere  shadow  of 
what  it  could  be. 

Yet  another  sob  story  of  unnec- 
essary neglect:  Radical  Roots,  U 
of  T's  only  vegan,  not-for-profit, 
locally-sourced  eatery  closed 
last  year  when  the  International 
Students  Centre  refused  to  renew 


their  contract.  The  last  word  on 
the  closure  of  the  hub  for  nutri- 
tious $5  lunches  came  from  for- 
mer manager  Agata  Durkalec, 
who  says  they  were  done  in  by 
an  insensitive  ISC  admin  who  de- 
manded the  unpaid,  student-run 
kitchen  navigate  bureaucratic 
regs  in  order  to  stay.  When  they 
couldn't  do  it  in  the  allotted  time, 
the  plug  got  pulled. 

The  blows  dealt  to  these  groups 
are  a  disservice  to  the  entire 
campus.  Frustratingly,  it's  im- 
possible to  come  up  with  a  one- 
size-fits-all  prescription  to  keep 
small  organizations  from  falling 
through  the  cracks.  U  of  T  wants 
its  diverse  needs  met  by  a  vast 


array  of  niche  groups,  but  it  lacks 
the  cash,  and  the  will,  to  support 
them  all. 

While  Radical  Roots  could 
clearly  have  benefited  from  some 
kind  of  workshop  from  University 
Affairs  to  help  student  business- 
es with  planning — not  to  men- 
tion some  admin  with  brains — it 
seems  the  other  two  groups  were 
hit  by  poor  facilities  and  poor 
mobilization.  We — students  and 
administrators  alike — need  to 
give  campus  groups  the  support 
they  need  to  stay  on  an  even  foot- 
ing. Left  to  walk  the  tightrope 
of  daily  operation  on  their  own, 
they,  and  the  services  they  offer, 
haven't  got  a  chance. 


//SCHOOL  DAZE 


Selling  your  soul  for  marks 


In  part  one  of  a  series  examining  the  hows  and  whys  of  the 
learning  process,  JARED  MOORE  wonders  whether  it  was  right 
of  him  to  argue  things  in  undergrad  essays  that  he  morally 
opposed,  just  to  please  his  TA. 


■  During  my  lengthy  career  as  a  U  of  T 
undergrad,  I  honed  my  ability  to  de- 
velop a  thesis  and  write  about  it  in 
an  organized  way.  Though  at  some 
point  in  my  essay-writing  career — 
early  in  my  second  year,  I  believe — I 
really  became  full  of  shit.  This  is  my 
fault,  of  course,  but  I  always  found 
it  strange  that  such  a  development 
could  be  rewarded  by  the  one  insti- 
tution in  my  life  touted  as  being  in 
the  business  of  truth. 

A  protocol  exists  right  now  at  U  of 
T  to  adequately  ensure  students  do 
not  include  false  information  in  their 
papers.  There  are  strict  require- 
ments for  citing  things  from  defini- 
tive sources.  Students  are  given  the 
choice  between  ensuring  they  get 
their  facts  right  and  losing  marks  for 
doing  otherwise.  The  decision  for 
most  students  is  a  simple  one.  Soci- 
etal norms  are  commensurate  with 
this  way  of  doing  things — nowhere  is 
it  acceptable  to  pass  off  others'  work 
as  your  own,  or  to  lie  in  this  way. 

Other  sorts  of  dishonesty,  though, 
are  less  despised  in  our  society. 
While  liars  are  condemned  for  hav- 
ing failed  to  meet  a  minimum  re- 
quirement of  being  good,  someone 
disingenuous  is  often  empathized 
with,  as  though  they  failed  only  to  ex- 
ceed the  expectation.  We  shake  our 


heads  laughing  at  how  obviously  in- 
sincere those  competing  for  political 
office  are,  but  we  approve  enough  to 
grant  them  our  complacency,  if  not 
our  support.  We  have  measures  to 
ensure  that  the  billboards  moving 
on  buses  and  thirty-second  messag- 
es playing  on  television  don't  state 
anything  factually  untrue,  but  a  cer- 
tain quotient  of  bullshit  from  them  is 
expected  and  condoned.  These  ex- 
amples are  so  common  that  they're 
trite  here,  c^nd  neither  comes  from 
the  fringes.  At  U  of  T,  the  norm  is  no 
different. 

In  my  experience  as  an  Arts  and 
Science  undergrad,  I  can  only  re- 
member perceiving  indifference 
from  instructors  over  whether  or 
not  I  was  true  to  my  beliefs  in  any 
given  paper.  Perhaps  I  am  less  prin- 
cipled than  the  average  student,  but 
before  too  long  I  became  indifferent 
myself. 

The  first  time  1  argued  something 
that  I  believed  was  wrong  was  in  a 
politics  paper.  I  remember  it  be- 
cause it  felt  weird.  I  hadn't  done  it 
in  high  school  or  in  my  first  year  of 
university.  But  this  decision,  like  the 
one  to  include  only  true  informa- 
tion, was  a  simple  one.  One  person 
was  going  to  read  it  and  mark  it  and 
forget  about  it.  If  I  got  a  good  mark. 


I  succeeded;  if  not,  then  I  didn't.  In 
this  bare  equation,  which  all  U  of  T 
students  face,  the  plainest  solution 
was  to  go  see  what's  written,  figure 
out  what  pieces  fit  together  the  tidi- 
est, and  type  that  up.  What  else  was 
there  to  consider?  A  principle?  As  I 
continued  writing  essays,  I  became 
more  concerned  with  the  kind  of 
good  that  actually  exists.  I  wanted 
the  good  mark. 

I  do  not  mean  to  deny  responsibil- 
ity for  my  own  choices,  or  to  doubt 
that  we  are  all  capable  of  differenti- 
ating instances  when  our  conviction 
is  of  consequence  and  when  it  is  not. 
On  or  off  a  university  campus,  we 
decide  for  ourselves  what  we  want 
to  do  with  our  words,  with  our  abili- 
ties to  organize  them  and  to  assert 
things.  It  was  during  my  time  writ- 
ing essays  at  U  of  T,  though,  that  the 
precedent  was  set — the  precedent 
to  ignore  my  own  beliefs  once  in  a 
while,  whenever  convenient  and 
beneficial. 

U  of  T's  orthodox  university  prac- 
tices, coldly  indifferent  to  sincerity, 
are  parallel  to  the  lack  of  integrity 
we  gently  disdain  in  our  marketplace 
and  in  our  democracy.  How  troubling 
this  is  depends  only  on  how  much  of 
an  impact  one  believes  four  years  at 
a  school  like  this  one  can  have  on 
each  generation  of  great  minds. 

After  five  years  of  writing  essays  at 
UofT,  Jared  Moore  resides  in  San 
Francisco  and  is  editor  of  the  journal 
Crumbs. 


LETTERS 


Criticism  of 
admissions  policies 
is  unwarranted 


Re:  Student  challenges  Law 
admissions  policy,  Jan.  11 

In  response  to  Billeh  Hamid's 
concerns  about  the  faculty  of  law's 
admissions  policies,  it  must  be 
said  that  each  law  school  wishes 
its  student  body  to  mirror  that 
of  the  community.  Regarding  his. 
insistence  that  a  "special  circum- 
stances" category  for  "underrepre- 
sented  groups"  be  included  in  the 
selection  process  in  addition  to  the 
"Aboriginal  Applicants"  category, 
I  find  this  to  be  exclusive  and  dis- 
criminatory. 

When  selecting  applicants,  the 
Faculty  of  Law  states  that  it  gives 
consideration  to  "the  response 
to  disadvantage  due  to  adverse 
personal  or  socio-economic  cir- 
cumstances or  to  barriers  faced  by 
cultural  (including  racial  or  ethnic) 
or  linguistic  minorities;  motivation 
and  involvement  in  academic  and 
non-academic  activities;  and  the 
impact  of  temporary  or  permanent 
disabilities". 

I  see  no  reason  to  create  a  list  . 
of  particular  circumstances  that 
may  adversely  affect  a  student's 
performance  when  the  above 
clearly  includes  many  of  the  par- 
ticulars that  were  mentioned  in  the 
article.  The  "statement  of  admis- 
sion policy"  appears  to  be  worded 
broadly  enough,  not  limiting  itself 
with  particulars  that  may  exclude 
or  discourage  potential  applicants. 
The  Faculty  of  Law's  website  also 


mentions  that  a  high  LSAT  score 
may  serve  to  compensate  for  a 
lower  CPA,  which  appears  to  be  the 
concern  of  Mr.  Hamid. 

J.  Rossi 
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The  true  meaning  of  Paris 

CHANDLER  LEVACK  wonders  why  Hilton  is  still  so  darn  "hot" 


I am  trying  desperately  to  make 
Paris  Hilton  mean  something.  The 
way  1  see  it,  we're  pretty  much 
stuck  with  her  in  modern  society. 
She  encompasses  our  reality  to  such 
an  extent  that  I  have  had  more  con- 
versations about  her  in  the  past  year 
than  I've  had  dentist  appointments. 
And  that  is  not  a  good  sign. 

What  is  it  about  Paris'  vapid 
blonde  exterior  that  is  so  interest- 
ing? Is  she  interesting  because  she's 
boring,  or  boring  because  she's  in- 
teresting? I've  known  plenty  of  Paris 
act-alikes  in  my  lifetime  (well,  if  you 
replace  "hotel  heiress"  with  "their 
dad  owns  a  Canadian  Tire")  and 
people  are  always  drawn  to  their  re- 
liability to  miss  the  punch  line,  dress 
like  a  Bangkok  prostitute,  and  make 
out  with  anyone  and  anything  that 
wears  a  gold  chain  around  its  neck. 

Paris  Hilton  reminds  us  of  that  girl 
in  high  school  who  was  kind  of  pret- 
ty in  a  predictable  way,  parked  her 
Mini  Cooper  in  the  lot's  best  spot 
each  morning,  and,  for  some  reason, 
seemed  utterly  intoxicating.  People 
would  offer  anything  for  the  chance 
to  be  with  her. 

They'd  say,  "Hey  Paris,  do  you 
sing?"  And  she'd  say  "Yeah,  maybe  I 
guess,"  and  boom,  guess  who's  sing- 
ing the  lead  solo  in  Les  Miserables? 

They'd  say,  "Hey  Paris,  have  you 
ever  thought  about  expressing  your- 
self creatively?"  And  she'd  reply, 
"Well,  I  do  like  riding  the  mechanical 
bull  at  Shooter's,  so  I  gu^ss  I  could 
take  this  lead  in  A  Doll's  House." 
Nobody  really  likes  this  girl,  but 


She  won't  be  getting  any  free  publicity  in  this  newspaper! 


somebody  has  to  be  the  target  of 
washroom  stall  one-liners,  and  the 
bulimic  cheerleader  posse  is  be- 
coming totally  boring.  Plus,  your 
mom  keeps  telling  you  that  "a  friend 
whose  parents  own  a  hotel  is  a  friend 
indeed,"  and  that  phrase  echoes  in 
your  head  as  you  carry  Paris'  gym 
bag  all  the  way  to  field  hockey  prac- 


tice. 

It's  just  not  fair.  In  a  world  where 
Janeane  Garafolos  deserve  to  win, 
Paris  still  calls  the  shots.  If  she's 
not  worth  the  air  we  breathe  to  talk 
about  her,  then  why  does  modern 
culture  surround  this  woman,  her 
every  car  accident,  Greek  beau  and 
exposed  love  canal  worthy  of  sacred 


celebrity  status? 

In  Sex,  Drugs  and  Cocoa  Puffs, 
pop-culture  journalist  Chuck  KIos- 
terman  deems  Pamela  Anderson  a 
more  evolved  Marilyn  Monroe,  the 
"perfect  sexual  icon  because  all 
she  wants  to  do  is  have  sex".  Well, 
Paris  Hilton  is  an  even  more  mod- 
ern extension  of  Anderson.  Whereas 


Anderson  is  all  implants  and  colla- 
gen, Paris'  skeletal  frame  and  mar- 
malade-toned skin  showcase  the 
American  id.  It  has  been  proven  on 
the  excellent  television  series  The 
Simple  Life  that  Paris  will  make  out 
with  anyone,  especially  if  they  are 
underage,  have  dubious  morals,  and 
live  in  a  cornfield.  By  sticking  her 
tongue  down  the  throats  of  good 
ol'  American  men,  Paris  epitomizes 
the  American  Dream.  Work  hard,  get 
a  spot  on  a  reality  television  show, 
and  you  too  could  knock  boots  with 
a  Hilton. 

Paris  Hilton  has  to  mean  some- 
thing; she  has  to  explain  something 
deep  and  ineffable  about  American 
culture  as  an  emblematic  ideal.  (She 
is,  after  all,  a  living  Barbie  doll  with 
working  parts.) 

Her  signature  phrase,  "that's  hot" 
only  makes  things  more  problemat- 
ic, as  Hilton  has  qualified  this  for  ev- 
erything from  gas  station  uniforms 
to  Tinkerbelle's  mini  Fendi.  How  can 
everything  be  "hot?"  How  can  ev- 
erybody win?  America  is  a  culture  of 
survival  of  the  fittest,  L.A.  a  town  of 
at  least  1000  wannabe  blonde  heir- 
esses going  out  on  cattle  calls  in 
tube  dresses  and  broken  heels,  all 
vying  for  the  lifestyle  of  swimming 
pools  and  Aaron  Spelling  pilots. 

If  Paris  doesn't  mean  anything, 
then  there  isn't  anything  to  aspire 
to.  The  American  Dream  has  to 
mean  something.  Paris  has  to  mean 
something.  Or  everything's  just... 
well,  "hot." 

And  I'm  not  cool  with  that. 


:/\\     The  Varsity  Student  Newspaper 

announces  and  hereby  invites  all  its  members  to  its 


Annual  Meeting 


(Tip:  if  you  are  a  full-time  student,  then  you  are  a  member  of  the  corporation.  Neat,  huh?) 

The  Varsity's  members  will  be  voting  whether  to  adopt  changes  in  its  by-laws.  Take  a  look  at  the  proposed  changes 
at  www.thevarsity.ca.  We  will  also  address  any  other  business  pertinent  to  the  corporation. 


The  meeting  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  January  25  at  6  p.m.  at  the  Varsity's  offices, 

located  inside  the  U  of  T  Sussex  Clubhouse  (21  Sussex  Ave.,  2nd  Floor). 


Hope  to  see  you  there! 


8    MONDAY,  JANUARY  15, 2007 


The  Varsity 


SENECA 

POST-GRADUATE 
OPPORTUNITIES 


CONNECT  WITH 
YOUR  CAREER. 
GET  AN 
EDUCATION 
THAT  DELIVERS 
IN  ONEYEAR 
R 


If  you  have  a  diploma  or  degree 
and  want  a  competitive  edge  in 
the  job  market,  take  a  look  at 
POST-GRADUATE  opportunities 
at  Seneca.  We  offer  dozens  of 
outstanding  programs  designed 
specifically  to  give  you  the  practical 
skills  and  knowledge  you  need. 

WHAT  YOU  GET 

•  Latest  theories  and  principles 
in  your  area  of  interest 

•  Small  classes  led  by  experienced  faculty 
and  industry  experts 

•  Access  to  state-of-the  art  equipment 

•  Hands-on  training  in  relevant, 
current  business  technologies 

•  Co-op  and  field  placement  options 

•  Accreditation  in  just  8  months  to  1  year 


ONTARIO  GRADUATE  CERTIFICATE  PROGRAMS 

For  college  or  university  graduates  and 
mature  students  with  3-5  years  of  program 
related  experience. 

3D  Animation 
3D  Gaming 

Accounting  &  Information  Technology 
Advanced  Investigations  and  Enforcement 
Applied  Electronics  Design  (Co-op) 
Bioinformatics 
Brand  Management 
Business  Intelligence 

Corporate  Communications  (Optional  Co-op) 
Costume  Studies  for  Film  &Television 
Database  Application  Developer  (Optional  Co-op) 
Electro  Mechanical  Design  (Optional  Co-op) 
Event  Management 

Financial  Services  Compliance  Administration 

Financial  Services  Underwriting 

Fraud  Examination  and  Forensic  Accounting 

Global  Logistics  &  Supply  Chain  Management 

Human  Resources  Management  (Optional  Co-op) 

Interactive  Marketing 

International  Business  Management 

International  Health  Services 

Internet  Systems  Administration  (Optional  Co-op) 

Legal  and  Corporate  Administration 

Marketing  Management 

Pharmaceutical  Regulatory  Affairs  &  Quality 

Operations  (Co-op) 
Spa  Management 
Technical  Communication  (Co-op) 
Visual  Effects  for  Film  and  Television 


ACCELERATED  PROGRAMS 

For  students  who  have  completed  or 
substantially  completed  a  degree  or 
diploma.  Earn  your  diploma  in  2  or  3 
semesters  instead  of  4. 

Court  and  Tribunal  Agent 
(Independent  Paralegal) 
Early  Childhood  Education  (Newnham) 
Library  and  Information  Technician 
Law  Clerk 

Real  Property  Administration 
(Assessment  and  Appraisal) 
Social  Service  Worker 

Seneca's  programs  are  developed  with 
industry  and  in  accordance  with  Ministry 
regulations.  Programs  listed  here  are 
available  at  time  of  printing  and  are  subject 
to  change.  Visit  www.senecac.on.ca  for 
more  information. 


For  more  information,  visit 
yourfuture@senecacollege.ca 
or  call  416.491.5050  x  2800 


Seneca 


science@thevarsity.ca 
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A  spread  of  health 


Sabeen  Abbas 


In  early  May  2005,  U  of  T  undergradu- 
ate students  Faraz  Siddiqui  and  Anas 
Nader  volunteered  with  Third  World 
Awareness,  a  Toronto-based  NGO,  to 
travel  to  Haiti  and  begin  construction 
on  a  soup  kitchen  for  a  community 
in  desperate  need.  Cite  Soleil  is  the 
largest,  poorest  and  most  dangerous 
slum  in  Port-au-Prince. 

There,  in  a  neighbourhood  frac- 
tured by  conflict  and  poverty,  Sid- 
diqui and  Nader  constructed  a 
kitchen  facility  next  to  an  elementary 
school  and  started  a  food  program. 
Many  children  in  Cite  Soleil  go  with- 
out meals  for  days,  unable  to  afford 
the  small  fee  a  local  woman  charges 
for  a  meal. 

Siddiqui  and  Nader  are  members 
of  the  University  of  Toronto  Interna- 
tional Health  Program,  a  non-profit 
student  organization  that  advocates 
for  international  health  issues.  While 
in  Haiti,  both  also  volunteered  at  a 
Malnutrition  Centre  and  a  Centre  for 
Disabled  Children,  where  they  helped 
with  basic  needs  like  feeding  and 
changing  children. 

Life  is  hard  for  international  volun- 
teers in  Cite  Soleil.  Haiti  has  a  history 
of  political  upheaval  since  the  2004 
coup  that  ousted  President  Jean  Bap- 
tiste  Aristide.  Today,  fighting  compli- 
cates delivery  of  medicine  and  sup- 
plies to  the  country. 

"One  of  the  main  challenges  in  a 
conflict  is  [the  lack  of]  movement 
within  the  country.  Conflict  prevent- 
ed us  from  getting  to  places  even  a 
block  away,"  Nader  said. 

"We  would  get  almost  two  or  three 
reports  every  day  from  our  landlords 
to  tell  us  whether  it  was  a  good  day 
and  'a  good  time  to  go,'  or  a  bad  day 
[and]  we'd  better  keep  out  of  the 
area,"  said  Siddiqui. 

"While  we  were  in  Haiti,  we  saw  a 
few  injured  people.  We  heard  the  bul- 
lets. Apparently,  it  was  normal  for  the 
people  there,"  said  Nader. 

The  two  students  saw  armed  reb- 
els patrol  the  streets  of  the  slum.  At 
the  time,  over  32  different  factions 
controlled  the  various  streets  in  Cite 
Soleil. 

"The  gangs  over  there  have  an  un- 
written rule  that  if  anyone  is  doing 
any  work  in  what  they  consider  their 
part  of  the  slum,  the  NGO  has  to  pay 
a  commission.  Now  we  didn't  have 
much  money  to  do  the  project,  let 
alone  bribe  someone.  They  were  try- 
ing to  intimidate  us  and  our  friends," 
said  Siddiqui. 

"Some  were  gangs,  but  some  were 
rebels.  The  political  situation  in  Haiti 
is  vague  and  it's  hard  to  know  what 
their  motivation  is.  The  situation  was 
bad  until  the  locals  got  to  know  us. 
A  lot  of  the  gang  members  have  fam- 
ily in  the  town  and  once  they  got  to 
know  us  they  gave  us  a  hand  in  what 
we  were  doing,"  Nader  related. 

The  kitchen  was  completed  on  May 
20,  and  the  team  celebrated  the  build- 
ing's opening  by  hiring  the  local  cook 
to  prepare  a  ceremonial  meal  of  rice, 
beans,  chicken  and  sauce  for  the  280 
students. 

In  some  areas  of  conflict,  the  rebels 
used  the  elements  against  the  locals. 

"In  the  Congo,  rebels  have  driven 
people  from  the  village  into  the  forest 
and  left  them  there,  and  the  malaria 
mosquitoes  get  them.  They  don't  have 
to  kill  these  people.  The  mosquitoes 
take  care  of  them,"  Siddiqui  said. 

AIDS  and  tuberculosis  are  the  main 
health  issues  in  Haiti,  but  many  of  the 
diseases  like  pneumonia,  diarrhea 


and  malaria  that  affect  Haitians  in 
slums  like  Cite  Soleil  are  treatable.  Im- 
proving access  to  food  and  providing 
children  with  an  education  may  indi- 
rectly solve  the  health  issues  faced 
by  the  poor  in  Haiti,  as  better  nutri- 
tion and  AIDS  awareness  programs 
may  prevent  disease. 

Katrina  Harris,  a  master's  student 
at  U  of  T,  has  also  volunteered  in  pub- 
lic health  projects,  and  is  now  follow- 
ing up  on  that  work.  Two  summers 
ago,  Harris  worked  in  Kisumu,  Kenya 
with  the  development  organization 
Africa  Now.  Harris  helped  with  data 
collection  and  analysis  for  water  and 
sanitation  projects. 

"I  went  to  Kenya  as  a  student.  I 


wanted  to  be  exposed  to  the  real 
work  of  international  development," 
she  said. 

The  idea  for  her  current  project. 
Project  Re-Cycle,  set  to  start  this 
summer,  developed  from  her  daily  bi- 
cycle-taxi (or  pedi-cab)  commute  to 
the  office  where  she  worked.  For  her 
project,  Harris  was  awarded  $15,000, 
which  she  will  use  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  Kisumu  community. 

"The  project  was  definitely  locally 
inspired.  I  had  no  idea  of  the  needs 
of  this  particular  local  group  before 
I  came  there.  1  started  asking  these 
bicycle-taxi  guys  a  whole  bunch  of 
questions:  What  do  you  do  when  it 
rains?  What  do  you  do  for  medical 


care?  What  do  you  earn?"  Harris  said 
in  a  telephone  interview. 

She  realized  that  she  couldn't  get 
all  the  answers  to  her  questions  in 
the  fifteen  minutes  it  took  to  travel  to 
work.  She  conducted  a  formal  survey, 
connected  with  local  NGOs  and  pro- 
duced a  report  identifying  the  main 
challenges  faced  by  Kisumu  pedi-cab 
drivers,  and  how  to  deal  with  them. 

Harris  explained  that  she  got  the 
idea  for  the  micro-finance  project 
when  she  realized  that  many  of  the 
drivers  didn't  own  their  bicycles. 

"If  there  was  a  system  in  place  that 
would  allow  them  to  lease  their  bi- 
cycles so  they  could  eventually  own 
them,  then  they  can  use  the  money 


Shown  above:  In  one  of  Haiti's  larg- 
est slums,  elementary  school  children 
benefit  from  a  new  kitchen.  Left,  Katrina 
Harris  poses  with  the  group  of  pedi-cab 
drivers  in  Kisumu. 

they  save  for  other  things,  such  as 
health  care,"  she  said.  She  found 
that  81  per  cent  of  drivers  were  earn- 
ing less  than  their  daily  living  costs. 
Owning  a  bike  might  mean  an  income 
subsidy  of  25  per  cent. 

What  motivated  these  U  of  T  stu- 
dents to  pack  their  bags,  bid  adieu 
to  family  and  friends,  and  leave  for  a 
country  where  a  mosquito  bite  might 
mean  death?  Nader  explained,  "1  felt 
like  I  needed  to  be  in  the  field  to  do 
the  work  in  the  right  way." 

"1  felt  disillusioned  by  people  for 
whom  a  greater  motivation  [to  be- 
come doctors  or  nurses]  was  money 
or  prestige,"  added  Siddiqui.  "The 
doctors  over  there  have  inspired 
us.  The  people  who  work  in  such  ar- 
eas don't  make  a  lot  of  money  doing 
it.  They  are  the  ones  who  are  truly 
committed  to  what  health  care  is  all 
about." 

Here  at  U  of  T,  Siddiqui,  Nader  and 
a  team  of  UTIHP  members  have  orga- 
nized a  Conference  on  Health  and  Hu- 
man Rights  taking  place  this  Friday 
and  Saturday.  The  conference  will 
feature  lectures,  discussions  and  a 
networking  NGO  fair 


//ONLINE  exclusive: 


rant  more  science? 
Read  about  the 
world's  largest  flower,  a 
new  ski  contraption,  and 
why  you  should  trust  your 
instincts  at  The  Varsity  online. 
These  science  briefs  can  be 
accessed  at  www.thevarsity.ca. 
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The  best  escape  from 
school?  Try  a  class. 


Seriously,  sweat  out  your  stress  with  ail  kinds  of 
classes,  from  Piiates  and  Karate,  to  Cyclefit  and 
Yoga.  Learn  it  ail  at  the  Athletic  Centre. 

You're  already  a  member! 

Winter  classes  are  beginning  now! 
Enroll  today  at:  www.ac-fpeh.com/recreation/instruction.php 


UNIVERSITY  If  TORONTO 

55  HARBORD  STREET  AT  SPADINA 

^^^^^^ 


Accelerate  your  future  with  the  Diploma  in  Accounting 
Program  (DAP)  at  the  University  of  British  Columbia. 

DAP  prepares  university  graduates  with  limited  or  no 
training  in  accounting  for  entry  into  a  professional 
accounting  designation  (CA,  CGA,  CMA  or  CPA  in  the  US). 


APPLICATION  DEADLINES 
May  start 


Sep  start: 


Marl  (International  applicants) 
Apr  1  (Canadian  applicants) 

Jul  1  (International  applicants) 
Aug  1  (Canadian  applicants) 


Find  out  how  DAP  can  accelerate  your  future. 
Visit  www.sauder.ubc.ca/dap 


SAUDER 

SchooJ  of  Business 
Opening  Worlds 


VARSITY  SCIENCE  science@thevarsityca 

Truth  is  Stranger  Than  Fiction 


That  sounds  fishy! 

Dr.  Doolittle  could  talk  to  cats,  dogs, 
monkeys,  and  pigs,  but  what  about 
shrimp?  While  many  people  have 
heard  the  high-pitched  squealing  of 
the  beluga,  the  playful  "clicks"  of  the 
dolphin,  and  the  haunting  calls  of  the 
humpback  whale,  many  lesser-known 
deep-water  denizens  contribute  to 


See  Haw 

Page  3  or 
www.harthouse.ca 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


•  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

•  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

»  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

•  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
f  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

•  Free  Repeat  Policy 

•  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

416M0I1-SM-779-1779 
www.oxfordseniinar8,cotn 


BE  THE 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 


See  H€>w 

Page  3  or 
www.harthouse.ca 


what  scientists  are  learning  is  an 
ocean  of  noise. 

Scientists  are  discovering  that 
many  fish  communicate  with  each 
other  through  sounds  ranging  from 
barely-audible  whispers  to  assorted 
clicks,  grunts,  thumps,  and,  in  the 
case  of  the  toadfish,  a  distinctive 
"foghorn  call."  Male  Atlantic  toadfish, 
whose  Pacific  relatives  are  called 
"singing  fish,"  attract  females  dur- 
ing the  breeding  season  by  rapidly 
twitching  their  gas  bladders-an  inter- 
nal gas  sac  fish  use  to  control  buoy- 
ancy. In  some  species,  like  the  oyster 
toadfish,  the  gas  bladder  is  connected 
the  inner  ear  and  may  give  the  fish  a 
better  sense  of  water  pressure  and 
hearing. 

So  far,  researchers 
have  found  sound- 
making  abilities  in  at 
least  1000  fish  spe- 
cies, including  the 
Atlcuitic  croaker  and 
the  roughneck  grunt. 
However,  many  of 
their  sounds  are  low- 
volume  and  last  for  as 
little  as  ten  millisec- 
onds. Consequently, 
humans  can  only  hear 
some  of  these  sounds 
with  special  instru- 
ments. 

The  collection 
of  sea  sounds  gets 
stranger.  Shrimp  and 
other  crustaceans 


create  sound  by  closing  their  claws 
at  extremely  high  speeds  to  produce 
bubbles  which  pop  and  create  intense 
noise.  Snapping  shrimp  make  these 
popping  bubbles  to  stun  their  prey 
(small  crabs,  fish,  and  worms),  defend 
their  territory,  and  communicate  with 
other  shrimp.  The  noise  is  so  loud  it 
can  seriously  interfere  with  underwa- 
ter military  and  scientific  sonar. 

Perhaps  the  smallest  of  these 
noisy  species,  seahorses  can  toss 
their  heads  against  the  star-shaped 
bony  crests  of  their  backs,  producing 
clicks.  These  raucous  sea  creatures 
may  leave  you  wondering:  if  a  sea- 
horse clicks  its  neck  and  no  one  hears 
it,  does  it  make  a  sound? 
— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 


The  oyster  toadfish,  a  "foghorn"  fish  that  was  chosen  for  a 
NASA  space  mission  for  its  rare  inner-ear  anatomy,  is  one  of 
thousands  offish  that  make  an  underwater  racket. 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

nowiwantto 

break  some 

boundaries" 


Meet  Sanjay. 

To  get  the  practical  knowledge  and  real  world  experience 
to  help  him  go  global,  Sanjay  earned  his  Postgraduate 
Certificate  from  Humber  in  international  Marketing  in  only 
2  semesters.  He  now  works  as  Director  of  Marketing  for  a 
major  Multinational  Food  Services  Management  company. 
We  think  he's  going  places. 

international  Marketing,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


(Jji  HUMBER 

Tfie  Busintisa  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


Become 
A  Teacher 

Study  in  England 


Nestled  in  the  lush  rolling  green  hills  of  historic  Devon  arxj 
close  to  the  sea.  tine  University  of  Exeter  is  the  perfea  location 
to  do  your  teacher  ti'aining.  We  offer  a  one-year  postgraduate 
programme  tliat  is  among  tlie  most  highly  regarded  in  tl^ie  UK. 

Join  our  tutors  and  former  Canadian  students 
Sunday  2 1st  January  at  12  noon 
Sheraton  Centre  Hotel,  Toronto 

Intorvinw;  will  also  be  held  for  nny  interested  stLidcnts. 

Over  I  SO  years  of  Excellence  in  Education 


U  .N  I  V  L  R  S  I  1  Y   O  1 

X'ETER 


For  further  details  please  contact:  TEACH 
Tel:  905-388-8972 
Email:  info@teach.ca 
www.exeter.ac.uk  wrtvw.teach.ca 
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Children  of  Men  director  Alfonso  Cuaron  worries  about  the  world  his  kids  will  inherit. 


Curling  up  with  Cuaron 

We  discuss  dystopia  with  this  acclaimed  Mexican  director 


Radheyan  SImonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


In  the  first  decade  of  the  new  millen- 
nium, three  Mexican  directors  took 
cinema  by  storm.  Alejandro  Gonzalez 
Inarritu  (Amores  Perros,  21  Grams), 
Guillermo  del  Toro  (The  Devil's  Back- 
bone, Hellboy),  and  Alfonso  Cuaron  (Y 
Tu  Mama  Tambien,  Harry  Potter  and 
the  Prisoner  ofAzkabari). 

Aptly  labeled  the  "Three  Ami- 
gos" — they  are  all  good  friends  and 
collaborators — the  directors  spear- 
headed one  of  the  latest  cinematic 
movements,  dubbed  the  "Mexican  Re- 
naissance," which  brought  a  new  per- 
spective on  globalization  to  Mexican 
film,  and  a  distinctly  Mexican  voice  to 
the  global  forum. 

To  say  that  the  three  amigos,  Cu- 
aron in  particular,  had  a  good  year  in 
2006  would  be  an  understatement,  to 
say  the  least.  With  the  release  of  Babel 
(Ifiarritu),  Pan's  Labyrinth  (Guillermo 
del  Toro  with  a  producing  credit  for 
Cuaron),  and  Children  of  Men  (Cu- 
aron), all  to  wide  acclaim,  the  new 
wave  seems  to  have  matured  and  so- 
lidified considerably. 

Cuaron  was  in  town  last  month  to 
promote  Children  of  Men,  his  adapta- 
tion of  the  dystopian  P.D.  James  novel 


about  a  global  fertility  crisis.  The  lack 
of  a  future  generation  and  the  accom- 
panying despair  lead  to  widespread 
conflict  as  the  end  of  mankind  looks 
inevitable. 

The  film's  concern  with  children  (or 
the  lack  thereoO  echoes  the  recent 
work  of  Cuaron's  counterparts.  Both 
Babel  and  Pan's  Labyrinth  are  largely 
about  children  in  dire  situations.  Cu- 
aron even  fondly  refers  to  them  "sister 
movies."  He  accounts  for  the  similar- 
ity in  themes  by  pointing  out  that  all  of 
the  directors  are  now  fathers  who  are 
naturally  concerned  for  the  welfare  of 
their  children,  especially  considering 
the  violent  state  of  world  affairs. 

"1  think  that  all  of  these  politicians 
are  completely  paralyzed  because 
they  don't  know  what  to  do,"  Cuaron 
accuses.  "They  cannot  even  imagine 
what  to  do.  1  don't  know  what  to  do. 
1  just  know  that  there's  one  first  step. 
Whatever  our  actions  are,  those  ac- 
tions have  to  be  from  the  standpoint 
of  not  what  is  beneficial  for  us,  but 
what  is  beneficial  for  the  next  genera- 
tion." 

In  adapting  Children  of  Men  for  the 
big  screen,  Cuaron  and  his  writing 
partner,  Timothy  Sexton,  stayed  true 
to  the  premise  of  the  novel,  but  al- 
lowed their  own  vision  to  take  the  film 


in  a  completely  different  direction. 
The  most  obvious  change  is  the  addi- 
tion of  the  character  Kee  (Claire-Hope 
Ashitey)  a  young  refugee  character 
who  offers  the  world  a  new  hope  by 
becoming  the  first  woman  to  become 
pregnant  in  over  18  years.  While  this 
alteration — with  a  child  offering  hope 
to  a  condemned  world — finds  an  obvi- 
ous a  parallel  in  the  nativity  story,  Cu- 
aron is  quick  to  insist  that  he  wanted 
to  suppress  any  religious  overtones  in 
the  original  novel. 

"The  book  is  overtly  religious,"  says 
Cuaron,  "and  I  was  trying  to  stay  away 
from  the  religious  elements.  Nev- 
ertheless, 1  wanted  to  embrace  the 
spiritual  archetypes,  and  yes,  the  na- 
tivity in  that  sense.  At  the  same  time 
we  were  concerned  about  cornering 
the  film  just  in  that.  Because  then  it 
would  give  religious  overtones  that  I 
didn't  feel  comfortable  with.  1  thought 
that  those  overtones  would  undercut 
the  sense  of  reality,  the  sense  of  today, 
and  also  the  sense  of  seeking  concrete 
solutions  and  transformations,  not 
just  hope  that  the  messiah  will  come 
and  clean  all  of  the  mess  that  we  leave 
behind." 

Cuaron  has  made  it  clear  that  the 
governments  depicted  in  Children  of 
Men  are  deliberately  similar  to  ones 


that  exist  today.  This  is  in  contrast  to 
other  dystopian  science-fiction  films 
(like  Star  Wars  or  The  Matrix)  which 
often  envision  democratic  systems 
being  replaced  by  some  militaristic 
or  mechanical  dictator.  Cuaron  states 
that  there  was  no  need  to  replicate 
such  a  scenario,  since  the  shape  of  de- 
mocracy today  already  exhibits  scary 
totalitarian  tendencies. 

"The  problem  is  what  is  happening 
with  democracy,"  says  Cuaron.  "De- 
mocracy is  a  very  convenient  makeup 
for  whatever  you  want  to  do.  Everyone 
is  talking  about  the  righteousness  of 
democracy,  where  democracy  is  go- 
ing to  teach  other  countries  and  show 
other  countries.  From  this  stand- 
point— where  people  want  to  impose 
democracy — the  whole  concept  of  de- 
mocracy becomes  corrupt.  You  can- 
not impose  democracy." 

Cuaron's  concerns  about  democ- 
racy are  part  of  a  larger  anxiety  over 
globalization  that  the  three  amigos  all 
voice  in  their  films:  the  bitter  irony  of 
a  morally  selective  democracy  is  one 
of  their  foremost  concerns. 

"Part  of  the  problem  with  democra- 
cy in  the  21st  century  is  that  borders 
are  losing  their  meaning  in  an  eco- 
nomic way,"  Cuaron  explains.  "Glo- 
balization is  a  myth.  Globalization  is 


economic  globalization,  but  it  is  not 
human  globalization." 

Cuaron  intelligently  reflects  on 
these  sentiments  in  Children  of  Men.  In 
the  film,  every  country  outside  of  Brit- 
ain has  fallen  apart,  and  while  global 
resources  and  landmarks  are  hastily 
relocated  to  the  island,  refugees  are 
not  extended  the  same  courtesy.  They 
are  rounded  up  and  locked  into  cages 
before  being  deported  to  a  Gitmo- 
style  prison  camp.  It's  a  bleak  vision 
that  Cuaron  formulated  from  the  con- 
structs of  contemporary  society. 

Though  Kee's  child  offers  a  sense 
of  hope  in  the  film,  Cuaron  is  quick  to 
dispel  the  possibility  of  any  such  solu- 
tions in  reality.  With  nearly  mathemat- 
ical precision,  he  explains  how  com- 
bining hope  and  democracy  solves 
nothing.  "The  film  for  me  is  about 
hope.  You  lose  hope  and  you  leave 
a  gap.  That  gap  needs  to  be  filled.  In 
most  of  the  cases,  it's  manipulated 
so  that  it's  filled  by  ideology. .  .And 
now  democracy,  which  is  an  ideology, 
has  become  a  matter  of  faith.  There's 
almost  a  religious  fervour  behind  de- 
mocracy. Either  you  accept  democ- 
racy, or  you're  against  it." 

Children  of  Men  is  currently  in  wide 
release. 
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Picture  perfect 

From  minute  details  to  vast  patterns,  Two  Photographers  showcases  the 
unique  vision  of  these  two  strangely  similar  art  icons 


Miriam  Cross 


At  first  glance,  many  of  the  vintage 
photographs  currently  gathered  at 
the  AGO  look  mundane.  Alfred  Eisen- 
staedt's  picture  of  a  sign  advertising 
a  German  puppet  museum  is  innocu- 
ous until  you  look  a  little  closer:  it's 
easy  to  miss  the  swastika.  A  rose  un- 
der Ansel  Adams's  lens  would  be  just 
another  rose,  if  not  for  the  carefully 
chosen  background — dark  whorls  of 
driftwood  that  contrast  with  the  pet- 
als' delicate  veins,  giving  the  flower  a 
near  glow. 

Two  Photographers,  Two  Visions  is 
an  apt  title  for  this  exhibit.  Long  be- 
fore the  digital  era,  when  cameras 
were  clunky  and  film  was  black-and- 
white,  Adams  and  Eisenstaedt  made 
their  careers  by  taking  pictures, 
helping  to  elevate  photography  into 
a  respected  and  valued  art  form.  The 
two  found  success  in  very  different 
spheres:  Adams  grew  up  in  the  United 


States  and  devoted  his  career  to  cap- 
turing its  natural  beauty,  while  Eisen- 
staedt worked  as  a  photojournalist, 
first  in  Weimar-era  Germany  and  later 
in  the  U.S.  Both  are  celebrated  for  the 
sense  of  artistry  displayed  in  their 
iconic  images. 

In  Adams's  case,  it's  easy  to  see 
why.  His  stunning  mountain  views 
and  vast  landscapes  have  undeniable 
beauty.  However,  the  accolades  con- 
ferred upon  Eisenstaedt's  pictures 
are  a  little  more  mystifying.  What 
makes  his  shots  of  a  dancer's  audi- 
tion, bakers  rolling  dough,  or  work- 
ers painting  puppets  timeless  images 
and  works  of  art? 

Eisenstaedt's  talent  is  his  eye  for 
unexpected  details  that  make  an  oth- 
erwise conventional  scene  resonate. 
Sometimes  this  effect  is  used  for  fun: 
one  photograph  shows  four  well- 
dressed,  earnest  adults  engrossed 
in  a  game  of  bridge.  Look  closer,  and 
you  see  they're  sucking  on  pacifiers. 


The  caption  explains  that  they're  pe- 
nalized if  the  pacifier  falls  out. 

Other  times,  the  effect  is  deeply  un- 
settling. His  series  "The  City  of  Pup- 
pets" depicts  puppets  in  a  variety  of 
settings:  on  a  poster,  in  a  museum,  in 
a  factory.  However,  the  significance  of 
the  title —  a  cryptic  reference  to  the 
Nazification  of  German  culture  at  the 
time — imbues  the  photos  with  a  more 
ominous  tone. 

"Examination  of  a  German  Dancer 
in  the  Third  Reich"  (1934)  captures  a 
dancer  in  motion  during  an  audition, 
but  her  image  barely  registers.  In- 
stead, one  of  the  judges  is  the  inadver- 
tent focal  point  of  the  picture:  clad  in 
a  Nazi  uniform,  he  stares  inscrutably 
at  the  camera.  As  the  atrocities  of  war 
are  so  often  conveyed  through  grisly 
images,  Eisenstaedt's  understated 
interpretation — the  symptoms  of  Na- 
zism penetrating  the  arts  world — is 
unexpectedly  powerful. 

On  the  other  hand,  Adams'  abstract 


Alfred  Eisenstaedt's  "Examination  of  a  German  Dancer  in  tlie  Third  Reich."  Note  the 
Nazi  staring  straight  at  the  camera. 


photos  show  that  sometimes,  the  sub-* 
ject  matter  isnit  even  the  point  of  the 
picture.  A  shot  of  a  graffiti-covered 
wall  is  purposely  taken  out  of  context 
because  he  wants  the  viewers  to  focus 
on  the  jagged  patterns.  An  aerial  view 
of  a  freeway  interchange  in  Los  Ange- 
les is  notable  more  for  the  serpentine 
patterns  created  by  the  tangle  of  high- 
ways than  the  actual  scene. 

While  subject  and  composition 
make  the  difference  between  a  good 
photo  and  a  great  one,  the  best  pho- 
tographs instill  their  images  with  a 


quality  that  can't  quite  be  explained 
in  words.  The  fact  that  Adams  and 
Eisenstaedt  helped  bring  prestige 
and  viability  to  photography  marks 
them  as  masters  in  their  field.  The 
way  their  images  continue  to  haunt, 
move,  and  appeal  universally  marks 
these  pieces  as  works  of  art. 

The  exhibit  runs  until  February  4,  2007 
at  the  AGO.  Visit  www.  ago.  net  for 
more  information. 

Rating:  VVVVW 


Good  Guru 


Bollywood's  biggest  export  to  date  packs  the  Elgin 
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FILM  REVIEW 


Guru 


Directed  by  Mani  Ratnam 


Starring  Abhishek 
Bachchan,  Aishwarya  Rai 


Rating:  VVVvW 


Abbas  Somjl 


Toronto  might  just  become  Bol- 
lywood North.  AT  least  that's  the 
consensus  among  throngs  of  fans 
who  anxiously  awaited  the  ar- 


rival of  Bollywood  royalty  at  the 
international  premiere  of  Guru 
on  Thursday  night.  An  estimated 
1,200  people — including  Toronto 
Mayor  David  Miller — bought  tick- 
ets for  $100  to  $500,  packing  the 
Elgin  Theatre  to  watch  the  film. 

The  first  Bollywood  film  to  pre- 
miere outside  of  India,  Guru — di- 
rected by  Mani  Ratnam  and  star- 
ring Bollywood's  current  It  couple 
Aishwarya  Rai  and  Abhishek 
Bachchan — tells  the  story  of  a 
determined  young  man's  attempt 
to  break  into  the  exclusive  world 
of  corporate  India,  a  fiercely  hier- 
archical society  still  bearing  the 
marks  of  British  colonialism. 

Before  becoming  an  actor, 
Bachchan,  who  plays  the  film's 
protagonist  Gurukant  Desai,  was  a 
business  student  at  Boston  Univer- 
sity, dropping  out  to  pursue  acting 
full-time.  This  experience  undoubt- 
edly sharpened  his  portrayal  of  a 
corporate  giant-in-the-making.  De- 
sai only  relaxes  his  rigid  acumen 
in  his  special  relationship  with  his 
devoted  wife,  Sujatha,  (Rai),  which 
the  film  depicts  as  light-hearted, 
relaxed  and  full  of  childlike  antics. 
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Rai,  whose  face  is  currently  plas- 
tered on  L'Oreal  billboards  across 
downtown  Toronto,  is  almost  un- 
recognizable as  the  glamourless 
Sujatha  in  Guru.  At  one  point  in  the 
film,  a  mature  Sujatha — who  strik- 
ingly resembles  the  late  Indira 
Gandhi — lets  Rai's  acting  abilities 
take  precedence  over  her  flawless 
beauty. 

Besides  the  romantic  leads, 
chemistry  also  crackled  between 
Vidya  Balan  and  R.  Madhavan.  A 
kiss  between  the  two  drew  gasps 
from  the  audience  still  getting 
used  to  kissing  having  lost  its  ta- 
boo status  in  G-rated  Bollywood 
films  over  the  past  few  years.  The 
scene  was  tastefully  shot,  and  the 
situation  warranted  a  little  more 
than  a  contrived  song-dance  num- 
ber with  intermittent  costume 
changes. 

Balan  plays  a  girl  confined  to  a 
wheelchair  by  multiple  sclerosis, 
who  finds  solace  in  Madhavan's 
character,  a  journalist  bent  on 
bringing  down  Desai.  Other  star 
appearances  include  a  supporting 
role  by  well-known  Bollywood  vet- 
eran Mithun  Chakraborty  as  Man- 
ikdas  Gupta,  and  a  cameo  by  ac- 
tress and  model  Mallika  Sherawat. 

Setting  the  natural  beauty  of  ru- 
ral India's  scenic  landscape  against 
the  heavy  industrial  moderniza- 
tion of  the  film's  era,  Guru  stands 
out  as  fresh  and  vibrant — a  great 
accomplishment  considering  that 
Bollywood  produces  over  1,000 
films  every  year. 

The  film's  score  composed  by  A. 
R.  Rahman  delivers  a  soundtrack 
with  wonderful  echoes  of  his  ear- 
lier work  on  films  like  Sillunu  Oru 
Kaadhal  and  Arjbe  Aaruyire.  Songs 
range  from  Hindi  period  pieces  to 
thumping  Arabic  numbers.  The  lyr- 
ical beauty  of  the  vocal  lines,  cou- 
pled with  the  way  they  seamlessly 
melt  into  harmony,  show  just  why 
Rahman  has  earned  world-wide 
recognition. 

Still,  the  immense  talent  dedi- 
cated to  the  project  couldn't  quite 
overcome  a  few  flaws  with  the 
script.  The  film's  weaknesses  in- 
cluded a  meandering  plotline  and 
sudden  jurnps  in  time  and  place 
that  undoubtedly  left  a  few  patrons 
scratching  their  heads. 
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Hart  House:  peace 
or  no  piece 

Winter  season  heats  up  with  ancient  anti-war  production 


Kate  Hodgert  debuts  in  title  role  of  Aristophanes'  LysistrataaX  Hart  House  Theatre  this  Wednesday. 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


Just  as  the  unseasonable  weather  finally  cools 
down  to  sub-zero  levels,  theatre  on  campus  is 
heating  up  with  Hart  House  Theatre's  production 
of  Lysistrata,  premiering  Wednesday  night. 

Written  by  Greek  playwright  Aristophanes 
some  2,448  years  ago,  Lysistrata  couldn't  be  more 
relevant  today.  With  more  people  supporting  the 
revival  of  obscure  Coke-brand  Surge  soda  than 
President  Bush's  troop  surge  in  Baghdad,  Lysistra- 
ta's  comical,  pro-peace  message  is  sure  to  reso- 
nate with  Hart  House  audiences. 

But  while  U.S.  lawmakers  struggle  to  produce 
a  viable  plan  to  bring  the  troops  home  from  Iraq, 
none  are  likely  to  go  to  the  extremes  that  the  wom- 
en of  Athens  do  in  Lysistrata. 

With  young  women  desperate  for  the  return  of 
their  would-be  suitors,  shipped  off  to  fight  Sparta 
in  the  Peloponnesian  War,  a  group  of  women  led 
by  the  eponymous  Lysistrata  occupy  their  local 
public  funds  office  and  refuse  to  have  sex  with 
their  powerful  husbands  until  policy  is  changed 
and  peace  is  secured. 

While  these  tactics  may  seem  comedic  and 
purely  theatrical,  they  were  actually  put  to  use 
in  real-life  back  in  September  when  a  group  of 
Columbian  women  from  the  town  of  Pereira  be- 
came fed  up  with  their  partners'  involvement  in 
deadly  gang  warfare  and  drug  trafficking.  The  la- 
dies staged  what  they  dubbed  "La  huelga  de  las 
piernas  cruzadas"  ("The  strike  of  crossed  legs") 
and  refused  to  engage  in  any  sexual  activity  until 
their  significant  others  renounced  lives  of  crime. 
The  strike  got  international  media  attention  and 
reportedly  had  several  gang  members  turning  to 
peace  to  get  their  piece. 

So  with  Aristophanes'  sexless  scheme  appar- 
ently still  viable  in  the  21st  century,  director  by 
Taborah  ("Tabby")  Johnson  promises  her  Hart 
House  production,  with  Kate  Hodgert  in  the  title 
role,  will  assume  a  modern  approach  to  the  an- 
cient play,  blending  elements  of  song,  dance  and 
video  into  the  performance. 

A  stage  veteran,  Johnson  has  been  performing 
since  the  age  of  16,  when  she  landed  a  role  in  the 
Toronto  premiere  of  the  classic  protest  musical 
Hair.  From  1979  to  1982  she  sang  backups  for  Rick 
James,  lending  her  voice  to  his  most  famous  single 
"Super  Freak"  (insert  Dave  Chappelle  reference 
herc.actually,  Variety  reported  in  December  that 
Hollywood  screenwriter  Sheldon  Turner  is  writ- 
ing a  Rick  James  biopic  with  Chappelle  possibly 
reprising  his  most  famous  impersonation,  bitch). 
She  currently  hosts  a  weekly  radio  talk  show  on 
CFRB.  Lysistrata  runs  at  Hart  House  until  January 
27. 

After  the  Athenians  retreat.  Hart  House  will  be 
occupied  by  the  UC  Follies'  production  of  Nine,  a 
musical  based  on  Italian  director  Fedrico  Fellini's 


autobiographical  film  8 1/2.  Written  by  Arthur  Ko- 
pit,  with  music  and  lyrics  by  Maury  Yeston,  the 
plot  centres  around  Guido  Contini,  a  once-suc- 
cessful film  director  suffering  from  a  mid-life  crisis 
and  a  bad  case  of  writer's  block.  To  make  matters 
worse,  his  ex-mistresses  and  business  associates 
have  followed  him  to  the  secluded  Spa  at  Fontane 
di  Luna  where  he  is  holed  up  in  a  last-ditch  attempt 
to  save  his  troubled  career  and  marriage. 

Directed  and  choreographed  by  Stephen  Low, 
Nine  stars  David  Pereira  as  Guido  (a  role  previous- 
ly played  by  both  Antonio  Banderas  and  the  late 
Raul  Julia  on  Broadway)  and  Jenna  Simond  as  his 
exasperated  wife  Luisa.  Nine  opens  at  Hart  House 
on  February  8  and  runs  until  February  17. 
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Men's  Soccer  gets  new  coach  in  Capotosto 


Former  manager  Carmine  Issaco  leaves  for  Toronto  F.C. 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


Former  U  of  T  Men's  Soccer  coach 
Carmine  Issaco  has  resigned  to  be- 
come an  assistant  coach  at  Toronto 
F.C.  Anthony  Capotosto  was  named 
the  team  manager's  in  his  stead. 
Varsity  Blues  director  of  athletics 
Liz  Hoffman  said  in  a  press  release 
Friday  that  the  Blues  were  thrilled  to 
have  Capotosto  take  the  position. 
"We  feel  it  will  be  a  smooth  transi- 
tion for  him  and  are  confident  in  his 
abilities  to  lead  the  team  while  main- 
taining our  established  standards  of 


excellence,"  she  said. 

A  four-time  Blues  team  captain 
and  two-time  all-Canadian  during 
his  playing  days,  Capotosto  was  an 
assistant  to  Issaco  for  the  past  two 
seasons  before  accepting  his  new 
role. 

Before  taking  the  position  on  the 
Major  League  Soccer  team,  Issaco 
coached  two  years  with  the  Blues, 
leading  them  to  a  15-4-5  regular  sea- 
son record,  as  well  as  a  CIS  silver 
medal  in  2005  and  two  OUA  silver 
medals  in  2005  and  2006. 

While  Issaco  leaves  a  program 
with   strong   success,  Capotosto 


should  make  an  easy  transition  to 
the  top  position,  thanks  to  his  ex- 
tensive knowledge  of  the  team.  An 
all-star  in  each  of  his  five  seasons 
with  the  Blues,  Capotosto  took  the 
OUA  East  MVP  awards  in  2000  and 
2001,  and  captained  the  last  Blues 
team  to  with  the  league  title  in 
2002. 

He  still  holds  two  team  records  for 
most  goals  by  a  defender  in  a  game 
(3),  and  in  a  season  (7).  A  graduate 
of  U  of  T's  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Sci- 
ence in  2002  with  an  Honours  B.A., 
Capotosto  earned  his  B.Ed,  at  OISE 
in  2003. 


New  manager  Anthony  Capotosto  (left)  will  take  the  place  of  former  Men's  Soccer  coach 
Carmine  Issaco  this  season.  Capotosto  was  the  assistant  coach  for  two  years  under  Is- 
saco, and  was  a  five-time  OUA  all-star  defenseman  with  the  Blues. 


Men's  Hockey  doubles  down  on  Ryerson 


Brian  O'Neill 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Extending  their  winning  streak 
to  three.  Men's  Hockey  (14-6-0-0) 
showed  why  they  are  atop  the  OUA 
Mid  East  Division  with  a  6-1  victory 
over  the  Ryerson  Rams  (1-18-1-0)  Sat- 
urday. The  Blues  pummeled  the  Ryer- 
son net  with  38  shots,  keeping  up  the 
trend  this  season,  as  the  Blues  have 
outscored  Ryerson  23-5  for  the  year. 

U  of  T  hosts  RMC  (6-12-2-0)  this 
Friday,  before  Queen's  (4-10-5-1) 
visits  Saturday  night  at  the  Athletic 
Centre. 

The  Blues  opened  the  scoring 
against  the  Rams  at  the  10:39  mark 
with  a  great  individual  effort  by  Blues 
leading  scorer  Anthony  Pallotta,  who 
capped  an  effective  breakout  started 
hy  captain  Simon  Barg  and  Brendan 
Sherrard.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
first,  the  Blues  succeeded  in  chipping 
away  at  the  Ryerson  defense  and  pot- 
ted another  goal  on  a  tap  on  the  right 
side  by  Chris  Gray . 

The  only  falter  by  the  Blues  came 
immediately  after  their  second  goal, 
as  Ryerson  countered  with  a  quick 
one-timer  score,  cutting  U  of  T's 
lead  to  one  at  the  end  of  the  first. 

"We  were  looking  for  the  same 
results  from  Thursday,  but  tonight 
was  totally  different,"  Blues'  defen- 
seman Andre  Robichaud  said.  "We 
started  last  game  up  6-0  in  the  first. 


Left  winger  Simon  Barg  clears  the  puck  for  the  Blues,  who  posted  a  6-1  victory  over  Ryerson  here  Saturday.  Barg  has  a  team-leading 
13  goals  this  season  for  U  of  T,  who  currently  are  atop  the  OUA  Mid  East  division. 


Tonight  we  only  had  a  2-1  lead  and 
needed  to  step  up." 

The  Blues  got  their  act  together 
and  responded  with  four  unan- 
swered goals  in  the  second  and 
third  periods,  outplaying  a  frustrat- 
ed Ryerson  squad. 


"We  had  a  slow  start  in  the  first 
and  the  second.  Coach  Lowe  got 
us  motivated,  and  the  leaders  were 
tough  and  did  not  take  this  game  for 
granted,"  goalie  Ryan  Grinnell  said. 
Grinnell  stopped  25  of  26  Ryerson 
shots,  improving  on  his  CIS-best 


2.15  goals-against  average  before 
Saturday's  game. 

The  win  came  after  the  Blues 
posted  a  huge  9-2  victory  over  Ryer- 
son on  Thursday.  The  Rams  came  in 
to  Varsity  Arena  with  an  aggressive, 
physical  game  that  led  to  many  un- 


disciplined penalties,  which  eventu- 
ally cost  Ryerson  in  the  long  run. 

Unlike  Ryerson,  the  Blues  showed 
superb  discipline,  taking  only  eight 
penalties.  The  Blues  matched  Ryer- 
son's  physicality  smartly  and  avoid- 
ed any  unnecessary  penalties  that 
would  have  let  Ryerson  back  into 
the  game.  When  the  Blues  did  get 
into  penalty  trouble,  they  kept  their 
cool,  with  calm  puck-clearances 
and  strong  pressure  on  the  Ryerson 
attackers. 

"The  four  guys  in  front  of  me  did 
a  good  job  of  letting  me  make  the 
easy  saves  on  the  penalty  kill,"  Grin- 
nell said.  "If  I  can  see  it,  I  can  stop  it. 
There  was  also  the  question  of  frus- 
tration, and  it's  true  they  took  some 
difficult  penalties." 

Blues'  defenseman  Andre  Ro- 
bichaud agreed.  "They  played  well, 
though.  We  thought  they  weren't 
going  to  show  up  but  they  gave  us 
a  good  go." 

The  one  down  note  for  the  Blues 
was  the  continued  sub-par  showing 
of  the  power  play,  as  U  of  T  wasted 
three  five-on-three  opportunities. 
The  Blues  struggled  most  of  the 
night  setting  up  their  advantage, 
and  did  not  pose  too  much  of  a 
threat  with  errant  passes  and  a  lack 
of  shots.  Though  the  Blues  did  con- 
vert four  of  ten  power  play  opportu- 
nities, two  of  those  goals  came  dur- 
ing a  five-minute  major. 


Blues  streak: 
women  win  last  five 

Host  top  rival  York  (11-2)  next  week  in  a  potential  post-season  preview 


Ernst  Lueger 


U  of  T  guard  Kyla  Burwash  keeps  her  eyes  on  the  ball  during  the  Blues  73-59  victory 
over  Queen's  here  on  Saturday. 


With  the  regular  season  head- 
ing into  its  final  weeks  and  a  key 
stretch  of  games  coming  up,  Wom- 
en's Basketball  (8-5)  is  heating  up 
at  just  the  right  time.  Following 
two  impressive  displays  against 
visiting  RMC  (0-13)  and  Queen's 
(8-5)  this  weekend,  U  of  T  has 


made  it  five  wins  in  a  row. 

The  Blues  now  sit  in  second 
place  in  the  OUA  East  Division 
and  face  a  stretch  of  games  that 
will  test  the  muster  of  the  team. 
Laurentian  (7-6)  visits  this  Friday 
coming  off  of  consecutive  vic- 
tories over  Ottawa  and  Carlton. 
The  following  night  the  Blues  host 
rivals  York  (11-2),  who  arew  cur- 


rently atop  the  division,  before 
traveling  the  following  week  to 
Kingston  for  a  re-match  with  the 
Golden  Gaels. 

While  these  next  few  games  will 
set  the  tone  for  the  post-season, 
if  this  weekend  is  any  indication, 
the  Blues  are  more  than  up  for 
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the  challenge.  Using  a  balanced 
scoring  attack  featuring  six  play- 
ers with  eight  or  more  points,  the 
Blues  defeated  RMC  75-37  Friday. 
U  of  T  jumped  all  over  the  visiting 
Paladins  in  the  first  half,  building 
a  33-point  lead  before  cruising  on 
from  there  for  a  decisive  victory. 

The  win  over  RMC  served  as  the 
prelude  to  the  marquee  match-up 
of  the  weekend.  Queen's  Golden 
Gaels  came  into  Saturday  one 
game  better  than  the  Blues.  To- 
ronto came  out  strong  in  the  first 
half,  using  their  high-pressure  de- 
fense to  force  Queen's  into  turn- 
ing the  ball  over  and  taking  bad 
shots.  Guard  Jessica  Hiew  and 
forward  Leila  Bellony  seemed  to 
particularly  frustrate  the  Golden 
Gaels. 

On  offense,  the  Blues  were  able 
to  turn  the  Golden  Gaels'  miscues 
into  quick  transition  baskets. 
When  the  game  did  slow  down, 
Toronto  was  effective  in  getting 
the  ball  into  the  hands  of  Bellony, 
who  notched  12  points  and  five 
rebounds,  and  forward  Christine 
Cho,  who  finished  the  game  as 
the  Blues'  leading  scorer  with  18 
points  while  pulling  down  seven 
rebounds.  The  hard  work  on  de- 
fense and  execution  on  offense 
translated  into  an  11  point  lead  for 
the  Blues  at  the  break. 

Queen's  turned  up  the  pressure 
at  the  start  of  the  second  half, 
an  it  was  clear  the  Golden  Gaels 
were  not  going  down  without  a 
fight.  Thanks  to  excellent  outside 


shooting  from  Sarah  Barnes  and 
Jessica  Sellinger  and  strong  inte- 
rior defence,  the  visiting  squad 
pulled  within  six  by  the  end  of  the 
third  quarter. 

But  the  final  period  belonged 
to  the  Blues,  thanks  in  particular 
to  Alaine  Hutton.  The  guard  from 
Hamilton  ended  the  Golden  Gaels' 
hopes  of  a  comeback  with  two  key 
steals  and  some  timely  scoring  in 
the  fourth  quarter,  sealing  Toron- 
to's 73-59  win. 


A/iOST 


See  Why 

Page  3  or 
www.harthouse.ca 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 
now  1  want  to 


stand  up 
for  the  public" 


Meet  Andrew. 

To  build  on  his  education  and  get  the  si<ill  set  employers 
were  looking  for,  Andrew  earned  his  Postgraduate  Certificate 
in  Public  Administration  from  Humber  in  only  3  semesters. 
He  now  works  for  the  Ministry  of  Community  and 
Social  Services.  We  think  he's  found  the  meaningful 
career  he  always  wanted. 

Public  Administration,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


HUMBER 

The  Business  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want  to 

break  some  ^ 
boundaries" 


Meet  Sanjay. 

To  get  the  practical  knowledge  and  real  world  experience 
to  help  him  go  global,  Sanjay  earned  his  Postgraduate 
Certificate  from  Humber  in  International  Marketing  in  only 
2  semesters.  He  now  works  as  Director  of  Marketing  for  a 
major  Multinational  Food  Services  Management  company 
We  think  he's  going  places. 
International  Marketing,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


VARSITY  BLUES 
THIS  WEEK 


BASKETBALL  -  Athletic  Centre 
Friday,  January  1 8  vs.  Laurentian 

Women  -  6  p.m.  /  Men  -  8  p.m. 

Saturday,  January  20  VS. York 

Women  -  6  p.m.  /  Men  -  8  p.m. 

ICE  HOCKEY  -  Varsity  Arena 
Friday,  January  19  -  7:30  p.m. 

Men  vs.  RMC 

Saturday,  January  20  -  7:30  p.m. 

Men  vs.  Queen's 

VOLLEYBALL  -  Athletic  Centre 
Saturday,  January  20 

Men  vs  Waterloo  -  1 1 :30  a.m. 

Sunday,  January  21 

Men  vs.  Laurier  I  p.m. 
Women  vs.Western  3  p.m. 

Ail  U  ofT  students  FREE  for  regular  season. 

BOX  OFFICE 


CLASSIFIEDS 

ANIMATED  CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS 
NEEDED 

To  present  fun  &  hands-on  activities  in 
elementary  schools.  Car  and  exp.  with 
kids  req'd.  Cool  activities.  Gain  valu- 
able teaching  experience.  Pay:  $22.50/1 
hour  class,  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5282  Ext  31  or  email: 
employment@madscience.on.ca 

SUMMER  CAMP  NORTH 
OF  MONTREAL: 

Hiring  instructors  for  in-line  skate  park, 
high  ropes/climbing,  waterski,  wind- 
surf,  sailing,  canoeing,  kayaking,  swim, 
tennis,  basketball,  soccer,  gymnastics, 
archery,  football,  baseball,  pottery,  arts 
&  crafts,  beads/jewelry,  jazz  dance, 
electric  guitar,  drama  director,  female 
jr  section  head,  and  nursing  students  to 
assist  camp  doctor  www.mishmar.com, 
camp@mishmar.com 


READING  WEEK  IN  LONDON 

Make  this  the  best  break  ever!  549pp,  all 
accommodation,  breakfast  daily,  various 
sightseeing  tour/tickets,  free  drinks  night 
with  prizes,  free  London  guide  and  lots 
more.  Dates  available  for  17-24  February. 
Ring  1 800  340  9064;  sales@capital-toursltd. 
com;  www.capital-toursltd.com. 


THE  TORONTO  ART  THERAPY  INSTITUTE 

Announces  new  options  for  streamlined 
training  in  art  therapy  Visit  www.tati.on.ca 
or  call  416-924-6221. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

ON  CAMPUS  NOTARY  SERVICES: 

Certify  degree  certificates,  transcripts, 
diplomas;  sworn  affidavits,  etc.  229  Col- 
lege Street,  Unit  502.  Special  discount 
for  U  of  T  students.  416-850-4692  ' 


GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138, 139, 247,  PHYS  110.  PASTTESTS  AND 
EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)-785-8898. 


Advertise  \r\theVdrsity 

ads@thevarsity.ca 

416-946-7604 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  COPY 
EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and 
dissertations,  from  style  to  format. 
APA,  MLA  and  McGill  styles  are  speci- 
alities. Mary  Anne  Carswell,  MA,  MEd, 
mcarswell@sympatico.ca  .416-303-3106. 


BE  THE 

F 
U 


ON  CAMPUS 
See  Haw 

Page  2  or 
www.harthouse.ca 


(Q'  HUMBER 

Tliu  Buuiiiuss  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 
the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 
DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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The  Varsity 


HealthForceOntario 

HealthForceOntario.ca 


Vith  HealthForceOntario.ca,  ifs  never  been  easier 
for  nurses  to  find  the  right  job  in  Ontario, 

Ontario.ca  is  designed  to  help  you  get  the  the  evolving  roles  for  today's  nurses  -  everything  you 
your  career.  Here  you'll  find  job  listings,  need  to  continue  being  a  key  member  of  the  team 
'•>  for  continuing  education,  information  on        strengthening  health  care  in  Ontario. 
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There  goes  the  neighbourhood? 


TENANTS  WORRY  U  OF  T  WILL  AXE  SUSSEX 
ENCLAVE  TO  MAKE  ROOM  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 


Andre  Bovee-Begun 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Residents  of  the  Huron-Sussex 
area,  the  U  of  T-owned  cluster  of 
houses  on  the  northwest  corner  of 
St.  George  campus,  are  afraid  the 
university  will  soon  sell  their  neigh- 
bourhood out  from  under  their 
feet. 

Governing  Council's  business 
board  voted  on  Monday  to  adopt 
a  general  strategy  to  "leverage  the 
value"  of  the  huge  amount  of  land  it 
owns.  U  of  T,  one  of  the  largest  land- 
owners in  the  GTA,  has  had  no  cen- 
tral real  estate  strategy  since  1995. 

Huron-Sussex  residents  worry  the 
new  plan  will  mean  a  radical  change 
in  their  housing  situation.  The  two- 
block  area,  bought  by  U  of  T  in  the 
1960s  but  left  fairly  unchanged — ex- 
cept for  a  block  of  houses  razed  in 
1968  to  make  way  for  Robarts — has 
about  100  Victorian-era  houses, 
home  to  many  long-term  tenants 
and  student  renters. 

As  reported  in  The  Varsity  and 
the  Toronto  Star  in  September,  U  of 
T  tried  to  have  the  Ontario  Munici- 
pal Board,  which  handles  land-use 
disputes,  exempt  it  from  rent-con- 
trol policies.  When  this  sparked 
public  alarm  that  tenants  might  be 
evicted,  the  university  abandoned 
the  attempt. 

"It  just  wasn't  worth  the  hassle," 
recalled  Catherine  Riggall,  U  of  T's 
Vice-President  of  Business  Affairs. 
Though  the  university  rushed  to  al- 
lay eviction  fears,  Riggall  and  other 
backers  of  the  new  direction  in  real 
estate  stress  that  the  university 
does  not  want  to  be  a  landlord. 

The  new  plan  calls  for  the  re- 
cruitment of  a  board  of  real-estate 
executives  authorized  to  buy  and 
sell  land  for  U  of  T.  They  would  take 
over  the  management  functions  of 
the  existing  real-estate  ancillary. 
Riggall  described  the  difference  be- 
tween the  old  ancillary  and  the  new 
body  of  expert  advisors. 

"The  old  ancillary  was. .  .expected 
to  deal  with  any  real  estate-related 
thing  that  came  by."  The  ancillary, 
burdened  with  too  many  respon- 
sibilities and  currently  without  a 


director,  has  not  been  getting  the 
best  value  from  U  of  T's  land,  which 
the  new  board  will  specialize  in. 
"Dealing  with  tenants,  collecting 
rents  and  getting  repairs  done  is 
quite  a  different  skillset  from  buy- 
ing and  selling  land  and  buildings, 
construction  refinancing  and  all  the 
things  that  go  with  it,"  Riggall  ex- 
plained. "That's  where  we  need  the 
expertise." 

The  university  is  planning  to  build 
in  the  upper  half  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, a  large  area  between  Bloor 
West  and  Washington  Avenue,  la- 
beled "Site  1."  Planning  documents 
suggest  a  joint  development  be- 
tween the  university  and  UTS,  the  U 
of  T-affiliated  private  school. 

City  Councillor  Adam  Vaughan, 
whose  Trinity-Spadina  ward  in- 
cludes Huron-Sussex,  has  a  moder- 
ate stance  on  the  new  plan. 

"We  need  a  healthy  U  of  T,"  he 
acknowledged.  "It'll  need  to  grow, 
and  we'll  need  to  accommodate  the 
growth  reasonably." 

What  concerned  Councillor 
Vaughan  was  whether  U  of  T  would 
respect  the  neighbourhood's  histor- 
ic buildings  when  it  launches  plan- 
ning for  Site  1. 

"They  can't  look  at  houses  on 
Washington  [St.]  as  any  other  land. 
It's  important  to  respect  the  built- 
form  heritage  of  the  neighborhood." 
He  warned  that  if  U  of  T  changes 
its  land-management  practices,  it 
shouldn't  expect  the  city  to  turn  a 
blind  eye. 

Riggall  dismissed  the  idea  that 
U  of  T's  relations  with  City  Council 
would  sour,  but  noted  that  U  of  T  is 
seeking  changes  to  city  policy  on  its 
land  use.  "We  still  have  to  deal  with 
the  city  in  terms  of  the  revisions  to 
the  master  [real-estate]  plan,  which 
we've  been  discussing  for  some 
time  now,  and  that  process  will  con- 
tinue," she  said. 

Calling  the  present  a  "magic  mo- 
ment" for  campus  renewal,  U  of  T 
President  David  Naylor  told.  Gov- 
erning Council's  business  board  on 
Monday  that  the  university  needs 
to  consider  renting  out  land  for 
revenue  and  taking  it  back  later  for 
campus  development. 
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Toronto's  Official  Plan  of  2004  names  Huron-Sussex  an  "area  of  special  identity." 
All  but  11  of  the  hundred-odd  homes  there  are  owned  by  the  university. 


//LEAFY  LABOURS  OF  LOVE 


Mary  Agoston  is  one  of  the  few  who  know  about  Scarborough  campus's  hidden  botanical  gem,  its  greenhouse.  She's  cared  for  it 
for  five  years,  despite  once  being  grievously  poisoned  by  a  cactus. 

UTSC's  secret  garden 


Kevin  Kwok  Wong 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Even  little  Mary  Lennox  would  have 
a  hard  time  finding  this  place. 

Frances  Hodgson  Burnett's  char- 
acter, from  the  novel  about  a  magi- 
cal secret  garden,  would  have  had 
to  travel  seven  floors  above  UTSC, 
through  dim  stairways,  and  sickly 
blue  corridors,  to  even  glimpse  a 
hint. 

The  key  to  finding  this  elusive 


garden  is  good  eyesight — little  else 
would  help  you  locate  its  only  en- 
trance. The  word  "greenhouse," 
tacked  to  a  door  hidden  around  a 
dark  corner  that  looks  like  it  hides  a 
utility  closet,  is  your  only  clue. 

Stepping  through  this  door — eas- 
ier than  you  would  expect — gives 
you  access  to  room  S-702A,  one  of 
UTSC's  best  kept  secrets. 

Unlike  the  unkempt  and  dying 
plants  in  Burnett's  fairy-tale  garden, 
the  three  sections  of  the  L-shaped, 


sunlit  greenhouse  on  the  roof  of  the 
Scarborough  Campus'  S-Wing  are 
home  to  a  jungle  of  brilliant  colours 
and  wildly  contorting  plants. 

"I  love  the  cycads  and  the  cacti," 
said  Mary  Agoston,  a  middle-aged 
woman  who  stands  at  the  entrance 
of  the  main  greenhouse,  clasping 
her  hands  together  in  front  of  a  cac- 
tus with  long  white  spikes.  "Even 
though  I  wound  up  in  emergency 
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//ROCKY  RELATIONSHIPS? 

Proportion  of  students  saying 
they  are  happy,  content,  or 
unhappy  about  the  quality  of 
their  relationships  with: 
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other  students 

Faculty 

Administrators 
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The  National  Survey  of  Student  Engagement 
2006  told  us  so  much  about  us  and  our  universi- 
ty that  we  already  knew.  Developed  in  1999,  the 
NSSE  survey  is  used  by  university  administra- 
tors across  North  America  to  gauge  how  they're 
doing.  Last  year,  1,843  U  of  T  students  from  first 
and  fourth  year  took  the  survey.  Here's  what 
their  answers  tell  us  about  U  of  T  students, 
compared  to  our  colleagues  at  14  other  Ontario 
universities. 


We: 

•  Are  more  apathetic:  We  spend  less  time  on  extra- 
curriculars,  on  average,  and  we're  less  physically 
active:  44  per  cent  of  frosh  say  they  do  physical 
activities  often  or  very  often,  compared  to  55  per 
cent  of  non-U  of  T  students. 

•  Worry  more  about  marks:  Concerns  over  academ- 
ic performance  topped  the  "worries  chart"  for 
first-  and  fourth-year  students.  Students  else- 
where worry  most  about  financial  pressures  or 


and  working  to  pay  tuition. 

•  Study  more:  We're  more  likely  than  students 
elsewhere  to  say  that  we  spend  more  than  ten 
hours  a  week  studying  and  preparing  for  class. 
We  also  brag  more  that  our  institution  empha- 
sizes studying  and  academic  work. 

•  Get  worse  marks:  52  per  cent  of  frosh  here  get 
marks  that  average  to  less  than  B,  compared  to 
35  per  cent  of  frosh  elsewhere.  Even  in  fourth 
year,  while  69  per  cent  of  us  get  higher  marks 


than  B,  so  do  81  per  cent  of  seniors  elsewhere. 

•  Think  that  smaller  classes  and  more  contact 
with  profs  outside  class  would  be  the  best  way 
to  improve  U  of  T. 

•  Rate  the  "quality  of  relationships"  with  adminis- 
trators worse  than  those  with  other  students  or 
with  profs  (see  chart  above). 

•  Are  more  likely  to  "have  serious  conversations 
with  students  of  a  different  race  or  ethnicity." 
Take  that.  Queen's  University!  -MIKE  GHENU 


HART  HOUSE  ©tf^ 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  (Q\ 

416.978.2452  www.harthouse  ca  v-A/riij 


submission  dates  (see  entry  form  for  details): 
blflUifolifW  11(0) 


011® 


open  to  all  UofT  students  and 
Hart  House  members 
all  media  accepted 


exhibition  dates:  March  1  -  20, 2007,  Justina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery,  Hart  House 
the  jury:  Daniel  Faria  {Director,  Monte  Clark  Gallery) 

Emelie  Chhangur  (Assistant  Curator,  Art  Gallery  of  York  University) 

Zin  Taylor  (Toronto  Artist) 


Mw  arfhitrrture  of  tdeat.  pMptp  and  plflc^i 


Works  submitted  will  also  Iw  considereil  for  future  Arbor  Room  e.xhibiliom 
Entry  forms  and  rules  available  at  WH>H'.utonmto.ca/gallery 
Hart  House  near  the  Porters  Desk; 
Fine  an  departments  at  UofT, 
UTM/Sheridan  College, 
and  UTSC: 

For  more  information  call:  416.978.8398 


West  Eiitiance, 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


•  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

•  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

•  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

•  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

» Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

•  Teacher  Placement  Service 

a  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 
«  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

J  Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-924-3240/1-800-779.1779 
www.oxforclseminars.com 


Write  for  News! 

TORONTO  — Hard-hit- 
ting campus  publication  The 
Varsity  \%  looking  for  new 
and  experienced  writers  to 
complement  its  existing  staff. 
Come  out  and  learn  more 
about  our  publication,  and 
how  to  get  involved. 

WHEN:TuesdayJan.23,at 
6  p.m.  &  Thursday,  Jan.  25, 
at  5  p.m. 

WHERE:  second  floor  of 
Sussex  Club  House,  21  Sussex 
Ave.,  behind  Robarts  Library 


Train  to  be  a  Teacher 

in  IHistoric 
Edinburgh,  Scotland 

www.teach.ca 


1-year  Professional  Graduate  Diploma 
in  Education  (Primary  or  Secondary) 


Presentations  and  interviews  by  University  of  Edinburgh  staff 
on  Saturday  January  27  and  Sunday  January  28  2007  at  12  noon  in  The  Toronto 
Marriott  Downtown  Eaton  Centre  Hotel  525  Bay  Street,  Downtown,  Toronto. 

For  further  application  and  interview  arrangements  contact 
TEACH  EDUCATIONAL  CONSULTANTS,  1030  Upper  James  St,  Suite  301 , 
Hamilton,  Ontario  L9C  6X6  Tel  905  388  8972  TOLL  FREE  1-800-884-9325 

Email:  info@teach.ca 


THE  UNIVERSITY  o/  EDINBURGH 

Promoting  Excellence  in  Teaching  and  Research 
www.  education .  cd  .ac.uk/  pgdc 


Employ 
Your 

Imagination 


ession 


Monday,  January  22,  2007 

12:30  PM  to  2:00  PM  | 

(Lunch  provided)  ^ 

The  Bahen  Centre 

for  Information  Technology 

40  St.  George  Street 
Room  BA  2155 


WANTED: 

New  grads  eager 

for  a  challenge! 

FC«TUNE' 

100  BEST 

COMPANIES 

TOJ^RK^FOR 


Case  Study  ^  

JPL  used  NILabVIEVr  for 
the  Mars  Exploration  Rover 
Mission,  from  lander  mocknips 
to  simulatincj  propulsion 
thermal  systems. 


'  Provide  software  tools  for  the  EDA 
(eluclrorilcs  (fosign  automation)  market 

'  Positions  available  in  Core  Product  Oeveiopmsntand 
Quality  Assurance  &  Release  Services 

Require  bachelors  degree  In  Electrical  Engineering, 
Computer  Engineering,  Computer  Science,  or 
Engineering  Science 
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TA  talks  hit  snag 


Ben  Spurr 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Contract  negotiations  have  broken 
down  between  U  of  T  and  CUPE  Lo- 
cal 3902,  the  union  representing 
6,000  academic  employees  known  as 
sessionals. 

The  employees  are  non-students 
serving  as  professors  and  TAs  at  U  of 
T,  and  have  been  without  a  contract 
since  last  August.  Both  sides  have 
now  begun  a  conciliation  process. 

"These  people  do  a  lot  of  the  teach- 
ing, but  a  lot  of  students  don't  realize 
that  they're  not  full  time,"  said  Chan- 
tal  Sundaram,  CUPE  spokesperson. 
"Year  by  year  you  get  a  contract, 
every  year  you've  got  to  re-apply  for 
jobs."  Sundaram  said  this  leaves  ses- 
sionals in  a  vulnerable  labour  posi- 


tion. 

The  union  is  seeking  greater  ben- 
efits and  higher  wages  for  its  mem- 
bers. Sundaram  said  that  U  of  T  pays 
its  sessionals  $5,750  per  half-course, 
while  York  pays  $6,700. 

The  conciliation  process  will  be 
presided  over  by  a  Ministry  of  La- 
bour appointee  and  four  separate 
talks  have  been  scheduled  between 
now  and  the  first  week  of  February. 
Should  conciliation  fail,  the  union 
would  have  to  wait  two  weeks  to  be  in 
a  legal  strike  position.  CUPE  is  hold- 
ing a  meeting  next  week  to  ask  its 
membership  for  permission  to  call  a 
strike  vote,  should  the  need  arise. 

Last  year,  CUPE  successfully  nego- 
tiated a  new  contract  for  full-time  TAs 
at  U  of  T.  TAs  last  went  on  strike  at 
the  university  since  late  2000. 


UTSC's  greenhouse  is  hidden  in  what  looks  like  a  broom  closet. 


GARDEN' 

CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

because  of  one  of  them." 

After  getting  blood  poison- 
ing from  a  near-invisible  cac- 
tus spike,  the  greenhouse's 
lone  attendant — ^who  came 
to  this  position  after  years 
working  as  a  legal  editor — 
has  almost  fully  recovered. 

"Now  I  use  pliers  on 
those. .  .notice  how  I  let  them 
overgrow  like  that.  I  like  the 
succulence  of  the  cacti,  and, 
experience  not  withstand- 
ing, I  still  do." 

For  the  last  five  years, 
Agoston  has  worked  here 
three  days  a  week,  with  tasks 
ranging  from  sweeping  up 
dead  leaves  and  digging  up 
and  repotting  plants,  to  car- 
ing for  a  few  plants  used  in 
undergraduate  experiments. 

"You've  got  to  be  self-mo- 
tivated, really  and  truly  you 
do,"  she  says. 

Her  greatest  accomplish- 
ment is  bringing  the  green- 
house out  of  the  dreadful 
state  she  found  it  in,  and 
bringing  it  to  its  current  pho- 
togenic state  without  the  use 
of  pesticides. 

"For  a  greenhouse  this 
size,  for  the  stuff  that  we're 
doing,  if  you  pay  attention 


and  you  do  the  grunt  work, 
there's  no  need  for  them,  ab- 
solutely no  need,"  Agoston 
said. 

Hard  work  and  (again)  a 
good  eye  also  seem  to  be  the 
secret  to  maintaining  this 
greenhouse. 

Spying  a  group  of  green 
aphids  a  few  metres  away, 
Agoston  quickly  showers  the 
tiny  bugs  with  fizzy  water 
from  a  bottle  of  insecticide 
nearby — a  safer  alternative 
to  pesticides,  she  beams. 

"She  does  great  work,"  said 
a  UTSC  carpenter  visiting 
the  greenhouse  the  check  on 
a  piece  of  incessantly  bang- 
ing sheet  metal. 

"Lots  of  people  don't  know 
it's  here.  We  could  probably 
be  using  it  more  for  other 
courses,  if  people  were  aware 
of  it,"  said  Agoston,  reflecting 
on  the  greenhouse's  absence 
from  the  minds  of  virtually 
every  UTSC  student. 

Why  the  brilliance  of  the 
vast  collection  of  plants  in 
the  greenhouse  doesn't  re- 
flect what  can  be  found — or 
not — around  the  suburban 
campus  is  not  a  question 
Agoston  is  prepared  to  an- 
swer. 

But  it  is  one  that  might  de- 
serve some  digging. 


Case:  In 

Taste  the  food,  participate  in  the  competition, 

jnd  win^fl^ 


Date:  Thursday,  January  25th,  2007 
Time:  3:00  pm  -  6:00  pm 
Location:  21  Sussex  Ave. 

Sussex  Club  House 
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The  Varsity 


Looking  for  a 
career  that  gives 
you  choices? 


Whatever  your  career  goals,  you'll  find  a  path  that 
helps  you  reach  them  at  Ernst  &  Young.  We've 
created  a  flexible  work  environment  that  provides 
options  for  managing  personal  and  professional 
growth  and  success.  So  visit  us  on  campus  or  at 
ey.com/us/careers. 
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100  BEST 

COMPANIES 


to 
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TO  WORK  FOR^ 


Audit  •  Tax  •  Transaction  Advisory  Services 

Ml  Ernst  &YOUNG 

©  2007  EnNST  &  YooNO  up 

Quality  In  Everything  We  Do 
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Make  the  vote  count 

The  race  is  over  for  first-past-the-post  electoral  system 


AN  Mian 


Why  should  I  vote  when  there  is  no  pos- 
sibility of  my  party's  candidate  being 
elected  in  my  constituency? 

This  question  and  others  like  it  point 
to  some  of  the  many  problems  with 
Ontario's  current  first-past-the-post 
electoral  system.  In  March  2006,  the 
provincial  government  established 
the  Citizens'  Assembly  on  Electoral 
Reform  to  study  and  even  propose  his- 
toric changes  to  the  system  by  which 
we  elect  our  MPPs — a  system  that  has 
serious  defects. 

The  major  problem  with  the  first- 
past-the-post  system  is  that  most  vot- 
ers usually  have  no  impact  on  electoral 
results,  since  in  this  system  the  can- 
didate with  the  most  votes  (but  not 
necessarily  a  majority  of  votes)  wins. 
Many  voters  end  up  wasting  their  vote, 
either  by  voting  for  a  losing  candidate 
or  by  voting  for  the  candidate  who  has 
already  attained  the  minimum  number 
of  votes  required  to  win  the  election. 

For  example,  in  the  2003  Ontario 
election,  64  per  cent  of  voters  in  the 
constituency  of  London-Fanshawe 
wasted  their  vote  by  voting  for  unsuc- 
cessful candidates,  while  57  per  cent  of 
voters  in  Thunder  Bay-Superior  North 


unknowingly  wasted  their  vote  by  sup- 
porting a  candidate  who  had  (statisti- 
cally) already  won.  In  the  final  count, 
a  staggering  85  per  cent  of  voters  in 
Thunder  Bay-Superior  North  had  no 
impact  on  electoral  results. 

A  second  negative  effect  of  first-past- 
the-post  is  that  some  voters  are  valued 
more  than  others  in  determining  the 
composition  of  the  legislature.  In  that 
same  provincial  election,  which  the 
Liberals  won  under  Dalton  McGuinty, 
Liberal  voters  were  overvalued  since 
several  Liberal  candidates  won  ridings 
without  garnering  a  majority  of  votes, 
while  all  other  voters  were  underval- 
ued. 

A  third  adverse  effect  of  first-past- 
the-post  is  that  it  causes  regionalism. 
Regionalism  refers  to  a  party's  caucus 
underrepresenting  or  overrepresent- 
ing  certain  regions  of  Ontario.  Notably, 
after  the  2003  election  the  Liberal  Party 
was  overrepresented  in  every  region  of 
Ontario,  while  all  other  parties  were 
underrepresented  in  nearly  every  re- 
gion. The  NDP  appears  to  have  support 
in  Northern  and  Central  Ontario  only, 
when  it  should  have  received  represen- 
tation from  Eastern  Ontario  based  on 
its  proportion  of  the  vote  in  that  region. 
The  Progressive  Conservative  Party 


appears  to  be  only  a  rural  party  when 
it  should  have  received  representation 
in  the  metropolitan  centres  of  Toronto, 
Ottawa  and  Hamilton,  again  based  on 
its  proportion  of  the  vote  in  these  cit- 
ies. 

Other  problems  that  first-past-the- 
post  causes  or  exacerbates  include  the 
lack  of  governmental  accountability 
during  legislative  sessions  and  the  pau- 
city of  diverse  ideas  in  the  legislature. 

These  serious  problems  with  our 
democracy  can  be  alleviated  through 
electoral  system  reform.  A  proportional 
electoral  system  in  Ontario  in  which  the 
candidates'  standing  more  accurately 
reflects  the  percentage  of  votes  cast 
for  each  contender  would  go  a  long  way 
towards  making  election  results  more 
fair  and  realistic.  Under  a  proportional 
system,  the  number  of  seats  allotted  to 
each  party  is  in  direct  proportion  to  the 
overall  number  of  votes  cast  for  each 
party.  Therefore,  with  proportional 
representation,  all  voters  can  have  an 
impact  on  electoral  results,  since  each 
vote  is  valued  equally. 

This  coming  October,  with  an  un- 
precedented referendum  on  Ontario's 
electoral  system  reform  in  the  making, 
voters  must  be  prepared  to  strengthen 
our  democracy. 


Snazzy  in  our  own  way 


Katie  Baneth  

Toronto:  a  cosmopolitan  North  Ameri- 
can city,  with  a  twist.  Skyscrapers,  yes. 
Starbucks  on  every  street,  yes.  Bub- 
bly, friendly  people,  yes.  Outstanding 
art  galleries — no.  Buzzing,  non-stop 
partying — sort  of. 

This  has  been  my  impression  of 
your  university  city  over  the  last  two 
months.  As  an  international  exchange 
student  from  London,  I  have  been 
overwhelmed  by  some  of  Toronto's  at- 
tractions. The  omnipresent  CN  Tower, 
with  its  beautiful  needle-topped  de- 
sign, is  an  exciting,  touristy  pleasure. 
The  Air  Canada  Centre,  packed  with 
Molson-drinkers  and  children  with 
blue  and  white  paint  smeared  across 
their  faces,  is  a  delight.  Not  to  mention 
your  number-one  coffee  shop,  Tim 
Horton's,  which  is  so  reasonable  in 
comparison  to  London  prices  that  it 
suits  a  student  like  me  to  a  T. 

As  I  shared  the  excitement  of  To- 
ronto with  my  family  and  friends  back 
home,  I  thought  about  what  made  it 
unique.  The  laid-back  atmosphere 
stands  out  as  something  London 
lacks.  People  here  chat  on  the  subway, 
and  there  seem  to  be  so  few  people 
walking  around  the  streets.  Where  are 


all  the  drunkards,  not  to  mention  the 
litter?  These  cultural  differences  help 
make  Toronto  a  great  environment  to 
live  and  study  in.  But  replace  soccer 
with  hockey,  fish  and  chips  with  hot 
dogs,  tomarto  with  tomaytoe,  Hennes 
with... oh  yes,  you  have  that  now  too, 
and  you  soon  realize  that  the  two  plac- 
es are  not  too  dissimilar. 

Last  term,  I  took  a  quick  and  easy 
one-hour  flight  over  the  border  to  the 
most  dyncunic  and  eccentric  Ameri- 
can city — the  Big  Apple.  There  are 
events  going  on  24/7  in  New  York,  and 
the  buzz  hits  you  as  soon  as  you  hear 
the  sound  of  taxi  horns  hooting  in 
Times  Square. 

Manhattan  offers  a  wide  range  of 
things  to  do,  from  galleries  such  as 
MOMA  and  the  Guggenheim  to  out- 
standing musical  productions  such  as 
Jersey  Boys.  The  number  of  high-end 
restaurants  makes  picking  where  to 
dine  overwhelming,  and  the  Empire 
State  Building  provides  a  view  like  no 
other.  The  scene  is  constantly  chang- 
ing in  up-and-coming  areas  like  the 
East  Village,  and  bars  quickly  rise 
and  fall.  Partying  in  the  meatpacking 
district  is  wild  and  wacky.  The  fash- 
ionable attire  and  the  eclectic  mix  of 
people  make  it  an  interesting  and  en- 


tertaining night  out. 

I  found  the  shopping  in  New  York 
slightly  disappointing,  however.  The 
designers  are  the  same  as  in  Toronto 
and  London,  and  prices  are  typically 
high.  For  me,  it's  Central  Park  that 
sets  New  York  above  all  other  cities. 
This  open,  expansive  area  of  green- 
ery is  perfect  for  long  walks  and  offers 
brunch  spots  that  just  shouldn't  be 
missed. 

When  a  top  New  York  architect  was 
hired  to  re-design  the  ROM,  commen- 
tators claimed  that  Toronto  was  try- 
ing to  be  like  the  Big  Apple.  With  more 
and  more  condos  being  developed 
and  the  harbourfront  in  constant  flux, 
I  don't  think  that  Toronto  can  really 
compete.  Moreover,  my  impression 
of  the  art  scene  here  is  that  most  of 
the  main  galleries  are  under  construc- 
tion. 

Rather  than  trying  to  be  like  anoth- 
er city,  Toronto  should  enjoy  the  fea- 
tures that  make  it  original.  Kensington 
Market,  Queen  Street  West,  the  eth- 
nic variety  on  College  Street,  and  the 
Drake  Hotel  have  made  my  explora- 
tion of  this  Canadian  city  so  exciting. 
There  is  still  so  much  to  discover  and 
experience,  and  I  hope  to  find  many 
more  hidden  treasures  this  term. 
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Oprah:  a 
daughter 


Emmanuel  IVIabe 


I  must  admit  that  I  never  used  to  be  a 
big  fan  of  Oprah.  It  seemed  to  me  that 
her  talk  show  focused  simply  on  the 
rich  upper  class. 

Maybe  1  just  hadn't  watched  enough 
episodes.  When  the  launch  of  her 
$40  million  school  in  South  Africa 
(Oprah  Winfrey  Leadership  Acad- 
emy for  Girls)  this  January  led  me  to 
read  snippets  of  her  biography,  I  fell 
in  love  with  Oprah's  story.  Here  is  a 
woman  who  overcame  serious  child- 
hood obstacles  to  attain  prosperity 
and  a  high  level  of  self-esteem. 

To  see  such  a  person  rise  from 
rags  to  riches  is  one  thing,  but  to  see 
Oprah  leave  the  comfort  of  the  U.S. 
to  create  comfort  for  poor  South  Af- 
rican kids  is  a  feat  of  charity  yet  to  be 
equaled. 

Now  under  normal  circumstances 
I'd  just  thank  Oprah  and  silently 
wish  her  continued  good  fortune. 
But  when  I  glanced  at  the  magazine 
rack  near  the  counter  while  grocery 
shopping,  I  burned  with  rage.  A  front 


true 

of  Africa 


page  story  to  the  effect  of,  "Shame  on 
Oprah  for  insulting  American  kids 
by  building  a  $40  million  school  in 
Africa"  sparked  my  anger,  as  did  An- 
derson Cooper's  CNN  program  360, 
in  which  he  did  a  special  edition  on 
Oprah's  work  in  South  Africa.  Cooper 
referred  to  the  project  as  a  school  un- 
matched anywhere  in  Africa,  but  also 
pointed  out  that  there  are  poor  kids 
in  the  U.S.  too. 

Why  is  it  shocking  that  Oprcih 
should  build  a  multi-million  dollar 
school  in  South  Africa?  South  Af- 
rica, like  any  other  African  country, 
has  the  potential  to  build  (and  fill) 
great  schools,  given  the  right  politi- 
cal circumstances.  While  1  deplore 
the  corruption  found  in  some  Africcm 
governments,  I  suggest  that  he  with- 
out sin  cast  the  first  stone.  It  is  high 
time  that  the  wealthy  American  gov- 
ernment cared  for  its  own  inner-city 
youth,  and  that  the  average  person 
became  more  tolerant  of  those  who 
are  extraordinarily  humane. 

Thanks,  Oprah — ^you've  truly  earned 
my  gratitude. 


LETTERS 


Cover  kids,  not  pros 

Tell  me  I'm  wrong.  Tell  me  that  your 
Jan.  11  issue  was  an  anomaly — that 
you  really  do  cover  the  many  sports 
at  U  of  T  and  elsewhere.  Who  cares 
about  overpaid  professional  athletes? 
Actually,  I  feel  sorry  for  them  in  their 
having  lost  meaning  and  values  be- 
cause the  idiot  public  throws  money 
at  them. 


The  skill  level  of  university  athletes 
is  high  and  growing  increasingly  more 
entertaining.  For  example,  women  are 
playing  hockey  at  an  earlier  age,  and 
men  who  have  played  OHL  hockey  are 
now  so  good  that  OHL  teams  won't 
play  university  squads  since  the  semi- 
pros  are  bettered  by  amateurs. 

I'm  an  old  guy  who  visits  the 
campus  regularly,  and  1  am  looking 
forward  to  the  new  stadium.  But  why 
is  Varsity  baseball  not  played  nearby, 
say  at  Christie  Pits? 

Rudy  Nagel 
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HealthForceOntario 

HealthForceOntario.ca 


With  HealthForceOntario, ca,  it's  never  been  easier 
for  nurses  to  find  the  right  job  in  Ontario, 


iitario.ca  is  designed  to  help  you  gel  tlif 
niosl  out  of  your  career.  Here  you'll  find  job  listings, 
opportunities  for  continuing  education,  information  on 


the  evolving  roles  lor  today's  nurses  -  everything 
need  to  continue  being  a  key  member  of  the  team 
strengthening  health  care  in  Ontario. 


To  find  out  more,  visit  HealthForceOntario.ca  or  call  1-800-596-4046. 
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Golden  giggles 

Sacha  Baron  Cohen  cracks  up  the  Globes 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


Every  January,  the  entertainment 
awards  season  kicks  off  with  the 
Golden  Globe  Awards.  Often  seen 
as  a  weathervane  for  the  Oscars  in 
late  February,  the  Golden  Globes 
have  a  reputation  for  being  a  more 
streamlined,  comical  and  relaxed 
affair  compared  with  the  pomp  of 
the  Academy  Awards. 

The  Golden  Globes  have  been 
around  since  1944  and  are  awarded 
annually  by  the  Hollywood  For- 
eign Press  Association.  The  HFPA 
is  made  up  of  journalists  covering 
the  U.S.  film  industry  who  are  affili- 
ated with  foreign  publications.  But 
that  doesn't  mean  that  just  any  Hol- 
lywood critic  from  a  foreign  news- 
paper (say,  The  Varsity)  can  cast  a 
vote  at  the  Golden  Globes. 

In  fact,  as  noted  in  The  New  York 
Times  the  HFPA  "functions  like  an 
exclusive  club,  admitting  a  maxi- 
mum of  five  new  members  a  year, 
though  more  often  accepting  only 
one.  Any  single  member  may  ob- 
ject to  a  new  member,  making  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  join."  As  of  2005 
there  were  only  86  voting  members, 
with  some  in  their  late  eighties  and 
nineties. 

Initially  hosted  by  the  journal- 
ists themselves,  the  Golden  Globes 
have  been  handed  out  by  celebri- 
ties since  an  incident  in  1958  where 
a  boring  presenter  was  shoved 
aside  by  Rat  Pack  members  Frank 
Sinatra,  Sammy  Davis  Jr.,  and  Dean 
Martin — with  cigarettes  and  whis- 
ky in  hand — who  proceeded  to  pre- 
side over  the  rest  of  the  evening. 
This  lighthearted,  impromptu  spirit 
has  stuck  with  the  award  show  and 
made  numerous  appearances  on 
Monday  night. 


5LOBE 

WARDS 


OLDEN 

LOBE 


NBC 


GREAT  SUCCESS:  BoratsXar  Sacha  Baron  Cohen  was  in  Los  Angeles  Monday  night  to  col- 
lect the  Golden  Globe  for  Best  Performance  by  an  Actor  in  a  Musical  or  Comedy. 

California  Governor  Arnold  Terminator  (which,  by  the  way  Mr. 
Schwarzenegger  was  on  hand  to  Governor,  is  getting  a  little  old. 
crack  a  one-liner  referencing  The     How  about  revisiting  another  one 


of  your  famous  catchphrases?  How 
about  "It's  not  a  tumor!"  from  Kin- 
dergarten Cop?)  before  handing  out 
the  award  for  Best  Motion  Picture 
-  Drama.  The  award  went  to  Mexi- 
can director  Alejandro  Gonzalez 


1  Stared  down 
and  saw  your  two 
wrinkled  Golden 
Globes  on  my  chin, 
I  thought  to  myself, 
I'd  better  win  a 
bloody  award  for 
this' 


Ifiarritu  for  his  multi-lingual,  mutli- 
narrative  film  Babel.  Upon  receiv- 
ing the  award,  Ifiarritu  made  light 
of  California's  illegal  immigration 
debate  by  declaring  "I  swear  I  have 
my  papers  in  order,  Governor." 
Whether  he  did  or  not,  you  can  be 
sure  that  someone  is  looking  into 
that  right  now. 

Another  funny  moment  came 
courtesy  of  Sacha  Baron  Cohen  (aka 
Borat  Sagdiyev)  who  picked  up  the 
award  for  Best  Actor  -  Musical  or 
Comedy  for  his  gutsy  portrayal  of 
the  Kazakh  journalist  in  the  suprise 
blockbuster  Borat:  Cultural  Learn- 
ings of  America  for  Make  Benefit  Glo- 
rious Nation  of  Kazakhstan.  Appear- 
ing out  of  character  (Cohen  did  all 
the  press  for  Borat  as  Borat)  Cohen 
had  this  to  say  upon  accepting  his 
award:  "1  saw  some  dark  parts  of 


America,  an  ugly  side  of  America,  a 
side  of  America  that  rarely  sees  the 
light  of  day.  I  refer,  of  course,  to  the 
anus  and  testicles  of  my  co-star, 
Ken  Davitian."  As  Davitian — who 
played  Borat's  obese  producer 
Azamat  Bagatov — and  the  rest  of 
the  audience  howled  with  laugh- 
ter Cohen  continued:  "When  I  was 
in  that  scene,  and  I  stared  down 
and  saw  your  two  wrinkled  Golden 
Globes  on  my  chin,  I  thought  to  my- 
self, I'd  better  win  a  bloody  award 
for  this."  Before  exiting  the  stage 
Cohen  thanked  "every  American 
who  has  not  sued  me  so  far,"  mak- 
ing reference  to  the  several  unsuc- 
cessful lawsuits  filed  against  him 
by  unwitting  participants  made  fun 
of  in  Borat's  faux  documentary. 

The  evening's  obvious  low  point 
was  Warren  Beatty's  lame,  cringe 
worthy  attempt  at  a  Borat  impres- 
sion. The  best  part  was,  he  didn't 
even  do  it  right  and  Cohen  actually 
corrected  him  saying:  "Warren,  it's 
wawawewa." 

Other  big  winners  of  the  night 
included  television  network  ABC, 
who  struck  gold  with  both  Grey's 
Anatomy  (Best  Television  Series 
-  Drama),  and  Ugly  Betty  (Best  Tele- 
vision Series  -  Comedy),  Dream- 
girls,  which  won  for  best  Motion 
Picture  -  Musical  or  Comedy,  and 
Helen  Mirren  who  accomplished 
the  amazing,  feat — almost  certainly 
never  to  happen  again — of  winning 
two  awards  (Best  Performance  by 
an  Actress  in  a  Motion  Picture  - 
Drama,  and  Best  Performance  by  an 
Actress  in  a  Mini-Series  or  a  Motion 
Picture  Made  for  Television)  on  the 
same  night  for  portraying  different 
British  Monarchs  (Queen  Elizabeth 
1  in  Elizabeth  /,  and  Queen  Eliza- 
beth II  in  The  Queen),  who  share 
the  same  name. 


Reel  Freedom 


Erin  Gruwell,  the  inspiration  for  Freedom  H/r/fe/'s  explains 
why  the  pen  is  mightier  than  the  gat 


Radheyan  Simonpiilai 

FILM  CRITIC 


In  1993,  Erin  Gruwell  was  trying  to 
instill  some  kind  of  order  to  her  in- 
ner-city classroom  in  Los  Angeles, 
California.  Her  job — teaching  a  class 
of  under-privileged  students  with 
predominantly  African  and  Mexi- 
can backgrounds  in  the  wake  of  the 
racially  charged  1992  LA  riots — was 
proving  to  be  all  but  impossible. 

Then,  one  day,  an  unlikely  oppor- 
tunity presented  itself:  she  caught 
a  student  passing  a  note.  The  note 
contained  a  sketched  caricature  of 
one  of  her  most  disruptive  students, 
Sharaud  (an  African-American) 
which  depicted  him  with  over-sized 
lips.  Deeply  troubled  by  this  overt 
racism,  Gruwell  explained  to  the 
class  that  these  types  of  caricatures 
were  also  drawn  by  Nazis  as  propa- 


ganda during  the  holocaust.  When 
not  one  student  knew  what  the  ho- 
locaust was  Gruwell  made  it  her 
mission  to  teach  these  young  adults 
about  tolerance  and  respect.  Her 
approach,  which  was  unique  in  that 
school,  was  to  show  these  "unteach- 
able"  students  respect,  and  to  teach 
them  in  a  way  that  would  motivate 
them  to  be  willing  participants  in  the 
learning  process. 

"1  had  to  find  lyrics  and  storylines 
within  hip  hop  that  would  really  make 
sense  to  my  students,"  said  Gruwell 
who  was  recently  in  Toronto  promot- 
ing Freedom  Writers,  a  new  feature 
film  directed  by  Richard  LaGraven- 
ese  that  is  based  on  her  story. 

The  quest  for  common  ground 
challenged  Gruwell  to  find  connec- 
tions between  the  course  curriculum 
and  the  school  of  hard  knocks. 

"If  I  want  to  talk  about  transforma- 


tion, 1  could  look  at  the  Montagues 
and  the  Capulets  in  Romeo  and  Juliet, 
and  juxtapose  that  to  the  Bloods  and 
the  Crips.  Or  1  could  look  at  Tupac's 
scenario  about  being  called  a  'rose 
in  concrete'  and  juxtapose  that  to 
Gertrude  Stein's  'a  rose  is  a  rose  is  a 
rose.'  What  it  did  was  it  activated  my 
students  prior  knowledge." 

After  getting  her  class  to  accept 
her  as  their  instructor,  her  next 
challenge  was  to  get  them  to  accept 
each  other  as  classmates,  a  feat  she 
accomplished  by  starting  a  journal 
project  where  students  could  write 
anonymously  about  their  lives  and 
bond  over  hearing  about  situations 
similar  to  their  own. 

She  also  introduced  her  class  to 
The  Diary  of  Anne  Frank,  which  Gru- 
well thought  fitting  because  it  fea- 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


Erin  Gruwell  (above)  is  the  inspirational  teacher  behind  Hilary  Swank's  character  in 
Freedom  Writers. 
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tures  a  teen  who  is  also  faced  with  violence  and 
intolerance  in  her  community,  and  who  eventu- 
ally achieves  a  liberation  through  writing. 

"There's  something  incredible  about  writing. 
When  you  pick  up  a  pen,  suddenly  you  bear  wit- 
ness to  your  life  and  all  of  the  things  that  you've 
seen,"  quips  Gruwell.  These  diaries  were  even- 
tually compiled  to  be  the  subject  of  a  collab- 
orative book,  The  Freedom  Writers  Diary,  which 
then  became  the  basis  for  the  film,  which  stars 
Hilary  Swank  as  Gruwell.  Gruwell  and  her  "Free- 
dom Writers"  still  keep  in  touch  after  more  than 


//  Memorize  this  formula 


a  decade,  and  have  formed  an  foundation  dedi- 
cated to  reducing  highschool  drop  out  rates  in 
underprivileged  communities. 

"We're  fighting  the  bureaucracy  of  education, 
and  we're  fighting  for  reform  in  classrooms.  It's 
a  different  battle,  but  it's  a  battle  that  I  feel  is 
worth  the  fight." 

One  issue  Gruwell's  success  is  sure  to  raise  is 
why  her  achievement  as  a  teacher — getting  in- 
ner-city kids  to  be  excited  about  education  and 
creative  self-expression — is  so  extraordinary 
in  the  first  place. 

Freedom  writers  in  currently  in  wide  release. 


MICHUlf  PFMFFM 


-'m  fordl 

ANNE  FRANCIS-LOUIS  CAWI 

'-MARGARET  HAYfS 


Freedom  Writers  isn't  the  first 
film  to  feature  a  teacher  using 
novel  methods  to  inspire  inner- 
city  kids.  Here's  a  brief  history 
of  this  formulaic  plotline. 

Blacl^board  Jungle  (1955)- 

Richard  Dadier  is  hired  at  an 
inner-city  school  to  teach  an- 
tisocial student  thugs  led  by 
Gregory  Miller  (a  young  Sidney 
Poitier).  One  minute  Dadier's 
trying  out  some  unusual  teach- 
ing methods,  next  minute  he's 
getting  death  threats  against  his 
pregnant  wife. 

To  Sir,  With  Love  (i967)  -  This 

time  Sidney  Poitier  is  on  the 


other  side  of  the  desk  as  Mark 
Thackeray,  a  black  teacher 
hired  to  teach  a  class  of  pre- 
dominantly white  delinquents 
in  London,  England.  Thackeray 
throws  their  text  books  in  the 
trash  (they  weren't  using  them) 
and  turns  his  class  into  an  open 
discussion  aimed  at  preparing 
his  students  for  life  in  the  real 
world.  Best  movie  tag  line  ever: 
"A  story  as  fresh  as  the  girls  in 
their  minis...  and  as  cool  as  their 
teacher  had  to  be." 

Stand  and  Deliver  ci982)  - 

Based  on  the  success  of  Boliv- 
ian-born calculus  teacher  Jamie 
Escalante,  this  film  tells  how  he 


DANMUS  MINDS 


managed  to  teach  a  group  of 
troubled  L.A.  teens  that  differ- 
ential equations  are  more  pow- 
erful than  bullets. 

Dangerous  Minds  (1995)  -  The 

real-life  story  of  Marine-turned 
inner  city  teacher  LouAnne 
Johnson,  Michelle  Pfeiffer  teach- 
es karate  lessons,  analyzes  Bob 
Dylan  lyrics,  dons  a  leather  jack- 
et and  swears  up  blue  streaks 
to  win  the  respect  of  her  un- 
ruly class,  who  initially  dub  her 
"whitebread."  Coolio's  hip  hop 
smash  "Gangsta's  Paradise"  fea- 
tured on  the  film's  soundtrack 
and  helped  make  this  rehashed 
plotline  a  hit,  again. 


METCALF  rAP<^N  ''''^ 

FOUNDATION       >r<>frK>!'^  C 


The  Varsity  Student  Newspaper 

announces  and  hereby  Invites  all  its  members  to  its 

Annual  Meeting 

(Tip:  if  you  are  a  full-time  student, 
then  you  are  a  member  of  the  corporation.  Neat,  huh?) 

The  Varsity's  members  will  be  voting  whether  to  adopt 
changes  in  its  by-laws.  Take  a  look  at  the  proposed  changes 
at  www.thevarsity.ca.  We  will  also  address  any  other 
business  pertinent  to  the  corporation. 

The  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Thursday,  January  25  at  6  p.m.  at  the  Varsity's  offices, 

located  inside  the  U  of  T  Sussex  Clubhouse 
(21  Sussex  Ave.,  2nd  Floor). 

Hope  to  see  you  there! 
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Solar  park  to  feed  grid 


Sandy  Huen 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 


The  Portlands  Energy  Centre,  a  nat- 
ural gas  generation  plant  to  be  built 
on  Toronto's  harbourfront,  is  getting 
a  green  neighbour:  a  solar  power 
plant.  The  "solar  park"  will  use  pho- 
tovoltaic cell  technology  developed 
by  U  of  T  and  ARISE  Technologies. 

When  completed  in  late  2008,  the 
solar  park  at  the  PEC,  Canada's  larg- 
est, will  generate  a  single  megawatt 
of  electrical  power,  or  enough  en- 
ergy to  power  1,000  homes.  It's  not 
much  compared  to  the  550  mega- 
watts produced  by  the  natural  gas- 
powered  PEC  next  door,  but  the 


park's  backers  say  it's  a  strong  boost 
for  the  profile  of  solar  power. 

"This  installation  will  raise  the 
visibility  of  the  potential  of  solar 
energy,  the  largest  source  of  sus- 
tainable energy  for  mankind,"  said 
U  of  T  photovoltaics  professor  Nazir 
Kherani.  "Also,  it  will  generate  elec- 
tricity without  any  pollution,  truly 
sending  the  message  that  in  time, 
we  can  significantly  reduce,  if  not 
completely  eliminate,  fossil-gener- 
ated power  sources." 

"This  is  a  large  system  and  there 
are  many  issues  and  research  top- 
ics in  terms  of  integration  of  large 
generation  of  solar  energy... in  the 
power  system,  in  this  case  the  sys- 


tem of  Toronto  Hydro,"  said  U  of  T 
professor  Reza  Iravani.  Students  and 
professors  will  have  access  to  the 
facility  for  research  purposes,  but 
the  park  will  not  house  a  research 
laboratory. 

The  new  solar  development  takes 
advantage  of  a  large  tract  of  open 
land  with  southern  exposure — ideal 
sun  conditions  for  this  part  of  To- 
ronto. The  PEC  solar  park  and  natu- 
ral gas  plant,  to  be  completed  by 
2009,  will  be  landscaped  with  3,500 
natural  trees. 

"I  am  delighted  to  see  such  proj- 
ects come  forth,"  said  Kherani,  who 
acknowledged  support  from  the 
Ontario  government.  The  Liberals 


announced  last  year  that  their  Stan- 
dard Offer  Contract  will  pay  42  cents 
for  each  kWh  of  solar  electricity  fed 
into  the  power  grid. 

"This  will  serve  to  drive  the  solar 
market  in  Ontario  and  Canada — not- 
ing that  we  are  infants  compared  to 
the  Japanese  and  Germans  who  lead 
the  way  in  the  deployment  of  solar 
energy  systems." 

"This  was  something  the  commu- 
nity urged  us  to  pursue,"  said  Ted 
Gruetzner  of  PEC.  "We  see  renew- 
able [energy]  as  the  future  of  elec- 
tricity production,  and  anything 
we  can  do  to  further  education  [in 
renewable  energy]  is  to  everyone's 
benefit." 


Dilution  confusion 

Homeopathy  is  an  alternative  medicine  based  on  the  centuries-old  idea  that  illness  can  be  treated  by 
heavily  diluted  toxins.  It's  stirred  up  controversy  in  scientific  communities  worldwide,  and  the  debate 
likely  won't  end  soon.  Why  is  this  pseudoscience  causing  such  commotion?  ABIGALE  MILLER  investigates 


What's  in  the  water? 

David  Beckham  is  a  big  fan 
of  homeopathy.  So  are  Tina 
Turner  and  Prince  Charles.  In 
fact,  Britain  recently  spent  20  mil- 
lion pounds  refurbishing  the  Royal 
Homeopathic  Hospital.  That's  an 
enormous  investment  for  a  practice 
not  currently  supported  by  modern 
science.  Is  this  fervor  justified? 

Homeopathy  is  a  practice  based 
on  the  idea  that  "like  cures  like."  Fol- 
lowers of  this  practice  believe  that 
extreme  dilutions  (by  1031  or  more) 
of  a  substance  that  would  normally 
cause  illness  will  relieve  it  in  a  sick 
patient.  For  example,  an  herb  that 
would  cause  fever  if  eaten  directly  is 
thought  to  relieve  fever  when  taken 
diluted  to  homeopathic  specifica- 
tions. 

Homeopathic  remedies  are  made 
by  dissolving  the  harmful  substance 
in  ethanol.  This  "mother  tincture"  is 
then  diluted  several  times  in  water, 
with  vigourous  shaking  or  "succus- 
sions"  at  every  step,  until  the  final 
solution  is  unlikely  to  contain  even 
one  molecule  of  the  initial  substance. 
"Succussions"  are  believed  to  in- 
crease the  potency  of  the  solution, 
meaning  more  dilute  solutions  are 


more  potent. 

For  most  modern  scientists,  the 
idea  that  what  is  essentially  water 
could  heal  diseases  is  absurd.  Many 
studies  have  sought  to  determine 
whether  homeopathy  is  effective, 
with  no  consistent  conclusion,  al- 
though some  studies  have  shown 
homeopathic  treatments  to  be  more 
effective  than  a  placebo.  Recently,  a 
research  group  in  Ireland  published 
results  showing  that  homeopathic 
dilutions  of  histamine  can  in  fact 
modify  the  actions  of  basophils,  cells 
involved  in  the  immune  system. 

But  supporters  of  either  side  of  the 
debate  have  their  own  explanations 
for  the  inconsistencies. 

Champions  of  homeopathy  say 
that  the  experimental  method  itself 
is  to  blame  for  the  lack  of  reproduc- 
ible results  supporting  it,  claiming 
that  it  ignores  homeopathy's  ap- 
proach of  treating  each  case  individ- 
ually. Homeopaths  say  their  practice 
is  so  individualized  it  can't  be  tested 
by  standard  scientific  methods. 

Dr.  Heather  Boon,  a  specialist  in 
naturopathy  and  homeopathy  at  U 
of  T,  contends  that  testing  whether 
homeopathy  works  is  analogous  to 


testing  whether  "drugs,"  in  general, 
work.  Conventional  drugs  are  not  all 
equally  effective,  so  measuring  the 
overall  "effectiveness"  of  all  drugs 
is  not  very  useful.  Boon  says  stud- 
ies should  focus  on  the  mechanisms 
underlying  homeopathy,  instead  of 
simply  measuring  whether  or  not  it 
works  as  a  whole. 

But  even  proponents  of  home- 
opathy feel  doubt.  "The  scientist  in 
me  can't  embrace  the  practice  com- 
pletely until  a  mechanism  is  known," 
admitted  Boon. 

Among  homeopaths,  the  most 
popular  explanation  of  how  home- 
opathy works  is  the  "Water  Memory 
Theory,"  which  postulates  that  wa- 
ter molecules  are  imprinted  with  a 
"memory"  of  substances  that  had 
been  dissolved  in  it. 
2  A  Swiss  group  recently  studied 
S  homeopathic  dilutions  using  ther- 
I  moluminescence,  a  technique  that 
=  produces  a  distinctive  spectrum 
representing  the  contents  of  the  so- 
lution. They  found  that  water  from 
a  homeopathic  dilution  of  lithium 
chloride  had  a  characteristically  dif- 
ferent spectrum  from  water  diluted 
with  water.  But  other  studies  using 
different  techniques,  such  as  X-ray 
crystallography,  found  no  difference 
between  the  homeopathic  remedy 
and  plain  old  water. 

Water  Memory  Theory  falters  when 
it  comes  to  explaining  how  homeo- 
pathic sugar  tablets — which  contain 
no  water — work.  These  tablets  are 
made  by  pouring  homeopathic  rem- 
edies over  a  sugar  tablet  and  drying 
it,  supposedly  transferring  the  heal- 
ing properties  of  the  water  into  the 
sugar. 

And  what  about  the  infamous  pla- 
cebo effect?  It's  long  been  accepted 
that  the  suggestion  that  a  remedy 
will  heal  can  be  enough  to  cause  re- 
lief. Homeopathic  practitioners  also 
tend  to  spend  more  time  with  their 
patients  than  conventional  doctors 
do  with  theirs.  These  factors  are  not 
trivial,  as  the  healing  power  of  a  reas- 
sured state  of  mind  has  been  found  to 
exist  in  numerous  studies,  although 
it  is  still  far  from  understood. 

Without  question,  homeopathy  is 
a  pseudoscience.  But  just  because 


a  practice  is  pseudoscientific,  does 
that  mean  it's  false?  Science  can't 
be  so  closed-minded  as  to  dismiss 
a  phenomenon  because  it  doesn't  fit 
accepted  paradigms. 

Although  scientific  studies  sup- 
porting homeopathy  can't  be  repro- 
duced, the  fact  remains  that  some 
studies  do  support  the  practice. 
Further,  most  studies  refuting  home- 
opathy can't  be  consistently  repro- 
duced either.  In  the  last  decade,  ho- 
meopathy has  topped  lists  of  things 
we  can't  explain,  and  perhaps  that  is 
where  it  will  stay. 


//Talking  homeopathy 


Carol  Romanella,  a  homeopathic 
practitioner  in  Toronto,  speaks 
about  her  experiences  with  ho- 
meopathy. 

The  Varsity:  What  kinds  of  ail- 
ments does  homeopathy  typi- 
cally help? 

Carol  Romanella:  I  have  suc- 
cessfully treated  patients  with 
all  kinds  of  ailments — allergies, 
skin  conditions  such  as  eczema, 
hypertension,  depression,  anxi- 
ety and  autism.  What  needs  to 
be  understood  clearly  is  that  ho- 
meopaths don't  treat  disease,  we 
treat  the  whole  person. 

V:  Where  do  the  ingredients 
for  homeopathic  remedies  come 
from? 

CR:  There  are  over  2,000  ho- 
meopathic remedies  and  a  ho- 
meopathic remedy  can  be  made 
from  any  substance  in  the  uni- 
verse, literally. 

V:  What  do  you  think  is  the 
most  likely  explanation  for  ho- 
meopathy's effects? 

CR:  I  think  the  simplest  expla- 
nation for  homeopathy's  effec- 
tiveness lies  in  [increasing  the 
potency]  of  the  remedy,  as  every 
substance  has  a  life  of  its  own.  Do 
I  care  if  it's  ever  demonstrated 
scientifically?  Not  really.  What's 
important  to  me  is  to  see  the  re- 
sults I  get  with  my  patients. 


Mutant  molecules  make 
Cyclops 

How  might  a  baby  be  born  with  one 
eye?  It's  not  only  a  myth,  but  the 
"Cyclops"  disorder,  called  holopros- 
encephaly,  does  sometimes  afflict 
human  babies,  and  researchers  from 
Ohio  and  Paris  have  identified  one  of 
its  molecular  causes.  A  mutation  in 
a  gene  called  TG  interacting  factor 
causes  defects  in  brain  and  skull  de- 
velopment in  embryos,  leading  to  ho- 
loprosencephaly.  The  mutated  gene 
is  incapable  of  producing  a  protein 
necessary  for  normal  growth,  and 
instead  codes  for  a  protein  that  may 
destroy  the  small  amounts  of  normal 
protein  in  the  fetus.  As  a  result,  the 
embryonic  forebrain  cannot  divide 
into  two  lobes  and  develop  into  the 
two  cerebral  hemispheres  of  a  nor- 
mal brain,  but  remains  as  a  single 
lobe.  If,  as  in  relatively  milder  cases, 
the  fetus  survives,  the  baby  is  usually 
born  with  serious  skull  and  facial  de- 
formations, like  a  single  eye.  Howev- 
er, most  cases  of  holoprosencephaly 
are  too  severe  to  survive  until  birth. 
Source:  FASEB 
—SANDY  HUEN 


Good  gab,  Granny! 

Examining  the  diagnostic  records  of 
184  patients,  researchers  with  the 
Rotman  Research  Institute  at  the 
Baycrest  Research  Centre  for  Aging 
and  the  Brain  have  found  evidence 
that  bilingualism  may  help  to  delay 
the  development  of  dementia.  Pre- 
vious research  by  lead  investigator 
Dr  Ellen  Bialystock  had  shown  that 
bilingualism  enhances  attention 
and  cognitive  control  in  both  young 
children  and  older  adults.  Scientists 
examined  the  records  of  patients  ad- 
mitted to  Baycrest's  clinic  between 
2002  and  2005  who  complained  of 
cognitive  symptoms.  The  majority 
met  criteria  for  probable  Alzheimer's 
disease,  while  the  remaining  patients 
were  diagnosed  with  other  demen- 
tias. Overall,  93  of  the  patients  were 
bilingual,  including  speakers  of  25 
different  languages  (e.g.,  Polish,  Yid- 
dish, German,  Romanian,  Hungar- 
ian). They  also  found  the  age  of  onset 
of  impairment,  determined  by  the  in- 
terviewing the  patients'  neurologists 
during  first  clinic  visit,  was  on  aver- 
age four  years  earlier  in  monolingual 
patients  than  in  the  bilingual  group. 
Results  were  consistent  even  after 
other  influencers,  including  formal 
education,  cultural  differences  and 
gender,  were  excluded. 
Source:  Baycrest  Centre  for  Geriatric 
Care  news  service 
— ABIGAIL  SLINGER 
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Road  Warriors  win  en  route  to  Super  Bowl 

Long  after  the  dust  settled  on  last  week's  games,  I  still  couldn't  think  straight.  Tom  Brady 
had  orchestrated  another  uncanny  John  Elway-like  winning  drive.  League  MVP  LaDanian 
Tomlinson  was  up  in  someone's  grill  following  the  loss.  Drew  Brees  had  thrown  for  243 
yards,  and  won.  The  Colts'  defense  had  given  a  meagre  14  points  in  two  games.  Seattle's  Matt 
Hasselbeck  was  hitting  the  showers— again.  Whatever  the  big  story  from  last  week's  games 
may  be,  they  will  all  be  put  aside  this  Sunday  at  3  p.m.  Here's  the  lowdown. 


Justin  Panos 
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New  England  Patriots  (14-4)  at  Indianapolis  Colts  (14-4) 


New  England  quarterback  Tom  Brady,  with  the  help 
of  coach  Bill  Belichick,  should  continue  their  post- 
season dominance  over  the  Colts. 


Could  anyone  have  picked  a  more  perfect 
AFC  championship?  It  could  provide  a 
chance  for  Brady  to  drive  Peyton  Manning 
further  into  the  ground.  Or  it  could  be  the 
window  Manning  needs  to  break  the  stran- 
glehold and  add  another  chapter  to  his 
legacy.  Will  we  see  kicker  Adam  Vinatieri 
inflict  the  same  pain  on  his  former  team 
that  he  dished  out  to  so  many  crushed  op- 
ponents? This  is  a  chance  for  one  team  to 
continue  their  dominance,  or  for  another  to 
start  a  revolution. 

Here  are  some  quick  stats:  Pats  wide  outs 
Reche  Caldwell  and  Jabar  Gaffney  have  337 
yards  in  two  weeks.  The  Colts  defence  has 
let  up  14  points  in  two  weeks.  Manning  has 
thrown  for  647  yards  and  five  touchdowns 
the  last  two  times  these  two  rivals  met. 
Brady  is  6-1  on  the  road  in  the  post-season 
and  the  game  is  in  the  RCA  Dome. 

This  is  a  tough  call.  I'm  basing  this  pre- 
diction on  the  one  thing  the  Colts  lack:  NE 
coach  Bill  Belichick.  Patriots  30,  Colts  27. 


Chicago  Bears  (14-3)  host  New  Orleans  Saints  (11-6) 


The  top  two  teams  in  the  NFC  square  off  for 
the  conference  championship  In  a  match 
that  will  pit  strength  against  strength.  The 
league-best  Bears  defence,  led  by  tackle 
leader  Lance  Briggs  (113),  goes  up  against 
the  NFL's  passing  leader  in  the  Saints' 
Drew  Brees  (4418  yards).  New 
Orleans  is  led  by  Sean 
Payton,  the  NFC  coach  of 
the  year,  who  last  made  it 
this  far  in  2000  with  the 
New  York  Giants.  He'll  be 
attempting  to  slow  down  a 
spotty  Bears  offence,  led  by  the  de- 
termined yet  shaky  Rex  Grossman.  Lovie 
Smith,  the  severe  coach  of  the  Bears  will 
make  it  a  priority  to  stop  running  back 
Deuce  McAllister  and  Reggie  Bush.  Both 
teams  have  been  great,  but  the  Saints  seem 
to  have  a  superior  offense  with  rookie  phe- 
nom  Marques  Colston  and  Drew  Brees 
leading  the  passing  attack.  Sorry,  Bears 
fans.  Prediction:  Saints  28,  Bears  24 


Chicago's  Rex  Grossman  is  shaky  at  best  as  a  quarter- 
back, and  will  fall  In  this  weekend's  contest. 


Captain  Canada,  a  pair  of  Nuggets, 
and  the  Raptors  in  the  playoifFs? 


Jamie  McCallum 
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Canadian  darling  Steve  Nash  (top)  Is 
playing  lights  out,  but  his  third  straight 
MVP  award  might  be  seized  by  a  surging 
Kobe  Bryant. 


*  Could  "Captain  Canada"  do  it 
again?  Steve  Nash,  the  reigning  two- 
time  NBA  MVP  is  putting  up  num- 
bers that  are  even  more  astounding 
than  in  his  previous  two  campaigns. 
His  points  are  up,  his  assists  are 
up,  and  he  is  shooting  some  special 
percentages  from  all  over  the  floor. 
Oh,  and  did  I  mention  that  he  is  lead- 
ing the  Suns  (an  offensive  explosion 
waiting  to  happen)  in  scoring,  and 
is  once  again  the  major  reason  why 
they  have  the  second-best  record  in 
the  NBA?  In  my  opinion,  his  close 
buddy  and  ex-running  mate  Dirk 
"Disco"  Nowitzki  is  also  staking  a 
claim  to  be  named  MVP,  what  with 
him  being  the  best  player  on  the 
best  team,  Dallas. 

*  The  "Titanic"  division  (i.e.  Atlan- 
tic) is  causing  many  NBA  pundits  to 
question  the  usefulness  of  divisions 
in  the  first  place.  Even  though  it  is 
the  worst  division  in  all  of  sports, 
the  team  who  ends  up  in  the  lead  will 
end  up  a  top-four  seed  come  playoff 
time.  Of  course  with  the  Raps  in  the 
division,  I'll  accept  the  quirky  sys- 
tem, but  many  experts  and  fans  fail 
to  see  (perhaps  rightly)  how  a  team 
can  have  a  higher  seed  than  another 
while  also  having  a  worse  record. 

*  Once  Sixers  Chairman  Ed  Snider 
made  the  statement  that  Allen  Iver- 


son  had  played  his  last  game  in  a 
Philly  uniform,  the  rumour  mill  re- 
ally started  to  chug.  With  the  enig- 
matic scorer  ending  up  a  Denver 
Nugget,  Iverson  is  in  a  place  where 
he  feels  he  belongs.  Moreover,  the 
addition  of  Iverson  makes  Denver  a 
team  that  could  make  some  serious 
noise  come  playoff  time,  as  Carmelo 
and  the  Answer  on  the  same  roster 
is  tough  for  any  team  to  defend.  Still, 
it  is  a  little  weird  to  see  the  former 
MVP  and  four-time  NBA  scoring 
champ  in  a  uniform  that  doesn't 
have  Philly  on  the  front. 

*  The  "Three-Headed-Monster" 
out  west  is  gobbling  up  opponents. 
The  Spurs,  Mavs,  and  Suns  are  doing 
what  everyone  expected  of  them: 
dominating  other  teams  on  their 
way  to  boasting  elite  records  in  the 
win-loss  column.  These  three  teams 
make  it  hard  not  to  pick  a  Western 
conference  team  to  be  hoisting  the 
Larry  O'Brien  trophy  once  the  dust 
has  settled. 

*  Who  knew  that  the  Utah  Jazz 
would  be  almost  a  lock  for  the  play- 
offs this  early  in  the  season?  Chalk  it 
up  to  some  great  veterans  who  know 
how  to  play  the  game,  and  let's  not 
forget  Jerry  Sloan,  a  soon-to-be  Hall 
of  Fame  coach  who  brings  out  the 
best  in  all  that  he  touches. 

*  Kobe  Bryant  is  currently  averag- 
ing six  fewer  shots  per  game  than  he 
did  last  season.  You  can't  score  81 


like  that  Kobe!  But  to  his  credit,  he  is 
getting  his  teammates  involved  and 
should  be  considered  for  the  MVP  if 
his  team  can  keep  up  the  great  play. 
The  beauty  of  Kobe's  newfound 
sense  of  generosity  is  that  you  know 
he  can  still  turn  it  on  when  the  game 
calls  for  it,  and  he  has  shown  that 
he  can  still  take  over  a  game  like  no 
other  player  can.  A  scary  thought 
for  the  opposition. 

*  1  would  really  like  to  know  the 
last  time  a  team  has  followed  up 
an  NBA  Championship  with  such  a 
horrible  start  as  Miami.  Perhaps  it 
is  a  hangover  from  last  year's  hero- 
ics, and  the  result  of  many  players 
acting  their  ages.  Payton  and  Shaq- 
Daddy  come  to  mind. 

*  Last  but  not  least,  some  local 
news.  Look  out,  Raptors  fans!  For 
the  first  time  in  four  seasons,  the 
Raps  have  a  legit  chance  of  playing 
in  the  postseason.  Not  quite  sure  it's 
time  to  start  printing  playoff  tickets 
yet,  but  the  revamped  and  suddenly 
deep  and  versatile  Raptors  roster 
is  really  coming  together.  They  are 
winning  the  games  they  should,  tak- 
ing care  of  business  at  the  ACC,  and 
not  letting  elite  teams  run  away  with 
games  (see  Dallas  and  Phoenix). 
The  Italian  community  in  Toronto 
is  really  getting  behind  Andrea  "11 
Mago"  Bargnani,  my  pick  for  Rookie 
of  the  Year.  This  only  adds  to  the 
hype  surrounding  this  young  team. 


Blues  aim  to  get 
back  on  track 

Hosting  two  of  the  league's  worst 
teams  this  weekend,  Men's  Volley- 
ball (7-6)  will  try  to  atone  for  losing 
a  pair  a  week  ago  at  home. 

With  Waterloo  (2-12)  visiting  Sat- 
urday and  Laurier  (4-10)  Sunday, 
the  Blues  should  feast  on  two  of  the 
Ontario  University  Athletic's  bot- 
tom-feeders. Expect  U  of  T  hitter 
Brendan  Peel,  currently  second  in 
the  OUA,  averaging  five  points  per 
game,  to  assert  himself  early  in  both 
contests. 

The  Blues  dropped  two  3-1  deci- 
sions last  weekend  to  Western  (9-4) 
Sunday  and  Windsor  (6-7)  Saturday. 
—BYLINE 

Undefeated  Women's 
Volleyball  faces  11-1 
Western 

Currently  sitting  as  the  sixth-best 
team  in  the  nation.  Women's  Volley- 
ball (12-0)  hosts  Western  (11-1)  in  a 
battle  of  the  two  best  teams  in  the 
OUA  Saturday 

U  of  T  will  attempt  to  defend  their 
spotless  season  behind  the  stellar 
play  of  Mila  Miguel  and  Heather 
Bansley,  the  top  two  Blues  scorers. 

The  team  downed  Laurier  3-1  Sat- 
urday, one  week  after  they  placed 
second  in  the  2007  National  Invita- 
tion Tournament,  as  the  Montreal 
Carabins  defeated  the  Blues  3-1 
here  last  Saturday.  Miguel  led  U  of  T 
with  ten  kills  in  the  final. 
—BYLINE 
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"I  earned  my  Undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want 

a  piece  of 


the  action" 


Meet  Denise. 

To  get  the  specialized  focus  ttiat  would  help  her  zero  in 
on  her  goals,  Denise  earned  her  Postgraduate  Certificate 
in  Marketing  Management  from  Humber  in  only  2  semesters. 
She  now  works  for  one  of  Canada's  top  weather  networks. 
We  forecast  a  great  future  for  her. 

Marketing  Mangement,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


HUMBER 


The  Business  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 
now  I  want  to 

tackle  the 
tough  stuff' 


Meet  Heather. 

To  get  the  specialized  skills  and  field  experience  that 
would  get  her  connected  in  HR,  Heather  earned  her 
Postgraduate  Certificate  in  Human  Resources  from 
Humber  in  only  2  semesters.  She  now  works  as  an 
HR  Representative  in  the  Health  Care  industry. 
We  think  she'll  manage  just  fine. 
Human  Resources,  Postgraduate  Certificate 
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The  Business  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


THE 

INTERNATIONAL 
MANAGEMENT  CAREER 
YOU'VE  DREAMED  OF 
STARTS  HERE. 


Qi  ii=>QT-«ro  MASTER  OF  ~ 
LUrCl  lO  GLOBAL  MANAGEMENT  ffis 


SCHOOL 
BUSINESS 


INTERNATIONAL  LEARNING  •  INTERNATIONAL  EXPERIENCE  •  INTERNATIONAL  OPPORTUNITY 

If  you  have  international  business 
aspirations  and  an  undergraduate 
degree  in  business,  Queen's  School 
of  Business  offers  you  an  exciting 
way  to  broaden  your  education,  your 
experience  and  your  horizons. 

Queen's  Master  of  Global  Management  is  a  unique,  1 2-month  program  that 
provides  in-depth  internalional  business  content  along  with  invaluable 
cross-culturai  experience. The  program  examines  international  issues  ranging 
from  the  global  economy  to  international  finance;  allows  for  a  significant 
level  of  customization;  and  includes  a  full  semester  of  study  at  one  of  our 
international  business  school  partners. 


Take  the  next  step  toward  the  international  career  you've  dreamed  about. 
Find  out  more  about  Queen's  Master  of  Global  Management. 

Toll-free:  1.866.861.1615 

E-mail:  queensmasters@business.queensu.ca 

Web:  qsbmasters.com/global 


Queen's  Master  of  Global  Management  is  a  full-time,  12-month  program 
beginning  in  September.  No  previous  full-time  work  experience  is  required. 
This  program  is  currently  undergoing  the  OCGS  approval  process. 
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VARSITY  COMICS 


The  Varsity 


DOWNTOWN  TORONTO  (Part  6)  By  Jason  Kieffer 


DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


Qw^tz.  com 


THE  WORLD'S  GREATEST  COMIC  STRIP!  By  Daniel  Kaell 


TeSUS  CHRIST-'  I  HATE  THOSE 
OUYS  .'  X  OON'T  l-iKe  HOvJ  THEV 
Tuv  AMD  Pot  you  on  thc  spot. 

LIKE,     IF    I    DON'T    6UV    YOU  A 
ROSE,   X    oo^4'T    CARC  ABOUT^ 
\OU   OR    SO|-(eTHlN&.  OlRTV 
BA-STAROS...  (SN'T 
IT  eNOUCrH  TH^T 
I    MAV/e    TO  PAV 
FOR  OINNeB"? 


ITS  FINAUI  HftPpEN£D.k 

OToPlf^,T>^e  FIRST  omt 
om^Teeo  to  nwuTRiM; 

FOWDED  TOORY  its  ^ 
POPULATION  IS  P-eSlWCTttft 

TO  loe^JT^cf^L  i^fcOTS 

Ton, ON  LOCATION. ft€fQ((\S 


6H\T.'  REALLY?/   cot  r  CAN 

&£T    VOU  ONE    IF  VOO  WANT.' 


^^^y<;rr^HAi\ 

^^^^    V    JOKES/  ) 


CONTINUED. 


HELP  WANTED 


SUMMER  CAMP  NORTH 
OF  MONTREAL: 

Hiring  instructors  for  in-line  skate  paric, 
high  ropes/climbing,  waterski,  wind- 
surf,  sailing,  canoeing,  kayaking,  swim, 
tennis,  basketball,  soccer,  gymnastics, 
archery,  football,  baseball,  pottery,  arts 
&  crafts,  beads/jewelry,  jazz  dance, 
electric  guitar,  drama  director,  female 
jr.  section  head,  and  nursing  students  to 
assist  camp  doctor,  www.mishmar.com, 
camp@mishmar.com 

INDUSTRY  SUMMER  TRAINING 
PROGRAM  FOR  UNDERGRADUATES 

Application  Deadline:  January  31,  2007. 
Participate  in  cutting-edge  arthritis 
research  in  an  industry  setting.  Salary; 
USD  $16-20/hr.  Airfare  and  initial  visa 
application  costs  are  covered.  For  more 
information  visit  www.arthritisnetwork.ca 

SUMMER  JOBS  FOR  MEDICAL  AND 
ALLIED  HEALTH  PROFESSIONALS 

Application  Deadline:  January  31, 2007. 
Work  with  a  researcher  conducting 
research/development  focused  on 
arthritis.  Successful  applicants  receive  a 
bursary  and  applicable  travel  expenses. 
Visit  www.arthritisnetwork.ca  for  more 
information. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


STUDENT  HOUSING  -  ST.  VLAD'S 
RESIDENCE  -  620  SPADINA  AVENUE 

Male  and  female  room  available  -  meal 
plan  included.  Please  call  416-923-3318 
or  drop  between  9  &  5  pm  -  Monday  thru 
Friday. 


TRAVEL 


READING  WEEK  IN  LONDON 

Make  this  the  best  break  ever!  549pp,  all 
accommodation,  breakfast  daily,  various 
sightseeing  tour/tickets,  free  drinks  night 
with  prizes,  free  London  guide  and  lots 
more.  Dates  available  for  17-24  February. 
Ring  1 800  340  9064;  sales@capital-toursltd. 
com;  www.capital-toursltd.com. 


FOR  SALE 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING 
EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

ON  CAMPUS  NOTARY  SERVICES: 

Certify  degree  certificates,  transcripts, 
diplomas;  sworn  affidavits,  etc.  229  Col- 
lege Street,  Unit  502.  Special  discount 
for  U  of  T  students.  647-290-4272. 


TUTORING 


GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)- 
785-8898. 


Advertise  in  tk  Varsity 

ads©thevarsity.ca 

416-946-7604 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 
the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 
DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


At  Trent  it  Pays  to  Pursue 
your  Graduate  Degree. 

Earn  up  to  $34,000*  for  your  Master's 
and  up  to  $78,500*  for  your  Ph.D. 

Learn  in  a  supportive,  collaborative  environment 
with  award-winning  faculty.  Trent  offers  a 
breathtaking  natural  environment  a  short 
distance  from  a  rich  and  vibrant  cultural  centre 
and  affordable  accommodation  in  downtown 
Peterborough,  Ontario. 


PROGRAMS:  Anthropology  M.A.  *  Applications  of  Modelling  /  Natural  & 
Social  Sciences  M.A.  /  M.Sc.  •  Canadian  Studies  and  Native  Studies  M.A. 

•  Canadian  Studies  Ph.D.  •  Cultural  Studies  Ph.D.+  •  English  M.A.+ 

•  History  M.A.'*'  •  Indigenous  Studies  Ph.D.  •  Materials  Science  M.Sc* 

•  Theory,  Culture  and  Politics  M.A.  •  Watershed  Ecosystems  Ph.D  /  M.Sc. 

•  Trent  /  Queen's  (various  disciplines)  Ph.D.  /  M.A.  /  M.Sc, 


■  Tul!  iunding  details  are 
posl«i  on  our  webatf 
Pending  OCGS  app»W3l 


TRENT  ® 

^  UNIVERSITY 


www.trentu.ca/graduatestu(lies 

1600  West  Bank  Drive,  r-eierborauKh,  Ontario  K9J  7BS 

(705)748-1011  x7245  1-888-739-8885 
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Time  to  quit? 

Smoke-hQoked  U  of  T  told  to  lose  its 

tobacco  stocks  //  Story,  page  4 


Nicotm^g^Eulent's  perfect  drug 

//  COMME^Page  9 

Cigarettein^ive^l>len  stronger:  study 

//SCIENCE,  page  15 
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HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Wc$t  Enlranci;. 
EkwateSTTY 


Your  student  centre! 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1:30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  With  student  elections  around  the  cor- 
ner, find  out  about  the  organizations  &  boards  that 

represent  students  in  decision-making  at  UofT. 
Drop  in  for  coffee  &.  cookies,  meet  new  people  and 

find  out  how  you  can  get  involved  on  campus. 


LUXURY  4  LIFE 

For  $5,  discover  the  culture  and  foods  of  Ethiopia  and 

experience  an  Ethiopian  coffee  ceremony. 
January  24th  from  I  lAM-IPM  in  the  Debates  Roon]. 


DIASPORA  DIALOGUES 

Winners  of  Diaspora  Dialogues  read  tlieir  works. 
Stories  from  first  and  second  generation  Canadians 
January  25th.  In  Hart  House  Ubray.  Free! 


READING  SERIES 

Maggie  MacDonaid 

Maggie  will  be  performing  from  her  rock  opera 
'The  Rat  King' 
Friday, January  26th. 
In  the  Han  House  Ubrary  at  6:30PM.  Free! 


JAZZ  @  OSCARS 

Jazz  saxophonist  Charlie  Finlay  brings  his 
Quartet  to  Hart  House  for  a  Night  of 
Organic  Improvisation. 
January  26th.  9:00PM 
Free  Concert/ 


INTHE  JUSTINA  M. 
BARNICKE  GALLERY 

Ludmila  Armata:  Fragments  of  the  Unknown 
and  Daniel  Barkley:  Selected  Works 

Runs  until  February  8th. 


HART  HOUSE  ELECTIONS 

Take  Charge!  Be  the  fun  on  campus! 
Be  the  difference! 
YOU  ARE  MOST  WANTED 

Look  across  the  page  to  find  out  how. 


For  more  Hart  House 
events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 


Area  studies  funding  scarce:  students 

Student  groups  feel  that  area  studies  at  U  of  T  have  been  left  out  in  the 
cold,  REHAANA  MANEK  writes 


When  the  Tamil  Students'  As- 
sociation lobbied  to  have  a 
Tamil  language  course  set 
up  at  U  of  T  in  2005,  they  were  told  to 
turn  to  Toronto's  Tamil  community 
for  funding. 

Fortunately,  finding  community 
funding  went  well  and  the  course 
went  ahead  that  summer,  said  Ash- 
win  Balamohan  a  former  TSA  ex- 
ecutive who  is  now  VP  university  af- 
fairs at  the  Students'  Administrative 
Council. 

"But  it  shouldn't  have  happened,  it 
shouldn't  be  necessary."  Balamohan 
complains  about  having  to  find  ex- 
ternal funding. 

"The  problem  is  how  the  system 
is  set  up.  Everyone  passes  the  buck 
on  to  someone  else.  South  Asian 
Studies  say  New  College  doesn't 
give  them  enough  money.  New  Col- 
lege said  Arts  &  Science  doesn't  give 
them  enough  money.  This  goes  [up 
to]  the  federal  government." 

According  to  Balamohan,  sustain- 
ing a  diverse  range  of  programs,  in- 
cluding area  studies,  is  not  a  priority 
for  the  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science. 

"It's  been  no  one's  priority  to  pro- 
mote diversity  in  critical  perspec- 
tives, including  area  studies,  at  the 
postsecondary  level.  I  would  like  to 
see  it  stop  being  neglected,"  Balamo- 
han said. 

This  case  illustrates  the  wider  is- 
sue, facing  area  studies  departments 
at  U  of  T.  Students  are  told  to  ex- 
pect a  world-class  education,  that 
will  prepare  them  to  be  world-class 
citizens  with  critical  minds.  But  the 
entrenched,  traditional  ideas  about 
what  constitutes  a  good  education 
haven't  changed  enough  in  a  few  de- 
cades, student  groups  say. 

They  charge  that  disciplines  such 
as  African  Studies,  South  Asian  Stud- 
ies, and  Caribbean  Studies  are  un- 
derfunded, generally  ignored,  and 
given  little  importance  within  U  of  T. 
They  see  the  TSA  having  to  turn  to 
the  GTA's  Tamil  community  to  find 
funding  as  just  another  example. 

To  Professor  Kanishka  Goonewar- 
dena,  the  head  of  South  Asian  Stud- 
ies,  one  nf  the  most  striking  prnh- 


lems  with  area  studies  departments 
at  U  of  T  is  how  some  have  much  bet- 
ter funded  and  developed  programs 
than  others. 

"For  example,  the  Centre  for  the 
Study  of  the  United  States  (CSUS) 
has  a  budget  that  is  several  times 
more  than  the  combined  budget  of 
African,  South  Asian,  and  Caribbe- 
an studies,"  Goonewardena  noted. 
Characterizing  U  of  T's  teaching  and 
administration  as  communal  and 
Eurocentric,  Goonewardena  ques- 
tioned the  dogma  behind  the  struc- 
ture of  the  faculty  of  Arts  &  Science. 

"The  traditional  academic  disci- 
plines in  the  humanities  and  the  so- 
cial sciences,  all  of  which  have  very 
Eurocentric  roots,  are  much  better 
funded  [than  the  nontraditional 
area  studies].  The  reasons  for  such 
'uneven  development'  are ...  immedi- 
ately very  political." 

Professor  Naisargi  Dave,  of  the  de- 
partment of  anthropology,  agreed. 
"I  think  part  of  the  problem  is  that 
there  are  certain  kinds  of  assump- 
tions in  place  about  where  the  cen- 
tres of  knowledge  are." 

Dave  said  that  student  movements 
are  the  key  to  overthrowing  such  as- 
sumptions.At  the  moment,  several 
such  movements  seem  to  be  gather- 
ing momentum  at  U  of  T. 

Student  activists  from  the  Arts  and 
Science  Students  Union,  the  South 
Asian  Studies  Students'  Association, 
the  African  Studies  Initiative,  Asso- 
ciation of  Political  Science  Students, 
and  Women  and  Gender  Studies  Stu- 
dents' Union,  have  come  together  to 
create  the  Critical  Area  Studies  Col- 
lective (CASC),  and  are  working  to- 
ward increased  intellectual  rigour  in 
Arts  &  Science. 

Corey  McPherson,  a  member  of  the 
African  Studies  Initiative,  comment- 
ed on  the  need  for  change.  "The  stu- 
dents who  take  education  seriously 
are  frustrated,"  he  said.  McPherson 
identified  three  problems  plaguing 
area  studies  departments:  the  lack  of 
core  courses,  the  difficulty  of  expan- 
sion, and  above  all  the  prevalence  of 
courses  taught  by  sessional  instruc- 
tnrs  instead  nf  rigourniisly-vetted 


the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


THE  UNIVERSITY  PROFESSOR 

LECTURE  SERIES 

ATTHE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 
2006-2007 


A  Neural  Network  That 
Learns  to  See 


Geoffrey  E.  Hinton 

Department  of  Computer  Science 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 


Tuesday,  January  30,  2007 
7:30  pm 

George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  15  Devonshire  Place 

FREE  ADMISSION  •  GENERAL  SEATING  •  DOORS  OPEN  AT  6:30  P.M. 
For  more  information,  visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca  or  call  (416)  946-5937. 


FACULTY 
'/AKiSliC 


Tlie  Uiiiverjity  Prolatior  Lecture  Seriei  Is  presenied  by  the  GLOBAL 
GlotKil  Knowledge  Foundation  and  sponsored  by  the  KNOWLE DGE 

Faculty  of  Arts  aii<J  Science  and  the  fclderwood  l-oundation.  FOUND^/vrfON 


professors  writh  superior  qualifica- 
tions.African  Studies,  for  instance, 
has  two  core  faculty  members,  and 
no  independent  resources  or  hiring 
capabilities. 

"Students  think,  let's  take  a  lan- 
guage course,  I  want  to  learn  how  to 
speak  like  an  African,"  said  McPher- 
son. "[But]  then  I  don't  know  who 
speaks  it  or  where  they  come  from. 
I  don't  know  the  people  or  the  poli- 
tics, but  1  can  say  'How  are  you'  and 
'Where  is  the  washroom.'"  Students 
like  McPherson  feel  a  sense  of  de- 
spair. "It  just  seems  that  we  are 
pushing  against  so  much  resistance 
to  updating  the  program." 

Siham  Rayale,  VP  of  the  Associa- 
tion of  Political  Science  Students, 
said  area  studies  at  U  of  T  lag  far 
behind  other  schools.  "You  talk  to 
someone  who  studies  Africa  at  an- 
other university  and  you  begin  to 
realize  that  you  can't  even  hold  a 
conversation  with  them,  let  alone  a 
debate." 

Concerned  students  are  insecure 
about  their  future  in  a  world  they 
feel  they  know  little  about,  and 
worry  that  they  are  not  adequately 
qualified  for  graduate  education  or 
the  job  market,  where  flexible  and 
critical  minds  are  required.  Viewing 
the  world  from  a  Eurocentric  per- 
spective, say  some,  places  students 
in  an  intellectual  bubble  and  hinders 
creative  collaboration. 

"This  not  a  question  of  skin  colour 
or  identity.  It's  not  because  I'm  South 
Asian  that  South  Asian  Studies  is 
going  to  be  important  to  me,"  said 
ASSU  President  Noaman  Ali.  "South 
Asian  Studies  is  important  because 
it's  part  of  this  world.  You  want  to 
study  something  for  the  sake  of  intel- 
lectual rigour." 

Diverse  voices  agree  that  now  is 
a  good  moment  for  change  in  U  of 
T's  area  studies  departments.  New 
College  President  Rick  Halpern  en- 
couraged organizations  like  CASC  to 
push  the  university  to  improve  their 
programs. 

"Given  President  Naylor's  empha- 
sis on  the  student  experience,  if  we 
have  students  speaking  articulately, 
loudly  and  consistently,  we'll  get 
there  sooner  rather  than  later."  With 
Arts  &  Science  currently  reviewing 
its  curricula.  South  Asian  Studies 

SEE  AREA  STUDIES'  -  NEXT  PAGE 
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//  TVO'S  QUEST  FOR  THE  BEST:  WEEK  3 


English  prof  Nick  IVIount  wouldn't  say  what  aspect  of  Lolita  his  TVO  lecture  on  Saturday  will  focus  on.  Catch  him  this  weekend  at  4  p.m. 

For  iPod  generation,  English 
class  with  a  soundtrack 


Ben  Spurr 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Nick  Mount's  first-year  English  class 
has  a  playlist,  and  his  students  can 
make  requests  through  his  website. 

"What's  weird  is  that  they  ask  for 
all  this  stuff  from  the  70s,  and  I'm  like 
'Have  you  heard  of  this  new  band?'" 

Mount  is  the  affable  teacher  of  the 
popular  first-year  English  course 
"Literature  for  Our  Time."  The  class 
is  so  huge  it  fills  both  levels  of  the 
Isabel  Bader  Theatre,  but  he  isn't 
daunted  by  the  size  of  his  audience. 
For  Mount,  a  finalist  in  TVO's  best 
lecturer  competition,  lecturing  is  a 
labour  of  love. 

"Lecturing  is  what  1  came  here  to 
do,"  he  said.  "Sure,  I  have  bad  days, 
bad  classes,  but  1  love  what  I  do.  You 


'AREA  STUDIES'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

Students'  Association  President  Pre- 
ethy  Sivakumar  agrees  that  now  is 
the  best  time  to  drum  up  the  admin's 
support.  "If  the  Dean  of  Arts  &  Sci- 
ence and  the  rest  of  the  administra- 
tion are  serious,  they  cannot  ignore 
our  efforts."  Sivakumar  is  campaign- 
ing for  consistent  support,  course 
list  expansion,  and  the  resources  to 
improve  intellectual  quality  in  her 
department. 

"1  see  a  few  courses  in  political  sci- 
ence, for  example,  engaging  colonial- 
ism or  the  Third  World,  but  it's  just 
not  intellectually  rigorous  enough," 
she  complains. 

Speaking  to  these  criticisms  Arts 
&  Science  dean  Pekka  Sinervo  said 
that  area  studies  programs  are  not  a 
low  priority.  "Area  studies  programs 
vary  in  size,  and  therefore  vary  in 
terms  of  the  amount  of  resources  al- 
located to  them." 

Meanwhile,  those  heading  the  be- 
leaguered departments  are  thinking 
big.  "I  have  no  interest  in  running 
something  small,"  said  Caribbean 
Studies  director  Alissa  Trotz.  "I  have 
an  interest  in  growing  this  program 
and  making  it  something  that  really 
contributes  not  just  to  the  students 
in  the  program  but  to  the  intellectual 
life  of  the  university  as  a  whole." 


have  to." 

It  also  helps  that  he  understands 
how  difficult  it  can  be  for  students  to 
listen  to  profs  talk  for  hours  on  end. 
"I  myself  find  it  hard  to  pay  attention 
to  most  lectures  or  scholarly  papers 
for  longer  than  about  fifteen  min- 
utes," he  said,  "so  I'm  acutely  aware 
of  drifting  attention  spans." 

During  breaks,  Mount,  a  barroom 
DJ  in  the  80s,  keeps  students  inter- 
ested by  playing  pop  songs  inspired 
by  some  of  the  works  they  read  for 
class. 

According  to  Mount,  the  secret 
to  good  lecturing  isn't  flashy  visual 
aids  or  entertaining  jokes — although 
they  do  come  in  handy — but  simply 
hard  work. 

"I  spend  what's  probably  a  ridicu- 
lous amount  of  time  thinking  about 


lectures,"  he  said,  "their  structure, 
their  content,  how  to  convey  diffi- 
cult ideas  in  the  clearest  and  most 
engaging  way  possible." 

While  the  winning  prof  in  TVO's 
Great  Lecturer  competition  only 
gets  bragging  rights,  the  winner's 
university  gets  a  $10,000  scholar- 
ship from  TVO. 

"Given  that  the  only  other  prize 
I've  won  in  my  life  was  a  string  art 
project  at  a  school  raffle  when  I  was 
12,  [1  feel]  pretty  damn  good.  I  am 
grateful  and  honored  that  students 
would  take  the  time  to  nominate 
me,"  Mount  said. 

Mount's  lecture  airs  4  p.m.  this 
Sat  and  Sun.  on  TVO.  Viewers  can 
then  vote  online  for  that  week's 
contestants,  at  www.tvo.org 


camh 

Centre  for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health 
Centre  de  toxicomanie  et  de  sante  mentale 

Healthy  Participants  Needed 

Purpose  of  the  study:  We  are  currently  seeking 
healthy  volunteers  to  take  part  in  a  study  that  will 
help  develop  an  experiment  to  better  understand 
how  people  learn  a  new  language. 
What  is  involved  in  the  study:  The  study  will  be 
conducted  at  the  Centre  for  Addiction  and  Mental 
Health  and  will  involve  listening  to  words  and  then 
spelling  them.  It  will  take  approx.  2  hrs.  Participants 
will  receive  financial  compensation  for  their  time. 

Participation:  Healthy  adults  18  —  50  years  old. 
Additionally,  the  following  criteria  must  be  met: 

►Be  native  English  speakers  and  have  been  raised 
in  Canada. 

►Have  no  history  of  psychiatric  or  neurological 
illness. 

►Competent  to  provide  informed  consent. 

To  find  out  more  please  contact: 
Heidi:  416-535-8501  ext,  6412. 


Lead  the  charge  at 
YOUR  STUDENT  CENTRE 

HART  HOUSE 
ELECTIONS 
2007-2008 

Put  your  name  forward  for  one 
of  10  student-run  committees 

Art  •  Debates  •  Farm 
Finance  •  House 
Literary  &  Library  •  Music 
Recreational  Athletics 
Social  Justice  •  Theatre 

Learn  while  you  lead . . . 
. . .  enjoy  the  experience! 
It  won't  look  bad  on  your  resume  either! 


NOMINATIONS 

Open  -  Wednesday,  Jan.  17th  at  noon 
Close  -  Friday,  Feb.  7th  at  noon 

VOTING 

Wednesday  &  Thursday, 
February  14th  &15th 


Elections  guides  and  nominations  forms 

are  available  at: 
St.  George:  Hart  House  Hall  Porters  Desk 
Mississauga:  Info  Desk   Student  Centre 
Scarborough:  Student  Centre  -  Office  of 
Student  Affairs  (SL157) 

FOR  INFORMATION  GO  TO: 

www.harthouse.ca 
What's  on  -  2007-08  Elections 
or  E-mail:  laney.marshal!@utoronto.ca 
or  Call:  416.978.2452 

HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

416.978.2452  www.harthouse.utoronto.ca 


W«t  Entrance, 
tlevatorSTTY 


fpndDesigni 

-  the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 
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Break  away  from  the  crowd  with  an 
alternative  Spring  Break  Experience 


Enjoy  our  Shopping  Package 

•  Three  Night  accommodations 

•  Full  Buffet  Breakfast  each  morning 

•  $50  Gift  Card  to  the  Mall  of  America' 
(No  taxss  cwi  Qlothing  and  footwear) 

•  free  shuttle  service  to  rfie  MQA* 


CROWNE  PLAZA 

MINNEAPOLIS 
AIRPORT  WEST 


USD  $269.00 

View  our  hotel  online  at  hftp:// www.cpmsp.com 
Call  us  of  952-831  -8000  or  book  online  at  www.crowneplaza.com 

This  package  is  valid  from  Februory  1 9,  2007  to  April  6,  2007  •  Subject  to 
applicable  taxes  •  Valid  for  2  people  poi  room  •  One  gift  card  per  package 
paid.  Given  at  check-in  •  Advance  reservations  required 


Canada  Law  from  Abroad 

U.K.  International  Education  Bridge  to 
LLBs  &  LLMs  At  Top  Tier  University, 
Queen  iViary,  University  of  London 

Three-year  L.L.B.  for  students  with  high  school  diplomas 
or  any  university 
Two  year  advanced  LL.B.for  baccalaureate  graduates 
No  LSAT-No  LNAT 
Specialised  &  General  LLMs 
Ontario  Fair  Access  to  Regulated  Professions 

Register  for  an  infornnation  session  -  Events  &  Happenings  page 
www.canadalawfromabroad.com 


Queen  Mary 


SCHOOL  OF  LAW 


http://www.qmul.ac.uk/law/ 


Residence  Donships  available  at 
Victoria  University  for  September  2007 

Vlctoiia  University  runs  one  of  the  largest  residence  operations  on  the 
St.  George  campus.  Residence  Donships  are  available  for  third  and 
fourth  year  Victoria  College  students,  graduate  students  and  students 
in  equivalent  professional  programs.  A  Donship  at  Vic  will  give  you 
the  opportunity  to  live  and  work  in  a  supportive  and  congenial 
environment  and  will  help  ease  the  high  cost  of  university  studies.  We 
are  looking  for  excellent  communicators  who  are  flexible,  committed 
and  who  enjoy  working  with  and  helping  other  students.  For  more 
information  contact: 

Office  of  the  Dean  of  Students,  Victoria  University 
140  Charles  St.  West,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1K9 
Phone:  (416)  585-4494,  Email:  vic.dean@utoronto.ca 

Applications  are  also  available  on  line: 
http:/Awww.vicu.utoronto.ca/EnqlisFt/Donships.html 

APPLICATION  DEADLINE:  4:30pm,  Friday,  February  2""  ,  2007 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want  to 

breaksome 

boundaries" 


Meet  Sanjay. 

To  get  the  practical  knowledge  and  real  world  experience 
to  help  him  go  global,  Sanjay  earned  his  Postgraduate 
Certificate  from  Number  in  Intemational  Marketing  in  only 
2  semesters.  He  now  works  as  Director  of  Marketing  for  a 
major  Multinational  Food  Services  Management  company. 
We  think  he's  going  places. 
International  Marketing,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


Tobacco  stocks  slammed 

Student  group  wants  U  of  T  to  stamp  out  its  tobacco  investments. 
NAUSHAD  ALI  HUSEIN  reports 


//SMOKIN'  STOCKS 

Since  2000,  the  University  of  Toronto 
Asset  Management  Corporation  has 
handled  the  university's  investments, 
which  include  a  pension  plan  and  $2.4- 
billion  worth  of  stocks.  Of  those,  $10.5 
million  are  in  the  following  companies: 


Name:  Japan  Tobacco  (Camel,  Vir-    U  of  T  holdings:  $4.5  milHon 
ginia  Slims,  Mild  Seven)  Note:  Altria  (formerly  Philip  Mor- 

U  of  T  holdings:  $4.6  million  ris)  owns  Kraft  Foods 


Name:  Altria  Group  (Marlboro,  Ben- 
son <&  Hedges,  Parliament) 


Name:  Rothmans  Inc. 
U  of  T  holdings:  $1.4  million 


Tyler  Ward  finds  a  certain  irony 
in  the  fact  that  U  of  T,  a  train- 
ing ground  for  future  doctors, 
pharmacists,  and  nurses,  holds 
more  than  $10  million  in  tobacco 
stock. 

"U  of  T  as  an  institution  is  sup- 
posed to  be  promoting  healthy 
lifestyles,"  said  the  third-year  poll 
sci  student,  who  heads  E-BUTT,  a 
campus  tobacco  control  group.  The 
group  wants  the  university  to  butt 
out  of  its  tobacco  investments. 

According  to  Ward:  "There  is  no 
rational  explanation  for  investing  in 
tobacco."  Except,  he  said,  to  gener- 
ate a  profit. 

As  of  the  end  of  2005,  U  of  T  had 
holdings  worth  $10.5  million  in  three 
major  tobacco  companies,  makers 
of  some  of  the  best-known  cigarette 
brands,  such  as  Camel,  Marlboro, 
and  Rothmans. 

In  a  petition  submitted  to  U  of  T 
President  David  Naylor  last  month, 
E-BUTT  asked  that  the  university 
cut  its  investments  in  the  industry, 


and  make  a  policy  amendment  ban- 
ning future  investment  in  such  mor- 
ally questionable  industries. 

The  E-BUTT  report  argued  that 
the  investments  are  contradictory 
to  U  of  T's  investment  policy,  which 
accepts  the  Yale  University  concept 
of  social  injury  as  a  criterion  for  bas- 
ing initiatives.  It  lists  28  other  North 
American  universities,  including  the 
likes  of  Brown  University,  U  Penn, 
Harvard  and  Stanford,  that  have  di- 
vested their  tobacco  industry  stock. 

"It  is  unacceptable  that  the  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto  would  attempt  to 
profit  from  an  industry  that  manu- 
factures products  that  addict  chil- 
dren and  inflict  unparalleled  levels 
of  harm  at  both  an  individual  and  a 
societal  level,  in  Canada  and  glob- 
ally," said  the  report. 

Matthew  Click  from  the  U  of  T- 
based  Responsible  Investment 
Working  Group,  said  that  tobacco 
investments  are  unwise  even  from  a 
financial  perspective. 

"The  tobacco  industry  is  one  that 


faces  a  lot  of  litigation,  and  one 
whose  political  situation  is  liable  to 
falter,"  he  explained.  "So,  besides 
being  morally  questionable,  the  in- 
vestments are  financially  unstable." 

Click's  group  held  a  conference 
last  Friday,  aimed  at  reforming  the 
University's  investment  policies  he 
calls  "arcane  and  not  structured  in 
a  way  that  is  helpful  for  addressing 
the  students'  concerns  or  possible 
dangers." 

The  conference  was  timed  to  coin- 
cide with  the  start  of  National  Non- 
Smoking  Week,  which  runs  from  Jan. 
21  to  Jan.  27. 

An  advisory  committee  chaired 
by  Catherine  Riggall,  VP  of  business 
affairs,  has  been  formed  to  investi- 
gate the  divestment.  The  group  is 
still  deliberating  the  issue  and  had 
not  yet  presented  their  findings. 

Ward  feels  that  the  committee  is 
dragging  its  feet. 

"The  VP  of  business  affairs  told 

SEE  'TOBACCO' -NEXT PAGE 


//CRIME  BRIEFS:  DEC.  29 -JAN.  19 


Cold  snap,  holidays,  reduce  campus  crime 


Forty  incidents  were  formally 
reported  to  the  University  of  To- 
ronto campus  police  in  the  previous 
month,  a  decline  in  numbers  from 
the  last  monitored  period.  This  is 
possibly  due  to  an  overall  lack  of 
campus  activity  during  the  holiday 
closure.  The  majority  of  the  calls 
dealt  with  thefts  (13),  breaking  and 
entering  or  vandalism  incidents 
(10),  and  unwanted  or  trespassing 
persons  (8). 

Wallets  and  other  personal  items 


were  popular  targets  for  theft,  as 
usual.  Hart  House  and  Robarts  had 
two  items  stolen  from  them,  with 
the  remainder  of  the  thefts  occur- 
ring in  various  campus  buildings 
and  the  OISE  garage.  Lost  keys  were 
an  uncharacteristically  common  re- 
port this  month,  with  five  individu- 
als losing  their  access  fobs  to  vari- 
ous campus  buildings.  One  of  these 
individuals  had  a  purse  stolen  con- 
taining one  of  the  fobs. 
Odd  reports  this  month  included 


a  liquor  complaint  at  Hart  House  on 
the  10th,  when  an  intoxicated  man 
caused  a  disturbance  in  the  lobby 
before  being  released  by  police  into 
the  care  of  a  friend. 

And  finally,  there's  the  case  of  a 
criminal  who  went  to  the  trouble  of 
breaking  the  locking  mechanism  on 
a  vending  machine  at  40  St.  George 
St.,  only  to  remove  one  bottle  of  pop 
and  leave  the  rest  behind.  Perhaps 
she  or  he  was  just  a  little  thirsty. 
-AMY  SMITHERS 
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LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 
Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
Simulated  Practice  Exams 
Free  Repeat  Policy 
Personal  Tutoring  Available 
Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 
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Campus 
Students' 
Union 


University  of  Toronto 

SPRING  ELECTIONS  2007 

President  &  CEO 
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VP  External 
VP  Students  &  Equity 

NsRiliidBisciase: 
Frttfay,Jai.2ltli5ra 

veriNe 
Wednesday  &Tliarsday 
febni8ry14th&l5Ui 

FMINFIIUriSIGOTS: 

littii://www,sc$u.ca 
E-ntaii:Mons@scsu.ca 


Ijli"  H  U  M  B  E  R  Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 

The  BusiHttii,  School  VisIt  US  Bt  www.business.humber.ca  i 


news@thevarsity.ca 


VARSITY  NEWS 


TUESDAY,  JANUARY  23, 2007  5 


Write  for  News! 


Come  out  to  meet  the  players  who  put  together  your  campus  paper.  | 
Learn  how  to  get  involved  on  our  staff  of  writers,  or  how  to  have  your  say  | 
in  the  running  of  the  paper.  J 


WHEN:  Tuesday,  Jan.  23,  at  6  p.m.  &  Thursday,  Jan.  25,  at  5  p.m. 
WHERE:  second  floor  of  Sussex  Club  House,  21  Sussex  Ave.,  behind 
Robarts  Library 


TAKE  THAT,  ROTHMANS:  Tyler  Ward,  president  of  campus  tobacco  control  group  E-BUTT,  wants  U  of  T  to  dump  its  tobacco  stocks. 


'TOBACCO'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

me  via  email  in  Nov.  2006  her  com- 
mittee would  finish  their  findings 
before  Christmas,"  he  said. 

"Obviously  that  did  not  happen. 
She  also  told  me  in  a  meeting  in  Oct. 
2006  that  she  thought  Naylor  should 
reach  a  decision  around  May  2007." 

Administration  spokesperson 
Rata  Pocius  denied  that  the  advi- 
sory committee  committed  itself  to 
any  sort  of  timeline.  "At  this  time 
the  advisory  committee  is  in  the 
process  of  reviewing  and  finalizing 
its  findings  before  it  submits  the 
recommendation  [to  President  Nay- 
lor]." 

The  president  will  then  decide  on 


a  course  of  action  based  on  the  com- 
mittee's findings,  Pocius  said. 

Riggall  acknowledged  E-BUTT's 
petition  in  an  email.  "In  address- 
ing concerns  about  tobacco-related 
companies,  we  shall  need  to  con- 
sider a  range  of  issues,"  she  com- 
mented in  the  letter. 

Riggall  said  the  divestment  com- 
mittee must  consider  whether  the 
university  would  be  setting  any  ad- 
verse precedents  by  limiting  invest- 
ments in  tobacco-related  enterpris- 
es for  social  reasons,  since  tobacco 
is  available  in  many  forms. 

The  committee  would  also  have  to 
decide  whether  a  potential  ban  on 
tobacco  investments  would  extend 
to  companies  involved  in  any  and 


all  forms  of  tobacco  products,  she 
wrote,  and  what  the  percentage  of  a 
company's  income  must  be  derived 
from  tobacco  products  in  order  for 
it  to  be  deemed  a  tobacco  company. 

Ward  did  not  share  Riggall's  nu- 
anced  view  of  the  tobacco  industry. 
"1  find  it  disgusting  that  an  industry 
is  selling  products  that  will  kill  50 
per  cent  of  its  users,"  he  said. 

Yearly,  an  estimated  47,000  Ca- 
nadians die  from  smoking-related 
complications.  Cigarettes  are  the 
leading  cause  of  preventable  deaths 
in  the  country,  according  to  a  Health 
Canada  report  from  2005,  and  sec- 
ond-hand smoke  is  the  third-lead- 
ing cause,  killing  8,800  Canadians  a 
year. 


.  curope 


For  further  information  about  the 
Young  Journalist  Award 
Contact:  (613)238-6464 
info@eucanyja.ca 
www.eucanyja.ca 


Firetrap  •  Bench  •  Kangaroos  •  Elle 
•  Goldigga  •  Wolverine  ♦  Full  Circle 

•  Hooch  •  Nevada  •  Super  Dry 
Tommy  Hilf iger  •  Benetton  Handbags 


421  SPADINA  AVENUE  (South  of  College) 

MON-FRI10-7  .  SAT  10-6  •  SUN  12-5 
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Teach  English 
Overseas 

IT 

>  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 
Classroom  Management  Techniques 
Detailed  Lesson  Planning 
Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 
4  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 
Teacher  Placement  Service 
Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 
Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

J  Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-924-3240I1-8007J9-17J9 
www.oxfordseminars.com 


'Angry  Arab':  Lebanon  was 
attacked  at  Americans'  behest 


Noaman  AN 


As'ad  AbuKhalil  is  a  professor  of  political  science  at 
California  State  University,  Stanislaus  and  University  of 
California,  Berkeley.  He  is  widely  known  as  the  Angry 
Arab,  after  his  blog  of  the  same  name  (http://angryar- 
ab.blogspot.com),  where  he  comments  on  politics  in 
the  Middle  East  and  beyond.  At  Ryerson  University  last 
week,  AbuKhalil  took  questions  from  The  Varsity  about 
the  causes  and  consequences  of  Israel's  campaign 
against  Lebanon  last  summer. 

Hizbullah  walked  into  Israel  and  kidnapped  two  soldiers  and  killed 
several  others.  Is  this  not  a  clear  cause  and  provocation  for  a  just 
war? 

If  it  is,  then  the  Lebanese  have  11,782  pretexts  be- 
cause Israel,  since  2000,  has  crossed  the  Blue  Line  [the 
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Club  Crawl  2007 


PROBE  50+  Campus  Groups 
INSPECT  the  Club  House 
SOLVE  the  Case 


ste  the  food,  participate  in  the  competition, 
and  win  great  prizes! 


te:  Thursday,  January  25th,  2007 
e:  3:00  pm  -  6:00  pm 
ocation:  21  Sussex  Ave. 

Sussex  Club  House 


border  between  Israel  and  Lebanon]  11,782  times.  So 
if  we  want  to  use  that  logic,  those  who  support  Israel's 
right  to  launch  a  war  on  Lebanon  based  on  that  pretext, 
should,  logically  speaking,  follow  the  conclusion  ...  that 
Lebanon  should  have  fought  11,782  wars  on  Israel. 

But  do  the  Israelis  kill  and  kidnap? 

Absolutely,  they  do.  Not  only,  worse  ...  I'm  from  the 
city  of  Tyre  in  South  Lebanon — last  year  alone  they  kid- 
napped a  fisherman  from  the  city  of  Tyre,  he  still  hasn't 
been  returned,  and  they  also  killed  a  shepherd.  And 
these  things  are  very  regular. 

So  what  is  the  cause  of  the  war? 

It  is  very  clear  that  the  Israelis  have  been  wanting  to 
take  a  large-scale  operation  in  Lebanon  at  their  own 
behest,  and  at  the  behest  of  the  Americans  in  order  to 
hopefully  achieve  for  Bush  a  vic- 
tory that  has  long  eluded  him  in 
Iraq. 

Then  why  did  Hizbullah  give  them  a  prov- 
ocation? 

Lebanon  is  in  state  of  war  with 
Israel  and  Israel  still  occupies 
Lebanese  territory,  and  under  in- 
ternational law  the  Lebanese  are 
entitled,  Hizbullah  and  others — 
As'ad  AbuKhalil 

But  according  to  international  law,  the 
Shebaa  Farms  are  not  part  of  Lebanon. 

That's  not  true.  International  law  doesn't  take  a 
stand,  as  much  as  the  U.S.  State  Department  and  West- 
ern press  and  the  Secretary-General  of  the  United  Na- 
tions try  to  claim  otherwise.  Countries  come  to  bilat- 
eral agreements  to  borders  and  then  deposit  them  at 
the  United  Nations.  It  does  not  take  a  stand  and  has 
absolutely  no  valid  juridical  opinion  on  where  borders 
should  reside. 

Hizbullah  is  a  non-state  actor — 

Hizbullah  is  a  non-state  actor;  however,  it  has  the  le- 
gitimacy of  state  because  the  Lebanese  Council  of  Min- 
isters, the  highest  executive  power  of  the  government 
of  Lebanon,  included  in  its  official  cabinet  statement 
endorsement  and  support  for  what  is  called  the  Resis- 
tance Movement  in  Lebanon,  in  reference  to  Hizbullah. 

Hizbullah  hides  among  civilians,  whereas  Israel  warns  the  popula- 
tion before  it  bombs  them. 

I  lived  through  various  stages  of  Israeli  wars  on  Leba- 
non, and  I  absolutely  never  once  in  my  life  have  heard 
warnings  by  Israeli  forces  before  they  bombed  us. 

Sometimes  they  send  symbolic  leaflets,  but  the  leaf- 
lets say  basically,  "you  have  to  leave  within  two  hours 
an  area  where  half  a  million  people  live."  This  is  not 
supposed  to  in  any  way  adhere  to  the  rules  of  war.  This 
is  only  intended  [for]  propaganda  purposes. 

Hizbullah  is  part  of  the  population.  The  people  are 
Hizbullah,  they  are  part  of  the  village.  When  they  say 
"hide  behind  civilians,"  what  do  they  mean  by  that? 
These  are  their  houses.  These  are  their  streets,  their 
alleys,  their  villages,  their  towns,  their  cities. 

Is  Hizbullah  a  terrorist  organization? 

I  don't  want  to  become  like  Arab-American  or  Arab- 
Canadian  organizations,  having  to  answer  to  the  termi- 
nology and  the  parameters  of  debate  set  by  the  Ameri- 
can government  and  media.  But  1  have  no  problem 
saying  that,  to  the  same  extent  that  American  warfare 
uses  methods  to  target  civilians,  yes,  Hizbullah  have 
used  methods  of  warfare  in  the  1980s  that  resulted  in 
the  harm  and  death  of  civilians — and  this  in  my  dic- 
tionary can  amount  to  terrorism — just  as  America's 
warfare  in  Iraq  has  been  terroristic. 

What  are  the  consequences  of  the  war  on  Lebanon? 

The  Lebanese  political  system  has  been  shattered  to  its 
foundations.  The  government  has  all  but  collapsed.  We 
can  also  expect  in  the  long  term  of  the  Arab-Israel  ques- 
tion some  significant  consequences.  The  vulnerability 
of  the  Israelis  has  been  exposed  to  all. 

I  think  many  Arabs  are  now  going  to  be  much  more 
firm  believers  of  the  righteousness  of  resistance  against 
Israel — not  in  the  form  of  the  bombast  of  Arab  regimes 
and  Yasser  Arafat — but  in  the  form  of  a  very  sustained, 
well-calculated,  calibrated  resistance  the  way  Hizbul- 
lah has  fought  in  south  Lebanon.  A  large  measure  of 
the  admiration  for  Hizbullah  is  not  based  on  admiration 
of  its  ideology — you  have  many  leftists  and  secularists 
who  have  good  things  to  say  about  Hizbullah — but  be- 
cause of  the  way  they  have  managed  their  resistance 
against  Israeli  occupation. 
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Satellite  campuses 
need  to  grow 

The  Council  of  Ontario  Univer- 
sities sets  standard  amounts  of 
space  per  student  that  universi- 
ties should  have  for  everything 
from  classrooms  to  cafeterias. 
Though  U  of  T  works  with  the 
standards,  VP  and  Provost  Vi- 
vek  Goel  said:  "sometimes  we 
have  to  bend  them."  Meeting 
COU  space  standards  would  re- 
quire huge  expansion. 

UTM,  whose  enrolment  has 
swollen  by  52  per  cent  since 
2000,  falls  23,000  square  metres 
short  of  COU  guidelines  for  insti- 
tutional space  alone  (not  count- 
ing recreational  and  residence 
areas).  The  suburban  campus 
hopes  to  add  4,000  square  me- 
tres of  facilities  to  its  sprawling 
property  by  2011. 

UTSC,  the  most  cramped  U 
of  T  campus,  also  has  the  least 
room  to  expand  into.  The  cam- 
pus had  budgeted  for  a  60  per 
cent  enrolment  surge,  and  got 
104  per  cent.  It  currently  has 
4.71  square  metres  per  student, 
barely  half  the  provincial  aver- 
age. 

Governing  Council's  new  fi- 
nancial and  real  estate  strate- 
gies aim  to  ease  the  crowding 
on  U  of  T's  campuses,  but  Cath- 
erine Riggall,  U  of  T's  VP  of  busi- 
ness affairs,  said  meeting  COU 
standards  is  unrealistic. 

"The  only  places  that  meet 
the  COU  guidelines  are  the  little 
schools  like  Trent  where  nobody 
really  wants  to  go,"  she  said. 
-ANDRE  BOVEE-BEGUN 


Amir  Manbachi  (centre)  and  Pegah  Rahimian  (right)  are  two  U  of  T  students  who  are  members  of  Chakavak,  a  Persian  classical  music  ensemble  who  performed  last  weekend. 


For  a  third-year  Engineering  Science  student. 
Amir  Manbachi's  work-life  balance  is  remark- 
ably even. 

Every  week,  Manbachi  and  a  half-dozen  other 
members  of  Chakavak,  a  Persian  classical  music 
ensemble,  practice  for  five  to  six  hours  at  his 
North  York  flat. 

"I  thought  the  amount  of  time  I  spent  there 
would  cause  my  marks  to  suffer,  but  my  marks 
actually  went  up,"  said  Manbachi,  who  immi- 
grated from  Iran  three  years  ago  to  enroll  in 
Canada's  toughest  engineering  program. 

Chakavak  played  two  well-received  shows  at 


the  Harborfront  Centre  last  Saturday. 

Manbachi's  brother,  Reza  Manbachi,  Cha- 
kavak's  composer,  founded  the  group  in  1998. 
Two  of  the  octet's  members  hail  from  U  of  T. 
Pegah  Rahimian,  a  life  science  student,  handles 
the  group's  publicity.  Other  members  hail  from 
York  and  McGill. 

The  group  came  together  by  chance,  Man- 
bachi said,  since  many  of  the  instruments  the 
group  plays  are  very  rare.  He  has  played  the 
tombak,  his  own  instrument,  since  he  was  a 
child. 

Chakavak's  performance  on  Saturday  was 


inspired  by  the  poems  of  Rumi,  a  13th-centu- 
ry Persian  philosopher,  theologian,  and  poet. 
UNESCO  declared  2007  the  International  Year  of 
Rumi,  and  so  Chakavak  is  hitting  the  road  with 
two  more  shows  next  month,  in  Ottawa  and 
Montreal,  to  spread  Rumi's  message  of  good- 
ness, charity,  and  peace. 

What  cheered  Manbachi  most  about  Satur- 
day's shows  was  the  large  non-Persian  element 
of  the  crowd. 

"They  started  clapping  along,  with  their  own 
rhythms  from  their  own  cultures,"  he  said. 
-MIKEGHENU 


The  Varsity  Student  Newspaper 

announces  and  hereby  invites  all  its  members  to  its 

Annual  Meeting 


(Tip:  if  you  are  a  full-time  student,  then  you  are  a  member  of  the  corporation.  Neat,  huh?) 

The  Varsity's  members  will  be  voting  whether  to  adopt  changes  in  its  by-laws.  Take  a  look  at  the  proposed  changes 
at  www.thevarsity.ca.  We  will  also  address  any  other  business  pertinent  to  the  corporation. 


The  meeting  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  January  25  at  6  p.m.  at  the  Varsity's  offices, 

located  inside  the  U  of  T  Sussex  Clubhouse  (21  Sussex  Ave.,  2nd  Floor). 


Hope  to  see  you  there! 
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HealthForceOntario 

HealthForceOntario.ca 


ith  HealthForceOntario xa,  ifs  never  been  easier 
for  nurses  to  find  the  right  job  in  Ontario, 


HealthForceOntario.ca  is  designed  to  help  you  get  the 
most  out  of  your  career.  Here  you'll  find  job  listings, 
opportunities  for  continuing  education,  information  on 


the  evolving  roles  for  today's  nurses  -  everything  you 
need  to  continue  being  a  key  member  of  the  team 
strengthening  health  care  in  Ontario. 


To  find  out  more,  visit  HealthForceOntario.ca  or  call  1-800-596-4046. 


Paid  for  by  the  Government  of  Ontario 
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Smoke  and  mirrors  hid  cig  stocks 


In  2004,  The  Varsity  published  a  re- 
port revealing  that,  despite  a  decade 
of  discontent  from  various  parties 
over  its  investment  of  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  tobacco  stocks,  the  University 
"of  Toronto  was  not  planning  to  quit 
anytime  soon.  Since  the  early  nine- 
ties, U  of  T  has  listened  to  its  inter- 
nal advisors,  who  counseled  it  to  put 
stock  performance  above  all  else. 

Now  a  student  group  has  said 
enough  is  enough,  demanding  that  U 
of  T  sell  its  $10.5  million  in  tobacco 
stocks,  an  investment  it  says  is  irre- 
sponsible and  unethical  (see  cover 
story).  But  will  this  pressure  be 
enough  to  get  us  to  butt  out? 

Certainly,  U  of  T  has  an  ethical  in- 
vestment policy,  but  it's  a  policy  that 
hasn't  been  dusted  off  in  a  long  time. 
It  was  used  only  once,  in  1988,  when 


►  EDITORIAL  < 

the  university  divested  from  South 
Africa  to  protest  apartheid.  Since 
then,  it  has  made  robust  investments 
in  weapons  manufacturers  such  as 
Raytheon  and  in  companies  who  de- 
velop genetically  engineered  crops, 
as  well  as  big  tobacco.  You'd  hardly 
think  ethics  were  much  of  a  consid- 
eration when  U  of  T  sat  down  with  its 
Wall  Street  Journal  and  chose  those 
doozies. 

Part  of  the  problem  is  that  U  of 
T's  ethics  policy  doesn't  proactively 
review  and  reject  stocks  that  are 
questionable  before  they're  chosen. 
Instead,  the  policy  is  entirely  depen- 
dent on  concerned  members  of  the 
community  speaking  up  and  com- 


plaining about  investments  they  find 
offensive. 

Putting  the  burden  on  others  does 
save  some  time  and  effort.  After  all, 
why  police  yourself  when  you  can 
rely  on  laypeople  to  do  it  for  you? 

In  2000,  however,  blowing  the 
whistle  got  a  teensy  bit  harder  when 
U  of  T  decided  to  stop  publishing  its 
list  of  investments.  It  had  just  out- 
sourced its  asset  management  to  a 
separate  corporation,  and  argued 
that  its  list  of  investments  was  pro- 
prietary, competitive  information 
that  could  not  be  shared  with  any- 
one, including  its  own  students.  Sud- 
denly, it  was  "We're  not  at  liberty  to 
share  that  information."  So  much  for 
transparency. 

Thankfully,  U  of  T  started  publish- 
ing this  list  again  sometime  in  the 


last  two  years,  seemingly  of  its  own 
accord.  (It  can  be  found  on  the  web- 
site of  University  of  Toronto  Asset 
Management,  the  company  formed 
to  look  after  its  investments.)  Ac- 
cording to  those  records,  its  invest- 
ment in  tobacco  is  many  times  larger 
than  it  was  in  September  1999. 

Campus  group  E-BUTT  is  now  cam- 
paigning on  the  basis  of  these  num- 
bers to  get  U  of  T  to  divest  from  to- 
bacco. In  response,  the  university  is 
doing  the  same  thing  it  did  in  1991 — 
setting  up  an  advisory  committee  to 
examine  the  issue.  But  don't  jump  for 
joy  just  yet.  Back  then,  its  committee 
advised  U  of  T  to  keep  its  stocks, 
even  going  so  far  as  to  recommend 
that  the  school  review  its  own  ethics 
policy  to  make  sure  it  didn't  interfere 
with  good  business  in  the  future. 


In  fact,  the  committee  is  already 
failing  to  deliver — although  it  as- 
sured E-BUTT  it  would  come  to  a 
decision  before  the  2006  holidays, 
as  of  today  it  still  has  yet  to  present 
its  findings.  They  seem  to  be  wasting 
time  by  splitting  hairs,  considering 
whether  dumping  tobacco  stocks 
would  unfairly  cut  out  tobacco  prod- 
ucts that  aren't  harmful.  But  besides 
the  illegal  Cuban  cigar  trade,  ciga- 
rettes are  the  only  form  of  tobacco 
you'd  want  to  invest  in  anyway,  so 
that  excuse  makes  no  sense. 

U  of  T  needs  to  stop  dithering  and 
start  listening  to  the  members  of  its 
community.  This  is  a  campus  that 
has  spearheaded  advances  in  the 
treatment  of  disease.  It  must  stamp 
out  the  addiction  to  smoke  stocks 
that  has  clouded  its  vision. 


Cancer  stick  no  savior 


Mayce  Al-Sukhni 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Here's  some  good  news  to  share  during  National 
Non-Smoking  Week:  according  to  a  recent  Health 
Canada  report,  Canadian  youth  are  smoking  less 
than  ever.  The  most  recent  figures,  from  2005, 
show  that  26  per  cent  of  those  20-24  years  old 
smoke — the  lowest  percentage  in  two  decades 
(and  two  per  cent  lower  than  the  2004  figure). 

This  shift  is  testament  to  the  effectiveness  of 
many  health  and  anti-tobacco  campaigns  that 
have  dramatically  increased  in  number  over  the 
past  few  decades. 

Of  course,  "smoking  less"  means  that  there  are 
still  youth  who  do  smoke.  In  fact,  those  between 
20  and  24  years  old  have  historically  had  the 
highest  smoking  rates  of  all  age  groups.  What 
is  it  about  this  stage  in  life  that  leads  people  to 
smoke?  Why  is  it  that,  at  a  time  when  people  of- 
ten are  working  through  their  last  leg  of  school- 
ing, they  are  also  attracted  to  those  little  white 
sticks? 

Perhaps  the  answer  is  in  the  question.  After 
all,  university  life  is  infamous  for  being  particu- 
larly taxing  and  nerve-wracking.  The  nicotine 
found  in  cigarettes  is  a  stimulant  that  increases 
the  alertness  and  mental  performance  of  the 
user.  At  the  same  time,  people  also  report  ex- 
periencing relaxing  effects  after  nicotine  use. 
Consequently,  when  cigarettes  provide  such 
positive  reinforcement  for  smokers,  it  is  defi- 
nitely difficult  to  consider  quitting.  For  a  smoker, 
a  cigarette  with  the  morning  coffee  can  seem 
like  a  great  way  to  face  that  9  a.m.  exam,  and  a 
couple  of  puffs  after  a  hard  day  can  be  incredibly 
soothing. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a  person  can  de- 
velop an  addiction  as  an  indirect  result  of  seek- 
ing stability  in  his  or  her  life.  As  detrimental  as 
it  may  sound,  smoking  places  users  in  a  state  of 
pseudo-control,  in  that  smokers  have  the  "pow- 


er" to  light  up  a  cigarette  when  they  wish  to. 

The  frenzied  lifestyle  of  the  typical  student — 
hectic  courseloads,  part-time  jobs,  extra-cur- 
ricular activities — can  often  leave  one  feeling 
drained  and  vulnerable.  Enter  the  cigarette;  en- 
ergy and  power  wrapped  up  in  a  neat  and  por- 
table package!  As  a  result,  the  harried  student 
finds  solace  in  smoking  and  is  less  likely  to  stop, 
even  if  he  or  she  understands  the  hazardous 
health  effects  of  the  cigarettes. 

Not  helping  the  situation  is  U  of  T's  embar- 
rassingly archaic  smoking  policy,  which  hasn't 
been  updated  in  ten  years.  Under  the  univer- 
sity policy,  smoking  areas  can  be  designated  in 
residences  or  campus  pubs.  But  the  Smoke-Free 
Ontario  Act  of  2005  strictly  prohibits  smoking  in 
any  public  place,  including  university  residenc- 
es and  pubs.  Obviously,  a  provincial  acts  trump 
any  outdated  university  document,  yet  our  uni- 
versity's neglect  to  revise  its  policy  reveals  its 
lax  and  unacceptable  approach  to  addressing 
the  significant  health  and  social  concern  that  is 
smoking  on  campus. 

Other  campuses  across  Canada  have  recog- 
nized the  importance  of  curbing  cigarette  use 
by  staff  and  students,  and  have  implemented 
various  strategies  to  do  just  that.  Many  schools, 
including  Ryerson,  Oshawa's  UOIT,  and  the  Uni- 
versity of  Calgary,  prohibit  smoking  within  set 
distances  of  building  entrances.  Dalhousie  Uni- 
versity has  the  admirable  distinction  of  being  the 
first  Canadian  university  to  declare  its  property, 
both  indoor  and  outdoor,  entirely  smoke-free. 
According  to  Casey  Beecroft,  Campus  Program 
Coordinator  of  the  student-run  Leave  the  Pack 
Behind,  studies  have  shown  that  where  such 
bans  exist,  the  quit  success  rates  increase. 

Holding  these  encouraging  developments  as 
examples,  it  is  not  too  late  for  Canada's  largest 
university  to  take  heed  and  make  some  serious 
changes  to  its  campus  policies  that  will  make 
smoking  a  less  attractive  option  for  students 


and  help  those  struggling  to  quit. 

In  spite  of  the  lack  of  action  by  U  of  T  admin, 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  on-campus  Support  for 
students,  including  Leave  the  Pack  Behind, 
which  provides  general  assistance  and  encour- 
agement for  smokers  considering  quitting,  and 
the  Nicotine  Dependence  Clinic  of  the  Centre 


for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health  (conveniently 
located  near  Spadina  and  College). 

With  the  support  of  smoking-cessation  pro- 
grams which  include  stress  reduction  and  life- 
style counseling,  students  certainly  can  kick  the 
habit,  so  to  speak.  And  that's  good  news  for  ev- 
eryone, smokers  and  non-smokers  alike. 


//aUOTABLE 

"DeLorenzo  came  up  with  the  idea  for  his  experiment  after  he  and  his  hancee 
?r^S%^4'      snded  up  breathless  and  glistening  with  sweat  after  virtually  pummeling  each 
other  in  the  Wii  Sports' tmxing game."  {Reuters) 

Mickey  DeLorenzo  lost  nine  pounds  in  six  weeks  simply  by  playing  sports 
games  on  the  new  Wii  gaming  system.  It's  nice  to  see  video  games  as  part 
of  the  solution  to  poor  fitness  habits  for  a  change  (the  Wii  even  reminds 
players  to  take  a  break  every  so  often  and  go  outside  for  some  fresh  air). 
And  as  DeLorenzo  and  his  fiancee  have  proven,  the  system  can  even  double  as  a 
cheap  form  of  couples  therapy — something  they  may  need  if  they  rely  on  playing  Wii  to 
end  up  "breathless  and  glistening  with  sweat." 
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Cross  the  floor  and  hope  to  win 


MPs  who  adopt  "parties  of  convenience"  ought  to  face  by-election 


Mathew  Katz 


We  live  in  a  country  of  partisan  politics 
where  drama  within  and  between  political 
parties  garners  almost  as  much  news  cov- 
erage as  the  politics  and  legislation  them- 
selves. In  elections,  Canadians  typically 
vote  not  merely  for  an  individual  as  a  mem- 
ber of  parliament,  but  for  the  political  party 
that  person  represents.  The  differences  be- 
tween Conservative,  Liberal,  NDP,  Bloc,  and 
Green  are  firmly  entrenched  in  the  minds  of 
the  Canadian  voter. 

Why  is  it,  then,  that  in  this  political  climate 
where  parties  are  everything,  MPs  can  move 
from  one  to  another  with  little  consultation 
with  their  constituency,  few  penalties,  and 
no  by-election? 

Recently,  Mississauga  MP  Wajid  Kahn 
fundamentally  changed  the  dynamic  of  our 
current  parliament  by  crossing  the  floor 
to  sit  on  the  benches  of  the  Conservative 
Party,  leaving  behind  the  Liberals  who  had 
brought  him  to  power.  While  it's  respectable 
that  Khan  is  principled  enough  to  stick  to 
his  guns  against  Stephane  Dion's  ultimatum 
regarding  Khan's  position  as  special  advisor 
to  the  prime  minister  on  the  Middle  East, 
he  betrayed  everyone  who  voted  for  him  by 
switching  to  the  party  they  voted  against. 

By  crossing  the  floor.  Khan  broke  his  most 
fundamental  election  promise — his  promise 


Mississauga  MP  (and  former  Dufferin  Mazda  dealer- 
ship owner)  Wajid  Khan  further  weakened  the  repu- 
tation of  used  car  salesmen  by  betraying  Liberal 
voters  and  defecting  to  the  Conservative  party. 

that  he  was  a  Liberal.  Party  ties  were  partic- 
ularly crucial  during  the  last  election,  when 
cries  of  "anyone  but  Harper"  and  "anyone 


but  Martin"  were  heard  across  the  country. 
Khan's  constituents  were  certainly  voting 
with  partisan  mindsets. 

Yet  we  in  Canada  have  a  long  and  colour- 
ful history  of  this  sort  of  behavior.  Let  us  not 
forget  David  Emerson,  the  Vancouver  MP 
who  switched  from  the  Liberals  to  the  Con- 
servatives less  than  a  month  after  winning 
last  year's  election.  He  did  all  this  for  a  cabi- 
net seat — something  he  wouldn't  be  able  to 
have  as  an  opposition  MP.  Emerson's  riding 
is  a  traditionally  left-leaning  one,  according 
to  Elections  Canada,  where  the  heated  bat- 
tle is  typically  one  between  the  Liberals  and 
the  NDP,  with  significantly  fewer  votes  go- 
ing to  the  Conservatives.  Now  the  riding  is 
represented  by  a  party  that  less  than  a  fifth 
of  its  constituents  voted  for.  Emerson  essen- 
tially campaigned  on  a  lie — the  lie  that  he 
represented  the  values  of  the  Liberal  Party. 

Belinda  Stronach  was  lured  to  the  Liberal 
party  in  2005  with  the  promise  of  a  cabinet 
position,  just  as  Emerson  would  be  one  year 
later.  Stronach  did,  however,  prove  that  she 
could  win  her  riding  as  a  Liberal — but  not 
until  several  months  later. 

In  each  of  these  cases,  the  wrongdoing 
is  not  just  that  of  the  MP  who  crossed  the 
floor.  Party  leaders  also  are  to  blame  for  al- 
lowing these  MPs  to  turn  their  backs  on  the 
people  who  sent  them  to  parliament  in  the 
first  place. 


Mr.  Khan,  Ms.  Stronach,  and  Mr.  Emerson 
all  were  voted  into  office  on  the  coattails 
of  their  original  political  parties.  They  re- 
ceived funding  from  these  parties  and  dona- 
tions from  constituents  who  supported  their 
original  parties.  They  campaigned  on  the 
ideals  of  these  parties,  and  were  publicly 
against  the  ideas  of  their  opponents  in  other 
parties.  With  Emerson  in  particular,  being 
elected  as  a  member  of  one  party  and  then 
switching  to  another  is  like  thievery  and 
deception,  particularly  since  floor-crossers 
remain  in  uncontested  power. 

This  behavior  is  an  abuse  of  the  voting 
rights  of  Canadians.  Constituents  are  upset 
and,  especially  in  the  wake  of  Khan's  defec- 
tion, the  government  seems  to  be  taking  no- 
tice. 

Conservatives  have  recently  ordered  pub- 
lic consultations  on  the  state  of  our  democ- 
racy, to  be  held  starting  in  March.  Hopefully 
this  open-ended  project  will  come  to  one 
obvious  conclusion:  a  by-election  is  the  only 
legitimate  way  for  those  who  cross  the  floor 
to  stay  in  their  new  parliamentary  seat. 

For  now,  both  Khan  and  Emerson  will  sit 
comfortably  as  members  of  the  government. 
However,  you've  got  to  wonder  how  often  a 
floor-crosser  would  win  a  by-election  imme- 
diately after  leaving  the  party  that  their  rid- 
ing supported.  Betrayal  doesn't  often  breed 
votes. 


In  defense  of  the  neocons 


Mideast  is  no  worse  off  after  Bush  et  al  rode  in 


Joshua  Xiong 


Those  pesky  neoconservatives — in  just  six  short  years,  they 
have  demolished  democracy  in  the  Middle  East  and  made  ter- 
rorism far  worse  than  it  has  ever  been  before.  Their  ideologi- 
cally driven  project  there  has  proven  to  be  a  total  failure. 

Or  so  Mr.  Cam  Vidler,  in  his  Jan.  11  article,  Neocons  con  them- 
selves, would  have  you  believe.  But  his  article  is  fraught  with 
gross  misunderstandings  and  gets  many  things  wrong  about 
neoconservatism  and  the  state  of  world  affairs. 

Mr.  Vidler  calls  the  hallmark  of  neoconservatism  the  "naive" 
inculcation  of  democracy  by  force.  This  is  far  too  simplistic  a 
generalization  to  be  true.  Only  in  dire  situations — when  a  dicta- 
tor has  both  presented  a  direct  and  menacing  threat  to  Ameri- 
can security  and  eliminated  all  chances  of  favorable  social 
reform — do  neoconservatives  unflinchingly  advocate  military 
intervention.  For  the  neoconservatives,  this  was  certainly  the 
case  in  Iraq. 

But  neocons  are  not  trigger-happy,  and  they  do  not  support 
the  unfeasible  plan  of  uprooting  all  dictatorships  militarily. 
Rather,  neoconservatives  believe  that  promoting  democracy 
promotion  should  be  an  aggressive,  but  firstly  non-violent,  proj- 
ect, with  ample  funding,  technical  and  organizational  advice,  in- 
tellectual dialogue,  and  diplomatic  solidarity — because  democ- 
racy abroad  and  security  at  home  are  intrinsically  linked. 

We  should  ask  whether  Vidler's  criticism  of  neoconservative 
policies  in  the  Middle  East  is  accurate  or  defensible.  Is  it  indeed 
naive  to  believe  that,  under  some  circumstances,  one  can  estab- 
lish democracy  militarily?  A  history  of  military  occupations  in 
Japan,  Germany,  and  Italy,  and  the  gradual  progress  that's  been 
made  in  Bosnia,  speaks  otherwise. 

Foreign  perceptions  of  American  "imperialism"  have  also 
been  far  less  significant  than  Vidler  asserts.  In  Iraq,  the  major 
attacks  on  American  troops  were  carried  out  by  foreign  al-Qa- 
eda  infiltrators  led  by  Abu  Musab  al-Zarqawi.  But  al-Qaeda  is  an 
exception,  for  it  will  always  attack  the  United  States,  imperial- 
ism or  no  imperialism,  due  to  its  radical  ideology. 

Even  so,  recent  events — the  public  disowning  of  Zarqawi 
in  Jordan,  the  150,000-strong  protest  against  al-Qaeda  in  Mo- 
rocco— have  demonstrated  al-Qaeda's  declining  influence  in 
the  Middle  East,  countering  the  myth  that  the  war  in  Iraq  has 
significantly  strengthened  the  world's  predominant  terrorist 


network. 

The  majority  of  violence,  Interestingly 
enough,  has  affected  Iraqi  civllicins — so 
much  for  resistance  to  "foreign  crusaders'* 
being  the  only  cause  of  the  fighting.  And  this 
violence,  as  many  neoconservative  critics  of 
Bush's  war  tactics  have  argued,  was  due  to  a 
lack  of  U.S.-ensured  security.  The  looting 
on  day  one  of  the  occupation  was 
evidence  of  that.  Chaos  bred 
fear,  and  fear  allowed  the 
sectarian  militias  to  rise 
to  power  in  the  absence 
of  sufficient  American 
forces.  This,  and  not 
"imperialism,"  is  the 
reason  we  have  an 
Iraq  which  now  en- 
dures Shiite  and  Sun- 
ni  death  squads. 

Vidler's  last  point 
is  that  liberal  democ- 
racy in  the  Middle 
East  has  been  hurt 
by  neoconservative 
policies,  and  he  looks 
to  Iran's  recent  radi- 
calization  as  proof.  But 
Iran  was  pretty  radical 
before  the  war  in  Iraq:  It 
has  long  been  national  pol- 
icy to  destroy  Israel,  pursue 
a  nuclear  weapons  program, 
and  fund  groups  like  Hezbol- 
lah. Moreover,  current  presi- 
dent Mahmoud  Ahmadlnejad 
was  elected  with  62  per  cent 
of  the  vote  predominantly  on 
his  pledge  to  eliminate  corrup- 
tion. He  was  not  a  member  of 
the  Iranian  political  elite,  with 
whom  Iranians  were  tired.  His 


election  really  had  little  to  do  with  "axis  of  evil" 
rhetoric  or  the  war  in  Iraq. 

Even  so,  Ahmadlnejad  is  now  waning  in  popular- 
ity precisely  because  of  his  isolating  rhetoric  and  his 
failure  to  deliver  domestic  services.  Vidler's  example 
of  the  defeat  of  the  more  moderate  president  Moham- 
med Khatami  is  also  shortsighted.  First,  the  ruling 
clerics  had  already  marginalized  the  former 
president  to  begin  with — so  much  for 
his  "legitimacy."  Second,  they  stifled 
any  of  his  efforts  for  reform  for  the 
precise  reason  that  they  wanted  to 
stay  in  power,  with  or  without  the 
war. 

Perhaps,  then,  Iran  was  a  bad 
example.  But  Vidler  fails  to  show 
how  any  of  the  other  states  in 
the  region  were  affected  by 
Iraq.  For  example,  how  did 
the  Islamists  in  Somalia, 
who  had  long  been  in  the 
country  and   had  long 
craved  power,  get  a  mili- 
tary boost  from  the  war? 

On  the  contrary,  one 
wonders  how  the  two 
ballots-over-bombs  fed- 
eral  elections   in  Iraq, 
the  Cedar  Revolution  in 
Lebanon,  and  the  incre- 
mental reform  movements 
in  Egypt  and  Saudi  Arabia  are 
symptomatic  of  the  neocon- 
servative "failure"  to  promote 
democracy.  If  anything,  far  too 
little  time  has  elapsed  for  us  to 
cast  a  historical  verdict  on  the 
ideology. 


Iran's  Mahmoud  Ahmadlnejad  was  plenty 
radical  before  all  that  "axis  of  evil"  talk. 
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he  was  17  years  old,  she  walked  the  streetsit" 

Oh  Cuba,  your  land  is  beautiful  /  One  daji** 
will  rise." 

So  goes  a  sad,  yet  catchy  song  played  for  us  Ijf 
guide,  who  wasn't  really  a  tour  guide.  (The  songvyti'- 
ish,  but  he  insisted  on  translating  for  us,  as  he  dili" 
song  he  played  from  his  burned  CD  collection  aftnl' 
him  what  one  line  meant.)  On  a  trip  to  Cuba  last  njul* 
paring  the  island  to  a  nice  girl  driven  to  prostitutinti 
perate  need  seemed  both  vaguely  rude  and  rather  ipl 
97  per  cent  literacy  rate  and  a  population  stricken  biP 
Cuba  truly  fits  the  cliche — it's  a  land  of  contradictions 

Take  Bryant,  our  non-tour  guide/translator.  His  «eal 
all-in-one  hotel  entertainer,  serving  as  MC,  singer,  a» 
player  for  us  tourists  as  we  ate  roast  rabbit  and  iobsH 
buffet.  He  was  also  croupier  during  the  hotel's  "casio 
(no  money  was  used — gambling  was  outlawed  inO 
ago — but  you  could  win  a  bottle  of  rum),  and  sometii 
instructor.  Doing  this  earned  him  40  convertible  ciih 
(Cuba's  tourist  currency)  a  month,  30  of  which  paid! 

"My  ex-girlfriend  always  told  me  to  leave  Cuba, 
Canada.  I  said  okay,  maybe,  I  don't  know,"  said  Bry 
spoke  fine  English  and  dreamed  of  being  an  actqr.' 
I'm  thinking  it's  a  good  idea." 

"With  President  Fidel  Castro  having  temporarilyld 
ties  for  the  first  time  since  1959  to  battle  a  possitl) 
gestive  illness,  Cuba's  political  situation  seems  unce 
vana,  a  city  of  decayed,  once  richly  appointed  Spai 
homes  and  preserved  fleets  of  1950s  American  c 
poised  on  the  brink  of  the  future. 

"Maybe  something  better  is  going  to  happen,  i 
same,  who  knows,"  speculates  Bryant.  One  thing  is 
bans  have  a  filial  affection  for  Castro,  even  though' 
they  had  better  jobs.  Some,  like  Eva,  an  89-year-ol(l 
woman  (left),  gratefully  recall  him  as  the  man  who( 
tista. 

Bryant,  despite  his  long  hours  and  his  Superman 
patriotic.  He  expresses  his  love  for  son,  Cuba's  mus 
that  blends  African  and  Latin  influences,  and  recite 
30  verses  of  a  poem  by  the  country's  best-loved  ^< 
Marti.  Of  course,  everything  could  always  be  belt 
mention  I  might  write  about  my  experiences,  he  ret 
1  not  use  his  full  name,  so  that  he  can  stay  on  the  goi 
good  side.  —SARAH  BARMAK 
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Caution:  food  coma  cometh 


Greg  Anger 


You  may  be  tempted  to  blame  tur- 
key's high  levels  of  sleep-inducing 
tryptophan  for  sleepiness  after  a 
big  Thanksgiving  or  Christmas 
dinner.  But,  most  experts  agree 
the  link  between  drumsticks  and 
drowsiness  is  not  as  clear-cut  as 
commonly  thought. 

The  amino  acid  tryptophan, 
present  in  high  amounts  in  tur- 
key meat,  is  converted  within  the 
brain  into  the  sleep-inducing  sub- 
stances serotonin  and  melatonin. 

"Tryptophan  and  sleep  actu- 
ally have  a  long  history  dating 
back  to  the  disease  pellagra  in  the 
U.S.,"  said  Dr.  Craig  Hudson,  who 
completed  his  M.D.  and  special- 
ist training  at  U  of  T.  Considered 
an  expert  on  tryptophan,  Hudson 
is  also  the  founder  of  Biosentials 
Inc.,  a  "nutraceuticals"  company 
that  offers  "enhanced"  natural 
food  products  touting  health  ben- 
efits for  problems  such  as  sleep 
disorders,  sexual  dysfunction  and 
chronic  pain. 

"Among  other  symptoms,  pella- 
gra showed  us  that  [tryptophan] 
deficiency  leads  to  anxiety  and 
loss  of  sleep." 

Unfortunately,  for  proponents 
of  the  turkey-sleepiness  link,  in- 
creased levels  of  dietary  trypto- 
phan in  the  blood  do  not  neces- 
sarily translate  into  increased 
levels  in  the  brain,  or  the  subse- 
quent sedating  effect. 

Hudson  has  speculated  on  di- 
etary tryptophan's  sedating  po- 
tential. "There's  something  there 
but  clearly  it's  a  matter  of,  'Can 
you  get  enough  in  you  at  one 
time?'  There  are  a  number  of 
pharmacokinetic  hurdles  to  over- 
come." 

Pharmacokinetics,  among  other 
things,  is  a  discipline  that  de- 
scribes the  way  substances  move 
throughout  the  body.  And  there 
are  many  "pharmacokinetic  hur- 


indulging  our  inner  glutton?  Popular  rumour  has  long  blamed  tryptophan  for  food-induced  sleepiness,  but  the  "food  coma"  isn't  so  simple. 


dies"  for  tryptophan.  Tryptophan 
competes  with  other  amino  acids 
in  the  blood  for  entry  into  the 
brain  thereby  keeping  brain  levels 
low  despite  high  consumption. 

Tryptophan  can  only  circum- 
vent this  system  if  the  body  has 
high  levels  of  insulin,  which  elimi- 
nates the  compounds  tryptophan 
competes  with,  before  tryptophan 
is  ingested.  Unfortunately  for  the 
turkey-sedative  theory,  this  is  un- 
likely to  occur  naturally  for  two 
reasons. 

First,  the  necessary  insulin 
boost  would  mean  loading  up  on 
carbohydrates  (for  example,  by 


eating  a  high-sugar  dessert)  be- 
fore eating  the  turkey,  and  avoid- 
ing foods  that  contain  any  of  the 
"competitor"  amino  acids. 

Second,  studies  suggest  that  the 
amount  of  turkey  required  to  affect 
wakefulness  would  be  difficult  to 
obtain  in  a  single  holiday  meal.  In 
fact,  studies  linking  dietary  tryp- 
tophan to  modest  improvements 
in  sleep  use  enhanced  prepara- 
tions of  tryptophan  in  order  to 
elicit  a  sleepy  response. 

"You  have  to  take  nature  and 
tweak  it  a  bit."  Hudson  explained. 

So,  why  do  many  of  us  nap  after 
large  holiday  meals?  Aside  from 


the  "too-much-wine"  explanation, 
the  most  likely  answer  relates  to 
a  phenomenon  called  "gastric 
steal."  Gastric  steal  is  a  bodily  re- 
sponse to  large  volumes  of  food, 
in  which  the  body  reroutes  blood 
from  the  brain  to  the  digestive 
system  to  facilitate  digestion.  By 
commandeering  blood  that  the 
brain  would  otherwise  use  to  fa- 
cilitate consciousness,  "gastric 
steal"  results  in  sleepiness. 

Since  light  meals  and  no  turkey 
over  the  holiday  season  aren't  like- 
ly options  for  anyone,  post-meal 
sluggishness  will  probably  stay  a 
part  of  many  festive  dinners. 


Baseball  doc  garners  win 


Judith  Kwok 


To  all  those  who  might  have  thought 
otherwise,  former  professional 
baseball  player  Dr.  Ron  Taylor 
shows  how  intellectual  and  athletic 
pursuits  can  sometimes  intersect  in 
the  most  beautiful  way. 

This  year,  Taylor,  a  U  of  T  gradu- 
ate and  an  active  member  of  U  of 
T's  medical  community,  is  among 
the  29  recipients  of  the  province's 
most  prestigious  honour,  the  Order 
of  Ontario,  for  his  achievements  in 
sports  medicine. 

Taylor  was  awarded  the  honour 
last  month  alongside  the  fathers  of 
stem  cell  research,  U  of  T  profes- 
sors emeritus  Ernest  McCulloch 
and  James  Till.  "I  was  just  so  happy 
to  be  amongst  these  people,"  Taylor 
said. 

The  busy  doctor  juggles  his  fam- 
ily practice — where  he  starts  his 
day  at  six  a.m. — and  working  two 
evenings  a  week  at  the  S.C.  Coo- 
per Sports  Medicine  Clinic.  Taylor 
helped  establish  the  clinic  more 
than  20  years  ago,  with  the  gener- 


ous financial  support  of  S.C.  Coo- 
per, a  U  of  T  graduate  in  civil  engi- 
neering. 

At  the  clinic,  patients  of  all  ages 
and  physical  abilities  are  assessed 
by  Taylor,  who  works  with  a  team  of 
physiotherapists  and  an  orthope- 
dic surgeon  on  their  sports-related 
injuries. 

The  clinic's  mission,  as  he  puts 
it,  is  to  provide  "major-league  treat- 
ment to  the  amateur  athlete." 

"The  motivation  for  these  ath- 
letes to  get  back  to  their  activities 
is  the  same  as  the  professional  ath- 
lete, so  they  deserve  the  best  treat- 
ment that  we  can  give  them." 

Taylor's  passion  for  sports  medi- 
cine comes  naturally  to  him.  An 
accomplished  pro  athlete,  Taylor 
played  Major  League  baseball  for 
a  decade.  In  fact,  he  was  the  only 
Canadian  pitcher  to  win  a  League 
Championship  Series  game  and 
the  only  Canadian  to  have  won  two 
World  Series  Championships  with 
two  different  teams. 

With  such  an  impressive  baseball 
career,  how  did  Taylor  ever  manage 


Dr.  Ron  Taylor  is  one  of  this  year's  29 
recipients  of  the  Order  of  Ontario. 

to  graduate  from  medical  school? 

While  serving  in  Vietnam,  Taylor 
made  the  acquaintance  of  several 
doctors  working  at  hospitals  in  war- 
stricken  zones.  These  encounters 


spurred  his  interest  in  a  career  in 
medicine.  Taylor  fulfilled  this  goal 
in  1977,  when  he  graduated  from  U 
of  T's  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  took 
the  title  of  doctor. 

Arguably  one  of  the  most  edu- 
cated players  in  baseball  history, 
he  also  has  a  degree  in  electrical 
engineering  from  U  of  T,  where  he 
graduated  at  the  top  of  his  class. 

"When  my  baseball  career  was 
over,  1  wanted  to  go  back  to  engi- 
neering but  1  found  out  that  my  skills 
were  obsolete,"  remarked  Taylor. 

Even  today,  Taylor's  commitment 
-to  education  is  evident  in  his  sports 
clinic  where  medical  students  in- 
terested in  rehabilitation  medicine 
come  to  observe  him  in  action. 

Taylor  is  now  in  his  28th  year  as 
the  Toronto  Blue  Jays'  team  doctor, 
overseeing  the  medical  care  of  the 
ballplayers  at  a  general-practitio- 
ner level. 

What  personal  qualities  helped 
Taylor  achieve  such  success?  Ac- 
cording to  him,  it  was  as  simple  as 
"being  focused  and  stubborn  on 
setting  a  goal." 


Ciggiesgot  stronger 

An  extensive  reanalysis  of  data  submit- 
ted to  the  Massachusetts  department 
of  public  health  by  major  cigarette 
companies  from  1997  to  2005  has  con- 
firmed that  manufacturers  have  steadily 
increased  levels  of  nicotine  in  cigarettes 
over  the  years.  Researchers  from  the  To- 
bacco Control  Research  Program  at  the 
Harvard  School  of  Public  Health,  who 
reviewed  the  data,  found  that  nicotine 
yield  per  cigarette  increased  by  about 
11  per  cent  over  a  seven-year  period. 
Yields  had  been  increased  across  each 
of  the  four  major  brands,  across  all  cat- 
egories (mentholated,  non-mentholated, 
full-flavour,  light,  ultralight)  by  intensify- 
ing nicotine  concentrations  and  modi- 
fying design  features  to  make  smokers 
take  more  puffs  per  cigarette.  In  the  U.S., 
cigarette  smoking  causes  an  estimated 
438,000  premature  deaths  annually,  and 
900,000  people  each  year  become  ad- 
dicted. 

Source:  Harvard  School  of  Public  Health 
news  service 
— ABIGAIL  SLINGER 

No  more  uh-oh's  for  ozone? 

For  years  it  has  been  common  knowledge 
that  the  stratosphere  of  Antarctica  has  a 
vast  "ozone  hole,"  depleted  of  ozone  by 
emissions  of  man-made  CFCs  and  green- 
house gases.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
such  ozone  depletion  may  also  occur  in 
the  Arctic.  Dr.  Susan  Solomon  and  her 
colleagues  at  the  National  Oceanic  and 
Atmospheric  Administration  in  Colorado 
went  to  study  just  how  severe  the  ozone 
depletion  is  in  the  Arctic.  Since  ozone 
is  destroyed  by  the  reaction  of  sunlight 
and  chlorine  in  the  stratosphere,  most 
ozone  loss  happens  during  the  spring  in 
both  poles,  when  they  receive  the  most 
sunlight.  Solomon's  group  compared 
and  analyzed  forty  years  of  springtime 
ozone-level  measurements  from  Ant- 
arctica and  the  Arctic.  They  found  that 
ozone  depletion  in  the  Arctic  is  actually 
not  as  severe  as  in  Antarctica.  This  is 
certainly  reassuring  news  for  those  in 
the  northern  hemisphere  worried  about 
the  intensifying  ultraviolet  radiation 
seeping  through  ozone  holes. 
Source:  PyVAS 
— MANGY LO 


Play  nice 


The  next  time  you're  accused  of  being 
selfish,  blame  your  brain.  Researchers 
have  discovered  that  a  certain  region 
of  the  brain  is  activated  more  or  less 
intensely  depending  on  how  altruistic 
someone  is.  Although  it  is  still  unclear 
what  drives  people  to  act  altruistically 
or  selfishly,  the  study  results  provide  a 
link  between  brain  activity  and  acts  of 
kindness  towards  others.  In  particular, 
increased  activity  in  the  posterior  su- 
perior temporal  sulcus — a  region  of  the 
brain  generally  activated  when  the  mind 
is  trying  to  figure  out  social  relation- 
ships— strongly  predicted  a  person's 
likelihood  of  behaving  altruistically. 
With  this  information,  scientists  can 
study  the  development  of  this  brain  re- 
gion in  order  to  further  understand  dis- 
orders, such  as  autism,  that  are  charac- 
terized by  problems  with  interpersonal 
interactions. 

Source:  Duke  University  Medical  Center 

news  service 

— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 
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Looking  for  the  right 
reach 


Sandy  Huen 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 


Reaching  to  the  right  to  pick  up  an  ob- 
ject is  a  simple  task,  but  many  stroke 
victims  with  damage  to  a  pivotal  area 
of  their  brain  get  their  "rights"  all 
wrong.  New  research  by  York  Univer- 
sity's Doug  Crawford  has  clarified  the 
connection  between  sight  and  motion 
in  a  brain  region  called  the  parietal 
"reach  region." 

"This  area  we  found  in  the  parietal 
cortex,  the  parietal  "reach  region," 
is  responsible  for  controlling  move- 
ments. However,  it  doesn't  control  the 
direction  of  the  movement.  It  codes 
the  direction  you  see  things." 

Crawford  holds  the  Canada  Re- 
search Chair  in  visual-motor  neurosci- 
ence.  His  study,  published  this  month 
in  Cerebral  Cortex,  used  reversing 
prisms  to  distort  subjects'  perception, 
swapping  their  left  and  right  fields  of 
vision.  He  is  not  the  first  researcher  to 
use  reversing  prisms  this  way. 

"Back  in  the  sixties,  some  classic 
psychology  experiments  were  done 
where  people  wore  these  things 
around  for  days  or  weeks  to  see  what 
effects  they  had." 

The  difference,  Crawford  explained, 
is  that  his  experiment  didn't  ask  what 
would  happen  when  a  person  adapted 
to  seeing  through  reversing  prisms, 
but  where. 

"We  wanted  to  see  where  in  the 
brain  this  learned  vision-to-move- 
ment reversal  takes  place.  This  would 
tell  us  where  the  brain  goes  from  'see- 
ing' to  'moving,'"  he  said.  Normally, 
when  a  subject  moves  left,  the  pa- 
rietal cortex  on  the  right  side  of  the 
brain  activates,  and  vice-versa.  After 


Michael  Vesia,  a  graduate  student  at  Crawford's  lab,  experiences  the  reversing  prism 
set-up  of  their  new  study  on  the  brain's  "reach  region." 


adapting  to  the  reversing  prisms,  sub- 
jects' brains  acted  differently. 

"The  parietal  cortex  was  no  longer 
activated  for  reaching  to  objects  on 
the  opposite  side,  but  instead  on  the 
same  side  of  the  body,"  said  Craw- 
ford. 

Crawford's  research  has  led  him 
to  believe  that  the  parietal  cortex's 
"reach  region"  "may  be  involved  in 
reach,  but  it  codes  the  visual  direc- 
tion of  the  object,  not  the  reach  direc- 
tion." 

In  other  words,  the  "reach  region" 
is  not  responsible  for  seeing  or  mov- 
ing left  and  right,  but  for  something 
in  between,  like  setting  a  visual  target 
that  tells  the  body  where  to  reach. 

Crawford's  studies  are  vital  to  re- 


search on  possible  treatments  for 
stroke  patients.  People  with  damage 
to  their  right  parietal  cortex  have  dif- 
ficulty responding  or  reaching  to  the 
visual  space  on  their  left  side. 

A  not-yet  published  study  Crawford 
conducted  at  Sunnybrook  Hospital's 
stroke  clinic  explored  several  possi- 
bilities for  treating  stroke  patients. 

"We  wanted  to  see  if  the  kind  of 
deficits  [stroke  victims]  show  re- 
verse or  stay  the  same  with  the  re- 
versing prism.  We  also  wanted  to  see 
if  learning  this  new  behaviour  [from 
the  reversing  prisms]  revealed  some 
'plasticity'  (capacity  for  change)  that 
the  patients  had  not  yet  showed, 
and  if  it  helped  their  recovery,"  said 
Crawford. 


No  nerve?  Grow  it 

Prosthetic  limbs  have  come  one  step 
closer  to  behaving  naturally.  Scien- 
tists at  the  University  of  Pennsylva- 
nia School  of  Medicine  have  devel- 
oped a  way  to  grow  a  type  of  nerve 
fibre  called  axon  which  relay  electri- 
cal impulses  between  nerve  cells. 
In  a  bioreactor,  two  living  nerve 
populations  sprout  axons  that  con- 
nect them.  As  the  populations  are 
pulled  apart  over  a  series  of  days, 
the  healthy  axon  grows  to  a  desired 
length.  These  cells  are  essential  in 
achieving  the  team's  ultimate  goal, 
giving  a  prosthetic  the  ability  to 
relay  information  to  the  brain  and 
receive  and  interpret  responses.  In 
their  experiment,  one  cell  culture 
is  grown  onto  an  electrode  while 
the  other  end  is  not.  The  axons  and 
nerve  cells  will  act  as  an  electrical 
extension  cord  that  can  plug  into 
living  tissue  via  the  non-electrode 
end,  and  relay  the  signals  from  the 
brain  to  the  prosthetic.  The  elec- 
trode-grown cells  will  send  sensory 
information,  like  temperature  or 
pressure  stimuli,  back  to  the  brain. 
The  team  is  currently  testing  their 
axons  in  a  rat  model  of  spinal-cord 
damage. 

Source:  Neurosurgery 
—SANDY  HUEN 


Fiendish  fish  fathers 

A  new  study  has  confirmed  old  pre- 
dictions that  male  fish  are  more  like- 
ly to  eat  their  offspring  when  they 
are  unsure  of  their  paternity.  While 
studying  the  small  colourful  fish 
Telmatherina  sarasinorum  in  Indo- 
nesia, scientists  discovered  that  fe- 
males never  cannibalized  their  own 
eggs,  since  they  could  be  sure  that 
the  eggs  were  their  own  offspring. 
However,  they  found  that  the  more 
males  present  during  the  spawning 
period,  the  more  likely  each  male 
was  to  eat  the  eggs. 
Source:  American  Naturalist 
— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 


The  Varsity's  2006-2007  Lecture  Series 

presents  a  swell  talk  by  New  Scientist  reporter 

Ivan  Semeniuk 


Ever  wonder  how  the  complex  findings  of  scientists  get  reshaped  into  bite-size  morsels 
of  info  that  can  be  digested  by  the  public?  Find  out  what  makes  effective,  readable, 
engrossing  science  journalism  from  aseasoned,  professional  science  writer. 


"Writing  Popular  Science" 

Monday,  January  29, 6:00  p.m. 
Room  2-295,  OlSE,  Second  Floor 

Refreshments  will  be  served.  Q&A  to  follow. 


Another  free  event  brought  to  you  by  The  Varsity  Newspaper,  U  of  T's  unofficial,  student-run  journalism  school! 
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Lysistrata 


Directed  by  Tabby  Johnson 


Hart  House  Theatre 


Rating:  VVWW 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


As  the  lights  dimmed  at  Saturday 
night's  performance  of  Lysistrata — a 
proto-feminist,  anti-war  parable  from 
ancient  Greece — a  group  of  high- 
school  students  behind  me  wouldn't 
stop  talking.  The  play  opened  with 
videos  of  violent  air-to-ground  com- 
bat displayed  on  two  small  screens 
mounted  high  on  either  side  of  the 
stage.  "What's  this?"  one  of  the  kids 
asked,  obviously  confused  by  seeing 
modern  footage  at  the  opening  of  a 
play  written  in  411  BC.  "It's  a  modern- 
ization!" another  one  exclaimed,  prob- 
ably louder  than  she  realized.  Despite 
her  lack  of  tact,  this  chatty  Cathy  was 
correct — sort  of.  It's  confusing. 

As  written,  Lysistrata  tells  the  hu- 
mourous story  of  a  group  of  Athenian 
women  who  stage  a  no-sex  strike  to 
convince  their  powerful  husbands  to 
end  the  Peloponnesian  War  against 
Sparta  and  the  rest  of  the  Pelopon- 
nesian League.  Saturday's  show  of- 
fered a  clearly  new,  but  not  altogether 
refreshing,  take. 

While  this  production's  website  calls 
their  version  "a  contemporary  spin" — 
implying  a  modernization — the  pro- 


Lame  Lysistrata 

This  updated  classic  suffers  from  severely  scattered  vision 


Luke  LaRocque  (above)  was  one  of  the  few  bright  lights  in  this  otherwise  impotent  production 


gram  cryptically  states  the  setting  as 
being  "once  upon  a  time  tomorrow,  " 
which  would  suggest  that  this  is  in  fact 
some  sort  of  "futurization."  Things  get 
more  baffling. 

The  set  is  a  multi-tiered  represen- 
tation of  the  area  around  the  Propy- 
laea,  the  gateway  to  the  Acropolis  in 


Athens.  Because  the  play  is  suppos- 
edly set  in  the  future,  the  gateway  is 
constructed  out  of  television  monitors 
(which  display  only  static,  for  some 
reason).  Despite  the  electricity  that's 
obviously  powering  the  monitors,  the 
Athenian  men  seem  to  rely  on  fire  to 
keep  warm  and  torches  to  light  their 


way.  What  gives? 

Also,  the  vintage  war  footage  shown 
at  the  beginning  implies  that  the 
Peloponnesian  War  has  also  been 
"updated"  to  at  least  include  weap- 
ons of  relatively  modern  weu-fare.  Not 
so.  Returning  soldiers  refer  only  to 
shields  and  swords,  not  the  F16s  and 
firebombs  seen  in  the  beginning.  Addi- 
tionally, one  character  wears  a  tri-cor- 
ner  hat,  reminiscent  of  America's  Rev- 
olutionary War,  while  another  dons  a 
Spanish  conquistador's  helmet.  And, 
honestly,  what  was  with  the  Polkaroo 
baby?  When  the  hell  are  we?  Are  we  in 
some  post-apocalyptic  world  where 
soldiers  dress  up  in  the  style  of  their  fa- 
vourite past  military  conflict  and  fight 
fighter  jets  with  sticks  and  swords? 
Come  on — even  Baz  Luhrmann  was 
able  to  creatively  solve  the  problern  of 
sword  references  in  his  update  of  Ro- 
meo and  Juliet. 

Okay,  so  maybe  the  answer  is  more 
abstract.  Maybe  everything  is  taking 
place  "out  of  time"  in  some  crazily  ab- 
surd universe  where  people  have  TV 
(but  don't  use  it),  listen  to  really  bland 
orchestral-techno,  have  Cjrano  de 
Bergerac  noses,  and  throw  their  Pol- 
karoo  children  around  the  Acropolis. 
But  if  this  is  the  answer,  then  answer 
me  this:  if  nothing  of  the  scene  or  set 
makes  any  sense,  if  the  whole  concep- 
tual story  arc  is  rendered  inherently 
irrational,  how  are  people  supposed 
to  properly  appreciate  cind  assess  the 
very  real  issues  about  war  and  gender 
politics  Aristophanes  raises? 

Other  problems  included  cheesy, 
badly-sung  chorus  tunes  (the  Mission 
Impossible  theme  and  a  Conga  num- 
ber) that  accompany  onstage  action 
and  a  solo  soul  song  that  was  weakly 
sung  and  seemed  even  more  out  of 
place  than  everything  else. 


In  the  title  role  of  Lysistrata  Kate 
Hodgert  showed  good  stage  pres- 
ence and  enough  confidence  to  justify 
casting  her  as  the  leading  lady.  What 
1  couldn't  stand  was  her  shrill  battle 
cry  of  "eieieieieieieieieieieiei!"  which 
she  screeched  at  top  volume  on  mul- 
tiple occasions.  The  first  time  1  heard 
it  1  thought  to  myself:  "this  is  almost 
worse  than  listening  to  a  Kevin  Feder- 
line  song."  After  hearing  it  five  more 
times  by  show's  end  1  was  convinced 
that  I'd  found  The  Most  Annoying 
Sound  in  the  World,  Ever.  It  was  liter- 
ally unbearable. 

Ironically,  in  a  play  about  the  empow- 
erment of  women,  the  male  portion 
of  the  cast  shone  the  brightest.  Luke 
LaRocque  displayed  his  good  sense  of 
comic  timing  as  the  purple-lipsticked 
Athenian  magistrate,  and  Carey  Gra- 
ham was  also  quite  funny  in  the  kinetic 
role  of  sex-starved  Cinesias.  One  of  the 
best  (and  funniest)  scenes  in  the  whole 
production  featured  an  exasperated 
Cinesias  trying  to  convince  his  rebel- 
ling wife  Myrrhine  (played  by  above- 
this-crap  actress  Maarika  Pinkney)  to 
go  to  bed  with  him. 

Despite  her  ditzy  one-dimensional 
character  (no  fault  of  Pinkney's)  she 
stood  out  as  a  strong  actress  and 
dancer — the  latter  showcased  in  a 
solo  dance  she  performed  towards  the 
end  of  the  show. 

Also  good  were  the  thunder  and 
lightning  sound  and  light  cues.  It's  not 
often  that  the  two  are  so  in  synch  as 
to  accurately  suggest  a  real  weather 
phenomenon. 

Sadly,  these  few  good  points  were 
not  enough  to  save  this  poorly  thought- 
out  and  tragically  flawed  production. 
Futurizations  of  classic  plays  Ccm  be 
interesting  and  insightful — they  just 
have  to  make  sense. 


Props  to  Proposterous 

Local  metal  duo  dishes  out  big  riffs  and  big  laughs 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


With  their  deliberate  misspelling  of 
"preposterous"  for  a  name,  you  can't 
expect  the  guys  in  local  comic-metal 
outfit  Proposterous  to  take  anything  too 
seriously — except  for  throwing  down  a 
wickedly  raucous  CD  release  party. 

Introduced  by  semi-nude  and  ob- 
viously intoxicated  comedian  Bryan 
O'Gorman  (who  cautioned  that  the 
band  would  not  be  responsible  for 
soiled  underwear,  cheating  girlfriends, 
or  "any  semen"  that  might  result  from 
the  forthcoming  sonic  assault),  Pro- 
posterous took  the  stage.  Stripped  to 
the  waist  and  striped  and  dotted  with 
tribal  body  paint,  these  dudes  looked 
like  they  were  born  to  rock. 

Proposterous,  comprised  of  singer/ 
guitarist  Craig  VKanddrummer  Hunter 
J,  cire  certainly  a  unique  band  in  Toron- 
to. Sporting  a  sound  influenced  by  80s 
hard  rockers  like  Guns  N'  Roses,  Me- 
tallica  and  Soundgarden,  the  two  also 
show  an  affinity  with  70s  metal  acts  like 
Black  Sabbath  and  Zeppelin. 

But  perhaps  the  most  apt  descrip- 
tion of  the  duo  is  their  own.  On  their 
MySpace  page,  Proposterous  describe 
their  sound  as  resembling  "God  having 
sex  with  Satan,  and  God  is  a  hot  chick. 


CONCERT  REVIEW 


Proposterous 


Sneaky  Dee's 
Thursday  January  18 


Rating:  WWW 

But  Satan  looks  like  JTT  [Jonathan  Tay- 
lor Thomas]."  And  honestly,  that's  not 
too  far  off. 

A  large  portion  of  Proposterous'  pos- 
turing is  comedic,  and  they're  better  for 
it.  Instead  of  being  one  of  those  shitty 
nu-metal  bands  earnestly  ripping  off 
Static  X,  Korn  and  the  worst  of  emo,  Pro- 
posterous delivers  huge,  head-banging 
riffs  with  a  cheeky  smile  that  lets  you 
know  that  the  inherent  ridiculousness 
of  it  all  is  fully  intended,  and  is,  in  fact,  a 
vital  part  of  what  they  do. 

I  hesitate  to  use  the  label  "joke 
band"  here  because  the  term  has  been 
usurped  to  refer  to  one  section  of  the  to- 
tal spectrum  it  could  apply  to.  Propos- 
terous aren't  like  Weird  Al  or  Tenacious 
D,  and  they  don't  do  parody  songs.  In 
some  ways,  their  whole  set  can  be  seen 


as  one  giant,  meta-parody  of  a  hard 
rock  band,  like  Spinal  Tap.  Despite  their 
"who  gives  a  fuck"  attitude  and  offen- 
sive yet  hilarious  brand  of  humour,  the 
two  are  skilled  musicians,  proficient 
performers  and  Scandinavian  drinking 
champions  (apparently). 

Playing  to  a  near-capacity  crowd  at 
Sneaky  Dee's  on  Thursday  night,  Pro- 
posterous launched  into  songs  from 
their  brand  new  CD  Tiger  Tits.  Craig 
handled  vocals  and  somehow  made 
his  single  guitar  sound  like  three  six- 
strings  and  a  bass — usually  all  at  once. 
Meanwhile,  drummer  Hunter  was  busy 
beating  on  his  kit  like  a  drunken  stepfa- 
ther on  the  first  of  the  month.  Sporting 
some  serious  double-kick  skills,  Hunter 
surprised  the  moshing  crowd  by  spew- 
ing a  mouthful  of  (hopefully  fake)  blood 
all  over  his  chest,  to  the  shock  and  de- 
light of  everyone  present. 

After  two  huge  opening  numbers, 
Craig  introduced  The  Tiger  Girls,  the 
group's  two  female  backup  dancers 
dressed  like — ^you  guessed  it — tigers. 
The  girls  came  prepared  to  party,  pack- 
ing huge  Super  Soaker  squirt  guns  load- 
ed with  vodka.  While  the  band  played  a 
spirited  rendition  of  "The  Thrill"  off  of 
Tiger  Tits,  the  girls  took  turns  shower- 
ing audience  members  in  free  alcohol, 
usually  ciiming  for  people's  mouths  but 


hitting  about  50/50. 

It  was  around  this  time  that  thunder- 
ous applause  for  one  number  prompt- 
ed Hunter  to  shout  "I  just  came  in  my 
pants!  Smell  that?  Either  they  opened 
up  a  swimming  pool  in  Sneaky  Dee's  or 
I  just  came  in  my  underwear!" 

Next,  Proposterous  launched  into 
a  hard-rock  cover  of  "Mad  World"  by 
Tears  for  Fears  (an  acoustic  cover  of  that 
song  got  a  lot  of  exposure  recently  in  a 
commercial  for  the  X-Box  game  Gears 
of  War)  which  ended  up  sounding  more 
like  "Gone  Away"  by  the  Offspring,  but 
was  full  of  energy  nonetheless. 

The  best  part  of  the  show  came  dur- 
ing a  drum  break.  Craig  abandoned 
his  guitar  and  joined  Hunter  on  drums 
from  behind  the  kit.  Then,  in  one  well- 
rehccu-sed  move.  Hunter  slid  aside  and 
Craig  took  over  the  whole  thing  without 


missing  a  beat.  Hunter  picked  up  Craig's 
guitar  and  the  pair  continued  the  song 
with  their  positions  reversed. 

If  this  stunt  was  meant  to  exhibit  their 
musical  skill,  what  happened  next  was 
a  testament  to  their  sense  of  humour. 
One  of  the  Tiger  Girls  made  her  way  to 
the  back  of  the  kit  and  performed  the 
same  maneuver,  taking  over  drum  du- 
ties from  Craig.  Hunter  set  down  the 
guitar  and  joined  Craig  at  centre  stage. 
Instrumentless  the  two  shamelessly 
basked  in  their  ironic  glory,  with  the 
poor  Tiger  Girl  working  hcird  to  supply 
a  solid  beat.  It  was  excellently  executed 
and  thoroughly  hilarious.  The  crowd 
went  wild. 

Those  looking  to  see  a  real  "joke" 
band  should  have  stayed  for  closers 
Sean  Ward  and  the  Realness — a  name 
that's  actually  more  ironic  thcin  apt. 
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Dropship  casts  off 


Local  indie-theatre  company  wants  to  put  you  in  the  spotlight 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


"If  you  don't  take  any  risks,  then 
you  don't  get  any  chances"  Ben 
Blais  states  bluntly.  Blais  is  a 
founding  member  of  Dropship  Pro- 
ductions, a  new  force  in  Toronto's 


tTop  10* 

RealTrax'"^  ring  tunes 

Week  of  January  15 


1. 

Fergalicious 

-  Fergle 

2. 

1  Luv  It 

-  Young  Jeezy 

3. 

1  Wanna  Love  You 

-  Akon 

4. 

Irreplaceable 

-  Beyonce 

5. 

lips  of  an  Angel 

-  Hinder 

t 

Money  In  The  Bank 

-  Ul'  Scrappy 

7. 

My  Love 

-  Jusiin  Timberlake 

8. 

Promise 

-  Oara 

9. 

Shortie  Like  Mine 

-  Sow  Wow 

10. 

Smack  That 

-Akon 

independent  theatre  scene  whose 
refreshingly  new  approach  to 
stagecraft  is  gaining  momentum. 

"It's  about  taking  away  the  idea 
that  theatre  is  intimidating  and 
only  for  certain  people,"  said  Blais 
about  Dropship's  quirky  crusade 
to  revive  Toronto's  somewhat  stiff 
theatre  scene. 

Blais  decided  recently  that  the 
majority  of  young  people  no  longer 
see  theatre  as  a  viable  source  of 
entertainment.  He  says  that,  while 
most  teens  and  twenty-some- 
things could  easily  be  coerced 
into  checking  out  a  new  indie  band 
at  the  Horseshoe,  few  would  be  up 
for  heading  a  few  blocks  west  to 
catch  an  underground  production 
at  Theatre  Passe  Muraille. 

"Kids  won't  bat  an  eyelash  and 
they'll  go  and  see  a  battle  of  the 


bands,  which  could  be  awful,  but 
then  there's  all  this  theatre  going 
on  and  a  lot  of  them  don't  even 
know  about  it." 

Why  the  disconnect?  Blais 
chalks  it  up  to  a  number  of  out- 
dated conventions  he  and  the  rest 
of  the  Dropship  crew — including 
cofounders  Joe  Dinicole  and  Mac 
Fyfe,  and  Sebastian  Pigott  who 
was  brought  into  the  fold  last 
year — are  out  to  fight. 

"When  you  go  to  the  theatre  it's 
sit  down,  eyes  front,  no  talking, 
face  forward,"  Blais  passionately 
rails. 

His  vision  for  a  new  brand  of  the- 
atre is  more  relaxed,  more  social: 
"you  come  in  and  it's  more  like  a 
cabaret,  you  sit  at  a  table  and  you 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


Text  "PLAY"  to  4800  on  your  Rogeis  wireless 
phor#  to  download  your  favourite  ring  tunes  t< 
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Dropship  co-founder  Ben  Blais  is  passionate  about  making  theatre  fun  and  accessible. 
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85th  Annual 


Exhibition  of  Photograpiis 

by  Students  and  Alumni  of  Hart  House 


Entrants  may  submit: 

6  black  &  white  and/or  monochrome  prints  fur  the  senior  or  junior  awards 
and  a  $150  prize 

6  colour  prints  for  the  Hart  House  colour  print  award  and  a  $100  prize 

3  photographic  essays  for  the  Bev  Best  award  and  a  $100  prize 

6  unaltered  or  altered  digital  prints  for  the  W.).  Oowkes  and  W.J.  Blackhali 
awards  and  a  $100  prize 

6  prints  of  campus  life  for  the  Karsh  award  and  a  $1 00  prize 

The  Gilbert  A.  Milne  Trophy  will  also  be  awarded  to  the  entrant  having  the  highest 

total  acceptances. 

Closing  date  for  entries  is  Thursday^  February  22nd,  2007,  midnight 

Rules  and  entry  forms  available  online  at  http://hhcc.sa.utoronto.ca  and  in  the 
poster  rack  in  rotunda  of  Hart  House. 

Open  to  all  Hart  House  members.  Exhibition  opens  March  1,  2007. 

Prints  must  be  exposed  by  the  entrant.  B&W  prints  must  be  developed  by  the  en- 
trant, colour  prints  may  be  commercially  developed.  ALL  prints  must  be  mounted. 
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Hart  House  Theatre  presents 

LYSISTRATA 

a  play  with  music 

By 

Aiis^ophanes 

Drededby 
TABBY  JOHNSON 


January  17-27,  2007 

students  only  $12 
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can  chat  with  your  friends  and  the  quality 
of  the  show  is  so  engaging  and  good  that  we 
don't  worry  about  people  talking  during  the 
play,  because  they  can't  help  but  be  inter- 
ested. Afterwards  there's  some  music,  a  live 
band,  some  jazz  to  facilitate  that  comfort- 
able environment.  It's  very  inclusive  and 
accessible." 

Blais  hopes  Dropship's  approach  will 
draw  a  wide  audience,  comprised  of  dedi- 
cated actors,  writers,  theatregoers  and 
scenesters  alike. 

Dropship  Productions  came  together 
two  years  ago  when  Blais,  Dinicole  and 
Fyfe  "decided  to  stop  whining  about  stuff 
not  happening  and  to  get  up  and  do  some- 
thing." That  something  turned  out  to  be  a 
professional  production  of  Harold  Pinter's 
absurdist  classic  The  Dumb  Waiter.  After  a 
string  of  sold-out  performances  at  their  al- 
ternative venue,  the  Whippersnapper  Gal- 
lery, the  three  realized  that  they  had  cre- 
ated something  that  could  outlast  a  single 
production,  something  that  could  shift  the 
way  people  engage  in  theatre. 

Blais  notes  that  the  struggle  for  reinven- 
tion has  always  been  a  part  of  modern  the- 
atre. "You  had  guys  like  Samuel  Beckett 
who  fucked  with  the  conventions.  He  did  a 
play  called  Breath  which  is  30  seconds  long. 
There  was  a  breath,  and  then  the  lights 
came  down  and  that  was  it.  Everybody  got 
really  fucking  pissed,  and  they  all  wanted 
their  money  back,  but  that  was  the  begin- 
ning of  this  idea  of  doing  stories  that  engage 
people  without  all  this  fanfare." 

To  test  out  this  new  and  improved  formu- 
la, Blais  and  company  created  a  night  called 
Upstart  Cabaret  that  combines  theatre  with 
live  music  performances  and  encourages 
drinking,  socializing  and  dancing. 

Its  fourth  incarnation,  Upstart  Cabaret  IV, 
happens  this  Wednesday  at  the  Gladstone 
Hotel  (1214  Queen  St.  W.)  and  will  feature  a 
production  of  Admiral  Dink,  a  new  play  writ- 


ten by  Pigott  and  directed  by  Fyfe.  The  play 
stars  Trevor  Wilson,  David  Tompa  and  Kate 
Gordon,  and  will  be  followed  by  live  music 
courtesy  of  The  Dropship  Daddies,  who 
promise  to  "revisit  the  rhythm  and  soul  of 
the  late  50s  and  early  60s." 

Blais,  who  seems  to  have  an  infinite 
amount  of  energy,  also  helms  a  unique  night 
aimed  at  developing  original  scripts  and  the 
cold  reading  skills  of  young  writers  and  ac- 
tors. The  night,  called  Sing  For  Your  Supper, 
happens  once  a  month  (the  next  one's  Feb. 
5)  in  the  back  room  of  the  Sparrow  Restau- 
rant (92  Ossington  Ave.). 

"It's  a  challenge  to  both  writers  and  to  ac- 
tors," Blais  explains,  "how  do  your  words 
stand  up  to  a  cold  reading,  is  your  dialogue 
engaging,  are  your  relationships  believable, 
are  your  characters  real  and  layered?"  All  of 
this  comes  out  in  the  wash  as  participants 
are  cast  on  the  spot  to  read  and  workshop 
the  plays  in  front  of  everyone  else. 

"You  show  up  at  8  o'clock  and  I'll  give  you 
a  play  to  read,  and  you  read  it  an  hour  from 
then." 

After  the  performances  comes  a  time  to 
talk,  reflect  and  work  on  the  pieces  just 
presented.  Blais  is  quick  to  point  out  that 
this  casual  workshop  is  "a  collaborative 
networking  environment,  rather  than  a 
schmoozefest." 

With  the  newfound  popularity  of  Toronto's 
still-burgeoning  independent  music  scene, 
it's  definitely  refreshing  to  hear  about  a  re- 
naissance of  sorts  in  underground  theatre. 
If  their  success  so  far  is  anything  to  go  by, 
Blais  and  Dropship  might  make  good  on 
their  noble  quest  to  level  the  playing  field 
and  bring  back  popular  theatre  in  Toronto. 


For  more  information  about  Dropship 
Productions,  and  their  various 
endeavors  head  on  over  to  www. 
dropshipentertainment.  com 
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FORGET  THE  REMOTE, 
FIGHT  OVER  THE  ARMREST. 


Introducing  SCENE™. 
The  entertainment  rewards  program  where  free  movies  come  fast. 


Get  yours  at  scene.ca 


Trademark  of  The  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia 
®'  Registered  Trademark  of  Ttie  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia, 
®  Cineplex  Entertainment  LP  or  used  under  license. 
Visit  scene.ca  for  complete  details  and  eligibir-  iora<'.r:r, 
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Moving  on  past  the  Western  front 


Women's  Volleyball  (12-1)  gets  burned  by  former  Blue  in  first  loss 


Christophe  Porier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


Left-side  hitter  Mila  IVIiguel  (12)  and  middle-liitter  Caley  Venn  (8)  double  up  for  tiie 
block  in  Sunday's  game  against  Western.  The  Blues  hosted  the  Mustangs,  were  less 
than  hospitable.  Western  defeated  U  of  T  3-1. 


After  dropping  their  first  league 
loss  of  the  season,  Women's  Vol- 
leyball (12-1)  coach  Kristine  Dra- 
kich  emphasized  the  team's  need 
to  move  on.  With  cross-town  rivals 
Ryerson  (3-12)  and  York  (11-4) 
ahead  this  weekend,  the  Blues  will 
have  to  do  just  that  to  stay  atop  the 
Ontario  University  Athletic  East. 

Lessons  learned 

Western  Ontario  (12-1)  came  in  to 
the  Athletic  Centre  Sunday  on  an 
11-game  winning  streak  in  a  match 
that  pitted  the  Blues  against  the 
best  of  the  OUA  West.  In  four  in- 
tense sets,  the  Mustangs  were  able 
to  down  U  of  T  3-1  (23-25,  25-17,  24- 
26,  23-25). 

"Our  goal  was  never  to  go  unde- 
feated," Drakich  said.  "Our  goal  is 
to  win  the  OUA.  There's  much  to  be 
learned  from  every  game,  and  we 
learned  a  lot  tonight." 

One  of  the  lessons  Drakich  cited 
was  about  the  Blues'  need  to  main- 
tain a  certain  level  of  discipline 
during  the  entire  match. 

"At  the  end  of  each  set,  we  played 
well  with  our  backs  against  the 


wall,"  she  said.  "But  our  concentra- 
tion at  the  middle  parts  of  games 
wasn't  as  focused. 

"We  have  to  find  ways  of  manag- 
ing our  energy,  of  keeping  the  as- 
pects of  the  game  we  can  control 
under  control." 


Former  Blue  turns  purple 

The  match  up  also  featured  the  re- 
turn of  former  U  of  T  player  Julia 
Hall.  For  three  seasons.  Hall  was 
a  member  of  the  Blues,  but  now  in 
her  fifth  year  she  changed  colours 
from  blue  to  purple  while  pursuing 
a  degree  at  Western.  The  all-star 
left-side  hitter  was  pivotal  for  the 
Mustangs  as  much  of  the  offence 
ran  through  her.  She  had  70  attacks 
on  the  Blues,  30  more  than  her 
nearest  teammate,  and  racked  up 
a  game-high  15  kills,  her  last  taking 
match  point. 

What  proved  the  deciding  factor 
was  the  Blues'  inability  to  break 
Western's  two-person  block,  par- 
ticularly on  the  left  side.  Nearly  half 
of  U  of  T's  15-person  roster  is  made 
up  of  left-side  hitters,  and  when 
they  went  up  to  attack,  the  Mustang 
tandem  of  Hall  and  middle-hitter 
Lauren  Willoughby  smothered  80 
per  cent  of  the  spikes  headed  their 


way. 

"We  didn't  do  a  very  good  job  of 
making  their  middle  make  choices," 
Drakich  said.  "Our  trouble  pass- 
ing made  it  easier  for  her  to  move 
to  that  side  of  the  attack  and  time 
their  blocks  effectively." 

What  also  dictated  the  outcome 
was  the  Blues'  lack  of  consistency 
when  serving.  The  Blues  usually 
field  a  one-to-one  ratio  between 
aces  and  errors,  but  on  Sunday  U  of 
T  had  four  aces  to  nine  errors. 


Mama  Mila! 

Notching  three  of  the  aces  was  left- 
side hitter  Mila  Miguel,  who  led  all 
players  with  18  points,  14  of  them 
off  kills.  Miguel  was  named  player 
of  the  match  Sunday,  and  rightly  so. 
She  dominated  the  stat  line  for  the 
Blues,  but  during  the  game  she  was 
an  anchor  defending  on  the  back 
line,  and  U  of  T  posted  their  best 
rallies  while  she  was  under  serve. 

"Mila  did  a  great  job,"  Drakich 
said.  "She  always  plays  with  high 
energy." 

Another  standout  for  the  Blues 
was  libero  Michelle  Wood,  who 
led  the  Blues  with  34  digs,  many  of 
them  spectacular  saves  that  kept 
the  Blues  in  the  rally. 


Blues  get  back  on 
winning  track 

Men's  Volleyball  (9-6)  faces  ninth-ranked  Ryerson  Friday 


Mark  Veloso 


With  the  first-  and  second-best  teams 
in  the  league  on  tap,  Men's  Volleyball 
(9-6)  will  try  to  build  off  the  momen- 
tum they  gcirnered  from  two  wins  this 
weekend. 

Over  the  season,  the  Blues  have 
shown  glimpses  of  their  talent,  as  3-0 
victories  over  previously  undefeated 
Ryerson  (13-3)  and  York  (11-5)  can  at- 
test. But  maintaining  that  level  of  effort 
has  been  an  issue  for  U  of  T.  Even  so, 
coach  Jeff  Chung  believes  in  his  team. 

"It's  not  like  we  don't  have  the  tools 
to  be  there,"  Chung  said.  "It's  just  a 
matter  of  bringing  the  tools  everyday. 
We're  a  young  team,  we're  a  good 
team,  we  just  have  to  be  more  consis- 
tent. That's  always  the  big  word  in  any 
high-performance  sport:  consistency." 

U  of  T  will  test  their  chutzpah  this 
weekend  as  they  travel  to  Ryerson 
on  Friday  and  York  on  Saturday.  Both 
teams  head  the  Ontario  University 
Athletic  East  division  with  26  and  22 
points,  respectively.  Ryerson  is  also 
ranked  ninth  in  Canadian  Interuniver- 
sity  Sport  national  rankings. 

Before  facing  the  cream  of  the  crop, 
the  Blues  welcomed  two  of  the  bottom- 
feeders  from  the  OUA  this  past  week- 
end, defeating  Laurier  3-1  Sunday  after 
dispatching  Waterloo  3-0  Saturday. 

Hosting  Laurier,  U  of  T  had  to  battle 


against  the  Golden  Hawk's  twin  towers 
of  Jean-Paul  Wikerd  and  Jesse  Freeston, 
who  placed  tremendous  pressure  on 
the  Blues  defense  early  on. 

"They  were  very  difficult  to  defend," 
Chung  said,  commenting  on  Wikerd 
and  Freeston.  "They  were  hitting  shots 
that  were  unexpected  and  that  you 
don't  really  practice  for.  We  knew  that 
they  were  gonna  get  a  lot  of  action,  but 
1  think  our  guys  did  well  early  in  the 
match  containing  them." 

The  Blues  took  the  first  set  25-19, 
but  Laurier,  behind  21  match  kills  from 
Wilkerd,  took  the  second  25-23.  The 
last  two  sets  were  tightly  fought  (29-27 
and  26-24)  but  the  Blues  gutted  out  the 
victory  by  bringing  what  right  hitter 
Brendan  Peel  called  "a  better  overall 
team  effort." 

To  counter  Laurier's  go-to-guys,  oth- 
er players  from  the  Blues  were  asked 
to  step  up,  and  they  did.  In  addition  to 
Peel,  who  finished  with  29  kills,  setter 
James  Mackay  was  in  on  almost  every 
play  and  had  a  great  game,  finishing 
with  a  stats  line  of  48  assists,  eight 
digs,  cmd  six  crucial  service  aces. 

In  the  weekend's  first  game,  U  of  T 
took  it  to  a  sloppy  Waterloo  team,  beat- 
ing them  in  straight  sets  (25-13,  25-17, 
27-25).  The  Blues  set  the  tone  early 
capitalizing  on  Warriors  mistakes  to 
take  huge  leads  in  the  first  two  sets. 
Unable  to  get  their  attack  going  early 


on,  Waterloo  had  difficulty  keeping 
the  ball  in  the  middle  of  the  court  and, 
more  often  than  not,  failed  to  get  the 
ball  to  their  setters,  stagnating  the  of- 
fense. 

By  the  third  set,  Waterloo  finally 
seemed  to  wake  up,  taking  a  10-4  lead 
early  in  the  frame  thanks  to  several 
hustle  plays  on  digs  on  the  defensive 
side.  Yet  hustle  alone  could  not  over- 
come their  own  offensive  inefficiency 
and  poor  execution.  The  Warriors' 
abysmal  performance  is  best  summed 
up  by  their  attack  percentage — a  pal- 
try 0.644  compared  to  the  Blues  1.830. 

The  Blues  were  more  cohesive  on 
the  attack,  led  by  the  stellar  play  of 
Canadian  Junior  team  member  Ste- 
ven Kung  and  fifth-year  Peel.  The  pair 
smashed  a  combined  19  kills  on  the 
Warriors. 

Not  lost  in  the  game  was  the  emer- 
gence of  young  Blues  athletes,  a  strong 
sign  of  a  team  finally  starting  to  gel.  El- 
der statesman  Peel  cited  leftside  hitter 
Marko  Balan  and  Mackay  as  key  con- 
tributors to  the  win. 

"They  both  really  stepped  up  and 
brought  energy  to  the  team,"  Peel  said. 

Last  weekend  U  of  T  did  not  fare  as 
well,  dropping  a  pair  at  home  to  start 
the  new  year.  Windsor  defeated  the 
Blues  3-1  Jan.  13  before  Western  post- 
ed another  3-1  loss  on  the  Blues  last 
Saturday. 


Middle-hitter  Matthew  Steffanof  (4)  goes  up  for  the  smash  off  the  pass  from  setter 
James  Mackay  against  Laurier  in  Sunday's  game  at  the  Athletic  Centre. 
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Blues  forward  Mike  Williams  covers  Queen's  forward  Cameron  Eby  while  Nick  Snow  (13)  marks  his  man  down  court.  The  Blues  were  able  to  defeat  the  Golden  Gaels  83-76  in  overtime  last  Saturday. 

Will  the  real  Blues  please  stand  up 

Men's  Basketball  (8-6)  faces  season-defining  two-week  stretch 


Book  selected  Contiki 
Europe  tours* 
and  you'll  fly 
to  London  for  FREE! 


confiki 

HOUDAVS  for  18-3S'S 


BOOK  EARLY,  SPACE  IS  LIMITED, 
and  you'll  fly  to  London  for  FREE! 

■offer  appIlK  to  European  Explorer.  Adventurer  and  Ulilmaie  European  tours, 
departing  Caitada  by  May  5th.  Purchasini;  ot^«r  Contiki  Europe  tours  qualifies  you  for  incredible  low  airfares. 
This  I5*x£tu$rve  to  Travel  CUrs  so  slop  by  and  jet  all  the  details. 
Scab  go  quickly,  io  book  ASAP.  Valid  ISK  card  Is  requited. 


187  College  St  (416)  979-2406 

;i1RAVELCinS 

UTSC  Student  Centre  Suite  149 

Canada'^  Siuilt.n-  .■^y.;.  .-..ipi-.'/s 

(416)  283-0009 

UTM  Student  Centre,  East  Wing 

www.travelcuts.com 

(905)  820-1162 

1-888-FLY-CUTS  (359-2887) 

Ahmed  Ogunsola  &  Christophe  Poirier 

Facing  three  of  the  league's  top  teams 
in  their  next  four,  Men's  Basi<etball  (8-6) 
will  make  or  break  their  playoff  chances 
in  the  next  two  weeks. 

Travelling  to  Queen's  (9-5)  and  Royal 
Military  College  (1-13)  this  weekend,  the 


Blues  will  then  host  Ottawa  (11-3)  and 
Carleton  (14-0)  the  following  week,  in 
a  stretch  that  will  cement  their  reputa- 
tion, either  as  a  team  to  be  reckoned 
with,  or  just  another  team. 

Currently  in  fifth  place  in  the  Ontario 
University  Athletic  East,  the  Blues  are 
almost  a  lock  for  the  postseason.  The 


top  six  teams  in  a  division  of  eight  move 
on,  and  with  RMC  and  Laurentian  (3- 
11)  floundering,  U  of  T  practically  has 
their  ticket  punched.  The  next  14  days 
could  be  a  preview  of  what  this  team  is 
capable  of  once  the  regular  season  ends 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 
now  ^ 

I  want  to  change 

the  world 


Meet  Melissa. 

To  get  the  field  experience  and  practical  skills  to  go  the 
distance,  Melissa  earned  her  Postgraduate  Certificate 
from  Number  in  International  Project  Management  in 
only  3  semesters.  She  now  works  as  a  Program  Officer 
for  an  International  Humanitarian  Organization. 
We  think  she'll  make  a  real  difference. 

International  Project  Management,  Postgraduate  Certificate 
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Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
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Page  3  or 
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Over  the  last  14  days,  however,  the 
Blues  have  been  one  of  the  best  teams  in 
the  league,  winning  their  last  four.  Their 
biggest  win  took  place  under  the  rafters 
in  the  Athletic  Centre  Saturday,  as  U  of  T 
upset  York  89-61. 

The  Lions  (9-5)  came  in  as  the  Ca- 
nadian Interuniversity  Sport's  tenth- 
ranked  team  in  the  nation,  but  they  were 
no  match  for  the  Blues'  trio  of  Dwayne 
Grant,  Ben  Katz  and  Mike  Williams,  who 
combined  for  44  points,  13  rebounds  and 
ten  assists.  U  of  T  was  able  to  smother 
the  Lions  with  a  pressure  defence  that 
forced  17  turnovers. 

The  York  outcome  was  nearly  a  car- 
bon copy  of  the  victory  the  Blues  posted 
the  previous  night,  routing  Laurentian 
83-59.  U  of  T  kept  the  Voyageurs  to  less 
than  32  per  cent  shooting  from  the  field. 


Last  weekend,  the  Blues  jump-started 
their  current  winning  streak  by  posting 
a  75-55  victory  over  RMC  Jan.  12,  before 
squeaking  out  an  83-76  overtime  win 
over  Queen's  the  following  night.  The 
win  was  a  revelation  for  a  team  that  had 
until  recently  dropped  the  close  ones. 
Five  of  U  of  T's  six  losses  have  been  by 
three  points  or  less. 

The  Blues  took  a  six-point  lead  into 
the  second  half,  but  Queen's  came  back 
from  behind  to  close  the  gap.  The  Gold- 
en Gaels  tied  it  at  72  by  the  end  of  regu- 
lation, thanks  to  their  scalding  shooting 
from  the  land  of  three,  with  Queen's 
guard  Ryan  Hairsine  hitting  four  of  five 
beyond  the  arc. 

The  Blues  were  led  by  Williams,  who 
scored  20  points  and  11  rebounds,  and 
Katz,  who  notched  15.  Guard  Mike  De 
Giorgio  was  also  crucial  for  U  of  T,  as  six 
of  his  ten  points  came  as  free  throws  in 
crunch  time. 


SKI&SNOWeOARD 
SCHOOL 


READING  WEEK  AT 
MT.  STE-ANNE  /  LE  MASSIF 


Feb.  11-16  or  Feb.  18-23 


*  5  days  skiing/snowboarding 

*  Accommodation 

*  Travel  via  motor  coach 
%  All  taxes  &  gratuities 


FROM  $54^ 


ZZ'''  Year 


(416)  487-5271  •www.sn0whawk5.com 


"I  ^ned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want  to 

tackle  the 
tough  stufir' 


Meet  Heather. 

To  get  the  specialized  skills  and  field  experience  that 
would  get  her  connected  in  HR,  Heather  earned  her 
Postgraduate  Certificate  in  Human  Resources  from 
Humber  in  only  2  semesters.  She  now  works  as  an 
HR  Representative  in  the  Health  Care  industry. 
We  think  she'll  manage  just  fine. 

Human  Resources,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


HUMBER 

Thu  Business  School 


Get  wiiat  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


"I  earned  my  Undergraduate  degree, 
nowi^antto 


stand  up 
for  the  public 


Meet  Andrew. 

To  build  on  his  education  and  get  the  skill  set  employers 

were  looking  for,  Andrew  eamed  his  Postgraduate  Certificate 

in  Public  Administration  from  Humber  in  only  3  semesters. 

He  now  works  for  the  Ministry  of  Community  and 

Social  Services.  We  think  he's  found  the  meaningful 

career  he  always  wanted. 

Public  Administration,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


VARSITY 
BLUES 
THIS  WEEK 

ICE  HOCKEY  -  Varsity  Arena 
Friday,  January  26 

Women  vs.York  -  4  p.m. 
Men  vs.  Concordia  -  7:30  p.m. 

Saturday,  January  27 

Men  vs.  UQTR  -  7:30  p.m. 

Sunday,  January  28 

Women  vs. Waterloo  5  p.m. 


SWIMMING  -  Athletic  Centre 
Saturday,  January  27 

50  m  pool  -  3:30  p.m. 


All  U  ofT  students  FREE 
for  regular  season. 


BOX  OFFICE 


SUMMER  CAMP  NORTH 
OF  MONTREAL: 

Hiring  instructors  for  in-line  skate  park, 
high  ropes/climbing,  waterski,  wind- 
surf,  sailing,  canoeing,  kayaking,  swim, 
tennis,  basketball,  soccer,  gymnastics, 
archery,  football,  baseball,  pottery,  arts 
&  crafts,  beads/jewelry,  jazz  dance, 
electric  guitar,  drama  director,  female 
jr.  section  head,  and  nursing  students  to 
assist  camp  doctor,  www.mishmarcom, 
camp@mishmarcom 

INDUSTRY  SUMMER  TRAINING 
PROGRAM  FOR  UNDERGRADUATES 

Application  Deadline:  January  31,  2007. 
Participate  in  cutting-edge  arthritis 
research  in  an  industry  setting.  Salary: 
USD  $16-20/hr  Airfare  and  initial  visa 
application  costs  are  covered.  For  more 
information  visit  www.arthritisnetwork.ca 

SUMMER  JOBS  FOR  MEDICAL  AND 
ALLIED  HEALTH  PROFESSIONALS 

Application  Deadline:  January  31, 2007. 
Work  with  a  researcher  conducting 
research/development  focused  on 
arthritis.  Successful  applicants  receive  a 
bursary  and  applicable  travel  expenses. 
Visit  www.arthritisnetwork.ca  for  more 
information. 

INTELLIGENT  ENERGETIC,  BRIGHT 
MINDS  NEEDED 

To  fill  available  positions  as  parking  atten- 
dants. Flexible  hours,  flexible  schedule. 
Located  in  downtown  Toronto  by  the  lake. 
Call  Roberto  -  (416)  230-1452.  $10/hr. 


STUDENT  HOUSING  -  ST.  VLAD'S 
RESIDENCE  -  620  SPADINA  AVENUE 

Male  and  female  room  available  -  meal 
plan  included.  Please  call  416-923-3318 
or  drop  between  9  &  5  pm  -  Monday  thru 
Friday. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


FLEXIBLE,  ADAPTABLE  ROOMMATE 
NEEDED  FEBRUARY 

>10  min.  walk  to  Bloor  +  Dundas  >20  min. 
walk  to  King  +  Queen.  20  min.  by  subway 
or  streetcar  to  University.  A  cool  hood.  Spa- 
cious apt.  Great  4  students  (international). 
Outside  our  door  great  food,  lots  of  bars, 
music  venues,  hip  places.  Traveled,  taught 
abroad,  friendly  want  to  meet.  Call  416- 
53S-20f,f; 


READING  WEEK  IN  LONDON 

Make  this  the  best  break  ever!  549pp,  all 
accommodation,  breakfast  daily,  various 
sightseeing  tour/tickets,  free  drinks  night 
with  prizes,  free  London  guide  and  lots 
more.  Dates  available  for  17-24  February. 
Ring  1 800  340  9064;  sales@capital-toureltd. 
com;  www.capital-toursltd.com. 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 

GIANT  BOOK,  SOFTWARE,  CD  SALE 

Large  selection  of  bestsellers;  law,  biog- 
raphy health,  history,  politics,  dictionar- 
ies, kids,  business,  educational,  fiction, 
textbooks,  and  French  literature,  all  at 
discounted  prices.  421  Spadina.  416-754- 
4000. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING 
EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 


ON  CAMPUS  NOTARY  SERVICES: 

Certify  degree  certificates,  transcripts, 
diplomas;  sworn  affidavits,  etc.  229  Col- 
lege Street,  Unit  502.  Special  discount 
for  U  of  T  students.  647-290-4272. 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 


GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)- 
785-8898. 

TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  COPY 
EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and 
dissertations,  from  style  to  format. 
APA,  MLA  and  McGill  styles  are  speci- 
alities. Mary  Anne  Carswell.  MA,  MEd, 
mcarswell@svmDatico.ca ,  416-303-3106. 


Advertise  in  fAe  l/ars/fy 

ads@thevarsity.ca 

416-946-7604 


HUMBER 


Get  what  you  want  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 
the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 
DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


I  want  to  write  something  7 
that'll  make  people  see  the  / 
world  through  fresh  eyes!  I 
Somerthlng  they'll  want  to  / 
pass  on  to  their  children!  I 

YOU  WANT  TO  WRITE 
THE  LITTLE  PRINCE 


Except  that ' s 
been  done!  I 
want  scwethlng 
NEW  that  will 
touch  the  heart 
of  everyone, 

WITHOUT  EXCEI>T- 
lON.  ^ 


BASICALLY. 


1 


SO  -  get  to  work 
to  writing! 

I  can't! 
y  I  need 

INSPIRATION. 


/ 


This  Is  the  desire  authors  have,  Isn't  1t? 
TO  say  something  new  that  1s  nsvarthalass 
eternal?    To  really  touch  people,  to  change 
their  lives  for  the  better  using  only  their 
ideas? 

I  guess!    I  bet  some 
authors  just  want  to 
tell  jokes  about 
dinosaurs  though. 


That  wouldn't  be  so  bad 


okay,  here:  take  something  that's 
cannon  to  everyone,  and  present  it 
in  an  empathic,  sympathetic  light. 
HOW  about  -  letting  down  someone  you 
love!    we've  all  done  it  and  I  don't 
think  anyone 
enjoys  it.  ' 
There's 
pathos 
there. 


\ 


Brilliant! 
You've 
really 
he! ped 
me  out, 
utahraptor ! 


I  call  my  tale. 
Person  with 


SOON: 

The  Alluring 
Hidden  Greatness 
(Just  Like  you!)  who  Acci- 
dentally Let 
Down  Someone 
he  Loves 
but  then  Made 
Amends  and 

 :y  Kissed:  An 

Action-Packed 
Tale  of  the 
star  wars 
universe.  But 
Afterwards  They 
visit  The 
Enterprise  And 
Bender  is  There" 


CO  20C?  Ryan  nirv. 


ITCH  By  Daniel  Kaell 


'/ajm'.  qwantz .  corn 


CONTINUED. 


Come  play 
for  our 
team 

write  for  sports 
sports@thevarsity.ca 


QUIT  SMOKING 

AND  YOU  COULD  WIN  A  CAR. 


IVIOST 


Page  3  or 
www.harthouse.ca 


:DRIVEN  to  6iUIT 

CHAtlCNGe 


Uuit  smokiAij  lut  liif,  .,■!  •A.MCi  irid  you  could 

win  3  2007  Acuta  CSX.  join  The  Driven  lo  Quit  Challenge 
<3nd  cjet  support  slony  the  way  from  the  tanadiao 
Cdiii..':'!  Sixiely  Unukai','  Hi.'lpliim  d(  1  S77  513-5333 
Register  to  win  and  see  Challenge  details  at 


rtadijii 
Cauccr 
Society 


Sorirti! 
du  caucer 


'ublicHraltti 


Ihe  Driven  lo  Quit  Lhollenge  is  ptesented  In  collaboiation  wilh  your  local  public  health  unit. 

Pti/vi  i]i>idc  iw^vfble  lliiougli  the  iii^iivtou^  support  uf  )oltmuii  &  Joluisoii  liie. 


JANUARY  26"'  ONLY  IN  THEATRES 


2    MONDAY,  JANUARY  29, 2007 


ALL  ARTS 


review@thevarsity.ca 


HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


//ARTS  NEWS 


6> 

West  Enliancc. 
Eteidta  i  m 


Your  student  centre! 

SHOULD  I  STAY  OR 
SHOULD  I  GO? 


Pone/  D'lscusston:  Canadian  artists  in  the  Diaspora 
January  29th  at  6:00PM 
In  the  justina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1:30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  Come  find  out  how  you  can  spend  your 
Reading  Week  making  a  difference  in  the  community. 
Drop  in  for  coffee  &  cooides,  meet  new  people  and 
find  out  how  you  can  get  involved  on  campus. 


WHISKYAGoGo 

The  Cocktail  Hour  Re-defined 

Enjoy  a  fabulous  evening  of  Cocktails  &  Conversation. 
Enjoy  hors  d'ouvres  and  a  scotch  and  wh/sky  tasting. 

February  1st  at  7PM.  Adult  -  $40,  Student  -  $30 
Ticket  available  at  vmv/.uofttix.ca  or  416.978.8849 


JAZZ  @  OSCARS 

The.  Quinsm  Nachoff's  Rhodes  Trio  offers  a 
unique  look  at  modern  jazz  with  rock 

and  fusion  influences. 
February  2nd.  9:00PM.  Free  Concert! 


IN  THE  JUSTINA  M. 
BARNICKE  GALLERY 

Ludmila  Armata:  Fragments  of  the  Unknown 
and  Daniel  Barkfey:  Selected  Works 

Runs  untjl  February  8th. 


HART  HOUSE  ELECTIONS 

Take  Charge!  Be  the  fun  on  campus! 
Be  the  difference! 
YOU  ARE  MOST  WANTED 

Look  across  the  page  to  find  out  how 


FOOD  SUSTAINABILITY 
CONFERENCE 

The  Real  Dirt  on  Food:  Unearthing  the 
Controversies  Behind  the  Food  we  eat. 

Saturday  March  I  7th.  From  9AM  -  5PM 
Register  at  www.uofttix.ca  or  416.978.8849 
Visit  the  www.therealdirt.ca  for  more  details 


For  more  Hart  House 
events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452  j 


the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


RIP  DISCO  D:  Hip  hop  producer  David  Shayman  took  his  own  life  last  week. 

Producer  Disco-D 
commits  suicide 


Probable  causes:  Bipolar  disorder,  broken  marriage,  and  K-Fed  colab 


Rob  Duffy 


The  hip  hop  community  suffered  a 
tragic  loss  this  past  week  with  the 
suicide  of  David  Shayman,  an  up-and- 
coming  producer  who  worked  under 
the  moniker  of  Disco  D. 

Details  of  his  death  were  not  re- 
leased, but  he  had  been  diagnosed 
as  bipolar  and  was  suffering  from  de- 
pression. Some  cited  his  recent  split 
from  his  Brazilian  fiance,  as  well  as 
rumours  of  financial  trouble — he  was 
not  paid  for  some  recent  work — as 
possible  causes. 

Only  recently  had  Disco  D  won  the 
attention  of  the  mainstream,  with  his 
work  on  the  50  Cent  track  "Ski  Mask 
Way"  on  the  rapper's  2005  album  the 
Massacre.  His  other  notable  work  in- 
cludes producer  credits  on  Trick  Dad- 


dy's "I  Pop,"  and  several  tracks  he  did 
with  Kevin  Federline  for  the  latter's  de- 
but album.  Playing  With  Fire  (another 
possible  cause). 

Having  grown  up  in  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan,  Disco  D  began  his  career  in 
the  ghettotech  genre,  a  combination  of 
hip  hop  and  electronic  music.  He  was 
heavily  involved  in  developing  the 
genre  in  the  Detroit  scene,  possibly 
even  coining  the  name  ghettotech. 

Disco  D  was  known  for  his  wide 
range  of  influences — including  The 
Beatles,  Donna  Summer,  Primus  and 
GWAR.  Lately  he  had  split  his  time 
between  New  York  City  and  Brazil.  His 
interest  in  Brazilian  music  led  him  to 
found  the  label  Gringo  Luoco,  home 
to  celebrated  Brazilian  rappers  Braza, 
whose  single  "A  Copa  E  Nossa"  Disco 
D  produced. 


Disco  D's  death  adds  him  to  a — sad- 
ly— growing  group  known  to  some 
as  the  27  Club,  made  up  of  musicians 
who  died  at  that  age.  The  group  is  part 
of  the  legacy  of  such  artists  as  Jim! 
Hendrix,  Janis  Joplin,  Jim  Morrison 
and  the  Rolling  Stones'  Brian  Jones. 
The  legend  of  the  27  Club  got  more  at- 
tention in  1994  with  the  suicide  of  Kurt 
Cobain.  Music  fans  have  turned  up 
other  lesser-known  rock  stars,  such 
as  Chris  Bell  of  Big  Star  and  Dennes 
Boon  of  the  Minutemen,  to  include  in 
the  group. 

Fans  are  waiting  to  hear  if  work  by 
the  producer,  including  collabora- 
tions with  Chamillionaire,  Lil'  Scrappy 
and  Crime  Mob,  will  be  released  post- 
humously. 

Funeral  services  for  Disco  D  were 
held  in  Ann  Arbor  last  Friday. 


Meet  a  leading  scientist 
in  the  fight  against  cancer 


Dr.  Tom  Hudson  is  President  and  Scientific 
Director  of  the  Ontario  Institute  for  Cancer 
Research.  He  is  internationally  renowned 
for  his  work  in  decoding  the  human  genome. 
Dr.  Hudson  will  deliver  a  public  lecture  on 
the  future  of  cancer  research  with  a  focus 
on  how  recent  discoveries  in  genomics  will 
provide  us  with  a  better  understanding  on 
how  to  prevent,  diagnose  and  treat  cancer. 

From  discovery  to  clinical  impact 

Wednesday,  January  31,  2007  at  7  p.m. 

MaRS  Centre 

101  College  Street 

Queen's  Park  subway  station 

Admission  is  free 


Ontario 

Funding  provided  by  the  Government  of  Ontario 


Ontario  Institute 
for  Cancer  Research 
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Play  on  decay 

U  of  T  math  prof  reflects  on  his  octogenarian  parable,  Half  Life 


Naomi  Skwarna 


The  elegance  of  John  Mighton's  theat- 
rical writing  betrays  his  other  field  of 
expertise:  mathematics.  In  fact,  Migh- 
ton  is  a  playwright,  mathematician, 
and  educator.  Accomplished  and  in- 
novative in  all  these  forms,  Mighton  is 
an  adjunct  professor  at  U  of  T,  founder 
of  the  math  tutoring  program  JUMP, 
cind  winner  of  two  Governor  General's 
Awards  for  Drama,  three  Doras,  one 
Chalmers,  and  the  2005  Siminovitch 
Award  for  playwriting. 

His  latest  play  Half  Life — a  delicate 
meditation  on  age  and  memory,  and 
the  re-imagining  of  a  forgotten  love 
affcur  between  two  seniors  who  meet 
in  a  home  for  the  elderly — is  currently 
being  remounted  at  CanStage,  after  a 
hugely  successful  run  at  the  Tarragon 
Theatre  in  2005  and  an  ongoing  run  at 
the  Bluma  Appel  Theatre. 

Speaking  from  his  office  in  the  Fields 
Institute  at  U  of  T,  Mighton  spoke 
about  writing  Half  Life,  and  the  ideas 
and  experiences  that  feed  his  work  as 
a  writer  and  mathematician. 

"Many  of  the  things  I  write  are  based 
on  found  material,"  said  Mighton  when 
asked  how  the  idea  of  setting  Half  Life 
in  a  seniors'  home  developed. 

"My  mother  was  in  a  home  for  five 
years,  and  there  was  a  couple  who  fell 
in  love  and  decided  to  get  married. 
They  were  both  in  wheelchairs,  and 
had  difficulty  communicating.  You 
could  see  the  progression  of  their  meir- 
riage — all  of  it  happening  in  an  accel- 
erated form.  So  the  idea  partly  came 
from  that." 

The  various  characters  in  Half  Life 
reveal  Mighton's  background  in  phi- 
losophy. In  fact,  he  got  his  undergradu- 
ate degree  in  philosophy  from  U  of  T, 
before  moving  on  to  graduate  studies 
in  the  subject  at  McMaster 

"I've  always  been  interested  in  the 
question  of  what  makes  us  ourselves, 
and  the  extent  to  which  our  identities 
depend  on  memories  and  what  hap- 
pened to  us  in  the  past.  One  of  the 
questions  within  the  play  is  that  even 
if  [the  lovers]  Clara  and  Patrick  weren't 
in  love  when  they  first  met,  does  it  mat- 
ter? They  seem  to  be  in  love  at  the  end 
of  the  play,  after  those  memories  have 
faded.  Maybe  they've  constructed 
their  present  love  through  their  past." 

While  Mighton  can  muse  on  the 
older  characters'  seemingly  irrational 


U  of  T  Math  prof  John  Mighton  (above)  divides  his  focus  between  art  and  science 


newfound  love,  Clara's  middle-aged 
son  Doncild  has  more  difficulty  under- 
standing it.  "The  whole  play  is  about 
entropy  and  our  fight  against  loss  of 
memory,  loss  of  order,  and  dissolu- 
tion," Mighton  said  carefully,  opening 
his  hands  to  illustrate.  "It  takes  a  lot  of 
mental  discipline  to  control  our  mem- 
ories. We  all  have  very  deep  memories 
of  things  that  have  shaped  us  that  are 
almost  impossible  to  let  go  of,  and  that 
will  stop  us  from  taking  risks,  changing 
careers,  or  even  reinventing  ourselves. 
We'll  think,  '1  don't  have  that  ability,  no, 
1  wasn't  born  with  that  gift,'  so  we  don't 
do  certain  things." 

Half  Life  takes  the  form  of  a  series  of 
dreamlike  vignettes:  scenes  fade  into 
blackness,  or  are  abruptly  interrupt- 
ed. Mighton  relates  this  form  back  to 
his  affinity  for  found  material.  "1  didn't 
know  what  to  do  with  all  this  material 
until  1  just  remembered  randomly  one 
day  that  people  tend  to  forget  stories  at 


parties.  As  soon  as  I  wrote  the  mono- 
logue that  opens  the  play  I  realized 
1  had  a  form  for  the  rest  of  the  piece. 
Then  I  didn't  have  to  worry  so  much 
about  wrapping  everything  up. .  .which 
is  always  a  problem  for  me."  He  laughs 
gently  at  this  admission.  "1  could  just 
let  the  stories  tell  themselves  and  then 
fall  away  whenever  they  needed  to." 

And  what  about  the  constant  inter- 
ruptions in  Half  Life?  Do  they  make  a 
larger  comment  on  how  much  of  a 
struggle  it  is  for  people  to  get  to  the 
end  of  things  they  start?  "Almost  ev- 
ery conversation,  a  large  percentage 
of  what  we  do,  is  interrupted,"  says 
Mighton  wistfully.  "That's  not  usually 
shown  on  stage.  Characters  usually 
get  to  the  end  of  their  thoughts,  lead- 
ing to  the  dramatic  conclusion  of  the 
scene.  In  a  nursing  home  in  particular, 
you're  constantly  at  the  mercy  of  the 

SEE  MIGHTON' -PG  15 
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Literature  for  Our  Time  2007 
Hosted  BY  Nick  Mount 


Camilla  Gibb 

Friday,  2  February,  3-4  P.M. 


"Camilla  Gibb  is  surely  one  of  the  most  talented  writers  around....  She  can  do 
futmy,  she  can  do  sad,  she  can  do  sex.  I  suspect  that  there  is  little  that  this 
wonderful  woman  cannot  do."    —The  Times  (London) 

Join  Giller  finalist  Camilla  Gibb  for  a  discussion  of 
her  second  novel,  The  Petty  Details  of  So-and-So  's  Life, 
a  Globe  and  Mail  Best  Book  selection  that  follows  a 
dysfunctional  family  from  Niagara  Falls  to  Hell,  or 
maybe  Salt  Spring  Island. 

ALL  WELCOME 
Bader  Theatre,  Victoria  University,  93  Ciiarles  St.  W. 

http://individual.utoronto.ca/nickmount/readlngseries2006-07.htm 
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HART  HOUSE 
ELECTIONS 
2007-2008 


Put  your  name  forward  for  one 
of  10  student-run  committees 

Art  •  Debates  •  Farm 
Finance  •  House 
Literary  &  Library  •  IVIusic 
Recreational  Attiletics 
Social  Justice  •  Theatre 

INVEST  IN  YOURSELF &1000'S 
OF  STUDENTS 


NOIVIINATIONS 

Close  -  Wednesday,  Feb.  7th  at  noon 

VOTING 

Wednesday  &  Thursday, 
February  14th  &15th 


Elections  guides  and  nominations  forms 

are  available  at: 
St.  George:  Hart  House  Hall  Porters  Desk 
Mississauga:  Info  Desk  -  Student  Centre 
Scarborough:  Student  Centre  -  Office  of 
Student  Affairs  (SL157) 

FOR  INFORMATION  GOTO: 
www.harthouse.ca 
or  E-mail:  laney.marshall@utoronto.ca 
or  Call:  416.978.2452 

HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

416.978.2452  www.harthouse.utoronto.ca 
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Break  away  from  the  crowd  with  an 
alternative  Spring  Break  Experience 


mulimii 


Enjoy  our  Shopping  Package 

•  TViree  Night  occommodafions 

•  Full  Buffet  Breokfast  each  morning 

•  $50  Gift  Card  to  the  Mall  of  America* 
(No  taxes  on  clothing  and  footwuar) 

•  Free  shuttle  service  to  the  MOA* 


CROWNE  PLAZA 

MINNEAPOLIS 
AIRPORT  WEST 

USD  $269.00 

View  our  hotel  online  at  hltp://www.cpmsp.com 
Call  us  of  952-831-8000  or  book  online  at  www.crowneplaza.com 

This  package  is  valid  from  February  1 9,  2007  to  April  6,  2007  •  Subject  lo 
applicable  taxes  •  Valid  For  2  people  per  room  •  One  gift  card  per  package 
paid.  Given  at  check-in  •  Advance  reservations  required 

Canada  Law  from  Abroad 

U.K.  International  Education  Bridge  to 
LLBs  &  LLMs  At  Top  Tier  University, 
Queen  iVIary,  University  of  London 

Three-year  L.L.B.  for  students  with  high  school  diplomas 
or  any  university 
Two  year  advanced  LL.B.for  baccalaureate  graduates 
NoLSAT-NoLNAT 
Specialised  &  General  LLMs 
Ontario  Fair  Access  to  Regulated  Professions 

Register  for  an  information  session  -  Events  &  Happenings  page 
www.canadalawfromabroad.com 

^  Queen  Mary 


SCHOOL  OF  LAW 


http://www.qmul.ac.uk/law/ 


THE  UNIVERSITY  PROFESSOR 

LECTURE  SERIES 

AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 
2006-2007 


A  Neural  Network  That 
Learns  to  See 

Geoffrey  E.  Hinton 

Department  of  Computer  Science 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 


Tuesday,  January  30,  2007 
7:30  pm 

George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  15  Devonshire  Place 

FREE  ADMISSION  •  GENERAL  SEATING  •  DOORS  OPEN  AT  6:30  P.M. 
For  more  information,  visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca  or  call  (416)  946-S937. 

T>«  Univ«rv;y  PfofeiVjr  Leaure  Series  ;s  prtietited  by  ttie  GLOBAL 
Global  Knowlc<)je  Foundation  and  sponsored  by  ttw  iiffvlOWLE  DGE 

l-aculfry  of  Am  nvi  Science  and  ctie  tMei-woo^  l  oondation.         FOUN  DATlor*J 
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Countdown  to  Nine 


UC  Follies  reinvent 
Fellini  adaptation 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


Stephen  Low  wanted  an  artistic  clial- 
lenge.  While  the  last  three  years  have 
seen  UC  Follies  revisit  such  Broadway 
hits  as  A  Chorus  Line  and  Jesus  Christ 
Superstar  under  the  skillful  direction 
of  Elena  Mosoff,  Low  has  his  sights  set 
on  exploring  a  more  arty  and  obscure 
production. 

Low  chose  the  musiccil  Nine,  bcised  on 
Italian  cinema  legend  Fredrico  Fellini's 
1963  autobiographical  film  8  'A,  about  a 
filmmaker  suffering  from  writer's  block. 
The  title  is  a  joke  about  his  total  artistic 
output  to  date:  six  full-length  films,  two 
shorts  and  a  movie  he  co-directed  add 
up  to  7  V2  movies,  with  the  project  he's 
struggling  to  finish  potentially  advanc- 
ing the  count  to  8  ^A.  The  film  was  adapt- 
ed into  a  musical  by  Arthur  Kopit  and 
Maury  Yeston  in  the  early  eighties,  and 
in  homage  to  Fellini  the  duo  decided  to 
count  their  adaptation  as  another  half- 
credit  creating  a  revised  total  of  Nine. 

The  plot  centres  around  Guido  Conti- 
ni,  a  filmmaker  who's  enjoyed  past  suc- 
cess but  is  currently  frustrated  in  his  at- 
tempts to  pen  another  masterpiece.  To 
make  matters  worse,  his  marriage  is  on 
the  rocks  and  the  remote  spa  he's  holed 
up  in  is  under  assault  by  furious  film 
producers  and  jealous  ex-mistresses. 

"Nine  is  exciting  because  it  was 
adapted  from  this  brilliant  film,  but  it 
also  stands  on  its  own,"  said  Low,  a 
third-year  student  of  English  Literature 
and  Sexual  Diversity  Studies  at  Univer- 
sity College.  Detouring  from  the  Follies' 
recent  run  of  high-profile  shows,  Low 
wanted  to  show  audiences  something 
less  well-known  that  they  might  not 
have  the  chance  to  see  anyplace  else. 

"Somewhere  in  the  world  there's  a 


The  UC  Follies  turn  8  'A  into  Nine  next  week  at  Hart  House  Theatre. 


production  of  Oklahoma  every  day  of 
the  week,"  he  noted  during  a  break  from 
rehearsal  in  the  basement  of  Morrison 
Hall.  In  an  effort  to  escape  predictabil- 
ity, and  realizing  that  directing  the  Fol- 
lies' ensemble  of  students  and  young 
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professionals  was  the  perfect  (and  pos- 
sibly only)  opportunity  to  mount  this 
hidden  gem.  Low  set  about  re-inventing 
Nine  with  gusto. 

Despite  having  two  Broadway  pro- 
ductions (the  debut  in  1982  starring 
Raul  Julia  as  Contini,  and  a  revival  in 
2003  with  Antonio  Banderas  in  the  lead- 
ing role)  Nine  has  largely  flown  under 
the  pop-culture  radar,  which  is  one  of 
the  main  reeisons  Low  chose  it.  Since 
most  audience  members  will  be  seeing 
the  show  for  the  first  time  and  won't 
bring  memories  or  expectations  from 
previous  performances.  Low  opted  to 
"explore  the  show  with  a  team  of  ac- 
tors and  designers."  A  by-the-numbers 
revival  simply  wouldn't  do. 

One  interesting  choice  by  Low  is  the 
use  of  bed  sheets  in  the  set.  "The  show 
is  about  sex  and  love,  but  it's  also  about 
film,"  he  said.  And  as  everyone  with  an 
old  film  projector  in  the  attic  knows, 
bed  sheets  make  great  impromptu  mov- 
ie screens.  The  cast  uses  the  sheets  to 
play  with  shadow  and  light,  and  also 
to  represent  the  two-dimensional  view 
the  womanizing  Contini  initially  has  of 
his  wife  and  ex-mistresses. 

With  just  a  little  over  a  week  to  go 
before  opening  night.  Low  is  confident 
in  his  cast,  an  ensemble  he  says  is  "in- 
credible" to  work  with.  He  gushes  that 
he  "could  not  have  asked  for  a  better 
group."  This  is  good  news,  as  Low  is 
quick  to  acknowledge  that  his  job  ends 
when  the  lights  go  down.  "As  a  director, 
all  my  work  is  in  the  process.  I  don't  get 
an  opening  night." 

The  production  includes  black-and- 
white  costumes  created  by  Julia  Long 
to  evoke  the  feel  of  early  cinema,  and 
features  Follies  veterans  David  Pereira 
(J.C.  in  Jesus  Christ  Superstar)  and  Jamie 
Arfin  (Val  in  A  Chorus  Line)  among  oth- 
ers. 

Nine  opens  Feb.  7  and  runs  until  Feb. 
18  at  Hart  House  Theatre. 

For  tickets  call  the  Hart  House  Theatre 
box  office  at:  416-978-8849  or  visit 
www.uofttix.ca 
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Not  just  Trifles 

U  of  T's  Graduate  Centre  for  Study  of  Drama  presents  two  folk-tragedies 


Miriam  Cross 


Those  entering  the  Robert  Gill 
Theatre  expecting  a  reprieve  from 
the  winter  should  be  forewarned: 
though  the  blistering  winds  are 
mere  soundtrack,  the  dull  winter 
sheen  a  trick  of  the  lights,  and  the 
suffocating  snowdrifts  just  painted 
panels,  the  indoor  winter  created 
by  the  Graduate  Centre  for  Study  of 
Drama  is  far  more  chilling  than  the 
one  outdoors. 

Still,  those  willing  to  brave  the 
harsh  winters  of  rural  North  Ameri- 
ca will  be  amply  rewarded.  The  two 
one-act  plays,  written  by  two  trail- 
blazing  female  playwrights,  explore 
the  struggles  women  faced  in  the 
early  decades  of  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury and  the  tragic  forces  that  com- 
pelled them  into  action. 

In  the  first  play  of  the  evening,  5/(7/ 
Stands  the  House,  a  mentally  unsta- 
ble woman  enlists  a  blizzard  to  car- 
ry out  a  desperate  act.  In  the  second, 
Trifles,  frigid  winter  encroaches  on  a 
farmhouse  as  three  men  investigate 
a  murder,  while  two  women  work  to 
cover  up  its  perpetrator. 

Director  Amanda  Lockitch  had 
her  sights  set  on  TriRes  ever  since 
reading  it  as  an  undergrad  at  UBC. 
Now  a  second-year  PhD  student 
studying  Drama  at  U  of  T,  she  chose 
the  play,  written  in  1914  by  Ameri- 
can playwright  Susan  Glaspell,  part- 
ly because  of  its  depiction  of  female 
solidarity  in  the  face  of  social,  po- 
litical, and  economic  vulnerability. 
In  the  play,  an  unseen  woman  is  sus- 


Kristin  Wallace  (left)  and  Jen  Pogue  (right)  star  in  Trities,  on  now  at  the  Robert  Gill  Theatre. 


pected  of  murdering  her  husband. 
As  men  investigate  the  crime  scene, 
two  of  their  wives,  sympathetic  to 
the  woman's  motive,  surreptitious- 
ly undermine  the  investigation. 

Lydia  Wilkinson  directs  Still 
Stands  the  House,  another  way- 
back  play,  this  one  written  in  1939 


by  Gwen  Pharis  Ringwood.  Also  a 
second-year  PhD  student,  Wilkin- 
son took  an  interest  in  Ringwood, 
one  of  the  earliest  female  Canadian 
playwrights,  and  was  struck  by  her 
play's  theme  of  grief  and  the  para- 
lyzing effect  of  letting  it  go  unre- 
solved. 


Unlike  Trifles,  House  depicts  fe- 
male discord.  The  aggrieved  Hes- 
ter Warren  is  deeply  attached  to 
her  desolate  family  home  but  must 
contend  with  her  pregnant  sister- 
in-law,  who  is  pressuring  Hester's 
brother  to  sell  the  house.  When  he 
finally  agrees,  Hester's  desperation 


erupts  in  a  horrifying  act. 

While  the  story's  parallels  stand 
out  on  their  own,  Lockitch  and 
Wilkinson  collaborated  on  the  set 
and  costume  design,  lighting,  and 
sound  in  order  to  achieve  a  sense 
of  unity  between  the  two  works. 
After  auditioning  over  30  people, 
they  narrowed  it  down  to  a  cast 
of  seven  between  the  two  plays, 
including  three  U  of  T  drama  stu- 
dents. In  this  gig,  the  kind  where 
the  only  payment  is  a  free  drink  at 
the  reception,  the  cast  and  crew 
are  truly  in  it  for  the  love  of  theatre. 
Lockitch  and  Wilkinson  finished 
their  program's  required  practical 
hours  long  ago  and  mounted  this 
production  for  pure  enjoyment — 
or  in  Lockitch's  words,  to  preserve 
her  sanity. 

Despite  the  dominating  presence 
of  four  headstrong  female  char- 
acters, Lockitch  and  Wilkinson 
are  quick  to  stress  that  these  sto- 
ries are  not  aggressively  feminist 
texts.  They  chose  these  plays  to 
showcase  two  under-recognized 
female  playwrights  and  to  dispel 
the  notion  that  turn-of-the-century 
female  authors  were  all  message- 
heavy  suffragettes.  The  rich  mate- 
rial speaks  for  itself,  and  gripping 
themes  of  madness,  subversion, 
and  empowerment  are  sure  to  ap- 
peal to  the  minds  of  men  and  wom- 
en alike. 

Still  Stands  the  House  and  Trifles 
run  at  the  Robert  Gill  Theatre  Jan. 
25-Feb.  4. 


Would  you  like  to  try  a  new 
contraceptive  pill? 

An  innovative  combined  oral  contraceptive  pill  has  been 
developed  and  is  available  for  use  by  women  throughout  the 
world  as  part  of  a  large  medical  research  study.  This  study  not 
only  aims  to  confirm  the  efficacy  and  safety  of  the  new  pill,  but 
will  also  examine  possible  effects  on  mood  and  sexuality,  and 
symptoms  related  to  the  menstrual  period. 

You  may  qualify  to  participate  if  you  are: 
••  A  sexually  active  woman 

•  Needing  contraception  and  willing  to  use  a  pill  for  12  months 

•  At  least  1 8  but  no  older  than  50  years 

•  In  good  physical  and  mental  health 


All  women  taking  part  in  the  study  will  receive  confidential 
medical  examinations,  blood  tests  and  supply  of  the  pill 
free  of  charge.  All  enquires  will  be  treated  in  the  strictest 
confidence. 

To  learn  more  about  taking  part  in  this  study  please  call 
our  research  nurse  at  416-351-3800  extension  2842 


R|£G^D^AY£ATJJofT 

Sid  Smith  (Main  Floor)  Hallway 
Mon.,  Jan.  29th  -  Fri,,  Feb.  2na 

11  am  -  3  pm 

«iSAVE  10% 
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214  College  Sr.  Toronto 
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University  of  Toronto  Drama  Coalition  and  Hart  House  Theatre  present 

'•''""UofT 

DRAAAA  FESTIVAL 


U  of  Ts  Playwrtting  Festival  Premieres  9  student  writterr  one-act  plays 


I 


/  /  U  Adjudicated  by 

Graham  Cozzubbo 


HART  HOUSE  THEATRE 

February  1  -  3,  2007  -  Thurs  to  Sat  7:30pm 

ONLY  $10  for  STUDENTS 


Thurs  Feb  1st 

Heroine  Addiction 

by  Melodie  Edwards 

(Hart  House  Drama  Society) 

We  Can  Get  Them 

For  You  Who/esa/e 

by  Genevieve  Mogfofo 

(UTSC  Drama  Society) 

Adult  Toys 

by  J.  Lee  Symisfer 

(UTSC  Drama  Society) 


Fri  Feb  2nd 

ComMentary 

by  Soroh  Worren 

(St.  Michael's  College  Drama  Society) 

Holiday 

by  Alexandra  Napier 

(Victoria  College  Drama  Society) 

First  Draft 

by  Co/een  MacPherson 

(Hart  House  Drama  Society) 


Drama  http://drama.sa.utoronto.ca 


i     Proudly  Supported  by:    „^       AMCrr*  At  C 

j^lQ  mbna  t  foundation 


Sat  Feb  3rd 

Me  and  My 

Asian  Mottier 

by  Vivian  Cheung 

(UTM  Drama  Club) 

Cousins  of  Corsica 

by  Jessica  Seguin 

(UTM  Drama  Club) 

The  Entertainer 

by  Kevin  Kline 

(St.  Michael's  College  Drama  Society  & 
Woodsworth  College  League  of  Dramatists) 


BOX  OFFICE 


uefttix.ca 

,«  978-8849 
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Getting  to  know  Genocide 

Part  primer,  part  call  to  action,  this  book  packs  a  real  punch 


J.P.  Antonacci 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Intended  as  a  primer  for  interested  readers 
from  higfi  school  up,  Genocide:  A  Ground- 
work Guide  is  a  well-written  response  to 
some  deceptively  simple  questions  that 
are  so  hard  to  answer:  what  is  genocide, 
why  does  it  keep  happening,  and  how  can 
we  stop  it? 

Author  (and  editor  of  the  Groundwork 
Guides  series)  Jane  Springer  starts  her  sur- 
vey with  an  account  of  the  current  situa- 
tion in  Darfur,  Sudan — a  modern  example 
of  genocide  that  shows  the  topic's  imme- 
diate relevance,  especially  to  readers  who 
think  the  concept  of  genocide  ended  with 
the  Holocaust. 

Springer's  liberal  use  of  inserts  and  per- 
sonal stories  breaks  up  the  narrative  into 
easily  readable  sections — a  great  touch  for 
the  average  citizen  who  may  know  next  to 
nothing  about  genocide  and  how  the  term 
(and  the  crime)  has  persisted  to  this  day. 

The  guide  includes  a  definition  (geno- 
cide occurs  "when  a  large  part  of  society 
acts  on  or  ignores  others  acting  upon 
hatred")  and  a  tightly  packed  historical 
overview  of  genocide  covering  the  last  500 
years  of  human  history.  It  is  quite  stunning 
to  read  about  all  the  cases,  one  after  an- 
other, that  put  the  lie  to  the  "Never  Again" 
pledge  made  by  the  international  commu- 
nity after  the  Holocaust. 

Marked  throughout  by  concise,  strong 
writing.  Genocide  is  a  factual  and  direct 
guide  to  understanding  the  "crime  of 
crimes."  Springer's  simplified  yet  powerful 
summary  of  the  Holocaust  is  emblematic 


of  her  good  use  of  case  studies  to  illus- 
trate the  severity  and  pervasiveness  of  the 
crime. 

The  more  theoretical  sections  of  the 
book  push  an  urgent  moral  imperative. 
The  book  defines  a  surprisingly  large  num- 
ber of  conflicts  and  political  situations  as 
full-fledged  or  developing  genocides.  Some 
of  these  characterizations  are  a  stretch. 

Springer  fits  the  slave  trade,  the  forced 
relocation  of  Native  children  to  Canada's 
residential  schools,  and  the  current  prac- 
tice of  withholding  affordable  AIDS  medi- 
cation to  Third  World  countries  into  the 
UN  Genocide  Convention's  definition  of 
genocide  because  each  involve  the  sus- 
pension of  a  group's  "collective  rights."  She 
calls  for  the  repression  of  political  groups 
to  be  similarly  included  in  the  Convention. 

While  the  above  cases  are  examples  of 
our  terrible  willingness  to  play  God  with 
the  fate  of  millions  of  people,  simply  lump- 
ing all  instances  of  repression  or  injustice 
under  the  "genocide"  label  may  weaken 
the  term  when  it  is  (rightly)  applied  by  ad- 
vocates to  situations  like  Darfur. 

And  though  she  did  promise  "a  strong 
point  of  view,"  Springer  occasionally 
strays  too  far  into  personal  opinion  about 
the  United  States,  with  comments  critical 
of  the  "war  crimes  of  aggression"  in  Iraq 
and  Vietnam  that  don't  have  much  to  do 
with  the  topic  under  consideration.  She 
somehow  links  the  death  penalty  and  the 
U.S.'s  lack  of  commitment  to  the  Kyoto  Ac- 
cord with  America's  unwillingness  to  stop 
genocide,  and  calls  the  "axis  of  evil"  desig- 
nation applied  to  states  like  Iran  and  North 
Korea  a  racist  moniker  that  could  lead  to 


BOOK  REVIEW 


Genocide 


by  Jane  Springer 


Rating:  VVVW 


genocide,  which  is  a  bit  much. 

Along  with  these  off-topic  objections, 
Springer  correctly  identifies  America's 
snubbing  of  several  key  human  rights  trea- 
ties (such  as  the  Convention  on  the  Rights 
of  the  Child)  as  an  impediment  to  protect- 
ing vulnerable  societies  from  genocide. 

These  opinionated  sections  make  the 
guide  a  little  less  scholarly,  but  they  also 
add  an  emotional  stake  and  sense  of  ur- 
gency not  often  found  in  news  coverage 
of  genocide.  The  media's  lack  of  real  emo- 
tion. Springer  implies,  is  at  the  heart  of  the 
problem  with  how  we  address  the  crime 
today. 

The  book's  conclusion  covers  the  dif- 
ferent but  complementary  roles  govern- 
ments, the  UN,  NGOs,  and  the  media  can 
play  in  preventing  genocide,  and  presents 
testimonials  from  survivors  and  perpe- 
trators (including  revealing  quotes  from 
Rwandan  genocidiares)  that  suggest  how 
fractured  societies  can  reconcile  and  go 
forward.  Recommendations  for  further 
reading  and  ways  for  individuals  to  get 
involved  in  genocide  prevention  are  also 
included. 


Writers  Wanted. 

Write  for  A&E! 
Contact 

review@thevarsity.ca. 


TA  TP  Excellence  Award  i= 

..do  you  know  a  great  TA  ?  S^f 


WHAT  IS  IT? 

A  University-wide  award  to  honour  exceptional  TAs  and 
their  important  role  at  UofT.  Four  awards  of  $200  each  are 
made  on  the  basis  of: 

•Excellence  in  Teaching 

•Educational  Leadership 

•Dedication  to  Students 


HOW  DOES  IT  WORK? 

Candidates  need  at  least  2 
student  nominations  and  1 
faculty  nomination  from 
individuals  familiar  with  their 
teaching.  Finalists  will  be  asked 
for  a  brief  teaching  dossier  to 
support  their  nomination. 


WHO  IS  ELIGIBLE? 

Candidates  must  hold  or  have 
held  a  TAship  of  at  least  100 
hours  within  the  last  3 
academic  terms.  Past 
recipients  of  the  TATP 
Excellence  Award  are  not 
eligible  for  nomination. 


NOMINATION  DEADLINE:  5PM,  MARCH  2"^,  2007 


HOW  DO  I  GET  INVOLVED? 

To  make  a  nomination  or  for  more  information, 
please  visit: 

http://www.utoronto.ca/tatp/reachingAward.hlml 
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This  way 


Start  at  Ernst  &  Young,  and  your  career  is 
headed  in  the  right  direction.  With  our 
award-winning  training  programs,  you'll  have 
the  resources  you  need  to  enhance  your , 
skills.  It's  an  environment  that  promotes 
your  personal  and  professional  growth  and 
success.  So  there's  only  one  way  to  go- up. 
Visit  us  on  campus  or  at  ey.com/us/careers. 


mmmE 


100  BEST 

COMPANIES^ 
TOWORKFOR^ 


to 


Audit  •  Tax  •  Transaction  Advisory  Services 

EU  Ernst  &YOUNG 

©  2007  FuNsi  &  YajNCi  up 

Quality  In  Everything  We  Do 
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Future  Lines  2 by  UTSC  student  Samina  Mansuri. 


Object  objection 

UTSC  art  show  puts  process  over  product 


Rita  Medynsky 


Until  the  last  few  decades,  art  has 
always  been  a  show  of  objects, 
like  paintings,  sculptures  or,  say. 


autographed  urinals,  that  are  the 
sole  focus  of  an  exhibit,  holding 
everyone's  attention.  But  many  art 
movements,  such  as  performance 
art  and  conceptualism,  have  shift- 


ed the  central  focus  from  the  prod- 
uct to  the  creative  process.  And  it's 
about  time  the  object  got  knocked 
off  its  pedestal. 
Post  Object,  the  latest  show  at 


UTSC's  Doris  McCarthy  Gallery, 
presents  the  work  of  five  artists 
(Michael  Joo,  Kimsooja,  Rayinder 
Reddy,  Pushpamala  N.  and  Samina 
Mansuri)  who  all  explore  and  chal- 
lenge the  object's  identity.  Curated 
by  Prof.  Deepali  Dewan,  the  exhibit 
includes  performance,  video,  in- 
stallation, sculpture,  and  other  me- 
dia as  well.  These  works  don't  com- 
pletely reject  the  notion  of  a  central 
object,  but"  challenge  its  primary 
importance. 

If  there  is  a  central  item  in  the 
show,  Michael  Joo's  video,  entitled 
Salt  Transfer  Cycle,  is  it.  In  the  first 
segment  of  the  three-part  piece, 
the  artist  swims  in  200  lbs  of  salt. 
In  the  second  part  he  re-enacts 
the  process  of  human  evolution  in 
the  Great  Salt  Desert  of  Utah,  and 
in  the  last  elk  lick  salt  off  his  body 
and  a  fallen  antler  bleeds,  giving 
salt  back  to  the  earth.  These  three 
parts  repeat,  emulating  and  inter- 
preting the  cyclic  exchange  of  salt 
shown  in  the  footage. 

Kimsooja's  work,  Sewing  into 
Walking,  is  another  video  produc- 
tion. Three  videos,  playing  on  three 
TVs  stacked  on  top  of  each  other, 
compare  two  acts:  that  of  sewing 
traditional  Korean  bedcovers  and 
that  of  walking.  The  artist  cleverly 
portrays  a  person  as  a  needle,  and 
the  processes  of  walking  and  sew- 
ing interweave  engagingly. 

Ravinder  Reddy  created  a  sculp- 
ture called  Woman  that  depicts  not 
only  its  female  subject,  but  also  a 
central  aspect  of  Indian  culture. 
Reddy's  work  draws  a  contrast  be- 
tween the  sharp  composure  of  the 
head  and  the  bulging  natural  con- 
tours of  the  body,  inviting  both  at- 
traction and  revulsion. 

Unlike  these  others,  Samina  Man- 


suri's  work  exists  outside  of  a  cul- 
tural context.  Future  Lines  2  throws 
a  multiple-perspective  labyrinth 
of  vibrant  lines  onto  the  walls  of  a 
room.  The  viewers  catch  a  colour- 
ful line  and  follow  it  around  the 
room,  treading  a  path  both  physi- 
cal and  psychological.  Leading  the 
audience's  eyes  and  their  feet,  the 
lines  act  as  metaphors  for  experi- 
ence and  choosing  a  pathway  in 
life. 

Post  Object  runs  January  18-March 
11,  2007 

Rating:  VVVW 


Invest  in 
yourself 


Students 


Page  3  or 
www.harthouse.ca 


The  Hart  House  Music        ^  ♦  •  ^ 

Committee  and  worlds  mi  music  t»ront* 
Present:     ®  •  • 


Mr.  Someihingiometlilng 


A  little  something  for  the  Body.  A  little  something  for 
the  Mind.  A  little  something  to  make  your  toes  tap. 
This  5  piece  band  will  have  you  rocking  to  their 
high  energy  style  of  funky  Afro  Beats  and 
groovy  Global  Rhythms. 

Thursday  Feb.  1st,  2007 
9:00pm  In  the  Arbor  Room  -  FREE 


West  t.nt(aitse, 
EtevalorKTIY 


HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

416.978.2452  www.harthousexa 


Firetrap  •  Bench  •  Kangaroos  •  Elle 
•  Goldigga  •  Wolverine  •  Full  Circle 

•  Hooch  •  Nevada  •  Super  Dry 
Tommy  Hilfiger  •  Benetton  Handbags 


421  SPADINA  AVENUE  (South  of  College) 

M0N-FRI10-7  .  SAT  10-6  •  SUN  12-5 
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Zach  Slootsky 

SPECIAL  TO  THE  VARSITY 


Sussing  out  Toronto's  coolest  parties 


A  common  misconception  exists,  among  U  of 
T  students,  that  if  you  want  to  dance  the  night 
away,  you  have  to  swallow  your  pride  and  visit 
The  Brunswick  House  or — god  forbid — subject 
yourself  to  the  horrors  of  clubland.  This  mistake 
leads  all  too  many  students  down  a  sketchy  cor- 
ridor, to  traps  set  by  date-raping  thirty-some- 
things and  Civic-pimpin'  905ers. 

As  part  of  The  Varsity's  quest  to  better  im- 
prove your  student  experience,  we've  selected 
a  sampling  of  Toronto's  premiere  dance  parties 
in  the  hopes  of  protecting  you  from  cheesy,  un- 
provoked grinding  attempts,  and  worse.  We  are 
also  proud  to  promote  some  of  Toronto's  finest 
DJ  talent  and  the  creative,  hardworking  promot- 
ers that  keep  'em  in  vinyl.  Don't  fall  victim  to 
clubland's  siren-like  calls  (never  mind  the  actual 
police  sirens)  and  $8.50  domestic  beer. 

Shit  La  Merde:  $5  @  Sneaky  Dee's  Upstairs  on 
Last  Friday  of  every  month 

A  Shit  La  Merde  Toronto  dance  party  is  the  de- 
ftnitiue  Toronto  dance  party.  Going  strong  for 
over  two  years,  the  resident  DJ  (who  shares  the 
event's  moniker)  packs  floors  with  self-described 
"new  things,  and  jams."  Holding  his  dance  party 
in  a  rock  n'  roll  bar,  La  Merde  explains  it's  "for 
kids  that  aren't  down  with  the  club  district."  If 
you,  too,  are  allergic  to  Richmond  Street,  enjoy 
Sneaky  Dee's  and  the  cheap  drinks  and  signa- 
ture nachos  which  are  just  a  trip  downstairs. 

You  might  hear:  "Worryin"  by  Phones,  "Gimmie  All 
Your  Loving"  by  ZZ  Top,  "Tenderoni"  by  Chro- 
meo. 


The  Clap:  $Free  @  The  Beaver  on  the  second- 
last  Friday  of  every  month 

Despite  the  gonorrhea  reference,  dance  party 
founder  Colin  Bergh  is  c\ean  in  our  books.  More 
intimate  than  Shit  La  Merde,  The  Clap  can  mu- 
tate into  whatever  you  want  it  to  be.  The  Queen 
West  locale  features  a  floor  packed  with  regulars 
with  room  thankfully  left  over  to  chill  with  close 
friends.  Bergh,  the  head  DJ  (alongside  Alex  Wolf- 
son,  Vanessa  Fischer)  says  that  he  spins  "house, 
electro,  hip  hop,  and  pop.  Like,  party  music." 
We'll  take  his  word  for  it. 

You  might  hear:  "Intro"  by  Alan  Braxe  &  Fred 
Faike,  "My  Love"  by  Justin  Timberlake,  "This  Is 
Sick"  by  Solid  Groove. 


The  SkeletwinZ:  usually  $Free  @  The  Drake 
Lounge,  the  third  Saturday  of  every  month 

The  Drake  can  be  a  hard  place  to  throw  par- 
ties. Since  the  yuppie  clientele  in  the  oversized 
upstairs  lounge  is  typically  older,  it  can  be  hard 
for  any  aispiring  promoter  to  encourage  a  dance- 
friendly  atmosphere.  Luckily,  the  Toronto-based 
DJs  Rory  Them  Finest  and  Jimmy  Limit  are  far 
from  typical.  Their  "fashionable  music"  mandate 
encompasses  "everything  from  movie  scores  to 
Motown"  and  in  just  one  year  they've  managed 
to  bring  in  such  heavyweights  as  Pase  Rock, 
Devlin  &  Darko  and  Rosstradamus.  Respect. 


You  might  hear:  "Tony  The  Beat  (Rex  The  Dog  Re- 
mix)" by  The  Sounds,  "Just  Died  In  Your  Arms 
Tonight"  by  Curses!,  and  "Midnight  Swim  (Sur- 
kin  Remix)"  by  Para  One. 


Big  Primpin':  $5  @  stone's  Place  on  the  first 
Saturday  of  every  month 

It's  not  that  other  nights  aren't  gay-positive; 
it's  just  that  none  of  them  attract  such  a  mixed 
crowd  as  Big  Primpin'.  Known  as  "the  gay  Ener- 
gizer  bunny  of  indie  dance  parties,"  Big  Primpin' 
earns  props  as  the  most  homosexually-inspired 
hip  hop  event  in  Toronto.  Resident  DJs  Rory 
Them  Finest,  Tex  and  Mi-Nuh  Care  play  "anthe- 
mic  hip-hop  and  gay  diva"  alongside  guests  in- 
cluding Rapid  Ric,  The  Cut  Boys,  Paul  Devro  and 
My! Gay! Husband!.  Diana  Ross  and  Jay-Z  have 
never  sounded  so  good  together. 

You  might  hear:  "Make  It  Rain"  by  Fat  Joe  Feat. 
Lil'  Wayne,  "I  Wanna  Dance  With  Somebody"  by 
Whitney  Houston,  "Go  Getta"  by  Young  Jeezy 
Feat.  R  Kelly 

Full  Effect:  $5  @  Tiger  Bar  w/  Jokers  of  the  . 
Scene.  Next:  Saturday  Feb.  3 

Any  party  located  underneath  bipster  (read: 
blue  collar  hipster)  breakfast  joint  Aunties  and 
Uncles  pretty  much  encourages  you  to  try  and 
stay  awake  until  morning,  so  it's  too  bad  that  this 
party  isn't  after-hours — yet.  Tiger  Bar  is  a  small 
but  mighty  space,  with  a  sizeable  dance  floor  to 
enjoy  banger  after  banger  that  DJs  Dougie  Boom 
and  Fistfight  spin  until  closing.  The  "under- 
ground music  for  an  underground  club"  event  in- 
cludes Chicago  house  and  Detroit  techno.  After 
a  couple  tracks,  you'll  burn  off  the  pancakes  you 
ate  upstairs  that  morning. 

You  might  hean  "WAYUH"  (Claude  Von  Stroke 
Panty  Dropper  Mix)  by  The  Rapture,  "Duchess 
Says"  (Pirate  SoundSystem  Remix)  by  Black  Flag, 
"Work  That  Motherfucker"  by  Steve  Poindexter. 


Fuck  Faces:  $5  @  Various  Locations 
Next:  Feb.  10  @  Sneaky  Dee's  w/Thunderheist 

This  party  is  high-octane.  According  to  one 
promoter,  DJs  Cryo,  Barbi,  Fistfight  and  Dougie 


Boom  play  "music  that  will  rpake  you  climb  the 
walls."  Any  fan  of  "aggro  party  music"  will  dig  the 
harder  vibe,  with  help  from  DJs  Caps  &  Jones, 
Colin  Bergh  and  Andrew  Allsgood. 

You  might  hear:  "When  I  Hear  Music"  by  Debbie 
Deb,  "Da  Funk  (Radio  Slave  Edit)"  by  Daft  Punk, 
"Ass  N  Titties"  by  DJ  Assault. 


Footwork  Tuesdays  $Free  @  Andy  Poolhall 
every  Tuesday 


DJ  Fase  has  been  running  solid  hip-hop  parties 
in  Toronto  for  years.  Originally  at  NASA  before 
it  turned  into  a  pizza  joint.  Footwork  Tuesdays 
guarantees  a  good  showing  from  the  Toronto  hip 
hop  community.  "It's  really  a  hip  hop,  funk,  soul, 
old-school  night,  but  1  do  a  couple  sets  of  pretty 
much  anything  I  else  I  might  be  feeling:  R&B,  jazz 
or  retro"  says  Fase.  Bonus:  you  can  also  play  a 
round  of  pool  before  last  call. 


You  might  hear: 

Fase. 


'It  depends  on  the  show,"  says 


Monday  Meetings:  $Free  @  The  Social  every 
Monday 

The  best  thing  about  this  party  isn't  the  venue 
(good),  the  crowd  (great)  or  even  the  tunes 
(mostly  electro  with  some  oldies,  hip  hop  and 
rock).  It's  that  for  one  very  special  hour,  between 
10:30  and  11:30,  drinks  only  cost  $1.50.  You  can 
live  like  a  bailer,  buy  drinks  for  all  your  homies 
and  take  a  cab  home.  Rotating  DJs  keep  things 
fresh,  which  include  Python  Brigade,  Nicky  Rot- 
ten, Eroc,  Dirty  Dale,  Dirty  30,  Dougie  Boom  and 
Douglas  Carter. 

You  might  hear:  'Over  &  Over"  by  Hot  Chip, 
"Dance/Not  Dance"  (Digitalisni  Mix)  by  Cajuan, 
"Never  Be  Alone"  by  Justice. 


Lust  for  Kicks:  $5  @  751  Queen.  Next:  Feb.  3rd, 
24th 

Pink  Mafia,  better  known  for  their  famous  dim 
sum  infused  Sport  Pig  parties  at  The  Bright  Pearl 
Restaurant,  also  throw  this  little  gem  in  celebra- 
tion of  shoe  fetishists  and  the  music  they  love. 


Resident  DJs  Famous  Players  play  mashups, 
dance  rock,  hip  hop  and  80s  pop  to  a  thriving 
dance  floor-with  special  guests  like  Matt  Mays, 
Dave  from  Tokyo  Police  Club,  and  Crystal  Cas- 
tles. The  next  two  parties  showcase  Pink  Mafia's 
talent  for  collaboration.  Feb.  3rd  is  Fall  Out  Boy's 
CD  release  soiree,  Feb.  24th  is  Nine  Inch  Nails' 
DVD  release. 

You  might  hear:  tunes  by  The  Killers,  Rick  Ross  or 
Gwen  Stefani. 


Girls  Night  Out:  $5  (to  charity)  @  The  Queens- 
head  Next:  Feb.  10 

There's  nothing  like  getting  wasted  and  helping 
others  at  the  same  time.  Girls  Night  Out  is  a  fake 
date  auction  with  party  benefits  going  to  the 
Breast  Cancer  Society  of  Ccmada.  Strictly  female 
DJ  teams  spin  everything  from  hip  hop  to  Miami 
bass  to  baile  funk.  So  remember  to  tie  on  your 
pink  ribbon  before  you  tie  one  on  (with  help 
from  their  $3.50  beer  specials). 

You  might  hear:  Something  "you've  never  heard 
before." 


New  Kicks:  usually  $Free  @  The  Social,  every 
Wednesday 

After  going  strong  for  over  four  years.  New  Kicks 
("straight  hip-hop  with  a  touch  of  class")  recently 
found  themselves  homeless  after  the  Gypsy  Co- 
op closed  its  doors.  But  fear  not,  because  New 
Kicks  has  found  a  new  home  a  few  blocks  west. 
DJs  Serious  and  Fathom  share  the  decks  with  To- 
ronto DJ  staples  Dee  Jay  Caff,  Law,  2  Swift  House- 
hold, Cyro,  Tasc  and  Kid  SL.  The  re-launch,  with 
special  guests  and  mash-up  superstars  Team 
Canada,  is  this  Wednesday,  Jan.  31. 

You  might  hear:  "Watch  Out  Now"  by  The  Beat 
Nuts,  "I  Got  a  Love"  by  Pete  Rock  and  CL  Smooth, 
"If  I  Can't"  by  50  Cent 


Foot  Prints:  $10,  $5  before  11pm  @  The  Rivoli 
(upstairs)  third  Saturday  of  every  month 

After  being  profiled  in  last  week's  NOW,  you 
can  pretty  much  expect  the  next  installment  of 
this  DJ  night  to  be  even  more  insane  than  usu- 
al. Billed  as  "Toronto's  premiere  underground 
open-format  DJ  event,"  Foot  Prints  keep  people 
guessing  with  a  wide  range  of  highly  danceable 
"jazzy-funk'd-out-I-got-afro-soul-boogie-reggae- 
vibes-salsa-in-my-pants-hot-like-a-brazilian"- 
type  music.  Despite  the  wide  array  of  possibili- 
ties, this  event  is  primarily  funky — a  fact  made 
more  obvious  by  their  occasional  James  Brown 
tribute  night. 

You  might  hear:  "Grazing  in  the  Grass"  by  Hugh 
Masakela,  "This  Is  Radio  Clash"  by  The  Clash, 
"Soul  Power"  by  James  Brown  (R.I.P.) 


All  photographs  by  Zach  Slootsky. 

For  more  cool  shots  check  out  his  photo  blog  at 

www.takemorephotos.com. 
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Clockwise  from  top: 
DOnCaitlin: 

Burgundy  dress;  American  Apparel 
Leggings:  American  Apparel 

On  Jen: 

Short  dark  denim  mini:  Melting  Pot 
Floral  print  button-up:  Ben  Sherman 
Shoes:  Nine  West 

Sixties  silhouettes  with  minis  and  an  a-line  cut  is  the 
dominating  style.  Up  the  ante  and  wear  it  with  leggings.  Play 
with  prints  and  dark  jewelled  colours  like  burgundy  and 
cobalt  blue.  And  just  because  you're  on  OSAP  doesn't  mean 
you  can't  fake  the  high  life:  add  some  blingwith  vintage 
"gold"  chains. 


2)  On  Jen: 

Black  tunic  Dress:  Criminal 

Tunics,  t-shirt,  babydoll,  trapeze— you  have  a  plethora 
of  choices.  It's  the  season  of  dresses  and  this  well-cut 
black  silk  tunic  is  gorgeous.  Heads  will  turn,  pencils  will 
drop  and  the  boys  will  be  fighting  to  carry  your  tote. 

3)  0nCaitHn 

Floral  Dress:  Ben  Sherman 
Shoes:  Fornarina 

Flirt  with  this  refreshingly  "pretty  girl"  dress  with  loud 
popping-red  floral  print,  that  says,  "come  hither."  White 
daisies  and  umbrella  not  included. 


4)0nCaitlin: 

Striped  yellow  and  blue  top:  Ben  Sherman 
Denim:  Bluenotes 

On  Jen: 

Blazer:  Ben  Sherman' 
Safari  Capris:  Ben  Sherman 
Blue  open-back  tank:  Ben  Sherman 

Strike  a  smooth  demeanor— "too  cool  for  school"— with 
skinny  denim  and  bright  caterpillar-striped  yellow  and  blue 
long-sleeved  tee.  Make  a  full-stop  impression  with  a  boxy  suit 
with  band  pins,  blue  open-back  tank  with  capris  and  sharp 
heels.  Think  Fortune  500,  sexy  and  cool  for  those  racing  to 
their  MBA  and  platinum  cards. 


5)  On  Jen: 

TankDress:  Criminal 

Short  striped  mini:  Ben  Sherman 

This  combo  of  neon  prints  and  striped  miniskirt  is  killer.  Try 
this  throwback  to  the  eighties,  but  don't  overdo  it  by  flashing 
the  florescence  against  a  monochromatic  background  like 
black,  white  or  beige.  We'll  have  you  dancing  to  "99  Red 
Balloons." 

Stylist:  Jen  Tse 

Makeup:  Stephanie  Anne  Dega 

Photography:  Magda  Olszanowska 

All  accessories  and  bags:  stylist's  and  photographer's  own, 

additional  accessories  provided  by  April  Wozny 

Models:  Caitlin  Evans  and  Jen  Tse 

Special  thanks  to  Laura  from  Ben  Sherman  and  Stephanie 
from  Urban  Attitude. 
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Eclectic  electro 


Dandi  Wind  wants  to  see  you  shake  a  tail 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


Dandi  Wind  loves  to  dance.  That's 
one  of  the  reasons  this  multi-faceted 
artist  decided  to  relocate  her  epony^ 
mous  electro  outfit  from  the  stunted 
scene  in  Vancouver  to  the  burgeon- 
ing hotspot  that  is  Montreal. 

Speaking  on  the  phone  from  her 
home  studio,  Dandi  explained  the 
reasons  for  the  relocation. 

■'In  Vancouver,  there's  no  place 
to  play,  all  the  venues  are  shutting 
down,  and  there  haven't  been  very 
many  new  bands  because  there  isn't 
anywhere  to  play." 

Montreal  was  the  natural  choice 
for  Dandi  Wind  (the  band)  given  the 
abundance  of  like-minded  artists 
and  the  city's  internationally-ac- 
claimed music  scene,  which  owes 
much  to  other  high-profile  imports 
The  Arcade  Fire  and  fellow  Van  City 
ex-pats  Wolf  Parade.  But  economics 
was  also  a  factor. 

"Rent  is  a  lot  cheaper  in  Montreal 
than  it  is  in  Vancouver,"  Opaine 
noted.  "In  Vancouver,  even  just  go- 
ing out  to  dance  is  really  expensive, 
so  a  lot  of  people  are  relocating 
here."  Dance  restrictions  were  the 
deal-breaker,  so,  like  a  modern-day 
Emma  Goldman,  Dandi  Wind  was  off 
to  Montreal. 

The  move  also  made  sense  be- 
cause Dandi  Wind's  (the  band)  Ca- 
nadian record  label  Summer  Lover's 


Unlimited  (home  of  Duchess  Says 
and  Crystal  Castles)  had  recently 
made  the  same  jump.  Now  fully 
settled  in  their  new  digs,  SLU  has 
just  released  Dandi  Wind's  first  full- 
length,  Concrete  Igloo,  which  comes 
with  a  second  disc  featuring  ten  arty 
videos  Opaine  shot  with  the  help  of 
keyboardist  Szam  Findlay. 

"We  worked  really  hard  the  last 
couple  years  making  new  videos  ev- 
ery month,"  she  recalled. 

Mostly  stop-motion  pieces,  the 
videos  accompany  songs  off  Con- 
crete Igloo  and  a  few  original,  ambi- 
ent compositions.  The  music  videos 
(a  few  can  be  viewed  on  www.dandi- 
wind.com)  could  stand  just  as  well 
on  their  own  as  creepy  video  art. 
But  don't  expect  to  see  Devon  Sol- 
tendieck  introducing  these  on  MOD 
anytime  soon:  one  short  ends  with 
Opaine  puking  up  blood  and  guts, 
writhing  on  the  floor  of  an  aban- 
doned factory.  These  are  way  too 
good  for  Much  Music. 

Dandi  Wind's  sound,  rounded  out 
by  drummer  Evan  Pierce,  is  dark, 
spastic  and  electronic.  The  songs 
on  Concrete  Igloo  provide  the  per- 
fect DJ  segue  from  Skinny  Puppy's 
spooky,  industrial  retro  beats  into 
Duchess  Says'  rabid  electro-froth, 
and  certainly  pack  the  necessary 
punch  to  keep  dance  floors  jump- 
ing. 

Always  on  the  move,  the  kinetic 
band  have  spent  the  last  year  play- 


ing parties  all  over  the  Western 
hemisphere.  With  memorable  dates 
in  Mexico  City  and  Guadalajara  (she 
describes  a  rainy-day  gig  there, 
held  in  a  massive  tent,  as  "one  of 
our  most  unique  shows  ever")  the 
band  has  also  been  jetting  back 
and  forth  between  Montreal  and 
London,  where  their  U.K.  label  Alt- 
Delete  (Twisted  Charm,  Digital  Pen- 
etration) is  located.  "We've  been  to 
Europe  and  England  four  times  last 
year,"  she  counted,  with  more  U.K. 
shows  in  the  works.  Trips  across 
the  pond  have  included  dates  with 
British  dance-punks  Klaxons  and  a 
slot  on  the  hugely  successful  Digital 
Penetration  tour. 

In  town  this  week  to  play  a  show 
at  The  Mod  Club  on  Friday  night 
with  local  homo-punks  Kids  on  TV, 
Dandi  Wind  are  hoping  the  crowd 
will  be  there  to  "just  let  loose  and 
have  a  good  time,"  meaning:  dance. 
The  band  is  notorious  for  reacting  to 
the  crowd's  energy  while  perform- 
ing. Dancing  crowds  always  turn  the 
show  into  an  energetic  frenzy,  while 
audiences  that  just  stand,  arms 
crossed,  might  get  "a  very  angry 
show"  Opaine  warned  in  advance. 

Either  way,  Friday  is  bound  to  be 
an  entertaining  night.  Known  for 
sporting  homemade  costumes  at 
shows,  Opaine  describes  her  latest 
creation  as  "a  tight,  black  nylon  suit 
with  vaginas  all  over  it."  Not  to  be 
missed! 


Montreal  dance  trio  Dandi  Wind  Invade  the  Mod  Club  this  Friday.  Don't  forget  your 
dancing  shoes! 


The  Japanese  inf  orwatioH  Exchange  Community 
presents . . . 

,  JIEC  FESTA 

\      REPISCOVER  JAPAN 

5-BUCK  lUNCH^ 

Wednesday^  January  31st 

11:45am -2:00pm 
&reaf  Hall  Hart  House 


Along  with  a  tantalizing  Japanese  lunch,  enjoy . . . 

MUSIC:  with  the  JiEC  FESTA  Band 

MARTIAl  ARTS  DEMONSTRATIONS 
-  UofT  Kendo  Club  -  UofT  Judo  Club  - 

"REDISCOVER  GHIBLI"  EXHIBITION 
-  animated  movie  productions  ** 

INFOS  CULTURAL  DISPLAYS 

-  Exchange  opportunities  -* 

-  Calligraphy  -  Origami  - 
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"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want  to 

tackle  the 
tough  stujDp' 


Meet  Heather. 

To  get  the  specialized  sl<ills  and  field  experience  that 
would  get  her  connected  in  HR,  Heather  earned  her 
Postgraduate  Certificate  in  Human  Resources  from 
Humber  in  only  2  semesters.  She  now  works  as  an 
HR  Representative  in  the  Health  Care  industry. 
We  think  she'll  manage  just  fine. 

Human  Resources,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


HUMBER 


■niu  Business  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


Page  3  or 
www.harthouse.ca 
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Mister  misery 

How  Andy  Greenwald  pays  his  rent  by  being  emo 


Chandler  Levack 

ASSOCIATE  ARTS  EDITOR 


Andy  Greenwald,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  27, 
spends  a  lot  of  his  time  in  his  Brooklyn  apart- 
ment, listening  to  Dashboard  Confessional, 
alone.  He'll  catch  up  on  Livejournal,  post  on 
his  message  board  and  respond  to  a  girl's  ques- 
tions about  the  boy  in  eyeliner  who  broke  her 
heart  over  MSN.  While  this  behavior  is  not  so 
different  from  say,  the  average  Hot  Topic  cus- 
tomer, Greenwald  considers  it  research.  He  is 
an  emo-journalist,  a  newly  necessitated  niche 
in  the  world  of  music  reporting. 

Greenwald,  who  jump-started  his  career 
with  a  junior-year  internship  at  SPIN  Magazine, 
writes  frequently  as  a  freelancer  for  Entertain- 
ment Weekly,  Blender  and  GQ.  This  past  year, 
Greenwald's  services  were  required  for  cover 
news  on  Panic  at  the  Disco!,  Fall  Out  Boy  and 
My  Chemical  Romance — the  last  of  whom  he 
interviewed  twice  in  the  span  of  six  months. 

His  first  book,  2003's  Nothing  Feels  Good:  Punk 
Rock,  Teenagers  and  Emo  was  a  cultural  exami- 
nation of  the  rise  and  history  of  the  genre.  The 
book's  research  process  involved  interviewing 
multitudes  of  histrionic  teenage  fans  and  chill- 
ing with  Chris  Carrabba  on  tour. 

In  his  2005  novel  Miss  Misery,  Greenwald 
spins  a  yarn  about  a  New  York  music  writer 
who  encounters  his  evil  scenester  doppelgang- 
er — online. 

"Livejournal  can't  help  but  hit  you  on  a  gut 
level,"  waxed  Greenwald  over  the  phone  on  a 
Tuesday  afternoon. 

"There  are  some  people  who  I've  been  watch- 
ing online  for  years.  1  started  reading  their  dia- 
ries when  they  were  freshman  and  now  they're 
finishing  college.  And,  I  think,  that's  really  excit- 
ing, but  yeah,  really  stremge." 

Even  though  Greenwald  and  the  fans  he  in- 
terviews are  less  than  a  decade  apart  in  age,  he 
finds  a  vast  differences  between  his  Generation 
(X)  and  and  theirs  (Y).  For  Greenwald,  who 


grew  up  at  a  time  when  a  single  was  on-sale  for 
twenty  bucks  instead  of  illegally  downloadable, 
this  gap  in  technology  has  been  the  most  fasci- 
nating discovery  in  his  descent  into  the  cultural 
abyss  of  those  who  wear  studded  belts. 

"I  can't  imagine  having  access  to  everything," 
he  says.  "Generation  Y  has  a  level  of  commu- 
nication and  accessibility  that  is  amazing,  so 
I'm  constantly  inspired  by  even  the  most  banal 
livejournal  post.  Even  after  four  years,  1  still  feel 
like  an  interloper." 

What's  unique  about  Greenwald's  writing  is 
his  ability  to  humanize  his  subjects  while  hit- 
ting all  the  ironic  strides  of  a  glossy  magazine 
feature.  This  mixture  of  celebrity  journalism 
and  realism — writing  about  who  a  lead  singer 
has  on  his  Blackberry  and  what  a  loser  he  was 
in  high  school — blurs  the  line  between  typical 
hype  and  honest  vulnerability. 

"Well,  I  feel  that  if  a  band  is  going  to  be  fea- 
tured on  a  magazine  cover,  there's  [got  to  be] 
something  interesting  about  them.  Or,  they  look 
good  with  their  shirts  off,"  he  joked.  "My  goal  is 
always  to  get  past  the  obvious,  to  try  and  find 
something  out  about  the  band  as  people.  You 
can  always  use  the  celebrity  stuff,  which  is  why 
so  many  stories  about  My  Chemical  Romance 
feature  their  drug  use  and  mental  health." 

Greenwald  has  been  in  the  emo  business 
long  enough  to  see  the  genre  mutate  from  the 
(bleeding)  hearts-on-their-sleeves  likes  of  Min- 
eral, Christie  Front  Drive  and  Jimmy  Eat  World 
to  the  latest  concept  album  (featuring  Liza  Min- 
neli,  no  less)  by  My  Chemical  Romance.  And 
while  bands  like  Panic  At  the  Disco!  and  Fall  Out 
Boy  may  feel  emo  to  some,  it's  becoming  harder 
to  tell  what  emo  really  is. 

"Something  is  truly  emo  if  it  means  something 
to  you.  If  you've  had  a  real  experience  listening 
to  an  album  or  hearing  it  live  at  a  concert,  then 
that's  emo,  because  emo  prioritizes  the  fan  re- 
lationship," said  Greenwald. 

"With  a  band  like  My  Chemical  Romance,  ev- 
erything they  do  they  absolutely  mean.  Which 


What  he's  thinking:  "I  wish  my  grass  was  emo,  so  it  would  cut  itself." 


is  why  I  like  them." 

However,  not  everyone  is  a  fan  of  sincerity, 
particularly  those  flighty  scenester  types.  In 
fact,  some  people  downright  think  that  emo 
sucks. 

"Emo  is  lame,"  Greenwald  confesses.  "But  I 
think  that  people  go  into  it  with  the  wrong  per- 
spective. You  have  to  think  of  your  own  teen- 
age years,  of  the  heightened  experience  of  ev- 
erything, where  even  the  slightest  contact  with 
the  opposite  sex  seems  important.  That  was  my 
own  'in.'" 

"I  was  not  a  fan  of  any  of  the  bands  I  ended 
writing  about  at  first.  So  when  I  started  my 
SPIN  feature  on  Dashboard  Confessional,  ini- 
tially I  wanted  to  learn  about  its  societal  pres- 
ence and  the  cultural  aspects  of  communica- 
tion." 

Echoing  the  criticisms  of  emo-hating  lay- 
men, Greenwald  laments  the  way  emo  acts  of- 


ten seem  to  blend  together  into  a  homogenous 
fog — an  ethos  of  similarity  he,  in  a  Colbert-like 
turn  of  phrase  calls  "saminess." 

"So  many  of  these  bands  just  develop  into  a 
kind  of  saminess  and  sameness..."  Greenwald 
sighs,  adding:  "1  do  prefer  it  when  Chris  [Car- 
raba]  sings  in  his  own  register." 

Still,  emo  pays  the  rent.  And  if,  every  so  of- 
ten, Greenwald  gets  to  inteview  the  lead  sing- 
er of  one  of  America's  hottest  rock  bands  at 
a  five-star  hotel  in  Milan  (like  he  did  in  2006 
with  MCR's  Gerrard  Way),  well  then,  that's 
probably  okay  too. 

"By  having  a  niche,  even  one  designated  to 
you,  it  kind  of  solidifies  your  work.  I'm  happy 
that  the  emo  community  seems  to  embrace 
what  I've  been  working  on."  So  Greenwald 
can't  complain  about  his  work. 

"It's  steady  work,"  he  says,  "even  though  I'm 
running  out  of  Myspace  and  Hot  Topic  jokes." 


The  Varsity's  2006-2007  Lecture  Series 

presents  a  swell  talk  by  New  Scientist  reporter 

Ivan  Semeniuk 


Ever  wonder  how  the  complex  findings  of  scientists  get  reshaped  into  bite-size  morsels 
of  info  that  can  be  digested  by  the  public?  Find  out  what  makes  effective,  readable, 
engrossing  science  journalism  from  aseasoned,  professional  science  writer. 

"Writing  Popular  Science" 


Monday,  January  29, 6:00  p.m. 
Room  2-295,  OlSE,  Second  Floor 

Refreshments  will  be  served.  Q&A  to  follow. 


Another  free  event  brought  to  you  by  The  Varsity  Newspaper,  U  of  T's  unofficial,  student-run  journalism  school! 
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Northern  lights 


Canada's  top  flick  picks  of  2006 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


The  Toronto  International  Film  Fes- 
tival Group  has  narrowed  its  global 
scope  down  to  celebrate  local  film- 
making. The  group  announced  its 
sixth  edition  of  Canada's  Top  Ten  at 
a  film  industry  event  on  Dec.  12  in  a 
campaign  to  promote  the  burgeon- 
ing talent  of  homegrown  filmmakers 
to  the  global  forum,  and  remind  lo- 
cal audiences  that  Canadian  cinema 
is  something  to  be  proud  of. 

The  list,  which  has  no  order  (how 
Canadian!),  is  selected  by  a  10-mem- 
ber  panel  of  industry  professionals 
who  consider  any  film  by  a  local 
filmmaker  that  has  either  opened 
in  theatres  or  premiered  at  a  Cana- 
dian festival  in  2006.  Each  film  from 
the  list  will  be  showcased  at  the  Art 
Gallery  of  Ontario's  Jackman  Hall, 
beginning  this  weekend,  with  the 
filmmakers  of  most  selections  on 
hand  for  Q  &  As. 

Past  winners  have  included  Mark 
Achbar  and  Jennifer  Abbott's  The 
Corporation  (yes,  it  is  Canadian), 
David  Cronenberg's  A  History  Of 
Violence,  and  Jean-Marc  Vallee's 
C.R.A.Z.Y. 

The  Journals  ofKnud  Rasmussen 

Zacharias  Kunuk  and  Norman  Cohn 
follow-up  2001's  Atanarjuat:  The  Fast 
Runner  with  a  documentary-style 
account  of  the  first  contact  between 
European  settlers  and  the  Inuit.  Ten- 
sions rise  between  an  aging  shaman 
and  his  rebellious  daughter  after 
the  intrusion  of  Danish  explorers  in 
their  Artie  community.  Both  an  in- 
timate family  drama  and  a  portrait 
of  cultural  collision,  Journals  was 
given  the  royal  treatment  when  it 
was  selected  for  the  Opening  Night 
Gala  at  last  year's  TIFF. 
Screening:  Friday,  Jan.  26  at  6:30 
p.m. 

Monkey  Warfare 
WWW 


Writer/director  Reginald  Harkema's 
film,  a  wry  send-up  of  the  French 
New  Wave  and  Canadian  cinematic 
drollness,  picked  up  a  Spe;cial  Jury 
Prize  at  TIFF  for  proudly  exhibiting 
the  "indie  spirit  of  the  north."  Don 
McKellar  and  Tracy  Wright  star  as 
an  off-the-grid,  dumpster-diving 
bohemian  couple,  whose  onetime 
flame — both  for  political  anarchy 
and  for  each  other — died  out  ages 
ago.  The  pair  rummages  through 
Parkdale  for  remnants  of  history 
from  lawn  sales  and  trash  sites,  not 
so  much  for  nostalgia's  sake  as  to 
flirt  illicitly  with  online  consumer- 
ism. Sparks  begin  to  fly  when  a 
dope-dealing  firecracker  named  Su- 
san (Nadia  Litz)  takes  an  interest  in 
the  fringe  couple  and  their  recycled 
knowledge  of  militant  revolutionar- 
ies from  the  late  sixties. 

Screening:  Saturday,  Jan.  27  at  8:45 
p.m. 

Reginald  Harkema  &  guests  in 

person. 

Sharkwater 

Director  Rob  Stewart  utilizes  his 
knack  for  underwater  cinematog- 
raphy in  a  documentary  that  has 
picked  up  scads  of  prizes  on  the 
festival  circuit.  The  film  is  an  urgent 
plea  for  the  international  commu- 
nity to  abandon  the  stigmas  they 
place  on  predatory  sharks,  emper- 
iled  animals  with  strong  importance 
to  the  aquatic  food  chain.  Stewart 
spent  many  years  below  sea  level  to 
reveal  how  long-line  fishing,  corrupt 
Latin  governments,  and  the  Tai- 
wanese mafia's  ravenous  demand 
for  shark  fins  pose  a  danger  to  the 
ocean's  ecological  balance. 
Screening:  Sunday,  Jan.  28  at  1:00 
p.m. 

Rob  Stewart  in  person. 

Radiant  City 

Tracing  the  legacy  of  suburbia 
through  history  with  a  satiric  bent, 
Gary  Burns  and  Jim  Brown's  docu- 


STUDY  MEDICINE 

i   A    N         r-    R   A   N    C   I    S   C   O  JAVIER 

XAVIER  UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE 
BONAIRE 


Open  House 

Saturday,  March  10th  at  2  PM 
Hilton  Garden  Inn 
300  Commerce  Valley  Drive,  East 
Thomhill 
and 

Sunday,  March  1 1th  at  1  PM 
Quality  Hotel  and  Suites 
2180  Islington  Ave. 
Etobicoke 

Refreshments  will  be  served 

\ox  more  information,  please  visit 
www.xusombonaire.net 
or  call  (888)  XAVIER-U  (928-4378) 


mentary  is  a  critical  peek  into  the 
windows  of  gated  communities.  The 
film  garnered  a  Special  Jury  Prize  at 
the  Vancouver  Film  Festival,  and  is 
being  hailed  as  a  hilarious  and  mis- 
chievous look  both  at  urban  sprawl 
and  the  documentary  genre. 
Screening:  Monday,  Jan.  29  at  8:45 
p.m. 

Gary  Burns  &Jim  Brown  in  person. 

Manufactured  Landscapes 
WWW 

Currently  competing  in  the  docu- 
mentary category  at  Sundance  after 
winning  the  Best  Canadian  Feature 
award  at  TIFF  last  year,  Jennifer 
Baichwal's  film  is  an  examination  of 
what  "made  in  China"  truly  means. 
The  documentary  follows  renowned 
Canadian  photographer  Edward 
Burtynsky  on  his  latest  excursion 
through  the  industrially  booming 
China.  Baichwal  manages  to  bring 
cinematic  depth  to  natural  devasta- 
tion with  sweeping  pans  and  a  cu- 
rious zoom — almost  as  glorious  as 
Burtynsky's  own  legendary  stills. 
Screening:  Tuesday,  Jan.  30  at  8:45 
p.m. 

Jennifer  Baichwal  in  person. 

On  tite  Trail  of  Igor  Rizzi 

Winner  of  the  CityTV  Award  for 
Best  Canadian  First  Feature  at  TIFF, 
Noel  Mitrani's  film  follows  a  grief- 
stricken  ex-soccer  player,  Jean- 
Marc  Thomas,  whose  life  is  left  in 
shambles  after  the  death  of  his  love, 
who  never  knew  his  feelings  for  her. 
The  downward  spiral  continues 
when  Thomas  gets  involved  with 
the  criminal  underworld  to  pay  the 
bills,  and  accepts  an  assignment  to 
whack  a  certain  Igor  Rizzi. . . 
Screening:  Wednesday,  Jan.  31  at 
8:45  p.m. 

Noel  Mitrani  in  person. 

Congorama 

Michel,  a  down-on-his-luck  Belgian 
inventor,  discovers  that  he  is  an  ad- 
opted French  Canadian.  Zut  alors! 
Traveling  to  Quebec,  Michel  finds 
nothing  but  bad  fries,  bad  beer, 
and  difficulty  coping  with  an  iden- 
tity crisis.  Quebec  director  Philippe 
Falardeau's  film  has  done  the  festi- 
val rounds  at  Cannes,  Vancouver, 


Members  of  the  cast  and  crew  of  Monkey  Warfare  pose  during  the  Top  Ten  gala. 


and  Toronto,  and  was  awarded  Best 
Canadian  Feature  at  the  Atlantic 
Film  Festival. 

Screening:  Thursday,  Feb.  1  at  8:45 
p.m. 

Philippe  Falardeau  in  person. 

Away  From  Her 
WVW 

The  poster  child  of  Canadian  cin- 
ema, director  Sarah  Polley  delivers 
a  sure-handed  feature  debut  with 
her  adaptation  of  Alice  Munro's 
short  story,  The  Bear  Came  Over  the 
Mountain.  With  devastating  perfor- 
mances from  Gordon  Pinsent  and 
Julie  Christie,  Away  From  Her  is  a 
deeply  affecting  portrait  of  a  long- 
enduring  relationship  where  fond 
recollections  fade  and  painful  ones 
hurt  even  more  than  before.  A  cou- 
ple married  for  over  50  years,  Grant 
and  Fiona  are  slowly  being  torn 
apart  by  Fiona's  mental  deteriora- 
tion from  Alzheimer's  disease.  After 
premiering  to  widespread  acclaim 
at  last  year's  Toronto  International 
Film  Festival,  PoUey's  film  is  gener- 
ating even  more  buzz  at  Sundance. 
This  film  about  memory  loss  is  leav- 
ing some  lasting  impressions  in  the 
film  world. 

Screening:  Friday,  Feb.2  at  8:15  p.m. 
Sarah  Polley  in  person. 

A  Sunday  in  Kigali 

A  romance  between  a  white  journal- 
ist, Bernard,  and  a  Tutsi  waitress, 
Gentille,  is  severed  by  the  Rwandan 
genocide.  Having  escaped,  Ber- 
nard desperately  returns  to  Kigali 
to  seek  out  Gentille,  or  to  learn  of 
her  death.  Robert  Favreau's  film 
cuts  before  and  after  the  massacre 
to  build  an  urgent  tension  that  piv- 
ots on  the  unknown  fate  of  Gentille, 
while  revealing  the  devastation  that 
took  place  over  those  crucial  days 
in  Kigali. 


Screening:  Saturday,  Feb.  3  at  8:30 
p.m. 

Robert  Favreau  in  person. 

Trailer  Park  Boys:  The  Big  Dirty 

Scheming  up  their  most  preposter- 
ous scam  to  date,  Sunnyvale  misfits 
Ricky,  Julian  and  Bubbles  hatch 
a  plan  to  steal  large  amount  of 
coins — because  change  is  untrace- 
able— in  yet  another  attempt  to  get 
rich  quick.  Meanwhile,  Ricky's  on- 
again,  off-again  girlfriend  Lucy  has 
found  work  at  a  gentlemen's  club, 
something  that  complicates  his 
plans  to  finally  marry  her.  Released 
on  October  6,  Trailer  Park  Boys  was 
the  highest  grossing  film  in  Canada 
that  week.  The  film  grossed  1.3M  in 
its  first  weekend — not  too  shabby 
when  you  consider  its  ridiculously 
small  $5,000  budget. 
Screening:  This  screening  has  al- 
ready occured. 


The  Festival  series  will  also  present 
three  panel  discussions: 

Manufactured  Realities: 

Documentary    Panel    with  the 
directors       of  Manufactured 
Landscapes  and  Radiant  City. 
Tuesday,  Jan.  30,  2007  6:30  p.m. 

New  Quebec  Cinema  with  the 
directors  of  Congorama,  A  Sunday 
in  Kigali,  and  On  the  Trail  of  Igor 
Rizzi. 

Thursday,  Feb.  1,  2007  6:30  p.m. 

Monkey  Warfare  Case  Study  with  the 
cast  and  crew  of  Monkey  Warfare. 
Sunday,  Feb.  4,  2007  6:30  p.m. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  online  at 
www.topten.ca  or  over  the  phone  at 
416-968-FILM. 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want 

a  piece  of 
the  action" 


Meet  Denise. 

To  get  the  specialized  focus  that  would  help  her  zero  in 
on  her  goals,  Denise  earned  her  Postgraduate  Certificate 
in  Marketing  Management  from  Number  in  only  2  semesters. 
She  now  works  for  one  of  Canada's  top  weather  networks. 
We  forecast  a  great  future  for  her. 

Marketing  Mangement,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


«  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 
» Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
a  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
'  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

*  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

*  Free  Repeat  Policy 
Personal  Tutoring  Available 
Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Ij^'  HUM BER  Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 

Ttie  Business  School  VlsIt  US  at  www.business.humber.ca  i 


Oxford  Seminars 

www,oxforcl$eminars.com 
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Literary  leverage 


Local  lit  scene  lights  up  the  Gladstone 


Jennifer  Fabro 

ASSOCIATE  ARTS  EDITOR 


Few  of  the  authors  featured  at  the  Strong 
Words  reading  series  have  literary  agents,  and 
you  won't  see  giant  cardboard  cutouts  of  any 
of  them  at  the  entrance  to  Chapters — at  least 
not  yet. 

But  they  are  a  talented  bunch.  Local  writers 
who  don't  necessarily  fit  into  the  mainstream 
literary  mould,  they've  found  a  home  at  the 
Gladstone  Art  Bar  on  the  first  Monday  of  every 
month. 

The  brainchild  of  local  writers  Matt  Blair 
and  Kate  Carraway  (who  will  be  resigning  as 
co-curator  after  February's  event),  Strong 
Words  was  conceived  because,  as  Blair  de- 
murely put  it,  "we  knew  a  few  talented  writers 
who  we  thought  deserved  an  audience." 

"I  was  definitely  interested  in  providing 
a  regular  forum  for  writers  in  Toronto  who 
weren't  really  part  of  Toronto's  literary  com- 
munity yet,"  said  Carraway.  "Especially  writers 
who  weren't  just  doing  fiction  and  poetry."  As 
the  series  grew  over  the  past  year  and  a  half, 
a  semiregular  form  developed.  "The  series 
evolved  so  that  most  readings  featured  one  or 
two  established,  published  writers  and  at  least 
one  writer  who  is  new  to  readings,  publishing, 
etc." 

The  Jan.  2  instalment  featured  three  dispa- 
rate individuals,  one  of  whom  was  co-curator 
Blair.  His  cheeky  pieces  included  a  series  of 
messages  from  "Pluto's  Answering  Machine," 
and  several  letters  to  the  editor  of  a  magazine 
inventively  titled  Fat  Guys  in  Astronaut  Suits. 

Following  Blair  was  Moe  Berg,  a  name  that 
fans  of  90s  nerd  rock  will  certainly  be  familiar 
with — he  was  frontman  of  The  Pursuit  of  Hap- 
piness. Berg's  first  book,  The  Green  Room  was 
published  in  2000  by  Gutter  Press.  Carraway 
refered  to  Berg's  appearance  as  "a  booking 
pipe  dream,"  since  Berg  is  one  of  the  most 
high-profile  writers  to  be  featured  in  the  series. 
The  third  reader  of  the  evening  was  hilarious 
local  comic  and  TV  talking  head  Fraser  Young, 
who  read  a  collection  of  rants  about  assorted 
"people  who  suck,"  much  to  the  audience's  de- 
light. 

Strong  Words  seems  to  have  found  a  win- 
ning formula  for  promoting  indie  writers  in  To- 
ronto, as  the  healthy  turnout  to  their  one-year 
anniversary  in  June  2006  attested.  The  indie 
literati  of  the  city  were  out  in  full  force  to  see 
an  enlarged  instalment  of  the  series. 

Carraway  (who  does  the  booking)  described 
his  monthly  programming  process. 

"1  basically  hunt  them  down.  When  I'm  made 
aware  of  someone  doing  something  that  I  think 
is  interesting  or  hilarious  or  smart,  I'll  usually 


try  to  book  them."  Hopefully,  Carraway's  suc- 
cessor will  have  a  similar  knack  for  finding 
emerging  literary  talent. 

Strong  Words'  next  edition  is  Feb.  5  at  the 
Gladstone  Art  Bar,  featuring  poet  A.  Rawlings, 
writer/poet/performer/micropublisher  Sandra 
Alland,  and  writer/electronic  music  producer 
Gein  Wong  PWYC. 


//STRENGTH  IN  NUMBERS 


Recent  Strong  Words  readers  have 
included: 


Spencer  Butt 


An  up-and-coming  "slam  poet,"  Butt  has 
read  at  several  Strong  Words  instalments, 
including  the  one-year  anniversary.  His  fre- 
netic, nervous,  rap-like  poetry  is  hilarious 
and  heartbreaking.  Butt  is  a  Toronto  writer 
and  also  fronts  local  lit-core  band  The  Se- 
cret Handsnakes. 


George  Elliott  Clarke 

Eminent  poet,  journalist,  author,  and  U  of  T 
Professor,  Clarke  read  at  Strong  Words'  an- 
niversary bash  at  the  Gladstone  Ballroom. 
Matt  Blair  introduced  Clarke  as  "the  first 
grownup  we've  ever  featured,"  and  Clarke 
went  on  to  dazzle  the  audience  with  his 
jazzy,  passionate  poetry  and  clever  hu- 
mour. 

Emily  Pohl-Weary 

Toronto-based  zinester  and  writer,  Pohl- 
Weary  is  the  creator  of  indie  mag  Kiss  Ma- 
chine and  many  other  projects.  She  is  also 
a  Strong  Words  regular,  sharing  poetry 
and  short  stories  on  such  topics  as  "What  I 
learned  growing  up  in  Parkdale." 

Eraser  Young 

A  popular  local  comic  and  frequent  guest 
on  MuchMusic's  "Video  on  Trial,"  Young 
made  his  Strong  Words  debut  this  January. 
Young's  hyper,  snappy  style  of  delivery  ani- 
mated his  tales  of  "conflicts  without  resolu- 
tion," such  as  "Karaoke  Chaos,"  "Laundry 
Sorter"  and  "Mickey  Dee's,"  all  based  on 
true  events. 


SEE'MIGHT0N'-PG3 

home  and  its  schedules,  so  it  was  very  impor- 
tant that  the  play  have  that  feeling  that  things 
are  always  being  interrupted." 

Curious  as  to  what  draws  Mighton  to  his 
mixture  of  mathematical,  philosophical,  and 
above  all  personal  material,  1  ask  how  he  navi- 
gates through  all  his  found  material,  and  what 
he  responds  to  most. 

"I  love  it  when  people  speak  out  of  their 
depth  on  stage,  saying  beautiful,  grand  things. 
There's  always  some  suspicion  that  they  really 
have  no  idea  what  they're  talking  about!  I'm  in- 
terested in  that  duality,  how  the  mind  can  feel 
this  sense  of  wonder  and  euphoria  about  the 
world,  and  also  recognize  that  we  don't  know 
anything.  ,..We  were  meant,  1  think,  to  be  in 
a  state  of  wonder,"  he  pauses,  swallowed  up 
by  this  thought.  "Wonder,  and  a  state  of  abject 
humility  at  the  same  time."  At  this,  he  breaks 
into  a  big  smile  as  affable  as  it  is  enigmatic. 

Did  Half  Life  happen  onstage  in  the  way 
he  imagined  during  the  writing  of  it?  "The 
production  is  better  than  I  imagined  it,  as  it 
always  is  when  I  work  with  [the  acclaimed 
Canadian  director]  Daniel  Brooks,"  Mighton 
replies  fervently.  "He's  able  to  lift  the  play, 
make  it  deeper  than  I  thought.  He's  a  fantastic 
dramaturge." 


Mighton  enjoys  seeing  how  productions  of 
his  plays  are  shaped  by  the  suggestions  and 
quirks  of  their  actors  and  director.  "When  1 
write  something,  1  rarely  imagine  how  it  will 
be  staged — so  it's  always  a  nice  surprise  see- 
ing it  up  there." 

As  we  finish  our  conversation,  I  inquire 
about  what  writers,  scientists  and  artists  have 
influenced  him  in  his  different  fields.  Mighton 
cites  elegant  and  inventive  bodies  of  work, 
much  like  his  own.  "Chekhov,  and  Beckett 
definitely,  and  Wittgenstein's  Investigations 
has  influenced  me  more  than  any  other  book 
I've  ever  read.  1  just  learned  a  way  of  thinking 
from  it  that  helped  me  in  my  math  and  in  my 
writing." 

The  diverse  future  projects  on  John  Might- 
on's  agenda  include  creating  a  new  theatrical 
project  with  Daniel  Brooks,  developing  JUMP 
further,  and  writing  a  book  about  education 
called  The  End  of  Ignorance. 

Half  Life  continues  its  run  at  the  Bluma  Appel 
Theatre  at  the  St.  Lawrence  Centre  until  Feb. 
.3rd,  2007.  Every  Monday,  Canstage  offers 
pay-what-you-can  tickets,  which  is  great  for 
students.  For  more  information  about  John 
Mighton,  visit  www.jumpmath.org,  and  for  Half 
Life,  www.necessaryangel.com 


NOTICE  TO  MEMBERS 

SPRING  2007  ELECTIONS 


UTSU,  YOUR  STUDENTS'  UNION 
LOCAL  98,  CANADIAN  FEDERATION  OF  STUDENTS 

The  Students' Administrative  Council,  your  students'  union,  is  holding 
its  Spring  2007  Elections  to  fill  the  following  positions: 


I  Jniv/PT'^itv  Pnilprip 

w  1  n  V    1  Oily  V- /  w  1 1  c  y  c 

2 

■\ 

2 

2 

Tnnth/  P.nllpnp 

1 

3 

•J 

Af-i  21  rno  Arte  anH  Q/^ion'^ci  Ron 

2 

vl  VIoivll  1 1 

1 

.  f  ■ ..  . 

1 

i 

FAmftw  nf  Mpflinnp 

1 

1  i 

Faculty  of  Law 

1 

V  Faculty  of  Engineering 
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Faculty  of  Physical  Education 

1 

t  At-Large  Faculty  Representative 
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Mississauga  Cdmpus 
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Executive 

it-  Ciiairperson 
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Vice-President  Internal  ana  Ser\i-\ce?> 

1 

?-  Vice-President  Equity 

1 

Vice-Presiaent  External 

1 

?    Vice-President  University  Affairs 

1 

Vice-President  UTM 

1 

N.B.  More  seats  may  become  availbie.  Contact  the  UTSU  offices  for  updates. 

To  run  for  a  position,  pick  up  a  nomination  package  during 
the  nomination  period  at  one  of  the  UTSU  offices.  Please  keep  in 
mind  the  dates  and  deadlines. 


Dates 

Election  Nominations 
(All  Positions) 

Monday,  February  5,  2007,  9am  to 
Wednesday,  February  14,  2007,  12pm 

Election  Campaign  Period 

Monday  February  26,  2007,  12pm  to 
Friday,  March  9,  2007,  5pm 

Election  Voting  Period 

Wednesday,  March  7,  2007  to  Friday 
March  9,  2007,  5pm. 

Election  Results 

Monday,  March  12,  2007 

Referenda  Application 

Monday  February  5,  2007,  9am  to 
Wednesday,  February  14,  2007,  12pm 

Referenda  Campaigning 

Monday,  February  26,  2007,  12pm  to 
Friday,  March  9,  2007,  5pm 

Referenda  Voting 

Wednesday,  March  7,  2007  to  Friday 
March  9,  2007,  5pm. 

Referenda  Results 

Monday,  March  12,  2007 

For  more  information,  visit  our  students'  union  website  at 
www.uoftsac.ca  or  contact  the  Chief  Returning  Officer  at 
cro@sac.utoronto.ca  or  telephone  416-978-4911  x  231. 

UTSU  St.  George  office:     12  Hart  House  Circle 

Hours:  Monday  to  Friday  9  am  to  5pm 
UTSU  Mississauga  office:   Student  Centre,  Room  131 

Hours:  Monday  to  Friday,  9  am  to  5  pm 
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Bleeding  arts 


Student-run  gallery  is  accessible  to  young  artists 


Chandler  Levack 

ASSOCIATE  ARTS  EDITOR 


I'm  sitting  with  the  four  emerging  artistic  en- 
trepreneurs of  Whippersnapper  Gallery,  in- 
side an  empty  bar  on  a  Saturday  afternoon. 
The  Midtown,  located  just  steps  away  from 
the  Whippersnapper  student  gallery  at  Col- 
lege and  Clinton,  is  the  gang's  Cheers.  Patrick 
Struys  and  Luke  Correia-Damude,  22-year- 
old  gallery  founders,  high  school  friends  and 
roommates,  work  and  DJ  there.  And  Jessie 
Hayes  and  Chris  Altorf — a  pair  better  known 
as  the  U  of  T  photobloggers  Istoica,  practi- 
cally have  to  venture  there  on  a  regular  basis 
to  conduct  gallery  business. 

Whippersnapper's  first  home  was  at  Front 
and  Sherbourne,  a  5,000  sq.  foot  area  tem- 
porary artistic  showcase  about  to  be  sold  to 
someone  else.  When  someone  else  nabbed 
the  space,  Struys  and  Correia-Damude  found 
themselves  back  to  where  they  started-with 
no  gallery,  and  no  future  in  sight  for  the  two 
young  whippersnappers. 

Determined  to  keep  a  good  thing  going, 
they  searched  for  various  locations  and  came 
across  the  current  location — an  angular  2,500 
free  space  atop  the  Chinadoll  bar  (occasion- 
ally techno  music  will  rise  from  the  check- 
ered tiles).  With  fundraisers  and  favors  from 
friends,  a  revitalized  Whippersnapper  was 
created  and  a  new  dawn  in  the  age  of  acces- 
sible space  for  emerging  artists  was  born. 

"When  we  moved  to  College  Street,  I  re- 
member signing  the  lease  and  thinking  for 
sure  that  we  were  going  to  go  bankrupt.  And  I 
was  okay  with  that,"  said  Damude. 

"And  1  said,  how  about  we  follow  this  busi- 
ness model,  and  it  will  work,"  Struys  chips  in. 

"And  1  was  all  up  for  going  bankrupt." 

"And  1  wasn't.  Because  all  the  accounts  are 
under  my  name." 

"So  we  changed  that.  So  now  we  both  go 
down." 

"Still  the  corporation's  under  my  name," 
Struys  added. 

"Right,  but  now  it's  going  well,  so  things  are 
cool,"  Correia-Damude  concluded. 

The  gallery's  mantra  has  always  been  about 
providing  affordable,  accessible  space  for 
emerging  artists.  Everyone  works  on  a  vol- 
unteer basis.  Paying  the  rent  is  the  foremost 
thought  for  the  gallery  owners,  instead  of  rak- 
ing in  the  dough.  As  Correia-Damude  said, 
"It's  a  space  for  art,  not  for  egos." 

And  also  for  parties,  plays,  fashion  shows. 


indie  rock  and  other  artistic  shenanigans. 
Since  the  gallery  opened  in  2006,  it  has  played 
host  to  an  extremely  successful  Fake  New 
Year's  Masquerade  held  a  month  before  NYE 
(part  of  the  tri-monthly  "Bizarre  Celebrations" 
fundraisers  for  the  gallery),  performances  of 
Beckett,  photo  shoots  involving  live  animals 
and  transvestites  (not  at  the  same  time), 
and  a  monthly  all-ages  show  where  Japan- 
ther,  Henry  Faberge  and  the  Adorables,  and 
Calgary's  Chad  Van  Galen  have  all  taken  the 
stage.  During  Nuit  Blanche,  the  gallery  hosted 
a  24-hour  art  show  involving  20  different  art- 
ists, ranging  from  performance  art  to  Istoica's 
portraiture  to  video  installation. 

"It  was  a  real  summer  camp  kind  of  vibe. 
Usually  the  people  you're  sitting  beside  you 
end  up  talking  to,  and  it  gets  crazier  as  the 
night  goes  on,"  explained  Luke. 

"There  was  one  girl  who  stood  for  the  whole 
time  painting.  I  don't  think  she  stopped  once," 
recalled  Altorf. 

"She  went  to  the  bathroom  once  and  that 
was  it,"  Struys  corroborated.  "And  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  had  these  two  guys 
come  in  off  the  street  intoxicated." 

"The  only  way  that  they  could  stay  was  if 
they  made  art.  So  we  drew  this  box  on  the 
floor  and  we  made  them  both  stand  in  the 
square,  as  a  performance  piece.  And  if  they 
wanted  a  beer,  not  only  did  they  have  to  pay 
for  it,  they  had  to  stand  in  the  box  for  half  an 
hour.  And  then  they  got  in  a  fight,"  explained 
Correia-Damude 

Altorf  and  Hayes  met  Struys  and  Correia- 
Damude  through  a  mutual  friend.  Initially 
complete  strangers,  the  group  now  has  a  ca- 
maraderie that  feels  totally  organic. 

"Jessie  and  Altorf  live  together,  work  to- 
gether, ride  the  same  bicycles.  And  Patrick 
and  I  are  roommates,  and  now  are  working 
together,"  said  Correia-Damude. 

"What  we  should've  done  is  get  girlfriends 
before  we  started  this  gallery,  because  now 
all  we  see  is  each  other.  Which  is  fine  for  Chris 
and  Jessie." 

"You  think  the  dynamic  would  be  weird.  ... 
It  should  be  weird,"  Hayes  muses. 

Correia-Damude  cuts  in.  "But  this  is  more 
than  a  business.  Because  we  don't  get  paid, 
the  only  reason  we're  doing  it  is  because  we 
like  it.  So  it's  a  different  kind  of  mentality.  It's 
emotional  currency.  We're  getting  paid  in  like, 
gratification,"  he  said.  "It's  actually  funny. 
The  other  day  this  girl  who  was  hanging  out 
in  the  gallery  asked  me,  "So  where  do  you  like. 


OH  SNAP!  (L-R)  Patrick  Struys,  Luke  Correia-Damude,  Chris  Altorf  and  Jessie  Hayes  are  art  curators  who 
really  care. 


sleep?"  And  1  had  to  say,  "Oh,  I  don't  live  here." 
A  lot  of  people  think  it's  like  our  apartment." 

The  folks  at  Whippersnapper  are  also 
emerging  artists  and  students  themselves. 
Correia-Damude,  a  fourth-year  film  student 
at  Ryerson,  just  wrapped  his  thesis  project. 
Struys,  who's  been  taking  pictures  for  three 
years,  studies  cinema  at  U  of  T  with  Altorf  and 
Hayes.  They're  so  ridiculously  busy  that  the 
gallery  really  is  a  huge  labour  of  love. 

"Sometimes  people  come  to  us  and  say, 
"Whippersnapper  should  be  free  for  people 
like  us."  And  what  they  don't  understand  is 
that  we  are  the  people  like  you. 

"That's  what  we're  here  for.  Just  because 
you  haven't  exhibited  doesn't  mean  you're 
not  an  artist.  And  we  understand  that,"  said 
Struys. 

"The  label  of  'artist'  doesn't  really  exist  at 
Whippersnapper.  It's  what  we're  trying  to  get 
away  from.  If  you're  doing  something  artistic, 
it's  because  you're  compelled  to  do  it.  It's  not 
a  status  thing,"  added  Correia-Damude. 

For  everyone,  the  experience  of  getting  a 
space,  promoting  it  and  connecting  with  fel- 
low friends  has  been  an  eye-opening  one,  and 
a  great  example  of  what  you  can  do  when  you 
put  your  mind  to  it. 

"That's  the  coolest  thing  about  it."  Correia- 
Damude  raved.  "The  only  people  responsible 
for  Whippersnapper  existing  are  us.  We  reno- 
vated it,  we  built  a  business  plan,  and  every 
step  of  the  way  is  because  of  something  that 
we  did.  So  it's  a  really  awesome  feeling,  as 
well  as  a  total  testament  to  the  fact  that  if  you 
want  to  do  something,  you  can  do  it." 

"I  built  two  walls  in  the  gallery,  one  with  a 
door!  You  can  do  anything,"  enthused  Struys. 


//WHIPPERSNAPPER 
HAPPENINGS 


1)  ALL  CAPS!  Indie  rock  night - 
Once  a  month  on  a  Sunday,  check  out 
a  great  all-ages  show  for  $5  organized 
by  Ryan  McLaren  organizer  of 
Wavelength. 

2)  Broke  Bastard  Mounting -The 

group  exhibit  will  feature  multimedia 
work  from  a  wide  field  of  hot  young 
artists.  Don't  worry  about  a  rental  fee, 
this  one's  oil  the  house.  Accepting 
submissions  until  March  1st.  See 
www.whippersnapper.ca  for  details. 

3)  Bizarre  Celebrations 

Whippersnapper's  crazy  good 
trimonthly  fundraiser,  named  after 
an  Of  Montreal  lyric.  Word  of  the 
street  is  that  the  next  celebration  will 
involve  birthday  hats  and  a  cake  of 
the  oversized  variety. 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 
now  ^ 

I  want  to  change 

the  world 


Meet  Melissa. 

To  get  the  field  experience  and  practical  skills  to  go  the 
distance,  Melissa  earned  her  Postgraduate  Certificate 
from  Number  in  International  Project  Management  in 
only  3  semesters.  She  now  works  as  a  Program  Officer 
for  an  International  Humanitarian  Organization. 
We  think  she'll  make  a  real  difference. 

International  Project  Management,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


It's 
your 

money... 

have  a  say 
in  how  its 
spent! 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want  to 

break  some 

boundaries" 


Meet  Sanjay. 

To  get  the  practical  knowledge  and  real  world  experience 
to  help  him  go  global,  Sanjay  earned  his  Postgraduate 
Certificate  from  Number  in  International  Marketing  in  only 
2  semesters.  He  now  works  as  Director  of  Marketing  for  a 
major  Multinational  Food  Services  Management  company. 
We  think  he's  going  places. 

International  Marketing,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


HUMBER  Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 

The  BiMiQ^Jiciwvf      .  .       Visit  US  at  www.business.humber.ca 


HUMBER  Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 

The  Businoss  School  VlsIt  US  at  www.buslness.humber.ca 
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Pillow  fighters  Sally  Spitfire  and  Sailor  Gerri  duke  it  out  bedroom-style  at  The  Mod  Club. 


Get  stuffed! 


Toronto's  Pillow  Fight  League  hits  the  big  time 


Jennifer  Fabro 

ASSOCIATE  ARTS  EDITOR 


On  January  19,  2007,  the  Galapagos  Art 
Space  in  Brooklyn,  NY  was  stormed  by  a 
crowd  of  pillow-wielding,  trash-talking 
Toronto  women.  The  Pillow  Fight  League 
(PFL),  a  group  of  women  led  by  Commis- 
sioner Stacey  Case  (founder  of  the  PFL, 
T-shirt  printer,  and  member  of  local  surf- 
punk  band  The  Tijuana  Bibles)  battled  in 
front  of  hundreds  of  screaming  spectators 
and  curious  members  of  the  American  me- 
dia. The  highlight  of  the  group's  appear- 
ance was  a  match  between  league  cham- 
pion Champain  and  #1  contender  Betty 
Clock'er. 

The  PFL  started  at  the  Gladstone  Hotel's 
New  Year's  Eve  party  in  2004,  and  was  res- 
urrected for  the  next  year's  celebration 
where  the  first  live  audience  tryouts  took 
place.  When  Case  realized  that  women  in 
the  audience  were  keen  to  get  involved, 
he  decided  to  invest  time  and  money  into 
developing  the  PFL  into  a  professional  or- 
ganization. 

The  PFL  could  be  described  as  a  hybrid  of 
WWE  wrestling  and  Mexican  Lucha  Libre, 
but  with  campier  costumes  and  no  script. 


The  League's  rules  disallow  biting,  eye- 
gouging,  hair-pulling,  and  lewd  behaviour, 
and  state  that  any  wrestling  move  may  be 
used,  as  long  as  a  pillow  is  employed  in  its 
execution.  It's  also  strictly  women-only. 

The  first  PFL  events  were  held  in  the 
sweaty  confines  of  the  former  Vatikan  club 
on  Queen  St.  W.,  but  in  the  last  several 
months  the  PFL  has  moved  on  to  larger, 
swankier  venues  like  The  Courthouse  on 
Adelaide  and  College  St.'s  Mod  Club  The- 
atre. 

The  crowd  at  PFL  events  has  always  in- 
cluded a  good  number  of  artsy  types  and 
punk  rockers,  not  to  mention  more  main- 
stream men  interested  in  getting  an  eye- 
ful of  the  feisty  fighters.  However,  as  the 
League  has  become  more  established,  it 
seems  to  have  attracted  more  of  the  hip- 
ster crowd  and  fewer  of  the  camera-bran- 
dishing perverts. 

At  the  Mod  Club  on  January  12,  one  week 
before  their  American  debut,  the  PFL  held 
a  fundraiser  that  included  a  match  for 
the  title  of  #1  contender — the  fighter  who 
would  face  feared  league  champion  and 
pillow  fight  veteran  Champain  (aka  Stacy 
Reardon,  who  is  also  a  member  of  Skin 
Tight  Outta  Sight  Rebel  Burlesque — the 


group  that  staged  the  initial  2004  pillow 
fights). 

The  Mod  Club's  dance  floor  was  trans- 
formed into  a  regulation-sized  ring,  and  a 
series  of  fights  took  place,  including  ama- 
teur bouts,  a  "dommage  a  trois"  in  which 
three  opponents  fought  to  be  the  last  lady 
standing,  and  the  final,  tense  face-off  be- 
tween Polly  Esther  and  Betty  Clock'er  for 
#1  contender  status.  After  a  tense  five-min- 
ute mutual  thrashing,  neither  contender 
had  submitted.  A  panel  of  three  judges,  in- 
cluding Case,  decreed  that  Betty  Clock'er 
would  be  the  one  to  face  Champain. 

The  following  week,  in  the  presence  of 
hundreds  of  new  American  fans,  Betty  gra- 
ciously lost  to  the  triumphant  Champain, 
who  retains  the  gold  PFL  championship 
belt.  The  New  York  trip  garnered  the  PFL 
attention  from  the  likes  of  ABC  news.  The 
Washington  Post,  ESPN,  and  Reuters — not 
to  mention  just  about  every  Canadian  news 
outlet.  With  plans  to  tour  the  Eastern  prov- 
inces and  states  this  spring,  and  a  TV  deal 
in  the  works,  expect  to  see  more  pillows 
swinging  your  way  in  the  future. 

Check  out  the  PFL  online  at  www.gopfl.com 


//GET  TO  KNOW  THE  PFL 


Champain 

The  PFL's  current  champion  and  one  of 
its  founding  members,  Champain  (a.k.a. 
Stacy  Reardon)  is  known  for  her  fierce 
attitude  and  strength — she  once  fought 
through  heatstroke  and  a  bruised  kid- 
ney. Champain  is  also  a  burlesque  per- 
former, soccer  player,  and  model  for  and 
employee  of  NOW  magazine. 

Betty  Clock'er 

Donning  a  housedress  and  apron  and 
distributing  her  trademark  chocolate- 
chip  cookies  before  every  fight  has  made 
Betty  Clock'er  (a.k.a.  Tara)  a  crowd  fa- 
vourite. Despite  her  housewife  image, 
she's  one  of  the  toughest  women  in  the 
League,  and  narrowly  lost  to  Champain 
in  a  recent  NYC  championship  battle. 

Polly  Esther 

The  league's  "waitress  from  hell,"  Polly 
Esther  (a.k.a.  Fiona)  wears  an  embit- 
tered, hard-ass  attitude  with  her  poly- 
ester uniform.  Despite  a  spotty  win-loss 
record,  Polly  is  one  of  the  most  feared 
opponents  in  the  League,  and  boasts 
brains  to  go  with  her  brawn — she  holds 
degrees  in  both  English  Literature  and 
Theatre. 

Eiffel  Power 

Towering  over  the  other  PFL  ladies,  Ei- 
ffel Power  (a.k.a.  Angela)  was  the  first 
member  to  be  recruited  from  a  live  audi- 
ence tryout  (the  Gladstone's  NYE  party 
in  2005).  Outside  of  pillow  fighting,  she 
works  as  photographer's  assistant,  a 
barback,  and  is  a  talented  photographer 
as  well. 
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I  turn  my  Camera  on 

Scottish  sextet  ups  the  charm  factor  on  retro-influenced  record 


Tabassum  Siddiqui 

SPECIAL  TO  THE  VARSITY 


Morose  Glasgow-based  six-piece 
Camera  Obscura  has  shaiten  off  tiieir 
funk  to  produce  a  third  album  they're 
excited  to  say  you  can  actually  dance 
to.  It's  been  several  months  since  they 
released  their  recent  Let's  Get  Out  of 
this  Country,  but  its  50s-flavoured, 
Motown-influenced  tunes — a  breath 
of  fresh  air  after  the  darker  moods  of 
past  efforts — only  get  more  charm- 
ing with  repeated  listening. 

Recorded  with  producer  Jari  Hap- 
palainen  (The  Concretes,  Ed  Har- 
court),  the  disc's  ten  tracks  draw  on 
the  classic  sounds  of  The  Supremes, 
Lloyd  Cole  and  Angelo  Badalamen- 
ti,  as  filtered  through  the  band's 
own  melodic  sensibility.  The  lead 
single,  "Hey,  Lloyd,  I'm  Ready  to  be 


Heartbroken,"  has  been  a  particular 
breakthrough — it's  a  delightful  sliver 
of  brass-inflected  pop  panache  high- 
lighted by  singer  Tracyanne  Camp- 
bell's sweetly  sombre  vocals. 

We  caught  up  with  keyboardist 
Carey  Lander  during  a  stop  on  the 
band's  current  lengthy  North  Ameri- 
can tour  to  talk  songwriting,  visit- 
ing our  fair  shores,  and  the  nagging 
shadow  of  that  other  Glaswegian 
group. 

The  Varsity:  with  six  people  in  the 
band,  how  does  the  songwriting  pro- 
cess work? 

Carey  Lander:  Basically  Tracyanne  is 
the  main  songwriter — she  comes  up 
with  the  melody  and  the  words  and 
some  basic  chords,  and  together  we 
try  to  find  the  structure  and  decide 


Summer  Camp  Jobs  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lakeside  Residential  Girls  Camp  in  Maine  -  Visas  Arranged 

Counselors:  Combined  childcare/teaching.  Must  be  able  to  teach  or  lead  one  or  more 
of  the  following  activities:  gymnastics,  tennis,  swim  (WSI's),  sail,  canoe,  water  ski,  arts 
(Including  stained  glass,  sewing,  jewelry,  wood,  photo),  dance,  music,  theatre,  archery, 
wilderness  trips,  field  sports,  equestrian,  climbing  wall. 

Service  Workers:  including  openings  for  kitchen,  laundry,  housekeeping,  secretaries, 
maintenance  &  grounds,  and  kitchen  supervisor. 

Non-smokers  only.  June  i6  to  August  22.  Attractive  salary  (US)  plus  travel  allowance. 
To  Apply:  Applications  and  photo  gallery  are  available  on  our  website: 
www.kippewa.com  or  contact  us  at  the  numbers  listed  below. 

KIppewa,  926  Route  135,  Monmouth,  Maine  04259-6606,  U.S.A. 
tel:  207-933-2993  I  fax:  207-933-2996  I  email:info@kippewa.com 


SKI  &  SNOWBOARD 
SCHOOL 


READING  WEEK  AT 

MT.  STE-ANNE  /  LE  MASSIF 
Feb.  11-16  or  Feb.  18-23 


%  5  days  skling/snowboarding 

t-  Accommodation 

3;  Travel  via  motor  coach 

%  All  taxes  &  gratuities 


23"^^  Year 


(416)  487-5271  •  www.snowhawks.com 


"1  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 
now  1  want  to 


stand  up 
for  the  public " 


Meet  Andrew. 

To  build  on  his  education  and  get  the  skill  set  employers 
were  looking  for,  Andrew  earned  his  Postgraduate  Certificate 
in  Public  Administration  from  Number  in  only  3  semesters. 
He  now  works  for  the  Ministry  of  Community  and 
Social  Services.  We  think  he's  found  the  meaningful 
career  he  always  wanted. 

Public  Administration,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


how  we  want  the  song  to  come  out. 
And  then  we  write  our  own  parts. 
Of  course  there's  lots  of  people  to 
please,  to  make  sure  we're  all  happy 
with  the  end  result.  I  don't  think  we 
ever  argue  too  much,  but  it's  definite- 
ly good  to  have  different  influences 
and  ideas. 

V:  Tell  us  a  bit  about  making  this  re- 
cord. 

C.L.:  This  was  the  first  album  we've 
made  with  a  producer,  so  it  was  dif- 
ferent for  us.  And  it  was  also  the  first 
time  we've  been  able  to  record  an 
album  all  in  one  go,  not  spread  out 
over  a  year.  So  we  went  to  Sweden 
and  recorded  about  14  songs  in  10 
days,  which  was  hard  but  great.  Very 
intense. 

V:  Do  you  feel  like  your  sound  has 
changed  on  this  album? 

C.L.:  It  is  a  change,  but  it  was  what 
we  always  wanted  to  do  all  along 
but  weren't  capable  of  yet.  The  first 
albums  weren't  really  'produced'  at 
all,  so  this  was  a  chance  to  make  it 
sound  really  good.  [Happalainen] 
knows  what  music  we're  influenced 
by,  and  that's  reflected  in  the  way  he 
made  the  album  sound. 

V:  The  songs  have  this  marvelous 
contrast — really  downcast  lyrics 
set  to  sunny-sounding  melodies. 
Was  that  juxtaposition  a  deliberate 
thing? 

C.L.:  I  don't  think  we  ever  decided  to 
make  the  album  sound  a  particular 
way,  but  we  were  quite  relieved  that 
we'd  managed  to  write  some  songs 
that  people  could  dance  to  at  last! 
(laughs)  Maybe  the  pressure's  off  for 
the  next  album — we  can  write  a  re- 
ally miserable  one. 

V:  You're  doing  a  fair  bit  of  touring 
on  this  side  of  the  pond — do  you  feel 
like  there's  more  of  a  push  to  'break' 
the  band  in  the  North  American  mar- 


Camera  Obscura  comes  into  focus  Wednesday  at  the  Opera  House. 


ket  this  time  around? 

C.L.:  We've  always  been  really  hap- 
py with  the  response  we've  had  in 
North  America.  We  first  came  over 
about  three  years  ago,  and  there 
were  people  at  the  shows  and  lots  of 
support  from  college  radio.  It  keeps 
getting  better — it's  amazing  to  come 
back  and  play  some  of  these  places 
for  the  third  or  fourth  time,  and  peo- 
ple still  want  to  see  you.  That  must 
mean  that  they  actually  like  you. 
Hard  to  believe  that,  but  it  must  be 
true!  (laughs)  We're  playing  some 
places  we  haven't  been  to  before  on 
this  tour,  which  is  the  unknown — it's 
good,  but  also  scary. 

V:  You  guys  have  played  Toronto  be- 
fore— any  thoughts? 

C.L.:  That  was  the  first  night  of  our 
tour  last  time.  We  were  a  bit  jet- 


lagged,  but  Toronto  crowds  are  al- 
ways amazing.  I'm  looking  forward 
to  playing  the  Opera  House — it'll 
be  nice  to  play  a  different  place  this 
time. 

V:  Do  you  ever  get  tired  of  the  end- 
less comparisons  to  Belle  and  Sebas- 
tian? 

C.L.:  A  bit.  I  mean,  it's  understand- 
able, and  every  band  from  Glasgow 
gets  compared  to  them  at  some 
point  in  some  way,  and  it's  probably 
true  that  there  are  some  similarities 
between  us.  I  think  it  comes  down  to 
shared  influences — we  both  love  a 
lot  of  the  same  music,  and  you  can 
see  that  in  what  we  do.  But  we're 
making  quite  different  music  from 
each  other  these  days. 

Camera  Obscura  play  the  Opera 
House  Jan.  31.  Sold  out 


(Qf  HUMBER 


jiriess  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


Intensive  60-Hour  Program 
Classroom  Management  Techniques 
Detailed  Lesson  Planning 
Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 
Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 
Teacher  Placement  Service 
Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 
Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

J  Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-924-3240/1-8l)0-7?9-1I79 
www.oxfordsemlnars.com 


Page  3  or 
www.harthouse.ca 


Invest  in 
yourself 


Students 


Page  3  or 
www.harthouse.ca 


The  Varsity 


The  ROM  may  perplex  you... 
The  AGO  may  intrigue  you... 
But  the  new  Varsity  Centre 
will  definitely  move  you! 


Come  check  out  the  city's  most  unique  playing 
field  and  your  new  athletic  facility! 

Activities  •  Refresfiments 


Varsity  Centre  Open  House 
Friday,  February  2,  2007 
11:30  a.m.  - 1:00  p.m. 

Enter  at  the  southeast  end  through  Varsity  Arena 


VARSITY  BLUES 
THIS  WEEK 

Basketball  &  Volleyball  take  on 
Ottawa  &  Carleton  at  the 
Athletic  Centre  this  weekend. 

BASKETBALL  vs.  Ottawa 
Friday,  February  2 

Women  -  6  p.m.  /  Men  -  8  p.m. 

BASKETBALL  vs.  Carleton 
Saturday,  February  3 

Women  -  6  p.m.  /  Men  -  8  p.m. 

YOLLEYBALL  vs.„Qttaw^ 
Saturday,  February  3 

Women  -  2  p.m. 


All  U  of  T  students 
FREE  for  regular  season. 


BOX  OFFICE 

r 


uofttix.ca 

,.^978-8849 
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Accelerate  your  future  with  the  Diploma  in  Accounting 
Program  (DAP)  at  the  University  of  British  Columbia. 

DAP  prepares  university  graduates  with  limited  or  no 
training  in  accounting  for  entry  into  a  professional 
accounting  designation  (CA,  CGA,  CMA  or  CPA  in  the  US). 


APPLICATION  DEADLINES 

May  start: 


Sep  start: 


Marl  (International  applicants) 
Apr  1  (Canadian  applicants) 

Jul  1  (International  applicants) 
Aug  1  (Canadian  applicants) 


Find  out  how  DAP  can  accelerate  your  future. 
Visit  www.sauder.ubc.ca/dap 


SAUDER 

School  of  Business 
Opening  Worlds 


SUMMER  CAMP  NORTH 
OF  MONTREAL 

Hiring  instructors  for  in-line  sl^ate  parlc, 
iiigti  ropes/climbing,  watersi<i,  wind- 
surf,  sailing,  canoeing,  l<ayai<ing,  swim, 
tennis,  baslcetball,  soccer,  gymnastics, 
archery,  football,  baseball,  pottery,  arts 
&  crafts,  beads/jewelry,  jazz  dance, 
electric  guitar,  drama  director,  female 
jr.  section  head,  and  nursing  students  to 
assist  camp  doctor,  www.mishmarcom, 
camp@mishmar.com 

INTELLIGENT,  ENERGETIC,  BRIGHT 
MINDS  NEEDED 

To  fill  available  positions  as  parking  atten- 
dants. Flexible  hours,  flexible  schedule. 
Located  in  downtown  Toronto  by  the  lake. 
Call  Roberto  -  (416)  230-1452.  $10/hr. 

VETERINARY  ASSISTANT,  P/T, 
IN  THE  ANNEX 

Fax  resume  to  Jill  (416)  537-3652. 

ENGLISH  READING  BUDDY  - 
TUTOR  WANTED 

11  year  old.  Grade  6  student  needs  help 
reading  English,  Once  per  week,  negotia- 
ble day  (Monday  to  Friday),  approximately 
4:30  -  6:30  pm.  Call  Davi:  416-921-0663. 

FRENCH  READING  BUDDY  - 
TUTOR  WANTED 

11  year  old.  Grade  6  student  needs  help 
reading  French,  Once  per  week,  negotia- 
ble day  (Monday  to  Friday),  approximately 
4:30-6:30  pm.  Call  Davi:  416-921-0663. 


STUDENT  HOUSING  -  ST.  VLAD'S 
RESIDENCE  -  620  SPADINA  AVENUE 

Male  and  female  room  available  -  meal 
plan  included.  Please  call  416-923-3318 
or  drop  between  9  &  5  pm  -  Monday  thru 
Friday. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


READING  WEEK  IN  LONDON 

Make  this  the  best  break  ever!  549pp,  all 
accommodation,  breakfast  daily  various 
sightseeing  tour/tickets,  free  drinks  night 
with  prizes,  free  London  guide  and  lots 
more.  Dates  available  for  17-24  February. 
I^ng  1 800  340  9064;  sales@capital-toursltd. 
com;  www.capital-toursltd.com. 


THE  TORONTO  ART  THERAPY  INSTITUTE 

Announces  new  options  for  streamlined 
training  in  art  therapy  Visit  www.tati.on.ca 
or  call  416-924-6221 


GIANT  BOOK,  SOFTWARE,  CD  SALE 

Large  selection  of  bestsellers;  law,  biog- 
raphy, health,  history,  politics,  dictionar- 
ies, kids,  business,  educational,  fiction, 
textbooks,  and  French  literature,  all  at 
discounted  prices.  421  Spadina.  416-754- 
4000. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING 
EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

ON  CAMPUS  NOTARY  SERVICES: 

Certify  degree  certificates,  transcripts, 
diplomas;  sworn  affidavits,  etc.  229  Col- 
lege Street,  Unit  502.  Special  discount 
for  U  of  T  students.  647-290-4272. 


ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 

PC  COMPUTER  SERVICE 

Free  estimate.  25%  discount  for  U  of  T 
students.  Repairs  and  upgrades  at  your 
home.  Microtronics  co.  Phone:  416-423- 
6069,  Cell:  416-669-5700 


GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)- 
785-8898. 

TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  COPY 
EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and 
dissertations,  from  style  to  format. 
APA,  MLA  and  McGill  styles  are  speci- 
alities. Mary  Anne  Carswell,  MA,  MEd, 
mcarswell@svmpatico.ca ,  416-303-3106. 


Advertise  in  the  Varsity 

ads@thevarsity.ca 

416-946-7604 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 
the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 
DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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The  Varsity 


With  HealthForceOntarioxa,  ifs  nev 

for  nurses  to  find  the  right  job  in  Ontario. 


Health F'orceOntario.ca  is  designed  to  help  you  get  the 
most  out  of  your  career.  Here  you'll  find  job  listings, 
opportunities  for  continuing  education,  information  on 


the  evolvmg  roles  for  today's  nurses  -  everything  you 
need  to  continue  being  a  key  member  of  the  team 
strengthening  health  care  in  Ontario. 


To  find  out  more,  visit  HealthForceOntario.ca  or  call  1-800-596-4046. 


Paid  for  by  the  Government  of  Ontario 


^^^Ontario 
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EXs,  EXOPLANETS, 
AND  OTHER  EARTHS 
Life  on  other  planets? 

//SCIENCE  p.  7 


IHE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO'S  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SINCE  1880 


MEN'S  HOCKEY 
CLINCHES  DIVISION 

//SPORTS  p.  9 


VOL.  CXXVII,  NO.  34 


Fees  fight  flares  up 

Rallying  ahead  of  Feb.  7  National  Day  of  Action,  student  leaders  freeze  in  front  campus  camp-out 


Naushad  AN  Husein 


By  the  time  you  read  this,  Emily 
Shelton's  finger  will  be  twice  its  nor- 
mal size.  The  Students'  Administra- 
tive Council's  VP  external  was  set- 
ting up  a  campfire  on  U  of  T's  front 
campus,  when  a  smoldering  hot  log 
fell  on  her  middle  finger. 

On  Wednesday  night,  around 
thirty  U  of  T  students  camped  out 
in  front  of  University  College,  on 
front  campus,  freezing  for  a  tuition 
freeze — as  it  were. 

The  freeze-in  kicked  off  the  count- 
down to  the  National  Day  of  Action, 
next  Wednesday,  when  students 
from  all  three  U  of  T  campuses  will 
converge  on  Queen's  Park  demand- 
ing a  tuition  fee  freeze. 

About  three'  years  ago,  Ontario 
premier  Dalton  McGuinty  promised 
a  tuition  fee  freeze  for  post-second- 
ary students  in  Ontario,  which  he 
implemented  for  two  years  after  be- 
ing elected. 

Last  year,  his  government  un- 
veiled a  new  tuition  plan  that  al- 
lowed universities  to  increase 
tuition  fees  by  up  to  five  per  cent, 
on  average.  Some  students'  fees, 
though  are  rising  by  up  to  8  per 
cent  per  year.  The  average  student 
in  Ontario  now  pays  $5,160  per  year 
in  tuition.  The  average  for  Canada  is 
$4,347. 

"Ironically,  McGuinty  has  found 
the  money  somewhere  in  his  bud- 


FREEZING  FOR  A  FREEZE:  A  week  ahead  of  the  National  Day  of  Action,  CFS-Ontario's  Jesse  Greener  (centre)  and  Emily  Sheiton  of  the 
Students'  Administrative  Council  lead  an  overnight  campout  for  a  tuition  freeze  on  U  of  T's  front  campus  Wednesday  night. 


get  to  increase  the  wages  of  his  own 
office,"  Sheiton  said. 

It  was  7  p.m.  and  -11  C,  with  a 
chilly  breeze  blowing  south.  A  fire 
in  a  barrel  provided  by  United  Steel 


with  generous  amounts  of  food  from 
the  Continuing  Education  Students 
Association  of  Ryerson  (CESAR). 

"We  have  been  supported  by 
groups  we  completely  did  not  ex- 


chairperson  Jen  Hassum,  roasting 
a  marshmallow  on  the  campfire, 
and  offering  The  Varsity  some  halal 
marshmallows. 


Workers  kept  campers  warm,  along     pect  to  step  forward,"  said  SAC     See  www.feb7.ca  for  more  rally  details 


UTM  drivers  fuming  over  UPass 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


Poll  clerk  Anastasia  Trofimova  hands  a  ballot  to  a  voter  on  Wednesday  at  the  poll  sta- 
tion inside  UTM's  S-Wing.  Voting  in  the  UTMSU  referenda  wraps  up  today  at  6  p.m. 


Sarah  Houshmandi's  eyes  light  up 
as  she  contemplates  how  much  cash 
UTM's  proposed  UPass  would  save 
her  on  a  weekly  basis. 

"It's  a  lot  of  money,"  the  first-year 
student  said.  Ten  Mississauga  Transit 
tickets  cost  $21. 

From  Tuesday  through  Thursday 
this  week,  full-time  undergraduates 
at  UTM  are  voting  on  a  proposal  that 
would  give  them  unlimited  rides  on 
Mississauga  Transit  for  an  additional 
$89  in  student  fees  a  year,  a  fee  stu- 
dents would  not  be  allow  to  opt  out 
of. 

Currently,  full-time  students  pay 
$85  a  year  in  UTMSU  student  fees, 
and  the  UPass  fee  would  more  than 
double  that  amount. 

The  UPass  program  would  run  from 
Sept.  1  to  April  30,  starting  in  the  fall. 
The  UPass  itself  would  just  be  a  stick- 


er applied  to  student  cards. 

For  UTM  Student  Union  vice-presi- 
dent Ryan  Singh,  the  referendum 
represents  the  culmination  of  several 
years  of  lobbying  and  negotiations 
with  Mississauga  Transit. 

"A  unified  voice  made  it  happen," 
Singh  said,  crediting  the  solidarity 
built  between  campus  student  groups 
on  this  issue. 

According  to  Singh,  a  recent  UT- 
MSU survey  found  that  around  45  per 
cent  of  UTM's  9,000-odd  full-time  un- 
dergraduates take  transit  regularly,  35 
per  cent  drive  to  school  regularly,  and 
the  remaining  20  per  cent  oscillate  be- 
tween the  two. 

When  polled  on  Wednesday,  many 
commuting  voters  were  keen  on  the 
UPass  proposal,  pointing  to  the  sav- 
ings they  would  expect  to  reap.  Tran- 
sit riders  currently  pay  $86  a  month 
for  a  Mississauga  Transit  pass. 

SEE 'UPASS' -PG  2 


LIGHTS  OUT! 

Be  an  armchair  activist  tonight! 
Join  millions  around  the  w/orld 
in  flicking  off  the  lights  for  5 
minutes  at  6:55  p.m. 

The  stunt,  spearheaded  by 
Alliance  pour  la  Planete,  aims 
to  raise  global  awareness 
about  climate  change. 


U  of  T's 
green 
gets  B- 

Julian  Gagnier  


The  University  of  Toronto  has  re- 
ceived yet  another  B-  on  a  report 
card — but  this  time,  we  were  graded 
on  our  green  factor. 

The  College  Sustainability  Report 
Card — A  Review  of  Campus  &  -Endow- 
ment Policies  at  Leading  Institutions 
evaluates  various  institutions  on  their 
green  practices.  The  Sustainable  En- 
dowments Institute  is  a  project  of  the 
Rockefeller  Philanthropy  Advisors, 
a  Cambridge,  Massachusetts-based 
consultancy  that  gauges  how  institu- 
tions such  as  universities  invest  their 
donors'  dollars. 

In  its  report  card,  U  of  T  earned 
decent  marks  in  most  areas,  scoring 
solid  Bs  in  climate  change  and  en- 
ergy, food  and  recycling,  as  well  as  in 
energy-efficient  buildings.  The  report 
noted  various  projects  already  under- 
way, such  as  the  installation  of  70,000 
energy-efficient  bulbs  on  St.  George 
campus,  the  introduction  of  photovol- 
taic or  solar  arrays  on  the  Mississauga 
campus  and,  soon,  wind  power  on  the 
downtown  campus. 

The  only  A  to  appear  in  the  person- 
alized report  was  for  "administration 
of  green  practices."  Graded  based 
on  leadership  in  matters  of  sustain- 
ability and  active  cooperation  with 
the  administration  on  campus,  in  this 
category  U  of  T  is  on  par  with  Har- 
vard University,  which  (as  expected) 
scored  highest. 

"The  leadership  and  vision  that  the 
University  of  Toronto  administration 
has  shown  has  been  outstanding," 
said  Chris  Caners,  of  the  University 
of  Toronto  Sustainability  Office.  "The 
university  has  committed  to  perma- 
nently funding  the  office,  and  a  new 
'Sustainability  Board'  that  will  consid- 
er sustainability  at  a  high  level  within 
the  university,  is  being  started." 

The  Sustainability  Office,  two  years 
old  this  month,  was  praised  for  its 
successful  work-study  programs,  in- 
ternships, and  independent  studies, 
which  have  students  working  on  proj- 
ects from  modeling  stormwater  flow 
on  campus  to  compiling  an  inventory 
of  greenhouse  gases. 
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Making  psych 
a  no-brainer 


TVO  Best  Lecturer  finalist  Marc  Fournier  uses 
himself  as  example  in  teaching  his  popular  late- 
night  psychology  class 


Karen  Ho 

VARSITY  STAFF 


UTSC  psychology  professor  Marc 
Fournier  has  that  elusive  quality, 
personality. 

At  least,  that  is  the  opinion 
shared  by  many  students  fasci- 
nated by  the  young  professor's 
popular  lectures.  And  they  were 
not  the  only  ones  to  feel  that  way. 
This  year  Fournier,  captured  a  top- 
10  spot  in  the  TVO  Best  Lecturers 
Competition,  along  with  five  other 
professors  from  U  of  T. 

Despite  his  dreaded  7-10  p.m. 
time  slot,  Fournier  still  manages  to 
draw  an  excited  crowd  to  his  lec- 
tures. Here's  what  some  students 
told  us  about  his  teaching  style. 

•  Professor  Fournier's  energy  is 
what  really  strikes  you,  in  terms 
of  making  the  lecture  seem  like  a 
lot  like  a  really  good  TV  show  you 
actually  want  to  watch.  I  remember 
in  one  of  the  first  classes  he  would 
tell  stories  from  his  childhood 
by  reading  a  letter  he  wrote  from 
camp.  It  really  helped  establish  a 
connection  with  everyone  in  the 
class  right  away. 
-MELODY  HUl,  CLASS  OF '06 


•  I  remember  his  use  of  examples 
regarding  his  relationship  with 
his  father  and  his  own  personal 
struggles  in  life  in  a  way  that  fully 
related  to  [his  lecture's  subject  of] 
personalities.  Also,  it  really  struck 
me  when  he  revealed  his  obses- 
sive-compulsive disorder  during 
the  first  lecture.  It's  those  kinds 
of  things  that  he  does  that  really 
keep  you  excited  about  going  to 

-ANONYMOUS  STUDENT 

•  Professor  Fournier  has  the  abil- 
ity to  connect  with  students  on 
a  platonic  level.  [Umm,  hello, 
weird!]  He's  very  friendly,  easy  to 
approach  and  his  kind  of  teaching 
is  the  kind  1  want  to  do.  His  class 
on  personality  teaches  a  lot  of  life 
skills,  with  the  professor  including 
lots  of  stories  about  his  own  youth 
to  help  the  material  relate  to  stu- 
dents. 

-JUSTIN  CHAN,  FOURTH-YEAR  BIO- 
PSYCH 

Catch  Marc  Fournier  on  TVO'sBig 
Ideas,  this  Saturday  and  Sunday 
at  4  p.m.,  and  then  vote  for  your 
favourite  at  www.tvo.org 


Do  you  identify  as  disabled? 

Are  you  a  student  at  U  of  T  who  has  something 
to  say  about  your  experience?  If  so,  Disability 
Studies  Profs.  Tanya  Titchkosky  or  Rod  Michalko 
would  like  you  to  contact  them.  In  researching 
the  experience  of  disability,  your  story  is 
important  since  it  is  one  way  that  university 
life  is  lived.  One  or  two  interviews.  1  to  2 
hours.  Confidentiality  is  guaranteed.  $20  per 
hour  stipend.  Interested?  Contact  Dr.  Tanya 
Titchkosky  SESE  at  OlSE/U  T  416-923-6641  x 
2248.  disability@oise.utoronto.ca.  Thanks! 


Break  away  from  the  crowd  with  an 
alternative  Spring  Break  Experience 
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•  Full  Boffet  Breokfast  each  morning 

•  $50  Gift  Cord  to  Ihc  AAoll  of  America* 
{No  kixes  on  dotlung  aiid  lootwear) 

•  Free  shuttle  service  to  the  MOA' 


CROWNE  PLAZA 

MINNEAPOLIS 
AIRPORT  WEST 


USD  $269.00 

View  our  hotel  online  at  http  Z/www  cpmsp  com 
Call  OS  at  952-831-8000  or  book  online  of  www.crowneplaza.com 

This  pockage  is  valid  from  February  1 9,  2007  to  April  6,  2007  •  Subject  to 
applicable  taxes  •  Valid  for  2  people  per  room  •  One  gift  card  per  package 
paid.  Given  crt  check  in  •  Advance  reservations  required 


Civil  engineering  prof  Bryan  Karney  said  that  the  presence  of  cameras  at  the  TVO  lecture  taping  made  it  more  like  a  political  speech, 
rather  than  a  lecture.  "You're  delivering  content  rather  than  teaching,"  he  said.  Catch  Karney  on  TVO  this  weekend  at  4  p.m. 

Climate  change  champion 
seeks  sustainability 


Ben  Spurr 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


When  civil  engineering  professor 
Bryan  Karney  gives  lectures  about 
sustainability,  he  asks  his  students 
to  think  about  their  favourite  place 
in  the  world.  Then  he  tells  them  to 
imagine  that  its  gone  forever. 

"To  me,  the  bottom  line  is  that  we 
live  in  an  incredible  world  that,  by 
and  large  we  take  for  granted,"  he 
said.  "It's  time  to  wake  up  and  look 
after  it.  Not  because  'The  sky  is 
falling' — 1  don't  think  that's  a  great 
motivation — but  because  it's  a  won- 
derful place,"  Karney  said. 

TVO's  Best  Lecturer  competi- 
tion is  entering  its  fourth  week  this 
Saturday,  and  Karney  is  one  of  six 
U  of  T  professors  to  make  it  to  the 
finals. 

An  expert  on  water  resource  sys- 
tems and  climate  change,  Karney 
is  at  the  forefront  of  the  academic 
movement  that  seeks  to  reduce 


humanity's  negative  impact  on  the 
environment.  His  lecture,  entitled 
"The  Challenge  of  Environmental 
Stewardship"  airs  TVO  weekend. 

In  his  civil  engineering  classes, 
Karney  seeks  technical  responses 
to  what  academics  have  termed  the 
"wicked  problems"  of  sustainability: 
problems  so  complex  and  difficult  to 
define  in  terms  of  scope  and  impact 
that  they  seem  to  defy  solution.  And 
while  the  jargon  Karney  uses  such 
as — "the  transient  analysis  of  large 
distribution  systems" — may  seem 
rather  sterile,  his  lectures  are  able 
to  transmit  his  passionate  belief  in 
the  importance  of  the  material. 

"The  thing  I'm  always  trying  to 
do  is  engage  both  the  heart  and  the 
mind,"  he  said,  "to  make  it  irresist- 
able  for  people  to  want  to  learn,  to 
give  them  both  the  content  and  the 
motivation." 

But  when  dealing  with  such  com- 
plex subject  matter,  Karney  admits 
that  his  lectures  don't  always  go 
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New  book!. 


All  about  me,  or 
isitl?Beware 
the  wild  pronoun  ! 

By  Gwynneth  Heaton,  BA,  BLS,  MLS 
(former  Head,  Science  &  Medicine  Library, 
now  Gerstein  Science  Information  Centre) 
137  p.  iiius,  exercises  &  answers,  $21.00 
ISBN#1 -4251 -0760-5 
Witti  this  amusing,  comprehensive, 
reference  bool<  you  will  leam  how  to  use 
pronouns  correctly  and  why  her  and  I 
can't  be  used  together  as  subjects,  You 
will  learn  to  use  objective  pronouns  after 
prepositions  -  e.g.  between  Harry  and  me, 
Laugh  while  studying  when  to  use  I,  me, 
him,  her,  myself,  who  or  whom,  and  all  the 
other  pronouns,  To  order:  phone  1-888- 
232-4444  or  go  to  the  publisher's  website 
at  www.traffor(l.com/06-2518 


according  to  plan.  "I  don't  always 
succeed,"  he  laughed,  "not  every- 
one always  gets  what  I'm  trying  to 
portray." 

Karney  has  already  won  numer- 
ous awards,  including  the  Faculty 
of  Applied  Science  and  Engineering 
Teaching  Award  in  2001-02  and  Civil 
Engineering's  Professor  of  the  Year 
in  2000,  but  he  says  being  nominat- 
ed as  Ontario's  Best  Lecturer  sur- 
passes them  all. 

"This  is  huge  compared  to  the 
other  things,"  he  said.  "It  creates 
the  possiblity  of  a  much  larger  audi- 
ence." 

But  Karney  tries  not  to  place  too 
much  importance  on  the  recogni- 
tion he's  received.  "When  1  stopped 
thinking  of  teaching  awards  1  be- 
came a  better  teacher  and  won 
more  of  them,"  he  said. 

"Receiving  a  letter  years  later 
from  someone  who's  taken  my  class 
and  enjoyed  it  is  much  more  valu- 
able." 


'UPASS'- CONTINUED  FROM  PGl 

But  the  fact  that  one  would  not  be  al- 
lowed to  opt  out  of  UPass  irked  some 
of  the  students  who  drive  to  school. 

"I  don't  think  it's  fair  to  pay  an  ex- 
tra $90  when  I'm  never  going  to  use 
it,"  said  Doha  Sabawi,  a  fourth-year 
student.  "People  say  driving  is  a  privi- 
lege. But  when  you  live  that  far  it's  not 
a  privilege,"  Sabawi  said.  "It's  a  neces- 
sity." 

Other  critics  argued  that  UPass 
would  only  half-cover  students  who 
bus  in  across  several  transit  systems 
from  suburbs  such  as  Oakville  or 
Brampton.  "That's  a  big  concern  to 
students,"  said  Gabriel  Didiano,  a  for- 
mer UTMSU  commissioner. 

Didiano  said  he  wished  that  an  opt- 
out  option  were  included  in  the  UPass 
proposal.  He  and  his  friends  have 
spearheaded  a  "no"  campaign  and 
hopes  to  prevail — but  he's  not  hold- 
ing his  breath. 

"Looking  at  the  demographics,  driv- 
ers on  campus  don't  vote,"  he  said. 
"Commuters  tend  to  vote  more.  They 
probably  have  the  upper  hand." 
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Desegregating  black  history 


U  of  T  grad  and  Rhodes  scholar  Kofi  Hope  says  world  history  should  already  include  black  history. 

Ulife  website  to  connect 
vast  campus  network 


Tao-Ming  Lau 


Kira  Kastner  did  not  meet  many  friends  or 
like-minded  people  during  her  first  years  at  U 
of  T.  She  lived  off-campus  and  only  saw  people 
during  class  time. 

But  that  all  changed  after  discovering  cam- 
pus environmental  groups  in  her  fourth  year. 
Now,  Kastner  is  spearheading  her  own  proj- 
ect, installing  solar  panels  on  the  St.  George 
campus. 

Hoping  to  end  the  alienation  of  students 
like  Kastner,  the  university  has  created  Ulife, 
a  website  where  students  can  search  through 
a  comprehensive  database  of  clubs,  work  and 
research  opportunities,  sports,  arts,  and  ex- 
tra-curricular activities  offered  at  U  of  T. 

The  site  is  the  brainchild  of  Rob  Steiner,  U  of 
T's  VP  strategic  communications,  and  Susan 
Addario,  diractor  of  Student  Affairs.  As  Steiner 
put  it,  Ulife  exists  not  to  "heckle  students  into 
joining  clubs  and  organizations,  but  rather  to 
guide  and  direct  them  to  where  they  need  to 
pursue  their  interests  during  their  time  at  U 
ofT." 

After  getting  student  input  through  surveys, 
extensive  web  design,  and  research  on  cam- 
pus events,  the  university  will  formally  launch 


Ulife  on  Feb.  5,  but  the  site  is  already  online 
and  active.  It  currently  boasts  a  searchable 
database  of  more  than  1,000  activity  listings 
and  student  profiles. 

In  the  past,  students  had  to  rely  on  Google, 
posters,  and  word  of  mouth  to  find  out  about 
clubs  and  events.  On  Ulife,  students  can  in- 
stantly find  events  at  their  campus  that  inter- 
est them,  with  a  quick  search  for,  say,  "jazz 
and  UTM." 

Ulife  project  director  Sarah  Koegh  said  stu- 
dents have  been  carving  out  events,  niches, 
scenes,  and  a  campus  community  for  a  long 
time,  but  they  have  had  no  system  to  link  all 
the  information  together. 

"U  of  T's  really  big,  like  a  city.  It  is  hard  to  find 
out  how  to  live  your  passion,"  said  Koegh. 

Ulife  incorporates  all  three  campuses  and  is 
available  to  all  U  of  T  students. 

As  the  website  grows,  the  design  team  plans 
to  develop  a  system  students  can  use  to  list 
and  promote  their  own  events,  but  this  is  not 
currently  possible. 

Check  out  www.ulife.utoronto.ca  and  watch 
out  for  posters  around  campus  for  its  official 
launch. 


Some  in  U  of  T's  black  community  want  Black  History  Month 
to  expand  beyond  King  and  Malcolm  X 


Kevin  Kwok  Wong 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  is  a  hero  to  Kofi  Hope,  a  U 
of  T  political  science  graduate  and  Rhodes  schol- 
ar who  yearns  for  the  day  when  teaching  black 
history  won't  be  confined  to  a  single  month. 

Hope  was  the  organizer  of  last  year's  Bring 
Love  In  Not  Guns  (BLING)  summit,  which  was 
set  up  following  a  rash  of  gun  violence  in  the 
black  community. 

Hope  and  others  want  the  history  lessons  of 
Black  History  Month  to  become  more  than  over- 
views of  such  figures  as  Malcolm  X  and  Rosa 
Parks.  In  addition,  instead  of  being  a  "special 
subject"  concentrated  within  its  own  month, 
Hope  would  rather  see  these  matters  taught,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  alongside  the  rest  of  the  cur- 
riculum. 

"It's  part  of  the  fight  for  a  more  inclusive  and 
truthful  history,"  said  Hope,  who  was  hunkered 
down  in  Ryerson's  Student  Centre  on  Tuesday 
night,  busily  helping  the  coordinator  of  the  Free- 
dom Summit,  a  follow-up  to  BLING  taking  place 
at  Ryerson  on  March  24. 

Hope  said  he  doesn't  see  the  achievements  of 
the  black  community  over  the  course  of  history 
reflected  in  the  teaching  of  history  as  a  whole  in 
(Canadian  institutions.  Instead,  he  pointed  out, 
an  education  in  black  history  is  often  an  optional 
part  of  most  education  systems — and  usually 
takes  place  in  a  separate  classroom. 

"That  doesn't  just  include  black  people,  but  of 
all  people  of  the  world — that  when  we  teach,  it 
[should  be]  human  history  [being taught].  Which 
includes  the  voices  of  marginalized  communi- 
ties, and  the  voices  of  other  cultures  outside  of 
Europe  and  the  accomplishments  of  the  world  as 
a  whole,"  said  Hope. 


History  lessons,  in  their  current  form,  might 
not  reveal  that  slavery  once  existed  in  the  ter- 
ritory that  now  encompasses  Canada's  borders 
up  until  the  early  1800's,  or  of  the  sacrifices 
made  by  black  Canadians  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Hope  bemoans  the  fact  that  U  of  T's  Black 
History  Month  focuses  on  figures  that  are  al- 
ready familiar,  such  as  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
and  Harriet  Tubman — ignoring  U  of  T's  own 
black  pioneers. 

These  were  figures  like  Leonard  Braithwaite, 
who  obtained  a  Bachelor  of  Commerce  degree 
from  U  of  T  in  1950  and  went  on  to  become  the 
first  black  Canadian  to  be  elected  as  a  member 
of  the  provincial  parliament. 

Canada's  first  black  physician  graduated  from 
U  of  T  in  the  late  1800's,  according  to  Shawn 
Knights,  whose  work  on  an  essay  examining 
the  history  of  black  students  at  U  of  T  spurred 
the  creation  of  the  first  black  alumni  associa- 
tion in  Canada  in  2004. 

Canadian  classical  soprano  Measha  Brueg- 
gergosman  acquired  her  Bachelor  of  Music  at 
this  university  before  traveling  the  world  sing- 
ing in  opera  houses  across  Europe. 

Many  black  U  of  T  students  say  that  although 
the  prevailing  message  of  this  month  may  be 
that  the  position  of  blacks  in  Canadian  society 
and  around  the  world  is  far  better  than  it  once 
was,  many  in  the  community  feel  that  there  is 
much  further  to  go  in  the  struggle  for  equality. 

"We  aren't  fine.  Even  though  significant 
strides  have  been  made,  there  still  needs  to  be 
a  lot  of  changes.  Not  only  for  us  black  people, 
but  for  everyone  else,"  said  Patrick  Clarke,  a 
second-year  journalism  student  at  UTSC,  who 
is  Jamaican. 

"Everyone  needs  to  fight  and  push  for  the 
equality  that  we  all  deserve." 


TATP  Excellence  Award 

..dp  you  know  a  great  TA? 


TEACHING 
ASSfSfANTS 
TRAINING 
PHOCHAM 


WHAT  IS  IT? 


A  University-wide  award  to  honour  exceptional  TAs  and 
their  important  role  at  UofT.  Four  awards  of  $200  each  are 
made  on  the  basis  of; 

•Excellence  in  Teaching 

•Educational  Leadership 

•Dedication  to  Students 


HOW  DOES  IT  WORK? 

Candidates  need  at  least  2 
student  nominations  and  1 
faculty  nomination  from 
individuals  familiar  with  their 
teaching.  Finalists  will  be  asked 
for  a  brief  teaching  dossier  to 
support  their  nomination. 


WHO  IS  ELIGIBLE? 

Candidates  must  hold  or  have 
held  a  TAship  of  at  least  100 
hours  within  the  last  3 
academic  terms.  Past 
recipients  of  the  TATP 
Excellence  Award  are  not 
eligible  for  nomination. 


NOMINATION  DEADLINE:  5PM,  MARCH  2"'',  2007 


HOW  DO  I  GET  INVOLVED? 

To  make  a  nomination  or  for  more  information, 
^  please  visit: 

http://www.utoronto.ca/tatp/TeachingAward.htm 
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VARSITY  COMMENT 


UPass  is  our  ticket  to  ride 


opinions@thevarsity.ca 


As  climate  change  and  the  tuition 
fee  debate  become  more  and  more 
a  part  of  the  public  consciousness, 
the  new  UPass  transit  plan  at  U  of  T's 
Mississauga  campus  could  not  have 
arrived  at  a  better  time.  Students  at 
UTM  are  on  the  cusp  of  approving  a 
transit  deal  that  seems  almost  too 
good  to  be  true. 

Chances  are  good  that  the  UPass 
proposal,  which  would  see  all  UTM 
students  pay  an  additional  $89  per 
year  in  exchange  for  unlimited  Mis- 
sissauga Transit  use  from  Septem- 
ber to  April,  will  get  the  go-ahead 
this  week  after  a  three-day  student 
referendum  closes.  For  students 
who  commute  via  transit,  this  is  a 
no-brainer.  The  proposal  effectively 
means  that  students  would  receive 
one  year's  worth  of  transit  use  for 
the  price  of  a  monthly  pass. 


►  EDITORIAL " 

While  most  Mississauga  students 
seem  to  support  the  fantastic  sav- 
ings this  plan  offers,  there  are  some 
who  drive  to  school  regularly  and 
oppose  a  fee  increase  that  they  claim 
will  not  benefit  them.  Yet  the  UPass 
would  be  valid  all  week,  like  a  regu- 
lar Metropass,  so  even  students  who 
don't  use  transit  to  get  to  school  can 
still  save  money  by  taking  the  bus  at 
night  or  on  weekends.  Who  knows — 
perhaps  some  of  these  drivers  will 
even  make  the  switch  to  transit,  see- 
ing as  it  will  be  such  a  cost-effective 
option. 

Considering  the  environmental 
impact  of  taking  more  cars  off  the 
road  and  the  fact  that  the  majority  of 
UTM  students  (45  per  cent)  use  tran- 


sit exclusively,  while  another  20  per 
cent  use  it  occasionally,  the  benefits 
of  this  plan  far  outweigh  the  con- 
cerns of  a  few  students  who  lack  the 
perspective  to  see  the  many  returns 
this  fee  increase  will  yield. 

Students'  complaints  that  the 
UPass  only  applies  to  Mississauga 
Transit,  and  not  the  outer  regions  of 
Oakville  or  Brampton  where  many 
students  begin  their  morning  com- 
mute, again  remind  us  of  the  neces- 
sity for  a  "GTA  Transit  Authority"  to 
allow  for  the  various  transit  services 
to  be  accessed  as  one.  Students  at 
the  St.  George  and  Scarborough  cam- 
puses who  must  commute  from  York 
Region  and  then  pay  again  to  use  the 
TTC  have  made  a  similar  point  in  dis- 
cussions about  a  UPass  for  those  two 
campuses.  A  fare  structure  allowing 
free  passage  between  all  transit  sys- 


tems in  the  GTA  would  not  only  help 
students,  but  everyone  who  must 
cross  jurisdictions  while  traveling. 

Even  allowing  for  slight  increases 
every  year  to  match  Mississauga 
Transit  fare  hikes,  paying  less  than 
$100  for  eight  months  of  unlimited 
transit  use  is  a  situation  that  stu- 
dents at  St.  George  and  Scarborough 
will  envy.  The  UPass  system  has 
been  in  use  at  other  Ontario  schools 
for  years,  with  great  success,  and 
it  only  makes  sense  that  campuses 
with  so  many  commuters  should  be 
able  to  enjoy  a  similar  arrangement 
with  the  TTC. 

SAC  has  pledged  to  work  towards 
securing  a  UPass  that  would  service 
St.  George  and  UTSC,  and  Governing 
Council  is  receptive  to  such  a  plan. 
Here's  hoping  the  TTC  will  take  the 
guaranteed  income  from  thousands 


of  passes  in  exchange  for  offering 
an  affordable  yearly  pass  that  will 
greatly  ease  students'  transporta- 
tion budgets. 

Toronto's  main  transit  organization 
has  long  enough  endured  a  reputa- 
tion for  bickering  and  inaction  when 
it  comes  to  introducing  effective  re- 
forms. This  positive  sign  out  of  Mis- 
sissauga is  proof  that  the  UPass  can 
work  for  all  U  of  T  students,  and  by 
striking  a  similar  deal  the  TTC  has  a 
chance  to  help  the  environment  and 
score  points  with  some  of  its  most 
consistent  clients. 

Councilor  Adam  Giambrone — the 
new  TTC  Commissioner,  himself 
not  too  far  removed  from  his  school 
days — should  take  care  not  to  let 
petty  wrangling  and  a  lack  of  per- 
spective get  in  the  way  of  such  a 
worthy  initiative. 


Prime-time  distraction 


A  forkful  of  football  makes  the  politics  go  down 


Jonny  Timms 


When  footballer  Andres  Escobar  Saldarriaga  ar- 
rived home  from  the  1994  World  Cup  after  having 
scored  a  goal  against  his  own  side  that  resulted 
in  his  team's  elimination,  he  was  shot  dead  by  an 
enraged  fellow  Colombian. 

This  has  always  struck  me  as  a  slight  overreac- 
tion. 

When  David  Beckham  soon  turns  his  back  on 
European  football  to  play  in  the  United  States,  I 
certainly  hope  he  is  not  similarly  treated.  The 
Saldarriaga  story  confirms  that  when  it  comes  to 
our  obsession  with  sports,  we  need  to  get  things 
in  perspective. 

My  housemate  will  turn  purple  as  he  reads  that 
last  sentence.  To  him,  football  is  everything:  it's 
the  first  thing  he  reads  about  when  he  goes  on- 
line, and  it's  the  reason  he  gets  up  early  on  week- 
ends and  goes  to  the  nearest  bar — or  at  least  I 
hope  it  is!  His  dedication  to  the  game  helps  me 
understand  how  intense  riots  can  break  out  over 
football  matches.  Since  news  broke  of  Beckham's 
joining  the  American  gravy  train  with  a  move  to 
Major  Soccer  League's  L.  A.  Galaxy,  my  housemate 
hasn't  logged  off  the  sports  pages. 

This  got  me  thinking.  Why  is  it  that  we  are 
incredibly  well-informed  about  things  that  do 
not  really  matter?  No  doubt  some  of  you  are  as 
equally  well-versed  in  the  complex,  intellectually 
demanding  issues  surrounding  Super  Bowl  XL! 
this  Sunday  as  my  housemate  is  about  Beckham's 
exploits.  Many  are  able  to  knowledgably  hypoth- 
esize about  the  likelihood  of  Colts  president  Bill 
Polian  winning  the  Super  Bowl  after  falling  short 
in  his  three  previous  trips,  just  as  my  housemate 


If  you  know  more  about  Beckham's  transfer  than  Bush's 
Iraq  strategy,  you  may  have  your  priorities  out  of  whack. 

can  pontificate  upon  the  nuanced  differences  be- 
tween the  Galaxy's  4-3-3  and  4-4-2  formations  and 
predict  how  the  squad  will  incorporate  Beckham. 

A  recent  Varsity  article  urged  us  to  strengthen 
our  democracy  by  reforming  Ontario's  problemat- 
ic first-past-the-post  electoral  system.  It  seems  to 
me,  though,  that  the  first  issue  we  must  deal  with 
to  bring  about  democratic  reform  is  voter  apathy. 

Many  of  the  (diminishing)  number  of  us  who 


traipse  to  the  polling  booth  each  election  do  so  in 
a  state  of  utter  ignorance  of  the  issues,  and  we  are 
therefore  more  easily  duped  by  the  candidates. 
So  why  don't  we  bother  to  acquire  the  knowledge 
that  might  help  us  make  the  right  decisions  for 
the  good  of  the  country,  and  improve  our  own  lot 
as  well?  It  is  not  because  we  are  incapable  of  do- 
ing so. 

My  housemate  reads  closely  between  the  lines 
of  every  football-related  press  statement,  and 
contemplates  the  fitness  and  mental  state  of  his 
star  players — things  we  almost  never  do  with  so- 
cial issues  and  politicians. 

Scores  of  sports  fans  (and  pop  culture  enthu- 
siasts, for  that  matter)  are  spectacularly  well-in- 
formed about  their  passion,  although  knowing  the 
ins-and-outs  of  our  favourite  players  will  not  help 
our  team  to  victory  one  bit.  Yet  when  knowledge 
of  political  issues  might  enable  us  to  improve  our 
lives,  we  shirk  the  opportunity. 

The  obvious  explanation  for  this  paradox  is  that 
football  is  fun  while  politics  is  painful,  and  we  are 
nothing  if  not  an  extremely  feckless  lot.  Passion 
for  sports  is  a  fantastic  thing,  but  we  can't  believe 
that  it  really  matters,  can  we?  My  suspicion  is  that 
we  enjoy  the  chance  to  abrogate  responsibility 
for  our  own  well-being  and  assign  our  future  hap- 
piness to  decisions  taken  on  the  spur  of  the  mo- 
ment, thousands  of  miles  away  on  a  football  pitch, 
by  people  as  young  as  us  and  probably  not  quite 
as  clever. 

When  given  the  chance  to  live  our  lives  vicari- 
ously through  other  people,  we  grasp  the  op- 
portunity with  both  hands,  not  least  because  we 
can  then  blame  them  rather  than  ourselves  when 
things  go  wrong. 


LETTERS 


Arrogant  VP  out 
of  line 


Re:  Satellite  campuses  need  to 
grow,  Jan.  23 

I  was  disappointed  and  ashamed 
to  read  the  comments  by  Catherine 
Riggall,  VP  of  business  affairs 
at  U  of  T,  who  stated  that  Trent 
University  was  a  "little  school... 
where  nobody  really  wants  to  go." 
Recently,  another  senior  admin- 
istrator commented  to  me  that 
York  University  was  simply  "our 
impoverished  little  cousin"  and  a 
"second-rate  university."  The  ar- 
rogance displayed  by  some  of  our 
most  senior  officials  is  appalling. 
While  President  Naylor  has  done  a 
commendable  job  building  bridges 
with  our  peer  institutions  across 
Ontario,  the  political  judgment  of 
his  staff  leaves  something  to  be 
desired. 

Catherine  Riggall  should  publicly 
apologize  and  keep  her  superior- 
ity complex  to  herself.  If  she  won't 
apologize,  Naylor  should  terminate 
her,  with  cause.  1  am  certainly  em- 
barrassed by  her  actions,  and  I  am 
sure  that  a  great  number  of  faculty 
and  students  will  agree  with  me. 

The  post-secondary  education 
system  in  Ontario  needs  new 
resources,  more  faculty  and  in- 
creased collaboration  between  our 
universities.  It  certainly  does  not 
need  ill-advised  commentary  by  se- 
nior U  of  T  officials  with  big  egos. 

Paul  Bretscher 

SAC  President  2005-2006 
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Bound  by 
invisible  shackles 


Ttiis  impoverished  elementary  scliool  in  Ghana  crams  100  students  into  each  of  its  six  classrooms. 


Margarita  Medynsky 


This  February,  the  nation  unites  to  celebrate 
the  bicentennial  of  the  end  of  the  African  slave 
trade.  Black  History  Month  is  a  time  to  hon- 
our and  aclcnowledge  contributions  made  by 
members  of  the  blaclc  community  who  were 
never  properly  awarded  for  their  heroism. 
Iconic  African  Americans  such  as  Rosa  Paries, 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  and  W.E.B.  Du  Bois  de- 
voted their  lives  to  blurring  the  colour  line. 

Musicians  like  Billie  Holiday,  Ray  Charles, 
Bob  Marley  and  James  Brown  sang  a  similar 
tune,  re-educating  the  world  through  song. 
Their  music  spoke  on  behalf  of  a  silenced  com- 
munity, helping  to  create  a  world  where,  as  Mi- 
chael Jackson  sang,  "it  don't  matter  if  you're 
black  or  white." 

Looking  back  at  a  time  when  slaves  occu- 
pied the  economic  market  like  laptop  comput- 
ers do  now — as  commodities — we  feel  disgust 
and  utter  embarrassment  for  the  actions  of 
our  ancestors.  These  thoughts  take  us  on  the 
worst  trip  one  can  experience — a  guilt  trip. 
Such  horrible  treatment  of  our  fellow  human 
beings  now  seems  unimaginable. 

But  does  it  really,  or  have  we  simply  re- 
turned from  the  guilt  trip  with  no  desire  to  go 
back? 

It's  great  that  we  dedicate  a  month  in  remem- 
brance and  recognition  of  African  American 
martyrs  who  died  trying  to  make  the  world 
a  better  place.  But  what  about  those  who  die 
every  day  from  hunger  and  disease,  unrecog- 
nized? Another  speech  celebrating  Martin  Lu- 
ther King  Jr.  won't  repay  the  sweat  and  blood 
spilled  on  plantation  fields  long  ago,  and  if  we 
don't  start  acknowledging  those  in  need  in  the 
present  day,  they  won't  be  among  us  much 
longer  either. 

Beyonce  can  survive  without  another  Gram- 
my for  her  empowering  songs.  But  African 
families  starving  to  death  and  children  living  a 
life  of  illness  only  to  die  in  their  preteens  can't 
survive  without  our  aid. 

If  you  want  to  feel  better  about  yourself, 
stop  putting  up  posters  of  Bob  Marley  in  your 
room  to  feel  like  you're  making  a  difference. 


Get  up  and  stand  up  for  the  rights  of  the  poor, 
because  they  can't. 

How  come  only  huge  pandemics  like  AIDS 
get  media  coverage  when  most  of  the  African 
continent  remains  enslaved  by  poverty?  A  lack 
of  education,  food,  water,  and  medicine  has 
chained  Africa's  population  back  into  slavery. 

Poverty  is  not  racist.  It  doesn't  pick  its  vic- 
tims based  on  skin  colour.  Hunger  and  disease 
are  experienced  by  every  ethnic  group,  and 
therefore  all  races  should  join  in  the  effort  to 
eradicate  the  circumstances  that  cause  these 
hardships. 

A  friend's  trip  to  Ghana  served  as  a  rude 
awakening  and  a  window  on  the  sheltered 
world  we  live  in.  There  a  community  of  4,000 
people  in  a  town  called  Larabanga  live  in 
dreadful  conditions  and  lack  the  staples  of 
life:  water,  education,  and  healthcare.  The 
community's  water  supply  is  a  local  dam  two 
kilometers  away,  so  the  people  of  Larabanga 
are  forced  to  carry  heavy  containers  of  pollut- 
ed water  on  their  heads  under  the  sweltering 
sun  in  order  to  stay  hydrated. 

As  for  education,  there  is  one  elementary 
school  (serving  grades  one  through  six)  with 
six  rooms  and  an  approximate  daily  atten- 
dance of  600  students.  You  do  the  math.  The 
nearest  medical  centre  is  about  30  kilometres 
away,  and  staff  there  has  no  access  to  a  car  in 
case  of  emergencies. 

In  light  of  stories  like  these,  it's  worth  asking 
who  was  really  set  free  those  200  years  ago. 
People  are  still  enslaved  by  poor  circumstanc- 
es. The  town  of  Larabanga  is  unfortunately 
not  even  close  to  representing  the  extent  of 
poverty  present  across  much  of  the  African 
continent. 

This  February,  before  we  get  too  sentimen- 
tal about  black  people  being  able  to  sit  at  the 
front  of  a  bus  and  hold  hands  with  white  peo- 
ple, let's  think  about  those  communities  where 
there  are  no  buses  to  sit  on  and  no  white  peo- 
ple to  hold  hands  with.  Families  have  no  food, 
no  water,  no  medical  care,  and  no  education. 
Let's  think  about  them  before  giving  ourselves 
a  pat  on  the  back  for  finally  treating  black  peo- 
ple like  human  beings. 


//  CORRECTION 

In  the  Jan.  23  article  Area  studies  funding  scarce:  students,  several  area  studies 
programs  were  misidentified  as  departments.  African  Studies,  South  Asian 
Studies  and  Caribbean  Studies  are  programs  offered  out  of  New  College,  while  the 
Department  of  Near  and  Middle  Eastern  Civilizations  is  a  full-fledged  department. 
Significant  differences  exist  between  "programs"  and  "departments,"  particularly  in 
terms  of  funding  levels.  The  Varsity  regrets  the  error. 


NOTICE  TO  MEMBERS 
SPRING  2007  ELECTIONS 


UTSU,  YOUR  STUDENTS'  UNION 
LOCAL  98,  CANADIAN  FEDERATION  OF  STUDENTS 

The  Students' Administrative  Council,  your  students'  union,  is  holding 
its  Spring  2007  Elections  to  fill  the  following  positions: 


Position 

Seat(s) 

Division  1 

Victoria  College  ^^m^s^^^jgmm 

University  College 

2 

Innis  College  ^aii^^^H^Hl 

Saint  Mic'naeTs  College 

2 

2  ^ 

Trinity  College 

1 

Woodsworth  College 

3 

Toronto  School  of  Theology 

1 

At-Large  Arts  and  Science  Rep. 

2 

Dlvision  il  i 

Faculty  of  Music  ^^..^^^^Mt^^-^m^^^ 

Faculty  of  Dentistry 

1 

Faculty  of  Nursing 

Faculty  of  Medicine 

1 

Faculty  of  Pharmacy  '^^^^^^^ 

Faculty  of  Law 

1 

Faculty  of  Engineering 

3 

Faculty  of  Physical  Education 

1 

At-Large  Faculty  Representative 

Division  III 

Mississauga  Cannpus 

/' 

Executive 

Chairperson 

1 

Vice-President  Internal  and  Services 

1 

Vice-President  Equity 

1 

Vice-President  External 

1 

Vice-President  University  Affairs 

1 

Vice-President  UTM 

1 

N.B.  More  seats  may  become  availble.  Contact  the  UTSU  offices  for  updates. 

To  run  for  a  position,  pick  up  a  nomination  package  during 
the  nomination  period  at  one  of  the  UTSU  offices.  Please  keep  in 
mind  the  dates  and  deadlines. 


Dates 

Election  Nominations 
(Ail  Positions) 

Monday,  February  5,  2007,  9am  to 
Wednesday,  February  14,  2007,  12pm 

Election  Campaign  Period 

Monday  February  26,  2007,  12pm  to 
Friday,  March  9,  2007,  5pm 

Election  Voting  Period 

Wednesday,  March  7,  2007  to  Friday 
March  9,  2007,  5pm. 

Election  Results 

Monday  March  12,  2007 

Referenda  Application 

Monday,  February  5,  2007,  9am  to 
Wednesday,  February  14,  2007,  12pm 

Referenda  Campaigning 

Monday.  February  26,  2007,  12pm  to 
Friday,  March  9,  2007,  5pm 

Referenda  Voting 

Wednesday,  March  7,  2007  to  Friday 
March  9,  2007,  5pm. 

Referenda  Results 

Monday,  March  12,  2007 

For  more  information,  visit  our  students'  union  website  at 
www.uoftsac.ca  or  contact  the  Chief  Returning  Officer  at 
cro@sac.utoronto.ca  or  telephone  416-978-4911  x  231. 

UTSU  St.  George  office:     12  Hart  House  Circle 

Hours:  Monday  to  Friday  9  ann  to  5pm 

UTSU  Mississauga  office;  Student  Centre,  Room  131 

Hours:  Monday  to  Friday,  9  am  to  5  pm 
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With  HealthForceOntario.ca,  ifs  never  been  easier 
for  nurses  to  find  the  right  job  in  Ontario. 

eaimi^orceunlario.ca  is  designed  to  help  you  get  the  the  evohdng  roles  for  today's  nurses  -  everything  you 
most  out  of  your  career.  Here  you'll  find  job  listings,  need  to  continue  being  a  key  member  of  tlie  team 
opportunities  for  continuing  education,  information  on        strengthening  health  care  in  Ontario. 


To  find  out  more,  visit  HealthForceOntario.ca  or  call  1-800-596-4046. 


Ontario 


science@thevarsity.ca 


VARSITY  SCIENCE 


Surgery  is  never  a  pretty  sight,  but  in  the  case  of  ovarian  cancer  patients,  it  can  mean  removing  ovaries,  fallopian  tubes,  or  the  entire  womb.  PoLi,  which  stands  for  polymer  lipid, 
may  make  dealing  with  life  after  surgery  a  simpler  matter. 


All  patched  up 


The  latest  cancer-fighting  strategy  doesn't  look  or  feel  like  anything  that  came  before.  Can  a  flimsy  film 
of  natural  fat  and  sugar  molecules  improve  the  life  of  thousands  of  ovarian  cancer  sufferers? 


Sandy  Huen 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 


Remember  this  word:  PoLi.  It  stands 
for  polymer  lipid.  It  took  scientists  four 
years  to  develop.  And  if  everything 
goes  as  planned,  it  will  be  implanted 
into  the  bodies  of  ovarian  cancer  pa- 
tients in  five  years  time. 

PoLi  is  the  latest  device  to  emerge 
from  a  U  of  T  lab  that  specializes  in 
drug  delivery  systems  made  out  of 
pol3miers — long  chains  of  sugar  mol- 
ecules. Dr.  Christine  Allen,  a  polymer 
chemist,  and  Dr.  Micheline  Piquette- 
Miller,  a  molecular  pharmacologist, 
and  graduate  student  Justin  Grant 


spent  four  years  taking  PoLi  from  an 
idea  into  a  promising  treatment  for 
ovarian  cancer 

Conventionally,  patients  with  ovar- 
ian cancer  often  undergo  surgery  to 
remove  tumours,  then  chemotherapy 
to  kill  any  remaining  cancer  cells.  Be- 
sides hair  loss  and  fatigue,  the  poten- 
tial side  effects  of  chemotherapy  in- 
clude hypersensitivity  to  the  drug,  or 
cancer  cells  developing  a  resistance 
to  it.  . 

Grant  explained  that  if  anti-cancer 
drugs  are  administered  directly  to  the 
tumour  site,  a  number  of  problems 
can  arise. 

"Dose-dumping  may  occur,  where 


you  have  too  high  [of  a]  drug  concen- 
tration, causing  toxicity  and  also  may- 
be leading  to  drug  resistance,"  said 
Grant.  "The  drug  may  also  get  cleared 
from  the  area  too  fast." 

The  researchers  explained  that 
PoLi,  a  soft,  flexible  strip,  delivers  a 
sustained  release  of  anti-cancer  drugs 
directly  to  a  tumour  site  over  several 
months,  and  avoids  such  problems. 

"Compared  to  conventional  dosing, 
studies  to  date  indicate  that  treatment 
strategies  using  this  novel  drug  deliv- 
ery system  prevent  the  development 
of  multi-drug  resistance,"  said  Pi- 
quette-Miller,  who  identified  the  types 
of  cancers  PoLi  would  be  best  suited 


to  treat.  The  system  is  being  consid- 
ered for  treating  solid  tumours  in  the 
head,  neck,  breast,  and  prostate. 

A  PoLi  implant  is  formulated  to  last 
for  a  specific  amount  of  time,  deliver- 
ing the  powerful  drugs  paclitaxel  and 
carboplatin  to  the  tumour  site  and 
breaking  down  naturally  afterwards. 
Because  PoLi  is  made  of  a  matrix  of 
chitosan  (a  natural  material  derived 
from  crustacean  shells)  and  fat  mol- 
ecules, it  dissolves  harmlessly  into 
the  body. 

Gliadel  Wafers  is  a  similar  implant- 
able polymer-based  system  made 

SEE 'POLI' -ON  NEXT  PAGE 


Life  or  something,  somewhere,  like  it 


Nazila  ReyhanI 


Giordano  Bruno,  a  sixteenth-century 
philosopher,  was  one  of  the  first  to 
postulate  an  infinite  and  homoge- 
neous universe  where  multiple  suns 
and  earths  existed.  For  his  beliefs, 
which  ran  contrary  to  church  doc- 
trine, Bruno  was  burned  at  the  stake, 
but  his  words  survived  to  inspire  sci- 
entific investigation  centuries  later. 

Last  Friday's  Expanding  Canada's 
Frontiers  symposium,  hosted  by  the 
Astronomy  and  Space  Exploration 
Society,  shows  we  have  come  a  long 
way  since  the  era  scientists  like  Bruno 
were  executed  for  their  beliefs. 

U  of  T  professor  Ray  Jayawardhana 
and  Dr  Max  Bernstein  of  NASA  both 
spoke  at  the  event,  discussing  findings 
about  the  diversity  of  planets  and  the 
prospect  of  finding  life  beyond  earth. 

A  renowned  astronomer  and  an 

SEE  'LIFE' -ON  NEXT  PAGE 


Left,  Dr.  Max  Bernstein.  Right,  an  artist's  depiction  of  a  hypothetical  moon  in  orbit  around  the  first  known  planet  to  reside  in  a  solar 
system  with  three  stars.  The  planet  orbits  a  single  star  that  is  orbited  by  another  pair  of  stars. 
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//SCIENCE  IN  BRIEF 


Lovely  apples- 
that  is 


-juice, 


As  the  saying  goes,  "An  apple  a  day 
keeps  the  doctor  away."  But  will  a 
glass  of  apple  juice  suffice?  A  new 
study  is  examining  whether  100  per 
cent  fruit  or  vegetable  juice  is  as  ef- 
fective as  whole  fruits  and  vegeta- 
bles at  reducing  a  person's  risk  of  de- 
veloping cancer  and  cardiovascular 
disease.  Because  juice  contains  only 
a  fraction  of  the  fiber — renowned 
for  its  disease-fighting  power — of 
whole  produce,  the  general  opin- 
ion is  that  juice  is  not  as  beneficial. 
However,  a  recent  literature  review 
found  that  the  positive  health  ef- 
fects of  fruits  and  vegetables  come 
not  only  from  their  fiber  content, 
but  also  from  the  anti-oxidants  they 
contain.  The  study  concluded  that 
juice  and  whole  produce  were  equal 
in  their  ability  to  prevent  disease. 
Source:  International  Journal  of 
Food  Science  and  Nutrition 
— Mayce  Al-Sukhni 

Soft,  squeezable,  and 
surprisingly  useful 

What  happens  when  a  team  of  rot)ot- 
loving  biologists  and  bioengineers 
tinker  with  nanoparticles?  They 
make  the  world's  first  prototype  of 
a  soft-bodied  robot!  Some  machines 
today  are  made  up  of  flexible  materi- 
als that  give  them  more  power  and 
the  ability  to  move  faster,  but  none 
can  compete  with  the  physical  abili- 
ties of  a  moving,  living  organism.  At 
Tufts  University's  Biomimetic  Tech- 
nologies for  Soft-bodied  Robots 
project.  Professors  Barry  Trimmer 
and  David  Kaplan  are  working  on 
a  pliable,  moldable  robot  with  the 
ability  to  crawl  along  ropes,  burrow 
into  tight  spaces,  and  collapse  to  a 
smaller  size.  The  two  are  aiming  not 
only  to  send  their  soft  creations  to 
work  in  disciplines  like  medicine, 
prosthetics,  and  emergency  search 
and  retrieval,  they  ultimately  aim  to 
launch  them  into  space.  The  hope  is 
that  astronauts  will  be  able  to  relcix 
while  a  soft-bodied  robot  squeezes 
into  space  stations  to  handle  re- 
pairs. 

Source:  Tufts  University 
—SANDY  HUEN 

Can't  help  making  the 
same  old  thing? 

Everydne  wants  to  be  successful, 
but  who  knew  that  too  much  suc- 
cess could  be  a  bad  thing?  A  recent 
study  notes  that  successful  inven- 
tors can  become  less  creative  over 
time.  While  scientists  who  suc- 
cessfully patent  their  inventions 
continue  to  generate  more  patents, 
their  subsequent  patents  tend  to  be 
less  divergent  from  their  previous 
work.  As  such,  if  R&D  managers  al- 
locate more  resources  to  successful 
departments,  productivity  may  in- 
crease, but  creativity  may  diminish. 
One  way  of  managing  this  problem 
is  to  encourage  inventors  to  collabo- 
rate with  one  another  and  to  make 
"exploration"  an  explicit  organiza- 
tional goal. 

Source:  Management  Science 
— M.A. 
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An  ultraviolet  courtship 

For  female  jumping  spiders,  it  pays  to 
be  fluorescent  green.  A  recent  study 
illustrated  the  importance  of  ultravi- 
olet lights  in  the  courtship  behavior 
of  spiders.  The  males  of  the  jumping 
spider  Cosmophasis  umbratica  have 
patches  on  their  backs  that  reflect 
UV  rays,  while  the  female  jumping 
spiders  have  palp,  or  "feelers,"  on 
the  face  that  fluoresces  green  under 
UV.  In  their  experiments,  scientists  in 
Singapore  and  China  tested  the  spi- 
ders to  see  if  these  sex-specific,  UV- 
related  body  features  were  related  to 
their  courtship  behaviors,  studying 
the  interaction  between  a  male  and 
female  spider  under  conditions  that 
block  UV  light.  Under  normal  light 
conditions,  males  court  females  by 
flexing  their  abdomens  and  females 
respond  by  hunching  legs  and  bend- 
ing their  abdomens.  Under  UV-defi- 
cient  circumstances,  female  spiders 
no  longer  displayed  any  courtship 
responses,  whereas  males  ignored 
females  that  did  not  fluoresce.  Sci- 
entists reason  that  jumping  spiders 
have  photoreceptors  in  the  eye  that 
detect  UV  and  the  colour  green, 
which  is  already  known  to  be  impor- 
tant in  the  male-to-male  interaction 
of  jumping  spiders. 
Source:  Science 
— MANDYLO 

He's  hot  when  she  thinks  so 
too 

There  may  be  a  scientific  explana- 
tion for  female  best  friends  both  fall- 
ing for  the  same  guy.  In  a  recently 
published  psychology  study,  a  team 
led  by  Dr.  Benedict  Jones  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Aberdeen  suggests  that 
a  woman's  perception  of  a  man  can 


depend  greatly  on  how  she  thinks 
other  women  view  him.  In  the  study, 
participants  were  asked  to  view 
pairs  of  male  faces  and  choose  which 
face  they  preferred.  They  were  then 
shown  the  same  pairs  of  faces,  but 
with  a  woman  looking  at  one  of  the 
male  faces  with  either  a  smile  or  a 
neutral  expression.  Researchers 
found  that  seeing  another  woman 
smiling  at  a  particular  male  increased 
a  female  subject's  attraction  to  him. 
Interestingly,  the  reverse  was  true  for 
a  group  of  male  participants:  observ- 
ing another  woman  with  a  neutral  ex- 
pression increased  his  preference  for 
the  man  being  observed.  This  study 
provides  evidence  that  women  look 
for  facial  cues  from  other  women  in 
their  judgment  of  the  opposite  sex — 
why  Jen  and  Jess  could  both  fall  for 
Joe — and  that  men  abhor  other  men 
that  are  positively  received  by  other 
women — why  John  doesn't  think  Joe 
is  so  cool  after  all. 
Source:  PRSB:  Biological  Sciences 
— M.L 

Why,  what  a  bright  beetle  you 
have! 

Ever  wonder  how  you  could  get  rid 
of  those  coffee-stained  teeth  without 
resorting  to  a  mouthful  of  bleach? 
The  Cyphochilus  beetle  may  be  your 
answer.  The  beetle,  found  in  south- 
east Asia,  is  whiter  than  milk,  paper 
or  the  human  tooth.  Its  white  sheen 
comes  from  a  surface  shell  about 
l/200th  of  a  millimeter  thick,  or  10 
times  thinner  than  a  human  hair. 
Any  man-made  coatings,  plastics, 
or  paints  would  need  to  be  twice  as 
thick  as  the  beetle  shell  to  achieve  its 
intensity  of  white.  To  appear  white, 
a  surface  needs  a  random  structure 
that  simultaneously  scatters  all  the 


colours  of  visible  light.  Colour,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  created  by  a  regular 
structure  or  with  a  pigment.  The  Cy- 
phochilus beetle  has  become  a  mas- 
ter at  scattering  light  in  its  long  sur- 
face scales,  whose  random  molecular 
structures  mziximize  the  scattering 
of  light  over  a  small  area.  Dr.  Pete  Vu- 
kusic,  the  author  of  the  Science  study 
on  Cyphochilus  beetles,  believes  the 
beetle  evolved  whiteness  to  mimic 
local  white  fungi  as  a  camouflage 
technique. 

Vukusic  is  already  responsible  for 
a  new  partnership  between  science 
and  the  cosmetic  industry  for  the  de- 
velopment of  a  pigment-free  makeup 
that  mimics  butterfly  scales.  Previ- 
ously, Vukusic  identified  the  fluores- 
cent signals  given  out  by  butterflies, 
who  absorb  and  re-emit  ultraviolet 
light,  and  used  this  principle  to  de- 
velop high-emission  light-emitting 
diodes  (LEDs).  Creating  photonic 
cosmetics  with  the  industry  giant 
L'Oreal  is  truly  putting  nature's  best 
to  the  test. 

Source:  University  of  Exeternews 

service 

— SANDY HUEN 
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internationally  known  science  nonfic- 
tion  writer,  Jayawardhana  received 
the  2003  Science  Writing  Award  for 
popular  science  writing  by  a  scientist. 
His  primary  research  area  is  the  for- 
mation and  early  evolution  of  stars, 
brown  dwarfs,  and  planets,  and  he 
called  the  diversity  of  planets  a  mys- 
tery yet  to  be  solved.  He  spent  most  of 
his  time  talking  about  planets  orbiting 
stars  other  than  our  sun. 

Existing  far  beyond  our  solar  sys- 
tem, planets  called  exoplanets  (short 
for  extra-solar  planets)  were  first  reli- 
ably observed  in  the  1990s.  Every  year 
since  2002,  more  than  20  exoplanets 
have  been  discovered.  Recently,  sci- 
entists hit  a  200  exoplanet  milestone. 

Jayawardhana  spoke  enthusiasti- 
cally about  the  history  and  diversity  of 
exoplanets  and  their  similarity  to  the 
planets  of  our  solar  system.  A  large 
number  of  exoplanets  have  orbits 
around  their  star  similar  to  Earth's 
around  the  sun,  but  some  earthlike 
exoplanets  have  orbits  that  take  them 
around  their  star  in  as  little  as  three 
days  or  as  long  as  five  years. 

The  discovery  of  exoplanets  raises 
the  question  of  whether  some  of  them 
might  support  extraterrestrial  life. 
Some  astrobiologists  believe  large, 


Jupiter-sized  planets  that  take  longer 
to  orbit  their  star  may  act  as  comet 
"barriers,"  shielding  from  harm  the 
Earth-sized,  life-bearing  planets  clos- 
er to  the  star. 

Bernstein,  A  researcher  at  NASA 
Ames  Research  Center  and  the  recipi- 
ent of  the  Zeldovich  Medal  for  his  con- 
tributions to  space  science,  encour- 
aged the  audience  to  learn  more  about 
the  stuff  life  is  made  of.  On  earth,  life 
is  based  on  DNA  and  RNA,  but  Bern- 
stein challenged  his  audience  to  think 
about  the  possibility  of  alternative  in- 
gredients for  life. 

"[We]  cannot  count  on  Martian 
DNA  to  be  like  ours,"  he  said. 

As  well  as  focusing  on  the  combina- 
tion of  genetic  molecules  that  might 
give  rise  to  E.T.-like  aliens,  Bernstein 
also  advocated  trying  to  conceive  of 
alternate  possibilities  for  forms  of  life 
out  there. 

Staying  open  to  new  possibilities  is 
a  hopeful  beginning  for  the  explora- 
tion of  life  on  other  planets.  One  thing 
is  for  certain — the  ideas  Bruno  was 
burned  at  the  stake  for  were  nowhere 
near  as  paradigm-shifting  as  the  facts 
that  scientists  have  observed  with 
their  own  eyes  today. 

With  information  from  The 
Astrophysical  Journal 
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by  Guilford  Pharmaceuticals  to  treat 
brain  tumours.  Like  PoLi,  these  dime- 
sized  wafers  are  inserted  into  the  tu- 
mour site  after  surgery  removes  the 
tumour. 

However,  PoLi  is  made  from  cheap, 
natural  materials,  and  is  much  less  ex- 
pensive to  produce.  Grant  hopes  PoLi 
will  become  an  economically-sound 
complement  to  other  cancer  thera- 
pies. 

Besides  being  the  second  most 
abundant  polymer  in  the  world,  chi- 
tosen  also  has  natural  wound-healing 


properties,  a  trait  that  the  team  has 
taken  advantage  of  in  their  design  of 
a  cream  to  assist  healing.  They  have 
also  developed  an  injectable  gel  with 
similar  formulations  for  treating  ocu- 
lar diseases. 

With  the  patent  for  PoLi  approved 
and  encouraging  results  from  tests  on 
mice  already  published,  the  group  is 
hoping  for  industry  funding  of  clini- 
cal trials.  Innovations  at  U  of  T,  the 
university's  liaison  between  labs  and 
industry,  has  brought  several  inter- 
ested companies  to  the  group's  atten- 
tion, but  financial  arrangements  have 
yet  to  be  made. 


Would  you  like  to  try  a  new 
contraceptive  pill? 

An  innovative  combined  oral  contraceptive  pill  has  been 
developed  and  is  available  for  use  by  women  throughout  the 
world  as  part  of  a  large  medical  research  study.  This  study  not 
only  aims  to  confirm  the  efficacy  and  safety  of  the  new  pill,  but 
will  also  examine  possible  effects  on  mood  and  sexuality,  and 
symptoms  related  to  the  menstrual  period. 

You  may  qualify  to  participate  if  you  are: 

•  A  sexually  active  woman 

•  Needing  contraception  and  willing  to  use  a  pill  for  1 2  months 

•  At  least  1 8  but  no  older  than  50  years 

•  In  good  physical  and  mental  health 


All  women  taking  part  in  the  study  will  receive  confidential 
medical  examinations,  blood  tests  and  supply  of  the  pill 
free  of  charge.  All  enquires  will  be  treated  in  the  strictest 
confidence. 


To  learn  more  about  taking  part  in  this  study  please  cal 
our  research  nurse  at  41 6-351  -3800  extension  2842 


CAREERS  IN  INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY 


:-.t  advanced  technology  in 
')f  the  v,/orld's  large.st  private 
rnovvned  for  our  pov^erful  processing 
it  productive  professionals  majoring  in 
lies,  Finance,  Physics,  Mathematics,  Engineering  and  other 
iO  is  alv/ays  seeking  talented  softv/are  developers  to  join 


Information  session,  iPod  raffle,  and  free  food: 
February  S'*'  at  the  Main  Campus  (St.  George)  5pm-7pm 
Log  on  at  www.careers.utoronto.ca  to  sign  up  today. 
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Blues  go  for  nine  in  a  row 


U  of  T  boasts  the  nation's  top  goaltender 


Mark  Veloso 


Having  won  their  last  seven  contests, 
Men's  Hockey  (18-6-0-0)  hopes  to 
make  it  nine  in  a  row  this  weekend. 
The  Blues,  who  lead  their  Mid-East  di- 
vision by  18  points,  meet  the  second- 
and  third-best  teams  from  the  Far 
East  division,  travelling  to  McGill  (13- 
5-3-1)  Friday  before  facing  off  against 
Ottawa  (7-12-3-2)  the  following  night. 

McGill  boasts  the  fifth-best  team  in 
the  nation  according  to  the  Canadian 
Interuniversity  Sport  rankings,  and 
in  October  the  Martlets  defeated  the 
Blues  3-0  at  Varsity  Arena.  For  U  of  T 
to  be  successful  this  time,  they  will 
need  the  tremendous  play  of  goalten- 
der Matt  Grinnell.  Grinnell  leads  the 
nation  with  a  1.89  goals  against  aver- 
age and  a  .931  save  percentage,  and 
was  recently  named  Ontario  Universi- 
ty Athletic's  male  athlete  of  the  week. 

Late-season  push 

With  only  four  regular-season  match- 
es remaining,  this  weekend's  games 
are  U  of  T's  last  chance  to  solidify 
their  inter-divisional  record.  Five  of 
their  six  losses  have  been  to  teams 
outside  the  Mid-East,  with  the  Blues 
being  outscored  37  to  36.  Conversely, 
in  their  divisional  games,  U  of  T  owns 
a  51-to-12-goal  advantage  and  a  9-1  re- 
cord. As  a  result,  coach  Darren  Lowe 
has  been  stressing  team  defence  in 
preparation  for  the  two  matches. 
"We're  a  team  that  plays  good,  solid 


defence,"  Lowe  said.  "We  need  to  take 
advantage  of  our  offensive  opportuni- 
ties." The  coach  emphasized  the  need 
for  the  Blues  to  reach  a  balanced  of- 
fensive and  defensive  mindset  before 
the  playoffs  begin  next  month. 

Harmony  wins 

The  symmetry  Lowe  desired  was  on 
display  this  weekend,  as  the  Blues 
posted  3-1  victories  over  visiting  Uni- 
versite  du  Quebec  a  Trois-Rivieres 
(14-4-2)  Friday  and  Concordia  (6-15-2) 
Saturday.  The  two  wins  improved  the 
Blues'  inter-divisional  record  to  7-5. 
U  of  T's  centre  Joe  Rand  scored  all 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


Led  by  goalie  Matt  Grinnell  (left)  and  his  1.89  goals  against  average,  the  Blues  have  won  seven  straight.  Winger  Simon  Barg  (14)  gets 
back  checked  by  a  Queen's  defenseman  in  a  3-0  victory  here  Jan.  20. 


Skating  on  the  brink 

Seventh-ranked  Blues  on  cusp  of  post-season  berth 


Ernst  Lueger 


With  only  seven  games  remaining  in  the  regu- 
lar season,  Women's  Hockey  (10-4-2-1)  is  on 
the  brink  of  cementing  their  playoff  chances. 
Currently  holding  third  place  in  the  league, 
the  Blues  are  two  points  behind  Queen's  (11- 
4-1-2)  and  nine  points  behind  Laurier  (15-2-2- 
0).  U  of  T  will  face  both  teams  in  their  stretch 
before  the  post-season. 

Speed  skating  a  must 

As  such.  Coach  Karen  Hughes  said' her  team  is 
still  looking  to  fine-tune  their  game. 

"There  are  many  crucial  league  games  for  us 
to  battle  through  as  we  prepare  for  the  play- 
offs, and  we  need  to  use  each  game  to  build 
and  improve  our  play,"  she  said.  "We  need  to 
continue  to  work  on  moving  the  puck  better 
and  being  able  to  play  with  more  speed.  We 
need  to  be  able  to  get  ourselves  in  situations 
where  we  can  use  our  skating  advantage. 

"We  also  need  to  improve  our  fore-checking 
and  defensive  zone  play  as  we  go  through  the 
remainder  of  the  season." 

As  the  nation's  seventh-ranked  squad,  the 
Blues  will  host  Windsor  (5-9-4-0)  Friday  be- 
fore travelling  to  Kingston  on  Sunday  to  take 
on  Queen's.  U  of  T  will  be  looking  for  the  same 
success  they  had  this  past  weekend,  when 
they  posted  two  more  notches  in  the  win  col- 


Women's  Hockey  (10-4-2-1)  wins  a  face-off  in  Waterloo  territory  during  Sunday's  1-0  victory  over  the  War- 
riors. The  Blues  host  Windsor  Friday  before  traveling  to  Queen's  Sunday. 


umn,  claiming  a  1-0  victory  here  over  Water- 
loo on  Sunday,  two  days  after  they  defeated 
rivals  York  3-2  at  the  Varsity  Arena.  Lindsay 
Ryan,  Emily  Patry  and  Katie  Dowdall  scored 
for  the  Blues  on  Friday  to  complete  a  season 
sweep  over  the  Lions. 


Blues  sink  Waterloo 

The  Warriors  (6-8-2-1)  had  previously  de- 
feated U  of  T  in  October,  thanks  to  taking 
advantage  of  several  power  play  opportuni- 
ties as  Waterloo  skated  to  a  4-2  victory.  The 


prospect  of  taking  revenge  on  the  Warriors  no 
doubt  motivated  the  Blues,  and  the  game  was 
a  fiercely  contested  affair  from  the  moment 
the  puck  dropped. 

Each  team  played  tight  defence  and,  as  a 
result,  good  scoring  chances  were  few  and 
far  between.  When  one  side  was  able  to  cre- 
ate an  offensive  opportunity,  the  goalies  were 
equal  to  the  task.  Both  Waterloo's  Alexis  Hu- 
ber  and  Toronto's  Stephanie  Lockert  turned  in 
outstanding  performances  to  keep  the  game 
tied  at  zero  heading  in  to  the  third  period.  The 
Blues  were  finally  able  to  break  the  deadlock 
as  Annie  DelGuidice  beat  Huber  for  the  game 
winner. 

After  the  game,  Hughes  gave  credit  to  Lock- 
ert and  Jill  Clark,  the  team  captain,  for  con- 
tributing to  the  win. 

"Today  was  not  one  of  our  best  games,  but 
1  thought  Stephanie  Lockert  played  very  well 
for  us  in  net  and  Jill  Clark  had  a  solid  game 
defensively,"  she  said.  "We  were  much  bet- 
ter at  penalty  killing  today.  In  our  first  game 
against  Waterloo  they  scored  several  power 
play  goals  against  us  and  today  we  did  a  much 
better  job  of  killing  penalties." 

The  penalty-killing  unit  was  a  key  factor  in 
the  win,  as  the  Blues  successfully  killed  off  a 
total  of  seven  penalties  on  the  day.  However, 
Toronto  shared  Waterloo's  frustration,  failing 
to  take  advantage  of  seven  Warrior  penalties 
on  Sunday. 
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U  of  T  fencers  claim  20 
spots  in  QUA  championship 

Hosting  the  Ontario  University  Ath- 
letic's  Fencing  qualifier  this  weelc- 
end,  U  of  T  was  able  to  send  five  of 
their  six  fencing  teams  and  15  of  24 
individual  athletes  on  to  the  Cham- 
pionship. 

The  final  tournament  is  to  be  held 
at  McMaster  University  on  Feb.  17- 
18. 

Catherine  Migliore  was  the  only 
Blue  to  claim  an  individual  first-place 
result,  which  she  did  in  the  Women's 
Sabre.  U  of  T  did,  however,  have 
three  teams  take  the  top  spot  in  their 
events:  both  the  Men's  and  Women's 
foil,  and  the  Women's  Sabre. 

Blue  fencers  Athena  Malamas,  in 
the  Women's  Epee,  and  Claire  Mid- 
ley,  in  the  Women's  Foil,  finished  sec- 
ond, and  Stirling  MacLeod  was  also 
runner-up  in  the  Men's  Foil. 
— CHRISTOPHEPOIRIER 

Men's  Basketball  makes  it 
eight  wins  in  a  row 

Behind  the  tremendous  play  of  for- 
ward Ben  Katz,  Men's  Basketball 
(10-6)  has  tied  for  third  place  in  the 


OUA.  Next  up,  the  two  top  teams  in 
the  league. 

U  of  T  will  host  Ottawa  (14-3)  this 
Friday  before  matching  up  with  Car- 
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Open  House 


Saturday,  March  10th  at  2  PM 
Hilton  Garden  Inn 
300  Commerce  Valley  Drive,  East 
Thornhill 
and 

Sunday,  March  1 1th  at  1  PM 
Quality  Hotel  and  Suites 
2180  Islington  Ave. 
Etobicoke 

Refreshments  will  be  served 

For  more  information,  please  visit 
vvwvv.xusombonaire.net 
or  call  (888)  XAVIER-U  (928-4378) 


leton  (15-2)  on  Saturday  in  two  piv- 
otal divisional  clashes.  If  the  Blues 
continue  their  streak,  they  could 
make  a  run  at  a  top  seed  with  only 
three  weeks  left  in  the  season. 

In  recent  action,  U  of  T  was  able 
to  go  on  the  road  and  claim  a  pair  of 
victories,  whooping  Royal  Military 
College  84-53  Saturday  a  night  after 
defeating  Queen's  59-44  on  Friday. 

Katz  scored  33  points  and  notched 
16  rebounds  to  lead  the  Blues  over 
the  two  weekend  games. 
—CP. 

Blues  get  bounced  around, 
stay  on  post-season  track 

As  the  tenth-best  team  in  the  OUA, 
Women's  Basketball  (9-8)  is  assured 
a  playoff  berth.  With  18  points,  the 
Blues  are  in  fourth  place  in  the  East 
division,  assuring  them  a  spot  in 
the  tournament,  since  each  division 
must  sends  six  teams.  But  if  their 
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RealTrax™  ring  tunes 


Week  of  January  22 

1.  Fergalicious 

-  Fefgr/e 

2.  I  Luv  It 

-  Young  Jeezy 

3.  I  Wanna  Love  You 

-  Akon 

4.  Irreplaceable 

-  Beyonce 

5.  Lips  of  an  Angel 

W  •  Hinder 

M     Money  In  The  Bank 

'  -  Lit'  Scrappy 

7.  On  The  Hotline  ? 

■  Pretty  Ricky 

8.  Promise 

■  Oara 

9.  Shortie  Like  Mine 

-  Bow  Wow 

1 0.  Smack  That 

•  Akon 


Text  "PLAY"  to  4800  on  your  Rogers  wireless 
phone  to  download  your  favourite  ring  tunes  today. 
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track  record  is  any  indication  of 
future  performance,  it  looks  to  be  a 
short-lived  venture.  The  Blues  are 
0-9  against  teams  with  a  winning 
record. 

Five  games  remain  in  the  regular 
season,  and  two  come  this  weekend, 
as  U  of  T  hosts  Ottawa  (4-13)  on  Fri- 
day and  Carieton  (3-14)  the  following 
night. 

If  the  Blues  cannot  succeed  in  tak- 
ing a  pair  victories  at  the  Athletic 
Centre  this  weekend,  they  will  be 
hard  pressed  to  do  it  when  traveling 
to  York  (15-2)  and  Laurentian  (11-6) 
the  following  one. 

In  recent  action,  the  Blues  cruised 
to  a  92-42  victory  over  hosts  RMC 
Saturday,  a  win  coming  24  hours 
after  a  disparaging  60-55  defeat  at 
the  hands  of  Queen's  in  Kingston. 
Golden  Gael  forward  Jessica  Selinger 
propelled  Queen's  to  victory  as  she 
scored  22  points  and  was  14  of  15 
from  the  line. 
—CP. 


U  of  T's  fencing  team  (left)  was  able 
to  send  15  individual  athletes  and  five 
squads  to  the  OUA  Fencing  Championship 
next  month.  Meanwhile,  Megan  Brown 
(top  right)  added  to  her  trophy  case  by 
breaking  two  varsity  track  records  last 
Tuesday. 


Track  star  Megan  Brown 
receives  OUA  player  of 
the  week  award 

Megan  Brown  broke  two  Varsity 
records  last  Tuesday  at  the  U  of 
T  Track  Classic,  paving  the  way 
for  her  OUA  female  athlete  of  the 
week  award. 

At  4:20.06,  she  notched  the 
1500-metre  record,  and,  at 
9:25.89,  she  was  able  to  break 
the  3000-metre  record  as  well. 
Brown's  personal  best  times  were 
both  top  times  clocked  for  the 
two  events  this  season  in  Canada, 
and  were  among  the  best  in  North 
America. 

Brown  claimed  the  top  OUA  and 
CIS  individual  records  this  year, 
and  was  name  U  of  T's  female  ath- 
lete of  2006. 
—CP. 


CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

three  of  the  team's  goals  Against  Con- 
cordia, while  defensively  the  Blues 
were  able  to  limit  the  Stingers  to  23 
shots  total. 

On  Friday,  U  of  T  was  facing  what 
Lowe  called  "a  pretty  strong  offensive 
team"  in  UQTR.  Les  Patriotes  scored 
nine  goals  the  previous  night  against 
Ryerson,  but  against  the  Blues  their 
opposition  could  not  find  the  back  of 
the  net. 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


«  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 
«  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
»  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
« Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

Simulated  Practice  Exams 
4  Free  Repeat  Policy 
'  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

416M(1-800-JJ9-1779 
www,oxfordseininars.com 


Boasting  three  of  the  top  20  point- 
getters  in  the  OUA,  UQTR  took  an  ear- 
ly lead  on  a  pretty  top-shelf  goal  by 
Thiery  Poudrier,  whose  37  points  are 
tied  for  third  best  in  the  league.  The 
score  would  be  the  finest  moment  of 
the  night  for  Les  Patriotes,  who  could 
not  keep  up  with  U  of  T's  speed. 

Visibly  faster  than  their  opponents, 
the  Blues  forced  UQTR  to  make  quick 
decisions,  resulting  in  mistakes  that 
led  to  several  chances  for  the  Blues 
to  score. 

The  Blues'  first  goal  had  right-wing- 
er Anthony  Pallota  beating  the  UQTR 
defender  to  the  puck  in  the  corner, 
after  which  Pallota  blew  by  him  to  set 
up  left-winger  Simon  Barg  in  front  of 
the  net.  Later,  Pallota  found  Barg  fly- 
ing through  the  neutral  zone,  where 
the  left-winger  dished  it  to  defense- 
man  Ed  Snetsinger  for  their  second 
score. 

"1  thought  they  looked  a  little  bit 
tired,  as  they  travelled  a  long  way," 
Lowe  said  of  UQTR.  "Our  intention 
was  to  play  with  some  speed  and  to 
see  if  we  could  wear  them  down,  and 
it  looked  like  it  worked." 


Come  play  for  our  team 
write  for  sports 
sports@thevarsity.ca 
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Looking  for  a 
career  that  gives 
you  choices? 


Whatever  your  career  goals,  you'll  find  a  path  that 
helps  you  reach  them  at  Ernst  &  Young.  We've 
created  a  flexible  w/ork  environniient  that  provides 
options  for  managing  personal  and  professional 
growth  and  success.  So  visit  us  on  campus  or  at 
ey.com/us/careers. 
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COMPANIES 
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Audit  •  Tax  •  Transaction  Advisory  Services 

sU  Ernst  &YOUNG 

©  2007  Ernst  &  Yojng  op 

Quality  tn  Everything  We  Do 
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VARSITY  COMICS 


The  Varsity 


DOWNTOWN  TORONTO  (Part  8)  By  Jason  Kieffer 


DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


I  find  1t  encouraging  when  I  see  a  bunch  of 
bikes  taking  over  a  road  and  lust  going  on 
their  way.    The  noise  of  traffic  Is  replaced 
by  the  softer  sound  of  spokes  and  gears. 

It's  pretty  neat? 

But  what  about  Important 
vehicles,  like 
ambulances  and  so  on? 


CONTINUED 


HELP  WANTED 


SUMMER  CAMP  NORTH 
OF  MONTREAL: 

Hiring  instructors  for  in-line  skate  pari<, 
high  ropes/climbing,  watersi<i,  wind- 
surf,  sailing,  canoeing,  kayaking,  swim, 
tennis,  basketball,  soccer,  gymnastics, 
archery,  football,  baseball,  pottery,  arts 
&  crafts,  beads/jewelry,  jazz  dance, 
electric  guitar,  drama  director,  female 
jr.  section  head,  and  nursing  students  to 
assist  camp  doctor  www.mishmar.com, 
camp@mishmarcom 

INTELLIGENT.  ENERGETIC,  BRIGHT 
MINDS  NEEDED 

To  fill  available  positions  as  parking  atten- 
dants. Flexible  hours,  flexible  schedule. 
Lx)cated  in  downtown  Toronto  by  the  lake. 
Call  Roberto  -  (416)  230-1452.  $10/hr 

VETERINARY  ASSISTANT,  P/T, 
IN  THE  ANNEX 

Fax  resume  to  Jill  (416)  537-3652. 

ENGLISH  READING  BUDDY- 
TUTOR  WANTED 

11  year  old.  Grade  6  student  needs  help 
reading  English,  Once  per  week,  negotia- 
ble day  (Monday  to  Friday),  approximately 
4:30-6:30  pm.  Call  Davi:  416-921-0663. 

FRENCH  READING  BUDDY  - 
TUTOR  WANTED 

11  year  old.  Grade  6  student  needs  help 
reading  French,  Once  per  week,  negotia- 
ble day  (Monday  to  Friday),  approximately 
4:30-6:30  pm.  Call  Davi:  416-921-0663. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


STUDENT  HOUSING  -  ST.  VLAD'S 
RESIDENCE  -  620  SPADINA  AVENUE 

Male  and  female  room  available  -  meal 
plan  included.  Please  call  416-923-3318 
or  drop  between  9  &  5  pm  -  Monday  thru 
Friday. 


TRAVEL 


READING  WEEK  IN  LONDON 

Make  this  the  best  break  ever!  549pp,  all 
accommodation,  breakfast  daily  various 
sightseeing  tour/tickets,  free  drinks  night 
with  prizes,  free  London  guide  and  lots 
more.  Dates  available  for  17-24  February. 
Ring  1 800  340  9064;  sales@capital-toureltd. 
com;  www.capital-toursltd.com. 


FOR  SALE 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 

GIANT  BOOK,  SOFTWARE,  CD  SALE 

Large  selection  of  bestsellers;  law,  biog- 
raphy, health,  history,  politics,  dictionar- 
ies, kids,  business,  educational,  fiction, 
textbooks,  and  French  literature,  all  at 
discounted  prices.  421  Spadina.  416-754- 
4000. 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING 
EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 

PC  COMPUTER  SERVICE 

Free  estimate.  25%  discount  for  U  of  T 
students.  Repairs  and  upgrades  at  your 
home.  Microtronics  co.  Phone:  416-423- 
6069,  Cell:  416-669-5700 


new  career  opportunity  for  B/Vs  and  RSc's 


TUTORING 


GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)- 
785-8898. 


Advertise  in  the  Varsity 

ads@thevarsity.ca 

416-946-7604 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  eacli  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 
the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 
DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


The  Michener  Institute's  redeveloped  Cardiovascular  Perfusion  Graduate 

Diploma  program  is  now  open  to  students  with  a  Bachelor's  degree. 


Credentials  Earned: 

Graduate  Diploma 

Delivery  Method: 

Full  time 

Start  Date: 

September  2007 

Application  Deadline: 

March  1,2007 

Apply  Through: 

OCAS 

Program  Codes: 

MICH  CV222 

What  is  cardiovascular  perfusion? 

Cardiovascular  perfusion  is  a  procedure  employed  during  open-heart 
surgery  to  replace  the  nornnal  functions  of  the  heart  and  lungs,  allowing 
the  heart  to  be  stopped  to  facilitate  surgery.  Cardiovascular  Perfusionists 
are  respoiisiijie  for  maintaining  a  patient's  circulation  and  respiration 
during  surgery  through  the  preparation  and  operation  of  extra- 
corporeal circulation  equipment. 

For  more  information  vi.sit 

W/  W  V-y    K'W  C  H  F  :-J  [-  !^    C  A 
or  attend  a  Meet  Me  «■  Michener  info  session  on 


IMichener 
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UTM  gets  its  UPass.  Next  stop:  St.  George? 


//THIS  YEAR'S  MODEL 


TYRA  BANKS.  LOOK  OUT:  Elena  Soboleva  struts  her  stuff  at  Hart  House's  Music  Room  last  Friday  night.  Soboleva  was  one  of  a 
half-dozen  ladies  competing  in  "U  of  T's  Next  Top  Model"  competition. 


Andre  Bovee-Begun 

VARSITY  STAFF  

Starting  next  year,  students  at  UTM 
will  get  a  full  school  year  of  rides  on 
Mississauga  Transit  for  $89 — and 
some  of  them  are  furious  about  it. 
Meanwhile,  both  York  and  U  of  T's  St. 
George  campus  are  mulling  over  their 
own  pass  deal 

"SAC,  supposedly  representing  the 
interests  of  all  students  on  campus, 
have  been  promoting  the  pass  In  an 
effort  to  see  it  go  through,  rather  than 
trying  to  find  a  cost  structure  more  fa- 
vourable to  all  students  on  campus," 
wrote  Robin  Prashad,  one  of  a  minor- 
ity of  students  opposed  to  the  deal. 

Prashad  objects  to  the  fact  that  stu- 
dents can't  opt  out  of  the  $89  UPass 
program,  even  if  they  have  no  use 
for  it.  For  some  students — includirtg 
those  in  residence,  those  who  drive 
to  school,  those  living  in  Toronto, 
Oakville  and  Brampton — Prashad 
said  the  UPass  deal  amounts  to  "effec- 
tively increasing  tuition." 

Nonetheless,  a  student  referendum 
last  week  ended  in  a  landslide  victory 
for  the  UPass  campaign.  The  poll  re- 
sults, which  will  become  official  at  a 
Monday  night  meeting,  counted  1,716 
votes  for  the  UPass,  364  against,  and 
15  spoiled  ballots.  The  2,077  voters 
comprised  about  22  per  cent  of  UTM's 
full-time  students,  an  above-average 
turnout  for  a  campus  vote. 

"It's  the  best  turnout  of  any  vote  I 
can  remember,"  enthused  Vlad  Gle- 
bov,  SAC  VP  UTM.  Glebov  said  he 
regrets  that  students  will  not  be  able 
to  opt  out  of  the  UPass  program,  but 
maintained  that  Mississauga  Transit 
would  not  agree  to  the  deal  other- 
wise. 

Prashad  recognized  this,  but  said 
that  if  the  student  union  insisted  on 
the  UPass,  they  should  be  prepared 
to  offer  a  refund  for  it. 

"Students  who  purchase  a  parking 


pass  should  be  able  to  take  this  pass 
to  SAC  and  receive  full  compensation 
for  the  UPass,"  he  said  in  an  email. 

Ryan  Singh,  VP  campaigns  of  UTM's 
student  union,  defended  the  referen- 
dum. According  to  Singh,  because  a 
compromise  could  not  be  struck  to 
satisfy  all  students,  letting  the  major- 
ity decide  was  the  best  option. 

"We  felt  that  it  was  important  to  get 
this  out  there... take  it  to  referendum, 
see  what  the  result  was,  and  then  start 
working  on  different  kinds  of  solutions 
with  [Mississauga]  Transit,"  he  said. 

Singh  added  that,  though  details 
have  yet  to  be  agreed  on  with  MT, 
there  would  be  no  possibility  of  an 
opt-out  "for  the  foreseeable  future." 

Though  the  debate  at  UTM  might 
seem  remote  to  UTSC  or  St.  George 
students  who  remain  at  a  distance, 
discussions  are  already  underway 
about  launching  a  UPass  program  at 
those  two  campuses. 

Last  month,  SAC  president  Jen  Has- 
sum  and  VP  external  Emily  Shelton 
met  with  TTC  commissioner  Adam 
Giambrone  and  representatives  from 
other  colleges  and  universities  to  ex- 
plore the  possibility  of  a  TTC  UPass. 
According  to  Shelton,  the  TTC  pass 
is  tentatively  priced  at  $60  to  $70  per 
month  (roughly  five  times  more  ex- 
pensive than  a  Mississauga  UPass). 

SAC  plans  to  hold  a  town  hall 
meeting  next  month,  date  to  be  an- 
nounced, to  hear  student  opinions 
on  the  UPass.  Shelton  hastened  to 
add  that  the  talks  were  in  a  prelimary 
stage  and  that  SAC  would  consult  stu- 
dents before  committing  their  money 
to  the  program. 

"Ultimately,  it's  up  to  the  students 
at  U  of  T,"  Shelton  assured. 

No  student  representative  would 
speculate  how  long  the  current  UPass 
program  would  last  before  being 
scrapped  or  renegotiated.  According 
to  Glebov,  that,  too,  is  up  to  students. 


First-past-the-post 
past  its  prime:  panel 

Jasimin  Curtin   registered  voters.  The  letters  we 


Jasimin  Curtin 

Last  year,  Catherine  Baquero  won 
the  lottery — but  not  the  regular 
kind. 

The  fourth-year  student  was 
selected  to  serve  on  the  Ontario 
Citizens'  Assembly  on  Electoral 
Reform,  which  is  in  the  process  of 
suggesting  changes  to  the  way  On- 
tario elects  its  political  leaders. 

In  April  2006,  124,000  letters 
were  sent  to  randomly  selected 


registered  voters.  The  letters  were 
asking  to  respond  if  they  were  in- 
terested in  being  a  select  group  of 
people — the  Ontario  Citizens'  As- 
sembly on  Electoral  Reform. 

Out  of  12,000  replies,  1,200  were 
invited  to  attend  selection  meet- 
ings all  across  Ontario.  One  person 
from  each  riding  was  selected  at 
random  to  serve  on  the  Citizens' 
Assembly.  The  result  was  a  smor- 

SEE  ELECTORAL  REFORM'  -  PG  3 
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HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 
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Your  student  centre! 

$5  BUCK  LUNCH 


A  Day  of  Action! 
Freeze  Tuition!  Freeze  Tuition!  Eat! 
Graduate  Student  Union  $5  Buck  Lunch 
February  7th.  1 1:45  -  2:00pm.  In  the  Great  Hall 


SPOKEN  WORD  AND 
FIVE  BLANK  PAGES 

spoken  word  and  indie  pop  make  a 
delicious  combination. 
Hear  captivating  spoken  word  performers  and  the 
warm  harmonies  of  Five  Blank  Pages. 
February  8th  at  9:00PM.  Free! 


INTHE  JUSTINA  M. 
BARNiCKE  GALLERY 

Ludmila  Armata:  Fragments  of  the  Unknown 
and  Daniel  Barkley:  Selected  Works 

Runs  until  February  8th. 


JAZZ  @  OSCARS 

Kyle  Koehler  Hammond  B3  Trio 
Check  out  this  rising  star  on  organ! 
February  2nd.  9:00PM.  Free  Concert! 


U  of  TUBE 

Submit  your  flash  features,  micro  docs,  archival  oddities 

and  cell  phone  cinema  verite. 
UofTube  is  a  special  screeninig  of  student  short  films. 

UofTube  takes  place  on  March  2nd. 
Deadline  for  submissions  is  February  1 6th  at  5PM. 
www.harthouse.ca 


HART  HOUSE  ELECTIONS 

Joke  Charge!  Be  the  fun  on  campus! 
Be  the  difference! 
YOU  ARE  MOST  WANTED 
Look  across  the  page  to  find  out  how. 


FOOD  SUSTAINABILITY 
CONFERENCE 

The  Real  Dirt  on  Food:  Unearthing  the 
Controversies  Behind  the  Food  we  Eat. 

Saturday  March  I  7th.  From  9AM  -  5PM 
Register  at  www.uofitix.ca  or  41 6.978.8849 
Visit  the  www.therealdirLca  for  more  details 


For  more  Hart  House 
events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 
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the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


VARSITY  NEWS 


news@thevarsity.ca 


:1 


Varsity  centre  biabbling  up 


Driving  range  is  still  free — for  now 


Amy  Smithers 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Last  Friday  and  Saturday,  the  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto  unveiled  the  new 
Varsity  Centre  in  an  open  house  for 
students,  staff,  and  a  gaggle  of  golf- 
ers, including  university  president 
David  Naylor. 

The  Centre  consists  of  the  exist- 
ing Varsity  Arena — the  home  of  U  of 
T  hockey — and  the  rebuilt  Varsity 
Stadium.  The  stadium's  centre  is  cur- 
rently covered  with  a  removable  air- 
supported  dome  to  allow  athletes  to 
stay  fit  during  the  wintry  months. 

Beneath  the  dome,  the  field  itself 
boasts  state-of-the-art  technology.  It 
is  one  of  only  40  fields  in  the  world, 
and  four  in  North  America,  to  receive 
a  two-star  certification  from  soccer 
governing  body  FIFA. 

The  completion  of  the  track  area 
in  the  spring  will  mark  the  end  of 
the  first  phase  of  the  rebuilding  of 
the  Varsity  Stadium.  The  next  stage, 
which  is  still  in  planning,  is  to  add 
the  Centre  for  High  Performance 
Sport,  which  will  house  laboratories, 
offices,  change  rooms,  and  an  exer- 
cise studio. 

The  new  field  provides  a  new 
home  to  U  of  T's  football  team,  who, 
Kidd  said,  have  felt  like  orphans  for 
years. 

"When  they  were  first  allowed  to 
play  on  the  new  turf,  they  were  so 
excited  they  didn't  want  to  leave  the 
field." 

In  the  spring,  when  the  dome  is 
removed  and  the  track  is  completed, 
the  track  and  field  team,  and  later 
the  football  team,  will  be  the  pre- 
dominant users  of  the  space. 

"The  new  field  [and]  stadium  can 
only  benefit  the  football  team  and 
our  two  already  strong  soccer  pro- 
grams,", said  Varsity  Blues  football 
player  Andrew  Mackay.  The  Blues 


STACK  'EM  HIGH:  U  of  T's  dancing  squad  practices  inside  the  Varsity  "bubble"  on  Friday. 


football  team  has  been  without  a 
single  win  since  2001. 

Blues  teams  overall  have  fallen  a 
long  way  since  their  glory  days,  and 
the  physical  education  department 
cites  this  decline  as  one  of  many  rea- 
sons for  choosing  the  best  possible 
materials  for  the  new  stadium. 
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The  artificial  turf  is  made  up  of 
grass  carpeting,  covered  with  a 
layer  of  real  dirt  and  small  rubber 
pellets  to  give  the  feel  of  real  grass. 
Beneath  the  carpeting  is  a  layer  of 
porous  asphalt,  and  beneath  that  a 
complicated  series  of  pipes  which  al- 
low the  exposed  field  to  drain  during 
a  rainstorm. 

"In  October  of  last  year  there  was  a 
record  storm,"  Kfdd  said.  "AH  [of  the 
other]  campus  fields  were  flooded, 
but  the  turf  [being  constructed]  was 
completely  dry  and  could  have  been 
played  on. 

During  the  morning  and  early  af- 
ternoons, two-thirds  of  the  field  are 
marked  off  as  a  driving  range.  Stu- 
dent golfers  will  be  charged  $17  an 
hour  to  practice  their  swings,  but 
the  driving  range  will  remain  free 
for  now — until  a  cash  register  is  in- 
stalled, a  spokesperson  said. 
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Women 

ACROSS  THE  LIFESPAN 

A  inuhidiscipUiiary  gaUicriiiji;  aboiil  curiciit  research  and  prograiiuning  it  U  of  T. 


March  8,  2007  .  2  p.m.  -  5  p.m. 
Reception  •  5  p.m.  -  6:30  p.m.  .  Simcoe  Hall 

ALL  WELCOME! 

To  Register,  go  to: 

www.status-women.utoronto.ca,  www.communitysafety.utoronto.ca 
or  email  us  at  womens.issues@utoronto.ca 


Sponsored  by:  The  Status  of  Women  Office  and  the  Community 
Safety  Office  in  conjunction  with  the  Faculty  of  Social  Work  and  others 
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'ELECTORAL  REFORM' -CONTINUED  FROM  PG 1 

gasbord  of  Ontarians:  teachers,  IT 
specialists,  small  business  owners, 
and  students — like  Bacquero. 

If  the  Citizens'  Assembly,  103 
strong,  recommends  a  change  to 
Ontario's  first-past-the-post  elec- 
toral system,  Ontario's  voters  will 
have  their  say  on  the  proposal  at 
the  upcoming  provincial  election 
this  fall. 

Critics  charge  that  the  outcomes 
of  provincial  elections  do  not  ac- 
curately represent  the  will  of  the 
people.  Smaller  parties,  such  as 
the  Green  Party  and  the  NDP,  often 
earn  a  decent  proportion  of  votes, 
but  earn  far  fewer  seats. 

The  assembly  is  currently  hold- 
ing a  series  of  public  meetings  to 
develop  its  plan.  It  met  on  Jan.  25, 
at  the  YMCA  Auditorium. 

One  of  the  many  presenters  the 
assembly  heard  from  was  Chris- 
topher Twardawa,  a  local  politico 
who  has  drawn  up  his  own  propos- 
al for  electoral  reform.  A  hefty  68- 
page  document,  he  has  modestly 
dubbed  it  the  Christopher  Twarda- 
wa Electoral  System  Solution. 

The  CTESS  would  have  candi- 
dates at  the  riding  level  elected 
through  a  preferential  voting  sys- 
tem, where  voters  rank  their  fa- 
voured candidates. 

At  the  provincial  level,  though, 
the  winning  party  would  be  the  one 
that  garners  the  most  votes  overall. 
This  winning  party  would  then  be 
automatically  assigned  60  per  cent 
of  the  votes  in  the  assembly,  irre- 
spective of  the  number  of  ridings 
that  party  carries;  proportional 
representation  would  then  be  used 
to  assign  the  remaining  40  per  cent 
of  votes  to  opposition  parties. 

So,  theoretically,  if  the  party  that 
garnered  the  most  votes  provin- 
cially  won  only  30  of  100  ridings,  its 
30  lawmakers  would  cast  the  equiv- 
alent of  60  votes  in  Parliament. 

Twardawa  defends  this  voting 
system  by  noting  its  similarities  to 
the  dual-share  structure  used  in 
corporate  boardrooms. 

Another  participant  at  the  meet- 
ing argued  that  the  current  system 
is  dated  and  paternalistic,  and  in- 
hibits women  from  engaging  them- 
selves politically. 

The  first  Citizens'  Assembly  in 
Canada  was  set  up  in  British  Co- 
lumbia in  2003.  The  body  proposed 
a  new  voting  system  for  the  prov- 
ince, called  Single  Transferrable 
Vote,  which  mixed  elements  of  pro- 
portional representation  and  first- 
past-the-post. 

Though  nearly  58  per  cent  of 
B.C.  voters  endorsed  the  proposed 
changes  in  a  referendum  in  2005, 
the  vote  failed  as  it  did  not  attain 
the  required  60  per  cent  support. 
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Nadia  Salhia  serves  some  brews  at  Hart  House's  soon-to-be-open  Sammy's 
Student  Exchange,  which  has  replaced  the  Arbor  Room  eatery  in  the  basement  of 
Hart  House.  The  bar  opened  last  weekend  and  the  food  serving  area  will  open  by 
the  end  of  this  week.  Although  slated  to  open  last  fall,  Salhia  said  that  the  instal- 
lation of  a  ventilation  system  for  the  grill  accounted  for  the  delay. 
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10-YEAR-OLDS  BOOTED  FROM  CLASS 

In  September  2006,  twin  brothers  Douglas 
and  Sebastian  Foster  enrolled  in  a  Uni- 
versity of  Ottawa  activism  course  along 
with  their  mother,  Wendy,  Although  they 
paid  fees  and  received  student  cards,  they 
were  expelled  three  weeks  later  when  the 
university  realized  they  were  only  10  years 
old.  Their  mother  has  now  filed  a  complaint 
with  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commis- 
sion, citing  age  discrimination  against  her 
sons. 

TUITION  RELIEF— FOR  SOME:  On 

Friday,  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  an- 
nounced an  income  ta)s  credit  for  students 
who  remain  in  the  province  to  work  after 
they  graduate.  Nova  Scotia  currently  has 


the  highest  undergraduate  tuition  fees  in 
Canada,  and  critics  say  that  the  $1,000  tax 
credit  will  not  make  an  impact  on  student 
debt. 

HOUSING  SCAM  AT  MCGILL:  Some 
students  in  Montreal  are  paying  thousands 
of  dollars  in  illegal  "finder's  fees"  in  order 
to  secure  rental  units  near  the  McGill  cam- 
pus, the  McGill  Daily  reports.  The  fees  have 
been  known  to  rise  as  high  as  $10,000, 
and  the  housing  office  says  that  in  many 
cases  the  outgoing  tenants  are  asking 
for  the  money  as  a  reimbursement  for  the 
costs  they  had  to  pay  to  move  in.  They  add 
that  it  is  very  difficult  for  the  victims  to 
take  legal  action  in  such  situations. 
-AMYSMITHERS 


Graduate  Students'  Union 


University  of  Toronto 

Local  19,  Canadian  Federation  of  Students 


NOTICE  TO  MEMBERS:  Nomination  period  FEB  5  to  MAR  2,  2007 


GSU  Election  for  07108  Executive  Officer  Positions 


Term  of  Office:  May  1 ,  2007  to  April  30,  2008.  Honoraria  provided.  Positions  and  duties  include: 

President:  responsibility  for  the  affairs  of  the  Union  and  overall  responsibility  for 
all  actions  of  the  Union;  offical  representative  of  the  Union; 

Vice-President  (Internal):  responsibility  for  the  duties  of  the  President  in  the  absence 
of  the  President  and  assisting  the  President  in  the  execution  of  that  office; 
The  President  and  Vice-President  (Internal)  shall  be  elected  on  a  two-person  ticket. 

Vice-President  (External):  serving  as  the  GSU  representative  to  the  provincial  and 
national  student  organisations; 

Treasurer:  responsibility  for  keeping  records  of  the  monetary  transactions  of  the  Union 

and  monitoring  Hart  House  and  the  Athletics  Department; 
Secretary:  recording  all  meetings  of  the  Executive  and  the  General  Council. 
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It's  your  money... 
have  a  say  in  how  it's  spent! 


HART  HOUSE 
ELECTIONS 
2007-2008 


Put  your  name  forward  for  one 
of  10  student-run  committees 

Art  •  Debates  •  Farm 
Finance  •  House 
Literary  &  Library  •  Music 
Recreational  Atliletics 
Social  Justice  •  Theatre 

INVEST  IN  YOURSELF  StlOOO'S 
OF  STUDENTS 


NOMINATIONS 

Close  •  Wednesday,  Feb.  7th  at  noon 

VOTING 

Wednesday  &  Thursday, 
February  14th  &15th 


Elections  guides  and  nominations  forms 

are  available  at; 
St.  George:  Hart  House  Hall  Porters  Desk 
Mississauga:  Info  Desk  -  Student  Centre 
Scarborough:  Student  Centre  -  Office  of 
Student  Affairs  (SL157) 

FOR  INFORMATION  GOTO: 
www.harthouse.ca 
or  E-mail:  laney.marshall@utoronto.ca 
or  Call:  416.978.2452 

HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

416.978.2452  www.harthouse.utoronto.ca 


West  tntnnce, 
Elevator  STTY 


^'  tlie  arctiitecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


Candidates  must  pick  up  their  nomination  form  in  person  at  the  GSU.  Nomination  forms  must  include 
signatures  and  student  numbers  of  fifteen  graduate  students.  Submit  nominations  In  person  to: 
Elections  Committee,  do  GSU  Office,  16  Bancroft  Avenue. 
For  further  information  visit  our  website  at  vww.gsu.utoronto.ca  or  contact  the  GSU  at  416.978.2391. 
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MINE  TO  MAKE 

GROW  l\r,  ur  W  ITi  lOLlT  Tl  irR -vnY 


"The  mistakes 
of  our  youth 
will  impact  our 
future." 

To  find  out  more  get  your 
copy  of  "The  Mistakes 
Were  Mine  to  Make"  at 
www.arlenecamenzuli.com 

for  the  low  cost  of  $25.00 
including  shipping 
and  handling. 
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•  V  STUDENT 
SERVICES 

University  of  Toronto 

NEW  CHANGES 
IN  HOUSING! 


We'll  outline  your  legal  rights 
and  obligations  as  a  tenant  in 
Ontario  and  highlight  some 
of  the  new  changes  being 
implemented  this  year. 

INCLUDES  FREE  PIZZA! 

Workshop  will  be  held 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  7TH 
2-3PM,  RM.  313 

KOFFLER  STUDENT  SERVICES 
CENTRE,  214  COLLEGE  SI 

Tel.  416-978-8045 


Break  away  from  the  crowd  with  an 
alternative  Spring  Break  Experience 


Enjoy  our  Shopping  Package 

•  Ttiree  Night  accommodations 

•  Full  Buffet  Breokfast  each  morning 

•  S50  Gift  Card  to  the  Mall  of  America' 
(No  taxes  on  clothing  and  footgear)  CROWNE  PLAZA 

•  Free  shuttle  service  to  the  MOA*  ...  ^,  ,  ,  „ 

MINNEAPOLIS 

AIRPORT  WEST 

USD  $269.00 

View  our  hotel  online  at  http://www.cpmsp.conn 
Call  us  at  952-831  -8000  or  book  online  at  www.crowneplaza.com 

This  package  is  volid  from  February  1 9,  2007  to  April  6,  2007  •  Subject  to 
applicable  taxes  •  Valid  for  2  people  per  room  •  One  gift  card  per  package 
paid.  Given  at  check-in  •  Advance  reservations  required 


DONSHIPS 

St  Michael's  College 
Student  Residence 


Applications  are  now  being  accepted  from  men  and  women 
for  Donships  in  the  St  Michael's  College  Student  Residence  for 
2007-2008.  Eligible  candidates  must  be  enrolled  in  their  fourth 
year  of  undergraduate  studies,  or  in  a  graduate,  second  degree,  or 
equivalent  UofT  programme  during  the  academic  session. 

Application  packages  are  available  (rom  the  St  Michael's  College 
mail  desk  (8 1  St  Mary  Street),  from  our  web  site,  by  email,  and  by 
post  at  the  address  below.  InterA'iews  for  a  short  list  of  candi- 
dates will  be  held  in  mid-March.  For  Further  information,  please 
contact: 

Tlxe  Oflice  of  ihe  Dean  ol  Students,  Si  Michael  s  College 
81  St  Mary  Street,  Toronto,  ON,  M5S  1J4 
Telephone:  (416)  926-7127 
smc.residence@utoronto.ca 
www.  utoronto.ca/  stmikes 

Hie  deadline  for  receipt  ol  applications  by  (he  Dean  of  Students  is 
Wednesday  February  28di,  2007. 
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Student  centre  plan  delayed 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


Planning  the  student  centre  on  St. 
George  campus  is  taking  longer 
than  expected,  university  president 
David  Naylor  told  Governing  Coun- 
cil last  Thursday. 

A  planning  committee  was  set 
up  last  fall  to  recommend  how  and 
where  to  build  the  new  student  activ- 
ity hub,  most  likely  the  area  dubbed 
"site  12,"  on  Devonshire  Place  across 
from  the  Varsity  Stadium.  The  plot 
is  currently  a  parking  lot. 

"[The  committee]  is  still  deliber- 
ating," said  Naylor,  adding  that  the 
planning  report  may  be  delivered  to 
the  planning  and  budget  committee 
at  the  beginning  of  March.  One  rea- 
son that  planning  is  lengthier  than 
expected  is  because  Governing 
Council  is  considering  changes  to 
the  upcorning  expansion  to  Varsity 
Stadium. 

The  next  phase  of  the  stadium 
involves  the  addition  of  a  three-  to 
four-storey  structure,  the  Centre 
for  High-Performance  Sports,  which 
would  house  offices  and  athletics 
space. 

"There  may  be  economies  of  scale 
in  locating  Varsity  Stadium  infra- 
structure on  site  12,"  Naylor  specu- 
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lated. 

St.  George  campus  student  lead- 
ers have  been  lobbying  for  a  stu- 
dent centre  since  the  60s.  UTM  and 
UTSC  each  boast  such  hubs,  which 
have  been  partly  paid  for  through 
student  levies. 

"All  of  these  concepts  have  to  be 
considered  carefully,"  Naylor  said. 
"While  timing  matters  the  most,  it's 
important  to  get  it  right." 

Paging  Prof.  Byer 

With  the  planning  committee's  re- 
port on  the  proposed  St.  George 
student  centre  delayed  until  March, 
few  governors  saw  the  need  to  trek 
through  the  snow  to  last  week's 
meeting  of  Governing  Council's 
Planning  &  Budget  committee.  A 
ifough  count  found  that  only  18  of  29 
members  were  present. 

Their  questions  were  few. 

"Gee,  Where's  Phil  Byer?"  chair 
Rose  Patten  quipped  during  a' dull 
moment,  inquiring  after  the  civil 
engineering  professor  whose  steady 
stream  of  queries  usually  keep  the 
committee's  meetings  lively. 

Carpe  surrounding 
property 

After  nixing  plans  to  move  and  ex- 
pand onto  "site  12"  across  from  the 
Varsity  Stadium  last  year,  U  of  T's 
Faculty  of  Law  is  proceeding  with 
planning  to  build  up  its  current  site 
on  Queen's  Park  Crescent. 
Due  to  recent  enrolment  growth. 


both  Law  and  the  next  door  faculty 
of  Music  are  among  the  most  space- 
starved  faculties  on  campus.  One 
hurdle  for  Law  will  be  getting  plan- 
ning approval  from  the  city  to  build 
on  its  Queen's  Park  site,  which  con- 
tains two  heritage  buildings:  Falcon- 
er Hall  and  Flavelle  House.  The  for- 
mer building  may  be  handed  over  to 
the  Faculty  of  Music. 

Another  piece  to  the  puzzle  is 
the  Royal  Ontario  Museum's  former 
planetarium,  whose  fate  remains 
unknown.  In  2005,  residents'  groups 
killed  a  proposed  46-storey  condo- 
minium tower  that  was  to  replace  it. 

UofT  plans  for  2030 

Unlike  many  of  its  students,  the  uni- 
versity is  currently  hashing  out  Its 
next  20-plus  years. 

"We  expect  pressure  will  be  held 
for  10  to  15  years  on  enrolment," 
said  president  David  Naylor,  citing 
the  baby  boomers'  kids — the  so- 
called  "echo"  generation — who  are 
entering  university  in  record  num- 
bers. 

All  three  U  of  T  campuses  have 
room  left  for  expansion,  and  the 
university's  real  estate  strategy, 
revised  last  month,  mentioned  the 
need  to  acquire  more  land  for  the 
downtown  campus. 

Naylor  hinted  at  the  potential 
for  a  fourth  U  of  T  campus,  but  he 
assured  governors  that  U  of  T's 
"Revision  2030  exercise"  would  be 
discussed  and  unveiled  over  the 
coming  months. 


Do  you  identify  as  disabled? 

Are  you  a  student  at  U  of  T  who  has  something 
to  say  about  your  experience?  If  so,  Disability 
Studies  Profs.  Tanya  Titchkosky  or  Rod  Michalko 
would  like  you  to  contact  them.  In  researching 
the  experience  of  disability,  your  story  is 
important  since  it  is  one  way  that  university 
life  is  lived.  One  or  two  interviews.  1  to  2 
hours.  Confidentiality  is  guaranteed.  $20  per 
hour  stipend.  Interested?  Contact  Dr.  Tanya 
Titchkosky  SESE  at  OlSE/U  T  416-923-6641  x 
2248.  disability@oise. utoronto.ca.  Thanks! 


UBC 


Finishing  a  degree? 
Considering  teaching? 

Think  about  the 

Bachelor  of  Education 

program  at  UBC 


Earn  a  second  degree  in  12  months 
Earn  a  professional  teaching  certificate 

Elementary  options  r  12  month  or  2  year 
12  month  IVIIddle  Years  option  (English,  Science,  Social  Studies,  PE) 
12  month  Secondary  option  with  27  teaching  areas 
{Especially  seeking:  French.  Matli,  Physics,  Chemistry,  Theatre, 
Home  Economics,  Spanish,  Japanese,  Chinese) 

Academic  self-assessment  worksheets  provided  at 
www.teach.educ.ubc.ca 
Application  deadline:  March  15, 2007 

UBC  Faculty  of  Education 
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Harper  can't  ignore  Feb.  7  fury 


Many  of  you  must  be  praying  that  the 
government  will  refuse  to  budge  on 
its  policy  of  allowing  tuition  fees  to 
rise  higher  and  higher  each  year. 

After  all,  if  this  issue  has  reached 
such  an  intense  boiling  point  that 
administrators  have  actually  marked 
Wednesday  class-optional  to  allow 
students  to  march  in  a  national  Day 
of  Action  to  freeze  tuition  fees,  just 
imagine  what  the  province's  further 
refusal  to  listen  to  students'  demands 
could  get  us. 

Perhaps  we'll  get  a  whole  admin- 
sanctioned  week  off  school  next  fall 
so  that  students  can  go  set  up  tents 
outside  parliament  hill  and  ambush 
Harper  (Dion?)  with  placards  and 
bullhorns.  (Hopefully  it'll  be  warmer 
out.) 

Certainly  the  scale  of  Wednesday's 
Day  of  Action — a  day  when  Canadian 
students  will  be  leaving  their  classes 
for  gigantic  rallies  where  they  will 


►  EDITORIAL  ^ 

loudly  demand  a  freeze  on  tuition 
fees — will  mark  the  largest,  most  or- 
ganized effort  masterminded  by  the 
Canadian  Federation  of  Students  in 
recent  memory  to  convince  the  pow- 
ers that  be  to  give  students'  wallets 
a  break  so  that  our  minds  can  focus 
more  on  our  books  than  on  working 
part-time  or  worrying  about  mount- 
ing debt. 

Though  modern  activists  have 
been  accused  of  lacking  the  mega- 
phone-wielding zeal  of  protestors 
gone  by,  kids  today  certainly  know 
more  about  advertising  (and  have 
more  tools  available)  than  their  Viet- 
nam-era predecessors.  Feb  7  orga- 
nizers are  harnessing  the  potential 
of  the  internet  to  attract  widespread 
attention  to  the  cause  in  new  ways. 

Through    the    FebZca  website. 


web-based  corporate  annoyanc- 
es— such  as  rewards  for  referring 
friends  to  register  for  a  website  and 
mass-emailing  friends  with  a  stock 
"wanna  join?"  message — have  been 
transformed  into  ways  to  get  people 
informed  and  involved  in  the  fight  to 
lower  tuition.  While  politicians  could 
rightly  question  the  legitimacy  of 
the  signatories  on  some  online  peti- 
tions, they  can't  ignore  thousands  of 
students  camping  out  on  their  door- 
step, brought  together  by  the  online 
campaign. 

So  why  sing  the  same  old  song 
about  keeping  tuition  fees  low,  you 
ask?  Based  on  the  impressive  list  of 
partners  supporting  the  Day  of  Ac- 
tion (everyone  from  student  unions 
and  the  Toronto  Youth  Cabinet  to  the 
UTM  Athletics  Council  and  U  of  T's 
Philosophy  Reading  Club),  keeping 
tuition  fees  at  an  acceptable  level  is 
a  major  concern  for  all  students,  not 


just  those  who  get  their  kicks  debat- 
ing labour  policies.  Many  students 
are  already  forced  to  work  one  or 
more  jobs  to  pay  for  school,  shelter, 
and  sustenance.  Gone  are  the  days 
when  undergrads  could  dawdle  in  li- 
braries and  spend  hours  at  the  coffee 
shop  debating  the  issues;  more  often 
than  not,  the  modern  undergrad  can't 
afford  half  his  books  and  must  work 
at  said  coffee  shop  to  pay  the  rent. 

Controlling  tuition  fees  is  one  way 
to  ensure  that  students  are  afforded 
key  opportunities  to  grow  through 
conversation,  extra-curricular  in- 
volvement and  volunteer  work — not 
to  mention  a  little  leisure  time.  All  of 
these  elements  should  form  a  part 
of  the  ideal  university  lifestyle,  but 
working  night  and  day  to  pay  for  the 
pleasure  of  attending  class  robs  stu- 
dents of  such  crucial  experiences. 

If,  as  is  often  said  in  politics,  "De- 
cisions are  made  by  those  who  show 


up,"  our  leaders  cannot  discount  the 
power  of  the  youth  vote  any  longer. 
Not  when  students  voted  in  larger 
number  than  ever  before  during  the 
last  federal  election,  and  a  spike  in 
student  voter  turnout  in  the  Trinity- 
St.  Paul  riding  last  year  was  a  large 
factor  in  getting  Olivia  Chow  her 
seat.  Students  are  well-informed  and 
increasingly  unified  in  their  calls  for 
governments  to  invest  in  their  future. 
If  the  CFS  can  carry  out  a  successful 
protest  that  brings  out  record  num- 
bers of  students,  politicians  would 
certainly  have  to  re-open  the  tuition 
file,  especially  during  a  likely  election 
year 

But  if  this  rally  fails  to  convince  our 
national  political  parties  that  tuition 
fees  are,  after  the  environment,  the 
most  important  issue  to  Canadian 
students,  then  we  may  find  ourselves, 
sadly,  with  little  to  look  forward  to  ex- 
cept the  next  day  off  school. 


//SCHOOL  DAZE 


The  (mis)education  of  a 
Toronto-stani 

System-hopping  student  raised  on  Jinnah  and  John  A. 


In  the  second  installment  of  the  "School 
Daze"  education  series,  SANA  AHMED 
considers  how  being  shuttled  between 
Pakistani  and  Canadian  school  systems 
shaped  the  learner  she  is  today.  In  the 
end,  the  two  places  may  not  have  been 
so  different 

My  family  moved  to  Toronto  from  Ka- 
rachi, Pakistan,  in  1989.  But  that  was 
a  tentative  move,  and  it  was  not  until 
1996,  when  I  turned  12,  that  we  set- 
tled here  for  good.  As  a  result,  I  spent 
part  of  my  childhood  in  Karachi,  but 
reached  adulthood  in  Toronto. 

This  immigrant  background  gave 
me  a  unique  perspective  on  two 
seemingly  different  worlds.  Adding 
to  my  knowledge  of  the  contrasts 
between  each  world's  values  and  cul- 
tures, 1  have  developed  a  keen  sense 
of  how  the  education  systems  in  both 
countries  operate. 

Pakistan's  education  system  has 
some  obvious  setbacks.  Besides 
some  elements  of  regiment  and  state 

SEE 'SCHOOL' -NEXT PAGE 


LETTERS 


Area  studies  on 
the  map 


Re:  Area  studies  funding  scarce: 
students,  Jan.  23 

This  article  suggests  area  studies 
are  rather  low  on  the  Faculty  of  Arts 
&  Science's  priority  list.  Not  true. 
Broadening  and  diversifying  the  Arts 
&  Science  curriculum  is  a  goal  in  our 
academic  plan  and  part  of  our  cur- 
riculum review  and  renewal,  and  area 
studies  are  central  to  that  goal.  Like 
all  academic  programs,  area  studies 
programs  vary  in  size  and  resources, 
depending  on  student  enrolment  and 
the  priorities  of  teaching  staff.  A  num- 
ber of  area  studies  programs  have 
established  world-wide  reputations, 
including  those  focused  on  East  Asia, 
Europe,  and  the  Middle  East.  Many 
others  are  relatively  young  in  the  life 
of  the  university  and  their  growth 
takes  time,  especially  given  the  evolu- 
tion of  teaching  staff. 

But  these  programs,  including 
African  and  Caribbean  studies,  are 

//QUOTABLE 


indeed  growing,  and  we  are  meiking 
a  number  of  teaching  staff  appoint- 
ments to  support  them.  It  is  note- 
worthy that  during  a  period  of  little 
growth  in  teaching  staff  across  the 
Faculty,  there  has  been  a  significant 
increase  in  size  and  resources  in 
area  studies.  We  are  adding  three 
new  teachers  in  Korean  and  East 
Asian  studies.  We  are  searching  for  a 
lecturer  in  Swahili  for  African  studies, 
and  we  are  adding  a  professor  in 
Caribbean  studies  to  be  shared  with 
English  and  Comparative  Literature 
as  well  as  professors  in  Japanese  his- 
tory and  Chinese  studies. 

Most  area  studies  programs  in- 
clude teaching  the  language  and  liter- 
ature of  a  given  culture  or  region.  The 
Faculty's  commitment  to  languages  is 
evident:  we  offer  over  50  languages, 
have  declared  2006-07  the  Year  of 
Languages,  and  successfully  secured 
additional  money  for  languages — in- 
cluding Swahili,  a  cornerstone  of  any 
African  studies  program — through  U 
of  T's  Academic  Initiatives  Fund. 

Providing  our  students  with  a 

SEE  'LETTERS' -NEXT PAGE 


"At  Winners  and  HomeSense,  our  customers  have  been  our  top 

priority  for  more  than  20 years." 

-Winners  and  HomeSense  president  Michael  MacMillan 

Except  when  profits  are  at  stake,  it  seems.  Considering 
society's  heightened  awareness  of  corporate  skullduggery, 
it's  inconceivable  that  retail  heavyweights  would  try  to  hide  the  fact 
that  hackers  had  stolen  confidenticil  client  records  dating  back  to  2003 
over  Christmas.  The  fact  that  companies  keep  our  records  on  file  so  long 
is  another  issue  altogether.  But  hiding  the  theft  so  as  not  to  discourage 
unsuspecting  holiday  shoppers  is  plain  wrong.  You're  real  Winners,  guys. 
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•SCHOOL'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

control  over  the  curriculum,  it  also 
has  definite  religious  and  national- 
ist undertones  that  bias  the  content. 
For  example,  even  though  1  attended 
a  private  school,  1  still  had  to  take 
compulsory  religion  classes,  and  the 
morning  assemblies  featured  stu- 
dents reciting  prayers  and  religious 
excerpts. 

Pakistanis  also  have  a  tendency 
to  harbour  rigid  opinions  about  the 
partition  of  the  subcontinent,  mostly 


due  to  their  short-sightedness  when 
it  comes  to  critically  examining  their 
national  history. 

During  the  time  I  studied  in  Kara- 
chi, I  can't  ever  recall  questioning  the 
actions  of  Muhammad  Ali  Jinnah,  the 
"politician"  who  founded  Pakistan. 
History  books  and  teachers  failed  to 
be  critical  of  him  or  other  politicians. 
Instead,  students  were  simply  indoc- 
trinated with  the  image  of  Jinnah  as  a 
saintly  "father  of  the  nation." 

Since  the  partition  is  a  sensitive  is- 
sue, especially  for  Pakistanis,  one's 


ability  to  challenge  Pakistan's  state 
structure  or  partition-related  as- 
pects of  the  country  was  limited.  You 
would  be  labelled  unpatriotic  and  un- 
appreciative  of  the  sacrifices  of  Mus- 
lims at  partition  if  you  questioned  the 
history  too  loudly.  Canadian  schools, 
by  contrast,  at  first  seemed  full  of  di- 
verse, unfiltered  streams  of  beliefs. 
Teachers  encouraged  me  to  ask  ques- 
tions and  be  myself.  I  genuinely  liked 
going  to  school,  and  that  attitude 
showed  in  my  marks. 
However,  1  soon  realized  that  the 


February  7  Day  of  Action 

Joint  statement  by  UofT  students'  unions  and  campus  trade  unions 


Since  tuition  fees  doubled  in  the  1990s,  the  federal 
and  provincial  governments  have  continued  their  at 
tack  on  the  affordability  and  accessibility  of  post- 
secondary  education,  relentlessly  increasing  the  gap  be- 
tween funding  and  fees.  Not  only  are  tuition  fees  in  Ontario 
much  higher  than  in  other  Canadian  provinces,  but  the 
McGuinty  administration's  deafness  to  community  outcry 
belies  its  professed  commitment  to  quality  of  education  and 
equality  of  educational  opportunity. 

The  University  of  Toronto  has  been  compllcit  In  this  by 
raising  tuition  fees,  especially  for  undergraduate  students, 
increasing  the  financial  burden  of  acquiring  a  post-second- 
ary education.  Furthermore,  It  has  done  little  to  address 
the  symptoms  of  government  underfunding,  such  as  class 
overcrowding,  diminished  teaching  assistant  support,  and 
increasing  competition  for  decreasing  financial  aid. 

In  addition  to  educational  quality,  and  reflective  of  a 
larger  trend  toward  the  downloading  of  social  services  and 
support,  the  University  has  abdicated  its  responsibility  to 
its  students,  teachers,  and  workers  in  other  ways.  It  has 
begun  using  peer  grading  as  a  substitute  for  hiring  teach- 
ing assistants.  It  does  not  adequately  support  its  student 
parents,  and  has  treated  its  childcare  staff  unfairly.  It  has 
allowed  some  rogue  departments  to  violate  consistently  a 
number  of  the  collective  agreements  In  place  between  la- 
bour unions  and  the  University.  It  has  shown  little  strength 
In  maintaining  a  separation  between  corporations  and  the 
academy.  Most  egregiously.  It  has  neglected  Its  duty  to  act 
as  an  advocate  for  students  with  the  provincial  and  federal 
governments. 

We  demand  of  the  federal  and  provincial  govemments 
recognition  of  and  responsiveness  to  our  concerns.  We  de- 
mand to  be  treated  with  respect  and  generosity.  We,  the 
students,  teachers,  and  employees  of  the  UofT,  call  on  this 
institution  to  be  an  advocate  for  equity  and  social  justice 
here,  on  this  campus,  starting  with  us.We  demand  that  the 
University  rise  to  its  own  rhetoric  to  support  public,  quality 
education,  family  friendliness,  and  equitable  employment. 
We  demand,  above  all,  transparency  and  honesty  at  all 
levels  of  University  and  provincial  governance. 

Furthermore,  we  demand  that  the  relevant  levels  of 
government  take  action  in  the  following  specific  ways: 

1 .  Declare  a  moratorium  on  all  tuition  fee  Increases. 

2.  Provide  more  funding  for  post-secondary  education, 
and  for  financial  aid  In  the  form  of  grants,  not  loans 

3  Increase  funds  for  childcare. 
4.  Provide  BlUs  to  universities  for  international  gradu- 
ate students. 

5  Erase  the  gap  between  domestic  and  Intemational 
students'  health  care  premiums. 


We  also  demand  that  the  University  of  Toronto  take 
action  in  the  following  specific  ways: 

^ .  Declare  a  moratorium  on  tuition  fee  increases,  and 
aggressively  lobby  the  federal  and  provincial  govern- 
ments to  provide  more  funds  for  post-secondary  educa- 
tion and  for  financial  aid  in  the  form  of  grants,  not  loans. 

2.  Plan  and  Implement  a  robust  and  meaningful 
childcare  program  for  students,  faculty,  and  all  UofT 
employees. 

3.  Alleviate  the  burden  of  increased  health  care  premi- 
ums charged  to  International  students  and  their 

dependents. 

4.  Aggressively  lobby  the  government  to  provide  BlUs 
for  international  students. 

5.  Commit  to  increasing  the  quality  of  educafion  at  the 
University  of  Toronto  throughout  the  graduate  expan- 
sion plan  by  reducing  tutorial  and  class  sizes,  increas- 
ing TA  support  for  faculty,  and  maintaining  a  robust  pro- 
gram of  TA  training. 

6.  Make  all  campus  buildings  safe  for  workers  and  stu- 
dents. 

As  signatories  of  this  statement,  we  declare  our  dedi- 
cation to  the  values  expressed  herein,  and  vow  to  continue 
to  push  for  positive  change  at  the  University  of  Toronto  and 
in  the  Ontario  and  Federal  governments.  On  February  7, 
2007,  we  will  unite  in  solidarity  to  demand  respect  for  stu- 
dents, faculty,  and  wori<ers. 

Signed  by: 

University  of  Toronto  Students'  Union  (formerly  SAC) 

Association  of  Part-time  Undergraduate  Students 

Arts  and  Science  Students'  Union 

Victoria  University  Students' Administrative  Council 

Graduate  Students'  Union 

CURE  Local  3902,  TAs  and  sessionals 

CURE  Local  3907,  OlSE  graduate  assistants 

CURE  Local  2484,  UofT  childcare  staff 

CURE  Local  3261,  UofT  maintenance  staff 

CURE  Local  1230,  UofT  library  workers 

United  Steelworkers  Local  1998,  UofT  administrative  staff 


Wednesday  February  7,  2007 
1 1 :30am:  gather  at  Con  Hall 
noon:  march  through  campus 
1pm:  rally  at  Queen's  Park 


students'administrativecoun<ii 
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APUS 


univwsity  of  loronto 


UNmO  STKLWORKEitS 


J. 


Canadian  education  system  was  also 
guilty  of  self-aggrandizement.  We 
were  told  to  herald  our  "multicul- 
tural" identity — even  if  all  that  meant 
was  eating  samosas  and  buying  "eth- 
nic" clothes. 

My  English  skills  and  my  accent 
were  immediately  deemed  "not  Ca- 
nadian enough,"  and  the  instinctive 
reaction  was  to  place  me  in  ESL  class- 
es. Although  ESL  did  not  faze  me  so 
much  at  the  time,  I  now  realize  how 
secluded  it  made  me  feel,  especially 
at  that  young  age. 

These  days,  my  ESL  experience 
seems  trivially  beside  the  point,  be- 
cause I  got  over  the  emotional  trau- 
ma that  it  may  have  caused.  Instead,  I 
have  become  attuned  to  other,  more 
important  issues  about  my  Canadian 
education. 

For  example — and  1  was  shocked 
at  this  realization — it  was  not  until 
my  second  year  in  university  that  I 
first  learned  about  the  other  group 
that  had  "settled"  Canada.  As  was 
the  case  in  Pakistani  textbooks,  Ca- 
nadian textbooks  too  often  glossed 
over  or  greatly  minimized  important 
Canadian  issues,  such  as  the  treat- 
ment of  native  Canadians.  Up  to  that 
point,  aside  from  watching  those  al- 
most-laughable Canadian  Heritage 


Moments  on  TV,  I  hadn't  been  aware 
of  the  years  of  suffering  experienced 
by  Aboriginal  Canadians  as  a  result 
of  Canada's  "settlement"  by  Europe- 
ans. 

University  has  definitely  been  an 
eye-opener,  because  things  that  1 
could  not  grasp  or  understand  at  a 
younger  age — both  in  Karachi  and 
Toronto — have  suddenly  started  to 
make  sense.  But  this  development 
cannot  be  attributed  to  one  particu- 
lar static  phase  in  my  life,  even  if  its 
crystallization  may  have  occurred  at 
a  university  in  Toronto. 

I  have  had  the  luxury  of  having  my 
educations  in  Karachi  and  Toronto  to 
help  fine-tune  my  abilities  to  reason 
and  question.  I  can  recognize  the  dif- 
ferences and  similarities  in  Karachi 
and  Toronto's  education  systems  bet- 
ter due  to  my  exposure  to  both. 

1  now  know  two  things  for  sure:  just 
how  misconstrued  politicians'  inten- 
tions were  about  India's  partition,  and 
the  implausibility  of  Canada's  stance 
as  peacekeeper,  given  the  context  of 
how  the  Americas  were  "settled"  at 
the  expense  of  the  First  Nations. 

Having  lived  in  Toronno  most  of  her 
life,  Sana  Ahmed  can  never  turn  down 
a  mean  plate  of  biryani. 
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global  curriculum  includes  fostering 
academically  rigorous  area  stud- 
ies programs  that  attract  the  best 
students  and  teachers.  There  is 
excellent  leadership  in  place  in  area 
studies  and  in  the  colleges  which 


host  many  of  these  programs.  1  am 
confident  that  collectively,  we  will  be 
able  to  continue  to  strengthen  these 
programs. 

Pekka  K.  Sinervo,  FRSC 

Dean  and  Vice-Provost,  First-Entry 
Programs,  UofT 
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LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


•  Coinplete  30-Hour  Seminars 

t  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

•  Pereonalized  Professional  Insbuction 

•  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

•  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

•  Free  Repeat  Policy 

t  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

www.oxfordseminars.coiTi 
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"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 
now  ^ 

I  want  to  change 

the  world 


Meet  Melissa. 

To  get  the  field  experience  and  practical  skills  to  go  the 
distance,  Melissa  earned  her  Postgraduate  Certificate 
from  Humber  in  International  Project  Management  in 
only  3  semesters.  She  now  works  as  a  Program  Officer 
for  an  International  Humanitarian  Organization. 
We  think  she'll  make  a  real  difference. 

International  Project  Management,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


Ij^*  HUMBER  Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 

The  Business  School  Visit  US  at  www.buslness.humberca 
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Insight  comes  from 
all 


You  bring  something  unique  to  the  table,  and  at  Ernst  &  Young, 
you'll  be  encouraged  to  speak  up  and  contribute.  Because  we 
know  that  bringing  together  people  with  different  backgrounds 
and  perspectives  lets  us  deliver  quality  results  for  our  clients. 
It's  why  we've  created  a  work  environment  of  mutual  respect 
that  promotes  your  personal  and  professional  growth  and 
success.  So  visit  us  on  campus  or  at  ey.com/us/careers. 

FORTUNl 

100  BEST 

COMPANIES^ 
TOWORKFORP 


Audit  •  Tax  •  Transaction  Advisory  Services 

sU  Ernst  &YOUNG 

©  2007  EftNSi  &  Young  op 

Quality  In  Everything  We  Do 
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One  bumper  sticker  (at  left)  fuels  the  anti-American  lobby,  while  the  other  reflects  a  wider  diversity  of  views. 


lastgieaming 


An  apologia  for  American  pride  points  out  that  prejudice  knows  no  borders 


Laura  Phelps 


I  know  a  biker  who  wraps  his  long,  greasy  hair 
in  a  Confederate  flag  bandana.  He  complains 
about  his  new  neighbourhood's  multiply- 
ing immigrants,  explaining  that  he  does  not 
like  change.  He  owns  a  tattoo  parlour  and  is 
well-decorated  in  ink.  His  girlfriend,  who  has 
17  "tats"  of  her  own,  tells  me  their  retirement 
plan  is  to  move  to  Arizona,  be  with  "a  bunch  of 
white  people  who  speak  English  like  us,"  and 
exercise  their  God-given  right  to  carry  a  gun. 
Or  two. 

No,  the  couple  I've  described  is  not  from 
Texas.  They  live  in  Scarborough. 

They  are  living  proof  that  the  xenophobic, 
isolationist  worldview  that  gives  enthusiastic 
proponents  of  American  patriotism  a  bad  repu- 
tation can  in  fact  be  found  everywhere — even 
in  Canada. 

As  an  American,  I  know  that  our  support  for 
both  the  successes  and  failures  of  our  govern- 
ment has  given  Americans  a  reputation  for  ego- 
ism. However,  though  many  Canadians  would 
argue  otherwise,  we  don't  all  walk  around  with 
the  stars  and  stripes  in  one  hand  and  a  gun  in 
the  other.  Movies  like  American  Dreamz  and 
television  shows  like  Family  Guy  and  American 
Dad  are  in  fact  funny  to  us  for  the  same  reasons 
they  are  to  you — we  are  mocking  our  exagger- 
ated nationalism.  Yet  1  worry  that  Canadians 
only  partially  get  the  joke. 

The  core  of  American  pride  in  the  stars  and 
stripes  is  based  on  our  political  system.  A  leg- 
islative process  designed  to  work  slowly  and 
cautiously  teaches  each  citizen  to  trust  in  the 
lawmakers  who  came  before  us. 

Americans  have  a  sense  of  historical  tradi- 
tion that  seems  to  be  lost  when  one  crosses 
the  border  Years  of  strolling  the  hallways  of  a 
public  school  lined  with  each  president's  por- 
trait led  this  American  girl  to  buy  a  book  about 
the  personal  lives  of  her  country's  greatest 
leaders.  That  12-year-old  history  buff  grew  up 
to  discuss  the  hilarity  of  President  Taft  getting 
stuck  in  the  White  House  bathroom  while  at  a 
bar  on  Bay  Street. 

Besides  a  sense  of  historical  pride,  our  patri- 
otism is  linked  to  the  age-old  debate  of  melting 
pot  versus  mosaic.  In  the  U  S,  I  am  American 
first  and  Polish  second.  In  the  words  of  hip-hop 
MC  Immortal  Technique,  "There's  no  diversity 
because  we're  burning  in  the  melting  pot." 

For  better  or  for  worse,  the  melting  pot  has 
unified  Americans  in  a  way  that  Canada  has 


yet  to  experience.  Canadians  seem  to  be  so 
obsessed  with  multiculturalism  that  they  have 
lost  the  meaning  of  what  it  is  to  be  Canadian. 
The  only  definition  that  seems  to  be  commonly 
accepted  is  that  Canadians  are  not  Americans. 

In  my  first  lecture  of  Canadian  Comparative 
Politics  last  year,  the  professor  presented  the 
class  of  some  300  students  with  the  question, 
"Are  Canadians  patriotic?"  As  an  outsider,  this 
is  something  1  also  have  to  ask.  The  consensus 
in  class  was  that  they  must  be,  because  they 
wave  their  flag  and  sing  the  national  anthem. 
That's  patriotism,  is  it  not? 

In  Canada,  these  outward  signs  of  allegiance 
appear  to  be  enough.  But  in  America,  our  patri- 
otism is  linked  directly  to  our  historical  pride. 
Too  often,  U.S.  patriotism  is  equated  with  igno- 
rance of  the  government's  secrecy  and  under- 
handed behaviour.  However,  it  is  possible  to  be 
educated  about  disasters  like  Guantanamo  Bay 
and  the  response  to  Hurricane  Katrina  and  still 
have  faith  in  a  political  system  that  has  seen 
many  ups  and  downs. 

I  am  from  Detroit,  Michigan,  a  city  I  have 
grown  accustomed  to  defending.  A  friend  de- 
scribed it  best  when  he  said,  "Detroit  is  like 
your  ugly  child — you  know  it's  ugly,  but  you 
can't  let  anyone  else  say  that  it  is."  Yet  despite 


The  melting  pot  diversity  model  unites  Americans  in 
a  way  that  Canada  has  yet  to  experience. 


having  to,  stand  up  for  my  hometown,  it  was 
not  until  coming  to  Toronto  that  1  was  labeled 
"the  American"  and  asked  to  defend  an  entire 
country  too. 


'The  typical  Canadian 
perception  of  their 
southern  neighbours  is 
as  real  as  the  American 
belief  that  all  Canadians 
say  "aboot"  and  wear 
flannel' 


And  not  only  defend — I'm  asked  to  rational- 
ize every  mistake  the  U.S.  government  has 
ever  committed.  No  matter  how  many  times  I 
inform  my  attackers  that  I,  in  fact,  do  not  sup- 
port the  war  in  Iraq,  I  still  get  hassled  with  "But 
why  does  the  U.S.  think  they're  above  the  UN?" 
and  "Bush  is  the  real  terrorist."  People  don't 
realize  that  I  am  actually  standing  on  a  street 
corner  with  them  in  downtown  Toronto,  not  at 
a  pro-war  rally  in  Washington,  D.C. 

President  Gerald  Ford's  recent  funeral  was 
an  enlightening  moment  in  my  quest  to  under- 
stand why  Canadians  hit  a  glass  wall  when  try- 
ing to  understand  American  patriotism.  Cana- 
dians view  American  politicians  as  celebrities. 
And  while  these  public  figures  are  inflated  in 
U.S.  culture  as  well,  they  are  most  importantly 
regarded  as  members  of  our  American  fam- 
ily— again,  for  better  or  for  worse.  Funerals 
for  leaders  like  President  Ford  and  Rosa  Parks 
confirm  that  the  American  people  have  a  very 
real  relationship  with  their  leaders,  both  as 
public  figures  and  regular  people. 

I  am  sure  Canadians  feel  a  similar  connec- 
tion with  their  own  politicians,  but  anti-Ameri- 
can sentiment  is  founded  on  how  Canadians 
feel  about  American  leaders.  It  is  much  harder 
to  accept  the  flaws  of  a  stranger  then  those  of 
your  own  family  members. 

Anti-Americanism  in  Canada  grew  in  promi- 
nence after  the  invasion  of  Iraq,  parallel  to  the 
Canadian  fear  of  American  patriotism.  Cana- 
dians seem  to  shake  in  their  boots  over  Joe 


American  wanting  to  "hunt  down  and  kill  all 
them  damn  terrorists." 

If  the  average  American  felt  this  way,  I  would 
be  frightened  too.  However,  it  seems  that,  five 
years  later,  this  misconstrued  anti-American- 
ism is  being  applied  to  remembering  the  Sept. 
11  attacks  as  well.  This  year  there  was  a  Sept. 
11  memorial  service  at  the  U.S.  consulate  in  To- 
ronto. Leading  up  to  the  date,  many  local  col- 
umnists criticized  Canada's  special  attention 
to  the  attacks,  considering  how  few  Canadians 
were  harmed.  In  reality,  many  Canadians  were 
harmed,  either  directly  or  through  the  loss  of 
loved  ones. 

It  seems  too  convenient  for  Canadians  to 
pick  and  choose  which  parts  of  American  cul- 
ture will  be  celebrated  or  neglected  in  Canada. 
Thousands  across  the  nation  watched  World 
Trade  Center,  but  less  than  50  people  were  out- 
side the  consulate  to  memorialize  the  actual 
attacks. 

Canadians  are  correct  in  thinking  that  the 
American  government  manipulated  our  fears 
over  those  attacks  in  order  to  launch  the  "war 
on  terrorism,"  but  one  administration  cannot 
alter  the  nationalism  embedded  in  the  Ameri- 
can heart.  People  wave  their  flag  in  support  of 
the  key  freedoms  that  the  American  constitu- 
tion preserves,  not  necessarily  to  glorify  the 
current  administration.  I  am  a  Democrat  who 
would  like  nothing  more  than  to  see  President 
Bush  and  his  followers  out  of  office.  Nonethe- 
less, I  still  consider  myself  a  true  patriot. 

We  are  not  all  fanatics,  and  we  are  not  all 
brainwashed  by  Big  Brother  We  are,  however, 
all  Americans. 

In  every  society,  a  portion  of  the  population 
will  exaggerate  the  worst  parts  of  their  culture, 
whether  they  live  in  small  town  America  or 
in  Scarborough.  We  are  entertained  by  these 
characters  because  their  opinions  are  so  ex- 
treme. 

The  reality  is  that  these  people  are  isolated 
and  do  not  represent  the  average  citizen,  nor  do 
they  have  any  real  political  power  The  typical 
Canadian  perception  of  their  southern  neigh- 
bours is  as  real  as  the  American  belief  that  all 
Canadians  say  "aboot"  and  wear  flannel. 

So  the  next  time  you  travel  to  the  States  and 
see  bumper  stickers  such  as  "Only  God  can  for- 
give Osama  Bin  Laden,  it's  our  responsibility 
to  arrange  the  meeting"  and  "If  you  don't  like 
my  flag  call  1-800-LEAVE  THE  USA,"  you  can 
laugh  at  the  idiocy.  It's  more  than  likely  that  the 
American  driving  next  to  you  is  laughing  too. 
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Prion  puzzle 

You  could  easily  believe  they're  virus  particles  or  invading  bacteria,  but  these  slick  suckers  are  none  of 
the  above.  They're  just  like  the  millions  of  molecules  that  make  up  a  human  body— with  a  deadly  twist. 


It's  not  Bessie's  fault.  Scientists  don't  know  why  the  prion  gene — which  will  kill  you  if  mutated  in  the  slightest — has  managed  to  escape  evolutionary  forces. 


Sandy  Huen 
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They  are  perhaps  the  most  myste- 
rious molecule  discovered  in  the 
human  body  yet.  Prions  are  the 
infectious  agents  behind  "mad  cow 
disease"  or  bovine  spongiform  en- 
cephalopathy in  cows,  Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob  disease  in  humans,  and  scra- 
pie in  sheep.  Scientists  today  face  a 
mountain  of  questions  about  these 
diseases  and  the  insidious  proteins 
gone  bad  that  cause  them. 

"In  the  early  eighties,  when  [sci- 
entists] didn't  know  that  prions  are 
what  they  are... they  thought  they 
were  viruses,"  explained  U  of  T 
professor  of  virology  Mounir  Abou- 
haider. 


Now,  scientists  know  that  prions 
are  produced  by  the  body  as  any 
other  protein  is,  via  genes.  Prion 
diseases  in  livestock  have  been 
known  for  centuries,  as  had  the 
rare  cases  of  neurodegenerative 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob  disease.  But  until 
two  decades  ago,  no  one  suspect- 
ed one  of  the  body's  own  proteins 
could  be  responsible. 

"Everyone  was  looking  for  a  bit 
of  nucleic  acid  [because]  you  can't 
have  an  infectious  agent  without 
RNA  or  DNA  in  it,"  recounted  Abou- 
haider. 

The  discovery  in  1982  that  a 
"proteinaceous  infectious  particle" 
could  spread  disease  caused  up- 
heaval in  the  medical  world. 

"That  was  a  novel  thing  because 


it  was  not  easy  to  understand  how 
a  protein  could  be  an  infectious 
agent." 

But  prions  only  entered  the 
public  stage  when  an  outbreak  of 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob  in  the  U.K.  killed 
100  to  150  people  in  the  late  eight- 
ies. At  that  time,  scientists  could  not 
conclusively  pin  down  the  source  of 
the  outbreak,  contaminated  beef. 

Of  the  body,  for  the  body? 

Infectious  prions  are  unique  super- 
villains  in  the  protein  society  of  the 
human  body.  At  first  glance,  prions 
seem  to  be  nothing  more  than  mal- 
formed, highly  durable  proteins 
that  reshape  regular,  harmless  pri- 
ons into  disease-causing  particles 


cattle — a  natural  hosts  of  prion 
diseases — can  grow  normally 
without  prions  in  their  bodies. 
Previous  studies  in  mice,  not  a 
natural  host  of  prion  diseases, 
had  shown  some  abnormalities 
when  the  prion  gene  was  simi- 
larly manipulated,  suggesting 
that  prions  play  an  essential 
role  in  animal  development. 
That  hypothesis  has  now  been 
dethroned  by  these  healthy, 
prion-deficient  cattle. 

The  scientists  say  these  cows 
might  be  a  safe  source  of  milk, 


simply  by  coming  into  contact  with 
them.  No  other  human  protein  can 
transform  normal  proteins  like  this, 
and  no  prion  can  resist  being  trans- 
formed. 

Normal,  healthy  prions  are  found 
all  over  the  nervous  system,  oc- 
curring in  the  highest  levels  in  the 
brain.  Natural  prions  do  not  cause 
disease,  but  the  role  they  do  play  in 
our  bodies  is  still  unknown. 

Researchers  also  don't  know 
what  makes  a  prion  "go  bad."  In  in- 
herited prion  diseases,  like  cases 
of  Creutzfeldt-Jacob  that  can  be 
traced  in  genealogies,  the  "bad"  pri- 
on is  encoded  in  a  person's  genes. 
In  transmitted  cases,  like  human 
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gelatin,  collagen,  and  other  bo- 
vine-derived products  we  use 
in  our  everyday  life.  With  the 
FDA's  Dec.  2006  safety  approv- 
al of  using  cloned  animals  for 
food,  these  cattle  are  gaining 
more  attention  every  day. 

Yet  the  cattle's  existence  has 
not  answered  a  central  ques- 
tion: if  normal  prions  aren't  es- 
sential for  growing  up,  why  do 
they  exist  at  all? 

Source:  Nature  Biotechnology 
— S.H. 




A  graveyard  of  glory 

The  time-honoured  combination  of 
chicken  wings  and  sports  is  a  tradition 
no  one  wants  to  be  rid  of.  But  if  you  had 
trouble  curbing  your  appetite  Icist  week- 
end, maybe  you  should  have  stopped 
clearing  your  plate.  A  new  study  shows 
that  seeing  evidence  of  how  much  food 
you've  already  eaten  can  help  stop 
unintended  overeating.  Researchers 
treated  53  Super  Bowl  partiers  to  an 
all-you-can-eat  chicken  wings  buffet 
at  a  sports  bar.  During  the  game,  wait- 
resses cleared  the  plates  with  chicken 
bones  from  half  the  tables,  and  let  the 
bones  pile  up  on  the  other  half.  It  was 
found  that  those  with  clean  plates  ate 
43  per  cent  more  wings  than  those 
whose  bones  stayed  on  their  plates.  Ac- 
cording to  the  researchers,  the  bones 
served  as  reminders  of  how  much  had 
been  eaten  and  prevented  the  partiers 
from  mindlessly  eating  more. 
Source:  Perceptual  and  Motor  Skills 
— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 

Chemical  signature  of  dust 

It's  no  joke.  Scientists  have  collected, 
analyzed,  and  recreated  household 
dust  in  the  laboratory.  Ten  gram 
samples  of  "Standard  Reference  Ma- 
terial 2585,"  known  to  most  people  as 
the  stuff  underneath  furniture,  will  go 
toward  research  by  environmental  sci- 
entists on  the  possible  harmful  health 
effects  of  household  dust.  The  work 
was  done  by  chemists  at  the  National 
Institute  of  Standards  and  Technology, 
who  collected  samples  of  dust  from 
1993  to  1994  in  hotels  and  homes  and 
from  cleaning  services.  After  steriliz- 
ing, filtering,  and  analyzing  the  mate- 
rial, the  chemists  determined  standard 
concentrations  of  common  toxins,  like 
polybrominated  diphenyl  ethers,  or 
PBDEs,  which  they  found  in  surpris- 
ingly high  amounts.  Though  the  use 
of  PBDEs  has  been  decreasing  due  to 
fears  of  its  toxicity,  the  common  flame- 
retardant  can  still  be  found  in  a  number 
of  consumer  products.  The  scientists 
have  also  found  remnants  of  PCBs  in 
the  dust,  a  highly  toxic,  now  banned, 
compound  used  as  a  refrigerator  insu- 
lator in  the  1970s.  Because  these  con- 
taminants persist  in  the  environment 
in  very  small  quantities,  analysis  of  the 
concentrations  of  toxic  chemicals  in 
house  dust  will  be  a  valuable  guide  to 
health  officials. 

Source:  National  Institute  of  Standards 
and  Technology 
—SANDY  HUEN 

Statins  no  good  for  gals? 

The  cholesterol-lowering  agents  known 
as  statins  are  known  to  reduce  the  risk 
of  heart  attacks  and  other  coronary 
problems  in  patients  with  coronary 
heart  disease.  However,  because 
women  have  traditionally  been  under- 
represented  in  clinical  drug  trials,  the 
effectiveness  of  statins  in  women  is  still 
uncertain.  A  recent  study  found  that 
although  statin  therapy  after  a  heart 
attack  reduced  the  rate  of  mortality  in 
both  men  and  women,  the  reduction 
was  less  among  women.  These  results 
may  mean  that  women  require  higher 
doses  in  order  to  achieve  the  same  pre- 
ventive effects  achieved  by  men. 
Source:  Canadian  Medical  Association 
Journal 
— M.A. 


//MAD-PROOF  MUTANTS? 


Do  prion-free  mutants  mean  worry-free  beef? 


Nine  prion-free  Holstein 
cows  were  created  by 
U.S.'s  Agricultural  Re- 
search Service.  The  study,  re- 
leased early  January,  reported 
that  the  20-month  old  bovine 
participants  had  their  prion 
gene  successfully  knocked  out 
before  birth,  eliminating  their 
ability  to  make  any  prions  and 
theoretically,  their  ability  to  be 
infected  by  "mad  cow."  Not  only 
did  scientists  confirm  their 
inability  to  be  infected  by  pri- 
ons, they  are  living  proof  that 


10  MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  5, 2007 


VARSITY  SCIENCE 


science@thevarsity.ca 


CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

"mad  cow"  outbreaks,  a  malformed 
prion  is  ingested  and  begins  its 
slow  spread  through  the  brain. 
Some  cases,  which  don't  seem  to  fit 
either  criterion,  are  called  sponta- 
neous. 

Regardless,  the  disease  that  re- 
sults is  almost  always  the  same. 
The  years-long  breakdown  of  brain 
cells  impairs  function  after  func- 
tion, until  not  even  the  cells  that 
control  breathing  remain  function- 
al. It's  no  coincidence  that  bad  pri- 
ons cause  neurodegenerative  dis- 
ease because  most  normal  prions 


are  found  in  the  brain. 

Bad  prions  warp  healthy  ones 
into  copies  of  themselves  by  simply 
touching  them — an  idea  so  strange 
and  new  that  some  scientists  don't 
believe  it.  Abouhaider,  however,  is 
among  the  majority  of  scientists 
that  supports  the  idea.  He  dubs  the 
conversion  of  a  normal  prion  to  an 
infectious  prion  a  "flip." 

"If  one  of  them  flips  and  it's  sit- 
ting next  to  its  sister,  which  is  in  the 
proper  form,  it  will  flip  [its  sister] 
into  its  infectious  form.  You  only 
need  to  have  one  [infectious  prion] 
to  convert  the  regular  protein  to 
the  infectious  form  by  touching  it." 

It  may  take  up  to  30  years,  but  a 


single  infectious  prion  in  the  brain 
will  convert  every  normal  prion 
until  bunches  of  prions  form  larger 
and  larger  clumps.  These  plaques 
get  so  large  and  intrusive  that  cells 
begin  to  die. 

They're  beefy  little  suckers, 
to  say  the  least 

One  of  the  reasons  infectious  pri- 
ons manage  to  survive  the  stom- 
ach, whose  acidity  can  break  down 
almost  everything,  is  their  incred- 
ibly resistant  structure. 

Infectious  prions  make  use  of 
a  robust  form  described  as  beta 


sheets — a  structure  that  can  also 
be  found  in  hair — to  endure  harsh 
conditions.  Even  modern  steriliza- 
tion techniques  such  as  autoclav- 
ing  cannot  break  down  a  prion. 

"The  hair  is  a  protein  and  you  can 
swallow  a  hair  and  it  comes  out  as 
a  hair,"  described  Abouhaider.  "So 
the  enzymes  in  the  stomach  can't 
digest  [a  prion].  It  has  the  potential 
to  infect  other  [prions]." 

Blood  transfusions  are  a  prion  in- 
fection hazard  when  a  blood  donor 
doesn't  know  he  or  she  has  a  prion 
disease.  The  slow  spread  of  the  dis- 
ease means  that  many  remain  un- 
aware of  their  condition  until  their 
cognitive  abilities  begin  to  fail  in 


the  later  stages  of  the  illness. 

With  the  addition  of  Creutzfeldt- 
Jacob  cases  caused  by  contaminat- 
ed medical  instruments,  the  death 
toll  has  risen  to  160  in  the  U.K.  But 
Abouhaider  and  other  epidemi- 
ologists are  confident  that  number 
won't  spike  again  anytime  soon. 

"There's  still  a  scare  in  England," 
said  Abouhaider.  "During  that  out- 
break of  mad  cow  disease  in  Eng- 
land, very  few  right  away  showed 
the  signs  of  the  disease  and  died. 
People  [thought  that]  by  five  or 
10  or  15  years  later,  there  [were] 
going  to  be  a  huge  number  of  peo- 
ple showing  the  disease.  But  this 
doesn't  seem  to  be  the  case." 
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Internattonai  Marketing,  Postgraduate  Certificate 
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tudy  Law  at  Kent 

Find  out  more  about  law  at  Kent  at  an  open  presentation  about  our  two  and  three  year  LLB 
degrees,  our  range  of  LLM  Masters  degrees  available  at  Canterbury  and  at  Brussels,  including 
International  Law  and  International  Relations  (which  doesn't  require  an  LLB)  and  our  innovative 
Bilingual  Transmanche  LLM  in  International  Mobility,  Globalisation  and  the  Law,  taught  in  part 
at  Canterbury  and  In  part  at  the  Universite  du  Littoral  in  Northern  France.  Come  along  to: 

Toronto:  Thursday  15th  February,  7.00-9.00pm,  Intercontinental,  225 
Front  Street  West,  Toronto 

The  presentation  will  be  given  by  Emily  Haslam,  Lecturer  in  International  Law  at  Kent,  with  Fiona 
Conlan,  Senior  International  Officer,  in  attendance  to  give  general  information  about  studying  at 
Kent  and  the  range  of  other  degree  courses  (such  as  in  Business  and  in  Politics)  available  at 
Kent. 

For  information  and  to  book  a  place  at  this  event,  contact  Penny  Bissett  Consulting  toll  free  on 
1  866  226  2322. 


With  a  300  acre  parkland  campus  in  the 
UK's  historic  city  of  Canterbury,  within  easv| 
reach  of  London  and  Continental  Europe,! 
and  with  a  campus  in  the  political  heart  of 
Europe  in  Brussels,  the  University  of  Kenl 
offers  a  friendly,  safe  and  stimulating^ 
onvironment  to  study  a  variety  of  degree* 
courses  at  undergraduate  and  postgraduate^ 
level. 


www.kentac.uk 


TO.  theatre  on  the  cheap! 

Our  guide  to  budget  seats  yields  stage  treats 


Naomi  Skwarna 


You  are  a  student.  You  have  little  money,  and  the 
dollars  you  do  have  are  reserved  for  things  that 
nourish,  enlighten,  or  intoxicate  you.  Maybe  you 
enjoy  theatre,  but  you  don't  know  how  to  do  it, 
where  to  go,  when  to  go,  who  to  go  with,  what  to 
wear,  what  to  see,  and  of  course,  how  much  it  will 
set  you  back.  Below,  you  will  find  The  Varsity's 
guide  to  seeing  theatre  in  this  vibrant,  TTC-ac- 
cessible  city.  Besides  the  obvious,  you'll  also  pick 
up  helpful  tips  to  get  the  most  out  of  your  experi- 
ence, because  going  to  the  theatre  is  about  more 
than  just  watching  the  play. 

YOU'VE  GOT  $10  TO  $15 

Moneybags!  You've  got  a  wealth  of  options  ahead 
of  you.  Most  theatres  in  Toronto  offer  a  pay-what- 
you-can  show  once  per  week,  usually  the  Sun- 
day matinee.  Below  is  a  list  of  theatres  that  offer 
PWYC  performances. 

Buddies  in  Bad  Times:  Buddies,  probably  the 
most  fun  theatre  in  town,  is  Toronto's  gay/lesbi- 
an/queer  theatre.  The  shows  in  their  season  are 
exciting,  diverse  and  always  thought-provoking. 
What  to  wear:  anything  goes  at  Buddies.  If  you 
show  up  wearing  buttless  chaps,  you  probably 
won't  be  alone.  Box  office  opens  at  12:30  p.m., 
show  begins  at  2:30  p.m..  Suggested  donation: 
$10. 

Factory  Theatre:  First  off,  if  you  head  down  to 
the  Factory,  you  also  have  to  go  to  stop  off  New 
York  Subway  (520  Queen  St.  W.)  and  get  a  bur- 
rlto — they're  amazing.  At  the  theatre  get  your 
ticket  early — box  office  opens  at  1:00  p.m.,  show 
begins  at  2:00  p.m. — and  hang  around  to  eaves- 
drop on  strangers.  What  to  wear:  old  jeans,  your 
mom's  poncho — nobody  cares  about  you,  let 
alone  what  you  look  like.  Have  a  beer  at  Intermis- 
sion and  stare  at  the  cool  old  posters  on  the  walls. 
Suggested  donation:  $10. 

Tarragon  Theatre:  strong  actors,  interesting  Ca- 
nadian pieces,  and  a  great  location  by  the  train- 
tracks  at  Howland  and  Bridgman  give  the  Tarra- 


gon its  coveted  punch.  Bring  a  friend  without  a 
nut  allergy  with  whom  you  can  share  a  yummy 
macadamia  nut  cookie  and  a  cranberry  cocktail 
at  intermission.  Sunday  matinees  start  promptly 
at  2:30  p.m.,  box  office  opens  at  1:00  p.m.,  and  it's 
open  seating,  so  show  up  early  to  ensure  you  get 
a  good  spot — the  Tarragon  will  almost  definitely 
be  packed  on  a  Sunday.  Suggested  donation':  they 
say  $15,  we  say  $7.50.  Half-way  there  is  better 
than  no-way  there. 

Theatre  Passe  IVIuraille:  TPM's  season  is  a  bit 

more  modest,  but  that  doesn't  mean  you  shouldn't 
go.  Tip:  From  Feb.  13,  catch  Ahmed  Ghazali's  cap- 
tivating play  The  Sheep  and  the  Whale,  directed 
by  Soheil  Parsa.  Box  office  opens  at  12:00  p.m., 
show  time  Is  2:30  p.m.  Suggested  Donation:  $5. 

Canstage  -  Berkley  St.  Theatre/Bluma  Appel 

Theatre:  So,  Canstage  thinks  they  can  trick  you 
by  putting  their  PWYC  show  on  a  Monday  night. 
The  upside  is  tbat  It's  swankier  to  attend  the  the- 
atre at  night.  Tip:  box  office  opens  at  10:00  a.m., 
so  send  your  minions  down  there  bright  and  ear- 
ly. Seats  are  assigned,  so  ask  to  for  the  best  avail- 
able. Shows  begin  at  8:00  p.m.  Warning:  Canstage 
audiences  tend  to  like  to  talk  at  the  play — antici- 
pating dialogue,  providing  what  they  believe  to 
be  insightful  commentary,  etc. — so  be  prepared 
to  spend  some  time  chewing  on  your  fist  to  keep 
from  using  it.  Recommended  donation:  a  home- 
less man  outside  the  St.  Lawrence  Centre  once 
told  me  that  I  should  buy  a  ticket  for  $1. 1  admired 
his  moxle,  but  still  shelled  out  my  usual  $7.50.  You 
decide... 


YOU'VE  GOT  A  T-CARD  AND  ARE  WILLING  TO 
WAIT/WALK 

The  Harbourfront  Centre:  This  venue  offers 

some  interesting  deals,  although  they  vary  by 
production.  For  the  twice  annual  New  World  Stage 
Festival,  which  is  showcasing  a  fantastic  variety 
of  international  work  right  now,  students  can  get 
$13  rush  seats  13  minutes  before  the  show.  The 
regular  ticket  prices  are  pretty  steep,  so  line  up 


early  and  reap  the  rewards  of  being  a  student. 

Buddies  in  Bad  Times:  Buddies  offers  $15  stu- 
dent tickets  to  any  show  that  go  on  sale  at  6:00 
p.m.  Pick  them  up  in-person  at  the  box  office  with 
valid  student  ID. 

Canadian  Opera  Company:  COC  offers  $20 

tickets  to  anyone  under  30.  They  sell  one  week 
before  opening  night  (check  their  website  for  the 
schedule).  Tickets  are  available  In  person  at  the 
Four  Seasons  Centre,  or  through  the  COC  website 
using  the  promotional  Code  "DEAL."  Valid  photo 
ID  with  your  birthdate  is  required. 

Soulpepper  Theatre  Company:  Soulpepper  of- 
fers a  $28  student  rate,  as  well  as  $20  rush  tickets 
and  $5  rush  tickets  if  you're  under  21.  Valid  stu- 
dent ID  required. 

Tarragon  Theatre:  The  Tarragon  offers  $i8 

to  $20  student-priced  tickets  for  their  Extra  and 
Mainspace  productions.  Book  them  in  advance 
to  make  sure  you  get  a  ticket.  Valid  student  ID 
required. 

T.O.  Tix:  This  downtown  vendor  offers  half- 
price  tickets  to  most  theatrical  productions  (plus 
a  handling  charge),  available  the  day  of  the  per- 
formance or  in  advance,  online  and  in-person  at 
the  T.O.  Tix  Booth  located  at  Dundas  Square  at 
the  corner  of  Yonge  and  Dundas.  Visit  the  T.O. 
Tix  website  (www.totix.ca)  for  a  full  list  of  what's 
available.  They  also  offer  HipTlx,  special  $5  stu- 
dent tickets,  on  the  web  or  at  the  booth.  Remem- 
ber to  exchange  your  confirmation  printout  for 
tickets  at  the  theatre.  Valid  student  ID  required 
for  HipTlx. 

Hart  House  Theatre:  This  on-campus  desti- 
nation offers  $12  student  tickets  online  at  www. 
uofttix.ca  to  all  of  their  shows — including  UC  Fol- 
lies' production  of  Nine  which  opens  this  Thurs- 
day. 

Previews:  Previews  are  the  performances  that 
go  up  before  the  official  opening  of  a  production. 
Most  of  these  theatres  offer  preview  tickets  at 


prices  between  $10  and  $20.  This  can  either  be 
really  interesting  or  tortuous.  It's  a  coin-toss — 
which  is  all  part  of  the  allure. 


YOU'VE  GOT  NOTHING  BUT  YOUR  TWO 
CALLOUSED  HANDS: 

Sing  for  your  supper:  Once  a  month  (next  is 
tonight!),  in  the  back  of  the  Sparrow  (92  Ossing- 
ton)  this  free  play  reading  series  lets  you  watch  or 
read  new  scripts  by  local  playwrights. 

Volunteer:  Are  you  ready  to  earn  your  theatre? 
Buddies,  Factory,  Tarragon,  Passe  Muraille,  and 
many  of  the  festivals  that  occur  over  the  course 
of  the  year  (like  the  Fringe  And  Summerworks) 
are  often  looking  for  volunteer  ushers  and  other 
front-of-house  help.  What's  in  it  for  you?  Free 
tickets  in  return  for  your  toll!  Visit  the  websites  of 
whichever  theatre  you're  interested  in  for  more 
detailed  instructions  with  regard  to  being  a  vol- 
unteer. 

IFYOU'RE  FEELING  SNEAKY.... 

We  don't  endorse  the  following  technique — but  if 
you  try  to  sneak  In  you  can  assuage  your  guilty 
conscience  with  the  knowledge  that  some  theatre 
greats  have  had  the  same  idea.  British  playwright 
Tom  Stoppard  once  described  how  he  would 
get  into  plays  he  couldn't  afford  as  a  young  man. 
Knowing  that  ushers  don't  check  tickets  to  re-en- 
ter the  theatre  after  the  first  act,  Stoppard  would 
slip  in  with  the  crowd  at  the  first  interval,  and  find 
a  seat  (particularly  easy  if  people  leave  after  the 
opening  act).  So,  he  could  see  at  least  half  a  play 
for  zero  dollars — relying  only  upon  devious,  fox- 
like cunning. 

Whatever  your  route  to  seeing  theatre  In  To- 
ronto, you  have  a  number  of  relatively  simple, 
law-abiding  ways  that  will  provide  you  with  what 
you're  looking  for  at  an  accessible  price.  Many  of 
these  details  are  subject  to  change,  so  confirm 
with  the  theatre  before  you  set  a  date.  Now  get 
your  bum  In  a  seat! 
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9KI&  SNOWBOARD 
SCHOOL 


READING  WEEK  AT 
MT.  STE-ANNE  /  LE  MASSIF 


Feb.  11 -16  or  Feb.  18-23 


^  5  days  skiing/snowboarding 

9  Accommodation 

®  Travel  via  motor  coach 

^  All  taxes  &  gratuities 


FROM  $5^^ 


23"'  Year 


(416)  487-5271  •www.snowhawks.com 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 
now  I  want  to 

stand  up 
for  the  public" 


Meet  Andrew. 

To  build  on  his  education  and  get  the  skill  set  employers 
were  looking  for,  Andrew  earned  his  Postgraduate  Certificate 
in  Public  Administration  from  Humber  in  only  3  semesters. 
He  now  works  for  the  Ministry  of  Community  and 
Social  Services.  We  think  he's  found  the  meaningful 
career  he  always  wanted. 

Public  Administration,  Postgraduate  Certificate 
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The  Business  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 
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A  meal  your  budget  can  handle . . . 
Macaroni  ^  cheese 
Tourtiere  •  Potato  Salad 
Pound  Cake 
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Freeze  frame 


Why  winter  is  Hollywood's  dump  season 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


It's  a  rule  of  thumb  that  when  the 
weather  gets  cold,  Hollywood's  qual- 
ity tanks.  Dedicated  moviegoers  who 
plan  on  catching  a  flick  over  the  next 
month  will  be  hard-pressed  to  warm 
up  to  any  of  the  new  releases  from  ma- 
jor studios.  January  and  February  are 
generally  considered  "dump  months" 
for  the  movie  industry,  meaning  that 
this  is  when  studios  rid  themselves  of 
films  they  expect  to  receive  chilly  re- 
views. And  this  year  is  no  exception. 

A  glance  at  the  movies  that  opened 
in  wide-release  last  month  reveals 
the  mentally  challenged  laugh-trap 
Epic  Movie,  the  werewolf  romance 
unforgiveably  entitled  Blood  &  Choco- 
late, and  the  previously  shelved  Ve- 
gas hitman  flick  Smokin'  Aces,  which 
features  a  Cctst  of  solid  C-list  "talent" 
(Ryan  Reynolds,  Ben  Affleck,  and  rap- 
per Common).  All  these  got  released 
in  January;  all  bombed  with  film  crit- 
ics. 

One  telling  sign  of  dubious  quality 
was  the  fact  that  none  of  these  films 
were  screened  for  critics  before  their 
release.  This  is  a  well-known  market- 
ing tactic  employed  by  movie  studios 
when  they  know  that  they're  sitting 
on  a  bomb.  By  not  offering  pre-screen- 
ings,  they  push  back  the  avalanche  of 
negative  reviews  until  after  the  open- 
ing weekend  box  office  numbers  are 
counted. 

Add  those  to  duds  already  released, 
like  Cedric  the  Entertainer's  idiotic 
spy  romp.  Code  Name:  The  Cleaner, 
formulaic  classroom  drama  Freedom 
Writers,  Justin  Timberlake's  long-de- 
layed, "thug-lite"  film  Alpha  Dog,  and 
our  favourite  example  of  sneaky  mar- 
keting. Primeval — the  "serial  killer" 
they  talk  about  in  the  ad  is  a  freaking 
crocodile!  Lame! 

The  forecast  for  February  doesn't 
look  good,  either.  Like  a  duo  of  de- 
ranged luchadors,  franchise  flick  Han- 
nibal Rising  and  the  painfully  point- 
less Eddie  Murphy  vehicle  Norbit 
tag-team  up  to  body-slam  the  crap 
out  of  audience  hopes.  I  don't  know 


In  this  scene  from  Epic  Mavie,  Rico  Rodriguez  (top)  represents  Hollywood's  January 
junk  cinema,  like  Smokin'  Aces,  and  Primeval,  while  Kai  Penn  (below)  represents  the 
moviegoing  public. 


what's  worse:  Murphy  slapping  on  the 
latex  and  drag  for  another  multiple- 
role-but-only-one-joke  schtickfest,  or 
the  thought  that  it  might  overshadow 
his  potential  Oscar  win  for  best  sup- 
porting actor  in  Dreamgirls. 
Audiences  might  have  more  fun  if 


Canada's  Cheapest  Student 
Flights  to  London. 


AIRLINES 


Zoom  has  offered  Travel  CUTS 
customers  an  additional  $75  off* 
their  already  incredibly  low  fares. 

BOOK  EARLY,  ONLY  AT  TRAVEL  CUTS. 

*Ask  our  agents  for  details  and  availability. 


187  College  St.  (416)  979-2406 

UTSC  Student  Centre  Suite  149 
(416)  283-0009 

UTM  Student  Centre,  East  Wing 
(905)  820-1162 
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Canada 's  Student  Travel  Experts 

www.travelcuts.com 

1-888-FLY-CUTS  (359-2887) 


studios  did  mash-ups  of  their  worst 
films.  For  example:  the  "thugs"  from 
Alpha  Dog  skip  their  Freedom  Writers 
class,  dress  up  like  fat  black  chicks, 
kidnap  a  kid  from  a  Stomp'in'  stepping 
crew  only  to  find  out  that  the  boy  is 
young  Hannibal  Lecter,  who  is  then 
bitten  by  a  chocolate  loving  werewolf. 
The  CIA  dispatches  The  Cleaner  and 
some  competing  hitman  squads  from 
Smokin'  Aces  to  catch  everyone,  but 
they  just  end  up  killing  each  other. 
Meanwhile,  Hannibal  the  werewolf 
gets  eaten  by  the  crocodile  from  Pri- 
meval, who  turns  out  to  be  Eddie  Mur- 
phy in  a  latex  suit.  Hannibal  bursts 
out  of  his  stomach  and  then  wears 
Murphy's  skin  on  his  blind  date  with 
Mandy  Moore — oh  wait!  This  is  just 
the  plot  of  Epic  Movie  2\ 

The  reason  studios  dump  so  much 
garbage  in  these  months  is  that  these 
films  simply  can't  compete  with  glitzy 
summer  blockbusters,  nor  can  they 
stand  up  to  the  quality  of  the  fall  crop 
of  awards  hopefuls. 

While  the  studios  unload  these  new 
undesirables,  they  also  tend  to  offer 
victory  laps  to  films  like  Pan's  Laby- 
rinth, Babel  and  Dreamgirls  that  have 
won  Golden  Globes  and/or  received 
Oscar  nods. 

The  vacuum  left  by  the  absence  of 
quality  new  releases  is  also  partially 
filled  by  last  year's  best  foreign  films. 
13  Tzameti,  The  Italian,  and  Oscar 
hopeful  The  Lives  of  Others  are  finally 
beginning  to  trickle  into  Toronto  the- 
atres. 

So  while  studios  turn  our  multi- 
plexes into  black  boxes  of  despair, 
the  best  option  for  moviegoers  is  to 
either  catch  up  on  foreign  gems  from 
the  previous  year,  or  see  each  film 
nominated  for  Best  Picture. 
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PACKAGING  HEAT:  FROM 
THE  NRA  TO  NWA 

At  a  time  where  mainstream  hip  hop 
has  seemingly  morphed  into  a  con- 
test for  the  title  of  "Gangsta  Most 
Likely  to  Succeed,"  it's  no  surprise 
that  our  friend  Fiddy  has  become  the 
reigning  prince  of  the  biz.  With  lines 
like  "Come  with  my  gun  smokin',  you 
can  smell  death"  among  the  more 
printable  gems  from  the  "bullet- 
proof" MC's  lyrical  arsenal,  has  hip 
hop  become  a  major  player  in  the 
gun  crime  epidemic? 

Enter  the  Babylon  System:  Un- 
packing Gun  Culture  from  Samuel 
Colt  to  50  Cent  by  Christian  Pearce 
and  Rodrigo  Bascunan  attempts 
to  situate  hip  hop's  role  within  the 
much  larger  realm  of  gun  culture. 
Through  interviews  with  everybody 
from  politicians  to  criminals,  activ- 
ists to  gangsters,  corporate  bigwigs 
to  academics  and  finally,  to  artists 
like  Talib  Kweli  and,  of  course,  50 
Cent,  the  authors  reveal  a  truth  that 
is  as  fascinating  as  it  is  disturbing. 
It's  like  Bowling  for  Columbine  for 
the  hip  hop  generation,  minus  the 
smarmy,  sensationalist  bullshit. 

Co-founders  of  Canadian  hip  hop 
magazine  Pound,  Bascunan  and 
Pearce  are  quick  to  voice  their  dis- 
approval of  hip  hop's  irresponsible 
gun  talk,  but  the  evidence  they  lay 
out  over  the  course  of  four  dense 
"chambers"  (a  cute  alternative  to 
having  "chapters")  points  to  a  ne- 
farious system  that  owes  more  to 
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the  legacy  of  Charlton  Heston's 
NRA  than  from  that  of,  say.  Dr.  Ore's 
NWA. 

Long  before  50  Cent  began  wax- 
ing poetic  about  his  skill  with  a 
MAC-10,  popular  culture  provided 


its  share  of  scapegoats  for  crimes 
committed  by  society's  impression- 
able youth.  Of  course,  the  comic 
books  and  rock  n'  roll  that  spooked 
our  grandparents'  generation  seem 
totally  benign  when  compared  to 
the  gratuitous  thug  life  depicted  in 
so  much  of  today's  commercial  hip 
hop.  (Remember  when  Bill  Haley 
and  His  Comets  sprayed  Buddy  Hol- 
ly and  the  Big  Bopper  with  bullets 
for  stepping  on  their  turf?  Yeah,  me 
neither.) 

Today,  hip  hop  is  often  the  loudest 
voice  representing  disenfranchised 
youth  from  crime-ridden,  low-in- 
come communities.  Sadly  it  is  also 
often  the  only  arena  these  kids  have 
for  self-expression.  As  such,  hip  hop 
is  a  reflection  of  a  system  of  oppres- 
sion and  injustice,  and  Bascunan 
and  Pearce  take  a  skillful  approach 
to  shedding  light  on  its  complexi- 
ties.—KELLI  KORDUCKI 


Rating:  VVVW 


Call  for  performers  &  participants 
SOUNDS  OF  CHANGE 

An  annual  campus  celebration  of  music,  spoken  word,  performance 
and  other  creative  sounds  challenging  racism  and  other  inequities. 


Can  you  sing?  Play  an  instrument?  Recite  a 
poem  or  organize  an  exhibition/debate? 

HELP  US  MAKE  A  BEHER  WORLD! 
MARCH  21  ST 

International  Day  for  the  Elimination 
of  Racial  Discrimination 


For  more  information  visit  www.equity.utoronto.ca  or  call  416-978-2196 


now 


is  a  good  thing 


the  SPC  Card™ gets  you  exclusive  discounts  at  hundreds  of  Canadian  retailers. 


come  in  today  or  call 

1-800-HRBLOCK 

hrblock.ca 


H&R  BLOCK' 


EMHR  F8R^  CHANCC  T8  WtN  a  trip  for  two 

to  a  SECRET  DESTINATION  to  see 

^  LIVE  IN  CONCERT 


rockwithblock.ca 


individual  results  vary. ''  Offers  vaiid  from  08/0  !/06  lintii  07/3 1/07.  Valid  at  participating  locations  in  Canada  only.  For  Cardholder  only.  Offers  may  vary,  restrictions  may  apply.  Usage  may  be  restriaed  when  used  in 
conjunction  witii  any  other  offer  or  retailer  toyalty  card  discounts.  Cannot  be  used  towards  the  purchase  of  gift  cards  or  certificates.  'To  qualify,  student  must  present  either  (i)  a  T2202a  documenting  4  or  mor«  montfis  of  fuli-time 
attendance  at  a  college  or  university  during  2006  oi  (li)  a  valid  high  school  ideniification  card.  Expires  July  31,  2007.  Valid  only  at  participating  H&R  Block  locations  in  Canada.  "NO  PURCHASE  NECESSARY  TO  ENTER  OR  WIN. 
Purchase  of  HSR  Block  products  or  services  will  not  increase  chances  or  winning.  Begins  2/1/07  and  ends  5/15/07.  Open  to  legal  residents  of  Canada  (excluding  Quebec  residents)  wiio  are  13  or  old©  and  were  full-time  studenis 
liii  low  Of  moif  nionlhs  duiintj  2006  jI  a  hiijh  sdwiol,  colluge  oi  iinive rsiiy.  TIkjo  will  be  1  laiidorn  diaw  to  award  Ihc  pmi  Skill  Itsliiiq  iiut>4lion  reqitiicd  lor  awarrl  ol  pii/e.  See  www.rockwilhbluck.oi  ioi  Ollicial  Rulos  and  linw 
to  play  without  purr  hose  Odds  of  winning  vary  based  on  pnrtiripatinn  Void  in  Queb«-  and  where  prohibited 


Invest  in 
yourself 

WOVsof 
Students 

Page  3  or 
www.harthouse.ca 

It's 
your 

money... 

have  a  say 
in  how  if s 
spent! 
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Blues  roll  with  the  best 

U  of  T's  win  streak  snapped  at  seven,  but  they  beat  Ottawa  at  buzzer 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


With  two  weeks  left  in  the  regular  season, 
Men's  Basi<etball  (11-7)  is  jockeying  for  posi- 
tion while  also  competing  to  host  a  playoff 
game.  Currently  in  fifth  place  with  22  points, 
U  of  T  has  a  7-2  record  at  home,  but  play  three 
of  their  next  four  games  on  the  road. 

Rival  Lions  ahead 

First  up  are  rivals  York  (12-6)  in  a  Friday 
night  match-up  that  will  decide  third  place 
in  the  Ontario  University  Athletic  East  divi- 
sion. The  Lions  have  the  best  offence  in  the 
league,  averaging  over  77  points  per  contest, 
and  have  three  starters  among  the  league's 
top  15  scorers:  forward  Daniel  Eves  at  18.5 
points  per  game,  guard  Rohan  Steen  at  16.5, 
and  centre  Jordan  Foebel  at  14.7. 

But  the  Blues  have  been  one  of  the  best 
teams  in  the  nation  at  stopping  opposition, 
allowing  a  paltry  62.5  points  over  40  minutes. 
And  the  last  time  these  two  teams  met  on  Jan. 
20,  the  Blues  trounced  the  Lions  89-61. 

"York  is  a  big  game  for  us,"  said  coach  Mike 
Katz.  "A  win  would  help  our  chances  for  third 
place,  but  we  know  it's  about  performing  in 
the  playoffs." 

When  asked  about  the  team's  desire  for  a 
home  game,  Katz  replied  that  it  isn't  foremost 
on  their  minds. 

"We  still  want  it,  but  as  the  last  few  years 
have  shown,  it  doesn't  guarantee  success. 
It  can  work  against  you,  so  you  can't  worry 
about  it." 

In  the  past  two  years,  the  Blues  have  had 
a  spotty  first  round  history,  claiming  a  56-49 
victory  on  the  road  before  dropping  a  64-56 
defeat  at  home,  each  year  to  Queen's  Univer- 
sity. 

While  a  win  at  York  would  be  a  huge  gain 
for  the  Blues,  it  will  be  for  naught  unless  U 
of  T  can  stay  focused  when  they  travel  to 
Laurentian  (5-13)  Saturday,  before  having  a 
home-and-home  with  Ryerson  (6-12)  to  close 
the  season  next  week. 

Carleton  foul-up 

In  recent  action,  the  Blues  hosted  the  top 
two  teams  in  the  league,  upsetting  Canadian 
Interuniversity  Sport's  ninth-ranked  Ottawa 
Gee-Gees  (15-4)  70-68  Friday  before  dropping 
a  70-63  defeat  to  Carleton  Saturday.  The  Ra- 
vens (17-2)  are  atop  the  OUA  and  are  ranked 
third  best  in  the  nation  by  the  CIS. 

The  Blues  had  been  looking  to  avenge  their 
56-59  defeat  to  Carleton  on  Jan.  5,  and  U  of  T 


Coach  Mike  Katz  (middle)  plans  U  of  T's  strategy  in  the  second  half  of  Saturday's  game  against  Carleton.  The 
visiting  Ravens  defeated  the  Blues  70-65. 


kept  up  with  the  Ravens  before  foul  trouble 
caught  up  with  the  Blues.  Forwards  Mike  Wil- 
liams and  Mohammad  Safarzadeh  fouled  out, 
and  Nick  Snow  was  unable  to  play,  said  Katz. 

"By  the  time  we  finished  the  game,  we  were 
playing  small  at  four  positions,"  the  coach 
said.  "But  we  battled,  and  in  all  it  was  a  pret- 
ty good  weekend  against  two  great  teams. 


"We've  been  playing  well,  but  so  have  a  lot 
of  other  teams.  It's  been  a  tough,  competitive 
league  this  year,  and  it's  been  fun." 

Ottawa  buzzer  beater 

The  night  before,  the  Blues  were  able  to  make 
up  a  58-59  loss  to  Ottawa  Jan.  6,  as  Williams 


hit  a  fall-away  jumper  with  six  tenths  of  a 
second  left  to  post  a  70-68  victory  for  U  of  T. 
The  fifth-year  forward  had  10  rebounds  along 
with  15  points,  his  last  two  leading  to  an  erup- 
tion from  the  crowd  and  chest-thumping  on 
the  court,  a  complete  reversal  from  the  Jan.  6 
game.  With  only  seconds  remaining,  Williams 
was  at  the  line  shooting  two,  only  to  miss  the 
first  to  give  the  game  to  the  Gee-Gees. 

"It  was  a  great  game  winner,  and  was  tre- 
mendous redemption  for  Mike  after  the  last 
game  at  Ottawa,"  Katz  said.  "It  was  a  fabu- 
lous game,  as  execution  went  well  for  both 
teams." 

A  quick  start  by  the  Blues  had  them  up  21- 
12,  but  turnovers  by  U  of  T  led  to  a  Gee-Gees 
rally.  Josh  Gibson-Bascombe,  the  6-4  point 
guard  who  leads  Ottawa  in  scoring  with  14.5 
points  per  game,  stole  a  Mike  Di  Giorgio  pass, 
before  finishing  a  three-point  play  to  have  the 
Gee-Gees  on  top  26-25.  He  would  score  four 
more  to  cap  an  18-7  run  by  the  visitors,  and 
led  all  scorers  with  14  points  at  the  half.  The 
Blues  kept  up  with  Gibson-Bascombe  by  hit- 
ting three  straight  from  behind  the  arc,  and 
the  two  teams  went  into  the  half  tied  at  36. 

Fight  to  the  finish 

Both  teams  stayed  neck-and-neck  until  ten 
minutes  to  play,  when  the  Gee-Gees  took 
a  56-50  lead.  They  also  reached  the  max  in 
team  fouls,  and  the  Blues  were  able  to  come 
back  thanks  to  a  steady  diet  from  the  free- 
throw  line.  With  six  minutes  left.  Blues  guard 
Nick  Magalas  took  a  charge  off  Gibson-Bas- 
combe, sending  the  point  guard  to  the  bench 
as  U  of  T  tied  it  at  59. 

The  game  repeatedly  came  to  a  halt,  as  the 
referees  whistled  every  tight  call  in  the  last 
two  minutes.  One  play  had  the  players  look- 
ing up  in  disbelief  following  an  embarrassing 
jump-ball  call  after  a  five-man  scramble  at 
the  1:37  mark. 

Tied  at  65  with  under  a  minute  to  play, 
guard  De  Giorgio  nailed  a  trey  to  put  the 
Blues  ahead  by  three.  Fresh  off  the  bench, 
Gibson-Bascombe  responded  with  a  jumper 
behind  the  arc,  scoring  the  last  three  of  his 
20  points  to  tie  it  at  68. 

Twenty  seconds  remained,  and  De  Giorgio 
dribbled  the  ball  past  mid-court  as  the  time 
ticked  off.  With  five  seconds  left,  he  launched 
a  three  that  rimmed  out.  Williams  blocked 
out  and  gathered  the  rebound,  pump-faking 
before  throwing  up  the  shot.  Ottawa's  for- 
ward Curtis  Shakespeare  blocked  it,  but  Wil- 
liams recovered  the  ball  and  as  he  fell  away 
from  Shakespeare's  out-stretched  hand,  he 
nailed  the  baseline  jumper  for  the  victory. 


//SPORTS  IN  BRIEF 


Men's  Volleyball 
back  in  losing  habit 

Having  lost  their  last  four.  Men's  Vol- 
leyball (9-10)  needs  a  victory  over 
Queen's  this  weekend  to  cement  a 
post-season  appearance.  The  Gold- 
en Gaels  (16-2)  lead  the  Ontario  Uni- 
versity Athletic  with  32  points,  and 
defeated  the  Blues  3-2  on  Oct.  28. 

Currently  in  sixth  place,  U  of  T 
is  in  the  playoffs  with  a  win  over 
Queen's  this  Friday.  If  the  Blues  do 
not  post  a  victory,  Windsor  (8-11) 
might  be  able  to  seize  the  last  play- 
off spot. 


In  recent  action,  U  of  T  has  lost 
their  last  four,  all  on  the  road. 
Guelph  defeated  the  Blues  3-0  Fri- 
day before  McMaster  put  down  U 
of  T  3-1  Saturday.  Ryerson  and  York 
both  posted  3-0  victories  over  the 
Blues  last  weekend. 
—CHRISTOPHE  POIRIER 

Blues  bounce  back 
with  four  straight  wins 

Women's  Volleyball  (16-1)  clinched 
the  OUA  East  division  and  will  try  to 
finish  as  the  top  team  in  the  league 
this  weekend. 


Traveling  to  McMaster  (14-3)  Fri- 
day before  hosting  Brock  (7-10)  Sat- 
urday, U  of  T  can  take  the  top  playoff 
spot  if  they  win  out  and  if  Western 
Ontario  (16-1)  loses  to  either  Wind- 
sor (3-14)  or  Lakehead  (2-15)  this 
week.  Western  defeated  the  Blues 
3-1  Jan.  21  to  take  the  head-to-head 
advantage. 

Over  the  weekend,  the  Blues  were 
able  to  squeak  out  a  3-2  victory  here 
over  Ottawa  Saturday  following  a  3- 
0  win  at  Guelph.  Last  weekend,  U  of 
T  took  a  3-0  decision  at  their  cross- 
town  rivals  Ryerson  before  defeat- 
ing hosts  York  3-2  Saturday. 
—CP. 


U  of  T  Badminton 
competes  in  Open 

U  of  T's  Women's  team  took  the  top 
four  spots  in  singles  event  at  the  To- 
ronto Boulevard  Open  Jan.  19-20.  Cyn- 
thia Cheng  defeated  Carin  Ho  21-7  and 
21-6  in  the  final,  while  Shilin  Cheung 
defeated  Stephanie  Cheung  2-0  in  the 
bronze  medal  match.  Andy  Lam  took 
fourth  in  the  Men's  singles. 

The  Men's  doubles  team  of  Lam  and 
Mike  Lawler  finished  second,  while 
the  Women's  Caroline  Cheung  and 
Hui  Leung  took  the  Women's  top  spot, 
winning  21-8,  21-18.  —CP. 
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Ranking  Europe's 
top  ten  clubs 

GAURAV  THAPA  ranks  UEFA's  best  before  the 
Champions  knock-out  stage 


With  the  first  leg  of  the  Champions 
League  knockout  phase  to  start  later 
this  month,  the  magnifying  glass  has 
focused  on  the  top  European  teams 
as  they  pursue  their  league's  tourna- 
ment cups.  This  has  allowed  a  few  fa- 
miliar faces  to  bask  in  the  limelight. 

1.  Manches- 
ter United 

(20-3-3  vs. 
Domestic  League 
/  In  fifth  round  of 
FA  Cup) 

While  most 
of  the  other 
leagues  were  busy  hibernating,  Unit- 
ed put  up  a  string  of  splendid  perfor- 
mances that  have  enthralled  their 
supporters.  It's  not  just  the  wins,  but 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  come, 
that  has  Manchester  atop  2007's  first 
ranking.  The  Red  Devils  have  15  dif- 
ferent goalrscorers  so  far  this  season, 
and  have  yet  to  be  shutout.  Sunday's 
four-nil  victory  over  Tottenham  fea- 
tured four  different  scorers  and  once 
again  highlighted  what  great  team 
spirit  this  squad  enjoys. 

2.  Inter- 
nazionale 
Milano  (18-3- 
0  /  Face  Roma 
in  Coppa  Italia 
final) 

"The  same 
players,  the 
same  clubs,  but  this  year  somehow 
you  just  feel  it's  a  cleaner  game."  This 
was  how  an  announcer  built  up  the 
Clacio  Serie  A  on  ESPN  Asia,  and  it 
is  time  to  put  the  spotlight  back  on 
one  Italian  Club  for  the  right  reasons. 
14  straight  wins  by  Inter  is  truly  a  re- 
markable performance. 

3.  Barcelona 

(12-7-2 /Lost  first 
legO-lofCopa  Del 
Rey  quarterfinal) 
They  have  done 
remarkably  well 
to  stay  on  top  of 
the  league  in  Eto'o's  and  Messi's  ab- 
sence, thanks  in  large  part  to  the  scor- 
ing presence  of  Saviola  and  Gudjohn- 
sen.  But  Eto'o  is  back,  and  Ronaldinho 
should  be  fit  in  two  weeks,  just  in  time 
to  be  at  full  strength  to  face  Liverpool 
at  Camp  Nou  when  the  Champions 
League  Match  day  seven  kicks  off. 

4.  Werder  Bre- 

AF\      men  (13-3-4 /Out 
of  DFB-Pokal/German 

"  Kr      Bremen  continues 
^^Aj^       to  play  free-flowing 
football,  despite  be- 
ing three  points  be- 
hind league  leaders 
Schalke  04.  Miroslav  Klose  continues 
to  score  at  will,  as  questions  arise  as 
to  whether  a  bigger  club  awaits  him  at 
the  end  of  this  season. 

5.  Arsenal 

(13-7-5 /Face 
Chelsea  in  Carling 
Cup  final;  drew 
fourth  round 
fixture  against 
Bolton) 
Humiliating  Liv- 
erpool in  both  cup  fixtures  and  then 
securing  the  double  over  United  has 
given  the  Gunners  both  ammunition 


and  bragging  rights  over  their  rival 
supporters.  More  importantly,  a  2-1 
victory  over  Manchester  United  pre- 
vented the  league  title  race  from  be- 
ing over.  Henry  seems  back  to  his  best 
and  is  starting  to  rack  up  the  goals. 

6.  Schalke 

04  (14-3-3 
/Out  of  DFB- 
Pokal/German 
Cup) 

Schalke  not 
only  left  Bre- 
men with  a  2-0 
win,  but  they  came  out  unscathed  and 
injury-free;  Managing  a  clean  sheet 
has  extended  their  unbeaten  streak 
to  nine  games,  giving  Schalke  three 
points  over  Werder  Bremen,  and  an 
ever-so-slight  advantage  in  goal  dif- 
ference. It  might  be  just  enough  in 
this  fiercely  contested  league. 

7.  Sevilla  (13-3-5 
/Drew 0-0 first  leg 
of  Copa  Del  Rey 
quarter-final) 

They  might  not 
have  the  stars, 
but  Sevilla  have 
been  quietly  going 
about  their  business  and  stand  just 
one  point  behind  leaders  Barcelona. 
While  leading  marksman  Frederic 
Kanoute  missed  Sunday's  fixture  due 
an  injury,  he  still  leads  Europe's  Gold- 
en Boot  standings  with  16  goals.  If  Se- 
villa is  to  be  favoured  the  rest  of  the 
way,  they  will  need  Kanoute's  lovely 
shot  in  the  next  round  of  UEFA  cup. 

8.  AS  Roma  (14- 
4-3  /  Face  Inter  in 
Coppa  Italia  final) 
In  these  dark 
hours  for  futbol 
in  Italy,  Roma  has 
managed  to  be 
the    only  bright 

spot.  Amid  the  chaos  and  the  calls 
for  a  crackdown  on  crowd  violence 
following  the  death  of  a  policeman 
in  the  Sicilian  derby,  Roma's  style  of 
play  shows  why  Italian  fans  still  care 
about  the  Calcio.  They  have  made 
huge  strides  towards  removing  the 
defensive  mentality  the  league  had 
embraced  over  the  past  decade. 

9.  Chelsea  (17- 
6-3  /  Face  Arsenal 
in  Carling  Cup  final, 
in  fifth  round  of  FA 
Cup) 

Chelsea  is  com- 
ing off  a  terrible 
holiday,  drawing  games  they  should 
have  won  while  picking  up  injuries 
to  almost  all  of  their  defenders.  Last 
season,  Chelsea's  success  was  largely 
due  to  the  depth  of  their  squad.  Losing 
that  that  depth  this  year  might  prove 
to  be  their  downfall. 

10.  Liverpool 

FC  (15-5-6/ 
Eliminated  from 
FA  and  Carling 
Cup) 

Liverpool  has 
started  to  play 
well,  as  a  2-0 
victory  over  Chelsea  can  attest. 
Hopefully  this  club's  new  owners 
will  teach  them  how  to  branch  out 
and  do  business  on  various  fronts 
simultaneously. 


VARSITY  BLUES 
THIS  WEEK 

VOLLEYBALL 
Saturday,  February  iO 

Men  vs.  Queen's  I  p.nn. 
Women  vs.  Brock  -  3  p.m. 
Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 

HOCKEY 

Sunday,  February  i  I 

Women  vs.  Brock  -  7:30  p.m. 
Varsity  Arena 

DON'T  FORGET 


OUA  WRESTLING 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
February  17,2007 

Athletic  Centre  Sports  Gym 


All  U  of  T  students 
FREE  for  regular  season. 


BOX  OFFICE 


SUMMER  CAMP  NORTH 
OF  MONTREAL: 

Hiring  instructors  for  in-line  skate  park, 
high  ropes/climbing,  waterski,  wind- 
surf,  sailing,  canoeing,  kayaking,  swim, 
tennis,  basketball,  soccer,  gymnastics, 
archery,  football,  baseball,  pottery,  arts 
&  crafts,  beads/jewelry,  jazz  dance, 
electric  guitar,  drama  director,  female 
jr  section  head,  and  nursing  students  to 
assist  camp  doctor  www.mishmar.com, 
camp@mishmarcom 

INTELLIGENT  ENERGETIC,  BRIGHT 
MINDS  NEEDED 

To  fill  available  positions  as  parking  atten- 
dants. Flexible  hours,  flexible  schedule. 
Located  in  downtown  Toronto  by  the  lake. 
Call  Roberto  -  (416)  230-1452.  $10/hr 

VETERINARY  ASSISTANT,  P/T, 
IN  THE  ANNEX 

Fax  resume  to  Jill  (416)  537-3652. 

ENGLISH  READING  BUDDY  - 
TUTOR  WANTED 

11  year  old,  Grade  6  student  needs  help 
reading  English,  Once  per  week,  negotia- 
ble day  (Monday  to  Friday),  approximately 
4:30  -  6:30  pm.  Call  Davi:  416-921-0663. 

FRENCH  READING  BUDDY  - 
TUTOR  WANTED 

11  year  old,  Grade  6  student  needs  help 
reading  French,  Once  per  week,  negotia- 
ble day  (Monday  to  Friday),  approximately 
4:30-6:30  prfi.  Call  Davi:  416-921-0663. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 

GIANT  BOOK,  SOFTWARE,  CD  SALE 

Large  selection  of  bestsellers;  law,  biog- 
raphy health,  history,  politics,  dictionar- 
ies, kids,  business,  educational,  fiction, 
textbooks,  and  French  literature,  all  at 
discounted  prices.  421  Spadina.  416-754- 
4000. 


services! 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING 
EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
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PC  COMPUTER  SERVICE 

Free  estimate.  25%  discount  for  U  of  T 
students.  Repairs  and  upgrades  at  your 
home.  Microtronics  co.  Phone:  416-423- 
6069,  Cell:  416-669-5700 


GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)- 
785-8898. 

TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 
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'THE  STUDENTS  UNITED  WILL  NEVER  BE  DEFEATED! '  Wailed  Khogali  and  Vlad  Glebov,  two  UTM  student  leaders,  lead  thousands  of  university  students  down  Bloor  Street  West  yesterday  afternoon  towards  Queen's  Park. 


Students  from  across  the  province  demonstrate  at  Queen's  Park 
demanding  lower  tuition  fees 


Jasimin  Curtin,  Rob  Duffy, 

Naushad  All  Husein, 

Felicia  Moursalien,  &  Afshan  Makhani 

In  the  face  of  bitter  wind,  freezing  tem- 
peratures and  a  seemingly  chilly  recep- 
tion from  the  provincial  government, 
Ontario's  students  marched  en  masse 
in  the  National  Day  of  Action,  forming 
a  3,000-strong  crowd  at  Queen's  Park 
as  testament  to  their  commitment  to 
fighting  rising  tuition  fees. 

While  the  freezing  students  could  be 
seen  warming  their  hands  on  the  cups 
of  hot  soup  given  out,  the  crowd  was 
animated  more  by  their  passion  for 
the  economic  issues  they  had  come  to 
rally  around. 

"I'm  cold,  but  I  feel  great,  because 
we're  definitely  doing  this  for  a  good 
cause.  We  all  have  debts  to  pay  off, 
and  we're  all  trying  to  contribute  to  the 
future,"  said  Ackisha  Williams,  a  first- 
year  student  at  York.  "1  will  go  through 
the  cold  as  long  as  it  pays  off." 

First-year  U  of  T  student  Carrie  Ngo 
believes  that  tuition  fees  in  Ontario 
should  be  lowered  back  to  2004  levels 
in  order  to  compare  more  favourably 
with  tuition  averages  in  Alberta  and 
Quebec. 

This  sentiment  was  echoed  by 
many  of  the  students  in  attendance, 
and  was  typical  of  many  students'  re- 
sponses to  the  Ontario  government's 


"Reaching  Higher"  plan,  which  stands 
to  increase  tuition  fees  by  more  than 
30  per  cent  in  the  coming  years. 

"As  an  international  student,  my  tu- 
ition fees  are  ridiculously  high.  I'd  be 
quite  content  just  to  pay  Canadian  tu- 
ition," said  first-year  student  Gregory 
Mazzola. 

He  was  impressed  by  the  crowd. 
"There's  a  lot  of  people  who  are  really 
passionate  about  this." 

Some  students,  however,  were  less 
convinced  about  the  prospects  for 
change.  Gabriel  Rempre,  a  second- 
year  student  at  Glendon  College,  did 
not  see  the  Day  of  Action  as  a  water- 
shed event. 

"1  know  that  this  protest  will  not  be 
enough  to  stop  McGuinty's  govern- 
ment from  increasing  the  fees,  but  this 
is  the  first  step." 

The  event  featured  many  notable 
speakers,  who  pumped  up  the  crowd's 
energy  with  a  string  of  frenetic  speech- 
es delivered  in  rapid-fire  succession. 

Speakers  ranged  from  rapper  Kar- 
dinal  Offishall,  a  York  grad,  to  Ontario 
NDP  leader  Howard  Hampton,  who 
reiterated  his  party's  commitment  to 
a  tuition  freeze. 

Hampton  emphasized  that  the  cur- 
rent government  could  prioritize  their 
funding. 

"There  is  a  surplus  at  the  provincial 
level.  It  is  a  matter  of  allocating  this 


to  fund  students'  education.  The  Mc- 
Guinty  government  doesn't  want  to  do 
that." 

Organizers  of  the  event  from  the 
Canadian  Federation  of  Students  indi- 
cated their  disappointment  at  Ontario 
Premier  Dalton  McGuinty's  spurning 
of  the  invitation  extended  to  him. 

In  a  telephone  press  conference 
with  student  reporters,  Chris  Bentley, 
Ontario's  Minister  of  Training,  Col- 
leges and  Universities,  defended  the 
McGuinty  government's  record/ 

"We  delivered  on  our  commit- 
ment," he  said  in  the  conference  call. 
"We  committed  to  a  two-year  tuition 
freeze,  and  there  has  been  a  freeze. 
But  we  did  more  than  that.  We  invest- 
ed $6.2  billion  to  improve  the  quality 
of  post-secondary  education." 

Bentley  mentioned  plans  to  get  more 
money  from  the  federal  government  in 
next  year's  budget,  and  emphasized 
the  need  to  improve  the  quality  of  edu- 
cation through  investment. 

"We  found  a  system  that  was  in 
need  of  improvement,  and  we  invest- 
ed the  money  needed  to  make  those 
improvements,"  he  affirmed. 

Responding  to  concerns  about 
whether  the  fee  hikes  would  limit  ac- 
cess to  education,  Bentley  noted  that 
both  the  number  and  value  of  OSAP 

SEE  DAY  OF  ACTION' -PG  2 


//SNOW  ANGEL 


A  sudden  plunge  in  temperature  transformed  a  pigeon  into  a  striking  Ice  sculp- 
ture that  caught  St.  Mike's  pedestrians  unawares  as  they  passed  by  the  front 
steps  of  Sullivan  House  on  St.  Joseph  St.  on  Monday  evening. 


UTM  students  buried  alive! 


A  controversial  art  exhibit  from  Austria  that  buried  participants 
alive — for  15  minutes,  mind  yoij — raised  hackles  from  a  UTM 
prof.  Read  the  story  at  www.thevarsity.ca 
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FORTUNE^ 

100  BEST 

COMPANIES^ 
TOWORKFOR^ 


Audit  •  Tax  •  Transaction  Advisory  Services 

M  Ernst  &YOUNG 

©?007  FwicX  Y(),;t.(,  i,F 

Quality  In  Everything  We  Do 

news@thevarsity.ca 


3 


//  TVO's  QUEST  FOR  THE  BEST:  FINAL  WEEK 


Class  with  the  spider 


woman 


Karen  Ho 

VARSITY  STAFF 


UTSC  biology  professor  Maydianne 
Andrade's  subjects  are  serious 
about  mating  strategies.  Thinic  sui- 
cidal, cannibalistic  strategies. 

Internationally  recognized  for  her 
studies  on  the  extreme  mating  pat- 
terns of  the  Australian  redback  spi- 
der, Professor  Andrade  is  one  of  six 
U  of  T  finalists  in  TVO's  Top  Lectur- 
ers Competition. 

Her  lecture,  one  of  the  last  in  the 
five-part  series,  will  air  at  4  p.m.  Sat- 
urday and  Sunday. 

Andrade's  Animal  Behaviours 
class  is  often  attention-grabbing, 

"There  was  joking  that  talking 
about  sex  gives  you  a  leg  up,  but  I 
think  [the  subject  of  sex]  is  really 
important  if  you  are  talking  about 
the  evolution  of  animal  behaviours 
and  animal  social  patterns.  It's  sort 
of  the  currency  of  evolution  in  de- 
termining what  traits  get  passed  on 
and  which  don't." 


Over  the  last  10  years,  the  preva- 
lence of  nature  shows  on  television 
has  raised  students'  expectations 
for  entertainment  and  high-tech 
teaching  aids,  she  said. 

"The  students  really  appreciate 
if  they  can  actually  see  the  animal 
in  some  sort  of  way  like  through  full 
colour  pictures  and  it's  much  easier 
to  change  Powerpoint  to  include  rel- 
evant studies  and  other  examples." 

Lectures  on  multiple  types  of  re- 
productive systems  can  easily  be- 
come overwhelming,  so  Andrade  of- 
ten uses  human  examples  to  pique 
students'  interest. 

"[Wednesday]  we  talked  about 
how  dancing  might  be  a  signal  of  ge- 
netic qualities.  That  makes  it  really 
fun  for  the  class." 

To  relate  class  material  to  her 
students,  Andrade  takes  it  one  step 
further. 

"I  introduce  some  personal  ele- 
ments because  of  the  female  men- 
toring aspect,  since  I  am  a  female, 
young  academic  and  I  think  it  does 


benefit  the  students.  My  husband 
[UTSC  professor  Andrew  Mason], 
when  he  talked  about  infant  devel- 
opment he  showed  an  ultrasound  of 
our  daughter,  and  when  I  discussed 
sickle-cell  anemia,  1  mention  how 
it's  carried  in  some  members  of  my 
family  and  how  in  Canada  it's  rare, 
which  leads  into  talks  about  migra- 
tion and  so  on.  1  feel  like  they  get 
bored  with  some  previous  exam- 
ples and  this  brings  a  different  kind 
of  perspective." 

Andrade's  work  won  acclaim, 
such  as  Popular  Science's  "Brilliant 
10,"  Cornell  University's  Robert  H. 
Whittaker  Award  for  biology  pre- 
sentation in  graduate  studies,  and 
a  spot  on  Maclean's  2006  Honour 
Roll.  This  recognition  is  particularly 
meaningful  to  her. 

"The  huge  difference  here  is  that 
[the  focus]  is  on  teaching  and  not 
research.  To  know  that  students 
have  a  good  feeling  about  what 
you're  trying  to  accomplish  is  really 
wonderful." 


Another  day  at  the  office  for  UTSC  biology  professor  Maydianne  Andrade.  Don't  worry, 
though — the  tarantula's  fake! 


■DAY  OF  ACTION'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 


CPS  Ontario  chairperson  Jesse  Greener 

grants  for  post-secondary  education 
have  increased  after  having  been  fro- 
zen for  years  despite  mounting  tuition 
fees. 

Bentley  was  unfazed  when  MPPs 
from  the  NDP  called  on  him  to  cut  tu- 
ition fees. 

"The  NDP  only  talks  about  freezing 
tuition,  but  when  they  had  the  chance, 
they  increased  tuition  fees  by  50  per 
cent." 

Instead,  said  Bentley,  raising  the 
calibre  and  capacity  of  universities  is 
a  provincial  priority. 

"What  1  want  students  to  know  is 
that  there  is  more  space  available 
for  students  who  will  be  coming  in 
the  next  few  years,  and  there  will  a 
higher  quality  of  education  available 
when  they  get  there.  We  decided 
that  the  students  must  also  make  the 
investment,"  he  said.  Profes- 
sors at  York  greatly  encouraged  their 
students  to  go  to  the  protest.  In  fact, 
many  York  university  professors  can- 
celled classes,  and  some  even  par- 
ticipated in  the  protest.  Professors 
from  other  universities  supported 
the  event  by  complying  with  the 
academic  amnesty  that  was  given  to 
students,  excusing  them  for  missed 
classes  and  allowing  them  to  hand  in 
assignments  or  take  tests  at  an  alter- 
nate time. 

For  protestors,  goals  varied  from 
free  or  much  cheaper  education,  to 


having  tuition  fees  tied  to  match  infla- 
tion. 

One  group  was  upset  altogether 
about  "this  crazy  communist  pro- 
test." Angered  by  SAC  and  CFS's  use 
of  student  money,  this  small  group 
formed  a  minority  against  the  sea  of 
purple  tuition  freeze  signs. 

"A  tuition  freeze  will  lower  the  qual- 
ity of  education,"  accused  Trinity 
tubthumper  Gabe  De  Roche.  "When 
spending  student  fees  there  should 
have  been  a  debate  on  the  issue. 
There  wasn't." 

Fearing  the  group  would  provoke 
conflicts  with  the  other  protestors, 
police  asked  them  not  to  join  the 
march.  After  a  couple  minutes  of 
standing  around,  the  anti-protesters 
gave  up  and  went  to  get  lunch. 

Perhaps  owing  to  the  officers'  du- 
tiful intervention,  no  fights  broke 
out,  though  a  few  protestors  chided 
the  anti-protest  group.  One  student 
yelled,  "There's  like  ten  of  you!"  at  the 
group  before  they  departed. 

A  student  at  Osgoode  Hall  wanted 
to  make  it  clear  that  the  anti-protest- 
ers held  "a  minority  point  of  view." 
The  student  felt  that  the  anti-protest- 
ers should  not  be  representing  them- 
selves as  being  from  Trinity,  since 
others  at  Trinity  may  not  share  their 
opinion. 

Challenging  their  argument  that  tu- 
ition fees  have  to  go  up  because  of  in- 
flation, he  brandished  a  flyer  pointing 
out  that  tuition  fees  had  increased 
faster  than  the  national  rate  of  infla- 
tion. 

Though  most  protestors  at  the 
protest  were  polarized  in  one  camp 
or  another,  some  came  touting  their 
own  solutions  to  the  tuition  fee  issue. 

"Tax  the  fuckin'  banks!"  exclaimed 
one  York  firebrand. 


//CORRECTION 


In  our  last  issue  ("Student  centre 
plan  delayed,"  Feb.  5)  we  mis- 
identified  the  person  chairing  the 
Jan.  30  meeting  of  the  Governing 
Council's  planning  and  budget 
committee.  That  person  was  Mir- 
iam Diamond,  not  Rose  Patten,  as 
we  reported.  Sorry. 


Israel  'apartheid'  debate  reignites 


Ben  Spurr 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Next  Monday,  the  third  consecu- 
tive staging  of  Israeli  Apartheid 
Week  at  U  of  T  begins.  Nothing 
much  has  changed  since  its  incep- 
tion— the  Israeli-Palestinian  prob- 
lem is  no  closer  to  being  solved, 
and  lAW  still  stirs  deep  feelings  of 
resentment  in  students  on  both 
sides  of  the  issue — except  that  the 
Israeli  Apartheid  movement  is  get- 
ting bigger. 

Three  years  ago,  labeling  Israel 
an  apartheid  state  seemed  a  novel 
idea  to  most.  But  this  year  for  the 
first  time,  lAW  will  hit  New  York, 
the  major  centre  of  Jewish  culture 
in  North  America,  at  the  same  time 
as  it  is  staged  in  five  other  major 
cities.  And  only  a  few  months  ago 
Jimmy  Carter  published  a  book 
condemning  "the  apartheid  poli- 
cies of  Israel." 

Shaun  Hoffman,  Israel  Affairs 


Chair  of  Hillel  at  U  of  T,  is  adamant 
that  lAW  represents  only  the  most 
extreme  and  intolerant  viewpoint 
on  the  issue. 

"With  the  exception  of  outright 
hate  speech,"  he  said,  "this  is  as 
extreme  a  position  as  you  will  find. 
Essentially  the  call  is  for  the  end  of 
Israel  as  it  exists  today." 

Students  Against  Israeli  Apart- 
heid, the  organization  behind  lAW 
at  U  of  T,  calls  for  a  single-state  so- 
lution, that  would  democratically 
incorporate  Palestinians  into  Israel, 
effectively  ending  the  nation's  exis- 
tence as  a  Jewish  state.  SAIA  likens 
this  solution  to  the  one  that  ended 
apartheid  in  South  Africa,  while 
many  others  see  it  as  an  attack  on 
Jews'  right  to  self-government. 

"It  is  worrying  to  see  the  greater 
widespread  use  .of  the  word  apart- 
heid [in  relation  to  Israel],"  said 
Hoffman.  "But  I  think  it's  something 
that  could  strengthen  the  moderate 
voices  who  now  realize  they  need 


to  speak  up  a  little  bit  louder." 

Nadia  Daar,  spokesperson  for 
SAIA,  believes  that  it  is  among 
moderates  that  the  term  is  becom- 
ing more  acceptable.  "I  definitely 
think  that  in  the  last  year,  in  this 
city  and  globally,  that  the  term  Is- 
raeli Apartheid  is  becoming  more 
and  more  mainstream,  and  that 
more  people  are  becoming  com- 
fortable with  using  it,"  she  said. 

This  year  lAW  will  host  numer- 
ous speakers,  most  notably  Dr.  Ja- 
mal  Zahalqa,  a  Palestinian-Israeli 
member  of  Israeli  parliament  who 
will  speak  Friday  on  "The  Myth  of 
Israeli  Democracy."  The  main  focus 
of  the  week  is  a  call  for  a  campaign 
of  divestment,  boycott  and  sanc- 
tions against  Israel. 

Hillel  has  invited  Israeli  Ambas- 
sador Haim  Divon  to  speak  at  Uni- 
versity College  on  Wednesday,  in 
what  it  calls  a  demonstration  for 
Israel's  acceptance  by  the  interna- 
tional community. 


Prof  flunked  out.  Students  rebel 


Karen  Ho 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  large  student  response  has  grown 
in  the  last  week  expressing  opposi- 
tion to  the  university's  decision  not 
to  grant  tenure  to  the  popular  religion 
UTSC  professor  Robert  Campbell. 
Denial  of  tenure  is  a  de-facto  academ- 
ic death-sentence.  Though  uncom- 
mon at  U  of  T,  it  does  happen  from 
time  to  time. 

With  an  official  statement  of  sup- 
port from  the  Scarborough  Campus 
Students'  Union,  students  have  been 
leading  efforts  to  show  the  popular- 
ity, support  and  high  demand  for 
Campbell's  teaching. 

As  one  of  the  student  organizers, 
Mustafa  Jilani  asserts  "Professor 


Campbell  has  always  been  there  for 
us  as  students,  now  we're  being  there 
for  him.  And  were  not  going  down 
without  a  fight." 

Jilani  has  started  a  Facebook 
group,  and  circulated  a  petition  with 
1,100  signatures. 

"I'm  impressed.  Certainly  in  my 
time  I  haven't  seen  a  kind  of  student 
movement  like  this  [for  a  professor]. 
But  while  I  am  Chair  of  Humanities, 
the  decision  to  grant  tenure  was  ul- 
timately president  Naylor's,"said  Hu- 
manities Chair  Bill  Bowen. 

Bowden  and  UTSC's  Vice-Principal 
&  Dean  Ragnar  Buchweitz,  both  com- 
mented on  the  amount  of  enthusiasm 
shown  by  students. 

"The  role  of  administration  at  Scar- 
borough campus  is  limited  in  pre- 


senting the  recommendations  of  the 
tenure  committee  and  their  evalua- 
tions on  teaching,"  said  Buchweitz, 
who  was  on  temporary  leave  during 
the  tenure  process.  "But  it  is  the  Pres- 
ident who  makes  the  final  decision." 

Last  semester,  Campbell's  Reli- 
gions of  the  West  class  drew  800  stu- 
dents, with  many  on  the  waiting  list. 
He  won  the  UTSC  Teaching  Award  in 
2005  and  last  year  placed  in  the  Top 
30  for  TVO's  Top  Lecturer  Competi- 
tion. 

The  Scarborough  Campus  Stu- 
dent Union  is  spearheading  an  email 
campaign  to  various  members  of  ad- 
ministration, and  fashioning  a  large 
banner  they  plan  to  present  to  uni- 
versity president  David  Naylor  later 
this  month. 
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You  can't  always  get  what  you  want 


Cam  Vidler 

ASSOCIATE  COMMENT  EDITOR 


"Dalton  McGuinty  doesn't  think  you 
have  a  right  to  a  university  educa- 
tion!" piped  a  self-righteous  student 
activist  with  a  megaphone  at  yester- 
day's rally  against  tuition  fees. 

Despite  being  a  heavily-indebted 
student  myself,  I  still  have  to  say 
that  nobody  has  a  "right"  to  post- 
secondary  education.  It  is  an  op- 
portunity extended  to  those  who 
are  intellectually  gifted,  willing  to 
work  hard,  and  ready  to  take  risks 
and  assume  responsibility  for  their 
pursuits. 

I  can  already  hear  the  outrage. 
"But  it  costs  too  much!"  First  of 
all,  try  hocking  the  Uggs  and  the 
Ipod — that  should  free  up  some 
money  for  textbooks.  Tuition  is  al- 
ready subsidized  up  to  75  per  cent 
in  some  cases  by  our  cash-strapped 
provincial  government,  and  the  fees 
passed  on  to  students  are  in  fact  a 
gross  distortion  of  the  true  costs  of 
education. 

Post-secondary  education  is  an 


SIGNS  OF  DISUNITY:  Fees  pay  for  quality  education,  argue  the  counter-protestors. 


investment,  and  should  be  con- 
sidered in  that  light.  If  it's  the  gov- 
ernment's responsibility  to  cover 
people's  debts,  shouldn't  they  then 


subsidize  the  acquisition  of  start-up 
capital  for  companies,  too?  No.  Be- 
cause these  firms  reap  the  profits, 
they  should  pay  for  it  themselves. 


"But  what  if  I  can't  earn  enough 
to  cover  my  debt  payments?"  Well 
then,  you  obviously  chose  the 
wrong  career  path.  Just  a  hunch, 
but  I  doubt  there  were  many  engi- 
neering, law,  business,  or  trades 
students  participating  in  yester- 
day's hoopla.  It  is  not  the  responsi- 
bility of  society  to  pay  for  one's  BA 
in  Marxist  theory,  a  degree  that  is 
already  significantly  cheaper  than 
those  mentioned  above. 

When  it  comes  to  the  tuition  de- 
bate, the  objective  of  our  post-sec- 
ondary education  system  should 
be  to  make  loans  and  scholarships 
available  to  those  who  will  use 
these  resources  to  their  maximum 
advantage.  We  should  encourage 
our  financial  sector  to  develop  in- 
novative credit  products  that  allow 
students  of  all  classes  to  borrow 
based  on  their  future  earnings. 
Alumni  and  private  citizens  should 
continue  to  develop  foundations 
that  will  fund  those  students  work- 
ing towards  careers  with  lower 
earning  potential,  such  as  social 
work. 


Above  all,  students  and  politicians 
need  to  stop  referring  to  "the  right  to 
education."  Let's  look  at  this  logical- 
ly. Education  is  not  a  spontaneous 
creation.  It  requires  other  individu- 
als to  teach  and  administrate.  Does 
this  mean  that  one  has  a  right  to 
their  labour?  Should  they  be  forced 
to  provide  higher  education  for  stu- 
dents in  the  name  of  rights?  If  one  is 
against  slavery,  the  natural  answer 
is,  of  course,  no. 

That  brings  us  to  the  solution  pro- 
posed by  the  activists:  "The  govern- 
ment can  do  it  with  tax  revenue!" 
But  this  revenue  is  taken  coercively 
by  the  state  from  the  personal  ef- 
forts of  individuals,  and  is  essen- 
tially a  less  obvious,  indirect  form  of 
slavery.  So  the  "right  to  education" 
is  really  a  right  to  someone  else's 
property.  The  rhetoric  preached  by 
the  CFS  and  their  minions  not  only 
cheapens  the  concept  of  "rights,"  it 
betrays  the  individual  liberties  that 
our  society  is  based  on. 

In  the  words  of  Mark  Twain,  "Don't 
go  around  saying  the  world  owes  you 
a  living.  The  world  was  here  first." 


> LETTERS  - 


FYI:  university  can  be  fun 

A  checklist  to  help  keep  those  winter  term  resolutions 


Sewit  Tamene 


Do  you  find  yourself  suffering  through 
long  days  and  even  longer  nights? 
Cringing  at  the  thought  of  exams? 
Are  you  finding  it  hard  to  make  time 
to  hang  out  with  friends?  If  so,  you're 
living  the  life  of  the  typical  university 
student. 

A  lot  of  students,  especially  those 
in  first  year,  are  not  prepared  for  uni- 
versity because  so  many  think  it's 
the  same  kind  of  atmosphere  as  high 
school.  Bad  idea. 

Let's  take  a  moment  and  reminisce 
about  our  high  school  days.  We  had 
school  every  day,  roll  calls,  parent- 
teacher  interviews,  a  set  time  for 
lunch,  and  so  on.  Does  any  of  that 
sound  like  university?  University  is 
all  about  freedom,  and  we  often  take 
advantage  of  that  freedom  unwisely. 
That  is  the  prime  reason  we  tend  to 
feel  overwhelmed.  But  here  are  some 
pointers  that  can  improve  your  stu- 
dent experience  and  help  ensure  your 
survival  at  university. 

Get  a  calendar.  Having  a  calendar 
in  your  room  significantly  helps  with 
time  management.  Posting  your  ex- 


ams, tests,  and  assignments  gives  you 
a  visual  idea  of  what  you  should  be 
expecting. 

Don't  procrastinate.  Procrasti- 
nation is  probably  the  most  obvious 
problem  for  students,  and  yet  we 
keep  on  doing  it.  When  you  put  work 
off  you're  not  only  tiring  yourself  out, 
but  reducing  the  quality  of  the  work 
you'll  eventually  produce.  Think  about 
it — ^you're  paying  money  for  school, 
and  because  you  procrastinate,  your 
grades  are  going  to  suffer  Try  setting 
routines  for  yourself  and  remember  to 
just  get  started,  because  something — 
anything — is  better  than  nothing. 

Give  yourself  a  break.  People  are 
always  sajnng  you  need  to  give  your- 
self a  break,  but  when  you're  in  school 
this  is  easier  said  than  done.  If  you 
burden  yourself  with  a  huge  workload 
you're  going  to  cause  your  body  (and 
mind)  to  crash.  Give  yourself  a  day  or 
two  a  week  to  relax,  whether  it  is  with 
your  friends  or  at  home  watching  a 
movie. 

Discipline  yourself.  It's  a  good 
thing  to  give  yourself  a  break,  but  don't 
overdo  it.  Using  the  excuse  "I  need  a 
break"  to  justify  going  partying  every 


other  day  doesn't  work.  Make  striking 
a  balance  your  priority. 

Sleep.  This  is  obviously  also  easier 
said  than  done,  but  it  is  extremely  im- 
portant. The  value  of  sleep  is  underes- 
timated because  we  sometimes  think 
there  are  24  active  hours  in  a  day, 
when  in  reality  it  is  more  like  16.  Being 
refreshed  in  the  morning  helps  a  lot 
because  you  can  focus  more  and  per- 
form better  throughout  the  day.  This  is 
why  so  many  students  don't  do  well  on 
exams — they're  up  all  night  studying. 

Take  advantage  of  your  resourc- 
es. U  of  T  charges  a  fee  on  your  tuition 
bill  for  all  the  student  services  offered, 
but  whether  you  take  advantage  of 
them  or  not  is  your  choice.  The  Koffler 
Centre  is  but  one  of  the  organizations 
to  offer  great  programs  and  services 
for  students,  such  as  the  FYI  (First- 
year  initiative)  prograam  for  first-year 
students. 

University  is  fun!  Remember  that 
the  next  time  you  feel  stressed  over 
your  school  life.  U  of  T  has  so  mciny 
things  to  take  part  in,  so  get  up  and 
get  active.  Join  a  club,  become  part  of 
a  team,  and  make  your  experience  the 
best  it  can  be. 


Riggall-ing  on  the 
hook 

Re:  Satellite  campuses  need  to 
grow,  Jan.  23 

A  presentation  made  last  month 
to  the  Business  Board  of  the 
university's  Governing  Council  and 
reported  in  The  Varsity  inadver- 
tently understated  the  important 
role  that  Trent  University  plays  in 
Ontario's  post-secondary  education 
system. 

Trent  is  a  leader  among  Ontario 
universities  in  its  focus  on  the 
student  experience.  We  note  with 
admiration  Trent's  success  in  a 
major  survey  of  students  recently 
published  by  the  Globe  and  Mail. 
Trent  students  gave  their  university 
"A"  grades  in  "Satisfaction  with  the 
university  experience,"  "Availability 
of  faculty  outside  classroom  hours," 
"Level  of  interaction  between 
faculty  and  students,"  and  "Overall 
quality  of  education." 

We  also  note  Trent's  major 
contributions  to  Ontario's  research 
enterprise — including  DNA  profil- 
ing, forensics,  automation,  and 
diagnostics,  signaled  most  recently 
by  the  opening  of  its  $20  million 
DNA  research  facility. 

The  University  of  Toronto  values 
its  partnership  with  Trent  as  a 
sister  institution  and  research 


collaborator.  We  look  forward  to 
continued  progress  in  that  partner- 
ship. 

Catherine  Riggall 

Vice  President,  Business  Affairs, 

UofT 

American  rebuttal 
right  on  target 

Re:  By  the  twilight's  last  gleam- 
ing, Feb.  5 

Laura  Phelps,  can  I  just  say  thank 
you!  Your  article  in  this  week's 
Varsity  basically  summarized 
every  single  argument/justification 
that  I  have  had  to  make  for  being 
American  during  my  undergradu- 
ate career. 

My  nickname  was  not  "the  Amer- 
ican" but  "Buffalo"  (some  people 
didn't  even  know  my  name  and 
this  was  how  they  would  refer  to 
me)  because  of  my  hometown  and 
now  almost  non-existent  accent. 

I  cannot  count  the  number  of 
times  that  I  have  heard,  "I  am 
so  glad  I  met  you,  because  it 
completely  changed  my  idea  of 
Americans,"  possibly  because  I 
wasn't  wearing  a  Confederate  flag 
headscarf  or  carrying  a  gun. 
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Keep  the  fees,  please 

Anti-freeze  policy  takes  burden  off  taxpayers 


Seyitbek  Usmanov 


Thousands  of  students  from  U  of  T, 
Ryerson,  York,  George  Brown,  and 
other  GTA  post-secondary  institu- 
tions joined  together  yesterday  to 
deliver  a  united  message:  "Reduce 
Tuition  Fees."  Those  yellow  plac- 
ards have  become  a  common  sight 
at  schools,  on  Facebook,  and  now  at 
Queen's  Park. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  educa- 
tion is  a  great  boon  to  society  and  its 
individual  members.  With  a  universi- 
ty degree,  one's  chances  of  getting  a 
job  in  Canada  and  abroad  are  greatly 
multiplied.  A  degree  also  helps  one 
move  up  the  income  ladder  with 
greater  ease.  With  a  larger  number 
of  highly  qualified  individuals,  the 
economy  will  grow  faster,  and  invest- 
ments are  more  likely  to  pour  in  to 
take  advantage  of  local  talent.  But  is 
reducing  tuition  fees  the  best  way  to 
bring  about  this  desirable  economic 
scenario? 

The  cost  of  university  is  jointly 
covered  by  government  funding  and 
student  tuition.  Let's  assume  that 
education  costs  X  dollars,  of  which 
students  currently  pay  half  (the  rest 
being  covered  by  taxes).  Over  time, 
X  grows  because  the  cost  of  educa- 
tion rises:  new  and  better  buildings 
are  built  (such  as  the  new  Hazel  Mc- 
Callion  Library  at  UTM),  top  profes- 
sors need  to  be  paid  more,  energy 
costs  rise,  and  so  on.  To  cover  the 
extra  costs,  as  X  rises,  either  student 
tuition  has  to  go  up  or  government 
funding  has  to  increase. 

Milton  Friedman,  a  Nobel  Laureate 
in  economics,  once  astutely  noted 
that  there  are  "no  free  lunches."  The 
additional  money  has  to  come  from 
somewhere,  and  government  fund- 
ing cannot  simply  increase  without 
creating  a  ripple  effect  on  taxation 
of  income,  sales,  and  profit.  What- 
ever the  increase  in  funding,  the  gov- 
ernment will  squeeze  out  the  same 
amount  or  more  from  taxpayers. 
In  effect,  what  the  yellow  placards 
should  be  saying  is  "More  taxation 
on  the  population." 


This  is  ironic.  Students  chose  to 
attend  university.  As  future  lawyers, 
doctors,  and  accountants,  they  are 
the  beneficiaries  of  their  education. 
Now  they  are  asking — actually,  forc- 
ing— taxpayers,  among  them  immi- 
grants and  low-income  earners,  to 
foot  the  bill  for  the  benefits  students 
will  later  receive. 

Some  taxpayers  are  more  than 
happy  to  help  students  pay  for  uni- 
versity through  scholarships  or 
grants,  whether  provided  by  the 
schools  themselves  or  sponsored  by 
the  private  sector.  However,  govern- 
mental coercion  through  additional 
taxation  destroys  this  goodwill  and 
dissuades  people  from  contributing 
to  scholarship  funds  because  tax- 
payers are  already  subsidizing  the 
tuition  freeze. 

Government  funding  usually 
comes  with  a  lot  of  political  bag- 
gage, so  to  support  a  tuition  freeze 
universities  would  be  forced  to  court 
the  government  for  a  larger  share  of 
funding.  Governing  the  university 
would  become  more  about  lobby- 
ing and  less  about  pleasing  student 
needs  and  achieving  higher  academ- 
ic standards. 

In  any  ranking  of  world  MBA  pro- 
grams, American  graduate  business 
schools  hold  almost  all  of  the  top  50 
spots.  The  European  Commission's 
rankings  of  the  world's  universities 
reveal  that  the  world's  best  universi- 
ties are  clustered  in  the  U.S.  Out  of 
the  top  20  schools,  only  three  are 
found  outside  the  U.S,  two  of  which 
are  Oxford  and  Cambridge. 

The  common  factor  among  these 
American  institutions  is  that  they 
are  private.  Canadian  universities 
fare  pretty  well  in  these  studies —  U 
of  T  was  a  respectable  24th  in  the  EC 
report — because  students  still  pay 
half  the  bill.  Interestingly,  universi- 
ties with  no  tuition  fees  are  nowhere 
near  the  top  spot.  Not  a  single  Irish 
or  German  university  can  be  found 
in  the  top  fifty.  Canadian  schools 
would  likely  suffer  a  similar  fate  if  tu- 
ition fees  were  to  decline. 

It  is  not  true  that  low-income  and 
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I  was  beside  myself  when  I  heard 
about  the  political  campaigns  sug- 
gesting that  Canadians  wouldn't 
want  to  be  like  Americans.  In  a 
country  where  everyone  prides 
themselves  on  not  being  Ameri- 
can I  found  this  hilarious,  since 
if  you  want  to  stop  being  com- 
pared to  Americans,  stop  doing  it 
yourselves!  And  how  could  some 


people  continue  to  think  of  all 
Americans  fitting  one  of  the  crazy 
stereotypes  with  the  fame  of  Jon 
Stewart  and  Stephen  Colbert,  who 
have  become  some  people's  only 
trusted  place  for  political  news? 

In  this  article,  it  was  like  you  had 
heard  some  of  the  arguments  that 
1  have  gotten  into  over  the  past  few 
years,  so  thank  you! 

Emily  Dauria 


Do  you  identify  as  disabled? 

Are  you  a  student  at  U  of  T  who  has  something 
to  say  about  your  experience?  If  so,  Disability 
Studies  Profs.  Tanya  Titchkosky  or  Rod  Michalko 
would  like  you  to  contact  them.  In  researching 
the  experience  of  disability,  your  story  is 
important  since  it  is  one  way  that  university 
life  is  lived.  One  or  two  interviews.  1  to  2 
hours.  Confidentiality  is  guaranteed.  $20  per 
hour  stipend.  Interested?  Contact  Dr.  Tanya 
Titchkosky  SESE  at  OlSE/U  T.  416-923-6641  x 
2248.  disability@oise.utoronto.ca.  Thanks! 


minority  students  are  disadvan- 
taged by  higher  tuition  fees.  During 
the  1990s,  tuition  in  Australia  and 
New  Zealand  increased  faster  than 
anywhere  in  Canada,  coming  close 
to  reflecting  the  true  cost  of  higher 
education.  At  the  same  time,  the 
enrolment  of  students  from  low- 
income  situations  increased  by  a 
whopping  44  per  cent.  The  propor- 
tion of  women  and  Maori  students 
also  increased  because  universities, 
for  the  first  time,  could  afford  to  help 
the  lowest-earning  applicants.  A  few 
years  ago  in  the  U.S,  Harvard  began 
providing  full  scholarships  to  all 
students  whose  parents  earned  less 
then  $50,000  USD  annually 

A  reduction  in  tuition  fees  will 
place  an  unnecessary  tax  burden 
on  the  rest  of  the  population.  The 
calls  for  a  tuition  freeze  may  seem  to 
support  a  good  cause,  but  the  real- 
ization of  such  a  freeze  would  only 
come  about  at  great  harm. 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


4  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

»  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

5  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
i  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

t  Simulated  Practice  Exams 
*  Free  Repeat  Policy 
4  Personal  Tutoring  Available 
ft  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

416MI1-8I10-I79-1JI9 
www.oxforclseminars,com 


85th  Annual 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


*  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

*  Classroom  Management  Techniques 
» Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

*  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

» Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 
«  Teacher  Placement  Service 
«  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 

*  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

J  Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-924-3240/1-800-779-17I9 
www.oxfordsemlnars.com 


COMPUTER  SHOW 


LAPTOPS  P3  $199,  P4  $399 
SOFTWARE  $5,  PALMPILOTS  $10 
COMPUrERBOOKS,LGDS 
PLASMA  TVS,  IPODACC'S 
RAM,  DRIVES  &  MORE 

THIS  SUNDAY  FEB  11TH. 
11-4  PM 


421  SPADINA  south  of  COLLEGE 
416-266-3614 


STUDY  MEDICINE 

I   I         )     r         SAN         I  -    R    A    N    C    I    S    C    O  JAVIER 

XAVIER  UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE 
B    O    N    A    I    R  E 


Open  House 


Saturday,  March  10th  at  2  PM 
Hilton  Garden  Inn 
300  Commerce  Valley  Drive,  East 
Thomhill 
and 

Sunday,  March  Uth  at  1  PM 
Quality  Hotel  and  Suites 
2180  Islington  Ave. 
Etobicoke 

Refreshments  will  be  served 

For  more  information,  please  visit 
wwvv.xusombonaire.net 
or  call  (888)  XAVIER-U  (928-4378) 


Exhibition  of  Photograpiis 

by  Students  and  Alumni  of  Hart  House 


Entrants  may  submit: 

6  black  &  white  and/or  monochrome  prints  for  the  senior  or  junior  awards 
and  a  $1 50  prize 

6  colour  printe  for  the  Hart  House  colour  print  award  and  a  $100  prize 
3  photographic  essays  for  the  Bev  Best  award  and  a  $100  prize 
6  unaltered  or  altered  digital  prints  for  the  W.j.  Dowkes  and  W.J.  Blaclthall 
awards  and  a  $1 00  prize 

6  prints  of  campus  life  for  the  Karsh  award  and  a  $1 00  prize 

The  Gilbert  A.  Milne  Trophy  will  also  be  awarded  to  the  entrant  having  the  highest 

total  acceptances. 

Closing  date  for  entries  is  Thursday,  February  22nd,  2007,  midnight. 

Rules  and  entry  forms  available  online  at  http://hhcc.sa.utoronto.ca  and  in  the 
poster  rack  in  rotunda  of  Hart  House. 

Open  to  all  Hart  House  members.  Exhibition  opens  March  t,  2007. 

Prints  must  be  exposed  by  the  entrant.  B&W  prints  must  be  developed  by  the  en- 
trant, colour  prints  may  be  commercially  developed.  ALL  prints  must  be  mounted. 


HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

416.978.2452  www.harthouse.ca ^ 
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Uie^rctiUeclure  of  idea*,  people  jnd  places 


6 


With  HealthForceOntarioxa,  ifs  never  been  easier 
for  nurses  to  find  the  right  job  in  Ontario, 


HealthForceOntari o . c; i  is  designed  to  ht.-lj)  you  iiy\  the  tlx-  <•%'•« tlviu.u  n)l(.>  for  today's  inu  -verything  you 
most  out  of  your  career.  Here  you'll  liud  job  listiut^s,  n  conlinur  -a  k<  y  im mber  of  tlx-  team 

opportunities  for  continuing  education,  information  on        sLi  cnglhening  health  care  in  Ontario. 


science@thevarsity.ca 


VARSITY  SCIENCE 


Rifts  in  the  rock 


Nira  Datta 


Plate  tectonics  is  a  hot  story  play- 
ing out  right  under  our  feet.  It's  tale 
describes  the  movement  of  buoyant 
chunks  of  land  mass  as  they  collide 
and  rupture,  forming  the  mountain- 
ous ripples,  fault  lines  and  volca- 
noes that  encompass  the  earth. 

The  earth's  surface  is  in  a  con- 
stant state  of  flux.  It  is  made  up  of 
solid  sections  that  float  on  top  of  a 
sizzling  hot  fluid  matrix  called  the 
mantle.  Each  100  km  thick  piece  of 
land  is  a  tectonic  plate,  and  each 
moves  independently  of  the  others, 
generally  at  a  rate  of  several  millime- 
tres a  year.  Plate  tectonics,  the  con- 
tinual collisions  and  interactions  of 
the  terrestrial  plates  floating  on  a 
sea  of  magma,  explains  such  natu- 
ral disasters  as  volcanism,  earth- 
quakes, and  tsunamis. 

Tectonic  plates  slowly  grind  past 
one  another,  move  apart,  or  slam 
shut,  causing  oceans  to  disperse 
and  supercontinents  to  appear 
over  millenia.  Sometimes  one  plate 
slides  beneath  another,  dipping  into 
the  earth's  fiery  mantle  and  forming 
subduction  zones.  Once  the  plate 
slips  into  the  mantle,  its  rocky  crust 
begins  to  melt  and  the  infamous  fi- 
ery magma  oozes  out  of  the  earth  in 
a  volcano. 

Without  tectonic  drift,  the  earth 
would  literally  stand  still  and  none 
of  these  natural  phenomena  would 
exist.  And  yet,  that's  exactly  the 
scenario  proposed  by  a  controver- 
sial new  theory. 

Though  unlikely  to  occur  in  the 
near  future,  the  theory  proposes 
that  tectonic  plate  movement  may 
stop  in  the  next  350  million  years. 
Such  an  event  may  have  also  been 
a  critical  geological  event  in  earth's 
history.  Presented  by  Dr.  Paul  Silver, 
a  geophysicist  at  the  Carnegie  Insti- 
tution, during  the  Dec.  2006  annual 
meeting  of  the  American  Geophysi- 


On  the  road  to  the  San  Andreas  Fault,  a  1,300  km  long  boundary  between  two  tectonic  plates.  Their  movement  has  made  this  area 
prone  to  thousands  of  small  earthquakes  every  year. 


cal  Union,  the  theory  is  stirring  up  a 
great  deal  of  talk. 

At  U  of  T's  department  of  geol- 
ogy, professor  Pierre-Yves  Robin  is 
skeptical  due  to  the  lack  of  physical 
evidence  for  the  theory. 

"The  fact  is  that  there  is  no  proof 
that  plate  tectonics  ever  stopped. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  literature  on 
this  theory,  and  there  is  no  paper 
[in  the  field  of  geology]  that  is  argu- 
ing this,"  said  Robin. 

Silver  claims  that  the  cessation  of 
plate  tectonics  may  have  been  a  fun- 
damental part  of  the  earth's  history. 
From  about  1.6  to  1.1  billion  years 
ago,  the  massive  supercontinent  Ro- 
dinia  formed,  and  plate  movement 
and  the  subduction  process  may 
have  stopped  along  with  it.  At  that 
point,  if  the  contentious  theory  of 
motionless  tectonic  plates  is  true, 
there  would  have  been  no  tectonic 
natural  disasters. 


But  when  a  subduction  process 
stops  in  one  area,  another  subduc- 
tion zone  must  open  up  elsewhere  in 
order  to  get  the  plates  going  again. 

According  to  Paul  Silver,  if  tec- 
tonic plates  stood  still  for  100  mil- 
lion years,  volcanoes  would  have 
vanished  and  the  earth's  outer 
crust  would  have  become  thicker 
and  cooler.  Eventually,  the  mantle 
would  begin  heating  up  and  tec- 
tonic plates,  as  well  as  volcanism, 
would  become  active  again. 

Another  advocates  of  the  theory 
is  Lawford  Anderson  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Southern  California,  who  at- 
tributes the  large  strip  of  granite 
in  the  northern  hemisphere  to  the 
melting  of  the  mantle  beneath  Ro- 
dinia  into  the  supercontinent  in  a 
massive  subduction  process. 

Despite  their  arguments,  howev- 
er, Robin  remains  doubtful. 

"Why  would  plate  tectonics  have 


to  stop?  There  is  no  mechanism 
present,  [and]  there  is  no  evidence," 
Robin  argued.  The  truth  would  have 
to  be  uncovered  with  a  major  recon- 
struction of  the  various  openings 
and  closings  of  the  oceans  at  differ- 
ent times.  Such  an  ambitious  proj- 
ect would  have  to  show  no  active 
subduction  zones  around  Rodinia 
to  prove  the  theory  right. 

"Reconstruction  is  an  unambigu- 
ous way  of  reassembling  various 
parts  of  land  that  are  scattered 
around  the  earth,"  explained  Rob- 
in. 

Without  a  reliable  reconstruction 
of  Rodinia,  said  Robin,  one  cannot 
know  what  really  happened. 

Otherwise,  the  only  conclusive  test 
of  the  theory's  veracity  will  come  in 
350  million  years,  when  the  theory 
predicts  that  tectonic  plates  will  once 
again  grind  to  a  halt,  proving  Silver 
right — if  anyone  is  around  to  notice. 
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//POSSIBLE  OCEAN 
BETWEEN  PARTING  PLATES 


Tectonic  plates  are  on  the 
move,  wreaking  terrestrial  hav- 
oc in  Africa.  In  fact,  continental 
drift  is  creating  a  rupture  se- 
vere enough  to  change  the  face 
of  the  continent  forever. 

Dr.  Tim  Wright  of  University 
of  Leeds  leads  a  28-member 
research  team  in  investigat- 
ing plate  tectonics  first-hand. 
Funded  by  a  S2.5  million  grant 
from  the  National  Environment 
Research  Council,  his  team 
will  be  studying  the  seismic 
activity  in  the  secluded  Afar 
desert  of  Northern  Ethiopia, 
where  the  Arabian  plate  and 
the  African  plate  are  grinding 
together,  tearing  the  earth's 
crust  apart. 

In  Sept.  2005,  two  billion  cu- 
bic metres  of  magma  forced 
themselves  between  the  two 
plates,  causing  deep  cracks 
in  the  earth's  rocky  surface 
and  forcing  the  plates  further 
apart.  Scientists  predict  that 
in  about  one  million  years,  the 
Red  Sea  may  flow  into  the  val- 
ley, permanently  altering  the 
shape  of  Africa. 

"Ethiopia  is  the  only  place  on 
the  planet  where  we  can  see  a 
continent  splitting  apart  on 
dry  land,"  said  Wright. 

"We  believe  that  it  may  turn 
parts  of  Northern  Ethiopia  and 
Eritrea  into  an  island,  before 
a  much  larger  land  mass — the 
horn  of  Africa — breaks  off 
from  the  continent,"  explained 
Wright. 

Working  in  the  hottest  area 
of  the  world — the  Afar  region 
reaches  45  degrees  Celsius 
in  the  winter — ^Wright's  team 
may  be  witnessing  the  birth  of 
a  new  ocean,  which  may  form 
within  a  million  years — mere 
milliseconds  in  geologic  time. 
Source:  University  of  Leeds 
news  service 
—NIRA  DATTA 


Gadgets  get  the  show  going 


Dan  Rios 


Imagine  you  could  instantly  upload 
images  taken  with  your  cellphone  to 
a  website  where  your  friends  could 
comment  on  your  pictures.  Think 
of  video  conferencing  software  that 
could  make  your  dreadful  commute 
to  school  obsolete. 

Or,  even  better,  how  about  a  pro- 
gram that  would  make  marking  er- 
rors on  assignments  a  thing  of  the 
past? 

Dream  no  more — these  ideas  are 
well  on  their  way  to  becoming  real- 
ity 

A  wide  range  of  research  projects 
by  U  of  T  faculty  and  students  were 
on  display  at  the  Bahen  Centre  last 
Thursday  as  part  of  the  first  Research 
in  Action  Showcase,  hosted  by  U  of 
T's  department  of  computer  science. 
Research  in  Action  showcases  enthu- 
siastic, inventive  students  displaying 
their  technological  innovations. 

Craig  Boutilier,  the  chair  of  the 
DCS,  was  in  attendance. 

"We  want  to  facilitate  connections 
between  our  researchers,  students 
and  faculty  members  and  the  com- 


Steve  Mann,  a  professor  at  the  department  of  electrical  and  computer  engineering, 
experiments  with  a  phone  that  uploads  pictures  to  the  internet  after  they're  taken. 


munity,"  he  explained.  "[Research- 
ers] are  keen  to  see  their  research 
make  an  impact." 

Connectivity  and  communication 
were  major  themes  among  the  vari- 


ous displays.  Some  novel  projects 
harness  the  internet's  information- 
sharing  ability  in  ways  that  could 
benefit  U  of  T  students  in  the  near 
future. 


For  example,  a  project  called  eP- 
resence  Interactive  Media  allows 
students  to  view  lectures  from 
home  with  live  video  streaming. 
Students  can  watch  past  lectures, 
search  for  subjects  using  keywords 
and  even  participate  in  live  class 
discussions  with  a  headset  and  a 
microphone. 

Computers  can  also  make  grad- 
ing assignments  more  efficient  and 
less  error-prone.  The  Online  Mark- 
ing Tool,  created  by  fourth-year 
computer  science  student  Andrey 
Petrov,  is  already  being  used  in 
four  computer  science  classes  this 
semester.  It  allows  TAs  to  mark  sub- 
mitted assignments  on  the  comput- 
er, reducing  both  paper  usage  and 
the  mistakes  that  sometimes  occur 
while  tallying  up  a  grade. 

Built-in  rubrics  help  ensure  that 
marking  guidelines  are  followed 
correctly,  and  students  can  log  on 
to  the  internet  to  see  their  grades 
and  comments. 

"The  nicest  thing  is  that  you  can 
see  the  entire  [grading]  process  in 
one  place,"  said  Petrov.  "It  allows 
for  more  consistency  in  marking." 


SCANNER 


Al:  Artificial  immunity 

Does  your  immune  system  falter  when 
fighting  the  flu?  Do  you  want  to  be  free 
from  medication  forever?  Are  you  fed 
up  with  infections  and  diseases  win- 
ning the  war  over  your  body?  Sick 
days  beigone,  for  man-made,  disease- 
fighting  cells  may  soon  be  here!  With 
the  help  of  biologists,  engineers,  and 
chemists,  Carnegie  Mellon  University 
professor  of  biomedical  engineering 
Philip  LeDuc  outlined  the  prospect 
of  such  an  all-purpose  cellular  super- 
hero in  a  January  article  in  the  journal 
Nature  Nanotechnology.  LeDuc  envi- 
sioned a  "nanofactory"  that  would  tar- 
get, modify,  and  deliver  the  chemiccils 
the  body  needs  to  fight  off  disease 
by  using  processes  that  normally  oc- 
cur in  the  cell,  like  molecular  trans- 
portation. Instead  of  injecting  drugs 
into  the  system  to  treat  disease,  the 
super-cells  would  use  naturally  avail- 
able molecules  and  repackage  them 
into  chemicals  which  the  body  lacks, 
or  that  would  otherwise  help  it  fight 
disease.  So,  although  the  proposed 
nanofactory  would  be  artificial,  it 
would  use  the  body's  own  processes 
to  bolster  and  aid  its  healing. 
Source:  Carnegie  Mellon  University 
news  service 
—SANDY  HUEN 
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The  lives  of 
Oscars? 


German  director  Florian  Henckel  von  Donnersmarck 
frets  nomination  news 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


While  German  director  Florian  Henckel  von 
Donnersmarck  was  in  Toronto  on  a  recent, 
chilly  day  to  talk  about  his  debut  feature  The 
Lives  of  Others,  his  mind  was  probably  down  in 
sunny  L.  A. 

Not  due  to  inviting  weather  but  the  fact  that, 
at  that  very  moment,  somewhere  in  the  land 
of  glitz  and  glamour,  Oscar  ballots  were  being 
printed,  and  his  film  could  have  been  on  one  of 
them.  As  we  sat  down,  he  still  didn't  know. 

Mere  days  before  the  official  announcement 
of  the  Academy  Awards  nominations,  Donner- 
marck  was  visibly  anxious.  The  Lives  of  Others 
was  rumoured  to  be  a  real  contender  in  the 
Best  Foreign  Film  category. 

"It's  especially  vicious  now  that  the  list  was 
already  cooked  down  from  61  to  nine  contend- 
ers," said  von  Donnersmarck  about  the  Acade- 
my's unprecedented  early  announcement  of  a 
shortlist,  which  pitted  him  against  eight  other 
hopefuls  for  the  top  five  spots.  "It  means  that 
more  than  likely  you'll  be  selected,  but  it  is  all 
the  more  terrible  if  you're  not." 

It's  hard  to  imagine  a  man  like  von  Donners- 
marck cowering  at  the  whims  of  the  Academy. 
At  six  foot  nine  inches,  the  ex-Soviet-East-Ger- 
man director  is  built  like  a  line  backer. 

Donnersmarck's  film.  The  Lives  of  Others,  is  a 
shadowy  political  thriller  set  in  East  Germany, 
five  years  before  the  fall  of  the  Berlin  Wall — a 
personal  subject.  Echoing  the  voyeuristic 
themes  of  Hitchcock's  Rear  Window,  von  Don- 
nersmarck tells  the  stories  of  residents  who 
suffered  through  the  iron-fisted  rule  of  a  gov- 
ernment that  crushed  their  privacy  and  free- 
dom. 

The  plot  centres  on  Captain  Gerd  Wiesler 
(Ulrich  Muhe)  a  calculating  officer  of  the  Stasi, 
an  elite  secret  police  force.  When  Gerd  is  as- 
signed to  spy  on  playwright  Georg  Dreymann 
(Sebastian  Koch)  and  his  lover  Christa-Maria 


Sieland  (Martina  Gedeck),  empathy  begins  to 
penetrate  his  stern  manner.  A  friendship  blos- 
soms between  him  and  the  couple,  and  Gerd 
risks  his  position  to  protect  them. 

According  to  von  Donnersmarck,  the  film  was 
inspired  by  a  famous  quote  from  Vladimir  Len- 
in telling  Maxim  Gorky  that  he  couldn't  listen 
to  his  favourite  piece  of  music,  Beethoven's  Ap- 
passionato, without  wanting  to  "stroke  people's 
heads,  and  tell  them  nice,  sweet,  stupid  things," 
and  how  he  instead  wished  to  "smash  in  those 
heads  without  mercy." 

"1  thought,  what  if  I  could  somehow  force 
Lenin  to  listen  to  the  Appassionato,"  von  Don- 
nersmarck explained,  "just  as  he  was  getting 
ready  to  smash  in  somebody's  head.  Lenin 
turned  into  this  character  of  Wiesler,  the  per- 
son wanting  to  hear  words  of  hatred  against  the 
ideology,  which  to  him  means  everything,  and 
actually  hearing  beautiful  music  that  opens  the 
door  to  feeling  that  actually  makes  him  aban- 
don exactly  that  ideology." 

Though  von  Donnersmarck  lived  in  West 
Germany  as  a  child,  his  family  originated  in  the 
East  and  he  had  several  friends  and  relatives  on 
the  Soviet  side  of  the  Berlin  Wall.  During  family 
visits  to  these  folks,  von  Donnersmarck  began 
to  understand  what  the  Stasi  was  really  like. 

"1  remember  one  incident  when  my  moth- 
er was  called  out  of  the  car  to  go  into  one  of 
those  little  border  patrol  houses,"  the  director 
recalled.  "[She]  disappeared  there  with  these 
Stasi  guys  for  hours.  We  were  waiting  in  the  car. 
Then  she  came  back  all  shaky,  and  told  us  that 
she  had  been  strip-searched  in  there,  and  hu- 
miliated in  all  possible  ways,  and  interrogated, 
and  just  held  there  for  hours  so  they  could  ter- 
rify her." 

"Here  a  government  had  the  power  to  un- 
dress my  all-powerful  mother.  It  just  showed 
me  that,  when  confronted  with  the  power  of  an 
absolute  state,  even  an  adult,  who  is  normally 
in  control,  became  like  a  child." 

But  to  craft  his  vivid  retelling  of  this  East 


von  Donnersmarck  is  in  the  running  for  the  Best  Foreign  Film  Oscar  for  The  Lives  of  Others,  his  story  of  Soviet 
oppression  in  East  Germany. 


Germany,  von  Donnersmarck  relied  on  more 
than  his  childhood  memories.  He  did  extensive 
research  in  old  German  Democratic  Republic 
files  and  interviewed  a  variety  of  figures,  from 
Stasi  prisoners  to  ex-Stasi  officers.  The  latter 
particularly  unsettled  the  director. 


"They  were  willing  to  tell  me  these  stories 
with  a  weird  kind  of  pride. ...It  was  sometimes 
quite  hard  to  listen  to  all  of  that,  without  show- 
ing them  any  judgment.  I  just  imagined  my- 

SEE  'LIVES'  -  NEXT  PAGE 


Winning  one-acts 


U  of  T  Drama  Fest  showcases  student  stage  skills 


Naomi  Skwarna 


U  of  T's  annual  Drama  Festival, 
staged  over  three  nights  last  week, 
offered  up-and-coming  student  play- 
wrights a  shot  at  having  their  work 
staged  in  an  artistic  and  competitive 
environment  at  Hart  House  Theatre. 
With  companies  and  playwrights 
representing  each  of  the  university's 
three  campuses,  the  Drama  Festi- 
val is  truly  a  celebration  of  U  of  T's 
vibrant  and  diverse  theatre  scene. 
Below  are  selected  reviews  and  a 
complete  list  of  the  Festival  Award 
winners. 

ComMentary 


By  Sarah  Warren 

ComMentary,  on  one  level,  is  a  light- 
hearted  series  of  conversations  con- 
cerning the  relationships  between 
men  and  women.  On  another,  it's  a 
vague  attempt  to  censure  callous 
(and  cliched)  male  behavior.  Three 
couples  have  lunch  at  a  swanky  res- 
taurant, and  a  waiter  with  the  dri- 
est wit  this  side  of  a  martini  weaves 
between  them,  offering  advice  as 
well  as  entrees.  Warren  has  an  ear 
for  the  way  people  speak  to  one  an- 
other, and  knows  how  to  set  up  a 
good  punchline  (listen  up  for  the  one 
about  "multicultural  porn").  Unfor- 
tunately, some  of  the  dialogue  feels 


like  a  string  of  one-liners  tied  loosely 
together.  This  is  most  apparent  in 
the  repartee  between  university  stu- 
dents Mandy  and  Sue — funny,  but  a 
little  obvious.  The  ensemble  is  uni- 
formly strong,  however,  with  each 
of  the  couples  tapping  into  their 
respective  motivations.  Although 
the  pacing  was  swift  and  all  of  the 
performers  navigated  through  their 
scenes  admirably,  ComMentary  oc- 
casionally floundered  due  to  poor 
structure.  For  instance,  Zoey  and 
Tanner — an  ex-couple  who  stayed 
"friends" — spend  much  of  the  play  in 
hysterical  one-sided  discussion.  We 
get  it,  Zoey — ^Tanner's  a  fuckwit.  Why 
are  you  wasting  your  time  trying  to 
get  him  to  understand?  Somewhere 


in  her  relentless  vocalizations,  1  lost 
all  empathy  for  her,  and  because  the 
play  gets  stuck  at  the  restaurant  ta- 
ble, I  had  no  choice  but  to  stay  there 
and  sweat  it  out. 

Rating:  VVVW 
Holiday 

By  Alexandra  Napier 

Alex  Napier's  Holiday  is  gentle  and 
reflective,  but  avoids  the  trap  of  sen- 
timentality. Napier  created  believ- 
able and  likeable  characters,  and  her 
actors  were  all  good  at  sharing  their 
vulnerability  with  each  other.  Set 


in  Sick  Kids  Hospital,  Holiday  shifts 
from  the  present  to  the  past,  show- 
ing 18-year-old  Hannah  as  she  tries  to 
deal  with  her  younger  sister's  death. 
Chris  Berube  is  wonderful  as  Adam 
Fricke,  the  young  doctor  who  forges 
a  bond  with  Hannah  in  the  hospital 
corridors.  Fricke  is  able  to  naturally 
articulate  the  sadness  embedded 
in  all  the  characters,  managing  to 
find  some  solace  in  the  enigmatic 
Hannah.  The  most  evident  issues 
with  the  production  were  staging 
problems.  Set  transitions  were  con- 
spicuously bad — one  intimate  scene 
got  trampled  by  the  sound  of  stage- 
hands thumping  in  the  darkness.  On 
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the  dramatic  side,  the  climatic  scene 
of  Hannah's  medical  crisis  comes  up 
a  little  flat.  The  scene  had  an  innate 
eroticism  that  the  actors  seemed 
to  shy  away  from  instead  of  exploit. 
Nonetheless,  Holiday  was  a  fascinat- 
ing production  that  packed  a  lot  of 
quiet  force. 

Rating:  VVVW 
First  Draft 

By  Colleen  MacPherson 

The  overall  design  of  First  Draft  was 


//DRAMATIC  VICTORIES 


fantastic:  costumes  of  simple  and 
adaptable  grey-green  jumpsuits  sug- 
gested proletarian  uniformity,  and 
pink  scarves  worn  in  different  ways 
signalled  the  performers'  leaps  from 
one  character  to  another.  Sarah 
Warren  directed  Chala  Hunter  and 
Thomas  Davis  in  a  performance 
that  seized  the  whole  theatre  from 
the  moment  the  duo  took  the  stage. 
Rolling  oversized  balls,  climbing  lad- 
ders, piling  milk  crates,  and  even 
riding  a  bicycle,  the  performers  liter- 
ally carved  up  the  set,  their  energy 
never  flagging.  Beyond  its  raucous 
shenanigans.  First  Draft  is  a  play  with 
an  earnest  message  for  the  audience: 
open  your  eyes  and  stop  living  an  ap- 
athetic life.  Colleen  MacPherson  has 


crafted  a  political  play  founded  in 
the  tension  between  two  people  who 
become  a  multitude.  The  only  prob- 
lem is  that  the  narrative  is  difficult  to 
track:  just  as  I  began  to  care  for  the 
characters,  they  became  someone  or 
something  new.  Nonetheless,  it  was 
provocative,  stunningly  performed, 
and  dynamically  staged.  It  also  had 
some  powerful  moments.  The  the- 
atre was  stone  quiet  when  Davis  sat 
beside  Hunter  and  said  "You  have  the 
most  beautiful  face."  With  a  moment 
of  such  perfect  beauty  and  sadness, 
why  rely  on  a  Ginsberg  poem  later  on 
to  communicate  the  same  thing? 

Rating:  VVVvW 


U  OF  T  DRAMA  FESTIVAL  2007  AWARD  WINNERS 


•  Awards  of  Merit: 

UTSC  Drama  Society  /  Direction 
Amy  Mayor  -  Adult  Toys 

UTM  Drama  Club  /  Stage 
Management 

Jessica  Seguin  -  Cousins  Of 
Corsica 

St.  Michael's  College  Drama 

Society  /  Acting 

Mina  James  -  ComMentary 

Victoria  College  Drama  Society 
/  Acting 

Chris  Berube  -  Holiday 


•  lATSE  Local  58  Award  For 
Technical  Achievement 

UTSC  Drama  Society 
We  Can  Get  Them  For  You 
Wholesale 

Awarded  to  the  company 

•  Hart  House  Theatre  Award 
For  Best  Performance 

Tie/Ensemble 


Hart  House  Drama  Society 
Chala  Hunter  And  Thomas 
Davis — First  Draft 

•  Robertson  Davies 
Playwrlting  Award 

Victoria  College  Drama  Society 
Alexandra  Napier — Holiday 

•  Robert  Gilt  Award  For  Best 
Direction 

UTM  Drama  Club 

Christopher  Sironi — Me  And  My 

Asian  Mother 


•  President's  Award  For  Best 
Production 

Hart  House  Drama  Society 
Awarded  to  the  company  of  First 
Draft 

•  Viewer's  Choice  Awards 

1st  night  >  Heroine  Addiction 
2nd  night  >  First  Draft 
3rd  night  >  The  Entertainer 


www.thevarsity.ca 


Writers  Wanted. 

Write  for  Arts  &  Entertainment! 
Contact  review@thevarsity.ca. 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want 

a  piece  of 
the  action'' 


Meet  Denise. 

To  get  the  specialized  focus  that  would  help  her  zero  in 
on  her  goals,  Denise  earned  her  Postgraduate  Certificate 
in  Marketing  IVIanagement  from  Hun^ber  in  only  2  semesters. 
She  now  works  for  one  of  Canada's  top  weather  networks. 
We  forecast  a  great  future  for  her. 

Marketing  Management,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


self  as  a  journalist  trying  to  find  out 
something  about  them,  and  saying 
to  myself,  'OK,  I  won't  show  them 
my  judgment  now,  but  I'll  have  the 
last  word  because  I'll  be  making  the 
film.'" 

The  Lives  of  Others  is  as  evocative 
as  it  is  intense,  and  it  has  been  win- 
ning everything  from  Lolas  (Germa- 
ny's Oscar  equivilent)  to  European 
Film  Awards. 

"The  great  thing  was  I  got  that  kind 
of  support  from,  really,  all  the  great 
writers  and  intellectuals,"  von  Don- 
nersmarck  commented.  "They  came 
out  and  wrote  really  beautiful  pieces 
or  made  public  statements  about  the 
film,  saying  how  much  it  reflected 
their  own  experiences  of  the  East." 

The  film's  closing  leaves  the  viewer 
apprehensive.  Its  final  freeze-frame 
is  difficult  to  reconcile  with  the  rest 
of  a  film  so  superbly  bleak,  devastat- 
ing, and  claustrophobic.  For  this,  von 
Donnersmarck  offers  an  explanation 
as  ambivalent  and  deceptively  direct 
as  the  rest  of  the  film:  "I  do  believe 
we  have  reason  to  hope." 

For  von  Donnersmarck,  a  positive 
attitude  seems  justified:  on  Jan.  23, 
he  learned  that  The  Lives  of  Others 
made  the  list  of  nominees  for  Best 
Foreign  Film  at  the  79th  Academy 
Awards.  Tune  in  on  Feb.  to  see  if  he's 
the  winner. 

Rating:  VVVW 

The  Lives  of  Others  opens  in  theatres 
this  Friday. 


H UMBER  Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 

The  Business  Sdiool  Vlsit  US  at  www.business.humber.ca 


TTop  10* 

RealTrax™  ring  tunes 

Week  of  January  29 


1. 

Fergalicious 

-  Fergie 

2. 

i  Luv  It 

-  Young  Jeezy 

3. 

1  Wanna  Love  You 

■  Akon 

4. 

Irreplaceable 

-  Beyonce 

5. 

Lips  of  an  Angel 

■  Hinder 

t 

Money  In  The  Bank 

-  Lit'  Scrappy 

7. 

On  The  Hotline 

-  Pretty  Ricky 

8. 

Promise 

-  Oara 

9. 

Shortie  Like  Mine 

■  Bow  Wow 

10. 

Smack  That 

■  Akon 

Tcft  'HAT'  to  1800  nn  your  Rogws  wirfles'i 
phone  to  download  your  favourite  ring  tunes  today. 
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Tired  of  singing  the  Blues 

Inconsistent  Women's  Basketball  (10-9)  travels  to  fifth-ranked  York  (17-2)  Friday 


Mark  Vesso 


It's  a  popular  aphorism,  but  for  Wom- 
en's Basketball  (10-9)  it  has  become  a 
self-fulfilling  prophecy.  With  the  two 
top  teams  in  the  Eastern  Conference 
travelling  to  U  of  T  this  weekend,  the 
Blues  will  be  looking  to  change  their 
fortunes  from,  "You  win  some,  you 
lose  some"  to  just  plain  "win." 

Coming  off  of  a  split  against  lower- 
tiered  Ottawa  (6-13)  and  Carleton  (4- 
15)  last  weekend,  U  of  T  travels  to  top 
seed  York  (17-2)  Friday,  followed  by 
a  trip  to  Laurentian  (16-3)  Saturday. 
Had  the  Blues  managed  victories  in 
both  its  last  games,  they  would  have 
had  a  chance  to  move  into  a  tie  for 
second  place.  As  it  now  stands,  they 
can  do  no  better  than  third.  How- 
ever, U  of  T  did  clinch  a  home  playoff 
date  for  February  17.  The  Blues  host 
their  last  game  of  the  regular  season 
against  Ryerson  Feb.  14. 

Ranked  fifth  nationally  by  Canadian 
Interuniversity  Sport,  York  defeated 
Toronto  83-65  in  early  January  due  to 
a  lackadaisical  start  by  the  Blues. 

"If  only  we  took  away  the  first  seven 
minutes  of  that  game,"  Blues  coach 
Michelle  Belanger  recalls.  "We  played 
them  fairly  even  after  that,  but  the 
damage  was  already  done." 

Coach  Belanger  is  determined  not 
to  let  history  repeat  itself,  and  she 
didn't  pull  any  punches  when  assess- 
ing the  team's  performance  to  date. 

"Complete  inconsistency  and  a  lack 
of  competitive  edge,"  she  diagnosed 
bluntly.  "We  just  don't  seem  to  com- 
pete when  we  need  to." 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  season, 
she  has  been  trying  to  push  her  team, 
whom  she  describes  as  "too  nice"  at 


Centre  Christine  Cho  dribbles  against  Queen's  en  route  to  a  73-59  victory  last  month. 


times  and  lacking  in  killer  instinct. 

With  a  youth-heavy  roster,  such  a 
proposition  can  be  dicey.  Five  players 
are  in  their  first  year  of  eligibility  and 
four  are  in  their  second.  The  roster 
is  pretty  green,  admits  Belanger,  but 


she  insists  the  Blues  are  capable  of 
much  more. 

"I'm  disappointed,"  the  coach  con- 
tinued. "I  think  we  could  be  in  sec- 
ond place,  and  I  think  that's  where 
we  should  be,  even  with  the  youth 


we  have  on  our  team.  We  are  not  los- 
ing games  because  we  are  young,  we 
are  losing  games  because  we  are  get- 
ting out-hustled  in  key  points  in  the 
game." 

That  issue  will  have  to  be  addressed 


before  U  of  T  faces  a  very  athletic 
York  team  that  loves  to  run  the  court, 
Belanger  said.  She  also  stated  that  the 
team  will  need  to  show  an  "inner  de- 
sire" as  they  test  themselves  against 
a  Laurentian  team  she  ominously  de- 
scribed as  "very  physical." 

In  these  final  few  games  before  the 
playoffs  begin  next  week,  leadership 
will  be  imperative  for  the  Blues,  who 
need  the  veteran  players  to  step  up 
and  bring  that  killer  instinct  their 
coach  has  been  looking  for.  On  Satur- 
day night  against  Carleton,  the  Blues 
got  that  from  third-year  guard  liana 
Weissberger. 

Not  so  much  of  a  vocal  leader,  the 
unassuming  Weissberger  nonethe- 
less let  her  play  do  the  talking.  She 
finished  with  14  points  and  seven  re- 
bounds to  capture  player-of-the-night 
honours. 

"I  think  the  main  thing  for  us  to 
be  successful  is  to  work  hard  defen- 
sively, just  always  work  hard  no  mat- 
ter what,"  Weisenberger  said  after 
the  game.  Also  performing  well  were 
forward  Christine  Cho,  with  20  points 
and  10  rebounds,  and  guard  Allaine 
Hutton  with  11  points.  U  of  T  also 
out-hustled  Carleton  on  the  boards, 
notching  a  44  to  22  rebounding  edge. 

Saturday's  win  against  Carleton 
may  have  softened  the  blow  from  a 
disappointing  loss  the  previous  night, 
which  left  Belanger  completely  out- 
raged. 

The  Blues  converted  an  abysmal  28 
per  cent  from  the  field,  and  while  they 
were  facing  an  Ottawa  team  they  had 
demolished  72-39  in  early  January,  U 
of  T  didn't  seem  .to  show  up  for  this 
game.  Hutton  led  the  Blues  with  11 
points,  but  off  four  of  15  shooting. 


Premiership's  gain  is  everyone  else's  loss 


OWEN  BLACK  writes  on  the  consequential 
reach  of  the  financially  inflated  EPL 


Toronto  FC  have  not  even  established  a  full 
roster,  never  mind  kicked  a  ball  in  what  is 
to  be  their  maiden  season  in  Major  League 
Soccer.  Yet,  events  across  the  Atlantic  are 
already  determining  the  future  for  manager 
Mo  Johnston  and  his  prospective  charges. 

If  you  were  wondering  why  teams  such  as 
West  Ham  United  were  desperately  spending 
more  than  $30  million  on  otherwise  average 
players  before  the  transfer  window  slammed 
shut  last  Wednesday,  look  no  further  than 
the  English  Premiership's  latest  television 
deal. 

Last  month,  the  Premier  League  agreed  to 
new  overseas  television  rights  worth  more 
than  $1.25  billion  over  three  years,  adding 
to  the  $3  billion  the  league  already  receives 
from  domestic  television  rights. 

To  put  this  into  perspective,  starting  next 
season,  a  club  may  finish  bottom  of  the 
league,  with  zero  points,  zero  goals  scored, 
and  even  zero  spectators,  and  still  receive 
$60  million  for  their  efforts. 

Toronto  need  not  feel  so  immune  to  such 
events.  The  Premier  League  chief  executive, 
Richard  Scudamore,  reported  that  the  deal 
will  take  England's  elite  division  (and  himself 


presumably)  to  the  next  level. 
He  is  certainly  not  wrong. 

The  butterfly  effect  of  the 
increased  revenue  in  England 
is  that  any  soccer  club  who  is 
not  in  the  loop,  including  Toron- 
to, will  find  it  increasingly  difficult 
to  compete  in  the  transfer  market — and 
indeed,  the  commercial  market.  Players  who 
would  normally  be  worth  $1  million,  for  ex- 
ample, may  expect  to  see  their  value  triple  at 
the  mere  whisper  of  a  link  to  a  Premiership 
club.  Are  Toronto  FC  willing  to  be  held  to  ran- 
som for  player  fees  simply  because  Wigan 
Athletic  have  been  linked  to  the  player? 

1  don't  mean  this  as  an  indictment  of  the 
Premiership.  That  league  has  risen  to  the 
top  in  the  past  decade  for  admirable  rea- 
sons. Just  look  at  the  case  of  Italy,  whose 
league's  reputation  has  been  severely  tar- 
nished by  match-fixing  fiascos  and  crowd 
trouble.  Last  week,  all  Italian  domestic  and 
international  games  were  cancelled  follow- 
ing the  death  of  a  policeman  due  to  a  crowd 
riot  in  Sicily.  Even  in  Spain,  political  and  rac- 

SEE  PREMIER' -ON  NEXT  PAGE 


ALEX  NATHAN  gives  his  top  five  most 
important  Premiership  signings  of  January 


In  the  English  soccer  Pre- 
mier League,  the  January 
"transfer  window"  gives 
clubs  one  month  to  sign 
players — on  permanent 
or  loan  deals — to  help  bolster 
their  squads  for  the  second  half  of  the 
season.  Here  are  the  five  most  interesting 
signings. 

•  Manchester  United — Henrik  Larsson: 

Larsson,  the  35-year-old  Swedish  striker 
with  287  career  goals,  signed  a  lucrative 
three-month  loan  deal  from  his  hometown 
club  Heilsingborg.  As  the  Swedish  league 
does  not  start  until  April,  Manchester  Utd. 
manager  Sir  Alex  Ferguson — a  longtime  ad- 
mirer of  the  striker's  undeniable  abilities 
and  a  firm  believer  in  the  advantage  of  hav- 
ing four  fit  strikers — took  advantage  of  this 
gap  in  the  player's  schedule  to  strengthen 
his  strike  force  of  Rooney,  Saha  and  Solk- 
sjaer.  With  United  top  in  the  Premiership, 
Larsson's  presence  in  the  squad  will  add  at- 
tacking creativity  and  relieve  the  pressure 
on  wunderkind  Wayne  Rooney  and  high- 


scoring  midfielder  Cristiano  Ronaldo. 

•  Fulham — Vincenzo  Montella:  of  the  four 

players  Fulham  brought  in  during  January, 
the  most  interesting  is  the  33-year-old  Ital- 
ian legend  on  loan  from  Italian  side  Roma. 
Montella  brings  with  him  a  wealth  of  goal- 
scoring  experience,  and  while  his  pace  and 
mobility  can  be  likened  to  that  of  Bengle 
Molina,  his  shooting  is  exquisite.  What  it 
means,  however,  is  that  his  American  strike 
partner  Brian  McBride  will  have  to  do  all 
the  running — not  something  he  is  neither 
accustomed  to  nor  particularly  good  at. 

•  Aston  Villa — Ashley  Young:  viiia  have  paid 

S9.5  million  for  a  player  who  can  claim  only 
the  first  half  of  this  season  as  experience  in 
the  Premier  League.  Arriving  from  relega- 
tion strugglers  Watford,  he  can  play  on  both 
wings  Or  as  a  striker.  He  will  add  pace  and 
flair  to  a  mediocre  Villa  line  up.  Young  was 
most  certainly  purchased  with  the  future 
in  mind,  and  manager  Martin  O'Neill  will 

SEE  TRANSFER' -ON  NEXT  PAGE 
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ist  demonstrations  have  become 
commonplace  in  the  soccer  arena. 
Indeed,  the  success  of  English  soc- 
cer has  owed  as  much  to  outstand- 
ing crowd-policing  in  recent  years 
as  it  has  to  high-octane  entertain- 
ment. 

However,  it  is  the  latter  that  has 
attracted  a  worldwide  audience. 
Last  week,  the  Independent  report- 
ed that  each  televised  game  aver- 
ages 79.5  million  viewers,  with  al- 
most double  that  watching  Thierry 
Henry  snatch  victory  for  Arsenal 
with  a  last-minute  header  against 
Manchester  United. 

The  Premiership  has  demonstrat- 
ed mastery  of  foreign  marketing. 
Purchasing  players  such  as  Ivory 
Coast  international  Kolo  Toure 
or  Australian  international  Harry 
Kewell  has  helped  the  league  ap- 
peal to  an  ever-increasing  commer- 
cial market,  with  more  and  more 
people  reveling  in  the  sight  of  their 


countrymen  competing  against 
some  of  the  world's  most  talented 
players.  When  you  hear  angry  Man- 
chester United  fans  in  bars  across 
the  nation  exclaiming  that  Ji-Sung 
Park  is  a  waste  of  space,  do  not  ex- 
pect the  team's  board  of  directors 
to  agree  when  they  look  at  the  bal- 
ance sheets. 

Those  of  you  who  were  stunned 
by  the  $250  million  contract  which 
David  Beckham  has  signed  with  the 
L.A.  Galaxy  may  be  surprised  to 
learn  that  the  numbers  actually  add 
up  quite  nicely  for  the  L.A.  team.  In 
2006,  the  German  consultancy  firm 
BBDO  found  that  Beckham  adds  a 
commercial  value  in  excess  of  $60 
million  each  year  to  the  team  he 
plays  on.  L.A.  Galaxy  have  'Brand 
Beckham'  on  a  five-year  contract. 
As  such,  do  not  be  surprised  if  a 
healthy  bonus  accompanies  the 
congratulatory  handshake  L.A. 
Galaxy  president  Alexi  Lalas  gets 
from  his  superiors. 

The  paradox  of  the  Premiership 
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have  to  ensure  that  the  extortion- 
ate price  tag  doesn't  create  unfair 
expectations  of  the  player. 

•  Charlton — Ben  Thatcher:  Chari- 
ton is  in  dire  straights,  languish- 
ing in  the  relegation  zone  (the  bot- 
tom three  Premiership  teams  are 
demoted  to  the  "Championship" 
league  each  year).  They  needed  to 
bring  in  players  with  experience 
who  had  come  out  of  a  relegation 
battle  on  the  winning  side.  Instead, 
they  signed  Ben  Thatcher,  an  ex- 
tremely controversial  defender 
who  committed  one  of  the  worst 
offences  ever  seen  in  the  Premier- 
ship. To  view  it  on  YouTube,  type 
in  "Ben  Thatcher's  elbow  smash  on 
Pedro  Mendes."  He  also  got  relegat- 


ed to  Wimbledon  in  1999.  He  will 
certainly  bring  bite  to  the  Charlton 
defence. 

•  West  Ham  United— Mathew  Up- 
son: With  the  injection  of  money 
from  new  Icelandic  owner  Eggert 
.  Magnusson,  West  Ham  were  able 
to  strengthen  their  squad  consid- 
erably, Upson  being  the  pick  of 
the  trades.  The  27-year-old  former 
Arsenal  defender  completed  a  S6 
million  move  from  Birmingham 
despite  strong  opposition  from 
Birmingham  manager  Steve  Bruce, 
who  didn't  want  to  lose  such  an  im- 
portant (albeit  injury-prone)  player. 
West  Ham  are  also  battling  relega- 
tion, and  Magnusson's  money,  plus 
a  commanding  physical  defender 
such  as  Upson,  may  help  them  stay 
up — if  he  can  stay  fit. 


Break  away  from  the  crowd  with  an 
alternative  Spring  Break  Experience 


Enjoy  our  Shopping  Package 

•  Three  Night  accommodations 

•  Full  Buffet  Breakfast  each  morning 

•  $50  Gift  Card  to  the  Mall  of  America* 
INo  taxes  on  clothing  and  lootwearl  CROWNE  PLAZA' 
Free  shulfle  service  to  rfie  MOA"  MINNEAPOLIS 

AIRPORT  WEST 

USD  $269.00 

View  our  hotel  online  at  http://www.cpmsp.com 
Call  ui  at  952-831-8000  or  book  online  at  www.crowneplaza.com 

This  package  is  valid  from  February  1 9,  2007  to  April  6,  2007  •  Subject  to 
applicable  taxes  •  Valid  for  2  people  pet  room  •  One  gift  card  per  package 
fxiid.  Given  at  check-in  •  Advance  reservations  required 


Focus  on  your 
e-possibilities 


is  that,  while  Thierry  Henry  and 
Cristiano  Ronaldo  steal  the  show 
with  their  majestic  prowess,  the 
league's  success  has  relied  more 
on  the  grafting  of  lesser-known 
players  such  as  Bolton's  Kevin  No- 
lan or  Charlton's  Matt  Holland.  The 
top  teams  in  England  have  realized 
that  defensive  organization  pro- 
vides a  better  platform  for  success 
than  attacking  flair,  and  this  is  be- 
ing indoctrinated  in  youth  systems 
across  the  country. 

Indeed,  it  is  such  organization 
which  has  seen  FC  Dallas  dominate 
the  MLS  in  recent  times.  Toronto 
FC  would  do  well  to  follow  suit, 
as  it  appears  that  they  will  not  be 
challenging  the  Premiership  for 
top  name  signings  for  some  time  to 
come. 


SKI  &  SNOWBOARD 
SCHOOL 


READING  WEEK  AT 

MT.  STE-ANNE  /  LE  MASSIF 


Feb.  11-16  or  Feb.  18-23 

^  5  days  skiing/snowboarding 

*  Accommodation 

*  Travel  via  motor  coach 
%  All  taxes  &  gratuities 


FROM  $5^9 


23""  Year 


(416)  487-5271  •  www.sn0whawk5.com 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


•  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

•  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

•  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
c  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

t  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

•  Free  Repeat  Policy 

•  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

mimm-m-m 

www,oxfordseininars,con) 


"I  earned  niy  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want  to 

tacldethe  ' 
tough  stufr' 


Meet  Heather. 

To  get  the  specialized  skills  and  field  experience  that 
would  get  her  connected  in  HR,  Heather  earned  her 
Postgraduate  Certificate  in  Human  Resources  from 
Humber  in  only  2  semesters.  She  now  works  as  an 
HR  Representative  in  the  Health  Care  industry. 
We  think  she'll  manage  just  fine. 

Human  Resources,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


HUMBER 

Ttie  Business  Soliool 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  wvw.business.humber.ca 


CLASSIFIEDS 


SUMMER  CAMP  NORTH 
OF  MONTREAL: 

Hiring  instructors  for  in-line  skate  park, 
high  ropes/climbing,  waterski,  wind- 
surf,  sailing,  canoeing,  kayaking,  swim, 
tennis,  basketball,  soccer,  gymnastics, 
archery,  football,  baseball,  pottery,  arts 
&  crafts,  beads/jewelry,  jazz  dance, 
electric  guitar,  drama  director,  female 
jr  section  head,  and  nursing  students  to 
assist  camp  doctor,  www.mishmar.com, 
camp@mishmar.com 

INTELLIGENT,  ENERGETIC,  BRIGHT 
MINDS  NEEDED 

To  fill  available  positions  as  parking  atten- 
dants. Flexible  hours,  flexible  schedule. 
Located  in  downtown  Toronto  by  the  lake. 
Call  Roberto  -  (416)  230-1452.  $10/hr. 

MARRIED  COUPLES  WANTED 

University  of  Toronto  research  study  look- 
ing for  married  couples  who  have  lived  in 
Canada  for  at  least  10  years  to  complete 
questionnaires  about  their  relationship. 
Session  takes  approx.  1  hour  and  pays 
$20.  To  volunteer  phone  416-978-3210  or 
email  uoftmarriagestudy@hotmail.com 

ENGLISH  READING  BUDDY  - 
TUTOR  WANTED 

11  year  old.  Grade  6  student  needs  help 
reading  English,  Once  per  week,  negotia- 
ble day  (Monday  to  Friday),  approximately 
4:30-6:30  pm.  Call  Davi:  416-921-0663. 


FRENCH  READING  BUDDY  - 
TUTOR  WANTED 

11  year  old,  Grade  6  student  needs  help 
reading  French,  Once  per  week,  negotia- 
ble day  (Monday  to  Friday),  approximately 
4:30-6:30  pm.  Call  Davi:  416-921-0663. 


THE  TORONTO  ART  THERAPY  INSTITUTE 

Announces  new  options  for  streamlined 
training  in  art  therapy.  Visit  www.tati.on.ca 
or  call  416-924-6221. 


GIANT  BOOK,  SOFTWARE,  CD  SALE 

Large  selection  of  bestsellers;  law,  biog- 
raphy, health,  history,  politics,  dictionar- 
ies, kids,  business,  educational,  fiction, 
textbooks,  and  French  literature,  all  at 
discounted  prices.  421  Spadina.  416-754- 
4000. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING 
EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 


ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 

PC  COMPUTER  SERVICE 

Free  estimate.  25%  discount  for  U  of  T 
students.  Repairs  and  upgrades  at  your 
home.  Microtronics  co.  Phone:  416-423- 
6069,  Cell:  416-669-5700 


GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)- 
785-8898. 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  COPY 
EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and 
dissertations,  from  style  to  format. 
APA,  MLA  and  McGill  styles  are  speci- 
alities. Mary  Anne  Carswell,  MA,  MEd, 
mcarswell@sympatico.ca ,  416-303-3106. 


Advertise  in  the  Varsity 

ads@thevarsity.ca 

416-946-7604 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  eacfi  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  virord  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  cliaracters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 
the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 
DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


Bachelor  of  Appried  Business 

e-Business 
Degree 


<J|'  HUMBER 

The  Business  School 


Learn  from  industry  professionals 
Gain  real-world  business  skills 
Experience  a  four-month  paid  work  term 
Obtain  a  four-year  specialized  degree 
Have  the  freedom  to  pick  and  choose 

For  iHMitionai  details  on  this  unique  de^ee: 

Edmund  Baumann,  Program  Coordinator 
416.675.6G22,  ext.  3337 
edmund.baumann@humber.ca 

www.bu8lness.humber.ca 
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VARSITY  COMICS 


The  Varsity 


DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


NANITC  COMICS 

N»n1ti»  «rt  tiny  robotfl 
Thty'r*  so  TINY  th«t  th«y 
c»n  robot1c«ny  mass  witn 
things  «  th«  mo1«cuT»r 

1«VtT. 


I  thought  thtr*  wtr« 
Issutf  with  tht  "gray 

?oo"  scantrlo  baing 
rtipoiilbit?  ^ 


t  drtui  is  th«t  you  could  pour  •  V141  or 
n»n1ttf  on  youp  bad  and  thay  d  traniform  1t 
•t  tha  "n»ne"  lava!  Into  «  oattar  bad,  or  « 
big  01'  pila  of  tjfty  burgarji    veu  could 

\  iSlStt.  •'Im'ntxa  hungar,  disposa  of 
w*sta,  4nd  so  on.    Tha  only 
'downs Ida  Is  that  tha  nanltas 
could  m4lfunct1on,  raproduca 
without  chack,  and  raduca 
*11  Ufa  to  «  faaturalass 
gray  goo. 


Or  to  burgari.  — — 


to  burgars. 


I  AM  probably  confusing  sclanca 
fiction  nanltas  with  raal  nanltas. 
But  ona  thing  wa  can  all  agraa  on 
If  that  nanltas  ara  pratty  naati 
can  wt  also  all  agraa 
that  If      s  ~ 
thera  was  a 
suparharo 
who  could 
shrink 
really  smal 
he  should  ba 
Veal  lad 
\\  "Th* 
'jManlte 


wc  CAN. 


MEANWHILE.   IN  THE  FUTURE: 

It's  Nanlta  varsus  Manltai 
Two  titans  battling  for 
domlnanea  of  my  afftctlonsl 


1  '■  *  (Iny  ritttx 


1  » 


if.)  i007  Ryan  North 


ITCH  By  Daniel  Kaell 


.  q-.v4iitJ.com 


NO  OTFENCE:  op.  ^NT^M1N6  BuflJ 


COMTlNUCO... 


HMIDENING  THE  BLOW 


Culinary  Arts 


Design 


Engineering  Technology 


Fashion 


Health  Sciences 


Hospitality  &  Tourism  Management 


Nursing 


You're  graduating  with  a  degree,  but  many  employers  want  specialized  skills  and  experience.  Our  postgrad 
programs  take  your  theoretical  knowledge  and  let  you  apply  it.  In  a  hands-on  learning  environment,  with  our 
network  of  contacts  that  lead  to  work  placements  -  9  out  of  1 0  within  six  months  -  you'll  get  transferable  skills 
that  lead  to  jobs.  We  also  offer  fast-track  programs  so  that  you  can  earn  a  full  2-3  year  diploma  in  less  than  a  year 
Call  us  today  to  find  out  about  an  information  session.  We'll  help  you  get  in  the  door  ahead  of  the  crowd. 

Call  toll  free  1-800-415-5000  or  416-415-5000  or  go  to  georgebrown.ca/postgrad 


CEORGE 
BROWN 


COL  LEGE 


www.thevarsity.ca 


em 


AS  AMAZING  AS 
JESUS!  THE  SHADY 
SUBCULTURE  OF 
PICK-UP  ARTISTS 

//FEATURE,  PAGE  8 


INSIDE 


U  OF  T's  HIDDEN  PDRN  LIBRARY 

//  NEWS,  PAGE  3 

IS  VALENTINE'S  DAY  HETEROSEXIST? 

//  COMMENT,  PAGE  4 


HONEY,  SHEEP'S  GUTS  AND  ELEPHANT  DUNG:; 
CONTRACEPTIVES'  HAIRY  HISTDRYj 

//SCIENCE,  PAGE  6: 
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HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


6^ 


Wtst  Em/jocc. 
EteratoSTIY 


Your  student  centre! 

$5  BUCK  LUNCH 

Valentine's  Day 
Craft  Book  &  Art  Fair 
Jewelry,  pottery,  paintings,  zines,  clothing,  and  food! 
February  14th.  1 1:45  -  2:00pm.  In  the  Great  Hall 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1:30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  Find  out  how  to  tap  into  the  hundreds 
of  student  jobs  on  campus  and  make  plans  to  gain 

career-related  experience. 
Drop  in  for  coffee  &  cookies,  meet  new  people  and 
find  out  how  you  can  get  involved  on  campus. 


MIDDAY  MOSIACS 

Languages  of  Love 

A  double  hour  concert  uniting  vocalists  and  pianists  from 
the  Faculty  of  Music  in  a  Valentine's  Day  musical 
celebration.  Works  by  Bach,  Haydn,  Tchaikovsky, 
Prokofiev,  Borodin  and  others. 
February  14th.  12:00PM  -  2:00PM.  Free  Concert! 


$5  BUCK  LUNCH 

Chinese  Lunar  NewYear 
Special  Lion  Dance  Performance 
February  15th.  1 1:45  -  2:00PM.  Great  Halt 


INTHEJUSTINA  M. 
BARNICKE  GALLERY 

Ludmila  Armata:  Fragments  of  the  Unknown 
and  Daniel  Barkley:  Selected  Works 
Runs  until  February  1 5th. 


JAZZ  @  OSCARS 

jazz  Bassist  Scott  Kemp  Engages  Hon  House 
with  his  Inspiring  Original  Grooves. 
February  16th.  9:00PM.  Free  Concert! 


FOOD  SUSTAINABILITY 
CONFERENCE 

The  Real  Dirt  on  Food:  Unearthing  the 
Controversies  Behind  the  Food  we  Eat. 

Saturday  March  I  7th.  From  9AM  -  5PM 
Register  at  www.uofttix.ca  or  416.978.8849 
Visit  the  www.therealdirtca  for  more  details 


HART  HOUSE  ELECTIONS 

VOTE! 
February  14th  and  ISth 

Look  across  the  page  to  find  out  how. 


For  more  Hart  House  events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 


midPesign 


//WORTH  REPEATING 


Queen's  Park  tuition  protest  was  Canada's  largest 


With  3,500  screaming  students, 
the  national  Student  Day  of  Action 
rally  in  front  of  Queen's  Park  last 
Wednesday  was  probably  the  largest 
in  the  country. 

In  Montreal,  only  1,000  students 
from  local  universities  protested, 
in  Halifax  around  100  and  "a  few 
thousand"  in  Ottawa,  according  to 
campus  press  reports.  The  Students' 
Administrative  Council  is  holding 
meetings  on  St.  George  and  UTM 
campus  this  week  to  hash  out  the 
next  steps  in  the  campaign  to  freeze 
tuition  fees. 

Meanwhile,  The Excalibur at^ork 
University  reported  that  student 
leaders  from  Toronto  universities — 
including  U  of  T — signed  in  as 
journalists  from  various  campus 
publications — including  The 
Varsity — in  order  to  picket  a  funding 
announcement  by  minister  of 
training,  colleges,  and  universities 
Chris  Bentley  last  Monday. 

Vanessa  Larkey,  editor  of  The 
Underground  at  UTSC,  called  their 
actions  "disgusting." 

"Can  you  really  trust  these 
people?"  she  thundered. 
-MIKEGHENU 


Students  demonstrate  in  front  of  Queen's  Park  in  Feb.  7  Day  of  Action.  Top,  the  "debt  monster"  ambles  in  front  of  Convocation  Hall. 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 
now  I  want  to 


Stand  up 
for  the  public" 


Meet  Andrew. 

To  build  on  his  education  and  get  the  skill  set  employers 
were  looking  for,  Andrew  earned  his  Postgraduate  Certificate 
in  Public  Administration  from  Number  in  only  3  semesters. 
He  now  works  for  the  Ministry  of  Community  and 
Social  Services.  We  think  he's  found  the  meaningful 
career  he  always  wanted. 

Public  Administration,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


the  arctiitecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


fjji  HUMBER 


The  Business  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  wyyw.business,huinber.ca 


Teach  English 
Overseas 

f 

intensive  60-Hour  Program 
Classroom  Management  Techniques 
'  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 
9  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 
®  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

*  Teacher  Placement  Service 
Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

J  Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-92«240/1-8l)0-II9-1I?9 
www.oxfordseminars.com 
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U  of  T's  porn  stash 
strictly  for  eggheads 


Andre  Bovee-Begun 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Pornography:  It's  a  serious  subject  at 
the  University  of  Toronto — but  what 
would  you  know  about  that?  It  turns 
out  U  of  T's  special  collection  of  ex- 
plicit material  is  a  bit  of  a  secret  that 
few  seem  keen  to  advertise. 

Which  begs  the  question:  if  someone 
has  the  largest  library  of  pornography 
in  Ccinada,  and  no  one  knows  about  it, 
is  it  really  a  library? 

Not  that  this  affects  you,  but  the 
university  owns  a  vast  collection  of 
porn  magazines  (including  a  nearly 
complete  set  of  Playboy)  and  more  un- 
usual erotic  material  such  as  antique 
sex  tapes,  downloaded  dirty  websites 
and  therapy  records  of  people  who  at 
one  time  or  another  were  considered 
sexually  deviant. 

Called  the  Sexual  Representation 
Research  Collection,  the  library  is — 
probably — not  for  your  perusing  plea- 
sure. Access  to  its  contents  requires 
a  declaration  of  research  intent  that 
must  stand  up  under  close  scrutiny 
from  the  SRRC's  gatekeepers. 

The  library  is  located  in  U  of  T's 
Centre  for  Sexual  Diversity  Studies, 
which  officially  opened  its  doors  early 
this  year.  It  organizes  lectures,  panel 
discussions,  and  special  events  that 
shine  a  spotlight  on  issues  related  to 
sexual  diversity. 

Erika  Katzman,  a  student  in  the 
fledgling  sexual  diversity  studies  pro- 
gram based  in  the  centre,  was  thrilled 
to  learn  about  the  racy  collection. 

"I  think  it's  awesome,"  she  said.  "It 
could  definitely  be  useful  to  my  stud- 
ies, especially  in  research  concerning 
perspectives  on  and  popular  repre- 
sentations of  gender  and  sexuality." 

Other  students  echoed  Katzman's 
reaction,  and  wondered  why  they  had 
not  heard  about  the  collection  before. 

"I  find  it  quite  surprising  actually 
to  hear  that  we  have  a  pornography 
library.  It  isn't  listed  in  any  way  on  the 
library  website,"  remarked  Ade  Akin- 
aina,  a  psychology  major  at  UTM. 

"My  sole  reaction  is  [asking]  how 
come  it  isn't  more  publicized?  Stu- 
dents clearly  will  not  make  good  use  of 
it  if  they  are  unaware  of  its  existence." 

Not  everyone  is  in  the  dark  about 
the  collection  of  erotica. 

"I  am  surprised  at  the  fact  myself, 
but  I  actually  do  know  about  the  por- 
nography library,"  confessed  Dominic 
Alford-Duguid.  "That  said,  I  can't  re- 
member when  1  heard  about  it,  or  who 
I  heard  about  it  from.  I  am  in  philoso- 
phy, English,  and  math. ..not  exactly 
sexy  posts." 


//CAMPUS  CHAT 


How  some  in  U  of  T's  community  are  spending 
Valentine's  Day,  as  told  to  JOSEPHINE  LEE 

"I'm  going  to  be  teaching  gifted  children  for 
four  hours  and  then  making  cupcakes  for  my 
residents.  My  boyfriend  won't  be  part  of  either 
activity,  "-a  rezdon 

"The  older,  tenured  faculty  members  are 
going  to  take  the  younger,  newly  hired 
faculty  out  for  drinks.  Yeah,  it's  a  weird  way 
to  celebrate  Valentine's  Day.  But  that's  our 
department "  -  an  Arts  &  Science  prof 

"I'll  probably  just  go  to  the  mail  to  buy 
my  boyfriend  a  sweater.  To  be  honest,  I 
completely  forgot  about  Valentine's  Day.  But 
a  sweater  is  probably  a  safe  bet.  I  got  him 
one  before,  so  I'm  sure  I  can  do  that  again." 
-a  student 


2007-08 
HART  HOUSE 
ELECTIONS 


SHY  MAID  OR  DOMINANT  GAL? 


Yet  another  titillating  title,  no  doubt  stashed  away  somewhere  inside  U  of  T's  porn 
library.  You'll  need  a  valid  academic  reason,  though,  to  get  in  on  the  action.  The  library 
itself  is  located  in  an  unassuming  room  at  University  College. 


The  majority  of  the  collection  came 
as  a  donation  from  CBC  producer  Max 
Allen  in  May  2000.  Though  the  univer- 
sity dragged  its  heels  when  it  came  to 
accepting  the  donation,  students  don't 
see  what  all  the  fuss  is  about. 

"It's  as  legitimate  as  novels  are  for 
the  English  department,"  contended 
Baillie  Card,  a  fine  art  history  special- 
ist. Card  went  on  to  say  that  she  saw 


value  in  the  collection  as  a  critical 
resource  for  studying,  among  other 
things,  abuse,  violence,  and  human 
rights  violations.  For  others,  the  li- 
brary is  more  than  a  collection — it's  a 
potential  fountain  of  wisdom. 

"Pornography  should  be  embraced, 
for  it  educates  and  affects  each  gen- 
eration in  how  it  views  sexuality,"  said 
one  student. 


The  Chancellor  Rose  and  Ray  Wolfe  Leaure  in  Holocaust  Studies 


THE  YEARS  OF  EXTERMINATION:  A  PLEA  FOR 
AN  INTEGRATED  HISTORY  OF  THE  HOLOCAUST 

Saul  Friedlander 

1939  Club  Chair  in  the  History'  of  the  Holocaust 
Department  of  Histojy,  UCLA 


Monday,  March  5, 2007 
8  p.m. 

George  Ignatieff  Theatre 
15  Devonshire  Place 


Free  Admission  •  General  Seating 
For  more  information, 
visit  wvtfw.artsci.utoronto.ca  or 
call  416-946-5937 


Presented  by  The  Chancellor  Rose  and  Ray  Wolfi  Chair  in  Holocaust  Studies, 
the  Joint  Initiiilive  in  German  and  Fairopean  Studies,  and  the  faatliy  of  Am  & 
Science  at  the  University  of  Toronto,  with  the  support  of  the  Ford  Founilation. 

UNIVF.RSITY  OF  TORONTO 

FACULTY  OF  ARTS  &  SCJHNCH 


Feb.  14th  &  15th 


St.  George  -  Hart  House  Porters  Desk  (10am  -  7pm) 
UTM  -  Info  Booth  -  Student  Centre  (10am  -  2pm) 
UTSC  -  Office  of  Student  Affairs  (10am  -  2pm) 

LET  YOUR  VOICE  BE  HEARD! 

All  students  are  eligible  to  vote  for 
the  student  leaders  you  want  to 
govern  HART  HOUSE 

(VALID  STUDENT  IDENTIFiCATION  IS  REQUIRED  TO  VOTE) 

Art  •  Debates  •  Farm 
Finance  •  House 
Literary  &  Library  •  Music 

Recreational  Attiletics 
Social  Justice  •  Theatre* 

{*  Elections  MAY  not  be  required  for  all  committees) 

After  you  vote,  enjoy  a 
Hart  House  5-Buck  Lunch: 
February  14th:  Valentines  Day 
February  15th:  Chinese  New  Year 

HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

416.978.2452  www.harthouse.utoronto.ca 


We3t  tntnnce, 
ElevsloriTTY 


painidlDesign 

the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 
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V-Day:  Them  v.  Us 


Simon  Wozny 


These  cowboys  don't  want  to  quit  each  other,  even 
if  the  classic  Valentine's  Day  images  are  inherently 
heterosexist. 


Getting  to  class  on  time  is  tricky.  Dodging, 
ducking  and  ferociously  karate-chopping 
one's  way  through  the  hand-holding  hetero- 
sexual couples  blocking  the  narrow  sidewalk 
is  a  skill  too  rarely  used  by  the  denizens  of 
our  fine  campus.  And  on  Wednesday,  their 
numbers  will  swell  into  a  veritable  horde  of 
blissfully  ignorant  twosomes  that  we  will  all 
have  to  either  trample  over  (with  varying 
degrees  of  satisfaction)  or  risk  being  late  for 
class.  Personally,  I'll  be  wearing  my  hiking 
boots. 

The  miserable  rantings  of  a  perpetual 
bachelor,  you  diagnose.  You  prescribe  a  trip 
to  the  love  shack,  stat!  Medical  metaphors 
and  allusions  to  trite  80's  songs  aside,  I 
am  neither  miserable  nor  a  bachelor.  I  am 
a  man  in  a  relationship  that  appreciates  its 
man-on-man  action.  And  every  V-Day,  I  can- 


not help  but  stumble  around  in  a  quandary, 
dazed  and  confused,  wondering:  where  is 
all  the  man-on-man  (or  other  LGBT-on-cor- 
responding-LGBT)  action? 

The  truth  is  that  many  members  of  LGBT 
society  today  are  rejecting  Valentine's  Day. 
Every  gay  man  remembers  growing  up  and 
having  to  emotionally  remove  himself  from 
many  forms  of  hetero-couple  cultural  tradi- 
tions as  a  coming-out  rite  of  passage.  Some 
of  this  was  done  happily:  we  do  not  marry 
if  one  of  us  becomes  pregnant,  for  example. 
Many  of  us  have  likely  decided  to  never  get 
married  or  have  children,  too.  Though  there 
are  certainly  many  similarities  between  the 
LGBT  couple  and  the  hetero-couple,  the 
norms  that  divide  or  classify  LGBT  rela- 
tionships have  caused  many  couples  in  our 
society  to  self-identify  as  the  "alternative 
couple."  Part  of  this  alternative  ideology  is 
about  rejecting  the  picture-perfect  (hetero) 


couple  evoked  at  the  thought  of  Valentine's 
Day. 

None  of  this  is  to  say  that  we  do  not  cel- 
ebrate V-Day,  but  rather  that  we'll  celebrate 
it  in  our  own  way.  Some  will  choose  to  stay 
closer  to  the  conventional  "wine,  candle- 
light, music  and  nooky"  plan,  while  others 
will  go  to  Fly  and  watch  the  drag  queens 
enact  a  Titanic-meets-Nightmare  on  Elm 
Street  skit  set  to  a  Britney  Spears  remix  for 
the  occasion.  Check  out  the  inside  cover  of 
Fab  for  other  gay  parties  going  on  during  V- 
day  weekend. 

What's  most  important  for  LGBT  and  het- 
erosexual couples  alike  is  to  remember  that 
the  "love"  this  holiday  is  based  on  is  only  an 
ideal.  The  other  forms  of  love  we  encounter 
are  just  as  meaningful,  and  more  realistic. 
As  long  as  we  are  celebrating  in  the  true 
spirit  of  V-Day,  the  way  we  celebrate  doesn't 
need  to  follow  any  kind  of  convention. 


-  LETTERS  ^ 


Everyone's  a  columnist 


Mathew  Katz 


As  you  read  this  article,  you're  prob- 
ably either  bored  between  classes 
and  flipping  through  the  print  version 
of  this  newspaper,  or  you're  bored  be- 
tween classes  reading  it  on  The  Varsity's 
website.  Regardless,  you're  most  likely 
aware  that  you're  reading  an  article  in 
a  newspaper.  There's  something  that 
feels  formal  and  professional  about 
reading  a  newspaper — something  that 
makes  your  news,  sports,  culture,  res- 
taurant, reviews,  et  cetera,  seem  more 
authoritative.  At  least,  that's  how  many 
mainstream  media  outlets  are  hoping 
you  feel. 

By  now,  nearly  everyone  has  heard 
about  some  study  or  another  report- 
ing that  a  growing  percentage  of  people 
claim  to  get  a  growing  percentage  of 
their  news  from  independent  online 
bloggers.  However,  no  matter  how  siz- 
able an  audience  the  internet  media 
has,  this  is  still  a  tiny  fraction  of  the 
audience  of  mainstream  media  out- 
lets. Mainstream  outlets  (in  all  media) 
have  both  the  budget  and  established 
names  to  keep  a  much  more  diverse 
and  widespread  audience  than  blogs. 
The  widespread  availability  of  such 
media  also  simply  makes  them  easier 
for  people  to  access — ^you  see  newspa- 
per headlines  because  newspapers  are 
everywhere  you  go,  while  blogs  have  to 
be  sought  out. 

Newspapers  such  as  the  Globe  &  Mail 
and  the  Toronto  Star  have  the  money, 
production  facilities,  name  recognition, 
and  advertising  revenue  needed  to  dis- 


seminate information  to  millions  of 
people  across  the  country.  They  offer  a 
chance  for  uniformity  that  the  wide  va- 
riety of  blogs  does  not.  When  you  pick 
up  your  Toronto  Star  in  the  morning, 
you  know  thousands  of  your  fellow  stu- 
dents will  be  reading  the  same  thing. 

Lacking  much  of  this  grand  sense 
of  unity,  blogs  tend  to  be  smaller  and 
more  individualistic,  both  in  terms  of 
their  writing  style  and  their  distribu- 
tion. Most  blogs  are  written  by  a  single 
person  who  wants  to  put  in  his  or  her 
two  cents.  They  have  a  small  focus, 
typically  covering  the  individual's  own 
interests  or  those  of  their  community. 
Typically,  they  are  opinionated — with 
a  style  similar  to  the  articles  in  the 
very  Comment  section  you're  currently 
reading — and  a  far  cry  from  the  formal 
front  section. 

The  importance  of  the  rampant  indi- 
vidualism found  in  blogs  has  not  been 
lost  on  major  media  outlets.  National 
newspapers  have  their  top  writers 
regularly  publish  extra  content  on  their 
own  personal  blogs,  and  at  December's 
Liberal  leadership  convention,  the 
CBC  website  hosted  numerous  blogs 
penned  by  their  reporters  on  the  floor. 
The  message  behind  this  convergence 
is  clear — top  media  outlets  want  people 
to  go  to  one  place  for  both  their  blog- 
ging  and  mainstream  news  needs. 

With  all  the  mainstream  involvement 
in  blog  media,  one  must  ask  how  truly 
unique  internet  media  is.  Rick  Salutin, 
an  author  and  Globe  &  Mail  columnist 
who  teaches  a  media  course  at  U  of  T, 
believes  that  blogs  are  "stunningly  sim- 


ilar" to  the  mainstream  media,  in  the 
sense  that  both  exhibit  a  difficulty  with 
thinking  outside  of  the  box.  Not  only 
are  they  usually  written  in  a  similar  way 
(with  some  very  notable  exceptions), 
but  the  "blogosphere"  tends  to  act  as 
an  echo  chamber  for  stories  published 
by  mainstream  news. 

Although  many  blogs  are  starting  to 
resemble  mainstream  news  sources,  at 
least  in  spirit,  the  influence  goes  both 
ways.  The  capacity  for  originality  in 
form,  delivery,  and  content  inherent 
in  blogs  is  proving  attractive.  Recently, 
city  councilor  Adam  Giambrone  ap- 
proached a  number  of  Toronto-based 
blogs,  asking  them  to  brainstorm  ideas 
to  overhaul  the  dated,  clunky  TTC  web- 
site. The  councilor's  choice  to  approach 
municipal  blogs  in  particular  acknowl- 
edged the  growing  influence  that  blogs 
have,  as  well  as  their  ability  to  connect 
better  with  their  readership,  particu- 
larly regarding  issues  connected  to  the 
internet. 

In  their  evolution  from  journal  to 
news  source,  and  in  an  attempt  to  gain 
some  validity,  it  seems  that  many  blogs 
are  simply  becoming  specialized  news- 
papers published  through  the  internet 
instead  of  on  paper.  How  else  is  it  that 
newspaper  columnists  are  able  to  write 
so  easily  for  a  blog?  The  medium  is  dif- 
ferent, but  the  message  seems  to  be  the 
same. 

Similar  to  newspapers,  the  larger  blog 
audiences  get,  the  less  individualistic 
the  blogs  themselves  become,  since 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


Lack  of  voices  in 
Israel  debate 

Re:  Israel  "apartheid"  debate 
reignites,  Feb.  8 

It  certainly  sucks  being  Jewish  on 
campus  these  days.  As  a  mature 
student  returning  to  school,  1  have  to 
say  that  at  best,  the  constant  bom- 
bardment of  anti-Israel  propaganda 
creates  an  unsafe  feeling  for  Jews  on 
this  campus.  At  worst,  it  promotes 
hatred  and  historical  revisionism. 
And  it  all  fabulously  culminates  dur- 
ing the  so-called  Israeli  Apartheid 
Week.  What's  funny,  though,  is  that 
besides  the  angry  rhetoric — which 
discounts  the  realities  of  suicide 
bombings,  extremist  ideologies,  and 
a  people's  3000-year-old  history  in 
the  region — the  political  left  has 
lined  up  behind  this  propaganda  in 
an  unthinking,  ignorant  mass.  Let's 
not  forget  that  the  land  now  known  as 
Israel  was  renamed  Syria  Palaestina 
by  the  Romans  in  132  CE,  in  order  to 
erase  any  memory  of  the  native  Jew- 
ish inhabitants  who  were  expelled.  As 
a  leftie  and  an  Israeli,  these  anti-Israel 
campus  events  make  me  ashamed. 
It's  not  my  nationality  that  shames 
me,  but  rather  it's  my  affiliation  with 
a  morally  and  intellectually  bankrupt 
left. 

TaMARA  MlSHAN 

•  It  appears  that  Ben  Spurr's  asser- 
tion that  "nothing  much  has  changed" 
since  the  inception  of  Israeli  Apart- 
heid Week  is  true.  Ending  "Israeli 
apartheid"  has  been  the  celebrated 


cause  of  those  who,  as  Spurr  notes, 
would  be  dissatisfied  with  anything 
other  than  a  one-state  solution  that 
would  demographically  asphyxiate 
the  state  of  Israel.  Theirs  is  certainly 
not  a  new  argument — indeed,  en- 
emies of  dialogue  and  mutual  respect 
have  been  attacking  Israel's  basic 
right  to  exist  for  years. 

On  our  campus — which  ostensibly 
represents  a  diversity  of  viewpoints 
and  expressions — I  find  it  appalling 
that  one  department  in  particular  has 
overtly  colluded  with  those  who  wish 
to  create  an  environment  of  hostility 
towards  one  identifiable  group  of  stu- 
dents. As  an  NMC  major  and  member 
of  the  NMC  student  union,  it  should 
not  be  too  much  to  expect  to  be  fairly 
represented  and  informed  about  a 
variety  of  events.  1  was  therefore 
dismayed  to  receive  an  email  from 
the  NMCSU  advertising  lAW  2007, 
whereas  when  I  requested — not  once, 
not  twice,  but  three  times — to  have 
a  notice  about  a  lecture  delivered  by 
Yossia  Klein-Halevl,  a  balanced  propo- 
nent of  a  two-state  solution,  circulated 
by  the  NMCSU,  1  was  flat-out  ignored. 

It  is  disappointing  that  the  univer- 
sity has  once  again  failed  to  take  ac- 
tion against  an  lAW  planned  to  foment 
hate.  Moreover,  it  is  disconcerting 
that  a  student  union,  obligated  to 
represent  all  its  students,  has  acted  in 
direct  contravention  of  the  ASSU  con- 
stitution, stating  that  no  union  "shall 
discriminate  on  the  grounds  of. .  .po- 
litical. .  .beliefs  [or]  activity."  Are  the 
university  and  its  affiliate  organiza- 
tions not  above  such  discriminatory 
practices  against  its  students? 

Jeffrey  Bernstein 
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Seynt  Valentynes 
day,  whan  every 
foul  Cometh  there 
to  chese  his  make, 
of  every  kynde  that  men 
thynkemay." 
-  Geoffrey  Chaucer,  The  Parlement 
ofFoules 

This  mention  of  St.  Valentine's 
Day  as  a  day  of  happy  courtship 
may  be  the  first  such  usage  in 
history.  There  is  no  prior  associa- 
tion of  love  with  St.  Valentine's 
Day  in  English  literature,  and 
while  his  contemporaries  men- 
tion the  idea,  Chaucer  fully  devel- 
ops the  notion  of  February  14  as 
a  day  when  all  the  creatures  in 
the  avian  kingdom  gather  to  find 
their  one  true  mate.  The  birds  of 
the  parliament  (the  "foules")  all 
woo  one  another,  each  seeking 
that  "certeyn  thing"  which  has 
occupied  and  befuddled  us  from 
Chaucer's  time  onward. 


CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

bloggers  have  to  make  sure  to  cater  to 
their  wider  audience.  Many  blogs  now 
have  multiple  contributors,  and  there 
are  now  conglomerated  blog  networks 
such  as  the  Gothamist  Network,  which 
publishes  regional  blogs  for  numerous 
cities.  This  system  resembles  the  one 
that  governs  news  networks  or  news- 
paper chains,  a  fact  that  could  lead  to 
the  problems  of  blog  conglomeration 
like  we  currently  have  with  mainstream 
media  outlets. 

Nowadays,  I'm  able  to  discuss  stories 
from  Torontoist,  Gothamist's  Toronto- 
based  regional  blog,  with  many  of  my 
friends.  Perhaps  the  day  we  will  view 
blogs  with  that  same  sense  of  unity  and 
legitimacy  we  hold  so  dear  with  the 
print  world  isn't  so  far  off. 


//  CAMPUS  CUISINE  WITH  AMIE  &  AMANDA 


Winterlicious  a  real  treat 


Amie  Watson  and  Amanda  Whittal 


mi 

Edo Japan 

♦♦♦♦ 


Canoe 

Are  you  tired  of  living  the  life  of  a  poor 
student,  unable  to  afford  the  pleasure 
of  fine  dining?  Well,  have  we  got  a  treat 
for  you!  Winterlicious  is  a  two-week 
culinary  showcase  during  which  many 
of  Toronto's  top  restaurants  offer  prix 
fixe  menus.  What  does  that  mean  to 
the  average  student?  You  can  find  a  re- 
ally good  deal  on  some  amazing  food. 

Our  first  adventure  was  an  event 
entitled  Far  Beyond  Sushi,  hosted  by 
Edo  Japan  (484  Eglinton  Ave  W).  This 
experience  was  especially  exciting, 
as  we  took  in  the  restaurant's  beauti- 
ful adornments  and  settled  in  to  learn 
everything  we  wanted  to  know  about 
Japanese  cooking. 

The  main  message  was  that  those 
of  us  who  only  thought  of  Japanese 
cuisine  as  "sushi"  need  not  make  that 
mistake  any  longer.  Sushi  is  a  staple  of 
Japanese  food  (like  pizza  to  Italians), 
but  their  haute  cuisine  comes  in  many 
other  forms.  Our  dining  experience  in- 
cluded five  courses  and  three  types  of 
sake.  To  start,  we  had  a  choice  of  On- 
sen Tamago  Tori  Oyaka  Salada  (shred- 


Campus  Cuisine  critics  Watson  (middle)  and  Whittal  (right)  learn  the  art  of  preparing 
Japanese  delicacies  during  Far  Beyond  Sushi  at  Edo  Japan. 


ded  chicken  and  steamed  egg  salad 
with  sesame  sauce)  or  Edamame  Japa- 
Imo  (cream  miso-shiru).  The  cream 
soup  was  a  flavourful  twist  on  the 
traditional  miso,  and  the  salad  burst 
with  refreshing  flavour,  except  for  the 
rather  bland  steamed  egg. 

The  sushi  course  followed,  with  a 
small  sample  of  a  few  delightful  pieces. 
It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  sushi 
is  meant  to  be  eaten  in  one  bite,  with 
your  fingers,  and  melt  in  the  mouth. 
We  learned  that  ginger  is  a  palate 
cleanser,  and  sake  should  not  accom- 
pany sushi  as  they  are  both  made  from 
rice,  making  their  tastes  clash. 

The  main  courses  were  Shake  Ho-Iru 
Tsutsumi  Yaki  (foil-wrapped  roasted 


salmon)  and  Tori  Wagyu  Tsumemono 
(kobe  beef  and  mozzarella  stuffed 
chicken).  The  salmon,  dipped  in  a  spe- 
cial ponzu  (vinegar)  sauce  with  green 
onions,  was  exquisite,  and  the  suc- 
culent kobe  beef  inside  exceptionally 
tender  chicken  breast  was  matched 
only  by  the  decadent  sauce  drizzled 
on  top. 

For  dessert,  we  tried  the  Choco  Ich- 
igo  (Belgian  dark  chocolate  mousse) 
and  the  Matcha  Azuki  (green  tea  cake 
roll).  Both  were  good,  but  we  preferred 
the  mousse.  Our  strongest  impression 
of  the  evening  was  of  the  pride  taken 
by  the  pleascmt  restaurant  staff  in  the 
beautiful  presentation  of  each  course, 
a  signature  aspect  of  Japemese  cuisine. 


Our  second  Winterlicious  excursion 
was  to  Canoe,  a  restaurant  located 
atop  the  TD  Bank  Tower  at  Bay  and 
Wellington.  Given  the  prime  location 
and  poised  professionalism  of  the 
staff.  Canoe  is  an  ideal  hotspot  for 
the  downtown  business  crowd.  As 
students,  we  stood  out  a  little,  but  we 
were  welcomed  by  friendly,  relaxed 
servers  sporting  genuine  smiles.  The 
shrimp  pate  was  a  heavy  but  fresh  ap- 
petizer highlighted  with  sweet  beets, 
but  there  was  nothing  extraordinary 
about  the  alternative,  standard  mixed 
vegetables  with  cheese  dressing. 

The  mains  included  a  broiled  salm- 
on, cooked  perfectly  and  with  enough 
flavour  of  its  own  that  a  horseradish 
crust  pushed  the  taste  too  far.  The 
pork  tenderloin  was  succulent  eind 
tender,  with  the  true  genius  being  the 
choice  of  red  wine  cabbage  as  a  pair- 
ing, because  the  tartness  of  the  cab- 
bage contrasted  with  the  sweet  pork. 
Dessert  was  a  choice  of  chocolate 
steamed  pudding  or  pear  and  hazelnut 
tart.  There  was  no  competition — the 
pudding  won  hands-down. 

After  anticipating  the  Canoe  expe- 
rience for  two  years,  our  verdict  sur- 
prised us.  The  food  was  excellent,  but 
ordinary.  We  preferred  Edo  because  it 
intrigued  us  with  every  course  and  in 
general  created  a  remarkable  dining 
experience. 

If  you  feel  like  sampling  a  cuisine  you 
might  not  have  tasted  before,  try  Edo. 
If  you  want  a  stunning  view  and  the 
best  quality  "normal  food"  out  there, 
try  Canoe.  Whichever  restaurant  you 
prefer,  we  highly  recommend  taking 
advantage  of  Winterlicious  next  year. 
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DONSHIPS 

St  Michael's  College 
Student  Residence 


Applications  are  now  being  accepted  from  men  and  women 
for  Donships  in  the  St  Michael's  College  Student  Residence  for 
2007-2008.  Eligible  candidates  must  be  enrolled  in  their  fourth 
year  of  undergraduate  studies,  or  in  a  graduate,  second  degree,  or 
equivalent  UofT  programme  during  the  academic  session. 

Application  packages  are  available  from  the  St  Michael's  College 
mail  desk  (81  St  Mary  Street),  from  our  web  site,  by  email,  and  by 
post  at  the  address  below.  Interviews  for  a  short  list  of  candi- 
dates will  be  held  in  mid-March.  For  ftirther  information,  please 
contact: 

The  Office  of  the  Dean  of  Students,  St  Michael's  College 
81  St  Mary  Street,  Toronto,  ON,  M5S  1J4 
Telephone:  (4)6)  926-7127 
smc.residence@utoronto.ca 
www.utoronto.ca/stmikes 

The  deadline  for  receipt  of  applications  by  the  Dean  of  Students  is 
Wednesday  February  28th.  2007. 


RATIONALITY:  A  CRITICAL  PERSPECTIVE 


Rational  Ctioice 
and  Some  of  Its 
Alternatives 

SPEAKER: 

THOMAS  SCHEL.LiNG 
2005  Nobol  Pn7o  i,n;jrea!e 
Dislinguished  .University  Professor.  Emeritus, 
Scnrsoi  of  Public  Poiicy,  UniversI^y  of  Marylare 
February  15,  2007  4:30-6:00  p,in. 

OBORGE  IGNATCEFF  THEATOB 


A  PsyctLolog-ical 
Perspective 

SPEAKER: 

DANlEi,  KAHNEMAN 

?m?  Norx:!  r  ■ 

EugpriK  HiiJi  '  >f  Psychology 
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CEOHOE  IGNATfEIiT'  THEATRE 


Rational  Clioice 
Tlieory-Hubris  or 
Common  Sense? 

SPEAKER: 

JON  EL  : 

Robfrrt  K.  M'  r.  ,  -  ;f  Pclitrc.-ii  Science, 

Columbia  University 

Fobrusry  17,  2007  9  00-in;.T-0  o  m. 

HART  HODSE  GEEAT  HAIX 

Round  T^ble 
Discussion 

JON  EL.STER. 

DANIEL  KAHNEMAN,  AND 

THOMAS  SC-^E'_/.JNG 

CHAIR 

JANiCh;  ;:i"rE!N 
Director,  Munk  Centre  for  Interridlranoi  Studies 
Fetvuory  17.  2007  i0:.30  a  ry..-lZ:<Xi  p  rr: 

HART  HOUSE  GBEAT  BALI^ 


MUNK  GKNTRK  FOR  INTERNATIONAL  STUDIES  IN  PARTNEIRSHtP  WITH: 
Centre  for  International  Studies 
:  rjf  Political  Science 
Dc'ii     .  ,iculty  of  Arts  &  Sciences 
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Noah's  new  Norwegian  ark 

Should  floods  and  droughts  induced  by 
global  warming  destroy  the  world's  food 
supply,  we  now  have  a  back-up  plan.  In  col- 
laboration with  the  Global  Crop  Diversity 
Trust,  a  fund  partly  founded  by  the  UN  Food 
and  Agriculture  Organization,  the  Nor- 
wegian government  has  designed  a  seed 
vault  that  will  house  samples  of  every  im- 
portant food  crop  around  the  world.  Called 
the  Svalbard  International  Seed  Vault,  the 
storage  facility  will  hold  three  million  seed 
samples  and  will  be  carved  into  the  rock  of 
Svalbard,  an  Arctic  island  not  far  from  the 
North  Pole,  with  an  artful  entrance  visible 
to  the  public.  Not  only  is  Svalbard's  perma- 
frost cold  enough  to  preserve  the  seeds  if 
refrigeration  fails,  but  at  130  metres  above 
sea  level,  it  will  stay  dry  if  Antarctica  and 
Greenland's  ice  sheets  melt — an  event  that 
would  cause  oceans  to  rise  61  metres.  Of- 
ficials designed  the  vault  in  plain  view  of 
the  public  in  hopes  that  people  will  take  an 
active  interest  in  the  vault's  safety.  All  the 
same,  the  vault  will  be  guarded  by  several 
sets  of  reinforced  doors  and  a  video  secu- 
rity system.  The  vault  could  provide  hope 
of  recovery  from  climatic  ruin,  but  its  pres- 
ence will  also  be  a  towering  reminder  of  the 
urgent  need  for  conservation  and  sustain- 
ability  in  our  everyday  lives. 
Source:  Global  Crop  Diversity  Trust  news 
service 
— SANDY HUEN 

Blame  the  hormones 

Researchers  have  identified  a  "reward  sys- 
tem" in  the  human  brain  that  predicts  dif- 
ferent types  of  rewards  for  tasks — such  as 
money  and  food — and  plays  a  role  in  nor- 
mal cognitive  processes  such  as  learning 
and  motivation. 

Located  primarily  in  the  area  of  the 
brain  called  the  mesencephalon,  the  dopa- 
mine-dependent  system  is  also  distributed 
in  various  other  brain  sites.  Malfunctions 
with  it  have  been  linked  with  pathologies 
such  as  Parkinson's  disease  and  schizo- 
phrenia. 

Previous  research  had  shown  that  female 
rats  will  self-administer  cocaine,  a  drug 
that  interacts  with  the  dopamine  system, 
in  higher  doses  after  receiving  estrogen  in- 
jections. It  was  also  known  that  the  human 
female  response  to  cocaine  is  greater  in  the 
follicular  phase  of  the  menstrual  cycle  and 
that  schizophrenia  tends  to  appear  later  in 
women  than  in  men.  So  the  team  set  out  to 
discover  how  sex  hormones  are  linked  to 
dopamine-related  brain  diseases  and  drug 
sensitivity. 

The  researchers  measured  the  brain 
activity  of  female  human  subjects  twice 
during  their  menstrual  cycles.  Before  be- 
ing scanned,  the  women  played  virtual  slot 
machines  that  advertised  different  prob- 
abilities of  winning. 

When  the  slots  gave  poor  odds — that  is, 
when  a  reward  was  especially  uncertain- 
researchers  found  that  women  in  the  follic- 
ular phase  of  their  menstrual  cycle  (when 
estrogen  levels  increase)  showed  more 
activity  in  emotional  processing  areas  of 
their  brains  than  women  in  the  luteal  phase 
(when  estrogen  levels  drop).  Conducting 
the  same  experiment  on  men,  researchers 
found  that  a  brain  area  involved  in  motiva- 
tion for  obtaining  rewards  was  more  highly 
activated  than  in  either  group  of  women. 

Investigators  say  understanding  the 
role  hormones  play  in  the  reward  system 
is  particularly  important  to  the  study  of 
psychiatric  diseases,  aging,  and  drug  and 
gambling  addictions. 
Source:  CNRSnews  service 
— ABIGAIL  SLINGER 


A  history  of  contraception 

What  do  elephant  dung,  sheep  innards  and  wild  yams  have  in  common?  Long  before  the  time  of 
multicoloured  condoms  and  "morning-after"  pills,  these  items  were  once  used  by  couples  who  wanted 
to  prevent  pregnancy. 


Mandy  Lo 


Though  it  was  not  until  1677  when  An- 
thony van  Leeuwenhoek  discovered 
sperm  by  examining  semen  samples 
and  unraveled  our  understanding  of 
conception  in  the  process,  people  had 
already  been  practicing  birth  control 
methods  for  centuries,  Some  methods 
depended  on  preventing  the  passage  of 
sperm  into  the  cervix,  some  resembled 
a  primitive  condom,  and  some  were 
fanciful  potions  that  may  have  done 
more  harm  than  good. 


Stop  the  sperm! 


One  of  the  earliest  guides  to  birth  con- 
trol can  be  found  in  the  Ebers  Papy- 
rus, an  ancient  Egyptian  medical  text 
dating  back  to  1550  B.C.  It  prescribed 
an  ancient  contraceptive  suppository 
made  of  seed  wool  soaked  with  a  sticky 
mixture  of  acacia,  crushed  dates  and 
honey,  to  be  placed  into  a  woman's  vul- 
va to  prevent  pregnancy  for  up  to  three 
years.  As  for  the  Greeks,  in  the  fourth 
century  they  used  olive  oil  and  honey 
as  spermicides. 

As  primitive  as  these  ideas  seem, 
modern  scientific  studies  have  sug- 
gested that  some  of  these  contracep- 
tion methods  could  be  effective.  Gum 
from  the  acacia  tree  could  have  broken 
down  into  lactic  acid,  a  spermicide 
often  found  in  some  of  today's  contra- 
ceptive jellies.  Honey  was  also  likely  to 
reduce  sperm's  mobility. 

Women  in  ancient  times  ingeniously 
used  materials  native  to  their  habitat — 
crushed  roots  from  Western  Africa, 
bamboo  tissue  from  Japan,  seaweed 
and  algae  from  the  coast  of  Easter  Is- 
land— as  vaginal  suppositories  to  phys- 
ically block  the  entry  of  sperm.  Even 
animal  excrement,  such  as  elephant 
and  crocodile  dung,  was  used  as  vagi- 
nal plugs  in  India  and  Egypt  3,000  years 
ago.  The  acidic  properties  of  the  dung 
could  very  well  work  as  a  spermicide. 


The  ancient  rubber 

The  most  well  known  form  of  contra- 
ceptive today — the  condom — was 
initially  a  linen  sheath  soaked  in  an 
herbal  mixture. 

This  first  condom  was  described 
by  Gabriel  Fallopius,  the  Italian  anat- 
omist who  gave  the  famous  Fallopian 
tubes  his  name.  The  original  purpose 
of  a  contraceptive  sheath  was  to  pro- 
tect against  syphilis,  but  it  was  not 
long  before  people  discovered  that 
it  was  also  an  effective  means  to  pre- 
vent pregnancy.  In  the  early  1800s, 
animal  intestines,  fish  bladders  and 


//  Immunity  to  pregnancy 


If  you've  never  heard  of  immuno- 
contraception,  you're  not  alone.  First 
tested  20  years  ago,  immunocontra- 
ception  is  currently  under  consider- 
ation as  a  means  of  controlling  wild- 
life populations. 

Like  a  vaccine,  immunocontra- 
ception  works  by  stimulating  an 
animal's  immune  system  to  defend 
against  sperm,  eggs,  hormones,  or 
another  event  during  the  reproduc- 
tive process.  But  gearing  the  body 
up  to  resist  fertilization  may  have 
consequences,  as  Professor  Des 
Cooper  from  the  University  of  New 
South  Wales  recently  reported. 

Inevitably,  immunocontraceptives 
do  not  work  as  well  for  some  individ- 
uals as  others,  because  the  genetic 
variation  of  a  population  virtually 
ensures  that  not  all  individuals  will 
respond  to  the  vaccine  in  the  same 
way.  In  27  out  of  32  studies.  Cooper 
found  that  10  per  cent  of  animals 
remained  fertile  despite  immuno- 
contraception.  Those  individuals, 
and  no  others  from  the  population, 
went  on  to  breed.  Not  only  was  the 
resulting  generation  unresponsive 


oiled  skins  became  the  equivalents 
of  modern  condoms.  The  intestines 
were  washed,  soaked,  stretched  and 
a  small  ribbon  was  attached  to  pre- 
vent slippage. 

One  of  the  greatest  revolutions 
in  condom  production  came  in  the 
1850's  with  Charles  Goodyear's  vul- 
canization technology,  which  ren- 
ders natural  rubber  into  its  soft  and 
malleable  form  by  the  addition  of 
sulphur  and  heat.  It  is  also  protected 
the  material  from  becoming  brittle 
in  cold  temperatures  or  soft  in  warm 
temperatures.  Soon  vulcanized  rub- 
ber was  used  to  manufacture  a  whole 


to  immunocontraception,  they  all 
shared  the  genes  of  what  had  been  a 
minority  in  the  previous  generation. 
Immunocontraceptives  essentially 
became  a  method  of  genetic  engi- 
neering, as  the  genes  that  get  passed 
on  are  not  naturally  selected. 

Cooper  also  raised  concerns  about 
the  fitness  of  the  genetic  minority. 

"The  job  of  the  immunological 
system  is  to  combat  disease-causing 
organisms.  But  there  is  a  danger  that 
the  selected  minority  might  be  more 
susceptible  to  diseases,  or  that  they 
would  be  better  at  carrying  disease- 
causing  agents  which  could  affect 
other  animals  with  which  they  come 
in  contact." 

Though  many  animal-welfare 
groups  have  encouraged  the  de- 
velopment of  this  method — on  the 
grounds  that  it  is  more  humane  than 
shooting,  poisoning,  or  deliberate  in- 
fection with  viral  diseases — Cooper 
maintains  that  until  their  effects  are 
fully  understood,  immunocontracep- 
tives aren't  safe  enough  to  use. 
Source:  Reproduction 
—SANDY  HUEN 


range  of  contraceptives  such  as  con- 
doms, intrauterine  devices  and  dia- 
phragms. 


Pills  and  potions 


The  invention  of  the  modern  oral  con- 
traceptive was  preceded  by  a  long 
tradition  of  potions  and  concoctions. 
While  the  effects  (if  any)  of  these 
recipes  are  still  mostly  unknown, 
the  formulas  range  from  bizarre  to 
poisonous,  including  brews  of  dried 
beaver  testicles  to  drinks  of  lead  and 
mercury. 

Luckily,  details  about  the  hormones 
involved  in  the  menstrual  cycle  be- 
gan to  emerge  by  the  1940s.  Proges- 
terone, which  is  secreted  after  ovu- 
lation to  thicken  the  endometrium, 
remains  present  in  high  levels  after 
fertilization  of  the  egg  and  prevents 
the  pituitary  gland  from  sending  the 
signals  necessary  for  ovulation.  Sci- 
entists also  realized  that  extra  doses 
of  progesterone  could  prevent  ovula- 
tion and  "fool"  the  body  into  thinking 
it  is  pregnant.  However,  progester- 
one was  difficult  and  costly  to  extract 
from  slaughtered  animals. 

Enter  Russell  Marker,  a  chemist  at 
Penn  State  University  who  had  de- 
vised a  method — "The  Marker  Deg- 
radation"— to  derive  progresterone 
from  plants.  Using  the  wild  Mexican 
yam  known  as  cabeza  de  negro, 
which  was  already  eaten  by  Mexican 
tribes  to  prevent  pregnancy.  Marker 
was  able  to  cheaply  mass-produce 
progesterone.  Although  his  form  of 
progesterone  was  ineffective  orally, 
it  had  laid  the  foundation  for  the  cre- 
ation of  a  hormonal  birth  control. 

In  the  1950's,  an  oral  form  of  syn- 
thetic progesterone  was  created, 
independently  by  Cari  Djerassi  and 
Frank  Colton.  This  form  of  the  hor- 
mone, along  with  estrogen,  are  the 
major  ingredients  in  "The  Pill"  we  all 
know  today. 
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How  great  our  lakes 


Abigale  Miller 


No  smart  Torontonian  would  drink 
a  glass  of  water  straight  out  of  Lake 
Ontario.  But  although  we  all  know  the 
Great  Lakes  are  polluted,  we  don't  re- 
ally know  what  chemicals  are  in  there, 
and  what's  being  done  to  control  them. 

Dr.  Gail  Krantzberg,  the  director 
of  McMaster  University's  Centre  for 
Engineering  and  Public  Policy,  spoke 
last  Thursday  about  toxic  substances 
in  the  Great  Lakes.  The  contaminants 
aren't  new,  but  many  are  only  now  be- 
ing identified  as  threats. 

One  class  of  chemicals  falling  under 
scrutiny  are  polybrominated  diphenyl 
ethers,  a  type  of  flame  retardant  used 
in  commercial  products  like  furniture 
and  electronics. 

"They're  in  the  carpets,  they're 
in  your  clothes,  they're  in  the  walls. 
They're  fire  retardants  and  they're 
there  to  protect  society,"  Krantzberg 
explained.  But  they  may  pose  a  risk  to 
society  as  well.  Krantzberg  said  that 
PBDEs  have  been  shown  to  cause  neu- 
rological impairment  and  hormone  dis- 
ruption in  humans. 

These  effects  are  very  similar  to  the 


Animals  at  the  top  of  the  food  chciin 
therefore  most  threatened  by  bioaccu- 
mulation. 

Of  11,000  chemicals  in  the  Great 
Lakes  recently  screened  by  the  Cana- 
dian Environmental  Protection  Act, 
over  20  per  cent  of  them  were  highly 
bioaccumulative. 

What  can  be  done  about  these 
newly  discovered  threats?  One  major 
avenue  for  change  is  legislative  policy. 
Krantzberg  feels  that  legal  documents 
currently  under  revision,  such  as  the 
Great  Lakes  Water  Quality  Agreement, 
should  require  more  precautions  when 
dealing  with  chemicals  whose  pollut- 
ant effects  are  yet  unclear.  The  "pre- 
cautionary principle,"  an  environmen- 
tal concept  currently  popular  among 


European  policy-maJcers,  states  that 
"the  lack  of  scientific  evidence  shall 
not  impede  policy  development  to  be 
protective  of  present  and  future  gen- 
erations." 

"Clearly  precaution  is  better  than 
cure,"  Krantzberg  said.  She  urged 
Canada  to  eliminate  substances  that 
show  detrimental  effects  in  laboratory 
animals  and  that  have  potential — even 
unproven — toxic  effects. 

Calling  for  a  radical  shift  in  regula- 
tory policy,  Krantzberg  said  that  the 
current  system  of  banning  chemicals 
only  after  they  are  proven  hazardous 
must  be  reversed.  According  to  her, 
we  need  to  put  "an  onus  on  industry  to 
demonstrate  no  harm,  rather  than  on 
government  to  prove  harm." 


Don't  drink  the  water!  Some  scientists  are  cautioning  policy-makers  to  take  more 
precautions  when  dealing  with  chemicals  whose  hazards  are  not  yet  clear. 


effects  of  banned  PCBs,  a  previous  gen- 
eration of  fire  retardants.  According 
to  Krantzberg,  this  should  come  as  no 
surprise,  because  PBDEs  are  chemi- 
cally similar  to  PCBs.  Both  elements 
are  members  of  the  halogen  family  and 
have  similar  chemical  properties. 

Krantzberg  said  that  inventing  new 
flame  retardants  "isn't  a  question  of 
tinkering  with  the  substance  to  make 
it  a  little  different,  but  requires  innova- 


tion." 

One  characteristic  that  makes  many 
of  the  Great  Lake  pollutants  so  danger- 
ous is  their  ability  to  bioaccumulate. 
Substances  that  dissolve  in  fat  are  not 
easily  excreted  from  organisms,  and  so 
remain  in  the  bodies  of  animals  that  in- 
gest them.  As  predators  consume  more 
and  more  contaminated  plants  or  ani- 
mals, they  suffer  the  cumulative  effect 
of  toxins  stored  in  their  prey's  bodies. 


"l  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want  to 

break  some 

boundaries" 


Meet  Sanjay. 

To  get  the  practical  knowledge  and  real  world  experience 
to  help  him  go  global,  Sanjay  earned  his  Postgraduate 
Certificate  from  Number  in  International  Marketing  in  only 
2  semesters.  He  now  works  as  Director  of  Marketing  for  a 
major  Multinational  Food  Services  Management  company. 
We  think  he's  going  places. 
International  Marketing,  Postgraduate  Certificate 
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Caring  is  creepy 


Kojo  Mintah  is  the  president  of  tlie  Double  Dare  Club,  U  of  T's  official  "dating  institute  for  men,"  which  meets 
twice  a  week  in  the  Media  Commons  Room  in  Robarts  Library. 


In  Part  I  of  a  two-part  series,  CHANDLER  LEVACK  investigates  the  seduction  community 

and  discovers  what  women  really  want 


Since  July,  I've  been  learning  how  to  pick 
up  women.  I  now  know  how  to  coerce 
two  hot  chicks  into  a  threesome,  what  to 
say  if  my  best  friend  is  totally  cock-block- 
ing me,  and  how  to  get  a  stranger  to  kiss  me  in 
less  than  10  minutes  (give  or  take).  I've  sought 
the  advice  of  internationally  known  experts  like 
Mystery  and  Neil  Strauss  (pick  up  alias  "Style"), 
and  even  observed  experts  live  and  "in  the 
field." 

Since  July,  my  brain  has  been  crammed  with 
so  much  information  about  women — what  they 
seek  in  a  partner,  how  they  interact  with  their 
friends  at  clubs,  what  kind  of  syrup  they  like  on 
their  pancakes  next  morning — that  I've  forgot- 
ten several  important  plot  points  of  Ulysses.  This 
would  probably  be  incredibly  worthwhile  infor- 
mation, except  for  three  things:  a)  I'm  female, 
and  b)  I'm  not  gay.  Which  leads  me  to  me  to:  c) 
I'm  totally  incapable  of  being  in  a  relationship 
with  the  opposite  sex. 

Now  you  might  ask  yourself,  what  sort  of  nor- 
mal 19-year-old  girl  spends  a  summer  interview- 
ing sleazy  dudes  about  their  seduction  skills? 
The  seduction  community  is  a  murky  territory 
of  .30-year-old  virgins  wearing  cowboy  hats  and 
leather  pants,  all  clamoring  for  a  girl's  phone 
number  with  the  same  opening  line.  But  after 
eight  months  of  unrequited  love  on  yet  another 
off  target— there's  nothing's  more  satisfying 
than  being  in  love  with  your  roommate — des- 
perate times  called  for  desperate  measures. 
Or  so  I  thought,  when  an  editor  at  The  Varsity 
pitched  me  this  inspired  idea. 

"I  want  you,"  he  said.  To  investigate  this  so- 


called  secret  community  of  pick-up  artists  and 
see  what  you  can  discover"  And  so  I  went,  seed- 
ing my  way  on  community  message  boards,  test- 
ing out  openers  at  Kensington  cafes  and  grind- 
ing against  randoms  at  the  Dance  Cave.  It's  been 
a  thought-provoking  and  occasionally  sweaty 
few  months,  but  an  important  experience  none- 
theless. The  following  is  a  semi-cultural  expose 
of  how  1  got  my  groove  back  by  investigating 
the  world  of  male  pick-up  artists.  At  least,  what 
might  constitute  a  groove  if  most  of  what  you  lis- 
ten to  is  composed  by  Elliot  Smith. 

The  art  of  seduction  is  nothing  new.  Since  the 
dawn  of  time,  men  have  been  telling  men  how 
to  get  women  into  bed,  from  the  strength-train- 
ing days  of  the  caveman,  to  the  romantic  trou- 
badours of  the  16th  century,  to  guys  who  grew 
their  hair  into  mullets  and  joined  heavy  metal 
bands  in  the  80s.  But  the  seduction  community 
didn't  fully  form  until  two  self-help  gurus,  R.  Don 
Steele  (an  Ayn  Rand  fanatic)  and  Ross  Jeffries 
(the  inspiration  for  Tom  Cruise's  character  in 
Magnolia)  concocted  their  own  methods  from  a 
seminal  1970  book  by  Eric  Weber  entitled  How 
to  Pick  Up  Women.  With  the  rise  of  the  internet,  a 
vast  array  of  seduction-themed  message  boards 
and  websites  sprang  up,  with  competing  theo- 
ries and  branded  tactics,  all  promising  instanta- 
neous results. 

The  theories  are  ridiculous,  yet  fascinatingly 
interdisciplinary.  Jeffries,  who  calls  himself  a  lin- 
guist, prides  himself  on  planting  conversations 
with  subliminal  sexual  suggestion.  (Eg.:  He  tells 
men  to  ask  a  woman  if  she's  "adventurous"  and 
then,  at  the  end  of  the  night,  will  remind  her  of 


this  claim  when  she  refuses  to  go  to  bed  with 
him.) 

David  DeAngelo  takes  another  approach 
by  way  of  the  frat  guy,  encouraging  guys  to  be 
"cocky  funny"  in  front  of  women.  "Gunswitch,"  a 
zoologist,  insists  on  projected  "animalistic  sexu- 
ality." And  Toronto-bred  pick-up  artist  Mystery, 
employs  the  self-titled  "Mystery  method,"  a  so- 
ciological tactic  contingent  on  demonstrating 
"social  proof"  to  a  woman's  peers  and  friends  in 
a  club  ("field")  setting. 

The  community  became  an  international  phe- 
nomenon after  Rolling  Stone  writer  Neil  Strauss 
wrote  a  feature  for  the  New  York  Times,  eventual- 
ly spinning  it  into  the  bestseller  The  Game.  The 
book,  a  Joycean  investigation  of  Strauss'  own 
inability  to  get  it  on,  publicized  the  seduction 
community  to  such  a  degree  that  services  like 
email  list  alt-seduction-fast  now  boasts  a  mem- 
bership of  20,000-plus.  Being  a  pick-up  artist  is 
now  a  viable  profession,  combining  nightlife  and 
hot  chicks  into  a  day  job  garnering  thousands 
of  dollars  per  "workshop."  And  through  popular 
culture  and  Canada's  own  Keys  to  the  VIP,  pick- 
ing up  a  woman  appears  to  be  as  easy  as  chang- 
ing your  socks. 

Or  is  it?  While  technology  has  made  the  com- 
munity's secrets  more  accessible  than  ever,  it 
wasn't  helping  people  like  my  16-year-old  broth- 
er Or  my  best  friend  Dan.  Or  even  the  creepy 
guys  who  insisted  on  buying  me  vodka  sodas  at 
the  Brunny  last  weekend.  What  the  game  does 
offer  men  is  a  play-by-play  guide  of  how  to  meet 
another  human  being,  an  exact  formula  that 
guarantees  them  something  they've  probably 


never  had  before:  an  actual  conversation  with 
the  opposite  sex. 

The  terms  and  techniques  are  all  amazingly 
engrossing.  Women,  once  actual  human  beings, 
become  "targets."  AFC's  (average  frustrated 
chumps)  go  out  in  sets,  with  "wings"  to  "sarge." 
Once  they  hook  their  target  with  an  "opener" — 
usually  something  snide  and  off-the-cuff  like 
"Did  you  see  those  girls  fighting  outside?"  The 
goal  is  to  win  the  attention  of  the  target's  friends 
and  hangers-on,  diffuse  opposing  "cock-block- . 
ers,"  ignore  and  "neg"  the  target  while  searching 
for  "lOI's,"  and  then  slap  on  some  "kino,"  all  to 
eventually  "number-close,"  "kiss-close"  or  even, 
"fuck-close."  For  men  who  probably  spend  a  lot 
of  time  playing  World  of  Warcraft,  this  kind  of  de- 
tailed strategy  is  appealing.  But  for  women,  our 
own  defense  seems  to  be  our  mediocre  "bitch 
shield,"  and  eventual  ASD  (anti-slut  defense) 
when  things  get  hot  and  heavy.  Luckily,  a  PUA 
(pick-up  artist)  can  always  pull  a  "caveman," 
acting  extremely  assertively  to  initiate  sexual 
contact. 

But  my  favorite  concepts  were  LSE  and  "one- 
itis" — two  appropriated  occurrences  in  the  dat- 
ing world.  LSE's  are  girls  with  low  self-esteem 
and  a  lack  of  sexual  experience,  and  are,  accord- 
ing to  The  Game,  not  worth  the  time  it  takes  to 
pick  them  up.  "One-itis"  is  the  occurrence  that 
people  sometimes  get  in  the  game  (of  love), 
where  they  become  incredibly  obsessed,  awk- 
ward and  nervous  around  their  singular  object 
of  desire.  According  to  an  expert  like  Style,  the 
stronger  your  case  of  one-itis,  the  less  likely  you 
are  to  ever  date  that  person.  Which  brings  me 
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AFC,  noun  [average  frustrated  chump]:  Everyday  Joe's  without  pick-up  skills,  tending  towards 
non-alpha  male  and  subservient  behaviour  around  the  women  they  have  not  nailed.  Origin: 
Ross  Jeffries 

ASD,  /;0<//7[anti-Slut  defense].-  The  way  some  women  react  in  order  to  avoid  responsibility  for 
initiating  or  engaging  in  sexual  activity.  This  behaviour  can  be  pre-  or  post-coital,  or  can  stop 
intercourse  entirely.  Origin:  Yaritai 

Cock-block,  noun  and  verb-.  Someone  who  interferes  with  a  pick-up  artist's  game,  whether  inten- 
tionally or  not.  Cock-blockers  can  be  male  or  female,  friends  or  enemies,  or  even  strangers. 

Fluff,  verb-.  Small  talk  between  strangers.  Subjects  include  neighbourhoods,  occupations,  and 
general  interests. 


HB,  nounVn^X  babe]:  Terminology  employed  by  the  community  according  to  the  physical  at 
tractiveness  of  a  particular  woman,  traditionally  followed  by  a  beauty  rating  between  1  an 
Eg.:  HBIO.  Origin:  Aardvark 


and  10. 


Toronto  pick-up  artist  Omar  Khan  (aka  MC  IVIaax)  is  part  of  that  elite  stratum  of  pick-up  artists  who  are  able 
to  make  money  off  their  craft.  His  seduction  workshops  cost  up  to  $1,200. 


101,  /;01//7 [indicator  of  interest]:  The  subtle  clues  women  give  off  revealing  an  attraction  to  a 
man.  Examples  include  interested  body  language  cind  directed  questions  towards  the  speaker. 
Origin:  Mystery 

LSE,  adjective  (\oyi  self-esteem):  Term  employed  for  women  that  are  insecure  and  possibly 
sexually  inexperienced.  These  women  are  typically  undesirable  targets.  Origin:  MrSex4U  NYC 

Neg,  noun-.  Any  seemingly  unintentional  (yet  hurtful)  comment  given  to  an  attractive  target 
by  a  pick-up  artist,  intention  is  to  deliver  a  lack  of  disinterest.  Eg.:  "Nice  hair — is  it  real?"  Verb: 
Accidentally  insulting  a  beautiful  woman  with  intent  to  seduce.  Origin:  Mystery 

One-itiS,  noun-.  The  singular  subject  of  one's  desire.  The  community  believes  that  the  stronger 
one's  fixation,  the  least  likely  anjrthing  will  romantic  will  occur  Origin:  John  C.  Ryan 

Peacock,  vert:  Dressing  in  a  flashy  or  noticeable  manner  for  feminine  attention.  Clothing  op- 
tions include:  cowboy  hats,  assorted  jewelry,  "loud"  shirts:  Origin;  Mystery 

Target,  noun-.  The  desired  woman  in  a  group,  the  person  whom  the  pick-up  artist  is  pursuing. 
Origin:  Mystery 


back  to  my  high-school  crush  on  the 
Grade  12  AV  President,  and  my  unfor- 
tunate trip  to  New  York  City  with  the 
aforementioned  roommate,  which 
ended  in  a  panic  attack  at  a  New  Jer- 
sey bus  terminal. 

Their  solution?  That  "every  woman 
is  practice  for  the  next."  The  only  way 
to  cure  one-itis  is  to  score  like  Michael 
Jordan,  hang  out  with  people  who 
make  you  feel  hot,  and  never  ever  buy 
a  woman  a  drink.  Detailed  hypnotic 
games  like  the  "Sex  and  the  City  NLP" 
("You  seem  like  a  Charlotte,  which 
means  that  you  are  very  detail  orien- 
tated and  have  traditional  values"), 
and  yes,  "pick  a  number  between  1 
and  10,"  where  everyone  chooses 
seven  if  you  ask  them  fast  enough, 
strike  a  seemingly  spontaneous  spark 
with  someone  you'll  probably  never 
see  again. 

"How  do  you  make  someone  want 
something?,"  one  message  board  post 
asks.  "You  give  it  value,  you  make  it 
difficult  to  obtain,  you  show  that  other 
people  like  it  and  make  people  work 
for  it."  Another  post  responded,  "Nev- 
er have  a  straight  answer."  Another, 
"Don't  be  afraid  of  humiliation  or  re- 
jection." And  all  insisted  upon  a  dem- 
onstration of  Colbert-like  "self-worthi- 
ness." 1  wasn't  sure  what  was  going  to 
be  more  difficult:  approaching  strang- 
ers or  learning  to  love  myself.  Either 


way,  my  feminine  peacock  attire  con- 
sisted of  maybe  one  sweatshop-free 
tank  top  and  a  pair  of  my  mom's  high 
heels.  This  is  what  1  dressed  in  as  1  set 
out  to  interview  my  first  PUA  (pick-up 
artist),  MC  Maax. 

MC  MAAX 

1  found  MC  Maax  in  a  NOW  Magazine 
ad,  touting  his  "seven-point  model 
that  calibrates  the  approach  and 
game  for  each  woman  separately, 
thereby  increasing  the  consistency 
of  my  success  in  closing  the  deal."  His 
"primordial  model  of  triangulated  at- 
traction" allows  MC  Maax  (nee  Omar 
Khan)  to  teach  seminars  in  Las  Ve- 
gas, Montreal  and  New  York  that  cost 
$1,200  (with  a  $300  deposit).  1  told  MC 
Maax  to  meet  me  at  Eat  My  Martini;  a 
Little  Italy  bar  that  1  hoped  would  be 
good  target  practice.  1  got  there  early, 
gave  the  waitress  $20  for  drinks,  and 
told  her  to  serve  me  water  in  a  martini 
glass.  1  wanted  to  see  MC  Maax  crack. 

Ten  minutes  later,  I  spy  someone 
who  1  think  could  be  a  pick-up  artist. 
He's  about  5'7",  medium  build,  with 
dark  black  hair  slicked  back  into  a 
small  ponytail.  He's  wearing  dark 
jeans  that  look  like  they  came  from 
Sears,  brown  dress  shoes,  and  a  zip- 
up  Hang  10  sweater  with  two  acrylic 
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Journalist  Neil  Strauss  (aka  Style)  has  made  a  living  ghost-writing  books  with,  among 
others,  Jenna  Jameson  (left).  He  has  become  a  pick-up  artist  along  the  way  and  penned 
the  ultimate  insider's  account.  The  Game.  Right:  Courtney  Love. 


'Are  you  a  feminist?' I  ask  him. 
1  don't  understand  that 
question.  I  don't  think  men  and 
women  are  equal  at  aH.  I  mean, 
okay,  yeah,  when  it  comes  to 
rights  and  laws  and  shit,  sure. 
But  men  and  women  want  and 
need  very  different  things.  Do 
you  want  to  know  my  personal 
philosophy?  That  every  woman 
is  practice  for  the  next.' 
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footprints  and  "California  Dreamiii'" 
on  the  right  nipple.  It  only  half-dis- 
guises the  truly  hairy  chest  that  lurks 
beneath.  A  scorpion  ring  has  been 
slid  onto  his  middle  finger,  and  he 
wears  two  terry  cloth  wristbands  on 
each  wrist,  one  of  the  Rolling  Stones 
emblem  and  the  other  of  the  film  The 
Crow. 

MC  Maax  grabs  a  silver  cell  phone 
and  pretends  to  talk  into  the  receiver 
loudly,  while  staring  over  at  me  in 
quick,  two-second  shots.  "Where  the 
hell  is  this  guy?,"  MC  Maax  fake  talks 
to  his  friend  on  the  phone.  "I  don't 
have  time  for  this  shit."  "Yeah  man," 
he  says,  punctuating  his  pseudo-con- 
versation. "Total  HB8."  Finally  I  call 
him  over.  "Excuse  me,  are  you  MC 
Maax?,"  I  ask.  He  pretends  not  to  hear 
me.  I  have  to  ask  him  three  times. 
"Are  you  MC  Maax?"  "Who  wants  to 
know?,"  he  replies.  "I'm  Chandler... 
the  journalist."  "You're  Chandler?" 
he  exclaims,  now  sauntering  over. 
"Whoa — I  thought  you  were  a  guy!" 
Story  of  my  life. 

As  we  move  over  to  a  quieter  loca- 
tion, 1  ask  MC  Maax  if  he  doesn't  mind 
me  recording  our  conversation.  "You 
know,  I'm  recording  you  too,  right 
now,"  he  says.  "It's  true.  I've  got  a  tiny 
video  camera  in  my  eye,  do  you  see 
it?  So  you  better  behave."  I  fake  laugh. 
"Don't  worry,  I'm  just  kidding,  sweet- 
heart." I  point  out  his  wristbands. 

"My  style  is  very  gothic,  mysteri- 
ous," says  MC  Maax.  "I  mean,  when 
I  go  out  I'll  peacock  it  and  wear  dark 
sunglasses  with  cowboy  hats  and 
shit.  But  my  cowboy  hats  are  like  dark 
red,  with  spider  webs  on  them." 

MC  Maax  (who  has  very  fluid  hand 
motions  and  will  sometimes  perform 
a  technique  I've  read  about,  pointing 
down  at  my  chest  to  seed  in  certain 
words  like  "trust"  and  "sensual  plea- 
sure") used  to  meet  women  off  phone 
sex  chat  lines  and  meet  up  with  them 
for  quickies.  He  claims  that  he  could 
talk  to  a  woman  for  ten  minutes  on 
the  phone  and  they'd  want  to  come 
over  to  his  house.  This  is  how  MC 
Maax  lost  his  virginity  at  age  17  to  a 
woman  he  met  on  a  chat  line,  taking 
two  trains  and  buses  to  meet  her  in 
Mississauga  ("That  was  the  best  part 
actually,"  says  MC  Maax,  laughing  at 
his  own  joke).  "She  wasn't  very  attrac- 
tive but  she  was  very  nice. . .  It  wasn't 
that  great,  but  hey,  beggars  can't  be  ' 
choosers,  right?" 

"You  know  how  women  always  say 
that  they  want  us  to  be  ourselves? 
Well  I  think  that's  true  but  not  com- 
pletely. Which  is  why  I  never  listen  to 
a  woman's  neo-cortex  anymore." 

"A  woman  will  say  that  they  want 
you  to  be  yourself,  but  they  don't 
want  you  to  be  yourself.  They  want 
you  to  be  your  best  self.  The  best  self 
that  you  can  be." 

1  look  MC  Maax  over.  "And  is  this 
your  best  self?" 

"Fuck  yeah!"  he  replies. 

Men,  says  MC  Maax,  have  evolved 
from  a  strong  and  capable  alpha  male 
model  in  hunter-gatherer  society  to 
what  he  calls  "the  Industrial  Revolu- 
tion pussy."  He  continues  in  this  vein 
for  quite  some  time,  delivering  a  weir- 
do combination  of  sociology,  anthro- 
pology, and  the  anatomy  of  the  brain. 
Intercourse,  he  says,  is  heavily  depen- 
dant on  "spermonomics,"  the  fact  that 
men  have  millions  of  sperm  but  wom- 
en, only  a  few  select  eggs,  which  pre- 
disposes women  to  be  choosy  about 
their  sexual  partners.  He  claims  that 
he  has  internalized  the  game  to  such 
an  extent  that  he  is  the  game.  Of 
course,  it  doesn't  stop  him  from  pur- 
suing his  other  love,  photography.  MC 
Maax's  work  can  be  seen  on  his  erotic 
website,  www.maaximumbutts.com. 

"I  used  to  be  obsessed  with  sex.  I 
had  a  real  hatred  of  women  because 
I  guess,  I  thought  that  the  things  they 
were  looking  for,  high  status,  good 
looks,  money,  where  the  things  I  could 
never  give  them.  But  now  I  know  the 
truth." 


"And  what's  the  truth?"  I  ask. 

"Money  can't  buy  women.  Women 
want  a  guy  who's  not  afraid  to  touch 
her.  Women  want  a  guy  who  makes 
her  feel  more  like  a  woman. ...  I  used  to 
have  the  idea  that  women  don't  want 
sex,  they're  saints.  Now  I  know  that 
women  do  want  sex,  more  than  men 
do.  And  you  know  what?  I'm  going  to 
give  it  to  them."  With  that  MC  Maax 
smiles  rakishly. 

"Are  you  a  feminist?"  I  ask  him. 

"I  don't  understand  that  question.  I 
don't  think  men  and  women  are  equal 
at  all.  I  mean,  okay  yeah,  when  it  comes 
to  rights  and  laws  and  shit,  sure.  But 
men  and  women  want  and  need  very 
different  things.  Do  you  want  to  know 
my  personal  philosophy?  That  every 
woman  is  practice  for  the  next." 

MC  Maax  shares  two  cool  moves 
with  me  that  always  get  a  woman's 
attention.  The  first  is  asking  her  for 
a  "handshake  analysis,"  which  of 
course  gets  you  seductively  touching 
a  woman's  hand.  And  the  second  is 
the  "centre  of  attention,"  where  you 
shift  between  two  girls  at  a  bar,  so  that 
you  have  a  girl  on  either  side  of  you, 
and  the  attention  of  every  girl  in  the 
bar.  When  dealing  with  a  target's  boy- 
friend, MC  Maax  says  to  "just  pretend 
that  you're  Joe  Pesci  in  Casino."  And 
when  it  comes  to  women,  you  can  ei- 
ther provide  for  her  or  seduce  her.  "I 
learned  that  if  you're  always  buying 
a  woman  stuff  and  treating  her  right, 
she's  going  to  eventually  leave  you  for 
the  next  guy  who  seduces  her  on  the 
spot.  So  I  changed.  Hello?  Can  some- 
one say  big  balls  here?"  MC  Maax's 
last  one-itis  was  over  a  girl  named 
Gilena,  a  Russian/Israeli  girl  he  met 
over  a  chat  line.  He  was  22  and  used  to 
hold  her  coat  while  she  made  out  with 
other  guys. 

"So  what  do  you  do  now  about  the 
girls  who  have  one-itis  over  you?" 

"I  usually  leave  them,"  says  MC 
Maax.  "I  want  to  be  with  women  on  my 
terms." 

So  what  can  women  expect  from 
MC  Maax?  "I'm  probably,  no,  I  am  the 
most  sexual  man  you'll  ever  meet.  I'll 
add  value  to  her  life  make  her  feel  like 
a  real  sexy  woman.  I've  had  women  tell 
me  that  I've  made  them  feel  the  most 
like  a  woman  they've  been  in  their 
whole  lives.  People  often  come  to  me 
that  have  had  their  hearts  broken.  And 
I  understand  that.  My  heart  is  broken, 
too." 

Just  then,  two  HB  (hot  babe)  8's 
enter  the  bar,  wearing  sparkly  tank 
tops  and  glossy  lipstick.  The  brunette 
wears  glasses  and  looks  like  a  more 
attractive  version  of  Sandra  Bullock. 
The  blonde  is  thin  and  angular — more 
of  an  Uma  Thurman. 

MC  Maax  looks  over  at  the  girls 
drinking  candy-flavoured  martinis. 
They  stare  back  and  him  and  look 
away  laughing.  I  tell  MC  Maax  that  it's 
time  to  show  me  his  game. 

"Hey,"  MC  Maax  says  to  the  bru- 
nette. "Did  you  know  you  have  a  water 
hand?" 

They  pause  in  conversation.  Then  in 
the  most  intimidating  icy-cool,  bitch- 
shielded  voice  I've  ever  heard,  she 
asks,  "What  the  hell  is  a  water  hand?" 

He  moves  his  chair  closer  to  the 
girls.  "Well,  I've  noticed  that  when 
you  talk  to  your  friend  that  your  left 
hand  tends  to  point  down,  forming  the 
shape  of  like,  a  watering  can.  See?"  MC 
Maax  sticks  out  his  left  elephantine 
palm,  making  the  shape  of  yes,  an  up- 
side down  watering  can  "It  just  means 
you're  intuitive,  that's  all." 

There's  a  pause.  "I  am  intuitive!"  ex- 
claimed the  amazed  brunette. 

"Well  hold  on,"  says  her  whippet-like 
blonde  accomplice.  "I'm  intuitive  too." 

"Yeah,  but  you  don't  have  a  water 
hand,"  says  the  brunette. 

"But  I'm  intuitive.  Like,  really  intui- 
tive," she  says. 

"Ladies,"  says  MC  Maax.  "You're 
both  intuitive." 

Imagine  seeing  Jesus  walk  on  water. 
This  is  just  as  amazing. 

TO  BE  CONTINUED  IN  THURSDAY'S  VARSITY 
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Bleeding  hearts  club 

Can  emo  be  the  cure  for  the  Valentine's  void? 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


Find  yourself  alone  this  Valentine's?  It  hap- 
pens to  almost  all  of  us  at  some  point  in  our 
lives,  and  there  are  a  myriad  of  ways  of  deal- 
ing with  this  passionless  predicament.  Some 
embrace  the  "who  cares"  ethos  and  reject  the 
holiday  as  a  giant  Hallmark  conspiracy  (over 
one  billion  cards  are  sent  every  Feb.  14).  Oth- 
ers take  the  opposite  approach,  urgently  try- 
ing to  hook  up  with  someone — anyone — so 
they're  not  lonely  on  the  one  day  of  the  year 
that  celebrates  intimacy  and  reciprocated  af- 
fection (though  these  swingers  miss  the  point 
about  it,  like,  involving  love  and  stuff).  Still 
others  drown  their  sorrows  in  an  old-fash- 
ioned, anti-love,  alcohol-fuelled  slopfest  that 
usually  ends  with  salty-tasting  beer  (from  all 
those  tears). 

And  then  there  are  those  who  turn  to  emo — 
or  post-hardcore,  or  screamo,  or  whatever 
hair-splitting  label  they're  using  to  describe 
romantic  punk  songs  about  rejection,  loss 
and  abandonment — for  Valentine's  catharsis. 
Here  we  examine  new  releases  from  four  nu- 
emo-styled  bands  recently  signed  to  Epitaph 
Records — who  will  all  be  in  town  to  play  the 
El  Mocambo  on  February  25 — to  see  if  any  of 
them  have  what  it  takes  to  offer  proper  heart- 
on-your-sleeve  solace  for  a  Valentine's  Day 
spent  alone. 


Long  Beach's  I  am  Ghost  look  like  they  robbed  API's  wardrobe  trailer. 


The  Higher — On  Fire 

Hometown:  Las  Vegas,  Nevada 

Their  take  on  the  genre:  "Fuse  emo  with  pop  and 

R&B"  (what's  that?  Bemo?) 

Comments:  First  off,  their  press  kit  claims  that 
The  Higher's  hometown  of  Las  Vegas  is  now  "the 
new  music  capital  of  the  world."  The  fucking 
world?  Yeah  right.  With  influences  as  diverse  as 
Thursday  and  Justine  Timberlake,  these  young 
Mormons  pump  out  cheesy  synth-inflected  pop 
verses  with  Thrice-meets-The  Bravery  chorus- 
es. 


Archetypical  emo  lyric: 
much  less  without  you." 


Tve  come  around,  so 


Crossover  potential:  With  some  production  done 
by  Maroon  5  hitmaker  Matt  Wallace  and  a  lazy 
remix  by  Fall  Out  Boy's  Patrick  Stump  tacked 
onto  the  end,  it's  easy  to  imagine  ignorant  mall 
punks  eating  this  power-pop  tripe  for  breakfast. 

Bleeding  hearts:  WTTv* 


I  Am  Ghost  —  Lover's  Requiem 

Hometown:  Long  Beach,  California 

Their  take  on  the  genre:  "Post-hardcore,  punk 
&  metal  swirling  with  symphonic  accompani- 
ment." 

Comments:  in  attempting  to  rip  off  Coheed 
and  Cambria,  I  Am  Ghost  summons  spirits 
more  reminiscent  of  Billy  Talent  masquer- 
ading as  a  baroque  AFl.  The  dense,  layered, 
cacophonic  segues  between  songs  are  the 
definition  of  self-indulgent  over-production. 
Lead  vocalist  Steven  Juliano  describes  the 
album  as  "essentially  a  rock  opera."  If  it  was  a 
real  opera,  I'd  be  walking  out  five  minutes  in. 

Archetypical  emo  lyriC:  "Outside  the  rabbit 
hole  is  a  candy  shop  of  poison." 

Crossover  potential:  Fans  of  AFI  should  know 
better  than  to  fall  for  this  shit. 

Bleeding  hearts:  ¥WW 


The  Matches  —  Decomposer 

Hometown:  Oakland,  California 

Their  take  on  the  genre:  These  punks  wrote  a 
song  called  "Hot  Topic  is  Not  Punk  Rock"  and 
then  went  on  a  tour  sponsored  by  Hot  Topic. 
Obviously,  they  don't  give  a  fuck  about  any- 
thing. 

Comments:  Emo  meets  indie  rock.  Matches 
frontman  Shaun  Harris  does  his  best  Hot  Hot 
Heat  impression  overtop  of  angular  Bloc  Party 
guitars  and  jerky  Blood  Brothers-lite  beats 
before  launching  into  disappointingly  bland 
emo-punk  choruses.  That  said,  this  record  is 
more  for  getting  ready  to  party  than  it  is  for 
crying  alone  in  your  bedroom. 

Archetypical  emo  lyriC:  "So  shoot  me,  shoot  me, 
shoot  me,  in  the  smile,  I'm  going  out  of  style." 

Crossover  potential:  Despite  the  incredible 
cheesiness  of  the  lyrics,  there  are  a  few,  fleet- 
ing quality  guitar  hooks  buried  in  here. 


Vanna  —  TJie  Searcfi  Party  Never  Came 

Hometown:  Boston,  Massachusetts 

Their  take  on  the  genre:  "Massive  metalcore  for 
fans  of  Norma  Jean  and  Every  time  I  Die." 

Comments:  Hey,  the  search  party  probably 
never  came  because  no  one  likes  you.  You've 
got  all  the  requisite  double  kicks,  deep  growls 
and  quick  licks  to  make  you  a  poor  man's  Alex- 
isonfire — at  best.  But  seriously  Vannaonfire, 
you  aren't  doing  anything  AOF  didn't  do  five 
years  ago. 

Archetypical  emo  lyric :  "As  he  cuts  into  her 
chest,  her  heart  lives  on." 

Crossover  potential:  Too  lame  for  metal  purists, 
too  heavy  for  pop-punkers.  No  one's  gonna 
rescue  these  guys. 

Bleeding  hearts:  VWW 
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Nifty  Nine 

Follies'  latest  production  scores  big  with  Hart  House  audiences 


THEATRE  REVIEW 


Nine 


Directed  by  Stephen  Low 


Starring  David  Pereira,  Jenna 
Simonds 


Rating:  VVVW 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


Are  you  still  looking  for  the  perfect  destination  for  you  and 
your  valentine  this  Wednesday?  Look  no  further  than  Hart 
House  Theatre,  where  the  UC  Follies  are  staging  their  latest 
production,  Nine,  a  musical  adaptation  of  Frederico  Fellini's 
classic  film  816.  As  steamy  and  saucy  as  it  is  funny  and  en- 
gaging, Nine  heats  up  the  winter  air  with  excellent  acting  and 
sizzling  singing. 

The  story  (a  largely  autobiographical  account  of  Fellini's 
struggle  with  writer's  block)  follows  once-successful  Italian 
film  director  Guido  Contini  as  he  and  his  wife  retreat  to  a  re- 
mote spa  to  rekindle  their  faltering  relationship  and  his  fal- 
tering inspiration.  Despite  the  scenic  location,  Guido,  a  huge 
celebrity  and  hopeless  womanizer,  finds  he  can't  escape  his 
tempting  ex-mistresses,  the  paparcizzi,  or  an  irate  producer 
hell-bent  on  getting  another  script  out  of  Guido.  Finding  him- 
self tangled  in  a  seemingly  inescapable  web  of  conflicting 
commitments,  Guido  teeters  on  the  verge  of  suicide,  infidelity 
and  insanity. 

Paying  homage  to  the  original  film,  this  production  makes 
interesting  use  of  shadow  and  light — a  projector  casts  sugges- 
tive silhouettes  onto  sheets  incorporated  into  the  set — and 
employs  a  black-and-white  colour  scheme,  letting  strong,  en- 
ergetic performances  add  colour  emd  vibrancy  to  the  show. 

At  the  centre  of  this  cinematic  epic,  actor  David  Pereira  was 
captivating  as  Guido,  delivering  a  superb  performance  both 
physically  and  vocally.  Pereira  skillfully  solves  the  crucial 
puzzle  of  how  to  make  Contini  both  a  self-centered,  incorri- 
gible womanizer  and  a  sympathetic  character  in  a  gripping 
struggle  to  succeed.  Pereira's  skill  lies  in  his  ability  to  play 
both  the  comic  moments  and  the  gut-wrenching  soul  search- 
ing ones,  with  just  the  right  balance  of  Italian  bombast  and 
nervous  anxiety. 

Pereira's  superb  vocal  performance  gave  the  show  the  solid 
core  it  needed  to  really  wow  the  audience,  and  he  also  nailed 
his  faux-ltalian  accent,  which  was  a  nice  surprise. 

Terrifically  traditional  in  her  role  as  Guido's  dedicated  and 
ever-forgiving  wife  Luisa,  Jenna  Simonds  did  a  great  job  of 
showing  her  character's  transition  from  impatient  suspicion 
to  all-out  exasperation  once  her  husband's  many  cover  sto- 
ries start  unraveling. 

Another  strong  performer  was  Christine  Aziz,  who  played 
Sarraghina,  the  sultry  prostitute  who  (during  a  flashback) 
first  introduces  a  young  Guido  to  his  biggest  vice — sex. 

First-time  Follies  director  and  choreographer  Stephen  Low 
did  a  good  job  bringing  his  vision  of  a  unique  music  theatre 


David  Pereira  shines  as  filmmaker  Guido  Contini  in  the  UC 
Follies'  production  of  Nine. 

experience  to  life  by  laying  out  a  consistent  creative  design 
(with  multiple  aspects  referencing  the  show's  cinematic 
themes  and  origins)  and  extracting  professional-quality  per- 
formances from  his  talented  ensemble  of  U  of  T  students  and 
recent  theatre  grads. 

While  at  times  the  choreography  relied  a  tad  too  heavily 
on  circle  work  (I  assume  it's  a  symbolic  reference  to  film  reels 
rolling,  or  a  representation  of  the  circular  nature  of  a  frustrat- 
ed writer's  anxiety)  the  dancing  was  fun,  fluid  and  kept  the 
show's  electric  energy  on  high  throughout. 

The  set,  fascinating  as  it  is,  does  have  its  own  small  techni- 
cal issue.  While  the  idea  of  constructing  a  sparse  set  out  of 
bedsheets  is  a  great  idea  (it  both  acts  as  a  symbol  of  sexual 
temptation  and  serves  as  a  projection  screen)  the  rod  it  hung 
on  was  visibly  bent,  which  did  little  to  convey  the  atmosphere 
of  splendor  and  opulence  of  the  luxurious  spa  where  the  ac- 
tion is  set.  Even  such  minor  adjustments  as  framing  the  bed- 
sheet  screen  with  a  solid  black  border,  or  covering  the  rod 
with  a  decorative  trim,  would  have  nipped  this  minor  issue 
in  the  bud. 

All  technicalities  aside,  the  show  was  deservedly  very  well 
received.  Judging  by  the  constant  laughs  and  enthusiastic 
crowd  reaction,  Nine  should  make  the  perfect  Valentine's  date 
for  you  and  yours. 

Nine  runs  Feb  14  to  17  at  Hart  House  Theatre. 
Visit  www.uofttix.ca  for  tickets. 


//CORRECTION 

In  our  preview  otNine  (January  29, 2007)  we  said  Da- 
vid Pereira  was  a  returning  member  of  the  UC  Follies. 
In  fact,  this  is  Pereira's  debut  with  that  company.  He 
previously  played  the  role  of  Jesus  Christ  in  Reefer 
Madness,  and  not  Jesus  Christ  Superstar  as  was  previ- 
ously stated.  The  Varsity  regrets  these  errors. 
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Blues  rev  up  for  postseason 

Women's  Volleyball  (17-2)  heavily  favoured  against  Queen's  Friday 


Kimberly  Montgomery 


in  ■ 


Blues  co-captain  Mila  Miguel  displays  her  digging  technique  in  Saturday's  3-1  victory  over  Brock. 


Exciting  playoff  action  is  sure  to  be  served  up 
this  Friday  as  the  Ontario  University  Athletic 
East  division  winning  Women's  Volleyball 
(17-2)  host  the  fourth-ranked  Queen's  Golden 
Gaels  in  quarterfinal  action. 

The  Blues  are  among  the  favourites  to  rep- 
resent Ontario  at  the  2007  Canadian  Interuni- 
versity  Sport  Women's  Volleyball  Champion- 
ship in  Calgary.  But  the  team  prefers  not  to 
look  too  far  in  advance. 

"We  made  goals  at  the  beginning  of  the  sea- 
son and  we  know  where  we  want  to  go,  but  we 
break  it  down  step-by-step,"  co-captain  Mila 
Miguel  said.  "We  practice  one  day  at  a  time 
and  play  point  for  point." 

However,  after  this  past  weekend's  ugly  loss 
to  McMaster  (15-4),  it  looks  as  though  the 
Blues  will  need  to  dig  a  little  deeper  if  they 
hope  to  spike  to  the  top  of  the  OUA.  On  Fri- 
day, the  Marauders  pummelled  the  Blues  on 
their  home  court  to  take  the  victory  in  three 
straight  sets  (25-20,  25-10,  25-21).  Libero  Viv- 
ian Chan  led  U  of  T's  defence  with  15  digs,  but 
McMaster's  service  and  hitting  attack  proved 
too  strong. 

"We  weren't  really  playing  cohesively  as  a 
team,"  Chan  said.  "It  was  an  off  day,  but  we're 
not  stressing.  We're  confident  about  moving 
on." 

The  U  of  T  Blues  did  just  that,  regaining 
their  winning  ways  by  defeating  Brock  (8-11) 
Saturday  3-1.  The  well-rounded  squad  showed 
its  depth  with  veteran  left-side  hitter  Miguel 
and  rookie  Caley  Venn  eading  the  team  with 
16  kills.  Left-side  hitter  Heather  Bansley  led 
the  defence  with  29  digs  alongside  10  hits. 
After  sitting  out  the  previous  night  because 
of  a  back  injury,  starting  setter  Anastasia 
Danilova  was  back  in  the  line-up.  Danilova  is 


not  only  trusted  for  her  precise  volleys  and 
solid  defence,  but  the  starting  setter  is  also 
one  of  the  teams  leading  hitters.  With  a  0.305 
kill  percentage  that  comes  in  as  lOth-best  in 
the  OUA,  Danilova  is  a  figure  to  pay  attention 
to  in  the  upcoming  playoffs. 

The  difficulty  the  Blues  present  the  opposi- 
tion is  the  team's  number  of  quality  players, 
Miguel  said. 

"Our  depth  is  huge,"  she  said.  "We  all  be- 
lieve that  we  can  win  with  any  of  the  15  girls 
on  the  roster." 

While  Miguel  is  quick  to  highlight  the  team, 
the  co-captain  leads  by  example  and  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  team.  In  her  fourth  year 
on  the  squad,  Miguel  is  ranked  seventh  in' 
Ontario  player  standings  and  15th  overall  in 
CIS  rankings,  having  scored  236  points  this 
season. 

Able  to  post  a  win  over  the  Badgers  the  day 
after  their  second  loss  of  the  season  revealed 
a  lot  about  U  of  T's  gumption  as  they  go  into 
the  playoffs. 

"It  doesn't  matter  who  we  face,"  Miguel  said. 
"We  practice,  prepare  and  execute.  We  don't 
think  about  whom  we  are  facing.  To  us  it's  just 
another  game.  We  all  just  want  to  play." 

With  few  players  over  the  six-foot  mark, 
the  Blues  may  lack  size,  but  that  says  nothing 
about  their  skill  level  or  their  heart.  The  team 
relies  on  their  strong  blocking  and  focused 
defence. 

"We  are  a  confident  blocking  team  and 
height  is  not  really  an  issue,"  Miguel  said. 
"Thanks  to  the  training  regimen  from  our 
assistant  Coach  Wen  Li,  we've  spent  many  a 
hard  practice  working  on  our  defence,  and 
as  a  team  we've  really  improved.  So  much  so 
that  I  believe  our  team  can  dig  up  balls  that 
not  many  other  teams  can.  We've  got  a  tena- 
cious defence." 


Youthful  U  of  T 
pushes  on  to  playoffs 


Men's  Volleyball  (9-11)  faces  veteran  McMasters  Thursday 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


With  a  playoff  date  at  McMaster  set  for 
Thursday,  Men's  Volleyball  (9-1 1)  will  have 
to  put  in  one  of  their  best  efforts  of  the 
year  to  move  on,  coach  Steve  Chung  said. 

The  Marauders  (15-5)  are  the  third  seed 
in  the  Ontario  University  East  division, 
and  recently  defeated  U  of  T  3-1  Feb.  3. 
For  the  sixth-seeded  Blues  to  be  success- 
ful this  time  around,  they  will  have  to  find 
a  consistency  in  play  that  has  eluded  the 
young  team  this  secison. 

"Without  question,  we  will  need  to  serve 
tough,"  Chung  said.  "We  will  also  have  to 
be  patient  off  the  transition.  McMaster 
blocks  well,  and  they'll  keep  the  ball  on 
our  end  of  the  court.  We  cannot  afford  to 
be  anxious,  as  it  will  take  more  than  one 
shot  for  us  to  score." 

The  Marauders  have  no  eye-catching  or 
statistically  strong  players.  Instead,  Chung 
said  their  success  comes  from  their  talent 


and  ability  across  the  board. 

"McMaster  has  a  veteran  squad,  and 
because  they  distribute  the  ball  well  they 
can  apply  pressure  when  and  where  they 
need  to." 

To  be  successful,  the  Blues  must  con- 
tinue to  rely  heavily  on  their  stalwarts, 
hitters  Brendan  Peel  and  Steven  Kung. 
The  two  are  both  ranked  among  the  top 
10  players  for  points  scored  per  game  in 
the  OUA,  and  Peel  currently  leads  the  na- 
tion with  a  5.4  ppg. 

'Brendan  has  been  doing  a  fantastic 
job  for  U  of  T  over  the  last  two  seasons," 
Chung  said.  "He  has  shown  tremendous 
maturity  on  and  off  the  court." 

Kung  is  second  on  the  team  in  points 
scored,  and  Chung  said  that  his  perfor- 
mance this  year  has  been  important  to 
the  team's  success. 

"He  has  been  an  excellent  complement 
to  Brendan,"  the  coach  said.  "Steven  has 
come  out  of  his  shell  in  a  big  way  this  sea- 
son." 


But  for  U  of  T  to  claim  victory  over  Mc- 
Masters and  face  Ryerson  (16-4)  in  the 
second  round  Friday,  the  Blues  will  need  a 
third  man  to  fill  the  void,  Chung  said. 

"Everyone  needs  to  step  up,"  he  said. 
"We  need  to  combine  all  our  effort  with 
tight,  controlled  play.  If  we  can  limit  our 
team  errors  and  compete  at  a  level  to 
make  our  opponents  make  mistakes  and 
sustain  it,  we  can  win." 

In  recent  action,  the  Blues  lost  a  3-1  de- 
cision here  against  visiting  Queen's  (18-2) 
Saturday.  Ranked  seventh  in  the  nation  by 
Canadian  Interuniversity  Sport,  the  Gold- 
en Gaels  were  able  to  withstand  game- 
high  22-point  and  17-point  performances 
by  Peel  and  Kung,  respectively. 

Losing  the  match  by  a  combined  eight 
points,  the  Blues  were  outdone  by  the 
consistently  successful  smash  attempts 
by  Queen's.  The  Golden  Gaels  put  up  a 
3.035  per  cent  kill  rate,  doubling  the  Blues' 
1.488.  U  of  T  has  not  claimed  a  victory 
since  Jan.  21. 


EYES  ON  THE  PRIZE:  U  of  T's  Steven  Kung  awaits  his  service  lob  in 
Saturday's  3-1  loss  to  Queen's  here. 


sports@thevarsity.ca 
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//BASKETBALL  IN  BRIEF 


Blues  trump  York  again, 
to  host  playoff  game 

Men's  Basketball  (13-7)  has  two  more 
games  before  they  head  into  the  post- 
season. If  the  Blues  can  muster  wins 
against  Ryerson  (6-14)  in  their  home- 
and-home  series  Wednesday  and  Fri- 
day against  the  Rams,  they  will  host 
a  playoff  game  Feb.  21  as  the  third 
seed  in  the  Ontario  University  East 
division.  If  not,  the  Blues  will  host  the 
game  as  the  fourth  seed. 

Thanks  to  their  82-70  victory  over 
York  (13-7)  Friday,  U  of  T  was  able 
to  snatch  third  place  from  the  Lions 
despite  having  identical  records.  Bar- 
ring a  loss  to  Ryerson,  the  Blues  have 
a  head-to-head  record  of  2-0  over 
York. 

U  of  T  claimed  Friday's  win  thanks 
in  large  part  to  the  balanced  play  of 
their  starters,  all  of  whom  posted 
double-digits  scoring  marks.  Blues 
forward  Ben  Katz  led  all  players  with 
26  points. 

The  following  night,  U  of  T  defeated 
Laurentian  68-60.  The  Voyageurs  (6- 
14)  were  unable  to  contain  forward 
Mike  Williams,  who  scored  20,  or, 
Katz,  who  spotted  17  and  led  all  play- 
ers with  seven  rebounds. 
— CHRISTOPHEPOIRIER 


U  of  T  opens  postseason 
Friday,  hosts  Ottawa 

Women's  Basketball  (11-10)  hosts 
Ryerson  (2-19)  Wednesday  to  close 
the  regular  season  before  they  host 
Ottawa  (9-13)  in  the  first  round  of 
the  playoffs  Friday. 

The  fourth-seeded  Blues  are  1- 
1  this  season  against  fifth-seeded 
Ottawa,  with  U  of  T  posting  a  72-39 
victory  in  Ottawa  Jan.  6  before  the 
Gee-Gees  returned  the  favour  by  de- 
feating the  Blues  61-52  here  Feb  2. 

Over  the  weekend  U  of  T  split  their 
two  games,  notching  a  72-69  victory 
over  Laurentian  (14-7)  to  end  the 
Voyageurs'  nine-game  win  streak 
Saturday.  The  night  before,  the 
Blues  lost  to  Canadian  Interuniver- 
sity  Sport's  fifth-ranked  York  (19-2). 
While  fielding  four  players  with  13 
points  or  more,  U  of  T  was  unable  to 
stop  Lions  forward  Emily  Van  Hoof. 
The  York  star  had  20  points  and  10 
rebounds  as  the  Lions  defeated  U  of 
T  80-76. 
—CP. 
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SKI  &  SNOWBOARD 
SCHOOL 


READING  WEEK  AT 

MT.  STE-ANNE  /  LE  MASSIF 


Feb.  11-16  or  Feb.  18-23 


®  5  days  skiing/snQwboarding 
®  Accommodation 

Travel  via  motor  coach 
*     All  taxes  &  gratuities 


FROM 

FKUiv        23rd  Year 


(416)  487-5271  •  www.snowhawks.com 


Australian  in  Character,  International  in  Perspective 


-  A 


^  ocated  on  Queensland's  subtropical  Gold  Coast,  Bond  University  is 
/    consistently  ranked  Number  One  in  national  surveys  of  graduate 
J-^  satisfaction  by  the  Careers  Council  of  Australia. 

Bond  University  Faculty  of  Law  features: 

■k  Professional  degrees  for  undergraduates  (LLB)  and  graduates  (JD) 

★  International  student  body,  with  many  Canadians 

-k  Personalized  education:  smallest  class  sizes  in  Australia 

★  Flexible  tri-semester  academic  calendar:  start  in  January,  May  or 
September 

★  Discretionary  admissions:  Australia  has  no  LSAT  requirement 

for  information  on  the  supplementary  study  required  to  enter  a  Canadian  bar 
admission  program,  see  our  web  site  -  www.bond.edu.au/iaw/internat/canada.htm 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

lnternational@bond.edu.au 
or 

K.O.M.  Consultants.  CANADA. 

Ph:  (905)  318-8200 

lgroppo@komcorisultants.  com 


CRicOS  CODE:  0001 7B 


BOND  UNIVERSITY 
www.bond.edu.au 


Come  play 
for  our  team 

write  for  sports 
sports@thevarsity.ca 


Summer  Camp  Jobs  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lakeside  Residential  Girls  Camp  In  Maine  -  Visas  Arranged 

Counselors:  Combined  childcare/teaching.  Must  be  able  to  teach  or  lead  one  or  more 
of  the  following  activities:  gymnastics,  tennis,  swim  (WSI's),  sail,  canoe,  water  ski,  arts 
(including  stained  glass,  sewing,  jewelry,  wood,  photo),  dance,  music,  theatre,  archery, 
wilderness  trips,  field  sports,  equestrian,  climbing  wall. 

Service  Workers:  including  openings  for  kitchen,  laundry,  housekeeping,  secretaries, 
maintenance  &  grounds,  and  kitchen  supervisor. 

Non-smokers  only.  June  16  to  August  22.  Attractive  salary  (US)  plus  travel  allowance. 
To  Apply:  Applications  and  photo  gallery  are  available  on  our  website: 
www.kippewa.com  or  contact  us  at  the  numbers  listed  below. 

Kippewa,  926  Route  135,  Monmouth,  Maine  04259-6606,  U.S.A. 
tel:  207-933-2993  I  fax:  207-933-2996  |  email:info@kippewa.com 


VARSITY  BLUES 
THIS  WEEK 

BASKETBALL 

Wednesday,  February  14 
vs.  Ryerson 

Women  -  6  p.m.  -  Men  -  8  p.m. 
Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 

VOLLEYBALL 

OUA  QUARTER-FINAL 

Friday,  February  1 6 

Women  vs.  Queen's  -  7  p.m. 
Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 

VVRESTLING 

OUA  CHAMPIONSHIP 

Saturday,  February  1 7 

Starting  at  1 0  a.m. 
Athletic  Centre  Sports  Gym 

FIGURE  SKATING 
OUA  CHAMPIONSHIP 
February  15-16 

Starting  at  8  a.m. 
Varsity  Arena 

All  U  of  T  students  FREE  for  regular  season. 

BOX  OFFICE 


www.varsityblues.ca 


CLASSIFIEDS 

SUMMER  CAMP  NORTH 
OF  MONTREAL: 

Hiring  instructors  for  in-line  skate  park, 
high  ropes/climbing,  waterski,  wind- 
surf,  sailing,  canoeing,  kayaking,  swim, 
tennis,  basketball,  soccer,  gymnastics, 
archery,  football,  baseball,  pottery,  arts 
&  craits,  beads/jewelry,  jazz  dance, 
electric  guitar,  drama  director,  female 
jr.  section  head,  and  nursing  students  to 
assist  camp  doctor  www.mishmarcom, 
camp@mishimarcom 

INTELLIGENT,  ENERGETIC.  BRIGHT 
MINDS  NEEDED 

To  fill  available  positions  as  parking  atten- 
dants. Flexible  hours,  flexible  schedule. 
Located  in  downtown  Toronto  by  the  lake. 
Call  Roberto  -  (416)  230-1452.  $10/hr 

ENGLISH  READING  BUDDY  - 
TUTOR  WANTED 

11  year  old.  Grade  6  student  needs  help 
reading  English,  Once  per  week,  negotia- 
ble day  (Monday  to  Friday),  approximately 
4:30-6:30  pm.  Call  Davi:  416-921-0663. 

FRENCH  READING  BUDDY  - 
TUTOR  WANTED 

11  year  old.  Grade  6  student  needs  help 
reading  French,  Once  per  week,  negotia- 
ble day  (Monday  to  Friday),  approximately 
4:30  -  6:30  pm.  Call  Davi:  416-921-0663. 


GIANT  BOOK,  SOFTWARE,  CD  SALE 

Large  selection  of  bestsellers;  law,  biog- 
raphy, health,  history,  politics,  dictionar- 
ies, kids,  business,  educational,  fiction, 
textbooks,  and  French  literature,  all  at 
discounted  prices.  421  Spadina.  416-754- 
4000. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING 
EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 

~      PC  COMPUTER  SERVICE 

Free  estimate.  25"i.  discount  for  U  of  T 
students.  Repairs  and  upgrades  at  your 
home.  Microtronics  co.  Phone:  416-423- 
6069,  Cell:  416-669-5700 


GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)- 
785-8898. 

TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 


ED 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  COPY 
EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and 
dissertations,  from  style  to  format. 
APA,  MLA  and  McGill  styles  are  speci- 
alities. Mary  Anne  Carswell,  MA,  MEd, 
mcarswell@svmpatico.ca ,  416-303-3106. 


Advertise  infAeMy 

ads@thevarsity.ca  ^ 

416-946-7604 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 
the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 
DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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HealthForceOntario 

HealthForceOntario.ca 


With  HealthForceOntario.ca,  it's  never  been  easier 
for  nurses  to  find  the  right  job  in  Ontario, 


HealthForceOntario.ca  is  designed  to  help  you  get  the 
most  out  of  your  career.  Here  you'll  find  job  listinK>. 
opportunities  for  continuing  education,  information  on 


the  evolviiit^'  reles  tor  today's  nur  --erything  you 

Heed  It)  continue  being  a  ke\'  member  of  the  team 
strengthening  health  care  in  Ontai-io. 


To  find  out  more,  visit  HealthForceOntario.ca  or  call  1-800-596-4046. 


Paid  lor  bv  the  Government  of  Ontario 
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TOO  MANY  PLAYAS  ON  THE  FIELD! 

ead  Part  II  of  CHANDLER  LEVACK'S  look  at  the  busy 
emimonde  of  pick-up  artists 

// FEATURE  PG.  8 


Conrad  Black  lords  it  over  campus 


Mathew  Katz 


The  Culture  and  the  Media  in 
Canada  class  at  University  College 
regularly  hosts  high-profile  lectur- 
ers who  speak  to  students  about 
issues  in  the  Canadian  media.  But, 
as  course  instructor,  author  and 
columnist  Rick  Salutin  put  it,  yes- 
terday's guest  "genuinely  needs  no 
introduction." 

For  an  hour  yesterday  afternoon, 
former  media  baron  Conrad  Black 
shared  his  insights  on  media  bias 
in  Canada,  the  United  States  and 
Britain. 

Speaking  his  mind  and  allowing 
students  to  ask  questions.  Lord 
Black  stayed  away  from  the  topic 
of  his  recent  legal  troubles,  which 
have  been  dominating  recent  me- 
dia coverage  of  him. 

Black  is  currently  the  subject  of 
several  lawsuits,  facing  charges  of 
racketeering,  obstruction  of  jus- 
tice, money  laundering,  and  eight 
counts  of  mail  and  wire  fraud  in 
Chicago  courts.  If  convicted,  his 
Lordship  could  serve  up  to  95 
years  in  prison.  Black  has  posted 
the  $21  million  U.S.  bail  demanded 
by  the  prosecutors.  That  trial  is  set 
to  begin  March  5.  The  company  he 
founded,  Hollinger  Inc.,  is  also  su- 
ing him  on  charges  including  con- 
spiracy and  "unjust  enrichment." 
As  of  this  September,  Black,  who 
renounced  his  Canadian  citizen- 
ship in  2001  to  accept  a  spot  in  Brit- 
ain's House  of  Lords,  is  seeking  to 
again  become  a  citizen  of  Canada. 

He  began  his  address  by  lament- 
ing the  "certain  incongruity"  be- 
tween the  tendency  of  journalists 
to  hold  themselves  up  as  members 
of  the  learned  class,  yet  at  the 
same  presenting  themselves  as  be- 
longing to  the  working  class. 

He  added  soon  afterward  that  he 
"finds  the  affectation  of  journalism 
amounting  to  a  learned  profession 
to  be  tiresome.  Journalism  still  is 
more  or  less  a  craft... with  vari- 
able judgment  criteria.  There  is  no 
yardstick  to  measure  them  against 
others." 

He  mentioned,  however,  that 
most  journalists  are  pleasant, 
even  interesting,  people  and  that 
he  is  "not  trying  to  demonize 
them,  rather  [he  is]  pointing  out 
anomalies."  Later,  he  pointed  out  a 
number  of  journalists  he  respects, 
such  as  Edward  R.  Murrow  and  his 
friend  Brian  Stewart. 

Black  criticized  the  media's 
"natural"  habit  of  "manufacturing 
ideas"  on  slow  news  days,  and  of 
amplifying  fads  and  news-making 
people. 

"What  goes  up  must  come  down," 
he  said.  "When  a  new  news-making 

SEE  LORD  BLACK'  -  PG  2 


//BLOGGERHEADS' 


Amy  Jiang,  Jingping  Ji,  Graham  Heinz,  and  Terry  Xu  are  some  of  the  scribes  behind  BlogUT,  which  was  started  last  month  at  www.blogUT.ca. 


Toronto  already  boasts  several  mass  blogs,  in- 
cluding Torontoist,  blogTO,  and  Spacing  Wire, 
an  offshoot  of  Spacing  (a  magazine  for  urban 
issues  geeks).  Hot  on  the  heels  of  the  debut  of 
U  of  T's  website  Ulife,  which  keeps  track  of  cam- 
pus clubs,  the  campus  can  claim  its  own  com- 
munity blog,  run  by  students  who  chronicle  the 
daily  goings-on  around  St.  George  campus. 
BlogUT  was  started  last  month  by  a  collec- 


tive of  current  and  former  engineers  led  by 
Jingping  Ji,  a  graduate  student  in  electrical  and 
computer  engineering.  About  1,500  different 
people  have  visited  their  site  in  the  last  month, 
he  said. 

Ji  pointed  out  that  the  internet  makes  for 
instantaneous  coverage,  unlike  other  media 
outlets.  BlogUT's  coverage  of  the  tuition  freeze 
camp-out  on  U  of  T's  front  campus  field  last 


month  had  one  of  its  correspondents  blogging 
live  from  the  protest,  relating  events  as  they 
happened.  And  operating  costs  are  minimal. 

Though  Ji  posts  the  most — he  is  a  graduate 
student,  after  all — BlogUT  is  looking  for  more 
writers,  the  more  fanciful  the  better. 

"We're  not  typical  engineers,"  Ji  noted.  "We're 
kind  of  artsy." 
—MIKE  GHENU 


Israeli  soldiers  join  in  war  of  words 


Tori  Cheifetz  

Contrasting  views  of  Israel  faced  off 
on  Tuesday  at  talks  put  on  by  oppos- 
ing student  groups.  Students  Against 
Israeli  Apartheid  discussed  "the 
Apartheid  policies  of  Israel,"  while 
the  group  Zionists  @  U  of  T  moved  to 
dispel  the  notion  of  Israeli  apartheid 
in  an  open  Q  &  A  session  with  four 
Israeli  soldiers. 
Gal  Fontyn,  a  missile  boat  com- 


mander in  the  Israeli  army,  opened 
the  afternoon  program  with  his  reac- 
tion to  the  week's  events. 

"When  I  heard  about  the  Is- 
raeli Apartheid  Week  I  was  really 
shocked,"  said  Fontyn.  "1  think  that's 
a  huge  word  to  use,  and  someone 
who  uses  it  doesn't  really  know 
what  they're  talking  about.  There  is 
no  correlation  between  what  is  hap- 
pening in  Israel  and  what  happened 
in  Apartheid-era  South  Africa.  If 


someone  wants  to  disagree,  that's 
okay,  we're  a  democratic  country, 
but  we're  here  to  give  you  our  side 
of  the  story." 

When  asked  what  Israeli  citizens 
thought  of  Israeli  Arabs,  Fontyn 
answered,  "There  is  no  separation 
between  Jews  and  Israeli  Arabs.  We 
are  a  democratic  country  with  an 
emphasis  on  human  rights.  We're  all 
about  pluralism." 

While  the  Israeli  soldiers  fielded 


most  audience  questions,  things  got 
cagey  when  they  were  asked  their 
views  on  Israel's  disengagement  plan 
and  its  so-called  "demographic  time- 
bomb." 

That's  when  Hedai  Offaim,  the 
coordinator  of  the  soldier  exchange 
program,  piped  up  to  explain  that 
the  Israeli  soldiers  were  not  allowed 
to  comment  on  politics. 

SEE  ISRAEL  DEBATE' -PG  3 
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Why  did  Conrad  Black,  at  right,  come  to  Rick  Salutin's  Canadian  media  class 
Wednesday?  "Because  Rick  asked  me  to.  Why  not?"  Black  said. 


•LORD  BLACK'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

person  appears,  the  temptation  is 
to  tout  ttiem,  raise  them. . .  and  then 
reduce  them  again." 

Black  also  discussed  his  concern 
with  what  he  views  as  a  blurring 
between  reporting  and  comment- 
ing. 

"There  is  a  much-discussed  bug- 
bear in  the  distinction  between 
comment  and  reporting.  We  have 
a  natural  instinct  to  include  our 
commentary. .  .a  gratuitous  opinion 
in  anything  we  write.  But  it  can  be 
very  much  a  distortion."  He  said 
that  competent  editors  must  safe- 
guard this  distinction. 

Black  said  this  task  must  also  be 
taken  up  by  publishers,  who  are  at 
the  "apex  of  editorial  and  commer- 
cial interests." 

"The  best  course  is  to  try  and 
have  commercial  management 
encourage  good,  professional 
standards.  Otherwise,  it's  like  the 
CEO  of  an  auto  company  not  car- 
ing about  the  quality  of  his  prod- 
ucts." Black  said.  He  said  the  role  of 
management  in  the  editorial  office 
should  be  "protecting  the  integrity 
of  the  product." 

At  the  same  time.  Black  said  that 
newspapers  should  have  an  ideol- 


ogy, "but  you  need  to  try  to  keep  it 
out  of  the  reporting." 

When  asked  about  his  experi- 
ence in  establishing  the  National 
Post,  Canada's  first  new  national 
newspaper  in  decades,  he  spoke 
about  the  homogenized  climate 
of  Canadian  media  in  the  mid-90s, 
when  he  founded  the  paper. 

"On  most  important  public  is- 
sues," Black  said  "a  consensus  was 
reached  by  [nearly  all  Canadian  me- 
dia] that  made  steady  concessions 
to  the  nationalists  in  Quebec." 

Black  claimed  that  these  media 
outlets  pushed  for  a  "comfortable 
social  safety  net,  higher  taxes"  as 
well  as  having  a  constant  tendency 
to  set  Canada  above  the  United 
States.  While  Black  didn't  fully  dis- 
agree with  each  issue,  he  did  con- 
sider this  consensus  a  "tired,  old 
bowl  of  porridge"  cooked  up  to  ap- 
pease Quebecois  nationalists. 

According  to  Black,  the  establish- 
ment of  the  newspaper  went  well, 
despite  criticism  of  excess  spend- 
ing. "In  this  country,"  he  said  "you 
need  to  spend  money  to  create  a 
national  franchise." 

"I  still  think  that  it's  quite  a  fine 
paper"  he  remarked  about  the  Na- 
tional Post,  which  he  still  writes  col- 
umns for. 


Wannabe  college  satirist  ain't 
so  Swift 


Karen  Ho 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Satire  is  a  traditional  preserve  of 
campus  newspapers,  but  in  a  sen- 
sitive day  and  age,  even  student 
journalists  are  increasingly  being  ac- 
cused of  overstepping  their  bounds. 

Over  the  past  few  weeks,  the  Daily 
Princetonian  was  slammed  for  a  de- 
cidedly racist  joke-piece  on  over- 
achieving  Asian-American  students, 
and  the  Dartmouth  Review  castigat- 
ed for  a  "scalping  Indian"  cover.  The 
most  recent  offense  has  come  from 
Central  Connecticut  State  Universi- 
ty's student  newspaper  the  Recorder, 
which  was  barraged  with  wither- 
ing criticism  after  publishing  John 
Petroski's  op-ed  essay  "Rape  Only 
Hurts  If  You  Fight  It"  in  their  Feb.  7 
issue. 

The  latter  piece,  which  purports  to 
comment  on  sensationalism  in  mod- 
ern news  media,  describes  rape  as 
a  "magical  experience  that  benefits 


//NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Presidential  merry-go- 
round  at  U  of  Regina 

Jim  Tomkins  has  been  named  University  of  Re- 
gina's  second  president  in  only  three  months. 
Tomkins  is  taking  over  from  Allan  Cahoon,  who 
was  named  interim  president  in  December  af- 
ter the  sudden  resignation  of  Robert  Hawkins, 
who  had  served  for  a  mere  15  months.  U  of  R 
will  shortly  appoint  yet  another  president,  as 
Tomkins  has  only  been  chosen  until  a  perma- 


Ontario  Engineering 
Graduate  Studies  Fair 


Are  you  thinking  about  a  Master's  or  PhD  in 
engineering,  but  unsure  which  program  is  right 
for  you? 

Discover  all  the  possibilities  at  the  first 
Ontario  Engineenng  Graduate  Studies  Fair. 

Saturday,  February  24,  10  a.m.  -  2  p.m. 
Bahen  Centre,  University  of  Toronto 
40  St.  George  Street,  Toronto,  ON 

Join  us  for  this  free  event  and  learn  more. 

More  info: 

web:  www.gradstudiesfair.ca 


Collaborating  Universities: 

Carleton  University 

Laurentian  University 

McMaster  University 

Queen's  University 

Royal  Military  College 

Ryerson  University 

University  of  Ontario  Institute  of 
Technology 

University  of  Ottawa 

University  of  Toronto 

University  of  Waterloo 

The  University  of  Western  Ontario 

University  of  Windsor 


www.gradstudiesfair.ca 


society  as  a  whole."  According  to  the 
Hartford  Courant,  many  students  felt 
Petroski's  essay  reinforced  misogy- 
nistic  stereotypes.  The  American  As- 
sociation of  College  Women  reports 
that  20  to  25  per  cent  of  women  will 
be  raped  during  their  college  career. 

While  the  paper's  Editor-in-Chief 
Mark  Rowan  defended  Petroski  as 
a  "bold  satirist  whose  message  fell 
on  deaf  ears,"  the  essay  failed  to  ap- 
peal to  many  students  and  campus 
leaders,  who  argued  it  belittled  and 
worsened  the  suffering  of  rape  vic- 
tims. 

The  controversial  piece  drew 
strong  negative  reactions  from  CCSU 
students,  with  public  protests  form- 
ing outside  the  newspaper's  office 
calling  for  the  resignation  of  Petroski 
as  Opinion  Editor  and  Rowan  as  Edi- 
tor-in-Chief. An  official  statement  is- 
sued by  Connecticut  State  president 
Jack  Miller  condemned  the  article 
as  abhorrent  and  "a  clear  violation 
of  responsible  journalism  and  the 


community  standards  of  this  institu- 
tion," but  did  defend  Petroski's  right 
to  freedom  of  speech. 

On  Feb.  11,  an  emergency  board 
meeting  of  the  newspaper's  staff 
vote"d  to  strip  Petroski  of  his  position 
as  Opinion  Editor,  but  a  motion  to 
suspend  him  as  a  contributor  failed, 
leaving  him  able  to  continue  writing 
for  the  Recorder  in  the  future. 

Professor  Russell  Brown,  super- 
visor of  studies  for  English  at  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto  Scarborough,  re- 
marked that  Petroski's  article  made 
it  difficult  to  determine  intent  until 
the  final  paragraph,  while  many  stu- 
dents would  have  stopped  reading 
earlier  in  disgust  or  confusion  over 
poor  arguments  and  offensive  re- 
marks. 

"Simply,  it's  poorly  done.  With 
good  satire  like  Jonathan  Swift's  A 
Modest  Proposal,  there  is  at  least  an 
underlying  feeling  of  being  impos- 
sible in  seriousness,  and  here  there 
was  none  of  that  'till  far  too  late." 


nent  replacement  for  Hawkins  can  be  found. 
Tomkins's  term  ends  in  June  2008. 

'Facial  G-strings'  can 
keep  you  cozy,  cold-free 

A  Montreal  man  who  refers  to  himself  only  as 
Felipo  is  making  and  selling  "facial  G-strings" 
which  cover  the  nose  to  prevent  winter  ill- 
nesses, the  McGitI  Daily  reports.  Felipo,  who 
owns  the  Blue  Cat  Boxing  Club  in  Mile  End, 
got  the  idea  from  reading  an  article  saying 
that  the  infections  contracted  in  cold  weather 
enter  through  the  nose.  "I've  been  getting  sick 
maybe  two  or  three  times  a  year  in  the  winter, 
so  I  made  myself  a  nosewarmer,  tried  it  for 
the  winter  and  I  didn't  get  sick  anymore,"  he 
said. 

Tuition  not  biggest 
factor  for  poor  students 

A  new  study  by  Statistics  Canada  has  found 
that  high  tuition  fees  rank  below  parental 
expectation  and  secondary-school  grades  on 


A  healthy  schnozz — but  at  what  cost? 

the  list  of  reasons  why  few  low-income  youth 
enter  university  Only  8.5  per  cent  of  the  low- 
income  youth  surveyed  reported  money  as  a 
factor  in  their  decision  whether  or  not  to  at- 
tend post-secondary  school.  The  researchers 
concluded  that  low-income  parents  are  less 
able  to  expose  their  children  to  education- 
enhancing  activities  and  put  less  pressure  on 
them  to  go  to  university. 
-BENSPURR 


DONSHIPS 

St  Michael  s  College 
Student  Residence 


Applications  are  now  being  accepted  from  men  and  women 
for  Donships  in  the  St  Michael's  College  Student  Residence  for 
2007-2008.  Eligible  candidates  must  be  enrolled  in  their  fourth 
year  of  undergraduate  studies,  or  in  a  graduate,  second  degree,  or 
equivalent  UofT  programme  during  the  academic  session. 

Application  packages  are  available  from  the  St  Michael's  College 
mail  desk  (81  St  Mary  Street),  from  our  web  site,  by  email,  and  by 
post  at  the  address  below.  Interviews  for  a  short  list  of  candi- 
dates will  be  held  in  mid-March.  For  further  information,  please 
contact: 

The  Office  of  the  Dean  of  Students,  St  Michael's  College 
81  St  Mary  Street,  Toronto,  ON,  M5S  1J4 
Telephone:  (416)  926-7127 
smc.residence@utoronto.ca 
www.utoronto.ca/stmikes 

The  deadline  for  receipt  of  applications  by  the  Dean  of  Students  is 
Wednesday  February  28th.  2007. 


news@thevarsity.ca 


VARSITY  NEWS 


Gal  Fontyn  and  Shira  Yanai  were  two  Israeli  Defense  Forces  soldiers  who  spoke  on  Tuesday  about  their  experiences. 


'ISRAEL  DEBATE'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

"As  a  soldier,  you  serve  the  coun- 
try, and  you  can't  take  a  political 
side,"  he  said. 

SAIA,  meanwhile,  held  the  sec- 
ond in  a  week-long  series  of  lectures 
aimed  at  raising  awareness  of  what  it 
calls  the  apartheid  policies  of  Israel. 

Azadi  Rahi,  an  organizer  of  Israel 
Apartheid  Week,  began  the  lecture 
"The  Ethnic  Cleansing  of  Palestine" 
with  her  thoughts  on  Palestinian 
refugees. 

"Palestine  is  in  a  struggle  based 
on  land  possession.  Palestinians  are 
the  largest  group  of  stateless  refu- 


gees. With  this  information,  we  need 
to  ask  ourselves  how  this  came  to  be 
and  why  Palestinians  can't  return  to 
their  homes." 

The  third  speaker  of  the  night  was 
Issam  Al  Yamani,  a  second-genera- 
tion Palestinian  from  Lebanon  and  a 
former  member  of  the  Popular  Front 
for  the  Liberation  of  Palestine,  which 
the  Canadian  government  considers 
a  terrorist  organization. 

Yamani  shared  his  views  on  the 
Palestinian  right  of  return. 

"Because  we  are  Palestinian  refu- 
gees, we  refuse  to  recognize  the  right 
of  Israel  to  exist.  Because  we  are  not 
subhuman,  we  will  not  recognize  the 


right  of  Israel  to  exist.  We  believe  we 
have  the  right  of  return. 

"Palestinians  one  day  will  destroy 
Zionism  and  live  with  equal  rights  to 
the  Israelis  in  Palestine." 

Yamani  then  argued  against  the 
popular  two-state  solution  advocat- 
ed by  many  Israelis  and  Palestinians. 
"I'm  sure  that  one  day,  the  Jewish 
population  will  recognize  that  the 
two-state  policy  is  not  the  solution. 
There  can  only  be  one  solution." 

Israel  Apartheid  Week  wraps  up 
this  week.  The  group  Zionists  @  U  of 
T  is  preparing  Freedom  and  Democ- 
racy Week,  a  counter-event  that  will 
run  from  March  3  to  7. 


rhc  .Social  .Justice  Committee  of  Hart  Hou.sc  Presents 


Sch 

Iracism  ^ 

February  27th,  2007 
Ea.st  Common  Room,  Hart  House 

ftt  ^  ^00  to  6:00pm 

flUniversitj'  of  Toronto  Student  Discussion  Panel 
17:00  to  9:30pm 
n  Ashraf  l^niversi ty  of  Toronto 

Antiracism  and 
Cultural  Diversity  Officer 

Jolii^)ohran  Oiitai  io  Institute  for  Secondary' 

M  Education 
1  Adult-Aboriginal  Education 

Josl^^ackcr  Friends  of  Simon  Wiesenthal  Centre 

^  tor-Holocaust  Studies 

^  G^munity- Outreach  Coordinator 

Tmam^)dui  Hai  Patel  ^piversity  of  Toronto 

^  ^;haplain's  Association 


Sot  i<il  iii'-fi<.(>  Cunimiltee 


Univeisity  of  Toronto  Anti -Racism 
and  Cultural  Diversily  Office 


SKI  &  SNOWBOARD 
SCHOOL 


READING  WEEK  AT 

MT  STE-ANNE  /  LE  MASSIF 

Feb.  11-16  or  Feb.  18-23 


#  5  days  skiing/snowboarding 
$  Accommodation 

*  Travel  via  motor 
3:  All  taxes  &  gratuities 


23«*  Year 


(416)  i^%l-^21^  •www.snowhawks.com 


STUDY  MEDICINE 

.    t  SAN         FRANCISCO  JAVIER 

XAVIER  UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE 
BONAIRE 


Open  House 

Saturday,  March  10th  at  2  PM 
Hilton  Garden  Inn 
300  Commerce  Valley  Drive,  East 
Thomhill 
and 

Sunday,  March  11th  at  1  PM 
Quality  Hotel  and  Suites 
2180  Islington  Ave. 
Etobicoke 

Refreshments  will  be  served 

For  more  information,  please  visit 

www.xusombonaire.net 
)r  call  (888)  XAVIER-U  (928-4378) 


Give  the  teacher 
a  thank-you  gift 
they  can  actually  use. 

The  Province  of  Ontario  is  now  accepting 
nominations  for  the  LIFT  Awards. 


The  first  antnuai  1  eadership  in  Faculty  Teaching  (i  IFT)  Award 
is  the  Ontario  government's  way  of  recognizing 
teaching  excellence  at  the  college  and  university  level. 
To  encourage  leadership  and  continued  excellence  in  the  classroom, 
all  winners  will  receive  $20,000  over  two  years. 

If  you  knovv  a  University  ofToronlo  ifislruclor  worlhy  of  the  honour; 
we  urge  you  to  submit  your  noniination  to  the  Ministry  by  February  '28, 2007. 
Please  contact  Pam  Gravestock  at  4I6-946-858S  regarding  the  nomination  process. 
For  detailed  infomidLion.  visil  www.onlar  io.ca/facuKyawards 
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Hart^House 

THE)QtTRE 

06/07  SEASON 


THIRTEEN  HANDS 

"At  that  table,  I  knew  exactly  where  I  was..." 

©by  Carol  Shields 
Directed  by 
RON  CAMERON-LEWIS 

ERIN  DALE  Original  Music  by 

CHRISTOPHER  DAWES 


BOX  OFFICE 


^  MARCH  8-  10,2007 
student  tickets  only  $12 


ATTENTION  ALL 
STUDENT  FILMMAKERS 

^^^101  Hour 


Competition  LVMik»^MiC 

Register  a  team  and  we'll  give  you  101  hours  to  create  a  horror  movie. 

Competition  begins  Friday  Feb  23rd  @  7pnn  and  ends  on  Tuesday  Feb  27  @  midnight. 
Screenings  on  March  1st  @  7pm  at  Hart  House  Theatre  -  Prizes  awarded! 
Visit  www.uoftfilmfest.ca  tor  registration  into. 


^^n^  FESTIVAL  OF  DANCE  2007 


DANCERS  WANTED!! 

Online  Submissions  due 
Monday  Feb  19th 


i  WWW.HABTHOUSETHEATBE.CA  I 

2006/2007  Hart  House  Theatre  Season  Proudly  Supported  by: 


Meloche  Monnex        ^/f;^ VARSITY 
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Seeking  the  original  face 

Rebecca  Kiessling  asks:  Did  I  deserve  the  death  penalty?  Her  argument  doesn't  convince  me. 


Pro-life  activist  Rebecca  Kiessling  opposes  abortion 
in  all  cases,  including  as  a  result  of  rape. 


Paul  Harrison 


Close  to  one  hundred  people  filled  Carr  Hall  at 
St.  Michael's  College  this  past  Monday  evening 
to  see  pro-life  speaker  Rebecca  Kiessling's  pre- 
sentation "Did  I  deserve  the  death  penalty?" 
Kiessling  was  conceived  in  a  rape,  at  a  time  be- 
fore abortions  were  legal.  Today,  she  uses  the 
example  of  her  own  story  to  argue  against  abor- 
tion, even  in  the  case  of  rape  or  incest. 

"I  am  so  thankful  that  my  life  was  spared,"  she 
gushed  during  her  talk.  And,  later,  "Whenever 
you  identify  yourself  as  pro-choice  or  make 
that  exception  for  rape,  [you're  saying  to  me], 
'1  think  your  mother  should  have  been  able  to 
abort  you.'" 

For  Kiessling,  the  abortion  debate  is  intensely 
personal.  The  greater  part  of  her  speech  was 
devoted  to  a  condensed  story  of  her  life,  and  of 
the  influences  that  led  her  to  become  a  lawyer,  a 
mother,  and  a  pro-life  activist.  It  was  clear  that 
she  had  faced  a  great  deal  of  hardship,  includ- 
ing abusive  boyfriends,  social  stigma  about  her 
adoption,  and  more.  This  personal  connection 
to  the  issues  lent  her  speech  a  great  emotional 
weight.  Her  voice  rose  to  a  fever  pitch  as  she 
told  us,  "My  life  matters,  your  life  matters,  don't 
let  anyone  tell  you  differently!" 

Unfortunately,  the  intellectual  quality  of 
the  talk  suffered  because  of  the  emotional  fo- 


cus. Her  pro-choice  straw  men  evoked  cheap 
laughs  from  the  audience — who  were  largely 
pro-life — while  good  philosophical  arguments 
were  notably  lacking.  Her  response  to  Judith 
Jarvis  Thomson's  famous  "violinist  analogy" 
(which  argues  that  abortion  is  morally  permis- 
sible) glossed  over  the  analogy's  important 
points  to  criticize  the  particulars.  And  then,  of 
course,  there  was  the  central  fallacy:  that  she 
was  in  some  way  living  proof  that  even  children 
conceived  during  rape  should  not  be  aborted. 
Her  response  to  the  idea  of  abortion:  "I'm  not 
suicidal." 

The  idea  of  equating  abortion  to  murder 
stems  from  a  curious  metaphysical  assumption: 
that  in  the  tiny  mass  of  cells  there  is  the  essence 
of  a  person.  The  fetus,  say  pro-life  advocates,  is 
not  just  what  it  is  right  now,  but  also  everything 
that  it  can  eventually  become.  Killing  the  fetus, 
then,  amounts  to  denying  the  future  adult  its 
right  to  live.  Pro-choice  advocates  counter  that 
this  reasoning  is  absurd — why  should  we  call 
the  fetus  a  person  months  before  it  has  any  of 
the  characteristics  of  a  human? 

The  pro-choice  argument  is  reminiscent  of  a 
Zen  koan:  "What  is  your  original  face  before  you 
were  born?"  Like  all  koans,  there  is  no  straight 
answer  Rather,  the  goal  is  to  recognize  the  ab- 
surdity of  the  question.  The  koan  invites  you  to 
seek  the  essence  of  your  person  until,  exhaust- 


ed by  the  effort,  you  realize  that  there  is  no  es- 
sence, only  a  constant  flux  of  thought,  emotion, 
and  experience.  What,  then,  can  we  say  about  a 
"person"  who  has  neither  thought  nor  emotion 
nor  experience?  Surely  that  is  no  person  at  all. 

If  the  pro-choice  argument  brings  to  mind  the 
idea  of  Zen  Buddhism,  the  pro-life  argument  is 
based  on  the  assumptions  of  Christianity,  espe- 
cially Catholicism,  and  specifically  on  the  doc- 
trine of  the  eternal  soul.  This  is  the  lynchpin  of 
the  pro-life  argument:  that  Rebecca  Kiessling  as 
an  embryo  is  Rebecca  Kiessling  as  an  adult,  be- 
cause the  soul,  or  essence,  is  the  same. 

This  is  a  thorny  dichotomy.  It  can  be  attacked 
philosophically,  but  philosophical  discourse 
is  far  removed  from  the  majority  of  abortion 
debates.  And  since  the  metaphysical  question 
is  so  fundamental,  neither  side  is  likely  to  ever 
change  their  mind.  The  only  way  forward,  then, 
is  for  one  side  to  attack  the  other  within  its  own 
metaphysical  framework.  Thomson's  violinist, 
for  example,  attempts  to  demonstrate  that  even 
if  the  fetus  is  a  person,  the  mother  should  still 
have  the  right  to  abort. 

I  have  seen  no  substantial  arguments  of  this 
sort  from  the  pro-life  side,  suggesting  that  the 
case  against  abortion  truly  does  rest  on  an  es- 
sentially Christian  worldview.  If  this  is  the  case, 
then  the  pro-life  contingent  may  be  doomed  to 
eventual  failure. 


LETTERS  < 


Sometimes  we  can  get 
what  we  want 


Tax-slave  claim 
distorts  history 

Re:  You  can't  always  get  what 
you  want,  Feb.  8 


Hugh  Leonard  

We  can't  always  get  what  we  want:  a 
truism  if  ever  there  were  one.  But  let's 
distinguish  between  general  frustra- 
tion and  a  particular  instance  where 
it  was  unjustly  used.  Cam  Vidler's  edi- 
torial (You  can't  always  get  what  you 
want,  Feb.  8)  conflates  this  distinction. 
His  title  suggests  a  voice  from  on  high, 
warning  those  of  us  who  want  more 
public  funding  for  post-secondary 
education  not  to  upset  some  cosmic 
balance.  This  voice,  of  course,  speaks 
for  a  cosmos  that  is  capitalistic.  It  fol- 
lows "logically"  that  any  movement  to 
decommodify  education  is  barbaric — 
"essentially  a  less  obvious,  indirect 
form  of  slavery." 

Notwithstanding  Vilder's  comical 
insinuation  that  humanities  students 
"obviously  chose  the  wrong  career 
path"  and  his  far  from  comical  under- 
standing of  history  (he  fails  to  men- 
tion the  debt  capitalism  owes  to  slav- 


ery, past  and  present,  yet  bemoans 
the  taxation  of  proprietors  as  another 
form  of  enslavement),  he  is  correct 
on  one  point.  Education  is  "an  invest- 
ment." Education  now  favours  eco- 
nomic investors,  for  whom  a  degree 
opens  the  door  to  profit  first,  intellec- 
tual creativity  second. 

One  problem  with  this  educational 
system  is  that  everyone,  ultimately, 
must  submit  the  content  of  his  or  her 
work  to  the  economy.  As  a  student  in 
comparative  literature,  1  like  to  think 
of  myself  as  a  scholar  in  training  more 
than  a  future  employee/employer 
This  thought  is  admittedly  idealistic. 
To  a  certain  extent,  I  will  have  to  bal- 
ance creative  thinking  with  employ- 
ability. 

But  even  when  the  content  of  one's 
work  is  compatible  with  its  economic 
function,  a  far  more  serious  problem 
exists  within  and  beyond  the  acad- 
emy: not  everyone  can  work  for  the 
economy.  Whether  one  is  an  academ- 


ic whose  views  are  "unprofitable"  or 
a  person  for  whom  the  food  bank  is 
more  important  than  a  bank  loan,  the 
logic  of  supply  and  demand  results 
in  capable  people  remaining  unem- 
ployed. When  one  must  struggle  for 
the  necessities  of  life,  the  prospect  of 
going  further  into  debt  in  the  uncer- 
tain hope  of  getting  out  of  it  is,  to  say 
the  least,  unpropitious. 

Success  in  the  economy,  in  short, 
isn't  solely  the  product  of  the  "per- 
sonal efforts  of  individuals."  This  atti- 
tude is  reminiscent  of  a  time  in  which 
wealth  was  thought  to  signify  favour 
with  God,  and  poverty  a  punishment 
for  sin.  As  a  society,  we  should  increas- 
ingly invest  in  all  students,  even  those 
who  may  criticize  rather  than  merely 
perpetuate  the  economic  status  quo, 
even  those  for  whom  a  free  education 
may  alter  the  current  cosmos.  The 
world  was  indeed  here  first,  but  we 
should  always  change  it  for  the  better 
Mark  Twain  would  have  agreed. 


It's  nice  to  see  Cam  Vidler  is  paying 
special  attention  to  Black  History 
Month  this  February.  His  downright 
ridiculous  article  in  last  week's 
Varsity  reaches  impressive  levels  of 
ignorance,  but  comparing  taxation  to 
slavery  takes  the  cake. 

1  don't  seem  to  recall  my  taxes 
being  collected  through  the  practice 
of  forcefully  shipping  me  across  the 
ocean  to  be  worked  to  death  on  a 
sugarcane  plantation.  I  also  can't  re- 
member being  shackled  or  whipped 
by  Revenue  Canada,  regardless  of 
my  financial  situation.  Taxes  tend 
to  chip  away  at  my  pay  cheque  and 
add  about  14  per  cent  to  whatever  I 
buy.  Vidler's  claim  distorts  history, 
glosses  over  the  suffering  of  millions, 
and  is  downright  insulting  and  of- 
fensive. 1  find  it  amazing  that  he  goes 
so  far  as  to  claim  that  the  right  to 
education  cheapens  the  concept  of 
rights  in  the  same  paragraph  that  he 


completely  trivializes  slavery. 

The  concept  of  accessible  and 
affordable  education  (and  public 
services  in  general,  for  that  matter) 
is  founded  upon  the  knowledge  that 
we  are  all  interconnected  members 
of  society.  Taxes,  at  least  in  theory, 
exist  to  serve  the  public  good,  and  in 
a  world  that  treats  post-secondary 
education  as  a  near-requirement  for 
employment,  it  is  fully  reasonable  to 
expect  universal  access  to  universi- 
ties and  colleges. 

AlexGatien 

Lecture  not  NMC's 

Re:  "Lack  of  voices  in  Israel 
debate,"  Letters,  Feb  12 

An  e-mail  sent  to  members  of  the 
Department  of  Near  and  Middle  East- 
ern Civilizations  mistakenly  included 
a  public  Thursday-night  lecture  by 
Gabi  Piterberg  as  part  of  a  depart- 
mental series.  Professor  Piterberg's 
Thursday-night  lecture  is  unre- 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 
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"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want  to 

taclde^the 
tough  stuff' 


Meet  Heather. 

To  get  the  specialized  sl<iils  and  field  experience  that 
would  get  her  connected  in  HR,  Heather  earned  her 
Postgraduate  Certificate  in  Human  Resources  from 
Humber  in  only  2  semesters.  She  now  works  as  an 
HR  Representative  in  the  Health  Care  industry. 
We  think  she'll  manage  just  fine. 

Human  Resources,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want 

a  piece  of 
the  action'' 


Meet  Denise. 

To  get  the  specialized  focus  that  would  help  her  zero  in 
on  her  goats,  Denise  earned  her  Postgraduate  Certificate 
in  Marketing  Management  from  Humber  in  only  2  semesters. 
She  now  works  for  one  of  Canada's  top  weather  networks. 
We  forecast  a  great  future  for  her. 
Marketing  Management,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


(Qf  HUMBER 

The  Business  School 


Get  wliat  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


HUMBER 

The  Business  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


SDQce  IS  imited 


it's  crucial  that  we  hear  your  input  as  the  City  develops  a  pian  for  its  garbage.  Join  us  for  an  evening 
during  Consultation  Week,  February  26  -  March  5  and  share  your  ideas  as  we  move  forward  on  an 
Environmental  Assessment.  Gail  416-392-9365  to  pre-register.  Gai!  nov>/,  because  -  just  like  finding  room 
for  the  City's  garbage  itself  space  is  limited,  ■\/iSitToronto.ca/ccat  for- details. 


TnnnaiM  Toronto  CEAT 
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lated  to  the  Department  of  Near  and 
Middle  Eastern  Civilizations.  It  is  part 
of  a  series  of  events  organized  by 
the  Arab  Students  Collective  entitled 
"Israel  Apartheid  Week."  The  Depart- 
ment of  Near  and  Middle  Eastern 
Civilizations,  one  of  the  sponsors  of 
the  Middle  East  History  and  Theory 
Workshop,  and  the  University  of 
Toronto  are  not  sponsors  of  those 
events,  or  related  to  them  in  any  way. 
We  apologize  for  any  confusion  the 
email  may  have  caused. 

Linda  S.  Northrii' 

Associate  Professor  and  Chair  of 
the  Department  of  Near  and  Middle 
Eastern  Civilizations 


The  t&A5//Kwelcomes  letters  from  our 
readers.  Send  letters  (250  words  max.) 
with  your  full  name  &  phone  number  to: 

opinions@thevarsity.ca 

Opinions  submissions 
are  also  welcome. 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


•  Complete  30-Hour  Sieminars 

•  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

•  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
»  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

•  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

•  Free  Repeat  Policy 

•  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

mimmmm 

www.oxfordsentlnars.coni 


ROGERS 

Your  World  Right  Now 


J 


Top  10^ 

RealTrax""  ring  tunes 

Week  of  February  5 


1. 

Fergalicious 

-  fergie 

2. 

1  Luv  It 

-  Young  Jeezy 

3. 

i  Wanna  Love  You 

•  Akon 

4. 

Irreplaceable 

-  Seyonce 

Lips  of  an  Angel 

-  Hinder 

Money  In  The  Bank 

•  Lit'  Scrjppy 

7. 

On  The  Hotline 

■  Pretty  Ricky 

8. 

Promise 

-  Ciara 

9. 

Shortie  Like  Mine 

■  Bow  Wow 

10. 

Smack  That 

■  Akon  1 

lext  "PWY"  to  4800  on  your  Koqers  wireless 
phone  to  download  yoiir  favoiirrti*  ring  ttine?  today 


"'PHONES 
REPEEINED 


With  HealthForceOntarioxa,  ifs  never  been  easier 
for  nurses  to  find  the  right  job  in  Ontario, 

HealthForceOntario.ca  is  designed  to  help  you  get  the  the  evolving  roles  for  today  s  nurses  -  ever>^hing  \'ou 
most  out  of  your  career.  Here  you'll  find  job  listings,  need  to  continue  being  a  key  member  of  the  team 
opportunities  for  continuing  education,  information  on        strengthening  health  care  in  Ontario. 


ore,  visit  HealthForceOntario.ca  or  call  1-800-596-4046. 


Ontario 
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'have  a  very  tall  and  very  attractive  friend,  Ju- 
lia. Luckily,  Julia  is  also  a  really  good  sport — 
such  a  good  sport  that  she  was  open  to  the 
hidea  of  having  creepy  club  guys  hit  on  us  for 
an  entire  night,  all  in  the  good  name  of  campus 
journalism.  And  so  we  hit  the  Queen  West  bar, 
The  Social,  for  our  own  kind  of  target  practice. 


THE  SOCIAL 

Despite  the  name,  no  one  was  taking  our  single- 
girl  bait.  Julia  and  1  continued  to  sip  at  our  gin  and 
tonics,  hanging  out  by  the  bar  like  barnacles,  fix- 
ing each  other's  hair  like  Olsen  Twins.  Eventual- 
ly two  guys,  wearing  the  standard  AFC  uniform 
of  dress  shirts,  jeans  and  track  jackets  (always  a 
warning  sign)  approached  us,  nervously.  "I  like 
your  boots,"  said  one  to  Julia,  pointing  out  her 
cowboy  boots.  "Oh  thanks!"  said  Julia.  "That's 
like,  so  nice  of  you  to  say!" 

We  made  up  alternate  names,  personalities 
and  occupations.  1  was  now  a  nursing  student 
from  Macedonia  named  "Lisa." 

"Yeesa?"  one  AFC  replied.  "Wow,  that's  re- 
ally...ethnic  sounding." 

"Thanks!"  1  replied.  "That's  like,  so  nice  of  you 
to  say!"  Together,  we  fluffed  about  what  we  did, 
did  we  come  here  often,  "Wow,  you  live  above 
a  beer  store?"  etc.  And  when  we  went  to  get  an- 
other drink,  we  left  them  and  never  came  back. 
They  were  boring. 

The  next  guy  1  met  was  dancing  wildly  to  a 
song  involving  the  lyrics,  "Saturday  night"  and 
"it's  alright."  He  grabbed  my  arms,  cooing  the 
lyrics  into  my  ears,  as  I  observed  the  vertebrae 
visible  underneath  his  skin-tight  black  T-shirt. 
"Wow,  you  really  like  this  song,"  1  said.  "Do  you 
know  who  wrote  it?" 

"Don't  focus  on  the  details  baby,  just  listen 
to  the  music,"  he  replied.  He  really  was  a  great 
dancer.  It  was  too  bad  that  he  was  about  45. 

"You're  not  like  other  girls,  you  know.  I  can 
tell,"  said  my  new  friend. 

"Oh,  really?  And  why's  that?"  I  asked,  as  he 
spun  me  around. 

"Because  you're  wearing  glasses." 

With  conversation  this  painful,  it's  no  won- 
der pick-up  lines  work.  Lesson  learned:  you  are 
worth  being  picked  up.  You  are  alive. 

On  our  walk  home,  Julia  and  1  spied  a  drunk 
guy  eagerly  leaning  out  of  the  Dundas/Ossing- 
ton  bar.  The  Communist  Daughter,  smoking  a 
Belmont  IVIild.  As  we  walked  by  he  called  out  to 
us:  "Hey,  you  guys  are  like  80s  style,  right?" 

'What  a  lot  of  people  don't 
realize  is  that  it's  only  a  game 
for  10  minutes.  If  you  turn  the 
game  metaphor  off,  it's  only 
about  relationship  building. 
The  game  allows  men  to 
become  the  guy  that  women 
want  you  to  be.'  — Mystery 


Just  one  more  lame  line  at  the  end  of  a  lame 
night,  I  thought  to  myself  as  we  laughingly  quick- 
ened our  pace.  The  drunken  guy  left  his  stoop 
and  started  to  run  after  us,  calling  for  our  at- 
tention. We  broke  into  a  run  and  crossed  to  the 
other  side  of  the  street. 

"You  know  I  tell  girls  that  they  look  pretty.  I 
tell  them  they  are  nice  and  then  they  walk  to  the 
other  side  of  the  street!  Why  do  you  do  that  to 
me? 

"Hey— I'm  talking  to  you!  Come  back!"  he 
cried,  gasping  for  air.  "What  am  I  doing  wrong?" 

MYSTERY 

When  I  speak  to  Mystery  on  the  phone,  he  has 
just  wrapped  the  last  episode  of  his  VHl  Reality 


In  Part  II  of  her  investigation  into  the  sleazy 
underworld  of  "seduction  experts,"  CHANDLER  LEVACK  ; 
finds  out  that  instant  hook-ups — surprise — don't  always] 
mean  eternal  happiness  \ 


TV  series  and  is  standing  outside  on  his  hotel- 
room  balcony  in  San  Diego,  smoking,  a  how-to- 
stop-smoking  book  spread  atop  his  lap. 

"This  is  an  international  phenomenon!  An  ex- 
plosive topic!"  he  says,  enthusiasm  spreading 
through  the  phone  line  like  floodwater. 

"1  have  40,000  people  on  my  mailing  list  and — 
do  you  have  a  calculator? — ^Wait  I  have  one  on 
my  cell  phone!  Yes! — ^Yeah  well,  if  even  two  per- 
cent of  those  people  on  my  mailing  list  buy  like  a 
tape,  or  a  video,  that's  $240,000  dollars!' 

"But  it's  not  just  about  the  girls.  It's  about 
health,  wealth  and  relationships." 

And  Mystery  should  know,  since  publications 
such  as  the  New  York  Times  and  Elle  Magazine 
have  called  him  "the  greatest  pick-up  artist  in 
the  world."  Mystery's  story  is  a  unique  one, 
having  grown  up  in  a  middle-class  North  York 
home  as  Eric  Von  Markovic,  a  self-described 
Dungeons  and  Dragons  nerd.  But  through  mag- 
ic. Mystery  gained  the  confidence  to  approach 
strangers,  teaching  them  tricks  and  illusions 
while  he  earned  petty  cash  as  dinner-time  en- 
tertainment. He  then  co-opted  these  techniques 
(based  upon  hypnosis  and  instant  attraction) 
into  his  dating  life,  prolifically  posting  on  the 
website  alt-seduction-fast.  Quickly,  word  spread 
about  Mystery's  talents,  and  an  associated  line 
of  videotapes,  audio  books  and  seminar  ses- 
sions became  available.  On  May  4, 2006  Mystery 
held  his  first  college  seminar  at  MIT. 

"Most  guys  start  out  by  saying  that  they  just 
want  to  get  laid.  They  leave  having  a  direction 
for  the  rest  of  their  lives." 

Mystery  shocked  the  community  soon  after 
the  publication  of  The  Game  by  announcing 
his  marriage  to  his  girlfriend  of  two  weeks, 
Katya,  putting  the  world's  greatest  pick-up 
artist  out  of  commission.  But  now.  Mystery 
tells  me  that  he  faked  his  marriage. 

"It  started  when  we  were  in  the  limo  on  the 
way  to  a  Tool  concert  with  the  lead  guitarist 
Twiggy  Ramirez.  Katya  and  I  were  really,  really 
drunk  and  we  decided  it  would  be  totally  fun  to 


get  married,  you  know?  Well,  first  we  went  to  a 
strip  club  actually,"  says  Mystery. 

"It  only  lasted  for  three  weeks,  but  it  was  a 
real  eye-opener  for  me,  because  I  never  wanted 
to  get  married  before."  He  pauses. 

"Men  and  women  are  more  similar  than  dif- 
ferent," says  Mystery.  "I  learned  most  of  my  shit 
from  girls." 

"1  understand  the  way  seduction  works  from 
a  woman's  perspective.  Believe  me,  1  don't  want 
to  see  any  of  the  women  I  know  get  hurt.  1  have 
two  nieces  and  a  sister  and  I  don't  want  any  guy 
to  hurt  the  people  I  love  the  fucking  most  in  the 
world,  you  know?" 

"So  what  do  you  say  to  critics,  who  say  that 
the  game  is  only  there  for  anonymous  hookups 
with  hood  rats?"  I  ask. 

"What  a  lot  of  people  don't  realize  is  that  it's 
only  a  game  for  10  minutes.  We  call  it  a  game  to 
desensitize  ourselves  from  reality.  If  you  turn 
the  game  metaphor  off,  it's  only  about  relation- 
ship building.  And  the  purpose  of  any  relation- 
ship is  to  build  a  connection,  replicate  and  build 
survival  value.  And  the  game  allows  men  to  be- 
come the  guy  that  women  want  you  to  be.  Why 
run  from  a  woman  if  she  has  survival  replication 
value  for  you?  Why  would  you  say  no?" 

Mystery  then  invites  me  to  his  hotel  room  in 
San  Diego.  Regretfully,  as  a  journalist,  1  have  to 
decline. 

"Oh  well,  if  you're  a  journalist  then  you  should 
date  my  friend  Neil." 

"Do  you  mean  Neil...Strauss?" 

"Yeah  Neil.  I  mean,  he's  a  big-time  journal- 
ist. He's  written  for  Rolling  Stone  and  the  New 
York  Times  and  everything.  You  guys  would  be 
so  great  together!  Neil  is  such  a  great  guy.  You 
know  what  Neil  is... he's  ethical.  He's  so  ethical! 
Yeah!  Oh,  and  if  you're  worried  about  him  dat- 
ing Lisa  (Leveridge,  the  romantic  interest  of  The 
Game  as  well  as  Courtney  Love's  ex-guitarist) 
don't  worry  That  thing  with  Lisa  and  him  is 
totally  oven  And  you  should  date  my  friend  be- 
cause he's  such  a  great  guy  and  if  you  guys  con-  ■ 


nect  on  an  emotional  level  then  you  can  move  to 
Los  Angeles  and..." 

"He's  gotta  like  you  if  you're'as  yummy  as  you 
sound  on  the  phone." 

The  weird  thing  is,  when  Mystery  says  this, 
suddenly  1  feel  delectable. 

After  the  release  of  Strauss'  A'ett;  York  Times 
article,  Mystery  decided  to  pursue  his  other 
love,  magic,  and  moved  to  Las  Vegas.  This  is 
where  he  met  one  of  the  most  important  people 
in  his  life:  David  Copperfield,  famous  magician 
and  ex-husband  of  supermodel  Claudia  Schiffer. 

"We  bonded  because  we  both  used  to  date  su- 
permodels. David  approached  me  after  reading 
the  New  York  Times  article  and  confessed  that 
he  needed  help  with  his  game.  He  was  unhappy 
after  not  finding  what  he  was  looking  for  with 
Claudia.  He  still  wasn't  over  her.  So  together  we 
would  go  out  and  sarge  (the  PUA  term  for  hitting 
on  women)  in  Vegas,  and  then  practice  magic 
tricks  during  the  day." 

"And  what  is  David  Copperfield  looking  for?" 
1  ask. 

"David  needs  someone  who  can  tolerate  his 
lifestyle,"  says  Mystery. 

"As  a  magician?"  I  ask. 

"As  a  person.  Chandler." 

It  seemed  like  the  game  was  affecting  every- 
one. What  kind  of  a  world  were  we  coming  to 
when  even  David  Copperfield  couldn't  get  laid? 

STYLE 

An  AFC  once  confessed  to  Neil  Strauss  that  they 
pretended  to  be  him  while  they  were  having 
sex  because  it  made  them  feel  more  confident. 
When  I  speak  to  Neil  on  the  phone,  he  had  just 
finished  a  meeting  with  his  lawyer  in  Beverly 
Hills  about  a  movie  deal.  Halfway  through  our 
conversation  I  could  hear  a  British  woman  try- 
ing to  pick  him  up  on  the  street,  asking  if  they 
had  met  before.  Neil  puts  me  on  hold  for  three 
minutes  as  1  hear  him  on  the  other  line,  jotting 
down  her  phone  number  "Sorry  about  that,"  he 
says.  "1  don't  know  what  happened." 

Since  the  release  of  The  Game,  Strauss  has 
been  going  through  some  existential  despair 
During  our  lengthy  phone  conversation  Strauss 
constantly  drops  the  names  of  writers  that  al- 

'Journalism  is  a  lonely 
profession.  We're  supposed 
to  rely  entirely  on  ourselves 
to  achieve  our  goals.  And  if 
you  get  good  at  it,  you  don't 
need  anyone  else.'  Style 


lowed  him  to  see  the  truth  of  his  former  career 
(Milan  Kundera  and  Michel  Foucault  come  up), 
and  the  vague  principles  of  truth  and  love  that 
seem  prevalent  in  his  mind.  Male  insecurity  is 
reflected  in  Ulysses,  a  book  he  re-reads  every 
three  years.  Strauss  likens  the  knowledge  he's 
accumulated  to  the  quest  for  the  Holy  Grail.  You 
wouldn't  expect  Strauss  to  spend  a  year  of  his 
life  ghost-writing  the  story  of  Jenna  Jameson 
(which  he  did)  or  scheming  ways  to  get  L.A. 
bimbos  to  buy  him  Hynotique  martinis,  for  that 
matter. 

"You  know,  it's  funny  'Neil  and  Lisa  breakup' 
is  one  of  the  most  popular  Google  searches 
for  my  name,"  he  says  when  1  ask  him  about 
the  internet  rumour  that  his  current  girlfriend, 
Lisa  Leveridge  who  appeared  with  Strauss  on 
The  View,  has  left  him  for  "rock  DJ"  Robbie  Wil- 
liams. 

"[Lisa]  was  the  girl  that  was  out  of  my  league, 
previously.  But  as  you  hang  out  with  other 
people  who  have  a  higher  status  than  you,  you 
yourself  obtain  a  higher  status.  And  then  you 
realize  that  it's  okay  to  surround  yourself  with 
other  people." 

"Now  I'm  trying  to  be  single  and  excellent. 
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And  if  a  woman  I'm  interested  in  happens  to 
come  my  way,  liopefully  I've  accumulated  the 
tools  and  social  intelligence  to  interact  with  her 
in  a  non-desperate,  non-needy  way." 

"That's  funny,  since  Mystery  believes  that  the 
game  is  about  relationships,"  I  say. 

"For  me,  the  game  isn't  really  about  relation- 
ships," says  Strauss. 

"It's  not?" 

"Relationships  are  so  much  more  difficult  than 
picking  up  because  most  men  and  women  have 
very  different  needs.  Oftentimes,  the  man  is  in- 
capable of  giving  the  woman  what  she  wants.  I 
don't  know  any  woman  who  hasn't  been  hurt." 

"So  what's  the  game  like  for  women?" 

"The  game  for  women  is  about  relationships. 
It's  about  finding  the  right  guy.  And  women  are 
usually  approached  by  the  wrong  guy,  so  they 
know  what  feels  right  and  what  feels  wrong.  It's 
about  finding  the  right  guy,  knowing  whether 
you  can  trust  him  or  not  and  maintaining  a  rela- 
tionship where  he  doesn't  want  to  cheat  and  he 
doesn't  want  you  to  either,"  says  Strauss  know- 
ingly 

"And  how  do  men  usually  handle  relation- 
ships?" I  ask. 

"Well  they're  going  to  put  their  work  in  first, 
but  men  have  a  hard  time  emotionally  connect- 
ing. I  think  most  men  are  better  at  doing  things 
for  women  instead  of  trying  to  spend  time  emo- 
tionally connecting  because  you  don't  have  to 
work  hard  at  obtaining  results.. .But  eventually 
our  eye  starts  wandering,  it's  inevitable.  We're 
hard  to  deal  with  in  a  forever  situation." 

"By  playing  the  game  you're  going  to  find  what- 
ever you're  looking  for,  whatever  it  is.  If  you're 
looking  to  have  sex,  you'll  find  it.  If  you're  looking 
for  a  serious  relationship,  you  can  find  it.  If  you're 
looking  for  status  and  power  in  the  community, 
you  can  find  that  too.  And  if  you  hate  yourself, 
you'll  find  that  out  as  well." 

"Do  you  hate  yourself?" 

"Before  the  game  I  was  really  insecure  and 
didn't  like  myself,  yeah.  But  the  guy  who  was  at 
his  peak  really  liked  himself,  maybe  too  much. 
Knowledge  can  be  a  dangerous  thing.  Even 
though  I  was  participating  in  threesomes  and 


making  money,  I  wasn't  a  good  person." 

"I  struggled  and  I  think  I've  come  a  long  way, 
like  a  zillion  miles.  Throughout  my  life  there's 
been  this  struggle  to  be  perfect.  And  I  think  that 
we  have  to  accept  our  imperfections,  because 
that's  what  actually  is  going  to  make  us  better 
people.  And  hopefully  that's  what  I'll  become." 

"Well  at  least,  you're  like,  an  incredibly  suc- 
cessful journalist,"  I  offer. 

'I  distinctly  remember 
thinking  it  was  impossible  to 
see  more  than  two  women 
at  a  time.  But  then  I  realized 
that  there  was  a  whole 
other  world  of  relationship 
opportunities.'  — Kojo 


"Journalism  is  a  lonely  profession,"  says 
Strauss. 
"What  do  you  mean?" 

"Think  about  it.  We're  trained  to  follow  com- 
plicated stories  by  ourselves.  We're  supposed  to 
rely  entirely  on  ourselves  to  achieve  our  goals. 
And  if  you  get  good  at  it,  you  don't  need  anyone 
else." 

MY  FRIEND  DAN 

"So  I  made  out  with  two  girls  at  the  same  time  last 
night,"  my  friend  Dan  told  me  over  the  phone. 

"And  this  is  all  thanks  to  the  game?  The  stuff  I 
told  you  about?"  I  asked  him. 

"Yeah.  At  least,  I  think  so." 

"Wow." 

"I  know.  I  mean  in  someway,  that  made  me  feel 
really  good,  that  I  could  get  two  totally  hot  girls 
to  make  out  with  me  at  the  same  time.  But  on  the 
other  hand. ..I  feel  really,  like  slutty." 


"I  think  that's  how  you're  supposed  to  feel,"  I 
told  him. 

"Anyways,  it  was  pretty  fucking  cool." 
I've  created  a  monster. 

THE  DOUBLE  DARE  CLUB 

The  Double  Dare  Club,  U  of  T's  official  "dating 
institute  for  men,"  got  into  hot  water  last  year 
when  SAC  denied  them  funding  because  of  their 
"discriminatory  criteria."  A  group  that  once 
met  only  for  "Single  Male  Issues  Night,"  now  re- 
serves a  Wednesday  slot  to  discuss  success  in 
business.  Women  are  welcome,  although  only 
one  girl  has  ever  shown  up  to  "Single  Male  Is- 
sues Night."  She  found  the  discussion  "interest- 
ing." 

Founded  by  Kojo  Mintah,  a  fourth-year  psy- 
chology student  and  former  AFC,  the  club 
started  off  as  five  guys  who  wanted  to  improve 
their  luck  with  women.  Mintah  gleaned  an  inter- 
est in  the  game  after  hearing  the  tapes  of  PUA 
David  DeAngelo  and  applying  it  to  his  indepen- 
dent study  under  Professor  Jordan  Peterson. 
What  Mintah  realized,  after  having  anonymous 
women  rate  their  ideal  mate  according  to  looks, 
wealth  and  personality,  was  that  women  didn't 
have  a  clue.  What  women  claimed  they  wanted 
wasn't  as  important  as  a  high  attraction  factor. 

As  I  enter  the  tomato-red  carpeted  environ- 
ment of  AVL  Room  #3  in  Robarts'  Media  Com- 
mons, I  already  notice  some  fishy  business. 
Like  most  aspiring  PUAs,  Kojo  has  another  side 
project,  selling  all-natural  hand  sanitizer  at  sup- 
posed "retail  value."  I  watch  as  his  friend  Paul- 
son, a  baby-faced  undergraduate  in  a  Phat  Farm 
T-shirt  and  Nikes,  begins  to  enter  his  social 
insurance  number  online.  This  can't  be  good. 
Luckily,  Paulson  backs  out  at  the  last  second. 

"Do  you  want  to  at  least  put  in  your  password 
and  we  can  save  what  you  have  so  far?"  Kojo 
asks.  A  long  pau^e  permeates  the  room. 

With  that,  the  president  of  the  Double  Dare 
Club  props  his  smallish  frame  (shod  in  a  blue 
button-down  shirt  and  dress  pants)  up  on  the 
desk  and  says,  "Tonight  is  not  directly  about 
female  mate  preferences. ..tonight  is  about 
success." 


Kojo  Mintah  is  president  of  Double  Dare  Dating  at  U  of 
T,  a  pick-up  artist  group  that  meets  twice  a  week. 

I  look  over  at  Eric,  a  third-year  medical  stu- 
dent wearing  a  button-down  dress  shirt  tucked 
into  his  slacks  and  carrying  a  polished  briefcase. 
Practically  everyone  in  the  room  is  dressed  for 
an  executive  meeting,  which  makes  my  faded 
Ramones  T-shirt  seem  all  the  more  misplaced. 
"Why  are  you  here?"  I  ask  him.  Eric  slides  the  fin- 
gers of  his  right  hand  up  and  down  as  he  speaks. 

SEE  PICK-UP' -PG  11 


10  THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  15, 2007 


VARSITY  A&E 


review@thevarsity.ca 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


"It  was  nerve-wracking  because  we  had 
to  wait  for  like  five  hours  to  play.  The 
show  was  running  late  and  we  were  the 
fifth  band."  This  is  how  guitarist  Matt 
Collum  remembers  the  first  Fjord  Row- 
boat  gig  at  the  El  Mocambo,  held  on  a 
cold  December  night  back  in  2004. 

Singer  Craig  Gloster  was  also  ner- 
vous. "1  had  to  work  that  night,  so  I 
remember  jumping  in  a  cab,  panick- 
ing that  I'd  be  late."  He  arrived  in  good 
time — the  band  didn't  end  up  taking 
the  stage  until  a  quarter  to  two — but 
his  panic  was  understandable.  While 
the  other  four  members  of  Fjord  Row- 
boat  (guitarist  Justin  Grant,  bassist  Ian 
MacKay,  drummer  Kevin  MacKay,  and 
Collum)  had  been  playing  together  for 
over  a  year  under  the  name  Siblingnor- 
twin,  this  show  marked  Gloster's  stage 
debut  with  the  band. 

For  Fjord  Rowboat,  Gloster's  en- 
trance was  instrumental.  Following 
the  demise  of  Siblingnortwin  (which 
had  gigged  around  Toronto  and  was 
favourably  compared  to  Slowdive,  In- 
terpol and  The  Verve)  with  the  uncer- 
emonious exit  of  singer  Phil  White,  the 
remaining  quartet  auditioned  a  number 
of  potential  vocedists,  none  of  whom 
stuck.  Then,  like  so  many  relationships 
in  music,  all  it  took  was  a  drunken 
chance  encounter  for  the  missing  piece 
to  fall  into  place. 

"We  met  Craig  at  Ukula  at  Andy  Pool- 
hall,"  remembered  Grant,  who  has  a 
Masters  in  inorganic  chemistry  from  U 
of  T  (dude  still  carries  his  T-Card.  Hard- 
core). 

"Yeah,  he  had  the  right  haircut," 
quipped  Collum. 

A  few  weeks  later,  once  the  hazy 
memories  of  that  night  came  back  into 
focus.  Grant  arranged  to  meet  Gloster 
(who  had  fronted  bands  like  Made- 
ria  Gold  and  Soyl  in  his  hometown  of 
Windsor)  at  the  Green  Room,  to  test  his 
musical  mettle  and  to  make  sure  he  was 
more  than  just  a  $40  haircut. 

"We  just  talked  about  what  kind  of 
music  we  were  interested  in  making 
and  it  seemed  like  it  would  work  out," 
Grant  said  matter-of-factly. 

"Justin  gave  me  a  disc  of  stuff  they 
were  working  on  without  any  vocals 
and  1  brought  it  home  and  immediately 
knew  I  was  interested,"  said  Gloster 

"1  was  really  hoping  that  it  wouldn't 
be  a  fly-by-night  sort  of  thing,  you  know, 
have  me  over  for  a  drink  and  a  song  and 
that's  it.  Because  1  really  liked  it  a  lot." 

In  Gloster,  the  band  not  only  gained 
an  experienced  singer  and  lyricist,  but 
also  an  accomplished  keyboard  player 
After  a  few  weeks  spent  integrating  Glo- 
ster's vocal  and  keyboard  parts  with 
their  existing  arrangements,  the  new 
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Reverb  Nation 

Local  shoegazers  Fjord  Rowboat  want  to  heal  the  world  with  rock 


band  was  fully  formed. 

Gloster  then  dubbed  the  quintet 
Fjord  Rowboat,  after  a  mental  vision 
he'd  had.  "If  1  could  picture  perfection 
it  would  be  in  a  boat  floating  down  this 
icy  cold  fjord  just  surrounded  by  the 
beauty  that  is  the  universe  just  sort  of 
shimmering  there." 

The  freezing  serenity  evoked  by  his 
imagery  is  actually  an  apt  description 
of  the  band's  reverb-heavy  shoegazer 
sound.  Coupled  with  Gloster's  spacey, 
emotive  vocals,  their  songs  have  an  es- 
sence of  something  delicate,  dark  and 
grand. 


With  the  band's  lineup  cemented. 
Fjord  Rowboat  set  about  doing  what 
virtually  every  indie  band  does:  play 
shows,  write  more  songs  and  work  on 
demo  recordings.  Their  hard  work  soon 
paid  off,  with  the  band  landing  well-re- 
ceived (and  well  reviewed)  showcases 
at  North  By  North-East,  Canadian  Mu- 
sic Week,  and  Keith  Hamilton's  Fitter 
Patter  Festival. 

When  it  came  time  to  record  their 
first  album  (Saved  the  Compliments  for 
Morning,  to  be  released  next  Friday,  see 
sidebar  for  review),  the  band  chose  to 
work  with  famed  recording  engineer 


Andy  Maffogin  (Constantines,  Hidden 
Cameras,  The  Straits)  at  his  London, 
Ontario  studio  called  The  House  of 
Miracles. 

True  to  its  name,  Maffogin's  studio  is 
actually  put  together  inside  a  house. 

"We  just  set  up  in  the  middle  of  the 
living  room,  put  the  amps  in  a  couple 
closets — to  try  to  separate  the  sound — 
and  recorded  everything  off  the  floor," 
Collum  recalled. 

Ian  MacKay  spoke  of  Maffogin's  rock- 
solid  reputation  as  a  technical  master 
"He  has  great  recording  gear  and  he's 
been  doing  this  for  ages.  I  think  we  did 


all  the  bed  tracks  in  one  afternoon," 
said  the  bassist,  who  also  plays  with 
local  indie  rockers  Public.  "That's  the 
thing  Andy's  so  good  at.  He  just  mixed 
the  songs  as  we  went,  and  the  mixes 
were  pretty  much  spot  on." 

The  band  ended  up  recording  six 
tracks  with  Maffogin  and  then  added 
four  more  that  they  recorded  them- 
selves in  "various  basements"  to  save 
on  time  and  money  (miracles  aren't 
free!),  giving  the  album  a  solid  count  of 
ten  tracks. 

Fjord's  sound,  dubbed  "shoegazer," 
has  its  roots  in  the  British  alternative 
rock  sounds  from  the  late  eighties 
and  early  ninties.  Typified  by  affected 
guitars — distortion,  delay  and  lots  of 
reverb  to  create  a  Spector-esque  "wall 
of  sound" — coupled  with  subdued, 
melodic  vocals,  the  genre  of  shoegazer 
was  embodied  by  the  bands  My  Bloody 
Valentine,  Ride,  and  Slowdive  (among 
many  others),  who  were  signed  to 
Creation  Records  in  London,  England. 
While  shoegazer  never  broke  through 
to  major  mainstream  success  (the  way 
that  Oasis,  Blur  and  Pulp  did  with  brit- 
pop  in  the  mid-ninties)  this  unique  vein 
of  rock  has  always  had  a  dedicated  cult 
following. 

Taken  together  with  these  genre  gi- 
ants. Fjord  Rowboat  fits  quite  comfort- 
ably into  the  shoegazer  canon.  Their 
sound  is  definitely  augmented  by  a 
more  upbeat  rhythm  section — bass- 
ist Ian  MacKay  confessed  that  both  he 
and  brother/drummer  Kevin  have  an 
affinity  for  the  "bouncy  beats"  of  funk 
and  Motown — which  acts  as  a  great 
counterpoint  to  the  dark  and  self-effac- 
ing vocals  and  quivering  guitars  that 
the  band  use  to  create  their  lush  sonic 
landscapes. 

Asked  if  their  success  is  evidence  of 
a  shoegazer  resurgence  of  sorts  Grant 
was  modest. 

"The  people  who  like  shoegazer  re- 
ally, really  like  shoegazer  Even  though 
i  the  popular  Creation  bands  aren't  put- 

1  •  ting  out  records  anymore,  there  are  still 

2  a  lot  of  shoegazer  bands  who  are  doing 
i  really  well,  like  Serena  Maneesh." 

So  what's  next  for  Fjord  Rowboat? 
"We  want  to  go  on  tour,  but  we're  wait- 
ing for  the  right  financial  situation.  You 
can't  just  quit  your  job  for  two  weeks. 
But  1  would  love  to  do  it,"  assured  Col- 
lum. 

"Right  now  we  just  want  to  get  the 
record  out  there,"  said  Grant  with  final- 
ity 

Fjord  Rowboat  release  Saved  the  Com- 
pliments for  Morning  on  Feb.  23  at  the 
El  Mocambo  with  Raised  by  Swans,  The 
Hoa  Hoas  and  DJ  Pop  Noir  For  more 
info  or  to  hear  tracks  off  the  new  record 
visit  www.  my  space,  com/fjordrowboat 


'"'ird  Rowboat  -  Saved  the  Compliments 
for  A/o/77//7^  (Independent) 


From  the  thumping  urgency  of  incendiary 
opener  "Carried  Away"  to  the  slow-burning 
instrumental  comedown  of  closer  "Spin  Cy- 
cle," Fjord  Rowboat's  debut  full-length  shines 
with  reverb-laden  guitars,  melodic  keyboard 
lines  and  haunting  vocals.  The  band's  power- 
ful drummer  Kevin  MacKay  drives  songs  like 


"Can't  See  the  Sun"  and  "Taking  the  Pass"  with 
solid — even  danceable — beats,  while  bassist 
(and  brother)  Ian  MacKay  lays  down  dark, 
grooving  bass  lines.  Vocalist  Craig  Gloster 
delivers  dreamlike  lyrics  with  just  enough 
subdued  hope  to  convince  the  listener  that 
there  is  a  certain  beauty  behind  his  gloomy 
and  passionate  lines.  Guitarists  Justin  Grant 
and  Matt  Collum  create  expansive,  twinkling 
atmospheres  that  give  the  album  a  consistent 
and  cohesive  feel,  even  though  it  was  com- 


pleted in  chunks  with  six  tracks  recorded  by 
Andy  Maffogin.  The  result  is  nothing  short  of  a 
Canadian  shoegazer  classic.  Both  catchy  and 
introspective  (and  featuring  killer  artwork), 
Saved  the  Compliments  for  Morning  is  the  best 
guitar-driven  indie-rock  album  to  come  out  of 
Toronto  in  recent  memory.  Don't  expect  these 
guys  to  remain  independent  for  long. 

Rating:  VVVVv 
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'PICK-UP'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  9 

"These  seminars.. .teach  charac- 
teristics..." 

The  other  guys  seem  the  same. 
Nihai  is  a  Russian  foreign  exchange 
student  wearing  blaclc  pants  and  a  T- 
shirt  advertising  a  video  game  com- 
pany. Out  of  everyone,  he  seems  like 
he  needs  the  most  help — like  even 
being  around  other  people  is  a  step 
in  the  right  direction.  Justin,  wear- 
ing a  yamulka  and  braided  pieces 
of  yarn  attached  to  his  belt,  plays 
backup,  punctuating  Kojo's  words 
with  "Yes!"  and  "That's  right!"  A  de- 
vout Jew,  Justin  says  the  principles 
of  the  game  don't  interfere  with  his 
religious  faith.  Except  on  Friday 
nights,  that  is. 

"Most  people's  relationship  ther- 
mostat is  set  to. ..you  guessed  it, 
zero,"  says  Kojo.  This  he  relates  to 
success  in  business;  if  you  believe 
that  you  will  never  become  wealthy, 
you  never  will.  "1,  for  instance,  dis- 
tinctly remember  thinking  it  was 
impossible  to  see  more  than  two 
women  at  a  time.  But  then  I  dated  a 
girl  who  wanted  to  see  other  people, 
and  1  realized  that  there  was  a  whole 
other  world  of  relationship  opportu- 
nities for  me.  That  I  didn't  have  to... 
settle  for  less." 

He  then  asks  the  room,  "What 
kinds  of  qualities  do  you  need  to 
succeed  in  the  business  and  dating 
world?" 

"Luck!"  someone  says. 

"That's  good. ..very  good.  What 
else?"  asks  Kojo. 

"Persistence!"  says  Justin. 

"And  who  do  we  know  that's  per- 
sistent?" asks  Kojo. 

"Steve  Urkel!"  shouts  Paulson. 


"That's  right!  Steve  Urkel  is  per- 
sistent. And  with  this  persistence 
he  managed  to  date  his  next-door 
neighbour,  Laura.  He  had  persis- 
tence and  he  won.  We  can  learn  a  lot 
from  Steve  Urkel." 


1  am  going  to  pick 
someone  up.  I  have  to 
show  you  that  I  can  do 
this.'  — Kojo 


With  that,  Kojo  inserts  an  audio 
CD  of  T.  Harv  Eker,  "the  millionaire 
mind  intensive,"  into  a  nearby  play- 
er. A  grating  voice  begins  to  fill  the 
room,  and  Kojo  instructs  his  captive 
audience  according  to  the  whims  of 
the  recorded  "expert."  For  instance, 
when  Eker  demands  that  we  give 
ourselves  a  round  of  applause,  Jus- 
tin and  Kojo  clap  furiously.  When  he 
asks  us  if  we're  ready  to  "accomplish 
our  dreams,"  everyone  in  the  room 
screams  out  "Yes!"  Every  so  often, 
Eker  will  pause  and  Kojo  will  fill  in 
the  gaps  with  a  required  word  or  sen- 
tence the  millionaire  had  in  mind.  It's 
obvious  that  he  has  the  tape  memo- 
rized. At  a  certain  point  (something 
about  how  we  should  "eat  like  the 
rich  to  become  the  rich"),  Kojo  paus- 
es and  asks  the  room: 

"How  many  people  are  close  to 
their  mothers  here?" 

Everyone  raises  their  hand.  Reluc- 
tantly, 1  also  raise  mine. 

After  the  meeting,  the  group  de- 


cides that  they  are  going  to  show 
me  their  stuff  and  we  taxi  over  to  a 
bar  adjacent  to  the  CN  Tower.  It  is 
closed.  For  the  next  half  hour,  I  and 
a  group  of  aspiring  PUAs  roam  the 
downtown  core,  searching  for  an  ap- 
propriate place  to  sarge... although 
I'm  beginning  to  feel  a  little  sick  to 
my  stomach. 

Kojo  tells  me  that  he  got  into  DeAn- 
gelo  through  a  well-meaning  cousin 
and  that  the  tapes  have  changed  his 
life.  His  last  one-itis  was  over  a  girl  in 
U  of  T's  "Hip  Hop  Headz."  According 
to  Kojo,  he  once  gave  her  a  present 
wrapped  in  pink  paper  with  a  hand- 
written note,  which  she  promptly 
threw  away. 

This  is  all  beginning  to  sound 
like  a  familiar  melody  to  me:  lonely 
guy  with  a  lack  of  confidence  turns 
to  canned  tactics  in  order  to  meet 
women.  These  new  routines  give  him 
the  esteem  he  needs  to  meet  more 
women,  but  in  the  process  he'll  lose 
a  part  of  himself.  Everything  about 
this  U  of  T  PUA  is  smooth,  secure 
and  oddly  robotic.  On  picking  up, 
Kojo  says,  "All  1  have  to  do  is  make 
the  result  happen  as  fast  as  it  did 
in  my  mind  when  I  thought  it."  The 
game  has  stopped  him  from  "being 
concerned  about  any  one  particular 
woman."  And  this  is  sad. 

The  night  is  cold  and  rainy,  and  ev- 
eryone is  ready  to  go  home.  I  wasn't 
going  to  find  out  anything  by  cover- 
ing these  guys,  the  majority  baffled 
and  shy  under  my  influence.  I  had 
already  seen  too  much.  But  Kojo  re- 
fuses to  leave. 

"I  am  going  to  pick  someone  up," 
he  says.  "1  have  to  show  [you]  that  1 
can  do  this." 

As  we  stand  in  a  practically  empty 


bar  on  Richmond  Street,  blue  lights 
and  crashing  music  showcasing  the 
severe  lack  of  the  opposite  sex,  I 
see  Kojo  number-closing  what  they 
call  in  the  PUA  world  "a  hired  gun." 
The  incredibly  hot  waitress  yawning 
through  her  shift  does  appear  to  be 
interested,  but  it  doesn't  really  mat- 
ter. I  am  sick  of  talking  about  women 
as  objects,  as  points  to  score.  I  am 
sick  of  asking  strangers  about  their 
love  lives  when  1  don't  seem  to  have 
one  of  my  own. 

DYING  ALONE 

As  it  turns  out,  there  is  no  happy 
ending  to  this  story.  Playing  the 
game  won't  stop  you  from  getting 
dumped  in  between  gin  and  tonics 
with  someone  you  weren't  even  re- 
ally dating,  just  as  it  won't  stop  you 
from  meeting  the  soul  mate  you'll 
snuggle  with  in  bed  while  eating  spe- 
cial Valentine's  Day  cookies.  Love,  as 
Wong  Kar  Wai's  PUA  protagonist  in 
the  film  2046  teaches  us,  is  a  matter 
of  timing.  It  is  no  good  meeting  the 
right  person  too  early  or  too  late. 

So  are  men  and  women  really  com- 
patible? Can  love  last?  Is  playing  the 
game  pointless?  Well,  maybe.  But 
relationships  have  to  happen  for 
a  reason,  even  if  they  hurt.  We  are 
constantly  reframing  ourselves  in 
the  guise  of  someone  else.  And  when 
it  works,  we  become  better  people. 
And  when  it  doesn't,  well  that's  what 
hard  liquor  and  sleeping  pills  are  for. 
Oh,  and  the  box  set  of  Freaks  and 
Geeks. 

Becoming  a  pick-up  artist  didn't 
appear  to  make  any  of  my  interview 
subjects  satisfied  in  the  long  term, 
but  it  did  enrich  their  lives.  And  as 
much  as  the  game  is  despicable,  sex- 


ist and,  well,  kind  of  demeaning,  it's 
also  an  honest  depiction  of  the  trou- 
bled male  psyche.  Men  need  confi- 
dants and  the  freedom  to  express 
their  feelings  just  as  much  as  women. 
And  that's  what  the  seduction  com- 
munity offers,  in  the  guise  of  picking 
up  hot  chicks  and  giving  it  to  them 
in  the  washroom  stall.  I  don't  know  if 
anyone  really  believes  in  love,  but  I 
know  how  important  it  is  not  to  give 
up.  Therefore,  at  the  risk  of  sound- 
ing like  a  low-rent  Carrie  Bradshaw,  1 
leave  you  with  a  scene  between  MC 
Maax  and  myself  for  the  conclusion 
of  my  romantic  odyssey. 

Feeling  like  I  had  nothing  left 
to  lose,  I  asked  MC  Macix  if  he  was 
afraid  of  dying  alone. 

"Holy  shit,"  said  the  pick-up  art- 
ist. "What  kind  of  journalist  are  you 
anyway?" 

I  shrugged. 

"I  want  to  share  my  life  with  some- 
one," he  admitted.  "So  I'm  scared. 
I'm  scared  of  just  settling.  Just  set- 
tling for  any  girl,  because  I'm  so  sick 
of  the  game.  I'm  scared  that  I  won't 
meet  anyone  who  meets  my  stan- 
dards." 

"Well,"  I  said.  "Why  don't  you  just 
lower  your  standards?"  After  all, 
lowered  expectations  seemed  to 
be  what  the  game  was  all  about.  At 
least  in  theory. 

"Let  me  ask  you,  would  you  ever 
lower  your  standards?" 

I  had  to  think  about  that  for  a  min- 
ute. 

"No,"  1  answered  truthfully. 

"Well,  neither  will  1." 

And  so  we  sat,  in  complicated  si- 
lence, until  MC  Maax  pointed  out 
some  chick's  rack  and  I  realized  that 
love  after  all,  was  still  a  game. 
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Heart-healthy  cat  naps 

Afternoon  naps  may  do  more  than  just 
leave  you  refreshed,  they  be  as  good 
as  drugs  at  protecting  your  heart 
against  disease.  A  research  group  at 
the  Harvard  School  for  Public  Health 
in  Boston  has  found  that  those  who 
nap  regularly — at  least  three  times  a 
week  for  at  least  30  minutes — have  a 
37  per  cent  lower  chance  of  dying  of 
a  heart  attack.  The  study  involved 
nearly  24,000  volunteer  subjects  rang- 
ing from  20  to  86  years  old.  Tracking 
volunteers  for  an  average  of  six  years 
and  controlling  for  other  factors  like 
diet,  physical  activity  and  gender,  the 
study  found  that  the  protective  effect 
of  napping  was  more  substantial  in 
working  subjects  than  retired  ones. 
The  authors  suggest  that  napping 
may  play  as  important  a  role  in  heart 
health  as  diet  or  cholesterol-lowering 
drugs  by  reducing  stress  hormones, 
making  sleep  important  for  rejuvenat- 
ing stressed  workers.  Other  studies 
have  shown  that  high  levels  of  stress 
hormones  lead  to  inflammation  of 
blood  vessels,  a  precursor  to  heart 
disease. 

Source:  Archives  of  Internal  Medicine 
—ABIGALE  MILLER 

It  tastes  like  purple! 

Can  the  colour  of  a  drink  change  how 
it  tastes?  Researchers  investigating 
ttie  effects  of  colour,  sugar  levels,  and 
brand  name  on  the  perceived  taste  of 
orange  juice  have  found  that  it  can. 
While  brand  name  influenced  peo- 
ple's preferences  for  one  cup  of  juice 
over  another,  labeling  one  cup  with 
a  premium  brand  and  another  with 
an  inexpensive  brand  did  not  affect 
perceptions  of  taste.  However,  when 
given  two  cups  of  the  same  juice  with 
one  cup  darkened  by  food  colour- 
ing, the  study's  participants  thought 
they  perceived  differences  in  taste. 
Surprisingly,  when  given  two  cups  of 
juice  of  the  same  colour,  with  one  cup 
sweetened  with  additional  sugar,  the 
participants  failed  to  notice  the  differ- 
ence. 

Source:  Journal  of  Consumer  Research 
— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 

Poor  poor  prognoses 

Despite  Canada's  apparently  equal-ac- 
cess health  care  system.  University  of 
Alberta  researchers  have  suggested 
that  all  people  may  not  receive  equal 
treatment.  A  recent  study  found  that, 
compared  to  richer  people,  people 
from  lower  socioeconomic  back- 
grounds who  suffer  heart  attacks 
don't  recover  as  easily.  They  are  less 
likely  to  undergo  aggressive  medical 
treatment,  they  frequent  emergency 
departments  more  often  and  have 
higher  mortality  rates  one  year  after 
the  attack.  Poorer  patients  were  less 
likely  to  be  treated  with  invasive  pro- 
cedures, compounding  the  medical 
difficulties  of  these  patients  and  leads 
to  worse  prognoses.  However,  when 
patients  did  receive  invcisive  cardiac 
procedures,  the  mortality  rates  were 
similar  between  the  two  groups.  Con- 
sidering the  many  difficulties  faced  by 
poorer  patients,  including  purchasing 
medications  and  having  adequate  so- 
cial support  systems,  it  was  expected 
that  richer  patients  would  do  much 
better  than  poorer  ones. 
Source:  American  Journal  of  Medicine 
—MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 


Women  of  the  world 

"Lady  troubles"  was  once  a  favourite  blanket  term  for  any  and  all  bodily  issues  affecting  women. 
For  days  at  a  time,  women  were  considered  untouchable,  and  many  of  their  bodily  functions 
unspeakable.  Even  in  today's  world,  the  term  and  the  attitude  haven't  completely  disappeared. 


U  of  T  medical  student  Alice  Han  shares  a  smile  with  Stella  Ogake,  a  medical  student  at  the  Moi  Teaching  and  Referral  Hospital  in  Eldoret,  Kenya. 


Jen  Bates 


In  many  parts  of  the  developing 
world,  "lady  troubles"  still  holds  a 
medical  and  social  stigma,  as  two 
determined  U  of  T  medical  students 
discovered  last  summer.  Though 
connected  only  by  their  work  with 
the  University  of  Toronto  Interna- 
tional Health  Program,  Alice  Han 
and  Deana  Hathout  share  empathy, 
tenacity  and  a  desire  to  change  the 
plight  of  women  in  the  developing 
world  whose  health  issues  are  often 
overlooked. 

Both  students  were  recipients  of 
the  2006  Medical  Alumni  Associa- 
tion scholarship,  an  award  funded 
primarily  by  the  MAA  and  offered 
to  a  handful  of  first-  or  second- 
year  medical  students  involved  in 
UTIHP.  The  scholarship  enables 
students  to  spend  over  two  months 
in  a  developing  country,  which  Han 
and  Hathout  spent  investigating  is- 
sues of  women's  health. 


Han,  UTIHP's  medical  co-direc- 
tor and  a  sophomore  med  student 
with  a  seemingly  infinite  supply  of 
energy,  described  her  months  in  El- 
doret, a  large  town  in  the  western 
highlands  of  Kenya.  As  well  as  com- 
pleting a  surgical  elective,  she  re- 
searched the  little-known  but  dev- 
astating effects  of  obstetric  fistula, 
a  problem  that  can  occur  during 
prolonged  labour.  The  condition 
is  characterized  by  the  formation 
of  a  hole  between  the  vagina  and 
bladder  or  the  vagina  and  rectum, 
causing  constant  leakage  of  urine 
or  feces. 

"It's  a  huge  problem,"  said  Han. 
"There's  obviously  physiological 
consequences. ..but  more  devastat- 
ing is  probably  the  social  conse- 
quences because  a  lot  of  the  women 
are  cast  out  from  their  homes,  os- 
tracized, scorned  by  their  families, 
[and]  their  husbands  just  abandon 
them." 

Why  such  ostracism? 


"For  one,  the  smell,"  explained 
Han.  "The  smell — it's  unpleasant, 
to  put  it  mildly.  But  they  also  lose 
their  child-bearing  abilities  and 
that's  a  way  that  [a  lot  of]  women 
in  Kenya. ..receive  their  status,  from 
bearing  many  children." 

The  loss  of  childbearing  abili- 
ties is  compounded  by  a  number 
of  other  problems.  Not  only  does 
this  condition  afflict  the  poorest  of 
the  socioeconomic  spectrum,  and 
mostly  very  young  women,  but  re- 
pairs of  obstetric  fistula  are  also  no- 
toriously time-consuming  and  deli- 
cate. Han's  supervisor  in  Eldoret, 
Dr.  Hilary  Mabeya,  is  one  of  about 
five  doctors  in  Kenya  who  perform 
the  surgery.  He  makes  regular  field 
visits  into  rural  areas  for  hundreds 
of  free  fistula  repairs  and  conducts 
regular  workshops  to  train  more 
health  professionals  to  deal  with 
the  condition.  The  women  treated 
by  Dr.  Mabeya  most  often  have  no 
money  and  no  other  means  of  ob- 


taining health  care. 

"It  really  helps  them  bring  their 
life  back,"  said  Han. 

"I  think  what  really  struck  me 
about  [Dr.  Mabeya]  was  his  abso- 
lute dedication  to  this  problem," 
she  said,  recalling  a  visit  to  Kisumu, 
a  small  city  by  Lake  Victoria.  "When 
we  were  in  Kisumu,  we  would  be  up 
by  six  in  the  morning,  at  the  hos- 
pital by  eight  and  then  operation 
after  operation.  Sometimes  [Dr.  Ma- 
beya] would  go  without  lunch,  with- 
out coffee.  It  was  just  amazing,  the 
stamina... some  invisible  force  driv- 
ing [him]."  With  such  enthusiasm, 
even  the  vivacious  Han  struggled 
to  keep  up  the  pace. 

Thousands  of  kilometers  to  the 
north,  working  at  Al-Azhar  Univer- 
sity in  Cairo,  Hathout  investigated 
a  different  set  of  women's  health 
issues:  the  complex  relationship 
in  developing  countries  between 
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traditional  culture  and  the  growing 
demand  for  artificial  reproductive 
technology. 

"A  lot  of  cultures  around  the  world 
are  very  pro-natalist,"  Hathout  ex- 
plained. "[This]  means  there's  a 
high  emphasis  on  reproduction  and 
in  such  cultures  to  be  infertile  is  ac- 
tually a  devastating  thing." 

For  a  woman  to  be  divorced  be- 
cause she  can't  get  pregnant,  ac- 
cording to  Hathout,  is  "pretty  much 
her  death  sentence." 

Conducting  interviews  with  cou- 
ples seeking  reproductive  technol- 
ogy, Hathout  encountered  a  mix- 
ture of  eagerness  and  resistance  to 
fertility  treatments.  Some  women 
were  desperate  for  it,  Deana  re- 
counted, selling  wedding  bands  and 
jewelry  to  cover  the  expense. 

"There  were  a  lot  of  people  com- 
ing in  to  the  urban  centre  from  ru- 
ral places,  so  a  lot  of  people  told  me 
that  they'd  traveled  for  three  days 
to  get  to  Cairo." 


Often  approached  by  more  ma- 
ture women  seeking  in-vitro  fer- 
tilization, young  women — often 
reproductively  healthy  newly- 
weds — would  also  seek  treatment 
if  they  had  not  proven  their  fertility 
by  conceiving  immediately  follow- 
ing marriage.  Treatment  was  not 
offered  in  the  latter  cases.  Neither 
was  treatment  always  accepted 
freely  by  those  it  was  offered  to. 

"Anything  that's  new  and  any- 
thing that  almost  sounds  like  you're 
playing  with  God  is  met  with  much 
resistance,"  Hathout  explained. 
"We  know  that  in  much  of  the  world 
there's  still  a  lot  of  stigmatization 
with  things  like  [in-vitro  fertiliza- 
tion], a  lot  of  people  think  that,  'Oh, 
test  tube  babies,  there  might  be  a 
switch,  that  might  not  be  my  baby,' 
et  cetera." 

Cost  was  another  major  barrier 
to  treatment.  Never  mind  surgery, 
a  few  days  of  medication  could  tally 
up  medical  bills  of  approximately 
$100  Canadian,  which  few  can  af- 
ford. But  with  Al-Azhar  University 


subsidizing  the  treatments — Ha- 
thout calls  this  a  "stamp  of  approv- 
al from  the  Islamic  university" — the 
burden  of  the  cost  and  the  ethical 
considerations  is  somewhat  light- 
er. 

Hathout's  studies  found  that 
women  carried  most  of  the  mon- 
etary burden  in  most  cases,  even 
when  male  infertility  was  the  cause 
of  the  couples'  troubles,  as  it  was  70 
per  cent  of  the  time. 

"[Women]  said,  you  know,  'I 
would  rather  not  expose  my  hus- 
band's problem...l  want  to  protect 
his  pride.'" 

That  we  don't  know  how  good 
we  have  it  here  was  the  resound- 
ing message  both  Han  and  Hathout 
conveyed. 

With  a  new  sense  of  respect  for 
women  in  developing  countries  who 
face  problems  we  take  for  granted  in 
Canada,  and  a  fresh  enthusiasm  for 
addressing  women's  health  issues 
world-wide,  these  two  scholars  and 
future  doctors  of  Canada  may  one 
day  become  doctors  of  the  world. 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE 


In  developed  nations  ^\ 
around  the  world,  birth 
rates  are  plummeting.  Find 
out  what's  happening  in 
Japan,  France,  and  the  rest  of 
the  world  as  birth  rates  fall 
below  the  value  necessary 
to  maintain  the  current 
population.  Go  to 
www.thevarsity.ca  for  more 

on  the  way  tomorrow's 
population  is  changing. 
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Jennifer  did. 


Jennifer  IVlarshall,  a  doctoral  candidate  in  electrical  engineering  at 
Waterloo,  is  trying  to  make  fuel-cell  cars  cheaper.  And  she's 
succeeding.  She  has  a  patent  pending  on  a  new  technology  that  will 
drive  down  the  size  and  cost  of  DC/DC  converters,  an  essential 
component  in  fuel-cell  vehicles. 

Waterloo's  unique  inventor-owns-it  policy  on  intellectual  property 
ensures  that  our  graduate  students  benefit  from  the  work  they  do 
here.  Many  successful  companies,  including  RfM,  Dalsa,  and 
Slipstream,  trace  their  beginnings  to  our  labs  and  classrooms. 

We're  committed  to  attracting  and  rewarding  smart,  motivated 
graduate  students  by  providing  generous  financial  support.  The 
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//SPORTS  COMMENT 


To  fight,  or  to  be  violent? 

KATIE  BANETH  questions  the  NHL's  stance  on  fighting  following  the  Italian  soccer  riots 


The  Italian  Football  Federation 
suspended  all  matches  indefi- 
nitely following  the  death  of 
a  policeman  at  a  riot  during  Serie  A 
match  between  Cantania  and  Paler- 
mo last  week.  Officer  Filippo  Raciti 
was  fatally  wounded  when  violence 
flared  during  the  Sicilian  derby. 
According  to  reports,  38-year-old 
Raciti  was  severely  wounded  when  a 
small  explosive  detonated  in  his  face 
as  he  attempted  to  deal  with  fighting 
outside  the  stadium.  He  was  taken 
to  hospital  but  died  from  his  inju- 
ries. After  the  match,  fans  continued 
to  fight,  running  battles  with  police 
on  the  streets  outside  the  stadium. 
Over  a  hundred  people  were  treated 
for  injuries  while  dozens  were  taken 
to  hospital. 

Clashes  between  supporters  and 
the  police  in  the  IFF  had  become 
more  frequent  over  the  last  few 
weeks,  and  this  tragedy  brought 
the  issue  to  the  forefront.  The  Ital- 
ian Prime  Minister  Romano  Prodi 
said  that  what  is  needed  is  a  "strong 
and  clear  signal  to  avoid  the  degen- 
eration of  this  sport."  England  Head 
Coach  Steve  McClaren  reacted  to 
the  news  by  insisting  that  Italy  take 
the  same  harsh  action  that  Britain 
did  20  years  ago  to  eradicate  foot- 
ball violence.  He  noted  that  safety 
at  most  grounds  in  the  UK  improved 
with  stricter  control  and  tighter  se- 
curity. 

But  while  Italy  is  seriously  con- 
cerned about  increased  violence 
in  soccer,  NHL  hockey  encourages 
fighting  to  make  the  game  more 
entertaining  and  exciting.  Hockey 
violence  differs  from  soccer  rioting, 
since  players  abide  by  rules  and  ref- 
erees stand  ready  to  pull  them  apart 
if  fighting  gets  too  dangerous,  but 
the  fact  that  fans  cheer  when  their 
players  throw  their  gloves  to  the  ice 
seems  to  me  to  detract  from  what 
they  should  really  be  enjoying.  Does 
society  accept  fighting  as  just  'part' 
of  the  game  because  Belak,  their  fa- 
vourite Leaf  enforcer,  is  allowed  to 


Violence  on  the  field  has  marred  the  beautiful  sport  of  soccer.  Does  the  same  ring  true  for  hockey? 


take  out  his  frustration  in  this  way? 

Watching  people  around  me  en- 
grossed in  NHL  games  has  opened 
my  eyes  to  the  fact  that  fighting  in 
hockey  adds  entertainment  value, 
can  change  a  game  and  have  fans 
talking  for  days,  especially  when 
someone  like  Flames  right  winger 
Jarome  Iginla  or  the  Leafs  right 
winger  Darcy  Tucker  lets  off  some 
steam.  In  comparison  to  the  riots  in 
Italy,  hockey  fights  are  usually  hon- 


ourable and  consensual,  but  I  find  it 
difficult  to  comprehend  that  people 
come  to  NHL  games  for  fights.  Surely 
they  are  there  for  puck  action  and 
to  see  players  like  Crosby  show  off 
their  skills? 

Some  sports  commentators  claim 
that  fighting  actually  serves  a  pur- 
pose in  the  game,  deterring  would- 
be  acts  of  disrespect  and  dirty  play, 
but  to  me  it  seems  that  dropping 
your  gloves  to  give  the  opponent  a 


club  across  the  face  is  not  justifiable. 
Take  the  Olympics,  where  fighting  is 
banned  and  not  one  player  on  the 
Team  U.S.A.  squad  took  out  their 
competitive  aggression  in  these 
ways  during  the  entire  tournament. 
The  games  were  full  of  excitement, 
drama  and  action — yet  there  was 
not  one  fight.  The  players  knew  that 
if  they  fought,  they  would  receive 
a  game  misconduct  call  and  a  one- 
game  suspension.  The  stakes  were 


just  too  high  and  players  learned  to 
curb  their  aggression. 

When  Tom  Brady  or  Peyton  Man- 
ning is  "jacked  up,"  NFL  players  don't 
fight.  Even  on  an  illegal  hit,  players 
rarely  react  with  fighting.  Sometimes 
there  is  pushing  and  shoving,  but  the 
15-yard  penalty  is  bad  enough.  If  the 
NHL  had  five-  or  10-minute  penalties 
for  hits  from  behind,  or  10-minute 
penalties  for  intent  to  injure,  those 
plays  would  probably  decrease. 


Bending  the  bank 


OWEN  BLACK  goes  batty  over  Beckham's  allure  on  the  affluent 


While  he  might  be  known  for  his  prowess  on  the 
pitch,  David's  ability  to  sell  brand  Beckham  has  oth- 
ers nodding  in  approvement. 


On  Jan.  12  2007,  the  Toronto  Star  cred- 
ited David  Beckham  with  captaining 
Manchester  United  to  the  treble  (win- 
ning the  English  Premiership,  the  FA  cup,  and 
the  European  Championship)  in  their  illustri- 
ous 1997-98  season.  I  read  in  astonishment, 
unable  to  believe  that  such  a  fallacy  had  been 
printed  for  widespread  public  consumption. 

Before  I  say  anything  else,  let  me  first 
cleanse  the  tainted  history  the  Star  is  selling 
to  its  readers.  While  Beckham  was  England's 
favourite  son,  it  was  Roy  Keane  who  was  cap- 
tain, and  indeed,  champion  within  the  walls 
of  Old  Trafford. 
What  should  North  America  know  about  the 


man  whose  perfume  advertisement  smoul- 
ders over  us  all  at  Toronto's  Eaton  Centre? 
Soccer  star  or  entrepreneur?  Figure  of  ridi- 
cule or  legend? 

The  Beckham  saga  has  drifted  so  far  into 
fairy  tale  that  he  features  in  the  latest  batch 
of  Disney  advertisements,  which  are  due  to 
appear  in  the  March  editions  of  high-end 
magazines  such  as  GQ  and  Vogue.  Indeed, 
Beckham  would  be  better  suited  to  the  role 
of  a  modern-day  Rumpelstiltskin  than  Prince 
Charming. 

The  positively  glistening  Beckham,  who 
is  set  to  arrive  in  Toronto  on  Aug.  5  in  Major 
League  Soccer  play,  is  a  far  cry  from  the  man 


who  debuted  stunningly  in  the  Premiership 
by  scoring  from  the  halfway  line  in  1996. 

Having  become,  arguably,  the  world's  most 
recognizable  sports  personality,  Beckham 
has  just  signed  a  contract  with  L.A.  Galaxy 
worth  more  than  $250  million — the  most  lu- 
crative player  contract  in  sports  history. 

Why  is  Beckham  so  maligned?  Cynics  have 
gleefully  reacted  to  Beckham's  decision  to 
leave  the  intense  spotlight  of  European  soccer 
for  the  relative  backwaters  of  the  MLS,  com- 
paring him  to  a  long  line  of  illustrious  athletes 
with  underwhelming  career  endings,  such  as 
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Paul  Gascoigne  and  Mike  Tyson. 

Criticism  notwithstanding,  Beck- 
ham's attempt  to  "cross  the  great 
divide"  will  not  necessarily  mean 
descending  from  his  exalted  status. 
Certainly,  it  is  a  gamble.  However,  if 
"Golden  Balls"  has  shown  anything 
of  himself,  it  is  that  he  a  marketing 
genius. 

Notwithstanding  the  man's  aes- 
thetic allure,  "Brand  Beckham"  has 
equipped  itself  with  the  steward- 
ship of  such  renowned  promoters 
as  Simon  Fuller,  the  man  behind  the 
Pop  Idol  phenomenon,  and  Robert 
Sillerman,  whose  company  CKX 
owns  the  majority  of  image  rights 
to  Elvis  Presley  and  Muhammad  Ali, 
amongst  others. 

It  is  not  hard  to  see  why  Beckham 
gets  sponsorship  deals  with  compa- 
nies like  Adidas,  Pepsi,  and  Motoro- 
la, while  endorsing  his  own  fashion 
label  and  football  academies. 

Anyone  with  any  experience  of 
Beckham's  cultural  influences  can 
scarcely  be  surprised  at  his  deci- 
sion to  move  to  the  States.  Indeed, 
when  he  is  not  modeling  contempo- 
rary European  fashion,  Beckham 
can  regularly  be  found  wearing  bas- 
ketball attire  and  listening  to  Notori- 
ous B.I.G. 

What  has  surprised  analysts  is 
his  decision  to  depart  when  he  still 
seems  to  have  much  to  offer  the 
European  game.  However,  at  31, 
Beckham's  commercial  value  will 
never  be  higher  in  Europe.  On  the 
other  hand,  L.A.  will  provide  Beck- 
ham with  the  American  exposure 
he  needs.  With  regular  new  enter- 
prises, Beckham  may  well  defy  the 
sands  of  time  to  continue  his  domi- 
nation of  the  sporting  economic  lad- 
der. 

Both  Beckham  and  L.A.  Galaxy 
President  Alexi  Lalas  have  acted 
quickly  to  dispel  notions  that  mon- 
ey is  the  sole  motivation  behind  the 
move.  Beckham  is  a  universal  role 
model,  and  rightly  so.  Beckham 
inspires  children,  who  live  to  emu- 
late him  and  aspire  to  match  his 
achievements.  It  is  not  a  revelation, 
then,  that  his  upcoming  Disney  ad  is 
entitled  "Where  imagination  saves 
the  day." 

U.K.  sketch  comedy  shows  may 
parody  Beckham  as  a  dunce,  but 
Beckham's  worldwide  success 
owes  itself  in  no  small  part  to  his 
charisma.  He  speaks  of  soccer  with, 
nobility  and  integrity,  and  Beckham 
talks  with  the  same  passion  about 
his  family  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  his 
religion. 

He  will  never  be  regarded  as  the 
world's  best  player,  but  do  not  be 
fooled  into  believing  his  talents  are 
anything  less  than  sublime.  While 
revered  for  his  famous  right  foot, 
Beckham  should  be  equally  venerat- 
ed for  his  work  ethic.  He  plays  with 
heart  as  well  as  style,  and  above  all, 
there  is  honesty  to  his  effort. 

North  America  be  advised,  this  man 
is  no  fable.  Beckham  is  the  real  deal. 
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U  of  T  sweeps 
QUA  swim  meet 

Earning  their  seventh  consecu- 
tive team  title,  U  of  T  Swimming 
dominated  the  opposition  to 
capture  this  year's  Ontario 
University  Athletic  banner  last 
weekend.  The  Men  tallied  985.5 
points,  over  300  points  better 
than  second-place  Western's 
557,  while  the  Women  scored 
1085.5,  nearly  300  better  than 
second-place  McMaster's  795. 

The  Men  had  31  OUA  all-stars 
as  well  as  seven  first-place  fin- 
ishes, while  the  Women  had  38 
all-stars  and  12  gold  medals.  U 
of  T's  Women's  coaches  Byron 
MacDonald  and  Linda  Kiefer 
both  shared  the  title  of  Coach 
of  the  Year  with  Andrew  Cole  of 
McMaster. 

— CHRISTOPHEPOIRIER 


Women's  Hockey  travels 
before  post-season  start 

After  having  clinched  a  spot 
in  the  OUA  playoff  tournament 
earlier  this  month,  Women's 
Hockey  (12-5-3-1)  faces  three 
road  tests  to  close  the  season. 
Visiting  Windsor  (5-11-5-0)  Sat- 
urday and  Western  (9-10-1-1) 
Sunday,  the  Blues  travel  to  Wa- 
terloo (7-8-3-2)  Feb.  24. 

U  of  T  is  currently  ranked 
eighth  in  the  nation  by  Cana- 
dian Interuniversity  Sport,  and 
is  one  point  behind  Queen's 
(13-6-1-2)  29  for  second  in  the 
league.  Laurier  (18-2-2-0)  is  in 
first  with  38  points. 

Last  weekend,  the  Blues 
hosted  Brock  (6-10-3-1)  Sun- 
day, and  posted  a  4-1  victory 
on  the  Badgers  behind  Katie 
Dowdall's  two  goals.  The  day 
before,  U  of  T  was  able  to  hold 


on  at  Guelph,  dispatching  the 
Gryphons   2-1.   Blues  goalie 
Stephanie  Lockert  had  35  saves 
in  the  win. 
—CP. 

One  Blue  selected  to 
2007  Canada  Winter 
Games 

U  of  T's  Alana  Thomas  was  se- 
lected to  represent  Team  On- 
tario in  the  2007  Canada  Winter 
Games  in  Yellowknife.  Thomas 
is  to  compete  in  the  cross  coun- 
try skiing  event.  Hopefully,  she 
will  stay  in  her  good  form,  as 
she  recently  won  a  gold  medal 
as  a  member  of  the  Blues  Nor- 
dic ski  team  in  the  first  race  of 
the  university  nordic  season. 
Thomas  also  co-captains  the 
Blues  mountain  biking  team. 
—CP. 


Alana  Thomas 


now 


is  a  good  thing 


the  SPC  Card  "gets  you  exclusive  discounts  at  hundreds  of  Canadian  retailers. 


come  in  today  or  call 

1-800-HRBLOCK 

hrblock.ca 


H&R  BLOCK 


EIITER  m  \  CHANCE  T8  WtN  a  trip  for  two 

to  a  SECRET  DESTINATION  to  see 

M¥\  ^  LIVE  IN  CONCERT 

//  rockwithblock.ca 


'individual  results  vary. '  Offeis  valid  from  08/01/06  until  07/31/07.  Valid  at  participating  locations  in  Canada  only.  For  Cardholder  only.  Offers  may  vary,  restriaions  may  apply.  Usage  may  be  restriaed  when  used  in 
conjunction  with  any  other  offer  or  retailer  loyalty  card  discounts.  Cannot  be  used  towards  the  purchase  of  gift  cards  or  certificates.  'To  qualify,  student  must  present  either  (i)  a  T22023  documenring  ^  or  more  monilis  of  ftjil-time 
attendance  at  a  college  oi  university  during  2006  or  (li)  a  valid  high  school  rdemificatron  card.  Expires  July  3 1 ,  2007.  Valid  only  at  participating  H&R  Block  locations  in  Canada.  *  'NO  PURCHASE  NECESSARY  TO  ENTER  OR  WIN, 
Purchase  of  HSR  Block  pfoducts  or  soivices  viill  not  increase  chances  o!  winning.  Begins  2/1/07  and  ends  S/1 5/07.  Open  to  legal  residents  of  Canada  (excKiding  Quebec  residents)  who  die  1 3  or  older  and  wwe  lull-time  students 
loi  IwK  01  iiioic  monlhs  duiiiKj  2006  jl  a  lii()h  wiiool,  college  oi  iinivi-rsily.TlK-ip  will  be  1  random  diaw  In  awjid  Ihc  pri/ia  Skill  Itsliiig  qui-slion  icquiicd  lor  award  ol  piize.  See  www.rotkviilhbluck.orloi  Olliiial  Rute  and  how 
to  play  without  purchase  Odds  of  winning  vary  based  on  parricipation.  Void  In  Quebec  and  wtiere  prohibited. 
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DOWNTOWN  TORONTO  (Part  10)  By  Jason  Kieffer 


OINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


HELP  WANTED 


SUMMER  CAMP  NORTH 
OF  MONTREAL: 

Hiring  instructors  for  in-line  slcate  park, 
iiigh  ropes/climbing,  watersl<i,  wind- 
surf,  sailing,  canoeing,  kayaking,  swim, 
tennis,  basketball,  soccer,  gymnastics, 
archery,  football,  baseball,  pottery,  arts 
&  crafts,  beads/jewelry,  jazz  dance, 
electric  guitar,  drama  director,  female 
jr.  section  head,  and  nursing  students  to 
assist  camp  doctor,  www.mishmar.com, 
camp@mishmar.com 

ENGLISH  READING  BUDDY  - 
TUTOR  WANTED 

11  year  old.  Grade  6  student  needs  help 
reading  English,  Once  per  week,  negotia- 
ble day  (Monday  to  Friday),  approximately 
4:30  -  6:30  pm.  Call  Davi:  416-921-0663. 

DID  YOU  KNOW  ..? 

Every  little  girl  is  born  with  40,000  ovarian 
eggs.  During  her  lifetime,  only  a  few  eggs 
will  ever  be  used.  A  professional  couple 
is  looking  for  a  compassionate,  young, 
healthy  woman  to  donate  a  few  of  her 
many  eggs  to  help  fulfill  our  dreams  of 
having  a  baby  We  very  much  hope  your 
are  this  woman!  If  so,  please  contact: 
pat@soft-infertility.com  Thank  you  for 
helping  make  our  dreams  come  true. 


CLASSIFIEDS 

FRENCH  READING  BUDDY  - 
TUTOR  WANTED 

11  year  old.  Grade  6  student  needs  help 
reading  French,  Once  per  week,  negotia- 
ble day  (Monday  to  Friday),  approximately 
4:30  -  6:30  pm.  Call  Davi:  416-921-0663. 


FOR  SALE 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING 
EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessay.com 


PC  COMPUTER  SERVICE 

Free  estimate.  25%  discount  for  U  of  T 
students.  Repairs  and  upgrades  at  your 
home.  Microtronics  co.  Phone:  416-423- 
6069,  Cell:  416-669-5700 


TUTORING 


GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)- 
785-8898. 

PRIVATE  MATH  TUTOR 

PhD  in  Mathematics,  many  years  experi- 
ence teaching,  tutoring  mathematics  to 
Ontario  high  school  and  university  stu- 
dents. Individual  tutoring,  very  close  to 
subway  416-225-7605  after  7  pm. 


Advertise  In 


WARSITY 


ads@thevarsity.ca 
416-946-7604 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  eacli  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 
the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 
DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


FREE  BEACH  TOWEL 

With  every  purchase  of  $75  or  more,  ■wniie  supplies  lasi. 

ENTER  TO  WIN 

One  of  Two  $500  Shopping  Sprees. 


Billabong  Stores 
Yorkdale  Shopping 
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The  skeptics  are  disappearing 
faster  than  icecaps'      inside  i 


AL  GORE'S 
CLIMATE  CHANGE 
ROADSHOW  DRAWS 
SOLD-OUT  CON 
HALL  CROWD 


INSIDE 

GORY  DISSENT 

ON  THE  GLOBAL  CRISIS 
//COMMENT,  PAGE  7 

HOW  ONE  UNDERGR 
IS  SAVING  THE  PLAI 

//FEATURE,  PAGE  12 
FORGET  REDUCING! 

BURYING  CO2 
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"'onment 


Barry  Rawn 


A  "moralist,  philosopher,  thinker, 
teacher,  doer,  and  a  rock  star,"  was 
how  Chancellor  David  Peterson  de- 
scribed former  Vice  President  Al 
Gore  last  Wednesday  night  at  Con- 
vocation Hall.  For  the  300  attendees 
lucky  enough  to  score  a  $50  ticket 
($20  for  students),  spending  the 
evening  with  the  former  Vice  Presi- 
dent was  a  rare  experience  where 
a  sense  of  privilege  mingled  with 
a  collective  feeling  of  personal  re- 


sponsibility. 

To  climate-change  skeptics.  Gore 
gave  ample  evidence  of  a  crisis. 
Tropical  storms  have  increased  in 
frequency  and  severity,  recent  heat 
waves  in  Europe  and  India  have 
caused  thousands  of  deaths,  and 
both  flooding  and  droughts  increas- 
ingly disrupt  the  populations  of  Af- 
rica and  Asia.  Large  populations  of 
pests  like  the  mountain  pine  beetle, 
no  longer  held  in  check  by  low  win- 
ter temperatures,  are  devastating 
wide  swaths  of  Canadian  forests. 


Elsewhere,  malarial  mosquitoes 
now  exist  at  higher  altitudes  than 
before,  putting  human  populations 
at  risk.  All  these  effects  can  be 
blamed  on  a  level  of  carbon  dioxide 
unprecedented  in  the  last  million 
years  of  natural  warming  and  glaci- 
ation.  Gore  graphically  emphasized 
the  impact  of  warming  on  millions 
of  "climate  refugees"  that  would  be 
driven  from  coastal  cities  if  major 
ice  sheets  melt. 

According  to  Gore,  the  climate 
system,  like  the  political  system,  is 


capable  of  sudden  and  substantial 
changes.  We  have  every  techno- 
logical tool  we  need  to  start  fixing 
the  problem,  he  said,  including  ap- 
proaches that  are  not  easy  to  imple- 
ment but  that  are  available  now: 
efficiency  improvements,  mileage 
standards,  and  renewable  energy, 
to  name  but  a  few. 

Gore  also  trounced  the  miscon- 
ception that  the  environment  must 
be  traded  off  against  the  economy. 
Societies  have  historically  found  it 
difficult  to  act  for  their  own  good. 


he  said,  citing  a  recent  example  of 
controversy  where  high-ranking 
U.S.  officials  were  found  to  have 
obscured  an  EPA  release  revealing 
a  scientific  consensus  on  climate 
change.  But  the  conclusion,  he  said, 
is  that  the  rest  of  the  world — corpo- 
rate leaders,  cities,  and  nations — is 
moving  forward,  even  if  some  gov- 
ernments do  not. 

Gore  gave  a  light-hearted  men- 
tion of  Canada's  per-capita  energy 
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Phys  Ed  fees  could  balloon  for  Bubble 


Naushad  All  Husein 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Weeks  after  throwing  in  their  full 
weight  behind  the  fee  freeze  cam- 
paign earlier  this  month,  members 
of  the  Council  on  Student  Services 
will  be  put  to  the  fees  test  them- 
selves. They  will  vote  Friday  on  a 
proposed  fee  increase  the  physi- 
cal education  faculty  says  it  needs 
to  cover  maintenance  costs  of  the 
brand  new  Varsity  Centre. 

The  council  will  vote  on  the  fac- 
ulty of  physical  education  and 
health's  budget  for  2007-2008,  which 
features  a  rise  in  athletics  fees.  If 


the  budget  is  passed,  all  full-time 
students  at  U  of  T  St.  George  will  be 
paying  an  extra  $10  per  semester  for 
the  Bubble,  in  addition  to  $7  of  infla- 
tionary annual  increases.  Currently, 
full-time  students  at  the  St.  George 
campus  pay  $104.91  for  athletics  per 
semester. 

The  increased  fees  are  earmarked 
to  cover  the  $939,000  required  to 
fund  maintenance  operations,  utili- 
ties, supply  and  services  at  the  Var- 
sity Centre  that  are  not  covered  by 
revenues  from  being  rented  out  for 
community  use. 

"There  will  be  huge  consequenc- 
es for  the  students  if  we  get  turned 


down  in  this  vote,"  said  phys.  ed. 
dean  Bruce  Kidd.  "Right  now,  about 
75  per  cent  of  the  Centre's  operat- 
ing time  is  spent  on  the  students.  If 
we  were  to  do  this  another  way,  we 
would  have  to  rent  the  facility  out 
to  more  often,  leaving  the  students 
with  as  little  as  40  per  cent  of  the 
faculty's  time."  Kidd  is  confident 
about  the  vote. 

But  the  move  to  raise  athletics 
fees  has  drawn  some  incensed  re- 
sponses from  some  students. 

"I  wouldn't  pay  for  it  if  it  was  my 
phone  company,"  said  Travis  Cos- 
grave,  a  Woodsworth  College  intra- 
mural soccer  player  and  referee. 


Cosgrave  realizes  that  the  increase 
would  mean  students  would  have 
to  pay  the  increased  amount  every 
year,  and  continue  to  face  "infla- 
tionary" increases  each  semester, 
which  are  usually  many  times  the 
rate  of  inflation. 

"1  don't  think  the  increase  would 
be  a  negative  thing,"  said  Masha 
Sidorova,  a  student  representative 
on  the  Varsity  Board,  a  committee 
of  student  athletes  representing 
Varsity  Blues  teams.  "Because  a 
very  large  number  of  students  are 
using  the  facility.  It  is  a  great  facil- 
ity, accessible  to  everyone,  and  it's 
promoting  a  healthy  lifestyle  for  the 


students." 

SAC  president  Jen  Hassum,  mean- 
while, feels  that  the  student  body 
should  be  able  to  decide  which  op- 
tion they  prefer. 

"[SAC]  feels  uncomfortable  al- 
ready with  voting  on  increases 
without  it  going  to  a  referendum," 
Hassum  said.  "Whenever  our  fee  in- 
creases, it  is  voted  on  by  students. 
Here  that  is  not  the  case  and  they 
have  told  us  at  COSS  meetings  that 
it  is  too  expensive." 

"This  should  not  be  news  to  stu- 
dents," said  Kidd.  "Students  have 
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Wtettntraocc 
Elevator  tmr 


Your  student  centre! 


WORLDS  OF  MUSIC 
PANEL  DISCUSSION 

jo/n  broadcasters,  musicians,  artists  and  others  in  a 
lively  discussion  about  world  music  and  its  relationship 
to  social  and  cultural  identity. 
February  2  7th  at  7:00PM  in  Music  Room 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1:30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  Meet  orientation  coordinators  who  will 
be  recruiting  over  700  volunteers  to  welcome  the  first 
year  students  of  2007. 
Drop  in  for  coffee  &  cookies,  meet  new  people  and 
find  out  how  you  can  get  involved  on  campus. 


PIMP  MY  UNIVERSE: 

Souping  up  the  Cosmic 

An  expert  panel  on  astronomy  will  explore  the  history 
and  geography  of  the  universe  examining  questions 
related  to  design,  the  future,  fate  and 

possible  sentient  populations. 
February  28th  at  6:00PM  in  the  ECR. 


VIBE 

(Visions  In  The  Black  Experience) 
The  Pursuit  of  Freedom 

Get  Futurized.  See  what  the  future  holds  for  the 
Black  community  in  this  theatrical  production. 
February  28th  at  8:00PM  in  HH  Theatre 
www.uofitix.ca  or  41 6.978.8849 


UofT  FILM  FESTIVAL 

Celebrate  and  promote  UofFs  rich  contribution  to  the 
arts  trough  its  student  and  alumni  filmmakers. 
March  I  st  -  3rd. 
www.uofttix.ca  or  416-978-8849. 


JAZZ  @  OSCARS 

jazzVocalist,Terra  Grimard  dazzles  with  fresh 
organic  lyrcism  and  melodic  grooves. 
March  2nd.  9:00PM.  Free  Concert! 


CHEKHOVVAUDEVILLES 

Dancing,  death,  heartache,  heart  attacks,  pro- 
posals for  marriage,  rejections,  acceptance,  and 
information  on  the  Evils  ofTobaccol 
You  will  be  crying  from  laughter! 

March  1st -4th 
www.uofitix.ca  (416)  978-8849 


for  more  Hart  House  events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 


nrdDgCTgpnr 

the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


For  U  of  X  it's  not  easy 
being  green 


The  new  Leslie  Dan  Pharmacy  Building  is  the 
most  energy-efficient  on  St.  George  campus, 
according  to  The  Varsity's  "CO^  Footprint  In- 
dex." We  took  the  CO,  emissions  for  major  U  of 
T  buildings,  estimated  by  the  Sustainability  Of- 
fice, and  divided  it  by  each  building's  size.  The 
resulting  index  indicates  a  building's  energy 
efficiency.  U  of  T's  biggest  offenders:  large,  old 
buildings  like  Medical  Sciences  and  Robarts. 
Most  thrifty  are  new  buildings  such  as  the  Ter- 
rence  Donnelly  C.C.B.R.  and  Bahen  Centre  for 
Information  Technology. 


//MAPPING  THE  MUCK 


CO, 

CO, 

emissions 

Building 

"foot- 

Building abbreviation  on 

in'0S/'06 

gross 

print" 

map,  and  building  name 

(tonnes) 

size  (m') 

index 

U  of  T's  five  most  wasteful  buildings 


Walberg 

Walberg  Building 

4,996 

17,201 

0.29 

Med.Sci. 

Medical  Sciences 

15,951 

72,424 

0.22 

R.W. 

Ramsay  Wright 

4,274 

22,997 

0.186 

Lash 

Lash  Miller 

5,001 

27,195 

0.184 

Hauttain 

Hauitain  Building 

636 

3,466 

0.183 

The  middle  of  the  pack 

SifflCoeHali  Simcoe  Hall 

1,051 

5.880 

0.179 

Rotman 

Rotman  School 

1,657 

10,797 

0.153 

Mining 

Mining  Building 

1,508 

11,064 

0.136 

Robarts 

Robarts  Library 

10,796 

80,882 

0.133 

Hart  House 

Hart  House 

2,381 

19,022 

0.125 

M.P. 

McLennan  Physics 

4,068 

31,826 

0.128 

S.F. 

Sanfbrd  Fleming 

2,703 

21,833 

0.124 

Galbraith 

Galbraith  Building 

2,419 

19,661 

0.123 

Mech.  Eng.  Mechanical  Eng'g 

1,169 

9,723 

0.12 

Gerstein 

Gerstein  Library 

2,319 

20,747 

0.112 

A.C. 

Athletics  Centre 

3,031 

30,006 

0.101 

SAC 

Stuart  Observatory 

50 

537 

0.093 

U.C. 

University  CoHege 

1,500 

16,922 

0.089 

Sid  Smith 

Sidney  Smith  Hall 

2,495 

29,561 

0.084 

Massey 

Massey  College 

625 

7,426 

0.084 

Music 

Edward  Johnson 

1,161 

14,881 

0.078 

Varsity  Centre  Varsity  Centre 

439 

6,560 

0.067 

U  of  T's  five  greenest  buildings 

C.C.B.R. 

Terrenes  Donnelly 

1,305 

20,550 

0.064 

Innis 

Innis  College 

204 

3,486 

0.059 

Bahen 

Bahen  Centre  for  I.T.  2,299 

49,752 

0.046 

Economics 

Economics  Dep't 

108 

2,403 

0.045 

Leslie  Dan  Pharmacy  Building 

184 

8,008 

0.023 

The  above  infographic  shows  the  amount  of  carbon  dioxide  emitted  by  U  of 
T  buildings  last  year,  as  estimated  by  U  of  T's  Sustainability  Office. 
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I 


The  length  of  the  bar  to  the  left  represents  the 
equivalent  of  3,000  tonnes  of  CO^  emissions. 
You  can  produce  one  tonne  of  CO^  by  driving  a 
sports-car  non-stop  for  four  months. 


-        •  Doctor  of  mm 

Chiropractic 

Are  You  Ready  to  Accept  the  Challenge? 

The  Logan  Doctor  of  Chiropractic  program  includes  extensive 
study  in  science,  physiotherapy,  nutrition,  radiology,  clinical 
sciences,  chiropractic  techniques,  business  training  and 
extensive  clinical  rotations. 

Logan  students  receive  all  this  and  nnorel 


Specialties  Within  Chiropractic: 

♦  Sports  Rehab 

♦  Pediatrics 

♦  Geriatrics 

♦  Radiology 

♦  Acupuncture 


♦  General  Practice 

♦  Neurology 

♦  Orthopedics 

♦  Research 

♦  Personal  Injury 


Emily  Gampper 
Second-Year  Student 


Contact  Logan  University  at  www.logan.edu  for 
an  info  packet  to  your  future  as  a  Doctor  of 
Chiropractic. 


LOGANS  www.logan.ec|j. 


UNIVERSITY  ,  ^ 

Chesterfield  (St,  Louis  area).  Missouri  IOganaClm@IOgan.edU 
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//  BRIEFING:  SAC  CHAIRPERSON  ELECTION 


A  three-horse  race 


MIKE  GHENU  meets  the  candidates  for  SAC  chair 


Andrea  Armborst 

Slate:  Your  Team 

The  lowdowri:  Armborst,  the  current 
VP  services  and  finance  of  the  Stu- 
dents' Administrative  Council,  is 
heading  a  slate  of  candidates  called 
Your  Team.  Armborst  is  touting  her 
"record  of  success"  in  balancing 
SAC's  budget  and  shortening  the 
monthly  TTC  Metropass  line-ups  to 
15  minutes  at  peak  times. 

The  platform:  Your  Team  supports 
the  tuition  freeze  campaign  and 
claims  they  will  fight  for  student 
space  and  will  strive  to  add  eye  ex- 
ams to  the  Health  and  Dental  plan. 
Next  week.  Your  Team  will  unveil  a 
series  of  "guarantees"  they  would 
seek  to  fulfill  in  office.  If  these  are 
not  met,  VPs  promise  they  will  re- 
fund five  per  cent  of  their  salaries. 

The  pitch:  "Our  name  sums  up  our 
team:  we're  your  team.  We  have 
the  experience  and  dedication  and 
commitment  to  improve  the  student 
experience  at  U  of  T.  A  vote  for  Your 
Team  is  a  vote  for  effective  student 
representation.  It's  not  the  status 
quo — changes  need  to  be  imple- 
mented and  Your  Team  has  the 
skills  to  do  it." 

Analysis:  Armborst  is  running  on  her 
robust  record  at  SAC  this  year,  but 
her  team  will  have  to  convince  vot- 
ers they  are  not  the  status  quo. 


Andrew  Mackay 

Independent 

The  lowdowtl:  Mackay  is  a  fourth- 
year  student  in  economics  and  his- 
tory at  Woodworth  College.  He  has 
played  on  the  Varsity  Blues  football 
team  for  four  years,  written  for  The 
Newspaper  for  three,  and  was  a  VP 
of  the  History  Students'  Association. 
Mackay  is  relying  on  web  network 
Facebook  to  promote  his  campaign. 

The  platform:  Mackay  vowed  to  fight 
to  lower  the  ancillary  fees  students 
must  pay.  He  would  back  efforts  to 
allow  students  to  opt  out  of  the  pro- 
posed UPass  program  for  St.  George 
campus.  Mackay  is  promising  to 
improve  student  life  by  organizing 
regular  barbecues  and  other  "small, 
relatively  inexpensive  activities  that 
create  a  friendly  environment." 

The  pitch:  "I  think  [SAC]  needs  a 
change.  We've  had  the  same  group 
of  friends  year  after  year.  I'm  in  eco- 
nomics as  well  as  history,  and  I  un- 
derstand it's  an  expensive  time  to  be 
a  student.  I've  been  able  to  associate 
with  many  groups  of  people,  and  my 
views  have  been  shaped  by  many 
groups.  My  end  goal  is  to  save  stu- 
dents as  much  money  as  possible." 

Analysis:  An  independent,  Mackay 
could  attract  apathetic  non-voters 
and  those  seeking  a  "third  way," — 
his  online  campaigning  could  help. 


The  Chancellor  Rose  and  Ray  Wolfe  Leaure  in  Holocaust  Studies 


THE  YEARS  OF  EXTERMINATION:  A  PLEA  FOR 
AN  INTEGRATED  HISTORY  OF  THE  HOLOCAUST 

Saul  Friedlander 

1939  Club  Chair  in  the  Histoty  of  the  Holocaust 
Department  oj  History,  UCLA 


Monday,  March  5, 2007 
8  p.m. 

George  Ignatieff  Theatre 
15  Devonshire  Place 


Free  Admission  •  General  Seating 
For  more  information, 
visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca  or 
can  41 6-946-5937 


Presented  try  The  Chancellor  Rose  and  Ray  Wolfe  Chair  in  llobcaust  Studies, 
the  joint  Initiative  in  Cerman  and  huropean  Studies,  and  the  f-aculiy  of  Arts  & 
Science  at  the  University  of  Toronto,  with  the  support  of  the  Ford  FourulAtion. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

FACULTY  OF  ARTS  &  SCIENCE 


Senai  Iman 

Slate:  New  Deal 

The  lOWdOWn:  Iman  is  a  fourth-year 
economics  studies  student,  a  con- 
tributor to  a  CIUT  radio  show,  and 
former  chairman  of  the  Eritrean 
Students'  Association's  national 
organization.  Iman's  New  Deal  slate 
contains  several  young  Liberals  and 
one  conservative,  but  Iman  says 
they  will  check  their  ideologies  at 
the  door.  New  Deal  is  also  backed 
by  Sam  Rahimi,  a  controversial  SAC 
executive  who  served  in  2004-05. 

The  platform:  New  Deal  promises 
better  advocacy,  improvements  in 
college  life,  and  fiscal  accountabili- 
ty. "We  can  cut  $100,000  in  adminis- 
trative costs,"  said  Iman,  promising 
to  invest  it  in  clubs.  He  also  prom- 
ised VPs  would  shave  $5,000  off 
their  salaries  to  fund  needs-based 
grants. 

The  pitch:  "We're  offering  a  fresh  al- 
ternative to  the  status  quo.  We  want 
a  new  deal  for  students,  a  new  deal 
for  commuters,  and  a  new  deal  for 
clubs.  We  want  to  strike  a  balance 
between  advocacy  and  activism. 
UTM  is  a  big  problem:  every  dollar 
sent  from  UTM  to  UTSU  [SAC]  will 
be  paid  back  in  initiatives  and  pro- 
grams for  UTM." 

Analysis:  iman's  Liberal-leaning 
slate  offers  change,  but  Rahimi's 
backing  could  polarize  the  vote. 


Cancer:  An  insider's  view 


In  fighting  cancer,  everything  from  early 
diagnosis  and  surgery  to  subsequent 
radiation  therapy  depends  on  medical 
imaging.  Dr.  David  Jaffray,  a  researcher  at 
the  University  Health  Network,  is  an  expert 
in  image-guided  therapy.  Learn  how 
researchers  are  giving  doctors  the  insider's 
view  they  need  to  perform  today's  cutting- 
edge  procedures  and  the  role  imaging  will 
play  in  the  treatments  of  tomorrow. 

Cancer:  An  insider's  view 

Wednesday,  February  28,  2007  at  7  p.m. 

MaRS  Centre 

101  College  Street 

Toronto 

(Queen's  Park  subway  station) 
Admission  is  free. 


Ontario 

Funding  provided  by  the  Government  of  Ontario 


Ontario  Institute 
for  Cancer  Research 

science     discoveries-^  golulioiis 


FACULTY  o/ARTS  &  SCIENCE  UNIVERSITY  of  TORONTO 

YEARWiJiNmijliES 

OPEN  MiNDS  AND  OPEN  DOORS 


2006-2007 


Azade  Seyhan 

Fairbank  Professor  in  the  Humanities 
Department  of  German,  Bryn  Mawr  College 


The  Dialect(ic)s  of  Language 
Multitude  and  Intellectual  Complc 


exity 


Thursday,  March  1 , 2007  •  4:30  p.m. 
Room  140,  University  College,  15  King's  College  Circle 

Free  Admission  •  General  Seating  •  Call  416-946-7950  or 
visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca/languages  for  more  information. 


■ 


Presented  by  the  Faciiltj'  of  Arts  and  Science 
at  the  University  of  Toronto. 


PHIJLOSQPHYl 


y^ll  Philosophy, 
Classics 
&  Religion  titles* 

March  1-9.  2007 


m 

stone 


Uniuersity  of  Toronto  Bookstore 

214  College  St.  Toronto 
Mon-Fri  8:45-6  Sat  10-5  /  Closed  Sun 
(416)  640-7900 

wwui.uoftbookstore.com 

■  Dtcouiw  applies  to  tegulatiy  priced  and  in-stock  ami  h  n  nkM.  oi  Jv.  Exceptions  uiclude:  textbooks,  web  orckrs,  and  special  orders. 
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Summer  Camp  Jobs  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lakeside  Residential  Girls  Camp  in  Maine  •  Visas  Arranged 

Counselors:  Combined  childcare/teaching.  Must  be  able  to  teach  or  lead  one  or  more 
of  the  following  activities:  gymnastics,  tennis,  swim  (WSI's),  sail,  canoe,  water  ski,  arts 
(including  stained  glass,  sewing,  jewelry,  wood,  photo),  dance,  music,  theatre,  archery, 
wilderness  trips,  field  sports,  equestrian,  climbing  wall. 

Service  Workers:  including  openings  for  kitchen,  laundry,  housekeeping,  secretaries, 
maintenance  &  grounds,  and  kitchen  supervisor. 

Non-smokers  only.  June  i6  to  August  22.  Attractive  salary  (US)  plus  travel  allowance. 
To  Apply:  Applications  and  photo  gallery  are  available  on  our  website; 
www.kippewa.com  or  contact  us  at  the  numbers  listed  below. 

Kippewa,  926  Route  135,  Monmouth,  Maine  04259-6606,  U.S.A. 
tel:  207-933-2993  I  fax:  207-933-2996  I  email:info@kippewa.com 


STUDY  MEDICINE 

J    Y         S    .\    N         I-    K    A    N    C    I    S    C    O         )    A    V    I    n  R 

XAVIER  UNIVERSITY 
^  SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE 
B    O    N    A    I    R  E 


Open  House 

Saturday,  March  10th  at  2  PM 
Hilton  Garden  Inn 
300  Commerce  Valley  Drive,  East 
Thomhill 
and 

Sunday,  March  11th  at  1  PM 
Quality  Hotel  and  Suites 
2180  Islington  Ave. 
Etobicoke 

Refreshments  will  be  served 

For  more  information,  please  visit 

www.xusombonaire.net 
^r  call  (888)  XAVIER-U  (928-4378) 
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//OUT  OF  AFRICA 


Simba  Nyawiri,  Miriam  Chimanga-Tembo,  and  Dorothy  Gliettuba  are  three  members  of  the  septet  Soul  Influence,  who  brought 
the  world  of  African  music  alive  at  Hart  House's  Great  Hall  on  Sunday.  Their  show,  part  of  U  of  T's  Black  History  Month  celebra- 
tions, raised  money  for  the  Stephen  Lewis  Foundation.  Though  they  all  now  live  in  Canada,  Soul  Influence's  members  hail  from 
Kenya,  South  Africa,  and  Zimbabwe.  One  of  the  members,  Uitsile  Ndlovu  (not  pictured)  is  a  Masters  student  in  Health  Science 
at  U  of  T.  Two  other  members,  Methew  Kashila  and  Fred  Onsoti  live  in  other  provinces  and  could  not  join  the  band  for  this  show. 
U  of  T's  Black  History  Month  celebrations  wrap  up  on  Feb.  28,  with  Hart  House's  Visions  of  Black  Experience  (V.I.B.E.)  event, 
which  aims  to  imagine  the  state  of  the  black  community  in  2057. 
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been  involved  in  every  step  of  the 
planning  and  implementation  of  the 
project."  He  said  that  committees 


and  boards  with  student  represen- 
tatives have  already  voted  on  the 
issue. 

"We  are  concerned  about  the  in- 
creasing cost  of  a  university  educa- 


tion," said  Kidd,  "but  ancillary  fees 
are  a  way  of  life  in  post-secondary 
schools  in  Ontario.  So  unless  we  find 
ourselves  in  a  tuition-free  universe, 
this  should  be  the  way  to  do  it." 


Parlez-vous  Fran^ais? 


TRANSMANCHE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  KENT 


Then  study  at  the  world's  only  Franco-British  higher  education  institution 


Scholarships  available  for  September  2007  for  our  Bilingual  Double  Master's  degree  programmes: 

•  LLM  International  Mobility,  Globalisation  and  the  Law 

•  MSc  International  Management  (Consulting) 

•  MA  Conflict,  Peace  and  Identity:  France,  Britain  and  Europe 

•  MA  Intercultural  Relations 


Tel  :  +44  (0)  1227  824108  transmanche@kent.ac.uk 
www.kent.ac.uk/transmanche 


KENT  m 

ONiVEiWltv  OF  KENT        'r^SIt^  g/Igg 

Lino  »  1  ■  Cu»„. 


L  I  1 1  c  2 
Unnvrsit/iiiiinm 
etdejaSiuM... 


news@thevarsity.ca 


VARSITY  NEWS 


TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  27, 2007  5 


■GORE' -CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

consumption,  which  is  higher  than 
America's.  Gore  warned  that  the 
United  States  is  much  more  liitely  to 
neglect  its  responsibility  if  we  fail 
to  act. 

"You,  as  Canadians  have  an  op- 
portunity to  play  a  much  larger  role 
than  you  can  possibly  imagine,"  he 
said. 

Praising  Mayor  Miller  for  his  lead- 
ership. Gore  described  Toronto  as 
"a  beacon  of  hope"  with  "a  determi- 
nation to  get  things  right." 

Audience  members  were  quick  to 
engage  Gore  on  the  global  and  local 
policy  aspects  of  climate  change. 
One  asked  about  the  possible  eco- 
nomic agreements  with  the  emerg- 
ing heavy  polluters  China  and  In- 
dia. 


Gore  described 
Toronto  as  a 
'beacon  of 
hope'  with  'a 
determination  to 
get  things  right/ 


In  his  response,  Gore  stressed 
how  the  developed  world's  vastly 
greater  per-capita  incomes  require 
it  to  take  up  the  responsibility  of 
setting  a  good  example.  Banning 
incandescent  light  bulbs  is  just  one 
case  where  new  technology  and  the 
power  of  the  consumer  can  make  a 
difference,  he  said. 

Gore  took  on  a  stern  tone  when 
the  next  student  inquired  about 
the  "intensity  targets"  currently 
proposed  by  the  Canadian  govern- 
ment for  industrial  emissions.  Such 
targets  require  reductions  in  the 
amount  of  carbon  dioxide  emitted 
per  unit  of  industrial  output,  but  do 
not  limit  the  total  quantity  of  emis- 
sions. 

"They're  just  fooling  you,"  Gore 
said,  with  some  impatience.  "This 
is  the  overriding  moral  challenge  of 
our  time.  Either  we  will  confront  it, 
or  we  will  not.  An  intensity  target  is 
just  an  excuse  for  doing  nothing.  It 
means  nothing,  other  than  a  strat- 
egy for  trying  to  fool  people  into 
thinking  that  they're  doing  some- 
thing when  they're  not." 

Gore  argued  that  the  global  so- 
ciety could  turn  the  climate  crisis 
around,  comparing  it  to  smallpox 
and  Apartheid. 

Despite  the  reassurance  provided 
by  Gore's  authoritative  and  persua- 
sive presentation — that  at  least  one 
politician  has  taken  climate  change 
upon  himself — Gore  closed  with 
a  dramatically  whispered  plea  to 
wake  up  and  seize  the  climate  chal- 
lenge. Everything  we  have,  he  said, 
is  in  danger  of  slipping  away. 

Gore  left  Toronto  with  three 
spokespeople  for  his  cause  available 
to  give  a  similar  presentation,  as 
well  as  a  thumbs-up  to  Jack  Layton's 
invitation  to  speak  at  Parliament. 


Fans  greet  "rock  star"  Gore  outside  of 
Con  Hall  Wednesday  night. 


International  Women's  Day  Event  '07 


Film  Screening  followed  by  a  discussion  with  filmmaker  | 
and  members  of  the  cast  of  Mohawk  Girls  ! 


Wednesday,  March  7, 2007 

6-8pm,  Screening  followed  by  a 
panel  di.scassinn  with  the  cast  and 
filmmaker 


William  Doo  Auditorium 

45  Willcocks  Street 

New  College,  Uoiversity  of  Toronto 

Reception  to  follow 

This  event  is  free  and  open  to  the  public! 
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"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want 

a  piece  of 
the  action" 


Meet  Denise. 

To  get  the  specialized  focus  tliat  would  help  her  zero  in 
on  her  goals,  Denise  earned  her  Postgraduate  Certificate 
in  Marketing  Management  from  Humber  in  only  2  semesters. 
She  now  works  for  one  of  Canada's  top  weather  networks. 
We  forecast  a  great  future  for  her. 

Marketing  Management,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


HUMBER 

The  Business  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


The  University  of  Guelph 
is  offering  over  90  degree 
credit  courses,  so  you  can 

ACCELERATE 
YOUR 
STUDIES! 

ENROL  IN 
DISTANCE  EDUCATION 
THIS  SU/VUVIER 

REGISTRATION  IS  EASY... 

1 .  identify  tlie  Course{s)  you  wish 
to  \ake. 

2.  Obtain  a  Letter  of  Permission 
from  your  University. 

3.  Send  us  your  registration  as 
soon  as  possible  to  avoid 
disappointment. 

Registration  Deadline: 
April  27,  2007 

Courses  start  on  May  1 0,  2007 

For  further  information,  contact 
Mary  Konnarnitsky  at: 
Tel:  (519)  824-4120  Ext.  56050 
Email:  mkomarn@open.uoguelpfi.ca 

or  visit  us  at: 

www.open.uoguelph.ca 


•  .   OftfM  

Universi-ty  of  Toron'tto 
Faculty  of  Medicine 
Open  House  2007 


Meet  Melissa. 

To  get  the  field  experience  and  practical  skills  to  go  the 
distance,  Melissa  earned  her  Postgraduate  Certificate 
from  Humber  in  International  Project  Management  in 
only  3  semesters.  She  now  works  as  a  Program  Officer 
for  an  International  Humanitarian  Organization. 
We  think  she'll  make  a  real  difference. 

International  Project  Management,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


Ijl'  HUMBER 


The  Business  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.tiumber.ca 


An  Answer  to 

God's  Call. 


We  connect  with 
the  poor  and  the 
marginalized 
in  our  world. 

We  share  and  reflect 
our  experiences 
in  the  light  of  the 
Gospel. 

We  find  our  hearts 
transformed. 

We  are  Christian 
Brothers. 

Wtiat  ive  do 
witti  our  ticarts 
affects  ttic  whole 
universe. 


Are  you  being  called  to  be  brorber  to  tbe  world? 
Congregation  of  Christian  Brothere  •  www.cfcvocations.org 


for  more 
information 
about 
becoming  a 
Ctiristian  Brother 
visit  our  website 
or  contact: 


Brother  Kicran  J.  Murphy,  C.RC 
419P<)rkside  Drive 
Toronto,  ON  M6R  2Z7  ' 
TEL('116)60'l-7992 
rAX:(41li)UJ4-8443 
kjmcfc@ercbna  org 

Brother  James  L.  Harlow.  C.F.C, 

33  Pryci  lerrjce 

New  Rochellc,  NY  10804 

TEL;  (914)  636-6194  (cxL  26) 

FAX:  (914)  KJ6-0021 

jlh@cl)ins1itutp.org 


Brother  James    McDonaid,  CF.C 
10001  S.  Pulaski  Roaci 
Room  1 1 1 

Chicago,  IL  606SS-33S6 
TCL  (7/3)  429-4496 
bromaccfc@yahno-mm 

Para  mis  informacibn 

cortiunieale  cun; 

Brother  Jim  Hamilton.  C.F.C 

111  Eusl  1641h  SUccl 

Branx,  NY  104b2 

TF-L:  (718)  293-3993  (ext.  146) 

jimham78@hotniail.coni 
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The  Varsity 


HealthForceOntario 

HealthForceOntario.ca 


^ith  HealthForceOntario.ca,  it's  never  been  easier 
for  nurses  to  find  the  right  job  in  Ontario, 


ntario.ca  is  designed  to  help  you  get  the 
our  career.  Here  you'll  find  job  listings, 
for  continuing  education,  information  on 


the  evolving  r(.)les  for  todays  nurses  -  t'verN^hing  you 
need  to  continue  being  a  key  member  of  the  team 
strengthening  health  care  in  Ontario. 


Paid  for  by  the  Government  of  Ontario 
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Science,  what  have  you  done? 


It's  everywhere.  Smog  is  in  the  air  we 
breathe.  Toxins  saturate  the  meat  we 
eat.  Apocalyptic  images  haunt  every 
corner  of  the  modern  mind:  noxious 
greenhouse  gases,  triple-digit  gas 
prices,  dead  polar  bear  carcasses 
piling  up  in  our  Northern  seas.  The 
world  is  coming  to  an  end,  and  all  life 
on  it  is  doomed. 

Yes,  dear  Chicken  Little,  the  sky  is 
falling.  Science  told  us  so. 

But  can  we  really  trust  these  sci- 
ence types?  They  can't  even  tell  us 
the  five  Ws  of  the  apparently  im- 
pending enviro-apocalypse.  If  you 
believe  the  hype  spewed  by  Nicho- 
las Stern  and  his  ilk,  catastrophic 
weather  anomalies,  rising  sea  levels, 
and  the  heart-breaking  extinction  of 
species  could  worsen  and  may  result 


-  EDITORIAL  ^ 

in  shocking  death  tolls  over  the  next 
few  years. 
Or  so  they  say. 

Someone  still  needs  to  determine, 
in  no  uncertain  terms,  where,  when, 
why  and  on  top  of  whom  the  sky  will 
come  crashing.  So  far,  no  one  has. 

How  can  we  trust  the  august  insti- 
tutions of  science  if  they  can't  even 
answer  these  basic  questions?  Per- 
haps they're  just  as  wishy-washy 
about  whether  humanity  is  even  to 
blame  for  climate  change  in  the  first 
place.  Should  we  listen  to  the  es- 
teemed scientists  if  they,  too,  have  a 
political  agenda  to  shove  down  our 
throats? 


It  is  far  easier  to  write  off  the 
warnings  as  speculation,  biased  sci- 
ence, and  biased  journalism.  So  why 
shouldn't  we?  Living  with  the  status 
quo  is  pleasant  for  us  here  in  Toron- 
to, and  there  are  certain  bubbles  we 
are  loath  to  burst.  After  all,  turning 
off  a  lamp  in  your  home  won't  really 
save  a  drowning  polar  bear,  right? 
We  can  take  comfort  in  promising 
ourselves  that  next  time,  we'll  do 
something  bigger  and  better  to  save 
the  world,  some  vague  thing  that  will 
really  make  a  difference — after  we 
finish  off  our  24-oz.  steak  dinners, 
that  is. 

It's  a  curious  quirk  of  human  na- 
ture that,  when  the  media  is  suffocat- 
ing us  in  self-important  climate  news, 
we  get  desensitized.  We  sicken  at  the 


next  "investigative  report  of  The 
Absolute  Truth."  We  shy  away  from 
"old"  news  and  move  toward  "new" 
news.  When  the  "new"  news  repeats 
old  material,  logically,  we  change  the 
channel. 

One  conclusion  we're  continually 
brought  back  to  is  that  modern  hu- 
man lifestyles  are  simply  not  con- 
ducive to  a  green  earth.  Maybe  the 
natural  world  would  be  better  off 
without  humankind  parasitizing 
its  natural  resources.  But  realisti- 
cally, there's  not  very  much  even  the 
greenest  of  the  green  can  do  to  curb 
climate  change  from  the  comforts  of 
a  Canadian  home. 

If  the  only  way  to  reverse  the  ef- 
fects of  climate  change  is  to  overhaul 
the  way  the  modern  world  works — 


industry,  mcmufacturing,  agriculture, 
government — then  it's  far  too  big  a 
problem  for  a  single  person  to  make 
a  real  difference.  We  might  as  well 
leave  caring  about  such  things  to  AI 
Gore,  Richard  Branson,  and  other 
important  people,  while  we  enjoy 
the  sun-filled  days  under  the  leafy 
palm  trees  that  will  surely  sprout 
in  Toronto.  A  warmer  climate  really 
would  be  nice  for  us,  and  if  India  gets 
swept  away  by  floods  and  droughts, 
well,  too  bad. 

So  carpe  diem\  If  you  find  hot  wa- 
ter, T-bone  steaks,  and  incandescent 
lighting  essential  to  your  livelihood, 
you  should  exploit  those  amenities 
while  they  last. 

Someone  will  suffer  the  conse- 
quences, but  clearly  it  won't  be  you. 


//AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  At  GORl 


Why  I  hate  Al  Gore 


Despite  its  popularity,  Al  Gore's  green  campaign  is  behind  the  times  and  leading  us  all  to  ruin. 


Afshin  Shahzamani 


With  the  great  success  of  An  Incon- 
venient Truth,  Al  Gore  has  attained 
saint-like  status  usually  reserved 
for  the  likes  of  Gandhi.  He  has  been 
crowned  the  ultimate  eco-warrior 
of  our  time.  Why  then  would  1  then 
say  something  as  inflammatory  as  "1 
hateAl  Gore?" 

■  The  answer:  Al  Gore  is  doing 
more  damage  to  the  environment 
than  George  W.  Bush. 

Al  Gore  comes  to  us  from  a  long 
line  of  good  people  with  good  inten- 
tions who  inadvertently  do  great 
harm.  Do  you  remember  the  quaint 
tradition  of  "Earth  Day?"  It  was  an 
opportunity  for  well-intentioned 
people  to  drive  their  SUVs  from  the 
suburbs  to  the  downtown  core  and 
celebrate  their  participation  in  mu- 


nicipal recycling  programs.  Al  Gore 
is  this  kind  of  guy,  and  here's  why. 

You  may  recall  that  before  Kyoto 
there  was  the  1992  Earth  Summit  in 
Rio.  Yet  over  the  last  20  years,  car- 
bon emissions  have  not  decreased 
globally.  In  fact  they  have,  unsur- 
prisingly, increased  at  roughly  the 
same  pace  as  that  of  global  eco- 
nomic growth.  The  pace  of  carbon 
emissions  will  continue  to  quicken, 
regardless  of  proclamations,  ac- 
cords or  agreements.  The  Chinese 
and  the  Indians  and  the  Brazilians 
and  everyone  else  want  a  share  of 
the  wealth  we  enjoy  in  the  West. 
They,  too,  want  to  live  in  air-condi- 
tioned houses,  drive  luxury  cars, 
and  eat  exotic  foods.  Who  among 
us  is  willing  to  give  up  these  luxu- 
ries? We  in  the  capitalist  West  have 
always  been  too  willing  to  sacrifice 


the  environment  for  ever  greater  ac- 
quisition of  wealth. 

Global  warming  has  happened, 
and  is  happening,  almost  entirely 
because  of  our  emissions  in  the 
West.  If  we  were  to  reduce  carbon 
dioxide  emissions  to  Kyoto  stan- 
dards, global  warming  would  likely 
continue  at  a  dangerous  pace  be- 
cause of  the  excess  carbon  dioxide 
remaining  in  the  atmosphere,  con- 
tinuing to  trap  the  sun's  rays.  The 
increased  carbon  emissions  from 
growing  economies  such  as  China's 
will  only  increase  the  rate  at  which 
global  warming  is  already  hap- 
pening. And  as  the  Artie  tundra's 
permafrost  melts  and  releases  its 
sequestered  methane,  the  pace  of 
global  warming  will  increase  again, 
far  beyond  what  we  humans  could 
achieve  with  cars  and  trucks. 

We  are  well-intentioned,  but  we 
never  seem  to  get  it  right.  It  is  far 
too  late  for  meagre  efforts  like  the 
Kyoto  Protocol.  It  is  time  to  accept 
that  global  warming  is  irreversible 
and  start  to  come  up  with  a  plan 
to  cope.  Discussions  about  curbing 
global  warming,  as  found  in  Gore's 
documentary,  misdirect  the  dis- 
course to  useless  efforts  that  take 
precious  time  and  resources  away 
from  determining  what  we  must  do 
to  adapt  to  a  hotter  globe.  If  we  fol- 
low his  lead,  this  well-intentioned 
man  will  help  cause  the  death  of  bil- 
lions of  people. 

George  Bush,  who,  unlike  Al  Gore, 
has  a  pathological  lack  of  good  in- 
tentions, is  actually  doing  some- 
thing effective  about  global  warm- 

SEE  'GORE'-PG  10 


Dear  Mr.  (Vice)  President: 

It  has  been  six  long  years  since 
your  leadership  helped  bring 
about  the  biggest  economic 
expansion  in  our  history,  and 
America  was  looked  up  to  as  a 
powerful  force  for  peace  in  the 
world.  1  am  just  an  average  citi- 
zen trying  to  get  this  message  to 
you:  Please  run  for  president. 

Ironically,  your  2000  run  for  of- 
fice was  hindered  by  an  apathetic 
public  lulled  by  the  ease  of  the 
times.  Too  many  Americans,  my- 
self included,  were  made  compla- 
cent in  part  by  the  peaceful  and 
prosperous  era  that  the  smart, 
responsive  Clinton-Gore  team 
delivered.  You  ran  with  class  and 
won,  but  rabid  ideologues  lever- 
aged control  of  the  government 
and  abused  it  arrogantly,  with 
horrible  results.  You  handled 
the  Supreme  Court's  dark  deci- 
sion with  honour,  and  then  went 
about  the  business  of  trying  to 
preserve  our  planet  for  humanity. 

The  announced  candidates  for 
the  Democratic  leadership  are 
admirable  people  and  fine  public 
servants,  but  the  job  they  are 
vying  for  is  the  one  for  which  you 
are  supremely  qualified.  Your  ex- 
perience and  record  of  achieve- 
ment outshines  the  other  candi- 
dates. Frankly,  the  country — and, 
indeed,  the  world — needs  you. 
More  precisely,  the  world  needs 
the  United  States  of  America  to 
be  led  by  someone  with  your  tal- 
ents, values,  integrity,  and  drive. 

2008  is  about  as  different  from 
2000  as  we  could  have  ever 
imagined.  After  what  this  current 
regime  has  wrought,  millions  like 
me  are  motivated  to  work  hard 


for  a  vast  improvement  in  the 
leadership  and  direction  of  our 
country. 

Everyone  loves  a  good  come- 
back story,  especially  when  there 
are  a  country  and  a  planet  that 
need  saving.  (No  pressure  here, 
AI.)  1  appreciate  and  salute  your 
amazing  efforts  in  working  to 
protect  our  environment.  Now, 
please  consider  that  the  position 
where  you  would  have  maximum 
impact  on  the  range  of  challenges 
we  face  is  as  our  next  president. 
We  need  a  sequel,  Al,  one  with  a 
happy  ending  this  time,  and  1  am 
not  talking  about  another  movie. 

Paul  Minor 
Powell,  OH 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE 


For  more  green  talk  ^ 
and  other  fascinating 
commentary,  go  to  www. 
thevarsity.ca. 

lOSHUAXIONG  calls  for  >\rea/ 
conservative  approach  to  the 
environment  (it  does  exist!), 
and  COREY  DAHL  says  it's  Time 
for  youth  to  hit  the  trenches 
and  show  the  old  folks  how  to 
save  the  planet. 

On  another  note,  PETER 
G'HAGAN  offers  a  pro-life 
defense  against  the  charge 
of  philosophical  weakness  in 
Pro-life's  true  face,  and  JOHN 
OIMOND  GIBSON  rails  against  the 
injustice  perpetrated  against 
Haiti's  Annette  "So  Ann" 
Auguste  in  More  harm  than 
good. 
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Diesel  ads  hardly  ^Global 
Warming  Ready' 


PARROTS  IN  VENICE!:  Diesel's  "Global  Warming  Ready"  ads  make  light  of  a  serious 
problem. 


Paul  Harrison 


Mount  Rushmore  half-submerged 
in  tfie  encroachiing  ocean.  The 
Eiffel  Tower  surrounded  by  lush 
jungle.  The  Great  Wall  of  China 
buried  in  sand.  These  worst-case 
scenarios  of  global  climate  change 
were  plastered  across  the  walls 
of  Union  Station  over  the  last  few 
weeks  in  Diesel's  latest  advertising 
campaign.  Against  the  background 
of  these  climate  catastrophes,  each 
image  features  airbrushed  models 


in  Diesel  clothing,  along  with  the 
slogan,  "Global  Warming  Ready." 

The  ad  campaign,  which  arrived 
in  Toronto  within  days  of  the  IPCC's 
recent  report  on  climate  change 
and  can  be  viewed  on  the  Diesel 
website,  sends  a  highly  ambigu- 
ous message.  On  the  one  hand,  the 
ads  point  out  the  problem  of  global 
warming.  On  the  other  hand,  all 
the  models  seem  entirely  uncon- 
cerned that  a  substantial  portion  of 
the  world  is  in  ruins.  Instead,  they 
seem  to  be  having  a  great  time. 


lounging  on  yachts  in  half-sunken 
Manhattan  or  frolicking  with  par- 
rots in  Venice.  Without  providing 
any  context,  the  subtle  undertone 
of  these  ads  is,  at  worst,  that  the 
results  of  global  warming  are  noth- 
ing to  worry  about,  and  may  even 
be  fun  and  glamorous. 

Diesel's  website  makes  a  half- 
hearted attempt  to  convey  some 
sense  of  the  climate  problem.  An  in- 
troductory video  gives  a  brief  run- 
down of  the  issue,  and  states  that 
global  warming  is  "a  bad  thing." 
Simplistic,  perhaps,  but  at  least  it's 
along  the  right  lines.  Elsewhere, 
Diesel  links  to  stopglobalwarming. 
org,  and  plugs  Al  Gore's  An  Incon- 
venient Truth.  In  a  section  called 
"Global  Warming:  What  Diesel 
People  Can  Do,"  Diesel  encourages 
us  to  walk  instead  of  drive,  turn  off 
lights,  unplug  electrical  devices 
that  aren't  in  use,  and  so  on. 

Diesel's  other  suggestioris,  unfor- 
tunately, range  from  flippant  to  actu- 
ally counterproductive.  "Have  sex," 
they  tell  us,  to  keep  warm  and  cut 
down  on  heating  bills.  And  a  more 
egregious  piece  of  misinformation: 
"Research  has  shown  that  flatulent 
cows  give  off  damaging  methane 
gases  when  they  fart."  Their  pro- 
posed solution?  Eat  more  steak! 
But  this  is  precisely  the  opposite 
of  the  actual  solution,  since  eating 
beef  only  encourages  the  farming 
of  cattle,  thereby  increasing  the 
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A  climate  change  in 
our  national  identity 


Mathew  Katz 


It  never  fails.  Every  time  I  meet  some- 
one new,  and  half  the  time  I  talk  with 
friends,  the  weather  inevitably  comes 
up.  Whether  it's  a  brief  mention  or  a 
whole  conversation,  we  Canadians 
love  to  discuss  what's  going  on  out- 
side. Sometimes  we  complain  that  it's 
far  too  cold,  while  other  times  we're 
pleasantly  surprised  by  a  nice  snowfall. 
Regardless,  there's  something  innately 
Canadian  about  caring  a  bit  too  much 
about  the  weather. 

Winter  in  particular  has  always  been 
an  essential  part  of  the  Canadian  iden- 
tity. There's  a  reason  we're  called  "The 
Great  White  North,"  after  all.  Literary 
figures  such  as  Northrop  Frye  or  the  in- 
escapable Margaret  Atwood  insist  that 
a  Canadian  is  simply  someone  who's 
struggling  against  the  harsh  strength 
of  a  really  bad  winter.  Such  notions  re- 
call the  founding  of  this  country,  when 
a  settler's  biggest  fear  was  a  horrible 
snowstorm  and  ice,  which  were  at  that 
time  pretty  much  a  death  sentence. 

Despite  the  alarm  when  winter  ar- 
rives— particularly  in  this  city,  where 
our  memory  for  weather  seems  to  last 
about  six  months — Canadians  like  to 
believe  that  we're  survivors,  skilled  at 
braving  our  tough  climate.  Whether 
it's  massive  rainstorms  in  BC,  massive 
snowstorms  in  Alberta,  or  significantly 
less  snowfall  in  Toronto,  we  are  sure  to 
endure — and  complain.  It's  what  we 
do. 

Over  the  past  few  months,  though, 
the  weather  has  been  a  hot  topic  for 
a  different  reason:  this  winter,  It  went 
berserk.  We  in  Toronto  expected  snow 
and  got  warm  temperatures,  which 
didn't  seem  so  bad.  Vancouver,  of  all 
places,  got  more  snow  than  it's  had  to 


deal  with  in  years. 

We  expect  to  have  to  fight  against  the 
great  enemy  that  is  the  weather  every 
year.  Each  January,  winter  is  supposed 
to  come  to  Toronto  in  blinding  force. 
When  this  doesn't  happen,  we're  left 
confused — and  maybe  a  little  scared. 
We  enjoyed  the  wanner  weather  ear- 
lier this  year,  but  many  of  us  also  had 
a  nagging  feeling  of  guilt  at  the  back 
of  our  minds.  Personally,  I'm  terri- 
fied that  I  was  able  to  walk  to  my  New 
Year's  greasy  spoon  brunch  wearing  a 
T-shirt. 

As  you  can  read  about  elsewhere  in 
this  issue,  the  environmental  repercus- 
sions of  global  warming  and  climate 
change  look  to  be  disastrous.  But  what 
about  the  cultural  repercussions?  Deal- 
ing with  the  Canadian  climate  is  a  quint- 
essentially  Canadian  trial.  The  changes 
in  weather  patterns  wrought  by  global 
warming  have  dominated  the  news  and 
left  us  feeling  as  helpless  and  confused 
as  my  grandfather  at  a  hip-hop  con- 
cert. 

Without  sub-zero  temperatures  and 
shimmering  white  snow  (and  the  slush 
that  comes  soon  afterward),  what  will 
we  have  to  complain  about?  Winter  is 
not  only  one  of  the  things  we  use  to 
define  ourselves  (and  this  year,  even 
those  hippies  in  Vancouver  got  to  join 
in),  it's  also  an  essential  part  of  how 
we  are  viewed  by  other  countries.  Not 
that  everyone  sees  us  as  igloo-dwelling 
hosiers,  but  snow  certainly  factors  into 
an  outsider's  idea  of  Canada.  Like  it  or 
not,  a  cold  winter  forms  the  foundation 
of  our  national  identity,  and  complain- 
ing about  said  winter  is  a  key  building 
block. 

We'd  better  act  soon,  folks.  Other- 
wise this  Great  White  North  may  not  be 
so  great,  or  white,  much  longer. 


2007-08  HART  HOUSE  STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Congratulations  to  these  student  leaders  who  will  lead  student  life  at  Hart  House 


ART 

Niya  Bajaj  NEW  III 
Clayton  Book  TRIN  I 
Mary  Ailccn  Burns  VIC  IV 
Erika  De  Treitas  PINE  ARTS  I 
Tai  Lee  UC  111 
Jennifer  Lockie  VIC  II 
Marie  Nazar  WDW IV 
Jcongmin  Park  ENG  III 
FJisa  Pelaia  WDW  II 
Cindy  Sinclair  WDW  IV 
Sarah  Stanners  SCS  /// 

HOUSE 

lonathan  Bright  UC  III 
Sarah  ingimundson  TRIN  III 
Vandana  Kattar  SMC  III 
)i  In  Kim  SMC  /// 
Nicola  Langille  VIC  II 
Raymond  Moon  VIC  II 
Geoff  Oakham  VIC  III 
Sanjeetha  Raveendran  VIC  IV 
Duri  Song  SMC  /// 
Robert  Steel  WDW  IV 
CorinaWong  UC  III 


HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

416.978.2452  www.harthouse.ca 


SOCIAL  JUSTICE 

Pratima  Arapokota  TRIN  II 
Emilia  Batellas  MUSIC  II 
Shcryl  Johnson  VIC  II 
Sahar  Kazranian  VIC  I 
junia  Kim  VIC  II 
Stephanie  N'ishi  TRIN  11 
Nam  Pham  VIC  III 
Camillc  Sahula  UC  I 
Andrew  Seo  INN  II 
Deana  Toner  TRIN  II 
SaraYun  TRIN  II 

DEBATES 

Meredith  Beales  SGS  I 
Erin  Fitzgerald  VIC  I 
Mitchell  Gerskup  UC  // 
Geoffrey  Lcgault  UC  II 
Alexander  Levy  UC  II 
Richard  Lizius  ENC  III 
Byoung  Jun  Park  UC  /V 
Benjamin  Schachter  MUSIC  I 
Gavaskcr  Sivaskandarajah  UC  /V 
Paul-Erik  Veel  LAW  I 
Ying  Chen  (Joshua)  Xing  UC  / 
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FARM 

Ausma  Ahmed  NEW  II 

David  Berliner  VIC  II 

IvyLcc  UC// 

Joel  Loughhead  NEW  III 

Katie  Mann  UC  IV 

MD  Shafiqur  Rahman  TRIN  III 

Lindsey  Van  De  Keere  SMC  // 

Bci  Wang  SCS  // 

Mitchell  Wong  VIC  II 

Nancy  Zhao  NEWV 

FINANCE 

Tara  Beheshti  WDW  II 
Adam  Kowaiczewski  VIC  III 
Jasvinder  Pandher  TRIN  I! 
Hajira  Razzak  VIC  III 
Rebecca  Chunping  Shen  WDW  III 
David  Walker  VIC  ill 
EmiiieWong  SMC  II 
Kelvin  Yuen  UC  II 

LIT  &  LIB 

Corrine  Aberdeen  VIC  I 
Veronika  Bryskiewicz  SMC  IV 
Sara  Crowther  WDW  I 
Cristlna  Dolcetti  SMC  IV 


Ramja  Jegatheesan  VIC  III 
Celia  Schmidt  TRIN  I 
AlyaShafi  UTSClll- 
Wendy  Shen  VIC  IV 
Peter  Steiner  INN  III 

MUSIC 

Robin  Chan-Kent  ARTS  IV 
Han  Lin  UC  / 
Julia  Lo  VIC  II 
Rodolfo  Silva  Mera  UTM  /// 
Ngai-Yue  Mimi  Mok  WDW  III 
Naina  Shikarpun  NEW  IV 
Nikko  Torres  VIC  11 
YutungZhao  WDW  II 

RAC 

Andrea  Kokorovic  UC  /// 
Daisy  Singia  VIC  IV 
Payam  Zarin  UC  // 

THEATRE 

Maureen  Gualtieri  VIC  IV 
MattMcGeachy  VIC  II 
Shawn  Mitchell  TRIN  IV 
Lindsay  Tsuji  NEW  III 
Kristin  Wilson  WDW  III 


IT  S  NEVER  TOO  LATE  TO  GET  INVOLVED 
AT  YOUR  STUDENT  CENTRE! 

Questions??  Call  416.978.8400  or  e-mail:  laney.marshall@utoronto.ca 
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Is  the  debate  actually  over? 


Cam  Vidler 

ASSOCIATE  COMMENT  EDITOR 


"The  debate  is  over."  At  least  this  is 
the  mainstream  consensus  regard- 
ing human-induced  global  warm- 
ing. The  global  political  centre  has 
shifted,  with  formerly  skeptical 
world  leaders  like  John  Howard, 
Stephen  Harper,  and  even  George 
W.  Bush  acknowledging  these  popu- 
lar concerns.  A  growing  number  of 
authoritative  reports,  including  the 
recent  Intergovernmental  Panel  on 
Climate  Change,  generally  confirm 
that  the  earth  is  warming,  probably 
due  to  human  activity,  a  view  most 
environmental  scientists  have  held 
for  a  long  time. 

But  should  the  discussion  end 
here?  What  do  we  know  for  sure? 
What  are  the  next  steps?  Can  we 
really  "stabilize"  the  climate?  If  so, 
what  policies  should  we  pursue,  and 
who  will  bear  the  costs? 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  debate  is 
far  from  over.  Identifying  the  prob- 
lem was  hard  enough;  implementing 
a  political  solution  won't  be  any  eas- 
ier. And  unlike  the  scientists,  who 
can  arrive  at  their  conclusions  via 
tidy  computer  models,  politicians 
must  wade  through  muddy  pools  of 
ideological  and  economic  interests. 

As  with  any  serious  policy  issue, 
understanding  and  defining  global 
climate  change  is  essential.  Accord- 
ing to  the  IPCC,  it  is  anywhere  from 
"likely"  to  "virtually  certain"  that 
the  current  trend  of  rising  tempera- 
tures and  extreme  weather  activity 
will  continue  throughout  the  21st 
century.  They  are  less  certain  about 
what  is  causing  this,  stating  that  it 


is  "more  likely  than  not"  to  "likely" 
that  humans  have  only  contributed 
to  these  phenomena,  let  alone  been 
the  sole  cause.  Despite  these  lin- 
gering uncertainties,  however,  it  is 
fair  to  assume  that  massive  human 
emissions  of  carbon  dioxide  lead 
to  higher  temperatures.  So,  what's 
next? 

David  Suzuki  and  fellow  enviro- 
warriors  like  Al  Gore  have  called  on 
world  governments  to  implement 
strict  policies  that  would  reduce 
emissions  to  a  level  that  will  "stabi- 
lize" the  global  climate  and  prevent 
catastrophes.  Put  that  way,  tfie  strat- 
egy sounds  tempting. 

But  stabilizing  the  climate,  let 
alone  reversing  global  warming,  is 
not  easy  and  according  to  some, 
may  be  futile.  Fred  Michel,  a  pro- 
fessor of  environmental  science  at 
Carleton  University  and  self-pro- 
fessed environmentalist,  believes 
that  stabilizing  the  climate  is  "sheer 
fantasy,"  and  that  the  climate  will 
continue  to  change  "no  matter  what 
we  do."  Even  the  IPCC  report  states 
that  "warming  and  sea  level  rise 
would  continue  for  centuries... even 
if  greenhouse  gas  concentrations 
were  to  be  stabilized." 

Instead  of  wasting  efforts  trying 
to  manage  something  we  can't  con- 
trol, Michel  thinks  we  should  make 
adapting  to  climate  change  our 
priority,  while  focusing  on  aspects 
of  the  environment  that  we  under- 
stand better,  like  biodiversity,  urban 
sprawl,  and  localized  pollution. 

But  simply  encouraging  humans  to 
adapt  won't  satisfy  the  millions  who 
thirst  for  a  plan  that  will  save  them 
from  the  perceived  environmental 


apocalypse.  The  recent  media  hype, 
reminiscent  of  the  fear-monger- 
ing  after  9/11,  has  prompted  even 
the  most  level-headed  politicians 
and  citizens  to  call  for  over-the-top 
measures  to  curb  greenhouse  emis- 
sions. Just  look  at  the  enthusiasm 
and  ease  with  which  the  NDP,  Lib- 
erals, and  Bloc  Quebecois  recently 
passed  populist  legislation  requir- 
ing the  Canadian  government  to 
meet  the  original  targets  stipulated 
under  Kyoto. 

Many  see  this  united  action  as  a 
bold  move  forward,  but  forget  that 
to  meet  these  arbitrary  targets, 
Canada  would  have  to  eliminate  the 
equivalent  emissions  of  all  of  Ontar- 
io's coal-fired  power  plants,  all  its 
auto  plants,  and  the  whole  tar  sands 
of  Alberta  within  four  years!  These 
goals  will  mean  huge  trade-offs  for 
Canadians,  without  any  real  prom- 
ise of  stabilizing  the  climate.  But  that 
doesn't  mean  everybody  loses. 

The  subsidies  promised  to  so- 
called  "green"  industries  will  help 
line  the  pockets  of  favoured  special 
interests.  Environmentalism  is  the 
new  lobbying  craze  in  Ottawa  and 
Washington,  leading  to  legislation 
and  spending  for  the  best  organized 
groups,  not  the  best  ideas.  Millions 
of  taxpayer  dollars  are  going  to  cor- 
porate agriculture  giants — or  ac- 
cording to  politicians,  "farmers" — to 
produce  ethanol  fuel  from  grains. 
But  not  only  is  ethanol  an  inefficient 
way  to  reduce  emissions,  its  produc- 
tion has  been  causing  over-farming 
and  high  grain  prices.  In  Mexico  for 
example,  many  poor  have  been  hit 
by  a  threefold  increase  in  the  price  of 
corn,  their  staple  food,  since  demand 


for  the  crop  increased  substantially 
due  to  U.S.  ethanol  subsidies.  Not 
addressing  possible  side-effects  like 
these  leads  to  irresponsible  public 
policy.  We  need  to  question  whether 
governments  can  achieve  such  com- 


prehensive social  goals  without  sac- 
rificing their  integrity. 

It  is  not  enough  for  us  to  listen  to 
Al  Gore  and  give  the  government  a 
blank  cheque  for  our  future.  Despite 
what  the  doomsday  scientists  say, 
we  have  time  to  examine  the  issues 
and  weigh  the  costs  and  benefits  of 
different  policies.  It  is  especially  im- 
portant that  we  encourage  healthy 
skepticism,  or  else  rational  public 
debate  will  continue  to  be  tainted  by 
an  environmental  McCarthyism  that 
confuses  concerned  citizens  with 
Exxon  Mobil  lackeys. 


Travelling  This  Summer? 


•  Canada's  lowest  airfares 
for  students 

•  Exclusive  selection  of 
student  travel  options 

It's  that  simple. 


Seriously,  for  your  travels  this  coming  summer  you  really  should 
come  to  us  first.  After  all,  you  do  own  us  and  we've  been  doing  this 
for  over  35  years  so  we  really  know  our  stuff.  Most  importantly  we 
will  save  you  money  and  can  offer  you  a  selection  of  student  focused 
products  that  no  one  else  can  touch.  Humbly  put,  we  are  pretty 
damn  good.  Come  and  see  for  yourself. 


187  College  St  (416)  979-2406 

UTSC  Student  Centre  Suite  149 
(416)  283-0009 

UTM  Student  Centre,  East  Wing 
(90S)  820-1162 


SIIRAVELGUTS 

Canada'5  Student  Travel  Experts 

www.travelcuts.com 

1-888-FLY-CUTS  (359-2887) 


Hart  House  Theatre  and  Theatre  Erindale  present 

THIRTEEN  HANDS 

"At  that  table,  f  knew  exactly  where  I  was..." 

by  Carol  Shields 

■^^^^B  Directed  by 

^  IjHrr      RON  CAMERON-LEWIS 

R>  ^^IP"^  Original  Music  by 

ERINDALE        CHRISTOPHER  DAWES 


MARCH  8-  10,  2007 

Thurs  to  Sat  8pm  &  Sat  2pm 

student  tickets  only  $12 


WWW.HARTHOUSETHEATRE.CA 
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BOX  OFFICE 


prj.  ntworKS 


METCALF  PffC^ 
FOUNDATION 


^.IGMTING 


10  TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  27, 2007 


VARSITY  COMMENT 


opinions@thevarsity.ca 


'GORE' -CONTINUED  FR0MPG7 

ing:  he  is  fortifying  America  with 
great  big  fences  and  open-concept 
prisons.  Don't  be  shocked  at  the 
suggestion  that  homeland  security 
is  about  more  than  just  terrorism. 
The  proposed  walls  along  the  Mexi- 
can and  Canadian  borders  and  the 
increased  scrutiny  of  travelers  and 
cargo  at  airports  and  seaports  is 
as  much  about  controlling  human 
movement  as  it  is  about  keeping  ter- 
rorists out. 

Consider  the  effects  of  global 
warming  on  the  world  and  people 
within  it.  Sea  levels  will  rise,  sub- 
mersing costal  cities  around  the 
world,  and  huge  portions  of  the 
world's  population  will  be  forced  to 
migrate  to  cities  that  are  not  sub- 
mersed. The  rising  sea  levels  will 
result  in  a  marked  decline  in  coastal 
fish  stocks,  leading  untold  millions 
of  people  to  migrate  to  where  food 
is  available.  Precipitation  patterns 
will  change,  cutting  off  fresh  water 
to  large  sections  of  our  planet.  And 
the  frequency  and  intensity  of  ex- 
treme weather  will  increase,  with 
much  of  the  population  being  left 
ineligible  for  insurance. 

Who  will  be  most  adversely  affect- 
ed by  global  warming — Bangladesh- 
is or  Americans?  Where  will  global 
warming  refugees  seek  refuge,  Sri 
Lanka  or  the  European  Union?  How 
many  billion  people  are  we  willing 
to  sacrifice  to  maintain  our  comfort- 
able Western  lifestyles?  The  discus- 
sion we  need  to  engage  in  now  is 
how  Canada  can  accommodate  a 
population  of  one  billion.  We  must 
determine  how  we  can  address  the 
challenge  of  global  warming  in  spite 
of  the  dual  banes  of  nationalism  and 
racism  that  exist  in  our  world. 

Why,  then,  is  the  discourse  lim- 
ited to  exhortations  to  use  flores- 
cent  light  bulbs?  Will  our  well-in- 
tentioned efforts  to  reverse  global 
warming  ease  our  conscience  as  bil- 
lions die  at  our  gates?  Will  we  shrug 
our  shoulders  and  say,  "I  tried.  I  did 
my  part?" 

Al  Gore,  please  make  a  movie 
about  how  America  intends  to  deal 
with  global  warming  refugees,  and 
how  it  should  be  dealing  with  them. 
This  is  a  moral  and  an  ethical  issue 
that  truly  deserves  our  attention. 


'DIESEL' -CONTINUED  FROM  PG8 

amount  of  methane  produced  and 
propagating  unsustainable  farming 
practices. 

It  is  clear  that  Diesel  is  far  less 
concerned  with  fomenting  political 
activism  and  lifestyle  change  than 
they  are  with  selling  their  brand.  As 
far  as  corporate  social  campaigns 
go,  this  attitude  is  hardly  surpris- 
ing, but  Diesel's  campaign  is  par- 
ticularly inept,  blatantly  self-inter- 
ested, and  woefully  uninformed. 

Corporations  truly  hoping  to 
promote  environmentalism  should 
start  by  adopting  sustainable 
practices  themselves.  By  doing  so 
they  not  only  help  make  the  world 
a  better  place,  but  often  improve 
their  own  profitability,  as  hordes 
of  environmentally-conscious  con- 
sumers switch  to  their  brands.  For 
example,  in  2004  the  International 
Coffee  Organization  reported  two 
years  of  increased  sales  (ranging 
from  seven  to  25  per  cent)  by  ven- 
dors providing  Fair  Trade  coffee,  at 
a  time  when  average  global  coffee 
sales  only  increased  by  one  to  two 
per  cent. 

If  Diesel  is  ready  to  do  their  part, 
they  should  make  it  clear  what  mea- 
sures they  are  taking  to  fight  global 
warming.  Something  as  simple  as 
providing  more  and  better  infor- 
mation on  their  website  would  be  a 
step  in  the  right  direction. 

But  if  they  are  not  prepared  to  be 
part  of  the  solution,  they  have  no 
business  trivializing  the  problem. 


Focus  on  your 
e-possibilities 


Bachelor  of  Applied  Business 

e-Business 
Degree 


Ijl*  HUMBER 

The  Business  School 


Learn  from  industry  professionals 
Gain  real-world  business  skills 
Experience  a  four-month  paid  work  term 
Obtain  a  four-year  specialized  degree 
Have  the  freedom  to  pick  and  choose 

For  additional  details  on  this  unique  degree: 

Edmund  Baumann.  Program  Coordinator 
416.675.6622.  ext.  3337 
edmund.baumann@humber.ca 

www.buslness.humber.ca 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want  to 

tackle  Ae 
tough  stuff' 


Meet  Heather. 

To  get  the  specialized  skills  and  field  experience  that 
would  get  her  connected  in  HR,  Heather  earned  her 
Postgraduate  Certificate  in  Human  Resources  from 
Humber  in  only  2  semesters.  She  now  works  as  an 
HR  Representative  in  the  Health  Care  industry. 
We  think  she'll  manage  just  fine. 

Human  Resources,  Postgraduate  Certificate 
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attendarice  at  a  college  or  university  durrng  2006  or  (li)  a  valid  high  school  identification  card.  Expires  July  31,  2007.  Valid  only  at  participating  H&R  Block  locations  in  Canada,  "NO  PURCHASE  NECESSARY  TO  ENTER  OR  WIN. 
Puichasc  of  HSR  Block  products  or  senses  will  not  Inaeasc  chances  of  winning.  Begins  2/1/07  and  ends  5/15/07.  Open  to  legal  residents  of  Canada  (excluding  Quebec  residents)  who  are  13  oi  older  and  were  full-time  students 
lor  lair  a  more  mrxitfis  during  2006  al  a  high  ^hool,  t ulk-gr'  hi  uiiivoisily  Thwr  will  be  1  unrkim  di,jw  lo  award  llw  pii^e.  Skill  Krsling  qucslioii  icfiuircd  foi  jwaid  ol  pri/c  Scf;  vww.nxkwilhblof k.i  a  for  0lliri.il  Rite  .md  how 
to  play  without  pi»chase  OrWs  nf  winning  vaiy  based  on  participation.  Void  in  Quebec  and  where  prohibited. 


The  Varsity 


TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  27, 2007  11 


The  University  of  Toronto,  Canada's  most  prestigious 
university,  owns  tine  University  of  Toronto  Press. 

In  its  mission  statement,  the  U  of  T  Press  sees  its 
purpose  as  "advancing  the  University  of  Toronto's  role 
as  Canada's  leading  institution  of  liiglier  education  and 
enhancing  its  stature." 

Apparently,  they  think  the  way  to  do  this  is  to  force 
their  part-time  warehouse  workers  to  live  in  poverty. 

Right  now,  these  employees  earn  just  $9.36  an  hour, 
with  no  benefits.  Many  of  them  need  to  hold  down 
two  or  three  jobs,  just  so  their  families  can  survive. 
Meanwhile,  their  counterparts  at  the  U  of  T  earn  more 
than  $13  an  hour. 

In  the  current  contract  negotiations,  these  workers  are 
asking  for  a  modest  increase  to  $10  an  hour  plus  benefits. 
But  the  U  of  T  Press  is  refusing  to  agree. 

Part-time  workers  at  the  U  of  T  Press  need  your  help. 

Please  contact: 

U  of  T  President,  David  Naylor 

416.978.4163 

president@utoronto.ca 

U  of  T  Press  President,  John  Yates 

416.978.2239 

jyates@utpress.utoronto.ca 
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Tell  them  that  fair  wages  and  benefits 
are  not  a  lot  to  ask  for. 


A  message  from  CURE  Local  3261 
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The  Earth  is  his  calling 

Created  by  U  of  T  undergrad  Michael  Manulak,  Greenpower's  novel  approach  to  activism 

links  tackling  poverty  with  saving  the  environment 


J. p.  Antonacci 

VARSITY  STAFF 


One  Sunday  afternoon  over  five  years 
ago,  Michael  Manulak's  father  called 
him  into  the  family  room  to  see  a 
wildlife  program  on  TV.  Manulak, 
at  the  time  an  OAC  student  living  in 
Etobicoke,  left  his  MSN  conversation 
window  open  and  went  downstairs. 

He  was  soon  left  dumbfounded 
by  the  sight  of  an  emaciated  polar 
bear  struggling  on  and  then  crash- 
ing through  thin  arctic  ice — another 
victim  of  global  warming.  The  polar 
bear  was  found  the  next  day,  the 
narrator  reported,  dead  from  starva- 
tion. 

In  that  instant,  Manulak's  goal  in 
life  became  clear 

"I  went  up  to  my  room,  and  I  cried 
my  eyes  out,"  he  recalled.  "It  dis- 
turbed me  so  much  that  we  knew  what 
the  problem  was,  yet  we  did  nothing. 
I  decided  then  that,  if  it  wasn't  go- 
ing to  be  me  that  would  change  the 
world,  no  one  else  would." 

To  bring  about  that  change  and 
help  combat  the  effects  of  global 
warming,  Manulak  formed  a  student 
environmental  group  in  the  fall  of 
2001.  He  named  the  group  Green- 
power,  and  its  first  meeting,  at  Mi- 
chael Power/St.  Joseph  High  School 
in  Etobicoke,  drew  five  students.  The 
second  drew  over  40.  Greenpower 
was  the  first  official  environmental 
group  at  Manulak's  high  school,  but 
the  interest  in  environmental  issues 
from  students  and,  increasingly,  staff 
had  been  there  all  along. 

Manulak  is  currently  completing 
his  fifth  year  of  an  undergrad  degree 
in  history  and  Canadian  foreign  pol- 
icy, and  he  has  remained  executive 
director  of  Greenpower  since  the 
group's  foundation.  He  formed  the 
U  of  T  chapter  soon  after  he  arrived 
at  St.  George  campus.  Greenpower 
is  now  a  full-fledged  non-profit  orga- 
nization that  encourages  and  facili- 
tates youth-led  environmental  initia- 
tives on  the  local  and  international 
level.  Group  activities  must  fulfill 
parallel  mandates  of  conservation 
and  education.  It  is  not  enough  for 
the  group  to  work  for  the  environ- 
ment, Manulak  believes,  unless  they 
are  also  making  younger  generations 
aware  of  the  issues  and  what  they 
can  do  to  help. 

Most  significantly  to  date,  Green- 
power has  opened  an  active  chapter 
in  India  and  is  working  on  a  unique 
campaign  to  save  the  Bengal  tiger 
while  helping  alleviate  poverty  in  the 
province  of  Orissa.  Heady  stuff  for  a 
group  that  just  celebrated  its  fifth  an- 
niversary last  October. 

The  road  to  India 

Five  years  ago,  Manulak  and  his  team 
couldn't  have  imagined  that  their 
organization  would  one  day  be  lead- 
ing an  international  project  in  India. 
Their  first  big  success  was  organiz- 
ing a  rally  outside  the  Eaton  Centre 
on  "Buy  Nothing  Day"  to  raise  aware- 
ness of  the  environmental  impact  of 
consumer  culture.  The  17-year-old 
leader  showed  some  pluck  by  going 
on  the  nightly  news  and  offering  an 
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Michael  Manulak,  U  of  T  student  and  executive  director  of  Greenpower  Canada,  gets  to  know  an  orphaned  elephant,  with  some  help  from 
the  staff  at  the  Similipal  Tiger  Reserve,  India.  Greenpower,  a  youth-led  environmental  charity,  is  working  to  save  the  Bengal  tiger  and 
build  schools  in  the  region. 


alternative  to  George  W.  Bush's  post- 
9/1 1  exhortation  to  keep  buying  and 
help  defeat  terrorism. 

Greenpower  organized  its  first 
Earth  Day  educational  conference 
for  high  school  students  in  April, 
2002,  attracting  delegates  from 
as  far  away  as  Stratford  and  Sault 
Sainte  Marie.  The  conference,  which 
pursues  Greenpower's  mandate  to 
educate  and  empower  youth,  has 
grown  bigger  and  more  varied  over 
the  organization's  five-year  history, 
with  last  year's  being  held  in  council 
chambers  at  Toronto  city  hall. 

After  graduating  from  high  school, 
Manulak  had  to  choose  whether  or 
not  to  keep  his  nascent  environmen- 
tal group  alive.  Inspired  by  the  dedi- 
cated team  of  friends  who  had  helped 
form  Greenpower  and  nurtured  its 
development,  he  opted  to  forge  on  at 
a  time  in  life  when  many  students  let 
prior  commitments  slide. 

"There  was  a  lot  of  enthusiasm 
in  myself  and  others  to  keep  it  go- 
ing. The  group  has  become  a  close 
group  of  friends,  and  it's  a  lot  of  fun," 
he  said.  Manulak  admits  that  since 
founding  it,  his  life  has  revolved 
around  Greenpower.  He  estimates 
he  puts  in  50-60  hours  a  week  as  ex- 
ecutive director,  sacrificing  free  time 
and  sleep  to  fulfill  his  dream  of  mak- 
ing a  difference.  "Everything  that  you 
do  should  try  to  be  in  line  with  your 
passion,  with  what  you're  trying  to 
accomplish,"  he  said. 

Second-year  neuroscience  stu- 
dent and  Greenpower  member  Linda 
Zhang  says  Manulak's  devotion  to 
his  cause  is  inspiring. 

"Michael's  really  down  to  earth, 
and  he  wants  to  make  a  difference. 
His  energy  is  infectious." 

Much  of  Manulak's  time  is  spent 
researching  the  issues,  meeting  with 
members  and  potential  donors,  and* 


organizing  events  and  campaigns. 
And  he  does  all  this  while  balancing 
a  part-time  academic  courseload  and 
a  side  job  as  a  receptionist. 

"(Being  executive  director)  has 
been  an  absolute  disaster  from  a 
financial  perspective,"  Manulak 
laughs. 

The  payoff  comes  through  empow- 
ering other  young  people  to  work 
for  the  environment.  People  like  Tri- 
cia  Kennedy,  a  first-year  student  at 
Victoria  College,  who  joined  Green- 
power at  the  clubs  fair  during  Orien- 
tation Week,  and  was  elected  Secre- 
tary/Treasurer earlier  this  year. 

"So  many  people  sign  up  [for 
clubs]  and  nothing  happens,"  Ken- 
nedy said.  "But  we  don't  have  to  wait 
around  for  Superman  to  affect  some 
sort  of  local  and  global  change.  I've 
seen  how  powerful  a  group  of  com- 
mitted individuals  can  be." 

After  the  move  to  U  of  T,  Green- 
power's membership  expanded  to 
include  students  from  other  uni- 
versities, and  a  board  of  directors 
(made  up  of  lawyers,  politicians, 
and  business  leaders)  was  founded 
to  provide  guidance  to  the  emerging 
NGO.  Board  members  have  included 
MPs  Ruby  Dhalla  and  Peggy  Nash, 
former  Toronto  One  anchor  Ben 
Chin,  Toronto  Zoo  CEO  Calvin  White, 
and  Glen  Grunwald,  formerly  of  the 
Toronto  Board  of  Trade. 

Dr  Barbara  J.  Falk,  a  professor  at 
the  Canadian  Forces  College  who 
once  taught  Manulak  at  U  of  T,  spoke 
about  global  warming  at  Greenpow- 
er's 2003  Earth  Day  conference  at  the 
behest  of  her  former  student. 

Falk  found  the  experience  quite 
impressive,  mostly  due  to  Manulak's 
commitment.  "Mike  has  the  respect 
of  his  colleagues,  of  the  young  people 
he  has  brought  together,"  said  Falk. 
"He  is  a  good  leader  for  the  21st  cen- 


tury" in  that  "he  can  guide  and  moti- 
vate others  by  his  own  example." 

Save  the  tiger,  save  the  village 

Greenpower's  first  foray  Into  interna- 
tional projects  came  about  thanks 
to  a  personal  choice  and  some  pro- 
fessional analysis.  "We  wanted  to 
do  something  for  tigers,"  Manulak 
recalls,  adding  that  95  per  cent  of 
the  world's  tigers  had  died  during 
the  20th  century.  Tigers  now  num- 
ber less  than  500  worldwide,  which, 
when  compared  to  the  approximate- 
ly 30,000  African  lions  (a  species  also 
considered  declining)  alive  today, 
illustrates  how  dire  the  tigers'  situa- 
tion is. 

Manulak  was  also  looking  for  a  re- 
gion in  the  world  where  no  organiza- 
tion had  gone  before,  so  he  could  im- 
plement a  new  kind  of  environmental 
project  he  had  been  working  out  for 
some  time. 

Traditionally,  aid  organizations 
either  help  local  populations  at  the 
expense  of  the  environment,  or  vice 
versa.  Goats  are  brought  into  a  vil- 
lage, for  example,  to  provide  food 
and  income  for  villagers,  but  they  eat 
all  the  grass,  starving  other  species. 
Or,  conversely,  forests  are  declared 
off-limits  to  conserve  the  ecosystem, 
and  people  freeze  because  they  are 
left  without  firewood. 

Manulak  and  his  team  of  research- 
ers, including  close  friends  and  fel- 
low U  of  T  students  John  Howell  and 
Adrian  Morson,  spent  months  trying 
to  find  a  way  to  turn  the  "either/or" 
approach  into  a  "both/and." 

"We  all  became  conservation  bi- 
ologists for  a  summer,"  said  Manu- 
lak. After  gathering  lots  of  data  and 
comparing  the  approaches  of  many 
different  NGOs,  the  study  group  fi- 
nally crafted  Greenpower's  "Tiger 


Conservation  and  Poverty  Allevia- 
tion" model,  which  sees  addressing 
local  poverty  as  inextricably  linked 
to  helping  the  tiger  population. 

The  group  quickly  realized  that 
such  a  dual-focused  approach  had 
never  been  tried  before.  They  chose 
the  Orissa  province  of  West  Bengal, 
India,  as  the  place  to  test  their  new 
model. 

"Orissa  was  a  really  amazing  place 
to  try  to  do  this,"  said  Manulak. 
"Largely,  it  was  being  neglected  by 
global  NGOs  and  the  poor  state  gov- 
ernment." Per  capita  income  is  70  per 
cent  less  than  the  Indian  average, 
added  Manulak,  and  malaria  and  in- 
fant mortality  levels  are  high. 

Besides  the  obvious  human  needs 
in  the  area,  the  region  was  also  ap- 
pealing to  Greenpower  because  of  a 
major  tiger  reserve,  known  as  Simili- 
pal, near  the  villages. 

After  getting  in  touch  with  various 
Indian  NGOs  working  in  the  prov- 
ince, the  group  learned  that  villag- 
ers were  forced  to  forage  for  wood 
to  build  cooking  fires  and  heat  their 
homes  because  they  could  not  afford 
fuel.  This  illegal  deforestation  of  the 
area  around  the  reserve  was  deplet- 
ing the  tigers'  natural  habitat,  and 
also  causing  the  eradication  of  their 
prey  species. 

Greenpower  worked  with  the  Pan- 
chayat,  or  governing  council,  in  the 
village  of  Chandanchaturi  to  try  and 
find  a  way  to  lessen  further  defores- 
tation. These  local  connections  were 
crucial  to  success,  said  Manulak. 
"We  sought  a  collaborative  manner 
of  developing  solutions." 

A  plan  to  install  biogas  units  to 
provide  a  clean-burning  alternative 
fuel  source,  ethanol,  was  deemed  ac- 
ceptable by  the  council,  and  Green- 
power India  was  formed  to  pursue 
the  acquisition  and  installation  of 
these  units. 

With  funding  secured  through  cor- 
porate donations  (including  a  large 
gift  from  the  Canadian  Autowork- 
ers  Union)  and  proceeds  from  "Ti- 
ger Runs"  held  at  local  parks  and  a 
touring  environmental  docu-drama 
theatre  performance  starring  Green- 
power members,  the  organization  in 
Toronto  was  able  to  fund  the  first  set 
of  biogas  units  for  the  village. 

Members  are  confident  that  their 
decision  to  go  global  was  the  right 
one,  said  Manulak. 

"There  was  a  time  we  decided  that 
what  we  were  doing  was  important, 
and  the  skills  we  brought  to  the  table 
were  important,  so  we  began  to  take 
the  work  very  seriously." 

Manulak  flew  to  India  in  early  2005 
to  meet  with  government  officials 
and  local  leaders,  plus  representa- 
tives from  various  partner  NGOs  to 
prepare  for  the  installation  of  the 
biogas  units.  Many  villagers  turned 
out  to  help  dig  trenches  and  witness 
the  event. 

"There  was  a  genuine  excitement, 
a  buzz  in  the  community,"  Manulak 
said,  remembering  the  joy  of  first 
seeing  a  blue  flame  in  Chandancha- 
turi, a  sign  that  the  units  were  hot 
enough  to  serve  as  fuel  for  heating 
homes  and  powering  ovens.  These 
units  would  not  only  help  preserve 
the  forest,  but  they  are  cleaner  and 
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safer  than  wood-  burning  stoves,  and 
the  village  women  would  not  need  to 
walk  to  and  from  the  forest  every  day 
to  gather  wood. 

Although  Manulak  made  the  trip 
to  India  alone  to  keep  costs  down, 
his  pictures  and  journal  entries  from 
his  stay  provided  inspiration  to  the 
members  back  home.  His  stories  of 
excitement  and  happiness  amid  what 
he  describes  as  "desperate  poverty" 
were  a  stark  contrast  to  Western  at- 
titudes toward  life. 

"[The  trips]  put  a  different  per- 
spective on  the  campaigns,  since  we 
see  the  situation  from  the  viewpoints 
of  people  we  are  helping,"  said  Zhang. 
Manulak  agrees. 

"In  North  America  you're  as  much 
defined  by  what  you  own  and  what 
you  can  buy.  But  in  Orissa,  you're  not 
being  judged  by  what's  in  your  drive- 
way, but  by  your  character." 

The  conservation  project  in  India 
is  closely  linked  to  Greenpower's 
school-building  campaign  in  the  re- 
gion. Though  it  may  seem  strange 
that  an  environmental  charity  is 
building  schools,  it's  all  part  of  their 
two-faceted  approach  to  activism.  In 
conjunction  with  REACH,  an  Indian 
NGO  that  promotes  education  for 
all  children,  especially  the  handi- 
capped, Greenpower  has  funded  the 
completion  of  one  school  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Pairadanga,  and  is  fundraising 
to  build  another  near  the  reserve.  If 
both  take  hold  and  are  successful, 
the  government  is  expected  to  take 
over  funding  and  maintenance  re- 
sponsibilities within  a  few  years. 

The  logic  of  building  schools  is 
that  educating  the  children  of  Orissa 
will  help  "break  the  cycle  of  poverty 
and  the  unsustainable  dependence 
on  the  ecosystem"  by  providing  con- 
servation alternatives  to  future  gen- 
erations, said  Manulak. 

Greenpower  and  REACH  have  writ- 
ten a  curriculum  entitled  "Education 
for  Sustainable  Development"  that 
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will  be  used  in  the  two  schools.  Ac- 
cording to  Manulak,  the  curriculum 
sets  out  to  educate  both  students 
and  their  elders  to  be  leaders  in 
conservation.  This  same  goal  also 
inspires  the  Earth  Day  conferences 
and  high  school  outreach  efforts  in 
Toronto. 

Manulak  is  clearly  proud  of  these 
schools.  "Planning  and  coordinating 
this  project  gives  me  a  reason  to  get 
up  in  the  morning,"  he  said.  "We  will 
absolutely  change  these  students' 
lives  and  improve  their  prospects." 

During  a  second  trip  made  one 
year  later  to  check  up  on  the  status 
of  the  school  and  the  biogas  units, 
Manulak  had  the  chance  to  tour  the 
tiger  reserve  and  get  up  close  and 
personal  with  wildlife  he  had  loved 
since  he  was  a  kid. 

This  visit  filled  him  with  new  en- 
ergy to  continue  his  work,  a  drive 
rooted  in  faith  that  comes  through  in 
one  entry  in  his  travel  diary: 

"As  a  young  Catholic,  I  feel  the  in- 
creased necessity  to  live  the  message 
of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi,  the  patron 
saint  of  ecology  and  wildlife.  Driving 
through  the  forests  of  India  this  week 
has  reinforced  a  sense  of  urgency  in 
our  faith  community's  call  to  action. ' 
We  should  be  guided  by  the  sacred 
balance,  harmony,  and  spirituality  of 
St.  Francis  as  we  live  with  future  gen- 
erations and  the  frailty  of  our  planet 
foremost  in  our  mind." 

Towards  a  green  future 

Greenpower  seeks  to  continue  fo- 
cusing on  education  as  a  way  to  pro- 
mote biodiversity  and  conservation 
by  creating  international  volunteer 
opportunities  for  Greenpower  mem- 
bers to  work  in  India.  The  group  has 
also  begun  to  provide  guidance  and 
micro-grants  to  high  school  environ- 
mental groups  that  submit  funding 
proposals  for  small-scale  projects  at 
their  schools. 


"Greater  community  outreach,  par- 
ticularly to  local  schools,  can  encour- 
age future  leaders  to  speak  up  and 
make  a  stand,"  said  Tricia  Kennedy  of 
Greenpower  at  U  of  T. 

With  many  of  the  original  members 
either  set  to  graduate  or  already  in 
grad  school,  Greenpower  is  poised 
for  "a  fundamental  transition"  this 
May,  said  Manulak.  Greenpower  has 
established  itself  as  a  U  of  T  group 
with  an  international  reach.  It's  a  per- 
fect fit  for  the  university,  says  Falk. 

"U  of  T  is  a  downtown  campus.  In 
fact,  it  is  an  inner-city  campus.  The 
environment  isn't  just  about  parks 
or  forests  or  saving  animals — in  To- 
ronto it's  the  garbage  problem,  or  air 
quality.  Students  living  downtown 
understand  this  challenge,"  she  said. 

She  encourages  the  group  to  take 
advantage  of  the  hub  of  "concentrat- 
ed governance"  near  the  downtown 
campus,  with  Queen's  Park,  city  hall, 
and  various  NGOs  and  think-tanks 
providing  "many  different  entry 
points"  to  engage  the  political  pro- 
cess and  effect  policy  change. 

Manulak  is  not  sure  how  long  he 
will  continue  to  head  the  group  he 
founded  over  five  years  ago.  He  will 
likely  be  going  out  of  town  for  grad 
school,  and  doesn't  want  to  disrupt 
the  new  core  of  volunteers  that  has 
emerged. 

Whether  he  stays  on  or  not,  he  can 
take  pride  in  the  fact  that  his  group's 
work  is  truly  making  a  difference. 

"I've  seen  it,"  he  stated  simply.  "Our 
work  is  a  reflection  of  the  idealism  of 
young  people  who  want  to  make  the 
world  a  better  place." 

For  more  on  Greenpower  Canada 
and  its  current  campaigns,  see  www. 
greenpowercanada.org.  To  meet  with 
members  and  learn  more  about  the 
group,  visit  the  Greenpower  booth  at 
the  Environmental  Careers  Expo  at 
Hart  House  on  Thursday,  March  1, 
from  10  a.m.-4  p.m. 


Top:  Greenpower  founder  Michael  Manulak  with  Mayor  David  Miller,  city  councillors  Adam 
Giambrone  and  Shelley  Carroll,  MP  Borys  Wrzesnewskyj,  and  the  participants  in  the  2004 
Tiger  Run  at  High  Park. 

Bottom :  Villagers  with  illegal  timber  from  the  Simillpal  Tiger  Reserve.  The  biogas  units 
Greenpower  installed  in  nearby  villages  provide  an  alternate  fuel  source  and  help  preserve 
the  tigers'  natural  habitat. 
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Vou  could    ^  3:30PM  -  8:3^M 

..n^cS  trip  (or  two  to  the  TELUS  World  Ski  &  Snowboard 
Festival  in  Wh'istler,  BC  (approx.  retad  value  $.S,2w-). 
Enter  on  site  at  the  Urban  Rail  Jam. 
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The  Varsity 


'1  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 
now  I  want  to 


stand  up 
for  the  public'' 


Meet  Andrew. 

To  build  on  his  education  and  gQt  the  sl<ill  set  employers 
were  looking  for,  Andrew  earned  his  Postgraduate  Certificate 
in  Public  Administration  from  Humber  in  only  3  semesters. 
He  now  works  for  the  Ministry  of  Community  and 
Social  Services.  We  think  he's  found  the  meaningful 
career  he  always  wanted. 

.Public  Administration,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want  to 

break  some  ^ 
boundaries" 


Meet  Sanjay. 

To  get  the  practical  knowledge  and  real  world  experience 
to  help  him  go  global,  Sanjay  earned  his  Postgraduate 
Certificate  from  Humber  in  International  Marketing  in  only 
2  semesters.  He  now  works  as  Director  of  Marketing  for  a 
major  Multinational  Food  Services  Management  company. 
We  think  he's  going  places. 

International  Marketing,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


(Q'  HUMBER 

Tlie  Business  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


(Q'  HUMBER 


The  Business  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


Enter  the  "CGA  Ontario 
One-Hour  Accounting 
Contest"  for  college 
and  university 
students  on 
March  23,  2007. 


LINE  UP  ONLINE  TO  WIN 
UP  TO  $5,000  IN  CASH. 

The  Certified  General  Accountants  of  Ontario  (CGA  Ontario)  invites  you  to  enter 
its  new  online  accounting  contest.  Rrst,  sign  up  at  www.cgaontario.org/contest 
cjnd  oblain  a  iisur  namti  tmd  password  for  the  conlesL  To  tiualify  for  the  compelilion, 
you  must  complete  this  task  by  Thursday,  March  22,  2007.  When  you  login  to 
complete  the  contest  you  must  choose  between  two  levels  of  difficully  to  test  your 
accounting  and  financial  skills.  This  step  must  be  done  before  3  p.m.  on  Friday, 
March  23,  2007.  (the  day  of  the  contest).  The  competition  begins  promptly  at 
4  p.m.  (on  Ihul  same  diiy)  and  lasts  for  one  hour.  Eligibitily  is  reslricled  lo 
students  currently  enrolled  at  an  Ontario  university  or  college. 

CHOOSE  YOUR  TIER  OF  CHALLENGE. 

Eligible  and  registered  students  ctoose  lietween  two  levels  of  difficulty;  iMth  tiers 
offer  cash  and  scholarship  prizes  (see  below).  Remember  to  choose  your  level  of 
difficult  carefully,  because  this  decision  could  earn  or  cost  you  the  win. 

A  REWARDING  EXPERIENCE. 

Tier  1:  Basic-  and  Intermediate-Level  Rnancial  Accounting  Questions 

Isl  place  =  $4,000  cash  and  a  scholarship  wortli  $5,000  towards 
the  CGA  program  of  professional  studies. 

2nd  place  =  $2,000  cash  and  a  scholarship  worth  $5,000  towards 
the  CGA  program  of  professional  studies. 

.3rd  place  =  $1 ,000  cash  and  a  scholarship  worth  $.^,000  towards 
the  CGA  program  of  professional  studies. 

Tier  2:  Intermediate-  and  Advanced-Level  Financial  Accounting  Qu^tions 

1st  place    $5,000  cash  and  a  scholarship  worth  $5,000  towards 
the  CGA  program  of  professional  studies. 

2nd  place  =  $3,000  cash  and  a  scholarship  worth  $5,000  towards 

the  CGA  program  of  professional  studies. 

3rd  place  -  $1,500  cash  and  a  scholarship  worth  $5,000 
towards  the  CGA  program  of  professional  studies.  ^ 

EVEN  MORE  INCENTIVE  TO  WIN. 

The  university  or  college  that  boasts  a  first-place  team  in 
either  tier  receives  a  donation  of  $5,000  from  CGA  Ontario 
awarded  lo  its  accourrling  departmi;nt. 

Additional  Information  about  the  format  of  the 
contest  and  tho  rules  and  regulations  is  available 
at  www.cgaontario.org/contest. 


CERTIFIED  GENERAL  ACCOUNTANTS  OF  ONTARIO 

CGA  Ontario 

416322-6520 

or  1  800  668  1454 

Help  Line                    E-mail  Websites 

416-.322-6520             \nfo('^i:,:,-j  Lini.jiio.org  www.namcyournoed.org 
or  1-800  242  9131                                       or  www.cgaontario.org 

Name  Your  Need 

0^ 

Teach  English 
Overseas 


*  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

®  Classroom  Management  Techniques 
''  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 
f  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 
9  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

*  Teacher  Placement  Service 

»  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 
«  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

J  Oxford 

.  SEMINARS 

416-924-3240I1-800-7J9-1J79 
www.oxfordseminars.com 


LSAT  MCATl 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars  i 


>  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

i  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

i  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

t  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

I  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

t  Free  Repeat  Policy 

'  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

'  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

41M2«240l1-l-778-1JI9 
www,oi(forclseminars.com 
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Breaking  the  ice 

Images  of  our  future  Arctic  haunt  Toronto 
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Jade  Colbert 


The  Canadian  north  has  long  been 
southern  Canada's  personal  vision  of 
an  alien  world.  Mythologized  as  the 
setting  for  perilous  exploratory  jour- 
neys of  self-discovery,  and  used  for 
our  claim  to  "the  True  North,  strong 
and  free,"  the  Arctic  is  nevertheless 
a  place  the  south  views  as  distinctly 
other 

Winnipeg  artist  Lynn  Richardson's 
installation,  "Inter-glacial  Free  Trade 
Agency.ca,"  currently  on  display  at 
YYZ,  exposes  the  danger  of  this  view 
by  visualizing  a  global-warming-rav- 
aged arctic  where  the  (currently  ice- 
bound) Northwest  Passage  is  open 
year-round.  In  Richardson's  bleak 
vision  of  an  unspecified  future,  the 
North  is  uninhabited,  but  is  decid- 
edly not  the  untouched  wilderness  we 
think  of  today. 

Amidst  a  flotsam  of  bubble  wrap 
and  broken  reflective  "NWP"  mark- 
ers (which  count  the  nautical  miles 
the  opened  Northwest  Passage  will 
save  on  shipping)  an  inflatable  canoe 
hangs  precariously  from  the  ceiling, 
empty  save  for  a  collection  of  minia- 
ture plush  diamante  reindeer.  All  is 
quiet  except  for  the  eerie  creak  of  the 
neon-lit,  Victorian-stylized  oil  jacks 
that  cast  a  bluish  glow  over  the  room 
and  offer  no  comfort.  Everything  but 
the  jacks  tilt  in  the  melting  ice,  creat- 
ing instead  a  sense  of  abandonment 
and  toxicity. 

The  show  is  timely,  as  a  flurry  of 
global  warming  reports  has  put  the 
Arctic  in  the  news  again.  This  show 


FRIGID  FUTURE?  This  art  installation  contemplates  an  alternate  Arctic. 


makes  art  of  the  news,  and  so  con- 
nects with  the  viewer  in  a  way  news 
often  can't.  If  this  were  a  show  simply 
about  pollution  or  globed  warming, 
it  would  be  easy  to  convey  the  main 
idea.  Throw  some  garbage  around! 
Photoshop  macaws  into  downtown 
Iqaluit! 

Rather  than  telling  us  what  we  al- 


ready know,  Richardson's  art  asks  us 
to  think  about  the  way  we  think.  In  "In- 
ter-glacial," we  are  dealing  with  the  un- 
Ccmny,  a  venture  into  the  otherworldly 
that  nevertheless  strikes  a  chord. 

On  the  one  hand,  "Inter-glacial" 
takes  aim  at  the  easy  target  of  laissez- 
faire  government  policies.  However, 
the  way  the  installation  interacts  with 


its  viewers  tells  another  story.  Those 
oil  jacks  are  motion-sensor  activated, 
and  the  visitor  must  peer  around  the 
cascade  of  packaging  to  view  a  slide 
show  of  bungalows  and  gardens,  walk- 
ing into  the  frame  of  the  installation 
itself.  By  requiring  that  the  audience 
participate  in  the  exhibition  in  order 
to  see  the  warped  Earth  it  imagines, 


Richardson  reminds  her  viewers  that 
we,  sitting  complacently  in  Toronto, 
are  playing  an  active  role  in  the  un- 
folding ecological  disaster  The  real 
target  here  is  our  apathy  over  holding 
political  leaders  to  account  for  their 
decisions,  and,  more  importantly, 
over  questioning  our  convenient  as- 
sumptions. 

Look  to  the  Agency  uniforms,  white 
life  preservers  over  mangy  fur  jack- 
ets. Alongside  bundles  of  rope  and 
the  inflatable  canoe,  these  uniforms 
suggest  either  an  absurd  authority  or 
an  outdoors  store  aesthetic  run  amok. 
Who  are  these  courieurs  du  bois  of  to- 
morrow, peddling  their  glittering  rein- 
deer? Probably  the  same  people  you 
buy  your  backpacks  from. 

"Inter-glacial"  asks  us  to  question 
how  preconceived  notions  of  naturcil 
beauty — that  is,  real  natural  beauty, 
not  some  wishy-washy  Dove  cam- 
paign— might  actually  hinder  our  at- 
tempts to  meet  present  environmen- 
tal challenges.  The  show  presents  a 
perspective — an  emminently  reason- 
able one — in  which  every  issue  is  an 
environmental  issue. 

That  global  warming  has  reached 
the  point  it  has  is  evidence  enough 
that  not  enough  people  are  getting 
the  point.  We'd  do  well  to  continue 
repeating  the  questions  'inter-glacial" 


Inter-glacial  Free  Trade  Agency.ca 
is  on  until  February  24  at  YYZ  Artists' 
Outlet,  401  Richmond  Street  W.  For 
more  info  visitwww.yyzartistsoutlet.org 


Russian  Seduction 


Zed  Pitkin's  Chekhov  Vaudevilles  are  worth  a  look 


Josef  Szende 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  marketing  challenge  is  daunting 
indeed.  How  do  you  sell  a  production 
about  the  seduction  of  a  middle-aged 
wife  in  mourning  set  in  rural,  aris- 
tocratic, 19th  century  Russia  to  me, 
a  21-year-oId,  21st-century  average 
Joe? 

Michael  Vitorovich,  who  plays 
Smirnov,  the  debt-collecting  widow- 
seducer  in  The  Bear  (which  is  part 
of  an  upcoming  production  of  some 
of  Anton  Chekhov's  short  humorous 
plays),  put  it  to  me  like  this:  "These 
days,  you  invest  so  much  emotion 
in  a  fake  construct.  We  still  fall  into 
these  traps,  pouring  time  and  en- 
ergy into  delusions.  It's  important  for 
people  to  see  ridiculous  versions  of 
themselves." 

True,  but  for  a  ridiculous  version  of 
myself,  I'm  more  likely  to  look  to  Jon 
Stewart  than  to  Anton  Chekhov.  What 
in  these  old  foreign  words  shows  me 
something  that  I  need  to  know,  or 
reveals  some  aspect  of  myself  that's 
entirely  ridiculous? 

"Every  character  has  two  sides  to 
it,"  said  Cydney  Southam  who  plays 
Elena,  the  mourning  widow.  "For  ex- 
ample, my  character  portrays  the 
image  of  wife  in  mourning,  but  then 
there's  the  other  side  of  it — she  wants 
sex.  She's  horny." 


ROUSING  REALISM:  A  collection  of  Chekhov's  short  plays  debuts  next  week. 


I  can  see  that  difficult  dualities  ex- 
ist in  everyone's  experience  and  it's 
hard  to  keep  them  in  balance:  life  and 
death,  sex  and  death,  life  and  sex. 

"I  don't  think  Chekhov  would  have 
wanted  us  to  relate  to  these  charac- 
ters, though,"  said  Oz  Bakhari,  who 
plays  Luka,  the  freeloading  servant 
to  the  widow.  He  maintained  that 
these  over-the-top  characters  exist 


for  us  to  laugh  at.  Only  occasionally 
should  we  recognize  aspects  of  our- 
selves in  them. 

The  duality  of  all  of  the  characters' 
perceived  wants  and  actual  wants  is 
strongly  emphasized  by  a  production 
with  authentic  Russian/Eastern  Euro- 
pean dance  between  scenes. 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


//U  OFT  FILM  FESTIVAL  PREVIEW 


The  sixth  annual  University  of 
Toronto  Film  Festival  may  have 
been  scaled  back  in  size  from  pri- 
or years,  but  the  wide  scope  and 
diverse  subject  matter  presented 
at  this  student  showcase  has  not 
suffered  for  the  decision. 

A  glance  at  this  year's  lineup 
makes  it  apparent  that  these  film- 
makers have  an  affinity  for  explo- 
ration. The  films  and  programs 
exhibit  a  range  of  genres,  experi- 
ment with  a  variety  of  media  and 
forms,  and  deal  with  everything 
from  the  deeply  personal  to  inter- 
national issues. 

The  event  kicks  off  Thursday 
evening  at  Hart  House  Theatre 
with  a  screening  of  Horror  101,  a 
collection  of  shorts  from  the  101- 
Hour  Horror  Competition,  where 
contestants  were  assigned  a  title, 
a  mystery  ingredient,  and  an  im- 
minent deadline  to  deliver  a  suc- 
cinct and  nuanced  horror  film. 

On  the  final  evening,  attendees 
will  have  a  chance  to  view  Super  8 
installations,  dubbed  Lobby  Loops, 
created  by  film  board  members, 
before  taking  a  nostalgic  trip  to 
the  pre-sound  era  with  the  annual 
Super  8  Circus.  The  sound  will  be 
provided  by  both  live  musical  ac- 
companiment from  the  band  GUH, 
and  (as  festival  organizer  Rick 
Palidwor  describes  it)  "the  clack- 
ity  clack"  of  the  projector  This 
will  all  lead  up  to  night's  cinematic 
climax:  The  Hart  House  Film  Board 
Gala,  a  juried  selection  of  the  best 
films  from  the  last  year  by  the  film 
board's  members. 

It's  a  hefty  schedule,  which 


hopes  to  deliver  everything  pre- 
vious festivals  had  to  offer  on 
a  trimmed  three-day  timeline. 
"We've  refined  it  more,"  said  fes- 
tival coordinator  Paul  Templin, 
who  described  the  streamlining 
of  the  festival  as  "going  back  to  its 
roots."  This  refers  to  the  original 
festival  from  six  years  ago,  which 
focused  on  the  films  of  U  of  T  stu- 
dents and  alumni,  something  that 
has  been  lost  in  the  crush  of  other 
films  showcased  over  the  last 
couple  of  years,  after  the  festival 
relaxed  its  submission  policy. 

"[The  festival]  is  a  chance  for  U 
of  T  students  to  get  the  exposure 
that  they  really  desire,  and  really 
focus  on  a  much  more  concen- 
trated student  film  festival,"  said 
Palidwor.  "This  makes  it  unique 
within  the  city." 

For  more  information,  visit 
www.  uoftfilmfest  ca. 

— RADHEYANSIMONPILLAI 
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CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 
For  example  Southam  explained, 
"I  do  a  slutty,  horny-Russian-lady 
dance,  then  I'm  back  to  speaking 
words  about  my  dead  husband  and 
mourning.  All  of  a  sudden  I  am  acting 
the  way  you  think  1  ought  to." 

So  what  makes  seeing  Chekhov 
better  than  attending  my  weekly 
yoga  class? 
"What's  more  therapeutic,  yoga  or 


acting?  Theatre  is  the  one  that's  truly 
a  mirror  to  see  yourself,"  Vitorovich 
suggested. 

Then  Southam  said  some  magic 
and  persuasive  words:  "potential  nu- 
dity." 

I'm  sold.  Theatre  does  it  like  no 
other  medium. 

Chekhov  Vaudevilles  runs  March  1-4 
at  the  Robert  Gill  Theatre.  Visit  www. 


Stamp  collection 


UBC  DAP 

The  gateway  to  accounting. 


Accelerate  your  future  with  the  Diploma  in  Accounting 
Program  (DAP)  at  the  University  of  British  Columbia. 

DAP  prepares  university  graduates  with  limited  or  no 
training  in  accounting  for  entry  into  a  professional 
accounting  designation  (CA,  CGA.  CMA  or  CPA  in  the  US). 


APPLICATION  DEADLINES 
May  start: 


Local  indie-rock  heros  The  Postage  Stamps  play  to  a  crowded  Lee's  Palace  at  their  CD  release  party  last  Thursday  night. 


"TWO  THUMBS  WAY  UP."' 

■RiCHADD  RocfBi  AND  KiviN  SMITH,  GucsT  Cnmc,  EBERT  &  ROEPEK 


Sep  start: 


Mar  1  (international  applicants) 
Apr  1  (Canadian  applicants) 

Jul  1  (International  applicants) 
Aug  1  (Canadian  applicants) 


Find  out  how  DAP  can  accelerate  your  future 
Visit  www.sauder.ubc.ca/dap 


You  want  to  become  a  police  officer? 
THE  RCMP  IS  HIRING! 

Beconne  a  POLICE  OFFICER  with  the  most  recognized  police  organization  in  the  WORLD. 

Information  Session  -  Toronto 

Thursday,  March  1,  at  12:00  p. m 

University  of  Toronto  -  St.  George  Campus,  Bahen  Centre  Room  1190 
40  St  George  Street,  Toronto,  ON 

Meet  with  an  RCMP  police  officer  and  prepare  your  future.  Reserve  your  place  now  by  calling  1-877-888-0433 
or  by  visiting  www.rcmp.gc.ca/recruiting/crr/  to  attend  a  session  in  your  area. 

Vous  voulez  devenir  policler? 

LA  GRC  EIMBAUCHE! 

Devenez  POLICIER  au  sein  de  I'organisation  polici^re  la  plus  reconnue  dans  le  MONDE. 

Seance  d'inforniation  -  Toronto 

Le  jeudi  1^'  mars  a  12  h  GO 

Universite  de  Toronto  -  Campus  de  St.  George,  Bahen  Centre,  salle  1190 
40,  rue  St.  George,  Toronto  (ON) 

Venez  rencontrer  un  policier  de  la  GRC  pour  preparer  voire  avenir  Reservez  voire  place  des  maintenant. 
Composez  le  1-877-888-0433  ou  visilez  le  www.grc.gc.ca/recruiting/crr/  afin  de  partlciper  a  une 
seance  dans  voire  region. 

^  RCMP  RECRUITING  j  RECRUTEMENT  GRC 

O  SSSSpSS  §:SSr"°^  www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca 


Canadzi 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


The  Postage  Stamps  -  This  Ugly 
Arrangement  (Independent) 

The  Postage  Stamps  have  been  a  pil- 
lar of  the  Toronto  indie-rock  commu- 
nity since  migrating  to  the  big  smoke 
from  the  Oshawa-Whitby  scene 
(along  with  friends  The  Mark  Inside, 
Action  Makes  and  Anagram)  nearly 
six  years  ago.  Since  then  the  Stamps' 
founding  member  Keith  Hamilton 
has  been  a  busy  man  about  town, 
helping  form  the  groundbreaking  re- 
cording collective  Suck  My  Disc!  and 
booking  and  promoting  something 
close  to  500  shows  for  his  popular 
long-running  music  series  Fitter  Pat- 
ter Nights. 

Ironically  titled,  This  Ugly  Arrange- 
ment marks  the  band's  first  album 
since  their  current  membership  so- 
lidified in  late  2004.  It  paints  a  picture 
of  a  band  whose  sound  is  open  to  ex- 
perimentation and  growth  while  still 
being  rooted  in  melody  and  sensible 
rhythms.  For  example,  the  title  track 
is  a  slow-burning,  electro-tinged 
post-rock  instrumental  epic  featuring 
Hamilton's  captivating  saw-playing 
skills.  It  also  currently  has  my  vote 
for  Wicked  Drum  Part  of  the  Year 
(the  kit  sounds  like  a  freaking  drum 
machine,  but  it's  all  Mike  Duf field). 

Recorded  at  Montreal's  Hotel  2 
Tango  studios  (this  band  named  Ar- 
cade Fire  recorded  an  album  called 
Funeral  there  a  couple  of  years  ago, 
you  might  have  heard  about  it)  How- 
ard Bilerman  and  Kevin  Komoda  do 
a  great  job  of  capturing  The  Stamps' 
unique  collection  of  genre-crossing 
gems.  "Turning  Off"  twangs  country- 
themed  inflections  until  a  sweeping, 
pop-driven  chorus  delivers  a  soar- 
ing vocal  hook  soaked  in  jazzy  saxo- 
phone. Listen  closely  and  you'll  hear 
elements  of  90s  emo,  folk,  jazz,  indie- 
rock  and  post-rock  here.  The  Stamps 
work  hard  to  make  these  unlikely 
combinations  gel  into  a  cohesively 
dark,  intelligent,  psychedelic  trip 
that  could  still  conceivably  be  filed 
under  Pop/Rock. 

With  such  a  strong  collection  of 
songs,  it's  difficult  to  pick  favourites, 
but  right  now  the  bittersweet  guitar 
hook  from  "The  Hold,"  the  worth-the- 
wait  comedown  and  climax  of  "Reck- 
less," and  the  nocturnal  bass  riff  that 
opens  up  "Pacemaker"  come  quickly 
to  mind  as  stand-out  moments — the 
kind  that  make  you  shiver  with  pro- 
found appreciation. 

Rating:  VVVW 

This  Ugly  Arrangement  is  currently 
available  at  Soundscapes,  Rotate 
This,  and  Sonic  Boom. 
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Burying  the  problem 

Every  day,  the  atmosphere  absorbs  huge  quantities  of  carbon  dioxide.  Though  environmentalists  have  been  fighting  for 
decades  to  reduce  the  amount  of  carbon  we  add  to  this  airborne  landfill,  others  are  working  on  ways  to  draw  it  out. 
But  that  leaves  the  question  of  where  else  to  bury  our  dirty  little  secret.  The  to'/y  investigates  the  science  behind 

some  of  the  most  fascinating  strategies  in  carbon  sequestration 


Nira  Datta  and  Abigale  Miller  

Global  warming  has  snowballed  into 
a  political,  social,  and  economic  cri- 
sis, and  the  publicity  it's  received 
has  led  to  many  misconceptions.  A 
common  one  is  that  reducing  car- 
bon dioxide  emissions  is  enough  to 
stop  global  warming.  However,  even 
if  environmental  efforts  succeed  in 
reducing  our  rate  of  carbon  diox- 
ide emissions,  the  atmosphere  has 
already  been  filled  with  so  much 
of  the  greenhouse  gas  that  we  may 
have  to  actively  remove  it  to  fend  off 
the  potentially  catastrophic  effects 
of  global  warming. 

The  idea  is  catching  on.  Early  this 
month,  entrepreneur  Sir  Richard 
Branson  offered  a  $25  million  prize 
for  a  cost-effective  technology  to 
remove  carbon  dioxide  from  the  at- 
mosphere. A  number  of  promising 
ideas  are  currently  being  tested  for 
effectiveness,  safety  and  cost. 

A  carbon  grave 

One  popular  option  is  to  sequester 
carbon  in  soil,  the  largest  reservoir 
for  carbon  on  land.  This  strategy 
takes  advantage  of  the  natural  ter- 
restrial carbon  cycle,  but  shifts  the 
carbon  balance  towards  storage  in 
soil.  Plants  remove  carbon  dioxide 
from  the  atmosphere  during  photo- 
synthesis, and  the  carbon  enters  the 
soil  when  the  plant  dies. 

Carbon  is  present  in  the  soil  in  two 
forms,  called  labile  and  recalcitrant. 
Labile  carbon  is  free  to  re-enter  the 
atmosphere  quickly,  while  more 
stable  recalcitrant  carbon  stays  in 
the  soil  much  longer.  Soil  carbon 
sequestration  strategies  mainly  in- 
volve planting  "green"  crops  that 
store  carbon  in  its  recalcitrant  form, 
which  will  keep  it  out  of  the  atmo- 
sphere for  up  to  1,000  years,  depend- 
ing on  the  soil  type.  This  strategy 
would  also  use  techniques  to  retain 
carbon  already  stored  in  the  soil. 
This  method  of  sequestration  works 
best  in  dry  lands,  which  cover  43  per 
cent  of  the  Earth's  surface  and  have 
large  potential  for  carbon  storage. 

However,  many  questions  remain 
about  soil  carbon  storage.  Until 
proper  and  accurate  models  are 
developed,  the  true  costs  and  effec- 
tiveness of  soil  carbon  sequestration 
remain  unknown.  Also,  scientists  do 
not  know  the  upper  limit  for  carbon 
storage  in  the  soil,  leaving  unan- 
swered the  question  of  how  long  this 
strategy  would  last. 

Down  in  the  deep  blue 

Another  way  to  tackle  the  effects 
of  climate  change  is  by  capturing 
carbon  from  fossil  fuels  at  the  site 
of  production  and  storing  it  in  our 
oceans.    COa-rich   exhaust  gases 


WARNING 


from  fossil  fuel  power  plants  are  first 
mixed  with  seawater  in  a  reactor 
vessel  to  produce  a  carbonic  acid 
solution.  This  solution  is  immediate- 
ly combined  with  a  mineral  such  as 
limestone,  producing  calcium  ions 
and  a  bicarbonate  solution.  The  bi- 
carbonate is  then  released  and  dilut- 
ed in  the  ocean.  Power  plant  carbon 
dioxide  could  be  effectively  stored  in 
the  oceans,  largely  as  bicarbonate,  a 
form  that  does  not  readily  escape 
into  the  atmosphere. 

Another  approach  is  to  physically 
bury  carbon  dioxide  beneath  our 
oceans.  According  to  U  of  T  profes- 
sor of  geography  Dr.  Jing  Ming  Chen, 
this  approach  may  be  the  most  fea- 
sible, but  will  be  challenging  none- 
theless, since  the  technology  does 
not  yet  exist  to  bury  carbon  dioxide 
at  one  kilometre,  the  minimal  depth 
required  to  maintain  its  liquid  state. 

Dr.  Ulrich  Wortmann,  a  professor 
of  geography  at  U  of  T,  warns  that 
though  burial  of  carbon  beneath 
our  oceans  may  eventually  be  physi- 
cally possible,  it  poses  huge  risks.  In 
the  case  of  an  accident,  enormous 
amounts  of  the  oceanic  carbon  stor- 
age could  be  released.  In  1986,  a  cat- 
astrophic eruption  of  a  natural  car- 


bon dioxide  reservoir  in  a  western 
African  volcanic  lake  pushed  breath- 
able oxygen  out  of  the  local  atmo- 
sphere, asphyxiating  6,000  people. 
As  well,  the  effect  of  a  large  amount 
of  carbon  on  oceanic  pH,  or  acidity, 
is  unknown.  Many  oceanic  organ- 
isms can  only  survive  within  a  nar- 
row pH  range,  so  altering  oceanic  pH 
could  have  a  more  detrimental  effect 
than  the  global  warming  itself. 

Storing  carbon  in  the  deep 
ocean — diluted  in  water  or  buried 
in  reservoirs — is  a  temporary  solu- 
tion. A  study  by  Dr.  Ken  Caldeira  of 
Lawrence  Livermore  National  Labo- 
ratory at  the  University  of  California 
suggests  that  in  only  300  years,  20 
per  cent  of  the  submerged  carbon 
dioxide  would  leak  back  into  the  at- 
mosphere. 

Just  add  iron 

A  different  way  of  storing  carbon  in 
the  ocean  is  facilitating  the  growth 
of  organisms  that  store  carbon.  This 
can  be  done  by  "fertilizing"  the  sur- 
face of  the  ocean  with  iron  to  pro- 
mote the  growth  of  plankton,  which 
absorbs  carbon  dioxide.  When 
plankton  dies,  it  sinks  to  the  bottom 


of  the  ocean,  carrying  its  carbon 
with  it.  In  an  experiment  known  as 
IronEx  II  in  May  1995,  a  total  of  450 
kg  of  iron  was  added  over  a  72  km- 
wide  area  of  the  equatorial  Pacific 
over  one  week.  Plankton  bloomed 
in  the  area,  becoming  over  20  times 
more  abundant  over  the  course 
of  the  experiment.  It  worked — the 
plankton  significantly  reduced  at- 
mospheric carbon  dioxide  concen- 
trations. However,  as  with  other 
carbon  sequestration  strategies, 
the  long-term  consequences  of  large 
introductions  of  iron  into  iron-poor 
regions  of  the  ocean  remain  uncer- 
tain. For  example,  some  species  of 
plankton  produce  dimethyl  sulfide, 
a  compound  with  the  potential  to  af- 
fect cloud  formation  if  surface-water 
concentrations  increase. 

Researchers  have  shown  that  iron 
seeding  would  be  the  least  effec- 
tive of  the  proposed  sequestration 
strategies.  According  to  Wortmann, 
experiments  performed  years  after 
IronEx  II  have  shown  that  the  major- 
ity of  the  carbon  absorbed  by  the 
plankton  is  immediately  returned  to 
the  atmosphere  within  a  short  time, 
with  almost  none  of  it  sinking  into 
deep  ocean. 


IVIega-engineering:  this  is  where 
it  gets  crazy 


The  main  goal  of  climate  mega-en- 
gineering is  to  increase  the  Earth's 
albedo,  the  amount  of  light  reflected 
by  the  planet's  surface.  Increasing 
the  planet's  albedo  would  theoreti- 
cally cool  the  earth,  which  could  bal- 
ance out  global  warming.  Some  esti- 
mate that  a  1.5  to  2  per  cent  increase 
of  the  earth's  albedo  could  counter- 
balance the  harmful  warming  effects 
that  result  from  a  doubling  of  carbon 
dioxide  emissions. 

One  way  to  alter  the  earth's  al- 
bedo, one  scientist  claims,  is  to  sur- 
round the  earth  with  tiny  aluminum 
balloons.  The  proposed  hydrogen- 
filled  balloons  would  be  around  4 
mm  in  diameter  with  a  skin  thick- 
ness of  20  nanometres.  They  would 
be  designed  to  float  at  altitudes  of  25 
km  above  the  earth. 

Another  approach  is  to  make 
clouds  whiter.  Dr.  Stephen  Salter, 
professor  of  engineering  and  design 
at  Edinburgh  University,  has  invent- 
ed a  technique  that  involves  spray- 
ing seawater  into  the  air  to  whiten 
clouds.  As  the  water  evaporates, 
small  salt  particles  move  up  into 
low-hanging  stratocumulus  clouds. 
The  salt  would  not  only  whiten  the 
clouds,  but  would  cause  more  water 
droplets  to  form,  further  reducing 
the  amount  of  the  sun's  rays  pen- 
etrating the  atmosphere.  He  aims  to 
deploy  500  radio-controlled  boats 
(costing  about  $1.8  million  US  each) 
off  the  west  coast  of  Africa  and  west 
of  Peru,  where  stratocumulus  clouds 
are  most  prevalent. 

As  fascinating  as  these  mega-en- 
gineering approaches  may  sound, 
scientists  are  concerned  about  the 
dangers  of  tinkering  with  a  weather 
system  we  know  very  little  about. 
Most  papers  on  mega-engineering 
also  emphasize  unexpected  envi- 
ronmental effects  due  to  the  lack  of 
a  complete  understanding  of  the  sys- 
tems involved. 

Where,  oh  where,  should  our 
carbon  go? 

Soil  carbon  sequestering,  mega-en- 
gineering, and  other  innovative  solu- 
tions to  the  threat  of  climate  change 
may  one  day  prove  feasible.  Howev- 
er, they  address  the  symptoms  of  cli- 
mate change  rather  than  the  cause. 
These  solutions  may  buy  time  until 
our  carbon  emissions  are  reduced  to 
sustainable  levels,  but  are  probably 
not  the  silver  bullet  we're  looking 
for. 

"I  look  at  these  solutions  as  what 
we  would  potentially  do  if  we  were 
desperate.  At  the  same  time,  we 
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Hot  models  predict  the  fiiture 


Computer  models  have  now  taken  centre  stage  in 
our  attempt  to  predict  future  climate  conditions. 
But  not  all  these  models  are  made  equal 


Dan  Rios 


If  you  think  it's  been  getting  hot  in 
here,  you're  not  alone.  Computer 
models  of  the  Earth's  climate  tell  us 
that  the  planet  will  be  heating  up 
in  the  future.  The  only  question  is, 
how  much? 

Predictive  computer  models, 
extensively  used  for  applications 
ranging  from  outguessing  the  stock 
markets  to  forecasting  population 
sizes,  have  yet  to  reach  a  consensus 
on  what  the  Earth's  climate  will  be 
like  in  100  years.But  they  agree  it 
will  be  much  warmer.  Climate  sci- 
entists today  study  models  that  pre- 
dict future  climates  and  pinpoint 
the  significant  disparities  between 
them. 

At  a  recent  lecture  at  U  of  T,  Dr. 
Alex  Hall  of  UCLA's  Department  of 
Atmospheric  and  Oceanic  Sciences 
discussed  the  wide  range  of  temper- 
ature increases  predicted  by  differ- 
ent climate  models. 

"By  the  year  2100,  the  warming 
is  anywhere  from  between  I'/i  and 
5'/4  [degrees  Celsius].  So  this  is  a 
really  big  difference  from  simula- 
tion to  simulation.  And  part  of  the 
uncertainty  stems... from  differenc- 
es in  the  way  important  feedback 
processes  are  represented  in  the 
climate  [simulations]." 

Hall  explained  that  the  variance 
in  climate  predictions  is  partly  due 
to  different  assumptions  each  one 
makes  about  the  processes  of  cli- 
mate change. 

One  of  the  crucial  processes  is 
the  reflection  of  sunlight  off  the  sur- 
face of  the  earth  back  into  the  atmo- 
sphere and  outer  space.  Snow,  a  sur- 
face that  reflects  up  to  90  per  cent  of 
solar  radiation,  is  a  major  contribu- 
tor to  the  Earth's  reflectivity,  known 
as  its  albedo.  As  rising  temperatures 
melt  snow,  the  planet's  overall  al- 
bedo decreases — which  could  lead 
to  a  positive  feedback  loop  where 
more  snow  melts  as  temperatures 
rise.  However,  different  climate 
models  report  a  wide  large  range 
of  strength  to  snow's  albedo  effect 
when  predicting  global  warming. 

For  all  the  disagreement  over  the 
albedo  effect,  it  is  only  one  of  a  vast 
number  of  factors  that  must  be  con- 
sidered when  making  climate  pre- 
dictions. Programs  that  calculate 
changes  in  the  global  climate  are 
among  the  most  complicated  com- 
puter models  in  use  today.  Profes- 
sor Richard  Peltier,  director  of  the 
recently  formed  Centre  for  Global 
Change  Science  at  U  of  T,  explained 
how  current  models  work. 

"There  are  four  main  components 
[of  climate] :  atmosphere,  ocean,  sea 
ice  and  land  surface  processes... We 
[factor  in  the  sun's  effect  on  the 
earth]  and  explicitly  compute  the 
way  they  interact  with  each  other." 

Current  prediction  models  need 
supercomputers  to  handle  the  myr- 
iad factors:  ocean  currents,  carbon 
dioxide  emissions,  incoming  sun- 
light, air  flow,  ice  sheet  growth  or 
shrinkage,  and  cloud  formation  are 
but  a  few  of  the  factors  in  the  incred- 
ibly complicated  calculations. 

Peltier  explained  that  the  models 


are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  lines 
of  code. 

"These  models  are  a  huge  accom- 
plishment of  the  modern  scientific 
community,  representing  50  years 
of  work,"  he  said. 

With  the  help  of  atmospheric  and 
surface  temperature  measurements 
gathered  by  weather  balloons  over 
the  years,  it  is  possible  to  compare 
the  accuracy  of  various  models. 

"The  best  measure  is  not  that  the 
models  fit  the  data.  It's  that  predic- 
tions we  made  15  years  ago  are  right 
today,"  said  Peltier. 

Although  global  warming  remains 
a  contentious  topic  in  the  media,  the 
scientific  community  has  reached  a 
consensus,  bolstered  by  the  track 
record  of  modern  computer  model- 
ling. The  mathematics  and  methods 
of  computer  climate  modelling  are 
complex,  but  the  different  models 
used  all  agree  on  one  thing:  climate 
change  is  happening  now. 

"In  the  informed  scientific  com- 
munity," said  Peltier,  "there  are  ef- 
fectively no  dissenters." 


A  device  to  predict  global  climate  as  simply  as  this  weathervane  tells  us  which  way  the  wind  Is  blowing  has  proven  elusive. 
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//  How  green  are  our  footprints? 


•CARBON'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  18 

should  definitely  encourage  people 
to  think  about  such  mega-engineer- 
ing ideas,  even  though  they  are  not 
immediate  solutions,"  said  Chen. 

According  to  Dr.  Chen,  a  more 
pragmatic  and  effective  solution 
would  be  to  promote  use  of  alterna- 
tive energy  and  reduce  our  reliance 
on  carbon-generating  fossil  fuels. 
Other  scientists  worry  that  these 
strategies  would  take  the  moral  pres- 
sure off  policy-makers  and  citizens 
to  reduce  emissions. 

"To  meet  the  Kyoto  target,  Cana- 
dians have  to  reduce  atmospheric 
[carbon  dioxide]  levels  by  30  per 
cent  in  five  years.  If  the  government 
wants  to  be  serious  about  this,  they 
should  use... renewable  sources  of 
energy,  such  as  wind,  solar  and  bio- 
fuel,"  said  Chen.  According  to  Dr. 
Chen,  individuals  working  together 
can  have  a  great  influence  on  climate 
change. 

"If  every  Canadian  participated, 
this  would  solve  about  20  per  cent  of 
the  problem,"  he  said. 


In  2005,  UTM  devised  an  "ecological 
footprint  calculator"  that  measured 
the  amount  of  natural  resources  a 
typical  UTM  student  needs.  It  uses 
six  categories:  materials  (includ- 
ing waste),  land  under  structures 
like  buildings  and  roads,  water, 
energy,  food,  and  transportation. 
According  to  their  formula,  UTM 


community  members  consume  an 
equivalent  of  1.04  hectares  of  land. 
The  average  Canadian  consumes 
7.8  hectares. 

Energy  use  like  heating  and 
lighting  accounts  for  70  per  cent  of 
UTM's  footprint,  transportation  for 
18  per  cent,  food  for  only  five  per- 
cent, built-up  land  for  one  per  cent, 
and  water  for  a  parched  0.21  per 
cent.  However,  these  stats  are  only 
a  conservative  measurement — the 
actual  footprint  is  likely  to  be 
greater.  Some  human  activities  are 
too  difficult  to  measure,  like  recent 
construction  on  campus,  and  were 
not  taken  into  account. 

UTM  modified  the  detailed  frame- 
work of  the  Sierra  Youth  Coalition's 
Sustainable  Campuses  Project  to 
devise  a  calculator  specific  to  UTM. 
The  framework  breaks  down  into 
two  sections:  People  (the  social  and 
economic  aspects  of  sustainability) 
and  Ecosystem  (the  environmental 


aspects).  Altogether,  the  assess- 
ment considers  170  indicators  of 
sustainability.  U  of  T's  Sustainabil- 
ity Office  is  applying  the  framework 
to  the  downtown  campus,  as  well. 

"We  are  hoping  to  have  about 
half  of  the  indicators  complete  by 
the  end  of  the  spring  term,  with  a 
more  long-term  goal  of  having  the 
assessment  complete  by  the  sum- 
mer of  2008,"  said  the  Sustainabil- 
ity Office's  Ashley  Taylor. 

Ecological  footprint  measure- 
ments aim  to  spread  awareness 
of  consumption  patterns,  with  the 
goal  of  improving  environmental 
sustainability.  Footprints  can  be 
reduced  by  decreasing  the  popula- 
tion or  by  reducing  the  amount  of 
land  each  person  consumes. 

If  everyone  lived  like  Canadians, 
requiring  eight  hectares  of  land 
each,  it  would  take  four  Earths  to 
support  humanity. 
—SABEEN  ABBAS 


Cool,  dry  winds  of  death 

The  scientific  community  has  generally  ac- 
cepted the  fact  that  exhaust  emissions  con- 
tribute to  global  warming,  but  a  new  study 
shows  they  might  actually  impair  green 
power  solutions  like  wind-turbine  power- 
by  slowing  down  the  wind.  A  group  of  re- 
searchers at  Stanford  University  and  NASA 
found  that  the  aerosol  particles  from  vehi- 
cle exhaust  and  other  pollutant  emissions 
absorb  and  scatter  enough  solar  radiation 
to  significantly  cool  the  Earth's  surface. 
This  reduces  the  atmospheric  convection 
that  helps  power  low-altitude  winds.  Dr. 
Mark  Z.  Jacobson,  a  co-author  of  the  study, 
determined  that  this  effect  reduces  wind 
speed  over  California  by  about  eight  per 
cent.  Wind  power  accounts  for  1.5  per  cent 
of  California's  energy  generation,  according 
to  a  Standford  press  release.  Slower  winds 
and  cooler  ground  temperatures  also  re- 
duce water  evaporation,  meaning  fewer 
rain  clouds  form.  When  they  do,  the  water 
tends  to  condense  onto  airborne  pollutant 
particles  instead  of  gathering  into  large 
enough  raindrops  to  fall.  Jacobson  warns 
that,  in  the  state  of  California  alone,  the 
annual  rainfall  lost  to  the  effects  of  aerosol 
pollutants  is  enough  to  flood  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island  under  one  foot  of  water. 
— ANDRfBOVEE-BEGUN 

When  red  'meats' green 

Juicy,  tender,  and  succulent  cuts  of  meat 
are  the  delight  of  every  carnivore.  But  sci- 
entists are  reporting  stats  that  will  make 
your  meat-lover's  heart  break.  Livestock 
production  accounts  for  nine  per  cent  of  all 
carbon  dioxide  emissions  that  are  related 
to  human  consumption.  Most  meat  and 
meat  products  come  from  large-scale  op- 
erations where  animals  either  graze  off  the 
land  or  are  enclosed  and  given  processed 
feed.  Neither  method  is  particularly  good 
for  the  environment.  Of  all  the  land  on 
earth,  grazing  takes  up  26  per  cent,  and 
producing  crops  to  feed  livestock  takes 
up  another  third  of  all  arable  land.  Rather 
than  using  crops  to  feed  humans  directly, 
forests  are  being  cleared  to  support  live- 
stock, a  problem  that  is  particularly  ex- 
treme in  the  Amazon  Basin,  where  70  per 
cent  of  forested  land  has  been  cleared  for 
livestock.  Deforestation  results  in  a  num- 
ber of  regional  problems:  land  degrada- 
tion, pollution  in  water  and  air,  and  a  dra- 
matic loss  of  biodiversity.  But  there's  more. 
Manure  from  livestock  operations  account 
for  67  per  cent  of  human-related  emissions 
of  nitrous  oxide — a  potent  greenhouse 
gas.  Interestingly,  the  collective  digestive 
systems  of  cattle  and  other  animals  alone 
contribute  37  per  cent  of  human-related 
methane  gas  emissions.  Yes,  cows  are 
changing  our  climate,  one  fart  at  a  time. 
Source:  Stanford  University  news  service 
— SANDY HUEN 

Fiery  ice:  handle  with  caution 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Energy  has  pos- 
sibly come  across  a  untapped  source 
of  fossil  fuels:  gas  hydrate,  ice  that  has 
trapped  methane  gas  within  its  molecular 
structure.  Under  Alaska's  permafrost  and 
seabeds  lie  an. estimated  200,000  trillion 
cubic  feet  of  this  material,  dubbed  "ice 
that  burns."  Should  technology  render 
the  methane  within  the  crystals  useable, 
this  resource  would  more  than  double  the 
U.S.'s  natural  gas  resources.  But  the  dan- 
gers of  extracting  the  gas  hydrate  include 
landslides,  increasing  levels  of  methane  in 
the  atmosphere  from  escaped  gas,  displac- 
ing breathable  oxygen,  and  endangering 
nearby  populations. 
Source:  National  Energy  Technology 
Laboratory  news  service 
— S.H. 
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think  about  it. 


Sumit  did. 


Sumit  Kundu  and  fellow  chemical  enginetjring  graduate 
student  Erik  Wilhelm  have  put  their  hands-on  experience  on 
the  Waterloo  Alternative  Fuels  Team  to  good  use.  They've 
developed  a  fuel-cell-poweied  diver  propulsion  vehicle  which 
is  generating  buy-out  interest  from  major  companies  such 
as  Mitsubishi. 

Waterloo's  unique  inventor-owns-it  policy  on  intellectual 
property  ensures  that  our  graduate  students  benefit  from 
the  work  they  do  here.  Many  successful  companies, 
including  RIM,  Dalsa,  and  Slipstream,  trace  their 
beginnings  to  our  labs  and  classrooms. 

We're  committed  to  attracting  and  rewarding  outstanding 
graduate  students  by  providing  generous  financial  support. 
The  average  yearly  income  of  our  master's  students  is 
$23,000,  while  our  doctoral  students  average  $31,800  a  year. 


it's  not  too  iate  to  appiy.  Find  out  more  at: 

www.englfieerlngjjwaterloo.ca/iraduate 
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Close,  but  no  cigar 

Men's  Basketball  (16-8)  misses  final  shot  to  lose  69-68  in  Ottawa 


Blues  guard  Paul  Sergautis  gets  a  handful  against  Laurentian  in  U  of  T's  77-58  victory 
Wednesday.  He  had  one  assist  in  five  minutes. 


Christophe  Poirier  and  Mark  Veloso 

One  shot.  It  is  all  that  has  separated  U 
of  T  (16-8)  and  Ottawa  (19-4)  in  three 
games  this  season..  Sadly,  it  proved 
to  be  one  too  many  as  the  Gee-Gees 
defeated  the  visiting  Blues  69-68  in 
the  Ontario  University  Athletic  semi- 
finals on  Saturday. 

Down  by  two  with  twenty  seconds 
left  and  the  ball  in  their  hands,  third- 
seeded  U  of  T  had  the  potential  to 
upset  second-seeded  Ottawa  en  route 
to  a  date  with  the  finals.  A  desperate 
but  shrewd  Garnett  and  Grey  showed 
the  muster  of  fourth-ranked  defence, 
swarming  and  suffocating  the  Blues  as 
the  seconds  ticked  off.  With  no  good 
opportunity  presenting  itself,  U  of  T 
was  left  with  a  bad  look,  a  missed  bas- 
ket and  a  dejected  drive  home  from 
capital  city. 

"An  absolutely  great  game  that 
turned  out  to  be  bittersweet,"  said 
coach  Mike  Katz.  "Just  too  bad  for  us, 
but  it  showed  that  we  can  play  with 
the  best  teams  in  the  nation. 

"We  hung  in  there,  as  we  were  down 
eight  with  three  minutes  left.  Many 
teams  would  have  given  up,  but  not 
us.  We  actually  took  the  lead,  which 


was  traded  off  in  the  last  minute  and  a 
half.  But  you  look  back,  and  it  was  just 
a  terrific  basketball  game.  How  much 
closer  can  you  get?" 

Forwards  Mike  Williams  and  Ben 
Katz  led  the  Blues  with  18  and  14 
points,  and  all  five  of  the  starters  had 
double  figures,  each  notching  close  to 
thirty  minutes. 

"It  was  a  game  where  our  veterans 
had  to  play,  and  1  can't  ask  for  more 
than  what  they  gave  the  team,"  Katz 
said. 

Gee-Gee  point  guard  Willy  Manigat, 
who  came  off  the  bench  to  score  18 
points  and  dish  five  assists,  led  Otta- 
wa in  a  performance  that  Katz  called  a 
game  breaker. 

"He  was  the  difference  out  there,  no 
doubt  about  it." 

The  first  meeting  had  hosts  Gee- 
Gees  squeaking  out  a  59-58  win  against 
U  of  T  Jan.  6.  A  month  later  in  their 
own  backyard,  the  Blues  took  a  chest- 
thumping  70-68  victory  as  Williams 
hit  fall-away  jumper  at  the  buzzer. 

U  of  T  entered  the  game  having  won 
12  of  their  last  13,  and  Katz  was  opti- 
mistic heading  into  the  game. 

"We  have  high  expectations,"  he 
said,  breaking  his  code  of  silence  pri- 


or to  Saturday's  game  against  Ottawa. 
"We've  played  well  throughout  the 
year,  and  the  team  is  where  it  needs 
to  be." 

This  squad  was  an  experienced  one, 
with  core  players  such  as  Williams 
and  Katz  both  in  their  fifth  years  of 
eligibility,  and  won't  be  on  next  year's 
roster.  Starters  Mike  Di  Giorgio  and 
Dwayne  Grant  are  in  their  fourth  and 
third  years  respectively. 

In  the  first  round,  the  Blues  opened 
with  a  convincing  77-58  win  over  sixth- 
seeded  Laurentian  (6-17)  Wednesday. 

Against  the  Voyageurs,  U  of  T  run- 
and-gunned  their  way  to  the  victory, 
getting  out  on  the  break  for  easy 
points,  their  play  punctuated  by  an 
emphatic  Grant  dunk  late  in  the  first 
half.  This  game  was  all  Blues,  as  To- 
ronto had  four  players  record  double 
digit  scoring  games,  led  by  Grant's 
16  and  Katz's  12  points  and  nine  re- 
bounds. 

"We  played  well  on  defence  and  the 
way  we  executed,  I  can't  ask  for  more 
from  the  team,"  Katz  said  after  the 
game.  "We  try  to  run,  but  we  can  also 
slow  down  the  pace  and  win  that  way. 
Basically  we  take  our  opportunities 
and  try  to  take  what  we  get." 


McMaster  gets  the  better  of  Volleyball 

Broken  net  foils  Women;  Men  too  inexperienced  for  veteran  Marauders 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


Ahead  24-19  in  the  first  set  of  the 
league  semifinal  match  against  Mc- 
Master, U  of  T  was  where  it  had  been 
all  season:  in  control. 

"We  came  out  excited,  we  were 
playing  aggressively,  and  we  were 
strong  from  the  start,"  said  coach 
Kristine  Drakich. 

"And  then  the  net  broke." 

Before  the  Blues  (17-2)  could  ce- 
ment a  dominating  opening  set 
in  the  Ontario  University  Athletic 
Women's  Volleyball  final  four,  the 
court  net  malfunctioned,  causing  a 
20-minute  delay. 

By  the  time  the  game  resumed,  U 
of  T's  killer  instinct,  a  trademark  of 
a  program  that  has  won  four  of  the 
last  six  OUA  titles,  had  dissipated. 
The  Blues  made  four  unforced  er- 
rors, and  U  of  T  allowed  the  Maraud- 
ers to  close  in  before  holding  them 
off  to  win  27-25. 

But  the  damage  was  done,  and 
McMaster  (15-4)  would  win  the  next 
three  sets  to  upset  the  Blues  3-1  (27- 
25, 20-25,  12-25,  18-25). 

"We  never  really  recovered  after 
that,"  Drakich  said.  "It  was  very  sad, 
and  very  disappointing. 

"Looking  back  on  video,  the  net 
breaking  definitely  had  an  impact. 
We  did  not  manage  that  20-minute 
delay  appropriately.  Collectively 
and  individually,  we  weren't  ready 
to  play. 

"In  the  second  set,  we  never  re- 
ally recovered.  We  played  scattered 
and  unfocused.  It  wasn't  from  lack  of 
trying,  but  the  concentration  wasn't 


there.  We  didn't  do  what  we  do  best, 
which  is  play  collectively.  We  no  lon- 
ger played  as  a  unit,  but  as  desper- 
ate individuals. 

"It's  not  to  say  McMaster  didn't 
play  well,  but  really,  we  beat  our- 
selves. 

"We  had  overcome  so  many  chal- 
lenges this  year,  so  it's  a  bit  strange 
that  [the  net  breaking  unravelled]  us 
as  it  did.  The  game  definitely  leaves 
a  bad  taste  in  your  mouth." 

In  the  bronze  medal  match,  the 
Blues  were  up  against  Western  (18- 
1),  who  defeated  them  3-1  (25-16, 17- 
25,  20-25,  20-25). 

"We  played  much  better,  our 
sense  of  desire  was  there,"  Drakich 
said.  "But  we  had  to  take  baby  steps, 
and  not  giant  ones.  Western  played 
better  than  we  did." 

Though  they  ended  on  a  sour  note, 
the  Blues  did  dispatch  Queen's  3-1  in 
the  quarter  finals  Feb.  16.  U  of  T  also 
boasted  four  OUA  East  all-stars:  An- 
astasia  Danilova  and  Mila  Miguel  on 
the  first  team,  and  Heather  Bansley 
and  Michelle  Wood  on  the  second. 
Miguel  also  received  the  award  of 
merit. 


For  Men's  Volleyball  (9-12),  inexpe- 
rience came  back  to  bite  the  Blues 
as  hosts  McMaster  (18-7)  defeated  U 
of  T  3-1  (25-21,  25-17,  21-25,  29-27)  in 
their  quarterfinal  meeting  Feb.  15. 

The  third-seeded  Mauraders 
would  go  on  to  the  OUA  finals,  fin- 
ishing second  to  top-seed  Queen's 
(21-3). 

The  post-season  meeting  with  Mc- 
Master was  the  third  of  the  year  for 


Hitter  Brendan  Peel  (centre)  was  the  lone  all-star  for  Men's  Volleyball. 


the  sixth-seeded  Blues,  and  while 
Coach  Jeff  Chung  called  it  their  best 
effort  against  the  Mauraders,  U  of 
T's  youthful  indiscretions  kept  the 
Blues  from  charming  their  way  to 
the  semis. 

"We  took  too  many  mental  breaks, 
hit  too  many  balls  out-of-bounds 
and  lost  our  momentum  in  the 
fourth  set,"  Chung  said.  "We  were 
up  five  points,  but  lost  our  focus 
when  passing.  That  gave  us  out  at 
the  end." 

Chung  cited  the  strong  blocking 
defence  of  McMaster,  but  hitters 
Brandon  Peel  and  Steven  Kung  still 


netted  20  and  19  kills,  respectively. 

"They,  along  with  James  MacKay, 
played  great  games,"  Chung  said. 

Peel,  who  will  be  leaving  the  Blues 
this  year,  was  named  a  first  team  all- 
star,  and  led  the  league  with  his  5.42 
points  per  game  average. 

"His  leadership,  experience  and 
scoring  power  will  be  missed  great- 
ly," Chung  said.  "He's  done  such  a 
great  job  at  U  of  T. 

"But  there's  a  lot  going  for  this 
team.  Against  some  strong  compe- 
tition, we  had  our  highlights,  and 
we're  returning  80  per  cent  of  the 
team  next  year." 


Women's 
Basketball 
cooked 
in  three 
minutes 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


For  Women's  Basketball  (13-11),  a 
quick  foray  in  the  postseason  fea- 
tured their  most  dominant  perfor- 
mance of  the  year.  Sadly,  three  days 
later,  three  minutes  was  all  it  took  to 
send  them  back  home. 

U  of  T  annihilated  Ottawa  (9-14) 
73-32  in  the  Ontario  University  Ath- 
letic quarterfinal  here  Feb.  18. 

"We  just  clicked,"  said  coach  Mi- 
chele  Belanger.  "It  was  kind  of  stun- 
ning, as  we  had  lost  10  days  prior  to 
the  same  team  in  a  game  where  our 
baskets  didn't  fall  in." 

They  certainly  did  this  time 
around,  as  the  Blues  shot  52  per 
cent  from  the  field.  U  of  T  guard  Ken- 
dall Smith  had  twenty  points  to  lead 
all  scorers. 

"She  was  just  outstanding,"  Be- 
langer said  of  Smith.  "The  game 
imbued  our  girls  with  confidence 
heading  into  York." 

In  their  semi-final  matchup  at 
York  (21-2),  the  Blues  went  toe-to- 
toe  with  the  OUA  East  champs  be- 
fore falling  64-54  Saturday. 

"We  had  a  great  start  keeping  up 
with  them  in  the  first  half,  and  had 
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COUNCIL  OF  ATHLETICS  AND  RECREATION 


NOTICE  OF  ELECTION  -  SPRING  2007 


Nominations  open  FRIDAY.  MARCH  9  and  elections  will 
be  held  on  WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  28  and  THURSDAY. 
MARCH  29  for  the  following  positions: 


i  2  Student  Representatives 

I  Administrative  Staff  Representative 

I  Academic  Staff  Representative 

I  Aiumnae/i  Representative 

4  FPEH  Staff  Representatives 

All  positions  are  for  a  term  of  2  years: 
May  /,  2007  to  April  30, 2009. 


The  Council  is  responsible  for  overall  Athletics  and  Recreation  policy  including 
allocation  of  funds  to  program  areas;  staffing  policy;  rental  and  fees  policy. 

ELECTION  SCHEDULE 

Nominations  Open  Friday,  March  9, 9a.m. 

Nominations  Close  Wednesday,  March  2 1 ,  5p.m. 

Deadline  for  Submission  of  Candidate's  Statements....Wednesday,  March  21,5p.m. 

Announcement  of  Irregular  Nominations  Thursday,  March  22,9a.m. 

Filing  of  Corrected  Papers  Monday,  March  26,  noon 

Deadline  for  Appeals  Monday,  March  26, 5p,m. 

Withdrawal  of  Nomination  Tuesday,  March  27,  noon 

Announcement  of  Candidates  Tuesday,  March  27,  I  p.m. 

Election  Dates  Wednesday,  March  28 

&  Thursday,  March  29 

Unofficial  Results  Announced  Friday,  March  30,9a.m. 

Deadline  for  Recount  Request  Appeal  Friday,  March  30, 5p.m. 

Appeals  Completed, Winners  Declared 

Elected  and  Results  Announced  Monday,  April  2,9a.m. 

The  polling  station  in  the  Athletic  Centre  will  be  open  from  8  a.m.to 
6  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  March  28  and  Thursday,  March  29. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  STUDENT  CONSTITUENCY 

The  1 2  student  members  will  be  elected  on  an  "at  large"  basis,  ensuring  that  there  are  6  female 
members  and  6  male  members,  and  furthermore  thac 

a)  a  minimum  of  2  seats  are  filled  by  funj^time_A!*!U.??,Sc!en^  (I  female,  I  male); 

b)  a  minimum  of  2  scats  arc  filled  by  full-time  undergraduate  students  registered  in  the 
Professional  Faculties  (I  female,  I  male); 

c)  a  minimum  of  I  seat  is  filled  by  a  part-time  undergraduate  student; 

d)  a  minimum  of  I  seat  is  filled  by  a  student  registered  in  the  School  of  Graduate  Studies: 

e)  I  seat  is  filled  by  a  student  registered  at  UT  MIssissauga  and  I  seat  is  filled  by  a  student 
T,^Z\^^X^J^-?i%}>rS-%Cjirbmou^.  By  arrangement  among  the  respective  Athletics  Departments  and 
the  Chief  Returning  Officer,  there  shall  be  one  female  representative  and  one  male  representative. 

f)  4  members  elected  on  an  "at  large"  basis,  so  that  the  total  number  of  students  to  be  eleaed  is 
6  females  and  6  males. 

A  candidate's  area  of  registration  shall  be  that  as  determined  by  the  current  University  ofToronto 
registration  regulations,  and  in  the  case  of  a  dispute,  the  decision  of  the  Office  of  the  University 
Registrar  shall  be  final.  Professional  faculty  students  who  are  cross  registered  at  a  multi  faculty 
College  shall  represent  their  area  of  academic  registration. 

Alt  University  ofToronto  students  who  pay  an  Athletic  Centre  fee  arc  eligible  to  stand  for  election, 
to  nominate  candidates  and  to  vote.  A  successful  candidate  who  ceases  to  be  a  student  prior  to  the 
completion  of  her/his  term  must  resign  from  the  Council,  and  a  By-election  may  be  called  to  fill  the 
remainder  of  the  term. 

OTHER  CONSTITUENCIES 

Administrative  Staff  Representative  must  be  a  member  of  the  University  ofToronto  administra- 
tive or  technical  staff,  and  not  be  a  student  or  member  of  the  academic  staff,  and  hold  a  current  staff 
membership  in  the  Athletic  Centre.  Full-time  FPEH  staff  are  excluded. 

Academic  Staff  Representative  must  be  a  member  of  the  University  ofToronto  academic  staff 
and  hold  a  staff  membership  in  the  Athletic  Centre.  Full-time  FPEH  staff  are  excluded. 
Alumnae/i  Representative  must  bo  a  member  of  the  University  ofToronto  alumna  and  hold  a 
current  aluninae/i  membership  in  the  Athletic  Centre.  Full-time  FPEH  staff  are  excluded. 
FPEH  Staff  Representatives  must  be  full-time  staff  members  of  FPEH  elected  by  full-time 
instructional/administrative  staff. Two  members  shall  be  female  and  two  members  shall  be  male. 

NOMINATION  FORMS  AND  DEADLINE 

Nominauon  forms  for  St.  George  campus  candidates  are  available  from  the  Mam  Office.Athletic 
Centre;  Program  Office.Athletic  Centre  or  the  Chief  Returning  Officer,  Room  2083, Athletic  Centre. 
Nomination  papers  must  be  filed  at  any  of  these  offices  by  5  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  March  2 1 . 
Nominations  received  elsewhere  or  after  that  time  will  be  invalid. 

For  full  information,  please  contact  the 
Chief  Returning  Officer,  978-2 1 36. 


Men's  Hockey 
favoured  in  OUA 
semi-finals 


Brian  O'Neill 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Men's  Hockey  (20-9-1-0)  will  host  Uni- 
versite  du  Quebec  a  Trois-Rlvieres 
(19-6-3-3)  tomorrow  in  the  Ontario  Uni- 
versity Athletic  best-of-three  semifinal 
matchup. 

The  second  game  will  be  played  on 
the  Patriotes'  home  ice  March  3,  and 
if  necessary,  the  final  game  will  stay  in 
Quebec  the  following  night.  The  winner 
will  take  on  the  champion  of  west  brack- 
et in  the  OUA  final  March  10. 


Past  success 


The  travelling  Blues  won  3-2  over  the  Far 
East  champs  in  overtime  Nov.  3,  before 
posting  a  3-1  home  victory  over  the  Jan. 
27. 

UQTR  will  have  their  work  cut  out  for 
them  as  they  take  on  a  streaking  U  of  T 
team  coming  off  a  sweep  of  the  Canadi- 
an Interuniversity  Sport's  ninth-ranked 
team,  McGill  (15-7-5-1). 

The  Blues  clinched  a  spot  in  the  semis 
following  a  2-0  victory  over  those  Red- 
men  Saturday  at  Varsity  arena.  The  win 
followed  a  1-0  victory  Wednesday  at 
Montreal. 

McGill  boasted  a  top-flight  offence, 
leading  the  Far  East  division  in  regular- 
season  goal  production  this  season  with 
113  points,  without  suffering  a  single 
shutout  loss  in  league  play. 

That  is,  until  they  came  against  Blues 
goalie  Matt  Grinnell.  U  of  T's  stalwart 
between  the  pipes  continued  his  sterling  sea- 
son with  50  saves  in  the  two  contests  en  route 
to  earning  his  second  OUA  player  of  the  week 
award.  Grinnell  currently  leads  the  nation  with 
18  victories,  2.20  goals  against  average,  and  is  in 
the  CIS's  top-three  with  a  .921  save  percentage. 


Defensive  pressure 


On  Saturday  the  Blues  were  able  to  play  strong 
defensive  hockey  forcing  pressure  on  the  McGill 
shooters  and  getting  timely  shot  blocking.  Grin- 
nell was  his  usual  outstanding  self,  stopping  all 
28  McGill  shots  to  preserve  the  shutout  victory. 

"We  had  a  lot  of  good  defensive  pressure  on 
their  shooters,"  Grinnell  said.  "We  wanted  to 
make  sure  that  we  had  each  one  covered  and 
that  they  couldn't  generate  anything  too  threat- 
ening. 

"Keeping  [McGill]  off  the  boards  was  key  to  our 
defence.  We  were  able  to  provide  the  pressure  to 
get  them  a  little  discouraged  and  worried." 

The  Blues  opened  the  scoring  at  17:36  of  the 
second  period  on  a  beautiful  cross-crease  one- 
timer  by  Mark  Wright.  Joe  Rand  had  picked  up 
the  puck  in  the  neutral  zone  and  burst  into  the 
Redmen  end  along  the  boards  before  making  the 
perfect  saucer  pass  to  Wright,  who  completed 
the  one-timer  by  the  far  post. 

With  a  1-0  lead  going  into  the  second  intermis- 
sion, there  was  question  as  to  whether  the  Blues 
would  play  defensive  in  the  third. 

"We  didn't  try  to  play  defensive  hockey  in  the 
third,"  coach  Darren  Lowe  said.  "We  just  wanted 
to  keep  doing  what  we  were  doing  and  let  our 
offence  produce  and  let  our  defence  do  what 


Defenseman  Andre  Robichaud  looks  to  pass  in  U  of  T's  2-0  win 
over  McGill  Saturday.  The  Blues  play  UQTR  tomorrow. 


needed  to  be  done." 

Late  in  the  third  McGill  pulled  their  goalie  to 
try  and  even  the  score.  That  ended  up  being 
costly  as  Simon  Barg  scored  an  empty-netter 
with  less  than  a  minute  left  from  just  out  the 
McGill  zone,  putting  an  end  to  any  chance  for  a 
McGill  comeback. 

"When  that  empty  netter  went  in,  I  was  so  re- 
lieved," Grinnell  said.  "It  felt  like  a  huge  load  was 
taken  off  my  shoulders.  I  knew  from  then  on  we 
would  be  fine." 

The  Blues  hung  on  for  the  last  minute,  even 
being  down  five-on-three  with  the  final  fifteen 
seconds  of  play. 

Walter  Palka,  parent  of  Blues  winger  Greg  Pal- 
ka,  said  the  difference  was  U  of  T's  net-minder. 
"McGill  just  couldn't  threaten  as  much  as  Toron- 
to," he  said.  "Grinnell  changed  the  way  McGill 
had  to  play." 


Powerful  play 


While  the  Blues'  physicality  was  picked  up 
throughout  the  series,  they  took  McGill  within 
the  rules  and  played  disciplined  hockey,  without 
taking  costly  penalties. 

Conversely,  while  improving  their  power 
play  has  been  a  target  for  the  Blues,  they  con- 
verted when  it  mattered,  getting  the  only  goal  of 
Wednesday's  game,  a  power  play  strike  late  in 
the  third. 

"During  this  series,  we  showed  we  can  com- 
pete and  that  we  were  strong,"  Lowe  said. 

The  Blues  lost  both  of  the  two  meetings  during 
the  regular  season  against  McGill,  3-0  in  October 
and  most  recently,  11-1  earlier  this  month. 


CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

taken  a  quick  lead  in  the  second,"  Belanger 
said.  "But  we  had  three  bad  minutes  that  con- 
sequently lost  us  the  lead.  We  fell  off-kilter 
there,  fouling  York's  players  and  giving  them 
the  momentum.  After  that  we  were  playing  on 
the  back  of  our  heels,  and  eventually  lost  by 
ten. 


"Basketball  is  such  a  fickle  sport,  eh?" 

Belanger  also  cited  the  play  of  Lions  guard 
Kimberly  Gibbs,  who  had  a  breakout  game  for 
York,  scoring  11  of  her  16  points  in  the  second 
half. 

Guard  Maine  Hutton  had  16  points  in  the 
loss,  and  forward  Christine  Cho  had  eight 
points  to  go  with  12  rebounds.  Both  were  OUA 
all-stars  for  the  Blues. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


THERE'S  MORE 
THAN   ONE  WAY 
TO  LOSE 
YOUR  LIFE 
TO  A  KILLER 


5 

i 

i  * 


THERE'S  A  LIFE  ON  THE  LINE.  SHALL 
WE  ASK  THEM  TO  HOLD? 

Distress  Centres  of  Toronto  need  volun- 
teers who  can  be  there  24/7  to  answer 
the  calls  of  the  lonely,  distressed  or 
suicidal.  We  provide  comprehensive 
training  in  telephone  support,  crisis 
intervention  and  suicide  prevention. 
Visit  www.torontodistresscentre.com  or 
call  -  Downtown;  416-598-0166,  North 
York:  416-486-3180,  Scarborough:  416- 
439-0744. 

DID  YOU  KNOW...? 

Every  little  girl  is  born  with  40,000  ovarian 
eggs.  During  her  lifetime,  only  a  few  eggs 
will  ever  be  used.  A  professional  couple 
is  looking  for  a  compassionate,  young, 
healthy  woman  to  donate  a  few  of  her 
many  eggs  to  help  fulfill  our  dreams  of 
having  a  baby  We  very  much  hope  your 
are  this  woman!  If  so,  please  contact: 
pat@soft-infertilitycom  Thank  you  for 
helping  make  our  dreams  come  true. 


THE  TORONTO  ART  THERAPY  INSTITUTE 

Announces  new  options  for  streamlined 
training  in  art  therapy.  Visit  vww.tati.on.ca 
or  call  416-924-6221. 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


services: 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING 
EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help  with 
all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in  resumes, 
applications,  and  appeals.  Call  416-960- 
9042.  Email:  customessay@bellnet.ca. 
Online:  customessaycom 

PICKUP  &  GO  MOVING  4U 

One  Man  One  Pickup  Truck  $25.00 
per  hr  -i-  (2  hour  minimum).  Last 
minute  OK  24/7  Steve  Cell  416  994- 
7245. 

PC  COMPUTER  SERVICE 

Free  estimate.  25%  discount  for  U  of  T 
students.  Repairs  and  upgrades  at  your 
home.  Microtronics  co.  Phone:  416-423- 
6069,  Cell:  416-669-5700 


PRIVATE  MATH  TUTOR 

PhD  in  Mathematics,  many  years  experi- 
ence teaching,  tutoring  mathematics  to 
Ontario  high  school  and  university  stu- 
dents. Individual  tutoring,  very  close  to 
subway  416-452-0279. 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)- 
785-8898. 

TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  COPY 
EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and 
dissertations,  from  style  to  format. 
APA,  MLA  and  McGill  styles  are  speci- 
alities. Mary  Anne  Carswell,  MA,  MEd, 
mcarswell@sympatico.ca ,  416-303-3106. 


Advertise  in  the  Varsity 

ads@thevarsity.ca 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  eacli  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 
the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 
DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


Canada's  best  graduate  student  experience 

Western  offers  access  to  interdisciplinary  programs  that  allow  you  to  pursue  your  areas 
of  interest.  You'll  work  with,  and  learn  from,  some  of  the  best  researchers  and  teachers 
in  the  world.  Generous  funding  is  available  and  you'll  enjoy  all  the  advantages 
of  living  in  a  university  community  that  is  part  of  a  major  urban  centre. 


The  University  of  Western  Ontario 


Wesfern 


HE  GRADUATE 

STUDENT 
EXPERIENCE 

A  mini-conference  for  prospective 
Western  graduate  students 

Saturday,  March  10, 2007 
12:00  p.m.  -  4:30  p.m..  Great  Hall 

This  event  will  provide  you  with  insight  and  information 
on  what  it  tal<es  to  succeed  in  graduate  school. 

Apart  from  general  information  on  The  Society  of  Graduate 
Students,  TAships,  scholarships,  The  Faculty  of  Graduate 
Studies,  The  City  of  London  and  much  more,  there  will 
also  be  specific  sessions  on  the  following  topics: 


'  Strategies  for  Success  in 
and  after  Graduate  School 

'  Getting  Mentored  in 
Graduate  School 

'  Financing  Your  Graduate 
Education 


Support  Services  for 
Graduate  Students 

Housing  Opportunities 

The  Best  Graduate  Student 

Experience 

(panel  discussion) 


For  more  information  and  to  register,  please  visit: 

www.uwo.ca/grad 


Learn  more 
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VARSITY  COMICS 
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DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


HOW  TO  GET  MARRIED 

a  coalc  for  people  who 
are  way  Into  getting 
■arrlea 


If  you  want  to 
get  married 
then  first  you 
need  to  find  a 
mate!  you  need 
to  find  a  life 
PARTNER. 

\ 


I  really  don't  see  why 
you're  forcing  a  Game 
Boy  into  this,  T-Rex! 


once  you  have  that  partner,  then  all  you 
HAVE  TO  DO  is  comnit  to  them  for  the  rest 
of  your  life,  and  they  to  you!    it's  really 
that  easy!    it's  like  buying  a  Game  Boy, 
✓  opening  it  up,  and  then 
saying,  "Yes,  this  is 
enough.    I  will  never  get 
tired  of  Tetris. " 

ALSO,  the  Game  Boy  loves 
you  back. 

Aaand  you're  not  all  owed  aoc:^ 
to  loan  the  Game  Boy  ^.^~~iry 
out  to  friends       —  ^""^ 
unless  you  and 
the  Game  Boy  talk 
about  it 
first. 


but  it's  ridiculous!    This  is 
"Marriage  is  like  Game  Boys, 
you  marry  the  Game  Boys." 


Yes,  that  is 
fair  and 
accurate 
impression 
of  me  and 
my  awesome 
description 
of  marriage. 


But  don't  you  see?  By 
casting  marriage  in  terms  of 
Game  Boys,  I  make  it  seem 
accessible,  fun,  affordable, 
and  sexy!  n^-^-,^ 

^     ^  Game  Boys 

are  like  15- 
years  old! 


THEY  ARE  18 
YEARS  OLD  THIS 
YEAR  FOR  YOUR 
INFORMATION 
\ 

ALSO  WHAT  THE 
HELL  DID  I 
JUST  SAY 


(Cj  2007  Ryan  North 

ITCH  By  Daniel  Kaell 


Business  &  Financial  Services 


Community  Services 


Culinary  Arts 


Design 


Engineering  Technology 


Fashion 


Health  Sciences 


Hospitality  &  Tourism  Management 


You're  graduating  with  a  degree,  but  many  employers  want  specialized  skills  and  experience.  Our  postgrad 
programs  take  your  theoretical  knowledge  and  let  you  apply  it.  In  a  hands-on  learning  environment,  with  our 
network  of  contacts  that  lead  to  work  placements  -  9  out  of  1 0  within  six  months  -  you'll  get  transferable  skills 
that  lead  to  jobs.  We  also  offer  fast-track  programs  so  that  you  can  earn  a  full  2-3  year  diploma  in  less  than  a  year. 
Call  us  today  to  find  out  about  an  information  session.  We'll  help  you  get  in  the  door  ahead  of  the  crowd. 


GEORGE 
BROWN 

COLLEGE 


Nursing 


Call  toll  free  1  -800-41 5-5000  or  41 6-41 5-5000  or  go  to  georgebrown.ca/postgrad 
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NEW  DEALS,  FAMILIAR  FOES 

Mudslinging  begins  on  schedule  for  SAC  campaign  hopefuls;  fight  erupts  over  Trin  snub 


Top:  Michal  Hay  (left)  and  Sandy  Hudson,  Your  Team's  candidates  for  VP  university  affairs  and  internal,  make  their  case  in  some  Woodsworth  residents'  living  room.  Bottom-.  Hugh 
Maclntyre  and  Andrea  Tirone,  New  Deal's  candidates  for  VP  internal  and  equity,  meet  with  students  at  Sidney  Smith  Hall. 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


U  of  T  students  watch  out.  In  lecture 
halls,  study  spaces,  and  residence 
rooms,  wannabe  student  leaders 
are  out  stumping  for  your  vote.  And 


although  the  campaign  is  barely  a 
week  old,  with  voting  to  take  place 
later  this  week,  the  elections  for  SAC 
(soon  to  be  UTSU)  have  drawn  their 
share  of  controversy. 

Last  week.  Trinity  college  direc- 
tor Gabe  De  Roche  complained  after 


finding  out  there  would  be  no  polling 
station  inside  Trinity  College's  The 
Buttery,  as  in  past  years.  He  claimed 
that  Trinity's  student  population  was 
being  "disenfranchised." 

"This  presents  a  problem  for  me 
because  my  base  is  the  resident  pop- 


ulation at  Trin,"  De  Roche  wrote  in  an 
email.  "1  interpret  this  as  SAC  shut- 
ting down  the  only  polling  location  at 
which  Trin  students  actually  vote  in 
order  to  cut  off  my  base." 

SEE  ELECTION' -PG  2 


Pricey  program  builds  bridges  to  biz  success 


J.P.  Antonacci 

VARSITY  STAFF  

After  graduating  last  June,  Olesy 
Alekseev  became  a  guinea  pig,  and 
she  couldn't  be  happier  about  the 
way  the  experiment  turned  out.  She 
is  now  a  customer  service  manager 
with  Scotiabank  in  the  financial  dis- 
trict— the  youngest  such  manager  in 
the  GTA. 

"I  never  would  have  dreamed  that 
I  loved  finance!"  Alekseev  laughed. 
"From  my  work  experience  1  knew 
I  wanted  to  get  into  business,  but  I 
was  missing  these  essential  busi- 
ness skills." 

Alekseev  was  one  of  57  partici- 
pants in  the  Bridge  to  Business 
program,  a  month-long  course  de- 


signed by  U  of  T's  Rotman  School  of 
Management  that  sees  top  Rotman 
professors  teach  business  skills  to 
high-achieving  arts  and  science  un- 
dergraduates. 

Along  with  business  training,  B2B, 
as  the  program  is  known,  aims  to 
set  participants  up  with  "platform 
jobs  that  will  provide  students  with 
multi-directional  career  opportuni- 
ties," said  Joelle  Allen,  a  marketing 
and  communications  officer  at  Rot- 

SEE  BRIDGE' -PG 6 


Tonika  Morgan,  an  alumna  of  Rotman's 
B2B  program,  is  now  a  project  manager 
at  the  Jane/Finch  Community  and  Family 
Centre 


&  ALWAYS  ONLINE 

www.thevarsity.ca 
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No 
boys 
allowed: 
girls 

Gym  time  for  women 
only  draws  student  ire 
atUTSC 


Karen  Ho 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Just  in  time  for  International  Wom- 
en's Week,  an  Intense  discussion 
about  the  rights  of  women  and  mi- 
norities has  been  sparked  by — of 
all  things — a  fitness  pr.ogram 
aimed  at  female  student.s^  staff  and 
faculty  at  U  of  T's  Scarborough 
campus. 

Starting  Tuesday,  March  6,  UTSC 
Athletics  will  provide  three  90-min- 
ute  off-peak  time  slots  in  its  Cardio 
Theatre  as  women-only  hours.  The 
move  has  been  under  discussion 
for  years,  but  was  finally  put  into 
place  through  the  coordination  of 
SCSU  VP  Students'  and  Equity  Jen- 
na  Hossack  and  Assistant  Director 
of  Athletics  Heidi  Calder.  The  time 
slots  of  9-10:30  a.m.  on  Tuesdays, 
9-10:30  p.m.  on  Wednesdays  and  2- 
3:30  p.m.  on  Thursdays  were  cho- 
sen based  on  student  responses 
collected  by  Hossack. 

Taking  into  consideration  the 
large  population  of  Muslim  stu- 
dents, the  predominance  of  female 
students  on  campus  (65  per  cent 
of  UTSC  total  population)  and 
comments  regarding  the  Cardio 
Theatre's  adverse  "fishbowl  ef- 
fect" that  drew  gawkers  who  both- 
ered exercising  women,  the  Athlet- 
ics Department  installed  movable 
blinds  to  cover  the  large  windows 
on  either  side  of  the  room  during 
the  new  women-only  hours. 

However,  all  it  took  was  a  stu- 
dent post  on  a  Facebook  group  to 
set  off  a  heated  debate  on  whether 
or  not  this  move  overly  accommo- 
dates minorities,  unnecessarily 
segregates  men  and  women,  and 
encourages  stereotypes  about 
gender  and  fitness. 

Raluca  Ulici,  a  third-year  stu- 
dent in  biology  and  psychology, 
is  actively  protesting  the  move 
as  an  inconvenience  to  both  men 
and  women,  stating  that  females 
should  not  be  given  such  special 
considerations. 

"Women  are  equal.  They  are  not 
sacred  and  should  not  be  'protect- 
ed' against  anything.  They  should 
follow  the  same  rules  as  men  do," 
Ulici  insisted.  "This  is  sexist,  dis- 
criminatory and  it's  turning  back 
time."  Ulici,  who  is  campaigning 


SEE  'GYM'-PG4 


MONDAY,  MARCH  5,  2007 


VARSI^v  NEWS 


news@thevarsity.ca 


HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


West  Entrance. 
Elevator  STTV 


Your  student  centre! 


$5  Buck  Lunch 

Presented  by  the  Hart  House 
Literary  and  Library  Committee 
In  the  Great  HalL  March  7th,  2007 


HART  HOUSE  TOUR 

Find  out  what  Hart  House  is  all  about  and  how  you 
can  get  involved.  Learn  how  to  make  use  of  YOUR 
student  centre.  Meet  at  the  Porters'  Desk 
Wednesday,  March  7th.  I -1 :30PM. 


INTUITWEDNESDAYS 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1:30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  Meet  representatives  of  women's 
campus  groupsand  learn  about  the  roles  played  by 

women  in  leadership  positions  at  UofT. 
Drop  in  for  coffee  &  cookies,  meet  new  people  and 
find  out  how  you  can  get  involved  on  campus. 


KNIGHTWALK: 
Fashion  Event 

Be  captivated  by  the  innovative  and  unusual 
designs  of  students  from  the 

International  Academy  of  Design  &  Techndogy. 
March  7th  in  the  Great  Hall 
Doors  open  at  7PM;  show  begins  7:30PM. 


DELECTABLE  DIYASj 

An  evening  of  phenonienai  women.  Celebratel 
International  Women's  Day  and  eat  cake  toolJl 
March  9th  at  8:00PM  in  the  Great  Hall.  | 
Tickets  $10 
www.uofitix.caor4l6.978.8849  j 


IN  THE  JUSTINA  M. 
BARNICKE  GALLERY 

The  Camera  Club's  85th  Annual  Exhibition  of 
Photographs  and  the  Art  Committee's 
Hart  House  Art  Competition. 
Free.  Runs  until  March  20. 


EAT  IN  THE 
ARBOR  ROOM  AGAIN! 

Head  over  to  Hart  House  again  for  your 
morning  coffee,  a  quick  bite  to  eat,  or  drinks  with 
friends.  Sammy's  Student  Exchange 
in  the  Arbor  Room  is  NOW  OPEN! 


For  more  Hart  House  events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 


Stumping  students  brave 
blizzards  to  press  palms 


'ELECTION'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

SAC  chief  returning  officer  Eric 
Newstadt  said  that  "Trinity  isn't  being 
used  this  year  because  Trinity  simply 
wasn't  available.  Neither  was  Vic, 
which  is  why  we  went  with  Wymil- 
wood." 

Voting  goes  on  from  Wednesday 
until  Friday,  with  polling  stations  at 
Sid  Smith,  Woodsworth  College  Resi- 
dence, the  Bahen  Centre,  Gerstein 
Library,  Wymilwood  at  Victoria  Col- 
lege, and  the  South  and  North  Build- 
ings at  UTM  campus.  A  candidates' 
debate  is  scheduled  for  Tuesday  at  4 
p.m.  at  the  Bahen  Centre. 

On  the  campaign  trail,  meanwhile, 
the  mud  has  begun  to  fly. 

Last  week,  the  New  Deal  campaign 
publicized  the  fact  that  David  Scriv- 
ener, Your  Team's  candidate  for  VP 
external,  was  one  of  a  dozen  student 
leaders  from  Toronto-area  universi- 
ties who  posed  as  campus  journal- 
ists to  gain  entry  and  raise  ruckus  at 
a  Ministry  of  Training,  Colleges,  and 
Universities  press  conference  last 
month.  The  incident  received  cover- 
age from  as  far  afield  as  UBC  (see  our 
Comment  section  for  more.) 

Meanwhile,  opponents  of  New  Deal 
have  seized  on  the  fact  that  Sam  Rahi- 
mi,  a  VP  external  at  SAC  in  2004/05,  is 
managing  the  slate's  campaign.  Paul 
Bretscher,  who  was  SAC  president 
last  year,  called  Rahimi's  involvement 
with  New  Deal  a  "blunder." 


New  Deal's  VP  internal  candidate  Hugh 
Maclntyre  addresses  a  class  at  the  Earth 
Sciences  Centre  last  Thursday 

"It  energizes  people,"  Bretscher 
said,  such  as  student  leaders  who 
clashed  with  Rahimi  in  the  past. 

Alex  Tepperman,  a  fifth-year  Clas- 
sics student  who  has  been  involved 
with  SAC  since  2003  and  has  butted 
heads  with  Rahimi  claimed  that  Rahi- 
mi "sees  New  Deal  as  the  anti-[SAC], 
a  group  of  card-carrying  Conserva- 
tives and  Liberals  who  will  clean 
house." 

Rahimi  dismissed  those  criticisms. 

"Students  aren't  electing  a  cam- 
paign manager.  The  issue  of  me  back- 
ing this  ticket  is  irrelevant." 

He  reiterated  New  Deal's  central 
message  that  "[SAC]  really  needs 


the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


The  University  of  Guelph 
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credit  courses,  so  you  can 

ACCELERATE 
YOUR 
STUDIES! 

ENROL  IN 
DISTANCE  EDUCATION 
THIS  SUMMER 
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a  change.  It  needs  to  become  more 
democratic  and  less  of  a  clique,  which 
is  the  way  many  people  perceive  it." 

But  some  students  disagree  with 
this  polarized  assessment  of  the  cam- 
paigns. David  Warde-Farley,  a  fourth- 
year  student  a  vice-president  of  the 
Computer  Science  Student  Union, 
who  will  "likely"  vote  for  the  New  Deal 
slate  and  considers  himself  "left-lean- 
ing," said  the  election  is  about  shift- 
ing the  student  union's  priorities. 

"We're  a  bit  fed  up,"  Warde-Farley 
said.  "We'd  prefer  our  student  union 
to  be  focusing  its  resources  on  pro- 
grams with  broad,  immediate  ben- 
efits to  the  student  community,  and 
picking  battles  that  it  can  win." 

According  to  him,  the  campaign  to 
freeze  tuition  fees,  which  culminated 
in  the  Feb.  7  Day  of  Action  last  month, 
is  not  one  such  battle. 

"I  think  there's  real  potential  for  a 
culture  shift  away  from  the  realm  of 
pet  causes  and  partisanship  towards 
a  frugal,  effective  representative 
body  with  a  clear  mandate  from  the 
voters." 

Tepperman  meanwhile  speculated 
that  "There  will  be  some  people  who 
will  vote  Your  Team  because  they  ap- 
prove of  the  last  two  efficiently  and 
professionally-run  SAC  executives. 
There  will  also  be  people  who  will 
vote  New  Deal,  though,  because  they 
imagine  that  a  total  about-face  for 
SAC  will  somehow  make  their  lives 
easier." 

The  campaign  continues  this  week 
on  campus  and  online.  All  the  candi- 
dates have  used  the  online  network 
Facebook  to  put  out  the  message  to 
students,  and  their  groups  boast 
varying  numbers  of  members. 

"I'm  not  sure  how  many  votes 
[Facebook]  turns  out,"  said  New 
Deal's  Rahimi.  "But  it  creates  a  base 
of  supporters  whom  you  can  rely  on 
as  volunteers  later  in  the  campaign." 
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RealTrax""  ring  tunes 

Week  of  February  26 

1.  Cupid's  Chokehold 

-  Gym  Class  Heroes 

2.  Don't  Matter 

■  Akon 

3.  Go  Getta  (R.  Kelly  Chorus) 

-  Young  Jeezy 

4.  Ice  Box 

-  Omarion 

5.  Irreplaceable 

-  Beyonce 

6.  Lips  of  an  Angel 

-  Hinder 

7.  On  The  Hotline 

-  Pretty  Kicky 

8.  This  Is  Why  I'm  Hot  (Chorus) 

-  MIMS 

9.  Throw  Some  D's 

-  Rich  Boy 

10.  Poppin' 

-  Chris  Brown 

Text  "PLAY"  to  4800  on  your  Rogers  wireless 
phone  to  download  your  favourite  ring  tunes  today. 
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Hugh  Maclntyre 
Slate:  New  Deal 


THE  LOWOOWN:  Maclntyre  is  a 
third-year  student  in  history  and 
poHtical  science.  He  has  worked 
in  Conservative  MP  Peter  Van 
Loan's  constituency  office  and 
has  been  a  member-at-Iarge  for 
VUSAC. 

THE  PLATFORM:  Maclntyre  may  be 
lacicing  in  student  politics  expe- 
rience, but  not  ideas.  Citing  con- 
cerns of  financial  waste,  he  vows 
to  accept  a  $5,000  pay  cut  to  fund 
a  cash  pool  for  needy  students 
as  part  of  what  his  slate  termed 
"A  New  Deal  for  Integrity."  Some 
of  his  other  ideas  are  even  more 
novel:  a  24-hour  response  ser- 
vice for  student  queries,  monthly 
meetings  and  weekly  updates 
on  UTSU  expenditures.  With  an 
eye  towards  U  of  T's  moribund 
school  spirit,  Maclntyre  wants 
to  bring  back  Homecoming.  "It's 
the  sort  of  thing  that  needs  to  be 
built  into  a  tradition  and  it  needs 
to  be  done  well,"  he  said. 

THE  PITCH:  "My  time  working  in  a 
constituency  office  and  my  many 
years  of  political  activism  have 
taught  me  the  importance  of  a 
government  that  listens  to  the 
electorate.  This  is  as  true  for 
student  government  as  it  is  for 
any  other  kind  of  government. 
As  your  VP  internal  I  will  ensure 
that  the  student  union  works  for 
you.  Vote  for  a  new  deal  and  you 
will  get  an  executive  interested  in 
maximizing  student  fees  for  stu- 
dent benefit  and  offering  mature 
advocacy  and  representation." 
-SANA  AHMED 

Faraz  Siddiqui 
Slate:  Your  Team 

THE  LOWDOWN:  Siddiqui  studies 
biology  and  bioethics  and  has  a 
great  deal  of  experience  on  cam- 
pus. He  has  served  for  two  years 
on  the  University  Affairs  Board 
of  Governing  Council.  Siddiqui 
has  served  as  VP  of  the  Muslim 
Students'  Association  and  co- 
ordinated this  year's  Health  and 
Human  Rights  Conference  at  U  of 
T. 

THE  PLATFORM:  Siddiqui  will  in- 
clude eye  exams  in  the  Health 
and  Dental  Plan,  establish  a  free 
essay-printing  service  at  UTSU's 
office,  and  bring  the  ISlC  service 
to  UTM.  He  also  promised  greater 
accountability  to  students,  not- 
ing that  "a  lot  of  students  want 
to  know  where  [their  money]  is 
going." 

THE  PITCH:  'I  have  the  skills  to  pro- 
vide and  advocate  for  increased 
student  services.  Vote  Siddiqui — 
I'm  on  your  team." 
-NAUSHAD All  HUSEIN 


//NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Blkechain  rides  again 

Hoping  the  second  dime's  the  charm, 
Bikechain — a  U  of  T  group  providing 
free  bike  repair  and  support  for  stu- 
dent cyclists — is  mounting  its  second 
levy  campaign  of  the  year,  after  a  ref- 
erendum in  October  failed  to  attract 
the  2,200  minimum  number  of  votes 
needed  to  pass.  Currently  unsubsi- 
dized,  Bikechain  is  seeking  25  cents  per 
student  to  cover  operating  costs.  The 
group  timed  the  upcoming  vote  to  co- 
incide with  SAC  elections,  expecting  to 
draw  more  voters. 

SAC  acknowledges  'rash 
decision' 

Student  politicians,  including  several 
associated  with  SAC,  have  admitted 
that  their  decision  to  pose  as  student 
journalists  in  order  to  gain  entry  to  a 
media-only  press  conference  was  poor- 
ly thought-out. 
"It  was,  in  hindsight,  not  the  best 


idea,"  said  SAC  candidate  Dave  Scriv- 
ener, one  of  the  student  politicians  who 
entered  the  event  under  false  creden- 
tials. "It  was  a  rash  decision." 

After  arriving  at  a  March  5  confer- 
ence held  by  Ontario  minister  of  train- 
ing, colleges  and  universities  Chris 
Bentley,  the  student  politicicins  were 
told  that  only  members  of  the  media 
would  be  admitted.  Some  of  the  stu- 
dent representatives  chose  to  sign  in 
to  the  event  as  journalists  from  their 
schools'  papers.  They  did  not  maintain 
the  charade  long,  as  they  had  come  to 
the  event  to  protest  Bentley 's  policies 
on  tuition  fees. 

The  imbroglio  that  arose  when  the 
undercover  advocates  shouted  down 
the  Liberal  minister,  causing  Bentley  to 
cancel  his  address,  in  what  UBC's  news- 
paper the  Ubyssey  characterized  as  a 
"harebrained  publicity  stunt"  (for  a  clos- 
er look  at  their  coverage,  see  page  7). 

SAC  chairperson  Jen  Hassum,  who 
signed  in  under  her  true  credentials 
and  was  barred  from  the  conference. 


threatened  with  trespassing  charges 
if  she  tried  to  enter,  has  said  the  "me- 
dia-only" restriction  was  unexpected, 
but  that  the  phony-journalist  ploy  Wcis 
regrettable. 
-ANDRE  BOVEE-BEGUN 
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At  the  University  of  Ottawa,  you  win  benefit 

from  unparalleled  funding  opportunities.  Most  graduate  students 
receive  between  $14,000  and  $17,000  of  annual  support.  Many 
departments  offer  even  more! 


Graduate  Studies  Meet  and  Greet  in  Toronto! 

7:30  to  9:00  p.m.,  April  25th,  MaRS  Building,  100  College  Street,  Toronto 
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Women-only  gym  hours  'turning  back  time':  student 


'GYM' -CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

for  a  student  vote  on  the  matter, 
claims  that  a  large  number  of  her 
friends  and  fellow  students  are  op- 
posed to  the  women-only  hours. 

In  response  to  proponents  of  the 
program,  who  argue  that  women- 
only  hours  provide  a  safe  space  for 
students  and  staff  with  special  con- 
cerns over  comfort,  safety,  religion 
or  culture,  Ulici  states:  "If  it's  a  re- 
ligious reason,  then  people  have  to 


realize  that  sometimes  not  every- 
body can  accommodate  a  multi- 
cultural community  towards  them, 
and  we  shouldn't  punish  boys  for 
[women's]  religious  choices.  If  it's 
a  body  type  thing,  girls  get  judged 
no  matter  what  and  being  in  a  gym 
puts  the  same  strain  as  walking  on 
the  street." 

Calder  slammed  Ulici  for  her  op- 
position to  the  women-only  hours. 

"It  is  ignorant  to  think  this  [pro- 
gram] is  ethnic-  or  gender-spe- 


cific," she  contended.  Calder  said 
that  UTSC  athletics,  which  is  com- 
pletely funded  by  students,  recog- 
nizes the  importance  of  listening 
to  students  and  bringing  in  new 
programs  to  meet  their  demands. 
She  also  mentioned  that  U  of  T's 
St.  George  and  Mississauga  cam- 
puses already  have  women-only 
workout  hours,  meaning  UTSC  is 
actually  lagging  behind.  She  hopes 
to  extend  the  fledgling  women-only 
program  with  more  female-specific 


classes  and  time  slots  in  future. 

Both  Hossack  and  Calder  char- 
acterize the  program  as  an  attempt 
to  serve  students  who  pay  athletic 
fees  but  are  unable  to  use  the  ath- 
lectic  services  for  various  reasons 
and  feel  frustrated  as  a  result. 
Calder  said  many  faculty  and  staff 
withdraw  their  memberships  from 
the  center  due  to  feelings  of  dis- 
comfort in  a  co-ed  environment. 

One  student  comment  on  the 
Facebook  discussion  forum  may 


have  put  the  issue  in  perspective 
the  best:  "As  a  woman,  as  a  Cana- 
dian and  as  a  full  time  stu- 
dent at  University  of  Toronto,  I  pay 
for  it,  1  should  get  it  the  way  I  want 
it. ..it's  my  right,"  it  proclaimed. 

W.O.W.!.  a  kickoff  event  for  UTSC's 
new  women-only  workout  hours, 
will  take  place  Tuesday,  March  6  at 
8:30  a.m.  in  the  UTSC  Cardio  The- 
atre during  International  Women's 
Week. 


Post  Grad  Pitf.il 


"Why  get  a  job? 
There's  an  allowance 
and  free  laundry 
at  Chez  Folks. 


Launch  your  career  today  with  the 
Canadian  Securities  Course^": 
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$1.25 


THAT'S  ALL  THE  VARSITY  IS  ASKING 
FROM  FULL-TIME  STUDENTS. 

VOTE  'YES'  TO  GIVING  YOUR  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SOME  BADLY-NEEDED  FUNDING! 


•  THE  VARSITY  currently  has  one  of  the  lowest  student  levies  of  any  campus  publication  in  Canada,  although  we  have 
the  highest  circulation.  Founded  in  1880,  we're  this  country's  oldest  student  newspaper 

•  With  a  levy  of  $1.25  per  full-time  student,  we  receive  one-tenth  as  much  money  from  students  as  other  student-run 
publications  in  the  country  that  have  only  half  as  many  readers  as  we  do,  but  that  get  $4-$10  per  student 

•  The  amount  we  receive  has  not  changed  in  over  25  years,  nor  has  it  increased  to  reflect  the  rate  of  inflation 

•  Because  this  levy  is  our  only  dependable  source  of  revenue,  THE  VARSITY  has  shrunk  to  half  the  size  it  was  only  a 
decade  ago 

•  We've  had  to  cut  some  of  our  services  to  the  university  community,  such  as  our  free  events  listings  for  campus 
groups 

•  This  year,  we  cut  our  budget  by  $17,000 — but  we're  still  short  on  funds 

•  Without  a  higher  student  levy,  THE, VARSITY  will  face  a  serious  funding  shortage 


THE  VARSITY'S  LEVY:  $1.25  (Unchanged  since  the  70s) 

WHAT  WE'RE  ASKING:  An  additional  $1.25  (In  honour  of  our  125^^  anniversary) 

THE  TOTAL:  $2.50  (tied  to  the  rate  of  inflation) 

We  want  to  keep  providing  the  outstanding  news,  commentary,  and  review 
that  U  of  T  students  have  come  to  expect.  So  much  so,  that  IF  STUDENTS  VOTE 
'YES,'  WE  WILL  PUBLISH  ^LISTINGS  FOR  ALL  U  OF  T  CAMPUS  GROUPS  AND  CLUBS! 

VOTE  'YES'  TO  A  LEVY  INCREASE  —  VOTE  'YES'  TO  THE  VARSITY! 

Cast  your  vote:  MARCH  20-23 


March  5-9,  2007 

Keynote  Event 

Islam,  Globalism  and  Competing  Religious  Ideologies 

Dr.  Umar  Faruq  Abd-Allah 

March  8.  7  pm 

Victoria  Chapel,  Victoria  College  (Old  Vic) 

March  5.  4PM  What  do  MusHms  Belie\/e  in  finyway? 

BA  1210  An  Introduction  to  the  Islamic  VVorldview 

March  6.  4PM  The  Sound  of  The  Quran 

BA  1180  Experience  the  Quran's  Meaning  and  Form 

March  7.  4PM  Wisdoms  of  The  FropheT: 

SS   2118  Muhammad'sTeachincs  on  Simplicity,  Humility  and  the  Self 


Exhibit  @  Bahen  Lobby,  12-4  pm  Mon-Fri 

Freebies,  Games,  $5  Lunch  &  more!   


www.uoftmsa.com/iaw 
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Lliana  French  (right)  is  one  of  the 
students  behind  the  Hot  Yam,  a 
student  group  that  serves  hot  or- 
ganic locally-sourced  lunches  every 
Wednesday  between  12:30  p.m.  and 
2  p.m.  at  the  International  Student 
Centre's  Baldwin  Room.  The  Hot 
Yam  is  seeking  to  become  the  stu- 
dent-run vegan  eatery  of  choice  on 
campus,  after  Radical  Roots  closed 
last  summer. 


ASTHMA  RESEARCH  STUDY 

Primary  Care  Lung  Clinic  is  currently  seeking  asthma  patients, 
age  12  and  older,  to  take  part  in  a  clinical  trial. 

Qualified  participants  will  receive  study-related  investigational 
medication  and  exams  at  no  cost  and  compensation  for  time  and 
travel. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  asthma  research, 
please  call 

Primary  Care  Lung  Clinic 
Phone  Number  (416)  652  9336 


Graduate  Education  Council 
SPRING  2007-08  Election 

...       N.QMijfiL^TiQNS  Open  .  


The  Graduate  Education  Council  is 
primarily  responsible  for  establishing 
policies  and  procedures  concerning  the 
administration  and  qualitv'  of  graduate 
studies  at  the  University  of  Toronto. 

The  Graduate  Education  Council 
considers: 

•  Policies  affecting  graduate  studies 

•  new  degree  program  proposals 

•  changes  in  admission  and  major 
program  requirements 

•  other  matters,  as  determined  by  the 
SGS  Constitution  as  appropriate 

Nomination  forms  are  available  from: 

SGS  Website 

School  of  Graduate  Studies 
Graduate  departments 
Graduate  centres/institutes 
Graduate  Students'  Union 

Eligibility: 

Nominees  must  be  full  members  (non- 
Emeritus)  of  the  graduate  facult)'  or 
registered  graduate  students  in  the 
SGS  division  nPwhich  they  have  been 
nominated. 

Administrative  nominees  must  be 
continuing  or  Staff-Appointed  members 
of  the  University  administrative  staff,  as 
defined  by  their  consdtuency. 


Vacant  Seats: 

•  Chairs  of  a  graduate  unit 

1  in  Humanities 

1  in  Social  Sciences 

•  Faculty  Members  of  a  graduate 
unit 

2  in  Humanities 

1  in  Phy  sical  Sciences 

•  Graduate  students 

3  in  Humanities 

1  in  Social  Sciences 

2  in  Physical  Sciences 
2  in  Life  Sciences 

•  Administrative  staff 

1  from  any  graduate  unit 
1  from  SGS 


Terms  of  office: 

Terms  begin  July  1,  2007.  The  first 
meeting  of  the  academic  year  is  usually 
held  in  October. 

Faculty  members  normally  serve  a  three- 
year  term  of  office. 

Student  and  administrative  staff  members 
may  opt  for  a  one-  or  two-year  term  of 
office,  to  a  maximum  of  three  consecud\'e 
^'ears. 


For  more  information  contact:  416-946-3427 

Governance  Officer,  School  of  Graduate  Studies,  65  St.  George  Street 
Nonunations  Close  at  5:00  p.m.  March  15,  2007 


Governing  Council  Election  for  Students  -  Statements  of  the  Candidates 

Voting  will  take  place  on  ROSI  —  ww.rosi.utoronto.ca  —  Monday,  March  5  6:00  a.m.  to  Friday,  March  9  5:00  p.m. 


Graduate  Students,  Constituency  I 

Alex  Kenjeev 

What  do  you  expect  from  your  university?  I  believe  that  U  of  T  has  the  potential 
to  become  globally  recognized  as  one  of  the  world's  ten  best  universities.  As  your 
representative  on  Governing  Council,  that  conviction  will  guide  what  positions  I 
take  on  the  issues  that  come  up  over  the  next  year.  What  do  you  expect  from  your 
elected  representatives?  I  believe  in,  and  I  am  committed  to,  listening  to  you  before 
proceeding.  Finally,  I  am  proactive  about  bringing  up  issues,  not  just  waiting  and 
reacting.  Vote  and  let  me  prove  it  to  you. 

Smita  Kothari 

I  am  a  first  year  PhD  student  in  the  Department  of  Religion  in  a  collaborative  South 
Asian  Studies  and  Environmental  Studies  program.  I  am  a  CUPE  3902  steward  and 
a  member  of  the  student  association  of  my  department,  who  actively  participates  in 
faculty  meetings.  My  six  years  of  experience  with  this  university  puts  me  in  a  unique 
position  to  understand  the  intricacies  of  its  governance.  Many  years  of  business 
experience  and  years  as  the  Chair  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Alzheimer  Society 
of  York  Region  makes  me  an  ideal  candidate  for  the  graduate  student  seat  on  the 
Governing  Council. 

Olivier  Sorin 

As  your  representative  on  Governing  Council,  I  will  make  sure  that  the  University  will 
hire  more  professors  and  staff  to  support  the  significant  increase  in  enrollment  at  the 
graduate  level  over  the  next  few  years. 

I  will  also  push  for  a  tuition  freeze  and  an  increase  in  the  funding  package  so  that 
students  in  humanities  and  social  sciences  can  be  on  an  equal  footing  with  their  col- 
leagues in  sciences  (divisions  3  and  4). 

Furthermore,  I  will  ensure  that  there  are  more  services  and  campus  space  for  gradu- 
ate students  to  help  us  interact  and  learn  outside  of  the  classroom. 
Visit:  www.olivierforgc.ca 


Graduate  Students,  Constituency  II 

Trevor  Claris 

I  am  a  third  year  PhD  student  in  the  Department  of  Mathematics.  I  have  been  an 
active  member  of  my  department's  student's  association,  and  served  for  two  years 
as  its  vice  president.  I  have  been  a  representative  to  the  Graduate  Student's  Union, 
and  I  am  currently  serving  in  my  third  year  as  one  of  the  math  department's  union 
stewards.  I  hope  that  my  experience  will  help  me  serve  you  well  on  the  Governing 
Council. 

Arya  Ghadimi 

Important  decisions  concerning  graduate  studies  are  being  made  and,  now  more  than 
ever,  grad  students  need  strong  representation  at  the  U  of  T's  Governing  Council. 
Currently  the  Council  is  discussing  a  significant  increase  in  graduate  enrolment  and, 
to  maintain  the  quality  of  the  graduate  education,  it  is  imperative  that  this  enlarge- 
ment is  carried  out  gradually  and  with  commensurate  increases  in  funding,  facilities, 
and  faculty.  I  will  rely  on  my  four  years  of  governance  experience  at  the  U  of  T  to 
advocate  for  grad  students'  interests  in  this  issue  and  to  push  for  other  initiatives 
including  paid  teaching  workshops  and  paid  maternal  and  paternal  leave. 

Anton  Neschadim 

Experience:  U  of  T  student  since  1999,  RSA  executive  since  2004,  MBPGSU  execu- 
tive since  2006,  GSU  representative  since  2006. 

My  campaign  is  driven  by  the  following  issues:  Does  the  university  see  graduate 
students  as  valuable  contributors  to  the  research  community  and  not  just  trainees?  If 
so,  do  we  receive  a  fair  stipend,  sufficient  to  manage  an  adult  life  and  avoid  financial 
struggles?  Is  there  enough  focus  on  relations  with  industry,  creating  more  faculty 
positions,  increasing  space  and  funding,  and  breaching  the  gap  between  students, 
post-doctoral  fellows  and  industry  scientists? 

More  information?  elections.utoronto.ca 
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"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want  to 

break  some 

boundaries" 


Meet  Sanjay. 

To  get  the  practical  knowledge  and  real  world  experience 
to  help  him  go  global,  Sanjay  earned  his  Postgraduate 
Certificate  from  Humber  in  International  Marketing  in  only 
2  semesters.  He  now  works  as  Director  of  Marketing  for  a 
major  Multinational  Food  Services  Management  company. 
We  think  he's  going  places. 

International  Marketing,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


ijjf  HUMBER 


The  Business  School 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


Travelling  This  Summer? 


•  Canada's  lowest  airfares 
for  students 

•  Exclusive  selection  of 
student  travel  options 

It's  that  simple. 


Seriously,  for  your  travels  this  coming  summer  you  really  should 
come  to  us  first.  After  all,  you  do  own  us  and  we've  been  doing  this 
for  over  35  years  so  we  really  know  our  stuff.  Most  importantly  we 
will  save  you  money  and  can  offer  you  a  selection  of  student  focused 
products  that  no  one  else  can  touch.  Humbly  put,  we  are  pretty 
damn  good.  Come  and  see  for  yourself. 


187  College  St  (416)979-2406 

UTSC  Student  Centre  Suite  149 
(416)  283-0009 

UTM  Student  Centre,  East  Wing 
(905)  820-1162 


EITRAVELCUTS 

Canada's  Student  Travel  Experts 

www.travelcuts.com 

1-888-FLY-CUTS  (359-2887) 


STUDY  MEDICINE 

SAN         P    R    A    N    <_•    I    S    C    U         )    A    V    I    t  K 

XAVIER  UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE 
B    O    N    A    I    R  E 

Open  House 

Saturday.  March  10th  at  2  PM 
Hilton  Garden  Inn 
300  Commerce  Valley  Drive,  East 
Thornhill 
and 

Sunday,  March  1 1th  at  1  PM 
Quality  Hotel  and  Suites 
2180  Islington  Ave. 
Etobicoke 

Refreshments  will  be  served 

For  more  information,  please  visit 
wwvv.xu.sombonaire.net 
or  call  (888)  XAVIER-U  (928-4378) 
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BRIDGE' -CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 


After  a  solid  first  session  for  B2B, 
enrolment  this  June  is  set  to  increase 
to  about  120,  said  program  director 
Katie  Burrows.  So  far,  the  new  group 
boasts  undergrad  representation 
from  schools  across  Canada,  and 
has  drawn  interest  from  American 
schools  such  as  Harvard. 

One-third  of  the  inaugural  gradu- 
ating class  found  full-time  work 
directly  through  in-course  job  in- 
terviews, while  others  returned 
to  existing  jobs,  started  their  own 
entrepreneurial  ventures,  or  were 
hired  later  through  contacts  they 
had  developed  at  B2B. 

While  the  cost  per  student  rings 
in  at  just  under  $5,000  for  tuition, 
materials,  and  apartment-style  resi- 
dence at  Woodsworth,  a  quarter  of 
last  year's  participants  benefited 
from  substantial  need-based  schol- 
arships. 

The  true  payoff  comes  in  the  di- 
rection B2B  provides  for  students 
seeking  to  develop  their  business 
potential,  explained  Burrows,  add- 
ing that  the  participants'  calibre  is 
also  a  top  selling  point. 

"1  was  in  awe  of  the  people  that 
came  to  the  program  [last  year]," 
she  said.  "We  know  that  we're  at- 
tracting people  who  don't  just  have 
high  grades,  but  who  have  strong 
ambition  and  goals,  and  really  want 
to  make  a  difference  in  the  world." 

B2B  grads  Tonika  Morgan,  a  proj- 
ect manager  at  the  Jane/finch  Com- 
munity and  Family  Centre,  and  Char- 
lotte Sobolewski,  a  U  of  T  alumnus 
now  with  famed  NGO  Free  the  Chil- 
dren, have  applied  their  new  found 
business  skills  to  the  non-profit 
world.  Morgan  is  experiencing  first- 
hand the  benefits  of  linking  business 
skills  with  charitable  aims. 

"The  non-profit  sector  is  changing 
so  much.  It's  becoming  an  industry 
that  employs  a  lot  of  people,"  she 
said.  "It's  not  about  broke  social 
workers  anymore." 

More  and  more,  non-profit  leaders 
need  business  sense  and  good  man- 
agement skills  to  make  sure  their 
"shareholders,"  the  aid  recipients 
who  depend  on  NGOs,  are  being 
served  as  well  as  possible,  Morgan 
believes.  Following  that  trend.  Rot- 
man  administrators  are  finding  more 
NGO  jobs  for  the  upcoming  session. 

Much  of  B2B's  curriculum  is  deliv- 
ered as  hands-on  business  projects. 
In  one  such  task — which  wouldn't 
be  out  of  place  on  The  Apprentice — 
groups  of  students  were  hired  by 
Sony  Music  to  develop  marketing 
strategies  for  several  acts,  including 
Los  Lonely  Boys.  Students  had  to 
research  the  target  market  for  each 
group  and  plan  events  like  CD  re- 
lease parties.  Sony  implemented  the 
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BRIDGE  TO  SUCCESS:  Ashutosh  Jha  (top),  a  U  of  T  computer  science  grad  now  works  as 
a  systems  analyst  at  Mayon  Technologies.  Olesy  Alekseev  found  a  love  for  finance. 


brightest  ideas  at  actual  events. 

"Through  projects  like  these,  we 
really  learned  how  to  work  with 
people  and  to  develop  each  other's 
talents,"  Alekseev  said.  Students 
with  arts  and  science  backgrounds 
thought  of  marketing  strategies 
that  wouldn't  have  occurred  to  the 
average  business  student,  she  said, 
proving  that  the  two  academic  back- 
grounds can  be  fused  in  the  working 
world. 

Ashutosh  Jha,  a  U  of  T  computer 
science  grad  currently  working  as  a 
systems  analyst  at  Mayon  Technolo- 
gies, loved  learning  the  ins  and  outs 
of  the  business  world  through  these 
group  projects. 

"We  realized  that  things  like  mar- 
keting aren't  just  done  by  intuition, 
but  that  there  is  logic  behind  it,"  Jha 
said.  "These  are  things  that  as  a  non- 
business student  you  don't  know." 

Students'  enthusiasm  for  the  MBA 
staples  surprised  Rotman  staff.  "The 
program  was  very  heavy  on  the 
'hard  skills,'"  said  Burrows,  and  pro- 
fessors worried  that  students  lack- 
ing a  commerce  background  would 
be  overwhelmed  or  put  off  by  the 
substantial  finance  and  accounting 
content.  • 


"There's  also  a  little  bit  of  fear  with 
art  students  that  they  can't  learn 
business,  but  they  find  that  they 
can,"  Burrows  said.  Coupled  with 
their  people  skills  and  liberal  arts 
backgrounds,  they  become  "very  at- 
tractive to  employers." 

Judging  from  the  initial  class'  suc- 
cess, B2B  has  found  a  winning  for- 
mula by  combining  arts  and  science 
skills  with  business  know-how. 

"Business  does  touch  everything," 
said  Burrows,  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  students  went  on  to  find  jobs  in 
a  wide  variety  of  fields. 

Including,  for  one  Scotiabank  em- 
ployee, a  world  she  thought  she'd 
never  return  to. 

"1  was  actually  scared  about  do- 
ing B2B  because  I  hadn't  done  math 
since  high  school,"  Alekseev  recalls. 
"But  the  program  is  nothing  like 
undergrad.  I  think  I  learned  more 
in  that  month  than  I  did  in  my  four 
years!" 

Applications  to  Rotman's  Bridge  to 
Business  course  are  currently  being  ac- 
cepted for  the  June  2007  session.  Deci- 
sions are  made  within  five  business  days 
of  receipt  of  the  full  application.  See  wwlu. 
rotmanb2b.com  for  more  information. 


The  contenders:  VP  external  race 


David  Scrivener 
Slate:  Your  Team 

THE  LOWDOWN:  David  Scrivener  is  a  fourth- 
year  Victoria  College  student  who  has 
been  active  in  LGBTOUT  and  a  former 
chair  of  U  of  T's  NDP  club.  He  is  currently 
SAC's  associate  VP  external.  Last  fall,  he 
covered  the  municipal  election  for5pac- 
ing  magazine's  blog. 

THE  PLATFORIIrt:  Scrivener  will  fight  to 
extend  the  UPass  program  to  the  St. 
George  campus,  as  well  as  looking  into 
the  feasibility  of  expanding  the  program 
to  encompass  GO  Transit ,  as  many  U  of  T 
students  commute  from  afar.  He  is  aware 
that  UPass  may  prove  pricey.  "If  students 
who  don't  use  TTC  want  an  opt-out,  we'll 
fight  for  one,"  he  said.  Scrivener  will  also 
work  to  establish  a  landlord  licensing 
program,  which  was  one  of  Mayor  David 
Miller's  campaign  planks  last  fall. 


THE  PITCH:  "I'm  going  to  focus  on  the  tuition 
fee  issue,  especially  going  into  a  provin- 
cial election.  A  lot  of  the  time  our  issues 
aren't  front  and  centre  with  the  govern- 
ment because  we  don't  vote  at  the  same 
rate  that  our  parents  and  grandparents 
do.  I  also  want  to  make  sure  there's  some 
place  for  student  dialogue  about  land- 
lords." 
-MIKEGHENU 

Joanna  Murrei 
Slate:  New  Deal 

THE  LOWDOWN:  Joanna  Murrei  is  a  third- 
year  student  in  political  science  and  so- 
ciology at  Woodsworth  College.  Her  past 
political  stints  include  being  an  execu- 
tive member  for  Ontario  Young  Liberals. 
In  order  to  get  her  message  out,  Murrei 
"actually  likes  speaking  to  individuals 
and  not  just  handing  out  flyers." 


THE  PLATFORM:  Murrei  believes  that  OSAP 
reform  will  go  a  long  way.  "Although 
we've  had  some  dialogue  on  it,  we  haven't 
achieved  much,"  she  said.  While  some 
of  her  opponents  believe  that  tuition 
should  be  fully  funded,  Murrei  believes 
that  this  approach  is  "unrealistic."  She 
would  rather  see  people  get  OSAP  loans 
in  larger  amounts.  "Upon  graduation,  stu- 
dents should  be  allotted  a  longer  time  for 
repayment." 

THE  PITCH:  "I'm  trying  to  lobby  for  quality 
education  by  cutting  down  on  unneces- 
sary expenses  such  as  administrative 
costs.  We  can  make  a  difference  by  re- 
directing funds,  as  high  as  $25,000,  to 
student  bursaries,  which  at  present  go 
towards  SAC  executives.  Although  stu- 
dents feel  disenfranchised  about  OSAP- 
related  issues  currently,  when  I've  talked 
to  them,  they've  realized  how  my  pitch 
Ccin  help  them." 
-SANA  AHMED 
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When  not  to  sweat  the  small  stuff 


"University  politics  are  vicious  pre- 
cisely because  the  stakes  are  so 
small,"  goes  a  hoary  old  quote  from 
former  U.S.  secretary  of  state  Henry 
Kissinger.  Questionable  as  his  other 
roles  in  history  were,  his  insight  into 
student  government  is  well  taken. 

We  at  The  Varsity  like  to  keep  as 
far  removed  from  such  viciousness 
as  possible  by  reporting  on  student 
political  scandals  only  when  they  are 
too  egregious  to  ignore,  or  when  their 
consequences  on  the  student  body 
are  immediate,  dire  or  insidious.  Fill- 
ing our  tuition-subsidized  pages  with 
the  regular  stumblings  and  petty 
offenses  of  our  student  governors 
merely  because  of  a  slow  news  week 
does  a  disservice  to  our  paper,  to  our 
audience — who  will  be  bored,  if  not 


►  EDITORIAL  - 

disgusted  by  the  soap-opera  aspect 
of  the  stories — and  to  the  university's 
political  process  itself. 

One  month  ago,  U  of  T's  student 
union,  SAC  (or  UTSU,  as  they  will  of- 
ficially be  known  in  May),  and  union 
reps  from  Ryerson  and  York  visited 
a  public  press  conference  put  on  by 
the  provincial  Liberals.  According  to 
SAC  chairperson  Jen  Hassum,  student 
governors  were  surprised  by  a  Liberal 
lackey's  warning  that  all  those  who 
did  not  sign  in  as  members  of  the  me- 
dia would  have  to  leave  or  be  charged 
with  trespassing.  Collective  panic 
ensued.  When  two  SAC  reps  were 
passed  a  clipboard  showing  that  oth- 


er student  governors  had  signed  in  as 
press  from  their  respective  schools, 
they  did  the  same,  signing  in  as  Varsity 
reporters.  (Hassum  did  not,  and  was 
forced  to  leave.) 

While  student  papers  across  the 
country  uniformly  denounced  the 
student  "reporters"  as  guilty  of  some 
cardinal  sin,  TTje  Varsity  6id  not  report 
on  "Sign-in-gate."  Editor-in-Chief  Sarah 
Barmak  was  quoted  elsewhere  as  say- 
ing that  although  signing  in  as  a  stu- 
dent reporter  was  certainly  wrong,  it 
wasn't  going  to  be  a  cause  for  dispute 
with  SAC.  Hassum  had  apologized  to 
us  and  acknowledged  the  faux  pas. 
In  a  Ubyssey  editorial  (which  you  can 
read  on  this  page),  we  were  derided 
for  our  "blase  attitude"  and  "indiffer- 
ence" on  the  matter. 


In  retrospect,  we  should  have  re- 
ported on  the  incident.  Although 
SAC's  offense  wasn't  terrible,  they  did 
lie,  and  students  should  know  about 
it.  But  reporting  is  one  thing — ^vehe- 
mently denouncing  student  leaders  is 
another. 

The  perhaps  good-natured  notion 
that  a  campus  newspaper  can  serve 
the  common  interest  by  publishing 
every  misstep  by  a  student  union  and 
thus  scaring  it  straight  is  a  misguided 
one.  The  reason  for  this  is  simple: 
student  politicians  are  just  that — stu- 
dents. For  better  or  for  worse,  we're  all 
still  learning  the  rules  of  the  game.  For 
us  to  expect  perfect  adroitness  in  ev- 
ery respect  from  student  governors — 
the  equivalent  of  no  typos  or  factual 
errors  in  a  paper — is  unrealistic. 


In  the  end,  we  asked  ourselves  the 
question:  how  can  we  best  serve  our 
readership?  By  decrying  every  mis- 
take committed  by  a  student  leader, 
we  flatter  ourselves  that  the  stakes 
of  university  politics  are  larger  than 
they  are.  We  become  scandal-mon- 
gers and  sensationalists.  Average 
students  want  to  read  about  issues 
relevant  to  their  university  and 
their  world.  Only  student  journalists 
and  politicians  want  to  read  stories 
about  themselves. 

If  campus  papers  really  want  to 
serve  their  community,  they  should 
worry  more  about  the  Liberal  in- 
timidation that  caused  the  student 
unions  to  lose  their  senses  in  the 
first  place — not  an  incorrect  sign-in 
sheet. 


//TOUCHE 


Drawing  a  line  in  the  sand 


LETTERS 


'Tis  the  bloody 
question 


Feature  pick 
some  praise 


On  February  5,  2007,  members  of 
student  government  from  several 
Toronto  schools — including  York 
and  U  of  T — misrepresented 
themselves  as  student  journalists 
in  order  to  gain  access  to — and 
in  some  cases,  disrupt — a  press 
conference  hosted  by  Chris  Bentiey, 
Ontario's  minister  of  training,  col- 
leges, and  universities.  In  response 
to  this  incident,  the  following  edito- 
rial appeared  in  the  Feb.  13  issue  of 
The  Ubyssey,  the  student  newspaper 
at  UBC.  An  abridged  version  has 
been  reproduced  below. 

If  you  were  a  student  politician, 
what  would  you  consider  the  best 
way  to  demand  tuition  reductions 
from  the  government?  Meeting 
with  legislators?  Mounting  a  letter 
campaign? 

Apparently  for  executives  from 
the  York  Federation  of  Students  and 
the  University  of  Toronto  Students 
Union,  the  most  effective  course  of 
action  is  to  impersonate  members 
of  the  student  press,  infiltrate  a 
press  conference,  and  then  shout 
down  Chris  Bentiey,  the  Ontario 
minister  of  training,  colleges  and 
universities,  before  he  could  even 
make  his  address.  Because  of  this 
disruption,  Bentiey  refrained  from 
addressing  the  press  at  all,  and  all 
student  newspapers  suffered  for  it. 

We're  not  saying  that  direct  ac- 
tion doesn't  have  its  place  in  poli- 
tics, but  students  need  to  realize 
that  harebrained  publicity  stunts 


like  this  can  often  cause  more  harm 
than  good  in  the  long  run.  Assum- 
ing the  guise  of  student  journalists 
is  not  only  dishonest,  it  hurts  the 
student  community  as  a  whole, 
damages  the  credibility  of  student 
journalists,  and  makes  it  that  much 
more  difficult  to  investigate  stu- 
dent issues  and  be  taken  seriously 
by  the  administrators  and  politi- 
cians who  govern  us. 

Surprisingly,  Sarah  Barmak,  edi- 
tor-in-chief of  The  Varsity,  one  of 
the  four  newspapers  exploited  by 
the  student  politicians,  believes 
that  the  incident  was  "not  re- 
ally a  big  deal... no  one  was  really 
harmed  in  the  process."  Her  blase 
attitude  either  reflects  a  lack  of  un- 
derstanding of  the  harm  that  could 

The  shenanigans 
demonstrate  a  lack  of 
respect  for  the  standards 
of  media  autonomy 

have  been  done  or  the  fact  that  she 
just  doesn't  care.  We  hope  The  Var- 
sity is  simply  masking  how  worried 
they  really  are — and  worried  they 
should  be.  The  unprofessional  she- 
nanigans of  the  UTSU  executives, 
as  well  as  the  indifference  of  editors 
like  Barmak,  demonstrates  a  lack 
of  respect  not  only  for  student  con- 
stituencies but  for  the  standards  of 
autonomy  and  distance  we  should 


all  be  striving  to  maintain  between 
government  and  media,  whether  at 
university  or  beyond. 

The  role  of  the  media  is  to  report, 
and  the  role  of  the  government  is  to 
govern.  There  is  a  reason  we  keep 
them  separate.  In  contrast  to  the 
reactions  of  The  Varsity,  we  should 
expect  student  media  to  stand  up 
for  themselves.  The  implications 
are  significant — if  we  are  looked 
upon  as  juvenile,  deceitful  prank- 
sters, what  effect  will  it  have  on  the 
ability  of  student  journalists  and, 
for  that  matter,  student  politicians, 
to  access  government  officials? 

Autonomy  of  the  press  is  a  safe- 
guard whose  value  is  often  blurred 
in  the  wake  of  turbulent  and  ever- 
changing  student  politics.  While 
it  does  not  guarantee  the  kind  of 
coverage  that  makes  student  gov- 
ernments happy,  it  is  the  only  stan- 
dard that  protects  the  freedom  of 
the  press  to  act  as  watchdogs  of  all 
levels  of  government,  in  addition  to 
the  students  they  represent. 

There  is  a  tacit  understanding 
that  student  journalists  should 
stay  at  arm's  length  from  student 
government  officials,  and  vice- 
versa,  for  the  same  reason  that 
daily  newspapers  operate  indepen- 
dently of  the  provincial  and  fed- 
eral governments.  Independently- 
run  print  outlets  allow  reporters 
to  investigate  current  issues  and 
events  without  the  burden  of  hav- 
ing to  toe  another's  political  line. 
It  can  shed  light  on  questions  that 
governments  do  not  want  to  see 
answered. 


Re:  To  fight,  or  to  be  violent?,  Feb. 
15 

I  was  disappointed  at  the  feeble 
attempt  to  connect  the  tragic 
death  of  an  Italian  police  officer 
with  the  NHL's  policy  on  fighting. 
Not  only  is  there  no  comparison 
between  the  two,  any  attempt  to 
do  so  merely  sensationalizes  the 
debate  about  "violence"  in  the 
NHL  even  further.  The  off-pitch 
violence  in  European  football 
is  coordinated  terrorism  often 
perpetrated  by  fringe  groups 
associated  with  racist,  ultra-na- 
tionalist politics.  Their  goal  is  to 
antagonize,  to  spread  their  doc- 
trine of  hate  in  brutal,  cowardly 
acts  in  a  way  totally  unrelated  to 
the  events  on  the  football  pitch. 
Violence  in  hockey  occurs  within 
the  context  of  the  game — you  do 
not  see  flares  being  set  off  in  the 
stands  of  the  Air  Canada  Centre, 
nor  do  you  see  Montreal  and 
Toronto  fans  engaging  in  brawls 
along  Front  St.  following  a  game. 
Further,  Mats  Sundin  or  Sidney 
Crosby  do  not  have  300-pound 
behemoths  providing  a  protec- 
tive wall  for  them  (as  does  your 
example,  Peyton  Manning),  and 
a  hit  from  behind  does  carry  a 
ten-minute  misconduct  penalty 
in  the  NHL.  The  point  is,  fighting 
ensures  liberties  are  not  taken  by 
fringe  players  intent  on  taking  out 
a  star  player  and  guarantees  that 
superstars  are  given  the  peace  of 
mind  they  need  to  entertain — just 
ask  Wayne  Gretzky. 

Donald  Gerard  Campbell 


S  Up 


Re:  Caring  is  creepy,  Feb.  12 

1  really  enjoyed  the  pick-up  artist 
feature.  I  can't  remember  the  last 
time  1  was  entertained  that  much 
by  a  student  newspaper.  1  look 
forward  to  more  pieces  of  investiga- 
tive journalism. 

Adin  Scannell 

Back  off,  Osgoode 

Re:  Battle  of  fees  hits  TO.  streets, 
Feb.  8 

I  was  an  organizer  of  the  tuition 
fee  counter-protest  on  February 
7,  and  1  am  writing  this  letter  to 
correct  a  false  statement  made  by 
a  student  quoted  in  your  article 
on  the  protest.  In  the  article,  an 
unnamed  Osgoode  Hall  student 
states  that  it  was  inappropriate 
for  us  to  march  in  a  counter-pro- 
test representing  Trinity  when 
everyone  there  did  not  agree  with 
us.  This  statement  is  laughable. 
My  first  thought  was  to  question 
how  a  student  from  a  university 
on  the  other  side  of  the  city  could 
possibly  have  an  idea  of  student 
opinion  at  Trinity  College.  My 
second  was  that  by  his/her  very 
same  logic,  CFS  and  SAC  were 
als9  staging  an  inappropriate 
protest  in  that  their  cause  did  not 
enjoy  the  backing  of  consensus 
(as  evidenced  by  the  presence  of 
the  counter-protesters).  Finally,  I 
would  like  to  make  it  clear  that  the 
counter-protesters  made  no  claim 

SEE  'LETTERS'  -  NEXT  PAGE 
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VARSITY  COMMENT 


opinions@thevarsity.ca 


The  era  of  the  Facebook  election 


Student  politics,  welcome  to  the 
world  of  the  around-the-clock  online 
election  campaign.  And  a  most  inter- 
esting contest  the  race  to  select  the 
next  occupants  of  SAC's  (soon  to  be 
UTSU's)  Louis  Stuart  Observatory 
promises  to  be. 

Paul  Bretscher's  2005  election 
sweep  at  the  head  of  the  Progress 
slate  has  brought  a  sense  of  calm  to 
the  student  union  after  a  stormy  few 
years  marred  by  in-fighting. 

The  work  of  the  Progress  team  and 
its  political  descendents  has  been 
good  for  students,  perhaps,  but  made 
for  a  duller  student  press.  Switch- 
ing health  plan  providers  yielded 
savings,  and  spending  on  clubs  has 
increased.  Administrative  costs, 
though,  have  also  risen  sharply. 

Critics  charge  that  the  past  two 
administrations  have  flirted  too 
closely  with  the  Canadian  Federation 
of  Students,  a  national  student  lobby 
group,  through  SAC's  intense  involve- 
ment in  the  tuition  fee  fight. 

Andrea  Armborst's  Your  Team 
slate  represents  a  continuation  of 
these  policies,  but  also  offers  a  lot  of 
fresh  faces — only  two  of  the  execu- 
tive candidates  are  incumbents.  Your 
Team  promises  to  expand  the  health 
plan  to  include  eye  exams  and  to 
fight  for  a  UPass — a  discounted  year- 
long Metropass — for  students  at  the 
St.  George  campus.  The  price  tag  for 
these  promises  is  unknown,  but  the 
UPass  alone  could  increase  student 
fees  by  a  few  hundred  dollars. 

Opposing  the  Your  Team  ticket  is 
a  centrist  slate  of  candidates  run- 
ning under  the  New  Deal  banner.  The 
slate  aims  to  tap  into  some  of  the  stu- 
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dent  anger  at  SAC's  participation  in 
tuition  fee  protests.  Their  promise  to 
reduce  VP  salaries  by  $5,000  to  cre- 
ate needs-based  grants  underscores 
their  ideological  differences  from  the 
more  left-leaning  CPS,  though  they 
say  they  would  work  with  and  strive 
for  reform  from  within  the  federa- 
tion. 


The  upcoming  student 
union  elections  are 
the  first  in  which  the 
internet  promises  to 
play  a  pivotal  role 


Surprisingly,  the  only  independent 
in  the  election  is  Andrew  Mackay, 
who  is  running  for  chairperson  on  a 
platform  promising  to  save  students 
money  by  reducing  non-tuition  stu- 
dent fees.  Because  of  his  lack  of  expe- 
rience in  student  government,  Mack- 
ay  is  a  long  shot,  but  he  represents 
a  genuinely  fresh  face.  The  athlete 
vote  could  help  him — he's  a  four-year 
member  of  the  Varsity  Blues  football 
team. 

Now  that  more  and  more  students 
at  U  of  T  have  signed  up  to  the  social 
network  Facebook,  the  upcoming 
student  union  elections  are  the  first 
in  which  the  internet  promises  to 
play  a  pivotal  role.  The  social  net- 


With  campaigns  moving  to  Facebook  and  candidates  at  all  levels  associating  with  ever- 
growring  teams,  this  kind  of  one-on-one  election  facetime  might  be  on  the  decline. 


work  is  a  great  way  for  students  who 
don't  see  each  other  face-to-face  to 
connect,  especially  at  a  university 
where  many  students  commute.  Rec- 
ognizing this,  all  the  campaigns  have 
formed  groups  to  promote  their  can- 
didates on  Facebook.  Voters  are  now 
able  to  scroll  through  questions  on 
the  different  campaigns'  walls,  and 
the  candidates  have  been  good  about 
posting  answers  as  fast  as  possible. 

Unfortunately,  the  candidates  are 
not  using  the  network's  potential  to 
its  fullest:  few  have  tried  to  stimulate 
discussions  among  their  supporters 
on  Facebook's  discussion  boards. 
This  underscores  a  major  weakness 
of  online  networks  as  an  election 


tool:  while  it  takes  only  seconds  to 
join  a  group,  it  is  unclear  how  many 
of  these  members  actually  come 
back  again  and  bother  to  read  the 
wall  as  is  it  updated.  Wannabe  stu- 
dent leaders  must  find  better  ways 
to  keep  the  voters  tuned  in.  Plus  ga 
change,  non? 

Tfie  \^3rsitym\comes  letters  from  our 
readers.  Send  letters  (250  words  max.) 
witti  your  full  name  &  phone  number  tO: 

opinions@thevarsity.ca 

Opinions  submissions 
are  also  welcome. 
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to  represent  the  students  of  either 
Trinity  College  or  U  of  T.  In  fact, 
our  group  was  an  ad  hoc  coali- 
tion of  students  from  across  the 
province  (including  Ryerson  and 
Trent  students),  not  only  Trinity 
students,  as  your  article  seemed 
to  attest. 

Gabe  De  Roche 

Trinity  College  representative  on  the 
SAC  Board  of  Directors 

UnimPRESSed  with 
the  U  of  T  Press 

The  University  of  Toronto  Press 
is  currently  in  negotiations  with 
their  part-time  warehouse  work- 
ers, who  are  members  of  CUPE 
Local  3261.  The  negotiations  have 
come  to  a  standstill  as  the  U  of  T 
Press  has  made  it  quite  clear  that 
they  will  not  give  their  part-time 
employees  more  than  a  two  per 
cent  wage  increase  each  year. 
And  the  U  of  T  Press  wonders  why 
they  can't  retain  their  part-time 
employees. 

The  part-time  workers  are  in  a 
legal  strike  position  as  of  midnight 
on  Friday,  March  2.  They  currently 
earn  $9.36  hour,  and  have  no 
benefits.  Many  of  the  employees 
need  two  or  three  part-time  jobs 
to  make  ends  meet.  And  this  de- 
bate is  coming  on  the  heels  of  the 
government  lobbying  to  raise  the 
minimum  wage  to  $10.00  an  hour. 
This  is  a  disgrace,  since  U  of  T  is 
one  of  the  richest  (if  not  the  rich- 
est) universities  in  Canada.  Shame 
on  the  U  of  T  Press. 

Ron  Hoinkes 

President,  CUPE  3261 


Arabic 


As  a  Second  Language 


The  Centre  For  Middle  Eastern 
Studies  &  Languages 

Private,  Group,  and  Condensed  Daytime, 
Evening  &  Weekend  Courses 


427  Bloor  Street  West 

(@  Spadina) 
Suite  B1&  B2,  Toronto 
Phone:  416-904-2216 
Info  &  Registrations: 
learn.asl@svmpatico.ca 
reqister.asi@svmpatico.ca 

Mississauga  &  Scarborough  Locations 
opening  soon!  Hiring  new  instructors! 


Courses 


The  Center  for  Middle  Eastern  Studies  &  Languages 


Arabic  Language  Courses  will  be  taught  in  English  in  beginner  Levels  and  in  Arabic  in 
more  advanced  Levels  to  include  (depending  on  demand): 


MSA-NA:  Modern  Standard  Arabic  levels  1-15  (includes  conversational  and  colloquial 
Arabic)  for  non-native  Arabic  Language  speakers 


MSA-FP:  Special  MSA  introductory  course  for  Persian/  Pashto/  Urdu  speakers. 


•  MSA-AS:  Conversational  Arabic  courses  for  native  Arabic  speakers  (can  speak,  and/or 
understand  different  degrees  of  Arabic,  or  just  require  MSA  learning).  Levels  1  -  6. 


MSA-CA:  Conversational  Modern  Standard  Arabic  and  Colloquial  Arabic  courses: 
Syrian/Lebanese,  Palestinian/ Jordanian,  Egyptian/Sudanese,  Iraqi,  Gulf,  Moroc- 
can/Algerian, Libyan/Tunisian  (MSA  Level  3  or  equivalent  is  a  prerequisite) 


MSA-DT:  Modern  Standard  Arabic  and  Colloquial  Arabic  through  Drama  and  Theater 
(Youth  and  Adults),  (MSA  Level  3  or  equivalent  is  a  prerequisite) 


MSA-NM:  Newspaper  &  Media  Arabic  (includes  information  on  Arabic  media  outlets, 
journalists,  analysts,  writers)  (MSA  Level  3  or  equivalent  is  a  prerequisite) 


Intensive  Arabic  language  courses  in  Egypt  (on  the  Nile) 


Middle  Eastern  cooking  in  Arabic/English 


•  Traditional  dance  (Dabkeh),  music  (Oude,  Tableh,  Derbakkeh,  Daff,  Qanoun,  Singing)  & 
arts  (painting,  sculpture,  mosaic) 

•  Persian  (Levels  1-9),  Pashto,  Urdu,  Turkish,  or  Hindi  as  a  second  language 


Coming  Soon:  Arabic  Keyboarding  course,  Translation  Services  (French<>Arabic<>English), 
Crash  English  Course  for  Media  Professionals  on  Middle  Eastern  Media,  Analysts,  Politics,  History 


Cultural  Activities 


Arabic  Movie  (with  subtitles)  and  Lecture  Series  with  discussion.  Analysis,  &  some  Arabic  words,  poetry, 
history,  politics,  and  customs.  Resource  center  and  reference  library  for  Arabic  and  English  books, 
music,  and  films  (drama  and  documentahes). 


"With  Every  New  Language  You  Learn,  You  Liberate  A  New  Soul  Inside  Yourself."  Friedrich  Ruckert,  German  Poet 


science@thevarsity.ca 


A  tipsy  ton  of  rock 

Seismologic  researchers  are  using  a 
number  of  giant  boulders  in  southern 
California  and  Nevada  as  indicators 
of  long-term  earthquake  magnitudes 
and  risks.  Because  the  rocks  are  still 
precariously  balanced  on  rock  pillars, 
the  scientists  conclude  that  no  earth- 
quake strong  enough  to  topple  them 
has  occurred  in  a  very  long  time.  The 
rocks,  which  can  weigh  up  to  1,000 
pounds,  have  occupied  their  wobbly 
perches  for  over  10,000  years.  Deter- 
mining the  forces  needed  to  knock 
them  over  without  actually  toppling 
the  rocks  is  no  easy  job.  Using  a  sys- 
tem of  pulleys  and  pistons,  among 
other  tools,  the  team  has  completed 
stability  measurements  of  the  bus- 
sized  rocks  that  will  be  included  in 
various  models  to  determine  seismic 
risks  in  the  area.  Data  gathered  from 
these  oddball  boulders  could  change 
building  safety  standards  throughout 
the  region  by  clarifying  our  picture  of 
seismic  hazards. 
Source:  American  Scientist 
— SANDY  HUEN 

Breathalyzer  for  lung  cancer? 

There  may  soon  be  a  new,  non-invasive 
method  for  detecting  lung  cancer.  Re- 
searchers have  developed  a  cartridge 
that  can  detect  telltale  compounds 
in  breath  from  cancerous  lungs.  The 
cartridge  is  covered  with  36  chemi- 
cally-sensitive spots  that  change  co- 
lour when  they  react  with  distinctive 
volatile  chemicals  produced  by  lung 
cancer  cells.  They  tested  122  par- 
ticipants with  the  cartridge,  correctly 
identifying  lung  cancer  in  73  per  cent 
of  patients,  but  incorrectly  diagnosing 
cancer  in  26  per  cent  of  the  healthy 
patients.  Currently,  lung  cancer  diag- 
nosis is  very  difficult,  and  often  comes 
only  after  the  disease  has  spread.  The 
team's  research  could  lead  to  an  in- 
expensive test  that  would  detect  lung 
cancer  early  in  its  development,  poten- 
tially saving  many  thousands  of  lives. 
Source:  Thorax 
—ABIGALE  MILLER 

Cool  and  calm 

Scientists  have  yet  to  solve  many  of 
the  mysteries  of  the  human  brain, 
but  recent  research  has  identified 
one  mechanism  that  keeps  neural  ac- 
tivity in  check.  The  hundred  million 
nerve  cells  of  the  brain  communicate 
through  billions  of  junctions,  called 
synapses,  where  they  interface  with 
each  other  Both  "positive"  and  "nega- 
tive" signals — called  excitatory  and  in- 
hibitory— can  be  transmitted  through 
the  different  types  of  synapses  that  ex- 
ist in  the  brain,  but  they  must  be  kept 
in  balance.  When  an  imbalance  arises, 
diseases  such  as  epilepsy  and  schizo- 
phrenia can  result.  The  newly-discov- 
ered mechanism  shows  how  the  most 
common  type  of  neuron  in  the  cere- 
bral cortex  of  the  brain  is  prevented 
from  over-activation.  This  neuron  is 
linked  to  other  neurons  by  the  rare 
Martinotti  cell  that  acts  to  protect  it 
from  hyperactivation.  These  findings 
can  be  used  to  understand  the  cellular 
basis  of  neurological  disorders  where 
cells  are  often  hyperactivated,  like  epi- 
lepsy. 

Source:  Neuron 
— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 


A  healthy  flash? 


i  The  most  common  cancer  affecting  Canadian  women  has  an  unknown  cause,  and  for  one  U  of  T 
professor,  the  answer  to  predicting  and  treating  breast  cancer  may  be  as  bright  as  day 


Does  increased  light  exposure  and  low  melatonin  levels  increase  your  risk  of  breast  cancer? 


Rodolfo  Silva-Mera 


Just  what  you  needed:  another  thing 
to  stress  about  when  you're  pulling 
an  all-nighter  finishing  that  big  as- 
signment. Scientists  have  reported 
a  correlation  between  working  dur- 
ing the  night-time  and  a  higher  risk 
of  developing  breast  cancer. 

Dr.  Julia  Knight,  a  professor 
studying  breast  cancer  at  U  of  T's 
Department  of  Public  Health  Sci- 
ences, is  investigating  this  link. 
Knight  explores  the  roles  that  mela- 
tonin and  circadian  rhythms  (our 
day-and-night  sleep  cycle)  play  in 
breast  cancer,  which  can  afflict 
males  as  well  as  females. 

Melatonin  is  a  sleep  hormone  in 
humans  that  can  be  likened  to  a 
rechargeable  battery.  Darkness  re- 
charges melatonin  levels,  filling  the 
"battery"  with  energy.  When  the 
body  is  exposed  to  light,  melatonin 
levels  gradually  drop,  eventually 
contributing  to  the  force  that  drives 


us  back  to  sleep. 

With  a  strong  anti-oxidant  and 
immune  •  function,  melatonin  has 
evolved  in  all  plants  and  animals 
over  millennia.  With  the  use  of  out- 
door and  indoor  night  lighting,  light 
pollution  could  be  having  a  negative 
effect  on  both  human  and  animal 
circadian  rhythms,  not  to  mention 
our  health. 

Some  evidence  indicates  a  higher 
cancer  rate  among  shift  workers 
who  don't  spend  enough  time  in 
the  dark  during  a  24-hour  period. 
In  fact,  one  study  suggested  that 
exposure  to  light  during  the  typical 
night  period  is  a  significant  factor  in 
the  increased  occurrence  of  breast 
and  colorectal  cancers  in  the  devel- 
oped world.  Excessive  light  expo- 
sure leads  to  low  melatonin  levels 
in  the  blood,  which  may  be  linked 
to  certain  cancers. 

"Melatonin-low  blood  has  been 
observed  in  patients  who  develop 
breast  cancer,"  Knight  explained. 


but  whether  low  melatonin  in  the 
blood  is  a  cause  of  the  cancer  or  a 
symptom  has  yet  to  be  shown. 

Previous  studies  showed  that 
airline  crews,  who  work  scattered 
hours  with  random  daylight  expo- 
sure, were  more  prone  to  breast 
cancer  than  people  who  work  regu- 
lar daytime  hours  and  sleep  at  night. 
Following  up  on  this  work.  Knight 
measured  light  exposure,  exercise 
and  diet  in  relation  to  melatonin. 

Knight  explained  that  subjects 
kept  a  journal  during  the  study, 
where  they  entered  specific  infor- 
mation about  light  exposure,  physi- 
cal activity  and  medication.  She 
also  measured  light  concentration 
in  the  subjects'  environments. 

Knight  hypothesized  that  both 
daylight  and  artificial  light  affect 
melatonin  levels,  and  could  help 
predict  a  person's  risk  of  develop- 
ing breast  cancer,  but  her  investiga- 
tion proved  inconclusive. 

Her  experiment  did  determine 


that  physical  activity  has  a  direct 
relationship  with  breast  cancer:  the 
more  you  exercise,  the  less  chance 
you  have  of  getting  the  cancer. 
Knight  is  not  discouraged  by  her 
experiment's  unclear  results.  She 
said  she  would  continue  refining 
her  study  of  the  link  between  light 
and  breast  cancer. 

"The  methods  for  measuring 
light  and  when  in  life  to  measure 
it  could  have  been  the  major  flaw," 
she  said. 

She  plans  to  join  Dr.  Mark  Rea, 
of  New  York's  Lighting  Research 
Institute  at  Rensselaer  Polytechnic 
Institute,  in  future  studies.  These 
studies  will  have  subjects  wearing  a 
new  light  metre  resembling  a  head- 
set, which  more  accurately  records 
the  intensity  of  light  viewed  by  the 
wearer. 

The  links  connecting  light  expo- 
sure, exercise  and  cancer  may  be 
important  in  treating  and  lowering 
rates  of  breast  cancer. 


//DESIGNED  FOR  A  DEEP  DIVE 


It  looks  like  a  squished  orange.  It 
also  goes  to  oceanic  depths  hu- 
mans have  never  dared  to  reach. 
The  Deep  Phreatic  Thermal  Ex- 
plorer is  the  world's  latest  under- 
water robot,  and  it's  exciting  scien- 
tists and  Jules  Verne  fans  alike.  In 
tests  in  early  February,  the  robot 
explored  a  115-metre  deep  ce- 
note — a  limestone  sinkhole  filled 
with  acidic  groundwater  that  forms 


near  volcanic  regions — called  La 
Pilita,  a  milestone  for  an  un-teth- 
ered  underwater  vehicle  under  no 
human  control.  The  robot  can  fol- 
low detailed  maps  using  velocity, 
depth,  and  acceleration  sensors, 
but  it  also  sends  out  sonar  pulses 
to  map  and  navigate  unknown, 
deep  waters.  Scientists  hope  to  use 
the  robot  to  explore  the  El  Zacaton 
cenote,  which  human  divers  have 


determined  is  more  than  282  me- 
tres deep.  The  robot  will  produce 
high-resolution  maps  of  the  area. 
In  the  tests  at  La  Pilita,  the  robot 
discovered  and  mapped  a  tunnel 
on  the  western  wall  of  the  cenote. 
At  the  floor  of  the  sinkhole,  the  ro- 
bot was  able  to  approach  a  wall,  ex- 
tend a  mechanical  arm,  and  take  a 
core  sample.  The  robot  will  be  put 
through  a  complete  rehearsal  of  the 


Zacaton  mission  later  this  month, 
in  anticipation  of  a  launch  in  May.  If 
it  goes  well,  expect  the  Deep  Phre- 
atic to  make  a  cosmic  leap:  the  ex- 
periments are  funded  by  NASA  in 
hopes  that  the  robot's  technology 
may  be  used  to  explore  the  oceans 
on  Jupiter's  moon  Europa. 
Source:  Carnegie  Mellon  news  ser- 
vice 

—SANDY  HUEN 
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Truth  is  Stranger  Than  Fiction 

Healing  and  repair:  humans  have  fine-tuned  these  responses  to  cope  with 
losing  a  limb  or  an  organ,  but  many  organisms  have  an  adaptation  that 
beats  anything  a  human  body  can  offer — regeneration 

Savvy  salamanders 


The  salamander  is  the  only  verte- 
brate species  able  to  completely  re- 
create a  limb  as  an  adult.  It  takes  40 
days  for  the  new  limb  to  form,  and 
three  more  months  for  it  to  grow  to 
the  same  size  and  shape  of  its  pre- 
decessor. Regeneration  depends 
on  cells  in  the  stump  of  a  lost  limb 
de-differentiating  to  return  to  the 
"blank-slate"  state,  and  becoming 
blastema  cells. 

In  higher  vertebrates,  including 
mammals,  damaged  muscles  can 
regenerate  using  a  reserve  of  satel- 
lite cells — similar  to  stem  cells,  but 
found  in  mature  muscle — that  cre- 
ate imperfect  replicas  of  the  tissue. 
Healing  wounds  produce  scar  tis- 
sue in  humans,  which  some  believe 
is  a  byproduct  of  healing  quickly  to 
avoid  infection.  Regenerated  sala- 
mander tissue,  on  the  other  hand. 


is  methodic  and  scar-free,  even  in 
cases  of  heart  injury. 

Picking  apart  Planaria 

One  of  the  classical  examples  of  re- 
generation is  found  in  the  Planaria 
genus,  a  group  of  primitive  fresh- 
water flat  worms  that  have  been 
the  subject  of  close  to  a  century  of 
scientific  research.  Experiments 
have  shown  that  single  planarians 
can  be  cut  into  as  many  as  279 
pieces,  each  of  which  re-grows  into 
an  entire,  healthy  organism.  Un- 
like salamanders,  planarians  form 
regenerative  blastema  cells  using 
adult  stem  cells  that  are  distributed 
throughout  its  body.  Tapping  stem 
cells  for  planarian  regeneration  is 
akin  to  returning  to  the  embryonic 
path  all  animals  follow  in  early  de- 
velopment. Humans  have,  perhaps, 
lost  the  ability  to  use  this  technique 


during  adulthood  because  of  a  high 
risk  of  the  cells  turning  cancerous, 
though  adult  stem  cells  do  maintain 
our  blood,  skin,  and  bones.  Ongo- 
ing research  on  planarians — such 
as  sequencing  their  genome-;— may 
reveal  how  stem  cells  work  during 
embryonic  development,  tissue 
maintenance  and  regeneration, 
and  suggest  how  similar  processes 
might  function  in  humans. 


Letting  loose 


The  evidence  for  regeneration  in 
other  animals  is  widespread:  deer 
antlers,  turtle  shells,  crocodile 
jaws,  bat  wings,  and  even  snail  pe- 
nises  can  grow  back  after  damage 
or  a  complete  loss.  Deer  antlers, 
one  of  the  fastest-growing  animal 
tissues  known,  re-grow  to  maxi- 
mum size  in  three  to  four  months 
each  spring.  New  evidence  from 


Species  within  the  genus  Planaria  have  a  remarkable  ability  to  regenerate.  Pieces  of  a 
planarium  as  small  as  only  10,000  cells  can  re-grow  into  a  whole  organism. 


Professor  Joanna  Price  of  the  Royal 
Veterinary  College  suggests  that 
stem  cells  may  be  responsible  for 
this  phenomenon. 

Insects  and  crustaceans  are  well- 
known  for  their  ability  to  shed  their 
exoskeletons  and  reveal  entirely 
regenerated  structures  beneath. 
Should  a  moult  go  badly  and  body 
parts  get  stuck  in  the  dead  exoskel- 
eton,  they  can  be  left  there  and  re- 
generated later.  Likewise,  lizards, 
crabs,  and  spiders  are  known  for 
their  ability  to  drop  a  limb  in  antici- 
pation of  a  predator's  attack.  Living 
life,  even  for  a  short  while,  without 
a  tail  or  leg  comes  with  its  own 
costs,  though — increased  preda- 
tion,  decreased  overall  growth,  and 
the  inability  to  compete  for  mates 
or  defend  territory  are  just  some  of 
the  problems  to  be  faced. 


Only  human,  unfortunately 

No  more  than  a  few  isolated  instances 
exist  of  human  tissue  regeneration. 
Our  internal  organs,  like  the  liver  or  the 
lining  of  the  intestine,  replenish  their 
cells  regularly,  but  the  mechanisms 
employed  in  these  cases  differ  greatly 
from  those  required  for  the  complete 
regeneration  of  a  limb.  Several  extreme 
cases  of  fingertip  re-growth  have  been 
documented  in  children  under  eleven 
years  of  age  where  bone,  skin  and 
cartilage  were  regenerated  perfectly. 
But  while  comic-book  super-healing 
would  be  a  desirable  reality  for  many, 
we  first  need  to  solve  the  mysteries  of 
regeneration  in  both  humans  and  ani- 
mals. Regeneration  research  could  be 
instrumental  in  treating  diseases  like 
Parkinson's  and  multiple  sclerosis. 
— SANDY HUEN 


BROWN  makes  the 
difference  for  you, 
so  that  you  con  do  A 
the  same  for  others.! 


Behavioural  Science  Technology 


Career  and  Work  Counsellor 
Child  andYouth  Worker 


Eartv  Chlldtiood  EducaCod 


Now  that  you've  graduated  with  a  degree  in  Psychology  or  Sociology,  you  may 
be  looking  for  an  opportunity  to  develop  an  area  of  specialization.  Our  postgraduate 
and  fast-track  programs  take  your  theoretical  knowledge  and  lets  you  apply  it  in 
a  hands-on  learning  environment.  With  our  wide  range  of  agency  and  community 
contacts,  you'll  gain  experience  in  the  field  that  leads  to  jobs  -  90%  of  our 
graduates  get  a  job  within  six  months.  Visit  us  online  to  sign  up  for  an  information 
session  today,  and  we'll  get  you  ready  to  make  a  difference. 


To  register  for  your  information  session, 
go  to  georgebrown.ca/infosessions 
For  program  Information, 
go  to  georgebrown.ca/postgrad 


GEORGE 


COLLLCl 


The  Varsity 


National  Defense 
Defence  nationale 


Options 
make 
all  the 
difference 

No  matter  what  your 
university  education, 
you  can  enjoy  a  career 
with  a  difference  in  the 
Canadian  Forces. 


Engineers 
Physiotherapists 
Social  Worlcers 
Pilots 
Doctors 
Nurses 
Pharmacists 
Naval  Officers 


To  learn  more, 
contact  us  today. 


Les  options 
font 
toute  la 
difference 

Peu  importe  la  nature  de  vos 
etudes  unlversitaires,  vous 
pouvez  beneficier  d'une 
carriere  differente  dans 
les  Forces  canadiennes. 

•  Ingenieurs 

•  Physiotherapeutes 

•  Travailleurs  sociaux/ 
travailleuses  sociales 

•  Pilotes 

•  Medecins 

•  Infirmiers/infirmieres 

•  Pharmaciens/ 
pharmaciennes 

•  Officiers  de  marine 

Pour  obtenir  de  plus  amples 
renseignements,  veuillez 
communiquer  avec  nous 
des  aujourd'hui. 


Fight  with  the  Canadian  Forces 
Combattez  avec  les  Forces  canadiennes 


CANADIAN  FORCES  i 


FORCES  CANADIENNES 


www.forces.ca 

1-800-856-8488 


Canada 


12  MONDAY,  MARCH  5, 2007  Wfml%^#l  I     I      a  H  review@thevarsity.ca 


Getting  to  know  the  real  Kal  Penn 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


Kal  Penn  is  having  a  hard  time  dis- 
tancing himself  from  Gogol  Ganguli. 
The  latter  is  Penn's  character  in  Mira 
Nair's  new  film  The  Namesake — a 
generational  tale  about  the  struggle 
to  reconcile  ethnic  and  individual 
identity  in  the  melting  pot  that  is  the 
US  of  A — and  he  flaunts  some  inter- 
esting similarities  with  the  actor's 
real  life. 

Both  Gogol  and  Penn  (whom  you 
might  remember  as  Kumar  in  the 
stoner  classic  Harold  and  Kumar 
Go  to  White  Castle)  are  second  gen- 
eration Indians,  born  and  raised  in 
America.  They  both  have  name  is- 
sues. In  the  film,  Gogol  keeps  his  real 
name  a  secret,  favouring  the  more 
assimilation-friendly  "Nick"  in  pub- 
lic. Coincidently,  Penn  was  actually 
born  Kalpen  Modi,  and  abbreviated 
his  name  to  better  serve  his  career  in 
show  business. 

However,  while  speaking  with  The 
Varsity  from  the  movie  set  in  Los 
Angeles,  Penn  was  quick  to  dismiss 
most  of  the  parallels  between  his  life 
and  Gogol's. 

What  Penn  does  say  he  shares 
with  Gogol  is  the  experience  of  being 
misconceived  as  an  Indian  with  an 
identity  crisis.  The  popular  concep- 
tion of  Gogol's  journey,  as  suggested 
by  the  film's  own  press  notes,  is  that 
he's  an  American-raised  Indian  kid 
who  must  come  to  terms  with  his 
conflicted  identity.  But  Penn  takes  a 
different  view. 

"Gogol  is  born  and  raised  in  Amer- 
ica. He's  an  American  of  Indian  de- 
cent. He's  bilingual.  He's  very  com- 
fortable with  all  of  that.  And  it's  other 
people  who  always  take  issue  with 
his  identity.  I'm  always  weirded  out 
when  people  always  ask  me  ques- 
tions about  it  like,  'Do  you  feel  more 
Indian  or  more  American?'  Are  they 
mutually  exclusive?  They're  not  to 
me.  Unless  you're  Native  American, 
everyone  is  from  somewhere  else.  So 
why  do  you  have  to  pick  one?" 


Penn — who  also  plays  a  terrorist 
associate  on  24 — is  giving  voice  to  an 
anxiety  widely  felt  in  the  ranks  of  eth- 
nic actors  working  in  America,  who 
can  seldom  land  a  role  or  do  an  inter- 
view without  addressing  their  heri- 
tage. Nevertheless,  Penn  didn't  have 
any  apprehensions  about  chasing  a 
role  that  could  have  him  typecast  as 
the  go-to  Indian. 

A  devoted  fan  of  Jhumpa  Lahiri's 
novel  of  the  same  title  on  which  The 
Namesake  is  based,  Penn  actually 


used  to  check  into  hotels  under  the 
pseudonym  Gogol  Ganguli.  When 
he  discovered  that  a  film  adaptation 
of  the  book — which  he  likens  to  The 
Catcher  in  the  Rye — was  in  the  works 
under  the  internationally  acclaimed 
director  Mira  Nair  (Mississippi  Ma- 
so/a),  Penn  was  eager  to  play  Gogol 
for  a  larger  audience  than  a  few  hotel 
concierges. 

Penn  penned  a  passionate  letter 
to  Nair,  describing  in  detail  all  of  the 
reasons  he  was  the  best  actor  for  the 


part.  By  winning  the  director  over,  he 
earned  the  opportunity  to  headline 
a  dramatic  feature,  a  welcome  break 
from  all  of  the  teen  comedies  he'd 
been  getting  typecast  into. 

"Van  Wilder:  The  Rise  of  Tag  and 
Epic  Movie  were  not  particularly  chal- 
lenging," admits  Penn,  who's  counting 
on  The  Namesake  to  showcase  his  se- 
rious side  and  open  up  a  wider  range 
of  future  opportunities.  "I  hope  The 
Namesake  allows  me  to  be  a  lot  more 
picky  with  the  projects  that  I  take." 


Not  that  he  wants  to  abandon  his 
comedic  roots  altogether — he's  cur- 
rently working  on  the  sequel  to  Har- 
old and  Kumar.  But  it  just  might  be 
nice  for  Penn  to  be  seen  as  a  versatile 
actor,  and  not  exclusively  as  a  come- 
dian, or  an  Indian  for  that  matter. 

The  Namesake  opens  in  wide  release 
March  9.  Be  sure  to  check  out  our 
Namesake  contest  on  the  next  page  to 
see  how  you  could  win  free  passes  to  a 
sneak  preview! 


//FILM  REVIEW 


Iron  kinks 


Black  Snake  Moan  can't  live  without  restraint 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


Rae,  the  battered  sexpot  played  by 
Christina  Ricci  in  Craig  Brewer's  new 
film  Black  Snake  Mfxin,  may  go  down  in 
cinematic  history  as  one  of  the  iconic 
visions  of  female  eroticism  that  linger 
in  the  public  imagination  for  decades. 

Remember  the  bikini-and-dagger- 
clad  Ursula  Andress  stepping  from 
crystal-blue  waters  as  the  original 
Bond  girl.  Honey  Ryder?  Or  Jane  Fonda 
doing  as  she  pleased  with  those  mas- 
sive laser  guns  as  the  Space-age  cow- 
girl Barbarella?  Or  even  Carrie  Fisher's 
Princess  Leia  in  gold  bikini  and  chains 


as  Jabba  the  Hut's  prisoner  in  Return  of 
theJedP. 

Ricci  tows  a  similar  line  as  the  prison- 
er of  a  washed-up  singer  in  Black  Snake 
Moan,  an  ode  to  the  Blues  and  the  dirty 
south.  Her  character,  a  redneck  nym- 
phomaniac named  Rae,  who's  swollen 
and  bruised  from  a  recent  thrashing, 
scampers  about  in  a  pair  of  worn  white 
panties  and  a  torn  grey  crop-top  bear- 
ing American  and  Confederate  flags 
barely  containing  her  breasts. 

A  slightly  off-tune  Samuel  Jackson 
plays  Lazarus,  a  tattered,  god-fearing 
Blues  musician.  Lazarus  no  longer 
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sings  the  blues,  mainly  because  he's  surrendered 
to  them.  Recently  separated  from  a  cheating  wife 
who  tooli  off  with  his  younger  brother,  Lazarus 
lives  with  his  crops,  his  bible,  a  bottle  of  moon- 
shine and  a  tendency  to  lash  out  against  anyone 
who  crosses  him. 

After  discovering  Rae  bloodied,  unconscious 
and  laid  out  in  his  path  after  a  night  of  debauch- 
ery, Lazarus  makes  it  his  mission  to  deliver  the 
nymph  from  wickedness — starting  by  chaining 
her  to  his  radiator 

Brewer's  film  is  built  around  this  sort  of  kinky, 
atmospheric  exorcism,  complete  with  demonic 
spells  of  unbridled  horniness.  Rae's  chains  stand 
in  for  rosary  beads,  moonshine  for  holy  water, 
and  blues  for  gospel.  In  a  central  moment  in  the 
film,  a  half-conscious  Rae  struggles  with  her 
chains  until  they  completely  engulf  her  These 
chains  will  eventually  become  her,  and  the  movie 


FILM  REVIEW 


Black  Snake  Moan 


Directed  by  Craig  Brewer 


Starring  Samuel  L  Jackson, 
Ctiristina  Ricci 


Rating:  VVVW 


for  that  matter 

It's  too  bad  the  chains  come  off  so  early  in  the  film, 
because  Ricci  is  left  fidgety  without  them.  Brewer 
seems  anxious  to  fill  the  feature  with  subplots,  side- 
characters  like  Rae's  neurotic  boyfriend  played  by 
Justin  Timberlake,  and  a  Blues  motif,  none  of  which 
live  up  to  the  tug-of-war  at  the  film's  centre. 
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&  Graduate  Students 


NAMESAKE  CONTEST! 

Win  a  pair  of  passes 
to  catch  a  sneak 
preview  of 
The  Namesake! 

Just  email  review@thevarsity.ca 
with  the  name  of  one  of  the 
stars  of  The  Namesake.  The  first 
S  correct  responders  will  receive 
free  passes  to  a  sneak  preview 
of  The  Namesake  on  March  8. 


in  theatres  March  9 


^WARSITY 


Vote  on  the  World  Wide  Web 


www.rosi.utoronto.ca 


March  5  —  March  9 


Why? 


Have  your  say  in  the  University's  future 


When?    •    Monday,  March  5,  beginning  at  6:00  a.m.  to 
Friday,  March  9,  ending  at  5:00  p.m. 

Where?    •  www.rosi.utoronto.ca 

How?    •    Click  Student  Web  Service  Login 
Enter  your  student  ID  and  PIN 
Choose  the  Main  Menu 
Choose  Elections 


Hart  House  Theatre  and  Theatre  Erindale  present 

THIRTEEN  HANDS 


"At  that  table,  I  knew  exactly  where  /  was..." 

by  Carol  Shields 

^^5^^^  Directed  by 

Ijgri      RON  CAMERON-LEWiS 

^^11^^  Original  Music  by 

ERINDALE        CHRISTOPHER  DAWES 


MARCH  8-  10,  2007 

Thurs  to  Sat  Som  &  Sat  2Dm 


student  tickets  only  $12 


HART 


HOUSE 
THEATRE 


VwiMW.HARTHOUSETHEATRE.CA 


IVIeloche  IVIonnex 

CAf^N  # 


■  orintworks 


METCALF  Pffg^ 
FOUNDATION  MT/ 


LIGHTING 


BOX  OFFICE 
T 
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Insight  comes  from 
all  directions. 


You  bring  something  unique  to  the  table,  and  at  Ernst  &  Young, 
you'll  be  encouraged  to  speak  up  and  contribute.  Because  we 
know  that  bringing  together  people  with  different  backgrounds 
and  perspectives  lets  us  deliver  quality  results  for  our  clients. 
It's  why  we've  created  a  work  environment  of  mutual  respect 
that  promotes  your  personal  and  professional  growth  and 
success.  So  visit  us  on  campus  or  at  ey.corn/us/careers, 

FORTUNE^ 

100  BEST^ 

COMPANIES^ 

TO  WORK  FOR  P 


Transaction  Advisory  Services 


©  2007  Ernst  &  Young  uf 


=U  Ernst  &YOUNG 


Quality  In  Everything  We  Do 


review@thevarsity.ca 


VARSITY  ARTS  &  ENTERTAINMENT 


MONDAY,  MARCH  5, 2007 


15 


Killing  for  crowds 

Why  Zodiac  might  be  David  Fincher's  masterpiece 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


From  Se7en  to  Fight  Club,  direc- 
tor David  Fincher  seems  to  have 
altered  the  construct  of  the  typi- 
cal male  ego.  In  the  bygone  days 
of  Vertigo  and  Psycho,  the  violent 
male  was  fed  by  the  need  to  con- 
trol female  adversaries.  The  "new 
masculinity"  featured  in  Fincher's 
films  is  a  compulsive  attention- 
seeker  who  thrives  on  media-cen- 
tric society's  stage. 

Kevin  Spacey's  serial  killer  in 
Se7en  crafted  a  grizzly  work  of 
art  for  the  private  audience  of 
two  cops  played  by  Brad  Pitt  and 
Morgan  Freeman.  In  Fight  Club, 
men — domesticated  by  their  IKEA- 
furnished  pads,  non-fat  Starbucks 
lattes,  and  the  hypnotic  flicker  of 
TV  sets — reinvigorate  their  mas- 
culinity by  pounding  each  other  to 
a  bloody  pulp  in  front  of  an  audi- 
ence. Those  brutes  come  full  circle 
with  their  Project  Mayhem,  return- 
ing to  their  TV  sets  to  watch  their 
own  devilishness  on  the  evening 
news. 

With  his  latest  offering,  Fincher 
applies  his  skewed,  "notice-me" 
masculinity  to  the  true  story  of  the 
media-savvy  Zodiac  serial  killer  im- 
mortalized in  Dirty  Harry,  who  was 
arguably  better  at  being  a  celebrity 


FILM  REVIEW 


Zodiac 


Directed  by  David  Fmctier 


Starring  Jake  Gyllenfiaal, 
Robert  Downey  Jr.,  Marl< 
Ruffaio 


Rating:  VVVVV 


than  a  murderer  (O.J.  should  take 
notes).  Fincher's  film  focuses  on 
the  Mves  of  two  journalists  with 
whom  the  Zodiac  killer  carried  out 
a  cryptic  and  one-way  correspon- 
dence, and  who  were  consumed  by 
his  open-ended  legacy. 

Sending  communiques  of  his 
crimes  to  local  newspapers  for 
publication,  complete  with  ci- 
phers and  cryptograms  to  puzzle 
over,  the  Zodiac  killer  fed  his  ego 
by  basking  in  the  media  spotlight. 
It's  even  possible  that  the  cryptic 
showman  took  credit  for  murders 
he  didn't  commit. 

Fincher  draws  a  sharp  contrast 
between  the  Zodiac  killer's  well- 
orchestrated  media  events  and  the 
clumsy,  grizzly  killings  themselves. 


Jake  Gyllenhaal  tracks  the  Zodiac  killer  in  director  David  Fincher's  newest  suspense  thriller. 


His  point:  that  the  Zodiac  killer 
cared  less  for  the  murders  than  the 
attention  they  brought  him. 

The  murder  scenes  linger  just  a 
little  too  long,  and  lack  the  swift- 
ness of  most  slasher  flicks  (the  Zo- 


diac killer  often  fails  to  kill  people 
on  the  first  attempt).  But  the  mur- 
ders, in  all  their  gory  detail,  only 
take  up  a  small  portion  of  the  rich- 
ly-textured film's  158  minutes. 
Refusing    to    showboat  with 


speculative  flourishes,  the  direc- 
tor sticks  to  documented  facts  as 
the  focus  of  his  entertainment,  dis- 
creetly anchoring  his  visions  from 
Se7en  and  Fight  Club  in  undeniable 
reality. 


MASTER'S  DEGREES 

Biology  (MSc) 

Business  Administration  (MBA) 
Business  Administration  -  Online  (MBA) 
Chemical  Sciences  (MSc) 
Geology  (MSc) 
History  (MA) 

Human  Development  (MA,  MSc) 
Humanities  (MA) 

Mineral  Resources  Engineering  (MASc,  MEng) 
Nursing  (MScN) 
Physics  (MSc) 
Social  Work  (MSW) 
Sociology  (MA) 

DOCTORAL  DEGREES 

Boreal  Ecology  (PhD) 
Biomolecular  Sciences  (PhD) 
Human  Studies  (PhD) 

Mineral  Deposits  and  Precambrian  Geology  (PhD) 
Natural  Resources  Engineering  (PhD) 
Rural  and  Northern  Health  (PhD) 

GRADUATE  DIPLOMA 

Science  Communication 


LAURENTIAN  HAS  GROWN  BEYOND  THE 
PRIMARILY  UNDERGRADUATE  INSTITUTION  IT 
ONCE  WAS.  RECENTLY,  THE  UNIVERSITY: 

•  opened  the  Northern  Ontario  School  of  Medicine,  a 
joint  collaboration  with  Lakehead  University; 

•  added  a  sixth  doctoral  program; 

•  launched  the  Centre  for  Excellence  in  Mining  Innovation 
(CEMI)  with  government  and  industry. 

In  addition  to  more  than  a  dozen  research  centres, 
Laurentian  boasts  an  innovative  array  of  Canada  Research 
Chairs.  Today,  the  university  is  ranked  3P'  nationwide  in 
terms  of  research  activity,  which  surpassed  $20  million  in 
2006.  {soMXce:  Re$earch  Injosource) 

We  offer  an  ideal  environment  for  advanced  learning  with 
smaller  classes,  and  the  opportunity  to  conduct  research 
alongside  professors  with  international  reputations. 

To  learn  more,  visit  the  university's  website  or 
contact  the  School  of  Graduate  Studies  today: 
1-800-461-4030,  ext.  3204 
graduatestudies@laurentian.ca 


LaurentianUniversity 
UniversiteLaurentienne 

Sudbury  Ontario  Canada 
www.laurentian.ca 


Melanie  Mehes  is  pursuing  a  PhD 


Learning.  It's  in  our  Nature. 
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TTC  and  Thunderheist  beat  up  the  Social 


MC  Cuizinier  raps  French  rhymes  to  a  killer  crowd  at  New  Kicks  last  Wednesday. 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


Ttie  recently  renovated  Social 
was  packed  last  Wednesday  for  a 
double  shot  of  hard-hitting  elec- 
tro-clash courtesy  of  Paris's  TTC 
and  Thunderheist,  a  new  booty- 
bass  duo  who  split  their  time  be- 
tween Montreal  and  Toronto.  Part 
of  the  recently  revamped  New 
Kicks  party,  which  happens  ev- 
ery Wednesday  at  the  Social,  the 
midscale  bar  was  nearing  capac- 
ity before  openers  Thunderheist 
even  took  the  stage. 

Milling  in  with  the  growing 
crowd,  I  caught  up  with  DJ  Gra- 
ham and  MC  Isis  before  things 
got  underway.  Repping  hard  in  a 
vintage  Expos  hat,  Graham  was 
excited  to  play.  "It's  only  our  sixth 
show  ever,"  he  said  of  the  duo's 
quick  rise  in  popularity  since 
their  stage  debut  back  in  October 
2006  (tucked  under  his  arm  was 
the  proof:  a  hot-off-the-press  is- 
sue of  Eye  magazine,  featuring  a 
wicked  mid-air  shot  of  them  on 
the  cover).  Meanwhile  Isis  quickly 
downed  a  Vodka  and  Red  Bull. 

When  Thunderheist  took  the 
stage,  the  Social  audience  had 
hit  the  floor  and  were  ready  to 
dance.  Their  set  got  underway 
with  the  incendiary  opener  "An- 
them." in  which  Isis  coolly  raps 
over  Graham's  sinister,  synth- 
riddled  beats.  By  the  start  of  their 
third  track,  the  crowd  started  to 
overflow  onto  the  stage,  with  au- 
dience members  jumping  up  to 
get  down  with  Isis.  Unfortunately 
this  skipped  Graham's  record  and 
forced  the  duo  to  momentarily 
shut  things  down  and  clear  the 
stage. 

It  was  obvious  that  they  hated 
to  be  party  poopers,  and  would 
have  loved  nothing  more  than  to 
host  one  giant  stage  jam,  but  for 


the  sake  of  a  smooth  show,  danc- 
ing would  have  to  be  relegated  ex- 
clusively to  the  dance  floor. 

Throughout  their  set  the  in- 
stantly likeable  pair  gave  big 
shout-outs  to  their  parents  and 
significant  others,  and  came  off  as 
refreshingly  down-to-earth,  while 
dropping  huge  beats  that  kept  the 


crowd  hopping  and  yelling.  Their 
set  ended  with  the  two  jumping  all 
over  each  other  while  the  crowd 
showed  its  wild  appreciation,  and 
anticipation  for  headliners  TTC. 

Taking  a  page  from  the  Beastie 
Boys  by  sporting  three  MCs  and 
one  DJ,  TTC  made  no  delay  in 
getting  down  at  the  Social.  The 


quartet  were  sharp  dressers  and 
rapped  entirely  French  (but  spoke 
fluent  English  in  between  songs). 

Blending  elements  of  euro- 
dance,  house  and  electro-clash, 
DJ  Orgasmic  brought  the  house 
down  when  he  dropped  hints  of 
Reel  to  Real's  1994  epic  "I  Like  to 
Move  It"  and  "All  That  She  Wants" 


by  Ace  of  Base.  The  colourfully- 
dressed  crew  had  everyone  in  the 
room  behind  them  with  MC  Teki 
Latex's  rough  and  aggressive  vo- 
cals leading  the  charge.  Parties 
like  this  need  to  be  the  rule  in  this 
city,  not  the  exception. 

RATING:  WW 


Canada's  best  graduate  student  experience 

Western  offers  access  lo  iiilerdisclplindry  progrdiiis  llidl  dllow  you  lo  pursue  your  dreds 
of  interest.  You'll  work  with,  and  learn  fronn,  some  of  the  best  researchers  and  teachers 
in  the  world.  Generous  funding  is  available  and  you'll  enjoy  all  the  advantages 

nf  li'/jnn  in  n  iini"orrjty  rr.rom! ipitv  th.Tt  ir  n^ft  r.f  ,^  majot  urban  centre. 


Western 


THE  GRADUATE 
STUDENT 

EXPERIENCE 

A  mini-conference  for  prospective 
Western  graduate  students 

Saturday,  March  10, 2007 
12:00  p.m.  -  4:30  p.m.,  Great  Hall 

This  event  will  provide  you  with  insight  and  information 
on  what  it  takes  to  succeed  in  graduate  school. 

Apart  from  general  information  on  The  Society  of  Graduate 
Students,  TAships,  scholarships,  The  Faculty  of  Graduate 
Studies,  The  City  of  London  and  much  more,  there  will 
also  be  specific  sessions  on  the  following  topics: 


Strategies  for  Success  in 
and  after  Graduate  School 

Getting  IVientored  in 
Graduate  School 

Financing  Your  Graduate 
Education 


Support  Services  for 
Graduate  Students 

Housing  Opportunities 

The  Best  Graduate  Student 

Experience 

(panel  discussion) 


For  more  information  and  to  register,  please  visit: 

www.uwo.ca/grad 


The  University  of  Western  Ontario 


review@thevarsity.ca 
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Writers  Wanted! 


Write  for  Arts  &  Entertainment 
so  that  everyone  knows  what 
great  taste  you  have  in  music, 
books,  art,  and  movies. 

Snob. 

Call  416-946-7600  or  email: 
review@thevarsity.ca 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


•  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

e  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

•  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

•  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

» Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 
»  Teacher  Placement  Service 

•  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Q  Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-924-3240I1-800-779-17J9 
www.oxfardsemlnars.com 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE| 

Preparation  Seminars  I 


•  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

«  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

•  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

•  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
f  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

•  Free  Repeat  Policy 

•  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

mimmnm 

www.oxfordseniinars,coin 


WW 


THERE'S  A  LIFE  ON  THE  LINE.  SHALL 
WE  ASK  THEM  TO  HOLD? 

Distress  Centres  of  Toronto  need  volun- 
teers who  can  be  there  24/7  to  answer 
the  calls  of  the  lonely,  distressed  or 
suicidal.  We  provide  comprehensive 
training  in  telephone  support,  crisis 
intervention  and  suicide  prevention. 
Visit  www.torontodistresscentre.com  or 
call  -  Downtown:  416-.598-0166,  North 
York:  416-486-3180,  Scarborough:  416- 
4.39-0744. 

DID  YOU  KNOW...? 

Every  little  girl  is  born  with  40,000  ovarian 
eggs.  During  her  lifetime,  only  a  few  eggs 
will  ever  be  used.  A  professional  couple 
is  looking  for  a  compassionate,  young, 
healthy  woman  to  donate  a  few  of  her 
many  eggs  to  help  fulfill  our  dreams  of 
having  a  baby.  We  very  much  hope  your 
are  this  woman!  If  so,  please  contact: 
pat@soft-infertility.com  Thank  you  for 
helping  make  our  dreams  come  true. 

MUSICIANS  WANTED! 

For  Sounds  of  Change  at  UofT  on  March 
21,  2007.  To  register  go  to: 
www.equity.utoronto.ca  or  call  416  946- 
8969. 

HELPWANTEa 

Self  motivated  student  to  place  post- 
ers up  around  campus,  good  pay 
plus  bonus.  ESL  students  welcome. 
Details:  416-280-6113 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


THE  TORONTO  ART  THERAPY  INSTITUTE 

Announces  new  options  for  streamlined 
training  in  art  therapy.  Visit  wrww.tati.on.ca 
or  call  416-924-6221. 

THE  POLITICS  OF  OIL 

For  a  rare  insight  into  the  politics  of  oil 
and  the  resulting  human  rights  abuses, 
Source  is  a  must  see. 
Part  of  the  4th  annual  Human  Rights 
International  Film  Festival,  this  witty 
documentary  chronicles  the  collision 
of  corporate  oil  interests  with  the 
domestic  politics  and  lives  of  the  Azer- 
baijanis,  a  people  living  at  the  cross- 
roads of  Southwest  Asia  and  Eastern 
Europe. 

"The  resilience  of  individuals  portrayed 
in  these  films  and  their  determination 
to  overcome  inequality  and  challenge 
abuse  reminds  us  of  just  how  much 
power  we  have  to  do  the  same,"  said 
Helga  Stephenson,  Founding  Co-Chair, 
Toronto  Committee  Human  Rights 
Watch. 

Introduced  by  acclaimed  Canadian 
photographer,  Ed  Burtynsky  (recently 
featured  in  the  extraordinary  docu- 
mentary Manufactured  Landscapes). 
Shown  on  Tuesday,  March  6th  at  6:30 
p.m. at  the  Art  Gallery  of  Ontario's 
Jackman  Hall,  317  Dundas  Street  West 
(McCaul  St.  entrance). 
Tickets  are  $11.00  (for  non-members) 
and  can  be  purchased  by  visiting: 
www.cinemathequeontario.ca. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help 
with  all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in 
resumes,  applications,  and  appeals. 
Call  416-960-9042.  Email:  customessay@ 
bellnet.ca.  Online:  customessay.com 

^        PRIVATE  MATH  TUTOR 

PhD  in  Mathematics,  many  years  expe- 


rience teaching,  tutoring  mathematics 
to  Ontario  high  school  and  university 
students.  Individual  tutoring,  very  close 
to  subway.  416-452-0279. 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)-785- 


TUTORINGAND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 


PICKUP  &  GO  MOVING  4U 

One  Man  One  Pickup  Truck  $25.00 
per  hr  +  (2  hour  minimuin).  Last 
minute  OK  24/7  Steve  Cell  416  994- 
7245. 

PC  COMPUTER  SERVICE 

Free  estimate.  25%  discount  for  U  of  T 
students.  Repairs  and  upgrades  at  your 
home.  Microtronics  co.  Phone:  416-423- 
6069,  Cell:  416-669-5700 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  COPY 
EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and 
dissertations,  from  style  to  format. 
APA,  MLA  and  McGill  styles  are  speci- 
alities. Mary  Anne  Carswell.  MA,  MEd, 
mcarswell@sympatico.ca ,  416-303-3106. 


Advertise  in  the  Varsity 

ads@thevarsity.ca 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business 
ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for 
the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 
DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


Governing  Council  Election  for  Students  -  Statements  of  the  Candidates 

Voting  will  take  place  on  ROSI  —  ww.rosi.utoronto.ca  —  Monday,  March  5  6:00  a.m.  to  Friday,  March  9  5:00  p.m. 


Full-Time  Undergraduates,  Constituency  I 


Saswati  Deb 

Serving  -  YOU  -  this  past  year  has  been  a  privilege  and 
I  would  love  to  serve  you  for  another  term.  I  believe  that 
student  voices  are  innportant  and  YOUR  needs  should 
be  the  focus  of  the  university.  I  will  continue  to  fight 
for  a  PASS/FAIL  credit,  more  student  space,  decreased 
prices  of  food  on  campus  and  more  accommodating 
food  options  so  that  YOU  get  More  out  of  your  U  of  T 
experience!  Please  Re-elect  me,  if  you  want  a  dedicat- 
ed and  experienced  student  who  will  continue  to  work 
her  hardest  for  you,  to  make  sure  YOUR  VOICES  are 
heard  first.  Vote  Saswati!!!! 

Alanna  Prasad 

Choose  representation  that  you  know  will  make  a  dif- 
ference. I  am  a  Biological  Chemistry  and  Philosophy  of 
Bioethics  student  who  has  served  as  President  of  the 
Chemistry  Students'  Union  and  as  a  student  representa- 
tive on  the  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  Council.  I  am 
committed  to  improving  the  overall  quality  of  under- 
graduate education;  specifically  related  to  increasing  the 
number  of  research  and  placement  opportunities  avail- 
able to  students.  I  will  provide  substantial  and  effective 
student  representation,  whereas  the  suggestions  and 
questions  of  my  peers  will  be  seriously  and  sincerely 
considered  throughout  my  term.  Vote  Alanna  Prasad  as 
your  representative! 


Alex  Rascanu 

VOTE  RASCANU!  A  3rd  co-op  management  stu- 
dent and  VP  Operations  of  the  Scarborough  Campus 
Students'  Union,  my  involvement  on  our  three  U  of  T 
campuses  has  included  collaboration  with  UTSU  and 
UTMSU  on  the  Reduce  Tuition  Fees  campaign  and  be- 
ing involved  in  numerous  student  groups  across  the  U 
of  T  community.  As  your  Governing  Council  Represen- 
tative, I  will  advocate  strongly  for  improved  monetary, 
physical  and  social  accessibility  at  U  of  T;  for  increases 
in  study  space  and  activity  space  at  UTSC,  UTSG  and 
UTM;  for  an  appropriate  childcare  facility  at  UTM;  and 
improved  student  services  and  academic  support.  Vote 
Rascanu  for  a  strong  voice. 
www.alexrascanu.ca 

Grahame  Rivers 

Grahame  has  worked,  in  many  capacities,  with  the 
Federal,  Provincial  and  Municipal  orders  of  government. 
He  currently  works  with  Government  of  Ontario  in  the 
Ministry  of  Research  and  Innovation. 
Grahame  came  to  U  of  T  through  the  Academic  Bridg- 
ing program  and  has  held  employment  throughout  his 
university  experience,  supporting  both  himself  and  his 
young  son. 

Enrolled  in  the  Political  Science  and  History  Double  Ma- 
jor program,  Grahame  is  entering  his  final  year  at  U  of 
T.  Based  on  his  experience,  he  hopes  to  add  a  unique 
perspective  to  the  Governing  Council. 


Josh  Rubin 

As  a  member  of  the  University  of  Toronto's  Governing 
Council  I  give  you  my  word  that  I  will  always,  tirelessly, 
serve  as  your  advocate  and  champion  as  I  seek  to 
improve  upon  what  works  well,  correct  what  did  not 
work  well,  and  try  out  new  ideas  that  might  work  well 
in  the  future.  I  recognize  that  this  may  be  a  tall  order  at 
times,  however  I  believe  that  I  have  the  capacity  to  fulfill 
the  responsibilities  that  will  be  bestowed  upon  me  as  a 
leader  in  the  academic  community  should  I  be  elected  to 
this  honourable  position. 

Wendy  Shen 

Stresses  from  school,  work  and  relationships  can  be 
overwhelming.  However,  an  uninformed  student  in  the 
university  is  more  stressed,  especially  when  changes 
are  imposed  on  them  for  no  reason.  I've  sat  on  the  Hart 
House  Literary  and  Library  Committee  for  four  years, 
and  have  seen  the  fruits  of  cooperation  between  other 
student  groups,  particularly  other  campuses.  I've  served 
on  the  Hart  House  Board  of  Stewards  for  two  years,  and 
understand  how  the  university  works.  I'm  involved  in 
my  College  from  VicXposure  (Victoria  College's  Camera 
Club)  to  ViCrew  (Victoria  College's  Dragonboat  Team) 
and  recognize  the  importance  of  a  unified  campus. 

More  information? 

elections.utoronto.ca 
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Overtime  killer 

Extra  periods  foil  Men's  Hockey,  which  loses  2-0  in  semifinals 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


After  two  gruellingly  physical  over- 
time games.  Men's  Hoci<ey  returned 
home  from  the  Ontario  University 
Athletic  semi-finals  yesterday,  de- 
feated by  Universite  du  Quebec  a 
Trois-Rivieres.  Les  Patriotes  won 
both  games  5-4. 

The  Blues  (20-9-1-2).  who  swept 
McGill  with  two  shutouts  in  the 
quarterfinals,  had  an  extra  three 
days  of  rest  over  UQTR,  who  need- 
ed three  games  to  dispatch  Ottawa. 
U  of  T  also  had  gotten  the  better  of 
their  semi-final  adversaries  in  two 
regular  season  games. 

Quick  start  fizzles 

But  none  of  that  mattered  as  the 
visiting  UQTR  (21-5-3-4)  withstood 
an  early  3-0  lead  by  the  Blues  in 
game  one  to  win  5-4  Wednesday  at 
the  Varsity  Arena. 

U  of  T  centre  Joe  Rand  netted  the 
first  goal  of  the  series  at  8:12  in  the 
first  period,  and  defenceman  Ed 
Snetsinger  and  left-winger  Simon 
Barg  would  follow  with  power  play 
goals  early  in  the  second. 

But  Patriotes  centre  Thiery 
Poudrier  would  not  be  denied,  scor- 
ing his  first  goal  of  the  game  17  sec- 
onds after  Barg's.  Poudrier  found 
teammate  and  defenceman  Mathieu 
Simoneau  at  17:54  to  bring  UQTR 
within  one  at  the  end  of  the  second 


period. 

Rand  netted  his  second  on  the 
game  1:13  into  the  final  period,  spot- 
ting the  Blues  with  a  two-goal  lead. 
But  Patriote  left-winger  Yan  Gaud- 
ette  tallied  his  first  of  the  match  less 
than  a  minute  later  before  Poudrier 
scored  his  second  at  4:28,  tying  it  all 
up  at  four.  The  teams  would  battle 
but  stay  clean,  neither  taking  a  pen- 
alty or  a  score  as  they  went  into 
overtime. 

Poudrier  was  the  third-best  scor- 
er in  the  OUA  this  season,  with  42 
points,  and  he  was  the  difference  in 
the  two  matches.  At  the  4:36  mark 
in  the  extra  period,  he  flipped  a 
rebound  past  U  of  T  goalie  Ryan 
Grinnell  for  his  third  of  the  match, 
sending  Les  Patriotes  home  with  a 
one-game  lead. 

Grinnell  made  36  saves  in  the  loss, 
while  his  counterpart  Danny  Dal- 
laire  had  34  in  the  win. 

Let's  get  physical 

In  the  second  game  Saturday,  the 
Blues  had  as  physical  a  first  period 
as  any  they  had  seen  all  year.  The 
referee  called  fifteen  penalties, 
nearly  doubling  the  nine  handed 
out  in  game  one.  Back  on  home  ice, 
UQTR  got  off  to  a  quick  start,  as 
winger  Samuel  Beland  scored  27 
seconds  after  the  puck-drop,  bring- 
ing the  crowd  of  700  to  its  feet.  The 
Blues  would  claw  back  thanks  to 
their  power  play,  with  right-winger 


Anthony  Pallotta  tying  it  at  11:39, 
and  centre  Mark  Heatley  following 
up  with  another  advantage  goal  at 
16:03.  The  lead  would  be  short  lived, 
as  Poudrier  notched  a  short-handed 
score  30  seconds  later  to  keep  it  at 
two  all  heading  into  the  second  pe- 
riod. 

Les  Patriotes'  second  leading 
scorer  Jonathan  Boutin,  sixth  in  the 
OUA  with  41  points,  would  make  his 
appearance  on  the  scoresheet  felt 
as  he  notched  power  play  goals  at 
1:00  and  at  6:17  to  put  UQTR  ahead 
by  two. 

The  Blues  refused  to  fold,  and  be- 
hind power  play  goals  by  Rand  at 
14:10  and  Barg  four  minutes  later, 
they  had  once  again  drawn  even  at 
four-all. 

Battle  to  the  finish 

What  followed  was  impeccable 
defensive  hockey,  as  the  third  pe- 
riod came  and  went  with  neither 
side  giving  an  inch.  The  fourth  pe- 
riod was  all  UQTR,  however,  as  they 
flew  past  U  of  T,  not  allowing  a  single 
shot  by  the  Blues  while  tallying  12  of 
their  own. 

It  was  perhaps  Grinnell's  finest 
period  of  the  year,  as  the  U  of  T  goal- 
tender  held  down  the  fort,  blocking 
every  shot  that  came  his  way  and 
squashing  two  power  play  opportu- 
nities for  Les  Patriotes.  Because  of 
his  play,  the  game  was  forced  into  a 
second  overtime. 


Defenceman  Chad  Elliot  keeps  a  watchful  eye  on  the  puck,  but  it  wasn't  enough  to  keep 
UQTR  from  defeating  U  of  T  In  the  OUA  semi-finals. 


Five  minutes  into  the  fifth  period, 
Grinnell  would  be  challenged  again. 
Defenceman  Andre  Robichaud 
would  be  called  for  interference,  and 
UQTR  would  have  a  penalty  shot. 

Grinnell  kept  his  head  up  and  his 
eyes  on  the  puck,  filling  the  net  with 
every  inch  of  his  six-foot-two,  190- 
pound  frame.  The  penalty  came  and 


went  as  Grinnell  blocked  the  pivot- 
al shot,  one  of  his  46  saves  on  the 
night,  to  keep  the  Blues  alive. 

In  the  end,  Poudrier  would  prove 
to  be  too  much  for  U  of  T.  The  star 
centre  scored  his  seventh  point 
of  the  two-game  series,  a  goal  at 
17:21  in  the  fifth  period,  sending  the 
exhausted  but  courageous  Blues 
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NHL  trade 
deadline  madness 

Azim  Ahmed  recaps  one  of  the  most  hectic  days  in  the  NHL 


Detroit's  new  defenceman  Todd  Bertuzzi  might  be  the  best  move  on  deadline  day. 


The  National  Hockey  League  has 
recently  taken  a  lot  flak  for  falling 
woefully  behind  the  other  major 
sports  leagues  in  North  America, 
especially  south  of  the  border.  But 
there's  no  question  that,  when  it 
comes  to  the  annual  brouhaha 
that  is  the  trade  deadline,  the  NHL 
is  far  ahead  of  the  NFL,  NBA  and 
MLB  in  terms  of  sheer  excitement 
and  endless  discussions. 

Canada  had  three  national  sports 
networks  dedicating  6-8  hours  to 
the  league's  trades  and  transac- 
tions on  the  Feb.  27  deadline  day. 
So  which  teams  came  out  on  top, 
and  which  fell  short? 

The  Edmonton  Oilers  made  the 
biggest  splash  when  they  dealt 
Ryan  "Captain  Canada"  Smyth, 
the  heart  and  soul  of  Oil  Nation, 
just  20  minutes  before  the  3:00pm 
EST  deadline.  When  talks  to  sign 
a  contract  broke  down  for  the 
free-agent-to-be.  Oiler's  general 
manger  Kevin  Lowe  was  forced 
to  deal  away  his  franchise  player 
to  the  NY  Islanders  for  some  first- 
round  draft  picks  and  prospects. 
Between  losing  the  Stanley  Cup 


finals  to  Carolina  in  seven  games 
to  having  to  trade  away  first  Chris 
Pronger  and  now  Smyth,  Lowe  has 
had  a  tough  year. 

Smyth  and  the  Oilers  were  re- 
portedly only  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  apart  in  the  contract 
extension,  begging  the  question  of 
where  in  life  professional  athletes 
lose  their  sense  of  how  much  is 
enough.  Of  course,  other  factors 
such  as  "principle"  and  "market 
value"  come  in  to  play,  but  af- 
ter seeing  Smyth's  tear-jerking 
speech,  you  have  to  wonder — if  he 
wanted  to  stay  in  Alberta  so  badly, 
why  could  he  not  just  have  accept- 
ed slightly  lower  pay?  Is  there  such 
a  big  difference  between  $5.4  mil- 
lion and  $5.5  million?  Regardless, 
by  dealing  Smyth,  the  Oilers  offi- 
cially put  up  the  white  flag  on  their 
season  while  the  Islanders  made 
a  statement  that  they're  going  to 
make  a  deep  playoff  run  this  sea- 
son, even  if  Smyth  is  only  a  three- 
month  rental  before  he  moves  on 
to  sign  elsewhere  in  the  summer. 

That  was  far  from  being  the  only 
major  deal  over  an  afternoon  that 


tied  the  record  for  most  trades  on 
deadline  day  (25).  Grizzled  veter- 
ans such  as  Keith  Tkachuk,  Bill 
Guerin,  and  Gary  Roberts  moved 
to  Atlanta,  San  Jose  and  Pitts- 
burgh, respectively. 

The  real  winner  this  spring,  how- 
ever, may  be  a  familiar  Original  Six 
team  that  took  a  relatively  lost-cost 
gamble  in  attaining  the  downtrod- 
den yet  dangerous  Todd  Bertuzzi. 
Unfortunately  for  Toronto  fans, 
we're  not  talking  about  the  Leafs, 
but  rather,  their  old  rival  down  the 
401  in  Detroit.  Bertuzzi  gives  the 
always-solid  Red  Wings  one  of  the 
few  ingredients  missing  from  their 
roster  this  season  following  the 
departure  of  Brendan  Shannahan 
and  the  incomparable  Steve  Yzer- 
man:  size  and  toughness. 

While  finesse  players  such  as 
Datsyuk  and  Zetterberg  are  fine 
perimeter  players,  playoff  hockey 
is  usually  won  in  the  trenches  and 
in  front  of  the  net,  and  the  250- 
pound  Bertuzzi  gives  them  that 
capability.  The  Ottawa  Senators 

SEE  TRADE' -NEXT PAGE 
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Four  sleepers  for  fantasy  baseball 


David  Isman 


While"  snow  keeps  the  Major  League  Baseball 
season  buried  for  another  month,  fantasy 
baseball  leagues  are  already  sprouting  up. 
For  those  of  you  who  have  yet  to  draft  your 
teams,  here  are  four  players  to  target  who  can 
be  grabbed  after  pick-40. 


will  be  the  second-best  player  at  the  position 
behind  Philadelphia's  Chase  Utley,  who  will  be 
drafted  among  the  first  12  picks  of  your  draft. 
Figgins,  on  the  other  hand,  can  be  snatched  up 
in  the  45-55  range. 


Gary  Sheffield 


Chone  Figgins 


This  speedster  for  the  Los  Angeles  Angels  is 
coming  off  a  disappointing  2006  season,  in 
which  for  the  first  time  in  three  years,  he  failed 
to  hit  over  .290.  He  still  managed  to  steal  50 
bags,  and  if  Figgins  can  creep  his  on-base  per- 
centage back  over  .350,  there's  a  good  chance 
he  will  steal  over  60,  along  with  amassing  a 
healthy  dose  of  triple-digit  runs.  While  you 
can  spot  him  in  the  outfield  and  at  third  base, 
those  stock-heavy  positions  are  not  where  you 
want  Figgins.  Still  eligible  at  second  base,  he 


The  man  with  the  menacing  batting  stance 
had  a  shoulder  injury  that  limited  him  to  39 
games  last  year.  This  will  cause  some  to  shy 
away;  don't  be  one  of  them.  Few  remember  the 
nine  games  he  played  in  Yankee  pinstripes  at 
the  tail  end  of  the  season,  when  he  notched 
a  quarter  of  his  extra-base  hits  in  a  four-day 
span.  With  a  new  home  in  Detroit,  Sheffield 
will  be  eager  to  prove  he  still  has  it.  In  six  of 
his  last  eight  seasons  he  has  hit  34  dingers 
or  more,  all  while  never  having  accumulated 
more  than  83  strikeouts.  As  the  offensive  focus 
of  the  defending  American  League  champions, 
look  for  Sheffield  to  hit  over  30  home  runs  and 


amass  110  runs  batted  in,  while  keeping  the  K 
total  under  80.  All  this  and  more  for  the  low, 
low  price  of  a  late  seventh-round  pick  (65-75). 

Matt  Cain 

When  former  San  Francisco  star  Jason  Schmidt 
left  for  the  Dodgers,  the  Giants  went  across 
the  bay  for  a  new  number-one  pitcher  in  Barry 
Zito.  But  their  real  ace  was  by  the  Golden  Gate 
all  along.  At  first  glance.  Matt  Cain's  numbers 
are  less  than  appealing:  13  wins,  12  losses 
and  a  4.12  earned  run  average.  However,  the 
former  first-round  pick  is  only  22  and  has  the 
potential  to  erupt  this  year.  He  has  limited  hit- 
ters to  a  sub-.210  batting  average  against,  and 
boasts  a  1.21  WHIP  (walks  plus  hits  per  inning 
pitched).  While  he  won't  get  much  help  from 
a  depressing,  aging  offence  in  San  Francisco, 
he's  still  a  good  bet  for  15  wins,  while  sport- 
ing an  ERA  around  3.50  and  over  180  strike- 
outs. Those  are  numbers  you  can  expect  from 


Chone  Figgins,  Gary  Sheffield,  Matt  Cam,  Anibal  San- 
chez (left  to  right).  Figgins  and  Sheffield  are  popular 
names,  but  are  underappreciated  come  draft  time. 
Cam  and  Sanchez  are  two  young  pitchers  that  can 
sure  up  your  rotation  at  the  back-end  of  your  draft. 

second-tier  stars  Felix  Hernandez  or  C.C.  Sa- 
bathia.  Cain  can  be  had  20  picks  later,  around 
95-105. 

Anibal  Sanchez 

While  he  might  be  the  iffiest  prospect  on  this 
list,  Anibal  Sanchez  could  garner  the  most  up- 
side of  any  pick  in  your  draft.  The  22-year-old 
pitcher  from  Venezuela  made  headlines  with 
a  no-hitter  in  the  last  month  of  the  2006  regu- 
lar season,  but  he's  more  than  just  a  flash  in 
the  pan.  Finishing  with  a  10-3  record  and  a 
2.83  ERA  in  only  114  innings,  one  should  ex- 
pect closer  to  mortal  numbers  as  hitters  get 
accustomed  to  his  funky  delivery.  Where  his 
value  really  inflates  is  in  leagues  that  reward 
complete  games.  With  no  established  closer, 
Florida  tends  to  let  their  young  guns  learn  on 
the  mound.  Expect  Sanchez  to  grab  at  least 
three  complete  games  and  try  to  snag  him 
post-pick-160. 


TRADE'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

may  have  missed  the  boat  by  not 
acquiring  that  same  kind  of  grit- 
ty player.  Gary  Roberts  or  Ryan 
Smyth  would  have  been  an  ideal 
rough-and-tumble  type  to  comple- 
ment Heatley,  Spezza  and  Alfreds- 
son.  Instead,  the  Sens  opted  for 
the  talented  but  painfully  soft  Oleg 
Saprykin. 

As  for  the  Leafs,  GM  John  Fer- 
guson Jr.  decided  not  to  follow 
the  organization's  failed  mantra 
of  trading  young  prospects  and 
draft  picks  for  veterans  past  their 
prime — sort  of.  The  Blue  and  White 
picked  up  solid  two-way  centre 
Yanic  Perreault  at  a  reasonably 
cheap  price  (Brendan  Bell).  Not 
sure  what  the  thinking  behind  this 
one  was,  as  Perreault  may  help  the 
Leafs  make  the  push  for  the  play- 
offs this  season,  but  won't  trans- 
form a  bubble  team  into  a  serious 
contender,  and  may  not  figure  into 
the  team's  long-term  plans. 

In  all,  it  was  a  typically  busy  and 
entertaining  trade  deadline.  While 
the  deals  and  the  potential  they 
bring  can  generate  as  much  excite- 
ment as  the  games  themselves,  the 
true  winners  and  losers  won't  be 
clear  until  mid-June,  when  one  of 
the  30  teams  hoists  Lord  Stanley's 
mug. 


While  Ryan  Smyth  weeps  for  Alberta,  one 
Islander  fan  shows  his  support. 


PHILOSOPHY 


%   All  Philosophy, 
rr  Classics 
O     &  Religion  titles* 

March  1-9.  2007. 
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Unluersity  of  Toronto  Bookstore 

214  College  St.  Toronto 
Mon-Fri  8:45-6  Sat  10-5  /  Closed  Sun 
(416)  640-790  0 

wufw.uoftbookstore.com 

'•  Di'tcount  applies  to  ix:^l;ulv  paced  and  in-stock  mercliani.lLsc  only.  Exceptions  include;  textbooks,  web  orders,  and  special  orders. 
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HealthForceOntario 

HealthForceOntario.ca 


With  HealthForceOntario.ca,  ifs  never  been  easier 


for  nurses  to  find  the  right  job  in  Ontario. 


Healthr'orceOntario.ca  is  designed  to  help  you  get  the 


most  out  of  your  career.  Here  you'll  find  job  listings, 


opportunities  for  continuing  education,  information  on 


the  evolving  roles  for  uxlay's  nurst-s  -  cx  erylhing  you 
need  to  continue  being  a  key  member  of  the  team 


slrengthenmg  health  care  in  Ontario 


^'o  Sicf  but  more,  visit  HealthForceOntario.ca  or  cairi-SOO  596  4046 
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Teaching  old  bots 
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Sour  grapes  at  U  of  T  Press 


Warehouse  workers 
strike  for  better  pay 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


Twenty-two  part-time  warehouse 
workers  at  U  of  T  Press  have  been  on 
strike  since  last  Friday. 

Their  union,  a  part  of  CUPE  3261,  is 
asking  for  benefits  and  a  raise  of  three 
per  cent  a  year  for  two  years.  These  de- 
mands are  unlikely  to  be  met,  accord- 
ing U  of  T  Press's  VP  of  administration 
Kathryn  Bennett. 

"They  want  a  larger  increase  than  we 
can  offer  them,"  she  said. 

U  of  T  Press  offered  yearly  increases 
of  two  percent  for  the  first  two  years 
and  2.7  per  cent  in  the  third,  which 
would  lift  warehouse  workers'  wages 
to  $10  an  hour  in  the  contract's  third 
year,  beginning  November  2008. 

U  of  T  Press,  which  operates  inde- 
pendently of  the  university,  is  a  non- 
profit publisher  of  scholarly  books  and 
journals  that  are  distributed  to  buyers 
and  bookstores  in  Canada,  the  U.S., 
cind  elsewhere. 

The  ten  full-time  warehouse  employ- 
ees at  U  of  TPress  make  $16.57  an  hour, 
according  to  Mary  Catherine  McCar- 
thy national  rep  for  CUPE  3261. 

"The  reason  1  work  here  is  because 
we  have  no  baby-sitting,"  said  full-time 
employee  Charles  Murphy.  But  his  fam- 
ily struggles  to  make  ends  meet.  "Eight 
hundred  bucks  a  month  in  Toronto? 
Your  rent  alone  is  $900." 

Bennett  replied  that  many  employ- 
ees already  work  a  full-time  job,  and 
work  at  the  press  to  supplement  their 
income.  No  talks  are  scheduled  be- 
tween the  two  sides. 

"It's  early  days  and  1  hope  it  won't  be 
an  unpleasant  experience  for  both  of 
us,"  she  said. 

McCarthy  said  that  in  time,  the  re- 
maining warehouse  workers  might  find 
it  tougher  to  cope  with  their  workload. 

"The  work  is  piling  up,"  she  claimed 
to  have  been  told  by  a  source  inside. 

The  last  major  labour  disruption  at  U 
of  T  took  place  in  2000,  when  employ- 
ees at  the  U  of  T  Bookstore  (another 
subunit  of  CUPE  3261)  went  on  strike 
for  13  weeks. 


Marcus  Fleming  pickets  the  U  of  T  Press 
warehouse  at  5201  Dufferin  St. 


Fourth-year  students  Marc  Trepanier  and  Jacqueline  Leung  part  with  some  (or  all)  of  their  locks  at  U  of  T's  Cuts  for  Cancer  on  Tuesday  at  Sid  Smith. 


Cuts  for  Cancer  made  its  way  to  U 
of  T  this  past  Monday  and  Tues- 
day. The  annual  event,  in  its  fourth 
year,  allows  long-haired  U  of  T  stu- 
dents— or  just  those  with  hair  to 
spare — to  shave  their  heads  for  a 
fee. 

"I  just  came  into  Sid  Smith  and 
saw  that  this  was  going  on.  So  I 
decided  to  do  it,"  said  Susan  La- 
pensee,  a  first-year  student.  She 
donated  10  inches  of  hair. 

For  Nina  Manasan,  getting  her 
hair  cut  was  not  quite  so  easy.  She 
tried  to  drop  in  on  Monday  but, 
due  to  lack  of  space,  had  to  return 
on  Tuesday.  She  didn't  mind  the 


wait. 

"Cancer  is  not  an  unfamiliar  thing 
to  me  because  a  couple  of  people 
in  my  family  had  cancer.  My  gen- 
eral way  of  thinking  is,  'Why  not?' 
1  figure,  if  I  can  shave  my  head  and 
make  someone  else  feel  better, 
why  not?" 

Manasan  was  not  particularly 
attached  to  her  hair  but  admitted 
she  was  shocked  to  see  all  eight 
inches  of  it  go  at  once. 

The  collected  hair  is  donated 
to  Angel  Hair  for  Kids  and  Locks 
of  Love,  non-profit  organizations 
that  make  wigs  for  children  in 
need.  Student  stylists  from  Marca 


College  of  Hair  &  Design  did  the 
cutting  at  various  locations  across 
the  U  of  T  campus. 

According  to  Sara  Victor,  the 
event's  coordinator,  turnout  this 
year  was  excellent:  115  people 
signed  up  online  and  about  half  as 
many  signed  up  in  person.  A  total 
of  172  donations  were  collected 
and  $13,000  raised  on  Monday 
alone. 

Last  year.  Cuts  for  Cancer  raised 
over  $24,000.  Since  then,  turnout 
has  only  increased. 

Victor  saw  some  participants 
undergo  drastic  changes. 
"One  woman  had  20-inch  long 


hair  and  just  shaved  it  all  off,"  she 
exclaimed.  "That  was  incredible." 

A  few  students  who  tried  to  drop 
in  without  having  signed  up  were 
turned  away  for  not  understand- 
ing that  the  event  was  for  char- 
ity— not  free  haircuts. 

"I'm  going  to  be  a  new  man  with 
this  haircut,"  said  Marc  Trepanier 
(above),  a  freshly  shorn  fourth- 
year  student,  channeling  Britney 
Spears.  But  few  were  brave  enough 
to  go  from  hippie  to  cueball. 

"My  parents  would  freak  out,"  re- 
marked Jacqueline  Leung,  a  fourth- 
year  student. 
—JOSEPHINE  LEE 


'Iran  is  next':  Chossudovsky 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


Keffiyeh-wearers  were  out  in  force 
at  a  talk  by  anti-war  academic  Mi- 
chel Chossudovsky  on  Tuesday.  The 
talk  centered  on  America's  purport- 
ed plan  to  attack  Iran,  a  move  that 
would  open  another  front  in  what 
he  termed  "the  Middle  East  war." 
"The  anti-war  movement  tends  to 


view  this  region  in  terms  of  several 
war  theatres."  In  reality,  Chossu- 
dovsky claimed,  "It  involves  sequen- 
tial military  operations  planned  in 
advance." 

America  and  its  ally,  Britain,  have 
their  eyes  set  on  the  region's  oil, 
and  the  aim  of  Western  corpora- 
tions, he  said,  is  the  "confiscation 
through  privatization  of  the  oil 
wealth  of  Muslim  countries,"  and 


the  transformation  of  these  coun- 
tries into  territories. 

Chossudovsky,  an  economics  pro- 
fessor at  the  University  of  Ottawa,  is 
a  leading  anti-war  voice  in  Canada 
and  one  of  the  brains  behind  Glob- 
alResearch.ca,  an  anti-globalization 
think-tank. 

He  bragged  about  being  the  first 
to  challenge  the  accepted  view  that 
Osama  bin  Laden  was  behind  the 


9/11  attacks,  which  he  did  in  an  ar- 
ticle published  on  Sept.  12,  2001. 

"Al  Qaeda  and  bin  Laden  are  con- 
structs of  U.S.  intelligence,"  he  said 
Tuesday. 

Chossudovsky  also  showed  a  re- 
drawn map  of  the  region  meant  to 
present  the  West's  plans  for  Middle 
East  transformation  (see  picture). 

SEE  CHOSSUDOVSKY' -PG  3 
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// FREEDOM  &  DEMOCRACY  WEEK 


Canada  in  terror's  crosshairs, 
ex-spy  chief  warns 


According  to  doomsayer  David  Har- 
ris, the  former  chief  of  strategic  plan- 
ning for  CSIS,  Canada  faces  a  dire 
threat  to  its  existence  from  radical 
Islam.  Canadians  are  ignoring  the 
severity  of  the  threat  from  both  do- 
mestic terrorists  and  hostile  states, 
he  warned  on  Monday  in  a  speech 
titled  "Radicalism  Hits  Home." 

Harris  emphasized  a  close  link  be- 
tween the  security  of  Israel  and  that 
of  the  West.  The  threat  to  Canada, 
he  said,  is  the  same  as  the  one  faced 
by  Israel  from  Iran. 

Harris  claimed  that  up  to  fifty  ter- 
rorist groups  were  active  in  Canada, 
a  problem  he  attributed  to  immigra- 
tion policies. 


"We  bring  in  so  many  people  that 
we  can  not  reliably  assess  who  they 
are,"  he  blustered. 

The  problem  is  compounded,  he 
said,  by  prominent  Muslim  and  Arab 
lobby  groups  that  he  linked  to  ex- 
tremism. Among  those  he  fingered 
were  the  Canadian  Arab  Federation 
and  the  Canadian  Islamic  Congress. 

Asked  about  the  incongruity  be- 
tween the  gravity  of  threat  he  dis- 
cussed and  the  absence  of  terrorism 
in  Canada,  Harris  was  evasive. 

"It  all  depends  how  you  define 
attacks,"  he  said,  adding  that  "the 
more  effective  security  agencies 
are,  the  less  of  a  threat  it  seems." 
-ADEEL AHMAD 


Neo-con  high  on  Zion 


Amy  Smithers 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Despite  a  bad  cold  and  a  harrow- 
ing venture  through  Canadian  cus- 
toms, editor  and  columnist  Jonah 
Goldberg  joked  his  way  through 
some  serious  issues  on  Tuesday 
night.  His  lecture,  entitled  "Why 
the  'War  on  Terror'  is  the  Wrong 
War,"  was  presented  by  Zionists 
at  U  of  T  as  part  of  their  first-ever 
Freedom  and  Democracy  week  on 
campus. 

"People  need  to  be  worried 
about  real  threats  to  democracy 
in  Canada,"  said  Zionists  at  U  of  T 
co-president  Arielle  Rabinovitch. 


Attention  All  Full-time  Undergraduate  Students 
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SPRING  2007 
ELECTIONS 


The  University  of  Toronto  Students'  Union  (UTSU)  will 
be  holding  spring  2007  elections  for  the  Executive 
Committee  and  Board  of  Directors 

Elections  Debate 

Monday  March  5  CCIT 1 080, 1 1 :00-1 :00  am 

Tuesday  March  6  Bahen  Centre  Rm  1230,  4:00-6:00pm 

Voting  Period 

Wednesday  March  7  to  Friday  March  9 
9:00  am  -  7:00  pm 

Voting  Locations 

Bahen  Centre  lobby 

Wymllwood  (Victoria) 

New  Woodsworth  building  lobby 

Sidney  Smith  lobby 

Gerstein  Library 

North  Building  Food  Court  (UTM) 
South  Building  (UTM) 

Election  Results 
Monday  March  12,  2007 


For  more  information,  visit  our  students'  union  website  at  www.uoftsac.ca 
or  contact  the  Cliief  Returning  Officer  at  cro@sac.utoronto,ca  or  teleplione 
416-978-4911  x231. 


After  plugging  his  recent  cover 
in  National  Review,  a  prominent 
conservative  opinion  journal 
that  featured  the  mild-mannered 
headline  "Bomb  Canada,"  Gold- 
berg echoed  the  long-term  fears 
of  Rabinovitch  and  Zionists  at  U 
of  T. 

"Voting  itself  is  not  democracy," 
he  said. 

Goldberg  denounced  many 
myths  associated  with  neo-con- 
servatism,  and  addressed  the  is- 
sues in  Iraq  as  part  of  an  ongoing 
overuse  of  cliches  and  moral  rela- 
tivism. 

"We're  not  in  a  war  on  a  tactic," 
he  said,  referring  to  his  title  point. 
"We're  in  a  war  against  a  specific 
ideology,  a  specific  group.  But  we 
have  been  trained  to  think  that 
[that  kind  of  war]  is  bad." 

Goldberg  suggests  that  the  fo- 
cus on  weapons  of  mass  destruc- 
tion when  going  into  the  war  was 
the  one  element  that  all  sides 
could  agree  on  and  unite  over. 

"But  when  do  we  ever  boil  an 
important  decision  down  to  one 
factor?,"  he  asks.  "We  don't  think, 
'1  want  to  buy  a  red  car,'  or  'Ooh, 
I'd  like  a  house  with  windows.'" 

Zionists  at  U  of  T  wants  to  elimi- 


Conservative  pundit 
Jonah  Goldberg 


nate  similar 
oversimplifi- 
cations in  the 
popular  opin- 
ions about 
Israel.  "We 
just  want  to 
express  the 
truth  as  it  is," 
said  co-presi- 
dent Patrick 
Adler. 

That  was  one  of  the  things 
that  prompted  the  recent  name 
change  for  the  group,  which  was 
formerly  known  as  Betar-Tagar. 
Rabinovitch  and  Adler  said  that 
the  previous  name  was  not  inclu- 
sive enough  to  cover  the  many 
members  from  different  faiths  and 
backgrounds. 

Goldberg  once  again  echoed  the 
opinions  of  the  Zionists  co-presi- 
dents when  offering  his  final  ad- 
vice on  the  problem. 

"There  is  a  cottage  industry 
starting  that  said  the  problem  is 
just  Islam  [in  general],  but  Islam 
used  to  be  very  diverse,  and  it  is 
being  purged  [by  a  few  extremist 
groups.]  If  we're  going  to  have  a 
hope  we  need  to  let  the  diversity 
flourish." 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  ' 
FACULTY  OF  ARTS  &  SCIENCE 


THE  REACTION  SHOT 

An  Evening  of  Film  and  Cometsation  with  Atom  Egoyan, 
Filmmaker  and  Dean's  Distinguished  Visitor  in  Theatre,  Film, 
Music  arid  Visual  Studies  in  tlie  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 


Thursday,  March  29,  2007 
7:30  p.m. 

Isabel  Bader  Theatre 
93  Charles  Street  West 


Tickets  available  at: 

1  lofTtix  Box  Office 
(416)  978-8849 
uofttix.ca 


Free  admission 

Tickets  cmiilable  Tlwsikiy,  March  8 

l  lsit  Mvw.ailsci.iitofvnlo.ca  or  call 
4 1 6-946-7950  for  more  information. 


OX  OFFICE 

r 


uofttix.ca 

978-8849 


A  preaeniation  of  the  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  and  the  Office  of 
the  Vice-President  and  Provost  at  the  University  of  Toronto. 


THE  POWER  OF  THE  SUN 

A  film,  lecture  and  discussion  with 

Dr.  Walter  Kohn 

1998  Nobel  Laureate  in  ChemistT>' 
Professor  of  Physics,  Emeritus  and  Research  Professor 
University  of  California,  Santa  Barbara 

A  scientific  morality  tale,  The  Power  of  the  Sur)  explores  the  search  for 
econonnical,  clean  and  safe  energy  sources  to  replace  diminishing 
cheap  fossil  fuels,  while  global  demands  continue  to  grow  rapidly. 

Tuesday,  March  1 3, 2007  •  3:00  p.m. 

J.J.R.  MacLeod  Auditorium,  Medical  Sciences  Building 

I  King's  College  Circle 

Free  Admission  •  General  Seating 

Contact  receptn@chem.utoronto.ca  for  more  information. 


Presented  by  the  Department  of  Chemistry,  the  Department  of 
Physics,  the  Centre  for  Environment,  and  the  Centre  for 
International  Health  at  the  University  of  Toronto. 
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//  MASTER  PLAN  FOR  MIDDLE  EAST  DOMINATION? 


(tt  1   0  C  THAT'S  ALL  THE  VARSITY  IS  ASKING 
f  i  .Z  J  FROM  FULL-TIME  STUDENTS. 

VOTE  'YES'  TO  GIVING  YOUR  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SOME  BADLY-NEEDED  FUNDING! 


•  THE  VARSITY  currently  has  one  of  the  lowest  student  levies  of  any  cannpus  publication  in  Canada,  altfiough  we  have 
the  highest  circulation.  Founded  in  1880,  v»e  re  this  country's  oldest  student  newspaper 

•  With  a  levy  of  $1.25  per  full-tirre  student,  we  receive  one-tenth  as  much  money  from  students  as  other  student-run 
publications  in  the  country  that  have  only  half  as  many  readers  as  we  do,  but  that  get  $4-$I0  per  student 

•  The  amount  we  receive  has  not  changed  in  over  25  years,  nor  has  it  increased  to  reflect  ttie  rate  of  inflation 

•  Because  this  levy  is  our  only  dependable  source  of  revenue,  THE  VARSITY  has  shrunk  to  half  the  size  it  was  only  a 
decade  ago 

•  We've  had  to  cut  some  of  our  services  to  the  university  community,  such  as  our  free  events  listings  for  campus 
groups 

•  This  year,  we  cut  our  budget  by  $17,000— but  vie're  still  short  on  funds 

•  Without  a  higher  student  levy,  THE  VARSITY  will  face  a  serious  funding  shortage 


THE  VARSITY'S  LEVY:  $1.25  (Unchanged  since  the  70s) 

V^HATWE'RE  ASKING:  An  additional  $1.25  (In  honour  of  our  125'^  anniversary) 

THE  TOTAL:  $2.50  (tied  to  the  rate  of  inflation) 

We  want  to  keep  providing  the  outstanding  news,  commentary,  and  review 
that  U  of  T  students  have  come  to  expect.  So  much  so,  that  IF  STUDENTS  VOTE 
'YES;  WE  WILL  PUBLISH  ^LISTINGS  FOR  ALL  U  OF  T  CAMPUS  GROUPS  AND  CLUBS! 

VOTE  'YES'  TO  A  LEVY  INCREASE  -  VOTE  'YES'  TO  THE  VARSITY! 

Cast  your  vote:  MARCH  21-22 


Anti-war  academic  Michel  Chossudovsky  presents  a  map  that  he  said  shows  the  West's  plans  for  carving  up  the  Middle  East 


'CHOSSUDOVSKY'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG 1 

States  such  as  Iraq  and  Saudi  Arabia 
would  be  dismembered.  Iraq  would 
be  splintered  into  Kurdistan,  Sunni 
Iraq,  and  an  Arab  Shia  State.  Parts 
of  Saudi  Arabia  would  be  gobbled 
up  by  Jordan.  Pakistan  and  Leba- 
non would  also  change  shape,  and  a 
clutch  of  new  statelets,  such  as  Free 
Baluchistan  and  the  Islamic  Sacred 


State  would  also  appear. 

The  hottest  speculation  was  that 
America  is  contemplating  a  "Shock 
and  Awe  Blitzkrieg,"  as  Chossu- 
dovsky put  it,  a  bombing  campaign 
code-named  TIRANNT  (Target  Iran 
Near  Term)  that  the  Pentagon  is 
said  to  be  planning,  which  could  un- 
fold sometime  between  now  and  the 
end  of  April. 


Even  worse,  "The  U.S.  is  now  con- 
templating developing  tactical  nu- 
clear weapons  for  use  in  the  Middle 
East,"  Chokussovsky  warned.  These 
would  be  designed  to  explode  un- 
derground. 

"We  are  at  the  crossroads  of  the 
most  serious  crisis  in  history,"  Chos- 
sudovsky proclaimed.  "It  threatens 
the  future  of  humanity." 


ASTHMA  RESEARCH  STUDY 

Primary  Care  Lung  Clinic  is  currently  seeking  asthma 
patients,  age  12  and  older,  to  take  part  in  a  clinical  trial. 

Qualified  participants  will  receive  study-related 
investigational  medication  and  exams  at  no  cost  and 
compensation  for  time  and  travel. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  asthma  research, 
please  call 

Primary  Care  Lung  Clinic 
Phone  Number  (416)  652-9336 


//NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Manitoba  unis  ponder 
gender-neutral  washrooms 


The  University  of  Manitoba  and  the  Univer- 
sity of  Winnipeg  are  struggling  with  ways  to 
accommodate  transgendered  students  who 
don't  feel  comfortable  using  washrooms  des- 
ignated exclusively  for  men  or  women.  Trans- 
gendered  people,  who  don't  identify  with 
their  birth  gender,  often  face  harassment 
when  using  male-  or  female-only  facilities. 

On  the  one  hand,  U  of  W  will  soon  present 
a  proposal  to  the  administration  to  create 
single-stall  washrooms  for  use  by  transgen- 
dered students. 

On  the  other  hand,  U  of  M  proposes  creat- 
ing unisex  washrooms  equipped  with  more 
private  stalls  for  use  by  all  students,  and 
changing  the  "men's"  and  "women's"  wash- 
rooms into  "male-identified"  and  "female- 
identified"  facilities. 


Victoria  schools  to  be 
powered  by  crap 


The  municipal  government  of  Victoria,  B.C. 
is  considering  building  a  sewage  treatment 
plant  onsite  at  the  University  of  Victoria.  The 
plant  would  convert  human  waste  into  ener- 
gy to  provide  light  and  heat  for  the  university 
and  the  nearby  Camosun  College. 

Currently,  Victoria  dumps  130  million  litres 
of  raw  sewage  into  the  Strait  of  Juan  de  Fuca 
each  day.  While  some  critics  argue  that  a 
waste-reduction  program  is  badly  needed  in 
the  city,  Kyle  Artelle  of  Camosun  Students  for 
Environmental  Awareness  thinks  the  power 
generated  by  the  plant  would  be  making  the 
best  of  a  bad  situation. 
"We'd  still  be  up  shit  creek,"  he  said,  "but  at 
least  we'd  have  a  paddle." 


lEANS 


How  to  lose  sales  and  alienate  people 

CFS  sees  red  over  T-shirt 

The  Canadian  Federation  of  Students,  which 
has  been  running  a  campaign  against  sexual 
assault  for  the  past  10  years  under  the  slo- 
gan "No  Means  No,"  has  convinced  clothing 
retailer  Bluenotes  to  stop  selling  T-shirts  that 
the  Federation  called  offensive  and  danger- 
ous. CFS  VP  Brent  Farrington  said  that  the  T- 
shirts,  which  read  "NO  MEANS  have  aNOther 
drink,"  encouraged  the  kind  of  attitude  that 
leads  to  sexual  assault  and  infringed  on  the 
copyrighted  design  of  the  original  slogan. 
Bluenotes  has  offered  to  sell  CFS  anti-assault 
shirts  in  its  stores  and  give  a  portion  of  the 
proceeds  to  women's  charities. 
-BEN  SPURR 


lARBOR 


Governing  Council 
Eiection  2007 

g   Full-Time  Undergraduate  Students 


&  Graduate  Students 


Vote  on  the  World  Wide  Web 


www.rosi.utoronto.ca 


March  5  —  March  9 


Why?    •    Have  your  say  in  the  University's  future 

When?    •    Monday,  March  5,  beginning  at  6:00  a.m.  to 
Friday,  March  9,  ending  at  5:00  p.m. 

Where?    •  www.rosi.utoronto.ca 

How?    •    Click  Student  Web  Service  Login 
Enter  your  student  ID  and  PIN 
Choose  the  Main  Menu 
Choose  Elections 


4   THURSDAY,  MARCH  8, 2007 


VARSITY  NEWS 


news@thevarsity.ca 


college  pro 


SUMMER 
PAINTERS  JOBS 

COLLEGE  PRO  PAINTERS 

is  presently  looking  for  responsible  /  hard- 
working University  or  College 
students  for: 

Full-Tlnne  Painting  Positions 
May  -  August 
No  experience  required, 
we  will  train  you  to  paint. 

Positions  available  throughout  Ontario. 

If  interested  call  1-888-277-9787 
or  apply  online  at  www.collegepro.com 


Still  marching  for  bread  and  roses 


In  1912,  Lawrence,  Massachussetts  became  a  labour  relations  flashpoint  when  mill 
owners  cut  workers'  pay  after  a  state  law  shortened  the  work  week  from  56  to  54  hour 
a  week.  Most  of  Lawrence's  30,000  textile  workers  walked  off  the  job  for  nine  weeks  in 
the  harsh  winter,  prevailing  despite  police  intimidation. 


now 


is  a  good  thing 


the  SPC  Card  gets  you  exclusive  discounts  at  hundreds  of  Canadian  retailers. 


student  tax 
preparati^ 


come  In  today  or  call 

1-800-HRBLOCK 

hrblock.ca 


H&R  BLOCK^ 


^mt^      mm  m  A  mtm  n  m  a  trip  for  two 

to  a  SECRET  DESTINATION  to  see 
^  LIVE  IN  CONCERT 


rockwithblock.ca 


lodf/icual  'esuhs  vary,  "  (/■  'J6  until  07/31/07.  Valid  at  participating  locations  in  Canada  only.  Toi  Cardholder  only.  Offers  may  vary,  restrictions  may  apply.  Usage  may  be  restriaed  when  used  in 

conjunction  with  ar^  oitiei  iriir  rU-:'  .,,=:t,  card  discowits.  Cannot  be  used  towards  the  purchase  of  gift  cards  or  certificates.  'To  qualify,  student  must  present  either  (i)  a  T2202a  documenting  4  or  more  months  of  full-time 
attendance  at  a  college  Of  unwersity  dwmg  2006  or  (it)  a  vaM  high  school  identification  card.  Expires  July  3 1.  2007.  Valid  wily  at  participating  H&ff  Block  locations  in  Canada,  "NO  PURCHASE  MECESSAf<Y  70  ENTER  OR  WIN 
Purchase  of  H&H  Btock  pioducts  of  services  will  not  irwedse  diances  of  winning.  Begnis  2/1/0/  and  ends  b/1  W/.  Open  to  legal  lesidents  of  Canada  (excluding  Quebec  residents)  who  aie  13  or  oldei  and  weie  full-time  students 
lf»  kw!  (» inac.  months  duiir«)  7006  j1  a  tw/h  sfhod,  coHcyi'  oi  univnsily.  Tfitio  will  br  1  laidoiii  di.iw  to  award  (he  pria.  Skill  Icsliiiq  quRllori  requiicd  lot  award  ol  pii/u.  www.rrKkwillililuck.d  lor  Oilitii)!  Ruk'S  jnd  how 
to  play  willioiil  pmitiasp.  Odds  ol  winning  vary  baspd  on  pflrlicipahoii  Void  in  Quebec  and  where  (ndiibited 


Jane  Bao 

VARSITY  STAFF 


"Hearts  starve  as  weU  as  bodies; 
bread  and  roses,  bread  and  roses," 
concludes  the  anthem  of  the  In- 
ternational Women's  Day  March 
and  Rally.  The  song  is  said  to  have 
originated  with  a  1912  textile  work- 
ers' strike  in  Lawrence,  Massachu- 
setts, a  strike  largely  led  by  women 
who  demanded  both  bread  (decent 
working  conditions)  and  roses  (gen- 
der equality). 

Nearly  a  century  later,  their  call 
still  resonates. 

According  to  Chantal  Sundaram, 
one  of  the  organizers  of  this  year's 
march,  "70  percent  of  minimum- 
wage  workers  are  women.  It  really 
highlights  the  struggle  women  face, 
not  being  on  equal  footing  economi- 
cally." 

Connie  Guberman,  of  U  of  T's  Sta- 
tus of  Women  Office,  also  sees  un- 
equal earning  power  as  a  key  issue. 

"Women  cross-culturally  feel  en- 
titled to  equal  pay,  but  there  are  a 
range  of  challenges  because  society 
isn't  equipped  to  bring  down  its  bar- 
riers. The  mandate  of  my  office  is 
to  be  a  catalyst  for  change,  to  make 
sure  that  vast  issues  are  covered 
somewhere  in  the  university,  if  not 
by  us. 

"One  of  the  ways  we  shouldn't 
measure  equality  is  by  numbers. 
Greater  numbers  of  women  enrolled 
doesn't  necessarily  mean  equality 
has  been  achieved.  It's  the  quality 
of  their  experience,  income  after 
university.  Women  are  leading  with 
larger  debt  loads,  they  take  longer 
to  pay  off  debt,  and  have  complica- 
tions in  accessing  education." 

The  Status  of  Women  Office,  which 
promotes  research  and  interdisci- 
plinary work  on  women's  issues, 
will  hold  a  series  of  workshops,  lec- 
tures and  roundtable  discussions 
on  Thursday. 

On  Saturday,  March  10,  the  29th 
IWD  March  and  Rally  will  kick  off  at 
11  a.m.,  at  the  OISE  auditorium,  fol- 
lowed by  a  march  from  OISE  to  Ry- 
erson  at  1  p.m.  and  a  fair  at  Ryerson 
Student  Centre. 

"Women  play  the  main  role,  but 
men  are  welcome  to  march  with  us," 
said  Sundaram,  adding,  "And  some- 
times they  don't  realize  that  they 
are." 


//MORE  IWD  EVENTS 


Killer's  Paradise  ™ 

What:  Premiere  of  award-winning 

documentary  on  violence  against 

women  in  Guatemala 

When:  Thursday,  March  8,  7  p.m. 

Where:  Royal  Cinema,  608  College 

Street 

Delectable  Divas  V: 
Designing  Woman 

What:  Music,  spoken  word,  dance, 
performance  art,  and  delicious 
free  desserts 

When:  Friday,  March  9, 8  p.m. 
Where:  Hart  House  Great  Hall 
Details:  $10;  visit  www.uofttix.ca 

Our  Song  Marches  On: 
Bread  and  Roses 

What:  PEN  writers  in  exile  and  mem- 
bers explore  poetry,  essays  and  fic- 
tion honouring  women's  struggles 
When:  Thursday  March  15,  7  p.m. 
Where :  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore, 
73  Harbord  Street  (at  Spadina) 
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NOTICE  of  REFERENDUM 


The  University  of, Toronf^ Students'  Union  (UTSU) 
is  liolding  a  referendum  on  tlie  following: 

The  World  University  Service  of  Canada  (WUSC)  Is  a  network  of  Individuals  and  postsecondary 
Institutions  who  believe  that  all  peoples  are  entitled  to  tne  knowledge  and  skills  necessary  to  contribute 
to  a  more  equitable  world.  The  WUSC  Student  Refugee  Program  suppKjrts  ttie  participation  of  student 
refugees  who  are  denied  the  right  to  attend  post  secondary  education  in  their  place  of  refuge,  as  a  result 
of  domestic  laws  and  restrictions  and/or  poor  economic  conditions.  Since  1 978,  WUSC's  Student 
Refuge©  Program  (SRP)  has  enabled  over  850  student  refugees  from  countries  such  as  Afghanistan,  Ethiopia, 

Uganda,  Zaire,  Mozambique,  Sri  Lanka,  Somalia,  Rwanda  and  Burma  to  resume  their  studies  at  Canadian 
universities  and  colleges.  It  is  the  only  program  of  its  kind  in  Canada.  The  University  of  Toronto  Students'  Union 
{UTSU,  formerly  formerly  SAC— the  Students'  Administrative  Council)  has  actively  participated  in  this  program 
and  has  enabled  Individual  refugees  to  pursue  their  education  and  a  better  life  in  an  environment  free  of  violence 

or  fear.  This  program  contributes  to  the  mandate  of  equity  and  diversity  that  the  University  of  Toronto  seeks  to 
uphold,  in  addition  it  offers  students  and  faculty  on  Canadian  campuses  a  unique  oppKJflunlty  to  learn  first-hand 
about  refugee  and  development  Issues,  an  asset  In  their  personal  and  academic  pursulfe.  The  students  at  the 
University  of  Toronto  have  whole-heartedly,  and  with  great  success,  participated  In  the  program  since  2002,  and 
made  a  difference  through  It.vytth  the  levy,  UTSU's  Student  Refugee  Program  covers  nc^-turtlon  education  costs 
(Books,  Residence,  Food,  Transportation  etc.)  for  the  student  for  one  year.  During  this  timer,  student  refugees  who 

participate  with  the  program  are  connected  to  resources,  and  means  by  which  they  are  able  to  continue  their 
academics  on  their  own  at  the  conclusion  of  the  year.An  Increase  In  the  levy  will  allow  the  UTSU  Student  Refugee 
Program  to  remain  sustalble,  expand  to  the  MIsslssauga  campus,  as  well  as  alleviate  additional  costs  that  arise 
for  various  College  local  committees  In  their  participation  of  tfie  program. 

The  University  of  Toronto  Students'  Union  (U.T.S.U.,  formerly  S,A.C.)  is  requesting  an  increase  of  30 
cents  ($0.30)  per  session,  beginning  in  the  fall  2007  session,  to  the  levy  (paid  by  all  members  of 

UT.S.U.,  including  but  not  limited  to  U.T.S.U.'s  full-time  undergraduate  student  members)  to 
support  the  Student  Refugee  Program,  as  described  above,  U.T.S.U.  is  also  requesting  that  the-^ 

total  levy  be  indexed  annually  to  the  local  rate  of  inflation. 
Are  you  in  favour  of  this  proposal? 

Bike  Chain  is  a  free  student  run  bike  repair  facility  at  the  St.  George  Campus  with  a  subsidiary  on  the  MIsslssauga 
campus.  Bike  Chain  offers  a  broad  range  of  services  that  help  both  commuter  and  downtown  resident  studente. 

Bike  Chain  Is  a  student  Initiated,  student  run,  bike  facility.  Bike  Chain  has  been  operation  for  one  year  and  is 
currently  seeking  sustainable  funding  so  that  It  can  continue  to  offer  free  bIKe  repair  and  related  bike  services  to 
students.  Bike  Chain  promotes  greener  commuter  transport  and  encourages  more  healthy  lifestyles  by  facilitating 

 bike  use.  This  facility  helps  the  University  of  Toronto  to  be  greener  campus.  Bike  Chain  has  been  formally 

recognized  as  an  environmental  program  In  McLean's  Magazine  In  their  rankings  of  Canadian  Universities.  With 
the  levy,  Bike  Chain  seeks  to  be  open  full  time  during  the  summer  supported  by  a  mechanic.  This  levy  will  also 
allow  an  expansion  of  services  to  Include  a  bike  lending  sen/Ice  and  more  educational  services.  The  levy  funds 
will  be  used  to  replenish  resources  such  as  grease,  lubricants  and  other  related  materials.  This  will  also  allow 

Bike  Chain  to  buy  new  tools  and  replace  old  and/or  broken  tools. 

The  University  of  Toronto  Students'  Union  (UTSU,  formerly  SAC)  is  asking  its  members  whether 
they  consent  to  a  proposed  increase  of  $0.26  per  semester  to  the  levy  collects  for  the  University 
^  of  Toronto  Environmental  Resource  Network  (UTERN)  for  the  purpose  of  funding  Bike  Chain,  as 

described  in  the  preamble  above. 
Are  you  in  favor  of  the  proposal? 

Voting  Locations 

Bahen  Centre  lobby,  Wymilwood  (Victoria),  New  Woodsworth  building  lobby,  Sidney 
Smith  lobby  ,Gerstein  Library,  North  Building  Food  Court  (UTM),  South  Building  (UTM) 

Voting  Period  ^ 
Wednesday  March  7  to  Friday  March  9,  9:00  am  -  7:00  pnn 


Election  Results 
Monday  March  1 2,  2007 

For  more  information,  visit  our  students*  union  website  at        ^  i-rcti 
www.uoftsac.ca  or  contact  the  Chief  Returning  Officer  at  ^S^l 
cro@sac.utoronto.ca  or  telephone  41 6-978-491 1  x231 . 
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VARSITY  COMMENT 


What's  your  type: 

That's  a  negative  on  blood  type-based  meal  plans 


opinions@thevarsity.ca 


DISHONEST  DIET:  Dr.  Peter  D'Adamo's  blood  type  diet 
is  the  latest  fad,  but  the  science  behind  it  is  sketchy. 


Tamara  Pallavi  Baluja  

If  you  want  to  tone  up  or  lose  weight,  common 
sense  dictates  that  all  you  have  to  do  is  watch 
what  you  eat  and  exercise.  However,  the  latest 
dieting  fad  proposes  that  following  a  diet  specif- 
ic to  your  blood  type  is  the  key  to  losing  weight, 
feeling  healthier,  and  lowering  one's  risk  of  de- 
veloping many  diseases. 


At  least  that  is  what  Peter  D'Adamo,  a  naturo- 
path and  creator  of  the  Blood  Type  Diet,  claims 
in  his  book  Eat  Right  4  Your  Type.  Considering 
its  simplicity,  it  is  little  wonder  that  this  sup- 
posedly brilliant  and  revolutionary  idea  is  a 
favourite  of  celebrities  such  as  Liz  Hurley,  Mar- 
tine  McCutcheon,  and  Courtney  Cox-Arquette. 
While  these  stars  might  be  ardent  fans  of  the 
diet,  most  medical  practitioners  and  nutrition- 
ists are  not  quite  so  enthused. 

DAdamo's  theory  is  based  on  the  distinctive 
antigen  patterns  that  mark  each  blood  group:  A, 
B,  and  AB,  as  well  as  0,  which  has  no  marker. 
Attached  to  the  antigens  is  a  sugar-based  mol- 
ecule, called  a  lectin,  which  is  involved  in  trig- 
gering immune  responses.  DAdamo  claims  that 
each  antigen  reacts  badly  with  certain  types  of 
foods,  potentially  leading  to  health  problems. 
He  also  claims  that  levels  of  stomach  acidity 
and  digestive  enzyme  imbalances  can  be  direct- 
ly linked  to  blood  groups. 

These  findings  could  be  considered  plausible 
were  it  not  for  DAdamo's  claim  that,  since  blood 
types  have  evolved  at  different  times  in  human 
history,  an  individual's  diet  should  be  based  on 
the  types  of  food  that  our  ancestors  ate  at  the 
time  that  particular  blood  type  evolved.  In  ad- 
dition, he  says  that  the  diet  should  be  supple- 
mented with  exercise  similar  to  what  our  ances- 
tors were  doing  at  the  time  of  emergence  of  the 
blood  type. 

This  oversimplifies  the  issue.  The  Blood  Type 
Diet  suggests  that  each  antigen  evolved  when  it 
was  ideal  for  the  human  body  to  receive  it.  How- 
ever, the  exact  function  of  antigens  and  lectins 
is  not  completely  understood,  and  to  say  that 


there  is  an  advantage  for  certain  antigens  at  cer- 
tain times  in  human  history  is  misleading. 

In  short,  here  is  D'Adamo's  blood  type  sys- 
tem: 

•  The  O  blood  type  evolved  around  50,000  BC 
and  hence  has  a  hunter-gatherer  ancestry.  As 
such,  people  with  that  blood  type  should  eat  a 
high-protein,  low-carbohydrate  diet  with  lots  of 
meat  and  fish,  but  no  dairy  products,  wheat  or 
grains.  They  must  also  do  lots  of  aerobic  exer- 
cise. 

•  Blood  type  A  emerged  next,  around  15,000 
BC.  By  this  time,  humans  had  settled  into  quasi- 
farming  communities,  so  the  Type  A  diet  should 
be  primarily  vegetarian.  People  should  still 
avoid  dairy  products,  but  engage  in  more  calm- 
ing and  sedentary  exercises,  such  as  golf  and 
yoga. 

•  Type  B  evolved  around  10,000  BC,  when  our 
ancestors  were  nomadic.  Therefore,  very  few 
foods  need  to  be  avoided.  Activities  that  have  a 
mental  component  are  recommended,  such  as 
hiking  and  tennis. 

•  Type  AB,  which  D'Adamo  claims  evolved  just 
1,000  years  ago,  marks  the  era  of  modern  man. 
But  since  AB  is  a  combination  of  both  A  and  B 
alleles,  a  combination  of  both  A  and  B  diets  and 
exercise  is  recommended. 

The  blood  type  diet  is  flawed  on  several  lev- 
els. Firstly,  neither  D'Adamo's  book  nor  his 
website  provide  any  evidence  of  documented 
research — indeed,  many  of  his  claims  are  de- 
batable at  best. 

Secondly,  antigens  have  very  little  to  do  with 
the  metabolism  of  foods.  On  a  social  science  lev- 
el, there  is  much  debate  over  when  and  in  which 


order  the  different  blood  groups  evolved.  It 
makes  very  little  sense  to  claim  that  AB  evolved 
only  1,000  years  ago,  when  both  A  and  B  alleles 
are  co-dominant,  meaning  that  the  AB  blood 
type  should  have  been  expressed  earlier,  when 
parents  with  A  and  B  blood  types  produced  off- 
spring. 

Let's  assume  for  a  moment  that  D'Adamo  is 
right  in  supposing  that  a  particular  antigen  was 
better  at  protecting  the  body  from  foreign  con- 
taminants at  one  point  in  time,  and  was  there- 
fore passed  down  through  the  generations. 
Our  modern  health  needs  are  different  from  a 
nomad's  or  a  hunter-gatherer's,  however,  so  by 
his  logic  these  "ancient"  antigens  should  be 
disappearing  in  favour  of  ones  that  benefit  our 
modern  lifestyle. 

Besides  the  lack  of  scientific  proof,  the  blood 
type  diet  fails  to  provide  a  varied  or  balanced 
diet  and  gives  no  indication  of  how  much 
weight-loss  users  should  expect,  or  in  what 
time-frame. 

There  are  very  few,  if  any,  benefits  to  this 
diet.  One  certainly  would  lose  weight,  no  mat- 
ter one's  blood  type,  since  the  diet  essentially 
eliminates  bread  and  dairy  products.  However, 
the  cons  are  simply  too  numerous — the  lack 
of  scientific  evidence,  an  unbalanced  diet,  and 
the  near-impossibility  of  planning  a  meal  for  the 
entire  family  or  friends  makes  this  approach  to 
dieting  unrealistic. 

One  cannot  help  but  wonder  what  Dr. 
D'Adamo  would  say  if  a  new  blood  type  evolved 
in  our  time.  He  would  probably  call  it  Type  J, 
and  recommend  that  people  with  that  type  eat 
only  junk  food.  Now  how  scientific  is  that! 


-  LETTERS  - 


Brawlin'  at  the  Brunny 


Hayley  Morrison 

VARSITY  STAFF 


When  a  bouncer  looks  at  your  ID  and 
says,  "You  have  big  ears,  it  will  be  easy 
to  keep  track  of  you,"  do  you  casually 
laugh  along  with  him  or  make  a  snap- 
py comeback  and  risk  being  shut  out 
of  the  club? 

After  a  week  of  midterms,  most  stu- 
dents venture  out  to  the  local  bars  and 
nightclubs  to  get  some  R&R.  As  if  the 
cold  isn't  enough,  students  out  on  the 
town  also  have  to  deal  with  the  aggres- 
sive and  boorish  attitude  of  bouncers, 
many  of  whom  blatantly  misuse  their 
authority  to  belittle  students. 

The  Brunswick  House  is  one  among 
many  well-known  established  where 
students  are  berated  by  these  "macho 
man"  door  personnel.  Last  weekend, 
instead  of  music  blasting  onto  the 
streets,  all  you  could  hear  was,  "Get 
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out  of  here,  get  out  my  bar!"  as  bounc- 
ers barred  entry  to  several  students, 
apparently  at  random.  At  around  mid- 
night last  Saturday,  one  such  confron- 
tation took  place  between  bouncers 
and  a  student  from  Ryerson. 

"Put  the  money  in  the  girl's  hand!" 
shouted  the  bouncer  as  the  student 
tried  to  pay  for  his  companion.  Taken 
aback,  the  student  asked  the  bouncer 
to  "show  a  little  respect  to  people 
coming  into  the  bar."  The  bouncer 
then  grabbed  him  by  the  arms  and 
threw  him  outside.  According  to  a  U 
of  T  student  who  witnessed  the  alter- 
cation from  just  inside  the  bar,  "[The 
Ryerson  student]  wasn't  even  drunk" 
and  "the  bouncer  had  no  cause  to 
throw  him  out." 

After  the  incident,  the  U  of  T  student 
demanded  his  money  back  and  head- 
ed for  the  exit.  When  he  attempted  to 
leave,  the  same  bouncer  tried  to  as- 


sert his  authority.  "I  can  do  whatever 
I  want,"  he  taunted.  According  to  the 
student,  the  bouncer  then  grabbed 
him  and  shoved  him  down  the  stairs 
leading  to  the  street. 

Humiliated  and  outraged  by  the  as- 
sault, both  students  called  the  police. 
Although  the  police  collected  state- 
ments from  both  the  bouncers  and 
students,  it  ended  in  a  game  of  "he 
said,  she  said"  and  charges  were  not 
pressed  against  any  of  the  Brunswick 
staff. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  bouncers 
have  touched  a  raw  nerve  with  stu- 
dents, nor  is  it  the  last  time  they  will 
get  away  with  it.  However,  it  is  time 
for  students  to  demand  a  little  more 
respect  from  these  garrulous  gate- 
keepers. We  don't  need  the  red  carpet 
treatment,  but  we  deserve  something 
above  impudent  remarks  and  brawls 
instigated  by  bouncers. 


One  great  stunt 

Re:  When  not  to  sweat  the  small 
stuff,  March  5 

Two  years  ago,  SAC  held  a  summer 
press  conference  on  its  front  lawn  with 
me  and  Ontario  Training,  Colleges  and 
Universities  Minister  Chris  Bentley. 
I  praised  the  Liberal  government's 
commitment  to  reinvesting  $6.8  billion 
in  post-secondary  education.  Minister 
Bentley,  with  the  freeze  on  fees  still  in 
full  effect,  promised  a  long  stakeholder 
consultation  process.  All  options  were 
on  the  table:  fees  could  go  up,  down, 
or  remain  frozen.  Relations  between 
students  and  the  provincial  govern- 
ment were  at  an  all-time  high. 

A  few  months  later,  before  the 
stakeholder  consultations  had  even 
begun,  Premier  McGuinty  announced 
the  freeze  was  over.  Tuition  fees  were 
going  up.  Quite  simply,  the  McGuinty 
Liberal  government  screwed  students 


and  did  so  while  deliberately  mislead- 
ing us.  They  had  no  intention  of  sitting 
down  at  the  table —  their  minds  were 
made  up. 

Fast  forward  a  year  or  so,  and 
Minister  Bentley  is  making  another  an- 
nouncement. Apparently,  the  govern- 
ment has  created  a  nifty  new  system 
to  price  out  your  education.  Instead  of 
dealing  with  the  problem  of  student 
debt  and  skyrocketing  tuition  fees, 
they  built  a  website  showing  students 
that  they  were  doing  nothing  about  the 
real  problem. 

So  some  students,  including  SAC  VP 
External  candidate  Dave  Scrivener, 
crashed  the  press  conference  and 
pointed  out  the  hypocrisy  of  Minister 
Bentley's  announcement.  This  cheap 
media  stunt  worked  brilliantly.  The 
mainstream  press  took  Minister  Bent- 
ley to  town.  The  Liberal  government 
got  exactly  what  it  deserved — for 
making  a  fluff  announcement,  it  got 
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//QUOTABLE 


"Yesterday,  in  answering  a 
question  in  English  I  used 
the  word  divisible  when 
I  should  have  used  the 
word. .  .1  used  the  word  indivis- 
ible when  I  should  have  used  the  word 
divisible.  Or  the  contrary." 

-  Quebec  premier  Jean  Charest  doing  his  best 
Donald  Rumsfeld  impression  while  trying  to 
correct  any  miscomprehension  surround- 
ing an  earlier  remark  by  creating  even  more 
miscomprehension  with  his  correction. 

We  can't  blame  Charest  or  his  listeners  for 
being  befuddled  over  whether  an  inde- 
pendent Quebec  could  further  divide  its 
territory,  however.  He  was  commenting  on 
post-referendum  sovereignty,  an  issue  that 
inspires  miscomprehension  as  a  matter  of 
course.  Sometimes,  even  the  Clarity  Act  isn't 
enough  to  make  sense  of  it  all. 


CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

some  bad  press. 

I  was  proud  of  Dave  Scrivener  and  Emily 
Shelton  for  getting  out  message,  and  very  proud 
of  The  Varsity  for  focusing  on  the  big  picture. 
When  governments  work  with  you,  honestly  and 
truthfully,  they  deserve  your  support.  When 
governments  work  against  you  and  purposefully 
mislead  you,  it's  okay  to  speak  out  and  get  your 
message  heard. 

Paul  Bretscher 

SAC  President  2004-2005 


The  Varsity^&koms  letters  from  our 
readers.  Send  letters  (250  words  max.) 
with  your  full  name  &  phone  number  to: 

opinions@thevarsity.ca 

Opinions  submissions 
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Fixing  Shakespeare 


Why  do  we  presume  to  edit  the  Bard! 


J. p.  Antonacci 

COMMENT  EDITOR 


It  has  long  been  convention  for  those  direct- 
ing Shakespeare  productions  to  selectively 
remove  ostensibly  extraneous  passages  (or 
entire  speeches)  in  the  interest  of  getting  au- 
diences out  of  the  theatre  or  multiplex  in  un- 
der two  and  a  half  hours. 

This  custom  strikes  me  as  absurd.  What 
right  do  we  have  to  edit  the  greatest  writer 
ever,  especially  when  we  base  our  opinions 
on  biased  scholarship  or  personal  whim?  We 
wouldn't  dare  edit  out  the  "boring  bits"  in 
Beckett,  or  decide  that  certain  speeches  in 
Chekhov  aren't  really  that  crucial  to  the  plot. 
So  why  do  we  excise  from  Shakespeare  with 
impunity? 

A  sloppy  edit  of  a  Shakespeare  play  is  an  in- 
sult to  his  craft — it's  basically  saying  that  ol' 
Billy  just  tossed  in  a  hodgepodge  of  quotables 
for  future  audiences  to  pick  and  choose  from. 
Productions  of  these  "shopping-cart  Hamlets" 
having  been  worked  over  by  overzealous  edi- 
tors, disrespect  the  meticulously  constructed 
piece  of  art  that  is  a  Shakespeare  play.  Yes, 
there  are  debates  over  Folio  vs.  Quarto  edi- 
tions and  who  made  what  revision  when  and 
under  whose  authority,  but  cuts  in  modern 
scripts  often  go  far  beyond  changing  "the"  to 
"a"  or  quibbting  over  scene  numbers. 

Take  for  example  the  acclaimed  produc- 
tion of  Hamlet  staged  earlier  this  year  at  Hart 
House,  which  chose  to  honour  the  original  in 
setting  and  style,  and  was  by  and  large  a  very 
solid  work  of  theatre.  Yet  among  other  revi- 


Leave  my  plays  alone,  thou  beslubbering  beef-witted 
bum-bailies! 

sions,  director  Andrea  Wasserman  inexplica- 
bly chose  to  remove  a  key  speech  by  Horatio 
at  the  very  end  of  the  play  ("So  shall  you  hear 
of  carnal,  bloody,  and  unnatural  acts..."),  a 
speech  that  subtly  undercuts  the  sense  of  mor- 
al relief  we  feel  after  the  death  of  the  evil  king 
and  the  restoration  of  order  in  the  kingdom. 
To  cut  a  speech  so  crucial  to  the  play's  central 
meaning  just  because  the  audience  might  get 


antsy  during  the  drawn-out  second  half  does 
a  disservice  to  Shakespeare  and  to  those  who 
have  thoughtfully  studied  his  canon. 

Since  the  time  of  King  James,  Shakespeare's 
plays  (and  Marlowe's,  and  Jonson's)  have  un- 
dergone selective  revision  by  various  direc- 
tors, and  I'm  not  suggesting  that  the  texts 
should  be  treated  as  sacrosanct  in  every  per- 
formance. Plainspoken  adaptations  for  young 
audiences  can  be  wonderfully  successful  and 
inspire  a  life-long  love  of  the  material.  And  of 
course  the  text  will  change  if  the  play  (or  mov- 
ie) is  set  in  outer  space  or  the  old  West. 

But  our  theatre  culture  has  hopefully  ma- 
tured beyond  the  mindset  of  17th  century  re- 
visionists like  Nahum  Tate,  who  felt  that  King 
Z.eor  would  have  been  a  much  better  play  had 
everyone  lived  at  the  end,  and  subsequently 
re-wrote  it  that  way.  If  one's  aim  is  to  perform 
a  stage  version  of  Shakespeare  that  remains 
true  to  the  setting,  costume,  and  character- 
ization of  the  original  (making  it  look  and  feel 
as  though  ol'  Bill  himself  could  hop  on  stage 
and  act  in  it),  then  the  text  also  must  be  left 
alone. 

We  owe  it  to  Shakespeare  to  perform  his 
plays  in  their  entirety,  no  matter  how  long. 
King  Lear  \s  not  The  Wedding  Planner — there  is 
no  fluff  that  can  be  cut  for  commercial  breaks 
without  being  missed  later.  That  kind  of  cava- 
lier editing  must  be  stopped  by  respectable 
theatre  companies.  Otherwise,  we  run  the  risk 
of  new  audiences  only  ever  getting  to  know 
"Shakespeare  lite" — scaled-down  versions  of 
the  plays  that  might  work  on  TV,  but  fail  as 
organic  works  of  drama. 


Hart  House  Theatre  and  Theatre  Erindale  present 

THIRTEEN  HANDS 

"At  that  table,  I  knew  exactly  where  /  was..." 

by  Carol  Shields 

■^j^^^  Directed  by 

IjHfi      RON  CAMERON-LEWIS 

^^^^1^  Origirial  Music  by 
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Life  outside  the  lab 

Science  is  becoming  increasingly  important  in  all  aspects  of  life— business  consulting  and  joumalism,  to 
name  a  few.  For  the  budding  scientist,  a  degree  in  the  sciences  doesn't  limit  you  to  life  in  a  laboratory 


Rodolfo  Silva-Mera  and  Mandy  Lo 

Think  you've  made  it  in  the  big 
leagues  after  getting  accepted  into 
graduate  school?  Think  again.  To- 
day, an  advanced  degree  in  the  life 
sciences  doesn't  guarantee  a  profes- 
sorship. But  neither  does  it  chain 
you  to  a  lab  bench  for  life. 

In  a  networking  reception  last 
week  at  89  Chestnut,  the  latest  in- 
stallment of  the  Life  Sciences  Career 
Development  Series  offered  gradu- 
ate students  a  chance  to  explore  the 
options  available  after  receiving  a 
second  or  third  university  degree. 
Students  met  with  successful  indi- 
viduals from  various  science-related 
fields. 

"My  advice  is  to  first  know  that 
many  students  are  in  the  same  boat 
[and  that]  you  have  resources  at 
your  disposal  to  help  you  decide," 
said  Arij  Al  Chawaf,  a  Ph.D.  candi- 
date in  neuroendocrinology,  and 
the  chair  of  the  LSCDS  committee. 
Funded  by  the  Faculty  of  Medicine's 
Graduate  Affairs  and  the  School 
of  Graduate  Studies,  the  LSCDS  is 
directed  by  a  team  of  graduate  stu- 
dents and  brings  career  choices  to 
students  in  life  sciences. 

Guests  at  the  evening  included 
scientists  treading  the  traditional 
career  paths  of  academia,  biotech- 
nology or  the  pharmaceutical  indus- 
try, but  also  graduates  working  in 
government,  consulting,  finance  and 
medical  writing. 

One  of  the  guests  was  Dr.  James 
Paterson,  who  earned  his  PhD  work- 
ing on  the  molecular  genetics  of 
breast  cancer,  and  has  found  a  way 
to  use  his  background  to  explore 
unconventional  career  paths.  Pater- 
son, who  held  a  number  of  post-doc- 
toral fellowships,  now  works  at  Sci- 
entific Insights  Consulting  Group,  a 


Want  to  break  out  of  the  drudgery  of  working  at  a  research  lab?  The  Life  Sciences  Career  Development  Series  offers  graduate 
students  In  the  life  sciences  career  choices  after  graduation. 


company  that  specializes  in  helping 
large  corporations  understand  and 
communicate  science  within  their 
own  development  operations  and  to 
consumers.  Paterson  made  the  tran- 
sition from  lab  work  to  consulting 
work  through  background  experi- 
ence in  management,  bioinformatics 
and  scientific  writing. 

"Life  sciences  bring  you  experi- 
ences that  help  you  develop  skills 
that  are  applicable  in  solving  prob- 


lems outside  the  industry,"  Paterson 
remarked. 

Rama  Grantab,  a  graduate  student 
from  the  Department  of  Medical  Bio- 
physics is  considering  a  career  in 
science  journalism,  and  also  shares 
Paterson's  views  on  career  choices. 
"Think  outside  of  the  box.  Be  cre- 
ative and  explore  the  possibilities." 

The  need  for  scientists  extends 
past  the  research  that's  necessary 
to  understand  life  at  a  cellular  and 


molecular  level.  From  telling  a  sci- 
ence story  in  a  newspaper  to  devel- 
oping rocket  fuel  and  winning  a  No- 
bel Prize,  the  future  for  graduates  in 
the  life  sciences  is  nearly  limitless. 

For  current  and  future  graduate 
students  in  life  science,  the  LSCDS 
will  be  hosting  career  seminars  ev- 
ery month  as  well  as  the  Life  Science 
Career  Day  in  June.  Further  informa- 
tion can  be  found  on  their  website, 
www.Iscds.com. 
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Minds  game  for  the  future 

Think  the  Wii's  the  coolest  thing 
ever?  New  mind-reading  technology 
may  soon  allow  gamers  to  throw  fire- 
balls and  kill  demons  without  lifting 
a  finger.  The  headset,  called  Project 
Epoc,  is  the  first  brain-computer  in- 
terface that  detects  human  emotion 
and  thoughts.  Using  non-invasive 


electroencephalography,  or  EEG, 
the  system  distinguishes  between 
the  non-conscious  emotions  we  ex- 
perience and  the  conscious  goals  of 
rotating  or  throwing  an  object.  The 
software  can  then  be  programmed 
to  interpret  and  respond  to  emotion 
by  mimicking  a  smile  in  an  on-screen 
avatar,  or  in  the  case  of  goal-driven 
thoughts,  by  attacking  an  in-game 
nemesis.  Four-year-old  company 
Emotiv  Systems  premiered  this 
technology  for  game  developers  at 
Wednesday's  Game  Developer's  Con- 
ference in  San  Francisco.  The  tech- 
nology may  be  able  to  change  the 
way  we  interact  with  our  computers 
and  televisions,  and  may  have  appli- 
cations for  medicine  and  security. 
Source:  emotiv.com 


Asimo's  dodgy  new  tricks 

Nearly  a  decade  old,  Honda's  Asimo 
robot  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
Carnegie  Mellon  University  robot- 
ics researcher  James  Kuffner. 
When  Asimo  reached  Kuff- 
ner, the  humanoid  robot 
could  already  run,  jump, 
and  climb  stairs,  but  was 
either  remote-controlled  or 
had  its  intricate  movements 
preprogrammed.  Kuffner 
added  software  that,  with- 
out enhancing  any  of  Asimo's 
physical  abilities,  allows  the 
robot  to  autonomously  navigate 
a  shifting  and  unpredictable  ob- 
stacle course — which,  in  his  experi- 
ments, were  made  of  pieces  of  paper. 
With  the  help  of  an  overhead  camera, 
the  software  builds  a  map  of  both 
Asimo's  and  the  moving  obstacle's 
speeds  and  trajectories.  It  calculates 
all  possible  ways  for  Asimo  to  avoid 
moving  obstacles,  each  second  com- 
puting up  to  7,000  possible  steps  that 
Asimo  could  take.  Kuffner's  next  step 
is  to  put  Asimo  through  an  Indiana 
yones-inspired  experiment,  with  de- 
scending spinning  blades  and  rolling 
boulders  included. 
Source:  New  Scientist 
— SANDY HUEN 


//SCIENCE  IN  BRIEF 


Not  your  average  "wingman" 

How  far  would  you  go  to  help  your  best 
friend  get  the  girl  of  his  dreams?  If  you 
were  a  male  lance-tailed  manakin,  you'd 
dance  for  her.  The  mating  ritual  of  this 
tropical  bird  involves  two  males,  one 
high-ranking  alpha  and  one  subordinate 
beta,  performing  a  "leapfrog"  dance 
punctuated  by  intervals  of  flight.  But 
the  alpha  male,  of  course,  gets  to  mate 
with  the  thoroughly  impressed  femcde. 
So  what's  in  it  for  the  beta  male?  Some 
theories  proposed  that  the  beta  male 
covertly  mates  with  the  female  in  order 
to  father  the  clutch,  but  recent  work 
at  UC  Berkeley  proves  that  this  is  not 
the  case — the  DNA  of  the  chicks  were 
neariy  always  related  to  the  alpha  male. 
The  group  did  find  that  beta  males 
eventually  gained  alpha  status  when  the 
opportunity  opened  up,  often  in  other 
territories.  Scientists  suggest  that  the 
betas  undergo  an  apprenticeship  with 
the  alphas  where  they  learn  and  perfect 
their  dance  moves,  and,  sometimes,  gar- 
ner a  following  of  betas  themselves. 
Source:  University  of  Chicago  Press 
Journals  news  release 
—SANDY  HUEN 

Downing  Starchy  diets 

A  recent  Stanford  study  found  that  the 
Atkins  diet  was  the  most  successful 
weight-loss  strategy  among  300  female 
subjects,  beating  out  the  Zone,  LEARN, 
and  Ornish  diets.  The  diets  were  chosen 
for  their  range  of  carbohydrates,  fat, 
and  protein  levels,  with  Atkins  being 
the  lowest  in  carbs  and  the  Ornish  high- 
est. The  LEARN  diet  adheres  to  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture's  food  guide 
for  a  low-fat,  high-carb  diet  and  the  Zone 
prescribes  a  ratio  of  fat,  carbs,  and  pro- 
tein that  supposedly  minimizes  fat  and 
hunger.  Over  the  course  of  a  year,  all 
groups  lost  weight  but  the  Atkins  group 
achieved  the  greatest  overall  weight 
loss  despite  regaining  some  weight  in 
the  second  half  of  the  year.  According 
to  the  researchers,  the  Atkins  diet  was 
successful  because  it  encouraged  wom- 
en to  drink  water  instead  of  sweetened 
beverages  that  may  contain  refined 
sugars,  like  corn  syrup,  which  is  a  ma- 
jor concern  in  today's  diet.  The  long- 
term  health  effects  of  any  diet,  such  as 
vitamin  or  mineral  deficiencies,  were 
not  considered  in  the  study  but  should 
be  an  important  consideration  when 
choosing  a  diet. 

Source:  Stanford  University  news  service 
— S.H. 

Sadly,  no  luck  for  early  lungs 

Despite  detecting  lung  cancer  early, 
smokers  may  still  develop  the  disease 
at  the  same  rate  as  those  who  did  not 
receive  screening.  This  was  the  conclu- 
sion of  a  recent  study  that  analyzed  the 
rates  of  computed  tomography  screen- 
ing for  smokers  and  their  subsequent 
development  of  lung  cancer.  With  the  de- 
velopment of  the  sensitive  CT  screening 
methods,  it  was  believed  that  screening 
high-risk  individuals  would  detect  lung 
cancer  while  they  are  still  localized  and 
curable,  reducing  mortality  by  treating 
the  cancer  early.  But  the  study  showed 
that  this  was  not  the  case.  While  CT 
scanning  does  speed  up  diagnosis  and 
treatment,  it  may  not  have  an  impact  on 
reducing  deaths  from  lung  cancer. 
Source:  JAMA 
— MAYCE  AL-SUKHNI 
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//  RETRO  REVIEW:  IT  WAS  A  NATURAL  MISTAKE 


Some  mistakes  don't  fade,  especially  when  they're  published  in  a  world-renowned  science  jour- 
nal. A  hundred  years  ago,  one  scientist  postulated  that  eating  near-rotten  fish  caused  leprosy. 


We  all  make  them.  Mistakes 
come  naturally  to  everyone, 
and  scientists  are  not  excused  from 
a  little  humiliation.  Nature  has  been 
exposing  careless  statements  and 
wrongful  hypothesis  for  more  than  a 
century,  and,  luckily  for  us,  keeping 
archives  of  every  wordy  tidbit.  Here 
are  a  few  of  the  "natural"  gems  hid- 
den beneath  a  history  of  scientific 
research,  whose  blunders  we  can't 
help  but  enjoy.  After  all,  we're  only 
human. 

Fish-eating  lepers? 

A  hundred  years  ago,  Nature  attacked 
one  scientist's  claim  that  leprosy  was 
caused  by  eating  fish  that  were  in  the 
first  stages  of  decomposition.  The 
author,  Jonathan  Hutchinson,  drew  a 
correlation  between  cases  of  leprosy 
in  the  British  Isles  and  Europe  to  the 
increase  of  fish  consumption  due  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  ordinances  for 


eating  fish  two  out  of  every  three 
weekdays.  The  decline  of  fish-eat- 
ing during  the  Reformation  and  the 
rise  of  Protestantism,  according  to 
Hutchinson,  led  to  the  gradual  de- 
cline of  leprosy. 

His  theory  was  built  on  postulates 
that  did  not  agree — to  put  it  mildly — 
with  the  scientific  consensus  then 
or  today.  Women  ate  more  fish  and 
were  more  likely  to  be  lepers  than 
men,  he  stated,  despite  statistics 
(today  and  then)  that  find  twice  as 
many  male  than  female  cases  of  lep- 
rosy. He  specified  that  neither  salted 
nor  fresh  fish  could  cause  leprosy, 
the  reason  being  that  an  almost-bad 
fish  is  necessary  to  modify  the  bacte- 
ria that  causes  tuberculosis  into  the 
bacteria  that  cause  leprosy.  He  "dis- 
proved" the  fact  that  the  bacteria  My- 
cobacterium leprae  were  the  single, 
contagious  cause  of  the  disease,  as 
leprosy  afflicts  people  worldwide.  His 
insistence  that  leprosy  must  arise  de 


Waterloo  Engineering 
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think  about  it. 


Leila  did. 


You  don't  need  an  undergraduate  degi-ee  in  engineering  to  be 
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novo,  independently  and  unconnect- 
ed to  any  other  cases  of  the  disease, 
sparked  a  sharp  critique,  from  which 
Nature  was  careful  to  assure  him  did 
not  belittle  his  interesting  work.  Yet, 
being  proved  wrong  on  every  point 
of  argument  would  certainly  do  little 
for  Hutchinson's  morale. 


Unholy  mouths 


A  steady  exodus  of  scientists  flowed 
from  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  during  the  late  1960's,  elic- 
iting a  number  of  aggressive  state- 
ments from  the  top  politicians  of 
both  countries.  Robert  MacNamara, 
then  U.S.  Secretary  of  Defense,  ad- 
dressed the  matter  of  brain  drain: 

"The  brain  drain  occurs  not  mere- 
ly because  we  have  a  more  advanced 
technology  here  in  the  United  States, 
but  rather  because  we  have  more 
modern  and  effective  management. 
God  is  clearly  democratic.  He  dis- 
tributes brain-power  universally.  But 
he  quite  justifiably  expects  us  to  do 
something  efficient  and  constructive 
with  that  priceless  gift.  That  is  what 
management  is  all  about." 

Understandably  enraged,  Antho- 
ny Crosland,  then  U.K.  Secretary  of 
State  for  Education  and  Science,  re- 
sponded by  pointing  out  that  God's 
equally  distributed  intelligence  is  not 
the  only  factor  to  consider 

"One  thing  that  God  does  not  dis- 
tribute equally  is  wealth,"  he  said. 
"Brains  move  from  every  country 
of  the  world  to  America  [because 
America]  is  the  richest  country  in  the 
world  and  can  pay  much  for  brains." 

Death  certificates — might- 
ier than  thou 

Worldwide  exposures  to  asbestos 
began  as  early  as  1890  in  South  Af- 
rica with  the  introduction  of  the 
mineral  into  industrial  and  commer- 
cial uses.  By  1967,  there  were  250 
registered  cases  of  asbestos-related 
cancers  in  Britain,  and  perhaps  more 
which  could  not  be  traced  to  asbes- 
tos exposure.  At  that  time,  research 
into  the  hazards  of  asbestos  was  be- 
ginning to  unite  globally,  in  surveys, 
laboratory  and  field  work.  Scientists 
began  to  undertake  follow-up  stud- 
ies of  employees  of  shipyards  and 
factories  where  asbestos  was  known 
to  be  used,  sometimes  taking  as  long 
as  four  years  to  trace  most  of  the 
men  and  women  exposed.  In  Britain, 
records  of  some  female  employees 
were  lost  entirely  when  marriages 
took  place  and  names  were  changed. 
The  director  of  Britain's  MRC  Pneu- 
moconiosis Unit  at  Penarth,  had 
criticized  the  fallibility  of  Britain's 
record-keeping  methods  for  the  situ- 
ation and  praised  those  in  the  United 
States,  and  in  particular  Finland, 
whose  "magnificent  death  certifi- 
cates" were  to  be  envied. 

Source:  Nature  28  February  1907, 
Nature  4  March  1967 
— SANDY  HUEN 
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The  road  to  500 

Director  Zack  Snyder's  300  \s  a  blood-thirsty,  action-packed  rendering  of  the  Battle  of  Thermopylae. 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


A  live-action/CGI  hybrid  retelling  of 
the  Battle  of  Thermopylae,  director 
Zack  Snyder's  phantasmagoric  300  is 
a  feast  fit  for  a  bloodthirsty  Spartan, 
brimming  with  such  gory,  testoster- 
one-fuelled excess  that  not  even  the 
pages  of  history  can  contain  it. 

History  buffs  versed  in  the  famous 
last  stand  of  Sparta's  300  soldiers, 
who  faced  down  the  massive  army 
of  the  invading  King  Xerxes  of  Persia, 
will  recognize  several  key  plot  points 
based  on  historical  fact.  Among  other 
things,  Xerxes'  messengers'  demand 
for  "earth  and  water,"  threats  of  ar- 
rows that  will  "blot  out  the  sun,"  and, 
of  course,  references  to  the  "hotgates" 
where  the  Spartans  held  back  the  ad- 
vancing Persian  army  by  siphoning 
them  into  a  narrow  pass  between 
mountains,  will  all  be  familiar  to  any- 
one who  knows  their  Herodotus. 

But  what  might  have  history  schol- 
ars scratching  their  heads-and  film 
geeks  bouncing  in  their  seats-are  the 
film's  unrestrained  flights  of  fantasy. 
Judging  by  300,  Xerxes  had  not  only 
colonized  everything  from  Asia  Minor 
to  Egypt,  but  seems  to  have  recruited 
forces  from  Middle  Earth,  too.  His 
army  has  a  disturbing  resemblance  to 
the  Ringwraiths  and  Ores  of  the  Lord 
of  the  Rings  trilogy,  while  the  rest  of  his 
goons  are  a  variety  of  trolls,  sea-crea- 
tures, and  quasi-human  strippers. 

300's  director,  Zack  Snyder  (Dawn 
of  the  Dead,  2004),  recently  spoke  to 
The  Varsity  during  a  press  junket  at 
the  Beverly  Hilton,  where  he  said  the 
film's  embellishments  were  justified 
based  on  their  context.  He  explained 
that  the  film  tries  to  depict  the  Spar- 
tan point  of  view,  drawing  on  ancient 
oracular  traditions  that  used  heavy 
exaggeration  to  convey  the  spirit  of 
the  event,  rather  than  the  reality. 


The  strong  and  silent  type:  King  Leonidas  (Gerard  Butler)  takes  a  stand 


"If  you're  going  to  get  around  a  fire 
with  a  bunch  of  Spartans,  they  really 
know  how  not  to  ruin  a  good  story 
with  the  truth,"  said  Snyder.  "That 
was  what  we  embraced  completely. 
We  wanted  it  to  be  a  purely  Spartan 
perspective." 

While  Snyder  could  be  accused  of 
manipulating  historical  data,  nobody 
could  deny  his  almost  religious  devo- 
tion to  the  graphic  novel  300,  by  Sin 
City  author  Frank  Miller,  of  which  the 
film  is  practically  a  frame-for-frame 
rendering.  In  fact,  when  Snyder  was 
first  proposing  300  to  the  different 
studios,  he  had  enough  faith  in  Mill- 
er's text  to  forego  writing  any  sort  of 
treatment  or  screenplay  for  studio 
execs.  He  just  marched  around  with 
Miller's  comic,  which  in  itself  could 
serve  as  a  screenplay  and  story- 
board  for  the  film  he  produced. 

"And  they  all  looked  at  me  like, 


'No,  we  don't  understand  that,'"  Sny- 
der recalled.  "'We  need  a  thing  with 
words  on  it  and  no  pictures,  that's 
the  only  way  we  understand.'  OK,  I'll 
go  backwards  then,  take  the  pictures 
away,  and  show  it  to  you  later." 

After  leaving  the  stalled  project  be- 
hind to  work  on  the  Dawn  of  the  Dead 
remake,  Snyder  returned  to  300  and 
produced  a  non-graphic  screenplay. 
Warner  Brothers  took  interest,  and 
Snyder  was  finally  ready  to  shoot. 

Snyder  settled  on  Scottish  actor 
Gerard  Butler  (Lara  Croft)  for  the 
role  of  Leonidas,  the  Spartan  king 
who  led  Greece's  defenders  against 
the  Persian  invasion  force.  Although 
Snyder  had  reservations  about 
whether  Butler  would  gain  the  phy- 
sique for  the  role,  the  actor's  "do  any- 
thing" mentality  won  him  over.  "He 
certainly  expressed,  'I  don't  care,  I'll 
do  whatever' 


"'What  about  the  crazy  beard?' 
He's  like,  'The  longer  the  better'" 

Tasked  with  becoming  a  Spartan, 
Butler  had  his  work  cut  out  for  him. 
He  reminisced  about  the  hellbent 
physical  regimen  he  was  put  on  to 
whip  him  into  shape. 

"They  brought  on  the  film's  trainer, 
Mark  Twight,  who  trains  undercover 
operatives,  caged  fighters,  and  all 
that,"  remembered  Butler  "So  he's 
like,  'Let's  get  the  kettle  bells  and 
run,  and  bang  your  head  against  the 
wall  six  times.'  You're  almost  dead  by 
the  end  of  it."  Most  of  the  actors  with- 
stood this  sort  of  ordeal  to  prepare 
themselves  for  Snyder's  spectacle. 

"It  was  in  their  character  to  be  in 
shape.  It  was  their  costume.  They 
had  to  actually  be  that,"  Said  Snyder 
But  Butler  insists  he  took  the  lion's 
share  of  the  punishment. 

"Nobody  [else]  in  this  film  had  to 


wear  a  six-foot  beard  that  was  like 
a  lethal  weapon  in  itself,  and  have  a 
helmet  with  a  chicken  on  it,"  reasons 
Butler  "I  knew  that  I  had  to  have  a 
body  that  would  match  my  head. 
And  1  also  wanted  to  feel  like  a  fuck- 
ing king." 

Trying  to  wear  the  boots  (helmet, 
breastplate,  et  cetera)  of  a  Spartan 
king  who  could  supposedly  take  on  a 
million  foes  took  its  toll  on  Butler  All 
the  exertion  made  an  old  injury  flare 
up,  causing  Butler's  right  shin  to  give 
out  on  him.  You  can  actually  catch  a 
glimpse  of  him  limping  in  the  film.  "So 
1  could  fight  a  million  men,  as  long  as 
1  don't  have  to  put  any  weight  on  my 
right  foot,"  he  quipped. 

Yet  the  actor  admitted  that  the  pain 
and  injuries  he  endured  translated  to 
the  screen  to  offer  a  more  plausible 
depiction  of  a  Spartan  king. 

"The  fire  and  the  intensity  stayed 
with  me  because  it  was  real." 

While  the  image  of  Spartans  is  of 
super-soldiers  dedicated  to  honour 
and  violent  death  above  all  else, 
nothing  can  prepare  audiences  for 
the  hyper-driven,  ballistic,  and  bal- 
let-like ease  with  which  they  dish  out 
the  damage. 

Minimal  narrative  development  is 
around  to  temper  the  ultra-violence, 
but  the  character's  dimensions 
come  out  in  their  physicality  itself. 
The  Spartan  arrogance,  intensity, 
and  ferociousness  is  apparent  every 
time  they  march,  crush  skulls,  send 
spears  hurtling  through  the  air  or 
match  (and  outmatch)  blades  with 
their  enemies. 

And  that's  what  300  is  all  about:  an 
eye-popping  celebration  of  the  iiber- 
male,  who  has  no  use  for  words  and 
allows  his  actions  to  speak  for  him. 
And  where  else  in  this  world  can  he 
be  at  home,  other  than  in  the  pages 
of  a  graphic  novel,  or  against  a  com- 
puter-animated backdrop? 


Riding  high 

24-year-old  singer-songwriter  Serena  Ryder  takes  a  page  from  the 
Can-rock  canon  for  her  major  label  debut 


Chandler  Levack 

ARTS  ASSOCIATE 


If  Memory  Serves  You  Well,  24-year- 
old  singer/songwriter  Serena  Ryder's 
major  label  debut,  a  collection  of 
Canadian  songwriter  classics,  that 
range  from  a  sunny  acoustic  version 
of  Hair  hit  "Good  Morning,  Starshine" 
to  a  honky-tonk  rendition  of  the  Bob 
Dylan  classic  "This  Wheel's  On  Fire," 
all  transformed  to  suit  the  hickory- 
smoked  lushness  of  Serena's  vocals. 
The  Varsity  caught  up  with  the  Cana- 
dian chanteuse  between  the  east  and 
west  coast  legs  of  her  2007  spring 
tour  to  discuss  the  craft  of  song-writ- 
ing, chilling  in  Randy  Bachman's  tour 
bus,  and  why  time  doesn't  exist. 

Vie  Varsity:  Firstly,  do  you  feel  like  it's 
an  odd  choice  to  predominately  fea- 
ture material  from  other  songwriters 
when  you  are  one  yourself,  especially 


for  your  major  label  debut? 

Serena  Ryder:  \  think  it's  important  to 
realize,  and  this  is  something  that 
I've  been  dealing  with  myself,  that 
art  doesn't  belong  to  anybody.  When 
I  write  a  song,  while  at  the  time  I've 
written  it  for  myself,  afterwards  it's  no 
longer  necessarily  about  my  story.  I 
would  never  actually  claim  to  own  any 
of  my  own  music. 

This  record  is  about  paying  hom- 
age to  the  singer-songwriters  that 
who  have  paved  the  way  for  me  to  be 
where  I  am  today  and  where  I'm  going. 
Even  Bob  Dylan  started  out  cover- 
ing Woody  Guthrie  songs  for  the  first 
seven,  eight  years  of  his  career,  you 
know?  There's  a  tendency  today  for 
musicians  to  sound  entirely  unique 
and  this  erases  the  possibility  of  a  real 
connection.  Songs  are  created  when 
an  artist  needs  a  listener  to  know  how 
they're  feeling.  And  how  are  you  sup- 


posed to  do  that  if  you're  trying  to 
be  the  only  one  who's  going  through 
what  you're  going  through  or  sounds 
the  way  you  sound?  We  all  came  from 
somewhere. 

V:  And  where  do  you  see  yourself  in 
that  continuing  tradition? 

SR:  Trying  to  be  as  open  and  honest 
as  possible  in  my  songwriting  process 
and  with  myself.  1  want  to  show  peo- 
ple that  what  we  experience,  we  can 
experience  together,  as  a  culture.  It's 
not  impossible  to  recreate  our  reality. 

V:  On  your  last  tour  you  opened  for 
songster  legends  Randy  Bachman 
and  Burton  Cummings  of  The  Guess 
Who.  Care  to  shed  some  light  on  the 
experience? 

SR:  It  was  pretty  amazing.  I  was 
switching  back  and  forth  from  both 


Serena  Ryder  is  all  smiles  at  the  Drake  Hotel. 

their  buses  for  the  duration  of  the 
tour  Randy's  tour  bus  was  all  about 
waking  up  really  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, seeing  the  sunset  and  like,  having 
organic  coffee.  And  talking  about  the 
history  of  songwriting  and  who  he's 
connected  to  directly-he  loves  song- 
writing so  much.  I  was  blessed  to  be 
able  to  work  with  him  on  a  track  ("Out 
Of  The  Blue")  for  my  album.  And  now 
we  Blackberry  each  other  when  we're 
on  the  road-which  is  so  surreal. 

Burt  is  still  such  a  rock  star  He  also 
looks  great  for  his  age,  which  is  amaz- 


ing considering,  well....  He  was  con- 
stantly telling  stories,  like  "Oh  back 
in  bla-bla-bla,  when  1  was  hanging 
out  with  Jim  Morrison..."  There  are  so 
many  similarities  between  the  genera- 
tion of  musicians  coming  up  and  the 
ones  that  have  passed.  It  was  fascinat- 
ing to  discover  how  it  all  began. 

V:  Do  you  feel  that  there's  something 
to  prove  with  your  album?  Higher 
stakes  perhaps? 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 
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SR:  I  feel  that  by  saying  youYe  trying 
to  prove  something,  there's  a  con- 
notation of  trying  to  change  some- 
one's mind.  And  for  me,  this  record 
doesn't  have  to  convince  anyone  of 
anything.  It's  about  making  them  re- 
alize that  they  have  everything  with 
them  all  of  the  time  and  that  it's  not 
about  effort  or  getting  better  or 
ownership  or  any  of  those  things... 


it's  about. .  .timelessness.  1  don't  be- 
lieve that  time  exists.  I  don't  think 
anyone  else  should. 

Really? 

SR:  Yeah,  1  think  it's  something  that 
we  made  up.  1  mean,  1  don't  believe 
that  time  exists  but  I'm  always  ask- 
ing what  time  it  is.  It's  a  constant 
contradiction. 


Naomi  Skwarna 


Lights  go  up  on  a  woman  standing 
centre-stage  under  a  bare,  flickering 
bulb.  Her  skin  is  a  sallow  grey,  her  lips 
oily  red.  This  is  Sonya,  the  narrator 
and  heroine  of  U  of  T  alum  Hannah 
Moscovitch's  The  Russian  Play. 

Set  in  early  Stalinist  Russia,  the  play 
follows  the  life  of  Sonya  (Michelle 
Monteith),  a  teenage  girl  who  works 
in  the  village  flowershop.  Sonya  is  the 
subject  and  diviner  of  her  own  story, 
shifting  boldly  from  scene  to  scene 
with  a  stage  magician's  confidence. 

Monteith  is  by  turn  seductive  and 
frightening,  childlike  and  haggard, 
and  she  mediates  the  gap  between 
the  audience  and  the  play's  other 
characters  with  incredible  fluidity. 

When  Sonya's  relationship  with 
the  charming  gravedigger  Piotr  falls 
apart,  she  is  forced  to  leave  the  small 
village  of  Vladekstov.  Impoverished 
and  lonely,  she  takes  up  with  the 
wealthy  Kostya.  But  under  the  thumb 
of  the  changing  Soviet  state,  Sonya 
finds  herself  again  abandoned  and 
alone. 

As  Piotr,  Aaron  Willis  is  both  ghost- 
ly and  threateningly  vital.  With  his 
sweet  demeanour,  he  masks  secrets 
he  doesn't  want  Sonya  to  know.  By 


THEATRE  REVIEW 


The  Russian  Play 


Directed  by  Natasha  Mytnowych 


Starring  Michelle  Monteith,  Shaun 
Campbell,  and  Aaron  Willis 


Rating:  VVVW 

contrast,  Shawn  Campbell's  bitter, 
fast-working  Kostya  is  Piotr's  oppo- 
site, although  the  stern  Kostya  is  so 
emotionally  conflicted  that  it  is  im- 
possible not  to  feel  some  empathy  for 
him.  As  he  grows  excruciatingly  at- 
tached to  Sonya,  his  unrequited  love 
moves  him  to  a  terrible  act. 

Moving  from  recollection  to  recre- 
ated memories,  the  play  mimics  old, 
sepia-tinted  films,  with  Sonya  setting 
up  the  reels.  It  is  up  to  her  to  decide 
what  the  audience  will  be  shown,  and 
when.  Ultimately,  she  offers  a  story  of 
love  and  its  bitter  remnants.  Mosco- 
vitch's finely  detailed  story  is  magnifi- 
cently supported  by  the  production. 
Natasha  Mytnowych's  direction  is 
innovative  and  dynamic,  but  she  also 


knows  when  to  let  two  characters 
simply  be  still  with  each  other. 

A  particularly  effective  piece  of 
staging  came  during  one  of  the  final 
moments  of  the  play,  when  Piotr  is 
looking  down  on  Sonya  in  a  prison 
cell.  In  this  deeply  affecting  scene, 
they  realize  that  they  both  still  love 
each  other,  despite  the  circumstances 
that  separated  them  in  the  first  place. 

Using  a  bit  of  theatre  magic,  Myt- 
nowych created  the  illusion  of  Piotr 
looking  down  into  the  belly  of  Sonya's 
cell — Kimberly  Purtell's  vivid  light 
design  suggesting  a  pit  into  which  Pi- 
otr calls.  Sonya  looks  up  into  another 
block  of  light  positioned  over  her,  gaz- 
ing at  where  Piotr  would  be.  He  hands 
her  a  small  piece  of  bread,  which  she 
reaches  up  to  take.  Although  they 
were  beside  each  other  on  stage, 
there  was  never  any  doubt  that  they 
were  separated,  one  above  the  other, 
by  the  pit  that  Sonya  was  trapped  in. 

Although  this  is  your  standard 
"Russian  Play",  within  this  model  is 
an  implication  of  something  more  far- 
reaching.  Maybe  it's  that  Sonya — de- 
spite her  "shit  luck"  as  she  puts  it^ 
was  fortunate  to  have  experienced 
genuine  love  with  Piotr,  transient 
though  it  was,  and  desolate  when  it 
left  her. 
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.  SWAP  IS  AVAILABLE  EXCLUSIVELY  FROM     ■  Have  d  great  lime  and  make  new  friends 


^€  vcnoMies  CAMPUS 


UTM  Student  Centre,  East  Wing 
905-820-1162 


Vi'.it  www.swap.ra  for  your  SWAP  USA 
registration  pack. 


SWAP  I  Working  Hoiidays  lrT\| 


SWAP  IS  A  NOI-hOK-PKOH  1  PKO(jKAM  OH  i  Hb  CANADIAN  h LDtHAi  ION  0^  S I UUEN 1 S. 


VIOLENCE,  GORY 
SCENES.  Nuomr 


JEfFREy  SILVER  =«^fMSm 

www.SOOthemovie.com 

[aOO:  MARCHTO S^OHY-^'tHe'viDEOGAMeI 


^LEGENDARY  fofi 

<(^p  I  e  T  u  ■  <  <•     i,m„iTVu.,o.  I  


I  STARTS  FRIDAY,  MARCH  9™  AT  THEATRES  EVERYWHERE!  1 


IN  THEATRES  AND  IMAX* 


vMrr  www.wAnNERanoscANAOA.cuM 


Stalinist  staging 
succeeds 

In  Soviet  Russia,  this  play  watches  you 


Sonya  (Michelle  Monteith)  and  Kostya  (Shaun  Campbell)  enact  their  own  kind  of  "Russian  Play"  in  Harbourfront  hit.. 
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Censorship  on  and  off  the  court 


JAMIE  MCCALLUM  examines 

the  chances  of  an  openly  gay  athlete 


In  the  wake  of  ex-NBA  player  John  Amaechi's 
coming  out,  former  NBA  star  Tim  Hardaway 
said  some  things  that  he  shouldn't  have. 
His  comments  were  hateful,  ignorant  and 
biting.  For  those  of  you  who  aren't  familiar, 
here's  an  excerpt: 

"First  of  all,  I  wouldn't  want  [Amaechi]  on  my 
team.  You  know,  I  hate  gay  people,  so  I  let  it  be 
known.  1  don't  like  gay  people  and  I  don't  like 
to  be  around  gay  people.  1  am  homophobic.  1 
don't  like  it.  It  shouldn't  be  in  the  world  or  in 
the  United  States." 

The  punishment  came  swiftly  and  decisively 
for  one  of  the  great  point  guards  in  the  game. 
Hardaway  was  fired  from  his  job  as  an  NBA  an- 
alyst, banned  from  the  All-Star  Game  in  Vegas, 
and  suddenly  found  himself  in  everybody's 
bad  books.  Hardaway's  reputation  is  forever 
tarnished.  Decades  and  decades  of  hard  work, 
of  being  an  outstanding  player  and  teammate, 
earning  respect  for  his  work  as  an  NBA  analyst 
after  his  playing  career — all  of  this  was  thrown 
away  in  a  two-minute  homophobic  rant. 


First  of  all,  I  wouldn't  want 
[Amaechi]  on  my  team.  You 
know,  I  hate  gay  people, 
so  I  let  it  be  known.  I  don't 
like  gay  people  and  I  don't 
like  to  be  around  gay 
people.  I  am  homophobic. 
I  don't  like  it.  It  shouldn't 
be  in  the  world  or  in  the 
United  States.  — ^Tim 
Hardaway 


NBA  players  have  always  censored  their 
words.  They  are  often  afraid  to  speak  what  is 
truly  in  their  hearts  and  minds,  afraid  of  mak- 
ing controversial  comments  that  will  create  a 
public  backlash  with  severe  consequences. 
What  happened  to  Tim  Hardaway  will  only 
heighten  that  fear 

Just  like  politicians  and  celebrities,  athletes 
feel  a  lot  of  pressure  to  watch  what  they  say.  In 
this  new  technological  age,  gossip  can  spread 
faster  than  ever  before.  In  the  same  way  that 
politicians  will  always  "say  the  right  thing," 
spouting  safe  sound  bites  to  clamour  for  votes, 
and  in  the  same  way  celebrities  will  rarely  say 
anything  controversial  so  as  not  to  jeopardize 
future  movie  roles,  athletes  must  also  bite  their 
tongues  in  the  interest  of  self-preservation. 

Instead  of  votes  or  movie  roles,  athletes 
struggle  to  stay  on  the  good  side  of  the  media, 
of  the  fans,  of  the  coaching  and  management 
staff,  and,  last  but  not  least,  on  contracts  and 
endorsement  deals.  1  am  definitely  not  insinu- 
ating that  the  bulk  of  NBA  athletes  agree  with 
Tim  Hardaway's  comments — though  there  are 
probably  a  few.  I  am  just  saying  that  one  has  to 
take  the  comments  of  NBA  players  with  a  grain 
of  salt,  because  you  can  never  be  sure  what  is 
driving  and  motivating  them. 

Tiger  Woods  is  a  good  example.  He  is  Nike's 
dream  spokesman.  A  recognizable  face,  an  as- 
tonishing game,  intensity  and  charisma  on  the 
golf  course — and  interviews  that  will  make  you 


fall  asleep.  If  you  watch  him  talk  to  the  media, 
you  will  hear  him  say  a  variation  on  the  same 
thing  every  single  time.  Even  when  faced  with 
tough,  controversial  questions,  he  will  cleverly 
sidestep  in  order  to  not  take  a  side. 

Controversial  comments  such  as  Hardaway's 
alienate  large  segments  of  the  public.  Nike 
wants  Tiger  not  to  alienate  anybody,  thus  sell- 
ing more  products.  Tiger  knows  that  if  he  stays 
neutral,  helping  Nike  sell  more  products  with 
his  bland  attitude,  they  will  keep  the  endorse- 
ment cheques  coming.  See  how  it  works? 

This  is  why,  for  all  of  the  politically  correct, 
seemingly  tolerant,  and  accepting  comments 
by  NBA  players  in  the  wake  of  Amaechi's  sur- 
prise announcement — one  has  to  wonder  if 
some  of  these  players  are  only  thinking  about 
the  bottom  line. 

Let  me  make  myself  clear.  In  no  way  am  I  say- 
ing that  all  of  the  lovey-dovey  talk  is  a  hoax.  1 
truly  believe  that  many  NBA  players,  especially 
those  from  large,  diverse  cosmopolitan  cities, 
would  openly  accept  a  gay  teammate.  Amae- 
chi has  been  quoted  as  saying  that  he  thinks 
Toronto  would  accept  a  gay  NBA  player.  I  read 
a  very  touching  story  about  Andrei  Kirilenko 
(still  playing  for  the  Jazz),  who  was  teammates 
with  Amaechi  when  this  story  happened. 

It  was  New  Year's  Eve,  and  Kirilenko  was 
hosting  a  party.  Sensing  something  in  Amaechi 
that  others  may  not  have,  he  sent  him  a  text 
message  that  Amaechi  later  said  "brought  tears 
to  my  eye."  The  message  read  "Please  come, 
John.  You  are  welcome  to  bring  your  partner,  if 
you  have  one,  someone  special  to  you.  Who  it 
is  makes  no  difference  to  me."  Amaechi  already 
had  plans  and  couldn't  make  it,  but  he  still  sent 
Andrei  a  $500  bottle  of  champaghe  for  his  kind 
gesture.  I  truly  believe  that  there  are  many 
other  current  NBA  players  whose  reaction 
would  mirror  Andrei's.  Conversely,  1  also  feel 
that  there  would  be  many  NBA  players  whose 
reactions  would  be  more  like  Hardaway's  than 
Kirilenko's.  The  U.S.  and  Canada  still  have  a  lot 
to  work  on  in  terms  of  accepting  people  who 
are  different.  Racism  and  homophobia  continue 
to  be  chronic  problems  in  many  parts  of  both 
countries.  Moreover,  the  NBA  locker  room  (not 
that  I've  ever  been  in  one)  is  probably  a  den 
of  alpha-male  machismo.  Not  exactly  the  ideal, 
accepting  environment. 

Amaechi  was  not  a  superstar.  He  never  won 
a  ring,  and  he  was  never  the  top  player  on  his 
team.  But  he  taught  us  something.  He  taught 
us  that  all  types  of  people  play  this  game.  And 
even  in  modern  society,  there  still  exists  some 
pressure  among  NBA  players  to  hide  any  sort 
of  gay  or  effeminate  behaviour,  otherwise 
Amaechi  would  have  come  out  while  still  in  the 
league. 

And  Hardaway's  words  have  also  taught  us 
something.  They  have  taught  us  that  we  have  a 
long  way  to  go  in  our  society  towards  respect 
and  tolerance.  They  also  present  a  conundrum. 
If  NBA  players  were  hesitant  to  appear  homo- 
phobic in  the  public  eye  before  Hardaway's 
comments,  then  they  must  be  scared  out  of 
their  minds  in  the  post-Hardaway  world.  So  it 
is  nearly  impossible  to  gauge  how  an  openly 
gay  NBA  player  would  really  be  accepted  in  the 
locker  room. 

To  be  honest,  I  don't  see  a  current  NBA  player 
coming  out  of  the  closet  in  the  near  future.  But 
there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  a  gay  man 
should  not  have  to  conceal  his  sexual  orienta- 
tion, in  any  company.  Therefore,  1  would  sin- 
cerely hope  that  a  gay  NBA  player  would  have 
the  courage  and  conviction  to  come  out  while 
still  in  the  league.  And  while  I'm  hoping,  let's 
hope  to  see  him  accepted  by  his  teammates  for 
who  he  is. 


While  some  viewed  the  coming-out  of  former  NBA  player  John  Amaechi  (top)  as  a  positive  for  the  game, 
former  NBA  player  Tim  Hardaway  (bottom)  used  it  as  a  platform  for  hate. 
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Women's  Hockey 
in  QUA  Frozen  Four 

After  a  two-week  hiatus,  Women's 
Hockey  (15-5-3-1)  will  take  the  ice 
against  Queen's  (11-11-1-1)  in  an  On- 
tario University  Athletic  semifinal 
match  Saturday  at  Western  Univer- 
sity. 

If  the  second-seeded  Blues  post 
a  victory  over  the  third-seeded 
Golden-Gaels  (14-7-1-2),  they  will 
face  the  winner  of  the  other  semifi- 
nal game  between  Guelph  and  Lau- 
rier  the  following  day.  If  they  post  a 
loss,  they  will  still  play  on  March  11 
in  the  Bronze  medal  match. 

The  Blues  were  named  the  sixth- 
best  team  in  the  nation  by  the  Ca- 
nadian Inter-university  Sport  rank- 
ings, but  are  1-2  this  season  against 
Queen's.  The  last  time  they  faced 
each  other  on  Feb.  4,  Queen's  de- 
feated the  Blues  3-1.  U  of  T  won  the 
previous  game  3-2  in  overtime  Oct. 
29,  but  this  came  a  day  after  they 
were  defeated  by  Queen's  2-1. 

Queen's  made  it  to  the  semis  af- 


ter they  posted  a  3-1  victory  over 
the  visiting  sixth-seed  Waterloo  (8- 
11-3-2)  Saturday.  Forward  Michelle 
Clark-Crumpton,  fourth  in  the 
league  with  23  points,  leads  a  Gold- 
en-Gaels offence  that  is  third  in  the 
OUA  in  goals  scored  per  match  at 
2.91,  and  averages  a  goal  per  power 
play. 

U  of  T  does  have  a  stalwart  be- 
tween the  pipes  in  goalie  Stephanie 
Lockert,  second  in  the  league  in 
both  goals  allowed  per  game  and 
save  percentage,  at  1.44  and  .944, 
respectively.  She  also  led  the  league 
in  shutouts  with  seven  this  year. 

Track  finishes  with  19 
medals,  eight  gold  and  two 
MVPs 

At  the  OUA  Track  and  Field  Cham- 
pionships last  Monday,  U  of  T  took 
home  19  medals:  eight  gold,  three 
silvers  and  eight  bronzes. 

The  Women's  team  finished  third 
overall  with  114  points,  while  the 
Men  placed  fifth  with  74. 

Leading  the  Blues  was  Megan 
Brown,  who  continued  her  amazing 


season  by  setting  a  U  of  T  and  OUA 
championship  record  in  the  wom- 
en's 1500  metre  at  4:19.78.  Brown 
also  anchored  the  4  x  800  m  relay 
team  of  Laura  Elmhurst,  Leane 
Heale  and  Mary  Heine,  which  gar- 
nered a  first-place  finish.  The  wom- 
en's 4  X  400  m  team  of  Heale,  Heine, 
Kate  Rudeiger  and  Tory  Merrill  also 
brought  home  the  gold. 

In  the  men's  events,  Spencer  Mor- 
rison's finished  first  in  the  3000  m, 
while  Mark  Stewart's  8.06  seconds 
was  best  in  the  60  m  hurdles. 

In  field  events,  Suzanne  Fish  and 
Doug  Creighton  swept  pole  vault 
golds,  while  Sarah  Boyle  won  the 
women's  high  jump. 


Stewart  was  named  the  OUA's 
Track  Event  Most  Valuable  Player, 
while  Brown  received  the  Dr.  Wen- 
dy Jerome  trophy,  given  to  Most 
Valuable  Female  Performer  at  the 
league's  championships. 

Robert  Watering 
named  Rowing  coach 

In  what  may  revamp  a  team  that  fin- 
ished sixth  in  this  year's  OUA  cham- 
pionships, U  of  T  rowing  replaced 
departing  four-year  manager  Gary 
Stinson  with  Robert  Watering  Mon- 
day. 

Watering  began  rowing  in  1986  at 
St.  Catherine's,  and  was  a  member 
of  Canada's  Senior  A  team  during 
the  1991  and  1992  World  Rowing 
Championships.  He  began  his  colle- 
giate coaching  career  at  Queen's  in 
2001,  and  under  his  guidance  Wom- 
en's heavyweight  eights  and  dou- 
bles finished  first  in  the  OUA.  Two 
years  later,  he  won  the  Women's 
league  Coach  of  the  Year  award. 

In  2004,  Watering  changed  to  the 
Men's  team,  and  after  numerous 
successes  with  the  lightweight  and 
heavyweight  divisions,  including 


three  titles,  he  won  the  OUA  2004 
and  2006  Men's  Coach  of  the  Year 
award. 

Women's  Volleyball's 
Mila  Miguel  wins  CIS  award 

Fourth-year  hitter  and  two-time 
OUA  all-star  Mila  Miguel  received 
the  2006-07  CIS  Therese  Quigley 
Award,  which  recognizes  excel- 
lence in  volleyball,  academics  and 
community  involvement. 

The  U  of  T  co-captain  averaged 
3.31  kills  and  3.88  points  per  game 
this  season,  all  while  leading  the 
Blues  to  the  final  four  in  the  league 
championship  series.  Miguel  also 
boasts  a  3.25  GPA  while  pursuing 
a  physical  and  health  degree,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Golden  Key  In- 
ternational Honour  Society.  She 
volunteers  at  the  Hospital  for  Sick 
Children  and  was  a  participant  in 
GuluWalk,  a  fundraising  walk  aimed 
at  helping  children  in  Northern 
Uganda. 

Miguel  is  just  the  third  Blue  to 
receive  the  honour,  following  Sar- 
ah Hogarth  in  2000-01  and  Diane 
Campbell  in  1995-96. 


Accountants 


J" 


Certified  Management  Accountants 


As  Treasurer  and  Vice  President  for  Warner  Music  Group,  CIVIA  IVIarIc  A.Smith 

uses  his  unique  range  of  skills  to  help  his  organization  adapt  to  the  rapidly  changing 
rnusic  industry.  Become  a  CMA  and  you'll  have  the  power  to  make  a  difference 
in  an  organization  too.  Youi  training  will  prepare  you  lo  make  sUategic  and  financial 
decisions  that  grow  businesses  -  making  you  an  asset  to  any  employer. 
To  see  what  a  professional  designation  can  do  for  you,  visit  becomeacma.com 


What 
Accounting 
Should  Be 


Certified 

Management 

Accountants 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


•  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

*  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

*  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

»  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

*  internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

•  Teacher  Placement  Service 

•  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 
t  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

J  Oxford 

SEMINARS 

41M24-324(ll1-800-?I9-1779 
www.oxfordsetninars.com 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 
?  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
'  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
:  Simulated  Practice  Exams 
9  Free  Repeat  Policy 

Personal  Tutoring  Available 
«  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

k\mm\\%mm 

www.oxforclseiiiinars.com 


Advertise  in  \k  Varsity 

ads@thevarsity.ca 

416-946-7604 
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This  way 


start  at  Ernst  &  Young,  and  your  career  is 
headed  in  the  right  direction.  With  our 
award-winning  training  programs,  you'll  have 
the  resources  you  need  to  enhance  your 
skills.  It's  an  environment  that  promotes 
your  personal  and  professional  growth  and 
success.  So  there's  only  one  way  to  go-up. 
Visit  us  on  campus  or  at  ey.com/us/careers. 


FQRTUNE^ 

100  BEST 

COMPANIES 


CO 
CZ3 


TOWORKFOR^ 


Audit  •  Tax  •  Transaction  Advisory  Services 

sU  Ernst  &YOUNG 

©  2007  Eknsi  &  YwNfi  lie 

Quality  In  Everything  We  Do 
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DOWNTOWN  TORONTO  (Part  12)  By  Jason  Kieffer 


DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


Maybe  today  Is  the  day  I 
meet  the  love  of  my  life, 
but  ONLY  1f  I  go  to  the 
supermarket,  because  that's 
where  she  1s! 


I  should  get 
some  frlggln' 
groceries! 


I  thought  we  decided 
"true  love"  could 
apply  to  more  than  one 
person!  i 

.,0h,  we  / 


BUT  -  maybe  she's  not  at  the  grocery  store. 
Maybe  she's  nearby,  and  by  going  to  the 
grocery  store,  I'd  miss  her  and  we'd  never 
meet!    Maybe  I'm  sabotaging  my  future  RIGHT 
\  /T'^      NOW  as  I  speak! 


MAYBE  YOU  ARE, 


(c)  2007  Ryan  North 


ITCH  By  Daniel  Kaell 


But  THEN  I  realized  I  can  probably 
love  one  lady  more  than  another. 
Rank  them  by  happiness  and  you've 
got  my  best  match,  my  "true  love", 
right  at  the  top! 

But  that 
'  depends  on 
knowledge 
you  could 
never  have 
It  just  means 
^that  you'll  be 

LJ5arano1d 
you' re 
not  full 
potential 
nappy  with 
^jour^weeri^ 


M>M.  qwAncz.cani 
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HELP  WANTED 


SUMMER  CAMP  NORTH 
OF  MONTREAL: 

Hiring  instructors  for  in-line  si<ate  park, 
high  ropes/climbing,  waterski,  wind- 
surf,  sailing,  canoeing,  i<ayaking,  swim, 
tennis,  basketball,  soccer,  gymnastics, 
archery,  football,  baseball,  pottery  arts 
&  crafts,  beads/jewelry,  jazz  dance, 
electric  guitar,  drama  director,  female 
jr.  section  head,  and  nursing  students  to 
assist  camp  doctor,  www.mishmar.com, 
camp@mishmar.com 

MARRIED  COUPLES  WANTED 

University  of  Toronto  research  study 
looking  for  married  couples  who  have 
lived  in  Canada  for  at  least  10  years  to 
complete  questionnaires  about  their 
relationship.  Session  takes  approx. 
1  hour  and  pays  $20.  To  volunteer 
phone  416-978-3210  or  email  uoftmar- 
riagestudy@hotmail.com 

DID  YOU  KNOW...? 

Every  little  girl  is  born  with  40,000  ovarian 
eggs.  During  her  lifetime,  only  a  few  eggs 
will  ever  be  used.  A  professional  couple 
is  looking  for  a  compassionate,  young, 
healthy  woman  to  donate  a  few  of  her 
many  eggs  to  help  fulfill  our  dreams  of 
having  a  baby  We  very  much  hope  your 
are  this  woman!  If  so,  please  contact: 
pat@soft-infertility.com  Thank  you  for 
helping  make  our  dreams  come  true. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 

Self  motivated  student  to  place  post- 
ers up  around  campus,  good  pay 
plus  bonus.  ESL  students  welcome. 
Details:  416-280-6113. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


CARNEGIE  HALL  AWARD-WINNER 

Announces  vocal  lessons  at  all  levels. 
A.R.C.T.  holder-Royal  Conservatory  of 
Music,  Toronto.  Acclaimed  reviews.  Con- 
tact C.  Leslie  416-966-7844, 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

PICKUP  &  GO  MOVING  4U 

One  Man  One  Pickup  Truck  $25.00 
per  hr  +  (2  hour  minimum).  Last 
minute  OK  24/7  Steve  Cell  416  994- 
7245. 

PC  COMPUTER  SERVICE 

Free  estimate.  25%  discount  for  U  of  T 
students.  Repairs  and  upgrades  at  your 
home.  Microtronics  co.  Phone:  416-423- 
6069,  Cell:  416-669-5700 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help 
with  all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in 
resumes,  applications,  and  appeals. 
Call  416-960-9042.  Email:  customessay@ 
bellnet.ca.  Online:  customessay.com 


TUTORING 


PRIVATE  MATH  TUTOR 

PhD  in  Mathematics,  many  years  expe- 
rience teaching,  tutoring  mathematics 
to  Ontario  high  school  and  university 
students.  Individual  tutoring,  very  close 
to  subway.  416-452-0279. 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)-785- 


EDITING 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  COPY 
EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and 
dissertations,  from  style  to  format. 
APA,  MLA  and  McGill  styles  are  speci- 
alities. Mary  Anne  Carswell,  MA,  MEd, 
mcarswell@svmpatico.ca ,  416-303-3106. 
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VARSITY  CLASSIFIEDS  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for 
non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of 
BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail, 
phone,  or  email.  DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


BROWN  makes  the 
difference  for  you, 
so  that  you  con  do 
the  same  for  others. 


Now  that  you've  graduated  with  a  degree  in  Psychology  or  Sociology,  you  may 
be  looking  for  an  opportunity  to  develop  an  area  of  specialization.  Our  postgraduate 
and  fast-track  programs  take  your  theoretical  knowledge  and  lets  you  apply  it  in 
a  hands-on  learning  environment.  With  our  wide  range  of  agency  and  community 
contacts,  you'll  gain  experience  in  the  field  that  leads  to  jobs  -  90%  of  our 
graduates  get  a  job  within  six  months.  Visit  us  online  to  sign  up  for  an  information 
session  today,  and  we'll  get  you  ready  to  make  a  difference. 


To  register  for  your  information  session, 
go  to  georgebrown.ca/infosessions 
For  program  information, 
go  to  georgebrown.ca/postgrad 
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UTSC  split  by  election  tumult 


Karen  Ho 

VARSITY  STAFF  

Student  leaders  at  SCSU  are  crying 
foul  over  perceived  meddling  from 
SAC  staffers  after  the  results  of  the 
recent  election  were  scrapped  at  a 
board  meeting  last  Friday. 

At  print  time,  the  Scarborough 
Campus  Students'  Union  will  have 
no  elected  executives  for  the  2007- 
2008  year.  No  President,  VP  aca- 
demics, VP  external,  or  VP  students 
and  equity.  The  organization  got  to 
this  point  after  the  board  decided 
not  to  ratify  a  report  by  the  Elec- 
tion Committee  containing,  among 
other  things,  the  recommendation 
that  candidate  Alexandra  Rascanu 
be  disqualified.  Rascanu  is  one  of 
U  of  T's  newly-elected  Governing 
Council  Student  representatives 
and  is  currently  SCSU  VP  opera- 
tions. 

One  of  four  candidates  running 
for  SCSU  president,  Rascanu  won 
the  most  votes  in  the  recent  student 
election,  with  a  31-vote  lead  against 
opponent  and  current  VP  academ- 
ics Rob  Wulkan.  In  the  process, 
though,  he  incurred  nine  strikes 
for  offences  such  as  negative  cam- 
paigning, illegal  club  endorsement, 
and  oversized  campaign  materials. 

Despite  having  successfully  ap- 
pealed four  of  them,  the  remaining 
five  strikes  were  more  than  enough 
for  a  disqualification,  which  under 
SCSU  policy  only  requires  three. 

Upon  the  board  of  directors 
meeting  whereby  the  Elections 
Committee's  recommendations 
would  be  ratified,  Rascanu  showed 
up  to  the  meeting  with  Vlad  Glebov, 
SAC  VP  UTM  and  Shaila  Kibria,  for- 
mer SAC  VP  students  and  equity — 
both  students  who  would  prove 
vocal  in  their  support  of  Rascanu 
and  of  voting  against  ratifying  the 
EC  reccomendations.  Many  other 
students  and  candidates  were  also 
present. 

With  the  subject  of  the  EC  report 
the  first  topic  of  discussion  regard- 
ing new  business,  it  was  soon  ap- 
parent that  the  room  was  sharply 
divided  between  supporters  of 
Wulkan,  who  favoured  ratifying  the 
EC  report,  and  Rascanu  backers 
who  were  opposed . 

The  vote  that  took  place  at  the 
meeting,  would  have,  in  effect,  had 
the  board  choose  whether  to  elect 
Wulkan  president,  current  Vice- 
Chair  Jemy  Joseph  as  VP  academ- 
ics, current  social  sciences  direc- 
tor Chris  Smith  as  VP  external,  and 
Ahmad  Jaballah  as  VP  students 
and  equity. 

Many  in  Rascanu's  camp  argued 
over  various  points  in  the  report 
concerning  both  the  validity  of 
the  election  and  the  strikes  issued 
against  Rascanu,  claiming  that  they 
showed  unfairness  overall. 

Several  attempts  were  made  by 

SEE  SCSU  ROW  -  PG  6 


MONDAY,  MARCH  12, 2007 


VARSITY  NEWS 


news@thevarsity.ca 


HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Your  student  centre! 

West  Ealrancc 

$5  Buck  Lunch 

UofT  Positive  Space 
In  the  Great  Hall.  March  14th,  2007 
11:45  -2:00PM 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1:30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  We'll  take  you  on  a  virtual  tour  of  the 
music,  theatre  and  visual  arts  venues  on  campus  and 

help  you  explore  UofT's  vibrant  arts  scene. 
Drop  in  for  coffee  &  cookies,  meet  new  people  and 
find  out  how  you  can  get  involved  on  campus. 


DINNER  SERIES 

With  special  guest  Helen  Walsh  (President, 
Couchiching  Institute  on  Public  Affairs.) 
Enjoy  fabulous  food  &  listen  to  a 
stimulating  speaker.  March  1 4th. 
www.uofttix.ca  or  41 6.978.8849. 


MICHAEL  REDHILL 
READING 
WITH  SALLY  GIBSON 

join  Michael  as  he  explores  excerpts  from  his 
new  book  "Consolation" 
March  15th  at  7:00PM  in  the  East  Common  Room 


IN  THE  jUSTINA  M. 
BARNICKE  GALLERY 

The  Camera  Club's  85th  Annual  Exhibition  of 
Photographs  and  the  Art  Committee's 
Hart  House  Art  Competition. 
Free.  Runs  until  March  20. 


Hart  House  Lecture 
ONE  NATION  UNDER 
GOOGLE 

Citizenship  in  the  Technological  Republic 

with  Professor  Darin  Barney 
March  22nd  at  7:30PM 
Tickets  are  free  but  must  be  reserved  at 
www.uofttix.ca  or  4 1 6.978.8849 


EAT  IN  THE 
ARBOR  ROOM  AGAIN! 

Come  in  to  Hart  House  again  for  your 
morning  coffee,  a  quick  bite  to  eat,  or  drinks  with 
friends.  Sammy's  Student  Exchange 
in  the  Arbor  Room  is  NOW  OPEN! 


For  more  Hart  House  events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 


Armborst  slate  sweeps  SAC 


The  unofficial  results  of  this  year's  elections  are  in  for 
SAC  (soon  to  be  known  as  UTSU),  and  on  top  of  sweep- 
ing the  left-leaning  Your  Team  ticket  into  power  in  2007- 
2008,  students  also  voted  in  favour  of  the  two  referenda 
attached  to  the  ballot. 

Each  referendum  will  add  a  levy  to  the  student  union 
fees  paid  by  all  students.  Thirty  cents  from  each  student 
will  go  to  funding  the  Student  Refugee  Program,  which 
supports  displaced  students  from  abroad  continuing 
their  university  education  in  Canada.  A  25-cent  levy  will 
fund  Bike  Chain,  U  of  T's  student-run  free  bike  repair 
service,  which  opened  last  year. 

Your  Team  candidate  Andrea  Armborst,  last  year's  VP 
internal,  nabbed  the  chairperson  slot,  with  fellow  Your 
Team  members  Dave  Scrivener  (external),  Sandy  Hud- 
son (equity),  Faraz  Siddiqui  (internal  and  services),  Mi- 
chael Hay  (university  affairs),  and  Ahmad  Khan  (UTM) 
filling  out  the  rest  of  the  executive. 

The  New  Deal  ticket,  whose  campaign  was  run  by  con- 
troversial 2004-05  SAC  VP  Sam  Rahimi,  failed  to  win  a 
single  position.  Rahimi  has  stated  he  intends  to  appeal 
the  results.  The  Your  Team  campaign  was  aided  by  an- 
other former  SAC  VP  external  and  political  provocateur, 
Alex  Artful-Dodger. 

A  large  percentage  of  the  ballots— around  11  per  cent 
for  each  VP  position — were  spoiled,  leading  chief  re- 
turning officer  Eric  Newstad  to  speculate  that  many  stu- 
dents were  more  interested  in  the  referenda  than  in  the 
SAC  elections.  Students  who  only  wanted  to  vote  on  the 


referenda  were  also  given  ballots  for  the  VP  elections 
perhaps  prompting  voters  to  spoil  them.  About  3,300 
students  voted  for  the  VP  positions  and  the  referenda 
during  the  March  7-9  voting  period,  putting  voter  turn- 
out at  under  ten  per  cent. 
-BEN  SPURR 

For  full  election  results, 
see  www.uoftsac.ca 


ll%kZ  CHAIRPERSON  RESULTS 


i^ndrea  Armborst  46% 
1,553  vote% 


Spoiled  11% 
365  vofes 


Andrew  Maday  204t 
6S6  rotes 


Senailtnan  22% 


Film  fights  for 
Filipino  women's 
rights 


Amy  Smithers 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


"In  nature  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
purple  rose.  They  are  cultivated  for 
the  enjoyment  of  the  elite  few,"  said 
Joy  Sioson,  the  chair  of  the  Philippine 
Women  Centre  of  Ontario.  For  a  new 
campaign,  the  purple  rose  represents 
the  use  of  Filipino  women  as  com- 
modities to  be  bought  and  sold  in  the 
brutal  underworld  of  sex  trafficking. 

Like  the  designer  rose,  women 
from  the  Philippines  are  reguarly 
moulded — physically  and  mental- 
ly— to  fit  the  desires  of  their  buyers. 
For  example,  the  Phillipines  are  the 
only  predominantly  Christian  Asian 
country,  and  many  men  troll  websites 
trafficking  Filipino  girls  they  feel  are 
likely  to  honour  traditional  Christian 
family  values. 


On  Thursday  evening,  a  concerned 
group  gathered  to  view  Say  I  Do,  a 
documentary  chronicling  the  experi- 
ences of  Filipino  mail-order  brides. 
The  event  was  one  of  many  put  on  by 
the  Philippine  Women  Centre  of  On- 
tario, in  conjunction  with  Concerned 
Students  of  POL  108  and  SAC,  as  part 
of  the  Purple  Rose  Campaign,  an  in- 
ternational movement  against  the 
sex  trafficking  of  Filipino  women  and 
children. 

"A  lot  of  [the  men]  have  been  di- 
vorced and  don't  want  to  go  through 
that  again,  and  they  know  divorce  is 
not  acceptable  [in  the  Filipino  cul- 
ture]," said  SAC  VP  student  life  Ca- 
mille  Cendana.  "It's  this  perception  of 
the  Philippine  women  that  drives  the 
industry." 

The  websites  in  North  America  are 


privately  run,  and  connected  with  re- 
cruitment centres  in  the  Philippines. 

"They  arrange  tours  to  the  Phil- 
lipines and  also  operate  a  group  of 
women  you  can  meet  while  you're 
there,"  said  Sioson. 

Some  men  will  write  letters  to  ten 
or  more  girls  a  year.  They  then  book 
a  tour  to  meet  each  of  them  and  de- 
cide which  potential  wife  they  would 
like  to  sponsor.  The  immediate  prob- 
lem with  Canadian  law  is  that  there  is 
no  limit  to  the  number  of  women  one 
man  can  sponsor. 

"There's  no  way  for  the  women  to 
screen  the  men,  to  find  out  that  the 
man  has  already  sponsored  three 
wives,"  Sioson  adds. 

Roughly  one  in  nine  Filipinos  cur- 
rently live  abroad,  sending  home  a 
total  of  US$12  billion  in  remittances 
each  year.  The  increasing  influence  of 
globalization  has  made  the  Phillipine 
people  themselves  some  of  the  most 
valuable  exports  that  the  country  has 
to  offer. 

"Ultimately  the  problem  is  so  much 
bigger  than  mail-order  brides,"  said 
Francis  Kiromera,  a  member  of  the 
Concerned  Students  of  POL  108,  a 
class  that  took  it  upon  themselves 
to  expose  this  issue  to  the  campus 
community.  "It  seems  overwhelming, 
but  one  must  try  to  support  the  little 
groups  and  NGOs  to  make  a  differ- 
ence one  step  at  a  time." 


irMni(«ii*z^ii:*ii 


THE  POWER  OF  THE  SUN 

A  film,  lecture  and  discussion  with 

Dr.  Walter  Kohn 

]  998  Nobel  Laureate  in  Chemistry 
Professor  of  Physics,  Emeritus  and  Research  Professor 
University'  of  California,  Santa  Barbara 

A  scientific  nfiorality  tale,  The  Power  of  the  Sun  explores  the  search  for 
economical,  clean  and  safe  energy  sources  to  replace  diminishing 
cheap  fossil  fuels,  while  global  demands  continue  to  grow  rapidly. 

Tuesday,  March  1 3. 2007  •  3:00  p.m. 

J.J.R.  MacLeod  Auditorium.  Medical  Sciences  Building 

I  King's  College  Circle 

Free  Admission  •  General  Seating 

Contact  receptn@chem.utoronto.ca  for  more  information. 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


» Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

( Proven  TesMaking  Strategies 

t  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

t  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

» Simulated  Practice  Exams 

t  Free  Repeat  Policy 

>  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

» Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


Presented  by  the  Department  of  Chemislrj',  tiie  Department  of 
Physics,  the  Centre  for  Environment,  and  the  Centre  for 
Intemational  Health  at  the  University  of  Toronto. 


Oxford  Seminars 

wyw.oxforclseniinars,coiii 
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Left  to  right,  Noora  Salim,  a  Masters  student  at  the  University  of  Reading,  England,  Kathryn  Gandolfo  and  Taso  Giannopoulos,  two  undergrads  from  MIT,  signal  their 
offers  to  other  traders  during  the  open  outcry  competition  at  the  Rotman  International  Trading  Competition  last  Friday. 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


After  a  weak  morning  session,  the  Rotman 
School  of  Business  stock  market  was  ex- 
ceeding all  expectations  last  Friday  after- 
noon. And  though  the  action  was  simulated, 
the  traders  were  playing  for  real  money — 


$20,000  in  cash  prizes,  spread  out  over  sev- 
eral competitions. 

"I  just  went  long  the  whole  time.  I  made 
a  killing,"  said  Reagan  Richards,  from  the 
Villanova  School  of  Business,  outside  Phila- 
delphia. 

He  and  67  other  traders  had  just  finished 
jostling  elbows  inside  a  simulated  trading 


pit  at  the  fourth  annual  Rotman  Internation- 
al Trading  Competition.  The  tournament 
brought  34  schools  from  Canada,  the  U.S. 
and  as  far  afield  as  China  and  Australia. 

The  torrid  traders  were  bidding  on  a  fu- 
tures contract — essentially  guessing  the 
future  value  of  a  fluctuating  stock  "bench- 
mark," which  simulated  a  real  stock  mar- 


ket. 

"Seeing  the  fear  and  emotion  on  the  face 
of  the  traders  helps  them  understand  what 
drives  prices,"  explained  James  Jablonski,  a 
seasoned  ex-trader  and  the  academic  men- 
tor of  the  Villanova  team. 

"It's  a  zero-sum  game,"  he  cautioned — or 
taunted.  "For  every  dollar  lost  there's  a  dol- 
lar gained." 

In  one  room,  two  members  of  each  team 
scanned  a  simulated  news  wire  for  tips  that 
might  spook  or  cheer  investors.  They  then 
relayed  this  information  to  their  partners 
on  the  floor,  through  an  elaborate  system  of 
waves  and  hand  signals. 

During  "bull  runs,"  when  the  index 
climbed,  the  traders'  intensity  would  reach 
a  deafening  roar;  during  "bear  runs,"  the 
pit  would  go  quiet  as  troubled  traders  pon- 
dered their  next  move. 

But  the  pit  is  not  likely  to  play  a  role  in 
their  future  money-making  endeavours. 

"Outcry  pits  are  being  phased  out,"  ex- 
plained Kevin  Mak,  who  manages  Rotman's 
financial  research  and  trading  lab,  and  who 
served  as  one  of  the  referees  on  the  hec- 
tic trading  floor.  "Nowadays  everyone  just 
trades  on  computers." 

Another  change:  this  year,  far  more  of  the 
traders  were  women,  Mak  remarked. 

According  to  Cari  Lynn,  author  of  2004's 
Leg  the  Spread,  a  cheeky  take  on  the  trad- 
ing pits,  three  kinds  of  women  go  into  pit 
trading.  There's  the  women  who  are  out  to 
land  a  rich  husband,  the  so-called  "tough 
women"  who  Lynn  calls  as  profane  as  truck- 
ers, and  the  genuinely  successful  ones,  who 
earn  their  stripes  through  wit,  sweat,  and 
by  steadfastly  standing  their  ground  against 
the  chauvinists. 

"Women  are  said  to  be  more  risk-averse," 
said  Maureen  Farley,  a  third-year  from  Vil- 
lanova, whose  team  was  half  female.  "But 
there  are  some  women  who  are  every  bit  as 
aggressive  as  men." 

"I'm  used  to  it.  All  of  my  friends  are  guys," 
said  Kathryn  Gandolfo,  a  third-year  on 
MIT's  team,  and  one  of  the  loudest  voices 
in  the  pit. 


Scarborough  cop  talk 

Community  group  talks  about  dealing  with  the  cops 


Gus  Constantinou 

SATELLITE  CAMPUS  BUREAU  CHIEF 


"Do  you  have  a  legitimate  reason  to  be  here?" 

It's  a  question  that  can  often  lead  to  misun- 
derstanding or  confrontation,  especially  in 
the  context  of  power  relations  between  police 
and  youth.  It  prompted  the  Black  Community 
Police  Consultative  Committee  roundtable 
discussion  on  UTSC  campus  last  Wednesday. 
The  discussion's  aim  was  to  get  feedback  from 
students  and  the  community  about  the  major 
issues  in  the  city  through  BCPCC — a  volun- 
teer organization  that  works  as  a  community 
liaison  with  the  Toronto  Police. 

John  O'Dell,  one  of  the  committee's  co- 
chairs,  has  experienced  such  touchy  situa- 
tions himself. 

"1  get  pulled  over,  too,  but  it's  important  to 
never  get  angry,  so  that  an  innocent  situation 
gets  worse,"  he  said. 

O'Dell  said  that  Toronto  Police  in  fact,  re- 
ceive diversity  training  to  defuse  such  situ- 
ations. Both  O'Dell  and  Staff  Superintendent 
Peter  Sloly,  the  second  co-chair,  were  quite 
explicit  on  the  need  for  all  citizens  to  educate 
themselves  on  their  rights  and  to  know  how 
to  properly  file  a  complaint  should  police  of- 
ficers overstep  their  bounds. 

"You  should  be  able  to  get  their  name  and 
badge  number.  That  is  mandatory.  If  you  can, 
get  a  police  number  date,  time,  and  location  of 
the  incident.  Police  officers  even  have  visible 
name  badges  for  such  incidents,"  explained 
O'Dell. 

Sloly  added  that  he  encourages  usage  of  the 
complaint  system. 

"But,  like  all  things,"  he  added,  "use  it,  don't 
abuse  it." 

Sloly  was  the  first  to  admit  that  power  dy- 


The  Black  Community  Police  Consultative  Committee 
visited  UTSC  last  week. 


namics  between  Toronto  Police  and  young 
people,  particularly  those  of  colour,  have  in- 
deed been  difficult.  He  assured  the  audience 
that  he  was  "working  to  reduce  the  number  of 
negative  incidents  regarding  the  police.  They 
do  happen.  But  if  we  reduce  the  negative  in- 
stances, it  will  hopefully  take  the  urban  leg- 
end [aspect]  out  of  police  violence  and  ease 
the  confrontation  problem." 

He  also  took  pains  to  say  that  negative  con- 
frontations also  "work  both  ways." 

The  discussion  turned  to  gun  violence. 
The  suburb  of  Scarborough  has  received  in- 
creased media  attention,  including  proclama- 
tions by  CityTV  and  the  Toronto  Sun  that  2006 
was  the  "summer  of  the  gun." 

Lekan  Thomas,  a  member  of  the  anti-vio- 
lence campaign  1  Will  Not  Be  A  Target,  re- 
marked that,  while  the  record  on  police  vio- 
lence is  not  perfect,  "there  is  a  greater  threat 
amongst  those  from  within  the  community, 
with  no  gun  training,  than  risk  from  police. 
The  police  won't  have  'fun'  with  guns." 
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Is  Your  Solution! 


PACKING  SUPPLIES 


WE  PICKUP 


5p 


WE  STORE  IT 


c 


WE  DELIVER 


P 


One  Click  Does  It  All 

Pack  Your  Stuff  and  Relax 


www.UNIVERSITYBOXES.ca 


or  give  us  a  call  at  416.270.0798 
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ASTHMA  RESEARCH  STUDY 

Primary  Care  Lung  Clinic  is  currently  seeking  asthma 
patients,  age  12  and  older,  to  take  part  in  a  clinical  trial. 

Qualified  participants  will  receive  study-related 
investigational  medication  and  exams  at  no  cost  and 
compensation  for  time  and  travel. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  asthma  research, 
please  call 

Primary  Care  Lung  Clinic 
Phone  Number  (416)  652-9336 


Travelling  This  Summer? 


•  Canada's  lowest  airfares 
for  students 

•  Exclusive  selection  of 
student  travel  options 

It's  that  simple. 


Here's  what  we  hope  you  understand...  you  own  us.  Surprised? 
Don't  be.  Basically  what  it  means  is  that  our  business  mandate  is  to 
mai<e  sure  that  we  offer  students  the  best  deals  available.  We  have 
over  35  years  of  experience  at  this  and  if  you  want  to  save  money 
and  be  able  to  choose  from  Canada's  largest  selection  of  student 
travel  products,  come  and  see  us  first. 


187  College  St  (416)  979-2406 

UTSC  Student  Centre  Suite  149 
(416)  283-0009 

UTM  Student  Centre,  East  Wing 
(90S)  820-1162 


niRAVELCinS 

Canada's  Student  Travel  Experts 

www.travelcuts.com 

1-888-FLY-CUTS  (359-2887) 


HiLLEL  OF  GREATER 

Toronto  Presents 


FASHION  SHOW 


A  Fashion  for  Passion  Event^ 

Sunday,  March  25  2007 

Doors  open  at  7/Starts  at  7:30 
@  Six  Degrees  Club 
2335  YONGE  St.  TORONTO 
FOR  INFO:  orly@hilleltoronto.org 

TO  BUY  TICKETS  U\6  913  2LZh 

Students  $5  General  Admission  10$ 
DOOR  $10 

a  nicht  of  Sweat -Free  Fashion  and  Mijsic 
Featuring- 
Unique  fashion  show  with 
No  Sweat  apparel  and 
israeli  fashion  designers 
Silent  Auction  with  sweat-free  items 
Live  Music 
BELLY  Dancing  Show 
Hip  hop  Dance  troupe 
after  Party 


Tart  of  the  proceeds  go  to  SAVE  A  CHILD'S  HEART 
Hillel  of  Greater  Toronto  I     njd  I^FEDER^MION 


//  STUDENTS  SING  FAITH  CENTRE'S  PRAISES 


The  35-strong  U  of  T  Gospel  Choir 
practices  in  the  newly  opened 
Multi-Faith  Centre  on  Friday. 

Located  on  the  second  floor  of 
the  Koffler  Institute  off  Spadina 
Crescent,  the  series  of  bookable 
spaces — which  include  an  ablu- 
tion room  for  cleansing  before 
prayer,  a  meditation  room  featur- 
ing a  "green  wall,"  and  a  kitchen 
with  an  adjacent  sitting  space — 


was  renovated  over  the  past  year, 
at  a  cost  of  $2.2  million. 

Each  of  the  rooms  is  sound- 
proofed and  features  large  mov- 
able doors,  creating  a  safe  self- 
contained  space  for  the  groups  of 
students  inside,  explained  Dawn 
Britten,  of  the  Centre  for  Com- 
munity Partnerships,  which  over- 
sees the  space.  She  said  that  over 
the  last  few  weeks  since  the  cen- 


tre opened,  students  have  been 
slowly  discovering  the  place,  and 
bookings  are  on  the  rise. 

"We  just  moved  over  here.  It 
just  beautiful,"  remarked  Rhon- 
da Toussaint,  the  U  of  T  Gospel 
Choir's  treasurer,  drawing  a  stark 
comparison  with  the  group's  pre- 
vious haunts  in  the  Koffler  build- 
ing above  the  U  of  T  Bookstore. 
— MIKEGHENU 


Mob  gives  minister 
Bentley  the  slip 


Megan  Hall 


Shaila  Kibria,  a  former  VP  at  SAC,  unloads 
a  box  of  "pink  slips"  outside  minister 
Chris  Bentley  on  Bay  Street  last  Thursday, 
at  the  CFS's  student  "Day  of  Anger." 


Around  200  students  gathered 
outside  the  offices  of  the  Ministry 
of  Training,  Colleges,  and  Univer- 
sities last  Thursday  to  "fire"  minis- 
ter Chris  Bentley. 

At  12:30  p.m.,  the  crowd  marked 
the  one-year  anniversary  of  the 
McGuinty  government's  lifting  of 
the  tuition  freeze  with  a  two-min- 
ute noise  frenzy  using  horns,  pots, 
and  drums. 

"Hey  Bentley,  you're  fired!  You 
said  fees  would  go  no  higher!"  one 
of  their  chants  went. 

"Bentley  has  failed  our  stu- 
dents," said  part-time  student 
Shane  Milne.  "He's  supposed  to  be 
a  public  servant.  We  want  the  fees 
reduced  and  frozen." 

Milne  and  other  students  from  U 
of  T,  Ryerson,  York  University,  and 
George  Brown  College  proceeded 
to  deliver  boxes  stuffed  with  more 
than  5,000  pink  slips  booting  Bent- 
ley. Each  slip  contained  a  signed 
pledge  from  a  student  vowing  to 
vote  for  "a  candidate  who  prom- 


ises  to  reduce  tuition  fees  and 
student  debt,  and  increase  gov- 
ernment funding  for  colleges  and 
universities"  in  the  next  provincial 
election. 

The  Day  of  Anger  grew  out  of  the 
CFS's  national  Day  of  Action  last 
month.  Student  leaders  have  been 
canvassing  students  and  amass- 
ing these  signed  slips  ever  since 
then. 

Ontario  Chairperson  of  the  Ca- 
nadian Federation  of  Students  Jes- 
se Greener  rallied  the  crowd. 

"We  want  a  minister  who  re- 
flects the  desires  of  the  students," 
he  shouted. 

In  a  press  release,  Bentley  tout- 
ed the  60,000  tuition  grants  for 
low-  and  middle-income  students 
created  last  year.  He  also  noted 
that  enrollment  at  Ontario  col- 
leges and  universities  has  risen  22 
per  cent  on  his  watch. 

The  CFS  has  retorted  that  for  ev- 
ery dollar  the  provincial  govern- 
ment invests  in  financial  aid  for 
students,  it  will  "claw  back"  $1.30 
through  higher  tuition  fees. 


Money  burning  a  hole  in  U  of  M  engineers'  pockets 


Engineering  students  at  the  University  of  Manitoba  have  spoken:  their 
tuition  fees  are  too  low! 

In  a  landslide  430-239  referendum  vote,  the  engineers  at  the  uni- 
versity voted  to  ask  the  university  to  raise  their  tuition  fees  by  up  to  40 
per  cent,  in  order  to  rescue  their  bankrupt  department.  The  results  of 
the  referendum  are  non-binding,  but  dean  of  Engineering  Dr  Douglas 
Ruth,  along  with  64  per  cent  of  U  of  M's  roughly  1,200  engineering 
undergrads  want  the  school's  Board  of  Governors  and  Manitoba's  Min- 
ister of  Advanced  Education  and  Training  to  approve  the  hike,  which 


would  break  the  province's  seven-year-old  tuition  freeze, 
"We're  about  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  in  the  hole,"  said  Ruth  in  a 

presentation  to  students  earlier  this  month.  He  warned  undergrads  and 

alumni  that  if  the  Faculty  of  Engineering  loses  its  accreditation  due  to 

shrinking  budgets  and  declining  quality,  the  value  of  all  their  degrees 

would  drop  sharply. 
"If  things  do  not  improve,  we're  probably  looking  at  a  time  frame  of 

four  to  five  years  before  we  have  serious  repercussions,"  he  said. 

-ANDR^  B0VEE-6EGUN 


THAT'S  ALL  THE  VARSITY  IS  ASKING 
FROM  FULL-TIME  STUDENTS. 


VOTE  'YES'  TO  GIVING  YOUR  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SOME  BADLY-NEEDED  FUNDING! 


•  THE  VARSITY  currently  has  one  of  the  lowest  student  levies  of  any  campus  publication  in  Canada, 
although  we  have  the  highest  circulation.  Founded  in  1880,  we're  this  country's  oldest  student 
newspaper 

•  With  a  levy  of  $1.25  per  full-time  student,  we  receive  one-tenth  as  much  money  from  students  as 
other  student-run  publications  in  the  country  that  have  only  half  as  many  readers  as  we  do,  but  that 
get  $4-$10  per  student 

•  The  amount  we  receive  has  not  changed  in  over  25  years,  nor  has  it  increased  to  reflect  the  rate  of 
inflation 

•  Because  this  levy  is  our  only  dependable  source  of  revenue,  THE  VARSITY  has  shrunk  to  half  the 
size  it  was  only  a  decade  ago 

•  We've  had  to  cut  some  of  our  services  to  the  university  community,  such  as  our  free  events  listings 
for  campus  groups 

•  This  year,  we  cut  our  budget  by  $17,000 — but  we're  still  short  on  funds 

•  Without  a  higher  student  levy,  THE  VARSITY  will  face  a  serious  funding  shortage 


THE  VARSITY'S  LEVY:  $1.25  (Unchanged  since  the  '70s) 
WHAT  WE'RE  ASKING:  An  additional  $1.25  (In  honour  of  our  125*'^  anniversary) 
THE  TOTAL:  $2.50  (tied  to  the  rate  of  inflation) 

We  want  to  keep  providing  the  outstanding  news,  commentary,  and  review  that 
U  of  T  students  have  come  to  expect.  So  much  so,  that  IF  STUDENTS  VOTE  'YES,'" 
WE  WILL  PUBLISH  f/?£f  LISTINGS  FOR  ALL  U  OF  T  CAMPUS  GROUPS  AND  CLUBS! 

VOTE  'YES'  TO  A  LEVY  INCREASE  —  VOTE  'YES'  TO  THE  VARSTTY! 

Cast  your  vote:  MARCH  21-22 
at  voting  stations  on  all  three  campuses 

(stay  tuned  for  locations!) 
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Rascanu  et  al.  defeat  attempts  to  ratify 
election  results 


Susie  Vavrusa,  the  chair  of  SCSU's  Board  of  Directors,  reviews  Roberts'  Rules  of  Order 
during  a  break  at  Friday's  meeting.  The  board  moved  to  dismiss  the  results  of  the 
recent  student  union  election,  meaning  that  it  must  be  re-run. 


SCSU  ROW  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

these  backers  to  launch  appeals  to 
the  EC  decisions  regarding  Rasca- 
nu's  offenses. 

Various  contentions  were  also 
aired  alleging  problems  with  SCSU 
elections  policy.  This  took  place 
despite  multiple  reminders  from  of- 
ficials that  the  vote  for  ratification 
was  based  on  whether  policy  had 
been  followed,  not  on  the  merits  of 
the  policy  itself,  and  that  the  board 
had  previously  voted  unanimously 
in  favour  of  ratifying  the  same  re- 
port many  were  now  furiously  de- 
bating. 

One  of  the  looming  topics  of  de- 
bate regarding  the  validity  of  the 
election  was  Chief  Returning  Of- 
ficer Jule  Benedict's  rule  that  only 
ballots  marked  with  an  X  would  be 
accepted,  with  all  others  deemed 


spoiled.  Despite  clear  instructions 
during  the  voting  process  and  con- 
sultation \vith  election  officials, 
many  students  and  candidates  at 
the  board  of  directors  meeting  ar- 
gued that  because  of  Benedict's 
decision,  142  ballots  were  unneces- 
sarily deemed  spoiled,  disenfran- 
chising 15  per  cent  of  voters  and 
providing  grounds  for  an  unfair 
election.  Others  questioned  the 
assertion  that  all  142  ballots  were 
spoiled  for  this  reason. 

The  first  vote  to  ratify  the  EC 
report  was  deadlocked.  When  the 
vote  came  out  six  for,  six  against, 
with  one  abstention,  SCSU  Chair 
Susie  Vavrusa  broke  the  tie,  voting 
in  favour  of  the  EC's  report  and  rec- 
ommendations, allowing  it  to  pass. 
However,  events  that  took  place 
during  a  15-minute  recess  imme- 
diately after  this  vote  derailed  the 


decision. 

Many  students  observed  two 
SCSU  directors  voting  to  abstain 
from  the  vote,  but  the  Chair  only 
officially  saw  one  and  counted  one 
(a  ruling  confirmed  by  minute-tak- 
er Helen  Lee).  After  the  motion  to 
recess  was  quickly  seconded  with 
no  objections,  it  was  contended 
Rascanu  tried  to  bring  this  to  the 
attention  of  the  group,  along  with 
two  students,  something  which 
could  not  be  fully  confirmed. 

During  the  recess,  the  Chair  was 
swarmed  with  requests  and  argu- 
ments, while  first-year  representa- 
tive Ruby  Lau  was  seen  with  vari- 
ous students  trying  to  convince  her 
to  call  for  a  Motion  to  Reconsider, 
which  would  necessitate  another 
vote. 

At  the  end  of  the  recess,  the  as- 
sembly heard  arguments  on  wheth- 
er to  reopen  the  vote,  despite  the 
Chair's  insistence  that  the  recess 
had  disallowed  this.  After  many 
arguments  and  debates,  the  mo- 
tion was  put  once  more  to  the  vote 
and  failed,  with  six  votes  for,  seven 
against  and  one  abstention. 

Right  before  the  second  vote,  life 
sciences  director  Maathavan  Thillai 
entered  the  meeting  in  a  hurry,  ap- 
parently summoned  by  a  phone  call 
from  management  director  Madiha 
Vaid,  who  had  voted  against  rati- 
fying the  EC's  recommendations. 
Thillai  also  voted  against  ratifica- 
tion. 

Management  director  Sean  Kan- 
jilal  was  seen  by  many  observers  to 
have  first  abstained,  later  changed 
his  vote  to  "no,"  after  talking  to 
other  students  who  had  also  voted 
against  ratification. 

Gillian  Reiss,  ex-officio  director 
of  the  SCSU  and  full-time  student 
member  on  the  Council  on  Student 
Services,  said  she  would  be  going 
to  student  affairs  regarding  this 
"blatant  violation  of  [SCSU's]  own 
policies."  If  Student  Affairs  decides 
that  the  SCSU  board  of  directors 
did  not  follow  policy  in  this  case, 
they  could  step  in  and  take  control 
of  the  organization. 

SCSU  Chair  Susie  Varvrusa  points 
out  that  due  to  the  board's  failure 
to  ratify  the  election  report  and 
elect  a  new  team  of  execs,  hired  po- 
sitions such  as  VP  campus  life,  VP 
operations  and  VP  human  resourc- 
es cannot  be  filled,  as  the  hiring 
committee  for  those  roles  consists 
of  both  current  executives  and  the 
newly  hired  elected  executives. 

With  the  term  of  current  SCSU 
executives  ending  in  May,  there 
will  be  no  executives  to  help  run 
fall  elections  for  next  year's  board. 
The  outcome  of  this  particular 
board  meeting  has  crippled  the 
SCSU  board  of  directors  at  least 
until  the  fall  by-elections,  whereby 
a  full-scale  election  can  take  place. 
Who  would  run  that  election  is  an 
entirely  different  question. 

Discussions  have  been  held  re- 
garding the  possibility  of  having 
an  election  in  the  upcoming  weeks, 
but  scheduling  conflicts  such  as 
essays,  final  exams,  scheduled 
study  break  and  the  annual  SCSU 
Continuity  retreat  make  it  a  dicey 
proposition,  since  the  new  election 
might  not  garner  enough  votes  to 
be  valid. 

Former  student  leaders  have  also 
expressed  disappointment  at  per- 
ceived meddling  by  SAC  in  SCSU 
affairs. 

"I  am  thoroughly  disappointed  in 
the  board  of  directors  this  year  and 
the  fact  that  they  have  shown  an 
unashamed  disregard  for  their  own 
policies,"  remarked  former  SCSU 
President  Lendyl  D'Souza. 

"Furthermore,  I  am  outraged  that 
individuals  from  other  campuses 
believe  that  they  can  manipulate 
and  assume  that  they  know  what 
is  best  at  the  University  of  Toronto 
Scarborough.  It  sickens  me.  I  am 
thoroughly  pissed." 


University  of  Ottawa  I 

Graduate  Studies 

with  supporting  scholarships 

It  Starts 

here. 

At  the  University  of  Ottawa,  you  will  benefit  from 

unparalleled  funding  opportunities.  Most  graduate  students  receive 
between  $14,000  and  $17,000  of  annual  support.  Many  departments 
offer  even  more! 

Graduate  Studies  Meet  and  Greet  in  Toronto! 

April  25  from  5  to  7 p.m.,  MaRS  Building,  100  College  Street,  Toronto 


Ranked  among  the  top  five  research-intensive 
universities  in  Canada. 

u  Ottawa 

www.grad.uOttawa.ca 

1  877uOttawa  613-562-5700 
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Putting  values  over  votes  will  solve  Aboriginal  crisis 


A  recent  U.N.  report  on  racial  dis- 
crimination has  noted  something  that 
many  in  Canada  have  been  decrying 
for  years — the  substandard  living 
conditions  experienced  by  many  of 
Canada's  Aboriginal  peoples. 

The  U.N.  Committee  on  the  Elimi- 
nation of  Raciul  Discrimination  re- 
ported a  "lack  of  substantial  prog- 
ress" in  Canada's  efforts  to  right 
what  it  described  as  "the  dramatic 
inequality  in  living  standards  still 
experienced  by  Aboriginal  people," 
especially  native  women,  who  are 
more  likely  than  non-native  women 
to  suffer  "violent  death,  rape,  and 
domestic  violence." 

The  plight  of  Canada's  natives  is 
not  a  new  story,  sadly,  but  the  U.N. 
report  offers  an  outsider's  perspec- 
tive at  how  little  successive  federal 
governments  have  done  to  alleviate 
these  deplorable  conditions.  Jim 
Prentice,  the  Indian  Affairs  minister 
in  the  Conservative  government, 
blames  the  Liberals  for  years  of  inac- 
tion on  the  file.  Indeed,  the  fact  that 
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Prentice's  department  is  still  called 
"Indian  Affairs"  when  natives  have 
not  been  referred  to  as  "Indians"  for 
years  highlights  the  current  discon- 
nect between  government  policy 
and  the  real  problems  faced  by  Ab- 
original communities. 

Partisan  finger-pointing  aside, 
no  government  has  taken  the  ac- 
tion needed  to  help  bring  "Canada's 
Third  World"  out  of  abject  poverty 
and  stigmatization.  Some  observ- 
ers have  argued  that  the  Kelowna 
agreements  crafted  by  the  previous 
Liberal  government  would  have  gone 
a  long  way,  but  they  were  scuttled 
when  Paul  Martin's  government  fell 
and  Prime  Minister  Harper  chose  not 
to  continue  them. 

The  conventional  wisdom  regard- 
ing the  appalling  state  of  First  Na- 
tions reserves  in  one  of  the  wealthi- 
est and  most  equitable  countries  in 


the  world  is  that  Canada's  approxi- 
mately L3  million  Aboriginals  do 
not  carry  much  political  clout,  and 
thus  the  money  needed  to  seriously 
repair  the  reserves  is  spent  currying 
political  favour  with  a  more  substan- 
tial voting  bloc. 

That  tired  argument  should  no 
longer  hold  sway  over  policymak- 
ers. The  entire  population  has  grown 
more  aware  of  Aboriginal  issues 
in  recent  years,  most  famously  be- 
cause of  the  contaminated  water 
crisis  in  Kasheshewan,  but  also  due 
to  increased  media  coverage  of  the 
drug  abuse,  suicide,  and  social  mar- 
ginalization  that  afflict  many  in  the 
Aboriginal  community.  These  issues 
are  not  only  limited  to  natives  on 
reserves,  as  evidenced  by  the  dis- 
proportionate number  in  the  home- 
less populations  of  major  cities  like 
Toronto. 

The  First  Nations  are  not  a  passive 
people  waiting  to  be  saved,  nor  do 
they  always  express  their  grievances 
in  the  most  mature  and  constructive 


way.  Yet  beyond  the  posturing  at 
Caledonia  and  the  provincial  govern- 
ment's knee-jerk  reaction  to  the  land 
claim  dispute,  complex  issues  of 
poverty  and  health  care  can  only  be 
addressed  in  a  spirit  of  cooperation 
between  native  leaders,  federal  poli- 
ticians and  NGOs.  Programs  like  the 
book  drives  led  by  Ontario's  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  James  Bartleman  and 
the  RCMP's  community  policing 
initiatives  that  involve  Aboriginal  el- 
ders in  the  judicial  process  are  posi- 
tive steps  toward  raising  awareness 
and  making  natives  a  part  of  the  so- 
lution. More  initiatives  like  these  are 
needed  to  empower  Aboriginals  and 
make  them  see  government  as  a  part- 
ner, not  an  overlord  or  adversary. 

Ultimately,  Aboriginal  popula- 
tions must  decide  to  band  together 
to  fight  issues  like  drug  addiction 
and  domestic  abuse,  with  help  from 
government  programs.  But  with  no 
paved  roads  on  reserves,  inadequate 
healthcare,  and  contaminated  water 
to  contend  with,  native  leaders  find  it 


difficult  to  address  larger  social  con- 
cerns. The  government  must  practi- 
cally and  efficiently  provide  funding 
for  basic  amenities  like  roads  and 
electricity  so  Aboriginal  communi- 
ties have  a  stable  base  on  which  to 
build.  Canada  must  stop  treating  the 
Aboriginal  population  like  squatters, 
and  start  treating  them  like  citizens. 

This  is  a  chance  to  show  all  coun- 
tries struggling  with  racial  discrimi- 
nation that  we  are  indeed  the  fair 
and  equitable  society  we  are  reputed 
to  be.  Whatever  government  puts  the 
necessary  funds  into  native  reserves 
may  not  win  many  voters,  but  every 
citizen  should  feel  proud  of  a  leader 
who  chooses  to  help  end  Canada's 
national  embarrassment.  Harper 
is  in  funding-announcement  mode, 
with  recent  pledges  for  Ontario 
transit,  Saskatchewan  farming,  and 
Alberta  green  initiatives.  Now  is  the 
perfect  time  to  make  a  similar  pledge 
to  fix  the  infrastructure  in  Canada's 
native  reserves  and  give  Aboriginals 
a  fighting  chance. 


//SCHOOL  DAZE 


On  leaving  the  home-schooling  years 


Peter  O'Hagan 


They  were  flexible  times  and  enjoyable 
times;  frustrating  times  and  enlighten- 
ing times;  bonding  times  and  arguing 
times.  They  were  times  at  a  particular 
locality  but  with  a  pertinent  universal- 
ity. They  were  "the  home-schooling 
years,"  and  1  am  that  creature,  the 
home-schooled  student. 

How  can  one  describe  the  transi- 
tion from  a  world  of  three  classmates, 
academic  accountability  to  no  one  but 
your  own  parents,  and  shelter  from 
the  dreaded  "real  world"  to  a  world 
of  over  60,000  students,  several  differ- 
ent teachers  and  classes,  and  a  whole 
host  of  social,  moral,  and  practical 
issues  competing  for  your  attention? 
Many  are  the  days  that  I  reflect  and 
am  amazed  at  how  seamless  the  tran- 
sition has  actually  been. 

Academically,  I  have  had  no  prob- 
lems here  at  university.  My  parents  in- 
stilled a  love  of  reading  in  me  and  my 
siblings  pretty  much  from  the  get-go, 
so  I've  found  the  high  level  of  reading 
required  in  university  to  be  more  a 
joy  than  anything  else.  I  had  already 
studied  many  of  the  books  I  read  last 
year  (The  Odyssey,  The  Confessions  of 
St.  Augustine),  and  knew  enough  about 
the  others  (Dante's  Inferno,  Hamlef) 
to  be  able  to  engage  the  texts  with  a 
fair  degree  of  understanding.  My  dad 


taught  me  how  to  write  proper  essays, 
so  when  professors  made  comments 
like,  "You  guys  probably  learned  the 
'five-paragraph'  essay  style  in  high 
school,  but  that's  not  how  we  do  things 
at  university,"  I  realized  that  I  already 
had  the  tools  1  needed. 

I'm  not  trying  to  showcase  my 
knowledge.  After  all,  for  each  of  these 
areas  about  which  I  already  knew  a 
considerable  amount,  there  are  others 
of  which  I  am  ignorant.  For  instance,  1 
know  more  about  14th-century  Italian 
literature  than  I  do  about  the  comput- 
er I'm  typing  at  right  now. 

But  more  importantly  than  academ- 
ics, the  "school  of  the  family"  I  attend- 
ed helped  me  develop  character  and 
values  that  will  be  invaluable  to  me 
throughout  university  and  for  the  rest 
of  my  life. 

For  instance,  university  granted  me 
incredibly  heightened  independence, 
that  double-edged  sword  that  offers 
great  benefit  and  great  danger.  How 
easy  it  can  be  to  let  one's  studies, 
one's  genuine  friendships,  and  one's 
core  values  slide  when  first  faced  with 
a  taste  of  exalted  independence!  The 
ability  to  stay  focused  on  what  is  re- 
ally important  doesn't  arrive  over- 
night: it  needs  to  be  instilled  in  us  in 
our  early  years,  or  else  learned  later 
through  great  hardship.  Thanks  to  my 
parents'  decision  to  home-school  us,  I 


was  granted  this  gift  young,  and  thus 
have  been  able  to  make  the  most  out 
of  my  university  experience  so  far. 

Some  may  argue  that  home-school- 
ing shelters  children  from  the  "real 
world."  Yes,  I  was  sheltered  from  the 
bullying,  drugs,  immorality,  and  petty 
policy  that  mar  so  much  of  school  life. 
But  just  as  a  plant  needs  to  develop 
strong  roots  before  it  can  grow,  a  child 
needs  to  be  well-formed  before  he  or 
she  can  weather  the  squalls  of  the 
outside  world.  1  really  do  believe  that 
the  strong  foundation  in  virtue,  work 
ethic,  and  genuine  friendship  my  par- 
ents sought  to  instill  in  me  has  been  a 
major  factor  in  making  my  transition 
to  that  "real  world"  so  easy. 

Am  I  suggesting  that  home-school- 
ing is  some  kind  of  silver  bullet  that 
will  solve  all  society's  problems? 
Absolutely  not:  it  is  not  the  option 
for  everyone,  and  you  will  never  find 
me  arguing  against  public  education. 
However,  in  my  own  case,  home- 
schooling  provided  all  the  means  1 
needed  to  make  the  jump  from  home 
to  university. 

As  much  as  U  of  T  has  to  offer,  I  have 
to  agree  with  Dorothy:  There  really  is 
no  place  like  home. 

After  many  years  enjoying  the  shortest 
commute  possible,  PETER  O'HAGAN  now 

lives  at  Ernescliff  College. 
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Canada's  changing  face 

Keeping  that  grand  experiment,  multiculturalism,  alive  and  well 


Aaron  S.  Bayley  

Last  month,  political  scientist  Jeff  Sa- 
hadeo  of  Carleton  University  gave  a 
lecture  at  the  Munk  Centre  for  Inter- 
national Studies  on  the  Soviet  legacy 
and  contemporary  racism  in  Russia. 
Addressing  the  anxieties  caused  by 
multiculturalism  and  ethnic  integra- 
tion in  Russia's  large  cities,  Sahadeo 
spoke  of  a  tide  of  Russian  nationalism 
on  the  rise  since  2000,  coinciding  with 
a  growing  animosity  towards  immi- 
grants from  the  Caucasus  and  Central 
Asia. 

In  2005,  the  political  party  Rodina 
(Motherland)  was  banned  from  run- 
ning in  the  2008  election  after  airing 
a  television  ad  inciting  ethnic  hatred. 
The  ad,  which  can  be  viewed  on  You- 
Tube,  depicts  white  actors  playing 
black  immigrants  eating  watermel- 
ons and  throwing  the  rinds  in  front 
of  a  blonde  woman.  The  ad  ends  with 
the  slogan,  "Let's  clear  our  city  of  gar- 
bage." Fears  by  nationcilists  of  a  "Mon- 


golization"  of  Russia,  propelled  by  a 
far-right-wing  media  cultivating  the 
idea  that  ethnic  minorities  will  dilute 
Russia's  superpower  status,  have  cre- 
ated an  atmosphere  of  racial  tension 
in  that  country.  Central  Asian  immi- 
grants struggling  to  survive  in  large 
cities  like  Moscow  and  Leningrad  are 
seen  by  many  as  "muddying  the  wa- 
ters" of  racial  purity. 

As  extreme  as  these  examples  are, 
the  ugly  reality  of  ethnic  hatred  is 
not  exclusive  to  Russia.  Although  it 
is  hard  to  imagine  a  political  party  in 
Canada  running  such  a  blatantly  rac- 
ist campaign  ad,  the  image  of  Canada 
as  a  multicultural  society  has  taken  a 
beating  as  of  late.  In  a  recent  opinion 
poll,  45  per  cent  of  Canadians  said 
they  were  ambivalent  about  ethnic 
immigration,  and  a  whopping  57  per 
cent  say  the  government  should  place 
more  stringent  measures  on  obtain- 
ing Canadian  citizenship.  These,  are 
significant  numbers.  Sure,  polls  are 


flawed  and  highly  subjective,  but 
taken  at  face  value,  what  do  those 
percentages  say  about  us,  our  values, 
and  our  views  on  racial  integration? 
And  more  broadly,  what  do  they  say 
about  a  nation  that  is  supposed  to  be 
a  bastion  of  racial  harmony,  a  shining 
example  of  a  thriving  multicultural 
society? 

Perhaps  these  numbers  reflect  Ca- 
nadians' growing  awareness  of  new 
immigrants  as  they  proliferate  in  large 
urban  centres.  Statistics  Canada  re- 
ported that  in  200L  58  per  cent  of  new 
arrivals  lived  in  Toronto,  Vancouver, 
and  Montreal.  By  2004,  that  number 
had  increased  to  73  per  cent.  In  1981, 
12.4  per  cent  of  South  Asian,  Chinese, 
and  black  immigrants  in  Toronto  lived 
in  neighbourhoods  in  which  whites 
outnumbered  visible  minorities.  By 
200L  that  number  more  than  doubled, 
to  28.1  per  cent. 

These  numbers  indicate  the  in- 
creasing contact  between  Canadian- 


born  citizens  and  ethnic  minorities 
in  Canada's  largest  cities.  Unlike  the 
earlier  European  immigrant  groups 
who  helped  create  "Little  Italy,"  "Little 
Portugal,"  and  "Greektown,"  immi- 
grants who  hail  from  outside  Europe 
are  more  culturally  distinct  than  their 
European  predecessors.  Like  Ukraini- 
ans in  Russia,  European  immigrants 
to  North  America  do  not  suffer  the 
same  racial  prejudices  that  other  eth- 
nic minorities  do. 

To  make  matters  more  difficult,  the 
post-9/11  atmosphere  has  heightened 
our  awareness — and  racial  prejudic- 
es— of  Muslims  and  Arabs.  When  the 
U.S.  wrongly  accused  Canada  of  being 
a  safe  haven  for  terrorists,  how  many 
of  us  turned  inwards  and  began  to  in- 
spect and  be  suspicious  of  our  fellow 
citizens?  It  seems  that  our  cultural  mo- 
saic is  being  threatened  for  the  sake  of 
appeasing  that  powerful,  assimilated 
melting  pot  to  the  south,  and  Canadi- 
ans like  Maher  Arar  are  paying  for  it. 


Multiculturalism  is  a  work  in  progress 
and  we  have  always  had  to  deal  with 
issues  of  racial  prejudice,  but  9/11  pro- 
vided an  all-too-convenient  negative 
filter  through  which  to  view  Muslims 
and  Arabs.  Basically,  9/11  inflamed 
latent  feelings  of  mistrust  and  created 
a  schism  between  Muslims  and  non- 
Muslims  in  North  America. 

Canada,  at  its  best,  is  a  ringing  en- 
dorsement of  the  successful  multicul- 
tural experiment.  We  should  do  our 
part  to  ensure  that  multiculturalism 
is  not  just  a  theoretical  construct,  but 
a  living,  breathing  validation.  Racial 
hatred  will  always  exist,  sometimes 
permeating  the  fabric  of  seemingly 
benign  societies.  Europe  has  to  live 
with  the  spectre  of  the  Holocaust  dur- 
ing the  Second  World  War.  The  ghost 
of  slavery  in  America  remains  a  scar 
on  the  nation's  psyche.  But  Canada's 
conscience  is  largely  free  by  compari- 
son. 

Let's  keep  it  that  way. 


Less  Horror-ifying 


Rocky  Horror  (picXurei  here  at  Hart  House)  may  not  inspire  the  condemnation  of  old, 
precisely  because  it  led  to  a  more  tolerant  view  of  sexuality  and  alternate  lifestyles. 


Afshan  Makhani 


Excited  to  attend  my  very  first  Rocky 
Horror  Picture  Show  screening  at  the 
Bloor  Cinema  on  Halloween  night, 
2004,  I  waited  in  anticipation  (no 
pun  intended)  in  the  theatre,  endur- 
ing the  smell  of  dried  pop  and  stale 
popcorn. 

To  prepare  for  my  first  show,  I  had 
read  up  on  the  history  of  the  event, 
watched  the  DVD  with  the  call-back 
lines  on,  and  even  worn  a  costume. 
However,  when  the  movie  started 
and  the  actors  stepped  out  on  stage,  I 
noticed  a  distinct  lack  of  enthusiasm 
from  the  crowd.  Maybe  I  was  being 
overly  enthusiastic,  I  thought,  since 
it  was  my  first  time.  But  my  friends, 
who  were  Rocky  Horrorveterans,  also 
noticed  the  general  lack  of  excitement 
from  those  in  attendance. 

When  I  showed  up  for  another 
Rocky  Horror  screening  the  following 
year,  I  felt  even  less  enthusiasm  from 
the  crowd.  At  the  gay  pride  parade 
this  year,  I  saw  the  Bloor  Street  Rocky 
Horror  float  and  thought  that  at  least 
in  these  surroundings  the  cast  would 
receive  much  applause.  Instead,  not 


only  was  the  crowd  apathetic,  but 
some  were  booing  this  classic  float! 

At  this  point  1  was  forced  to  won- 
der if  Rocky  Horror  was  declining  in 
popularity,  and  1  began  to  consider 
what  the  potential  cause  for  this  de- 
cline could  be.  However,  one  could 
point  to  the  sensational  turnout  at 
Hart  House  Theatre's  production  of 
The  Rocky  Horror  Show  last  year  and 
conclude  that  the  show  isn't  less  pop- 
ular after  all. 

Perhaps  the  lack  of  reaction  at  the 
Bloor  Cinema  screenings  simply  il- 
lustrates how  desensitized  today's 
youth  has  become  towards  that 
which  was  once  considered  shocking. 
When  it  first  came  out.  Rocky  Horror 
would  not  be  a  movie  that  one  would 
show  to  children  because  of  its  ma- 
ture content.  Today,  it  could  almost 
be  considered  a  children's  movie  in 
comparison  to  the  more  graphic  and 
explicit  media  available,  especially 
on  the  internet. 

What  effect  might  this  cultural  shift 
have  on  future  generations  of  young 
people?  My  concern  was  amplified 
as  I  overheard  three  girls,  about  fif- 
teen years  old,  doing  ketamine  in  the 


washroom  stall  at  the  movie  this  Hal- 
loween, complaining  how  badly  they 
were  craving  it  at  school  that  day.  I 
was  forced  to  wonder  if  the  increas- 
ingly adult  media  that  young  people 
are  exposed  to  with  ever-increasing 
frequency  was  encouraging  this  kind 
of  behavior  in  young  teens.  On  the 
other  hand,  many  in  the  audience 
were  merely  enjoying  the  film  and  the 
fun  it  had  to  offer  drug-free. 

Maybe  the  fact  that  the  relatively 
mild  content  of  Rocky  Horrorwas  con- 
sidered shocking  in  the  70's  is  more 
a  condemnation  of  the  prudishness 
of  our  parents'  generation  than  the 
debauchery  of  our  more  accepting 
culture.  The  increased  explicitness 
found  in  modern  entertainment  has 
been  accompanied  by  an  increase  in 
social  tolerance  of  alternate  lifestyles 
and  what  was  once  considered  diver- 
gent behavior.  If  anything,  more  au- 
thoritarian cultures  breed  increased 
and  more  destructive  forms  of  re- 
bellion from  those  youth  who  are 
not  crushed  by  extreme  social  con- 
straints. Perhaps  a  more  open  soci- 
ety is  better  for  youth  than  we  think. 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE 


After  a  summer  trip  to 
Ng'omba  compound  in 
Zambia,  ANU  SINGH  was  moved 
to  co-found  an  organization 
that  raised  money  to  send 
African  children  to  school. 
"It  was  not  feelings  of  dread 
and  despair  that  motivated 
us  to  get  involved  with 
SEED — it  was  witnessing  the 
resolve  and  perseverance 
of  individual  Africans.  Their 
struggle  became  our  struggle, 
and  our  organization  grew 
from  this  sense  of  common 
purpose."  Read  about  why 
Singh  sees  education  as  the 
key  to  breaking  the  cycle 
of  poverty,  and  learn  about 
internship  possibilities  with 
his  organization,  SEED.  See 
Understand  Africa  by  being  in 
Africa  at  www.thevarsity.ca. 


Safety  first, 
religion  second 


Tamara  Pallavl  Baluja 


There  has  been  much  outcry  over 
the  case  of  11-year-oId  soccer  player 
Asmahan  Mansour,  who  was  ordered 
off  the  playing  field  at  a  recent  Quebec 
tournament  for  wearing  a  hijab,  the 
traditional  head  scarf  worn  by  many 
Muslim  women. 

The  referee,  also  Muslim,  explained 
that  wearing  the  hijab  while  playing 
soccer  could  cause  "accidental  stran- 
gulation." How  a  hijab  could  cause 
such  injury  is  unclear,  however,  and 
FIFA  (soccer's  international  governing 
body)  does  not  have  any  rules  specifi- 
cally regarding  this  question.  Rule  4 
of  FIFA  regulations,  which  deals  with 
clothing,  states  only,  "A  player  must 
not  use  equipment  or  wear 
anything  that  is  danger- 
ous to  himself  or  any  other 
player  (including  any  kind 
of  jewellery)."  No  mention 
is  made  of  a  hijab  and  no 
specifics  are  given  for 
what  constitutes  "dangef- 
ous"  clothing.  In  fact,  the 
members  of  the  Iranian 
women's  national  team  do 
wear  hijabs,  and  seem  to 
play  without  impediment. 

However,  let's  assume 
for  a  moment  that  a  hijab 
is  potentially  dangerous 
to  the  player.  Soccer  play- 
ers do  frequently  use  their 
heads  to  direct  the  ball, 
and  some  scarves  are  quite 
long  and  could  potentially 
get  in  the  players'  way.  If  a 
hijab  were  indeed  deemed 
to  be  potentially  danger- 
ous in  sporting  situations, 
the  solution  seems  quite 
simple.  Players  can  wear  a 
shorter  head  scarf,  known 
as  a  "sport  hijab."  The 
safety  of  a  player  should  al- 
ways come  before  her  reli- 
gion. After  all,  if  the  person 
is  strangled,  they  surely 


will  not  be  able  to  worship. 

This  reasoning  can  be  extended 
to  other  religions  as  well.  The  United 
Kingdom  has  exempted  Sikhs  who 
wear  turbans  from  wearing  motorcy- 
cle crash  helmets  while  driving.  This 
is  an  irresponsible  decision  because 
it  puts  citizens  at  risk.  Safety  first,  reli- 
gion second — even  the  Indian  Armed 
Forces  does  not  allow  its  Sikh  pilots  to 
wear  the  turban,  since  the  helmet  is  a 
crucial  part  of  their  equipment.  While 
the  soccer  referee's  claims  might 
make  no  sense — it's  unlikely  that  the 
hijab  could  actually  cause  injury — it's 
best  to  err  on  the  side  of  caution  and 
consider  the  larger  issue  at  hand:  the 
well-being  of  the  player. 


Bahrain  sprinter  Ruqaya  Al  Ghasara  is  one  of  many 
Muslim  athletes  who  wear  a  sports  hijab  and  still 
compete  effectively. 
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Part-time  warehouse  workers  at  the  U  of  T  Press  are 
on  strike. 

The  University  of  Toronto,  Canada's  most  prestigious 
university,  owns  the  University  of  Toronto  Press. 

In  its  mission  statement,  the  U  of  T  Press  sees  its 
purpose  as  "advancing  the  University  of  Toronto's  role 
as  Canada's  leading  institution  of  higher  education  and 
enhancing  its  sta ture. " 

Apparently,  they  think  the  way  to  do  this  is  to  force 
their  part-time  warehouse  workers  to  live  below  the 
poverty  line. 

Right  now,  these  employees  earn  just  $9.36  an  hour, 
with  no  benefits.  Many  of  them  need  to  hold  down 
two  or  three  jobs,  just  so  their  families  can  survive. 
Meanwhile,  their  regular  part-time  counterparts  at  the 
U  of  T  earn  more  than  $15  an  hour. 

In  the  recent  contract  negotiations,  these  workers  were 
asking  for  a  modest  increase  to  $10  an  hour  plus  benefits. 
But  the  U  of  T  Press  refused  to  agree.  Now  there's  a  strike. 

Part-time  workers  at  the  U  of  T  Press  need  your  help. 

Please  contact: 

U  of  T  President,  David  Naylor 

416.978.4163 

president@utoronto.ca 

U  of  T  Press  President,  John  Yates 

416.978.2239 

jyates@utpress.utoronto.ca 


Tell  them  that  fair  wages  and  benefits 
are  not  a  lot  to  ask  for. 


Uo/T 
PRESS 
WORKERS 

ON 
STRIKE 
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On  the  front  line 


A  message  from  CUPE  Local  3261 
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Best  of  the  fests 


Rival  music  festivals  take  over  Toronto 


Jordan  Bimm,  Rob  Duffy, 

Luke  Higginson,  Ben  Spurr  

You  can  be  forgiven  if  tfie  festival  of 
music  festivals  this  past  weekend  fiad 
you  scratching  your  head.  Between  the 
corporate-backed  Canadian  Music 
Week,  Dan  Burke's  infamous  NExT 
protest  showcase,  and  Keith  Ham- 
ilton's new  DIY  all-star  indie  venture, 
the  Fitter  Patter  Music  Festival, 
the  list  of  great  gigs  worth  attending 
was  definitely  longer  than  in  years 
past.  At  various  points  over  the  last 
few  months,  the  three  fests  had  flirted 
with  every  conceivable  combination  of 
partnerships,  with  CMW's  dedicated 
programmer  Fhil  Klygo  trying  to 
bring  all  booked  acts  under  one  um- 
brella. His  bid  ultimately  failed,  with 
Burke  renaming  his  festival  NExT  Vs. 
CMW:  Payback,  and  Hamilton  decid- 
ing to  focus  exclusively  on  the  bands 
and  their  fans.  The  main  issue  that 
both  Hamilton  and  Burke  (and  many 
local  musicians)  have  with  the  festival 
component  of  CM'W  is  its  lack  of  love 
for  the  artists. 

While  CMW  bills  itself  first  as  an 
industry  conference,  it  is  the  music 
festival  part  (and  the  bands  who  play 
it)  that  receives  the  lion's  share  of  me- 
dia attention.  That  being  said,  CMW 
charges  a  non-refundable  $50.00  appli- 
cation fee  from  every  band  that  applies 
to  play,  and  keeps  100  per  cent  of  the 
door  from  the  festival  shows,  resulting 
in  a  humbling  "pay-to-play"  scenario 
for  the  artists.  Even  though  Klygo 
kindly  offered  to  bend  these  rules  in  ex- 
change for  integrating  the  impressive 
Fitter  Fatter  Festival  lineup  (featur- 
ing heavy  hitters  like  The  Mark  In- 
side, Diableros  and  Fjord  Rowboat) 
into  CMW,  Hamilton,  upon  consulting 
with  several  bands,  decided  to  keep  his 
homegrown  artist-friendly-ethos  (ev- 
ery band  gets  paid,  most  shows  were 
PWYC)  separate  from  the  massive 
industry  machine.  Competition  aside, 
each  festival  had  its  great  gigs.  Here 
are  some  highlights  of  the  scene  that 
was  The  Fest  of  Fests.— JORDAN  BIMM 


WEDNESDAY  MARCH  7 

Intransit,  Scarlett  Affection,  and  Your 
Volunteer  @  The  Supermarket  [Fitter 
Patter] 

The  Fitter  Patter  Festival  kicked  off 
with  an  eclectic  mix  of  talent  on  a  re- 
laxed Wednesday  evening  at  the  Super- 
market in  Kensington  Market.  Openers 
Intransit  overcame  illness  to  deliver  a 
very  tight  set  of  reverb-washed  guitar 
rock  and  passionate  vocals. 

Last-minute  additions  Scarlett  Af- 
fection consisted  of  two  Australian 
sisters  on  their  first  North  American 
tour.  On  a  night  that  had  initially  prom- 
ised nothing  but  fast  rock  n'  roll,  their 
set  of  folk  rock  and  piano  ballads  was 
an  unexpected  yet  welcome  surprise. 
Your  Volunteer  closed  the  evening 
with  their  awe-inspiring  musicianship. 
To  understand  this  act  fully,  one  must 
picture  three  guys  on  stage  moving 
seamlessly  between  seven  instru- 
ments, including  a  drummer  who  often 
played  keyboards  while  continuing  to 
lay  down  a  steady  beat.  Overall,  this 
impressive  evening  demonstrated  just 
how  wide  the  variety  of  talent  was  for 
this  festival,  and  set  the  bar  for  the 
nights  to  come. — RD 


CLOCKWISE  FROM  LEFT:  Uncut  rocked  the  Silver  Dollar  as  part  of  CMW,  Action  Makes  scream  for  NExT,  and  NYC's  Apache  Beat  get  down  at  Fitter  Fatter  Fest  at  The  Boat. 


Rating:  VVVW 


THURSDAY  MARCH  8 

Uncut  @  The  Silver  Dollar,  Midnight 
[CMW] 

Playing  a  small,  dirty  club  like  The  Sil- 
ver Dollar  can  sometimes  bring  out  the 
best  in  bands.  For  their  show  on  Thurs- 
day night,  the  local  Paper  Bag-rockers, 
who  have  filled  venues  like  Lee's  Palace 
and  The  Mod  Club  with  their  dark,  in- 
tense songs,  mirrored  their  venue  with 
a  loud,  powerful  punk  set.  Guitarist  Ian 
Worang  replaced  his  usual  chanting 
with  strained  screams,  which  worked 
remarkably  well,  and  gave  songs  like 
"Breaking  Glass"  an  added  sense  of  ur- 
gency. With  the  exception  of  a  cool  ver- 
sion of  "Copilot,"  which  replaced  the 
original's  keyboard  part  with  a  driving 
guitar  riff,  and  the  catchy  garage  rock 
of  "Intentions  Change,"  the  band  stuck 
to  songs  off  their  new  Pitchfork-ap- 
proved album,  Modem  Currencies.  The 
highlight  of  the  show  was  "Chain  Fight," 
an  incendiary  track  from  that  album 
that  only  got  better  live,  and  featured 
incredible  work  from  drummer  Jon 
Drew.— LH 

Rating:  VVVVv 


FRIDAY  MARCH  9 

Apache  Beat  @  The  Boat,  10  p.m.  [Fitter 
Fatter] 

It's  sad  how  getting  screwed  at  the  Ca- 
nadian-U.S.  border  has  become  some- 
thing of  a  rite  of  passage  for  indie  bands 
these  days.  It's  tough  to  imagine  why 


border  guards  are  so  paranoid  about 
musicians  crossing  over  to  enrich  our 
culture,  make  a  few  hundred  bucks  (at 
best)  and  then  head  home,  while  every 
night  on  Lou  Dobbs  you  hear  stories 
about  rampant  cross-boarder  drug 
smuggling,  insecure  port  facilities,  and 
the  constant  flow  of  illegal  immigration. 
You'd  think  Apache  Beat,  an  instantly 
likeable  semi-electro  post-rock  quintet 
from  NYC,  would  be  the  least  of  their 
concerns,  but  apparently  not.  So,  after 
arriving  a  day  late  and  with  no  instru- 
ments, the  band  was  forced  to  make  do 
with  borrowed  gear.  But  none  of  that 
was  going  to  stop  the  V/ce-approved 
Apache  Beat  from  putting  on  a  stellar 
show.  Fronted  by  the  enchanting  Aus- 
sie ex-pat  Ilirjana  Alushaj,  the  band  let 
loose  as  if  venting  pent-up  frustrations 
in  a  musical  catharsis.  Already  a  tight 
unit,  many  in  the  sizable  crowd  would 
have  guessed  that  this  band  had  been 
together  for  years  instead  of  months,  if 
they  hadn't  been  so  busy  getting  down 
to  the  creative  beats  of  drummer  Neil 
Westgate,  or  the  frantic,  melodic  gui- 
tar work  of  Phil  Aceto.  The  highlight  of 
this  set  was  the  song  "Tropics,"  a  dark, 
feverish  storm-pop  number  which, 
despite  disparate  parts,  somehow  co- 
alesces to  makes  a  beautiful  kind  of 
sense. — JB 

Rating:  VVVVv 

Apostle  of  Hustle  @  The  El  Mocambo, 
Midnight  [CMW] 

Fans  waiting  to  see  Apostle  of  Hustle's 
midnight  CMW  spot  at  the  El  Mocambo 
watched  bemused  as  frontman  Andrew 


Whiteman  waited  in  line  with  them  to 
get  into  his  own  show,  and  was  then 
thoroughly  searched  by  the  bounc- 
ers at  the  door.  Whiteman,  who's  also 
a  key  member  of  Broken  Social  Scene, 
typifies  a  Toronto  music  community 
which  has  produced  some  amazing 
music  without  producing  recognizable 
superstars.  The  band  got  fans  moving 
with  Whiteman's  brilliant  guitar  work, 
forgoing  tracks  from  their  complex  first 
album  to  play  the  bulk  of  his  recently 
released  and  pared  down  National  An- 
them of  Nowhere.  The  powerful  mixture 
of  dark  hooks  and  breathy  refrains 
backed  by  frenetic  Latin  rhythms  made 
an  ideal  soundtrack  for  an  anonymous 
late  night  in  the  city. — BS 

Rating:  WWW 


SATURDAY  MARCH  10 

Action  Makes  @  The  Comfort  Zone,  9:45 
p.m.  [NExT] 

Action  Makes  deserve  more  respect 
from  NExT  booker/promoter  Dan 
Burke.  Left  off  his  otherwise  immacu- 
late Pop  Montreal  bill  back  in  October, 
their  9:45  p.m.  timeslot — as  one  of  six 
bands  opening  for  The  Zoobombs — 
seemed  more  like  an  afterthought  than 
a  reward  for  their  loyalty,  hard  work 
and  dedication  to  their  music.  Despite 
the  early  hour,  there  was  a  larger-than- 
expected  crowd  at  the  Comfort  Zone  to 
see  AM  in  action.  1  had  to  make  my  way 
through  at  least  four  rows  of  shoulder- 
to-shoulder  onlookers  to  get  a  good 
look  at  the  four-piece,  who  specialize  in 


angst-ridden,  hyperactive  bluesy  rock. 
In  a  similar  vein  to  Magnificent  Sevens 
label-mates  The  Mark  Inside,  Action 
Makes  got  the  crowd  moving  with 
songs  off  their  forth-coming  7"  and  even 
treated  the  crowd  to  a  brand-new  song, 
during  which  bassist  Andrew  Stoeten 
rocked  so  hard  his  glasses  went  flying. 
Frontman  Clint  Rogerson  was  also  on, 
getting  big  love  from  the  audience  after 
the  build-up  in  their  huge  set-closer 
"Jerking  Off  in  the  Cemetery."  Action 
makes  for  great  music. — ^JB 

Rating:  WWW 

Hexes  and  Ghs,  Heroes  &  Villains,  and 
Friday  Morning's  Regret  @  The  Central 
[Fitter  Fatter] 

Music  lovers  were  just  beginning  to  set- 
tle into  the  Central  as  I  arrived  for  what 
would  be  a  memorable  night  of  music 
as  the  festival  weekend  drew  to  a  close. 
Montreal's  Hexes  and  Ohs  opened 
the  show  with  their  brand  of  upbeat 
electro-tinged  pop.  Armed  with  boy/ 
girl  vocals  and  mesmerizing  visuals 
projected  onto  a  screen  behind  them, 
they  provided  a  set  that  was  appealing 
visually  as  well  as  musically.  Heroes 
&  Villains  upped  the  rock  n'  roll  ante 
with  catchy,  furious  numbers  one  after 
another,  leaving  the  crowd  with  barely 
enough  time  to  breathe.  By  the  time 
headlining  act  Friday  Morning's  Regret 
hit  the  stage,  the  bar  was  packed  and 
ready  for  the  band's  impressive  array 
of  upbeat,  danceable  numbers  mixed 
in  with  pensive  folk  rock  tunes. — RD 


Rating:  WWW 


review@thevarsity.ca 


VARSITY  ARTS  &  ENTERTAINMENT 


MONDAY,  MARCH  12, 2007    1 1 


Insect  tech 


Three  artists  examine  computer  bugs, 
in  the  literal  sense 


Naomi  Skwarna 


You  know  what's  really  cute?  See- 
ing a  giant  cockroach  pilot  a  three- 
legged  robot.  Seriously. 

What's  really  endearing  is  that 
the  roaches  have  names  pasted  to 
their  exoskeletons — names  like  Bill 
and  Ernest. 

Welcome  to  ZOO,  the  technologi- 
cal, entomological  show  on  now  at 
InterAccess  Electronic  Media  Arts 
Centre.  Just  a  few  steps  north  of 
Queen,  behind  windows  covered  to 
keep  out  the  sunlight,  ZOO  presents 
a  multimedia  experiment  created 
by  three  artists:  Ingrid  Bachmann, 
Garnet  Hertz,  and  Amy  Youngs.  To- 
gether, they  have  combined  three 
different  pieces  to  "raise  the  ques- 
tion of  what  happens  when  we  en- 
counter animals  in  and  through  the 
mediation  of  technology."  This  as- 
sembly of  work  puts  nature  in  a  dis- 
tinctly manmade  setting,  creating 
what  the  artists  call  "post-modern 
animals." 

Amy  Youngs'  Holodeck  for  House 
Crickets  is  an  environmental  "bub- 
ble" for  crickets  to  exist  in.  Not  only 
has  Youngs  provided  a  habitat  for 
the  crickets,  but  she  has  also  inte- 
grated a  projector  that  provides 
the  crickets  with  pleasing  images 
to  look  at  in  their  glass  enclosure. 
Changing  in  response  to  the  crick- 
et's chirping,  the  images  induce  a 
virtual  ecosystem.  House  crickets 
are  normally  raised  to  feed  reptiles, 
but  in  Young's  setup,  they're  livin' 
in  high  style  with  food,  flicks,  and  a 
predator-free  pad.  In  their  reversal 
of  fortune,  the  crickets  are  weirdly 
beautiful — perched  on  rocks  with 
their  antennae  waving. 

Next  was  Garnet  Hertz's  Cock- 
roach Controlled  Mobile  Robot  #3,  a 
funny,  Kafkaesque  fusion  of  a  Mad- 
agascan  cockroach  that  maneuvers 
a  big  robot  with  a  trackball.  The  ball 
senses  the  motion  of  the  bug,  mov- 


ing the  'bot  accordingly.  In  footage, 
it  was  hilarious  to  see  the  bug  given 
this  kind  of  control.  The  roach-borg 
wheeled  around  the  room,  bump- 
ing into  tables  and  bearing  down 
on  bystanders.  It  was  made  funnier 
by  the  metallic  drone  of  the  robot's 
mechanism.  Besides  the  robotics,  1 
was  also  given  the  opportunity  to 
observe  the  insects  up  close — and 
question  my  own  petty  human  re- 
vulsion. Bill  the  cybernetic  cock- 
roach was  actually  pretty  charis- 
matic, for  a  thumb-sized  bug. 

The  final  composition,  Ingrid 
Bachmann's  Digital  Crustaceans 
u.0.4:  Homesteading  on  the  Web,  was 
my  favourite.  Positioning  a  motion 
sensor  over  a  terrarium  containing 
several  hermit  crabs,  Bachmann's 
setup  tracked  their  movements  on 
the  internet,  representing  them 
as  the  actions  of  an  avatar  in  an 
interactive  game.  At  times,  other 
players  would  approach  the  crab- 
manned  avatar,  not  realizing  its 
crustacean  identity.  On  the  other 
side  of  the  terrarium,  an  old  print- 
er tapped  out  pictographs  of  the 
crab's  movements,  whirring  to  life 
every  so  often.  Bachmann  said  she 
selected  the  hermit  crab  as  a  way  of 
connecting  human  displacement -to 
that  of  animals,  since  hermit  crabs 
live-  as  nomads  in  the  abandoned 
shells  of  snails  and  other  hard- 
shelled  creatures. 

In  reinterpreting  the  zoo,  Bach- 
mann, Hertz  and  Youngs  have  shed 
light  on  the  marginalization  of  ani- 
mals as  well  as  humans.  Technolo- 
gies that  artfully  conjoin  humans 
and  animals  point  to  the  connec- 
tions between  the  two  realms. 

One  more  surprise  occurred 
during  my  visit,  which  was  not  of- 
ficially part  of  the  ZOO  exhibition 
but  nonetheless  supported  the 
ideas  within  it.  It  turned  out  to 
be  bath  day  for  the  hermit  crabs, 
and  I  got  to  watch  as  one  emerged 
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BUG  ON  BOARD:  A  cockroach-controlled  robot  is  but  one  part  of  this  infested  art  project. 


from  its  shell  to  go  into  the  water. 
The  crabs,  which  rarely  come  out 
when  anyone  is  present,  were  fan- 
tastic to  see  out-of-shell.  All  of  us 
laughed,  because  it  was  so  wonder- 


fully simple  to  watch  a  crab  be  it- 
self. Bachmann,  Hertz  and  Youngs 
have  fashioned  it  a  zoo  of  fantasy 
and  reality  that  is  both  funny  and 
thought-provoking. 


ZOO  runs  at  InterAccess  until 
Saturday  March  17.  They're  open 
Wednesday  to  Saturday  from 
12:00-5:00.  For  more  information, 
visit  www.interaccess.org. 
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•  Potato  &  Leek  Soup  Shot 

•  Laotian  Vegetable  Rolls  served  with  a  Hoi  sin  Sauce 

•  Fire  Roasted  Vegetable  Tart  with  Shards  of  Asiago 

•  Beef  Saiay  with  a  Thai  Red  Curry  Sauce 
•  Mini  Qucsadilla  filled  with  Smoked  Chicken, 
Monterey  Jack,  Charred  Corn  &  Peppers, 
ser\'ed  with  Sour  Cream  &  Salsa 
•  Samosas 
•  Sausage  Rolls  with  spicy  Mustard 

•  Poached  Shrimp  Cocktail 

Chocolate  Fondue 
Marshmallows,  Rice  Crispy  Squares,  Strawberries,  Bananas 
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Of  Montreal:  road  rules 

Unpredictable  indie  darlings  bring  quirk-rock  to  town 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


The  first  thing  you  need  to  know  about 
Of  Montreal  is  that  the  band  is  actually 
from  Athens,  Georgia,  and  came  up  with 
the  name  years  before  our  Montreal  be- 
came an  international  touchstone  for  all 
things  indie-rock. 

The  second  thing  you  need  to  know  is 
that  while  they've  been  making  quirky 
pop  records  for  nearly  10  years — they 
have  eight  full-length  records  to  show 
for  it — they  have  never  been  more  popu- 
lar than  they  are  now.  Since  January,  the 
band  has  been  riding  a  wave  of  critical 
accolades  for  their  latest  release,  Hiss- 
ing Fauna,  Are  you  the  Destroyer?  and 
have  been  on  an  extensive  and  intense 
North  American  tour  since  the  record's 
release. 

Their  steady  rise  in  popularity  have 
afforded  the  band  some  new  on-the- 
road  luxuries,  like  a  tour  bus.  The  band's 
guitarist  Bryan  Poole  (a.k.a.  The  I^te  BP 
Helium),  on  the  phone  from  "somewhere 
in  Missouri,"  explained  the  economics 
of  the  bus. 

"We  could  make  more  money  in  the 
long  run  if  we  didn't  have  the  tour  bus, 
but  as  our  touring  gets  longer  and  lon- 
ger, it's  important  to  be  able  to  get  some 
rest." 

Since  most  bands  only  rent  for  the 
duration  of  a  tour,  each  bus  has  its  own 
unique  history,  and  can  make  for  inter- 
esting bedfellows. 

"Hootie  and  the  Blowfish  had  this  bus 
before  us.  When  we  found  that  out,  we 
were  like,  'Shit,  the  Hootie  bus?  I  wonder 
who  has  Hootie's  bunk?'" 


Of  Montreal's  peculiar  moniker  stems  from  a  painful  relationship  that  frontman  Kevin 
Barnes  once  had  with  girl  who,  unlike  the  band,  actually  was  of  Montreal. 


One  of  the  other  perks  of  having  a  tour 
bus  is  the  driver  who  comes  with  it. 

"Ken's  our  bus  driver  and  he's  ba- 
dass," Poole  said  affectionately.  "He's 
from  Jersey  and  he  doesn't  take  any 
fucking  shit.  1  think  he  used  to  be  a  road- 
ie for  Toto  back  in  the  day.  He's  seen  it 
all.  It  took  him  a  while  to  warm  up  to  us, 
but  now  he  really  likes  us.  He's  with  us 
for  the  long  haul." 

While  most  would  imagine  that  being 
in  a  touring  rock  band  is  like  being  on 
paid  vacation,  Poole  testifies  that  the 
road  can  really  take  a  lot  out  of  you. 

"We've  done  a  lot  of  touring  in  the 
past  couple  of  years,  and  you  get  into 
a  normal  flow  of  shows,  but  then  you 
get  home  and  you  collapse — ^your  body 
just  takes  you  down.  1  usually  just  turn 
off  my  phone  and  sleep  for  three  days 
straight.  Once  1  got  addicted  to  energy 


drinks — that  was  bad." 

So  far,  this  tour  has  been  interesting 
to  say  the  least.  Of  Montreal's  frontman 
Kevin  Barnes  has  been  glamming  up  his 
stage  persona,  donning  Bowie-esque 
face  paint  and  flashy  costumes.  In  Feb- 
ruary, one  particular  onstage  incident 
got  online  music  sites  spilling  tons  of 
ones  and  zeros.  Poole  explained,  "Kevin 
got  nude  on  stage  in  Las  Vegas.  It  was 
our  only  21-and-over  show  and  we  were 
in  Vegas,  so  Kevin  just  decided  to  get 
naked." 

The  incident,  which  Poole  described 
as  "somewhat  spontaneous"  was  cap- 
tured by  photographers  and  can  be 
viewed  (with  caution)  online. 

Of  Montreal  roll  into  The  Opera  House 
on  Tuesday  with  55daysoktatic  and 
Grand  Buffet 


Royal  Caribbean  Auditions 


Toronto 


We  are  auditioning  singers  and  dancers  who  will  portray  pai*ts  between  the  ages 
of  18-30.  Everyone  auditioning  must  bring  a  current  picture  and  resume. 
Vocally,  we  are  looking  for  Sopranos  and  Altos  who  belt/mix  to  an  F,  Tenors 
who  have  a  solid  Bb  and  Lyric  Baritones  who  smg  comfortably  up  to  an  A. 
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TV  on  the  Radio  @ 
The  Kool  Haus,  March  4 

TV  on  the  Radio  are  undoubted- 
ly one  of  the  hottest  new  bands 
to  arrive  on  the  music  scene  in 
North  America,  a  feat  achieved 
largely  on  the  strength  of  their 
critically-lauded  2006  LP  Return 
to  Cookie  Mountain.  Unfortunate- 
ly, however,  hot  new  bands  that 
come  to  Toronto  tend  to  play  at 
the  cavernous  Kool  Haus  by  de- 
fault, and  this  is  a  problem. 

There  are  Belgian  oldfolks' 
homes  with  more  character  than 
this  place.  This  grey  behemoth  of 
a  venue  could  double  as  Pearson 
airport's  third  terminal  or  even 
an  aircraft  hangar,  with  all  the 
requisite  godawful  acoustics. 

TV  on  the  Radio,  whose  sound- 
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scapes  rely  heavily  on  epic 
noisewashes,  had  their  sonic 
signature  sucked  into  the  muck. 
Some  songs  were  so  reverby  and 
effect-drenched  that  the  music 
was  utterly  lost.  After  the  show, 
some  debate  smouldered  among 
audience  members  as  to  whether 
this  was  the  venue's  problem  or 
the  band's. 

Undoubtedly,  the  band  knows 
what  their  best  songs  are,  and 
the  disparity  between  the  good 
and  the  bad  is  noticeable,  if  not 
striking.  "Wolf  Like  Me,"  one  of 
my  favourite  singles  of  last  year, 
cut  straight  through  all  the  wal- 
lowing sound  and  exploded  with 
decisive  brilliance.  At  Kool  Haus, 
the  band  was  noticeably  more 
animated  performing  this  song, 
with  enigmatic  frontman  Tunde 
Adebimpe's  rogue  left  arm  chop- 


ping violently  at  the  air.  "Prov- 
ince" had  a  lot  of  poise  and  was 
potent  and  beautifully  rendered 
by  the  band  on  stage.  "I  Was  A 
Lover,"  with  its  mean-sounding 
Soviet  orchestral  sample,  sound- 
ed as  bold  and  dangerous  as  it 
should  have — no  problems  there. 
There  were  other  highlights  too, 
but  nothing  to  give  a  sense  that 
the  entire  show  was  some  kind  of 
triumph.  The  band  played  a  few 
songs  they  knew  weren't  their 
best,  going  through  all  the  mo- 
tions, but  without  the  vigour  you 
get  when  you  know  you're  on  to  a 
good  thing. 

I  think  the  venue  can  be  blamed, 
to  some  extent.  A  smaller  or  more 
intimate  one  like  the  Phoenix 
would  have  kept  the  group's  pow- 
er from  dissipating.  But  I  couldn't 
shake  the  feeling  that,  while  the 


good  songs  had  been  crafted  with 
care  and  precision  worthy  of  a 
great  band,  the  bad  ones  were 
half-assed  afterthoughts  or  sonic 
experiments  gone  catastrophi- 
cally  mediocre. 

All  in  all,  I  think  that  TV  on 
the  Radio  are  a  band  who  have 
the  potential  to  write  and  per- 
form some  amazing  songs  in  the 
future,  and  we  should  all  be  ex- 
cited about  that  prospect.  But 
at  this  show  I  personally  felt 
that  the  band  needed  to  shed 
some  deadweight  from  their  set, 
and  the  crowd  knew  it.  They 
also  need  to  speak  to  their  tour 
manager  about  booking  a  differ- 
ent venue  the  next  time  round. 
—GREG  STUART 

Rating:  VVVW 
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If  mastering  the  basics  of  five  scien- 
tific disciplines  within  a  four-year 
program  sounds  like  trouble,  you 
can  thank  your  lucky  stars  if  you 
aren't  studying  nano-engineering. 
It's  not  easy,  but  to  be  among  the 
best  nanotechnology  researchers 
today,  speaking  many  scientific  lan- 
guages is  essential. 

Coming  from  as  far  as  Kingston 
and  New  Jersey,  students  gathered 
for  the  all-day  Undergraduate  Nano- 
technology Conference  on  Saturday 
at  the  MaRS  centre.  As  U  of  T's  first 
undergrad  nanotech  conference, 
the  event  exposed  students  to  the 
multi-disciplinary  research  world 
of  nano-science  through  a  series  of 
lectures,  workshops,  and  poster  pre- 
sentations. 

"There's  been  this  explosion  in 
the  exploration  of  nanometre-scale 
structures  in  terms  of  both  the  sci- 
ence of  nanometre-scale  structures 
and  the  applications  of  those  struc- 
tures, and  that's  what's  making 
things  exciting,"  said  Dr.  Don  Eigler, 
a  prominent  physicist  at  the  IBM  Al- 
maden  Research  Center  who  gave  a 


A  sky-high  space  elevator 

What  would  you  do  with  a  super-light, 
super-strong,  and  super-conductive 
material  like  carbon  nano-tubes?  You 
could  put  them  into  a  computer,  into 
stain-resistant  clothing,  or  into  a  bike 
frame  for  enhanced  lightness  and  agil- 
ity. But  this  is  all  child's  play  in  compar- 
ison to  the  space  elevator,  an  idea  that 
scientists,  including  several  at  NASA, 
have  considered. 


Living  in  a 

teeny,  tiny, 


eenie,  weenie 

world 


The  pressure  to  develop  real-life  nanotechnologies  is  on.  Corporations 
and  governments  have  poured  funding  into  researching  the  many 
nano-sciences,  But  for  undergraduates,  finding  a  place  in  the 
emerging  nano-scale  revolution  is  a  difficult  task. 


lecture  at  the  conference.  At  IBM,  Ei- 
gler researches  the  fundamental  sci- 
ence behind  computing  information 
at  the  nano  scale. 

The  physical  properties  of  par- 
ticles change  when  studied  at  the 
nano  scale.  For  instance,  copper 
normally  appears  opaque,  but  is 
transparent  at  the  nano  scale. 

"If  you  ask  me,  the  most  exciting 
work  has  always  been  done  at  the 
intersection  between  different  re- 
search fields.  But  that  requires  at 
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"[Carbon  nano-tubes]  are  so  strong 
and  light,  you  can  build  a  pole  like  a 
beanstalk  that  climbs  up  right  into  or- 
bit, and  that  way  you  can  shuttle  things 
from  the  ground  right  up  to  orbit,"  said 
Jason  Zhu,  a  third-year  undergrad  at 
McMaster  University  at  Saturday's  Un- 
dergraduate Nanotechnology  Confer- 
ence. "Instead  of  using  up  millions  of 
dollars  of  rocket  fuel,  just  take  it  up  the 
elevator." 


:  New  suites  of  neurons? 


Today,  virtually  no  treatments  exist  for 
paralysis,  but  that  may  soon  change. 
Professor  Sam  Stupp  at  Northwestern 
University  has  found  a  way  to  inject  a 
molecule  into  a  living  organism  and 
have  it  spontaneously  assemble  into 
fibril-like  structures  carrying  amino  ac- 
ids, the  molecular  building  blocks  of  ev- 
ery protein  in  our  body.  The  structures 
act  as  scaffolding  for  neurons  to  re- 
grow,  and  the  amino  acids  they  carry 
can  help  stimulate  this  growth. 

"Amazingly,  because  these  fibrils 
also  signal  the  neuron  to  start  growing 
again,  they  start  growing  very  rapidly, 
they  reconnect,  and  demonstrate  the 
reversal  of  paralysis,"  said  physicist 
Dr.  Don  Eigler  "It's  an  extraordinary  ac- 


least  some  knowledge  of  everything 
going  on  around  you  and  trying  to 
integrate  those  ideas  all  together," 
said  Ilia  Auerbach-Ziogas,  direc- 
tor of  the  Undergraduate  Nanotech 
Conference  and  a  fourth-year  U  of  T 
undergrad  in  the  nano-engineering 
option  of  engineering  science. 

According  to  Auerbach-Ziogas, 
most  undergraduates  in  nano-sci- 
ence move  on  to  graduate  school  to 
conduct  further  research,  and  not 
all  undergrads  are  prepared  for  it. 


complishment  at  the  laboratory  leyel, 
[but]  it's  also  important  to  recognize 
that  that's  still  the  very  early  stages 
and  is  by  no  means  demonstrated  to 
be  a  viable  therapy  for  humans  yet. 
But  this  is  one  example  of  the  kinds 
of  opportunities  that  nanometre-scale 
structures  offer  us." 


"You  look  at  the  nano-fields  and 
you  want  to  teach  it  all  at  the  same 
time,  and  you  can't  because  that 
doesn't  make  for  any  cohesive  pro- 
gram. What  you  need  is  a  completely 
custom  curriculum.  1  don't  know  of 
any  school  that's  invested  in  that," 
said  Auerbach-Ziogas.  For  him, 
nanotechnology  is  a  "meaningless 
umbrella  term"  that  complicates 
the  study  of  nano-science  with  its 
branches  in  many  disciplines. 

At  the  same  time,  governments 


around  the  world  have  committed 
funding  to  nano-science  in  order  to 
build  a  base  of  expertise.  According 
to  Eigler,  Canada  has  been  investing 
in  the  National  Institute  for  Nano- 
technology in  Alberta,  and  distrib- 
uting funds  nation  wide.  But  some 
scientists  think  Canada  is  not  doing 
enough  to  support  its  future  nano- 
scientists. 

"The  problem  is  that  Canada  is 
lagging  behind  the  world  in  its  in- 
vestment into  the  nano-sciences  and 
other  critical  areas  of  science  and 
technology.  While  we  have  some  of 
the  best  scientists  in  the  world,  they 
are  often  limited  by  access  to  the 
right  kind  of  facilities,"  said  Dr.  Dani- 
al  Wayner,  director-general  at  the 
National  Research  Council's  Steacie 
Institute  for  Molecular  Sciences. 

"[Nanoengineering]  won't  ever  be 
a  field  where  you're  going  to  leave 
an  undergraduate  education  and  go 
into  industry  directly  and  do  applied 
research,"  said  Auerbach-Ziogas. 
"The  earlier  you  have  exposure  to 
research,  even  if  you  don't  under- 
stand it  at  first,  the  better  off  you  are 
in  the  long  run.  Because  it's  all  about 
knowing  what's  out  there  and  what 
your  options  will  be." 


Zeroing  in 


Nanotech  diagnostic  tools  may  be 
the  disease-sniffing  dogs  of  the  future 
medical  world.  A  number  of  studies 
have  shown  nano-particles  hunting  out 
diabetes,  Alzheimer's  disease,  or  even 
a  virus  like  SARS  at  a  molecular  level. 
Whether  in  the  form  of  a  strip,  a  chip,  a 
tattoo,  or  an  intravenous  formula,  most 
methods  depend  on  a  nano-particle 
interacting  with  a  biological  molecule, 
giving  indicators  about  the  presence 
and  severity  of  a  disease.  Treatments 
that  deliver  insulin,  hormones,  and 
drugs  can  also  be  targeted  for  bacteria 
or  cancer  cells  using  the  same  prin- 
ciples. 

On  the  other  hand,  deploying  a  nano- 
robot  to  police  the  many  possible  ways 
the  body  can  go  wrong  would  certainly 
top  any  of  these  nano-particles.  Unfor- 
tunately, these  nano-robots  exist  only 


A  design  for  an  intravenous  nano-robot. 

in  theory. 

"We're  definitely  going  to  see  nano- 
bio  applications  and  nano-medical 
applications  fairly  soon,"  said  Ilia  Au- 
erbach-Ziogas, the  director  of  the  UNC 
and  a  fourth-year  nano-engineering 
student  at  U  of  T. 

"There's  a  lot  of  really  exciting  re- 
sults, but  they're  coming  out  of  tech- 
niques that  are  effectively  poisonous. 


A  lot  of  quantum  dots,  for  example, 
are  made  of  heavy  metals  and  we  don't 
know  what  exactly  those  do  at  the 
nano-scale.  The  toxicity  studies  are 
always  lagging  behind  the  research  so 
for  any  responsible  deplojonents  we 
need  to  start  testing  that,  but  more  im- 
portantly we  need  to  start  finding  more 
benign  materials  that  we  can  use." 
— S,H. 
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Preserving  the  nano 
'snowflake' 


Sandy Huen 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 


Between  lectures  at  Saturday's  Un- 
dergraduate Nanotechnology  Con- 
ference, The  Varsity  sat  down  with 
U  of  T  cfiemistry  Professor  Johin 
Polanyi,  a  1986  Nobel  Prize  winner 
and  the  recipient  of  over  thirty  hon- 
ourary  degrees. 

The  Varsity:  What  is  the  most  excit- 
ing part  of  nanotechnology? 
Polanyi:  The  most  exciting  thing  is 
the  fundamental  science.  It's  still 
such  an  early  stage  in  the  history  of 
nanotechnology  that  it's  the  "nano" 
rather  than  the  "technology"  that 
needs  the  most  work,  and  that's 
where  the  opportunities  lie. 

V:  What  is  the  current  state  of 
emerging  nano-devices  in  Canada 
and  the  world? 

J. P.:  As  I  understand  it,  the  devices 
made  on  the  basis  of  this  new  sci- 
ence are  really  very  rudimentary. 
There  are  creams  that  contain 
nano-particles,  there  are  coatings 
that  contain  nano-particles,  and 
there  are  medicines  that  encapsu- 
late a  drug  in  a  nano-envelope.  I 
guess  the  best  simile  1  can  come  up 
with  is  in  the  very  early  days  of  laser 
science,  which  1  lived  through,  the 
first  applications  that  were  thought 
of  was  that  lasers  would  be  used  for 
drawing  straight  lines.  And  they  can 
be,  in  surveying,  but  that's  really 
unimaginative.  Then  the  next  thing 
was  drilling  holes.  The  next  one  af- 
ter that  was  cutting  car  bodies  in- 
stead of  using  a  welding  torch.  And 
then  the  one  after  that  was  cutting 
a  hundred  suits  at  a  time  instead  of 
cutting  one  suit  at  a  time.  All  of  these 
things  are  possible,  but  they  all  are 
crude  applications  and  the  most  im- 


portant applications — which  were 
in  communications  and  navigation, 
finding  out  where  you  are,  sending 
messages — were  hardly  discussed 
in  the  early  days  at  all.  I  think  we're 
in  just  the  same  stage. 

V:  What  are  the  challenges  facing 
developing  nano-devices  today? 
J. P.:  There  are  two  stages,  of  a  very 
fundamental  sort,  in  making  any 
nano-device.  The  first  is  to  assem- 
ble it,  which  you  can't  do  by  hand 
[because]  it  costs  a  million  dollars 
to  make  one  little  circle  of  ten  at- 
oms. So  you  must  self-assemble. 
The  only  way  of  building  a  nano- 
house,  if  you  like,  is  to  make  sticky 
bricks  which  are  at  molecular  size, 
shake  them,  and  have  them  as- 
semble themselves  into  a  house,  a 
structure  that's  useful.  That's  step 
one. 

Step  two  is  just  as  important.  The 
trouble  is,  because  these  bricks 
slither  around  and  form  [structures] 
spontaneously,  they  also  disassem- 
ble quite  readily.  You  have  to  come 
along  with  some  cement  to  make  that 
structure  permanent.  Because  what 
you're  going  to  do  with  it  [is]  throw 
an  electric  current  through  a  nano- 
sized  circuit,  which  is  the  pattern. 
An  electron  hops  in,  and  now  the 
whole  circuit's  negatively  charged. 
An  electron  hops  out,  and  the  cir- 
cuit's no  longer  negatively  charged. 
In  circuits  this  small  electrons  go  in 
individually  and  leave.  Every  time 
an  electron  arrives,  you've  totally 
changed  its  interaction  with  the 
outside  world — it's  now  negatively 
charged.  When  electrons  leave, 
the  [nano-structure]  now  adjusts 
to  being  neutral.  What  you're  actu- 
ally doing  is  taking  this  poor  fragile 
self-assembled  nano-structure  and 
shaking  it  furiously  and  of  course. 


you  destroy  it.  What  you  have  to  do 
is  to  tether  it — you  have  to  hold  it 
with  chemical  bonds. 

V:  How  do  nano-researchers  solve 
this  problem? 

J. P.:  You've  got  to  think  of  ways  of 
stabilizing  a  nano-structure  and 
that's  where  I  think  chemistry  has 
something  to  offer.  The  analogy 
which  I  use  is  the  problem  of  tak- 
ing a  snowflake  and  putting  it  on  a 
Xerox  machine,  and  trying  to  make 
it  permanent  so  you  could  have  it 
for  all  time.  The  trouble  is,  in  the 
course  of  making  it  permanent  you 
destroy  it. 

Can  you  make  chemical  bonds 
without  ripping  apart  the  nano- 
structure  because  the  bonds  want 
to  form  hither  and  thither  all  over 
the  place?  And  the  answer  is  yes, 
you  can.  With  a  chemical  reaction 
induced  by  light  or  induced  by  im- 
pinging electrons:  those  two  chemi- 
cal reactions  are  so  localized  that 
you  can  imprint  without  destroying 
a  pattern.  And  so  what  we  think  that 
we  have  is  the  makings  of  a  molecu- 
lar printing  press. 

V:  Do  you  have  a  message  for  future 
scientists  who  hope  to  break  into 
the  nanotech  field? 
J. P.:  It's  always  chaotic  getting  into 
a  field  that's  just  becoming  estab- 
lished, but  it's  the  most  exciting 
way  of  spending  one's  life,  so  put  up 
with  the  chaos  and  don't  let  it  dis- 
tress you. 


Nobel  Prize-winning  chemist  Professor  John  Polanyi  takes  a  stroll  in  the  Lash  Miller 


Scientists  really  have  to  struggle 
to  get  the  freedom  to  systemati- 
cally understand  something,  which 
is  what  basic  science  is,  because 
there's  so  much  pressure  all  the 
time  to  apply  it.  The  pressure  to 
commercialize  in  every  country  is 
huge  and  particularly  so  in  this  field 
of  nanotech  because  it's  captured 
the  world's  imagination.  But  really, 
there's  so  much  that  one  needs  to 
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understand  before  one  can  start 
making  devices.  There's  a  great  joy 
in  pursuing  the  fundamental  ideas 
and  seeing  the  generalizations 
emerge. 

If  any  country  or  any  jurisdiction 
wants  to  get  the  advantage  on  the 
pack  in  nanotechnology  they  should 
concentrate  on  developing  their 
nano-science,  then  they  will  see  op- 
portunities others  have  missed. 


Need  more  nanotech?  Today's  modest  nanotech  industry  is 
devoted  to  research  and  development.  Read  about  one  chemist 
that  ventured  away  from  U  of  T's  academic  world  to  start  his  own 
company,  now  making  "P-Ink"  out  of  nano-sized  crystcils.  Check  out 
WWW.thevarsity.ca  for  The  Varsity's  interview  with  Dr.  Andre  C.  Arsenault. 


•  Store  your  items  in  breathable  storage  boxes  and  garment  bags 

•  Store  your  items  in  a  secure,  climate-controlled  studio 

•  Store  your  items  fully  insured 

•  Hove  your  items  picked  up  from  your  dorm, 
apartment,  or  house  and  returned  to  you  when 
you  need  them,  wherever  you  are  in  Toronto 

•  Cost;  $160-$250  (including  return  delivery) 
for  4  months  of  storage 

•  Airlines  charge  at  least  $176  to  carry  one  extra 
suitcase  on  a  flight. 

•  Self  Storage  costs  $90  per  month  and  you 
have  to  deliver  and  collect 


Master 


e:  confact@storeyourdorm.ca    t:  416-607-6608 
260  Adelaide  St.  East  PO  Box  127  Toronto,  Ontario   MSA  INl 


OF  Public 

Administration 

Graduate   School   of  PUBLIC  POLICY 


Prepare  yourself  for  a  rewarding  career  In  the 
federal  or  provincial  government,  and  non-profit 
sectors. 

►  Full-time  students  can  complete  the  program  in 
12  months 

►  Internship  opportunity  available 

►  Open  to  anyone  with  a  four-year  undergraduate 
degree 

PLEASE  APPLY  BEFORE  MAY  1 5 

/  want  to  build  my  career  in 
a  profession  that  matters" 


Phone:(306)585-5460  ♦  Email:  gspp@uregina.ca 
Web:  www.uregina.ca/gspp 
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Take  the  road  to  success. 


Join  the  team  that's  #25  on 
FORTUNE®  magazine's 
"100  Best  Companies  to  Work  For"! 


Here's  a  workplace  where  you  can  really  go  places! 
Ernsts  Young  jumped  up  to  #25  on  FORTUNE*^ 
magazine's "  100  Best  Companies  to  Work  For" 
from  #67  last  year  -  ranked  higher  than  any  other 
professional  services  firm.  At  Ernst  &  Young, 
our  people  are  our  edge,  so  we  create  an 
environment  that  promotes  your  growth  and 
success.  See  for  yourself  why  we've  made  the  list 
for  the  9th  year  in  a  row.  This  way  to  a  great  career! 

Visit  us  at  ey.com/ca/careers  for  more  information 
or  visit  the  EY  page  on  facebook.com. 

FORTUNE^  . 

100  BEST^ 
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sU  Ernst  &YOUNG 
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Extra  special 


Women's  Hockey  takes  the  bronze' 
after  a  3-2  OT  victory  over  Guelph 


Christophe  Poirer 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


Women's  Hockey  concluded  a  suc- 
cessful season  yesterday,  defeating 
Guelph  3-2  in  double  overtime  to  fin- 
ish third  in  the  Ontario  University 
Athletic  championship  tournament. 

The  bronze  finish  came  a  day  after 
the  Blues  (15-5-3-1)  were  defeated  2-1 
by  Queen's  (14-7-1-2)  in  their  semifinal 
Saturday.  Both  games  were  held  in 
Western's  Thompson  Arena. 

Hard-fought  bronze 

In  yesterday's  third-place  game,  U  of  T 
took  an  early  1-0  lead  thanks  to  a  tight 
wrist  shot  by  forward  Laura  Foster. 
Guelph  (8-11-4-1)  committed  an  early 
penalty  and  Foster  made  them  pay, 
netting  the  one-woman  advantage 
score  at  1:04. 

After  opening  the  period  with  the 
early  power  play  tally,  the  Blues  con- 
tinued to  pepper  Gryphon  goalie  Alei- 
sha  Lusk,  crcinking  out  11  shots  at  the 
masked  Guelph  guardian. 

The  Blues  definitely  seemed  the 
more  eager  of  the  two  squads  to 
avenge  their  semifinal  loss,  as  U  of 
T  out-skated  the  Gryphons  defen- 


sively. They  limited  their  opponents 
to  five  shots,  with  only  one  of  them 
giving  Blues  goalie  Stephanie  Lockert 
any  trouble.  An  open  Bianca  Kitts  of 
Guelph  forced  U  of  T's  stalwart  be- 
tween the  pipes  into  a  nice  kick-save 
near  the  end  of  the  first  period. 

In  the  following  period,  however, 
the  Gryphons  found  their  second 
wind,  forcing  10  shots  on  the  Blues 
defence.  Lockert  was  brilliant  in 
toe-stopping  Guelph  defender  Carla 
D'Angelo  low  blast  early,  but  the  Gry- 
phons managed  to  slip  two  by  the 
Blues'  net-minder.  At  7:46  forward 
Jacklyn  Sollis  beat  Lockert  glove-side, 
launching  the  tying  tally  in  the  right 
top  corner.  Guelph  struck  again  in  the 
closing  minute  of  the  middle  period, 
when  a  nifty  assist  from  Sollis  found 
forward  Sarah  McClinchey  before  her 
shot  cracked  the  Gryphons  to  a  2-1 
lead. 

The  third  period  was  an  even-mind- 
ed mid-ice  conflict,  as  the  two  teams 
battled  between  the  blue  lines  for  po- 
sitioning. U  of  T  forward  Justine  Todd 
finally  evened  the  score,  putting  one 
past  Lusk  at  10:54. 

Overtime  thriller 

With  Todd's  score  holding  up,  the 


Women's  Hockey,  led  by  goalie  Stephanie  Lockert's  21  saves,  took  QUA  Bronze  yesterday. 


game  went  into  extra  time,  and  U  of  T 
found  their  opening  period  muster  as 
they  swarmed  around  Guelph,  hold- 
ing the  Gryphons  to  one  shot.  None  of 
them  could  foil  Lusk's  masterful  net- 
minding,  as  she  kept  the  Blues  at  bay 
with  five  of  her  38  saves  coming  in  the 
first  overtime. 

Lusk  was  even  better  in  the  fifth 
period.  One  early  stop  had  her  wall- 
ing in  a  U  of  T  shot  by  defender  Mary 
Modeste.  Forward  Annie  Del  Guidice 
challenged  the  Gryphon's  goalie 
again,  but  her  open  look  from  the  slot 
was  quickly  smothered  to  keep  the 
score  deadlocked  at  one. 

A  questionable  penalty  called  on 


Guelph  with  10  minutes  remaining  in 
the  second  overtime  turned  the  tide 
for  the  Blues.  With  the  one-player  ad- 
vantage, U  of  T  was  able  to  blast  from 
afar  and  close  in  on  the  rebounds.  One 
minute  after  the  penalty  started,  de- 
fender Sarah  Poirier  regained  a  block 
off  Lusk  and  dished  off  to  open  for- 
ward Emily  Patry.  Patry  took  the  set- 
up and  flicked  in  the  one-timer,  giving 
the  Blues  the  win  and  the  bronze. 

Semifinal  swoon 

In  Saturday's  game,  the  Blues  came 
out  in  a  fury,  dropping  17  shots  on 
Queen's.  Yet  it  was  the  Golden  Gaels 


that  came  out  unscathed,  as  forward 
Victoria  Kaufman  sent  one  past  Lock- 
ert to  put  Queen's  ahead  1-0  at  the 
close  of  the  first. 

Kaufman  would  add  her  second 
in  the  middle  period,  as  the  Golden 
Gaels  made  the  most  of  their  shots, 
scoring  twice  out  of  11.  The  Blues 
would  finally  score  their  first  in  the 
third  period,  as  Patry  led  an  assist 
from  Janine  Davies  into  the  net,  but 
it  was  the  only  shot  of  33  that  would 
stand  in  the  semifinal. 

The  loss  left  the  Blues  1-3  this  sea- 
son against  Queen's,  who  went  on  to 
lose  5-1  in  the  QUA  final  against  top- 
seed  Laurier  (19-2-3-0). 


Goalie  Ryan  Grinnell 
named  league  MVP 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR  

After  leading  Men's 
Hockey  to  a  semifi- 
nal finish  and  their 
seventh  straight  di- 
vision title,  goalie 
Ryan  Grinnell  was 
named  the  Ontario 
University  Athletic 
East's  Most  Valuable 
Player  this  weekend. 

Grinnell's  season 
was  one  of  the  Blue's 
finest  in  recent 
memory.  U  of  T's 
star  goalie  finished 
the  regular  season 
among  the  national 
leaders  in  save  per- 
centage (.921)  and 
goals  against  (2.20) 
as  tallied  by  Cana- 
dian Interuniversity 
Sport,  and  gathered 
two  OUA  male  ath- 
lete of  the  week 
awards  on  the  way  to 
a  18-9-1  record. 

The  net-minder  had  two 
regular-season  shutouts,  but 
in  the  postseason  he  tallied 
two  more  on  McGill,  his  pres- 
ence a  huge  mitigating  factor. 
The  Blues  swept  the  Redmen 
thanks  in  large  part  to  his  50 
saves  over  the  two  contests. 

In  the  final  four,  Grinnell's 
82  saves  kept  U  of  T  neck- 
and-neck  with  Universite  du 


Ryan  Grinnell  led  the  league  with  a  .921  save 
percentage  and  a  2.20  goals  against  average. 


Quebec  a  Trois-Rivieres  be- 
fore Les  Patriotes  defeated 
the  Blues  5-4  in  overtime, 
twice. 

Grinnell  was  also  named  an 
OUA  first  team  all-star.  Team- 
mates Andre  Robichaud  rep- 
resented the  Blues'  defence 
and  Simon  Barg  and  Anthony 
Pallotta  the  offence  on  the 
all-star's  second  team. 


//  BLUES  RUNDOWN:  YEAR  IN  REVIEW 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR  

Women's  Hockey  and  their  third-place 
finish  yesterday  represented  the  last 
Ontario  University  Athletic-sponsored 
Varsity  Blues  team  of  the  season.  Here  is 
how  they  have  fared  this  year: 

•  Badminton  (4-l)  posted  a  10-3  victory 
over  York  to  claim  the  bronze  in  the  On- 
tario University  Athletic  Championships 
Nov.  16. 

•  Baseball  (10-8)  made  it  to  the  playoffs, 
but  lost  to  eventual  champs  Western  in 
two  games  during  the  best-of-three  semi- 
finals Oct.  13. 

•  Men's  Basketball  (15-7)  made  it  to  the 
OUA  quarterfinals,  but  lost  to  Ottawa  69- 
68  Feb.  24. 

•  Women's  Basketball  (12-10)  also  lost  in 
the  OUA  quarterfinals  as  York  defeated 
the  Blues  64-54  Feb.  21. 

•  Cross-Country  finished  second  to  Guelph 
in  the  OUA  championships  Oct.  28. 

•  Both  Curling  teams  failed  to  make  the 
playoffs.  The  Men  finished  at  3-4  and  the 
Women  at  0-7. 

•  Fencing  fielded  two  top-three  teams  at 
the  OUA  tournament  Feb.  17-18,  as  Wom- 
en's finished  second  with  159  points,  and 
Men's  third  with  128. 

•  Field  Hockey  (12-0-2)  went  undefeated 
en  route  to  winning  the  OUA.  They  de- 
feated York  1-0  in  the  finals  Oct.  29 

•  Football  (0-8)  failed  to  make  the  post- 
season. 

•  Golf  had  two  teams  in  the  OUA  Cham- 
pionship, as  the  Women  finished  six 
strokes  behind  Western  to  place  second 
at  253,  while  the  Men  finished  fourth  at 
310. 

•  Men's  Hockey  (I8-9-1-O)  lost  5-4  in  both 

of  their  overtime  games  to  Universite  du 
Quebec  a  Trois-Rivieres.  The  Blues  were 


With  the  end  of  the  season  yesterday,  these  sticks  are  back  In  storage. 


dispatched  2-0  in  the  best-of-three  semi- 
finals last  Saturday. 

•  Women's  Hockey  (15-5-3-1)  finished 
third  in  the  OUA  after  defeating  Guelph 
3-2  in  five  periods  yesterday. 

•  Men's  Lacrosse  (4-5)  was  defeated  6-16 
by  Guelph  in  the  quarterfinals  the  CUFLA 
playoffs  Nov.  3. 

•  Women's  Lacrosse  (6-4)  defeated  McGiii 

9-8  to  take  the  bronze  in  the  OUA  third- 
place  game  Oct.  29. 

•  Rowing  finished  sixth  in  the  OUA  cham- 
pionships, as  the  Women  notched  20 
points,  while  the  Men  had  19. 

•  Men's  Rugby  (2-6)  failed  to  make  the 
post-season. 

•  Women's  Rugby  (0-6)  failed  to  make  the 
post-season. 

•  Men's  Soccer  (8-3-3)  took  silver  after 
making  it  to  the  OUA  finals.  Western 
defeated  them  in  penalty  kicks  2-1  (5-4) 
Nov  5. 

•  Women's  Soccer  (5-5-6)  was  defeated 
2-0  by  Queen's  in  the  OUA  quarterfinals 
Oct.  28. 

•  Squash  had  both  teams  medal,  the  Men 
finishing  with  silver  as  Western  defeated 
them  5-1  Feb.  13.  The  Women  took  bronze 
after  posting  a  4-2  victory  over  Queen's 
Feb.  13. 


•  Swimming  swept  the  OUA  champion- 
ship finals,  as  the  Men  took  gold  with 
1085.5  points,  and  the  Women  followed 
suit  with  their  first-place  finish  with 
985.5. 

•  Men's  Tennis  (3-3)  failed  to  make  the 
postseason. 

•  Women's  Tennis  (6-I)  came  back  from 
three  sets  down  to  defeat  McGill  4-3,  win- 
ning their  third  straight  OUA  title  Sept. 
30. 

•  Track  and  Field  had  the  Women's  team 
finishing  third  overall  with  114  points, 
while  the  Men  placed  fifth  with  74  in  last 
Monday's  OUA  championship  meet. 

•  Men's  Volleyball  (9-ll)  were  defeated  by 
McMaster  3-1  in  the  OUA  quarter  finals 
Feb  15. 

•  Women's  Volleyball  (17-2)  was  defeated 
3-1  by  Western  in  the  bronze  medal 
match  Feb.  26. 

•  Men's  Water  Polo  (9-l)  won  their  third 
straight  OUA  banner  after  posting  a  17-10 
victory  over  McMaster  in  the  title  match 
Nov  27. 

•  Women's  Water  Polo  (0-8)  failed  to  make 
the  postseason. 

Final  Tally:  155-103-12,  with  five  OUA  ti- 
tles, five  silver  medals  and  six  bronze. 


18  MONDAY,  MARCH  12, 2007 


VARSITY  SPORTS 


sports@thevarsity.ca 


Maddening  bracket 


Centre  Greg  Oden  and  his  Ohio  St.  Buckeyes  are  favourites  in  this  year's  NCAA  tournament. 


Perry  King 

ASSOCIATE  SPORTS  EDITOR 


One  of  the  most  competitive  draws  we  have 
seen  in  years  heads  this  edition  of  the  68-year 
old  NCAA  Division-I  Men's  Basketball  Cham- 
pionship tournament.  Over  100  schools  had 
20  wins,  and  six  were  vying  for  a  number-one 
seed. 

In  pursuit  of  a  second  straight  national 
championship,  Florida  has  been  named  the 
top  number-one  seed  of  the  bunch.  Boasting 
all  five  starters  from  last  season,  they  will  at- 
tempt a  second  straight  championship.  Giv- 
ing them  the  top-seed  seemed  to  make  sense 
according  to  the  NCAA:  beat  the  best  to  be 
the  best.  We'll  see  how  that  pans  out. 

The  snubs 

But  we  cannot  get  started  on  understanding 
the  actual  bracket  without  mentioning  the 
snubs.  After  a  triumphant  run  last  year,  the 
Syracuse  Orange  were  been  excluded  from 
this  year's  draw.  They  had  10  conference 
wins.  The  team  was  on  a  significant  run  for 
the  Big  East  title  before  being  ousted  from  the 
Big  East  tournament  earlier  this  week.  Anoth- 
er team  with  gripes  was  Florida  State,  whose 
schedule  carried  no  bad  losses.  Kansas  State 
also  went  far  in  the  Big  XII  tournament  with 
nothing  to  show  for  it. 

Parity  also  took  a  hit  this  year,  as  two  less 
"smaller  school"  teams  were  excluded  this 
year.  Most  of  the  smaller  schools  are  facing 
each  other  in  the  first  round  (for  example, 
Butler  versus  Old  Dominion).  Was  this  due  to 
a  far  less  satisfactory  performance  by  these 
schools,  or  is  it  a  conspiracy  to  keep  Cinder- 
ella schools  from  gelling? 

The  Midwest 

Butler  and  Old  Dominion  are  featured  in  this 
first  bracket,  but  this  one  is  the  temporary 
home  to  last  year's  champion,  the  Florida  Ga- 
tors. This  squad  probably  has  the  best  chance 
of  the  four  number-one  seeds  to  get  to  the 
Final  Four  without  significant  competition. 
Alando  Tucker  and  his  Wisconsin  Badgers 
are  the  number-two  seed,  and  have  a  strong 
chance  of  beating  Florida.  Outside  of  Wiscon- 
sin, however,  the  competition  is  sparse. 
One  of  the  better  8-9  matchups  is  in  this 


section,  as  Arizona  against  Purdue  should  be 
a  dandy.  If  you're  looking  for  sleepers,  both 
Winthrop  and  Davidson  are  in  this  draw  and 
both  could  get  to  the  Sweet  16. 

The  West 

The  West  is  the  most  unpredictable  division 
of  the  bracket.  It's  headed  by  Kansas,  a  team 
that  bears  the  dubious  distinction  of  being 
the  least  respected  number-one  seed  in  the 
tournament.  Indiana  and  Gonzaga  are  back  in 
a  potential  grudge  from  last  year's  foray,  and 
a  decrepit  Duke  makes  a  showing.  This  isn't 
the  Duke  we  know  of  yesteryears,  and  even 


with  their  forgiving  number-six  seed,  their 
chance  of  success  is  slim.  Look  for  Virginia 
Commonwealth  to  upset  Coach  K's  boys. 
UCLA,  who  contended  for  a  top-seed  like 
Wisconsin,  was  given  a  decent  consolation 
prize  as  a  two-seed,  and  could  have  the  big- 
gest blowout  game  this  year.  Another  team  to 
watch  for  is  a  tenacious  Pittsburgh  squad  led 
by  senior  Aaron  Gray. 

Kentucky  coach  Tubby  Smith  and  his  Wild- 
cats somehow  garnered  an  eight-seed  this 
year,  but  face  a  Villanova  team  that  was  a 
one-seed  last  year.  Look  for  UCLA  and  Duke 
to  cross  paths  in  the  Sweet  16,  and  for  four- 
seed  Southern  Illinois  to  fall  before  then. 


The  East 

This  bracket  is  by  far  the  most  stacked  and 
guarantees  heart-pounding  action.  North 
Carolina  earned  their  one-seed,  but  could 
face  buzzsaw  upstarts  in  Michigan  State  and 
Texas  in  the  subsequent  rounds.  Speaking 
of  Texas,  potential  Naismith  Award  winner 
Kevin  Durant  enters  his  first  tournament  with 
his  fourth-seeded  Longhorns.  For  the  gam- 
blers out  there,  a  team  that  could  escape  is 
the  two-seed  Georgetown  Hoyas.  Roy  Hibbert 
and  Patrick  Ewing,  Jr.  bring  a  their  physical 
play  to  a  dominant  offensive  team.  This  brack- 
et also  has  significant  sleepers  in  over-looked 
Vanderbilt  and  12-seed  Arkansas,  who  turn 
some  heads  with  the  way  they  played  Kansas 
in  the  Big  XII  finals. 

The  South 

Toronto  native  Tristan  Blackwood  and  his 
Central  Connecticut  squad  will  try  to  defy 
history  against  one-seed  Ohio  State  and  the 
best  centre  in  the  country:  Greg  Oden.  No 
16-seed  has  ever  beaten  a  one-seed,  but  this 
tournament  is  about  the  what-ifs.  Outside  of 
this  matchup,  the  competition  for  the  Buck- 
eyes is  similar  to  that  of  the  Gators,  but  not 
as  definite.  One  of  my  favourite  teams,  the 
Memphis  Tigers,  have  the  second-seed  as 
the  Conference  USA  Champs  and  could  coast 
to  the  Elite  8.  Rick  Pitino  is  the  first  coach  in 
NCAA  history  to  lead  three  teams  to  the  na- 
tional tournament,  and  his  sixth-seeded  Lou- 
isville Cardinals  offer  him  a  strong  chance 
to  win  one.  Penn,  the  only  Ivy-League  team 
in  the  draw,  faces  fan-favourite  Bobby  Knight 
and  the  Texas  A  &  M  Aggies,  a  team  that  could 
also  make  a  run — that  is,  if  they  can  get  by 
Memphis  in  the  Sweet  16. 

Final  Four 

Atlanta's  Superdome  will  host  the  Final  Four 
and  the  national  championships  at  the  end  of 
March.  Florida  and  Ohio  State  should  end  up 
getting  there  without  too  much  of  a  hitch.  The 
Hoyas  should  be  able  to  overpower  North 
Carolina,  and  take  your  pick  between  Kansas 
and  UCLA.  In  what  should  make  for  a  great  big 
man  battle,  look  for  Oden  to  cement  his  NBA 
Draft  top-pick  status  as  he  leads  Ohio  State 
over  the  Hoyas  to  claim  the  national  title. 


//BASIC  BRACKET HOW-TO'S 


Brian  O'Neill 

VARSITY  STAFF 


While  it  may  not  be  a  hot  commodity  up  here 
in  frosty  Canada,  the  NCAA  basketball  tour- 
nament has  snowballed  into  a  cultural  phe- 
nomenon in  the  United  States.  Everything 
starts  with  two  weeks  of  media  attention 
before  the  actual  tournament  where  the  di- 
visional tournament  winners  are  sorted  out 
and  seeded  on  a  day  called  "Selection  Sun- 
day." While  that  may  sound  like  something 
out  of  the  Old  Testament,  it's  the  day  when 
the  bracket  for  the  NCAA  March  Madness 
tournament  is  chosen  and  debated,  before 
the  chaos  erupts.  For  two  weeks,  65  schools 
will  have  Americans  wondering;  Kobe  who? 

During  the  tournament,  "the  line"  is  per- 
haps the  most  watched  statistic  before  the 
game  starts.  Vegas  will  tell  you  whom  they 
think  will  win,  but  if  you  think  you  know  bet- 
ter, it  certainly  won't  come  cheap.  The  first 
day  of  the  March  Madness  tournament  is 
the  most  bet-on  day  in  sports.  Not  the  World 
Cup,  not  the  World  Series,  not  even  the  Su- 
per Bowl.  Why?  No  one  can  resist  the  urge 
to  drop  a  few  bucks  on  the  underdog.  This 
frenzy  of  wagering  culminates  into  millions 
of  Americans  watching  every  heart-pound- 
ing finish  to  see  if  a  16th-seed  can  knock  off 
a  first. 

Just  as  we  Canadians  gather  at  a  bar  on  a 
Saturday  night  to  watch  the  Hockey  Night  in 
Canada  double-header,  the  first  day  of  the 


The  average  fan's  setup  during  March  Madness. 


NCAA  tournament  causes  the  same  effect  in 
the  States.  A  former  columnist  for  Sports  Il- 
lustrated, Steve  Rushin  used  to  write  a  yearly 
column  where  he  would  go  to  a  local  bar,  find 
a  stool  and  throw  back  a  few  brews,  watching 
the  entire  first  day  of  the  tournament  unfold. 
During  his  "work,"  Rushin  would  talk  to  peo- 
ple from  all  walks  of  life,  and  supporters  of  all 
different  schools.  This  is  the  essence  of  the 
tournament,  enjoying  every  game  and  every 


outcome,  letting  the  madness  consume  you 
for  hours,  or  even  days. 

You  know  you  have  a  cultural  phenomenon 
when  it  begins  to  coin  its  own  terminology. 
Here  are  some  terms  for  your  laymen  diction- 
ary. 

Bracketology:  The  process  of  filling  out  the 
entire  tournament  bracket  with  your  project- 
ed winners  with  the  all-important  Final  Four, 
and  the  big  national  victor. 


Websites  like  CBS.com  allow  you  to  create 
your  own  brackets  on  their  site.  Once  that  is 
done,  they  update  your  bracket  with  the  real 
outcomes.  This  lends  a  new  aspect  to  the  tour- 
nament, as  you  get  to  see  how  many  you  get 
right,  and  how  many  your  buddies  get  wrong. 

Bracketology  has  come  to  such  a  stage  that 
it  has  its  own  rules.  Here  are  a  few  from  sport- 
sline's  website.  Anyone  making  a  bracket  for  a 
pool — free  tips. 

1.  No  number  16-seed  has  ever  beaten  a  No.  1,  so 
just  forget  about  those  games  altogether  and 
advance  the  number-ones  on  to  the  second 
round. 

2.  Don't  go  putting  all  your  number-one  seeds  in 
the  Final  Four.  They  might  be  the  best  teams  on 
paper,  but  since  1979,  it  has  never  happened. 
The  closest  it  ever  came  was  in  1993,  when 
three  number-ones  and  a  two-seed  made  it. 

3.  If  there  is  ever  a  point  when  a  12-seed  plays  a 
fifth-seed,  the  twelfth  tends  to  prevail. 

4.  Look  for  teams  that  have  a  veteran  st 
five. 

5.  Watch  out  for  injuries.  If  a  team's  star  has  a 
ous  injury,  it  would  be  wise  to  keep  that  t^ 
out  of  the  Final  Four. 

6.  Have  fun.  This  is  the  NCAA  Tournament!  The 
greatest  sporting  event  in  the  history  of  sports! 
(Told  you  Americans  love  it.) 

So  as  the  tournament  begins  its  madness  on 
March  15,  tap  into  that  culture  and  let  the 
ness  overtake  you.  You  never  know  for 
what  will  happen — or  in  Steve  Rushin's  case, 
who  you  will  meet. 
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Summer  Camp  Jobs  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lakeside  Residential  Girls  Camp  in  Maine  -  Visas  Arranged 

Counselors:  Combined  childcare/teaching.  Must  be  able  to  teach  or  lead  one  or  more 
of  the  following  activities;  gymnastics,  tennis,  swim  (WSI's),  sail,  canoe,  water  ski,  arts 
(Including  stained  glass,  sewing,  jewelry,  wood,  photo),  dance,  music,  theatre,  archery, 
wilderness  trips,  field  sports,  equestrian,  climbing  wall. 

Service  Workers:  including  openings  for  kitchen,  laundry,  housekeeping,  secretaries, 
maintenance  &  grounds,  and  kitchen  supervisor. 

Non-smoker*  only.  June  16  to  August  22.  Attractive  salary  (US)  plus  travel  allowance. 
To  Apply:  Applications  and  photo  gallery  are  available  on  our  website: 
WWW.klppewa.com  or  contact  us  at  the  numbers  listed  below. 

Kippewa,  926  Route  135,  Monmouth,  Maine  042S9'66o6,  U.S.A. 
tel:  207-933-2993  I  fax:  207-933-2996  I  email:info@kippewa.com 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 
now  I  want  to 

taclde  the 
tough  stuff' 


Meet  Heather. 

To  get  the  specialized  skills  and  field  experience  that 
would  get  her  connected  in  HR,  Heather  earned  her 
Postgraduate  Certificate  in  Human  Resources  from 
Humber  in  only  2  semesters.  She  now  works  as  an 
HR  Representative  in  the  Health  Care  industry. 
We  think  she'll  manage  just  fine. 

Human  Resources,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


<J)'  HUMBER 

The  Business  Sc 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


Pose  Grid  Picfjil  #223. 


"Why  get  a  job? 
There's  an  allowance 
and  free  laundry 

at  Chez  Folks. 


Launch  your  career  today  with  the 
Canadian  Securities  Course™: 

Qualify  for  high-paying  financial  services  jobs. 
Complement  your  degree  with  applicable  skills. 
Learn  fast  and  start  earning  immediately. 


www.UofT.theworkingworld.ca 

Tlie  Canadian  Securities  Course  (CSC)™  is  a  registered 
trademarl<  of  CSI  Global  Education  Inc. 


Isla;m  Awareness  Lecture  Series 


Loyalty  to  God  and  Country 

Can  Muslims  Meet  the  Moral  Obligations  of  Citizenship? 

Dr.  Mohammad  Fadel 

4:00  pm,  Thursday,  March  15 

Apotex  Lecture  Hall,  Leslie  Dan  Pharmacy,  144  College  St. 

Religion  and  the  Crisis  of  Meaning 
Dr.  Jeffrey  Lang 

5:30  pm,  Monday,  March  26 
Hart  House  Debates  Room 

Admission  free  with  TCard,  $5  without 

www.uoftmsa.com/iaw         — //\ 

I  Muslim  students' association  TriPnT 
■    university  of  toromo  St.  george  campus         -''T  ') 


SUMMER  CAMP  NORTH 
OF  MONTREAL: 

Hiring  instructors  for  in-line  skate  park, 
high  ropes/climbing,  waterski,  wind- 
surf,  sailing,  canoeing,  kayaking,  swim, 
tennis,  basketball,  soccer,  gymnastics, 
archery,  football,  baseball,  pottery,  arts 
&  crafts,  beads/jewelry,  jazz  dance, 
electric  guitar,  drama  director,  female 
jr.  section  head,  and  nursing  students  to 
assist  camp  doctor,  www.mishmar.com, 
camp@mishmar.com 

MARRIED  COUPLES  WANTED 

University  of  Toronto  research  study 
looking  for  married  couples  who  have 
lived  in  Canada  for  at  least  10  years  to 
complete  questionnaires  about  their 
relationship.  Session  takes  approx. 
1  hour  and  pays  $20.  To  volunteer 
phone  416-978-3210  or  email  uoftmar- 
riagestudy@hotmail.com 

ANIMATED  CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS 
NEEDED 

To  present  fun  &  hands-on  activities  in 
elementary  schools.  Car  and  exp.  with 
kids  req'd.  Cool  activities.  Gain  valu- 
able teaching  experience.  Pay:  $22.50/1 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5282  Ext.  31  or  email: 
employment@madscience.on.ca 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ALL-INCLUSIVE  SUMMER 
ACCOMMODATIONS 

Lunch  and  Dinners  Provided,  HiS- 
peed  Internet,  Utilities  and  Cable 
Included,  Great  Location  -  Bloor  and 
St.  George.  Large  and  smaller  rooms 
available.  Call  416-565-6013. 


CARNEGIE  HALL  AWARD-WINNER 

Announces  vocal  lessons  at  all  levels. 
A.R.C.T.  holder-Royal  Conservatory  of 
Music,  Toronto.  Acclaimed  reviews.  Con- 
tact C.  Leslie  416-966-7844. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

PC  COMPUTER  SERVICE 

Free  estimate.  25%  discount  for  U  of  T 
students.  Repairs  and  upgrades  at  your 
home.  Microtronics  co.  Phone:  416-423- 
6069,  Cell:  416-669-5700 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help 
with  all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in 
resumes,  applications,  and  appeals. 
Call  416-960-9042.  Email:  customessay® 
bellnet.ca.  Online:  customessay.com 


ON  CAMPUS  NOTARY  SERVICES: 

Certify  degree  certificates,  transcripts, 
diplomas;  sworn  affidavits,  etc.  229  Col- 
lege Street,  Unit  502.  Special  discount 
for  U  of  T  students.  647-290-4272. 


PRIVATE  MATH  TUTOR 

PhD  in  Mathematics,  many  years  expe- 
rience teaching,  tutoring  mathematics 
to  Ontario  high  school  and  university 
students.  Individual  tutoring,  very  close 
to  subway.  416-452-0279. 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)-785- 


TUTORINGAND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  COPY 
EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and 
dissertations,  from  style  to  format. 
APA,  MLA  and  McGill  styles  are  speci- 
alities. Mary  Anne  Carswell,  MA,  MEd, 
mcarswell@svmpatico.ca ,  416-303-3106. 


VARSITY  CLASSIFIEDS  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for 
non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of 
BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail, 
phone,  or  email.  DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


Win  $2500. 

www.campusresearch.ca 
Seriously. 


Fine  print:  Prizes:  One  $ii500  grand  pnzo.  a>o  $150(J  socond  pnzo.  one  .$UXJO  third  piize  and  tweivo  $2W  extra  prizes. 

Contest  is  only  open  to  .studentc.  currently  enrolled  at  a  C^iidion  post  secondary  in.^stitutuDn.  The  nood  news  te  ifs  available  for  a  very  limited  time,  so  your  odds  of  winning  are  avo-som; 

This  survey  is  fiponsorod  b/  your  campu.'?  newspspar  and  Campus  Plus,  a  d^/i-sion  of  Canadian  I  Iniversity  Prass.  .AH  personal  information  provided  is  pi\«3te  and  confidenti.al  and  will  hfi 
used  for  research  purposes  for  the  imprwement  arid  advancement  of  samous  nev\.'spapers  in  Canada.  View  our  privacy  policy  online  at  \'vww.car!ipusi:^us.coriv'pr!vacy.aspx. 
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With  HealthForceOntarioxa,  ifs  never  been  easier 
for  nurses  to  find  the  right  job  in  Ontario, 


HealthForceOntario.ca  is  designed  to  help  you  get  the ' 
most  out  of  your  career.  Here  youll  find  job  1; 
opportunities  for  continuing  education,  informaiiou  on 


the  evolving  roles  for  today's  nurses  -  everything  you 
need  to  continue  being  a  key  member  of  the  team 
strengthening  health  care  in  Ontario 


ind  out  nW^visit  HealthForceOntario.ca  or 


Paid  for  by  the  Government  of  Ontari 


Ontario 


a^^VARSITY 


mm 
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Stay  out  late— it's  a  Skule  Nite! 


Engineering  comedy  revue  rolls  in  for  five  sold-out  shows  at  Hart  House  that  feature  neon  ninjas,  Jesus,  and  Ellen 


Ben  Spurr 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


If  brunch  is  a  meal  between  breakfast  and 
lunch,  what  would  you  call  one  between  lunch 
and  dinner?  Linner?  Dunch?  Apparently  this 
is  the  kind  of  conundrum  that  can  only  be 
solved  by  musical  theatre.  Thank  (iodiva  for 
those  kids  in  Skule. 

Yes.  its  time  once  more  for  Skule  .N'ite,  the 
Engineering  Society's  annual  musical  comedy 
riiis  year's  incarnation  traces  the  feted  Nit 


down  tlirough  the  ages,  and  aside  from  clarify- 
ing proper  meal-naming  prf>ce<jures  in  its  own 
special  way,  it  also  tackJes  all  the  pres.sing  stu- 
dent issues,  like  obtaining  divine  intervention 
in  order  to  pass  your  exams,  and  explains  the 
incredible  origins  of  sliced  bread. 

This  year's  version  traces  Skule  Nite"s  86- 
year  history,  with  sorne  of  ihe  scenes  suppos- 
edly taken  from  past  stagings  (they  weren't). 
The  pimch  lines  range  from  hammy  io  hilari- 
ous, with  most  of  the  jokes  panxJying  .stars 
like  Tom  Cruise  and  Ellen  Degeneres  or  hing- 


ing on  the  old  show  biz  formula  that  the  dirti- 
est jokes  are  the  funniest.  Most  ambitious  is 
the  homage  to  Stomp!  using  wooden  poles 
and  while  ultimately  this  makes  one  appreci 
ate  how  good  the  professionals  really  are.  ii 
hard  not  to  root  for  Skule's. .  ."committed"  pt . 
formers. 

But  the  really  eye-popping  scene  is  the  fina- 
le, a  full-on,  black-lit.  fluorescent  ninja  battle  to 
save  the  Mighty  Skule  Canon — Engineering's 
mascot — from  the  clutches  of  Waterpoo  [sic]. 

The  scene  is  complete  with  the  Power  Rang- 


pirate's  hat.  and  p<.)ssibh 
.A.lso,  something  e.xpiode 

As  with  previous  Skui* 
this  year's  rests  on  tfse  e 
dity  of  the  whole  atfair.  \v 
time  a  pothead  .Jesus  n?; 
dance  Coijacabana 

You'll  just  have  So  , 
want  to  know  where  thej 
one — if  yo' '■>.<;  ;;,r;naged 
that  is. 
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MODEL 
SEARCH 

PRUL  MITCHELL 


Is  seeking  TRENDY  males  and  females  to  model  our  New  Spring 
Collections  in  Colorcutting  and  Long  Hair  by  Night.  Created  just 
for  you  by  Paul  Mitchell  International  Master  Associate  of  the 
Year,  Lenny  King  from  Florida  USA. 

You  are  guaranteed  to  look  and  feel  amazing! 
Join  us  for  Model  Call 

Friday  March  23rd,  6:00PM  Conrad  Beauty/125  Norfinch  Dr. 
Toronto/Finch  &  400  . .  .bring  friends! 

Call  Jennifer  at  (416)  518-9688  for  more  information 

You  will  need  to  be  available  either  Sunday,  Apr.  1st  or  Monday, 
Apr.  2nd  to  model  ol  the  Allied  Beauty  Association  Show  /  Metro 
Toronto  South. Convention  Centre 


college  pro 

MHIHHH  SUMMER 
PAI NTERS  JOBS 

COLLEGE  PRO  PAINTERS 

is  presently  looking  for  responsible  /  hard- 
working University  or  College 
students  for: 

Full-Time  Painting  Positions 
May  -  August 
No  experience  required, 
we  will  train  you  to  paint. 

Positions  available  throughout  Ontario. 

If  interested  call  1-888-277-9787 
or  apply  online  at  www.collegepro.com 


WIRED  WOMAN  TORONTO 

PRESENTS 


Don  Tapscott 

Wikinomics:  How  Mass 
Collaboration  Changes 
Everything 


What  do  Myspace,  Flickr,  Second  Life,  Facebook,  and  the  Chinese 
motorcycle  industry  have  in  common?  They  are  examples  of  mass- 
collaboration,  where  peers  come  together  to  create  value. 

Don  Tapscott  is  one  of  Canada's  leading  "Cyber-gurus".  His  books  include 
Paradigm  Shift,  Growing  Up  Digital  and  Naked  Corporation.  He  also 
teaches  at  Rotman  School  of  Management  at  U  of  T 

Date:  March  27, 2007  Time:  Registration  6  pm;  presentation  7  pm 
Location:  Courtyard  f^arriot,  475  Yonge 
Price  for  students:  S30 :  after  March  23:  $35  foniy  cash  or  cheque  on  day  of  event) 

This  presentation  is  open  to  all 

Register  online:  www.wiredwoman.com 


Sponsors: 
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School  of  Applied  Tecfi'vjiof  v 


Sheridan 


Seneca 


GEORGE 
BROWN 


Bubble  up  for  grabs? 


Students  stand  to  lose  access  to  the  Varsity 
Centre,  but  no  one  can  agree  who's  to  blame. 
MIKE  GHENU  and  NAUSHAD  ALI HUSEIN  report. 


A  war  of  the  bullhorns  erupted  on 
the  steps  of  Simcoe  Hall  on  Tues- 
day, as  students  caught  on  opposite 
sides  of  an  athletics  fee  fight  sought 
to  outdo  each  other. 
"Save  our  dome!"  went  the  rallying 
cry  of  a  group  of  concerned  users  of 
the  Varsity  Centre — site  of  the  now- 
familiar  inflated  dome  or  "Bubble," 
which  opened  in  January.  The  pro- 
testers were  echoing  administra- 
tion threats  that  the  facility  would 
be  taken  away  from  students,  which 
would  hurt  intramural  teams. 

"No  taxation  without  consulta- 
tion!" SAC  chairperson  Jen  Hassum 
screamed  back.  She  led  a  contin- 
gent of  student  leaders  decrying 
the  administration's  lack  of  consul- 
tation with  students  on  the  athlet- 
ics fee  hike. 

The  row  over  the  Bubble  erupted 
at  the  March  2  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil on  Student  Services,  when  stu- 
dent representatives  voted  down — 
among  other  things — the  Faculty 
of  Physical  Education  and  Health's 
co-curricular  programs  and  servic- 
es budget. 

Had  it  passed,  it  would  have 
increased  yearly  athletic  fees  for 
full-time  St.  George  students  by 
$34.38  to  $244.20.  Of  the  increase, 
$20  would  have  gone  to  funding  the 
operation  and  maintenance  of  the 
Bubble,  the  rest  being  an  inflation- 
ary adjustment  set  according  to  uni- 
versity-wide policy. 

COSS  is  a  forum  set  up  in  1996  to 
give  certain  student  unions,  includ- 
ing SAC,  APUS  and  GSU,  a  say  in  ad- 
ministration decisions  to  increase 
non-tuition  student  fees. 

The  17-member  council  is  com- 
prised of  seven  U  of  T  administra- 
tion members  and  appointees, 
eight  SAC,  APUS,  and  GSU  appoin- 
tees, and  one  student  from  each  of 
UTM  and  UTSC.  One  of  COSS'  rules 
states  that  a  majority  of  COSS'  stu- 
dent members  at  the  meeting  must 
approve  a  fee  increase  in  order  for 
the  hike  to  pass. 

After  numerous  attempts  by  stu- 
dent leaders  to  force  a  referendum 
on  the  fee  increase — a  move  dis- 
missed by  administrators  as  costly, 
ineffective  and  doomed  to  failure, 
as  it  would  have  required  paper 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


*  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 
Classroom  ll/lanagement  Techniques 
Detailed  Lesson  Planning 
Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

4  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 
Teacher  Placement  Service 
Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 

«  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

'J  Oxford 

'SEMINARS. 

1 41M2«240/1-800-7?9-1779 
www.oxfordsemlnars.com 


ballots  to  be  mailed  out  to  each  stu- 
dent at  the  university — the  council 
eventually  voted  9-8  against  the 
proposed  athletics  fee  hike. 

So  events  came  to  a  head  on  the 
front  steps  of  Simcoe  Hall  on  Tues- 
day, in  a  series  of  heated  exchanges 
between  student  union  leaders  and 
student  members  of  the  Phys  Ed 
faculty's  Council  of  Athletics  and 
Recreation. 

"[SAC]  is  not  doing  its  job,  you 
guys  failed  to  represent  the  stu- 
dents!'' George  Polyzois,  chairper- 
son of  the  CAR'S  budget  committee, 
which  prepared  the  proposed  Phys 
Ed  budget. 

"[Phys  Ed  dean]  Bruce  Kidd  also 
voted  against  having  a  referendum 
to  let  the  students  decide  on  the 
issue,  "  retorted  Emily  Shelton,  the 
VP  external  at  SAC.  "So  if  anyone, 
the  administration  is  responsible 
for  not  having  students  represent- 
ed," she  went  on.  "We  weren't  given 
the  opportunity  to  consult  with  the 
students,  because  we  were  hurried 
into  the  decision." 

"How  could  you  vote  down  the 
Bubble  when  you  weren't  even 
aware  of  the  student  body's  posi- 
tion on  it?"  Polyzois  demanded. 

"How  could  you  expect  us  to  allow 
making  students  pay  an  extra  $20  a 
year  for  something  that  they  might 
not  even  want?"  Shelton  shot  back. 

Meanwhile,  inside  Simcoe  Hall, 
the  meeting  of  the  University  Af- 
fairs Board  was  proving  to  be  one  of 
Governing  Council's  most  eventful 
meetings  of  the  year.  Student  lead- 
ers began  by  criticizing  this  year's 
budget  process  at  COSS. 

"This  year's  process  was  riddled 
with  problems,"  said  Andrea  Arm- 
borst,  the  COSS  chair.  "Meeting 
dates  and  agenda  items  became 
issues  of  contention,"  she  said,  cit- 
ing insufficient  communication  be- 
tween administration  and  student 
leaders. 

Student  reps  were  also  incensed 
by  the  fact  that  only  two  meet- 
ings were  scheduled  this  year,  as 
opposed  to  four  meetings  in  past 
years',  they  protested.  This,  they 
said,  denied  them  the  time  to  con- 
sult with  students  on  the  proposed 
fee  increases. 

The  noisy  "Save  our  dome!"  dem- 
onstrators outside  also  drew  criti- 
cism from  some. 
"A  lot  of  the  students  out  there 
have  a  vested  interest,"  said  Faraz 
Siddiqui,  one  of  the  student  gover- 
nors. Siddiqui  remarked  that  the 
students  gathered  outside  were  not 


//THE  FALL-OUT 


If  the  Bubble  is  taken  away  from 
students,  intramural  sports 
teams  would  suffer  most,  George 
Polyzois  argues  in  an  interview. 

//SEE  SPORTS,  P.  18 


//WHAT'S  NEXT? 


•  SAC  chairperson  Jen  Hassum 
told  The  Varsity  that  the  student 
union's  board  of  directors  will 
meet  in  tlie  next  two  weeks  to 
vote  on  the  proposed  athlet- 
ics fee  increase.  GSU  and  APUS 
need  to  do  so  as  well. 

•  If  SAC,  GSU,  and  APUS  approve 
the  changes  to  athletics  fees, 
COSS  will  be  reconvened,  likely 
sometime  in  April,  Hassum  spec- 
ulated. 

•  Lastly,  Governing  Council's 
University  Affairs  Board  will 
have  to  approve  the  new  mea- 
sure, likely  on  or  before  May  1. 


as  broadly  representative  pf  stu- 
dents as  the  student  unions. 

Phys  Ed  dean  Bruce  Kiss  rebuked 
Farraz's  "vested  interest"  conten- 
tion. "The  men  and  women  who  run 
for  CAR  care  about  the  students 
they  are  representing,"  he  said. 

Kidd  warned  that  without  the  ex- 
tra $10  sessional  fee,  "We  will  have 
to  rent  out  our  facilities  for  great 
blocks  of  time,"  especially  in  win- 
ter. 

Adam  Pomper,  one  of  the  co- 
chairs  of  CAR,  which  has  jurisdic- 
tion over  intramurals  at  the  univer- 
sity, chimed  in. 

"Each  year,  300  intramural  teams 
are  on  the  waiting  list,"  he  said. 
"The  Bubble  would  have  wiped  out 
that  waiting  list." 

Pomper  criticized  SAC  and  APUS 
members  of  CAR  for  not  showing 
up  to  the  council's  meetings.  Only 
GSU  attended  the  important  meet- 
ings, he  accused. 

("They're  pitting  students  against 
students,"  remarked  APUS's  Oriel 
Varga.  "It's  a  classic  tactic") 

After  some  horse-trading,  stu- 
dent leaders  and  administrators 
decided  to  give  the  student  unions 
time  to  consult  with  their  members, 
and  have  COSS  reconvene  at  a  later 
date. 

SAC's  Hassum  saw  the  meeting's 
outcome  as  a  victory. 

"We're  holding  them  accountable  to 
the  consultation  process,"  she  said. 
"This  is  going  to  create  a  standard." 


ASTHMA  RESEARCH  STUDY 

Primary  Care  Lung  Clinic  is  currently  seeking  asthma 
patients,  age  12  and  older,  to  take  part  in  a  clinical  trial. 

Qualified  participants  will  receive  study-related 
investigational  medication  and  exams  at  no  cost  and 
compensation  for  time  and  travel. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  asthma  research, 
please  call 

Primary  Care  Lung  Clinic 
Phone  Number  (416)  652-9336 
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George  Polyzois,  a  member  on  the  Council  of  Athletics  and  Recreation,  and  Walied  Khogali,  a  former  SAC  VP  at  UTM,  lock  horns  outside  Simcoe  Hall  on  Tuesday  before  a  meeting  of  Governing  Council. 


WOODSWORTH  COLLEGE 


UNIVERSITY"?  TORONTO 


■ntre  for  Industrial  Relations  and  Human  Resources 


Present:  The  25th  Annual  Sefton  Lecture 


Stephen  Lewis,  Chair,  the  Stephen  Lewis  Foundation 
and  former  United  Nations  'ipecial  envoy  for  HIV/AIDS 


M  are  p  jo//)|  to  dp  iwtt  piv  stuff? 


Is  lour  Solution! 


c 


c 


PACKING  SUPPIJES 


WE  PICKUP 


WE  STORE  IT 


WE  DELIVER 


P 
P 
P 


Monday,  March  26,  2007 
at  7:00  p.m 

Leslie  Dan  Faculty  of  Pharmacy 
144  College  Street,  Room  B150 

FREE  Admission  - 

All  are  Welcome 


:  The  Sefton  Award  will  be 

i 

i  presented  to  Leah  Casselman, 

'■  President  Ontario  Public  Service 
Employees  Union 

The  Morley  Cunderson  Prize 
;  will  be  presented  to 
i  Prof  Bob  Hebdon, 

Desautels  Faculty  of  Management, 
McCill  University 


www.UNIVERSITYBOXES.ca 


or  give  us  a  call  at  416.270.0798 


For  more  info,  call:  416  978-5301  or  email  events.woodsworth@utoronto.ca 
or  visit  www.wdw.utoronto.ca 
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SCSU  in  limbo 


Scarborough  students  are  headed  back  to  the  polls — on  the  last  day  of 
school.  KAREN  HO  and  KEVIN  KWOKWONG  report. 


Rob  Wulkan  lost  the  race  for  SCSU  presi- 
dent, but  also  wasn't  disqualified. 


UTSC  students  are  headed  to  an- 
other executive  election  after  a 
vote  at  an  SCSU  emergency  board 
of  directors  meeting  Wednesday 
night,  which  ended  at  2  a.m. 

The  meeting  was  convened  in  the 
aftermath  of  the  SCSU  board  of  di- 
rectors' decision  to  reject  the  Elec- 
tions Committee  report  on  their 
2007  executive  elections,  to  air  and 
debate  options  on  what  to  do  next. 

SCSU  chair  Susie  Vavrusa  started 
it  off  with  a  presentation  outlining 
current  and  possible  consequences 
of  the  rejection.  Vavrusa  warned 
that  the  decision  could  threaten 
the  job  security  of  SCSU's  full-time 
staff  if  a  complaint  to  Student  Af- 
fairs results  in  levy  dollars  being 
withheld. 

Central  to  her  presentation  were 
explanations  of  three  different  op- 
tions for  dealing  with  the  SCSU's 
uncertain  future.  The  first  was  sim- 
ply "doing  nothing"  and  allowing 
the  decision  to  wait  for  next  year's 
board  to  act. 

Her  second  option  was  for  an- 
other election  to  be  held  on  April  9. 
Vavrusa  warned  that  the  date  speci- 
fied for  voting  would  be  a  "UTSC 
Monday" — the  last  official  day  for 
classes  at  the  campus.  This  means 
that  the  population  of  students 
on  campus  would  be  significantly 
lower  than  normal — which  could 
drastically  alter  the  turnout  for  the 
election. 


Holding  another  election  with  the 
same  Elections  Committee  would 
be  "cooking  the  same  steak  twice," 
Vavrusa  pointed  out,  saying  that 
"by  voting  against  ratification,  the 
board  has  stated  that  the  Election 
Committee  cannot  follow  proce- 
dure..  .and  the  Elections  Committee 
should  be  fired  and  not  be  running 
the  same  election  again."  Addition- 
ally, Vavrusa  contended  that  the 
hiring  process  for  a  new  Elections 
Committee  would  take  a  minimum 
of  three  weeks  and  would  further 
push  back  the  timeline  for  a  new 
election. 

The  third  option  she  presented 
was  having  the  board  of  directors 
reconsider  ratifying  the  Elections 
Committee  report. 

Following  this,  a  document  was 
presented  regarding  the  collective 
sentiments  of  a  group  of  former 
SCSU  exectives,  many  of  whom, 
such  as  Jeff  Rybak,  Lendyl  D'Souza 
and  Mathieu  Dagonas,  were  in  atten- 
dance. In  their  letter  they  insisted 
that  if  the  SCSU  board  of  directors 
believed  its  election  process  has 
failed,  its  only  option  was  to  hold 
another  election. 

Nonetheless,  near  the  end  of  their 
letter  they  demanded  the  board  rat- 
ify the  results,  suggesting  that  "any 
other  decision  saddles  the  students' 
union  with  a  precedent  to  suggest 
that  a  board  may  hold  elections  un- 
til it  gets  the  result  it  wants." 


The  Varsity  Levy  Increase  Referendum  Questions 

Below  are  the  referendum  questions  on  increasing  the  Varsity  Student  Newspaper's  student  levy,  which 
will  he  voted  on  on  the  days  of  Wednesday,  March  21  and  Thursday,  March  22, 2006  by  full-time  under- 
graduate students.  Place  your  vote  at  the  following  locations: 
St.  George:  Robarts  Second  Floor  Lobby 
UTM:  The  Meeting  Place  (South  Building) 
UTSC:  The  Meeting  Place 

Preamble: 

The  Varsity,  the  University  of  Toronto's  student  newspaper,  is  the  largest  and  most  widely  read  student 
newspaper  in  Canada.  Despite  this  fact.  The  Varsity  currently  receives  a  tiny  student  levy:  just  $1.26  per 
fall  and  winter  period  —  compared  to  $5  and  $10  for  other  student  newspapers  around  the  country. 

Our  lack  of  funds  has  forced  us  to  shrink  the  paper  to  half  its  size  just  to  cover  costs.  The  amount  we  re- 
ceive per  semester  has  not  increased  substantially  in  over  25  years.  To  continue  providing  quality  coverage, 
we  must  increase  our  levy  to  be  a  sustainable  organization  for  years  to  come. 

We  are  seeking  consent  from  all  undergraduate  full-time  students  to  increase  the  Varsity  fee.  The  pro- 
posed increase  is  $0.62  per  session  in  the  fall  and  winter  period  (for  a  total  fee  of  $2.50  per  fall  and  winter 
period).  This  increase  would  start  in  the  fall  of  2007. 

Question: 

Are  you  in  favour  of  an  increase  to  the  Varsity  levy  as  described  in  the  preamble? 

Yes  No 

Preamble: 

The  Varsity  is  seeking  consent  from  its  members  to  establish  an  annual  cost  of  living  increase  to  the  Var- 
sity levy. 

The  Varsity  is  seeking  the  ability  to  annually  adjust  fees  to  reflect  the  inflation  as  communicated  by  the 
University  and  measured  by  Statistics  Canada  (Decemh)er-over-December)  as  of  December  31  of  the  previ- 
ous year.  This  annual  adjustment  will  help  ensure  that  rising  inflation  does  not  disproportionately  affect 
the  Varsity  levy. 

The  Varsity's  lack  of  funds,  despite  cost-cutting  measures  and  increased  advertising  revenue,  reflects  the 
fact  that  the  Varsity  fee  is  not  tied  to  the  rate  of  inflation.  Since  The  Varsity's  last  substantial  rate  increase, 
inflation  has  increased  by  1 10%,  effectively  reducing  the  fee  by  over  50%. 

Question: 

Are  you  in  favour  of  establishing  an  annual  cost  of  living  increase  to  the  Varsity  levy  as  described  in  the 
preamble? 


Yes 


No 


The  board  opted  to  hold  the 
new  election  despite  the  urgings  of 
Vavrusa  and  the  others.  Once  again, 
the  positions  of  president,  VP  stu- 
dents and  equity,  VP  academics, 
and  VP  external  will  be  up  for  grabs 
on  April  9,  in  an  election  costing 
around  $1,600. 

"I'm  exhausted,  not  tired,"  said 
chair  Vavrusa,  after  the  nearly  six- 
hour  meeting  came  to  a  close,  and 
with  it  a  weeks-long  elections  deba- 
cle, pending  a  few  more  hurdles. 

Of  concern  to  the  chair  is  the  fact 
that  the  elections  committee,  con- 
tracted to  run  two  elections  dur- 
ing their  employment,  will  have  to 
agree  to  extend  their  employment 
period  before  any  election  can  pro- 
ceed. Additionally,  the  day  of  the  re- 
election coincides  with  the  last  day 
of  class  for  UTSC  students  and  is  a 
religious  holiday. 

The  conditions  of  the  re-election 
require  a  five  per  cent  minimum 
voter  turnout  in  order  for  the  elec- 
tion to  be  deemed  valid,  about  half 
the  average  turnout  for  SCSU  elec- 
tions in  the  past.  In  the  event  of  a 
failure  Vo  reach  this  outcome,  the 
board  will  try  once  more  to  ratify 
the  initial  Elections  Committee  re- 
port they  rejected  for  the  2007  ex- 
ecutive elections. 

If  voter  turnout  is  between  five 
and  nine  per  cent  of  eligible  UTSC 
students,  successful  candidates 
will  serve  their  positions  for  a  half- 
term  until  October,  when  another 
election  will  be  held  for  executive 
positions. 
"I'm  really  doubtful  that  [Vavrusa] 
can  be  reached... 1  don't  even  know 
if  I'll  be  here,"  said  Vavrusa,  laugh- 
ing. 


Alexandru  Rascanu  earned  the  most 
votes  in  the  SCSU  president  election 
earlier  this  month. 


About  the  $1,600  price  tag  of  an- 
other election,  the  three-year  SCSU 
veteran  had  this  to  say:  "That's  a  lot 
of  student  money  that  could  be,  in 
essence,  useless  if  we  don't  have 
enough  voter  turnout." 


//DEPARTMENT  OF  CORRECTIONS 


In  our  story  "UTSC  split  by  election  tumult,"  (Mar.  12),  we  refered  to 
two  "SAC  staffers"  who  attended  the  SCSU  board  meeting  last  Friday.  In 
fact,  "SAC  staffers"  would  be  understood  by  most  to  mean  full-time  staff 
of  the  Students'  Administrative  Council  (soon  to  be  UTSU),  and  we  er- 
roneously used  that  construction  to  refer  to  people  who  were  in  fact  "a 
current  SAC  executive  and  a  Ryerson  Students'  Union  staffer" — which 
we  think  accurately  describes  Vlad  Glebov  and  Shaila  Kibria. 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 
now  I  want  to 


stand  up 
for  the  public'' 


Meet  Andrew. 

To  build  on  his  education  and  get  the  skill  set  employers 
were  looking  for,  Andrew  earned  his  Postgraduate  Certificate 
in  Public  Administration  from  Humber  in  only  3  semesters. 
He  now  wori<s  for  the  Ministry  of  Community  and 
Social  Services.  We  think  he's  found  the  meaningful 
career  he  always  wanted. 

Public  Administration,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


HUMBER  Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 

The  Business  Schouj         ,  _    Vlsjtjjs  at  y|ffiniy.business.humber.ca 
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•  THE  VARSITY  is  the  largest  student  newspaper  in  Canada,  \ 
but  its  student  fee  is  one  of  the  lowest  of  any  paper 

•  We  receive  one-tenth  as  much  money  from  students  as  other : 
student-run  publications  in  the  country  that  get  $4-$10  per 
student  (we  currently  get  $1.89  per  year)  I 

•  The  amount  we  receive  has  not  changed  in  over  25  years,  ' 
nor  has  it  increased  to  reflect  the  rate  of  inflation  j 

•  Because  this  levy  is  our  only  dependable  source  of  revenue,  ; 
THE  VARSITY  has  shrunk  to  half  the  size  it  was  only  a 
decade  ago  I 

THE  VARSITY  is  already  50%  ads— attracting  more 
advertising  would  compromise  quality 


Rising  costs  have  forced  us  to  to  cut  our  services  to  the  university  community,  such  as 
FREE  ad  space  for  campus  groups 


This  year,  we  cut  our  budget  by  $17,000 

Without  a  higher  student  levy,  THE  VARSITY  will  face  a  serious  funding  shortage 


ITUiENTS  V0T€ 

PREE  LISTINGS'FOrALL 
G  AM  PUS  IG  RaU  RSiAN  DsGLU  BS 


CAST  YOUR  VOTE:  MABCH  21-22 


George:  Robarts  Second  Floor  Lobby  UTM:  The  Meeting  Plaqe  (South  Building)  UTSC:  The  Meeting  Place 
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//CRIME  BRIEFS: 
FEB.  26 -MAR.  14 


Since  the  school's  reopening  after 
reading  week,  31  incidents  have 
been  reported  to  the  University  of 
Toronto  Campus  Community  Po- 
lice. Thefts  are  the  most  common 
crimes — as  has  generally  been  the 
case  throughout  the  year — with  11 
thefts  reported  this  period. 

As  usual,  Robarts  and  the  Rotman 
business  school  are  dangerous  plac- 
es to  leave  belongings  unattended. 
Five  laptops  were  stolen  from  these 
two  buildings  alone  between  Feb.  28 
and  March  8. 

Some  more  unusual  thefts  this 
period  included  a  student  caught  at- 
tempting to  steal  journals  from  Ger- 
stein  on  March  11,  and  10  five-gallon 
water  bottles  being  stolen  from  the 
Health  Sciences  building  on  Feb.  28. 

There  was  also  an  unusually  large 
number  of  lost  keys  or  credentials 
reported.  Six  FOBs  went  missing 
within  just  six  days. 

Only  one  assault  was  reported, 
when  an  altercation  occurred  be- 
tween two  men  at  Bahen  on  March  9. 

Three  break-and-enter  attempts 
were  made,  at  the  89  Chestnut  resi- 
dence. Varsity  Arena  and  Wetmore 
Hall,  causing  a  total  of  over  $1,000 
in  damage.  Other,  unintended,  dam- 
ages were  sustained  by  the  Gal- 
braith  building,  the  35  Charles  St. 
residence,  and  in  the  underground 
parking  lots  of  the  Dentistry  build- 
ing, where  a  vehicle  backed  into 
a  cement  pillar.  Cement  being  the 
stronger  material,  the  damage  was 
limited  to  the  car  itself,  as  the  U  of  T 
police  report  noted. 
-AMYSMITHERS 


Engineering  a 
better  image 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


Students  in  Engineering  Science 
have  long, thought  themselves  spe- 
cial. Now,  the  Faculty  of  Applied  Sci- 
ence and  Engineering  is  moving  to 
enshrine  that  special  status  in  the 
name  of  their  engineering  degree, 
by  having  them  receive  a  "BASc  in 
Engineering  Science." 

This  is  to  recognize  the  program's 
"distinct"  nature,  said  Engineering 
Science  division  chair  Will  Cluett. 

"We're  trying  to  develop  name- 
brand  recognition  for  Engineering 
Science,"  he  said. 

Engineering  Science  is  one  of  10 
engineering  programs  offered  by 
the  Faculty.  It  is  also  the  most  com- 
petitive. Around  300  frosh  started 
out  in  Eng  Scl  each  fall.  Up  to  a  quar- 
ter of  them  drop  or  transfer  out  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

In  their  first  two  years,  Eng  Scis 
are  drilled  at  an  "accelerated  pace" 
in  all  the  toughest  subjects:  chem- 
istry, bio,  math,  and  everything  in 
between.  They  also  spend  a  term 
building  a  robot  in  teams  during 
second  year.  In  the  last  two  years, 
Eng  Scis  fan  out  into  one  of  eight 
specializations,  called  options. 

Cluett  said  that  re-branding  the 
degree  could  convince  those  skep- 


tical Eng  Scis  that  their  hard  work 
was  worth  it.  And  employers  might 
come  to  value  students  with  such  a 
degree  very  highly,  he  added. 

But  some  students  are  luke- 
warm to  the  idea  of  a  degree  name 
change. 

"Many  students  feel  that  our  fac- 
ulty is  only  doing  this  to  distinguish 
ourselves  from  other  engineering 
schools,  as  Eng  Sci  is  specific  only 
to  U  of  T,"  Engineering  Society  pres- 
ident Mei  Ling  Chen  commented  in 
an  email. 

One  student  even  started  a  peti- 
tion to  persuade  the  faculty  to  re- 
consider the  change. 

Chen  also  mentioned  student 
concerns  that  employers  might  not 
realize  the  value  of  the  new  degree 
at  first. 

Cluett  insisted  that  the  response 
among  students  has  been  mostly 
positive,  and  that  a  marketing  cam- 
paign to  trumpet  the  new  degree  to 
employers  is  already  being  planned. 

The  proposed  degree  name 
change  has  been  approved  by  the 
Faculty  Council  and  the  Engineer- 
ing Society.  It  still  requires  approval 
from  U  of  T's  Governing  Council. 
Cluett  said  that  next  year's  Eng  Sci 
graduates  might  be  the  first  to  get 
the  new  degree. 


Town  crier  wanted.  Will  provide  pointy  hat. 

Hear  ye!  Hear  ye! 
Engineers  seek  town  crier 

In  an  age  of  flat-panel  displays  and 
wireless  internet,  the  engineers  are 
going  old-skule.  On  March  30,  the 
Engineering  Society  will  be  select- 
ing its  first  town  crier,  a  newly  creat- 
ed director  position.  The  town  crier 
job  came  into  being  at  the  March 
6  meeting  of  the  Eng  Soc,  where  it 
was  tabled  as  an  emergency  motion. 
But  the  position  comes  with  stipu- 
lations, like  having  to  wear  a  pointy 
hat. 

"The  pointy  hat  shall  be  adorned 
by  a  feather  of  the  Town  Crier's 
choosing,"  reads  one  of  the  stipula- 
tions entered  into  Eng  Soc  by-laws. 
The  crier  will  also  be  issued  a  "suit- 
able bell." 

"We  have  yet  to  get  the  tricorn  hat," 
Eng  Soc  president  Mei  Ling  Chen 
confided  in  an  email. 


//NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


The  first  cut  was  the 
deepest 

The  federal  government  has  restored  most 
of  the  $55-million  cut  from  the  Student 
Summer  Job  Program  last  fall.  The  newly- 
renamed  Canada  Summer  Jobs,  with  a 
budget  of  $85.9  million,  will  still  see  a 
funding  drop  of  $11.6  million.  Most  of  the 
cuts  were  funds  earmarked  for  corpora- 
tions. The  program  subsidizes  the  entire 
wage  of  non-profit  organization  workers, 
but  only  half  of  the  provincial  minimum 
wage  for  the  public  and  private  sector 
workers. 

Critics  are  only  partially  satisfied. 
Denise  Savoie,  NOP  critic  for  human  re- 
sources, said  that  the  new  criteria  will 
still  eliminate  some  summer  jobs.  Cana- 
dian Federation  of  Students  chairperson 
Amanda  Aziz  said  that  students  and  the 
public  should  be  consulted  before  further 
changes  are  made. 
"Summer  jobs  are  not  a  luxury-they  pay 
the  bills,"  Aziz  said. 

Always  Coca-Cola? 

At  the  University  of  Alberta,  57  per  cent 
of  students  voted  in  favour  of  extending 
Coca-Cola's  exclusive  vending  agreement 
to  2015.  The  "Yes"  campaign  focused  on 
financial  issues — the  agreement  provides 
$524,377  annually. 

The  "No"  campaign  cited  Coca-Cola's 
unethical  practices,  including  environmen- 
tal and  human  rights  abuses.  They  also 
pointed  out  that  the  student  union  only  di- 
rectly receives  $50,000  of  those  revenues. 
"It  seems  as  though  students'  votes 
are  basically  being  bought  by  Coca-Cola," 
complained  a  "No"  campaign  manager. 
-JANE  BAD. 
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Part-time  warehouse  workers 
at  the  U  of  T  Press  are  on  strike. 

U  of  T  Press  has  brought  in  replacement  workers  Right  now,  these  employees  earn  just  $9.36  an 

who  are  crossing  the  picket  line.  And,  incredibly,  hour,  with  no  benefits.  Meanwhile,  their  regular 

U  of  T  Press  is  paying  more  for  the  scabs  than  part-time  counterparts  at  the  U  of  T  earn  more 

what  the  strikers  have  been  asking  for!  than  $15  an  hour. 


Part-time  workers 
at  the  U  o/T  Press 
need  your  help. 


What 

Attend  a  rally. 

When 

Friday,  March  1 6*^ 
at  noon 


What 

Join  striking  workers 
on  the  picket  line. 

When 

Weekdays  from  7am-7pni 

Where 

5l?OI  Du-fferin  Street 


Where 

U  o/T  Press  head  office 
lO  St.  Mary  Street 


The  University  of  Toronto,  Canada's 
most  prestigious  university,  owns  the 
University  of  Toronto  Press. 


Please  contact: 

U  of  T  President,  David  Naylor 

416.978.4163 

president@utoronto.ca 

U  ofT  Press  President,  John  Yates 

416.978.2239 

jyates@utpress.utoronto.ca 


Tell  them  scabs  are  offensive. 

Tell  them  it's  ridiculous  to  pay  more  for 
scabs  than  what  their  striking  workers 
are  asking  for. 

Tell  them  it's  time  to  get  back  to  the 
table  and  settle  this  strike. 


CUPE 


On  the  front  line 


A  message  from  CUPE  Local  3261 
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Vote  to  make  the  racket  stop 


Over  the  past  three  days,  The  Var- 
sity has  been  sent  angry  letters  and, 
Wednesday  night,  had  our  reporters 
berated  and  humiliated  in  public  by 
University  of  Toronto  student  lead- 
ers. Apparently,  members  of  SCSU 
believe  that  it  isn't  enough  to  attend 
meetings,  debate  their  opponents 
and  argue  for  a  solution  to  the  mess 
that's  spilled  over  at  Scarborough, 
so  that  everyone  can  reasonably  de- 
cide the  fate  of  their  student  union. 

They've  also  got  to  make  sure  ev- 
eryone knows  they  mean  business 
by  yelling  at  a  Varsity  reporter  as 
she  attempts  to  take  notes  at  their 
meeting — criticizing  her  work  as 
a  writer  so  aggressively  that  she 
breaks  down. 

Like  a  bickering  couple  taking  out 
its  rage  on  the  kids,  SCSU  has  been 
driven  into  factions  this  week  ever 
since  SCSU's  president-elect  Alex- 
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andru  Rascanu  was  disqualified 
from  elections  after  committing  il- 
legal campaigning  offenses.  After 
the  very  body  that  disqualified 
him,  the  Election  Committee,  had 
its  own  report  tossed  out  by  SCSU's 
board  of  directors — a  majority  of 
whom  backed  Rascanu — it  became 
very  clear  that  these  factions  had 
brought  the  political  process  to  a 
standstill. 

So  far,  a  group  of  former  members 
of  SCSU's  executive,  who  presented 
a  group  letter  at  the  heated  board 
meeting  last  night,  have  demon- 
strated the  most  rational  thought. 
By  recommending  that  the  board 
ratify  the  results  of  the  Election 
Committee,  they  were  in  effect  de- 


manding that  the  board  avoid  the 
boondoggle  of  having  to  have  an- 
other election  this  late  in  the  year. 

As  of  this  morning  at  about  2  a.m., 
however,  and  after  a  six-hour  mara- 


thon meeting  (in  which  our  report- 
ers dutifully  sat  and  tried  to  ham- 
mer out  an  article  by  their  deadline 
while  being  badmouthed  by  seem- 
ingly everyone  there),  UTSC  official- 


ly opted  for  another  election.  Set  for 
the  last  official  day  of  classes  at  that 
campus,  it  is  going  to  be  a  tough 
slog  to  get  enough  students  to  vote 
for  the  election  results  to  be  valid. 
Many  students  will  no  longer  be 
on  campus,  and  although  only  half 
the  normal  number  of  votes  will  be 
needed  for  it  to  be  ratified,  it's  still  a 
daunting  target. 

The  Varsity  wants  to  encourage 
UTSC  students  to  vote  in  the  up- 
coming April  9  election.  Hell,  run 
for  SCSU  president  if  you  think  you 
could  do  a  better  job  (nominations 
close  March  23).  As  much  as  we  all 
may  feel  alienated  by  the  political 
process  there,  it's  still  very  impor- 
tant to  have  your  voice  heard. 

We  just  wish  student  leaders 
wouldn't  resort  to  the  predictable, 
if  still  depressing  reflex  of  blaming 
the  press  for  reporting  bad  news. 


Snipping 
Shakespeare  is 
no  sacrilege 


Tamara  Baluja 


Last  week's  article.  Fixing  Shake- 
speare (March  8),  lamented  the 
callous  editing  and  exclusion  of 
key  lines  and  speeches  from  Shake- 
speare's plays.  As  a  Shakespeare 
lover  myself,  I  understand  that 
indignation,  especially  when  one 
spends  an  entire  evening  waiting 
to  see  a  favourite  passage  enacted 
and  does  not  receive  the  pleasure. 
But  while  some  might  view  Shake- 
speare as  canon  and  his  words  set 
in  stone,  the  fact  remains  that  his 
plays  are  open  to  interpretation 
just  like  any  other  text.  Editing, 
cutting,  and  splicing  of  the  plays  al- 
lows for  new  and  exciting  avenues 
of  interpretation  of  the  Bard. 

The  bigger  question,  of  course, 
is  why  do  audiences  tend  to  give  in- 
terpretive authority  to  the  author 
of  a  play?  After  all,  no  one  can  ever 
know  precisely  what  the  author 
"really  meant,"  and  so  to  assume 
that  a  certain  passage  is  essential 


and  that  its  removal  would  distort 
the  author's  intention  would  make 
us  guilty  of  intentional  fallacy.  In- 
stead of  being  blinded  by  the  obvi- 
ous brilliance  of  the  author's  craft, 
it  is  far  better  to  look  at  the  text — 
and  solely  the  text — and  then  to 
choose  an  interpretation  or  modi- 
fication that  suits  the  directorial 
vision. 

When  a  text  comes  into  the 
hands  of  a  director,  it  is  no  longer 
the  property  of  the  author,  but 
rather  it  is  the  director's  to  do  with 
what  he  or  she  pleases.  In  fact, 
Shakespeare  himself  often  modi- 
fied pre-existing  plays  and  stories 
to  form  the  basis  of  his  own  plays, 
and  these  days  his  own  works 
are  recycled  by  Tom  Stoppard  in 
absolutely  delightful  ways.  If  one 
can  butcher  Shaw's  Pygmalion 
and  make  it  into  a  highly  success- 
ful musical  with  a  happy  romance 
ending  in  My  Fair  Lady,  then  even 
Shakespeare  should  be  open  to 
scissors. 


Voters,  take  back 
Scarborough! 

Re:  UTSC  split  by  election 
tumult,  March  12 

Being  a  current  student  governor 
at  the  university,  I  want  to  thank 
students  for  showing  interest  in  the 
elections  for  student  government 
this  past  month,  and  encourage 
those  who  haven't  voted  to  become 
more  active  in  elections.  After  go- 
ing through  Governing  Council  and 
SAC  (soon  to  be  UTSU)  elections,  I 
can't  tell  you  how  important  every 
single  one  of  your  votes  are.  It  may 
seem  useless  at  times,  but  those 
two  minutes  you  spend  casting 
a  vote  will  help  determine  your 
student  representative  for  the  up- 
coming year.  You  have  the  ability  to 
elect  someone  who  you  think  will 
speak  for  you  and  represent  you  to 
the  fullest. 

I  urge  UTSC  students  to  prepare 
for  an  exciting  campaign  period 
for  the  re-election  of  the  SCSU 
president.  You  should  be  pumped 
to  cast  your  votes  over  the  next  few 
weeks  and  to  show  your  support, 
because  it  really  does  mean  the 
world  for  those  candidates  in  the 
race.  Your  individual  voices  can  be 
heard  loud  and  clear.  Be  positive 
and  constructive  in  your  criticism, 
but  talk  to  your  candidates  and  see 
what  they  stand  for.  Your  questions 
can  be  answered  by  qualified  can- 
didates who  are  requesting  your 
support  and  your  concerns  can  be 
addressed  by  those  individuals  al- 
ready holding  positions.  At  the  end 
of  the  day,  you  want  someone  who 


-  LETTERS  ^ 


can  and  will  represent  you.  You 
want  someone  who  will  take  the 
time  to  talk  to  you,  so  please  come 
forward  during  these  next  elections 
and  get  involved.  Make  sure  that 
someone  qualified  and  dedicated  is 
chosen  by  your  student  body. 

I  am  totally  understanding  of  the 
fact  that  we  as  students  are  busy 
with  school,  extracurricular  activi- 
ties, and  a  million  other  things,  but 
I  can't  emphasize  enough  how 
important  it  is  to  take  two  minutes 
out  of  your  day  during  the  voting 
period  to  show  your  support  for 
the  candidate  you  think  is  best 
suited  for  the  job.  So  read  the  state- 
ments, talk  to  candidates,  and  most 
of  all,  vote!  SCSU  is  facing  election 
round  two,  and  your  voices  need  to 
be  heard  loud  and  clear. 

Saswati  Deb 

Don't  blame 
America  for 

crumbling  mosaic 

Re:  Canada's  changing  face, 
March  12 

Aaron  S.  Bayley's  article  regard- 
ing multiculturalism  once  again 
blames  the  world's  problems  on 
America.  Bayley  states  that  the 
"U.S.  wrongly  accused  Canada  of 
being  a  safe  haven  for  terrorists," 
causing  Canadians  to  turn  against 
each  other.  He  also  states  that  "our 
cultural  mosaic  is  being  threatened 
for  the  sake  of  appeasing  [the 
U.S.]." 


The  fact  is  that  there  have  always 
been  fractures  in  the  mosaic.  Im- 
migrants are  increasingly  living  in 
residentially  segregated  communi- 
ties in  Toronto.  Some  areas  will  be 
nearly  100  per  cent  Chinese  soon. 
How  is  this  multiculturalism?  A  1999 
study  by  Raymond  Breton  found 
that  75  per  cent  of  Canadians  believe 
"ethnic  groups  should  try  as  much 
as  possible  to  blend  into  Canadian 
society."  And  this  was  pre-Sept. 
11.  Look  at  separatism  in  Quebec, 
where  49  per  cent  of  the  population 
seems  to  feel  that  they  are  unable  to 
express  their  culture  and  language 
within  our  "mosaic."  Clearly,  some- 
thing isn't  working  for  one  of  our 
charter  groups. 

Finally,  Bayley  says  that  Canada's 
conscience  is  free  from  ghosts  of 
the  past,  such  as  slavery  in  the  U.S. 
But  how  about  Aboriginals,  who 
have  been  colonized,  repressed,  and 
oppressed  within  Canadian  society? 
There  seems  to  be  no  place  in  the 
multicultural  mosaic  for  the  First 
Nations  of  Canada. 

Maybe  the  Americans  have  some- 
thing right.  They  have  great  pride  in 
their  nation  and  their  shared  values 
of  freedom  and  liberty.  The  Charter 
and  multiculturalism  have  not  been 
able  to  similarly  galvanize  our  popu- 
lation. Blaming  the  Americans  for 
the  fragility  of  our  supposed  mosaic 
won't  solve  anything.  Our  failure  to 
teach  pride  in  our  historical  roots 
(British,  French,  and  Aboriginal)  is 
our  great  failure.  Strong  nations  have 
strong  shared  histories,  and  we  do 
have  one,  but  our  "changing  face" 
has  seemingly  overshadowed  it. 

Tom  Grinnell 
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What  women  want 

Mostly,  the  right  to  choose  our  own  adventure 
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Tamara  Baluja 


The  modern  woman  is  not  constrained  by  stock  2-D  characterizations  such  as  the  domi- 
neering boss  portrayed  by  Meryl  Streep  in  The  Devil  Wears  Prada.  Real  womanhood  is  much 
more  complex. 


International  Women's  Day,  ob- 
served on  Thursday,  March  8, 
is  an  essential  event  because  it 
celebrates  what  it  means  to  be 
female.  It  represents  a  commit- 
ment to  ending  violence  against 
women,  raising  awareness  of  the 
challenges  faced  by  women  in  the 
workforce,  and  talking  about  is- 
sues like  motherhood,  family  life, 
and  equality. 

While  women  are  far  from  be- 
ing universally  accepted  as  on  par 
with  men,  women's  rights  have 
greatly  increased  since  the  wom- 
en's suffrage  and  feminist  move- 
ments began.  In  Canada,  much  is 
being  done  to  include  more  wom- 
en in  the  workforce.  Take  for  ex- 
ample the  controversial  decision 
to  hire  only  women  and  minority 
groups  at  one  Richmond  Hill  fire- 
fighting  department,  in  part  to 
accurately  represent  the  popula- 
tion, and  also  to  address  female 
harassment  in  that  profession. 

But  complete  equality  can 
never  exist  between  women  and 
men,  since  they  are  not  the  same 
in  all  respects.  1  am  certainly  not 
suggesting  that  men  are  superior 
to  women  or  vice  versa.  In  fact,  1 
would  be  the  first  to  hurl  insults  at 
any  twit  who  suggested  1  am  not 
his  equal  in  intelligence  simply  be- 
cause I  am  a  female.  Nor  would  1 
accept  the  nonsensical  argument 
that  men  are  unable  to  be  caring 
fathers.  But  I  do  think  we  can  ad- 
mit that  men  and  women  are  dif- 
ferent, and  if  stereotypes  exist,  it 
is  because  to  a  certain  extent  they 
are  based  on  reality.  Women  are 
by  nature  more  nurturing,  emo- 


tional and  communicative  than 
men,  are  there  is  nothing  wrong 
with  acknowledging  that  differ- 
ence. Rather  than  a  disadvantage 
for  women,  this  trait  should  be 
seen  as  a  privilege. 

No  longer  is  the 
definition  of 
"feminist"  a  bitchy 
corporate  woman 
with  little  sense  of 
humour  and  unbridled 
ambition — unless  of 
course,  that  is  what 
she  wants  to  be 


International  Women's  Day 
invites  us  to  reflect  on  our  un- 
derstanding of  the  21st-century 
woman.  Certainly,  women  are  not 
the  perfect  homemakers  depicted 
in  the  1950s  stereotype,  nor  can 
the  image  of  Simone  de  Beau- 
voir-inspired  bra-burning  radical 
feminists  of  the  1970s  be  used 
to  define  them  any  longer.  The 
modern  notion  of  being  female  is 
grounded  in  the  right  to  choose. 
It  is  a  woman's  right  to  choose  to 
become  whatever  she  wishes — be 
it  a  housewife,  a  career  woman,  or 
both.  It  is  her  right  to  choose  to 
cover  her  head  or  not,  or  to  have 
an  abortion  or  carry  a  pregnancy 
through  to  term.  It  is  also  her  right 


to  change  her  mind  about  who 
she  wants  to  be  as  her  needs  and 
desires  change.  No  longer  is  the 
definition  of  "feminist"  a  bitchy 
corporate  woman  with  little  sense 
of  humour  and  unbridled  ambi- 
tion— unless  of  course,  that  is 
what  she  wants  to  be. 

This  conclusion  was  certainly 
not  an  easy  one  for  me  to  reach. 
Being  a  fourth-generation  femi- 
nist in  a  radical  family  meant  that 
1  had  the  "career  woman  who 
balances  family  life"  definition  of 
womanhood  etched  in  my  brain. 
The  idea  of  getting  married  before 
completing  my  education  was  pre- 
posterous, even  blasphemous.  So 
it  was  with  quite  a  bit  of  surprise 
that  1  realized  some  of  my  friends 
in  university  did  not  give  two 
hoots  about  education.  All  they 
wanted  was  a  husband  to  care  for 
them,  and  lots  of  children.  Even 
more  surprising  was  that  this  was 
their  own  idea  of  the  ideal  life,  not 
something  their  parents  forced 
on  them.  This  confirmed  for  me 
that  to  be  a  woman  means  hav- 
ing the  right  to  choose  one's  own 
destiny. 

It  is  with  this  notion  in  mind  that 
we  should  take  a  moment  to  con- 
sider the  hardships  many  wom- 
en face  across  the  globe.  Some 
struggle  to  support  their  families 
financially  and  must  endure  sexu- 
al or  physical  exploitation,  while 
others  are  denied  the  right  to 
vote,  and  still  others  forced  into 
subservience.  Their  struggle  to 
survive  in  the  face  of  adversity  is 
testimony  to  the  strength  of  wom- 
en everywhere,  who  should  all  be 
allowed  to  choose  whatever  path 
they  like. 


Dwarfed  by  the  ivory  tower 


Kafka's  got  nothing  on  U  of  T's  convoluted  petition  process 


Amy  Smithers 

VARSITY  STAFF 


I  conceived  this  article  months  ago,  when  1  was 
all  riled  up  and  indignant,  determined  to  get 
answers  and  feeling  very  Erin  Brockovich,  My 
goal  was  to  determine  whether  U  of  T's  admin- 
istrative system  is  constructed  specifically  to 
discourage  any  challenge.  It  was  unfortunately 
not  through  a  gallant  fight  against  the  system, 
but  amid  the  total  nothingness  that  has  charac- 
terized the  past  number  of  weeks  that  1  came  to 
my  conclusion. 

Last  semester,  I  encountered  a  TA  and  a  pro- 
fessor who  were  less  than  enamoured  with  my 
work.  True,  one  particular  essay  1  submitted 
in  this  class  was  not  the  greatest  I'd  ever  com- 
posed, but  who  hasn't  struggled  with  words 
until  4  a.m.,  thought  to  themselves,  "This  is  not 
excellent,  but  it's  solid,"  and  hit  'Print.' 

The  paper  was  not  considered  solid  by  the 
powers  that  be,  however,  and  I  was  given  the 
lowest  mark  1  have  ever  received  in  my  aca- 
demic career.  1  sat  in  meetings  with  the  TA 
and  wrote  letters  to  the  professor  proclaiming 
the  merit  of  my  work,  only  to  have  my  mark 
squeaked  upward  by  a  measly  two  per  cent. 

I  had  lost  the  battle,  so  I  focused  on  the  war 
I  studied  hard  for  the  exam,  and  wrote  what  I 
thought  were  three  well-informed  essays.  Sur- 
prise, surprise — this  was  not  so  in  the  eyes  of 
the  great  historians. 


After  ROSl  delivered  the  blow  of  my  final 
grade,  I  decided  to  view  my  exam  and  find  out 
where  the  issues  lay.  1  printed  the  viewing  re- 
quest form,  filled  it  out  and  brought  it  to  the 
requisite  office.  1  waited  the  mandatory  10  days, 
called  the  office  to  confirm  my  availability,  and 
waited  for  a  phone  call  back  to  confirm  my  con- 
firmation of  the  appointment.  Yes,  the  process 
was  just  as  convoluted  as  the  sentence  needed 
to  describe  it.  I've  not  even  mentioned  the  fact 
that  exams  are  only  available  to  be  viewed  for 
three  hours  on  Mondays,  rendering  the  entire 
"availability"  question  rather  irrelevant. 

But  I  did  it  all  by  the  book,  placing  my  be- 
longings at  the  side  of  the  viewing  room,  and 
refraining  from  using  a  pen  or  paper  to  make 
notes  for  myself.  That's  right,  in  a  supervised 
room  you  may  view  your  own  exam,  but  you 
may  not  make  notes  on  it,  for  then — God  for- 
bid— ^you  might  be  able  to  make  a  coherent 
argument  against  your  professor.  Silly  regula- 
tions aside,  I  just  wanted  reasons  for  my  poor 
grade. 

It  was  as  I  sat  in  the  tiny,  supervised  room 
that  I  discovered  the  issues  within  the  system 
were  much  more  serious  than  those  in  my 
exam  booklet.  Or  perhaps  they  were  just  easier 
to  spot:  my  exam  booklet  didn't  have  a  word  in 
it  that  I  hadn't  originally  written.  The  TA  had 
scribbled  three  measly  numbers  on  the  cover, 
and  not  a  word  of  explanation  to  make  them 
any  less  arbitrary. 


I  couldn't  make  an  argument  without  a  copy 
of  my  work,  which  costs  $13.  Each  exam  copy 
is  evidently  printed  on  a  rare  type  of  parch- 
ment. If  1  wanted  to  take  the  issue  before 
a  formal  review  committee  (composed,  of 
course,  of  my  history  professor's  departmen- 
tal peers — hmm,  will  they  take  his  side  or 
mine?),  I'd  be  hit  with  another  $13  photocopy- 
ing fee,  plus  $35  for  the  privilege  of  contesting 
my  mark. 

Initially,  I  fully  intended  to  go  through  the 
whole  process.  But  during  the  weeks  of  delay 
and  frustration,  U  of  T's  psychological  warfare 
slowly  ate  away  at  my  resolve.  1  crossed  out 
week  after  week  of  reminders  in  my  agenda  as 
my  other  commitments  became  more  press- 
ing. The  idea  of  $61  worth  of  food  going  to 
waste  suddenly  seemed  so  much  more  impor- 
tant than  justice.  I  was  busy,  and  after  I  closed 
ROSI  my  sad  little  mark  wasn't  staring  me  in 
the  face  anymore. 

It  was  only  as  1  sat  down  to  write  this  article 
that  I  realized  how  cleverly  U  of  T's  mecha- 
nisms had  worked  against  me.  Fair  or  not,  in- 
tentional or  otherwise,  my  mark  would  remain 
the  same,  and  not  a  single  member  of  the  his- 
tory department  would  have  extra  work  on 
their  plate.  By  now,  in  my  final  year,  I'm  just 
ready  for  it  to  be  over.  With  or  without  the 
justice  1  deserve,  they're  still  going  to  have  to 
hand  me  that  crisp  new  diploma.  1  wonder  if 
the  paper  it's  printed  on  is  worth  $13. 


Trying  to  scale  the  heights  of  U  of  T's  ivory  tower  by 
appealing  an  exam  mark  has  left  one  disgruntled  student 
feeling  abused  by  the  system. 
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SCIENCE 


Plugging  into  the  sun 

A  "scientific  morality  tale"  on  how  sunlight  may  save  the  world's  energy  problems, 
The  Power  of  the  Sun  is  a  lighthearted  and  optimistic  look  at  solar  power. 
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Sandy  Huen 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 


"Do  you  know  that  the  solar  energy 
that  strikes  the  earth's  surface  in  one 
hour  is  enough  to  feed  the  world's  cur- 
rent electricity  needs  for  one  year? 
Why  haven't  we  gone  solar  already?" 
asked  John  Cleese  in  the  film,  The 
Power  of  the  Sun,  which  screened  at  U 
of  T  on  Tuesday. 

The  film  is  Nobel  Prize  laureate  Wal- 
ter Kohn's  attempt  to  address  the  frus- 
tration he  feels  living  with  the  current 
energy  situation  in  the  United  States. 
Speaking  at  the  film's  screening,  Kohn 
said  he  was  disheartened  at  the  Bush 
administration's  withdrawal  of  fund- 
ing for  alternative  energy  source  de- 
velopment and  the  light-handed  ap- 
proach to  conservation  among  Bush's 
advisors.  Kohn  designed  the  movie  as 
a  "scientific  morality  tale"  to  educate 
the  general  public  and  policy-makers 
about  solar  energy. 

According  to  Kohn,  if  we  keep  ener- 
gy consumption  at  today's  levels,  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Energy  estimates 
that,  in  20  to  40  years,  oil  reserves  will 
be  gone,  or  at  the  point  where  extract- 
ing it  will  no  longer  be  economically 
viable.  By  then,  nuclear,  solar,  wind, 
and  other  alternative  energies  will  be- 
come commercially  competitive. 

Some  industry  executives  think  the 
crossover  point  will  be  as  close  as  10 
years  away,  as  new  advances  in  solar 
technology  may  make  solar  alterna- 
tives cheaper  and  more  efficient.  To- 
day, silicon-based  solar  cells  offer  con- 
version efficiencies — from  captured 
sunlight  to  electricity — of  six  per  cent 
to  40  per  cent,  but  the  higher  range  is 
only  achieved  in  the  lab.  The  most  effi- 
cient technologies,  at  34  or  35  per  cent 
efficiency,  are  used  in  space  applica- 
tions, where  durability  and  reliability, 
not  cost,  are  the  main  concerns. 

Richard  Swanson,  president  of  Sun- 
Power  Corporation,  said  the  solar  eel! 
industry  is  growing  30  to  35  per  cent 
per  year  and  today  represents  a  $7 
billion  industry  worldwide.  This  may 
be  small  compared  to  other  energy  in- 
dustries, but  solar  power  is  becoming 
increasingly  important  as  the  viability 
of  oil-based  energy  solutions  wanes. 
Kohn  said  he  expects  solar  energy  to 
contribute  25  to  35  per  cent  of  the  to- 
tal energy  globally  consumed  within 


50  years'  time. 

Balancing  the  energy  efficiency  and 
manufacturing  cost  of  solar  cells  is  a 
crucial  step  to  making  solar  energy  an 
option  for  homeowners  and  small  busi- 
nesses, and  a  process  for  making  the 
cells  out  of  plastic  polymers  may  be  a 
revolutionary  advance.  Alan  Heeger, 
winner  of  the  2000  Nobel  Prize  for 
chemistry  and  a  speaker  in  The  Power 
of  the  Sun,  makes  polymer-based  solar 
cells  with  efficiencies  of  five  per  cent. 
Other  possible  mass-production  tech- 
nologies include  a  semiconducting 
polymer  that  can  be  printed  like  ink 
on  a  flexible  surface.  Heeger  is  eager 
to  fine-tune  the  plastic  polymer  solar 
cell  to  10  per  cent  efficiency,  which 
would  make  it  almost  as  efficient  as 
silicon-based  solar  cells  used  today. 


//  PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  SOLAR  POWER 


A  camel  with  a  solar-powered  cooler  to 
carry  medicines  to  those  in  need. 


The  first  solar  battery  was  made 
by  Bell  Telephone  Laboratories 
in  New  Jersey,  the  foremost 
physics  laboratory  in  the  world  in  1954. 
Then,  a  number  of  electrical  engineers, 
physicists,  and  chemists  created  a  sim- 
ple but  practical  silicon  solar  cell. 

Silicon  is  both  abundant — it's  found 
in  sand — and  almost  perfectly  suited  to 
absorb  the  energy  of  sunlight.  Bell  Lab 
researchers  had  been  using  it  to  devel- 
op the  transistor  when  they  stumbled 
across  some  very  useful  properties. 

Sunlight  is  composed  of  a  spectrum 
of  wavelengths,  some  visible  to  the 
eye  as  colours,  and  some  invisible, 
like  infrared  and  UV  radiation.  When 
the  atoms  in  a  material  absorbs  solar 
energy — in  the  form  of  a  discrete  pack- 
age of  energy  called  a  photon — elec- 
trons orbiting  the  atoms  get  excited, 
becoming  energetic  enough  to  break 


but  less  expensive  to  produce. 

Kohn's  film  features  success  stories 
of  solar  power  all  over  the  world,  in 
developed  and  developing  countries. 
Already,  a  number  of  private  hom- 
eowners, farms,  recreation  parks 
and  recycling  centres  are  powered 
entirely  or  partially  by  solar  power 
or  have  begun  selling  energy  back  to 
power  companies.  In  Kenya,  an  equi- 
torial  country  perfectly  positioned  for 
sunlight  capture,  small  panels  atop 
houses  can  provide  indoor  lighting 
after  sunset.  In  one  remarkable  story 
in  East  Africa,  a  solar  panel  powers 
a  fridge  carrying  UNICEF  medicines 
during  cross-country  trips  on  the 
back  of  a  camel. 

"No  one  seriously  suggests  so- 
lar energy  alone  will  transform  the 


free  of  the  atom  and  create  an  electric 
current. 

The  excited  electron  can  be  captured 
in  an  electric  circuit,  and  its  energy  can 
be  used  to  do  work  like  powering  a  ra- 
dio or  motor  But  if  it's  allowed  to  revert 
to  its  unexcited  state,  it  loses  the  ener- 
gy it  absorbed  from  the  photon.  To  en- 
sure the  excited  electrons  do  not  lose 
their  energy,  the  silicon  is  treated  with 
impurities,  like  boron  or  phosphorous, 
that  creates  a  junction  through  which 
the  electron  cannot  fall  to  its  unexcited 
state. 

Once  a  conductive  material  is  at- 
tached to  the  silicon  solar  cell  and 
hooked  up  to  an  appliance,  the  stream 
of  excited  electrons  travels  from  the 
solar  cell  to  the  appliance  in  an  electric 
current.  The  circuit  is  completed  by 
connecting  the  appliance  back  to  the 
solar  cell,  replenishing  the  silicon's  lost 


world's  energy  picture,"  cautions  nar- 
rator Cleese.  "It  needs  to  be  part  of  a 
whole  package  of  renewable  energy 
sources." 

Windmills  in  California,  million-dol- 
lar solar  installations  in  Germany,  and 
solar  rooftops  in  Japan  are  making  dif- 
ferences in  these  areas,  but  the  great 
majority  of  the  world  balks  at  the  cost 
of  solar  energy,  which  is  about  double 
the  cost  of  fossil  fuel  energy. 

But  for  U  of  T  department  of  chem- 
istry and  physics  professor  R.J. 
Dwayne  Miller,  cost  calculations 
need  to  consider  the  environmental 
impact  of  extracting,  refining,  trans- 
porting and  using  fossil  fuels.  Solar 
panels  minimize  environmental 
costs  while,  according  to  Kohn,  last- 
ing upwards  of  25  years.  Only  10  per 


cent  of  the  total  energy  a  solar  panel 
can  harvest  in  its  lifetime  can  be  at- 
tributed to  the  cost  of  producing  and 
disposing  of  that  solar  panel. 

Clearly,  the  film's  take-home  mes- 
sage is  to  practice  energy  conser- 
vation, invest  in  alternative  energy 
development,  and — cheesy  as  it 
sounds — that  we  all  can  and  should 
help  change  the  current  state  of  glob- 
al energy  consumption.  The  optimis- 
tic and  scientifically-informative  film 
ends  with  a  personal  appeal  from 
John  Cleese  to  support  energy  re- 
form. But  after  the  film's  hard  facts, 
expert  testimony  and  scientific  dem- 
onstrations, choosing  alternative 
power  shouldn't  seem  like  a  senti- 
mental choice,  but  the  only  reason- 
able option. 


electrons,  and  ready  for  another  pho- 
ton to  arrive  and  begin  the  process  all 
over  again. 

The  concept  is  simple — U  of  T  chem- 
istry and  physics  professor  R.J.  Dwayne 
Miller  creates  solar  cells  for  his  class  in 
minutes — but  like  Bell's  historic  solar 
battery,  most  of  these  simple  cells  are 
less  than  10  per  cent  efficient  at  captur- 
ing sunlight  and  turning  it  into  an  elec- 
tric current. 

Raising  solar  cell  efficiency  is  Dr. 
Ted  Sargent's  goal.  Last  year,  the  U  of 
T's  electrical  and  computer  engineer- 
ing professor  discovered  that  a  kind  of 
nano-particle  called  quantum  dots  can 
act  like  silicon  atoms  when  exposed  to 
light:  their  electrons  become  excited 
and  flow  in  a  current.  Unlike  silicon, 
these  quantum  dots  are  sensitive  to 
infrared  light,  greatly  expanding  the 
range  of  harvestable  sunlight. 


litter 


According  to  Sargent,  today's  solar 
cells,  which  do  not  capture  infrared 
light,  lose  more  than  half  the  energy  we 
could  harvest  from  sunshine.  A  plastic 
solar  cell  with  Sargent's  quantum  dots 
could  harvest  both  visible  light  and 
infrared  light,  potentially  reaching  30 
per  cent  efficiency.  Plastic  solar  cells 
operate  alone  at  five  to  six  per  cent  ef- 
ficiency and,  unlike  silicon-based  cells, 
are  being  investigated  by  a  number 
of  researchers  as  they  are  cheaper  to 
manufacture. 

But  Sargent's  quantum  dots  could 
take  10  years  to  go  from  lab  bench  to 
commercial  product.  Still,  the  research 
world  of  solar  technology  is  buzzing 
with  the  possibilities  of  spray-on  solar 
cells  and  fabrics  that  collect  solar  en- 
ergy, even  if  these  innovations  may  be 
decades  away. 
— S.H. 
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Wanna  watch  a  photon? 

Light  is  a  mysterious  thing.  Einstein  em- 
braced it  as  both  a  particle  and  a  wave. 
Heisenberg  devised  an  uncertainty  prin- 
ciple that  explains  how  it  acts.  Today, 
Dr  Serge  Haroche  and  his  colleagues  in 
France  have  watched  the  life  and  death 
of  a  single  discrete  particle  of  light — a 
photon — in  live  action.  How  is  this  pos- 
sible? Well,  in  a  box  with  walls  of  mirrors 
at  a  few  degrees  above  absolute  zero,  a 
photon  can  be  held  for  0.13  seconds.  In 
the  same  amount  of  time,  a  free  photon 
could  travel  a  tenth  of  the  distance  to 
the  moon.  Next,  the  scientists  set  out 
to  detect  the  photon's  presence  without 
destroying  it,  a  process  known  as  the 
quantum  non-demolition  technique.  In- 
dividual atoms  of  rubidium  traverse  the 
box.  and  in  a  process  like  that  within 
atomic  clocks,  measures  whether  a 
photon  is  present  or  not.  Analysis  of 
the  parade  of  rubidium  atoms  allows 
scientists  to  sense  photons,  and  in  the 
case  of  this  experiment,  they  sensed  a 
photon  twice,  at  a  state  that  signaled  its 
birth  and  a  second  state  that  signaled 
its  death.  Until  now,  no  one  had  been 
able  to  see  a  single  photon  twice. 
Source:  Nature 
— SANDY HUEN 


Happiness  ain't  just  hoopla 

Using  data  from  two  studies  from  Ger- 
many and  Great  Britain,  researchers 
in  Michigan  and  Germany  are  begin- 
ning to  challenge  the  traditional  theo- 
ries of  human  happiness.  Previously, 
many  believed  that  a  person's  happi- 
ness levels  remained  fairly  consistent 
throughout  life.  For  instance,  studies 
have  shown  that,  in  the  long  run,  get- 
ting a  divorce  might  be  upsetting,  but 
it  won't  make  a  person  less  happy 
overall,  and  neither  will  winning  the 
lottery.  However,  using  new  data 
showing  levels  of  "life  satisfaction" — 
basically,  happiness — before  and  af- 
ter major  life  events  such  as  marriage 
and  serious  illness,  the  researchers 
found  happiness  levels  might  not 
return  to  original  levels.  Although 
most  people  were  found  capable  of 
adapting  to  marriage  or  the  loss  of  a 
spouse,  those  who  became  divorced, 
unemployed  or  seriously  ill  did  not, 
on  average,  return  to  previous  lev- 
els of  happiness.  The  scientists  also 
found  that  getting  married  might  not 
be  a  good  idea  unless  you're  already 
happy  with  your  life — the  pre-mar- 
riage  happiness  levels  of  those  whose 
marriages  lasted  were  higher  than 
those  who  eventually  divorced,  even 
as  far  as  five  years  before  marriage. 
Source:  Current  Directions  in  Psycho- 
logical Science 
— ABIGAIL  SLINGER 

Forget  Prozac — eat  fish! 

Researchers  from  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh  have  found  that  increas- 
ing your  omega-3  fatty  acid  intake, 

'BRIEFS'  -  CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


Accelerate  your  future  with  the  Diploma  in  Accounting 
Program  (DAP)  at  the  University  of  British  Columbia. 

DAP  prepares  university  graduates  with  limited  or  no 
training  in  accounting  for  entry  into  a  professional 
accounting  designation  (CA,  CGA,  CMA  or  CPA  in  the  US). 


APPLICATION  DEADLINES 

May  start:    Mar  1  (International  applicants) 
Apr  1  (Canadian  applicants) 

Sep  start:     Jul  1  (International  applicants) 
Aug  1  (Canadian  applicants) 


Find  out  how  DAP  can  accelerate  your  future. 
Visit  www.sauder.ubc.ca/dap 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 


F1 


SAUDER 

School  of  Business 
Opening  Worlds 


//  Artificial  arms— even  a  child  can  do  it! 


Last  Sunday  in  U  of  T's  J.J.R.  McLeod  auditorium,  Jeremy  Ross  and  a  hundred  other  kids  aged  six  to  12  built  artificial  arms  out 
of  household  materials,  including  Popsicle  sticks,  rulers,  straws,  and  cardboard.  Taking  inspiration  from  the  CANADARM, 
prosthetic  limbs,  and  some  novel  ideas — scissoring  was  a  popular  option — their  creations  needed  to  be  strong  and  flexible 
enough  to  pick  up  objects  like  pens,  bottle  caps,  and  Nerf  balls.  The  event  was  hosted  by  Let's  Talk  Science,  a  non-for-profit 
science  education  organization,  and  the  Royal  Canadian  Institute. 
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commonly  found  in  fish,  might  help 
regulate  your  behaviour  and  improve 
your  mood.  Previous  studies  have 
shown  that  people  with  higher  blood 
levels  of  omega-3  are  less  likely  to  re- 
port mild  or  moderate  symptoms  of 
depression.  Animal  studies  have  also 
revealed  that  increasing  omega-3  in- 
take leads  to  structural  changes  of  the 
brain.  After  interviewing  55  healthy 
adults  to  assess  omega-3  intake,  and 
conducting  MRl  scans  of  the  subjects, 
researchers  concluded  that  those 
who  ate  more  omega-3  fatty  acids 
had  higher  volumes  of  grey  matter  in 
brain  areas  associated  with  emotional 
arousal  and  regulation.  Investigators 
stress,  however,  that  more  research 
must  be  conducted  in  order  to  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  eating  fish  ac- 
tually causes  these  structural  brain 
changes. 

Source:  University  of  Pittsburgh  Medi- 
cal Centre  news  release 
— A.S. 


Dr.  Robert  Bohannon  presents  a  donut  with  caffeine-laced  icing. 


Designing  a  perky  donut 

Your  morning  double-double  not  cut- 
ting it?  Soon  you  will  be  able  to  get 
your  daily  caffeine  fix  from  a  honey 
cruller  or  a  bagel  with  cream  cheese. 

Dr.  Robert  Bohannon,  a  molecular 
biologist  from  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  has  developed  a  way  to  put 
caffeine  into  pastries  without  its  bit- 
ter taste. 

Bohannon  came  up  with  the  idea 
of  caffeinated  pastries  six  years  ago 
when  he  wanted  a  morning  caffeine 
jolt,  but  only  had  a  glass  of  milk  and  a 
donut.  He  first  experimented  by  add- 
ing raw  caffeine  to  his  baked  goods, 
but,  he  said,  it  was  "so  bitter  it  would 
just  make  you  puke." 

He  then  began  to  eliminate  the  bit- 
terness of  caffeine  and  turn  it  into  a 


small,  flour-like  particle.  Like  other 
drugs  that  taste  bitter,  Bohannon's 
formulation  microencapsulates  caf- 
feine molecules  to  mask  its  taste.  Bo- 
hannon can  now  put  100  milligrams 
of  caffeine  into  his  pastries — almost 
as  much  as  the  116  mg  you  can  get 
from  Starbucks'  Tall  Cafe  America- 
no— but  is  marketing  his  donuts  with 
only  50  mg. 

Bohannon  is  currently  pitching 
these  caffeinated  goodies — Buzz 
Donut  and  Buzzed  Bagel — to  coffee 
chains  and  bakeries,  but  so  far  the 
reaction  to  his  product  has  been 
mixed. 

Barry  Popkin,  a  nutrition  scientist 
at  the  University  of  North  Carolina, 
likens  Bohannon's  invention  to  put- 
ting vitamin  C  into  a  candy  bar  and 
marketing  the  candy  bar  as  a  way 


to  get  your  daily  quota  of  vitamin  C. 
Popkin  is  already  concerned  with  the 
high  level  of  caffeine  consumption  in 
the  U.S,  calling  this  the  "super-caf- 
feine generation,"  and  is  especially 
uneasy  about  Bohannon  adding  it  to 
foods  like  donuts,  which  are  already 
unhealthy.. 

Bohannon,  on  the  other  hand, 
urges  moderation,  not  abstinence, 
from  drinking  or  ingesting  caffeine, 
as  it  does  have  some  positive  affects, 
such  as  increased  alertness. 
Source:  AP  file 
— MANDYLG 

Beneath  that  beefy  belly 

You  may  have  always  suspected  that 
your  spare  tire  wasn't  a  sign  of  smash- 
ing good  health,  but  there's  more  to 
your  blubber  than  you  know. 

The  fat  around  your  belly  is  telling, 
and  not  only  of  your  donut  or  Oreo 
addiction.  It's  well  documented  that 
"apple-shaped"  people  with  fat  in 
their  abdomens  are  more  likely  to 
have  heart  disease  or  diabetes  as 
compared  to  "pear-shapes,"  whose 
fat  resides  in  their  hips  and  thighs. 
Doctors  conducting  medical  exami- 
nations have  even  begun  using  ab- 
dominal fat  to  measure  the  risk  of 
either  of  these  problems,  as  its  pres- 
ence is  a  faithful  indicator  of  a  defect 
in  insulin  processing. 

But  a  new  study  from  the  Washing- 
ton University  School  of  Medicine  in 
St.  Louis  is  looking  at  what  visceral 
fat,  or  the  fat  around  organs,  may  tell 
doctors  about  health.  However,  vis- 
ceral fat  lies  too  close  to  the  organs 
and  cannot  be  removed  for  study, 
so  the  researchers  took  samples  of 
blood  that  drains  this  fat  tissue.  With 
blood  from  25  obese  patients  under- 
going gastric  bypass,  the  team  found 
that  the  blood  around  visceral  fat  has 


50  per  cent  more  interlukin-6,  a  mol- 
ecule that  helps  elicit  inflammatory 
responses,  than  blood  that  services 
other  parts  of  the  body,  like  muscle. 
They  also  found  another  inflamma- 
tory molecule,  C-reactive  protein, 
which  may  contribute  to  a  chronic 
and  full-body  inflammatory  disease. 
Both  molecules  were  produced  by 
the  visceral  fat  and  traveled  through 
the  blood  around  the  body. 

A  chronic  inflammatory  response, 
such  as  suggested  by  the  presence  of 
these  molecules,  is  associated  with 
insulin  resistance,  hypertension, 
and  heart  disease.  According  to  the 
researchers,  there  is  also  evidence  of 
inflammatory  diseases  in  cancer  and 
aging. 

Source:  Diabetes 
— SANDY  HUEN 

Finding  the  child  in  us 

Humans  have  an  unusually  long 
childhood  compared  to  chimpan- 
zees, and  a  new  study  suggests  we 
may  have  evolved  this  characteris- 
tic over  160,000  years  ago.  Study- 
ing the  fossils  of  a  Moroccan  child, 
one  of  the  earliest  Homo  sapiens, 
the  research  team  measured  tooth 
development — the  age  at  which  mo- 
lar teeth  arrive,  in  particular — as 
an  indicator  of  how  long  the  child 
remained  a  child.  At  almost  eight 
years  old,  the  Moroccan  child  shows 
a  similar  duration  of  childhood  as 
modern  humans,  which  may  be 
linked  to  the  cultural  changes  that 
arose  to  give  children  a  greater  op- 
portunity for  early  learning.  Com- 
pared to  the  six  million  years  it  took 
for  humans  to  evolve,  the  appear- 
ance of  this  trait  in  our  evolutionary 
history  is  relatively  late. 
SOURCE:  Max  Planck  Society 
— S.H. 
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^oo's  actors  battle  for  attention 

Trippy  digital  landscapes  threaten  to  upstage  flesh  and  bone 


Radheyan  Sitnonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


As  you  might've  heard,  there's  a  bat- 
tle in  300.  But  besides  the  obvious 
one  between  the  handful  of  mostly- 
naked  Spartan  beefcaite  and  the 
invading  Persian  army  of  darkness, 
there's  a  more  subtle  battle.  And 
for  this  behind-the-scenes  struggle, 
the  outcome  looks  just  as  grim  as  it 
does  for  our  lads  in  leather. 

Well,  this  second  battle  isn't  ex- 
actly behind  the  scenes,  it  is  the 
scenes.  It's  a  pitched  fight  for  the 
audience's  attention,  torn  between 
the  film's  (gleefully  distorted)  his- 
torical subject  and  the  drugged-out 
CG  phantasmagoria  of  otherworldly 
beasts  and  freeze-framing  geysers 
of  blood. 

Between  the  striking  red  and 
earth-toned  visual  tapestry  of 
ripped  men  and  rugged  landscapes 
that  dominates  the  screen  through- 
out the  film's  117-minute  run  time, 
the  human  actors  go  to  superhuman 
lengths  just  to  get  noticed  amid  the 
overpowering  CGI  circus. 

The  actors  stress  every  line  of  di- 
alogue to  the  breaking  point,  clench 
every  muscle  till  your  neck  starts  to 
spasm  in  sympathy,  and  roar  till 
they  drop  to  compete  against  the 
superior  forces  of  the  film's  anima- 
tors. 

Acting  an  entire  film  against  a 
green  screen  is  hard  enough.  But  to 
do  so  knowing  that  your  unseen  op- 
ponents include  the  best  graphics 
computers  money  can  buy  is  prob- 
ably too  much  of  an  uphill  battle  for 
anyone.  Compared  to  a  15-foot  troll 
with  dripping  fangs  or  a  demonic 
blob  with  swords  for  arms,  even 
a  Spartan  is  just  another  puny  hu- 
man. 

And  it's  difficult  to  tell  who  wins. 
At  times  the  actors — the  realest 
things  in  the  movie — seem  like  little 


The  real  battle  in  300  is  man  vs.  CGI. 

dolls  lost  in  director  Zack  Snyder's 
toybox.  But  at  other  moments,  the 
surroundings  themselves  tremble 
at  the  sight  of  the  growling  loin- 
clothed  Adonises,  hyper-heroically 
posed  and  pumped  to  take  on  an 
endless  army. 

Snyder's  full-frontal  assault  on 
the  senses,  sadly,  leaves  no  room 
for  any  developed  characters,  mor- 
al thought,  or  even  historical  real- 


ism (Snyder  has  excused  the  latter 
fault  with  the  line  that  300  is  meant 
to  be  true  only  to  the  fireside  exag- 
gerations of  ancient  Greek  storytell- 
ers). 

Instead,  the  film's  gory  visual  ex- 
cess is  counterbalanced  by  charac- 
ters and  plot  so  economic — so,  dare 
I  say,  spartan — that  you  could  eas- 
ily miss  them  completely.  The  flesh 
in  the  movie  is  not  there  to  bring  a 


human  "touch"  to  the  screen,  but 
merely  as  containers  of  blood,  guts, 
and  machismo.  For  the  guys  in  the 
audience  this  means  a  chance  to 
cheer  for  blood,  and  for  the  ladies 
(and  some  guys)  it  means  a  good 
ogle-fest.  Cast  as  eye-candy  against 
a  backdrop  of  more  eye-candy,  the 
actors  are  at  the  wrong  end  of  the 
digital  advantage. 
The  only  excess  as  bombastic 


as  300's  digital  scenery  (and  the 
performances  that  chew  it),  is  the 
amount  of  popcorn  that  will  un- 
doubtedly be  consumed  by  legions 
of  fanboys  and  girls  drawn  to  2007's 
very  first  blockbuster  hit,  escaping 
into  a  world  of  muscles  and  brav- 
ery. 

Rating:  VVVvW 


What's  in  a  name? 

The  Namesake  abandons  its  confused  protagonist 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


With  her  latest  cross-cultural  opus. 
The  Namesake,  director  Mira  Nair 
(^Monsoon  Wedding)  has  reaffirmed 
her  artful  vision  of  the  Indian  di- 
aspora that  runs  throughout  her 
work.  However,  the  film  gets  stuck 
in  a  generation  gap  it  its  struggles 
to  depict  a  new  kind  of  Indian,  the 
so-called  "ABCD"  (American-Born 
Confused  Desi). 

Given  the  traditional  name  of 
Gogol  Ganguli  by  his  immigrant 
parents,  the  protagonist  (Kal  Penn) 
adopts  an  anglicized  name  while 
growing  up  in  New  York  City.  How- 
ever, his  ethnic  issues  prove  to  be 
far  less  authentic  (and  coherent) 
than  those  of  his  parents,  Ashoke 
and  Ashima,  impressively  played 
by  Bollywood  stars  Irfan  Khan  and 


Tabu. 

Theirs  is  an  old-school  Indian  ro- 
mance cleverly  juxtaposed  against 
the  American  setting.  After  an  ar- 
ranged marriage  with  clear  promis- 
es of  relocation,  Ashoke  and  Ashima 
face  the  difficult  task  of  negotiating 
their  personal  differences — they 
marry  as  near-strangers — and 
larger  ones  between  the  linger- 
ing cultures  of  the  Old  World  and 
their  strange  new  Western  home. 
Life  doesn't  get  any  easier  when 
the  Ganguli  kids  grow  up  distinctly 
American  and  make  their  parents 
feel  like  aliens  in  their  own  home. 

Nair  paints  a  picture  of  the  cul- 
tural struggle  of  first-generation 
Indians — or  any  other  immigrants 
for  that  matter — facing  assimila- 
tion into  their  new  country.  With 
short  playful  moments,  like  when 
Ashima  mixes  a  bowl  of  Rice  Krisp- 


ies  with  curry  powder  and  cashews 
for  breakfast,  Nair  teases  out  a  bit- 
tersweet blend  of  hope  and  home- 
sickness. 

But  when  the  film  settles  on  the 
love  life  of  Gogol,  Nair  seems  un- 
comfortable and  unsure  of  her  sto- 
rytelling. While  Gogol  struggles  to 
shake  off  the  expectations  of  his 
ethnic  heritage  and  prove  himself  a 
well-adjusted  young  American  man 
free  of  cultural  restraints,  Nair's 
film  cannot  help  but  treat  his  life 
and  surroundings  as  a  one-dimen- 
sional stereotype.  It's  ironic  that  a 
woman  whose  work  strives  to  ex- 
pand caricaturish  North  American 
perceptions  of  Indians  falls  victim 
a  narrow-minded  Indian  view  of 
America. 

Gogol's    relationship    with  an 

SEE 'NAMESAKE' -PG  16 


Kal  Penn  (left)  has  a  tough  time  with  Mira  Nair's  uneven  adaptation. 
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Fresh  trao\zs. 


A  walk  through  what's  new  on  disc 


Jordan  Bimm,  Rob  Duffy, 
Samir  Siddiqui  


Stop.Die.Resuscitate 
—  Bad  Night  iSLU.) 

"I  see  zombies  on  the  dance  floor!" 
is  Stop.Die.Resuscitate's  rallying 
cry  for  people  to  stop  swaying  back 
and  forth  (as  if  they  were  working 
up  an  appetite  for  brains)  and  bust 
a  freaking  move,  already.  The  line 
comes  from  SDR's  hot  apocalyptic 
hip-hop  track  "Bad  Night,"  a  song 
that  gets  no  less  than  four  differ- 
ent treatments  on  this  vinyl-only 
gem.  "MAL  Nuit"  is  the  first  remix 
to  appear  after  the  original  version 
leads  things  off,  and  comes  courte- 
sy of  Parisian  MC/remix  artist  Teki 
Latex,  one  fourth  of  the  French  hip- 
hop  crew  TTC.  Featuring  an  amaz- 
ing lead  synth  solo  and  Teki's  own 
trademark  rough  and  aggressive 
vocals  on  top  ("When  the  night  falls 
on  the  streets  of  new  Paris!  Zom- 
bies on  every  dancefloor!")  this  rei- 
magination  really  takes  on  a  life  of 
its  own,  which  is  exactly  what  a  kill- 
er remix  treatment  should  do.  The 
B-side  to  "Bad  Night"  is  "Bounce"  a 
hypnotic  track  with  a  gets-stuck-in- 
your-head-for-days  execution  that 
highlights  SDR's  backbone:  genius 
on-the-fly  producer  Lyle  Crilly  and 
rock-solid  live  drummer  Josh  Van 
Tussle.  Also  worth  a  listen  is  Leif's 
remix  of  "Bounce,"  a  feverishly  cool 
take  on  the  original  and  a  great 
start  for  this  up-and-coming  art- 
ist. The  Stop. Die  trio  is  rounded 
out  by  frontman/MC  Cool  Hand 
Luke,  whose  unassuming  persona 
still  dominates  the  stage  and  their 
sound  without  seeming  cocky  or 
self-aggrandizing.  His  lyrical  style 
is  dark,  paranoid  and  catchy  as 
fuck.  Basically,  if  you're  at  a  club, 
and  any  of  these  tracks  hit,  and  you 
find  yourself  not  dancing,  you'd  bet- 
ter check  your  pulse,  cause  you're 
probably  dead. — J.B. 

Rating:  VVVVv 

Consequence-  Don't  Quit  Your 
DayJobid.O.O.D.  Music) 

A  more-than-experienced  emcee 
effort  for  a  dude  dropping  his  first 
polished  LP,  Consequence's  first 
G.O.O.D.  (Getting  Out  Our  Dreams) 
Music-backed  project  comes  with 
an  expected  gift  and  a  curse;  al- 
though Quence's  music  will  more 
than  likely  catch  the  immediate  at- 
tention of  many  Kanye  West  fans 


(and  the  West  production  that 
comes  along  with  the  G.O.O.D. 
badge),  Don't  Quit  Your  Day  Job 
doesn't  quite  measure  up  to  the 
music  of  labelmates  Common,  John 
Legend,  and  West  himself. 

The  Kanye-  approved  album. 
Consequence's  first  in  three  years, 
comes  with  a  sense  of  expectation, 
and  Cons-to-the-Quence  delivers  a 
solid  effort,  but  one  which  leaves 
much  room  for  tweaking. 

The  most  glaring  problems  on 
Quence's  sophomore  disc  are  the 
predictable  vibes  and  songwriting 
on  several  of  the  cuts.  While  West 
(one  of  several  producers)  is  well- 
known  for  his  inventive  takes  on 
old-school  samples,  large  portions 
of  Consequence's  work  comes  off 
as  rehashed  versions  of  some  of 
Kanye's  more  mediocre  work. 

But  this  isn't  about  trying  to  live 
up  to  Kanye — through  his  work  on 
the  underground  mixtape  circuit. 
Consequence  has  proven  himself 
an  impressive  lyricist  with  effort- 
less flow,  and  while  the  flow  and 
lyrics  on  Don't  Quit  Your  Day  Job 
are  far  better  than  average,  you 
can't  help  but  feel  that  Quence  is 
playing  it  safe,  and  falling  short  of 
the  lyrical  display  he's  capable  of 
mounting. 

Lighthearted  joints  like  "Da  Job 
Song"  and  West  collab  "The  Good, 
The  Bad  &  The  Ugly"  are  examples 
of  why  Quence's  vision  for  the  al- 
bum works,  as  his  easy-to-relate- 
to  verses  (about  balancing  9-to-5 
employment  with  his  rap  dreams) 
come  across  effectively  in  the  pro- 
duction, which  uses  a  calming,  up- 
tempo vibe  backed  by  flutes,  low- 
key  piano  solos,  and  smoothing 
soul  backup  vocals. 

"Feel  This  Way"  with  John  Legend 
is  another  example  of  Cons'  more 
natural  daily-life  rhymes,  which 
give  unique,  comical  insight  into  his 
life  experiences.  "Uncle  Rahiem" 
details  the  return  of  a  jailed  fam- 
ily member,  reminiscent  of  "Family 
Business"  (The  College  Dropout). 
But  in  contrast  to  these  better  cuts, 
uninspired  efforts  like  the  corny 
"Pretty  Little  Sexy  Mama"  and  the 
surprisingly  boring  in-house  collab 
"Disperse,"  with  guest  verses  from 
Really  Doe  and  GLC,  do  little  to 
compliment  the  smooth  backdrop. 

At  12  full  tracks.  Cons  delivers  a 
well-focused  album  with  very  few 
throw-away  cuts  and  a  few  songs 
sure  to  grow  on  his  audience,  but 
for  a  rapper  many  touted  as  one  of 
the  next  wave  of  "emcees  to  watch," 
you  can't  help  but  feel  that  Conse- 
quence is... maybe  a  little  watered- 
down. — S.S. 


Rating:  VVVW 
Germans  -  Cape  Fear 
(Arena  Rock) 

Toronto's  own  Germans  kick  off 
their  debut  LP  Cape  Fear  with  a 
bouncy,  distorted  rock  ditty  crypti- 
cally titled  "Tiger  Vacuum  Bottle," 
which  sports  sing-along,  stop-and- 
go  slacker  vocal  hooks  reminiscent 
of  the  best  of  early  90s  jangly  pro- 
to-grunge.  The  quintet  continue  in 
this  vein  on  the  second  track  "No 
Job,"  which  starts  off  sounding  like 
a  fuzzed-out  version  pf  "Nightmare 
Patrol"  by  October  Guard  but  quick- 
ly comes  into  its  own,  taking  certain 
cues  from  Broken  Social  Scene's 
more  turbulent  tracks.  While  the 
Germans  never  surrender  their 
hook-conscious  songwriting,  they 
never  trade  in  their  balls,  either.  For 
every  acoustic  guitar  and  accordion 
breakdown,  there's  a  monster  cho- 
rus driven  by  huge  guitar  riffs  in  the 
vein  of  Archers  of  Loaf,  but  turned 
up  to  11.  While  the  whole  band  is  ob- 
viously talented,  Germans's  vocals 
stand  out  as  exceptionally  catchy. 
Tunes  like  "I  am  the  Teacher"  and 
"Franchise"  definitely  benefit  from 
this,  though  they  would  be  strong 
songs  anyway.  Plus,  anyone  who 
names  a  song  after  a  character  from 
Street  Fighter  ("M.  Bison")  automat- 
ically rocks. — J.B. 

Rating:  VVVW 

Albert  Hammond  Jr  -  Yours  to 
Keep  (Scratchie/New  Line) 

To  many,  the  Strokes  are  as  famous 
for  their  gang  mentality  as  they  are 
for  tapered  pants  and  tense,  70s- 
style  guitar  work.  So  the  announce- 
ment of  shaggy-haired  guitarist 
Albert  Hammond  Jr.'s  debut  solo 
album  Yours  to  Keep  was  surpris- 
ing at  first,  because  it  represents 
the  first  step  away  from  the  Strokes' 
famously  exclusive  group  bond. 
But  ultimately  it  was  a  predictable 
move — nearly  every  huge  band 
spawns  at  least  one  solo  career. 

The  son  of  Albert  Hammond,  a 
1970s  pop  hitmaker,  Hammond  the 
Younger  displays  excellent  song- 
writing ability  of  his  own,  which  has 
been  overlooked  under  the  strict 
creative  control  of  Strokes'  front- 
man  Julian  Casablancas.  If  his  band- 
mates  denied  Hammond  a  chance 
to  contribute  creatively  before,  this 
album  is  a  clear  indication  that  the 
Strokes  have  been  wasting  some 
considerable  songwriting  talent. 


A  far  cry  from  the  constant, 
palpable  tension  of  the  Strokes's 
sound,  Hammond's  beautifully- 
crafted  album  is  packed  with  sweet 
melodies  and  lyrics  that  border  on 
sugary.  His  trademark  guitar  work 
is  most  evident  on  the  standout 
tracks  "In  Transit"  and  "101,"  but  he 
steps  out  of  the  spotlight  a  bit  to  tip 
his  cap  to  60s  influences  like  John 
Lennon  and  Brian  Wilson. 

I'm  not  worried  about  the  Strokes 
breaking  up  just  yet.  Though  they 
might  not  do  everything  together 


anymore,  all  indications  point  to 
them  settling  down  to  make  their 
fourth  album,  once  Albert  finishes 
touring  this  engaging,  if  predict- 
able solo  effort. — R.D. 

Yours  to  Keep  was  released  in  the 
U.K.  last  October,  and  it  hits  shelves 
in  North  America  on  March  6. 
Albert  Hammond  Jr  plays  Toronto's 
Kool  Haus  on  March  25  with  Bloc 
Party. 

Rating:  VVVWW 


-  Bjorn  Tiiroque 
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Certified  Management  Accountants 
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'NAMESAKE'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  14 

American  girl  named  Maxine  (Jacin- 
da  Barrett)  and  her  rich,  white  par- 
ents, is  never  portrayed  as  any- 
thing more  than  a  distraction  from 
his  own  family's  conflicts.  While 
Maxine  eventually  comes  across 
as  empty  and  shallow  as  Paris  Hil- 
ton— it's  funny,  the  way  her  fam- 
ily eerily  resembles  the  Tanners  of 
TV's  family  vomitorium  Full  House, 
one  of  many  "family  sitcoms"  serv- 
ing up  an  interesting  "all-American" 
point  of  comparison  to  recent  im- 
migrants. 

The  Namesake  is  split  down  the 
middle  by  the  divergent  stories  of 
first-  and  second-generation  immi- 
grants, which  is  part  of  Nair's  mes- 
sage about  families  riven  by  cultur- 
al divides.  Unfortunately,  the  film 
never  manages  to  fairly  tell  Gogol's 
side  of  the  story.  More  than  anyone 
else,  his  conflicted  character  could 
have  articulated  the  disjointedness 
of  his  family.  Instead,  while  suc- 
cessfully romanticizing  Ashoke  and 
Ashima's  immigration  and  stabs 
at  assimilation,  the  film's  portrait 
of  its  central  character  ends  up  as 
sketchy  as  Gogol  himself. 


Rating:  VVv^ 
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A  monumental  disappointment 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


While  the  new  Varsity  Centre 
stands  as  a  monument  to  the  ath- 
letic department's  commitment  to 
U  of  T  students,  student  represen- 
tatives have  shirked  their  responsi- 
bility for  keeping  the  facility.  As  a 
result,  beginning  on  May  1  students 
may  not  be  able  to  use  it. 

The  Council  on  Student  Services 
voted  against  supporting  the  main- 
tenance costs  of  the  Varsity  Centre 
March  2.  This  "no"  vote  prevented 
an  additional  $10  per  semester  from 
being  added  to  every  student's  tu- 
ition. It  also  cost  every  student  the 
ability  to  use  the  new  facility. 

"It  doesn't  have  to  be  this  way," 
said  George  Polyzois,  Chair  of  the 
Budget  Committee  Council  for  Ath- 
letics and  Recreation.  "If  the  vote 
stands,  intramural,  recreational 
and  intercollegiate  teams  will  not 
be  able  to  use  the  Varsity  Centre 
dome." 

In  2002,  when  submitting  the 
original  Varsity  Centre  proposal, 
the  U  of  T  administration  asked  the 
Students  Administrative  Council 
whether  they  would  accept  pay- 
ing $21.7  million  of  the  structure's 
$61.7  million  price  tag,  with  the  re- 
maining $40  million  to  be  covered 
by  a  capital  campaign.  When  SAC 
declined,  U  of  T  decided  to  pay  the 
$20  million,  on  the  condition  that 
students  paid  for  the  structure's 
upkeep,  meaning  maintenance 
fees.  Two  years  ago,  SAC  voted  yes 
on  the  proposal.  Two  weeks  ago, 
they  voted  against  it,  due  to  its  high 
cost. 


Because  of  the  Council  on  Student  Services  "No"  vote  on  a  $10  semester  increase  to  maintain  the  Varsity  Centre  Dome  on  March  2, 
U  of  T  students  may  not  be  able  to  use  the  Varsity  Centre  dome.  It  doesn't  have  to  be  this  way. 


When  the  university's  fiscal  year 
begins  on  May  1,  students,  who  have 
been  using  the  Varsity  Centre  in  the 
intramural  teams  or  recreationally, 
will  be  out  of  the  centre  from  that 
date  onward.  For  the  length  of  the 
summer,  only  private  groups  will 
be  able  to  use  the  Centre  until  Sept. 
1.  Then,  Varsity  teams  and  physi- 
cal education  classes  will  be  able 


to  use  the  facility — until  the  bubble 
goes  up.  When  that  happens,  pri- 
vate firms  renting  out  the  facility 
will  pay  for  the  cost  of  maintaining 
the  structure,  and  the  building  will 
remain  in  the  possession  of  those 
groups  until  their  contract  runs 
out. 

After  the  bubble  goes  up,  no  Var- 
sity team,  no  physical  education 


student,  no  U  of  T  student  will  be 
able  to  use  the  5,000  seat,  free  wire- 
less network-enabled,  state-of-the- 
art  playing  field. 

Private  groups  that  are  interest- 
ed in  renting  the  facility  include  the 
CFL,  the  Toronto  Argonauts,  the 
Toronto  FC  Soccer  team,  and  vari- 
ous other  private  soccer  and  social 
clubs. 


The  ramifications  are  dire  for  stu- 
dents and  student  athletes  at  this 
university. 

After  the  bubble  goes  up  next 
year,  field  hockey,  football,  la- 
crosse, rugby,  soccer,  and  track 
and  field  will  no  longer  be  able  to 
call  the  Centre  home. 

The  Tri-Campus  intramural  pro- 
gram will  be  suspended  indefinite- 
ly. Intramurals  at  the  St.  George 
campus,  already  bursting  at  the 
seams,  will  get  no  relief. 

Intramural  soccer  is  a  popular 
sport,  but  the  Athletic  Centre, 
where  the  intramural  programs 
are  currently  housed,  has  limited 
space.  Only  30  teams  can  be  in  a 
league,  leaving  30-50  teams  on  a 
waiting  list.  With  the  Varsity  Cen- 
tre, intramural  teams  would  have 
increased  to  a  72-team  league,  sig- 
nificantly shortening  the  waiting 
list. 

The  same  would  hold  true  for 
numerous  other  intramural  teams, 
affecting  close  to  10,000  U  of  T  stu- 
dents. 

The  fees  total  $17.19  every  semes- 
ter, with  an  additional  $7.19  added 
as  an  inflationary  adjustment. 
That  number  cannot  be  argued  or 
changed,  but  $10  a  semester  was 
all  the  sacrifice  the  students  would 
have  had  to  make.  If  the  vote  stands, 
the  students  will  be  sending  a  clear 
message  about  athletics  at  U  of  T: 
that  $10  is  too  much.  However,  the 
Council  of  Student  Services  will  be 
re-convening  to  discuss  this  issue 
one  last  time,  some  time  in  the  next 
few  weeks.  Voice  your  opinion  to 
your  student  representative. 


Beer  and  sports:  together  forever 


With  St.  Patrick's  Day  Saturday,  The  Varsitytakes  a  look  at  a  classic  duo 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


They  are  a  marriage  made  in  heaven, 
complete  with  the  fights,  the  make- 
ups and  the  constant  support.  From 
the  hurled  bottle  that  catalyzed  the 
Ron  Artest  Melee  to  the  sprayed  suds 
after  a  victorious  season  and  every 
heady  brew  gulped  in  between,  beer 
and  sports  belong  together,  for  bet- 
ter or  worse. 

And  while  some  might  use  drinking 
beer  as  an  excuse  to  watch  sports, 
and  others  might  use  watching  sports 
as  an  excuse  to  drink  beer,  either  way, 
the  two  remain  inseparable.  But  does 
this  pair  coupled  in  holy  matrimony 
have  a  how-they-met  story? 

It  begins — as  it  tends  to  with  pre- 
destined lovers — in  the  warm  spring 
months  that  fold  into  summer.  The 
year  was  1870,  and  a  new  fad  called 
"baseball"  was  taking  its  baby  steps. 
The  promoters  of  the  sport  had  a 
captive  audience — but  for  how  long? 
They  needed  to  tie  them  down.  They 
needed  some  sort  of  refreshment. 
Then  it  hit  them:  men  like  baseball, 
and  men  like  beer! 


Soon  enough  Burke's  Beer  had  an 
ad  featuring  ballplayers  Cap  Anson 
and  Buck  Ewing  swigging  down  a 
couple  of  cold  ones.  And  so  it  began. 

In  1881,  the  two  lovebirds  faced 
their  first  problem  child — society. 
The  baseball  higher-ups  were  get- 
ting complaints  over  the  rowdiness 
that  inebriated  spectators  unleashed 
in  after  games.  As  a  result,  the  Na- 
tional League  outlawed  ballpark  beer 
sales. 

But  this  bump  in  the  road  was  no 
match  for  the  wit  and  determination 
of  Pittsburgh's  manager,  Denny  McK- 
night.  He  could  not  bear  to  watch  his 
beloved  baseball  without  its  faithful 
companion,  alcohol.  This  led  him 
to  organize  a  rival  league,  which 
he  founded  the  very  next  year:  the 
American  Association.  Known  as  the 
"Beer  and  Whiskey  League,"  the  A.A. 
(no  pun  intended)  allowed  the  sale  of 
alcohol  in  its  stadiums. 

While  the  league  folded  in  1891, 
the  A.A.  paved  the  way  for  brewers 
to  create  their  own  teams.  Thanks  to 
the  support  of  beer-loving  baseball 
watchers,  teams  sprung  up  in  Bal- 
timore, Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis,  as 


brewers  built  ballparks  so  they  could 
better  promote  their  beer  saloons. 

Beer  and  sports  even  survived  pro- 
hibition, and  today  you  can  watch  the 
Milwaukee  Brewers  at  Miller  Park, 
or  the  St.  Louis  Cardinals  at  Busch 
Stadium,  or  the  Colorado  Rockies  at 
Coors  Field.  While  Toronto's  domed 
enclave,  the  Rogers  Centre,  doesn't 
have  the  same  name-brewing  zest, 
one  can  still  enjoy  a  tall  cold  Labatt 
Blue  while  rooting  for  the  like-co- 
loured Jays. 

But  why  beer,  rather  than,  say, 
whiskey?  As  with  all  great  things, 
from  sex  to  sports,  it  is  a  question  of 
pacing.  Fans  sit  for  hours  at  a  time, 
soaking  in  the  entertainment  while 
cheering  their  team.  If  they  were  tak- 
ing shots  every  inning,  you'd  have  the 
stadium  sponsored  by  the  local  para- 
medics. You  don't  want  to  partake  in 
a  beverage  that  will  render  you  inca- 
pable of  appreciating  the  whole  of 
the  game.  With  beer,  the  only  issue  is 
bathroom  lines. 

The  joy  of  drinking  in  public  also 
carries  it's  own  appeal,  as  sporting 

SEE  'BEER'-PG  19 
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The  usual  setup  for  Beirut. 

Known  by  many  names,  from  Beer 
Pong  to  Beirut  to  Scud,  this  game  of 
put-the-ball-in-the-cup  is  the  most 
tried-and-true  drinking  sport.  While 
each  name  has  its  own  set  of  rules, 
and  these  rules  are  often  interpreted 
differently  depending  on  where  you 
play,  the  basic  concept  is  as  follows: 
Ten  cups  are  placed  in  a  pattern 
at  either  end  of  a  table,  usually  a  4- 
3-2-1  pyramid.  Filled  with  a  beverage 
of  your  choice,  tecims  of  two  players 
meet  at  the  table  ends,  and  each  has 
a  shot  of  putting  a  ping-pong  ball  in 
the  cup.  If  one  of  them  misses,  then 
the  opposing  team  will  take  over  af- 
ter the  first  team  shoots.  If  both  play- 
ers make  a  cup,  they  get  their  balls 
back  and  continue  to  shoot.  After  a 
ball  goes  in  a  cup,  the  cup  should  be 


removed,  its  contents  consumed, 
and  then  removed  from  the  playing 
surface.  Should  both  a  team's  play- 
ers get  their  shots  into  the  same  cup, 
the  scored  upon  team  must  drain 
three  cups  before  returning  the  balls 
to  the  competition. 

Some  rules  stipulate  that  you  can 
bounce  shots  into  cups,  and,  if  suc- 
cessful, these  cups  count  as  two.  If 
two  bounces  go  in  separate  cups, 
they  count  as  four  and  the  balls  are 
returned.  If  a  bounce  and  shot  go  in 
same  cup,  they  are  worth  five,  and  if 
two  bounces  go  in  the  same  cup,  that 
is  worth  seven.  There  is  a  defensive 
strategy  to  the  bounce,  known  as  the 
swat.  Be  careful  to  not  knock  over 
any  of  your  own  cups,  however,  be- 
cause if  one  empties,  that  cup  must 
be  removed. 

The  game  ends  when  one  team  :g 
hits  all  of  their  opponent's  cups,  af- 
ter the  soon-to-be  losers  fail  at  their 
last  chance  of  doing  the  same. 

If  they  do,  games  go  into  overtime,  | 
also  known  as  rebuttals.  Each  team 
must  supply  three  cups  complete 
with  beverage,  and  continue  as 
many  times  is  necessary. 

It  is  also  common  courtesy  to  keep 
your  elbow  behind  the  table. 
—CHRISTOPHE  POIRIER 
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Hard-hitting  philosophy 

MARKVELOSO  discusses  the  lack  of  thought  behind  Chris  Simon's  hit 


In  his  influential  political  es- 
say "The  Leviathan,"  English 
philosopher  Thomas  Hobbes 
states  that,  "If  any  two  men  desire 
the  same  thing,  which  neverthe- 
less they  cannot  both  enjoy,  they 
become  enemies."  Hobbes  argues 
that  all  men  in  a  state  of  competi- 
tion are  likewise  in  a  state  of  war, 
where  the  counterpart  is  viewed 
not  merely  as  an  opponent,  but  as 
an  "enemy." 

With  this  week's  announcement 
of  a  25-game  suspension  for  Chris 
Simon's  hit  on  Ryan  Hollweg, 
one  begins  to  wonder  if  maybe 
Hobbes  wasn't  on  to  something.  It 
begs  the  question,  in  any  field  of 
competition  where  winning  is  the 
most  desired  thing:  Do  men  really 
turn  into  enemies  when  the  game 
is  on  the  line?  It  certainly  seems 
that  way. 

An  undercurrent  of  violence  has 
run  through  sports,  from  the  days 
of  the  Roman  colosseum,  where 
men  were  made  to  fight  to  the 
death  in  order  to  entertain  a  fickle 
and  bloodthirsty  crowd. 

Fast  forward  to  modern  times — 
the  "gladiator"  has  been  replaced 
by  the  "athlete,"  and  sports  con- 
tinue to  act  as  a  substitute  for  war 
with  the  field  of  play  analogous 
to  the  field  of  battle.  Consider 
Kevin  Garnett's  much-criticized 
comments  on  May  19,  2004.  Prior 
to  his  Minnesota  Timberwolves 
game  seven  match-up  against  the 
Sacramento  Kings,  the  T-wolves 
star  said,  "This  is  it.  It's  for  all  the 
marbles.  I'm  sitting  in  the  house 
loading  up  the  pump,  I'm  load- 
ing up  the  Uzis,  I've  got  a  couple 
of  M-16's,  couple  of  nines,  couple 
of  joints  with  some  silencers  on 
them,  couple  of  grenades,  I  got 
a  missile  launcher,  I'm  ready  for 
war." 

The  criticism  that  followed  from 
various  self-righteous  media  out- 
lets eventually  forced  Garnett  to 
make  a  retraction  and  subsequent 
apology.  The  incident  is  merely 
another  example  of  the  close  as- 
sociation between  war  and  sports. 
The  fact  of  the  matter  is  most  ath- 
letes, not  just  Garnett,  approach 
every  game  with  a  warrior's  men- 


tality, and  see  their  opponents 
as  the  enemy.  What  the  Garnett 
example  shows  is  that  this  is  true 
even  in  sports  in  which  very  little 
physical  contact  takes  places. 

In  a  sport  like  hockey,  a  so- 
called  contact  or  "collision"  sport, 
this  warrior's  mentality  will  of- 
ten lead  to  incidents  like  Chris 
Simon's  stick  to  the  face,  or  Todd 
Bertuzzi's  career-ending  blindsid- 


ing  of  Steve  Moore. 

Should  the  NHL  feel  guilty,  when 
incidents  like  this  occur,  since 
sports  are  by  nature  violent?  One 
can  argue  back  and  forth  on  this 
issue. 

What  the  NHL  should  feel  guilty 
about  is  their  hypocritical  stance 
on  such  matters.  Violence  really 
is  a  double-edged  sword,  and  the 
NHL  is  clearly  playing  with  both 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


•  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

•  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

» Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

•  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
«  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

i  Free  Repeat  Policy 
Personal  Tutoring  Available 
Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 


ends.  In  one  respect  they  don't 
want  to  see  any  of  their  star  play- 
ers get  hurt,  but  on  the  other  hand 
they  realize  that  violence  sells. 

Make  no  mistake,  the  NHL  is  a 
business,  and  violence  is  among 
the  things  they  serve  up  to  the  ea- 
ger masses.  Anyone  debating  this 
need  only  look  at  the  first  "post- 
lockout"  commercial  from  the 
2005-2006  season,  entitled  "My 


NHL."  In  this  commercial,  they  de- 
pict a  hockey  player  preparing  for 
a  game  as  a  samurai  preparing  for 
a  battle.  He  sharpens  his  skates 
like  a  sword,  and  puts  on  his  ar- 
mour-like padding  with  the  help 
of  a  scantily  clad  female  assistant 
(sex  sells,  too).  The  video  opens 
with  a  woman's  voice  saying,  "A 

SEE  'SIMON' -ON  NEXT  PAGE 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want 

a  piece  of 
the  action'' 


Meet  Denise. 

To  get  the  specialized  focus  that  would  help  her  zero  in 
on  her  goals,  Denise  earned  her  Postgraduate  Certificate 
in  Marketing  Management  from  Humber  in  only  2  semesters. 
She  now  works  for  one  of  Canada's  top  weather  networks. 
We  forecast  a  great  future  for  her. 
Marketing  Management,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 

now  I  want  to 

breaksome 

boundaries" 


Meet  Sanjay. 

To  get  the  practical  knowledge  and  real  worid  experience 
to  help  him  go  global,  Sanjay  earned  his  Postgraduate 
Certificate  from  Humber  in  International  Marketing  in  only 
2  semesters.  He  now  works  as  Director  of  Marketing  for  a 
major  Multinational  Food  Services  Management  company 
We  think  he's  going  places. 

Internationai  Marketing,  Postgraduate  Certificate 
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Ij^*  HUMBER  Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 

Ttie  Business  School  Visit  US  at  www.business.humber.ca 
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'BEER' -CONTINUED  FROM  PG  17 

venues  know.  Armed  with  a  small 
force  of  vendors,  teams  come  will- 
ing and  able  to  serve  their  fans  a  tall 
pilsner  whenever  they  want.  And  this 
happens  even  more  often  than  one 
would  think:  the  Chicago  Cubs,  for  in- 
stance, sell  29,000  beers  each  home 
game,  making  up  a  quarter  of  the  sta- 
dium's total  concession  business. 

Even  beyond  the  confines  of  a  sta- 
dium, beer  cases  joints  for  its  sporty 
partners  in  crime.  Take  the  modern 
sports  bar,  a  phenomenon  that  sup- 
plies a  complete  immersion  of  sports 
images,  a  veritable  escape  of  athletic 
dreams — all  fueled  by  the  sweet  am- 
ber nectar. 

And  then  there  is  the  true  monu- 
ment: the  drinking  game.  While  yet 
to  be  taken  seriously  as  a  profession, 
beer  sports  are  this  young  genera- 
tion's gift  to  the  drinking  world.  From 
Beer  Pong,  Beirut  and  Scud  to  Quar- 
ters and  Kings,  they  all  are  new  chap- 
ters in  this  long  and  storied  affair.  So 
drink  up,  dear  friends,  and  mount  a 
cheer,  to  the  most  loving  relationship 
of  sports  and  beer. 


■SIMON'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

clever  warrior  is  one  who  not  only 
wins,  but  excels  at  winning  with 
ease."  a  line  taken  from  general 
Sun  Tzu's  ancient  text  on  military 
strategy,  The  Art  of  War. 

It  shouldn't  be  surprising  that 
the  NHL  would  refer  to  a  text  on 
war  strategies  to  sell  their  game. 
How  else  can  you  explain  why  an 
enforcer  like  Tie  Domi  for  years 
was  as  respected  in  some  circles 
as  team  captain  and  perennial 
scoring  leader  Mats  Sundin?  And 
how  many  times  have  you  seen  a 
crowd  give  a  standing  ovation  to  a 
fighter,  and  not  bat  an  eyelash  at 
a  goal?  The  truth  is  that  hockey  is 
a  lot  closer  to  boxing  or  UFC  than 
it  is  to  a  sport  like  basketball.  For 
one,  it  is  more  overtly  violent,  and 
in  some  ways  the  rink  is  a  lot  like 
the  octagon,  except  that,  as  the 
Chris  Simon  incident  shows,  hock- 
ey players  have  weapons. 

Apparently,  in  hockey  winning 
is  not  merely  a  question  of  who 
scores  the  most  goals,  but  rath- 
er, as  the  commercial  says,  who 
draws  the  most  blood.  Is  this  re- 
ally the  message  the  NHL  wants  to 
send,  while  at  the  same  time  they 
denounce  violence  in  their  sport 
through  suspensions  and  disin- 
genuous speeches?  The  words 
"warrior"  and  "enemy"  are  repeat- 
ed throughout  the  commercial. 
If  I  were  an  impressionable  child 
and  took  it  literally,  as  most  chil- 
dren are  wont  to  do,  the  message 
would  be  simple.  I  am  a  "warrior" 
out  to  get  the  player  on  the  other 
team. 

In  any  case,  something  is  defi- 
nitely lost  in  translation  when  it 
comes  to  what  the  NHL  says  and 
what  it  does.  After  all,  hate  and  ag- 
gression make  for  good  business. 
Think  back  to  the  most  exciting 
hockey  game  you  ever  saw — 
weren't  they  usually  the  ones  with 
some  rancour  or  grudges?  Even 
the  NHL's  focus  on  divisional  ri- 
valries is  done  with  the  aim  of  in- 
creasing the  state  of  competition 
Hobbes  warned  about. 

In  the  end  there's  certainly 
plenty  of  blame  to  go  around  on 
this  issue.  Some  of  it  has  to  go  to 
the  NHL  for  openly  promoting  vio- 
lence, to  the  fans  who  enjoy  watch- 
ing a  "good  ol'  hockey  fight,"  and 
to  the  players  themselves.  But  the 
fact  of  the  matter  is  that  sports 
are  by  nature  violent,  and  while 
in  no  way  exonerating  the  actions 
of  a  Chris  Simon  or  Todd  Bertuzzi, 
this  may  be  a  case  for — to  borrow 
a  line  from  the  rapper  Ice-T — not 
hating  the  player,  but  hating  the 
game. 


A  sight  to  behold:  a  beer  vendor  at  a  baseball  game  makes  his  rounds. 


Waterloo  Engineering 
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think  i^out  it 


Chris  did. 


You  don't  have  to  choose  between  going  to  graduate  school 
and  having  a  life.  Chris  Best  is  proof  that  at  Waterloo,  you 
can  do  both.  He's  successfully  cuuibining  graduate  studies 
in  mechanical  engineering  with  a  promising  athletic  career. 
Named  top  lineman  last  year  in  Canadian  university  football, 
Chris  is  now  on  his  way  to  a  career  in  professional  football  - 
and  one  in  fire  safety.  ■ 

Widely  recognized  as  Canada's  leading  undergraduate 
engineering  school.  Waterloo  is  home  to  more  than  1,200 
smart,  motivated  graduate  students.  We're  committed  to 
attracting  and  rewarding  outstanding  graduate  students  like 
Chris  by  providing  generous  financial  support.  The  average 
yearly  income  of  our  master  s  students  is  $23,000,  while  our 
doctoral  students  average  $31,800  a  year. 

And  oui'  unique  inventor-owns-it  policy  on  intellectual 
property  ensures  that  our  graduate  .students  benefit  from  the 
work  thev  do  here. 


it's  not  too  late  to  apply.  Find  out  more  at: 

www.engineering.uwaterloo.ca/graduate 
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GOD  AND  EVOLUTION: 
Is  Intelligent  Design 
Ruining  Science  Education? 


A  MAJOR  PUBLIC  SYMPOSIUM 
ThurscJay,  March  22,  7:30pm 
MacLeod  Auditorium,  1  King's  College 
Circle,  University  of  Toronto 

Featuring:  

Dr.  Briaii  Alters,  Director  of  McGills  Evolution 
Education  Research  Centre 

Dr.  Dan  Brooks,  U  of  T  professor  on  the  editori.^l 
board  of  tlie  new  Outteach  and  Education  in 
Evolution  journal. 

with  your  admission  you're  invited  to  a  public  reception  to  take 
place  ai  the  Centre  for  Inquiry  Ontario,  216  Beverley  Si, 
just  a  couple  of  minutes  from  the  cvcnr  venue,  from  4-6pm 

$4  admission 
free  for  Friends  of  the  Centre 

Buy  tickets  before  prices  risel 
Buy  online:  www.cflontario.org, 
lnfo@cflontario.org 
or  call  416-971-5676 


BROWN  n,akes  the 
difference  for  you, 
so  that  you  can  do 
the  same  for  others. 


Community  Serviees 
Postgraduate  PrcArams: 


ism  and  Beh^rioural  Science  

eer  and  Work  Dounsellor  for 
urnalionally  Educated  Professionals 
iTimunity  Senwices  and  Early  Childhood 

i Fast-Track  Ojploma  Programs: 
,    Behavioural  Science  Technology 

CaiBer  and  Work  Counsellor  

Child  and  Youth  Worker  

Early  Childhood  Education 


Now  that  you've  graduated  with  a  degree  in  Psychology  or  Sociology,  you  may 
be  looking  for  an  opportunity  to  develop  an  area  of  specialization.  Our  postgraduate 
and  fast-track  programs  take  your  theoretical  knowledge  and  lets  you  apply  it  in 
a  hands-on  learning  environment.  With  our  wide  range  of  agency  and  community 
contacts,  you'll  gain  experience  in  the  field  that  leads  to  jobs  -  90%  of  our 
graduates  get  a  job  within  six  months.  Visit  us  online  to  sign  up  for  an  information 
session  today,  and  we'll  get  you  ready  to  make  a  difference. 


To  register  for  your  information  session, 
go  to  georgebrown.ca/infosessions 
For  program  information, 
go  to  georgebrown.ca/postgrad 


DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


DIFFERENT  KINDS  OF 
SEXUALITIES. 

Everyone  knows  about 
hetero-,  homo-,  a-  and 
b1 -sexual s.    They  are 
OLD  HAT.    Here  are  some 
exciting  new 
sexualltles! j 


MET  ASEXUAL  : 

"we  are  having  sex 
right  now!" 

/     "This  knowledge 
arouses  me! " 


PANSCXUAL  : 

YOU  are 
attracted  to 
everything 
ever .    sweet ! 
Good  luck, 
dude  or  lady! 


AUTOSEXUAL : 

It's  where  you  only  like  yourself, 
sure  must  be  somethin'  else! 


YOU 


But  then  what  do  you  call 
someone  who  "doesn't  just 
read  Auto  Trader  for  the 
^  articles"? 

FINE.    They  can  be  called 
"autosexual"  and  people 
wtio  only  like  themselves 
win  be  "solosexual ". 

But  THEN,  what,-—-'' 
1f  they  really 
like  fictional 

Star  wars 
pilots? 


circuhsexual: 

YOU  go  1n  circles  around  things  or 
something!    I  don't  know! 

/  what 

kinds  of 
circles?  ' 


Sexual  kinds 
of  circles! 


HYDROSEXUAL : 


You're  sexy...  at  sea? 
Okay!    I'm  done! 


That  one's 
crazy! 


CC)  2007  Ryan  North 
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HELP  WANTED 


SUMMER  CAMP  NORTH 
OF  MONTREAL: 

Hiring  instructors  for  in-line  skate  park, 
high  ropes/climbing,  waterski,  wind- 
surf,  sailing,  canoeing,  kayaking,  swim, 
tennis,  basketball,  soccer  gymnastics, 
archery,  football,  baseball,  pottery,  arts 
&  crafts,  beads/jewelry,  jazz  dance, 
electric  guitar  drama  director  female 
jr  section  head,  and  nursing  students  to 
assist  camp  doctor  www.mishmarcom, 
camp@mishmarcom 

MARRIED  COUPLES  WANTED 

University  of  Toronto  research  study 
looking  for  married  couples  who  have 
lived  in  Canada  for  at  least  10  years  to 
complete  questionnaires  about  their 
relationship.  Session  takes  approx. 
1  hour  and  pays  $20.  To  volunteer 
phone  416-978-3210  or  email  uoftmar- 
riagestudy@hotmail.com 

ANIMATED  CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS 
NEEDED 

To  present  fun  &  hands-on  activities  in 
elementary  schools.  Car  and  exp.  with 
kids  req'd.  Cool  activities.  Gain  valu- 
able teaching  experience.  Pay:  $22.50/1 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5282  Ext.  31  or  email: 
employment@madscience.on.ca 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


ALL-INCLUSIVE  SUMMER 
ACCOMMODATIONS 

Lunch  and  Dinners  Provided,  HiS- 
peed  Internet,  Utilities  and  Cable 
Included,  Great  Location  -  Bloor  and 
St.  George.  Large  and  smaller  rooms 
available:  Call  416-565-6013. 


FOR  SALE 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin,  416-979-2822, 
Around  Again  Records, 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983,  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

PC  COMPUTER  SERVICE  ' 

Free  estimate.  25%  discount  for  U  of  T 
students.  Repairs  and  upgrades  at  your 
home.  Microtronics  cO.  Phone:  416-423- 
6069,  Cell:  416-669-5700 

PICKUP  &  GO  MOVING  4U 

One  Man  One  Pickup  Truck  $25.00 
per  hr  -i-  (2  hour  minimum).  Last 
minute  OK  24/7  Steve  Ceil  416  994- 
7245. 


ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help 
with  all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in 
resumes,  applications,  and  appeals. 
Call  416-960-9042.  Email:  customessay@ 
bellnet.ca.  Online:  customessay.com 


TUTORING 


PRIVATE  MATH  TUTOR 

PhD  in  Mathematics,  many  years  expe- 
rience teaching,  tutoring  mathematics 
to  Ontario  high  school  and  university 
students.  Individual  tutoring,  very  close 
to  subway  416-452-0279. 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)-785- 


Advertise  in 


'VARSITY 


ads@thevarsity.ca 

Or  call 
416-946-7604 


VARSITY  CLASSIFIEDS  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for 
non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of 
BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail, 
phone,  or  email.  DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-iVlonday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  IVI5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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Dishing  the  dirt  on  food 


Megan  Hall 


Clear  those  supermarket  shelves — 
sustainable,  local,  and  organic  foods 
are  the  wave  of  the  future. 

That  was  the  main  message  at  The 
Real  Dirt  on  Food,  a  day-long  con- 
ference at  Hart  House  organized  by 
students  from  the  Environmental 
Studies  program.  Students,  activ- 
ists, health-conscious  consumers, 
and  profs  all  gathered  together  to 
listen  and  exchange  thoughts  on  the 
current  state  of  consumer  foods. 

The  day  began  with  a  keynote 
speech  by  Lori  Stahlbrand  and  in  the 
afternoon  two  lectures  ran  simulta- 
neously every  hour  and  a  half,  each 
featuring  a  speaker  from  a  different 
organization  or  company  involved  in 
promoting  healthy  eating  and  living. 
A  vegan  lunch  served  in  the  Great 
Hall  boasted  flavourful  organic  and 
local  food. 

Vendors  and  student  organiza- 
tions had  tables  in  the  room — capi- 
talizing on  the  increased  traffic. 
Nora  Saks  and  Maciej  Jamrozik,  two 
U  of  T  students,  talked  up  their  new 
program,  called  Fobd  for  All  Equally, 


which  aims  to  bring  organic  and  sus- 
tainable foodstuffs  to  campus. 

The  conference's  keynote  was  Lori 
Stahlbrand  of  Local  Flavour  Plus, 
which  was  hired  by  U  of  T  last  fall  to 
supply  some  of  campus's  Aramark- 
run  cafeterias.  "Go  the  distance  so 
your  food  doesn't  have  to,"  LFP's 
posters  proclaimed. 

Stahlbrand  talked  about  the  need 
to  increase  availability  of  locally 
grown  and  organic  food  at  public 
institutions  in  Canada.  She  cited  stu- 
dent-run initiatives  at  the  University 
of  Edinburgh  and  Portland  State  Uni- 
versity, which  have  brought  agricul- 
ture directly  into  the  lives  of  students 
through  organic  food  programs  and 
community  gardens.  Currently, 
there  are  over  200  farm-to-campus 
programs  in  North  America. 

Dr.  Rachel  Schwartzman,  a  naturo- 
pathic doctor,  talked  about  the  ben- 
efits of  flax  seeds,  garlic,  and  beans. 
U  of  T  professor  Dr.  Leslie  Jermyn, 
founder  of  Global  Aware,  an  indepen- 
dent media  outfit,  gave  a  one-hour 
history  of  the  globalization  of  food 
throughout  the  last  5,000  years.  Her 
talk  linked  agriculture  to  things  such 


as  the  steam  engine,  the  industrial 
revolution,  and  urbanization. 

Desite  tremendous  growth  in  or- 
ganic produce  sales  in  recent  years, 
a  U.S.  $30-billion  a  year  industry, 
only  1.5  per  cent  Canadian  famers 
are  certified  organic,  said  Tanmayo 
Krupanszky  of  the  Canadian  Organ- 
ic Grower's  Association. 

The  conference  united  several 
fields  of  study.  Joanna  Jack,  a  confer- 
ence organizer,  said  the  idea  came 
to  her  group  after  having  been  as- 
signed a  project  in  a  third-year  envi- 
ronmental studies  course. 

"We  wanted  to  make  this  acces- 
sible to  as  many  stu- 
dents as  possible, 
and   create  a 
community- 
oriented  ex- 
perience," 
she  said. 
"We  want- 
ed to  bring 
people  to- 
gether, and 
this  has  been 
an  amazing 
success." 


Model 
citizens 


Debaters  rock  model  UN  competitions,  despite 
lack  of  travel  support  from  U  of  T 


Amy  Smithers 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Not  every  U  of  T  club  gets  to  meet 
the  Iraqi  ambassador  and  defuse 
a  North  Korean  nuclear  crisis — in 
just  four  days  and  in  Ottawa  to  boot. 
The  University  of  Toronto  Model  UN 
Society  participated  in  the  CANI- 
MUN  conference  from  March  7  to 
10,  their  fifth  model  UN  conference 
this  year. 

"You  definitely  develop  empathy 
for  other  countries,"  said  Felicia 
Moursalien,  who,  despite  being  new 
to  the  model  UN  this  year,  won  an 
outstanding  delegate  award  rep- 
resenting Iraq.  She  was  briefed  by 
Iraq's  ambassador  on  the  kind  of 
arguments  the  Iraqi  government 
might  use. 

"What  I  gleaned  from  the  Iraqi  am- 
bassador was  the  need  for  bilateral 
agreements  between  countries  and 
more  one-on-one  discussions,"  she 
said. 

Just  12  U  of  T  students  went  to 
CANIMUN,  two  of  whom  took  home 
outstanding  delegate  awards.  Jeff 
Claydon,  a  four-year  veteran  of  mod- 
el UN  who  represented  Slovakia, 
took  home  his  third  Gavel  award  for 
best  delegate. 

Because  the  model  UN  intends 
to  replicate  the  views  and  policies 


from  each  country,  delegates  need 
to  carefully  research  their  assigned 
country.  Big  issues  this  year  in- 
cluded the  situations  in  Darfur  and 
North  Korea — where  delegates  de- 
fused a  mock  nuclear  crisis — as  well 
as  the  problem  of  cluster-bombing 
in  international  conflicts.  At  its  best, 
the  model  UN  is  a  learning  experi- 
ence where  students  have  to  defend 
positions  they  do  not  agree  with,  or 
look  at  an  issue  from  a  foreign  per- 
spective. 

Although  the  UN  is  an  incredible 
tool,  the  students  agree  that  its 
sheer  size  and  all  of  the  administra- 
tive procedures  necessary  can  get 
in  the  way. 

"Countries  use  some  of  the  proce- 
dures and  arguments  as  an  escape 
to  not  participate  in  something," 
Moursalien  said.  "There  are  defi- 
nitely some  roadblocks,  so  you  get 
a  sense  of  some  of  the  frustrations 
that  happen  for  real  countries." 

"You  realize  that  [the  UN]  is  not 
[creating  problems]  on  purpose, 
they  do  care,"  said  Muzammil  Ghan- 
chi,  the  U  of  T  Model  UN  commu- 
nications director.  "But  then  again 
they're  not  world  representatives 
and  they  will  do  what  is  in  their 
country's  best  interests  first." 

SEE  MODEL  UN'-PG4 


MASTER  DEBATERS:  Jeff  Claydon,  Felicia  Moursalien  and  Muzammil  Ghanchi,  three 
members  of  U  of  T's  Model  UN  Society,  show  off  their  winnings. 
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Vtest  Entrance 
ElevataJrrr 


Your  student  centre! 


IN  THE  JUSTINA  M. 
BARNICKE  GALLERY 

The  Camera  Club's  85th  Annual  Exhibition  of 
Photographs  and  the  Art  Committee's 
Hart  House  Art  Competition. 
Free.  Runs  until  March  20. 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  l:30PM 
THIS  WEEK:  Explore  Diversity  on  Campus. 
Inter-cultural  competence  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant leadership  skills  today  -  expand  your  knowledge. 
Drop  in  for  coffee  &  cookies,  meet  new  people  and 
find  out  how  you  can  get  involved  on  campus. 


2ND  ANNUAL  SOUNDS 
OF  CHANGE 

A  campus-wide  celebration  of  music,  perfor- 
mances, and  other  creative  sounds.  A  reminder 
on  the  International  Day  to  Eliminate  Racism. 
All  day,  in  the  Rotunda  and  Arbor  Room. 
March  2 1  st. 


The  Hart  House  Lecture 
ONE  NATION  UNDER 
GOOGLE 

Citizenship  in  the  Technological  Republic 

with  Professor  Darin  Barney 
March  22nd  at  7:30PM 
Tickets  are  free  but  must  be  reserved  at 
www.uofttix.ca  or  4 1 6.978.8849 


SUGARING-OFF 

March  24th. 
Spend  the  day  at  Hart  House  Farm. 
A  day  of  making  maple  syrup,  pancakes,  tour, 
sauna,  and  music.  Early  Bird  price:  $25  per 
person  w/th  bus;  $20  without 
Tickets  at  the  Hall  Porters' Desk. 


EAT  IN  THE 
ARBOR  ROOM  AGAIN! 

Come  in  to  Hart  House  again  for  your 
morning  coffee,  a  quick  bite  to  eat,  or  drinks  with 
friends.  Sammy's  Student  Exchange 
in  the  Arbor  Room  is  NOW  OPEN! 


For  more 
Hart  House  events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 


//WHERE'S  ME  LUCKY  CHARMS? 


St.  George  residents  were  stirred  from  their  post-St.  Paddy's  slumbers  by  the  20th 
annual  St.  Patrick  Day  Parade,  which  started  at  St.  George  and  Bloor  Streets. 


dDesign 

the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


GOD  AND  EVOLUTION: 
Is  Intelligent  Design 
Ruining  Science  Education? 


A  MAJOR  PUBLIC  SYMPOSIUM 
Thursday,  March  22,  7:30pm 
MacLeod  Auditorium,  1  King's  College 
Circle,  University  of  Toronto 

Featuring:  

Dr.  Brian  Alters,  Director  of  McGill's  Evolution 
Education  Research  Centre 

Dr.  Dan  Brooks,  U  of  T  professor  on  the  editorial 
board  of  the  new  Outreach  and  Education  in 
Evolution  journal. 

with  your  admission  you're  invited  to  a  public  reception  to  take 
place  at  the  Centre  for  Inquiry  Ontario,  216  Beverley  Sc, 
just  a  couple  of  minutes  from  the  event  venue,  from  4-6pm 

$4  admission 
free  for  Friends  of  tlie  Centre 

Buy  tickets  before  prices  rise! 
Buy  online:  www.cfiontario.org, 
info@cfiontario.org 
or  call  416-971-5676 


//NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Ontario's  unis  not  ready  for 
grad  student  spike:  report 

As  Ontario's  graduate  schools  gear  up 
for  a  sharp  increase  in  graduate  stu- 
dents over  the  next  two  years,  a  new 
report  by  the  Ontario  Confederation 
of  University  Faculty  Associations 
questions  whether  they  will  have  the 
resources  to  cope  with  the  surge. 

OCUFA,  which  lobbies  for  teach- 
ers, researchers  and  librarians,  is 
concerned  about  three  things.  It  says 
that  not  enough  new  faculty  mem- 
bers have  been  hired  in  recent  years. 
As  a  result,  graduate  students  now 
get  only  about  60  hours  a  year  of  face 
time  with  their  advisors,  compared  to 
74  hours  in  the  90s.  The  report  says 
that  at  least  2,200  more  profs  are 
needed. 

University  buildings,  on  average  30 
years  old,  are  another  concern.  OCU- 
FA recommends  spending  at  least  $73 
million  a  year — up  from  the  current 
$27  million — on  fixing  crumbling  uni- 
versity buildings. 

And  universities  still  need  more 
cash  to  pay  operating  costs  and  to 
add  more  buildings. 

In  2005,  the  McGuinty  govern- 
ment approved  plans  to  add  an  extra 
14,000  grad  students  by  2010.  U  of  T's 
graduate  expansion  plan,  approved 
in  December,  foresees  an  extra  4,470 
grad  students  by  Sept.  2008.  U  of  T 
had  10,780  grad  students  in  2004. 

The  OCUFA  report  worries  that  uni- 
versities may  end  up  "robbing  Peter 
to  pay  Paul" — diluting  the  quality  of 
undergraduate  programs  to  meet  the 
graduate  expansion. 
-MIKEGHENU 

U  of  T  prof  takes  gold 

A  prof  at  U  of  T  has  finally  taken 
Canada's  top  science  prize,  the  Her- 
zberg  Gold  Medal,  given  out  yearly 
to  Canada's  most  accomplished. sci- 
entists by  the  Natural  Sciences  and 
Engineering  Research  Council. 

For  25  years,  Dr  Richard  Bond  has 
sought  to  shed  light  on  the  most  fun- 
damental questions  of  the  universe. 
He  has  studied  the  so-called  "cosmic 
microwave  background,"  a  faint  echo 
of  the  Big  Bang,  which  is  thought  to 
have  started  the  universe  around  14 
billion  years  ago. 

The  Herzberg  award  was  first  given 
in  2000.  It  is  named  after  Dr  Gerhard 
Herzberg,  Canada's  1971  Nobel  Prize 
winner  in  Chemistry.  It  was  first 
awarded  in  2000. 
-M.G. 

What  is  one  in  25  million? 

The  odds  of  a  three-way  tie  on  Jeop- 
ardy, according  to  a  statistician.  But, 
for  the  first  time  in  23  years,  an  epi- 
sode of  that  popular  quiz  show  ended 
in  a  three-way  tie,  after  all  three  con- 
testants nailed  the  final  question  and 
finished  with  $16,000  each.  During 
Friday's  show  Jamey  Kirby,  Anders 
Martinson  and  Scott  Weiss  all  iden- 
tified Bonnie  Parker  of  famed  crime 
duo  Bonnie  and  Clyde  as  the  correct 
answer  in  the  category  of  "Women  of 
the  30s."  As  a  result,  all  three  contes- 
tants were  declared  champions  and 
will  meet  in  a  rematch  to  be  aired 
later  today. 
-KAREN  HO 

Stiff  price  for  upgrade 

During  a  recent  British  Airways  flight 
from  Delhi  to  Heathrow,  a  woman  in 
her  nineties  died.  As  the  rest  of  the 
airplane  was  full,  the  airline  staff 
decided  to  upgrade  her  body  from 
economy  to  first  class.  One  passen- 
ger was  made  witness  to  a  dead  body 
propped  up  next  to  his  seat,  while  the 
woman's  wailied  in  grief  nearby.  A  BA 
spokesman  said  10  out  of  36  million- 
passengers  die  in  transit  each  year. 
-K.H. 
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ASTHMA  RESEARCH  STUDY 

Primary  Care  Lung  Clinic  is  currently  seeking  asthma 
patients,  age  12  and  older,  to  take  part  in  a  clinical  trial. 

Qualified  participants  will  receive  study-related 
investigational  medication  and  exams  at  no  cost  and 
compensation  for  time  and  travel. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  asthma  research, 
please  call 

Primary  Care  Lung  Clinic 
Phone  Number  (416)  652-9336 


THE  UNIVERSITY  PROFESSOR 

LECTURE  SERIES 

^>3^^    AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Common  Ground  Around 
the  Tower  of  Babel 

J.  Edward  Chamberlin 

Department  of  English  &  Centre 
for  Comparative  Literature 

Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 


Tuesday,  March  27,  2007  •  7:30  pm 

George  Ignatieff Theatre,  15  Devonshire  Place 

FREE  ADMISSION  •  GENERAL  SEATING 
DOORS  OPEN  AT  6:30  P.M. 


For  more  information,  visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca  or 
call  (416)  946-5937. 

The  University  Professor  Lecture  Series  is  presented  by  the  !^lr^^^J^lrr 
Global  Knov/ledgc  Foundation  and  sfK>nsorcd  by  tiie  !S^^^t^i?5J^ 
Faculty  of  Arcs  and  Saoncc  and  the  Eldcrwood  Foundation.  FOUNDATION 


WIRED  WOMAN  TORONTO 

PRESENTS 


Don  Tapscott 

Wikinomics:  How  Mass 
Collaboration  Changes 
Everything 


What  do  Myspace,  Flickr,  Second  Life,  Facebook,  and  the  Chinese 
motorcycle  industry  have  in  common?  They  are  examples  of  mass- 
collaboration,  where  peers  come  together  to  create  value. 

Don  Tapscott  is  one  of  Canada's  leading  "Cyber-gurus".  His  books  include 
Paradigm  Shift,  Growing  Up  Digital  and  Naked  Corporation,  He  also 
teaches  at  Rotman  School  of  Management  at  U  of  T 

Date:  March  27. 2007  Time:  Registration  6  pm;  presentation  7  pm 
Location:  Courtyard  Marriot,  475  Yonge 
Price  for  students:  $30;  after  March  23:  $35  (only  cash  or  cheque  on  day  of  event) 

This  presentation  is  open  to  all 
Register  online:  www.wiredwoman.com 


Sponsors: 


^8  C^'HUMBER 

_  f—  School  of  Applied  Technology 
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The  real  Baudrillard 


Mark  Sanagan 


On  a  Thursday  afternoon  last  year  I 
sat  in  a  dimly  lit  and  sparsely  popu- 
lated auditorium  at  the  Universite 
de  Quebec  a  Montreal,  listening  to 
a  handful  of  profs  discuss  terrorism 
in  contemporary  society. 

While  what  the  panelists  dis- 
cussed seemed  interesting,  I 
couldn't  help  but  watch  something 
else.  Across  the  hall,  exactly  one 
row  in  front  of  me,  sat  Jean  Baudril- 
lard. 

I  had  expected  that  he  would  be 
wearing  monotonal  brown,  as  had 
been  reported  in  one  of  the  intro- 
ductory texts  on  the  man,  but  was 
surprised  to  see  him  in  different 
shades  of  brown  and  a  muted  green 
tweed  jacket — very  professorial. 

A  few  of  the  panelists  had  been 
discreetly  introduced  to  him  before 
retreating  quickly  back  to  the  stage. 
But  what  was  really  surprising  was 
the  string  of  people,  from  under- 
grads  to  academic  types,  who  had 
filed  past  him  without  the  slightest 
look  of  recognition.  No  one  in  the 
room  was  looking  towards  him,  no 
one  whispering  to  the  person  beside 
them  and  pointing  in  his  direction — 
just  me.  Yet  the  next  night  during 
Baudrillard's  keynote  lecture,  the 


same  people  who  had  walked  by 
him  heaped  praises  on  him  for  his 
great  intellectual  insight. 

Jean  Baudrillard  died  last  week 
after  succumbing  to  a  long  illness. 
He  was  77.  He  had  written  dozens 
of  books,  including  Forget  Foucault, 
The  Gulf  War  Did  Not  Take  Place  and 
The  Spirit  of  Terrorism.  It  was  in  that 
latter  book,  originally  an  essay,  that 
he  said  "The  collapse  of  the  Twin 
Towers  is  unimaginable,  but  that's 
not  enough  to  make  it  a  real  event." 

His  earlier  scholarship  focused  on 
systems  of  value  and  exchange  and 
remains  largely  underappreciated, 
while  his  more  recent  and  better- 
known  work  tackled  ideas  of  simula- 
tion, "simulacra"  and  reality. 

He  argued  that  "the  hyper-real" 
was  the  world  that  we  experienced 
through  the  media,  and  differenti- 
ates itself  from  what  we  experience 
through  our  physical  senses.  This 
theory  was  how  he  argued  that  the 
(first)  Gulf  War  "did  not  happen." 
Because  our  understanding  of  what 
took  place  in  the  southern  deserts 
of  Iraq  was  filtered  to  us  through  the 
media,  and  since  nothing  politically 
decisive  took  place,  to  Baudrillard, 
it  became  literally  a  non-event. 

These  concepts  of  his  went  on 
to  inspire  the  movie  The  Matrix.  In 
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Notice  to  Members:  GSU  ELECTION  March  27, 28  &  29 


An  election  will  be  held  from  March  27  to  March  29  for  the 
position  of  the  2007|2008  GSU  Vice-President  (External). 

Members  are  encouraged  to  attend  the  all-candidates  forum  to  hear  from  and 
ask  questions  of  the  candidates  seeking  to  represent  graduate  students. 

ALL-CANDIDATES  FORUM 
Date:  Tuesday,  March  20 
Time:  12:00  p.m.  to  1 :00  p.m. 
Location:  Room  1200,  Bahen  Centre 

(40  St.  George  Street} 


For  more  information  and  candidates'  statements:  www.gsu.utoronto.ca 


YEAR   OF   LANGUAGES   2006    -  2007 

Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  Speaker  Series 


Snezana  Trifunovska 

Faculty  of  Law,  Radboiid  Universily  Nijmegen 
The  Neiherlamis 

The  Role  of  European 
Organizations  in  Promotion 
of  Linguistic  Rights  of 
Minorities  in  the  Field  of 
Education 

Thursday,  March  29, 2007  •  4:30  p.m. 

Room  1 40,  University  College 
15  King's  College  Circle 

Free  Admission  •  General  Seating 

Visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca/languages  or  call 
4 1 6-946-7950  for  more  information. 
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Another  simulation  of 
Jean  Baudrillard 


fact,  when 
Laurence 
Fishburne's 
Morpheus 
welcomes  Ke- 
anu  Reeves' 
Neo  to  "the 
desert  of  the 
real,"  he's 
quoting  from 
Baudrillard's 
Simulacra 
and  Simula- 
tion. 

But  it  was  his  take  on  Sept.  11  that 
had  brought-  him  to  the  conference 
in  Montreal.  In  a  widely  read  essay 
he  wrote  after  the  attack  that  felled 
the  World  Trade  Center  towers,  Bau- 
drillard argued  that  what  was  hap- 
pening was  not,  as  many  believed,  a 
"clash  of  civilizations,"  but  the  effect 
of  media  and  consumer  culture — or, 
as  he  put  it  "triumphant  globalisa- 
tion battling  against  itself."  Baudril- 
lard saw  globalization  as  a  force 
throwing  cultures  together,  with 
all  their  ambivalences  and  their  an- 
tagonisms manifested  in  this  new, 
media-filtered  relationship. 

While  Baudrillard's  ideas  and  his 
texts  will  live  on,  I  am  grateful  to 
have  experienced  the  hyper-real  of 
the  man  himself. 


'MODEL  UN'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG 1 

Ghanchi  warned  those  who  hope 
to  sign  multiple  peace  accords  that 
even  in  a  mock-UN,  it's  not  so  easy. 
Because  of  how  much  red  tape  is  in- 
volved, some  find  it  too  depressing 
to  participate.  It's  difficult  to  make 
a  difference  immediately,  and  that 
turns  some  students  away  from  the 
group. 

"You  can't  go  in  as  an  idealist," 
said  Ghanchi.  "I'm  a  realist.  I  know 
there's  a  reason  that  there's  not 
world  peace  right  now.  But  the 
model  UN  helps  me  learn  so  much 
more." 

Though  its  members  claim  the 
model  UN  is  ripe  with  opportunities 
for  student  networking  and  commu- 
nication skills  practice,  U  of  T's  so- 
ciety is  fairly  small  considering  the 
size  of  the  university.  Offsetting  the 
benefits  of  model  UN  membership 
is  the  cost  of  attending  the  group's 
events.  While  many  other  societies 
across  North  America  have  their 
conference  trips  paid  for  by  their 
schools,  U  of  T  does  not  offer  money 
to  the  model  UN. 

In  the  past,  some  of  the  individual 
colleges  have  offered  up  funds  for 
students,  but  many  delegates  still 
miss  the  more  exotic  conferences 
due  to  monetary  restraints.  Only 
five  or  six  U  of  T  delegates  will  at- 
tend the  World  Model  UN  Confer- 
ence this  week  in  Geneva,  Switzer- 
land for  this  very  reason. 

"Next  year,  we're  pushing  to  in- 
crease U  of  T's  role  in  funding  the 
activities,"  said  Moursalien,  who 
considered  going  to  the  conference 
in  Geneva,  but  was  put  off  by  the 
$2,000-plus  price  tag. 

Any  of  the  society  members  can  at- 
tend conferences,  and  are  prepared 
over  the  course  of  the  year  through 
a  training  program  that  explains  the 
rules,  and  a  series  of  mock  debates 
in  the  second  semester. 

"It's  not  that  big  in  Canada  right 
now,  but  we've  seen  it  explode  in 
the  States,"  said  Ghanchi.  "The  only 
way  you  can  consider  change  is  by 
experiencing  it  first-hand.  It's  for 
everyone — all  you  need  is  to  be  in- 
terested." 
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•  THE  VARSITY  is  the  largest  student  newspaper  in  Canada, 
but  its  student  fee  is  one  of  the  lowest  of  any  paper 

•  We  receive  one-tenth  as  much  money  from  students  as  other 
student-run  publications  in  the  country  that  get  $4-$10  per 
student 

•  The  amount  we  receive  has  not  changed  in  over  25  years, 
nor  has  it  increased  to  reflect  the  rate  of  inflation 

•  Because  this  levy  is  our  only  dependable  source  of  revenue, 
THE  VARSITY  has  shrunk  to  half  the  size  it  was  only  a 
decade  ago 

-  THE  VARSITY  is  already  50%  ads— attracting  more 
advertising  would  compromise  quality 


Rising  costs  have  forced  us  to  to  cut  our  services  to  the  university  community,  such  as 
FREE  ad  space  for  campus  groups 


This  year,  we  cut  our  budget  by  $17,000 
Without  a  higher  student  levy,  THE  VARSITY  will  face  a  serious  funding  shortage 


..  _  rU DENTS  VOTE  'YES,'  WE  WIL 


PUBLISH  FREE  LISTINGS  FOR  ALL 


OF     :AMPUS  groups  and  CLUBS! 


CAST  YOUR  VOTE:  MARCH  21-22 


St.  George:  RobartsSecond  Floor  Lobby  UTM:  The  Meeting  Place  (South  Building)  UTSC:  The  Meeting  Place 
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McGuinty  plays  the  faith  card  for  easy  votes 


Tamara  Baluja 


About  a  month  ago,  Premier  Dalton 
McGuinty's  government  announced 
that  Ontario's  first  "fixed"  election  date 
was  not  so  fixed  after  all.  The  set  date 
of  Oct.  4,  2007,  was  to  be  postponed 
to  Oct.  10,  2007,  because  of  a  conflict 
with  the  Jewish  holiday  of  Shemini 
Atzeret.  Most  of  the  criticism  follow- 
ing this  move  centred  on  McGuinty 
being  unable  to  deliver  on  another  of 
his  campaign  promises.  The  govern- 
ment countered  that  the  change  was 
made  so  as  to  avoid  disrespecting  any 
religion  and  to  find  a  date  when  the 
greatest  number  of  people  would  be 
able  to  vote. 
As  it  turns  out,  McGuinty  was  acting 


within  the  law  when  he  postponed  the 
election.  Bill  214,  the  Election  Statute 
Law  Amendment  Act  in  effect  since 
2005,  states  that  "a  general  election 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Thursday  in 
October  in  the  fourth  calendar  year 
following  polling  day  in  the  most  re- 
cent general  election."  However,  it  also 
adds,  "If  the  Chief  Election  Officer  is  of 
the  opinion  that  a  Thursday  that  would 
otherwise  be  polling  day  is  not  suitable 
for  that  purpose  because  it  is  a  day  of 
cultural  or  religious  significance,  the 
Chief  Election  Officer  shall  choose  an- 
other day."  The  Act  specifies  that  this 
alternate  date  shall  be  one  of  seven 
days  following  the  Thursday  that  would 
have  otherwise  been  polling  day. 
The  election  date  is  flexible  precisely 


because  of  considerations  of  religion 
and  culture  in  politics.  Yet,  amid  all 
the  criticisms  of  McGuinty's  postpone- 
ment, no  one  has  questioned  the  role 
of  religion  in  governmental  affairs. 
This  is  puzzling  because  while  our 
society  respects  all  religions  and  pro- 
motes diversity,  we  are  nonetheless  a 
secular  nation  in  which  government 
and  religion  are  supposed  to  be  two 
separate  entities.  Why  then  does  the 
Election  Act  have  a  clause  that  allows 
religious  considerations  to  influence 
government  policy? 

In  this  case,  the  Liberal  government 
is  using  religion  as  a  cheap  vote-grab- 
bing strategy.  By  taking  measures  to 
not  inconvenience  Orthodox  Jews  and 
Muslims,  for  whom  Eid-Al-Fitr  will  like- 


ly fall  on  October  11,  the  Liberals  hope 
to  garner  support  from  these  groups 
in  what  looks  to  be  a  close  race.  This 
use  of  religion  within  the  political  pro- 
cess diminishes  the  value  of  Ontario's 
democracy. 

Recall  the  last  federal  election, 
where  former-Prime  Minister  Paul  Mar- 
tin used  Justice  Gomery's  report  as  a 
guide  to  determining  the  election  date, 
and  therefore  influenced  the  outcome 
of  the  election.  Bill  214  was  introduced 
in  part  to  ensure  that  an  election  date 
would  be  called  irrespective  of  the 
most  opportune  time  for  the  premier 
to  do  so.  Fixed  election  dates  are  in  the 
greater  public  interest  because  they 
prevent  governments  from  attempt- 
ing to  win  political  favour  by  changing 


the  dates  to  accommodate  religious 
groups.  For  once,  the  American  demo- 
cratic system  can  actually  be  seen  as 
fair,  because  its  election  dates  are  truly 
fixed. 

The  McGuinty  government  should 
have  taken  a  no-variance  stance  on 
this  matter.  After  all,  adveinced  poll- 
ing would  allow  those  prevented  from 
voting  on  the  fixed  election  date  due  to 
religious  reasons  to  still  cast  their  bal- 
lots and  make  their  votes  count.  The 
infrastructure  already  exists  to  avoid 
this  unnecessary  clash  of  politics  and 
religion.  Instead  of  political  theatrics 
and  underhanded  strategies,  political 
parties  should  be  more  concerned 
with  making  the  system  as  fair  and  im- 
partial as  possible. 


How  your  phone  call  can  stop  genocide 


Estee  Fresco 


On  Feb.  22,  2007,  International  Criminal  Court 
chief  prosecutor  Luis  Moreno-Ocampo  present- 
ed evidence  to  the  court  alleging  that  Ahmed 
Haroun,  Sudan's  former  state  minister  of  the  inte- 
rior, and  a  leader  of  the  janjaweed  militia  named 
Ali  Kushayb  "jointly  committed  crimes  against 
the  civilian  population  in  Darfur."  Haroun  and 
Kushayb  are  both  charged  with  51  counts  of  war 
crimes  and  crimes  against  humanity. 

Darfur,  which  lies  in  the  Western  region  of 
Sudan,  has  been  the  site  of  a  violent  humanitar- 
ian crisis  for  the  past  four  years.  In  2003,  two 
non-Arab  rebel  groups  launched  attacks  against 
the  predominantly  Arab  government  of  Sudan 
over  claims  of  widespread  discrimination.  In 
response  to  these  attacks,  the  Sudanese  gov- 
ernment armed  a  militia  known  as  the  janja- 
weed and  began  a  campaign  of  ethnic  cleansing 
against  the  non-Arabs  in  Darfur. 

The  Sudanese  government  has  reacted  unfa- 
vourably to  the  news  that  the  ICC  is  charging 
Haroun  and  Kushayb  with  crimes  against  hu- 
manity and  war  crimes.  Ac<:ording  to  Amnesty 
International,  Sudan's  minister  of  justice,  Mo- 
hamed  Ali  al-Mardi,  has  gone  as  far  as  refusing 
to  recognize  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ICC.  To  com- 
plicate matters  further,  many  powerful  coun- 
tries— including  the  United  States — oppose  the 
very  existence  of  the  ICC. 

Considering  that  neither  Sudan  nor  the  U.S. 
acknowledge  the  legitimacy  of  the  ICC,  it  is  like- 
ly that  the  outcome  of  the  criminal  proceedings 
against  Haroun  and  Kushayb  will  be  merely  sym- 
bolic. However,  it  would  be  a  serious  mistake  to 
downplay  the  importance — symbolic  or  not — of 
the  allegations  the  ICC  has  made  in  this  case. 
Sudan  has  consistently  hindered  efforts  by  the 
international  community  to  implement  peace- 
keeping programs  in  Darfur.  Leaders  of  the  Af- 
rican Union,  currently  the  military  presence  in 


The  recruitment  of  child  soldiers  by  janjaweed mWiWas  is 
one  of  many  humanitarian  crises  currently  plaguing  Darfur. 

Darfur,  have  been  saying  for  months  that  they 
need  military  support  from  the  UN.  Opposition 
from  the  Sudanese  government  is  the  main  rea- 
son UN  troops  have  not  already  been  deployed 
to  help  stop  the  systematic  killing  currently  un- 
derway. 

By  accusing  Haroun  and  Kushayb  of  crimes 
against  humanity,  ICC  prosecutors  are  officially, 
legally  and  vocally  denouncing  the  acts  of  the 


janjaweed  as  well  as  the  Sudanese  government 
for  collaborating  with  the  militia.  When  Moreno- 
Ocampo  presented  evidence  against  Haroun  and 
Kushayb,  he  concluded  by  writing,  "Our  work 
sends  a  signal:  those  who  commit  atrocities 
can  not  do  so  with  impunity."  Considering  that 
the  UN  has  not  done  enough  to  promote  peace 
in  Darfur  and  that  the  Sudanese  government 
appears  to  be  calling  the  shots  diplomatically, 
the  fact  that  prosecutors  in  the  ICC  are  strongly 
and  unequivocally  denouncing  the  situation  in 
Darfur  is  an  important  and  much-needed  step 
towards  stopping  the  violence. 

Canada  must  follow  the  example  of  the  ICC 
prosecutors  and  take  a  strong  stance  against  the 
atrocities  in  Darfur.  As  Canadians,  we  cannot  let 
the  Sudanese  government  continue  to  hijack  the 
international  community's  commitment  to  pro- 
tecting citizens  from  crimes  against  humanity. 

This  Thursday,  March  22,  students  from  all 
across  Toronto  will  be  sending  this  message  to 
Prime  Minister  Harper  when  they  participate 
in  the  "Dial  for  Darfur"  campaign.  All  day,  stu- 
dents will  call  the  Prime  Minister's  Office  and 
demand  the  following:  that  Canada  take  a  more 
active  diplomatic  role  in  brokering  an  inclusive 
peace  agreement  in  Darfur,  that  Canada  supply 
AU  troops  in  Darfur  with  much-needed  military 
equipment  (such  as  fighter  jets),  and  that  the 
Canadian  government  speak  out  to  ensure  that 
Sudan  stops  blocking  UN  forces  from  being  de- 
ployed to  Darfur  in  support  of  the  AU  troops. 

On  campus,  calling  booths  will  be  set  up  in 
Sidney  Smith  Hall,  the  Bahen  Centre,  the  Wol- 
fond  Centre,  and  the  Faculty  of  Law  on  March  22. 
Additionally,  anyone  can  reach  Stephen  Harper 
by  dialing  (613)  992-4211.  1  encourage  everyone 
at  U  of  T  to  make  the  call. 

Estee  Fresco  is  the  Media  Officer  for  STAND  U  of 
T  (Students  Taking  Action  Now:  Darfur). 


LETTERS 


SAC,  don't  be 
dome-heads 


Re:  Bubble  up  for  grabs?, 
March  15 

Athletics  is  a  very  important  ele- 
ment in  the  enrichment  of  the  over- 
all university  student  experience. 
By  robbing  10,000  student  athletes 
who  participate  in  physical  activity 
as  a  means  of  relaxation,  stress-re- 
lief, competition,  and  just  to  have 
fun,  SAC  is  leaving  a  black  mark  on 
the  entire  university  community.  As 
student  leaders,  SAC  represents  the 
students — and  when  over  10,000 
students  suffer,  these  leaders  are 
not  living  up  to  their  democratic  re- 
sponsibilities and  obligations  to  the 
students.  The  Varsity  reports  that 
SAC  will  be  reconvening  with  the 
Council  on  Student  Services  to  dis- 
cuss this  issue  one  last  time,  and  so 
we  ask  that  members  put  their  po- 
litical positions  and  anger  with  the 
administration  aside,  and  for  once 
think  about  the  10,000  students  that 
will  lose  out  on  the  ability  to  partici- 
pate and  socialize  in  the  ready-to- 
use  Varsity  Centre. 

George  Polyzois 

Keep  the  Dome  for  Students 
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Barack  and  Hillary  break  new  ground 

Democratic  presidential  candidate  could  make  history 


Marcelina  Ju 


The  American  presidential  primary  election  for 
the  Democratic  Party — ^which  will  decide  who 
will  run  for  the  presidency  in  2008 — has  turned 
out  to  be  an  interesting  race.  The  top  two  con- 
tenders are  Hillary  Clinton  and  Barack  Obama, 
two  candidates  from  groups  that  have  been,  and 
still  are,  ridiculously  underrepresented  in  the  po- 
litical arena.  On  Jan.  16,  Obama,  a  half-Kenyan, 
half-white  senator  from  Illinois,  launched  the 
campaign  that  he  hopes  will  make  him  the  first 
black  president  of  the  United  States.  Clinton,  a 
senator  from  New  York,  quickly  followed  on  Jan. 
20,  announcing  her  bid  to  become  America's  first 
female  president. 

Of  course,  when  I  say  "underrepresented,"  I 
do  not  intend  to  imply  that  female  politicians 
represent  women's  interests  and  black  politi- 
cians represent  those  of  the  black  population. 
However,  considering  that  women  constitute  50 
per  cent  of  the  population  in  the  United  States 
and  blacks  almost  13  per  cent,  their  political  in- 
fluence throughout  history  has  been  minimal. 
For  example,  in  the  Senate,  where  presidential 
candidates  tend  to  come  from  these  days,  there 
are  currently  just  sixteen  female  senators  and 
only  one  black  senator.  I'm  excited  about  Clinton' 
and  Obama  running  for  the  candidacy  because 
one  of  the  goals  of  any  democratic  nation  with  a 
diverse  population  is  to  draw  political  represen- 
tation from  all  backgrounds.  This  is  ideal  not  be- 
cause politicians  necessarily  represent  their  own 
group's  interests,  but  because  having  elected 
officials  from  many  cultures  and  both  genders  is 
a  sign  that  the  system  is  overcoming  the  socio- 
political barriers  that  have  traditionally  blocked 
people  of  certain  groups  from  participating  in 


politics. 

Even  to  most  Canadians,  who  do  not  keep  track 
of  the  backgrounds  of  American  senators,  the 
sight  of  Obama  as  a  potential  presidential  candi- 
date is  anything  but  mundane.  On  the  TV  show 
24,  the  charismatic  black  American  president, 
Wayne  Palmer,  caught  my  attention.  1  asked  my- 
self, "When  will  that  happen  in  real  life?" 

Barack  Obama  emerged  into  the  American 
consciousness  with  a  captivating  speech  during 
John  Kerry's  2004  election  campaign.  Obama 
related  his  father's  experience  as  a  Kenyan  im- 
migrant and  advocated  the  concept  of  "Ameri- 


cans -under  one  flag,"  a  notion  that  appealed  to 
many  immigrants  and  native-born  citizens  alike. 
Since  that  speech,  Obama  has  enjoyed  enormous 
popularity,  which  helped  convince  him  to  run  for 
the  presidency  despite  his  lack  of  political  expe- 
rience. Aside  from  criticism  of  his  inexperience, 
some  people  comment  that  Obama  is  not  "black" 
enough,  and  that  he  appeals  overwhelmingly  to 
the  white  population.  1  think  in  some  ways  this  is 
a  good  thing,  for  to  be  successful  Obama  needs 
to  show  that  he's  an  American  just  like  any  other, 
concerned  about  national  security,  energy  issues, 
and  health  care.  But  never  mind  the  presiden- 


cy— the  ultimate  question  surrounding  Obama 
is:  does  he  stand  a  chance  against  Hillary? 

I'm  sure  many  of  us  remember  Hillary  Clinton 
as  bad-boy  Bill's  first  lady.  However,  the  sena- 
tor has  emerged  as  a  powerful  candidate  for  the 
presidency  during  the  last  few  years  through  ac- 
tive campaigning  and  high-profile  appearances, 
including  three  visits  to  Americeui  soldiers  in 
Afghanistan.  The  Democrats  learned  from  the 
debacle  of  the  Icist  election  that  having  a  clear 
position  on  homeland  security  is  essential,  and 
Obama  and  Clinton  mention  this  issue  every 
time  they  have  a  chance.  Some  people  have  com- 
mented that  as  long  as  there  is  a  "war  on  terror," 
2  the  American  public  would  recoil  at  the  idea  of  a 
I  female  president,  presumably  fearing  she  would 
S  shy  away  from  taking  a  hard  line  for  national  se- 
^  curity.  That's  why  Clinton's  visits  to  Afghanistan 
I  and  her  stance  on  Iraq  carry  such  great  impor- 
i  tance,  and  she  is  well  aware  of  the  need  to  show 
i  strength  regarding  the  challenges  at  hand. 
£     Polls  have  shown  Clinton  clearly  leading  Obcmia 
in  voter  support,  but  recent  numbers  suggest 
that  Obama  has  closed  that  gap,  for  now  at  least. 
Some  cite  the  "Oprah  factor"  for  this  change, 
as  Oprah  Winfrey  has  energetically  supported 
Obama,  and  has  hosted  him  on  her  program,  at 
least  in  part  because  he  is  an  African-American. 
Or  perhaps  this  shift  indicates  that,  irrespective 
of  race,  women  have  more  difficulty  them  men 
during  political  campaigns.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
who  will  win  the  nomination,  and  whether  either 
Clinton  or  Obama  will  be  able  to  challenge  the  Re- 
publican candidate,  likely  Arizona  senator  John 
McCain  or  former  New  York  mayor  Rudy  Giuliani. 
Many  questions  are  left  to  be  answered,  and  I 
suggest  you  keep  an  eye  on  the  primary  election 
this  year.  The  results  just  might  make  history. 


Now  that  you've  graduated  with  a  degree  in  Psychology  or  Sociology,  you  may 
be  looking  for  an  opportunity  to  develop  an  area  of  specialization.  Our  postgraduate 
and  fast-track  programs  take  your  theoretical  knowledge  and  lets  you  apply  it  in 
a  hands-on  learning  environment.  With  our  wide  range  of  agency  and  community 
contacts,  you'll  gain  experience  in  the  field  that  leads  to  jobs  -  90%  of  our 
graduates  get  a  job  within  six  months.  Visit  us  online  to  sign  up  for  an  information 
session  today,  and  we'll  get  you  ready  to  make  a  difference. 


To  register  for  your  information  session, 
go  to  georgebrown.ca/infosessions 

For  program  information, 

go  to  georgebrown.ca/postgrad 
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Barack  Obama  and  Hillary  Clinton  have  high  hopes  for  the  '08  election. 


The  Varsity  Levy  Increase  Referendum  Questions 

Below  are  the  referendum  questions  on  increasing  the  Varsity  Student  Newspaper's  student  levy,  which 
will  be  voted  on  on  the  days  of  Wednesday,  March  21  and  Thursday,  March  22, 2007  from  10  a.m.-7  p.m. 
by  full-time  undergraduate  students.  Place  your  vote  at  the  following  locations: 
St.  George:  Robarts  Second  Floor  Lobby 
UTM:  The  Meeting  Place  (South  Building) 
UTSC:  The  Meeting  Place 

Preamble: 

The  Varsity,  the  University  of  Toronto's  student  newspaper,  is  the  largest  and  most  widely  read  student 
newspaper  in  Canada.  Despite  this  fact.  The  Varsity  currently  receives  a  tiny  student  levy:  just  $1.26  per 
fall  and  winter  period  ~  compared  to  $5  and  $10  for  other  student  newspapers  around  the  country. 

Our  lack  of  funds  has  forced  us  to  shrink  the  paper  to  half  its  size  just  to  cover  costs.  The  amount  we 
receive  per  semester  has  not  increased  substantially  in  over  25  years.  To  continue  providing  quality 
coverage,  we  must  increase  our  levy  to  be  a  sustainable  organization  for  years  to  come. 

We  are  seeking  consent  from  all  undergraduate  full-time  students  to  increase  the  Varsity  fee.  The 
proposed  increase  is  $0.62  per  session  in  the  fall  and  winter  period  (for  a  total  fee  of  $2.50  per  fall  and 
winter  period).  This  increase  would  start  in  the  fall  of  2007. 

Question: 

Are  you  in  favour  of  an  increase  to  the  Varsity  levy  as  described  in  the  preamble? 

Yes  No 

Preamble: 

The  Varsity  is  seeking  consent  from  its  members  to  establish  an  annual  cost  of  living  increase  to  the 
Varsity  levy. 

The  Varsity  is  seeking  the  ability  to  annually  adjust  fees  to  reflect  the  inflation  as  communicated  by  the 
University  and  measured  by  Statistics  Canada  (December-over-December)  as  of  December  31  of  the 
previous  year.  This  annual  adjustment  will  help  ensure  that  rising  inflation  does  not  disproportionately 
affect  the  Varsity  levy. 

The  Varsity's  lack  of  funds,  despite  cost-cutting  measures  and  increased  advertising  revenue,  reflects  the 
fact  that  the  Varsity  fee  is  not  tied  to  the  rate  of  inflation.  Since  The  Varsity's  last  substantial  rate  increase, 
inflation  has  increased  by  1 10%,  effectively  reducing  the  fee  by  over  50%. 

Question: 

Are  you  in  favour  of  establishing  an  annual  cost  of  living  increase  to  the  Varsity  levy,  as  described  in  the 
preamble,  to  be  instituted  in  the  Fall  semester,  2008? 

Yes  No 
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Cool  spots  mean  hot  evolution 

You've  probably  never  thought  of  Cana- 
da as  an  evolutionary  hot  spot,  but  new 
research  suggests  that  more  species 
become  extinct  and  evolve  in  temperate 
climes  than  in  tropical  zones.  UBC  zo- 
ologists have  analyzed  the  genetic  family 
trees  of  618  species  that  existed  in  the 
last  several  million  years,  charting  the 
rates  of  speciation — the  branching-off 
of  new  species — throughout  the  Ameri- 
cas. The  tropics  contcdn  more  species, 
but  the  UBC  group  found  it  takes  three 
to  four  million  years  for  tropiccil  species 
to  evolve,  wherecis  in  temperate  zones, 
speciation  can  occur  in  one  million 
years.  The  team  suggested  that  the  more 
extreme  seasoned  climate  fluctuations 
in  the  temperate  zones  lead  to  a  higher 
extinction  rate  as  well  as  higher  rates  of 
speciation.  Tropical  zones  have  more 
stable  environments,  meaning  a  lower 
extinction  rate  and  a  higher  chance  for 
new  species  to  survive  asid  add  to  the 
generally  higher  number  of  tropical  spe- 
cies. This  research  busts  the  myth  that 
more  species  means  more  evolution. 
Source:  Science 
— SANDY HUEN 

Lessons  in  political  'science' 

Pseudoscientific  political  ruckus  broke 
out  at  last  Thursday's  House  Committee 
of  Science  and  Technology,  a  hear  ing  that 
implicated  the  U.S.  government  for  inad- 
equatly  funding  many  NASA  programs. 
But  space  exploration  was  not  the  only 
hot  topic  of  the  committee. 

Congressman  Dana  Rohrabacher,  a 
Republican  from  California,  wanted  to 
prioritize  the  hunt  for  asteroids  with  the 
potential  to  strike  and  devastate  Earth. 
He  said  that  a  fraction  of  the  billions  of 
dollars  spent  "proving"  global  warming 
should  have  been  directed  to  finding 
and  dealing  with  asteroid  threats.  A  dis- 
believer in  mem-induced  global  weirm- 
ing,  Rohrabacher  had  previously  been 
quoted  as  suggesting  dinosaur  flatulence 
could  have  been  a  cause  of  cyclical 
changes  in  climate  in  the  past. 

Asteroid  threats  have  been  surveyed 
for  the  past  decade  in  an  international 
effort  to  detect  and  understand  pos- 
sible space-borne  hazards.  Last  month, 
astronauts  at  the  Association  of  Space 
Explorers  determined  that  the  asteroid 
Apophis  has  a  one  in  45,000  chemce  of 
striking  Earth. 

Rohrabacher  also  commented  on 
recent  reports  from  St.  Petersburg's 
Pulkovo  Astronomical  Observatory  im- 
plying that  climactic  warming  on  Mars 
and  Earth — both  today  and  in  the  past — 
could  be  caused  by  solar  activity  and  not 
by  man. 

Rohrabacher's  comments  elicited  re- 
sponses defending  scientific  findings  of 
mein-induced  global  warming,  asid  drew  a 
challenge  from  Mark  Undall,  a  Democrat 
from  Colorado  who  demanded  Rohra- 
bacher acknowledge  and  move  to  reduce 
humanity's  effect  on  climate  before  fo- 
cusing on  possible  asteroid  damage. 

Luckily,  peace  was  re-established  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  Bart 
Gordon. 

"NASA  does  not  have  to  spend  any 
more  money  proving  global  warming.  It's 
already  been  done,"  he  said. 

After  all,  the  $2.26  billion  cut  in  NASA's 
five-year  budget  is  a  more  serious  matter 
than  whether  or  not  Rohrabacher  can  be 
made  to  believe  in  global  warming. 

"I  think  it's  clear  we  have  a  budgetary 
situation  that  bears  little  resemblance 
to  the  rosy  projections  offered  by  the 
administration  when  the  president  an- 
nounced his  'Vision  for  Space  Explora- 
tion' three  years  ago — a  vision  that  is 
now  growing  increasingly  blurred,"  con- 
cluded Gordon. 

Source:  New  Scientist  and  Committee  on 
Science  and  Technology  news  service 
— S.H. 


Inside  the  wind 


Abigale  Miller 


Afraid  of  flying?  You'd  better  cross  Dr. 
Kent  Moore's  lab  off  your  list  of  poten- 
tial grad  school  placements.  Moore,  a 
physicist  at  UTM,  returned  home  last 
week  from  a  21-day  research  expedi- 
tion to  the  North  Atlantic,  where  he 
spent  most  of  his  time  flying  through 
fierce  winds  above  rough  seas.  He  was 
on  a  mission  to  study  tip  jets,  a  special 
kind  of  air  current  that  occurs  at  the 
southern  tip  of  Greenland,  Cape  Fare- 
well. Moore  decided  the  best  way  to 
gather  data  about  the  tip  jets  was  to 
jump  right  in. 

Tip  jets  are  simple  but  intriguing 
phenomena.  As  air  flows  from  west 
to  east  across  Canada,  it  encounters 
Greenland,  an  enormous  land  mass 
about  3000  metres  high  and  3000  kilo- 
metres long.  When  air  flow  is  diverted 
around  this  huge  obstacle,  it  can  gen- 
erate tremendous  winds,  up  to  140 
km/h,  near  Greenland's  Cape  Farewell. 
There  are  two  kinds  of  tip  jets — the 
"forward"  jets  just  described,  and  "re- 
verse" tip  jets  that  are  formed  by  air 
flowing  from  east  to  west. 

If  you've  never  heard  of  tip  jets, 
you're  not  alone.  Forward  tip  jets  were 
first  identified  in  1999,  and  reverse  tip 
jets  were  identified  by  Moore  in  2003. 
Still,  very  little  is  known  about  them. 

Moore's  research  team,  which  in- 
cludes scientists  from  Canada,  Britain, 
Iceland,  Norway  and  the  United  States, 
believe  tip  jets  are  more  thein  just  a  cu- 
rious weather  quirk.  Moore  explained 
that  tip  jets  "are  a  very  interesting 
phenomenon  in  their  own  right,"  but 
added  that  "they  actually  play  an  im- 
portant role  in  climate  as  well." 

"We  need  to  document  the  existing 
climate  to  understand  the  changes 
that  are  occurring  in  the  polar  re- 
gions," Moore  said. 


Aboard  the  research  aircraft,  scientists  measured  temperatures,  speeds,  pressures,  and  were  privy  to  some  spectacular  sights,  like 
this  glowing  horizon. 


Moore's  study  focused  on  the  tip 
jets'  involvement  in  an  oceanic  mecha- 
nism called  the  thermohaline  circula- 
tion. As  warm  water  from  the  equator 
flows  toward  the  poles,  it  cools  down. 
Because  cold  water  is  denser  than 
warm  water,  the  cold  water  sinks  and 
returns  to  the  equator.  Only  four  plac- 
es exist  in  the  world  where  this  "water 
sinking"  occurs,  and  two  of  them  are 
near  Cape  Farewell.  The  cause  of  the 
heat  loss  near  Greenland  has  been  an 
enigma  until  the  discovery  of  tip  jets. 
The  team's  research  attempts  to  ex- 
plain how  the  two  phenomena  are  re- 
lated, and  their  data  shows  that  tip  jets 
efficiently  remove  heat  and  moisture 
from  the  ocean's  surface  as  the  water 


approaches  Greenland. 

To  gather  these  data,  the  team  flew 
a  custom  modified  research  aircraft 
directly  into  the  tip  jets — a  very  turbu- 
lent ride.  They  measured  parameters 
including  temperature,  pressure  and 
windspeed  in  real-time,  using  sensors 
attached  to  the  outside  surfaces  of  the 
plane. 

"The  waves  were  being  destroyed 
by  the  wind.  The  wind  was  so  strong 
it  just  sheared  the  tops  of  the  waves 
right  off.  It  was  fascinating  to  experi- 
ence," remarked  Moore. 

Though  the  tip  jets  occur  in  Green- 
land, the  3Q-person  research  team 
headquartered  in  Keflavik,  Iceland,  a 
town  of  about  10,000  people,  where 


they  "took  over  most  of  the  hotel,"  as 
Moore  laughingly  put  it. 

The  project  was  launched  as  a  part 
of  the  fourth  International  Polar  Year, 
a  two-year  worldwide  research  col- 
laboration focusing  on  arctic  science. 
The  IPY  initiative  began  in  the  1880s 
when  scientists  realized  the  need  for 
collaboration  in  order  to  gain  a  real  un- 
derstanding of  arctic  climate.  The  last 
IPY  was  in  the  1960s. 

The  research  will  also  help  improve 
weather  forecasting  in  areas  down- 
stream from  the  jets,  including  Eu- 
rope. The  data  gathered  during  this 
trip  will  improve  the  currently  sparse 
understanding  of  complicated  weath- 
er systems. 


Fighting  against  forgetfulness 


Nazila  ReyhanI 


Imagine  you  get  to  school  and  realize  you  forgot 
your  lunch  at  home.  You  write  an  exam  and  you 
can't  remember  half  the  answers.  Or  worse:  imag- 
ine you've  got  Alzheimer's  and  don't  remember 
how  to  wash  your  hands. 

Alzheimer's  is  the  most  common  type  of  neuro- 
degenerative dementia.  Sufferers  have  difficulty 
remembering  events  in  their  proper  sequence, 
which  seriously  impairs  their  ability  to  carry  out 
daily  activities.  Often,  a  caregiver  must  continu- 
ally provide  verbal  prompts  to  the  patient.  Assist- 
ing patients  with  memory  loss  or  other  cognitive 
problems,  however,  is  no  easy  task  for  caregiver 
or  patient,  requiring  invasions  of  privacy. 

For  the  past  three  years,  a  research  team  led  by 
Dr.  Alex  Mihailidis,  a  mechanical  and  biomedical 
engineer  at  the  Intelligent  Assistive  Technology 
and  Systems  Lab  at  the  University  of  Toronto,  have 
been  developing  a  home-based  computer  system 
that  uses  artificial  intelligence  to  promote  inde- 
pendence and  ensure  the  safety  of  older  people 
living  with  cognitive  disabilities  like  dementia. 

"We  are  using  artificial  intelligence  to  support 
aging-in-place  so  that  people  can  remain  in  their 
homes  for  as  long  as  possible,"  said  Mihailidis. 

The  group's  latest  design  is  a  talking  bathroom 
equipped  with  a  computer  screen  that  gives  video 
and  verbal  cues  to  assist  hand-washing. 

The  team  has  also  developed  a  personal  emer- 
gency response  system  that  detects  when  a  person 
has  fallen  and  calls  for  help.  It  uses  ceiling-mount- 
ed cameras  that  feed  pictures  into  a  computer 
system  which  analyses  the  images,  determining 
the  position  of  the  occupant  and  whether  or  not 


an  accident  has  occurred.  If  it  decides  there  has 
been  an  accident,  the  speech  recognition  system 
asks  the  occupant  if  they  need  help. 

Mihailidis  explained  the  difference  between 
this  system's  "computer  vision"  and  traditional 
video  cameras. 

"The  computer  takes  the  images,  processes 
them,  gets  the  required  data  but  does  not  store 
anything  that  we  can  visually  identify  the  person 
from." 

The  system  considers  probabilities  and  statis- 
tics when  evaluating  a  situation  and  devising  a 
course  of  action  for  the  person  to  take.  This  dis- 
tinguishes an  "intelligent  home"  from  a  "smart 
home,"  as  a  smart  home,  according  to  Mihailidis, 
responds  to  preprogrammed  requests  but  cannot 
learn  and  adapt. 

"Our  systems  use  computer  algorithms  that  act 
more  like  a  human  in  terms  of  rational  thought  and 
decision-making.  They  actually  learn  and  adapt  to 
a  person's  needs,"  he  said. 

Studies  of  the  technology  have  found  that 
Alzheimer's  sufferers  being  assisted  by  the  tech- 
nology were  about  25  per  cent  more  capable  of 
washing  their  hands  without  further  help  from  a 
caregiver.  The  computer  also  detected  77  per  cent 
of  falls  staged  in  the  lab. 

As  the  Canadian  population  ages,  the  number  of 
people  affected  by  Alzheimer's  disease  is  expect- 
ed to  increase  dramatically.  Today,  an  estimated 
300,000  Canadians  over  65  have  Alzheimer's  dis- 
ease, and  by  2031,  more  than  750,000  Canadians 
may  have  Alzheimer's  or  a  related  dementia. 

Mihailidis  and  his  research  team  hope  that  their 
intelligent  home  will  be  ready  seven  to  10  years 
from  now. 


Dr.  Alex  Mihailidis  and  the  latest  prototype  of  an  artificaliy 
intelligent  bathroom,  complete  with  a  camera  at  the  top  of 
the  wall  and  screen  above  the  sink. 
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ONSAMANTHA: 
Rimmel  Kajal  Eye  Pencil  in  Jungle  Green  $3.99 
Annabelle  Pigment  Powder  in  Green  $6.99 
Total:  $10.98 
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The  Varsity  shorn  you  how  to  spring  into  March  with  style 


Stephanie  Daga 

photos  by  Sandy  Hudson  

Spring  officially  hits  this 
Wednesday,  and  in  honour  of 
(hopefully)  warmer  weather, 
The  Varsity  has  some  tips  on 
rejuvenating  your  look  this 
season.  One  great  way  to  do 
this  is  with  makeup.  Since 
we're  all  students  with  a  major 
lack  of  funds  for  $90  founda- 
tion, this  guide  is  fine-tuned  to 
be  conscious  of  both  budget 
and  style.  Everything  here  can 
be  done  with  $15  (or  less)  and 
a  trip  to  the  local  drugstore. 

Bright  Lips,  Big  City 

This  season,  designers  Marc 
Jacobs  and  Diane  von  Fursten- 
berg  sent  their  models  down 
the  runway  with  flawless  skin 
and  bright,  bold  lips.  The 
key  to  pulling  off  this  look  is 
smooth  kissers  and  a  flawless 


face.  Start  by  moisturizing  lips 
with  balm.  Let  the  product 
soak,  and  then  line  with  a  pen- 
cil similar  to  the  funky  fuchsia 
or  courageous  coral  you'll  be 
sporting  soon.  Blend  your  line 
in  toward  the  lip  using  a  Q-tip. 
Fill  in  with  lipstick  but  remem- 
ber, just  like  in  kindergarten, 
to  stay  inside  the  line.  To 
complete  your  look,  stroke  on 
some  peach  or  pink  blush  and 
a  coat  of  clear  mascara.  You're 
ready  for  the  flower  garden! 


Vibrant  Eyeliner 

Another  spring  favourite  is 
striking  eyeliner  in  bright  trop- 
ical tones  like  cobalt  blue  and 
lime  green.  When  lids  are  this 
shocking,  remember  to  keep 
the  rest  of  your  face  neutral 
and  lips  sheer.  Start  by  dust- 
ing the  eyes  with  a  skin-tone 
shade  of  shadow  to  eliminate 


oils  and  pesky  eyeliner  creas- 
ing. Line  the  inside  rim  with 
a  dark  brown,  then  take  your 
bright  eyeliner  to  draw  in  the 
lower  and  upper  lash  line  from 
corner  to  corner.  Set  by  dip- 
ping a  Q-tip  or  a  slanted  eye- 
liner brush  in  an  eyeshadow 
of  a  similar  shade  and  gently 
trace  over  your  creation.  For 
the  upper  lash,  gently  blend 
the  colour  upward.  Top  it  off 
with  your  favourite  mascara 
in  black  or  brown,  and  clear 
gloss.  Paired  with  a  pretty  flo- 
ral sundress  and  cute  flats,  a 
spring  fling  is  just  around  the 
corner. 


Makeup  and  Hair:  Stephanie 
Daga  for  Blush  Pretty 
Models:  Samanthaand  Lauren 
from  Elite  Model 
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Local  little  Italy  boutique  Ukula  struts  its  stuff  for  spring 


IN  LIKE  A  LION:  Ukula  models  look  fierce  in  new  pieces  from  Toronto  labels  (left  to  ugM)  Local,  Marcus  Tripp  anA  Common  Cloth 


®enulum 


TELEPHONE  ACCOUNT  EXECUTIVES 

The  Venuium  Group  is  a  multinational  private  wealtli  management  firm.  Venuium  Inc  specialises  in 
promoting  akemative  investments  and  mutual  funds  to  accredited  investors. 

Venulum's  Toronto  office  is  located  in  tlie  Royal  Trust  Tower  in  the  heart  of  the  Downtown 

financial  district 

You  will  be  working  in  comfortable,  motivating  surroundings.  The  ideal  candidates  will  be  dedicated, 
ambitious,  conscientious  and  hardworking. 

We  cunrently  have  positions  available  in  three  departments. 
Full  training  is  provided  and  we  also  have  a  fast-track  policy  of  promotion  for  employees  v»/ho  excel 

in  their  positions. 


1 0  New  Business 
Development 
Executives 
26k  to  40k 


4  Client 
Acquisition 
Executives 
42k  to  90k 


2  Senior 
Account 
Managers 
52kto200k+ 


If  you  are  looking  for  a  challenging  career  in  the  investment  industry,  and  you  believe  you  possess 
the  necessary  qualities  to  succeed  with  Venuium,  please  call  416  640  5421  to  arrange  an  interview 
and  receive  the  status,  recognition  and  rewards  you  deserve. 

Please  quote  the  folk>wing  reference  number  32772 

These  are  sales  based  roles  offering  a  salary  plus  commission  and  bonuses:  only  apply  if  you  are 
interested  in  wofkjr>g  in  telephone  sales. 

No  opportunities  are  available  in  any  other  department 

Web:  www.venuluminc-com  Absolutely  no  e-mailed  applications  will  be  accepted 


Nicola  Davidson 

photos  by  Sarah  Joy  Brown  

Ukula,  a  quirky  clothier,  music-room, 
literary  forum,  quarterly  magazine 
cum  coffee  shop  located  at  492  College 
St„  is  committed  to  the  exposure  of  all 
things  hip  and  artsy.  This  was  made 
manifest  at  recent  event  'Off  The 
Beat'n  Rack,'  a  showcase  featuring 
Toronto's  brightest  fashion  talent. 

The  small  venue  had  an  intimate 
feel,  as  if  one  could  have  literally 
reached  out  and  brushed  the  mod- 


els. Requisite  techno  accompanied 
the  fierce  glamazons  workln'  it  down 
the  runway,  strutting  into  the  street 
to  pause  for  admiring  photographers 
and  a  gathered  crowd  of  enthused  lo- 
cals. 

The  show  kicked  off  with  a  collec- 
tion from  Label,  a  striking  blend  of 
tomboy  chic,  yuppie  tailoring  and  sex 
appeal.  Buttoned  pencil  skirts  were 
juxtaposed  with  casual  tees,  demure, 
mannish  pants  matched  with  wild  ani- 
mcil-print  tubes  and  skin-tight  slinky 
white  tee-dresses  slashed  to  the  thigh. 


•  store  your  items  in  breathable  storage  boxes  and  garment  bags 

•  Store  your  items  in  a  secure,  climate-controlled  studio 

•  Store  your  items  fully  insured 

•  Hove  your  items  picked  up  from  your  dorm, 
apartment,  or  house  and  returned  to  you  when 
you  need  them,  wherever  you  ore  in  Toronto 

•  Cost;  $160-$250  (including  return  delivery) 
for  4  monttis  of  storage 

•  Airlines  charge  at  least  $1 76  to  carry  one  extra 
suitcase  on  a  flight. 

•  Self  Storage  costs  $90  per  month  and  you 
have  to  deliver  and  collect 


e:  contact@storeyourdorm.ca    t:  416-607-6608 
260  Adelaide  St.  East  PO  Box  127  Toronto,  Ontario  M5A1N1 
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SPRING  BLING:  Local  designer  Edgy  Qems and 
yt/n/r  features  faded  decals  on  unisex  print  tees 


A  series  of  contrasting  prints  were  al- 
ternatingly  nautical  and  militaristic  in 
nature:  rich  blues,  grey,  khaki,  red  and 
white. 

Next,  a  distinctive  collection  for  men 
from  Marcus  Tripp.  These  styles 
were  dominated  by  overbearing  fur 
accessories,  which  stole  the  attention 
from  a  sophisticated  set  of  classic, 
well-cut  sweaters  cuid  pzints  in  mid- 
night hues  of  black,  silver  and  blue. 
Ethically-minded  NaMoDa  followed, 
and  if  you  thought  eco-clothing  meant 
hemp  and  flip-flops,  think  again.  The 
brand  employs  eco-friendly  organic 
fabrics  cut  in  feminine  shapes  inter- 
rupted by  surprising  details,  such  as 
an  unexpected  flash  of  pattern  on  a 
pencil  skirt. 

Also  abundant  were  the  returning 
minis  echoing  the  micro  trend  this 
season  seen  everywhere  from  Prada 
to  Biba.  This  worked  deliciously  on  a 
standout  stunner-one  iridescent  but- 
tercup gold  shirt-dress. 

All  fashions  were  embellished  with 
jewellery  from  Toronto  local  Biko 
Designs,  whose  draped  clusters 
were  particularly,  er,  charming.  Sold 
in  many  local  boutiques,  Biko  mixes 
vintage  pieces  with  new  materials 


such  as  brass,  base  metals  and 
mother  of  pearl.  Edgy  Gems 
and  Junk  added  an  indie 
street  flavour  with  bold-print 
unisex  tees  in  brooding  co- 
lours— 100  percent  hand-dyed, 
treated  and  printed.  The  funky 
patterns  held  a  touch  of  biker 
nostalgia,  featuring  the  fading 
icons  of  motorbikes,  guns  and 
decals. 

The  highlight  of  the  evening 
was  a  collection  from  Com- 
mon Cloth,  a  notable  label  of 
last  fall's  Fashion  Week.  Fash- 
ionista  sisters  Melanie  Talbot 
and  Kristina  Bozzo  embrace 
paradox  in  their  designs.  The 
sexy-yet-practical  pieces  define 
the  art  of  creating  womanly, 
flowing  shapes  with  an  embed- 
ded yen  for  well-cut  menswear. 
Fabrics  were  luxurious  and 
delicate:  high-waisted  silk  city 
shorts  in  deep  electric-blue 
stood  out,  giving  shimmer  to 
an  otherwise  moody  palette  of 
charcoals.  The  collection  also 
had  a  sporty  vibe,  mixing  in 
hoodies  with  skin-clinging  fab- 
rics and  leotard-like  tops  and 
dresses-inspired  by  the  sisters 
background  in  dance. 

Personal  faves  included  tan 
and  grey  laceless  lady-wingtips 
and  the  piece-de  -resistance — 
an  inky  grey  strapless-trapeze 
dress,  whose  metallic  finish 
and  pretty  bow  shimmered 
down  the  catwalk.  If  this  first 
glance  is  anything  to  go  by. 
Common  Cloth  will  make  a 
statement  this  spring. 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


•  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

•  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

•  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

«  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 
» Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 
»  Teacher  Placement  Service 

•  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 
«  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

J  Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-924-3240I1-800-779-1779 

www.oxfordseniinars.com 


»/.MUSIC 


^/afelmusik 

J  Baroque  OrcfiesUa 


FREE  Concert! 

March  23  at  12  noon 

Tafelmusik  Baroque  Orchestra 
and  students  of  the  Advanced 
Certificate  in  Performance  - 
Baroque  Program 

Walter  Hall  at  the 
Faculty  of  (Music, 
University  of  Toronto 
Edward  Johnson  Building, 
80  Queen's  Park 
No  tickets  necessary,  seating 
will  be  first-come,  first-served 

www.tafelmusik.org 


ffB  Canada  Trust  /ljutft; 


Valuable  Education 
j/alued  Degree 


Discover  outstanding  graduate  programs,  including  interdisciplinary  degrees  in 
oceans,  health,  environment,  management  and  health  informatics.  Experience  a 
dynamic  prestigious  university  enriched  by  $100  million  in  funded  research  annually. 


Graduate  Studies 


DALHOUSIE 

VERS  IT  Y 

!>^•;^/>-^rtcr  h^indi 

www.dalgrad.dal.ca 


ROGERS 

Your  World  Right  Now 
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Top  10 

RealTrax™  ring  tunes 

Week  of  March  5 

1.  Cupid's  Chokehold 

-  Gym  Ctesj  Heroes 

2.  Don't  Matter 

3.  Go  Getta  (R.  Kelly  Chorus) 

-  Yoimrj  JpP7y 

4.  Irreplaceable 

Beyonee 

5.  It's  Not  Over 

-  DDiightry 

6.  Lips  of  an  Angel 

Hinder 

7.  On  The  Hotline 

-  Pretty  Ricky 

8.  This  Is  Why  I'm  Hot  (Chorus) 

-Mm 

9 .  What  Goes  .Ground  /  Comes  Around 

-  Justin  Titnberlake 

10.  You 

-  Lloyd 

Text  "PLAY"  10  4800  on  your  Rogers  wireless 
phone  to  download  your  favourite  ring  tunes  today. 


Lhyrpitedi 


Graduate  Studies  in 
Work  and  Society 


Come  be  part  of  an  excilmg  muliiiliscipiinary 
programtnc  exploring  questions  about  work 
and  society. 

Examine  how  the  changing  political  and  social 
landscapes  are  altering  (he  nature  of  work. 

Study  how  women  and  rai-iiiltzed  tiiinonties  are 
impacted  by  and  are  responding  to  the  chang- 
ing world  of  work. 

Wc  of  fer  a  onc-ycar  M/\  open  to  students  from 
all  hackgroiinils.  Study  fnll-litne  or  part  lirnf. 

Check  us  out  at  our  LiRL  below; 

McMaster 

University 

SOCIAL  SCIENCES 


http:/ / socserv.mcmaster.ca/labourstudies 


OFTEN  THE  lOUDEST  VOICES 


loads 


LOAD  UP  YOUR  46BMP3  PHONE 


Literature  for  Our  Time  2007 
Hosted  by  Nick  Mount 


Ken  Babstock 

Friday,  23  March,  3-4  P.M. 


Mean  is  one  of  the  best  things  to  happen  to  poetry  in  Canada  in  this  decade." 

— 7  tme  International 

Ken  Babstock  is  probably  tiie  most  acclaimed 
Canadian  poet  of  his  generation.  Our  featured 
collection,  his  debut  book  Mean,  won  the 
Atlantic  Poetry  Prize  and  the  Milton  Acorn 
People's  Poetry  Prize. 

ALL  WELCOME 
Bader  Theatre,  Victoria  University,  93  Charles  St.  W 

http://indivldual.utoronto.ca/nickmount/reaclingseries2006-07.htm 


Department  of  English 


i 


V  I  C  T  <)  R  !  A     U  N  I  V  K  K  S  r  T  V 


ANANSI 


SOUNDS  OF  CHANGE  •  MARCH  21 

STARTING  AT  11:45  A.M. 

Visit  one  of  the  many  mini-stages  across  St.  George  Campus  to  challenge 
racism  and  other  inequities, 

11:45         Carillon  Bells 

1 1 :50  a.m  •  1 2:50  p.m  •  1 :50  p.m  •  2:50  p.m  •  3:50  p.m  •  4:50  p.m 
PERFORMANCES  AT: 

Hart  House  •  Robarts  Library,  2nd  Roor  •  Med  Sci  Cafeteria 
Reznikoff's  Cafe  (UC)  •  Flavelle  House  (Law). 


5:10 


Carillon  Bells 


FILMS  (Hart  House,  Arbor  Room) 

1 2:30  &  2:30  "We  Shall  Overcome" 
1 .30  &  3:30  "Strange  Fruit" 

For  complete  schedules  for  all  three  campuses  visit;  www.equity.utoronto.ca 
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The  Varsity 


Insight  comes  from 
all  directions. 


You  bring  something  unique  to  the  table,  and  at  Ernst  &  Young, 
you'll  be  encouraged  to  speak  up  and  contribute.  Because  we 
know  that  bringing  together  people  with  different  backgrounds 
and  perspectives  lets  us  deliver  quality  results  for  our  clients. 
It's  why  we've  created  a  work  environment  of  mutual  respect 
that  promotes  your  personal  and  professional  growth  and 
success.  So  visit  us  on  campus  or  at  ey.com/us/careers. 

FORTUNE* 

lOOBEST^ 

COMPANIES  5 
TO  WORK  FOR  P 


Audit  •  Tax  •  Transaction  Advisory  Services 

=!l  Ernst  &YOUNG 

©  2007  Ernst  &  YcajNG  uf 

Quality  !n  Everything  We  Do 

sports@thevarsity.ca 
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As  she  has  done  in  every  meet  this  year,  Megan  Brown  (in  the  Toronto  jersey)  leads  the  rest  of  the  runners  at  the  Canadian  Intersport  University  Championship.  Brown  is  on  course  to  complete  in  the  2012  Olympics. 

Leading  the  pack 

For  track  star  Megan  Brown,  the  Olympics  are  only  the  beginning 


Chrlstophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


About  to  start  her  second  workout  of 
the  day,  Megan  Brown  takes  a  glance 
out  the  window.  It's  middle  of  Janu- 
ary and  the  snow  has  picked  up.  She 
can  see  the  north  wind  tunnelling 
through  the  city,  and  a  quick  check  of 
the  weather  shows  it's  a  frigid  -15  C  (- 
25  C  with  windchill).  Holed  up  in  the 
Athletic  Centre,  she  already  has  her 
tights  on  and  is  strapping  her  running 
shoes  to  her  feet.  She  tops  off  with  her 
hat  and  gloves  before  someone  inter- 
rupts her  routine. 
"You're  going  back  out  againl" 
She's  already  run  eight  miles,  but 
Brown  smiles,  nods,  and  starts  out 
the  door.  As  she  pushes  through  into 
the  elements,  she  peeks  over  at  the  U 
of  T's  Olympian  board. 

"Before  I  head  out,  sometimes  I 
stop  and  look  over  the  names,  and  I 
envision  mine  there,"  Brown  said.  "It's 
an  inspiration  to  keep  going.  Perspec- 
tive is  huge,  because  your  day-to-day 
motivation  will  falter.  But  I  always 
have  what  I  want  to  do  this  season, 
this  year,  and  where  I  see  myself  in  10 
years." 

The  21-year-old  second-year  stu- 
dent has  positioned  herself  to  become 
the  first  U  of  T  female  track  athlete  to 
win  an  Olympic  medal  since  Joanne 
Bouw  took  three  bronzes  in  1992. 


Born  and  raised  in  Guelph  and  in 
the  midst  of  her  first  year  of  Physi- 
cal Education  and  Health,  Brown  is 
the  best  collegiate  runner  in  Canada, 
having  won  every  race  she's  been  in 
this  year. 

She  kept  up  the  streak  at  the  Cana- 
dian Intersport  University  Track  and 
Field  Championships  last  weekend 
in  Montreal's  McGill  Fieldhouse,  tak- 
ing home  three  gold. 

In  the  1500  metre.  Brown  broke  a 
nine-year  Fieldhouse  record  with  a 
time  of  4:18.75.  Her  second  win  came 
in  the  3000  m,  where  her  9:21.46  was 
a  full  28  seconds  faster  than  the  sil- 
ver medallist.  Then,  as  the  anchor 
in  the  4  x  800  m  relay.  Brown  came 
from  behind  to  defeat  Windsor  as 
she  and  her  U  of  T  colleagues  Mary 
Hein,  Liane  Heale  and  Laura  Elm- 
hirst  set  another  Fieldhouse  Record 
at  8:56.63. 

"It  was  two  days  of  bliss,"  recalls 
Brown.  "Everything  I  wanted  to  ac- 
complish, 1  did,  which  is  a  pretty 
amazing  feeling — especially  com- 
pared to  last  year." 

In  an  awe-inspiring  example  of 
mind  over  matter.  Brown  ran  at  the 
2005-2006  CIS  Championships  with 
mononucleosis.  While  the  fever-in- 
ducing, severely-weakening  disease 
incapacitates  most.  Brown  still  won 
three  golds  medals  and  was  named 
the  Women's  Athlete  of  the  Meet. 


But  the  consequences  of  her  perfor- 
mance were  immediate. 

"  [The  2006  CIS  meet]  really  set  me 
back.  I  was  in  bed  for  a  month  after- 
ward and  felt  terrible." 

Since  the  start  of  2005,  Brown  and 
her  coach,  Hugh  Cameron,  had  been 
on  a  three-year  plan  to  make  a  run 
at  the  2008  Beijing  Olympic  games.  If 
Brown  could  shave  five  seconds  off 
her  time  every  year,  she  would  be 
able  to  run  the  1500  m  at  4:05,  or  the 
5000  m  at  15:10,  which  would  qualify 
her. 

Once  she  had  regained  some  sem- 
blance of  her  health.  Brown  went 
back  to  training  in  an  attempt  to 
make  Canada's  Athlete  Assistance 
Program.  The  AAP  is  how  Canada 
funds  their  best  amateur  and  profes- 
sional athletes,  and  in  the  attempt 
to  make  time  requirements  for  fi- 
nancial assistance.  Brown  trudged 
through  what  she  called  her  "sum- 
mer of  struggle." 

"I  was  chasing  after  my  health, 
and  all  I  did  was  run  and  sleep,  col- 
lapsing at  the  end  of  every  day." 

That  August  at  the  Canadian  Na- 
tionals, Brown  finished  fourth  in  the 
1500  m,  behind  three  Olympians, 
with  a  time  of  4:17,  and  was  pinpoint- 
ed as  an  Olympic  hopeful. 

After  all  the  adversity.  Brown 
came  in  to  September  renewed  and 
ready. 


"I  learned  to  respect  my  body, 
working  past  the  invincibility  factor," 
she  said.  "I  looked  into  how  best  to 
serve  my  health,  and  since  then  my 
fitness  has  taken  off." 

Brown  ran  in  the  Blues'  Cross- 
country team  and  had  a  flawless  sea- 
son, winning  the  Ontario  University 
Athletic  Championship  and  the  CIS 
in  the  five-kilometre.  Her  success 
in  Cross-Country  has  helped  her  in 
her  track  goals,  as  she  compares  the 
two  types  of  running  as  "building  a 
cake." 

"You  need  the  base  work  of  cross- 
country," she  said.  "The  mileage, 
the  tempo,  the  aerobic  work — all  of 
it  comes  from  running  through  mud 
and  slop  and  up  hills.  No  one  really 
understands  the  four-kilometre  burn, 
when  you  ask  yourself  'Why  am  I  do- 
ing this?'  It's  much  tougher  mentally. 
By  the  time  I'm  done,  I'm  exhausted 
and  sore,  but  you  need  it  for  the  "ic- 
ing." 

"Indoor  Track  is  much  more  attrac- 
tive— it's  where  all  the  fame  and  glo- 
ry are.  You  combat  opponents  rather 
than  the  elements  and  the  course.  It's 
more  strategic,  as  you  have  to  scout 
the  opposition,  think  about  making 
moves,  and  save  energy  for  the  fin- 
ishing kick." 

With  all  her  training  and  all  her 
success.  Brown  has  seen  a  dramatic 
improvement  to  her  personal  times. 


keeping  her  Olympic  goals  clear  and 
in  focus. 

"Because  last  year  was  such  a 
write-off,  my  coach  [Cameron]  and 
I  laugh  about  it  because  the  sky's 
the  limit.  I've  got  so  much  room  to 
grow — most  long  distance  runners 
hit  their  peak  when  they're  28 — that 
the  ceiling  effect,  what's  considered 
your  max,  isn't  really  an  issue.  Now 
if  I  state  a  time,  I  usually  achieve  it.  I 
can  potentially  take  10  seconds  off  a 
time  in  a  year,  and  my  goal  is  to  run 
66  seconds  for  every  400  metre  lap." 

While  her  passion  is  unbridled. 
Brown  also  has  other  desires  for  her- 
self off  the  track.  She  wants  to  write 
a  book  about  her  experiences,  and 
as  another  long-term  goal  she  wants 
to  work  with  young  girls  in  order  to 
boost  their  confidence. 

"I  use  the  Olympic  dream  as  ful- 
fillment of  other  aspirations,"  she 
said.  "I  think  many  of  us  are  afraid 
to  think  big  and  to  risk  failure.  If  I  fall 
short,  so  be  it.  But  I  want  to  enjoy 
the  journey.  I  never  second-guess 
myself.  The  fear  of  the  dream  not 
coming  true  should  never  take  away 
from  the  journey. 

"I  still  hope  to  make  the  2008 
games,  but  a  more  realistic  goal 
would  be  to  make  the  2009  World's," 
she  said,  before  adding  coyly,  "As 
for  the  2012  games  in  London,  I've 
already  booked  my  ticket." 
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CREATING  LEADERS 

IN  AUTOMATION  TECHNOLOGY 

4-YEAR  BACHELOR'S  DEGREE: 
CONTROL  SYSTEMSTECHNOLOGY 


Theoretical  foundations  at  a  technology  degree  level 
PLUS  intuitive  practical  approach. 
Learn  about: 

•  Process,  Distributed  and  Motion  Control 

•  Intelligent  Instrunnentation 

•  Wireless  and  Wired  Industrial  Networking  and 
Information  Technology 

•  Object  Oriented  Software  Development 

Develop  practical  skills  to  help  you  succeed  in  industries 
such  as: 

•  Energy  Management  and  Building  Automation 

•  Petrochemical  and  Chemical 

•  Power  Generation  and  Distribution 

•  Mining,  Metallurgy,  and  Food  Processing 

•  Automotive  Manufacturing 

Work  in  labs  equipped  with  the  latest  automation  and 
control  systems  technologies. 


THE  DEGREE 
YOU  NEED 
FORTHE  CAREER 
YOU  WANT 

Apply  Now  for  September  2007 

Len.Klochek@ssnecac.on.ca 
416.491.5050  x  2400 
www.senecac.on.ca/electron 

CONNECT  WITH  CAREERS 


Come  play 
for  our  team 

write  for  sports 
sports@thevarsity.ca 


Seneca 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


Complete  30<Hour  Seminars 

Proven  Test-Tal(ing  Strategies 
I  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

Comprehensive  Study  IVIaterials 

Simulated  Practice  Exams 

Free  Repeat  Policy 
■■  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

mimm-m-m 

www,oxfor(lseminars.coni 


CLASSIFIEDS 


MARRIED  COUPLES  WANTED 

University  of  Toronto  research  study 
looking  for  married  couples  who  have 
lived  in  Canada  for  at  least  10  years  to 
complete  questionnaires  about  their 
relationship.  Session  takes  approx. 
1  hour  and  pays  $20.  To  volunteer 
phone  416-978-3210  or  email  uoftmar- 
riagestudy@hotmail.com 

ANIMATED  CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS 
NEEDED 

To  present  fun  &  hands-on  activities  in 
elementary  schools.  Car  and  exp.  with 
kids  req'd.  Cool  activities.  Gain  valu- 
able teaching  experience.  Pay:  $22.50/1 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5282  Ext.  31  or  email: 
employment@madscience.on.ca 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


ALL-INCLUSIVE  SUMMER 
ACCOMMODATIONS 

Lunch  and  Dinners  Provided,  HiS- 
peed  Internet,  Utilities  and  Cable 
Included,  Great  Location  -  Bloor  and 
St.  George.  Large  and  smaller  rooms 
available.  Call  416-565-6013. 


THE  TORONTO  ART  THERAPY  INSTITUTE 

Announces  new  options  for  streamlined 
training  in  art  therapy.  Visit  www.tati.on.ca 
or  call  416-924-6221. 


FOR  SALE' 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

PC  COMPUTER  SERVICE 

Free  estimate.  25%  discount  for  U  of  T 
students.  Repairs  and  upgrades  at  your 
home.  Microtronics  co.  Phone:  416-423- 
6069,  Cell:  416-669-5700. 


ON  CAMPUS  NOTARY  SERVICES: 

Certify  degree  certificates,  transcripts, 
diplomas;  sworn  affidavits,  etc.  229  Col- 
lege Street,  Unit  502.  Special  discount 
for  U  of  T  students.  647-290-4272. 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help 
with  all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in 
resumes,  applications,  and  appeals. 
Call  416-960-9042.  Email:  customessay@ 
bellnet.ca.  Online:  customessay.com 


PRIVATE  MATH  TUTOR 

PhD  in  Mathematics,  many  years  expe- 
rience teaching,  tutoring  mathematics 
to  Ontario  high  school  and  university 
students.  Individual  tutoring,  very  close 
to  subway.  416-452-0279. 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)-785- 


TUTORINGAND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 


VARSITY  CLASSIFIEDS  cost  $12100  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  m6re  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for 
non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  tb  21  characters  including  spaces)  of 
BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail, 
phone,  or  email.  DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6. 
Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


Post  Grjd  Pitr^ll  #223: 


"Why  get  a  job? 
There's  an  allowance 
and  free  laundry 

at  Chez  Folks." 


Launch  your  career  today  with  the 
Canadian  Securities  Course"^: 

Qualify  for  high-paying  financial  services  jobs. 
Complement  your  degree  with  applicable  skills. 
Learn  fast  and  start  earning  immediately. 


www.UofT.theworkingworld.ca 

The  Canadian  Securities  Course  (CSC)™  is  a  registered 
trademark  of  CSI  Global  Education  Inc. 


"I  earned  my  undergraduate  degree, 
now  ^ 

I  want  to  change 

the  world 


Meet  Melissa. 

To  get  the  field  experience  and  practical  skills  to  go  the 
distance,  Melissa  earned  her  Postgraduate  Certificate 
from  Number  in  International  Project  Management  in 
only  3  semesters.  She  now  works  as  a  Program  Officer 
for  an  International  Humanitarian  Organization. 
We  think  she'll  make  a  real  difference. 

international  Project  Management,  Postgraduate  Certificate 


HUMBER 

Ksu  Business  Suhool 


Get  what  you  want.  Apply  now. 
Visit  us  at  www.business.humber.ca 


GO 


The  experience  of  a  lifefime.  Go  Global  with  the  Coady 
International  Institute's  Youth  in  Partnership  program. 

Coady  is  now  recruiting  dynamic  commonily-iTiinded  Canadians 
between  1 9  and  30  years  of  age  to  participate  in  its  Youth  In  Partnership 
piofjrorn.  Pendinc)  funding,  the  progioni  will  begin  in  July  2007  orid 
iiicjtide.s  a  six-rnoritli  work  placomsrit  in  Africo. 

Qualified  candidates  must  currently  be:  unemployed  or  underemployed; 
recent  groduates  of  {or  about  to  graduate  from)  a  university  or 
community  college;  first-time  participants  in  the  Youth  Employment 
Strategy  (YES).  A  history  of  community  involvement  is  considered  on 
asset.  Proficiency  in  French  may  be  required  for  some  plocements 

Please  submit  your  application  by  March  31,  2007. 


For  further  information  pleas©  download  the  application  package  at 
www.coody.stfx.ca/youlh/apply.cfm  or  contact. 


Jordan  MacDonald 
Youth  Programs  Coordinator 
Coady  intnmationnl  Institute 
St.  Francis  Xovier  University 

COADY 


TbI:  (902)  867-6020 
Toil-free:  1  ■866-820-7835 
Fax:  (902)  867  3907 
F-moil:  coodyyouth@stt)(.r.o 


Che«k  ovi  the  Ceaiiy 


WWW.COADY.STFX.CA 

The  Cwilr  lottinoKoMl  liHIilule  it  unninitleil  l«  «quol  ofiportiuiilr.  The  M)  In  Ptrtnerslifp  pngioin  is  himieil  lir  UDA. 
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HealthForceOntario 

HealthForceOntario.ca 


With  HealthForceOntario.ca,  it's  never  been 
for  nurses  to  find  the  right  job  in  Ontario. 


HealthForceOntario.ca  is  designed  to  help  you  get  the 
most  out  of  your  career.  Here  you'll  find  job  listings, 
opportunities  for  continuing  education,  information  on 


the  evolving  roles  for  today's  nurses  -  ever\thing  you 
need  to  continue  being  a  key  member  of  the  team 
engthening  health  care  in  Ontario. 


To  find  out  more,  visit  HealthForceOntario.ca  or  call  1-800-596-4046. 


Paid  for  by  the  Government  of  Ontario 


Ontario 
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National  Defense 
Defence  nationale 


Options 
make 
all  the 
difference 

No  matter  what  your 
university  education, 
you  can  enjoy  a  career 
with  a  difference  in  the 
Canadian  Forces. 


Engineers 
Physiotherapists 
Social  Workers 
Pilots 
Doctors 
Nurses 
Pharmacists 
Naval  Officers 


To  learn  more, 
contact  us  today. 


Les  options 
font 
toute  la 
difference 

Peu  importe  la  nature  de  vos 
etudes  universitaires,  vous 
pouvez  beneficier  d'une 
carriere  differente  dans 
les  Forces  canadiennes. 

•  Ingenieurs 

•  Physiotherapeutes 

•  Travailleurs  sociaux/ 
travailleuses  sociales 

•  Pilotes 

•  Medecins 

•  Infirmiers/infirmieres 

•  Pharmaciens/ 
pharmaciennes 

•  Officiers  de  marine 

Pour  obtenir  de  plus  amples 
renseignements,  veuillez 
communiquer  avec  nous 
des  aujourd'hui. 


Fight  with  the  Canadian  Forces 
Combattez  avec  les  Forces  canadiennes 
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www.forces.ca 

1-800-856-8488 


Canada 


VOOS.  10  o 


?/»eVARSITY 


THURSDAY,  MARCH  22, 2007' 


A  'failure  to  accomodate' 


//ALIVE  WITH  THE  SOUNDS  OF  CHANGE 


Mimi  Mok  tickles  the  ivories  at  Hart  House  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  during  tlie  yearly  Sounds  of  Change  buskerfest,  with  hourly  performances  throughout  the  day. 

Harmony  by  the  hour 


Ben  Spurr 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


U  of  T's  three  campuses  were  in 
tune  yesterday,  as  the  university 
marked  the  UN  International  Day 
for  the  Elimination  of  Racial  Dis- 
crimination with  its  second  an- 
nual Sounds  of  Change  festival. 


From  busking  and  poetry  and 
film  to  visual  art,  the  festival 
presented  a  variety  of  perfor- 
mances each  hour,  on  the  hour, 
to  celebrate  music's  creative 
power  in  combating  intolerance. 

Sonnet  L'Abbe  performed 
sound  poetry  for  an  audience  at 
Reznikoff's  Cafe  at  UC.  She  said 


that  she  tries  through  her  art  to 
use  language  positively,  to  com- 
bat the  way  it  is  used  against 
people  considered  different. 

"Such  a  huge  part  of  my  expe- 
rience was  being  named  'paki' 
or  'nigger,'  at  such  a  young  age, 
when  1  was  still  acquiring  lan- 
guage," she  said.  But  using  lan- 


guage in  art  can  "open  up  a  mo- 
ment of  consciousness." 

At  another  a  event  in  the  Ar- 
bor Room  at  Hart  House,  stu- 
dents watched  a  film  tracing  the 
history  of  civil  rights  anthem 
"We  Shall  Overcome,"  a  song 

SEE  SOUNDS  OF  CHANGE  -PG  7 


Ignoring  Muslims' 
needs  is  creating 
'poisonous  learning 
environment  on 
campus':  CFS 
taskforce 


1t  feels  like  Muslims 
have  to  sit  back  and 
swallow  these  bitter 
pills' 


Megan  Hall 


Is  it  fair  to  ask  someone  to  choose 
between  passion  and  faith?  Mus- 
lim students  at  Western  found 
themselves  facing  this  dilemma 
last  month,  when  they  were  as- 
signed to  draw  nude  models  in  an 
introductory  art  class. 

The  professor  refused  their  re- 
quests for  an  alternative  project, 
and  the  UWO  Senate  upheld  the 
decision,  giving  the  students  the 
choice  of  drawing  the  models  or 
failing  the  course  and  being  un- 
able to  continue  in  the  Fine  Arts 
program. 

This  story  is  one  among  many 
detailed  in  a  Canadian  Federation 
of  Students  report  on  Wednes- 
day. The  Final  Report  of  the  Task 
Force  on  Needs  of  Muslim  Stu- 
dents examines  Islamophobia  in 
colleges  and  universities  across 
Ontario.  The  report  summarizes 
the  testimony  of  over  1,000  Mus- 
lim students  who  participated 
in  hearings  over  the  last  seven 
months,  and  outlines  solutions  to 
the  issues  addressed.  CFS  hopes 
that  this  report  will  be  taken  se- 
riously by  each  of  the  schools 
whose  students  participated  in 
the  hearings. 

Terry  Downey,  executive  VP 
of  the  Ontario  Federation  of  La- 
bour, was  present  during  some 
of  the  hearings  and  said  she 
was  shocked  by  what  she  heard. 
Downey,  who  is  African-Canadi- 
an, said,  "it  reminded  me  of  sto- 
ries my  mother  used  to  tell  me  of 

SEE  TASKFORCE'  -  PG  7 


2   THURSDAY,  MARCH  22, 2007 


Sexy 
time 


VARSITY  NEWS 


news@thevarsity.ca 


Felicia  Moursalien 


It  was  hard  to  tell  precisely  when  the 
diverse  crowd  of  students  gathered 
at  the  offices  of  the  Sexual  Educa- 
tion and  Peer  Counselling  centre  on 
Monday  night  finally  lowered  their 
inhibitions  and  started  to  enjoy  the 
free  cookies  and  porn. 

Perhaps  it  was  after  spending  an 
awkward  period  quietly  munching 
on  penis-  and  breast-shaped  cook- 
ies, as  a  soft  moaning  filled  the  air 
and  cunnilingus  and  fellatio  flickered 
on  three  nearby  television  screens. 

"Porn  is  a  mystery  and  taboo  for 
many  people,"  explainSe  Rachelle 
Pascoe-Deslauriers,  the  organizer 
of  the  event.  "We  wanted  to  create  a 
positive  space  and  show  that  there 
is  a  wide  variety,  and  that  it  is  not 
all  bad  or  solely  geared  towards  the 
white,  straight  male." 

"[Porn  is]  a  good  stimulator," 
remarked  Sofia  Delonge,  who  had 
come  with  two  of  her  friends.  "We're 


Erin  Hodgson  and  Chris  Jodoin  stimulate. 

up  for  adventure." 

The  first  event  of  a  week-long  se- 
ries for  Sexual  Awareness  Week, 
Porn  and  Cookies  Open  House  on 
Monday  night  was  exactly  what  its 
name  implies:  an  array  of  various 
porn  videos  and  magazines,  as  well 
as  an  equally  tasty  spread  of  cookies 
to  enhance  the  experience. 

As  titillating  as  the  atmosphere 
was,  with  titles  such  as  Sweet  and 
Tight  and  Barely  Legal  playing  on 
nearby  screens,  things  really  heated 
up  when  Chris  Jodoin,  the  external 


education  coordinator,  cracked  out 
his  multitude  of  whips  and  handcuffs 
for  live  demonstrations  on  their  safe 
and  fun  use. 

"When  using  bondage,  it's  impor- 
tant to  develop  a  'safe  word'  to  let 
your  partner  know  when  to  stop," 
explained  Jodoin  as  he  casually 
whipped  Pascoe-Deslauriers  across 
her  (clothed)  body. 

"1  use  the  words  avocado  or  broc- 
coli, because  1  hate  those  things  and 
they  wouldn't  come  up  playfully 
in  the  act,"  stated  a  casual  Pascoe- 
Deslauriers, 

When  whipping,  avoid  your  part- 
ner's head,  face,  chest,  stomach,  and 
genital  area,  Jodoin  advised. 

The  small  but  intimate  group  re- 
ally bonded  as  the  toys  were  passed 
around  and  they  experimented  with 
various  degrees  of  pressure  for  the 
whips. 

"We're  a  big  fan  of  choice  and  it's 
everyone's  choice  to  choose  their 
own  limit  and  morality,"  commented 
Jodoin.  "Our  hope  is  that  some  will 
come  here  and  say,  'Hey,  I  never 
knew  it  was  okay  to  look  at  or  do 
that.'  It's  important  to  decide  for 
yourselves." 

Asked  about  the  benefits  of  erot- 
ica, one  shy  student,  who  claimed 
to  have  come  for  the  free  condoms, 
remarked  that  in  her  time  there  she 
"learned  a  few  techniques,  like  side 
penetration." 


Join  us  May  9  and  you'll  be 
in  excellent  company. 

The  Awards  of  Excellence  will  honour  the  Universrty  of  Toronto's  great  achievers 
on  Wednesday,  May  9,  2007. 

We  invite  you  to  join  your  friends  and  coiieagues  for  the  ceremony  in  t^^e  Great  Hali  at  Hart  House. 
Award  Ceremony:  5:30  p.m.   Reception:  6:30  p.m. 


CHANCELLOR'S  AWARD 
Oebra  A.  Bilinski 

Office  of  Research  Services,  Office  of  the 
Vice-President,  Research  and  Associate 
Provost 

Rebecca  Spagnolo 

Croduate  House 

School  of  Graduate  Studies 

JOAN  E.  FOLEY  QUALITY  OF 
STUDENT  EXPERIENCE  AWARD 

Professor  John  Baird 

Department  of  English 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 

LUDWIK  AND  ESTELLE  JUS 
MEMORIAL  HUMAN  RIGHTS 
PRIZE 

Professor  Catherine  Chaiin 

Department  of  Public  Health  Sciences 
Faculty  of  Medicine 

FACULTY  AWARD 

Professor  Yu-Llng  Cheng 

Department  of  Chemical  Engineering  and 
Applied  Qiemistry,  Facuhy  of  Applied 
Saence  and  Engineering 

CAROLYN  TUOHY  IMPACT 
ON  PUBLIC  POLICY  AWARD 

Professor  David  Cameron 

Department  of  Political  Science 
Focultf  of  Arts  and  Science 


UNIVERSITY  OF 

©TORONTO 


NORTHROP  FRYE  AWARD 

Professor  Robert  Brym 

Department  of  Sociology 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 

Interfaculty  Pain  Curriculum 

University  ofloromo  Centre  for  the  Study  of  Pain 
Faculties  of  Dentistry,  Medicine,  Nursing, 
Pharmacy,  and  Physical  Therapy  and 
Occupational  Therapy 

JOHN  H.  MOSS  SCHOLARSHIP 

SCHOLAR 

Matto  Mildenberger 

International  Relations  Program  and 
Df^arlmenl  of  Botany,  Trinity  College 

FINALISTS 

Shahmeer  Ansari 

Commerce  Prt^ram.Victoria  College 

David  Andrew  Kim 

Program  in  Neurosaence  and  Peace  and 
Conflict  Studies  Program,Victoria  College 

Jeff  Rybak 

Department  of  Humanities 
University  ofToronto  at  Scarborough 

Leah  Stokes 

Department  of  Psychology  and 
East  Asian  Studies,  Trinity  College 

Fiona  Taylor 

Departments  of  Biochemistry,  Human 
Biology  and  Economics,  Trinity  College 


OXA  A 


RSVP  at 

wvm.alumni.utoronco.ca/awex.html 
For  more  information,  contact 
lorraine.gillis@utoronto.ca 
or  416-978-1064 
Business  attire    Limited  seating 


ADEL  S.  SEDRA 
DISTINGUISHED 
GRADUATE  AWARD 

SCHOLARS 
Krista  Boa 

Faculty  of  Information  Studies 

Christine  Victoria  Ichim 

Department  of  Biophysics 
Faculty  of  Medicine 

FINALISTS 
Kerry  Kuluski 

Deportment  of  Health  Policy, 
Management  and  Evaluation 
Faculty  of  Medicine 

Nicholas  Matte 

Deportment  of  History, 

Institute  for  Women  and  Gender  Studes 

Faajlty  of  Arts  and  SdetKe 

Olivier  Sorin 

Deportment  of  French 

JON  S.  DELLANDREA  AWARD 
FOR  INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS 

SCHOLARS 
Matthew  McGeachy 

Departments  of  History  and  Philosophy 
Viaoria  College 

Shi  (Reynold)  Xin 

Deportment  of  Engineering  Science 
Faculty  of  Applied  Science  and  Engineering 

FINALISTS 

Kerolyn  K.  Shairsingh 

Department  of  Chemical  Engineering 

and  Applied  Chemistry 

Faculty  of  Applied  Science  and  Engineering 

Christian  Thorne 

Department  of  History.Trinity  College 


Feds'  pledge  vague 
on  university  cash 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


After  reacting  to  Monday's  presenta- 
tion of  the  Conservatives'  second  fed- 
eral budget  with  cautious  applause, 
student  groups  are  still  hoping  to  find 
more  cash  for  colleges  and  universi- 
ties in  the  provincial  budget,  to  be 
presented  today. 

"I'm  hearing  it  will  be  a  poverty 
budget,"  said  Scott  Courtice,  the  exec- 
utive director  of  student  lobby  group 
the  Ontario  Undergraduate  Student 
Alliance. 

"We  expect  that  there's  something 
in  the  budget  for  students,"  he  said. 
"My  concern  is  that  they  checked 
post-secondary  education  off  their 
list  two  years  ago,"  when  the  Mc- 
Guinty  government  released  its  $6.2- 
billion  Reaching  Higher  plan. 

Any  new  money  for  Ontario  univer- 
sities, Courtice  speculated,  will  prob- 
ably come  in  the  form  of  increased 
operating  grants.  This  will  likely  be 
routed  by  universities  to  address  the 
double  enrolment  crunch  they  face 
this  fall,  he  said. 

Many  Ontario  universities  are  fac- 
ing greater-than-forecast  demand  for 
undergraduate  spots,  even  as  they 
expand  their  graduate  schools. 

Meanwhile,  the  Canadian  Federa- 
tion of  Students-Ontario  released  a 
new  poll  in  which  respondents  identi- 
fied inadequate  financial  aid  and  high 
tuition  fees  as  their  greatest  concerns 
about  access  to  post-secondary  edu- 
cation. 

"The  government  has  clearly 
turned  its  back  on  Ontario's  families" 
said  CFS-Ontario  chairperson  Jesse 
Greener 

Chris  Bentley,  Ontario's  minister 
of  training,  colleges  and  universities, 
kept  mum  on  Thursday's  budget. 

"It  appears  the  federal  government 
is  finally  following  Premier  McGuinty's 
lead  in  investing  in  post-secondary 
education  and  skills  training,"  was  the 
most  he  would  say. 

Bentley  was  referring  to  the  addi- 
tional $800  million  slated  for  colleges 
and  universities  in  the  Conserva- 


tives' budget,  starting  next  year  The 
money  is  earmarked  for  spending  on 
the  post-secondary  sector  through 
an  agreement  between  the  provinces 
and  federal  government,  which  is  to 
be  hammered  out  over  the  coming 
months. 

Student  groups  reacted  well  to  Mon- 
day's announcement.  CPS  national 
chairperson  Amanda  Aziz  called  it  "a 
positive  step,"  but  was  also  critical. 

"It's  difficult  to  say  that  students 
will  benefit,"  she  said.  Concerning 
spending,  she  cautioned  that  "ear- 
marking is  one  thing,  but  ultimately 
provinces  have  jurisdiction.  Depend- 
ing on  who  your  premier  is,  you  might 
or  might  not  see  a  benefit  from  this 
money.  There  are  no  guarantees  in 
place,  even  with  this  earmarking." 

CPS  government  relations  coordi- 
nator Ian  Boyko  was  less  mild. 

"It  still  leaves  provinces  $1  billion 
short,  compared  to  where  they  were 
15  years  ago,"  he  claimed. 

"And  there's  not  a  single  shining 
nickel  for  financial  aid." 

The  Canadian  Alliance  of  Student 
Associations,  another  student  union 
group,  was  concerned  that  the  extra 
post-secondary  education  money  will 
only  start  to  flow  in  a  year's  time — an 
eternity  in  politics — since  the  fed- 
eral government  needs  to  agree  with 
provinces  how  the  extra  cash  will  be 
spent. 

"I'm  not  necessarily  buying  their  ar- 
gument. What  the  hell  have  they  been 
doing  for  the  last  year?"  said  CASA 
national  director  Phillippe  Ouellette. 
Still,  he  was  excited  about  the  prom- 
ised money. 

"There's  nothing  earmarked  for 
education  right  now — that's  the  big 
problem.  It's  just  a  big  pile  of  money 
with  a  big  sticky-note  on  top  saying, 
'Please  spend  this  on  post-secondary 
education'." 

In  a  press  release  on  Tuesday,  U  of 
T  congratulated  the  federal  govern- 
ment on  Monday's  budget.  Univer- 
sity president  David  Naylor  greeted 
the  feds'  promise  of  another  1,000 
graduate  scholarships  as  "very  good 
news." 


THE  UNIVERSITY  PROFESSOR 
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AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 
2006-2007 


Common  Ground  Around 
the  Tower  of  Babel 

J.  Edward  Chamberlin 

Departnnent  of  English  &  Centre 
for  Comparative  Literature 

Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 


Tuesday,  March  27,  2007  •  7:30  pm 

George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  15  Devonshire  Place 
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Hart  House  still  hamming  it  up 


Sixty  years  on,  amateur  radio  club  still  broadcasting  enthusiasm 


Ben  Spurr 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Conspicuous  among  the  gothic  tow- 
ers atop  Hart  House  stand  two  pe- 
culiar antennas,  whose  wires  wind 
their  way  down  to  the  unobtrusive 
nook  that,  unbeknownst  to  most, 
houses  the  Hart  House  Amateur 
Radio  Club. 

The  radio  shack,  little  larger  than 
a  janitor's  closet  and  only  reachable 
from  a  special  outdoor  entrance, 
contains  four  different  radios.  Forty 
U  of  T  amateur  radio  operators,  or 
hams,  operate  these  between  class- 
es, trying  to  contact  other  opera- 
tors across  distant  frequencies. 

Ham  radio  has  been  around  as 
long  as  radio  itself.  Initially,  enthu- 
siasts broadcast  and  received  on 
all  frequencies,  but  after  the  H.M.S. 
Titanic  sank,  the  U.S.  congress  re- 
stricted ham  radio  to  a  small  range 
of  frequencies,  clearing  the  air  for 
essential  services. 

While  this  century-old  method  of 
long-distance  communication  may 
seem  obsolete  in  a  world  of  instant 
messaging,  13-year  veteran  ham 
Jordan  Zarembo  insists  it  has  its 
own  charm. 

"It's  like  learning  an  instrument," 
he  said.  "It's  an  art." 

"Amateur  radio  is  diverse  enough 
to  accommodate  different  inter- 
ests," said  Hantwell  Fong,  another 
HHARC  member.  "1  was  drawn  to 


amateur  radio  because  1  want  to 
build  things  (hardware  and  soft- 
ware) and  amateur  radio  lets  you 
do  that.  Then  there  are  new  things 
to  learn  along  the  way." 

The  club  frequently  hosts  guest 
speakers  to  discuss  different  as- 
pects of  the  hobby.  On  Monday, 
Ann  Nutter,  former  president  of  the 
Canadian  Ladies  Amateur  Radio 
Association,  spoke  about  some  of 
the  finer  points  of  amateur  radio 
she  has  picked  up  over  her  50-plus 
years  as  a  ham. 

Nutter  introduced  herself  with 
her  call  sign  (VE3  HAl)  and  called 
herself  a  YL  or  "young  lady,"  which 
is  ham  code  for  any  female  radio 
operator.  After  her  lecture  on  YLs' 
contributions  to  amateur  radio,  one 
attendee  asked  her  if  ham  radios 
can  really  be  considered  relevant 
today. 

"If  you  have  to  ask  that,"  she 
replied,  "then  1  haven't  done  my 
job."  She  pointed  out  that  when 
electricity  goes  out  in  emergency 
situations,  radios  can  be  used  for 
life-saving  communication. 

In  2003,  12  amateur  radio  op- 
erators in  Kelowna,  B.C.,  kept  in 
constant  contact  with  stranded 
residents  during  a  massive  for- 
est fire.  Amateur  radios  also  give 
housebound  individuals  a  chance 
to  communicate  with  others. 

On  top  of  its  practical  uses.  Nut- 
ter described  how  the  practice  has 


a  personal  touch  that  is  lacking  in 
computers. 

"There's  nothing  like  hearing  the 
voice  over  the  radio,"  she  said. 

But  most  contacts  via  ham  radio 
are  not  exactly  lively  conversa- 
tions. Hams  search  certain  fre- 
quencies where  they  know  other 
hams  operate,  and  send  out  sig- 
nals asking  anyone  to  respond. 
When  contact  is  made,  interaction 
is  often  limited  to  the  exchange  of 
information  such  as  their  call  sign, 
location,  and  type  of  radio. 

"It's  more  about  contact  than 
effective  communication,"  said  Za- 
rembo. Most  radio  clubs  hold  an 
annual  field  day,  which  is  a  contest 
to  see  who  can  make  contact  with 
the  most  hams  over  a  48-hour  pe- 
riod. 

Other  hobbyists,  called  DXs, 
travel  to  small  Pacific  islands  and 
other  remote  locations  to  try  to 
make  contact  over  the  longest  pos- 
sible distance.  Their  radio  signals 
can  travel  for  thousands  of  kilome- 
tres. 

Despite  the  club's  fairly  small 
membership,  Zarembo  can  think 
of  at  least  one  reason  why  any 
stressed-out  student  might  want  to 
give  it  a  try. 

"Ham  radio  is  a  great  way  to  re- 
lax," he  said.  "I  don't  know  how 
I  would  keep  my  sanity  in  grad 
school  without  having  some  form 
of  recreation  a  few  hours  a  week." 


Kevin  Major,  a  second-year  student,  taps  out  some  morse  code  in  Hart  House's  Radio  Shack. 
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TELEPHONE  ACCOUNT  EXECUTIVES 

The  Venulum  Group  is  a  multinational  private  wealth  management  firm.  Venulum  tnc  specialises  in 
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the  necessary  qualities  to  succeed  with  Venulum,  please  call  416  640  5421  to  arrange  an  interview 
and  receive  the  status,  recognition  and  rewards  you  deserve. 

Please  quote  the  following  reference  number  32772 

These  are  sales  based  roles  offering  a  salary  plus  commission  and  bonuses;  only  apply  if  you  are 
interested  in  working  in  telephone  sales. 

No  opportunities  are  available  in  any  other  department. 

Web:  www.venuluminccom  Absolutely  no  e-mailed  applications  will  bie  accepted. 


Pi^^fewrSM  and  ?s^mk^ 


www.UNIVERSITYBOXES.ca 


or  give  us  a  call  at  416.270.0798 
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The  Varsity 


THAT'S  ALL  THE  VARSITY  IS  ASKING 
FROM  FULL-TIME  STUDENTS. 


VOTE  'YES'  TO  GIVING  YOUR  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SOME  BADLY-NEEDED  FUNDING! 

•  THE  VARSITY  currently  has  one  of  the  lowest  student  levies  of  any  campus  publication  in  Canada,  although  we  have  the  highest 
circulation  and  are  the  largest  one.  Founded  in  1880,  we're  this  country's  oldest  student  newspaper 

•  We  receive  one-tenth  as  much  money  from  students  as  other  student-run  publications  in  the  country  that  have  only  half  as  many 
readers  as  we  do,  but  that  get  $4-$10  per  student 

•  The  amount  we  receive  has  not  changed  substantially  in  over  25  years,  nor  has  it  increased  to  reflect  the  rate  of  inflation 

•  Because  this  levy  is  our  only  dependable  source  of  revenue,  THE  VARSITY  has  shrunk  to  half  the  size  it  was  only  a  decade  ago 

•  We've  had  to  cut  some  of  our  services  to  the  university  community,  such  as  our  free  events  listings  for  campus  groups 

•  This  year,  we  cut  our  budget  by  $17,000 — but  we're  still  short  on  funds 

•  Without  a  higher  student  levy,  THE  VARSITY  will  face  a  serious  funding  shortage.  We're  already  at  50%  ad  capacity,  so  we  can't 
print  more  advertising  without  compromising  quality  and  content 

THE  VARSITY'S  LEVY:  $0.63  per  semester  during  the  fall  and  winter  period  (Almost  unchanged  since  the  '70s) 
WHAT  WE'RE  ASKING:  An  additional  $1.24  per  fall  and  winter  period,  or  $0.62  per  semseter  (In  honour  of  our  125'^ 

anniversary)  THE  TOTAL:  $2.50  (tied  to  the  rate  of  inflation) 

We  want  to  keep  providing  the  outstanding  news,  commentary,  and  review  that  U  of  T  students  have  come 
to  expect  So  much  so,  that  IF  STUDENTS  VOTE  'YES,'  WE  WILL  PUBLISH  f/?££ LISTINGS  FOR  ALL  U  OF  T 

CAMPUS  GROUPS  AND  CLUBS! 

VOTE  'YES'  TO  A  LEVY  INCREASE  —  VOTE  'YES'  TO  THE  VARSITY! 

Cast  your  vote:  MARCH  21-22 
at  voting  stations  on  all  three  campuses 

St  George:  Robarts  Second  Floor  Lobby  UTM:  The  Meeting  Place  (South  Building)  UTSC:  The  Meeting  Place 


The  Varsity  Levy  Increase  Referendum  Questions 

Below  are  the  referendum  questions  on  increasing  the  Varsity  Student  Newspaper's  student  levy,  which 
will  be  voted  on  on  the  days  of  Wednesday,  March  21  and  Thursday,  March  22,  2007  from  10  a.m.-7  p.m. 
by  full-time  undergraduate  students.  Place  your  vote  at  the  following  locations: 
St.  George:  Robarts  Second  Floor  Lx)bby 
UTM:  The  Meeting  Place  (South  Building) 
UTSC:  The  Meeting  Place 

Preamble: 

The  Varsity,  the  University  of  Toronto's  student  newspaper,  is  the  largest  and  most  widely  read  student 
newspaper  in  Canada.  Despite  this  fact.  The  Varsity  currently  receives  a  tiny  student  levy:  just  $1.26  per 
fall  and  winter  period  -  compared  to  $5  and  $10  for  other  student  newspapers  around  the  country. 

Our  lack  of  funds  has  forced  us  to  shrink  the  paper  to  half  its  size  just  to  cover  costs.  The  amount  we 
receive  per  semester  has  not  increased  substantially  in  over  25  years.  To  continue  providing  quality 
coverage,  we  must  increase  our  levj*  to  be  a  sustainable  organization  for  years  to  come. 

We  are  seeking  consent  from  all  undergraduate  full-time  students  to  increase  the  Varsity  fee.  The 
proposed  increase  is  $0.62  per  session  in  the  fall  and  winter  period  (for  a  total  fee  of  $2.50  per  fall  and 
winter  period).  This  increase  would  start  in  the  fall  of  2007. 

Question: 

Are  you  in  favour  of  an  increase  to  the  Varsity  levy  as  described  in  the  preamble? 

Yes  No 

Preamble: 

Tlie  Varsity  is  seeking  consent  from  its  members  to  establish  an  annual  cost  of  living  increase  to  the 
Varsity  levy. 

The  Varsity  is  seeking  the  ability  to  annually  adjust  fees  to  reflect  the  inflation  as  communicated  by  the 
University  and  measured  by  Statistics  Canada  (December-over-December)  as  of  December  31  of  the 
previous  year.  This  annual  adjustment  will  help  ensure  that  rising  inflation  does  not  disproportionately 
affect  the  Varsity  levy. 

The  Varsity's  lack  of  funds,  despite  cost-cutting  measures  and  increased  advertising  revenue,  reflects  the 
fact  that  the  Varsity  fee  is  not  tied  to  the  rate  of  inflation.  Since  The  Varsity's  last  substantial  rate  increase, 
inflation  has  increased  by  1 10%,  effectively  reducing  the  fee  by  over  50%. 

Question: 

Are  you  in  favour  of  establishing  an  annual  cost  of  living  increase  to  the  Varsity  levy,  as  described  in  the 
preamble,  to  be  instituted  in  the  Fall  semester,  2008? 

Yes  No 


The  Varsity 
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NEEDS 

YOUR 
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COULD 


NOV) 


SPARE  ^ 


ALL  WE  Rf 


IS 


•  THE  VARSITY  is  the  largest  student  newspaper  in  Canada, 
but  its  student  fee  is  one  of  the  lowest  of  any  paper 

•  We  receive  one-tenth  as  much  money  from  students  as  other 
student-run  publications  in  the  country  that  get  $4-$10  per 
student 

•  The  amount  we  receive  has  not  changed  in  over  25  years, 
nor  has  it  increased  to  reflect  the  rate  of  inflation 

•  Because  this  levy  is  our  only  dependable  source  of  revenue, 
THE  VARSITY  has  shrunk  to  half  the  size  it  was  only  a 
decade  ago 

•  THE  VARSITY  is  already  50%  ads— attracting  more 
advertising  would  compromise  quality 


•  Rising  costs  have  forced  us  to  to  cut  our  services  to  the  university  community,  such  as 
FREE  ad  space  for  campus  groups 

•  This  year,  we  cut  our  budget  by  $17,000 

•  Without  a  higher  student  levy,  THE  VARSITY  will  face  a  serious  funding  shortage 


'YES,'  WE  wit 
'^RE'        NGS  FOR 
PUS  UiKuUPS  ANDiQbUBSi! 


CAST  YOUR  VOTE:  MARCH  21-22 


St.  George:  Robarts  Second  Floor  Lobby  UTM:  The  Meeting  Place  (South  Building)  UTSC:  The  Meeting  Place 
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VARSITY  NEWS 


news@thevarsity.ca 


CFS  draws  fire  fi*om  yriven'  dissidents 


A  new  student  organization  is 
springing  up  across  Canada,  ready 
to  fight  for  what  they  believe  in. 
But  while  other  movements  define 
themselves  by  what  they  stand 
for,  the  Driven  Student  Organiza- 
tion defines  itself  by  what  it  stands 
against — the  Canadian  Federation 
of  Students. 

And  behind  this  fledgling  group 
stand  some  familiar  figures. 

"Its  purpose  is  not  to  eliminate  the 
CFS,  it's  to  push  them  very  strongly 
to  change  their  ways,"  said  U  of  T 
graduate  Sam  Rahimi. 

The  CFS  is  Canada's  largest  stu- 
dent lobby  group,  representing  half 


a  million  students  at  80-odd  institu- 
tions. 

However,  critics  like  Adam  Dem- 
be,  a  York  University  student  who  is 
the  brains  behind  the  anti-CFS  out- 
fit, see  the  federation  as  "a  hard  left- 
wing  socialist  group."  Rahimi  railed 
about  its  "refusal  to  hear  any  other 
point  of  view  to  their  party  line, 
which  is  to  lower  tuition  fees." 

Rahimi,  a  SAC  VP  in  2004/05,  ini- 
tially supported  CFS,  but  changed 
his  mind. 

"After  going  to  a  few  national 
meetings,  1  found  out  it  wasn't  re- 
ally representative  of  students  as  a 
whole,"  he  said. 


CFS  staffer  Ian  Boyko  meanwhile 
replied  that  "We  represent  that  ma- 
jority interest  of  student  unions  in 
Canada. 

"The  policies  and  campaigns  of 
CFS  are  determined  democrati- 
cally from  its  membership,"  Boyko 
said.  "We're  just  an  expression  of 
the  democratic  interest  of  student 
unions  in  Canada." 

Three  weeks  ago,  Dembe  formed 
a  Facebook  group  called  "Students 
against  the  Canadian  Federation  of 
Students."  It  now  boasts  698  mem- 
bers, while  the  CFS  Facebook  fan 
club  has  447.  Dembe  has  also  creat- 
ed a  website,  and  is  currently  going 


through  the  process  of  registering 
the  Driven  Students  Organization 
as  a  non-profit  group. 

Dembe  said  the  group  already 
has  several  directors  on  different 
Canadian  campuses. 

"Our  goal  right  now  is  to  get  the 
word  out  there  that  there's  people 
wanting  change,"  he  said. 

While  the  CFS  is  aware  of  the  anti- 
CFS  website's  existence,  national 
chairperson  Amanda  Aziz  said  the 
federation  has  not  yet  decided  how 
to  react. 

"I  try  not  to  get  demoralized,"  she 
remarked. 
-MIKE  GHENU 


//FACEBOOK  FACTIONS 


On  the  internet,  away  from  the  public  eye, 
a  rancorous  flame-war  has  errupted  on  the 
most  popular  pro-  and  anti-CFS  groups  on 
Facebook.  Here's  the  most  popular  places  to 
throw  your  pro-  and  anti-CFS  mud: 


Group 

Members 

Canadian  Federation 

447 

of  Students 

Canadian  Federation 

138 

of  Students  hates 

students 

Students  against  the 

898 

Canadian  Federation  of 

Students 

/  \ 

THIS  MAN  LOVES  SHEEP. 


AND  THAT  IS  COMPLETELY  NORMAL.  HE  HAS  DEVOTED  HIS  LIFE  TO 
THE  HEALTH  AND  PROTECTION  OF  THESE  TRUSTING,  SOFT,  SWEET, 
WOOL-GIVING  CREATURES.  HE  IS  A  DECENT  MAN.  SO  JUST  CALM 
DOWN,  HE  HAS  A  GIRLFRIEND. 


KEEP^ 
CLEAN. 


news@thevarsity.ca 


VARSITY  NEWS 


REPORT  RENDERED:  Jesse  Greener,  from  CFS-Ontario,  SAC  VP  equity  Ausma  Malik,  Wahida  Chishti  Vallante,  from  the  Canadian 
Islamic  Congress  and  Mohamed  Sheibani,  president  of  the  MSA  for  North  America  discuss  the  taskforce's  findings  on  Wednesday. 

Campuses  a  'chilly  climate' 
regarding  Islam:  CFS  report 


TASKFORCE'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

things  said  during  the  civil  rights 
movement  in  the  1960s." 

One  goal  of  the  report  was  to 
"develop  a  better  understanding 
of  the  needs  of  Muslim  students 
and  to  determine  how  well  On- 
tario universities  and  colleges 
are  addressing  those  needs,"  said 
Jesse  Greener,  Ontario  Chairper- 
son for  the  CFS.  The  report  also 
aims  to  encourage  students  who 
have  experienced  Islamophobia 
to  act  immediately  and  register 
complaints  with  the  appropriate 
campus  office  and  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Commission. 

Lack  of  access  to  adequate 
prayer  space  is  a  widely  report- 
ed concern.  Some  Muslims  pray 
five  times  a  day,  and  cramped 
and  overcrowded  facilities  lead 
to  delays.  The  report  frames 
prayer-space  problems  as  "a  hu- 
man rights  issue,"  noting  that  ad- 
equate space  for  worship  "should 
be  made  available  by  the  institu- 
tion." Ideally,  multiple  prayer 
spaces,  segregated  by  gender  and 
equipped  with  facilities  for  per- 
forming ablution — ritual  wash- 
ing— should  exist  across  cam- 
puses for  easy  access.  Skeptics 
voiced  concerns  over  the  cost  of 
these  changes,  but  contributing 
members  of  the  Task  Force  insist 
that  the  changes  are  not  drastic 
and  therefore  will  not  be  costly. 

The  St.  George  campus  already 
offers  four  prayer  spaces  for 
Muslim  students,  according  to 
Student  Affairs  director  Susan 
Addario. 

"Although  they  will  continue  to 
use  these  spaces,  many  of  them 
are  looking  forward  to  having  a 
dedicated  centre  where  they  can 
engage  in  dialogue  around  issues 
related  to  faith  and  religion,"  Ad- 
dario said. 

With  the  formal  opening  of  the 
campus's  Multi-Faith  Centre  last 
Sunday,  the  issue  of  prayer  space 
on  St.  George  campus  may  be  de- 
fused. U  of  T  has  over  30  groups 
that  self-identify  as  a  faith  or  reli- 
gious community,  and  the  centre 
will  be  available  for  all  of  them 


to  use.  Addario  expected  use  to 
pick  up  in  the  fall,  since  not  many 
faith  groups  have  heard  of  the 
centre  yet. 


The  Jewish  Students  Asso- 
ciation, in  partnership  with  the 
Muslim  Students  Association  and 
Compass    Catholic  Fellowship, 


have  already  hosted  an  event  at 
the  Multi-Faith  Centre  to  promote 
conversation  between  members 
of  the  different  religions. 

Tilly  Shames,  associate  director 
of  Hillel  of  Greater  Toronto,  is  en- 
thusiastic about  the  new  centre, 
saying  that  it  will  "create  a  more 
inclusive  space  on  campus." 

The  report  also  discusses  resi- 
dence life  extensively.  Alcohol 
consumption,  lack  of  halal  food 
options,  and  co-ed  residences 
are  among  the  issues  addressed, 
although  they  may  not  reflect 
concerns  expressed  by  Muslim 
students  at  U  of  T.  All  U  of  T  resi- 
dences are  alcohol-free  in  public 
areas,  and  all  offer  meal  plans 
with  halal  food  options.  The  Mus- 
lim Students  Association  website 
also  has  a  list  of  places  on  cam- 
pus that  sell  halal  food. 

Athletic  facilities  pose  prob- 
lems for  Muslim  women  who 
wear  hijabs  and  are  forbidden 
to  reveal  their  bodies  to  men.  Al- 
though they  cannot  use  the  facili- 
ties, they  are  still  required  to  pay 
student  fees  for  them.  The  report 
suggests  establishing  women- 
only  gym  hours,  which  Wahid 
Chisti  Valiante  of  the  Canadian  Is- 
lamic Congress  says  will  benefit 
all  women  who  are  uncomfort- 
able with  the  co-ed  environment. 

Those  involved  in  the  report 
hope  that  students  will  read  it, 
as  well  as  university  and  college 
administrators,  and  governmen- 
tal officials.  Valiante  even  hopes 
the  international  community  will 
look  to  the  task  force's  work  on 
fighting  Islamophobia. 

"We  hope  this  will  become  a 
model  for  the  international  arena." 
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that  helped  inspire  thousands  of 
black  Americans  and  other  anti- 
racism  protestors  to  fight  against 
segregation  in  the  U.S.,  and  that 
has  since  been  adopted  by  peace 
and  anti-oppression  movements 
in  South  Africa  and  India. 

The  Sounds  of  Change  festi- 
val may  not  match  up  to  some 
of  these  movements,  and  even 
though  to  many  students  the 
music  merely  formed  the  back- 
ground for  a  hectic  day  of  study- 
ing and  classes,  U  of  T 's  anti-rac- 
ism and  cultural  diversity  officer 
Nouman  Ashraf  believes  Sounds 
of  Change  is  an  essential  remind- 
er of  the  day  dedicated  to  elimi- 
nating racism. 

The  event  "is  about  the  way 
in  which  music,  poetry,  and  art 
have  played  a  role  in  societal 
change,"  said  Ashraf,  whose  of- 
fice helped  coordinate  the  event. 
"The  injection  of  musical  perfor- 
mance and  poetry  into  the  daily 
lives  of  faculty  and  students  has 
been  great." 

"We  know  that  so  many  stu- 
dents, staff,  and  faculty  at  U  of  T 
are  committed  to  the  idea  of  eq- 
uity," said  the  festival's  producer 
Connie  Guberman.  "But  people 
are  tired  of  hearing  about  [it]. 
We  thought... let's  have  the  mu- 
sic speak  about  change.  Let's  not 
use  the  words." 

"It's  to  give  you  a  bit  of  a  shake- 
up  and  say,  'Hey!  It's  March  21!" 
he  said. 

When  L'Abbe  was  asked  if  she 
thought  the  event  could  effec- 
tively fight  the  racism  she  and  so 
many  others  have  been  subjected 
to,  she  took  a  very  long  pause. 

"I  hope  so,"  she  said. 


ELECTRO  MECHANICAL  DESIGN 
GRADUATE  CERTIFICATE  PROGRAM 


Learn  with  industry-driven  labs,  software  and  .systems. 
Use  rapid  electrical  and  mechanical  prototyping  and  apply 
current  design  quality  assurance  methodology.  Get  real 
work  experience  through  optional  co-op  opportunities. 


DEVELOP  THE  SKILLS  YOU  NEED  IN  JUST  8  MONTHS: 

'  A  V  H  e  ,  E'-  girpe  ng  Des  qn  /  utumaTio  '  EC  Ai  -oftx'vare  Tools" 
ih/ientor  Grapnics  and  Cadence  ■  • 


Tor 


^ophy 


./=r.GINF-R  ^1 
:Liit  Board  Design 
vl  iili  Flic(  I  A(  iK 


<-  'Ml    III  ly  iHA^l ) 

Tnermodynamics  Anaiy.sis  and  Simulation  friotneii; 
Electro  Mechanical  Safety  Regulations 
Enterprise  Data  Manaoement 


Mario, Boetto@senecac. on, ca 

416.491.5050  x2446 

-  .V,  ^ererar  on  ra/elecrron 


Seneca 


Take  charge  of  your  career 

with  our  online  real  estate 
education  programs 


Real  Estate  Division 

Sauder  School  of  Business,  UBC 


www.realestate.ubc.ca 

toll-free:  1.877.775.7733 
ubcinfo@realestate.sauder.ubc.ca 


Diploma  Program  in  Urban  Land  Economics 

Gain  an  in-depth  understanding  of  the  economic,  legal,  and 
financial  principles  that  underlie  the  real  estate  industry.  This 
nationally  recognized  online  credit  program  is  designed  for 
both  practitioners  and  for  highly  motivated  people  seeking  to 
join  the  industry. 

Post-Graduate  Certificate  In  Real  Property  Valuation 

Leading  to  the  Appraisal  Institute  of  Canada's  AACI  designation, 
this  online  program  provides  business  school  graduates  w^ith  an 
accelerated  path  to  a  career  in  the  property  valuation  profession. 


Early  Registration  Deadlines 


Summer  Term  I: 
Winter  Term  I: 


April  15,2007 
July  15,2007 


Registrations  and  completed 
admissions  applications  received 
by  the  early  registration  deadlines 
are  eligible  for  a  $50  discount. 


P  SAUDER 


School  of  Business 

Opening  Worlds 
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VARSITY  COMMENT 


opinions@thevarsity.ca 


Student  centre  needs  your  input 


Some  day  very  soon,  in  between 
chants  and  beer,  U  of  T  frosh  may 
have  to  learn  the  foxtrot. 

This  week,  students  here  will  get 
a  chance  to  do  something  rarely 
possible  on  this  big  and  anonymous 
campus.  At  6:00  p.m.  on  Thursday, 
at  Sidney  Smith,  room  1086,  stu- 
dents are  invited  to  tell  the  folks  at 
the  University  of  Toronto  Students" 
Union  (formerly  SAC)  what  they  want 
out  of  their  new  student  centre.  You 
know — you  agreed  to  pay  for  this 
baby  in  2005  in  a  campus-wide  stu- 
dent plebiscite,  and  it  has  been  inch- 
ing its  way  through  faculty  commit- 
tees ever  since. 

Administrators  are  now  busy  decid- 
ing what  this  new  space  will  hold,  and 


"  EDITORIAL  ^ 

they  want  student  input  before  draw- 
ing up  the  blueprints.  Among  some  of 
the  standout  ideas  so  far  are  a  cheap- 
er, healthier  food  court,  more  space 
for  student  groups  to  hold  meetings, 
a  study  and  lounge  area,  and  a  big, 
multipurpose  "ballroom" — a  space 
meant  for  formals,  large  extracurric- 
ular lectures,  or  even  dancing.  Even 
dancing. 

A  dedicated  grand  hall  designed 
for  dancing,  like  the  one  that  McGill 
University  Student  Centre  has?  Could 
it  get  any  better? 

Yes,  it  can:  "this  facility  would  be 
ideally  rented  by  student  groups  at 


no  cost,"  goes  the  UTSU  discussion 
paper  on  the  new  centre,  which  is 
currently  available  for  download 
from  their  website  under  Thursday's 
event  listings. 

Of  course,  the  ideal  doesn't  auto- 
matically translate  into  the  actual, 
and  that's  why  it's  crucial  that  stu- 
dents take  part  in  the  planning  pro- 
cess for  our  new  centre.  We  won't 
bore  you  with  a  history  lesson,  but  U 
of  T  students  have  been  fighting  for 
a  student  centre  for  eons,  and  now 
that  we're  finally  going  to  get  one, 
we  need  to  micromanage  every  brick 
that  goes  into  it. 

Unfortunately,  as  of  now  it  has  a 
pretty  lame  name — the  Student  Com- 
mons— but  we  encourage  you  to  look 


past  that. 

You  know  you  want  your  space. 
You  want  a  place  to  study  and  hang 
out  that  doesn't  assault  you  with 
Robartsian  brutalism.  More  places 
to  eat  on  campus  that  serve  varied 
kinds  of  food — halal,  vegan,  locally- 
farmed,  or  simply  anything  without  a 
Starbucks  or  Pizza  Pizza  logo.  Space 
to  have  campus  club  meetings,  to 
pray,  to  relax,  to  conspire,  to  write 
manifestoes,  to  watch  movies,  to 
make  movies,  to  rehearse  with  your 
band,  to  meditate,  to  eat,  and  to  sim- 
ply breathe. 

A  committee  to  review  existing  stu- 
dent activity  space  revealed  that — 
surprise,  surprise — students  at  U  of  T 
don't  do  much  on  campus  aside  from 


studying  and  going  to  classes.  Oii  the 
whole,  we  don't  join  clubs  and  we 
don't  do  extracurriculars,  and  that's  a 
shame,  since  it's  sometimes  the  time 
you  don't  spend  in  class  at  university 
that  ends  up  deciding  what  you'll  do 
for  the  rest  of  your  life — whether 
that's  getting  into  politics,  fighting  for 
human  rights,  discovering  a  passion 
for  theatre,  mastering  the  400-metre 
dash,  saving  the  planet,  or  writing  for 
a  newspaper. 

So  let  your  voice  be  heard  at  the 
meeting.  Let  UTSU  know  what  issues 
you  care  about  so  they  can  best  rep- 
resent you  to  the  boardroom  table 
mucky-mucks. 

You  might  even  get  to  rename  it 
yourself. 


Suicide  bomber:  hero 
or  criminal? 


Sports  a  real  homer 

Re:  Leading  the  pack,  March  19 


Leyla  Mostafavi 


The  news  out  of  Iraq  is  horrific.  Every 
day,  hundreds  of  innocent  people  are 
killed  or  wounded  in  attacks,  many  of 
them  suicide  bombings.  Nothing  seems 
to  be  off-limits:  bakeries,  mosques, 
funeral  and  religious  processions, 
schools — any  congregation  of  people 
can  be  a  target. 

One  cannot  help  but  be  amazed  by 
the  sheer  number  of  Muslim  youth 
ready  to  blow  themselves  up  to  kill  fel- 
low Muslims,  with  bombing  victims 
usually  among  the  poorest  and  most 
defenseless  in  society. 

At  first  glance,  this  situation  looks 
paradoxical.  To  lay  down  one's  life  will- 
fully presupposes  a  morally  worthy 
cause,  but  what  moral  justification  is 
possible  for  blowing  oneself  up  to  kill  a 
woman  queuing  for  bread  in  a  Shia  slum 
in  Baghdad?  Credit  for  many  of  these 
gruesome  acts  is  later  proudly  claimed 
by  a  host  of  self-glorified  groups.  What 
moral  degeneracy  is  at  work  here? 

The  most  troubling  aspect  of  this 
daily  slaughter  of  innocent  Muslims  by 
suicide  bombers  is  that  the  attacks  are 
seen  by  the  perpetrators  as  a  way  to 
fulfill  Islam's  most  sacred  aspirations. 
There  has  to  be  some  kind  of  ideologi- 
cal assembly  line  that  churns  out  this 
apparently  endless  supply  of  suicide 
bombers  who  believe  that,  by  killing 
themselves  and  innocent  bystanders, 
they  will  be  rewarded  by  God.  In  goes 
a  desperate,  hopeless  youth  full  of  rage 
at  an  indifferent  world,  and  out  comes  a 
mindlessly  destructive  time  bomb. 

What  regrettably  guarantees  the  con- 
tinuation of  this  sinister  process  is  the 
bewildered  silence  of  most  traditional 
Muslim  leaders.  To  be  sure,  the  past 


silence  of  the  moral  leaders  of  the  com- 
munity has  made  the  work  of  the  wicked 
recruiters  of  suicide  bombers  much  eas- 
ier. No  loud-and-clear  condemnation 
was  heard  when  the  (no  less  innocent 
victims)  of  suicide  bombing  were  from 
outside  the  Muslim  community.  The 
crooked  rationale  of  suicide  bombing 
here  was  that  civilians  who  live  in  the 
"enemy  camp"  are  assisting  the  enemy, 
and  therefore  are  legitimate  targets. 

But  now,  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan,  the 
inhuman  logic  has  come  full  circle.  Mus- 
lim suicide  bombers  are  killing  fellow 
Muslims  suspected  of  aiding  the  ene- 
my, in  hopes  of  going  to  heaven.  What  a 
dark  consequence  of  the  much-glorified 
concept  of  martyrdom,  and  what  an  ef- 
fective and  apparently  inexhaustible 
weapon  for  sinister  terrorist  operatives 
to  use  in  rooting  out  all  competition  on 
the  road  to  creating  a  new  tyranny. 

The  first  step  toward  putting  an  end 
to  this  mad  carnage  is  to  call  the  act 
of  daily  killing  of  innocent  civilians  by 
suicide  bombers  by  its  rightful  name: 
criminal.  Suicide  bombing  against  in- 
nocent civilians  must  be  stripped  of  all 
its  glory  and  its  perpetrators  paraded 
around  for  what  they  really  are:  mur- 
derers who  believe  in  nothing  but  fur- 
thering their  twisted  political  agenda. 
The  traditional  religious  leadership 
must  wake  up  and  declare  their  opposi- 
tion loudly  and  clearly  before  they  too 
fall  victim  to  this  criminality. 

The  only  effective  way  to  curtail 
this  destruction  is  for  every  member 
of  the  worldwide  Muslim  community, 
starting  with  its  leaders,  to  condemn  it. 
Hopefully,  the  large  pool  of  suicide  vol- 
unteers will  begin  to  dry  up  once  this 
abhorrent  practice  is  shunned  by  the 
whole  community. 


Kudos  to  the  Sports  team  for  its 
renewed  focus  on  U  of  T  athletes,  and 
particularly  to  Christophe  Poirier 
for  his  fine  story  on  Megan  Brown. 
Keep  up  the  good  work — it's  much 
appreciated. 

Keith  Dell'Aquila 

God  and  voting 
don't  mix 

Re:  McGuinty  plays  the  faith  card 
for  easy  votes,  March  19 

The  point  of  the  separation  of  politics 
and  religion  is  that  everyone  should 
be  able  to  participate  in  the  demo- 
cratic process,  regardless  of  religion. 
An  election  date  should  not  be  set  at  a 
time  that  will  predictably  conflict  with 
any  major  religious  holidays.  The 
American  fixed  election  date  in  early 
November  works  precisely  because  it 
avoids  such  a  conflict,  while  Ontario's 
fixed  election  date  in  early  October 
steps  right  into  one.  Five  out  of  the 
eight  projected  elections  after  2007 
are  scheduled  on  a  Jewish  holiday 
of  some  sort.  And  in  many  elections, 
including  the  one  in  2007,  it  will  be 
impossible  or  difficult  for  Jews  to 
fully  participate  in  election-related 
activities  without  compromising  the 
observance  of  several  holidays  that 
take  place  during  the  campaign.  At 
issue  is  not  just  voting  on  election  day 
itself,  but  also  the  ability  of  members 
of  an  affected  religious  group  to  be 
active  in  elections  as  candidates  or 
campaign  workers. 


►  LETTERS  ^ 


Citizens  should  not  have  to  chose 
between  being  fully  involved  in  an 
election  campaign  and  observing  a 
holiday  season.  Under  Ontario's  cur- 
rent fixed  election  framework,  mem- 
bers of  the  Jewish  community  will  be 
unfairly  forced  to  make  that  choice. 
One  wonders  if  the  writer  would  be  so 
insistent  on  refusing  to  vary  the  elec- 
tion date  if  it  fell  on  Dec.  25? 

Michael  Orr 


Obama's  just  one  man 

Re:  Barack  and  Hillary  break  new 
ground,  March  19 

Until  the  citizens  of  the  world  learn 
to  cultivate  their  own  dreams,  here 
we  go  again.  I  personally  like  honest 
politicians  who  deliver.  So  I  was 
impressed  when  U.S.  presidential 
aspirant  Barack  Obama  dismissed 
as  mere  rhetoric  Australian  Prime 
Minister  John  Howard's  belittlement 
of  Obama's  call  for  a  phased  with- 
drawal of  American  troops  from  Iraq. 
Not  that  I  care  about  what  Americans 
do  in  Iraq,  but  I  do  care  about  how  the 
rest  of  the  world  views  American  poli- 
tics. Anyone  running  for  the  White 
House  is  treated  as  if  he  is  or  she  is 
going  to  lead  a  world  government 
of  some  sort.  For  one  to  think  that  a 
successful  presidential  campaign  by 
Barack  Obama  will  automatically  el- 
evate the  status  of  blacks  everywhere 
is  naivety  at  its  best. 

Having  recently  finished  reading  his 
book.  The  Audacity  of  Hope,  I  do  think 
that  Obama  can  reclaim  the  Ameri- 
can dream.  However,  instead  of  sitting 
back  and  cheering  on  rising  American 
stars,  we  should  all  aspire  to  improve 
humanity  ourselves.  Highlighting 
people's  ethnic  backgrounds  may 


make  for  a  fairytale  reading  of  history, 
but  isn't  that  how  the  media  usually 
perpetuates  the  divisions  of  old? 

Emmanuel  Mabe 


Bursting  SAC's 
bubble 

Re:  Bubble  up  for  grabs?, 
March  15 

As  an  undergraduate  who  partici- 
pates in  both  athletic  and  non-ath- 
letic activities  within  the  university 
community,  I  am  upset  about  the 
lack  of  respect  for  student  rights  the 
administration  has  shown  concern- 
ing the  new  sports  dome.  While  over 
10,000  students  could  be  affected  by 
the  loss  of  the  Varsity  Centre,  40,000 
undergrads  will  be  affected  by  a  $35 
ancillary  fee  increase  that  supports 
only  one  quarter  of  the  student  body. 
In  a  time  when  we  students  have  to 
fight  for  every  penny  we  have  now 
and  pay  off  debt  with  every  penny 
we  will  earn  during  the  first  few 
years  after  graduation,  it  seems  very 
undemocratic  for  the  students  as  a 
whole  to  not  have  a  say  in  where  our 
ancillary  fees  are  going.  The  Varsity 
Centre  is  an  important  addition  to  the 
university,  and  I  know  that  it  meets 
important  personal  and  athletic 
needs  for  the  students  who  use  it. 
However,  approving  a  fee  increase 
is  a  decision  that  students  should 
be  allowed  to  make  through  voting 
in  a  referendum.  Unlike  SAC,  the 
university  administration  has  never 
been  concerned  about  the  barriers  to 
post-secondary  education  that  high 
fees  represent. 

Meghan  McPhee 
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Have  apron,  will  blog 

One  undergrad's  student-friendly  website  helps  the  uninitiated  around  the  kitchen 


Amie  Watson  and  Amanda  Whittal 

As  students,  we  know  that  along 
with  late-night  study  sessions,  erratic 
schedules,  and  jam-packed  calendars 
come  the  inevitable  irregular  eating 
habits.  Our  on-the-go  lifestyles  make 
it  hard  to  find  time  to  eat  a  meal,  let 
alone  cook  one,  and  the  truth  is,  many 
people  don't  know  how  to  make  more 
than  the  simplest  dishes.  That's  not  a 
big  problem  with  fast-food  spots  and 
take-out  restaurants  on  every  corner. 
However,  a  junk-heavy  diet  definitely 
doesn't  help  the  student  budget  (or  the 
waistline),  and  the  last  thing  students 
need  is  the  lack  of  energy  that  results 
from  eating  too  much  fast  food. 

Jeremy  Ying,  a  fourth-year  U  of  T 
student  in  political  science  and  urban 
studies — and  a  former  Electric  Circus 
dancer — believes  that  time  restraints 
and  culinary  inability  shouldn't  force 
students  to  avoid  the  kitchen.  One 
year  ago,  Ying  found  a  solution  for 
the  many  friends  he  saw  struggling  to 
find  the  time  and  money  to  cook  real 
meals.  He  created  studentbudgetcook- 
ing.blogspot.com,  a  web  database 
of  easy-to-make  recipes  that  call  for 
few  ingredients  and  basic  skills.  Each 
of  the  dozen  or  so  recipes  currently 
featured  on  the  site  is  beautifully  pre- 
sented, with  pictures  and  step-by-step 
instructions  to  help  the  novice  chef 
along. 

After  a  year  spent  experimenting  in 
the  kitchen  and  working  on  the  web- 
site, Ying  can  confirm  that  his  home 
cooking  is  a  welcome  breeik  from  fast 
food. 

"I  find  that  the  most  satisfjang  food 
you'll  ever  eat  is  the  food  that  you  cook 
yourself,"  he  said.  "You  know  exactly 
what  you  want,  and  how  you  want  it." 

Yet  we  all  know  that  "easy"  food  can 
often  translate  into  "not  very  good" 
food — is  this  one  of  those  cases?  To 
find  out,  we  headed  to  Ying's  Scarbor- 
ough home  for  a  demonstration.  The 
test:  given  three  hours,  Ying  was  to 
prepare  four  meals  under  the  scrutiny 
of  skeptical — but  hungry — students. 
The  meals — salmon  fillets,  beef  torti- 
llas, chicken  fried  rice,  and  pasta  with 
shrimp — were  all  prepared  from  reci- 
pes available  on  Ying's  website. 


Jeremy  Ying  founded  studentbudgetcookjng.blogspot.com  to  help  students  prepare  simple,  home-cooked  meals  on  a  tight  budget. 


At  a  restaurant,  the  salmon  Ying 
made  would  no  doubt  be  called  "salm- 
on fillet  in  white  wine  and  dijon,"  a  title 
oozing  elegance  and  expense.  In  real- 
ity, you  can't  get  much  more  effortless 
than  marinating  the  fish  and  sticking 
it  in  the  oven,  leaving  the  oven  door 
open  to  crisp  the  fillet's  outsides  while 
leaving  the  inside  tender.  The  end  re- 
sult was  delicious  and  subtly  flavour- 
ful. 

Ying's  recipes  emphasize  resource- 
fulness and  speed.  The  beef  tortillas 
and  the  chicken  fried  rice  took  the  lon- 
gest to  prepare  because  of  the  need 
to  chop  vegetables  and  let  chicken 
fry  on  the  stove.  Using  store-bought 
tortillas  and  pre-shredding  the  lettuce 
and  cheese  made  wrapping  the  sau- 
teed  ground  beef  a  breeze.  The  sauce 
added  for  the  sautee  can  be  whatever 
you  like  (Ying  used  Diana  barbeque 
sauce  instead  of  the  pricier  Old  El 
Paso  mix). 

This  was  definitely  a  highlight  of 
Jeremy's  recipes — they  follow  the 


"whatever's  in  the  fridge"  approach,  in 
that  most  vegetables  or  meat  can  be 
used  in  place  of  or  in  addition  to  those 
specified  in  the  recipes.  But  conve- 
nience isn't  everything — how  did  the 
wraps  taste?  Like  good,  wholesome 
tortillas. 

So  how  did  the  ex-popstar  get  inter- 
ested in  cooking?  Ying  started  learn- 
ing from  his  mom,  mostly  because  he 
needed  something  to  do. 

"When  people  asked  what  my  hob- 
by was,  1  didn't  have  an  answer,"  he 
laughed.  "1  decided  1  needed  a  hobby." 
With  his  girlfriend's  help,  Ying  devel- 
oped the  website  in  hopes  of  reaching 
out  to  his  fellow  students. 

The  next  sample  dish  was  pasta 
in  a  light  cream  sauce.  Restaurant 
cream  sauce  is  notoriously  fattening, 
but  Ying  substituted  a  can  of  cream  of 
mushroom  soup,  adding  some  herbs 
for  flavour  Since  his  goal  is  to  make 
cooking  as  student-friendly  as  pos- 
sible, he  advocates  using  dried  herbs 
and  spices  because  fresh  produce  can 


go  bad  quite  quickly.  For  those  of  you 
saying,  "Spices?  1  need  to  buy  spices?" 
don't  panic,  you'll  only  need  a  few.  The 
best  part  of  the  sauce  was  the  shrimp, 
and  the  overall  dish  was  a  nice  depar- 
ture from  the  common  "pasta  with 
store-bought  tomato  sauce"  meal. 

Fortunately,  we  had  a  little  time  to 
breathe  while  our  happy  chef  pre- 
pared the  final  dish,  the  chicken  fried 
rice  (prepared  with  no  MSG  in  sight).  It 
was  while  chatting  with  him  between 
courses  that  we  realized  there  was 
another  benefit  to  cooking  at  home. 
A  beautifully  sunlit,  quiet  kitchen  in 
which  to  work  created  an  atmosphere 
that  cannot  be  found  as  one  flies 
through  a  fast-food  restaurant.  Not 
only  is  the  food  better  for  you  at  home, 
but  cooking  it  can  be  a  lot  of  fun! 

Ying  has  found  some  other  benefits 
to  being  his  own  chef.  "Having  a  comfy 
kitchen  to  cook  and  eat  in  has  done 
wonders  for  my  relationship  with  my 
girlfriend.  We  both  love  to  cook,  and 
the  hobby  has  brought  us  closer  to- 


gether," he  said.  "The  fast-food  atmo- 
sphere really  doesn't  offer  a  couple 
the  same  benefits  that  a  comfy  kitchen 
does." 

In  less  than  three  hours,  this  stu- 
dent chef  had  prepared  four  scrump- 
tious meals,  confirming  that  his  are 
very  doable  recipes.  To  stay  in  tune 
with  what  students  are  looking  for, 
Ying  encourages  feedback  as  to  what 
types  of  recipes  he  should  post.  We 
recommend  Ying's  website  for  those 
who  need  basic  kitchen  instruction 
or  want  to  prepare  a  quick,  easy  meal 
made  with  quality  ingredients. 

Ying  plans  to  keep  sharing  healthy, 
low-budget  recipes  even  after  he  grad- 
uates and  leaves  the  starving-student 
phase  of  his  life.  Explains  the  chef  him- 
self, "Money's  one  thing,  nutrition's 
another,  but  what's  really  worth  it  are 
people's  reactions."  Skeptics  who  try 
the  site's  recipes  will  be  delighted  to 
discover  that  cooking  isn't  really  that 
hard — knowing  a  few  little  secrets 
makes  all  the  difference. 


Don't  drink  the  (bottled)  water 


Melanie  Murphy  

A  few  Fridays  ago,  on  a  whim,  I  went  to 
see  Urinetown:  The  Musical,  performed 
by  the  Victoria  College  Drama  Society. 
I  knew  the  story  had  something  to 
do  with  people  having  to  pay  to  pee, 
but  as  I  sat  in  the  theatre  and  the 
drama  unfolded,  1  was  thrilled  that, 
two  weeks  before  World  Water  Day 
(March  22),  I  had  stumbled  across  a 
musical  about  the  privatization  of  our 
water  resources. 

Urinetown  takes  place  in  a  city  that 
has  experienced  a  drought  for  quite 
some  time,  and  in  order  to  preserve 
what  little  water  there  is,  a  large  for- 
profit  corporation  has  taken  control  of 
all  the  bathrooms  and  forced  people 
to  pay  every  time  they  need  to  relieve 
themselves.  One  particularly  memo- 
rable song  featured  the  lyric,  "It's  a 
privilege  to  pee."  As  the  audience  sat 
and  chuckled,  I  thought  back  to  a  time 
two  years  ago,  when  I  was  working  in 


a  small  Mexican  village  called  Cuent- 
epec. 

One  of  my  coworkers  was  feeling  sick 
and  needed  to  find  a  bathroom  before 
his  breakfast  ended  up  in  the  middle  of 
the  village  square.  We  quickly  popped 
into  the  community  centre,  only  to  be 
told  that  he  simply  could  not  use  the 
bathroom  there,  as  there  was  no  wa- 
ter to  flush.  After  some  quick  negotiat- 
ing, he  was  allowed  to  go  in  as  long  as 
we  agreed  to  dump  the  water  from  our 
Nalgene  bottles  into  the  tank,  to  flush 
the  toilet.  And  so,  while  the  audience 
members  laughed  at  the  absurdity  of 
limiting  urination  to  those  who  could 
afford  it,  I  understood  all  too  clearly 
that  for  too  many  people  around  the 
world,  what  we  consider  to  be  a  right 
really  is  a  privilege. 

I  belong  to  the  U  of  T  Student  Chris- 
tian Movement,  and  one  of  our  proj- 
ects for  the  winter  semester  has  been 
to  raise  awareness  about  the  current 
water  shortage  crisis  that  our  world 


is  facing,  and  to  examine  the  ways  in 
which  our  lifestyle  choices  may  be 
helping  to  bring  about  this  impending 
catastrophe. 

One  issue  we  have  found  particu- 
larly interesting  is  the  role  the  bottled 
water  industry  has  played  in  encour- 
aging the  privatization  of  an  increas- 
ingly dwindling  resource.  In  fact,  this 
industry  has  been  deemed  so  harmful 
to  equitable  water-sharing  practices 
that  a  number  of  Christian  churches 
across  Canada  have  called  on  their 
members  to  boycott  the  product  en- 
tirely, and  for  good  reason. 

The  bottled  water  industry  has  a 
long  list  of  sins  to  answer  for:  price 
gouging,  manipulative  marketing  tech- 
niques, the  use  of  ecologically  threat- 
ening packaging,  and  luring  people 
away  from  low-cost  public  tap  water  It 
is  perhaps  this  last  charge  that  is  the 
most  dangerous,  for,  through  cunning 
marketing  methods,  the  bottled  water 
industry  is  deceiving  its  consumers 


into  believing  that  our  publicly  pro- 
vided water  is  unfit  for  consumption. 
What  is  more,  they  are  asserting  that 
their  water  product  is  the  safer  choice. 
However,  according  to  a  study  by  the 
U.S.-based  Natural  Resources  Defense 
Council,  one-third  of  103  brands  of 
bottled  water  tested  contained  traces 
of  arsenic,  E.  coli,  and  other  contami- 
nants. One-quarter  of  all  bottled  wa- 
ter, including  Coca-Cola's  Dasani  and 
Pepsi's  Aquafina,  is  actually  taken 
from  the  tap,  and  in  many  countries, 
bottled  water  is  subjected  to  less  rig- 
orous testing  than  apparently  "haz- 
ardous" tap  water. 

In  the  late  1990s  and  into  the  new 
millennium,  bottled  water  represent- 
ed health  and  trendiness.  However, 
new  evidence  suggests  that  what  it 
really  symbolizes  is  corporate  greed 
and  public  gullibility  to  the  highest 
degree.  Why  are  people  willingly  lin- 
ing up  to  purchase  what  they  can  oth- 
erwise obtain  for  free?  With  the  right 


marketing  techniques,  could  bottled 
air  enjoy  the  same  success? 

And  so,  in  the  spirit  of  World  Water 
Day,  1  challenge  each  of  you  reading 
this  article  to  examine  what  compels 
you  to  purchase  bottled  water,  to  be- 
come enraged  at  the  marketing  tech- 
niques that  insult  our  intelligence, 
and  to  boycott  the  product  in  favour 
of  your  health,  your  pocketbook,  and 
your  social  conscience. 

If  we  don't  do  this  now,  all  too  soon 
we  may  find  that  we  have  unwittingly 
turned  over  control  of  our  safe,  low 
cost,  publicly  provided  water  to  the 
willing  hands  of  for-profit  corpora- 
tions. We  will  have  put  ourselves  in 
the  same  situation  as  the  characters 
in  Urinetown:  crying  for  the  privilege 
to  pee,  to  drink,  and  merely  to  sur- 
vive. 

Melanie  Murphy  is  Student  Coordinator 
of  the  U  of  T  Student  Christian 
Movement 
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AH  wound  up  in  organics 

With  years  of  hype  and  hubbub  behind  it,  organic  farming  has  risen  to  celebrity  status  through  its  association  with  the 
new  buzzword  of  the  \)ost- Inconvenient  Taithmild-.  sustainability.  Still,  the  question  lingers:  is  organic  farming  really 

doing  the  environment  and  society  a  favour?  MANDY  LO  investigates 


With  the  many  organic-themed  res- 
taurants and  grocery  stores  springing 
up  in  downtown  Toronto,  organic  food 
and  farming  is  often  in  the  limelight,  as 
it  was  in  Saturday's  The  Real  Dirt  on 
Food  conference  at  U  of  T.  But  for  an 
event  dedicated  to  getting  down  and 
dirty  with  organics,  the  conference 
failed  to  raise  scientific  and  social  ques- 
tions that  we  need  answered.  What  ef- 
fects does  organic  farming  have  on  the 
social — and  the  natural — ^world? 

Much  research  has  shown  that  con- 
ventional farming  methods  hurt  the 
environment  and  may  have  unpredict- 
able effects  on  human  health.  Conven- 
tional fertilization  relies  on  overload- 
ing industrially-produced  ammonium 
and  nitrates  into  fields,  a  large  portion 
of  which  leaches  to  nearby  lakes  and 
rivers,  causing  eutrophication — the 
eventual  depletion  of  oxygen  from  wa- 
ter, leading  to  decreased  biodiversity. 
The  addition  of  chemical  pesticides 
and  herbicides  to  crops  in  convention- 
al farming  protects  crops  from  pests, 
but  herbicide  and  insecticide  resis- 
tance often  results.  As  well,  none  are 
sure  what  effects  prolonged  intake  of 
such  chemicals  could  have  on  human 
health.  With  global  food  demands  on 
the  rise,  food  providers  need  more 
effective  and  sustainable  methods  of 
agriculture. 

"Agriculture  is  the  main  human  in- 
terface between  people  and  the  envi- 
ronment...and  we  need  a  new  kind  of 
agriculture  because  we  are  contribut- 
ing in  a  big  way  to  the  environmental 
destruction  with  the  kind  of  agricul- 
ture we  are  practicing  today,"  said  Dr. 
Jennifer  Sumner,  OlSE's  coordinator  in 
U  of  T's  collaborative  program  in  envi- 
ronmental studies. 

"[Organic  farming]  is  a  completely 
different  way  of  farming  that  is  very 
environmentally-sensitive  and  looks  at 
the  farm  as  a  holistic  system  that  is  in 
embedded  in  the  environment,  rather 
than  looking  at  the  farm  as  a  business 
opportunity  or  looking  at  the  farm  as  a 
way  to  extract  as  much  as  you  can  out 
of  the  soil  or  the  animal  or  the  plant." 

Organic  farming  avoids  the  use  of 
synthetic  fertilizers,  pesticides,  and 
herbicides  on  plants  and  growth  hor- 
mones and  antibiotics  on  livestock. 
Rather  than  adding  fertilizers,  or- 
ganic farmers  maintain  soil  fertility 
using  crop  rotation,  animal  manure 
and  "green  manure" — crops  with  ni- 
trogen-fixing ability  that  can  add  nu- 
trients and  organic  matter  to  the  soil. 
To  combat  pests,  they  use  a  form  of 
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The  issue  of  organic  foods  is  entangled  in  social  and  environmental  problems  that  need  to  be  solved  before  consumers  can  trust 
their  "green"  choices. 


crop  diversification:  simply  planting 
alternate  rows  of  two  plant  varieties. 
Since  these  methods  do  not  involve 
adding  extra  chemicals  to  the  soil  or 
to  the  crops  that  end  up  as  food,  they 
are  often  viewed  as  a  more  sustain- 
able method  of  farming  compared  to 
conventional  farming. 

Studies  that  tout  the  benefits  of 
organic  farming  can  be  found  every- 
where in  the  media  and  the  research 
community.  One  notable  finding  came 
from  a  15-year  study  from  the  Rodale 
Institute  in  Pennsylvania  in  which  the 
legumes  that  were  part  of  the  crop 
rotation  system  were  fed  to  cattle  and 
their  manure  was  used  to  provide  nu- 


trients to  the  crops.  This  study  showed 
a  drastic  increase  in  the  soil  fertility 
compared  to  industrial  fertilizers. 

While  organic  farming  seems  to  be 
better  for  the  environment,  is  organic 
food  better  for  human  consumption? 
The  health  benefits  of  organic  foods 
grown  on  fertilizer-free  soil  are  still 
unknown  due  to  a  lack  of  funding.  One 
thing  that  seems  to  be  certain  is  that 
there  are  fewer  pesticides  in  organic 
foods  compared  to  food  produced  by 
conventional  farming.  Sumner  retold 
an  anecdote  from  Michael  PoUan's 
book.  The  Omnivore's  Dilemma, 
where  an  interview  with  a  mass  spec- 
trometry scientist  from  General  Mills 


revealed  that,  while  60  per  cent  of 
foods  from  conventional  farming  con- 
tains pesticides,  organic  crops  contain 
little  to  no  pesticides. 

Opponents  of  organic  farming  often 
dispute  its  merits  by  accusing  it  of 
low  crop  yields  and  therefore  requir- 
ing more  land  and  resources  to  grow 
enough  crops.  They  argue  that  organ- 
ic farming  may  not  produce  enough  to 
feed  the  world. 

While  scientists  disagree  on  wheth- 
er organic  farming  increases  or  de- 
creases yield,  Sumner  cautioned  that 
organic  farming  should  not  be  simply 
viewed  as  a  solution  to  world  hunger 
and  that  the  issue  of  yield  hides  the 


fact  that  world  hunger  is  a  problem  of 
food  distribution,  not  quantity. 

"We  have  certainly  enough  food 
to  feed  everybody  in  the  world,  but 
there  is  hunger  in  the  world.  There  is 
hunger  in  the  world  not  because  we 
are  not  growing  enough  food,  but  be- 
cause we  have  a  distribution  problem. 
People  are  hungry  because  they  don't 
have  access  to  land  to  grow  food  and 
they  don't  have  access  to  money  to 
buy  food." 

Presently,  organic  farming  is 
practiced  in  3,600  farms  in  Canada, 
which  accounts  for  1.5  per  cent  of  the 
country's  farms,  according  to  a  study 
completed  by  the  Canadian  Organic 
Growers  and  sponsored  by  Agricul- 
ture and  Agri-Food  Canada.  The  trend 
of  switching  to  organic  farming  is  on 
the  rise.  Most  organic  farms  grow 
crops  like  grains  and  oilseeds,  but 
various  fruits  and  vegetables,  vine- 
yards, herbs,  mushrooms,  livestock 
and  maple  syrup  are  also  produced 
organically  in  Canada. 

Meanwhile,  Canadian  organic  farm- 
ers are  facing  technical  and  economic 
obstacles.  Organic  farming  requires 
more  knowledge  about  the  farm  as  a 
self-sustaining  system,  a  deeper  un- 
derstanding of  how  its  constituents 
contribute  to  the  system,  and  can 
be  harder  to  manage  than  following 
labels  on  fertilizers  and  pesticides 
packages. 

There  is  also  inadequate  support 
from  the  various  levels  of  govern- 
ment to  push  organic  farming  for- 
ward. Farmers  transitioning  into 
organic  farming  face  huge  economic 
obstacles,  since  it  takes  three  years 
to  clear  their  fields  of  chemicals,  and 
they  cannot  market  their  food  as  or- 
ganic until  then.  While  governments 
in  the  EU  support  farmers  during  this 
three-year  period,  Canada  does  not 
have  a  policy  to  help  tremsitloning 
farmers. 

"The  agricultural  policy  [in  Canada] 
tends  to  reward  larger  farmers  and 
push  small  to  medium  farmers  off  the 
land.  We  need  an  agricultural  policy 
that  helps  smaller  and  medium  farms 
not  to  feed  the  world,  but  to  feed  their 
community  and  the  region,"  Sumner 
noted. 

Sumner  believes  more  research 
into  the  production  and  health  ben- 
efits of  organics  will  help  Canada 
devise  agricultural  policies  that  pro- 
mote organic  farming,  and  may  revo- 
lutionize the  agricultural  sector  from 
the  ground  up. 


Fallen  food  ethics 


Mayce  Al-Sukhni 


C( 


"Our  ethical  standards  have  gone 
out  the  window,"  said  Dr.  Leslie 
Jermyn.  You  don't  normally  hear 
about  deranged  morality  when  it 
comes  to  food,  but  that's  what  Jer- 
myn stressed  in  her  presentation 
at  Saturday's  organic  food  confer- 
ence. 

Jermyn,  a  lecturer  in  U  of  T's  de- 


partment of  anthropology,  argued 
that  the  globalization  of  food  over 
the  past  century  have  had  nega- 
tive consequences.  Mass-produced 
food  depends  on  technological 
improvements:  improvements  in 
transportation  techniques,  the  de- 
velopment of  inorganic  nitrates  as 
fertilizers,  synthetic  pesticides, 
and  animal  antibiotics  that  allowed 
farmers  to  force  their  animals  to 


small,  confined  spaces  without  trig- 
gering the  rapid  spread  of  disease. 

But  there  is  a  price  for  cheap  eats: 
decreased  biodiversity,  increased 
human  populations,  increased  en- 
vironmental damage,  and  the  loss 
of  sustainability  and  food  security. 
According  to  Jermyn,  by  accepting 
these  changes  in  food  production, 
humans  have  lost  their  moral  integ- 
rity. 


The  Varsity  sat  down  with  Jermyn 
to  talk  about  our  global,  good-for- 
nothing  gluttony. 

The  Varsity:  What  is  the  difference 
between  produce  that  claims  to 
be  "organic,"  rather  than  "local," 
and  what  are  the  consequences  of 
choosing  one  over  the  other? 
Leslie  Jermyn:  Many  of  our  super- 
markets have  organic  sections  that 


rely,  almost  exclusively,  not  on  lo- 
cal organic  growers,  but  on  very 
distant  ones,  and  these  are  primar- 
ily in  California  because  you  get  a 
constant  supply  of  broccoli  or  car- 
rots or  lettuce  there. 

So  what's  happening  is  that  not 
only  are  [supermarkets]  getting  the 
food  from  very  far  away,  and  that's 
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having  a  huge  ecological  footprint, 
but  also  we  re  then  getting  "organic 
food"  that  is  being  standardized 
with  a  set  of  standards  that  many 
people  would  say  are  not  actually 
organic. 

So  what  happens  then  is  that 
you  dupe  or  fool  consumers.  You 
say,  "Here,  pay  two  or  three  times 
the  price  to  have  organic  food," 
generally  because  you  want  to  be 
healthier  and  because  you  want  to 
protect  the  environment.  But  on 
the  one  hand,  you're  going  to  do 
more  harm  than  good  to  the  envi- 
ronment, and  on  the  other  hand, 
you  may  not  actually  be  eating 
completely  pesticide-free  food. 

What  happens  then,  is  you  get 
one  or  two  journalistic  exposes  on 
that,  and  people  whose  only  entry 
into  the  environmentally-conscien- 
tious world  was  organic  food  are 
then  told  "Oh,  you  fool,  you've  been 
contributing  to  worse  environmen- 
tal problems  and  you  haven't  even 
been  protecting  the  health  of  your 
children!" 

So,  it  inspires  cynicism.  Peo- 
ple would  say,  "Well,  if  organic 
isn't  even  working,  why  the  heck 
should  I  bother  with  any  of  these 
other  things.  They're  all  likely  to 


be  equally  problematic.  I'm  being 
fooled  in  some  way  by  fair-trade 
coffee  or  sweatshop-free  clothing." 
And  so  they  tune  out.  So,  it  seems 
to  me  that  we  need  to  give  them  a 
very  clear  message  that  isn't  going 
to  come  back  and  bite  them. 

And  that  message  is:  First,  buy  lo- 
cal, because  you  can  guarantee  that 
the  [ecological]  footprint  is  lower. 
It's  absolutely  demonstrable,  and 
it's  not  debatable.  Then,  if  you  can, 
buy  local  organic.  "Then  if  you  can" 
meaning  if  you  can  find  it,  and  if 
you  can  afford  it,  then  we  should  be 
supporting  our  local  farmers  who 
choose  to  go  organic.  If  you  really 
want  organic  food,  and  you  want  to 
be  environmentally-sensitive,  the 
obvious  step  would  be  to  go  out 
of  your  way  a  little  bit  to  let  farm- 
ers know  what  you  want.  In  other 
words,  to  go  to  farmers'  markets 
to  set  up  the  "field  to  table"  [pro- 
gram] where  you  can  buy  produce 
in  advance  from  a  farmer.  With  our 
pocketbooks  we  give  the  signal  to 
our  local  farmers  that  we're  willing 
to  pay  for  organic  produce. 

V:  The  definition  of  "organic" 
appears  to  vary.  As  a  result,  con- 
sumers cannot  always  trust  labels 
that  promise  organic  foods.  Is  it 
because  the  standards  for  organic 
foods  vary  in  different  countries,  or 
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because  these  products  are  not  as 
rigorously  checked  as  in  Canada? 

L.J.:  As  I  understand  it,  one  of  the 
problems  is  the  pressure  to  scale 
up.  A  lot  of  Californian  producers 
farm  on  a  huge  scale.  When  you 
farm  on  such  a  big  scale,  it  could 
be  argued  that  it's  nearly  impos- 
sible to  do  it  organically,  because 
organic  farming  requires  a  much 
higher  ratio  of  labour  to  land.  If 
lots  of  markets  are  demanding  a 
consistent  supply  of  organic  pro- 
duce, then  the  farmer  may  continu- 
ally expand  production  to  the  point 
where  absolutely  pure,  rigidly  or- 
ganic production  becomes  impos- 
sible. They  have  to  do  what's  called 
"integrated  pest  management," 
which  actually  means  using  pesti- 
cides sometimes. 

But  for  me,  this  is  the  problem. 
I  have  a  very  absolutist  view  of 
things.  If  you  use  pesticides,  you 
can't  be  organic.  I'm  not  interested 
in  "integrated  pest  management," 
I'm  interested  in  using  words  the 
way  they're  meant  to  be  used.  I 
think  that  organic  production  of 
food  almost  absolutely  requires 
a  pretty  intimate  scale.  A  family 
farm  can't  really  exceed  100  acres, 
and  still  they're  going  to  have  to  be 
highly  laboured.  And  that  is  one  of 
the  reasons  that  it  is  necessarily 


more  expensive. 

Other  countries  set  different 
standards,  but  they  do  so  in  re- 
sponse to  the  business  climate. 

V:  In  your  talk,  you  mentioned  a 
number  of  consequences  of  the  glo- 
balization of  food.  Are  these  conse- 
quences irreversible? 

L.J. :  I  think  that  human  beings  are 
extremely  lax  about  this.  I  made  a 
lot  of  links  to  technology,  as  tech- 
nology is  a  human  product,  and 
how  we  choose  to  use  it  is  subject 
to  us  making  decisions.  Technology 
doesn't  necessarily  run  us,  though 
it  sometimes  feels  like  that. 

So,  is  it  reversible?  Sure.  We 
could  get  off  the  hydrocarbon  farm- 
ing system  that  we're  currently  on 
which  makes  our  food — even  if  it's 
grown  locally — dependent  on  far- 
away sources  of  natural  gas  or  oil. 
Yes,  we  could  imagine  some  other 
food  system,  but  the  consequences 
of  that  are  multifold.  It's  not  just  a 
matter  of  using  less  equipment,  or 
transporting  foods  shorter  distanc- 
es, or  finding  ways  to  integrate  ani- 
mals back  on  the  farm  so  that  we 
use  manure  instead  of  inorganic  ni- 
trogen fertilizer — all  of  these  things 
are  part  of  it.  But  if  we  were  going 
to  do  that  on  a  broad  scale,  if  we  ac- 
tually said  "This  is  the  way  forward 
everywhere;  everybody  has  to  do 
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this,"  the  problem  would  be  that 
we  would  not  produce  enough  food 
to  feed  all  of  us.  I  do  not  want  to 
suggest  that  the  consequences  are 
dire,  that  we  do  this  and  then  just 
starve  out  five  million  people.  But 
what  I'm  suggesting  is  that  the  deci- 
sions we  make  to  change  the  farm- 
ing system  would  have  to  go  along 
with  decisions  we  make  about  how 
we  run  our  society. 

By  eating  locally,  we  can  reduce 
the  amount  of  fuel  that  goes  into 
transport,  for  example.  By  eating 
non-processed  foods,  we  can  re- 
duce the  amount  of  fuel  and  plas- 
tics, which  are  oil-based,  that  go 
into  getting  the  food  to  our  table. 
We  can  make  some  small  adjust- 
ments, but  if  we  want  to  talk  about 
long-term  sustainability  and  re- 
turning to  a  situation  where,  for- 
ever, we  can  produce  food  to  feed 
ourselves,  that  is  also  going  to  re- 
quire rethinking  the  question  of 
population. 

And  that  leads  to  the  question  of 
reproduction.  We're  going  to  have 
to  start  thinking  about  whether 
everyone  can  have  one  or  two  or 
three  kids,  and  possibly  they  can't. 
That's  a  very  sticky  area,  where 
people  shudder  and  say,  "I  don't 
even  want  to  think  about  it!" 

I  don't  want  to  say  that  [the  con- 
sequences] are  not  reversible,  but 
I  would  like  to  suggest  that  revers- 
ing them  or  taking  steps  toward 
something  that  is  more  sustain- 
able is  not  as  simple  as  changing 
farming  practices.  We  have  to  also 
change  the  way  we  think  about  re- 
producing our  own  society  into  the 
future. 

V:  There  essentially  has  to  be  an 
entire  paradigm  shift,  then? 

L.J. :  Yes,  an  entire  paradigm  shift. 
We  have  to  see  ourselves  as  part  of 
a  larger  web,  and  not  a  kingpin  in  a 
hierarchy. 

V:  While  your  talk  was  on  the  glo- 
balization of  the  food  market,  what 
is  your  opinion  of  globalization  in 
other  markets?  Has  it  had  a  totally 
negative  impact  on  humankind  and 
the  environment,  or  do  you  see  any 
saving  grace? 

L.J.:  In  terms  of  the  production 
of  things,  it  has  generally  been 
negative  for  the  same  reasons 
that  it  has  been  negative  for  food, 
and  that  is  that  we  have  access  to 
cheap  resources  and  cheap  labour 
in  order  to  produce  things — every- 
thing from  clothespegs  to  snow 
boots.  And  what  that  has  permit- 
ted is  a  very  false  standard  of  liv- 
ing for  some  people  on  the  planet. 
A  very  small  slice  of  the  planet  has 
been  able  to  live  like  kings,  a  life  of 
material  plenty.  Many  would  argue 
that  it's  not  necessarily  a  good  life 
because  they  work  themselves  to 
death  and  get  into  debt  in  order  to 
have  this  material  life.  But  nonethe- 
less, materially,  we've  been  incred- 
ibly wealthy,  and  we're  probably 
the  wealthiest  generation  to  ever 
walk  the  face  of  the  planet.  That 
has  a  very  negative  environmental 
impact  because. ..we're  simply  con- 
suming more  than  the  world  can 
provide  for  us  indefinitely  or  for 
everyone  equally. 

So,  yes,  [globalization]  been 
negative  for  the  same  reason  [as 
with  food].  Stuff  has  become  falsely 
abundant  and  cheap.  It  shouldn't 
be  that  abundant  and  it  definitely 
shouldn't  be  that  cheap.  In  a  sense, 
there's  nothing  wrong  if  we  choose 
to  trade  around  the  world.  I  don't 
have  a  problem  with  trade  by  itself, 
and  it's  not  that  we  should  all  shut 
down  the  borders  and  say  that  noth- 
ing should  ever  come  in  or  out  and 
we  all  need  to  be  self-sufficient.  We 
can  trade,  but  we  have  to  do  it  with- 
in much  stricter  limits  with  regards 
to  how  much  material  stuff  is  being 
processed  for  each  of  us  just  to  get 
from  birth  to  death.  That  amount  of 
stuff  has  to  be  severely  reduced. 


^  r  ' 

Accountants 


Certified  Management  Accountants 


As  Treasurer  and  Vice  President  for  Warner  Music  Group,  CMA  Mari<  A.Smith 

uses  his  unique  range  of  skills  to  help  his -organization  adapt  to  the  rapidly  changing 
music  industry.  Become  a  CMA  and  you'll  fiave  the  power  to  make  a  difference 
in  an  organization  too.  Your  training  will  prepare  you  to  make  strategic  and  financial 
decisions  that  grow  businesses  -  making  you  an  asset  to  any  employer. 
To  see  what  a  professional  designation  can  do  for  you,  visit  becomeacma.com 
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A  commonplace  conundrum 


Greta  Chiu 


Everyone  knows  and  hates  the  vi- 
ruses that  cause  nausea  and  head- 
aches. But  have  you  ever  thought 
to  fear  the  desks  and  walls  of  your 
own  office  or  home?  Today,  build- 
ings themselves  seem  to  be  a  seri- 
ous health  issue. 

Dr.  Lynn  Marshall,  of  the  Environ- 
mental Health  Clinic  at  the  Women's 
College  Hospital,  recently  gave  a 
presentation  on  environment-linked 
conditions  that  have  become  in- 
creasingly common  during  the  last 
few  decades — "invisible  illnesses" 
whose  symptoms  often  go  unseen. 
She  focused  on  four  main  chronic 
conditions:  "sick  building  syn- 
drome," chronic  fatigue  syndrome, 
fibromyalgia,  and  multiple  chemical 
sensitivity. 

These  four  conditions,  which 
mostly  affect  middle-aged  women, 
are  linked  to  poor  ventilation  and 
exposure  to  certain  chemicals  in 
the  environment  where  people  live 
and  work.  Common  culprits  include 
dustmites,  moles  that  thrive  in 
damp  areas,  pet  dander,  pollen,  in- 
organic chemicals  (nitrogen  dioxide 
and  sulfur  dioxide  gases),  volatile 
organic  compounds  like  paint  thin- 
ner and  persistent  organic  pollut- 
ants like  dioxins. 

According  to  Marshall,  the  four 
invisible  conditions  are  closely 
linked  and  even  have  similar  symp- 
toms— so  similar  that  sometimes  a 
physician  is  unable  to  pinpoint  the 


patient's  problem.  For  instance, 
the  symptoms  of  sick  building  syn- 
drome include  (but  are  not  limited 
to)  dizziness,  headaches,  nausea, 
dry  coughs,  insomnia,  and  difficulty 
concentrating,  all  of  which  can  be 
symptoms  of  the  three  other  condi- 
tions, or  numerous  others. 

Because  the  symptoms  only  ap- 
pear during  contact  with  a  particu- 
lar substance  and  go  away  after- 
ward, many  ignore  the  symptoms 
and  continue  their  daily  routine, 
maintaining  their  exposure  to  the 
illness-causing  substances.  In  fact, 
as  time  goes  on,  people  who  contin- 
ually ignore  warning  signs  of  repeat- 
ed symptoms  will  find  themselves 
becoming  increasingly  sensitive  to 
many  allergens. 

The  number  of  crossover  symp- 
toms and  the  possibility  of  mixing  ill- 
nesses have  made  both  researching 
and  diagnosing  environment-linked 
conditions  problematic.  A  diagnos- 
tic definition  of  multiple  chemical 
sensitivity  was  finally  put  together 
in  1999,  after  decades  of  observing 
the  illnesses  and  theorizing  about 
it's  environmental  cause. 

Despite  these  difficulties,  there 
is  hope  to  treat  these  conditions. 
Treatment  is  a  two-step  process  and 
involves  seeing  a  professional.  First, 
the  patient  must  attempt  to  figure 
out  which  substance  has  caused  an 
onset  of  symptoms.  It  may  be  a  new 
window-washing  fluid  used  at  the 
office,  or  even  a  new  chair.  Remov- 


The  areas  where  you  live,  work,  or  dissect  computers  may  be  harming  you.  Gas  masks  aren't  necessary,  but  you  may  want  to  pay 
attention  if  you  feel  under  the  weather  when  indoors. 


ing  one  substance  at  a  time  from  the 
patient's  daily  environment  helps 
identify  the  source.  Finally,  the 
patient's  daily  routine  is  re-worked 


so  when  the  substance  is  removed, 
regular  sleeping  patterns  are  re- 
stored and  healthy  eating  habits  are 
implemented. 


One  thing  to  keep  in  mind  is  that 
prevention  is  key.  Recognizing  that 
one  has  developed  these  symptoms  is 
the  first  step  towards  better  health. 
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MARKY  MARKSMAN:  Mark  Wahlberg  stars  as  a  retired  sniper  wlio's  been  double-crossed  in  The  Shooter. 


Mark  Wahlberg  sets  his  sights 

Bad-boy  actor  talks  Entourage,  religion,  and  his  new  flick  Shooter 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


The  pressure  is  on  for  Mark  Wahlberg. 
The  one-time  rapper-turned-Holly- 
wood star  has  recently  added  Acad- 
emy Award  nominee  to  his  constantly 
expanding  resume,  after  getting  a  nod 
for  his  acid-tongued  performance  in 
Martin  Scorsese's  prize  magnet  The 
Departed. 

So  far,  Wahlberg  has  received  of- 
fers to  star  in  a  boxing  period  piece, 
The  Fighter  (opposite  The  Departed 
co-star  Matt  Damon),  M.  Night  Shya- 
malan's  comeback  movie  (after  Lady 
in  the  Water  drowned)  The  Happen- 
ing, sequels  to  both  The  Italian  Job 
and  The  Departed,  as  well  as  the  op- 
portunity to  play  the  character  of 
Duke  in  the  possible  live-action  G.I. 
Joe  movie. 

Wahlberg  was  in  Toronto  over  the 
weekend  promoting  his  latest  flick, 
the  political-thriller  Shooter,  and  ex- 
pressed how  he  wcis  overwhelmed, 
yet  excited  about  all  of  the  options 
he's  Ijeen  presented  with. 


"I'd  like  to  do  them  all,"  he  quipped, 
though  he  added  that  each  project 
is  contingent  on  the  quality  of  their 
screenplays,  as  well  as  his  own  busy 
schedule  as  executive  producer  of 
the  hit  TV  series  Entourage,  and  two 
new  HBO  projects  as  well. 

The  former  problem  child  from  the 
South  Boston  projects  isn't  making 
any  hasty  decisions,  as  he's  all  too 
familiar  with  the  precarious  nature 
of  celebrity.  After  scoring  a  number- 
one  Billboard  hit  in  October  1991 
with  "Good  Vibrations,"  produced 
by  his  brother  Donnie,  Marky  Mark's 
popularity  plummeted  amidst  the  col- 
lapse of  teen  pop  and  allegations  of 
homophobia.  These  missteps,  com- 
bined with  his  rap  sheet — a  laundry 
list  of  racially-tinged  assault  charg- 
es— didn't  fare  with  well  the  press  or 
his  fan  base  of  teenage  girls. 

Never  one  to  lay  down  and  quit, 
Wahlberg  quickly  rebranded  him- 
self as  a  film  actor,  with  surprisingly 
positive  results.  After  unremarkable 
performances  in  The  Basketball  Dia- 
ries (1995)  and  Fear  (1996),  Wahlberg 


once  again  won  the  public's  attention 
with  memorable  showings  in  Boogie 
Nights  (1997),  Three  Kings  (1999),  and 
I  [Heart]  Huckabees  (2004). 

While  the  actor  owns  up  to  his  tur- 
bulent past,  he  also  contends  that  it 
provides  his  characters  with  an  au- 
thenticity that's  foreign  to  most  Hol- 
lywood stars. 

"I'm  far  enough  away  from  that 
now,"  the  actor  insisted.  "1  remember 
for  a  long  time  1  didn't  want  to  have 
my  shirt  off  (which  was  a  very  "Marky 
Mark"  thing  to  do).  I  don't  like  to  do 
stuff  that  reminds  people  of  my  past." 

With  his  past  gone  but  not  forgot- 
ten, Wahlberg  takes  great  care  when 
planning  his  career,  particularly 
which  projects  he  chooses  to  work 
on. 

"If  you  make  a  movie  and  it  doesn't 
work,  they  don't  really  give  too  many 
choices  after  that,"  Wahlberg  modest- 
ly lamented.  "Certain  people  are  al- 
lowed more  misses  than  others,  and 
1  don't  think  I'm  on  that  list." 

His  career  isn't  the  only  factor  that 
shapes  his  decision-making.  Wahl- 


berg also  has  a  baby  boy  and  a  tod- 
dler daughter  to  think  about. 

"1  spend  hours  up  at  night  trying 
to  figure  out  how  I'm  going  to  explain 
Boogie  Nights,"  Wahlberg  stressed, 
calling  to  attention  his  breakout  role 
as  the  well-endowed  porn  star,  Dirk 
Diggler. 

"Hopefully  people  will  start  calling 
me  Swagger  (his  ex-military  charac- 
ter in  Shooter)  when  they  see  me  on 
the  street,  instead  of  Dirk,  because 
my  daughter  will  be  like,  'Who's  Dirk, 
Daddy?'" 

Though  Wahlberg  may  want  to  keep 
Dirk  under  wraps,  he  doesn't  have 
many  regrets.  "I've  had  a  pretty  good 
run,"  said  Wahlberg.  "I'm  extremely 
grateful  for  all  the  things  that  have 
happened  to  me.  So  I  don't  expect  it 
to  last  forever." 

His  weariness  of  the  business 
might  be  why  the  star  keeps  an  ironic 
distance  from  Hollywood.  He  doesn't 
buy  into  the  glitz  and  glamour  nor- 
mally associated  with  the  lifestyles 
of  the  rich  and  shameless.  For  Wahl- 
berg, it's  all  about  the  work. 


"You  know  people  think,  'Oh  you're 
in  Hollywood,  you're  making  movies, 
it's  got  to  be  glamorous,'"  he  said. 
"The  only  people  that  have  it  easy  are 
the  guys  on  Entourage.  I'm  always  in 
the  middle  of  nowhere,  in  some  hor- 
rible conditions,  with  people  trying 
to  hurt  me.  These  guys  are  with  hot 
chicks  in  L.A.,  cruising  around  in  cool 
cars.  They're  really  living  it." 

But  Wahlberg,  who  serves  as  execu- 
tive producer  on  Entourage,  says  he's 
sadistically  enjoying  the  new  direc- 
tion that  the  series  is  taking.  Since  the 
show  is  loosely  based  on  Wahlberg's 
own  experience  with  fame,  it  seems 
logical  that  the  charmed  protagonist, 
Vince,  should  have  his  luck  run  out. 
"Now  Vince  is  broke,  man.  Vince  is 
done.  I  love  the  dramatic  turns  that 
the  show  is  taking." 

"It's  cool  for  a  minute  to  see  these 
guys  living  the  high  life.  But  come 
on,  you  don't  want  to  see  that  for  so 
long.  I  remember  hearing  the  cast  of 
Ocean's  12  talking  about  how  much 

SEE  WAHLBERG' -  PG  16 
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Now  hear  this! 


What  to  skip,  play,  and  repeat 


Bloc  Party 

-A  Weekend  in  the  City{V\ce) 


It's  beginning  to  look  like  none  of  this  decade's  indie-rock  buzz- 
bands  can  deliver  a  decent  sophomore  follow-up.  Bands  like 
The  Stokes,  The  Hives,  The  Vines,  and  Interpol  all  failed  to  top 
the  critical  buzz  their  breakthrough  records  initially  sparked.  If 
you'd  asked  me  six  months  ago,  1  would  have  guessed  that  Bloc 
Party  would  be  the  band  to  break  this  disappointing  streak. 
Unfortunately,  this  over-produced  effort  pales  in  comparison 
to  their  immaculate  2005  debut.  Silent  Alarm.  Vocalist  Kele 
Okereke  tries  desperately  to  be  the  new  Morrissey  as  he  takes 
his  overwrought  emo  lyrics  to  a  new  level,  which  sadly  crosses 
over  into  the  realm  of  cheesiness.  Example:  "I  will  charm,  1  will  slice,  1  will  dazzle  them  with  my  wit"  ren- 
ders the  otherwise  OK  first  single  "The  Prayer"  cringe-worthy.  Closer  "SXRT,"  Weekends  anti-thesis  to 
Silent  Alarm's  haunting  comedown  "Compliments,"  is  undermined  by  Okereke  yelping  "For  a  boy  my  age. 
If  you  want  to  know  what  makes  me  sad,  Well  it's  hope."  It's  not  a  travesty  of  a  record  or  anything,  "Hunt- 
ing for  Witches"  has  some  single  potential  and  showcases  some  cool  sounds  and  sonic  growth,  but  when 
compared  to  their  only  other  album.  Weekend  lacks  excitement  and  a  certain  je  ne  sais  quoi,  which  may 
have  just  been  perfect  timing  back  in  2005.  —JORDAN  BIMM 


Rating:  WvW 


TheAudlovlsuals 
-S/r(Falnt  and  Hearted) 


Coming  straight  out  of  St.  Catherines,  The  Audiovisuals  are  a 
fierce  four-piece  who  specialize  in  criminally  tight  dance  rock. 
Taking  some  cues  from  post-punks  Gang  of  Four  and  modern 
counterparts  like  The  Gossip  and  I  Love  You  But  I've  Chosen 
Darkness,  one  could  make  a  decent  argument  that  the  A/V's 
are  actually  more  consistent,  with  every  track  on  this  six-song 
disc  sporting  standout  qualities.  With  sometimes-sparse  vo- 
cals— "Train  Song"  is  totally  instrumental — which  actually 
sound  more  influenced  by  the  punk  and  hardcore  sounds  of 
Braid  and  Moneen  than  anything  indie-rock,  the  A/V's  EP  is  as 
catchy  as  it  is  kinetic.  Keep  your  ear  to  the  ground  for  more  recordings  from  this  promising  outfit,  and  if 
you  get  a  chance,  be  sure  to  check  out  their  stellar  live  show.  Your  hips  will  thank  you.  — ^J.B. 

Rating:  WVW 

The  Acorn 

-  77/7 /7sf  (Paper  Bag) 

The  Acorn  is  actually  a  pretty  apt  name  for  this  Ottawa  Quintet. 
Their  songs  are  unassuming  folk-ish  numbers  that  each  offer  up 
multiple  layers  for  the  listener  to  explore.  Their  third  release  in 
as  many  years.  Tin  Fist  is  an  expertly  crafted  offering  featuring 
strong  songwriting  and  solid  guitar  and  banjo  work  plus  some 
really  cool  percussion.  The  too-short  EP  opens  with  it's  longest 
song,  "Heirlooms,"  which  would  work  great  on  a  rainy-day  mix 
tape  between  Elliot  Smith  and  Death  Cab  For  Cutie.  Choosing 
to  open  with  such  a  downtrodden,  self-sorry  opus  shows  that 
the  Acorn  are  all  about  painting  emotional  pictures  with  their 
songs.  "Heirlooms"  gradually  builds  and  subsides,  with  cool  guitar  sounds  and  great  cymbal  work  filling 
the  empty  spaces,  and  culminates  with  a  syncopated  jcizzy  vocal  hook  which  totcilly  seals  the  dark  deal. 
Another  highlight  is  the  more  upbeat  "Spring  Thaw,"  which  is  actually  the  perfect  song  for  our  present 
metrological  situation.  Sporting  a  driving  rhythm  section  and  a  fleeting-yet-awesome,  disco-inflected  bass 
part,  this  song  sounds  like  the  love  child  of  Win  Butler  and  Jeff  Tweedy.  This  EP  is  a  great  start  for  the 
Acorn,  but  a  full-length  will  be  their  real  test.  — J.B. 


Rating:  VVVvW 


You  Say  Party!  We  Say  Die! 
-lose  All  Time  (Paper  Bag) 


Even  though  they're  responsible  for  the  demise  of  one  of  Van- 
couver's all-time  best  bands — post-punkers  Cadeaux  broke 
up  when  drummer  Devon  Clifford  left  to  join  YSP!  and  vocalist 
Dani  Vachon  became  the  group's  manager — 1  still  like  You  Say 
Party!  We  Say  Die!  Their  infectious  debut  Hit  the  Floor  was  just 
beginning  to  run  out  of  steam  when  news  of  its  follow-up  drop 
date  was  announced  earlier  this  year.  That's  good  timing.  In  the 
space  between  records,  the  band  has  been  busy  growing  its  fan 
base  by  touring  Europe  a  bunch  and  signing  with  Toronto  taste- 
maker  Paper  Bag  Records — presumably  to  replace  the  dance- 
rock  hole  in  their  roster  left  by  the  exit  of  controller.controller.  Lose  All  Time  isn't  a  huge  departure  from 
the  acoustic  beats,  angular  guitars,  keys,  and  angelic/aggressive  vocals  from  HTF,  but  doesn't  feel  like  a 
retread  either.  Just  another  great  group  of  songs  which  benefit  from  slightly  better  production,  courtesy 
of  Shawn  Cole,  than  their  predecessors.  First  single  "Monster"  finds  the  band  staking  out  the  bouncy  sonic 
space  between  Broken  Social  Scene  and  Kiss  Me  Deadly.  "Like  I  Give  a  Care"  actually  sounds  a  lot  like  a 
lost  Cadeaux  b-side  off  their  Physical  City  disc.  Overall,  Lose  All  Time  is  solid  effort  from  a  great  group  of 
Canadian  indie-rock  ambassadors.  Party  on!  — J.B. 


Apostle  of  Hustle 

-  national  Anthem  ofHowhere  (Arts  &  Crafts) 


:  STIE 


Andy  Whiteman  just  keeps  getting  better  and  better.  Building 
off  the  critical  success  of  2004's  Folkloric  Feel  he  returns  with 
more  captivating  indie-pop.  Drawing  on  his  connections  to 
South  America  (Whiteman  was  bom  in  Cuba)  the  record  is  in- 
fused with  Latin  influences  and — I  hesitate  to  use  the  term,  but 
trust  me,  he  does  it  well — world  music.  Recorded  in  Montreal 
and  also  in  Whiteman's  bedroom  in  Toronto  the  album's  high- 
light is  the  title  track  "National  Anthem  of  Nowhere."  The  breezy 
guitar  hooks  stand  out  while  the  song  dips  in  and  out  of  a  sea  of 
twinkling,  reverby,  atmospheric  picking.  The  bittersweet  chorus  progression  drives  the  song,  which  is  one 
of  those  compositions  that  would  sound  just  as  good  played  solo,  but  it's  character  definitely  benefits  from 
the  full-band  treatment.  One  thing  that  Whiteman  brings  along  from  his  other  gig  as  lead  guitarist  in  Broken 
Social  Scene  is  a  cool  ability  to  craft  epic  songs  that  sound  grand,  yet  still  come  off  as  pleasantly  down-to- 
earth.  The  record  takes  on  a  decidedly  more  Spanish  flavour  on  "Rafaga!"  but  then  ducks  back  into  more 
standard  fare  with  "Chances  Are,"  an  upbeat  number  which  kind  of  sounds  like  The  Flaming  Lips  meets  the 
Deadly  Snakes.  Watch  for  this  gem  to  get  a  nod  for  this  year's  Polaris  Prize.  — ^J.B. 


Rating:  WVW 


The  Assists 


promise  on  the  New  Order-esque  closer 
in  the  mix),  a  great  keyboard  part,  and 
The  Assistants  definitely  have  potential. 

Rating:  VWvW 


The  Assistants 
-5/7'(lndependent) 

This  debut  full-length  from  local  rockers  The  Assistants  show- 
cases this  quintet's  affinity  for  their  influences.  Opener  "Taste 
It"  starts  off  curiously  close  to  "Minnesota"  by  the  Dandy  War- 
hols while  "Planet  News"  borrows  a  riff  from  Danny  Wilde's 
long  forgotten  colab  with  the  Gin  Blossoms,  "Long  Walk  Back." 
Superficial  similarities  aside,  this  record  is  full  of  the  jangley 
energy  and  warm  vocal  hooks  that  are  very  much  in  the  vein  of 
The  Byrds'  60s  psych-inflected  pop.  There's  good  guitar  work 
on  tracks  like  "Free  to  Believe"  and  one  of  the  record's  stand- 
out songs,  "Handful  of  Heaven."  The  Assistants  show  the  most 
"Consent,"  featuring  catchy  guitar  bends  (which  need  to  be  louder 
good  drumming.  While  they  may  not  be  full-time  employees  yet, 
—J.B. 
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painters  jobs 

COLLEGE  PRO  PAINTERS 

is  presently  looking  for  responsible  /  hard- 
working University  or  College 
students  for: 

Full-Tinne  Painting  Positions 
May  -  August 
No  experience  required, 
we  will  train  you  to  paint. 

Positions  available  throughout  Ontario. 

If  interested  call  1-888-277-9787 
or  apply  online  at  www.collegepro.com 


WAHLBERG'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  14 

fun  they  were  having.  I  don't  want  to 
hear  that,  a  bunch  of  rich  people  hav- 
ing a  good  time  while  everybody  else 
is  living  in  the  real  world.  The  more 
crap  that  they  have  to  deal  with,  the 
happier  I  am." 

While  the  actor  readily  admits  that, 
like  everyone  else,  he  craves  success, 
Wahlberg  is  concerned  with  bigger 
things  than  how  many  digits  are  on 
his  massive  paycheques,  or  how 
many  magazines  flash  his  rock-hard 
abs  to  millions  of  supermarket  shop- 
pers. 

"I  want  to  go  to  heaven,"  he  coolly 
stated.  "I  want  to  do  right.  I  want  my 
kids  to  be  raised  the  right  way.  I  want 
to  be  proud  of  the  way  I've  lived  my 
life.  Certainly,  the  opportunity  I've 
been  given,  this  situation  I've  been 
put  in,  I  need  to  do  the  right  thing  with 
it.  Creating  opportunities  for  kids  that 
come  from  the  situations  like  the  one  I 
came  from,  that's  what  it's  all  about." 

Wahlberg  is  certainly  trying  to 
meet  each  of  those  ends.  He  has  also 
stated  in  interviews  that  he  plans  to 


retire  at  the  age  of  40 — he's  currently 
35 — to  focus  entirely  on  being  a  good 
parent,  and  is  attempting  to  break 
into  professional  golf.  Six  years  ago 
he  opened  The  Mark  Wahlberg  Youth 
Foundation  to  give  inner-city  kids  an 
opportunity  to  avoid  the  kind  of  vio- 
lent lifestyle  he  had  in  his  early  days. 
He's  also  hoping  that  these  kids  don't 
go  and  see  his  ultra-violent  films. 

In  Shooter,  Wahlberg  plays  Bobby 
Lee  Swagger,  a  disgruntled  ex-marine 
who  is  framed  for  an  attempt  on  the 
President's  life.  In  the  ensuing  chaos. 
Swagger  goes  AWOL  to  catch  the  con- 
spirators and  clear  his  name.  It's  actu- 
ally a  lot  like  The  Bourne  Identity — just 
replace  Matt  Damon's  rogue  amnesiac 
with  Wahlberg's  set-up  sniper. 

Wahlberg  said  that  audiences  have 
had  some  extreme  responses  to  his 
character's  methods  of  house-clean- 
ing. 

"They  were  going  bananas  at  the 
end  of  the  movie,"  he  commented 
about  the  audience  at  a  test  screen- 
ing. "Their  reaction  to  my  getting  re- 
venge just  sent  them  over  the  moon. 
You  would  have  thought  that  the  Ma- 


review@thevarsity.ca 


pie  Leafs  had  won  the  Stanley  Cup." 
(Thanks  for  the  reminder!) 

Wahlberg  is  quick  to  point  out  that 
his  character's  affinity  for  violence  is 
purely  fictional.  Wahlberg  required 
rigorous  training  from  a  drill  sergeant 
just  to  portray  Swagger. 

"Hopefully  people  will  take  it  for 
what  it  is,"  he  said.  "It's  entertain- 
ment." 

The  actor  insists  that  it  was  the 
politics  of  the  movie,  combined  with 
the  kind  of  action  he  would  like  to  see 
onscreen,  that  appealed  to  him. 

"If  you  have  a  movie  that  has 
something  to  say  and  the  ability  to 
entertain,  and  is  something  that  is 
extremely  satisfying,  it's  just  the  ideal 
situation."  But  as  always  with  Wahl- 
berg, every  ideal  moment  comes  with 
a  caution. 

"We  talk  about  some  pretty  serious 
stuff  in  the  movie,  and  hopefully  it  will 
raise  some  questions.  The  real  way  to 
make  changes  is  not  to  put  a  gun  in 
your  hand — it's  to  go  to  the  polling 
station  and  place  your  vote." 

Shooter  opens  in  theatres  this  Friday. 


//GOOD  VIBRATIONS? 


1971  -  Born  Mark  Robert  Michael 
Wahlberg  in  Dorchester  Massa- 
chusetts. 

1984  -  Briefly  joined  The  New 
Kids  on  the  Block  with  older 
brother  Donnie,  but  soon  quit 
and  was  eventually  replaced  by 
Joey  Mclntyre. 

1985  —  Began  attending  Copley 
Square  High  School,  but  nev^ 
graduated. 

1986 — Was  rebuked  for  throwing 
rocks  and  yelling  racist  slurs  at 
black  schoolchildren  who  were 
on  a  field  trip. 


1987 -While  high  on  angel 
dust,  Wahlberg  attacked  two 
Vietnamese  men  with  a  wooden 
stick  while  yelling  racist  insults, 
knocking  one  unconscious  and 
permjmently  blinding  the  other 
in  one  eye.  Wahlberg  pled  guilty 
to  assault  and  served  45  days  in 
Boston's  Deer  Island  House  of 
Correction. 

1991  -  Recorded  the  single  "Good 
Vibrations"  written  by  Amir  Sha- 
kir  (featuring  brother  Donnie  as 
producer)  as  Marky  Mark  and  the 
Funky  Bunch.  "Good  Vibrations" 
was  a  number-one  Billboard  hit 
-the  week  of  Oct.  5. 

1992  -  Marky  Mark  opened  for 
NKOTB  on  their  final  tour  and 
released  his  second  album  You 
Gotta  Believe,  which  flopped. 
Wahlberg  co-authored  the  book 
Marky  Mark  which  he  dedicates 
to  his  "dick,"  and  in  which  he 
reveals  that  he  has  a  third  nipple. 

1993  -  Wahlberg  begans  his  act- 
ing career  by  appearing  in  the  TV 
movie  The  Substitute  and  a  work- 
out video  titled.  The  Marky  Mark 
Workout:  Fitness,  Form,  Focus. 
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Finishing  kick 

The  Varsity  comis  down  the  Blues'  top  10  closing  moments  of  the  year 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


While  the  Athletic  year  has  already 
wound  down  for  the  Blues,  the  sea- 
son was  a  memorable  one.  Here  are 
the  top  10  finishing  moments  of  the 
year: 

10.  Football  bounced  from  win 

In  their  closest  chance  to  breaking 
their  six-year  losing  streak — which 
now  stands  at  41  games — the  Blues 
mounted  a  10-0  lead  at  the  half  over 
Waterloo  Sept.  20  at  Birchmount 
Stadium.  The  Warriors  would  make 
a  21-0  run  before  U  of  T  countered, 
a  pair  of  Mark  Stinson  touchdowns 
sandwiching  another  Waterloo 
score.  With  a  minute  remaining  and 
down  28-25,  the  Blues  lined  up  for 
the  onsides  kick.  The  ball  would  not 
bounce  their  way,  however,  and  the 
Warriors  made  off  with  the  Blues' 
best  chance  of  the  season. 

9.  Men's  Baseball  steals  postseason 
spot 

With  one  week  of  league  play  left. 
Baseball  was  on  the  outside  looking 
in.  The  Blues  had  to  sweep  their  fi- 
nal three  games  to  make  it.  With  the 
odds  against  them,  the  Blues  suc- 
ceeded an3rway,  defeating  Guelph 
3-0  and  11-5  in  a  double-header  be- 
fore knocking  off  McMaster  8-1  to  fin- 


ish third  in  the  OUA  and  streak  into 
the  playoffs.  U  of  T  was  defeated  by 
eventual  champs  Western  Ontario  in 
the  first  round. 

8.  Men's  Hockey  shuts  out  McGIII 

McGill  was  the  ninth-ranked  team 
in  the  country,  thanks  in  large  part 
to  its  division-leading,  113-point- 
garnering,  offence.  They  had  yet  to 
be  shut  out  the  entire  season,  and 
had  been  favoured  to  oust  the  Blues 
in  the  playoffs,  but  they  were  un- 
able to  slip  one  past  Ryan  Grinnell. 
The  Blues  goaltender  and  Ontario 
University  Athletic  MVP  stopped  50 
saves  over  two  games,  leading  U  of 
T  over  the  Redmen  with  a  2-0  victory 
Feb.  24  and  a  1-0  win  Feb.  21. 

Grinnell  was  even  better  in  the 
semis,  stopping  86  shots,  but  UQTR 
was  able  to  defeat  the  Blues  5-4  in  ex- 
tra periods  over  successive  games, 
ending  the  Blues  postseason  run. 

7.  Men's  Basketball  beats  buzzer 

Tied  at  68  and  with  20  seconds  re- 
maining, guard  Mike  De  Giorgio  drib- 
bled the  ball  past  mid-court,  looking 
to  take  the  last  shot.  With  five  tics 
left,  he  heaved  a  three,  only  to  have  it 
rim  out.  Forward  Mike  Williams  had 
blocked  out,  however,  and  gathered 
the  rebound.  He  pump-faked,  then 
let  the  shot  off,  only  to  have  Ottawa's 
Curtis  Shakespeare  block  it  back  to 


him.  He  recovered,  dropped  back  for 
the  fade-away  over  Shakespeare's 
out-stretched  hand,  and  nailed  the 
baseline  jumper  for  the  victory.  The 
chest-pumping  finish  came  Feb.  1, 
but  it  would  have  been  useful  when 
the  two  teams  met  again  in  the  OUA 
quarterfinals.  Ottawa  defeated  the 
Blues  69-68,  when  U  of  T  missed  the 
last  shot. 

6.  Women's  Lacrosse  busts  Lauri- 
er's  perfecto 

It  was  an  undefeated  three-time 
champion  giant  taking  on  a  1-3  team, 
but  the  Blues  gave  Laurier  more  than 
they  could  handle  on  Oct.  4,  posting  a 
14-13  victory  over  the  Hawks  in  their 
own  backyard.  Behind  three  goals 
from  attacker  Katie  Godfrey,  and  a 
strong  game  from  goalie  Cora  Mitch- 
ell, the  game  was  tied  at  13  goals 
apiece  with  one  minute  remaining. 
Then,  with  23  ticks  left  on  the  clock. 
Blues  midfielder  Rosemary  Gibson 
blew  one  by  the  Hawk  goaltender  to 
shatter  Laurier's  perfect  record. 

The  Blues  went  on  to  McGill  9-8  to 
take  the  bronze  in  the  OUA  champi- 
onships on  Oct.  29. 

5.  Women's  Hockey  bronzes  Guelph 

Both  teams  had  come  off  losses  in 
the  OUA  semifinals,  but  the  Blues 

SEE  TOP  TEN'-PG  19 


Track  star  Megan  Brown  helped  the  Blues  4  x  800  metre  win  gold  in  last  weekend's 
Canadian  Interuniversity  Sport  Championships.  Her  team's  feat  comes  in  at  third  in  the 
season's  best  closing  moments. 


Drilling  through  the  Sweet  Sixteen 


BRIAN  O'NEILL  handicaps  the  next  eight  games 


From  65  to  16,  the  remaining  sweet 
teams  in  the  NCAA  Men's  Basket- 
ball tournament  face  off  today  and 
tomorrow.  So  far  in  the  tournament 
there  has  only  been  one  real  upset, 
when  seventh-seed  University  of 
Nevada-Las  Vegas  defeated  second- 
seed  Wisconsin.  Here  are  the  re- 
maining teams,  from  the  charming 
number  one  seeds,  to  the  Cinderel- 
la's looking  to  see  if  the  cut-net  fits. 

MIDWEST 

I  Florida  vs.  5  Butler: 

Last  year's  champion  the  Florida  Ga- 
tors are  still  alive  after  a  74-67  victo- 
ry over  Purdue.  The  Gators  have  not 
played  their  usual  strong  basketball 
in  this  year's  tournament,  but  they 
do  have  an  experienced  starting 
five,  led  by  top-five  NBA  pick  Joa- 
kim  Noah.  Florida  will  be  in  tough 
against  Butler,  which  clinched  its 
berth  in  the  round  of  16  with  a  hard- 
fought  62-59  victory  over  four-seed 
Maryland.  With  their  victory  over 
the  Terrapins,  Butler  showed  they 
can  compete  with  any  team.  Flor- 
ida does  have  a  habit  of  starting 
games  slowly,  trailing  at  the  half  in 

II  games  this  year.  If  they  continue 
this  nasty  habit,  Butler  could  pull 
off  the  upset. 

3  Oregon  vs.  7  UNLV: 

UNLV  could  be  considered  the  Cin- 
derella team  this  year,  as  they  beat 
two-seed  Wisconsin  with  three  late 


Joakim  Noah  shows  his  passion. 

treys  to  pull  off  the  74-68  upset. 
They  will  face  an  Oregon  team  that 
came  on  strong  in  the  second  half 
against  11-seed  Winthrop  with  their 
own  barrage  from  the  arc,  lead- 
ing to  a  75-61  Duck  victory.  This  is 
Oregon's  first  appearance  in  the 
Sweet  16  since  2002.  In  order  for 
UNLV  to  be  considered  the  Cinder- 
ella team  of  this  year's  tournament, 
they  will  have  to  beat  an  Oregon 
team  that  is  strong  beyond  the  arch 
and  extremely  fast  on  the  breakout. 
Evenly  matched,  these  two  teams 
might  produce  the  best  game  of  the 
bunch. 


WEST 

1  Kansas  vs.  4  Southern  Illinois: 

No  surprises  in  this  conference  as 
both  top  seeds  in  the  top  portion  of 
the  bracket  meet.  The  high-scoring 
Jayhawks  may  meet  their  match  with 
Southern  Illinois,  as  the  Salukis  feature 
a  strong  and  tenacious  defence  capa- 
ble of  shutting  down  the  high-powered 
Kansas  offence.  If  Southern  Illinois  can 
keep  up  their  strong  outside  shooting, 
they  might  be  able  to  pull  off  the  upset. 
Kansas  needs  to  find  a  way  to  exploit 
the  Salukis  defence  or  the  Jayhawks 
might  be  eating  crow  early. 

2  UCLA  vs.  3  Pittsburgh: 

While  they  are  the  top  seeds  in  the 
lower  portion  of  the  west  bracket, 
both  the  Bruins  and  the  Panthers  are 
hanging  by  the  hair  on  their  chins. 
Pittsburgh  blew  a  19-point  lead  in  the 
second  half  before  pulling  out  an  84-79 
overtime  victory  over  11-seed  Virginia 
Commonwealth.  UCLA  had  a  similar 
experience,  losing  their  steam  late  in 
the  second  half,  but  managed  to  hold 
on  against  a  late  Indiana  rally.  Both 
UCLA  and  Pittsburgh  can  put  up  the 
points,  but  what  this  game  will  come 
down  to  is  who  can  overcome  the 
flaws  made  evident  in  the  prior  round. 

SOUTH 

1 0hio  State  vs.  5  Tennessee: 

Ohio  State  is  lucky  to  still  be  in  the 


tournament,  needing  a  last-second 
three-pointer  to  overcome  an  1 1-point 
deficit  and  force  overtime  against 
nine-seed  Xavier.  Tennessee  was  able 
to  mount  a  second-half  comeback 
and  defeat  four-seed  Virginia  with 
a  timely  free-throw  shooting  in  the 
last  minutes  of  the  game.  For  Tennes- 
see to  contain  the  Buckeyes'  strong 
offence,  they  will  have  to  tame  the 
beast  in  the  post  that  is  Greg  Oden. 
The  most  sought-after  player  in  the 
U.S.A.  can  single-handedly  dominate 
a  team,  like  he  did  against  16-seed 
Central  Connecticut  State.  Tennessee 
will  have  to  control  the  ball  to  avoid 
Oden  and  the  Buckeyes  from  getting 
their  offence  rolling. 

2  IVIemphis  vs.  3  Texas  A&M: 

Memphis  is  coming  off  a  78-62  victory 
against  seventh-seed  Nevada.  While 
the  score  might  show  a  strong  victo- 
ry, Memphis  was  on  the  verge  of  melt- 
down when  their  lead  was  cut  down 
to  two  points  in  the  second  with  their 
top  scorer,  Jeremey  Hunt,  out  getting 
X-rayed.  They  managed  to  buckle 
down  and  generate  the  momentum 
for  the  victory  and  for  the  round  of  16. 
This  year  is  a  stark  change  for  A&M, 
which  three  years  ago  went  winless 
in  the  Big  12.  Now  they  are  three  wins 
away  from  a  championship.  Both 
teams  will  have  huge  boosts,  surging 
forward  on  the  strength  of  their  tour- 
nament successes  thus  far.  Look  for  a 
close,  high-scoring  game  where  the 
winner  will  be  decided  at  the  line,  and 
by  successful  clock  management. 


EAST 

1  North  Carolina  vs.  5  S.  California: 

Both  teams  have  had  a  relatively 
smooth  road  to  the  Sweet  16.  UNC's  po- 
tent offence,  led  by  Tyler  Hansbrough's 
18  points  per  game,  has  led  to  double- 
digit  victories  against  16-seed  Eastern 
Kentucky  and  nine-seed  Michigan 
State.  Southern  Cal  has  surprised 
many  with  their  huge  87-68  victory 
over  four-seed  Texas,  and  has  shown 
strong  signs  of  a  sound  defensive,  dis- 
ciplined team.  In  order  to  keep  up  with 
the  Tarheels,  Southern  Cal  will  have  to 
continue  that  defensive  pressure  and 
not  let  UNC's  offence  take  control  of 
the  ball.  Otherwise,  this  game  could  be 
over  in  a  hurry. 

2  Georgetown  vs.  6  Vanderbilt: 

Georgetown  looks  to  continue  its 
strong  play  after  a  solid  62-55  victory 
against  their  old  Big  East  rivals,  seven- 
seed  Boston  College.  Georgetown  was 
able  to  overcome  the  two-three  defen- 
sive zone  of  Boston  College,  and  two 
crucial  treys  late  sank  the  Eagles.  Van- 
derbilt was  able  to  persevere  for  the 
upset  against  three-seed  Washington 
State  in  double  overtime,  led  by  Der- 
rick Byars'  five  three-pointers,  his  cru- 
cial blocked  shot,  and  rallying  enthusi- 
asm in  overtime.  Vanderbilt  will  need 
that  leadership  against  a  physical  Big 
East  juggernaut  in  Georgetown.  The 
Commodores  will  also  have  to  keep  the 
Hoyas  from  netting  their  average  field- 
goal  percentage  at  nearly  51  per  cent. 
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Announcement  of  Varsity  Publications  Annual  Staff  Elections 

Nominations  are  currently  open  for  the  positions  of  Editor-in-Chief,  News  Editor,  Photo  Editor,  Comment  Editor,  Science  Editor,  Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor, 
and  Sports  Editor.AII  students  who  have  paid  the  annual  Varsity  student  levy  (i.e.  are  full-time  undergraduates  at  the  University  of  Toronto)  are  eligible  to  be 

nominated  for  EIC,  or  to  nominate  themselves. 

Only  Varsity  Staff  are  eligible  to  cast  ballots  in  the  Edition-in-Chief  election. 

According  to  the  Varsity  Bylaws,  "Varsity  Staff"  for  this  year  defines  any  student  who  has:  i)  paid  the  annual  Varsity  student  levy;  and  ii)  has  made  six  or  more 

contributions  to  the  paper  since  May  1, 2006. 

Deadline  for  Editor-in-Chief  nominations:  Monday,  March  26, 2006 

All-Candidates  Meeting  and  Speeches  for  Editor-in-Chief:  Thursday,  March  29, 2006. 

Election  Day:  Friday,  March  30, 2006. 

Deadline  for  all  other  position  nominations:  Midnight,  Friday,  March  30, 2006. 

All-Candidates  Meeting  and  Speeches  for  all  other  positions:  Thursday,  April  5, 2006. 

Election  Day:  Friday,  April  6, 2006.   

Nominations  may  be  emailed  to  editor@thevarsity.ca. 


BROWN  mokes  the 
difference  for  you, 
so  that  you  can  do 
the  same  for  others. 


Child  and  Youth  Worker_  _ 
Early  Childhood  Education 


Now  that  you've  graduated  with  a  degree  in  Psychology  or  Sociology,  you  may 
be  looking  for  an  opportunity  to  develop  an  area  of  specialization.  Our  postgraduate 
and  fast-track  programs  take  your  theoretical  knowledge  and  lets  you  apply  it  in 
a  hands-on  learning  environment.  With  our  wide  range  of  agency  and  community 
contacts,  you'll  gain  experience  in  the  field  that  leads  to  jobs  -  90%  of  our 
graduates  get  a  job  within  six  months.  Visit  us  online  to  sign  up  for  an  information 
session  today,  and  we'll  get  you  ready  to  make  a  difference. 


To  register  for  your  information  session, 
go  to  georgebrown.ca/infosessions 
For  program  information, 
go  to  georgebrown.ca/postgrad 


GEORGE 
BROWN 
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TOP  TEN' -CONTINUED  FROM  PG  17 

were  determined  to  make  the  most 
of  their  chances  against  Guelph  in 
the  March  11  third-place  game.  They 
came  out  strong,  peppering  the  Gry- 
phon's goalie  with  11  shots  in  the  first 
period,  and  notched  the  first  score  of 
the  game  behind  Laura  Foster's  wrist 
shot  at  1:04. 

Guelph  came  back  in  full  force  in 
the  second  period,  forcing  10  shots 
on  the  Blues'  second  team  all-Cana- 
dian goalie  Stephanie  Lockert,  who 
stopped  all  but  two  of  them.  Justine 
Todd  tied  it  for  the  Blues  at  10:54  in 
the  third,  as  the  game  went  into  over- 
time. It  would  take  two  extra  periods, 
a  questionable  call  from  the  refer- 
ees, and  one  minute  with  the  player 
advantage  before  defender  Sarah 
Poirier  found  forward  Emily  Paltry 
besides  an  open  net.  Paltry  flicked  in 
the  one-timer,  netting  the  Blues  the 
win. 

4.  Men's  Soccer  foiled  in  penalties 

In  one  of  the  most  pressure-packed 


post-season  runs  in  U  of  T  history, 
the  Blues  made  it  all  the  way  to  the 
OUA  Championship  finals.  They  ac- 
complished the  feat  by  defeating  the 
defending  champs,  Carleton,  2-1  in 
extra  time  in  the  quarterfinals.  In  the 
semifinals,  they  dispatched  top-seed- 
ed Brock  3-1,  scoring  two  goals  in  the 
second  overtime  to  propel  them  to 
the  championship  against  Western. 

Once  in  the  final,  the  Blues  posted 
a  1-0  lead  thanks  to  Evan  Milward's 
strike  to  the  back  of  the  net  at  the  58- 
minute  mark  in  the  second  half.  The 
defence  kept  the  game  in  the  Blues' 
favour  until  the  first  minute  of  injury 
time,  when  Mustang  attacker  Jason 
De  Thomasis  snuck  one  in,  tying  the 
match  at  one-all. 

Two  scoreless  extra  periods  fol- 
lowed, and  the  game  was  decided 
by  penalty  kicks.  Western  took  it  5-4, 
and,  soon  after,  the  championship  on 
Nov.  5. 

3.  Brown  propels  team  to  Gold 

As  tends  to  happen  in  the  4  x  800 
metre,  it  came  down  to  their  anchor. 


But  this  time.  Indoor  Track  phenom 
Megan  Brown  was  behind  Windsor's 
last  runner  in  the  Canadian  Interuni- 
versity  Sport  Championships  March 
11.  Yet  the  star  runner,  who  hasn't 
lost  a  meet  yet  this  year,  was  up  to 
the  challenge.  Upon  receiving  the 
baton,  she  took  off  after  her  oppo- 
nent. When  she  crossed  the  finish 
line.  Brown  and  her  team  of  Laura 
Elmhirst,  Liane  Heale  and  Mary  Hein 
had  won  the  gold  by  more  than  three 
seconds. 

2.  Field  Hockey  wins  third  title 

U  of  T's  Shannon  Treacy  was  in  the 
position  the  Blues  had  wanted  all 
year  long.  Their  most  prolific  scorer 
lined  up  for  the  penalty  corner  in  the 
opening  minutes  of  the  OUA  final 
against  York.  She  aimed,  she  struck, 
and  she  conquered,  netting  the  only 
goal  of  the  afternoon,  as  the  Blues 
defeated  the  Lions  1-0  to  take  the 
OUA  title  last  weekend  at  Lamport 
Stadium.  The  banner  is  their  third 
straight  and  their  eighth  in  the  last 
10  years. 


1.  Women's  Tennis  comes  from 
behind  to  win  title 

With  the  championship  on  the  line, 
the  eyes  of  fan  and  competitor  alike 
stared  out  at  the  court  as  the  final 
two  players  decided  the  OUA  title. 

Blues  veteran  Ekaterina  Alchits 
lost  the  first  set,  and  was  down  6-5, 
facing  match  point  against  McGill's 
Alison  Weinberg  at  the  start  of  the 
second.  When  Alchits  remarkably 
held  off  the  consistent  and  forceful 
Weinberg,  winning  the  tiebreaker 
to  take  the  second  set,  the  Blues 
cheered  while  McGill  fell  silent.  In 
the  final  game,  Weinberg  was  un- 
able to  keep  up  with  Alchits,  as  she 
stepped  up  in  the  final  set  to  take 
a  6-3  win,  clinching  the  gold  medal 
for  U  of  T. 

The  seventh  game  was  the  culmi- 
nation of  a  three-game  comeback 
for  the  Blues.  In  a  final  that  featured 
two  match  points  in  games  six  and 
seven.  Women's  Tennis  defeated 
McGill  4-3  to  win  their  third  straight 
OUA  title. 
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is  a  good  thing 


the  SPC  Card"  gets  you  exclusive  discounts  at  hundreds  of  Canadian  retailers. 


come  in  today  or  call 

1-800-HRBLOCK 

hrblock.ca 


student  tax 


□ 


H&R  BLOCK^ 


ENTER  F8R  A  CHANCE  TO  WtN  a  .i.p  .y.  ..ny 

to  a  SECRET  DESTINATION  to  see 

Mt^  U  LIVE  IN  CONCERT 


rockwithblock.ca 


'Individual  results  vary  '  Off?'s  va^id  f^orr  C8'01/06  umii  07/31/07.  Valid  at  participating  locations  in  Canada  only.  For  Cardholder  oniy.  Offers  may  vary,  restrictions  may  apply.  Usage  may  be  restricted  when  used  in 
conjunction  with  any  oth«r  offer  or  retailer  loyalty  card  discounts.  Cannot  be  used  towards  the  purchase  of  gift  cards  or  certificates. '  To  qualify,  student  must  present  either  (i)  a  T2202a  documenting  4  or  more  months  of  full-time 
attendance  at  a  college  or  unwersity  during  2006  or  (ii)  a  valid  high  school  identification  card.  Expires  July  31,  2007.  Valid  only  at  participating  H&R  Block  locations  in  Canada.  "NO  PUf<CHASE  NEcEiSARY  TO  ENTER  OR  WIN. 
Purcfiase  of  H&R  Block  piociucti  or  services  v.il|  not  inaease  cli  jncps  of  winning.  Begins  2/1/07  and  ends  5/1 5/07.  Open  to  legal  residents  of  Canada  (excluding  Quebec  residents)  who  aie  13  or  older  and  were  full-time  students 
lor  it»u  a  ime  moriUh  fluiing  2006  dl  j  liigh  school,  rafajc  oi  univoisily.  Tnw  will  be  1  r.incium  dww  to  jw.iid  ihe  pii/o.  Skill  Icslintj  (|UL-,liun  lajuiic-d  lo!  award  ul  fwv..  See  www.iiHtwiltiWnu.i h  !»i  Ollit lal  Ruk-s  jiid  huw 
to  play  whhoi/l  purchase  Odds  of  winninq  v<w  based  on  participation.  Void  in  Quebec  and  where  prnhibitpd. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ANIMATED  CHILDREN  S  PRESENTERS 
NEEDED 

To  present  fun  &  hands-on  activities  in 
elementary  schools.  Car  and  exp.  with 
kids  req'd.  Cool  activities.  Gain  valu- 
able teaching  experience.  Pay:  $22.50/1 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5282  Ext.  31  or  email: 
employment@madscience.on.ca 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


ALL-INCLUSIVE  SUMMER 
ACCOMMODATIONS 

Lunch  and  Dinners  Provided,  HiS- 
peed  Internet,  Utilities  and  Cable 
Included,  Great  Location  -  Bloor  and 
St.  George.  Large  and  smaller  rooms 
available.  Call  416-565-6013. 


THE  TORONTO  ART  THERAPY  INSTITUTE 

Announces  new  options  for  streamlined 
training  in  art  therapy  Visit  www.tati.on.ca 
or  call  416-924-6221. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

PC  COMPUTER  SERVICE 

Free  estimate.  25%  discount  for  U  of  T 
students.  Repairs  and  upgrades  at  your 
home.  Microtronics  co.  Phone:  416-423- 
6069,  Cell:  416-669-5700. 

PICKUP  &  GO  MOVING  4U 

One  Man  One  Pickup  Truck  $25.00 
per  hr  +  (2  hour  minimum).  Last 
minute  OK  24/7  Steve  Cell  416  994- 
7245. 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help 
with  all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in 
resumes,  applications,  and  appeals. 
Call  416-960-9042.  Email:  customessay© 
bellnet.ca.  Online:  customessay.com 


PRIVATE  MATH  TUTOR 

PhD  in  Mathematics,  many  years  expe- 
rience teaching,  tutoring  mathematics 
to  Ontario  high  school  and  university 
students.  Individual  tutoring,  very  close 
to  subway  416-452-0279. 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)-785- 
8898. 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  COPY 
EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and 
dissertations,  from  style  to  format. 
APA,  MLA  and  McGill  styles  are  speci- 
alities. Mary  Anne  Carswell,  MA,  MEd, 
mcarswell@svmpatico.ca ,  416-303-3106. 


VARSITY  CLASSIFIEDS  cost  $12.00 
for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or 
more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for 
non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each 
word  after  25.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone, 
or  email.  DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or 
Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for 
Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue, 
Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6.  Inquires:  416- 
946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 
Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
Simulated  Practice  Exams 
Free  Repeat  Policy 
Personal  Tutoring  Available 
Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

www,oxfordseminars,com 


VARSITY  COMICS 


The  Varsity 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


*  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 
Classroom  Management  Techniques 
Detailed  Lesson  Planning 
'  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 
» Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 
^  Teacher  Placement  Service 
'  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 
!  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

J  Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-924-3240/1-800mi773 
www.oxfordseitilnars.com 


wliat  I  miss  is  scenes  in 
movies  where  people  would  be 
yelling  at  each  other,  and 
then  they'd  both  stop,  stare 
at  each  other  for  a  beat, 
and  then  they'd  be  making 

out!     WHY  DOES  THAT  NOT 
HAPPEN 
ANYMORE? 

It  was 
awesome! 


I  missed  the  "car 
chases  are  necessary 
in  every  great  movie 
today"  memo! 


.Necessary 


/ 


(It  was 
seriously 
awesome!^ 


And  time  was  it  was  a  necessary  feature  in 
every  great  movie  -  just  like  car  chases  are 
today!    you  could  go  into  a  theatre  and  be 
GUARANTEED  the  slap  across  the  face  /  smooch 
on  the  lips  combo, 
SOMETIMES  even  before  the 
opening  credits  were  over. 
It  was  good  times!    i  like 
the  car  chases,  of  course, 
but  I  miss  the  nuance  of 
the  old  topos.  Great 
actors  would  bring  such 
subtlety  to  the 
face  slap  -  ^ 
such  pathos  t 
the  ensuing 
makeouts ! 


And 
but 
the 
yell 
duri 
do. 


like  I  said,  they're  fantastic, 
they  don't  lend  themselves  to 
smooches.    Today's  actors  could 
at  each  other  and  then  make  out 
ng  a  car  chase,  but  they  never 


THE  ULTIHATE  HOVIE: 

You're  a  bastard!  ■ 

NO,  YOU'RE 

a  bastard! 


CC)  200 


ASTHMA  RESEARCH  STUDY 

Primary  Care  Lung  Clinic  is  currently  seeking  asthma 
patients,  age  12  and  older,  to  take  part  in  a  clinical  trial. 

Qualified  participants  will  receive  study-related 
investigational  medication  and  exams  at  no  cost  and 
compensation  for  time  and  travel. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  asthma  research, 
please  call 


ITCH  By  Daniel  Kaell 


m  MY  MEXr  COMIC, 
\T\r\Z  TO  GWe  TM£ 
CcHftRftCTEP.  ft  YimB.' 
Ut4\TiftLLT,  1  LEFT  HIM 
(MfKMELeSS  TO  WKe 

m  %\ie^mi"---  but'  , 

(l  WftS   31JST  BEING  U\ZT.. 
(W-SOJ'LL  V4WTE  ft&OUT  PEoPLt 
IVIHQ  ?LPiY  U\TH  STTpORm^ 

(l  HftT€  im  Noise. 
(jrJHM  TO  Nme  H\M 


nIOW, 


BOB/HET/OrffGOD/ 

KRftZAY  STOR.T  :  I  JOST 

msm  w  essftT  im  vjfts 
Due  ft  weeK  A60  ewT 

vr  mNis  ooT  1  ww)Te 

IT  W  THE  URDM&  TOPIC 

WD  iM  feoiNG  TO  see 
Twe  pp.oF-  NOW  eoT 

I  AM  SOOO  HIW6  OVEI^ 

FPsOM  LftST  NIGHT 

IM 


Primary  Care  Lung  Clinic 
Phone  Number  (416)  652-9336 


www.  qw^cz.  coni 


JOW.  MlSSY  IS  StOWO. 

>  someone  IS  PftYiMG  FoPs  ^ 

^m.  TO  GO  TO  UNWeR-SlTT!) 
'hftKES  TOU  THINK  • 
.\T  VJOyLO  BE  FUNNY  IF 
J  WO   A   ONE -PANEL. 

tcoMic  WHERE  1  \ime  ^ 

^EXACTLY  VWAT  SHE  OUST  SWD^ 
;...0R  MAYBE  \T  gOULDT 
l&E  DEPPvESSlNG.  eiTHEP^i 
,VJAY,THE  WOP^LCi  MUST- 
^OV  ,TH£  TW)TH!  s 
,l^LL  DO  STY^.oFOftm 

^-SSoME  oTHep.Tine) 


.  ftND  I  COULD) 

.DRAW  Hep. 


University  of  Toronto  Dance  Coalition  &  Hart  House  Theatre  present  the  12th  annual 


U  of  T  Festival  Of  Dance 

March  29  -31,2007 

Thurs  to  Sat  @  7:30pm 
only  $10  for  students 


Canada's  largest  University  Dance  Festival 

WWW.HJIRTHOUSETHEATRE.CA 


DANCE 
COALITION 

UNIVfcHSlTY  OF  TORONTO 


CA^N  ^^^VARSITY 


BOX  OFFICE 
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MONDAY,  MARCH  26, 2007 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO'S  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SINCE  1880 


MONDAYS  &  THURSDAYS 


www.thevarsity.ca  % 

VOL  CXXVIi,  NO.  46 


//MANY  FAITHS,  MANY  VOICES 


The  opening  of  the  new  Multi-Faith  Centre  for  Spiritual  Study  and  Practice  at  the  Koffler  Institute  treated  an  audience  to  the 
music  of  several  U  of  T  musical  groups  last  night.  The  onyx  tiles  (pictured  above)  are  arranged  in  shapes  and  numbers  that  are 
significant  to  various  religious  beliefs. 


If  they  build  it, 
we  care? 


will 


Adeel  Ahmad 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Touted  as  a  way  to  improve  student 
engagement  with  U  of  T,  a  proposed 
student  centre  at  the  St.  George  cam- 
pus may  well  fall  victim  to  apathy.  The 
Student  Commons,  proposed  by  SAC 
(soon  to  UTSU)  would  probably  be 
built  on  "site  12"  on  Devonshire  Place, 
across  from  Varsity  Stadium.  Its  fate, 
however,  remains  clouded  by  uncer- 
tainty after  a  town  hall  SAC  held  last 
Thursday  to  hear  opinions  on  their 
proposal. 

Though  the  Student  Commons  has 
the  support  of  SAC  and  the  university 
administration,  its  future  hinges  on 
student  approval  for  a  levy  to  finance 


its  construction  £md  maiintencmce.  A 
referendum  on  that  question  is  ex- 
pected in  the  fall. 

Though  planning  for  the  Student 
Commons  is  already  underway,  it's 
still  unclear  whether  or  not  students 
believe  the  centre  is  necessary.  In  a 
discussion  paper  circulated  last  week, 
SAC  chairperson  Jen  Hassum  said  that 
it  could  boost  U  of  T's  low  student  in- 
volvement. 

"[The  Student  Commons  is  neces- 
sary because]  there  are  a  lot  of  people 
who  are  being  left  out,"  said  Hassum. 
She  noted  that  in  the  latest  National 
Survey  of  Student  Engagement,  which 
measures  the  quality  of  student  expe- 
rience in  various  universities,  half  of  U 
of  T  students  reported  spend  virtually 


no  time  on  campus  outside  of  classes. 

"It  is  clear  that  something  needs  to 
be  done  at  our  university  to  improve 
the  student  experience,"  Hassum  con- 
tinued in  the  discussion  paper.  "[The 
Student  Commons]  will  help  [U  of  T] 
regain  its  stature  among  its  peer  insti- 
tutions." 

What  SAC  envisions  is  a  multi-use 
facility  in  which  space  for  clubs  mixes 
with  unstructured  student  space, 
hopefully  drawing  otherwise  disen- 
gaged students  into  the  fold  of  campus 
activities.  SAC's  vision  of  the  student 
centre  includes  a  large  atrium  for  stu- 
dent exhibitions,  a  food  court  with  in- 
expensive and  nutritious  offerings,  and 

SEE  'COMMONS' -PG  4 


Group  seeks  to 
change  Racist' 
course  choices 


Area  studies  conference  claims  Europe  and 
North  America  hogging  U  of  T  curricula 


Ben  Spurr 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Just  two  days  after  all  three  campuses 
staged  events  to  mark  the  Internation- 
al Day  for  the  Elimination  of  Raci£d  Dis- 
crimination, the  Critical  Area  Studies 
Collective  gathered  for  the  first  time 
to  express  their  outrage. 

The  hundreds  of  students  and 
handful  of  professors  in  attendance 
believe  that  "institutionalized  racism" 
is  inherent  in  the  school's  curricula. 

At  Friday's  conference,  CASC  called 
for  profound  changes  in  the  ways 
subjects  are  taught  and  funded  at  U 
of  T,  urging  for  more  emphasis  on 
neglected  areas  and  disciplines  such 
as  African  and  Carribean  studies  and 
non-Western  philosophy. 

'These  programs 
are  not  promoted 
well.  They're  put  off 
in  the  backwater  of 
New  College  where 
people  don't  know 
they  exist.' 


"Stop  talking  about  'Great  Minds  for 
a  Great  Future,'"  said  Arnold  Itwaru,  a 
professor  of  Caribbean  studies.  "Stop 
talking  about  higher  learning  and  call 
it  like  it  is:  an  institutionalized,  racist 
university,  the  'School  of  European- 
American  Studies.'" 

"No  one's  arguing  that  U  of  T  won't 
remain  a  mainly  Eurocentric  institu- 
tion," said  Professor  Sean  Hawkins, 
of  the  African  Studies  Department. 
"But  the  problem  is  it's  so  thoroughly 
Eurocentric  right  now.  The  whole  set 
of  paradigms  used  to  teach  here  is 
Western." 

CASC  pointed  to  the  fact  that,  out 
of  47  professors  in  the  philosophy  de- 
partment, only  one  focuses  on  non- 
Western  philosophy.  Out  of  56  po- 
litical science  professors,  only  9 
have  research  interests  outside 
of  Europe  and  North  America. 

None  of  them  focus  on  postco- 
lonial  political  theory,  a  branch 
of  thought  that  challenges  Eu- 
rope-grounded views  of  history 
and  philosophy. 

"This  is  not  about  tokenism,' 
said  Preethy  Sivakumar,  one  of 
CASC's   organizers.   She  stressed 
CASC  is  not  seeking  to  have  the  uni- 
versity appoint  professors  from  di- 


verse global  backgrounds,  but  rather 
to  fundamentally  broaden  the  univer- 
sity's perspective  on  the  world. 

According  to  the  group's  mission 
statement,  "Diversity  of  people  is  ab- 
solutely important,  but  it  is  window- 
dressing  if  diversity  is  not  existent 
within  and  throughout  the  institu- 
tion. At  an  academic  institution,  this 
means  within  and  throughout  all 
courses,  programs  and  disciplines." 

Sivakumar  believes  that  the  school 
is  failing  in  its  academic  duties  be- 
cause it  has  allowed  its  curriculum 
and  funding  decisions  to  reflect  great- 
er global  inequalities. 

"I  definitely  think  this  is  an  issue  of 
social  justice... it  is  not  an  isolated  is- 
sue," Sivakumar  said.  "This  problem 
of  area  studies  is  a  problem  of  the 
world." 

The  administration  argues  that 
non-Western  areas  of  study  receive 
less  funding  because  students  exhibit 
little  interest  in  them,  and  enrolment 
is  often  so  low  that  courses  are  can- 
celled. Noaman  Ali  of  CASC  called 
this  as  an  unacceptable  excuse. 

"These  programs  are  not  promoted 
well.  They're  put  off  in  the  backwater 
of  New  College  where  people  don't 
know  they  exist,"  he  said.  "If  you  build 
it,  they  will  come." 

CASC  is  advocating  challenges  to 
the  curriculum,  through  both  institu- 
tional cmd  non-institutional  means. 

The  group  has  called  for  widespread 
protest  among  the  student  body,  sug- 
gesting dissent  and  "throwing  pies  in 
[the  administration's]  face." 

Luke  Melchiorre,  an  African  Stud- 
ies and  Political  Science  graduate 
from  U  of  T,  is  aware  that  there's  a 
certain  irony  in  the  fact  that  many 
of  the  views  students  are  using  to 
challenge  the  administration  have 
been  acquired  from  U  of  T  itself. 

"But  that's  the  nature  of  aca- 
demia,"  he  said.  "It's  always  chal- 
lenging itself." 
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Thinking  of  an  MBA? 
Interested  in  an  innovative  alternative? 

International  education  is  ti-ie  route  to  rewarding  careers  In  a  global 
environment.  Did  you  know  that  top  tier  U.K.  inw  schools 
don't  require  an  LL.B.  for  admission  to  LLM  programs? 
Take  advantage  of  this  leading  edge  opportunity. 


UNIVERSITY  OF 

STIRLING 


LLM  Commercial  Law  Program 

A  baccalaureate  degree  is  your  international  education  bridge  to  a  one  year  full 
fledged  LLM  law  school  graduate  study  program  that  may  lead  to  careers  in: 
Uanking  and  I  inance 
insuraitce 
Financial  Services 
International  Commercial  Arbitration 
Euiopucin  CorTiiiiuiiily  Law 
International  Trade 

Corporate  Global  Affairs  Management 
Intellectual  Pioperty  Consulting 
Information  Technology  Consulting 

No  LSAT  -  NO  GtUIAT 

Note  tiie  following  options 
Two-year  advanced  LL.B.  program 
Three  year  double  degree  L.L.B7LLM  Program 
You  gain  a  year  and  an  international  experience 

Check  it  out! 
www.canadalawfromabroad.com 
Click  into  the  LLM  Page 
Register  for  an  information  session!  ^; 
Click  Into  the  Events  &  Happenings  Page 


Bubble  babble 

SAC'S  board  approves  athletics  fee  hike,  but 
demands  referendum  on  it  next  year 


Naushad  Ali  Husein 

VARSITY  STAFF 


SAC  (soon  to  be  UTSU)  is  unwilling  to 
impose  an  annual  levy  of  $34.46  on 
U  of  T  students  without  a  thorough 
consultation,  even  if  this  might  mean 
losing  the  use  of  the  Varsity  Centre  for 
most  of  the  coming  year. 

SAC  will  demand  that  the  fee  in- 
crease, proposed  by  the  faculty  of 
physical  education,  be  approved  for 
only  a  year  until  the  matter  is  put 
to  a  plebiscite  by  next  year's  board 
to  give  students  the  final  say  on  the 
question. 

Without  the  money  raised  from  the 
fees,  the  administration  has  declared 
that  the  Bubble  would  be  rented  out 
for  a  good  portion  of  the  year  to  cover 
the  $939,000  annual  cost  of  utilities, 
staff  wages,  and  maintenance  costs. 

One  vote  on  the  Council  on  Student 
Services  is  all  that  is  needed  to  to  tip 
the  balance  in  the  phys  ed  budget's 


Find  out  more 
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favour  and  change  the  fate  of  the  Var- 
sity Bubble  for  the  next  year,  as  the 
council  reconvenes  to  vote  on  wheth- 
er or  not  students  will  contribute  $10 
per  semester — plus  a  fee  to  offset  in- 
flation— to  the  athletics  budget  to  pay 
for  maintenance  costs  of  the  facility. 

"I  think  that  our  fight  against  the 
administration  trying  to  ruin  the  pro- 
cess and  limit  the  work  of  students' 
democratic  structures  was  worth- 
while," said  SAC  president  Jen  Has- 
sum,  one  of  the  four  SAC  representa- 
tives on  COSS. 

"The  SAC  Board  did  a  wonderful  job 
to  consider  the  fee  increase  without 
allowing  the  administration's  med- 
dling with  COSS,  or  the  aggressive 
ploys  of  Council  of  Athletics  and  Rec- 
reation representatives  to  skew  their 
decision  making." 

SAC  officials  felt  that  they  were  not 
given  enough  opportunity  to  consult 
with  students  while  making  the  de- 
cision at  the  first  COSS  vote,  during 
which  the  budget  was  turned  down 
by  nine  votes  to  eight. 

A  six-hour-long  SAC  meeting  on 
Wednesday  evening,  concluding  at 
1  a.m.,  was  spent  figuring  out  the 
board's  position  on  which  way  the 
four  SAC  votes  on  COSS  would  go  on 
the  phys  ed  budget. 

SAC  concluded  that  its  representa- 
tives should  approve  the  budget,  un- 
der the  condition  that  the  fee  increase 
would  only  be  collected  during  the 
next  school  year,  after  which  a  plebi- 
scite would  be  held  over  whether  the 
increase  should  be  implemented  per- 
manently. 

Following  the  meeting,  a  large  rally 
by  student  athletes  of  all  sorts,  as 
well  as  representatives  of  CAR,  pro- 
tested the  prospect  of  losing  access 
to  the  Varsity  Centre.  After  appeals  to 
the  University  Affairs  Board  by  SAC 
and  CAR,  the  budget  was  sent  back 
for  COSS  to  vote  on  after  each  of  the 
student  unions  had  met  with  their 
boards  to  discuss  the  issue. 

The  UAB  has  tentatively  decided  to 
meet  on  April  17  to  pass  a  supplemen- 
tary version  of  the  phys  ed  budget  for 
next  year 
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Simon  Eraser  votes  to 
leave  CFS 

In  a  non-binding  referendum,  stu- 
dents at  Simon  Eraser  University 
have  voted  to  pull  their  student 
union  out  of  the  Canadian  Fed- 
eration of  Students,  a  nationwide 
group  of  college  and  university  stu- 
dent unions.  CFS  represents  over  a 
half  million  students  at  80  schools 
across  the  country,  and  lobbies 
governments  on  issues  related  to 
tuition  fees  and  financial  assis- 
tance. 

In  the  run-up  to  the  referendum, 
anti-CFS  campaigners  argued  SFU 
should  withdraw  because,  since 
it  was  established  in  1981,  the  fed- 
eration has  failed  to  reduce  tuition 
fees,  and  seven  directors  in  the 
SFSS,  who  those  against  CFS  mem- 
bership allege  were  CFS-backed, 
were  impeached  earlier  this  year 
for  financial  misconduct. 

As  part  of  the  referendum,  stu- 
dents resolved  that  the  $435,000 
in  yearly  membership  dues  paid 
to  CFS  should  instead  be  used  for 
"improving  student  services  such 
as  departmental  student  unions, 
club  infrastructure,  online  student 
services,  [and]  affordable  student 
housing." 
-BENSPURR 

Texas  hold-up:  York  U 
poker  players  robbed  at 
gunpoint 

A  gunpoint  robbery  in  the  cafeteria 
at  York  University's  Stong  College 
has  prompted  the  administration  to 
ban  poker  playing,  effective  imme- 
diately. Four  students  were  playing 
poker  on  March  15  when  two  men 
approached  them  with  a  handgun, 
taking  their  money,  cell  phones, 
and  wallets. 

"The  kind  of  gambling  that  can 
attract  unwanted  elements  can 
compromise  security,"  said  Cynthia 
Summers,  the  director  of  York's 
Student  Conduct  and  Dispute  Reso- 
lution Office.  Summers  noted  that 
the  gambling  was  not  illegal,  and 
explained  that  provisions  regard- 
ing gambling  will  be  considered 
for  inclusion  in  next  year's  student 
code. 

-AMY  SMITHERS 
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Snezana  Trifunovska 

Faculty  oJLaw,  Radhoud  Universily  Nijmegen 
The  Netherlands 

The  Role  of  European 
Organizations  in  Promotion 
of  Linguistic  Rights  of 
Minorities  in  the  Field  of 
Education 

Thursday,  March  29, 2007  •  4:30  p.m. 

Room  1 40,  University  College 
15  King's  College  Circle 

Free  Admission  •  General  Seating 

Visit  v/vw/.artsci.utoronto.ca/languages  or  call 
416-946-7950  for  more  information. 
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The  Muslim  Students'  Association's  Sister's  Talent  night  last  Friday  night  featured  a  variety  of  acts.  Above 
(centre  and  right)  Israh  Enaz,  MSA's  events  coordinator  (sisters)  and  Asmaa  Hussein,  MSA's  VP  sisters,  who 
were  some  of  the  brains  behind  the  show. 


5 


I])nvERSinBQm.ci — 

 Is  Your  Solution! 


BROWN  makes  the 
difference  for  you,  ^ 
so  that  you  con  do  ■ 
the  same  for  others.! 


c 
c 

c 


PACKING  SUPPLIES 


WE  PICKUP 


WE  STORE  IT 


WE  DELIVER 


10 


www.UNIVERSITYBOXES.ca 


or  give  us  a  call  at  416.270.0798 


Now  that  you've  graduated  w/ith  a  degree  in  Psychology  or  Sociology,  you  may 
be  looking  for  an  opportunity  to  develop  an  area  of  specialization.  Our  postgraduate 
and  fast-track  programs  take  your  theoretical  knowledge  and  lets  you  apply  rt  in 
a  hands-on  learning  environment.  With  our  wide  range  of  agency  and  community 
contacts,  you'll  gain  experience  in  the  field  that  leads  to  jobs  -  90%  of  our 
graduates  get  a  job  within  six  months.  Visit  us  online  to  sign  up  for  an  information 
session  today,  and  we'll  get  you  ready  to  make  a  difference. 


To  register  for  your  information  session, 
go  to  georgebrown.ca/infosessions 
For  program  information, 
goto  georgebrown.ca/postgrad 
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ASTHMA  RESEARCH  STUDY 

Primary  Care  Lung  Clinic  is  currently  seeking  asthma 
patients,  age  12  and  older,  to  take  part  in  a  clinical  trial. 

Qualified  participants  will  receive  study-related 
investigational  medication  and  exams  at  no  cost  and 
compensation  for  time  and  travel. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  asthma  research, 
please  call 

Primary  Care  Lung  Clinic 
Phone  Number  (416)  652-9336 


'COMMONS'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

lounge  space  similar  to  what  currently 
exists  at  Sidney  Smith.  In  addition,  the 
centre  would  offer  prayer  space,  meet- 
ing space,  and  a  large  multi-purpose 
"ballroom"  for  conferences  and  social 
events. 

"The  most  successful  use  of  student 
space  integrates  a  lot  of  things  togeth- 
er," Hassum  argued. 

The  centre  could  also  contain  office 
space  for  SAC,  campus  newspapers, 
the  LGBT  drop-in  centre,  CIUT  radio 
station  and  other  campus  clubs. 

The  most  significant  issue  faced 
by  the  student  centre  proposal  is  the 
cost,  expected  to  run  into  the  tens  of 
millions,  but  the  current  proposal  of- 
fers no  price  tag. 

"I  can't  come  up  with  a  price. .  .until 
[the  planning  committee]  can  find  out 


Literature  for  Our  Time  2007 
Hosted  by  Nick  Mount 


Chris  Ware 

Friday,  30  March,  3-4  P.M. 


"Beautiful,  poignant,  and  at  times  utterly  heartbreaking,  this  multilayered 
coming-of-agc  story  may  be  one  of  the  finest  sympathetic  portraits  of  a  loser 
we  have  in  literature."  —Boston  Sunday  Chbe 

The  first  book  to  be  included  in  the  Whitney 
Biennial  of  American  Art,  Chris  Ware's  graphic 
novel  Jimmy  Corrigan:  The  Smartest  Kid  on  Earth 
also  won  the  Manchester  Guardian  First  Book 
Award  and  the  French  Prix  de  la  critique. 

ALL  WELCOME 
Bader  Theatre,  Victoria  University,  93  Charles  St.  W. 

http;//individual.utoronto.ca/nickmount/readingseries2006-07.htm 


Department  of  English 


I 


RANDOM  HOUSE 

OP  CANADA  LIMITED 
www.raii<iomhouse.ca 


what  students  want  in  it,"  Hassum  ex- 
plained. 

A  multi-year  fee  levy  on  students  is 
expected,  with  the  university  match- 
ing 50  cents  on  every  dollar  students 
pay.  The  suggested  amounts  range 
from  $40-$60,  similar  to  what  students 
pay  for  their  student  centres  at  UTSC 
($63)  and  UTM  ($52).  A  survey  sub- 
mitted last  fall  to  Governing  Council 
by  the  Committee  to  Review  Student 
Space  on  the  St.  George  Campus  found 
that  students  are  likely  to  offer  luke- 
warm support  for  the  increase. 

Critics  have  panned  the  proposal 
over  the  expected  cost  of  the  build- 
ing and  the  redundancy  of  a  student 
centre  on  the  periphery  of  a  sprawling 
campus  with  many  other  centres  of 
activity. 

Especially  pitched  at  the  town  hall 
meeting  were  accusations  of  hypoc- 
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risy  on  SAC's  part,  for  seeking  a  steep 
levy  to  finance  the  centre,  while  simul- 
taneously campaigning  to  save  stu- 
dents' money  by  lowering  tuition  fees. 

"I  just  wonder  if  putting  a  lot  of  time 
and  money  [into  a  single  student  cen- 
tre] might  defeat  what  U  of  T  is  about," 
complained  Alexander  CoUis,  a  stu- 
dent at  the  meeting. 

Collis  and  other  students  at  the  dis- 
cussion meeting  argued  in  favour  of  a 
decentralized,  multi-nodal  approach 
to  student  activity. 

Hassum  made  it  clear  that  the  Stu- 
dent Commons,  at  a  fraction  of  the  size 
of  Hart  House,  will  not  compete  with 
existing  centres  of  student  activity. 
She  was  optimistic  about  the  centre's 
prospects. 

"You  can't  win  over  everybody — 
you  just  can't."  she  said,  adding  "If  we 
get  the  money,  it  will  be  built." 


Admin  praises,  CFS  condemns  Ontario  budget 

University  president  David  Naylor  says  that  the  Ontario  government's  latest  budget, 
released  Thursday,  proves  it  is  committed  to  providing  students  with  vital  research 
grants  and  accessible,  high-quality  education. 

"This  budget  shows  that  the  government  is  continuing  its  commitment  to  those 
goals,"  he  said,  "in  the  spirit  of  the  [plan]  it  announced  in  the  2005  budget."  The  Cana- 
dian Federation  of  Students,  on  the  other  hand,  lamented  that  the  new  budget  will  do 
nothing  to  reduce  tuition  fees. 

"McGuinty  has  tried  to  define  himself  as  the  'Education  Premier'  but  all  voters  have 
seen  is  a  trail  of  broken  promises,"  said  Jesse  Greener  of  CFS-Ontario. 

"High  tuition  fees  and  the  prospect  of  larger  debt  loads  remain  this  budget's  fore- 
cast for  Ontario's  students  and  their  families." 
-BENSPURR 

Blood  services  contemplates  change  to  discriminatory  policy 

Canadian  Blood  Services  may  be  on  the  way  to  changing  its  donation  policy,  thanks 
to  a  motion  by  the  McGill  University  Student  Society.  Since  the  early  1980s,  all  men 
who  have  had  sex  with  another  man  since  1977  have  been  prohibited  from  making 
blood  donations.  The  student  society  believes  this  policy  is  based  on  a  stereotype 
regarding  sexual  orientation,  instead  of  concerns  about  unsafe  sex  and  the  spread  of 
disease.  CBS  requires  that  cill  blood  be  screened,  regardless  of  the  donor.  The  motion 
to  chcuige  the  policy  was  initiated  at  the  November  Canadian  Federation  of  Students 
General  Meeting.  CBS  has  since  invited  the  CFS  to  a  formal  discussion  of  the  fwlicy, 
scheduled  for  next  month.  -  AMY  SMITHERS 
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2007  GSU  Election:  07|08  Vice-President  (External)  VOTING  PERIOD:  MARCH  27,  28  and  29 


For  voter  information  go  to:  www.gsu.utoronto.ca 

POLL  LOCATIONS 

Graduate  students  must  have  a  valid 
U  of  T  student  card  in  order  to  vote. 


TUESDAY 
March  27 


11am  to  9pm 


WEDNESDAY 
March  28 


THURSDAY 
March  29 


OlSE  Main  Fl.  Lobbv  -  252  Bloor  Street  West 

4pm  to  9pm 

11am  to  4pm 

11am  to  4pm 

Robarts  Librarv  2™<  Fl.  - 130  St.  Georae  Street 

4pm  to  9pm 

11am  to  9pm 

11am  to  4pm 

Sidnev  Smith  Lobbv  -  100  St.  Georae  Street 

11amto4om 

11am  to  4pm 

Gerstein  Librarv  Front  Fover  -  9  Kina's  College  Circle 

11am  to  4pm 

Sanford  Flemina  Front  Door  Area  - 10  King's  College  Road 

11am  to  4pm 

EJ  Pratt  Librarv  Front  Fover  -  71  Queen's  Park  Cres.  E. 

11am  to  2pm 

Bahen  Centre  Lobbv  -  40  SL  Georae  Street 

11am  to  4pm 

Princess  Maraaret  Hospital  7*  Fl.  Atrium  -  610  University  Ave. 

1:30pm  to  4pm 

Aerosoace  UTIAS  Cafeteria  -  4925  Dufferin  Street 

12om  to  2pm 

Erindale  Room  1100  South  Buildina  -  3359  Mississauoa  Rd.  N. 

10am  to  12pm 

Scarborouah  -  TEA 

Candidates'  statements  for  the  2007|2008  Vice-President  (External)  position  are  available  on  the  GSU  v\/ebsite:  www.gsu.utoronto.ca 
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No  pomp  and 
circumstance  for  SCSU 

Exec  election  tumult  comes  to  a  close  with  cancellation  of  re-election 


Karen  Ho 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Despite  tempting  pay  offers,  few  stu- 
dents were  interested  in  talcing  on 
a  full-time  job  on  an  elections  com- 
mittee for  new  SCSU  elections  dur- 
ing the  crucial  last  weeks  of  class. 

In  a  logistics  report  presented  at 
an  SCSU  board  meeting  on  Friday  re- 
garding the  proposed  re-run  of  the 
SCSU  executive  elections,  SCSU's 
VP  human  resources  Lou  Michael 
Tacorda  explained  that  the  current 
elections  committee  refused  to  fa- 
cilitate the  re-election  because  they 
had  already  fulfilled  their  original 
contract  and  were  facing  the  crunch 
of  the  spring  term. 

After  the  elections  committee's 
notice  of  refusal  was  officially  given 
last  Tuesday,  Tacorda  and  SCSU 
president  Raj  Gunaratnam  decided 
to  send  out  an  emergency  call  for 
employment. 

The  hiring  process  for  the  elec- 
tions committee  normally  takes 
place  over  three  weeks,  but  students 
had  only  three  days  to  submit  appli- 
cations, and  one  day  to  interview  for 
the  positions  of  chief  returning  offi- 
cer and  deputy  returning  officer. 


Tacorda's  report  explains  that, 
because  he  received  such  a  small 
number  of  applications,  it  was  im- 
possible to  hire  a  complete  elec- 
tions team.  The  rushed  timeline  for 
the  re-election  didn't  allow  for  an 
extension  for  applications,  as  rati- 
fication of  hiring  would  have  had 
to  take  place  last  Friday.  Appoint- 
ments made  by  SCSU  were  out  of 
the  question  for  the  arms-length 
committee. 

Adding  to  this  sudden  reversal  of 
plans  was  vice-chair  Jemy  Joseph's 
ruling  regarding  a  violation  of  elec- 
tions policy,  announced  at  Friday's 
board  meeting. 

With  the  placement  of  an  ad  in 
The  Varsity,  the  nomination  pe- 
riod technically  started  on  March 
15.  SCSU  policy  requires  a  period 
of  seven  working  days  for  nomina- 
tions in  an  election.  However,  be- 
cause application  packages  were 
not  publicly  available  until  last 
Tuesday,  Joseph  speculated  that 
potential  candidates  only  had  four 
days  to  file  nominations.  Since  ex- 
tending the  nomination  period  was 
not  possible,  Joseph  ruled  the  re- 
election illegal. 

Ultimately,  the  results  on  SCSU 


executives  for  next  year  depended 
on  a  small  parliamentary  guide- 
book. After  extensive  consultation 
with  Robert's  Rules  of  Order  (which 
the  SCSU  officially  follows  for  meet- 
ings), SCSU  chair  Susie  Vavrusa 
found  that  the  process  in  which 
the  recount  took  place  on  March  9 
was  illegal. 

This  meant  that  the  board's  ini- 
tial decision  to  ratify  the  Elections 
Committee  report  was  still  valid. 
Based  on  this  ruling,  next  year's 
SCSU  executives  will  consist  of  cur- 
rent VP  academics  Rob  Wulkan  as 
president,  vice-chair  Joseph  as  VP 
academics,  current  social  science 
director  Chris  Smith  as  VP  exter- 
nal and  Ahmad  Jabbalah  as  VP  stu- 
dents and  equity. 

It  remains  to  be  discussed  how 
future  SCSU  boards  might  avoid  a 
similar  situation. 

SCSU  president-elect  Wulkan  said 
he  was  glad  the  ordeal  is  over. 

"It's  unfortunate  that  the  im- 
age of  the  SCSU  has  been  pulled 
through  the  mud  so  to  speak,"  Wul- 
kan said. 

"I  will  do  all  I  can  to  ensure  this 
image  is  restored  to  its  former  glo- 
ry and  beyond. 


//  DEPARTMENT  OF  CORRECTIONS: 

In  our  story  "SCSU  in  limbo"  (March  15)  The  Varsity  referred  erroneously  to  a  letter  presented  to  SCSU  by 
three  former  SCSU  executives.  We  reported  that  these  former  members  advised  SCSU's  board  of  directors 
that,  if  they  believed  the  election  process  had  failed,  they  must  hold  another  election.  Their  actual  advice 
was  that  the  SCSU  must  leave  the  situation  up  to  next  year's  board  (consisting  of  this  year's  newly-elected 
directors)  who  would  appoint  interim  directors  to  the  contested  posts  until  the  fall  by-election.  Sorry. 


Google  era  is  no 
revolution 


Amy  Smithers 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Hart  House's  Great  Hall  was  filled  to 
the  brim  on  Thursday  for  the  annual 
Hart  House  Lecture,  delivered  this 
year  by  Darin  Barney.  Entitled  "One 
Nation  under  Google,"  the  talk  dis- 
cussed the  the  uneasy  coexistence  of 
citizenship  and  technology.  This  was 
the  seventh  annual  Hart  House  lec- 
ture since  the  tradition  was  started  by 
Warden  Margaret  Hancock  in  2001. 

Barney  holds  the  Canada  Research 
Chair  in  Technology  &  Citizenship, 
as  well  as  an  associate  professor  and 
chair  of  the  department  of  art  history 
&  communication  studies  at  McGill 
University.  He  received  his  doctorate 
from  U  of  Tin  1999. 

Before  introducing  Barney,  mod- 
erator Wayne  Chu,  a  political  science 
PhD  student,  exhibited  a  short  film. 
It  asked  Torontonians  about  technol- 
ogy and  how  they  felt  it  affects  citi- 
zenship— but"  the  presentation  was, 
ironically,  plagued  by  technical  dif- 
ficulties. 

"It  appears  that  technology  is  fail- 
ing us  right  now,"  Chu  joked  as  techni- 
cians struggled  to  get  the  sound  work- 
ing on  the  clip. 

The  technical  setbacks  set  the  tone 
for  the  lecture,  where  Barney  claimed 
that,  among  other  things,  technol- 
ogy hurts  us  as  much  as  it  helps  us. 
Indeed,  according  to  Barney,  some- 
times technology  uses  us  more  than 
we  use  it. 

"We  need  people  to  establish  a  de- 
liberate relationship  with  technology, 
where  we  still  have  some  control," 
said  Barney  on  Thursday  morning. 
"As  long  as  we  have  control,  it's  okay 
if  we  make  mistakes,  because  we  can 
correct  them." 

In  his  lecture,  he  followed  this  line  of 
reasoning  into  a  discussion  about  the 


democratization  of  technology,  and 
what  it  means  for  national  politics, 
citing  the  example  of  the  Danish  Tech- 
nology Board — one  of  the  world's  first 
cases  of  participatory  design  and  de- 
mocratized regulation. 

Barney  said  that  political  parties 
must  rethink  the  way  that  they  suf)- 
port  and  represent  technological  ad- 
vances. 

"Every  party  feels  it  has  to  repre- 
sent itself  as  at  the  forefront  of  techni- 
cal development,"  he  said.  "There  is  a 
deeply  ingrained  cultural  disposition 
to  associate  technology  with  wealth, 
affluence,  and  progress.. .  .Any  at- 
tempt to  say  'wait'  is  seen  as  back- 
ward and  nostalgic." 

Barney  made  it  clear  that  he  is  not 
against  technology  by  any  means,  but 
he  does  see  a  need  for  that  more  care- 
ful thought  and  regulation  as  to  how  it 
is  used  and  how  it  affects  global  soci- 
ety. While  he  denied  that  innovations 
such  as  YouTube  and  the  iPhone  are 
"revolutionary,"  he  acknowledged  the 
role  of  technology  as  a  unifying  force. 

"We  may  be  the  most  multicultural 
country  on  earth,  and  we  may  be  di- 
vided by  differences  of  race,  class, 
language  and  gender,  but  we  can  be 
one  nation  under  Google,"  he  told  the 
audience. 

Even  when  we  are  divided,  said  Bar- 
ney, we  must  take  into  account  a  dem- 
ocratic array  of  opinions  about  what 
constitutes  where  technology  fits  into 
the  picture.  In  discussions  of  such 
things,  we  need  to  prepare  for  the  fact 
that  democracy  doesn't  cilways  yield 
the  conclusion  everyone  desires. 

"If  you  politicize  science  and  tech- 
nology, you  can't  guarantee  that  the 
outcomes  will  be  progressive,"  he 
cautioned.  "But  you  either  agree  with 
citizenship  or  you  don't,  and  you  can't 
back  off  your  commitment  when  the 
bad  guys  are  winning." 


Announcement  of  Varsity  Publications 
Annual  Staff  Elections 


Nominations  are  currently  open  for  the  positions  of  Editor-in-Chief,  News  Editor,  Photo  Editor,  Comment  Editor,  Science  Editor,  Arts  & 
Entertainment  Editor,  and  Sports  Editor.  All  students  who  have  paid  the  annual  Varsity  student  levy  (i.e.  are  full-time  undergraduates  at 
the  University  of  Toronto)  are  eligible  to  be  nominated  for  EiC,  or  to  nominate  themselves. 

Only  Varsity  Staff  are  eligible  to  cast  ballots  in  the  Editor-in-Chief  election. 

According  to  the  Varsity  Bylaws,  "Varsity  Staff"  for  this  year  defines  any  student  who  has-,  i)  paid  the  annual  Varsity  student  levy;  and  ii) 

has  made  six  or  more  contributions  to  the  paper  since  May  1, 2006. 

Deadline  for  Editor-in-Chief  nominations:  Monday,  March  26, 2006 

Ail-Candidates  Meeting  and  Speeches  for  Editor-in-Chief:  Thursday,  March  29, 2006. 

Election  Day:  Friday,  March  30, 2006. 

Deadline  for  all  other  position  nominations:  Midnight,  Friday,  March  30, 2006. 

All-Candidates  Meeting  and  Speeches  for  all  other  positions:  Thursday,  April  5, 2006. 

Election  Day:  Friday,  April  6, 2006. 

Nominations  may  be  emailed  to  editor@thevarsity.ca. 
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Torn  over  muscles 


Macho  men  make  it  hard  out  here  for  a  wimp 


Josef  Szende 


While  girls  say  physique  doesn't  matter,  the  male  body  type  promoted  by  muscleheads 
like  Arnold  Schwarzenegger  (pre-rubber-chicken  circuit)  is  hard  for  guys  to  dismiss. 


I  am  not  muscular  man.  In  fact, 
many  people  would  say  I'm  fairly — if 
not  worryingly — thin.  My  French 
teacher  recently  needed  to  define 
"svelte,"  and  he  just  pointed  at  me 
and  said,  "like  him." 

So  I  wonder:  is  this  a  problem? 
Would  it  be  better  for  me  to  have  a 
big,  nice-looking  body? 

A  very  unscientific  study  I've  con- 
ducted among  my  female  friends 
produced  the  unanimous  answer: 
image  doesn't  matter.  But  I  take  this 
initial  answer  with  a  grain  of  salt. 
Every  time  I've  tried  to  come  to  an 
understanding  of  the  preferences 
and  behaviours  of  even  one  member 
of  the  opposite  sex,  I've  been  wrong. 
Moreover,  when  it  comes  to  drawing 
out  a  subconscious  preference  from 
a  human  being,  the  short  answer  to 
a  straightforward  question  more  of- 
ten than  not  only  skims  the  surface. 

If  image  doesn't  matter  and  there's 
no  preferred  body  type,  why  is  the 
same  type  of  physique  repeatedly 


reinforced  as  the  male  ideal?  How 
is  it  that  Mr.  Calvin-Klein-magazine- 
ad-model  resembles  Mr.  Gillette- 
television-ad-model,  who  in  turn  re- 
sembles a  topless  Brad  Pitt?  There 
is  a  commonality,  without  a  doubt: 
sculpted  shoulders  and  biceps,  roll- 
ing, defined  abdominal  muscles,  and 
no  sight  of  the  bones  that  would  be 
visible  on  a  scrawny  body. 

Whether  these  repeated  images 
have  any  real  bearing  on  sexual  pref- 
erence or  not,  these  muscle  men  ex- 
ert their  influence  in  daily  life,  too. 
One  can't  help  but  feel  inadequate 
next  to  one  of  these  guys,  who  has 
muscles  on  top  of  the  muscles  I 
didn't  even  know  were  muscles. 

I  have  been  though  two  job  inter- 
views lately  where  the  guy  on  the 
other  side  of  the  table  looked  like  he 
could  have  been  the  captain  of  his 
high  school  football  team.  In  that 
situation,  my  being  small  and  his 
being  big  just  made  the  hurdles  of 
impressing  him  that  much  harder 
to  jump,  because  without  having 
spoken  a  word,  I  already  felt  less  im- 


pressive than  my  interviewer. 

I  know  that  muscle  men  of  all  di- 
mensions hold  sway  over  the  rest 
of  us  because  I  see  their  influence 
played  out  in  the  gym.  Some  guys 
are  in  there  for  hours  on  end.  And  I 
know  cultivating  image  has  replaced 
boosting  strength  as  the  goal  when 
I  see  them  look  in  the  mirror  or  at 
their  own  body  as  they  work  it, 
searching  for  instant  results. 

I  think  it's  a  terrible  trend:  the 
more  pervasive  the  ideal  male  body 
image  becomes,  the  more  that  ideal 
will  exert  pressure  on  the  average 
man  to  fit  an  impossible  body  type. 

So  I  know  what  we  svelte,  skinny 
shmoes  should  do.  We  really  ought 
to  ignore  all  those  silly  ads,  ridicule 
the  muscular  stereotype,  and  stare 
down  that  brawny  job  interviewer, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  my  hand- 
shake didn't  burst  a  single  one  of  his 
blood  vessels. 

But  it's  not  as  easy  to  be  a  skin- 
ny, body  image-ignoring  rebel  as  it 
sounds.  The  mirror  in  the  weight 
room  is  hard  to  ignore. 


//SCHOOL  DAZE 


Forging  a  new  path 

Twentysomething  'underachievers'  wait  for  the  chance  to  use  their  passion 


Alex  Molotkow 


Last  spring,  after  realizing  that  I 
had  spent  the  two  years  since  my 
high  school  graduation  working  in 
retail,  I  started  to  get  some  prema- 
ture worries.  With  a  humanities  BA 
forthcoming,  would  I  be  spending 
the  rest  of  my  life  exactly  where  I 
was?  I  began  to  resent  the  yuppies 
who  patronized  the  record  store 
where  I  worked,  whereas  before  I 
had  merely  disliked  them.  These 
people  have  good  jobs,  I  thought, 
and  they  didn't  get  them  by  study- 
ing English  and  philosophy. 

My  fears  were  assuaged  in  the 
summer,  when  I  had  the  privi- 
lege of  working  in  the  office  of  a 
non-profit  organization.  It  was 
rewarding  work  and  the  pay  was 
better,  but  when  it  was  all  over  I 


had  a  newfound  respect  for  the 
thirty-  and  fortysomething  retail 
warriors  whom  I  had  dreaded 
becoming.  Many  of  these  people, 
I  realized,  worked  just  as  hard 
as  the  nine-to-fivers,  logging  as 
many  hours  on  their  own  projects 
as  I  or  my  NGO  co-workers  did 
behind  the  desk.  A  friend  of  mine 
quit  his  record  store  job  in  his  late 
30's  and  took  up  a  new  career  in 
the  trades  without  incident.  Had 
he  squandered  his  youth,  or  had 
he  done  what  satisfied  him  until  it 
was  time  to  leave? 

In  January,  the  Globe  &  Mail  pub- 
lished a  feature  about  "the  Under- 
achievers" — twentysomethings 
who  take  an  inordinate  amount 
of  time  to  finish  their  degrees, 
remain  at  home  after  graduation, 
or  simply  sponge  off  their  par- 


ents longer  than  much  of  society 
deems  acceptable. 

"The  job  market  is  hot,  and  yet 
many  well-off,  educated  kids  are 
adrift,  moving  back  in  with  their 
parents,  often  smoking  pot,  and 
delaying  careers  in  what  can  seem 
like  a  willful  'failure  to  launch,'" 
reads  the  story's  lead  paragraph. 
Writer  Alexandra  Shimo  goes  on 
to  imply  that  these  "educated 
kids"  lack  the  ambition  that  their 
parents  had.  Tell  that  to  the  thir- 
ty-year-old art  college  graduate 
who,  having  searched  endlessly 
for  anything  but  precarious  con- 
tract or  freelance  work,  resigned 
herself  to  working  in  a  field  that 
seemed  stable  by  comparison — 
the  service  industry. 

It's  hard  to  find  well-paying,  full- 
time  work  these  days,  especially 


when  one's  interests  or  skill  set 
lies  outside  of  the  norm.  It's  been 
said,  and  not  without  reason, 
that  a  bachelor's  degree  is  barely 
worth  the  paper  it's  written  on, 
since  a  mere  post-secondary  de- 
gree doesn't  get  you  where  it  once 
would  have.  Yet  not  everyone  has 
the  money  to  pursue  a  post-grad- 
uate degree,  or  the  desire  to  be 
saddled  with  staggering  student 
loan  payments  until  they  get  their 
bearings  in  the  dubious  job  mar- 
ket. 

If  our  generation  isn't  following 
the  paths  blazed  by  our  parents, 
it  might  be  because  those  paths 
have  largely  grown  over.  With 
tuition  fees  mounting,  expensive 
post-graduate  credentials  taking 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


►  LETTERS  - 

Hello  out  there, 
they're  on  the  air 

Re:  Hart  House  still  hamming 
it  up,  March  22 

This  message  is  for  Ben  Spurr,  whom 
I  wanted  to  thank  for  coming  to  the 
Hart  House  Amateur  Radio  Club's 
general  meeting  and  doing  a  nicely- 
written  article  about  the  club  and 
the  guest  speaker  Your  coverage 
will  help  to  increase  the  visibility  of 
the  club  and  1  hope  also  to  generate 
interest  among  more  students  in 
becoming  involved  in  amateur  radio 
and  using  the  facilities  that  Hart 
House  provides  for  this  purpose. 

Gadl  Skimmtch 

Programme  Advisor,  Hart  House 
Amateur  Radio  Club 
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VARSITY  COMMENT 


Before  diving  into  a  desk  job  they  will  hate,  graduates  are  weighing  their  options, 
which  might  keep  them  at  home  a  little  longer  than  expected. 


CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

on  increasing  importance,  and 
stable  full-time  jobs  divided  into 
more  cost-effective  contract  work 
and  unpaid  internships,  our  own 
graduations  find  us  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent "real  world"  than  that  of 
our  parents.  At  the  same  time,  the 
average  age  of  marriage  is  rising 
and  birth  rates  are  falling. 

While  Shimo  interprets  the  loss 
of  the  "traditional  dream  of  suc- 
cess and  domesticity"  as  a  symp- 
tom of  the  younger  generation's 
lack  of  work  ethic  and  ultimate 
resignation  to  mediocrity,  it  seems 
fairly  obvious  that  today's  edu- 
cated youth  are  simply  weighing 
their  options  and  waiting  before 
committing  themselves  to  a  life 
they  never  wished  for  in  the  first 
place.  More  and  more,  people  pur- 
sue a  number  of  careers  over  the 
course  of  a  lifetime,  or  simply  take 
the  time  to  map  out  their  plans 
instead  of  jumping  into  the  first 
available  employment  opportu- 
nity. Pragmatism  regarding  one's 


future  happiness  is  commonly — 
and  unfairly — misconstrued  as  Ir- 
responsibility. 

It's  childish  to  disregard  the  pos- 
sibility of  working  a  "normal  job" 
on  the  basis  of  one's  own  delicate, 
artistic  spirit,  just  as  it's  short- 
sighted to  write  off  those  who 
choose  "low-level  employment" 
based  on  what  they  supposedly 
should  be  doing  with  their  lives. 
There  is  a  middle  ground  between 
cynical  realism  and  idealistic  na- 
vel-gazing. As  most  of  us  know 
(or  will  know),  gaining  entry  into 
the  workforce  when  you've  been 
trained  in  a  creative  discipline  is 
difficult  at  best — particularly  if 
your  parents  aren't  in  a  position 
to  pull  strings  for  you. 

For  those  who  work  tirelessly 
as  designers  or  freelance  writ- 
ers and  those  who  struggle  to  get 
a  creative  project  off  its  feet,  a 
stable  (if  unrewarding)  wage  job 
with  flexible  hours  is  often  prefer- 
able to  menial  data-entry  duties 
that  will  only  suck  their  time  and 
energy. 
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Some  of  our  culture's  most  re- 
vered minds  were,  by  conven- 
tional standards,  slackers.  Take 
Henry  Miller,  who  lived  the  life 
of  a  starving  artist  until  publish- 
ing Tropic  of  Cancer  in  his  40's,  or 
Nathaniel  Hawthorne,  who  lived 
with  his  mother  after  college 
while  he  researched  and  wrote. 
While  certainly  not  every  erudite 
youth  is  a  Miller  or  a  Hawthorne, 
plenty  of  us  have  good  ideas  and 
talents  that  can  be  brought  to 
fruition  given  time  and  steadfast 
devotion.  Take  Alan  Zweig,  the  To- 
ronto filmmaker  and  self-admitted 
"failure"  who  produced  Vinyl  and 
/,  Curmudgeon  to  cult  acclaim,  or 
the  legions  of  Toronto  indie  rock 
musicians  who  work  in  retail  be- 
cause it's  the  only  job  that  will  al- 
low them  the  freedom  to  tour. 

It's  not  for  everybody  to  make 
films  or  write  novels  between  bar- 
tending shifts,  nor  should  it  be. 
Certainly  in  some  cases,  as  Shimo 
asserts,  doing  so  might  be  a  child- 
ish tactic  to  avoid  adulthood.  Of 
course,  many  are  deterred  from 
this  lifestyle  because  of  negative 
opinions  like  those  found  in  Shi- 
mo's  article.  And  if  this  fear  fac- 
tor succeeds  in  producing  enough 
doctors,  lawyers,  and  bureaucrats 
to  keep  our  society  together,  it 
can't  be  all  bad. 

But  just  as  tangible  as  the  fear 
of  "failing  at  life"  is  the  fear  of  liv- 
ing a  life  in  which  one's  passions 
are  unrepresented.  University  is  a 
time  of  great  panic  for  most,  my- 
self included — but  it  helps  to  real- 
ize that  even  the  so-called  worst 
career  options  aren't  really  so 
bad  if  they're  a  means  to  pursue 
what  makes  you  happy.  As  trite  as 
the  notion  may  sound,  there  are 
plenty  of  living  testaments  to  its 
sincerity — don't  let  the  boomers 
tell  you  otherwise. 


ITABLE 


Ntapekiaqnm 
na  na'ta'q 
(My  Song  is 
Fading) 


My  song  is  fading,  I  realize 

As  I  try  to  write,  I  cry. 

But  then  again  I  think  of 

the  blessings 

My  gentle  war  of  words 

have  brought. 

They  touched  all  nations 

The  more  in  sorrow  than 

anger 

Na  tujiw  ntapekiaqnm 
na'ta'q* 

And  on  this  land  I  stand  I 
am  a  stranger. 

You  can  change  that  part 
Sing  along  with  me 

(*That  is  when  my  song 
fades) 

-  Rita  Joe 

Rita  Joe,  a  Canadian 
poet  hailed  as  the  "poet 
laureate  of  the  Mi'kmaq," 
died  on  Tuesday  in  Cape 
Breton  after  a  long  battle 
with  Parkinson's.  Joe's 
work  challenged  negative 
stereotypes  about  native 
Canadians  and  expressed 
pride  in  Aboriginal  history 
and  culture,  a  pride  she 
passed  on  to  younger  gen- 
erations. Joe  was  awarded 
the  Order  of  Canada  in 
1990,  and  thanks  to  her 
political  activism  on 
behalf  of  Aboriginals  she 
became  one  of  the  few 
non-politicians  ever  in- 
vited to  sit  on  the  Queen's 
Privy  Council  for  Canada. 
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Speak  no  evolution 

The  public  school  classroom  is  often  a  battleground  where  evolution  and  so-called  "intelligent  design"  clash.  But  the 
debate  is  not  limited  to  the  U.S.  In  Canada  today,  science  education  may  be  threatened  by  intelligent  design's  attack 
on  one  of  the  pillars  of  scientific  knowledge,  BOB  TIAN  writes 


I  will  lA/Ot  use  the  e-word, 
'  will  iA/C>t  use  the  e-worr* 
will  \A.ot  use  the  e-woru 


The  dreaded  E-word.  High  school 
teachers  avoid  teaching  it.  Fun- 
damentalist religious  groups 
shower  it  with  biblical  wrath.  And  yet, 
the  scientific  community  uneinimously 
agrees  that  it's  the  incontrovertible 
cornerstone  of  biology,  that  it  is  the 
true  explanation  of  the  gradual  chang- 
es of  species.  Today,  evolution  is  once 
again  under  fire  from  the  creationist 
movement  known  as  "intelligent  de- 
sign." 

Dr.  Brian  Alters,  a  professor  at  Mc- 
Gill  University  and  director  of  the 
Evolution  Education  Research  Centre, 
along  with  Dr.  Dan  Brooks,  an  evolu- 
tionary biologist  at  U  of  T,  spoke  of 
their  encounters  with  ID  at  a  seminar 
hosted  by  the  Centre  for  Inquiry  On- 
tario last  Thursday  entitled,  "God  and 
Evolution:  Is  ID  Ruining  Science  Educa- 
tion?" 

Alters  is  well  known  for  his  pro-evo- 
lution testimony  at  the  2005's  Dover 
school  board  trial,  which  questioned 
whether  a  school  board  in  Pennsylva- 
nia should  add  ID  to  its  curriculum.  He 
was  more  recently  involved  in  a  con- 
troversy with  the  Social  Sciences  and 
Humanities  Research  Council,  a  main 
source  for  funding  for  university-level 
research  in  those  fields.  The  SSHRC 
refused  to  grant  funding  to  a  project  of 
Alters'  that  aims  to  show  the  detrimen- 
tal effects  of  ID  on  Canada's  education 
system.  The  group  claimed  Alters  pre- 
sented insufficient  evidence  to  prove 
that  evolution,  not  ID,  was  correct. 

Both  professors  agreed  that  SSHRC's 
claim  was  audacious  and  indefensible, 
since  evolution  is  an  undisputed  fact 
within  the  scientific  community.  Ironi- 
cally, for  such  a  large  funding  agency 
to  question  the  validity  of  one  of  the 
prime  tenets  of  the  life  sciences  sug- 
gests that  ID  is  already  having  a  del- 
eterious influence  on  Canadian  educa- 
tion. 

Brooks  contended  that  scientists 
haven't  been  doing  enough  to  protect 
evolutionary  education. 


"We're  part  of  the  problem.  We  just 
sat  back  and  let  it  happen,"  he  said. 

As  ID  snuck  into  education  systems 
worldwide,  the  guests  argued,  scien- 
tists stood  by,  seemingly  apathetic 
to  the  debate,  and  only  later  realized 
that  new  high  school  graduates  have  a 
skewed  view  of  evolution  and  science 
in  general  when  they  entered  univer- 
sity. This  effect  seems  even  to  have 
reached  the  minds  at  SSHRC. 

"I  just  want  them  to  retract  the  word- 
ing, not  the  money.  People  get  turned 
down  for  grants  all  the  time.  No  one 
cares  about  that,"  Alters  explained. 

SSHRC's  rejection  triggered  a  bar- 
rage of  complaints  from  major  scien- 
tific organizations  worldwide,  who 
joined  Alters  in  denouncing  SSHRC's 
reasoning  for  the  grant  refusal.  The 


SSHRC  has  yet  to  retract  their  state- 
ments. 

Creationists  have  broadcast  their 
anti-evolution  message  through  nu- 
merous media  outlets.  Some  people 
laughed  and  others  stared  in  disbelief 
at  clips  of  church  leaders  singing  anti- 
evolution  chants  and  school  board 
members  demanding  to  see  cows  turn- 
ing into  whales  as  evidence  of  evolu- 
tion. 

"Nine  per  cent  of  the  public  believe 
that  the  theory  of  relativity  is  far  from 
being  proven,  yet  about  50  per  cent 
believe  that  about  evolution.  Einstein 
must  be  doing  something  right,"  Alters 
mused. 

Brooks  announced  the  scientific 
community's  latest  plan  to  counter  this 
wave  of  misinformatiorl  in  the  public. 


Springer  Publishing,  the  second-largest 
publishing  group  in  the  world  is  host- 
ing a  new  peer-reviewed  journal  called 
Outreach  and  Education  in  Evolution, 
meant  to  provide  the  general  public 
with  accurate  knowledge  of  evolution. 

This  journal  is  directed  at  the  public, 
namely  parents,  grade-school  teach- 
ers and  education  ministries,  to  boost 
their  understanding  of  science  and 
evolution. 

"This  is  the  first  time  the  scientific 
community  at  the  highest  level  has 
gotten  together  and  said,  'Enough 
is  enough.  We're  tired  of  the  lies  and 
deception.  We're  not  going  to  use  [cre- 
ationist] tactics,  but  we're  not  going  to 
let  the  education  system  be  attacked 
by  people  who  know  what  they  want, 
but  don't  know  what  they're  talking 


about,'"  Brooks  proclaimed. 

"The  creationists,  like  the  pornog- 
raphers,  know  that  the  internet  is  a 
huge  market,"  Brooks  said.  To  combat 
online  misrepresentations  of  science. 
Springer  Publishing  hopes  to  offer 
greater  interactive  tools  and  content 
online. 

Brooks  emphasizes  that  a  better 
understanding  will  show  children 
that  evolution  is  "a  fundamental  part 
of  biology  that  affects  their  every  day 
lives,  and  it's  not  going  to  affect  their 
belief  system  or  their  parents'  belief 
system." 

Teaching  evolution  to  the  public  and 
to  kids  will  hopefully  erase  misconcep- 
tions, and  maybe  one  day,  we  can  say 
the  E-word  without  worrying  about 
the  sky  falling  on  our  heads. 


//DARWIN'S  CHRISTIAN  BUDDY 


While  many  people  today  consider 
evolution  and  religion  to  be  mu- 
tually exclusive,  one  of  Charles  Dar- 
win's biggest  American  proponents 
was,  in  fact,  a  devout  Christian.  Asa 
Gray,  a  highly  accomplished  botanist, 
helped  the  British  naturalist  form  his 
theory  on  the  evolution  of  species 
despite  strong  differences  in  opinion 
between  them. 

The  correspondence  between  Dar- 
win and  Gray,  as  well  as  hundreds  of 
other  previously  unpublished  letters, 
will  soon  be  available  to  the  public  on- 
line as  part  of  the  Darwin  Correspon- 
dence Project  run  by  the  University  of 
Cambridge. 

Despite  the  alliance  between  the 
two  scientists.  Gray  was  certainly  not 
an  uncritical  supporter.  He  often  chal- 
lenged and  disagreed  with  Darwin's 
propositions  and  conclusions.  When 
the  famous  treatise  On  the  Origins  of 
Species  was  published.  Gray  wrote  a 
positive  but  critical  review  of  it  in  The 
American  Journal  of  Science. 
While  Gray  agreed  that  changes  in 


species  did  occur,  as  stated  in  Dar- 
win's theory  of  evolution.  Gray  ques- 
tioned the  stability  of  species,  as  he 
observed  botanical  hybrids  and  other 
anomalies  calling  for  a  different  evalu- 
ation of  nature.  The  botanist  also  saw 
how  portions  of  the  theory  could  be 
reconciled  with  intelligent  design. 

Gray  believed  that  existing  species 
were  not  specially  created  by  God, 
but  were  instead  derived  from  previ- 
ous species.  The  religious  principle  of 
"specific  creation"  requires  all  living 
things  (humans,  animals,  and  plant 
life)  to  have  been  created  in  their  ex- 
isting forms,  unchanging  over  time. 
This  view  is  necessarily  incompatible 
with  evolution,  so  Gray  argued  that 
evolution  is  a  part  of  God's  design. 

Gray  was,  however,  unwilling  to  ac- 
cept the  theory's  dependence  on  the 
accidental  appearance  of  traits — what 
we  now  know  are  mutations — that 
drives  natural  selection.  Gray  felt  that 
to  suggest  randomness  in  evolution 
was  to  attack  the  idea  of  a  divine  plan, 
essentially  voicing  the  same  anxiety 


Einstein  would  share  years  later  when 
he  said,  "God  does  not  play  dice." 

Gray  did  not  accept  that  Darwin- 
ism was  equivalent  to  atheism,  and 
resolutely  defended  Darwin  against 
religious  critics  of  the  theory. 

In  a  letter  to  American  geologist 
James  Dwight  Dana,  Darwin  wrote, 
"No  one  person  understands  my 
views  and  has  defended  them  so  well 
as  A.  Gray — though  he  does  not  by 
any  means  go  all  the  way  with  me." 

Their  different  schools  of  thought 
notwithstanding,  Gray  and  Darwin 
succeeded  in  sharing  their  expertise 
in  a  civil,  gracious,  and  even  friendly 
manner,  all  while  forming  a  trusting 
connection. 

"In  contrast  to  much  of  the  current 
debate,  Darwin  and  his  circle  of  cor- 
respondents seem  more  tolerant  and 
more  humble,"  said  Paul  White,  of  the 
Darwin  Correspondence  Project. 

Maybe  there  is  something  more  we 
can  learn  from  these  thinkers  of  the 
past. 

— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 


Proponents  of  Darwinism  in  the  1800s  were  milder  than  today's  vocal  pro- 
evolutionists,  but  the  debate  is  as  vital  to  science  now  as  it  was  then. 
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Bloody  good  genes 

Researchers  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  Ma- 
laria Research  institute  may  have  found  a 
new  way  to  eradicate  maiaria,  an  increas- 
ingly prevalent  disease  that  strikes  up 
to  half  a  billion  people  per  year,  by  tar- 
geting its  mode  of  transmission.  Malaria 
spreads  from  infected  to  healthy  people 
by  the  Anopheles  mosquito.  Researchers 
genetically  engineered  malaria-resistant 
mosquito  which  they  found  lived  lon- 
ger and  produced  more  eggs  than  their 
natural  counterparts  after  both  natural 
and  engineered  bugs  were  fed  malaria-in- 
fected blood  in  the  lab.  These  parasite-re- 
sistant mosquitoes  could  be  introduced 
into  natural  populations,  where  they  may 
compete  with  and  displace  the  malaria- 
carrying  natural  strain,  effectively  lower- 
ing the  prevalence  of  the  disease.  Further 
development  is  needed,  however,  before 
the  "super-bug"  can  take  on  natural  selec- 
tion. Most  mosquitoes  are  never  exposed 
to  malaria,  which  means  that  the  resistant 
strain  has  no  advantage  over  the  natural 
one  except  in  the  rare  case  of  infection. 
The  next  steps  in  creating  a  healthier 
mosquito  include  engineering  the  bug  to 
have  an  advantage  even  when  feeding  on 
uninfected  blood. 

Source:  Proceedings  of  the  National  Acad- 
emy of  Sciences 
— ELVIS  CELA 


Gooey  glues 


An  international  team  of  engineers  recent- 
ly released  a  study  on  snail  slime — natural 
and  synthetic.  The  researchers,  from  MIT 
and  Belgium's  Catholic  University  of  Leu- 
ven,  examined  natural  samples  of  snail 
slime,  which  glues  the  snail  to  a  vertical 
or  upturned  surface  and  lubricates  as  the 
snail  slides  forward.  The  team  aimed  to 
find  artificial  materials  with  similar  prop- 
erties as  this  goo.  The  artificial  materials 
would  need  to  form  stiff  structures  that 
also  break  easily — like  peanut  butter,  hair 
gel,  mayonnaise,  and  axle  grease.  These 
materials,  which  the  team  called  adhe- 
sive lubricants,  successfully  assisted  a 
small,  wall-climbing  robot. 
Source:  Royal  Society  of  Chemistry  news 
service 
— SANDY  HUEN 

Rocks  of  truth? 

Evidence  from  a  new  study  on  glacial 
rocks  suggests  that  Earth's  oceans  have 
never  been  completely  frozen  over,  as  a 
"Snowball  Earth"  theory  claims.  During 
the  Cryogenian  period  around  850-544 
million  years  ago.  Earth  experienced 
hot<old  cycles  that  can  be  seen  in  the 
weathering  of  sedimentary  rocks.  These 
were  the  most  severe  glaciations  on  Earth 
in  the  last  billion  years,  as  ice  encroached 
upon  the  tropics,  but  according  to  the 
study,  never  finished  the  job.  Research- 
ers used  the  chemical  index  of  altera- 
tion, a  technique  that  examines  chemical 
weathering  on  the  rocks  and  can  indicate 
climate  conditions  of  the  time,  as  hot, 
humid  climates  promote  higher  rates  of 
weathering.  The  team  found  three  inter- 
vals of  cool  weather  interspersed  with 
warm  climates,  or  interglacial  periods, 
which  could  not  have  arisen  if  the  Earth 
was  completely  frozen  over.  According 
to  researchers,  had  the  ice  completely 
encompassed  the  Earth,  early  life  would 
have  followed  a  different  evolutionary 
path.  Researchers  also  hope  that  glacial 
rock  data  will  help  refine  climate  change 
models'  data  on  natural  weather  variabil- 
ity. 

Source:  Imperial  College  London  news 

service 

— S.H. 


When  disaster  looms 


Elvis  Cela 


No  one  likes  being  rear-ended  by 
an  inattentive  driver,  but  help  may 
be  on  the  way.  A  new  study  from  U 
of  T's  Ergonomics  in  Teleoperation 
and  Control  Laboratory  may  be  able 
to  make  people  react  faster  to  heavy 
braking. 

By  making  vehicles  appear  larger 
than  they  really  are,  industrial  and 
mechanical  engineers  Zhonghai  Li 
and  Dr.  Paul  Milgram  hope  to  reduce 
or  even  eliminate  the  damage  of 
rear-end  collisions. 

Li  and  Milgram  study  the  human 
factor  in  human-machine  interac- 
tions. For  his  PhD  thesis  under 
Milgram,  Li  (now  a  post-doctoral 
student)  investigated  the  effects  of 
manipulating  optical  looming  cues 
on  human  braking  behaviour.  Opti- 
cal looming  cues  help  us  perceive 
speed  and  distance,  based  on  how 
large  an  image  looms  in  front  of  us, 
and  guides  our  response.  When  a 
driver  approaches  a  leading  car 
traveling  at  a  slower  speed,  the  im- 
age of  the  car  on  the  driver's  retina 
will  expand  at  an  increasing  rate, 
alerting  the  driver  of  a  looming  col- 
lision. Normally,  the  driver  instinc- 
tively hits  the  brakes. 

"The  study  examined  the  feasibil- 
ity of  reducing  rear-end  collisions 
by  manipulating  what  the  driver  in 
the  following  vehicle  sees,"  said  Mil- 
gram. 

With  the  help  of  40  participant 
drivers,  Li's  study  used  a  driving 
simulator  under  different  condi- 
tions— for  example,  clear,  sunny 
conditions  or  stormy,  night-time 
conditions.  Since  it  is  impossible  to 
physically  change  the  size  of  a  car 
should  the  study's  findings  be  ap- 
plied in  real  life,  the  next  best  option 
was  to  change  the  apparent  size  of 
the  tail  lights,  which  we  also  use  as 
cues  to  judge  distances.  The  study 
found  that  an  expanding  triangle  of 
taillights,  whose  lights  spread  apart 


Driving  at  night  often  increases  your  chances  of  collisions.  A  new  U  of  T  study  may  reduce  the  number  of  crashes  by  making  cars 
seem  closer  than  they  really  are. 


and  grow  larger  with  harder  break- 
ing and  shrinks  to  a  smaller  triangle 
with  lighter  breaking,  prompted  the 
driver  to  start  braking  earlier  than 
normal.  The  largest  differences  in 
breaking  time  were  found  under  low 
visibility  conditions. 

"If  you  change  the  separation  dis- 
tance of  the  [brake  lights]  by  spread- 
ing them  out  and  making  them 
appear  bigger,  they  will  affect  the 


following  driver's  braking,"  Milgram 
explained. 

"The  expansion  of  the  tail  lights 
is  imperceptible  to  following  driv- 
ers, yet  still  reduces  braking  time  by 
100-300  milliseconds"  said  Milgram. 
"That's  a  difference  of  several  metres 
when  you're  traveling  at  80  km/h." 

Time  is  a  crucial  factor  in  deter- 
mining the  severity  of  a  collision  as 
even  a  fraction  of  a  second  can  make 


a  substantial  difference.  Today's  tail- 
lights  do  not  convey  any  indication 
of  braking  intensity.  If  drivers  were 
aware  of  the  intensity  of  braking  up 
ahead,  they  would  have  more  time 
to  respond,  potentially  preventing 
rear-end  collisions.  The  researchers 
hope  to  interest  car  manufacturers 
in  brake  lights  that  can  move  and 
grow — an  idea  that  may  grow  on 
grumpy  drivers. 
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A  new  meaning  for  poetry: 

Award-Winning  poet  Ken  Babstock  speaks  his  mind 


Adam  Long 


As  Canadian  poetry  flounders  and 
gasps  for  meaning,  Ken  Babstock 
stands  close  by,  ready  to  resus- 
citate. The  critically  acclaimed, 
award-winning  poet  was  on  cam- 
pus at  the  Isabel  Bader  Theatre  on 
Friday  afternoon  to  speak  about 
his  1999  poetry  collection  Mean  as 
part  of  the  lecture  series  "Literature 
for  Our  Time,"  hosted  by  acclaimed 
writer  and  lecturer-of-the-year  final- 
ist Nick  Mount. 

Born  in  Newfoundland  and  raised 
in  Pembroke,  Ontario — one  of  many 
towns  in  the  Ottawa  Valley,  a  place 
Babstock  calls  "infected,"  "a  boot 
camp,"  and  "a  cage"  in  his  poem  "A 
Leave  Taking" — Babstock  wasn't 
always  aware  of  the  possibility  of 
being  a  poet.  After  Mean  won  the 
Atlantic  Poetry  Prize  and  the  Milton 
Acorn  People's  Poet  Award,  Bab- 
stock was  inspired  to  pen  two  ad- 
ditional books  of  poetry.  Days  into 
Flatspin,  and  his  most  recent  work, 
Airstream  Land  Yacht,  which  was 
short-listed  for  the  2006  Govenor 
General's  Award  for  Poetry  (he  lost 
to  West-coast  poet  John  Pass's  six- 
teenth book  of  poetry.  Stumbling  in 
the  Bloom). 

The  event  captured  the  attention 


Acclaimed  Canadian  poet  Ken  Babstock  (above)  spoke  at  the  Isabel  Bader  Theatre  last  Friday. 


of  literature  and  poetry  enthusiasts. 
With  few  empty  seats  left  in  the 
dimly  lit  theatre,  the  audience  lis- 
tened as  Babstock  read  a  selection 


of  poems  that  spanned  all  three  of 
his  published  collections,  and  test- 
drove  a  new  poem,  "Second  Life." 
Babstock's  views  tend  toward  liter- 


ary realism.  As  he  puts  it,  life  "might 
be  as  meaningless  or  meaningful  as 
the  fork  that  fell  off  the  table." 
Babstock's  readings  cast  a  pall 


over  the  audience,  presenting  them 
with  the  harsh  truth  that  poetry 
promises  no  answers  to  life's  ques- 
tions. As  Mount  said  in  his  discus- 
sion, "Mean  begins  homeless  and 
ends  homeless." 

The  readings  were  followed  by  a 
Q&A  between  Mount  and  Babstock. 
When  Mount  asked  what  profession 
other  than  poetry  he  might  pursue, 
Babstock  (jokingly)  shot  back,  "Go 
fuck  yourself." 

The  following  question  (what 
swear  word  do  you  like  the  most?) 
was  followed  by  a  similar  answer,  as 
Mount  replied  "I  think  we've  already 
established  that." 

Last  year's  collection,  Airstream 
Land  Yacht,  is  currently  in  the 
running  for  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador's  highest  achievement 
in  literature,  the  Winterset  Award. 
The  winner  will  be  announced  this 
Friday. 

The  next  speaker  in  this  series  is 
Christopher  Ware,  the  award-wining 
cartoonist  and  author  of  the  graphic 
novel  Jimmy  Corrigan:  The  Smartest 
Kid  on  Earth,  on  Friday  March  30. 

For  more  information  on  the  series 
visit:  http://individual.  utoronto. 
ca/nickmount/readingseries2006- 
07.htm. 


Shooting  blanks 


Marky  Mark  misfires  in  his  latest  action  flick  Shooter 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


Shooter  'is  never  as  discreet,  focused, 
calculated,  and  on-target  as  its  lead 
character,  a  wrongly  accused  ex-mil- 
itary sniper.  Instead,  it  rolls  in,  loud 
and  obnoxious  as  a  tank,  waving  a 
metaphorical  "impeach  Bush"  flag, 
and  seems  ready  to  run  over  anyone 
who  would  dismiss  it  as  a  simple  ac- 
tion movie. 

Training  Day  director  Antoine 
Fuqua's  latest  imitation  of  social 
commentary  stars  Mark  Wahlberg 
as  a  disgruntled  (possibly  over  his 
idiotic  name)  former  special-ops 
sniper  Bobby  Lee  Swagger.  Wahl- 
berg's  patriotic  lone  ranger,  dealt  a 
shitty  hand  by  the  feds  in  the  past, 
has  found  safety  in  obscurity,  re- 
tiring to  spend  more  time  on  his 
hobby — keeping  tabs  on  the  govern- 
ment lies  in  the  news  media. 

Suddenly,  Swagger  is  summoned 
back  into  action  by  Danny  Glover's 
shadowy,  hoarse-voiced  Colonel 
Isaac  Johnson,  ostensibly  to  foil  a 
presidential  assassination  plot.  The 
Colonel  regurgitates  some  bookish 
jargon  about  collapsed  "belief  sys- 
tems"— one  is  not  quite  convinced 
he  understands  what  he's  talking 
about.  It  all  turns  out  to  be  a  ploy,  of 
course,  to  set  up  Swagger  as  the  new 


FILM  REVIEW 


Shooter 


Directed  by  Antoine  Fuqua 


Starring  Marii  Wahlberg, 
Danny  Glover 


Rating:  VVWW 

Lee  Harvey  Oswald.  After  staging  his 
inevitable,  narrow  escape,  Swagger 
grabs  a  ton  of  guns  and  sets  out  on 
the  retribution  warpath.  This  much 
you  already  know,  or  could  guess,  if 
you've  watched  the  trailer. 

Shooter  certainly  has  its  share 
of  guilty  pleasures,  particularly  a 
campy  performance  from  Canadian 
actor  Elias  Koteas  (Exotica)  as  a 
slimy  federal  agent,  and  a  gut-bust- 
ing cameo  by  Levon  Helm  (The  Right 
Stuff)  who  plays  a  brainy  conspiracy 
hermit.  It's  also  fun— in  a  MacGyver- 
ish  way — to  watch  Wahlberg  pick  up 
his  rifle,  take  aim  at  someone  a  mile 
away  and  then  calibrate  his  shot  not 
only  against  the  wind  and  distance, 
but  the  Earth's  rotation,  too. 

But,  for  some  reason.  Shooter 
seems  afraid  to  come  out  as  the  pop- 


corn action  flick  it  really  is.  Fuqua 
apparently  hopes  that,  by  insert- 
ing watered-down  Chomsky  catch- 
phrases  into  the  shootout  dialogue 
(reloading  a  gun  just  ain't  the  same 
without  a  one-liner)  and  referencing 
film  theory,  he  can  give  Shooter  into 
some  kind  of  intellectual  relevance. 
Sorry,  no. 

The  film's  first  half  evokes  the 
paranoid  thrillers  of  the  70s,  like 
The  Parallax  View  or  Three  Days  of 
the  Condor,  while  the  second  half 
recalls  John  Ford's  westerns.  The 
genre  mashup  is  already  familiar 
from  Matt  Damon's  Bourne  movies, 
which  Shooter  desperately  aspires 
to  be. 

Fuqua's  movie  fails  because  its 
hero  is  so  righteous,  he's  downright 
cartoonish.  Corny  bad  guys,  guffaw- 
ing at  their  lost  innocence,  do  no 
better  in  their  limp  attempts  to  criti- 
cize the  current  state  of  American 
politics. 

Shooter  ultimately  suffers  from 
something  I'd  like  to  call  "the  Blood 
Diamond  Syndrome,"  where  films 
adopt  a  fake  interest  in  world  issues, 
largely  as  a  pretence  for  righteously 
blowing  people's  limbs  off. 

As  such,  the  film  will  undoubtedly 
find  fans.  Watching  this  film  is  about 
as  fun  as  getting  hit  in  the  face  with  a 
hollow  point  (bullet,  that  is). 


MISSING  THE  MARK:  Mark  Wahlberg's  performance  as  an  eagle-eyed  sniper  in  this  at- 
tempt at  a  political  thriller  ironically  suffers  from  poor  directorial  vison. 
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•  store  your  items  in  tMeathable  storage  tjoxes  and  garment  bags  | 

•  Store  your  items  in  a  secure,  climate-conh'olled  studio 

•  Store  your  items  fully  insured 

•  Have  your  items  picked  up  from  your  dorm, 
apartment,  or  house  and  returned  to  you  when 
you  need  them,  wherever  you  are  in  Toronto 

•  Cost;  Sl60-$250  (including  return  dettvery) 
for  4  monttis  of  storage 

•  Airlines  cliarge  at  least  S 1 75  to  cany  one  extra 
suitcase  on  a  flight. 

•  Self  Storage  costs  $90  per  month  and  you 
t>ave  to  deliver  and  collect 


Director  Rob  Stewart  wants  to  recast  the  mighty  shark  as  something  short  of  a  maneater.  If  you  ask  us,  he's  asking  for  an  amputation. 


Shark  tales 


Nagging  narration  endangers  striking  HD  doc 


e:  contact@storeyourdorm.ca    t:  416-607-6608 
260  Adelaide  St.  East  PO  Box  127  Toronto.  Ontario    MSA  INl 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


In  the  deep  azure  sea,  a  whorl  of 
blood  spins  and  dissipates  in  less 
time  than  it  takes  for  a  de-finned 
shark  to  vanish  from  sight  in  a 
death-dive  to  the  ocean  floor.  It's 
a  haunting,  queasy  moment  and, 
frankly,  speaks  loud  enough  with- 
out director  Rob  Stewart's  self-in- 
dulgent, monotone  narration. 

Stewart's  pet  project,  his  new 
film  Sharkwater,  aims  to  wash 
away  the  yau;s-fuelled  mispercep- 
tions  of  endangered  sharks,  mak- 
ing a  compelling  and  urgent  case 
for  their  protection.  However,  the 
film  is  frustrated  by  the  director's 
showboating  as  he  spins  yarn 
after  yarn  about  his  personal  ex- 
ploits. 

But  before  tedium  takes  over, 
Sharkwater  is  a  real-life  thriller — a 
race  to  expose  the  dubious  inter- 
ests of  the  Taiwanese  mafia  in 
Costa  Rica. 

It  seems  that  shark  fins  consti- 
tute a  multi-billion  dollar  industry 
over  there,  and  that's  bait  enough 
to  tempt  the  Costa  Rican  govern- 
ment to  overlook  its  poaching 
laws.  Huge  numbers  of  helpless 
sharks  are  dragged  out  of  the 
water,  their  fins  chopped  off,  and 
then  dumped  back  in,  unable  to 
swim  and  bleeding  to  death. 

Where  Stewart  could  have  kept 
his  distance  and  let  the  film  speak 
for  itself,  he  weakens  his  case  by 
with  overzealous  assertions  of 
sharks'  beauty  and  environmental 
importance.  Why  does  he  feel  that 


FILM  REVIEW 


Sharkwater 


Directed  by  Rob  Stewart 


Starring  a  bunch  of  Sharks, 
Rob  Stewart 


Rating:  VVVW 


we  need  his  personal  testimony 
to  convince  us?  Shouldn't  the 
straight  facts,  and  the  grotesque 
footage,  be  convincing  enough? 
For  that  matter,  why  are  we  seeing 
more  of  liim  than  the  sharks? 

This  is  a  recurring  stumbling 
block  as  the  film  progresses.  Stew- 
art's narration  is  about  as  animat- 
ed as  algae — few  things  could  be 
further,  or  more  distracting,  from 
the  breathtaking  underwater  vis- 
tas and  the  silent  majesty  of  the 
deep.  Emphasis  on  silent. 

Ranked  as  one  of  Canada's  top 
10  films  of  2006  by  the  Toronto 
International  Film  Festival  Group, 
Sfiarkivater  boasts  glorious  HD 
underwater  cinematography  that 
brilliantly  conveys  the  serenity  of 
these  underwater  predators  and 
undermines  the  unfounded  no- 
tion that  sharks  are  man-eating 
killing  machines.  Stewart  actu- 
ally wrestles  with  some  sharks  for 
fun — a  much  better  contribution 
to  the  film  than  most  of  his  bland 
commentary. 
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//  GOOD  NEWS  FOR  PEOPLE  WHO  LIKE  GOOD  MUSIC 


Modest  Mouse  -    Were  Dead  Before  The  Ship  Even  5a/7/f  (Epic) 

Modest  Mouse  frontman  Isaac  Brock  must  have  been  on  a  karma  payment  plan.  After  enduring  a  series  of  ramshackle  living 
arrangements,  serious  drug  addictions,  a  brief  stint  in  a  New  York  jail,  a  phony  rape  accusation  and  10  years  of  marginal 
success  with  his  band's  quirky  indie-rock  tunes.  Brock  is  finally  basking  in  some  hard-won  returns.  His  band's  2004  break- 
through album  Good  News  For  People  Who  Love  Bad  News  vaulted  Modest  Mouse  into  the  modern  rock  stratosphere,  and 
forced  commercial  radio  to  play  their  fucked-up  songs,  basically  because  they  were  too  damn  good  to  ignore. 

With  their  sixth  proper  studio  album — not  counting  EPs,  B-sides  compilations,  side  projects  and  an  entire  "shelved"  (but 
still  pretty  great)  album — Brock  and  company  have  written  another  strong  collection  of  songs,  including  highlights  "Florida," 
"Parting  of  the  Sensory,"  "Invisible,"  and  the  single  "Dashboard."  Old  fans  will  probably  notice  that  several  of  these  songs 
sound  a  lot  happier  than  pretty  much  everything  the  band's  done  before  (millions  of  dollars  and  long-deserved  mass  respect 
that  Good  News  brought  them  undoubtedly  had  some  impact).  Of  course,  a  "happy"  song  for  Modest  Mouse  still  features  lyr- 
ics like  "I  laugh  all  the  way  to  hell  /  saying  yes  this  is  a  fine  promotion"  (a  couple  line  from  standout  track  "Missed  The  Boat"). 

The  only  slightly  worrying  thing  about  this  album  is  that  this  latest  addition  to  the  the  awesomely  eclectic  MM  canon  is 
probably  the  closest  Modest  Mouse  have  ever  come  to  repeating  themselves  stylistically.  That  being  said,  ex-Smiths  guitar- 
ist, and  newest  band  member,  Johnny  Marr's  signature  sparkling  parts,  and  insanely  catchy  backing  vocals  of  James  Mercer 
(of  Shins  fame)  are  both  very  welcome  additions  to  the  overall  sound.  And  while  the  overall  nautical-carnival  feel  of  the  songs 
definitely  gives  the  album  an  identity  of  its  own,  the  glossy  production  and  pop  sensibilities  still  bring  their  last  album  to 
mind.  For  a  band  that  has  so  drastically  altered  their  style  for  each  album,  this  is  worth  noting. 

Still,  Modest  Mouse  remains  the  best  and  most  interesting  rock  band  on  commercial  radio  today.  They  deserve  your 
money,  and  they  deserve  your  attention.  — LUKE  HIGGINSON 

Rating:  VVVVv 


Air  -  Pocket  Symphony  (Astralwerks) 

With  their  first  release  since  2003's  Talkie  Walkie,  French  electro-synth  duo  Air  is  back  with  a  glorious  inversion  of  their  last 
effort.  Nicolas  Godin  and  JB  Dunckel  reference  and  rework  their  earlier,  poppier,  style  into  something  closer  to  their  score 
for  Sofia  Coppola's  2001  film  The  Virgin  Suicides.  With  the  expected  beautifully  textured  production.  Pocket  Symphony  starts 
off  quietly  with  the  gently  layered  "Space  Maker,"  before  easing  into  the  first  single  off  the  disc,  "Once  Upon  a  Time."  Besides 
Dunckel's  trademark  piano  and  synth  combo.  Pocket  Symphony  is  peppered  with  diverse  instruments  and  sound  styles.  Play- 
ing glockenspiel,  koto  and  shamisen  in  several  tracks,  the  pair  display  their  theatrical  fancy,  often  buried  under  the  perfec- 
tion and  polish  of  their  more  synth-based  tunes.  Other  highlights  include  the  lilting  "Photograph,"  and  The  Divine  Comedy's 
Neil  Hannon-sung  track  "Somewhere  Between  Waking  and  Sleeping."  Possibly  the  only  track  out  of  place  on  Pocket  Symphony 
is  "One  Hell  of  a  Party,"  written  and  sung  by  ex-Pulp  frontman  Jarvis  Cocker.  Despite  its  Eastern  flavour,  the  song  still  feels  too 
pedestrian  to  truly  socir  in  the  taut  atmosphere  constructed  by  Godin  and  Dunckel.  The  great  thing  about  the  band  is  that 
they  have  no  desire  to  keep  punching  out  the  same  (granted,  beautiful)  tracks  that  brought  them  to  their  current  eminence. 
Air  is  consistently  changing  its  sound,  without  totally  abandoning  their  Moon  Safari  roots.  Hopefully  there  won't  be  another 
S'/^-year  wciit  for  their  next  release.  In  the  meantime,  there's  also  5:55,  Charlotte  Gainsbourg's  newest  record,  written  by 
Dunckel  and  Godin  and  featuring  Hannon  and  Cocker. 
— NAOMI  SKWARNA 

Rating:  VVVVv 


University  of  Toronto  Dance  Coalition  &  Hart  House  Theatre  present  the  12th  annual 
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Growing  potential 


MARK  VELOSO  examines  the  pitching  seeds  sown  by  Blue  Jay  GM  J.P. 
Ricciardi 


Tomo  Ohka  is  now  a  Blue  Jay,  and  General  Manager  J.P.  Ricciardi  is  hoping  the  pitcher 
will  bring  enough  bang  for  the  Jays'  buck. 


When  the  off-season  of- 
ficially began,  the  man- 
date was  simple  for  Blue 
Jays  general  manager  J.P  Ric- 
ciardi: get  pitching,  pitching  and 
more  pitching. 

It  was  a  simple  shopping  list 
for  what  most  people  in  Major 
League  Baseball  would  call  the 
recipe  for  success.  So  with  owner 
Ted  Rogers'  wallet  firmly  in  hand, 
Ricciardi  set  out  to  nab  himself  a 
starter. 

What  did  he  return  with?  Magic 
beans.  Or,  to  put  it  in  a  less  fairy- 
tale way,  "growth  potential." 

Having  failed  in  his  bid  to  sign 
overpriced  middle-of-the-road 
pitchers  like  Ted  Lilly  (Chicago: 
five  years,  $55  million)  or  Gil 
Meche  (Kansas  City:  five  years, 
$55  million)  Ricciardi  had  little 
recourse  but  to  take  a  chance 
on  several  "low  risk/high  reward 
options.  Enter  John  Thomson, 
Tomo  Ohka,  and  Victor  Zambra- 
no,  each  of  whom  is  potentially 
capable  of  the  type  of  the  per- 
formance that  Lilly  or  a  Meche 
would  have  given,  but  comes  at 
a  fraction  of  their  cost.  Thomson 
and  Zambrano  were  signed  to 
minor-league  contracts  at  base 
salaries  of  $500,000  apiece,  while 
Ohka  inked  a  one-year,  $L5  mil- 
lion major  league  deal. 

In  total,  that's  over  $100  million 
saved  over  the  next  five  years 
by  signing  the  young  pitchers. 
Certainly  Ricciardi  didn't  put  a 
lot  of  money  on  the  table  for  his 
players,  but  that  doesn't  mean 
he  isn't  making  a  huge  gamble. 
The  dilemma  for  a  Jays  lineup 
with  serious  holes  in  the  middle 
and  back  end  of  their  rotation, 


is  that  each  of  these  pitchers  is 
a  question  mark.  All  three  are 
coming  off  injury-riddled  2006 
campaigns,  with  Zambrano  shut 
down  in  May  to  have  ligament  re- 
placement surgery  on  his  pitch- 
ing elbow. 

On  the  other  hand,  each  pitcher 
comes  with  some  intriguing  po- 
tential. For  a  rotation  sorely  lack- 
ing a  reliable  starter  behind  ace 
Roy  Halladay,  the  new  prospects 
could  pay  immediate  dividends. 
Thomson  in  particular  is  at  the 
closest  to  his  statistical  peak. 
With  Atlanta  in  2004,  Thompson 
posted  a  career-high  14  wins  to 
go  with  an  ERA  of  3.72.  For  Ohka, 
2002  was  a  magnum  opus  year, 
when  he  authored  a  statistical 
line  of  13-8  with  a  3.18  ERA  for 
Montreal.  Zambrano's  best  year 
was  arguably  2003,  when  he  went 
12-10  with  a  4.21  ERA  for  Tampa 
Bay. 

So  now  with  Spring  finally  upon 
us  and  the  Blue  Jays  set  to  break 
camp  in  one  week  and  head  home 
to  Toronto,  now  seems  the  perfect 
time  to  check  on  how  Ricciardi's 
magic  beans  are  sprouting.  The 
signs  this  Spring  have  been  posi- 
tive. Ohka  has  impressed,  posting 
a  3.21  ERA  over  14  innings.  Zam- 
brano has  been  even  more  of  a 
pleasant  surprise,  considering 
he  is  two  months  ahead  of  rehab 
schedule  for  Tommy-John  sur- 
gery. His  0.93  era  over  9.2  innings 
could  earn  him  a  ticket  to  Toronto 
in  April.  The  same  cannot  be  said 
of  the  third  member  of  this  trium- 
verate:  Thompson  has  struggled 
with  location  and  command  all 
spring  and  has  a  7.27  ERA  in  three 
appearances. 


As  it  stands  now,  only  Ohka  is 
guaranteed  one  of  the  two  remain- 
ing spots  in  the  Jays  rotation,  first 
because  his  performances  this 
spring  have  justified  it,  and  sec- 
ond because  he  is  the  only  one 
signed  to  a  major  league  contract, 
meaning  he  will  get  paid  $1.5  mil- 
lion, whether  he  plays  for  the  Jays 
or  one  of  their  minor  league  affili- 
ates. While  not  a  deciding  factor, 
money  is  always  an  important 
consideration  in  a  club's  person- 
nel choices.  This  explains,  at 
least  in  part,  why  the  competition 
for  the  last  spot  in  the  rotation  is 
being  headed  by  incumbent  Josh 
Towers  (he  of  the  2-10  record  and 
8.42  ERA  in  2006).  Towers  is  owed 
$2.7  million  in  the  second  sea- 
son of  his  two-year  contract.  He 
will  be  competing  with  prospect 
Casey  Jannsen  (who  has  added  a 
split  finger  pitch  to  his  repertoire 
and  subsequently  increased  his 
strikeout  rates),  and  Zambrano. 

With  all  this  uncertainty  at  the 
back  end  of  the  rotation,  Ricciardi 
can  at  least  rest  easy  knowing  that 
he  has  as  good  a  one-two  punch 
as  any  team  can  boast  at  the  top 
of  his  rotation.  2003  Cy  Young 
Winner  Roy  Halladay  returns  as 
the  best  pitcher  in  baseball  not 
named  Santana,  and  flame-throw- 
er A.J.  Burnett  brings  an  equally 
flamboyant  personality  to  go  with 
his  100-mile-per-hour  heater. 

How  successful  the  Blue  Jays' 
team  will  be  is  yet  to  be  deter- 
mined, but  one  thing  is  for  sure: 
when  it's  all  said  and  done,  the 
praise  or  blame  can  be  laid 
squarely  on  Ricciardi's  off-sea- 
son moves,  where  the  seeds 
were  sown. 


Red  Sox  and  Phillies  class  of  MLB 


Chrlstophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


In  less  than  a  week.  Major  League 
Baseball's  inaugural  pitch  will  be 
thrown.  After  the  last  one  gets  caught 
or  smacked  out  of  the  ballpark,  the 
winners  will  be  dousing  each  other 
with  champagne.  Here's  a  preview  of 
the  three  best  teams  in  each  league. 

AMERICAN  LEAGUE: 
I.Boston  Red  Sox 

This  time  a  decade  ago,  fans  were 
yelling  epithets  about  the  gross 
expenditures  of  the  team's  East 
Division  rivals,  the  New  York  Yan- 
kees. But  under  the  ownership  of 
moneybags  Tom  Henry,  the  current 
installment  of  the  Beantown  crew 
can  offer  no  such  cause  for  gripe. 
Boston's  overstuffed  wallets  allowed 


general  manager  Theo  Epstein  to  ac- 
quire international  phenom  and  last 
year's  World  Baseball  Classic's  MVP 
Daisuke  Matsuzaka.  Armed  with  an 
arsenal  of  five  above-average  pitch- 
es (not  including  the  mythological 
"Gyro"),  he'll  be  slotted  in  as  the 
third  starter  behind  a  pair  of  World 
Series  MVPs  in  Curt  Schilling  and 
Josh  Beckett.  Jonathan  Papelbon, 
last  year's  rookie-of-the-year  can- 
didate, is  back  in  the  closing  role  to 
top  off  a  strong  bullpen  that  features 
Manny  Delcarmen,  Brendan  Donnel- 
ly, and  the  ageless  Mike  Timlin. 

Putting  up  crooked  numbers  on 
the  scoreboard  is  never  an  issue  for 
the  Red  Sox,  with  twin  mashers  Da- 
vid Ortiz  and  Manny  Ramirez.  But 
with  the  additions  of  outfielder  J.D. 
Drew  and  shortstop  Julio  Lugo,  huge 
hitting  improvements  over  Trot  Nix- 
on and  Alex  Gonzalez,  this  lineup  has 
one  of  the  strongest  1-6  in  the  sport. 


2.  Los  Angeles  Angels 

Boasting  the  most  complete  rotation 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  the  Angels 
have  one  of  the  most  consistent,  if  un- 
derappreciated, aces  in  the  game  in 
John  Lackey.  Behind  him  are  young 
guns  Jared  Weaver  and  Ervin  San- 
tana, Kelvim  Escobar  and  2005  Cy 
Young  winner  Bartolo  Colon.  While 
Weaver  and  Colon  will  most  likely 
start  the  season  on  the  injury  list, 
they  have  both  been  ahead  of  their 
training  regimens,  and  should  be  in 
the  games  that  count  by  the  end  of 
April.  As  for  the  pen,  it  doesn't  get 
much  better  than  Scott  Shields  set- 
ting up  closer  Francisco  Rodriguez. 

Offensively,  the  Angels  have  Vladi- 
mir Guerrero,  one  of  the  top-tier  out- 
fielders in  the  game,  to  anchor  their 
lineup.  Joining  him  will  be  newly- 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


Daisuke  Matsuzaka  was  the  prized  off-season  acquisition  by  the  Red  Sox.  It  also  made 
them  the  team  to  beat  in  the  American  League. 
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acquired  Gary  Matthews  Jr„  who 
spun  his  career-year  in  Texas  into  a 
lucrative  contract  with  Los  Angeles. 
But  the  two  players  who  will  have 
the  most  influence  on  whether  the 
Angels  put  up  some  runs  will  be  cur- 
rently injured  speedster  Chone  Fig- 
gins,  and  the  subdued  Garret  Ander- 
son, whose  left  leg  injury  led  to  one 
of  his  worst  seasons  last  year.  If  the 
pair  can  perform  up  to  their  pre-in- 
jury  levels,  this  team  should  make  off 
with  the  West. 

3.  Detroit  Tigers 

Last  year's  AL  representative  in  the 
World  Series  had  one  of  the  more 
lacklustre  performances  on  the 
big  stage,  a  comedy  of  errors  good 
enough  for  second  place.  But  with 
no  major  shifts  in  how  they  got  there 
(even  if  it  was  as  the  wildcard),  one 
must  assume  that  they'll  be  able  to 
duplicate  last  year's  storied  season. 
Now,  there  is  the  saying  that  "as- 
suming makes  an  ass  out  of  you  and 
me,"  but  this  year's  crew  has  bounti- 
ful, youthful  talent.  Front-of-the-line 
starters  Jeremy  Bonderman  and 
Jason  Verlander  might  be  even  bet- 
ter this  year,  and  coupled  with  the 
ageless  Kenny  Rogers,  who  has  won 
49  games  in  the  last  three  years,  the 
rotation  is  solid.  Their  bullpen  is  the 
possibly  the  most  stacked  of  any 
team,  with  setup  men  extraordinaire 
Fernando  Rodney  and  Joel  Zumaya 
hedging  the  way  for  closer  Todd 
Jones. 

And  as  added  spice,  the  Tigers 
also  procured  Gary  Sheffield,  he  with 
the  ever-waving  batting  stance  and 
evil  eye.  Cemented  in  the  third  spot, 
his  presence  in  the  order  should  be 
enough  to  propel  the  Tigers  past  the 
hard-charging  Minnesota  Twins  and 
Cleveland  Indians. 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE 
1.  Philadelphia  Phillies 

Usually  this  spot  would  be  saved 
for  the  Atlanta  Braves,  who  had 
owned  the  East  division  for  more 
than  a  decade.  But  the  boys  from 


Libertyville,  with  second  baseman 
Chase  Utiey,  shortstop  Jimmy  Rol- 
lins, and  reigning  league  MVP  Ryan 
Howard  leading  the  way,  offer  the 
most  tantalizing  combination  of  hit- 
ting and  pitching  in  the  NL. 

The  aforementioned  three  are 
among  the  best  in  their  positions, 
but  coupled  with  the  big  game  ca- 
pability of  pitchers  Brett  Myers, 
Freddy  Garcia  and  Cole  Hamels, 
this  team  is  young  enough  to  be 
fearless,  and  talented  enough  to 
pull  the  carpet  out  from  under  ev- 
ery other  team  in  the  league.  The 
pen  is  a  bit  shaky,  as  closer  Tom 
Gordon  and  primary  setup  man 
Antonio  Alfonseca  are  old  and  brit- 
tle. If  the  need  should  arise,  look 
for  right-handed  Carlos  Carrasco, 
their  prized  minor-league  pitcher, 
to  come  in  and  prop  up  the  geezers. 


a  la  Adam  Wainwright  of  St.  Louis' 
playoff  run  last  year. 

2.  Chicago  Cubs 

After  an  off-season  where  they 
dished  out  the  Benjamins  for  out- 
fielder Alfonso  Soriano,  third  base- 
man Aramis  Ramirez  and  starter 
Ted  Lilly,  the  baby  bears  might  be 
able  to  sneak  off  with  the  NL  Cen- 
tral. First  baseman  Derek  Lee  is 
healthy  again,  and  if  everything 
goes  according  to  plan,  the  best 
offensive  team  in  the  division  will 
continuously  launch  baseballs  over 
Wrigley  Field's  ivy. 

Their  pitching,  however,  has  is- 
sues. Ace  Carlos  Zambrano  will 
compete  for  the  Cy  Young,  but 
formerly  heralded  throwers  Mark 
Prior  and  Kerry  Wood  are  damaged 


goods  and  can't  be  relied  on.  The 
season  for  the  Cubs  depends  on 
how  well  Lilly  can  adapt  to  the  Na- 
tional League.  He  of  the  12-6  curve- 
ball  had  his  moments  pitching  for 
Toronto,  but  Lilly's  main  faux  pas 
was  his  panache  for  serving  gopher 
balls  to  the  stacked  lineups  of  the 
AL  East.  If  his  transition  is  anything 
like  Bronson  Arroyo's,  the  Cubs  will 
make  do.  Especially  if  their  best 
young  pitching  talent.  Rich  Hill,  ma- 
tures into  the  200  K  specialist  he  is 
expected  to  be. 

3.  Los  Angeles  Dodgers 

Injuries  are  all  that  keep  the  trol- 
ley-dodgers from  snatching  up  the 
NL  West.  But  when  you  start  in- 
jury-plagued Nomar  Garciaparra  at 
first,  39-year-olds  Jeff  Kent  and  Luis 


Gonzalez  at  second  base  and  out- 
field, respectively,  and  starter  Brad 
Penny  (who  made  30  starts  for  the 
first  time  in  four  years  last  year),  it's 
a  big  issue.  Bumps  and  bruises  have 
already  gotten  to  shortstop  Rafael 
Furcal,  whose  sprained  ankle  has 
made  him  iffy  to  start  the  season. 

But  off-season  acquisitions  Juan 
Pierre  in  the  outfield  and  Jason 
Schmidt  in  the  rotation  are  two  vet- 
erans who  should  steady  the  Dodger 
Blue.  A  full  year  of  Japan's  Takashi 
Saito  in  the  closing  role  should  also 
be  a  benefit.  His  2.07  ERA  is  an  as- 
set in  what  should  be  the  tightest 
division  in  baseball.  With  the  rest 
of  the  West  offering  no  pop  (outside 
of  Coor's  Field,  anyway),  and  with 
fingernail-biting  finishes  in  their  fa- 
vour, the  Dodgers  should  scrape  by 
with  the  division  crown. 
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ZOOM  &  Transat's  already 
low  fares.  Only  at  Travel  CUTS. 

BOOK  NOW  OR  MISS  OUT! 

*Ask  our  Agents  for  details  and  availability. 
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ANIMATED  CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS 
NEEDED 

To  present  fun  &  hands-on  activities  in 
elementary  schools.  Car  and  exp.  with 
kids  req'd.  Cool  activities.  Gain  valu- 
able teaching  experience.  Pay:  $22.50/1 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5282  Ext.  31  or  email: 
employment@madscience.on.ca 

SMALL  MARKHAM  COMPANY  HIRING 

an  administrative  assistant  F/T  who 
can  work  independently,  familiarity 
with  accounting  software  and  Microsoft 
Office  an  asset,  training  provided.  Fax 
resume  to  ATTN:  Louise  (905)  940-2433. 
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ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 
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PC  COMPUTER  SERVICE 

Free  estimate.  25%  discount  for  U  of  T 
students.  Repairs  and  upgrades  at  your 
home.  Microtronics  co.  Phone:  416-423- 
6069,  Cell:  416-669-5700. 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help 
with  all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in 
resumes,  applications,  and  appeals. 
Call  416-960-9042.  Email:  customessay® 
bellnet.ca.  Online:  customessay.com 


PRIVATE  MATH  TUTOR 

PhD  in  Mathematics,  many  years  expe- 
rience teaching,  tutoring  mathematics 
to  Ontario  high  school  and  university 
students.  Individual  tutoring,  very  close 
to  subway.  416-452-0279. 

TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 


GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247,  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)-785- 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  COPY 
EDITING 

of  academic  articles,  theses,  and 
dissertations,  from  style  to  format. 
APA,  MLA  and  McGill  styles  are  speci- 
alities. Mary  Anne  Carswell,  MA,  MEd, 
mcarswell@svmpatico.ca ,  416-303-3106. 
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LECTURE  SERIES 

AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 
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Common  Ground  Around 
the  Tower  of  Babel 

J.  Edward  Chamberlin 

Departnnent  of  English  &  Centre 
for  Comparative  Literature 

Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 

Tuesday,  March  27,  2007  •  7:30  pm 

George  Ignatieff Theatre,  IS  Devonshire  Place 

FREE  ADMISSION  •  GENERAL  SEATING 
DOORS  OPEN  AT  6:30  P.M. 


For  more  information,  visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca  or 
call  (416)  946-5937. 
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NOTICE  OF  ELECTION 
SPRING  2007 

NOMINATIONS  REOPENED 
FOR  3  STUDENT  REPS 

Nominations  are  reopened  until  3  p.m.  on  TUESDAY,  MARCH  27 
for  3  candidates  to  be  elected  on  an  "at-large"  basis. 

{St.  George  Campus  only) 
At  least  2  shall  be  female  and  at  least  one  shall  be  a 
part-time  undergraduate. 

All  positions  are  for  a  temn  of  2  years:  May  1 , 2007  to  April  30, 2009. 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  overall  Athletics  and  Recreation 

policy  including  allocation  of  funds  to  program  areas; 
staffing  policy;  rental  and  fees  policy. 

Nomination  Period  and  Deadline 

Nomination  forms  for  St.  George  campus  candidates  are  available  from 
the  Main  Office.Athletic  Centre;  Program  Office, Athletic  Centre 
or  the  Chief  Returning  Officer,  Room  2083, Athletic  Centre. 
Nomination  papers  must  be  filed  at  any  of  these  offices.  Nominations 
received  elsewhere  or  after  March  27  at3-P_.rn-.  will  be  invalid. 

If  an  election  is  necessary,  voting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  March  28  and 
Thursday,  March  29  8  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  in  the  Athletic  Centre 

For  full  information,  please  contact  the  Chief  Returning  Officer,  978-2 1 36 
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CHOOSE  A  COMPREHENSIVE,  HANDS-ON  BACHELOR'S  DEGREE,  GRADUATE 
CERTIFICATE  OR  ACCELERATED  PROGRAM  FROM  SENECAS  FACULTY  OF  BUSINESS 

AND  ACCESS  HUNDREDS  OF  CAREER  OPTIONS. 


THE  BENEFITS 

•  Courses  taught  by  experienced 
faculty  and  industry  experts 

•  Small  class  sizes 

•  Access  to  state-of-the-art  equipment 

•  Hands-on  training  in  relevant, 
current  business  technologies 

•  Co-op  and  field  placement  options 

•  Many  programs  lead  to  professional 
certification 

BUSINESS  DEGREES 
THAT  MATTER 

Four-year  bachelor's  programs  that 
combine  the  targeted,  practical 
strengths  of  a  college  education 
with  the  theoretical  foundations  ot 
a  university  degree. 

•  Financial  Services  Management 

•  Human  Resources  Strategy 
and  Technology 

•  International  Accounting  and  Finance 

•  Municipal  and  Corporate  Administration 


GRADUATE  CERTIFICATE 
OPPORTUNITIES 

One-year  intensive  career-focused 
programs,  specifically  designed  for 
college  or  university  grads. 

•  Accounting  and  Information  Technology 

•  Brand  Management 

•  Business  Intelligence 
Research  Analyst 

•  Costume  Studies  -  Film  and 
Television  Production 

•  Event  Management  -  Event  and 
Exhibit  Design 

•  Financial  Services  Compliance 
Administration 

•  Financial  Services  Underwriting 

•  Fraud  Examination  and 
Forensic  Accounting 

•  Global  Logistics  and  Supply 
Chain  Management 

•  Human  Resources  Management 

•  Interactive  Marketing 

•  International  Business  Management 

•  Legal  and  Corporate  Administration 

•  Marketing  Management 

•  Spa  Management 


ACCELERATED  PROGRAMS 

For  students  who  have  completed 
or  substantially  completed  a  degree 
or  diploma.  Earn  a  diploma  in  2  or  3 
semesters  instead  of  4. 

•  Court  and  Tribunal  Agent 
Accelerated 

•  Law  Clerk  Accelerated 

•  Library  and  Information 
Technician  Accelerated 

•  Real  Property  Administration 
Accelerated 


APPLY  NOW  FOR 
SEPTEMBER  2007 
416.491.5050  x2800 
YOURfuture.senecacollege.ca 
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if  Blues  Basketball  made 
it  to  the  NCAA,  would  the 
world  explode? 

//SPORTS  p.  15 


^Iij|ijtl)|i)ji||ilj4yjywy^ 


THANKS,  READERS 

The  l^ars^  wins  fee 
increase  by  a  landsiicte 
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Taking  universities  to  school 


U  of  T  grad  publishes 
guide  to  post- 
secondary  education 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


What's  wrong  with  universities? 
Don't  get  Jeff  Rybak  started. 

Too  many  students  are  being  sold 
on  university  in  high  school,  con- 
vinced it  is  something  they  must  do, 
explained  the  UTSC  graduate,  who 
has  just  written  a  book  on  the  topic. 
And  many  students  enter  university 
with  incredible  expectations  before 
they  are  ready  for  the  experience. 

"The  university  is  pulled  in  a  lot  of 
directions,  trying  to  be  everything  to 
everyone — that's  what's  wrong  with 
university,"  Rybak  said. 

"By  trying  to  be  a  universal  prod- 
uct you  get  students  here  who  don't 
know  why  they're  here." 

What  started  as  a  lengthy  academic 
guide  Rybak  wrote  during  his  tenure 
as  VP  academics  at  SCSU  has  grown 
into  a  full-fledged  290-page  look  into 
Canadian  universities  that  is  part 
how-to  guide,  part  self-improvement 
book,  and  part  policy  document. 
Rybak's  book.  What's  Wrong  With 
University?,  will  be  launched  today 
at  UTSC. 

As  Rybak  tells  it,  students  would 
knock  on  his  office  door  with  com- 
plaints and  demands.  "'I  want  an 
easy  course,  what  should  I  take?,'" 
he  recalled  them  asking.  "So  I'd  ask 
'What  are  you  passionate  about?'" 

Pretty  soon,  it  became  obvious  to 
Rybak  that  the  student  had  no  idea 
how  to  answer  the  question. 

"Aaagh!"  Rybak  cringed,  his  brow 
furrowing  with  frustration.  "Students 
aren't  even  trained  to  ask  the  right 
questions." 

Rybak,  31,  came  to  university  as  a 
mature  student  at  age  27,  eight  years 
after  graduating  from  Woodlands 
High  School  in  Mississauga.  "I  was 
a  very  undermotivated  high  school 
student,"  he  said. 

Rybak  spent  the  intervening  time 
traveling  through  Europe,  "the  typi- 
cal bumming  around  and  learning 
stuff  thing,"  while  unsuccessfully  at- 
tempting to  pitch  fiction  to  publish- 
ers. But  in  the  summer  of  2001,  he 
decided  to  return  to  school. 

"I  was  in  Madrid  playing  Frisbee  at 
Plaza  D'Espana,"  he  related.  "I  was 
talking  about  the  story  1  wanted  to 
write  about  university  and  I  realized 
I  didn't  know  the  most  basic  things 
about  university." 

Rybak  came  back  to  school  in  Sept. 
2002,  majoring  in  English.  He  became 
involved  in  student  politics  at  SCSU, 

SEE  UNIVERSITY' -PG  4 


//HYPOTHESIS  PROVEN 


HOT  OFF  THE  PRESS:  Patrick  Devine,  Nick  Shah,  Eva  Amsen,  and  Kaila  Badger  (top,  left  to  right)  are  the  editors  of  Hypothesis,  a  graduate  student  journal.  Underneath  them  are 
Lyn  Tien.  Angela  Yuen,  Chris  Kwong  aiid  Alex  Cheng,  the  editors  of  JULS,  an  undergraduate  science  journal. 

Science  undergrads  unveil  JULS  in 
the  rough  //  science,  page  10 


Scarborough  getting  shafted 


Mike  Ghenu 

NEWS  EDITOR 


A  recently  released  report  contains 
some  startling  findings  about  U  of 
T's  Scarborough  campus.  Among 
them:  students  at  UTSC  get  lower 
marks  on  average  than  students 
elsewhere. 

Two-thirds  of  UTSC  students  re- 
port receving  average  grades  of  B- 


and  lower.  At  similar  schools  (the 
survey  grouped  UTSC  with  Carleton 
and  Ryerson),  only  55  per  cent  of 
students  get  such  marks.  And  only 
four  per  cent  of  UTSC  students  get 
mostly  A's  and  A+'s,  compared  to  10 
per  cent  elsewhere. 

These  findings  come  from  a  2006 
survey  by  the  Canadian  Undergrad- 
uate Survey  Consortium,  which 
quizzed  497  fourth-year  students  at 


Scarborough. 

For  Rob  Wulkan,  the  VP  academ- 
ics at  SCSU,  the  lower  marks  come 
as  no  surprise. 

"Over  the  years  there  has  been 
a  gradual  grade  inflation  at  other 
institutions,"  he  said.  "But  at  UTSC 
we  have  the  same  grade  scheme." 
Twenty  per  cent  of  marks  at  UTSC 

SEE  SCARBOROUGH'  -  PG  2 


//THE  UTSC  PRICE 


Here's  how  students'  average  marks  at 
UTSC  compare  with  those  of  their  col- 
leagues at  other  schools.  Source:  CUSC 
2006  graduating  students  survey. 

Average  mark  UTSC    Similar  schools 


AorA+ 

A- 

B+ 

B- 

C+ 

C  or  lower 


4% 

9% 

20% 

35% 

22% 

10% 


10% 

20% 
25% 
30% 
11% 
4% 
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Nova  Scotia  floats  fees 
freeze 

Nova  Scotia  has  frozen  post-secondary  tu- 
ition fees  for  ttie  2007-08  academic  year, 
effectively  subsidizing  what  would  have 
been  a  3.9  per  cent  increase. 

But  student  groups  who  were  expecting  a 
fee  reduction  are  unsatisfied.  The  average 
yearly  tuition  in  Nova  Scotia  is  $6,571,  and 
the  provincial  government  had  promised 
to  reduce  fees  to  the  national  average  of 
$4,347  by  the  2010-11  academic  year.  De- 
partment of  education  spokesman  Kevin 
Finch  said  that  the  fee  reduction  was  on 
track,  and  students  could  be  seeing  one 
large  decrease  in  lieu  of  a  series  of  small 
decreases. 
-JANE  BAO 

For  unis,  a  Second  Life 

Faced  with  high  enrolment  rates,  Canadian 


universities  are  making  space  for  students 
on  virtual  campuses.  Such  schools  as  Mc- 
Master  University,  Mohawk  College.  LaSalle 
College  and  UBC  have  been  using  Second 
Life,  a  3-D  virtual  world  that  allows  stu- 
dents to  interact  through  simulations  of 
classrooms,  libraries  and  cafes. 

While  administrators  and  students  em- 
brace the  opportunity  for  greater  access, 
assistant  professor  Darren  Wershler-Henry 
of  Wilfrid  Laurier  University  believes  that 
Second  Life  should  supplement,  rather  than 
replace,  the  conventional  learning  experi- 
ence. 

Pointing  out  the  limited  capacity  of 
Second  Life  servers  and  the  difficulties  of 
sorting  out  internet  policy  issues,  Wershler- 
Henry  said,  "if  what  you're  imagining  is  a 
bunch  of  avatars  with  the  facial  expression 
equivalent  of  crash  test  dummies,  all  sitting 
at  their  desks,  then  I'd  rather  stick  thumb- 
tacks in  my  gums." 
-J.B. 


For  Hillel,  fashion  is  no  sweat 


Tori  Cheifetz 


No  Shvitz:  Fashion  for  Passion,  a  no- 
sweatshop  fashion  show  organized 
by  Hillel  of  Greater  Toronto  combined 
the  pursuit  of  fashion  with  aspirations 
toward  social  change. 

"If  you  combine  fashion  with  heart, 
you  can  never  go  wrong,"  gushed 
Lydia  Guo,  a  University  of  Toronto 
student,  and  newly  elected  president 
of  communications  for  U  Fashion,  U  of 
T's  fashion  club. 

"The  clothes  actually  looked  like 
something  students  might  wear,  they 
were  functional,"  said  Claire  Schacter, 
a  University  of  Toronto  student  and 
member  of  Hillel,  when  asked  what 
she  thought  of  the  clothing  lines. 

The  show  began  with  a  quick  Ian- 


ASTHMA  RESEARCH  STUDY 

Primaiy  Care  Lung  Clinic  is  currently  seeking  asthma 
patients,  age  12  and  older,  to  take  part  in  a  dinical  trial. 

Qualified  participants  will  receive  study-related 
investigational  medication  and  exams  at  no  cost  and 
compensation  for  time  and  travel. 


If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  asthma  research, 
please  call 


Primary  Care  Lung  Clinic 
Phone  Number  (416)  652-9336 
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McGraw-Hill'^ 

MCAT. 


•  More  than  1,100 
pages  of  topic 
reviews,  quizzes, 
model  essays,  and 
test-taking  strategies 

•  Hundreds  of  science 
diagrams  to  clarify 
concepts  and  simplify 
your  review 

•  "Cram  Sessions" 
for  every  topic  to 
help  you  focus  on 
what  you  really 
need  to  know 


♦  2  complete  sample  exams  on  CD  for  on-screen  practice 
just  like  the  real  test 

•  Exclusive  access  to  MCATeasy.com  for  hundreds  of 
additional  practice  questions  in  all  MCAT  subjects 

0-07.147076-X  •  978-0-07-147076-6  •  $78.95 


AVAILABLE  AT  YOUR  CAMPUS  BOOKSTORE 


The  Raymond  &  Beverly  Sackler 
Visiting  Astrophysicist  Program 
Canadian  Institute  for 
Theoretical  Astrophysics 

FREE  PUBLIC  LECTURE 

New  Worlds: 
The  Search  for  Planets 
Outside  the  Solar 
System 

by 

Professor  Scott 
Tremaine,  FRS  Institute 
for  Advanced  Study, 


Tuesday  April  3, 2007  at  7:30  p.m. 
Rm.  108,  Koffler  Institute  BIdg, 
UofT,  569  Spadina  Avenue 


guage  lesson.  The  show's  title,  it  was 
explained,  comes  from  the  Yiddish 
word  for  "sweat."  Talk  ttien  turned 
to  Hillel's  social  justice  program  Tze- 
dek  Hillel,  whose  name  comes  from 
the  Hebrew  word  tseddek,  meaning 
justice,  and  tseddakah,  a  derivative 
of  the  word  that  means  charity.  The 
program,  organizers  explained,  was 
meant  to  show  that  "the  value  of  char- 
ity can  be  linked  to  justice." 

The  models  were  clothed  in  No 
Sweat's  100  per  cent  union-made  ap- 
parel, designed  by  Israeli  fashion 
designers.  Unique  to  the  show  was 
The  One,  a  line  of  clothing  designers 
claimed  was  made  in  a  sweatshop- 
free,  Palestinian-owned  factory  in 
Bethlehem  on  the  West  Bank.  The 
clothing  line  touts  itself  as  helping  to 
"build  prosperity,  co-operation  and 
peace  at  the  very  heart  of  the  conflict 
in  the  Middle  East." 

At  different  points  during  the  show, 
the  audience  was  treated  to  perfor- 
mances by  York  University  breakdanc- 
ing  troupe  the  Supernaturals,  who 
also  staged  a  belly-dancing  routine. 


Also  included  in  the  show  was  a 
MuchMusic  video  interview  with 
various  musical  acts. 

"The  idea  of  incorporating  fashion 
into  social  justice  work  makes  the 
show  that  much  more  compelling," 
said  Claudia  Honetschlaeger,  a  first- 
year  student  at  the  University  of  To- 
ronto." 

The  show  ended  with  a  Hebrew 
performance  of  the  song  "Peace  Will 
Come  Upon  Us"  (Od  Yavo  Shalom 
Aleinu)  by  event  organizer  Orly  Co- 
hen. Afterwards,  the  evening  contin- 
ued with  a  silent  auction  of  sweat- 
free,  fair-trade  items  a  party  that 
continued  long  into  the  night. 

Part  of  the  proceeds  from  the 
event  will  go  to  the  Israeli  charity, 
Save  a  Child's  Heart,  which  pro- 
vides urgently  needed  pediatric 
heart  surgery  and  follow-up  care 
for  children  from  third  world  and 
developing  countries.  Save  a  Child's 
Heart  has  helped  children  in  coun- 
tries that  include  Ethiopia,  Nigeria, 
the  Palestinian  Authority,  Vietnam, 
and  Zanzibar. 
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fall  in  the  A  range. 

As  a  result,  SCSU  is  lobbying  U 
of  T  administrators  to  overhaul  its 
grading  scheme,  hoping  to  upgrade 
their  academic  showing. 

"It's  not  that  UTSC  students  are 
dumber  than  students  at  other  uni- 
versities— professors  are  grading 
harder,"  said  Wulkan.  "A  8+  from 
UTSC  is  actually  a  good  mark." 

But  that  is  not  the  only  interest- 
ing finding  of  the  CUSC  survey.  For 
instance,  almost  two-thirds  of  UTSC 
respondents  are  female.  More  than 
half  of  them  (52  per  cent)  are  self- 
identified  visible  minorities. 

And  seven  out  of  10  respondents 
said  they  still  live  with  their  par- 
ents. 

"There's  a  very  heavy  concen- 


tration of  UTSC  students  who  live 
within  a  close  proximity  of  campus," 
said  Wulkan.  Many  UTSC  students 
come  from  poor  families.  "UTSC 
has  a  reputation  of  being  the  OSAP 
capital  of  Ontario,"  he  quipped. 

But,  if  anything,  UTSC  students 
are  more  involved  in  campus  life 
than  their  colleagues  elsewhere. 
Three  out  of  five  fourth-year  stu- 
dents surveyed  said  they  partici- 
pated in  clubs.  And  they  have  fiery 
tempers.  More  than  1,700  UTSC- 
ers — a  fifth  of  the  total  student 
body — signed  a  petition  protest- 
ing the  denial  of  tenure  for  Robert 
Campbell,  a  popular  religion  prof. 

"Professor  Campbell  was  a  really 
popular  professor  on  this  campus," 
recalled  Wulkan,  saying  that  Camp- 
bell "was  like  a  father  figure"  to 
many  of  the  students. 
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U  of  T  students  strut  down  the  catwalk  on  Sunday,  at  Hillel's  No  Shvitz  fashion  show. 


The  power  is  yours  at  Vic's  enviro  weel^ 


It's  environment  week  at  U  of  T's  Victoria 
college.  Spring  was  in  ttie  air  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  as  eager  "planeteers"  com- 
peted in  an  educational  Captain  Planet- 
themed  obstacle  course  on  Wednesday 
night.  The  race  included  several  recycling 
and  garbage  sorting  challenges  (right), 
as  well  as  the  classic  no-hands  whipped 
cream  eating  station.  Victoria  college 
dean  of  students  Jason  Hunter  (below) 
joined  in  on  the  fun. 


^Senulum 


TELEPHONE  ACCOUNT  EXECUTIVES 

The  Venulum  Group  is  a  multinational  private  wealth  management  firm.  Venulum  Inc  specialises  in 
promoting  alternative  investments  and  mutual  funds  to  accredited  investors. 

Venulum's  Toronto  office  is  located  in  the  Royal  Trust  Tov^^er  in  the  heart  of  the  Downtovvn 

financial  district 

You  will  be  working  in  comfortable,  motivating  surroundings.  The  ideal  candidates  will  be  dedicated, 
ambitious,  conscientious  and  hardworking. 

We  currently  have  positions  available  in  three  departments. 
Full  training  is  provided  and  we  also  have  a  fast-track  policy  of  promotion  for  employees  who  excel 

in  their  positions. 
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Executives 
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Acquisition 
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2  Senior 
Account 
Managers 
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if  you  are  looking  for  a  challenging  career  in  the  investment  industry,  and  you  believe  you  possess 
the  necessary  qualities  to  succeed  with  Venulum,  please  call  4 1 6  640  542 1  to  arrange  an  interview 
and  receive  the  status,  recognition  and  rewards  you  deserve. 

Please  quote  the  following  reference  number  32772 

These  are  sales  based  roles  offering  a  salary  plus  commission  and  bonuses:  only  apply  if  you  are 
interested  in  working  in  telephone  sales. 

No  opportunities  are  available  in  any  other  department 

Web:  www.venuluminc-com  Absolutely  no  e-mailed  applications  will  be  accepted. 
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Cost  of  sinning  to  rise 
in  Toronto 

The  city  of  Toronto  is  consid- 
ering levying  an  additional 
five-per  cent  tax  increase  on 
tobacco,  liquor,  movie  tick- 
ets, live  sports  events,  live 
entertainment   and  alcohol 
(be  it  at  bars,  restaurants 
or  from  beer,  wine  and  li- 
quor stores).  The  possibility 
is  part  of  a  city  proposal  by 
Mayor  David  Miller  to  help 
finance  many  of  Toronto's  un- 
der-funded public  services. 
The  proposal  also  includes 
other  tax  suggestions  such 
as  ones  for  parking  space, 
billboards,  road  tolls,  traffic 
congestion,  vehicle  registra- 
tion and  land  transfers.  If 
approved,  these  measures 
could  kick  in  next 
Janury,  and  raise 
an  extra  $340  mil- 
lion   dollars  per 
year. 

-KAREN  HO 


Chenquieh!  Giant 
condo  proposed 
for  Yonge  and 
Bloor 


Plans  for  Canada's  tall- 
est residential  building 
are  set  to  be  unveiled 
next  week  by  a  Kazakh- 
stan-based developer. 
Bazis    International,  a 
development  company 
based  in  Almaty,  Kazahk- 
stan,  purchased  1  Bloor 
St.  E.  earlier  this  year. 
Designed  by  Toronto  ar- 
chitect Roy  Varacalli  the 
80-storey  condominium 
is  set  to  displace  high- 
end  cookie  shop  M.  Fe- 
lix and  Mr.  Norton  and 
other  businesses  on  the 
southeast  corner  of 
Yonge  and  Bloor.  The 
building  proposal 
has  yet  to  receive  the 
city's  backing. 
-K.H. 


//DEPARTMENT  OF  CORRECTIONS 

In  the  story  Group  seeks  to  change  'racist'  course  choices  (March  26), 
The  Varsity  erroneously  attributed  a  quote  calling  U  of  T  an  "institu- 
tionalized racist  university"  to  Professor  Arnold  Itwaru,  of  Caribbean 
studies,  who  was  speaking  at  the  CASC  conference.  In  fact,  the  com- 
ments were  made  by  a  student  also  speaking  at  that  conference.  The 
Varsity  regrets  the  error. 


Jeff  Rybak,  author  of  What's  Wrong  With  University? during  his  days  at  UTSC. 
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where  he  held  the  VP  academics 
portfolio  for  two  years,  from  2003  to 
2005.  During  that  time  he  wrote  an 
academic  primer  to  help  answer  the 
most  common  queries  students  ap- 
proached him  with.  "1  wasn't  trying 
to  write  this  huge  sweeping  thing," 
he  said. 

The  primer  caught  the  eye  of  Rus- 
sell Brown,  the  supervisor  of  the  Eng- 
lish program  at  UTSC,  who  passed  it 
on  to  a  publisher  contact.  Rybak  was 
asked  to  expand  the  primer  into  a 
book. 

Rybak's  book  devotes  consider- 
able attention  to  grading — one  of 
the  biggest  gripes  among  students. 
Having  dealt  with  academic  matters 
at  SCSU,  Rybak  has  also  gotten  a 
glimpse  of  the  grading  process  from 
the  instructor's  point  of  view.  He  de- 
scribed instructor  course  manuals, 
which  detail,  in  very  frank  language, 
marking  rules  for  profs  to  follow  so  as 
not  to  raise  their  students'  ire,  while 
still  maintaining  the  institution's 
grading  standards. 

UTSC's  grading  guidelines,  for  ex- 
ample, mandate  that  no  more  than  20 
per  cent  of  all  marks  should  be  A's. 

"It's  not  the  university  trying  to 
smack  it  to  students,"  he  said.  "It's 
the  university  trying  to  come  up  with 
a  universal  norm.  The  grade  curve  is 
just  inherently  there." 

Rybak's  book  is  also  partly  self- 
help.  He  sheds  light  on  the  inner 
workings  of  the  university  system, 
from  the  outsider  experience  of  a 
mature  student.  Throughout  It,  he 
encourages  students  to  discover  for 
themselves  why  they  decided  to  at- 
tend university,  presenting  what  he 
considers  the  five  archetypes  of  uni- 
versity students." 

"They're  not  exclusive  types — stu- 
dents don't  have  to  just  be  one  or  the 
other,"  he  said. 

In  a  particularly  bold  chapter,  Ry- 
bak suggests  various  reforms  to  the 


//THE  FIVE  KINDS  DF  STUDENTS 


"The  Academic" 

Thought  university  would  spell 
the  end  of  boring  classes  and 
slack-off  students.  Wants  to  live 
in  a  world  of  refined  ideals  and 
intellectual  engagement,  and 
thinks  her  professors  are  quasi- 
angelic  beings  of  pure  thought. 
MOST  LIKELY  TO  BE  SEEN:  Glaring 
back  at  you  from  the  front  row 
while  you  talk  during  lectures. 

"The  Vocational  Student" 

Sees  schooling  as  something  to 
put  on  his  immaculate  resume, 
and  has  funny  ideas  about  the 
importance  of  credentials.  Op- 
timizes his  course  selection 
and  exposure  to  potential  grad 
school  supervisors  or  industry 
muckety-mucks. 
Most  likely  to  be  seen:  Networking 
furiously. 

"The  Certification 
Student" 

Went  to  university  because  she 
felt  she  had  to  "do  something" 
after  high  school,  or  be  resigned 
to  flipping  burgers.  Quakes  in 
terror  at  the  unthinkable  pros- 
pect of  life  in  the  real  world,  and 
loses  sleep  wondering  if  her  life 
is  headed  in  "the  right  direc- 
tion." 


post-secondary  system.  For  one,  he 
would  like  to  see  one  or  two  years  of 
mandatory  civil  service  for  all  high 
school  graduates.  More  radically,  he 
proposes  that  the  private  sector  be 
encouraged  to  sponsor  vocational 
training,  as  a  way  of  getting  industry 
to  bear  a  greater  share  of  post-sec- 
ondary education's  costs. 


Most  likely  to  be  seen:  In  the  middle 
of  the  grading  curve;  curled  up 
in  a  ball  in  front  of  the  career 
centre. 

"The  Good  Citizen" 

Believes  in  the  overall  good 
of  the  university  experieno 
some  people  believe  in  di 
grace.  Still,  not  entirely  si 
what's  supposed  to  be  so  gi 
about  it,  but  is  willing  to  give 
shot.  Wishes  that  achieving  per- 
sonal growth  and  global  change 
were  as  easy  as  enrolling  in  the 
right  program. 

Most  likely  to  be  seen:  Holding  a 
megaphone,  or  hunched  over  a 
course  calendar. 

"The  Holding-Pen 
Student" 

Was  pushed  into  university  by 
other  people's  expectations,  and 
finds  it  easier  to  go  with  the  flow 
than  to  think  about  what  she  re- 
ally wants.  Not  stupid,  but  pos- 
sibly brainwashed,  and  at  the 
very  least  bitter  at  a  system  that 
relentlessly  compares  them  to 
the  keeners,  geniuses,  and  other 
people  who  actually  know  where 
they're  going  with  all  this. 
Most  likely  to  be  seen:  Watching  TV. 

-ANDRE  BOVEE-BEGUN 


But  Rybak's  real  target  is  the  grad- 
uating high  schooler. 

"The  book  is  for  the  student  who's 
going  to  come  to  school  in  Septem- 
ber," in  the  hope  that  it  will  lead  them 
to  question  their  motives  for  attend- 
ing university. 

"1  feel  that  they're  not  even  encour- 
aged to  pursue  these  questions." 


K    I    C    K       S    O'.,  M    E       I    C  E 
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The  Varsity 


Announcement  of  Varsity  Publications  Annual  Staff  Elections 

Nominations  are  currently  open  for  the  positions  of  News  Editor,  Photo  Editor,  Comment  Editor,  Science  Editor,  Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor,  and  Sports  Editor.  All 
students  who  have  paid  the  annual  Varsity  student  levy  (i.e.  are  full-time  undergraduates  at  the  University  of  Toronto)  are  eligible  to  be  nominated  for  one  of  these 

masthead  positions,  or  to  nominate  themselves. 

Only  Varsity  Staff  are  eligible  to  cast  ballots  in  the  masthead  election. 

According  to  the  Varsity  Bylaws,  "Varsity  Staff"  for  this  year  defines  any  student  who  has:  i)  paid  the  annual  Varsity  student  levy;  and  ii)  has  made  six  or  more 

contributions  to  the  paper  since  May  1, 2007. 

Deadline  for  all  editorial  nominations:  Midnight,  Friday,  March  30, 2007. 

All-Candidates  Meeting  and  Speeches  for  editorial  positions:  Thursday,  April  5, 2007. 

Election  Day:  Friday,  April  6, 2007. 

Nominations  may  be  emailed  to  editor@thevarsity.ca. 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


•  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

•  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

•  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

•  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

•  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

•  Teacher  Placement  Service 

•  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-924-3240/1-800-7?9-1?79 
www.oxfordseminars.com 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE| 

Preparation  Seminars, 


'  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 
Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
■  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
I  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
'  Simulated  Practice  Exams 
'  Free  Repeat  Policy 
'  Personal  Tutoring  Available 
i  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

www.oxfordseminars.com 


1-877-go123go 
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Readers,  you  made  history 


Thank  you. 

Over  the  past  few  weeks,  we  at  The 
Varsity  took  up  precious  space  in  the 
pages  of  this  newspaper  (and  our 
newest  spinoff  on  those  Internets, 
our  more-symbolic-than-popular 
Facebook  group)  with  large,  slick- 
looking  ads  encouraging  students 
to  vote  'Yes'  in  a  referendum  to  raise 
our  student  levy. 

This  request  wasn't  new.  Since  at 
least  1983,  campaigns  to  raise  The 
Varsity's  levy  above  a  measly  pit- 
tance were  organized  every  four  or 
five  years,  like  clockwork.  For  vari- 
ous reasons,  they  failed  every  time. 

For  a  while,  after  mounting  rejec- 
tions of  our  appeals  for  a  lifeline, 
we  resigned  ourselves  to  the  fact 
that  the  cards  were  stacked  against 
us.  We  developed  new  strategies  to 
fund  ourselves,  such  as  courting 
more  advertising.  This  worked  for  a 


EDITORIAL 


while,  until  we  found  ourselves  with 
no  space  for  more  ads  (roughly  half 
of  the  paper  has  been  ads  in  recent 
years).  ' 

We  tried  cutting  our  budget,  can- 
celing all  but  the  most  necessary 
expenditures.  (This  included  liter- 
ally snipping  an  inch  off  the  physical 
length  of  our  pages  last  year). 

But  eventually,  amid  mounting 
costs,  we  knew  we  had  make  another 
appeal. 

And  last  week,  for  the  first  time  in 
roughly  25  years,  when  we  asked, 
you  said,  resoundingly,  'Yes.' 

You  voted  to  add  $1.24  to  each  full- 
time  undergraduate  student's  non- 
academic  tuition  fees  for  the  year, 
raising  it  to  $2.50  per  fall  and  winter 


period.  What's  more,  you  voted  to 
link  this  figure  to  the  rising  cost  of 
living.  At  a  time  when  high  tuition 
fees  inspire  so  much  emotion  and  in- 
dignation in  so  many,  your  decision 
to  raise  them  (if  only  by  just  a  little) 
was  generous,  and  it  was  brave.  It 
showed  that  U  of  T  students  do  care 
about  the  quality  of  their  campus  pa- 
per, which,  at  127  years  old,  happens 
to  be  the  oldest,  largest,  most  widely 
read,  most  well  known,  and  best  stu- 
dent newspaper  in  Canada. 

So,  you  might  ask:  all  this  is  very 
heartwarming,  but  where  the  hell 
will  my  money  go,  exactly?  Well,  glad 
you  asked. 

A  certain  amount  of  money  will  go 
toward  ensuring  that  we  survive.  It'll 
finance  things  like  new  computers 
and  equipment,  paying  our  student 
staff,  paying  our  phone  bills,  and  sav- 
ing for  a  rainy  day. 


More  will  go  toward  improving  the 
paper.  It'll  help  us  overhaul  our  awk- 
ward website,  purchase  outdoor  dis- 
play boxes,  increase  the  paper's  size, 
and  cover  more  stories,  in  greater 
depth. 

Perhaps  most  excitingly  for  the 
community  we're  a  part  of,  it'll  pay  for 
the  return,  beginning  in  September, 
of  free  campus  listings  for  student 
groups.  If  you're  a  registered  campus 
group  and  you  have  a  lecture,  pro- 
test, bake  sale,  or  other  event  to  ad- 
vertise, you'll  be  able  to  put  a  notice 
in  The  Varsity  absolutely  free. 

So,  dear  Reader,  we  mean  it  when 
we  say  thanks.  And  remember — this 
is  no  charity.  The  more  you  give  us, 
the  more  we  belong  to  you.  The  best 
way  to  make  sure  that  money  is  put 
to  good  use  is  to  get  involved — write, 
photograph,  edit.  U  of  T  has  no  other 
journalism  school  but  us. 


//BY THE  NUMBERS 


Here's  how  you  voted: 

Question  1 :  Do  you  approve  of  a  $1.24 
increase  to  the  annual  Varsity  levy 
fee  paid  by  full-time  undergraduate 
students?* 

76%  YES     24%  NO 


Question  2:  Do  you  approve  of  an 
annual  cost  of  living  increase  to  the 
Varsity  levy  fee?* 

63%  YES     37%  NO 


*Referendum  questions  shown  in 
abbreviated  form. 


Students  deserve  a  say  in 
granting  tenure 


Tamara  Baluja 


Many  a  time  have  1  sat  in  class  doodling  or  actu- 
ally fallen  asleep  while  listening  to  supposedly 
fascinating  lectures.  I  do  genuinely  find  my  sub- 
jects interesting,  and  I'm  not  lacking  for  sleep, 
so  to  use  boredom  or  fatigue  as  excuses  for  my 
distracted  behaviour  would  hardly  be  fair. 

The  truth  is,  professors  can  sometimes  make 
terrible  teachers.  These  hardworking  academ- 
ics are  positively  engaging  one-on-one,  but 
some  can  t  function  in  front  of  a  group.  It's  not 
that  they  lack  sufficient  knowledge,  but  when 
that  monotonous  drone  begins,  and  the  light- 
ing in  the  room  dims,  1  just  sink  into  my  seat 
and  have  a  little  nap.  I'm  sure  many  of  my  fellow 
students  sympathize. 

I  am  often  told  that  university  is  a  place  of 
self-learning,  where  one  has  to  be  motivated 
and  seek  out  information  alone.  Yet  I  believe  we 
have  the  right  to  demand  professors  who  are 
not  only  knowledgeable  and  whose  research  is 
dynamic,  but  who  are  also  good  teachers.  Con- 
sidering the  hefty  fees  we  pay,  1  certainly  do  not 
think  this  request  is  unjustified. 

As  students,  what  can  we  do  to  ensure  that 
our  professors  are  decent  communicators? 
Some  professors  already  have  tenure,  so  we 
must  enjoy  the  good  and  endure  the  bad.  How- 
ever, regarding  those  professors  who  do  not 
have  tenure,  students  can  exert  a  certain  de- 
gree of  influence. 

Tenure  is  awarded  on  the  basis  of  three  cri- 
teria, as  listed  in  U  of  T's  "Policy  and  Proce- 


Days  of  worrying  about  tenure  are  long  over  for  Nobel 
Prize-winning  profs  like  U  of  T's  John  Polanyi.  But  up- 
and-coming  Instructors  can  benefit  or  suffer  from  their 
students'  evaluations. 

dures  on  Academic  Appointments"  (which  can 
be  found  on  the  Governing  Council's  website). 
Candidates  must  exhibit  achievement  in  re- 
search and  professional  work,  clear  promise 
of  future  academic  and  professional  develop- 
ment, and  effectiveness  in  teaching.  This  last 
criterion  is  determined  by  assessing  the  degree 


to  which  professors  stimulate  and  challenge 
their  students,  their  ability  to  communicate 
effectively,  and  the  level  of  mastery  they  have 
achieved  in  their  subject  areas.  But  how  can 
the  university's  administrative  bodies  decide 
whether  a  professor  communicates  and  teach- 
es effectively  in  the  classroom? 

Recall  those  terribly  tedious  survey  forms 
students  are  required  to  fill  out  towards  the 
end  of  the  term.  These  student  evaluations, 
as  well  as  signed  opinions  submitted  by  indi- 
vidual students,  are  considered — if  they  are 
available — by  Governing  Council  in  determin- 
ing whether  or  not  to  grant  tenure.  At  least,  this 
is  what  the  policy  on  academic  appointments 
calls  for. 

The  survey  results  also  form  the  basis  of  the 
evaluations  found  in  the  ASSU  Anti-Calendar, 
even  though  professors  can  opt  out  of  having 
their  evaluations  published  there.  Considering 
the  importance  students  place  on  these  reviews 
when  choosing  courses,  however,  all  results 
should  be  posted  in  the  Anti-Calendar,  irre- 
spective of  the  professor's  preference.  Grant- 
ed, some  students  might  give  unfair  reviews  to 
their  professors  if  they  receive  poor  marks,  but 
1  sincerely  believe  that  if  more  students  were 
aware  of  the  importance  of  these  evaluations, 
the  results  would  become  more  accurate. 

So  next  time  you  fill  out  those  surveys,  put 
some  thought  into  your  responses,  because 
,  they  do  influence  decision-making.  Students 
deserve  to  help  decide  who  will  teach  them, 
and  our  collective  voice  will  have  an  impact. 


//QUOTABLE 

"The  biggest 
toads  are  usu- 
ally female  but 
this  one  was  a 
rampant  male. .  J 
would  hate  to  meet  his  big 
sister.  "(AP) 

-  Graeme  Sawyer,  Frogwatch 
coordinator 


This  40  centimetre-long  cane 
toad — shaped  like  a  football  and 
weighing  nearly  1  kg — was  cap- 
tured near  the  town  of  Darwin, 
Australia  on  Tuesday.  In  a  dubi- 
ous nod  to  the  late  evolution- 
ist, a  group  called  Frogwatch 
has  targeted  these  poisonous 
South  American  imports  in  a 
not-so-natural  selection  process 
designed  to  rid  the  island  of  the 
toxic  toads.  It  seerris  that  the 
toads,  originally  imported  to 
help  control  the  beetle  popula- 
tion on  the  small  continent,  went 
a  little  overboard  and  started 
devouring  millions  of  native  Aus- 
sie animals,  wreaking  havoc  on 
the  ecosystem.  With  a  bounty 
currently  on  their  knobby  little 
heads,  the  toads  hide  in  fear 
of  surprise  guerilla  Frogwatch 
raids  on  local  watering  holes,  as 
part  of  "Operation  Toad  Buster." 
Really. 
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LETTERS 


"Backwater" 
backlash 

Re:  Group  seeks  to  change  'rac- 
ist' course  choices,  March  26 

With  all  due  respect  to  the  Critical 
Area  Studies  Collective,  the  group  is 
undermining  its  credibility  by  claiming 
that  the  U  of  T  is  an  "institutionalized, 
racist  university."  What  exactly  is  so 
shameful  about  a  Western  university 
having  a  predominantly  Western-cen- 
tric curriculum?  If  CASC's  goal  is  to 
increase  the  number  of  non-Western 
courses  offered,  it  should  focus  on 
building  student  interest  in  those 
areas  of  study,  not  grousing  about 
"institutionalized  racism."  If  it  then 
becomes  apparent  that  there  is  high 
student  demand  for  courses  emphasiz- 
ing non-Western  perspectives,  I'm  sure 
the  administration  would  be  happy  to 
alter  its  curriculum  accordingly. 

Veiko  Farming 

•  I  was  glad  to  see  coverage  of  last 
Friday's  Critical  Area  Studies  confer- 
ence in  The  Varsity.  It  is  gratifying  to 
see  students  taking  an  active  interest 
in  their  education  and  taking  the  uni- 
versity to  task  for  a  chronic  problem 
of  its  own  making:  the  underfunding  of 
area  studies  programs. 

When  interviewed  by  The  Varsity 
earlier  this  year,  I  noted  that  activ- 
ist-minded students  could  best  affect 
change  if  they  coordinated  their 
efforts  with  faculty  and  administrators 
eager  to  see  additional  funding  flow  to 
area  studies.  Indeed,  the  moment  is 
precipitous,  as  the  Faculty  of  Arts  and 
Science  is  in  the  midst  of  an  inten- 
sive curriculum  review  and  renewal 
exercise. 

"If  we  have  students  speaking 
articulately,  loudly  and  consistently," 
1  stated,  "we'll  get  there  sooner  rather 
than  later." 

As  much  as  I  applaud  the  student 
leaders  of  the  Critical  Area  Studies 
Collective's  efforts  to  make  their 
voices  heard,  I  was  dismayed  to  read 
Noaman  All's  characterization  of  New 
College  as  a  "backwater."  This  ill-cho- 
sen term,  coupled  with  his  inaccurate 
notion  that  U  of  T  students  don't  know 
about  the  college  or  its  area  studies 
programs,  is  the  opposite  of  the  articu- 
late and  informed  voice  1  anticipated. 

Far  from  being  a  "backwater,"  New 
College  is  a  dynamic  institution  that 
historically  has  nurtured  interdisci- 
plinary academic  programs  from  their 
inception  to  positions  of  strength. 
Women's  Studies,  for  instance,  began 
its  life  as  a  fledgling  college  program, 
growing  until  recently  it  was  elevated 
to  EDU  1  status.  The  three  area  studies 
programs  in  the  college — African 
Studies,  Caribbean  Studies,  and  South 
Asian  Studies — have  relatively  small 
numbers  of  majors  and  minors,  but 
they  have  large  numbers  of  students 
taking  the  courses  they  offer.  Much 
of  the  curriculum  is  funded  by  New 
College  itself,  evidence  of  our  commit- 
ment to  these  programs. 

We  undoubtedly  need  additional 
resources  to  help  these  area  studies 
programs  develop.  But  the  way  to 
leverage  these  funds  is  first  of  all  to 
speak  in  a  careful  and  informed  way, 
taking  care  not  to  take  gratuitous 
swipes  at  one's  allies.  We  at  New  Col- 
lege have  a  strategy  to  move  our  aca- 
demic programs  forward.  We  wish  Mr. 
Ali  would  exhibit  more  of  a  collective 
spirit  and  assist  us  with  this  task. 

Professor  Rick  Halpern 

Principal,  New  College 

•  1  was  quite  angered  by  The  Varsity's 
coverage  of  the  recent  CASC  confer- 
ence. In  particular,  I  took  offence  at  the 
sentence,  "The  group  has  called  for 
widespread  protest  among  the  student 


body,  suggesting  dissent  and  "throw- 
ing pies  in  [the  administration's  face]." 
Mr.  Spurr  certainly  chose  to  take  that 
comment  wildly  out  of  context.  What 
was  suggested  was  not  "pie  throw- 
ing" in  the  literal  sense.  Instead,  "pie 
throwing"  was  in  reference  to  throwing 
pie  charts,  statistics,  and  facts  at  the 
administration  to  back  up  the  group's 
argument  about  the  university's  nar- 
row, Eurocentric  pedagogical  focus. 
Furthermore,  while  dissent  may  be 
evident  in  student's  efforts,  those 
interested  in  curriculum  changes  are 
by  no  means  reckless  and  blinded 
by  anger,  as  the  article  suggests.  Mr. 
Spurr  did  not  do  justice  to  the  CASC 
conference,  which  not  only  brought 
these  concerns  to  the  forefront,  but 
also  fostered  healthy  and  productive 
debate  and  critical  thinking  among  the 
attendees. 

Sayema  Rawof 

SCSU  refuses  to  hear 
student  out 

Re:  No  pomp  and  circumstance 
for  SCSU,  March  26 

if  I  had  my  way.  Raj  Gunaratnam,  SCSU 
president,  would  be  writing  a  letter 
apologizing  for  violating  SCSU  by-laws. 
Instead,  after  the  board  of  directors 
voted  against  putting  my  reprimand 
on  the  agenda,  I'm  the  one  writing. 

An  advertisement  for  executive  re- 
elections  was  printed  in  The  Varsity  on 
March  12.  Raj  placed  this  ad  after  the 
SCSU  board  of  directors  rejected  the 
previous  election.  By  printing  an  ad 
before  the  board  set  and  voted  upon 
the  times  of  the  election,  he  knowingly 
violated  policy. 

Bringing  this  motion,  I  hoped  that 
directors,  regardless  of  political  affili- 
ations and  diverse  opinions,  believed 
that  they  must  adhere  to  the  rules 
that  students  elected  them  to  follow. 
If  someone  violates  these  rules  then 
they  must  be  reprimanded,  or  else  we 
create  an  organization  within  which 
someone  can  do  whatever  they  like  as 
tong  as  enough  directors  are  on  their 
side.  Further,  the  board  of  directors  is 
only  useful  if  they  have  power,  which 
is  removed  if  one  person  makes  a 
decision  that  directors  are  supposed 
to  make  collectively.  Upholding  this 
type  of  rule  maintains  the  integrity  of 
the  board. 

Almost  the  exact  same  group  of 
directors  who  voted  against  the  first 
executive  elections  voted  against 
putting  the  motion  on  the  agenda.  You 
can  only  reject  an  election  if  the  elec- 
tion violates  policy.  To  fix  the  fact  that, 
after  throwing  out  the  election  results, 
SCSU  had  no  executives  for  next  year, 
the  president  decided  to  violate  policy 
himself.  According  to  these  directors' 
votes,  somehow,  that  is  okay.  Raj,  as 
one  of  these  voters,  also  voted  against 
adding  my  reprimand  to  the  agenda, 
despite  the  fact  that  he  had  an  obvious 
conflict  of  interest. 

Out  of  the  dozens  of  meetings  I've  at- 
tended, I've  never  seen  an  item  that  is 
in  order  not  put  on  the  agenda.  When  a 
student  brings  something  to  the  board 
of  directors,  the  student  is  asking  di- 
rectors, who  represent  them,  to  listen 
to  their  concerns.  Directors  could  have 
voted  against  the  motion,  but  they  did 
not  have  to  silence  the  idea. 

Oh,  and  that  first  election  that  the 
board  of  directors  did  not  approve? 
Two  weeks  later,  the  chair  deemed 
the  elections  to  be  approved  based 
on  the  first  vote  which  was  in  favour. 
There  will  not  be  another  election,  at 
least  for  now.  Congratulations  to  the 
winners.  I  have  a  revolutionary  idea  for 
you:  listen  to  what  your  members  want 
by  doing  what  they've  told  you  to  do. 
Follow  your  own  rules,  please. 

Gillian  Reiss 


ASTHMA 

If  you  are  12  years  and  above,  have  asthma,  you  may  be 
eligible  to  participate  in  a  clinical  research  study  using 
approved  Inhalers  in  a  new  combination. 


You  will  be  reimbursed  up  to  $  1000  for  your  time  and 
expenses. 


Please  call  Dr.  A.  Cheema  @  Mississauga 
@  905  566  1200 


Join  us  May  9  and  you'll  be 
in  excellent  company. 

The  Awards  of  Excellence  will  honour  the  UniversHy  of  Toronto's  great  achievers 
on  Wednesday,  May  9,  2007. 

We  invite  you  to  join  your  friends  and  coiieagues  for  the  ceremony  in  the  Great  Hal!  at  Hart  House. 
Award  Ceremony.  5:30  p.m.   Reception:  6:30  p.m. 


CHANCELLOR'S  AWARD 
Debra  A.  Bilinski 

Office  of  Research  Services,  Office  of  the 
Vicc-Presidem,  Research  and  Assoc/ate 
Provost 

Rebecca  Spagnolo 

Graduate  House 

School  of  Graduate  Studies 

JOAN  E.  FOLEY  QUALITY  OF 
STUDENT  EXPERIENCE  AWARD 

Professor  John  Baird 

Department  of  English 
FaLuky  of  Arts  and  Science 

LUDWIKAND  ESTELLE  JUS 
MEMORIAL  HUMAN  RIGHTS 
PRIZE 

Professor  Catherine  Chalin 

Department  of  Put>lic  Health  Sciences 
Faculty  of  Medicine 

FACULTY  AWARD 

Professor  Yu-Ling  Cheng 

Department  of  Chemical  Engineering  and 
Applied  Chemistry,  Faculty  of  Applied 
Science  and  Engineering 

CAROLYN  TUOHY  IMPACT 
ON  PUBLIC  POLICY  AWARD 

Professor  David  Cameron 

Deportment  of  Political  Science 
Faculty  of  AiU  and  Sc/ence 


X 

i*f        UNIVERSITY  OF 

■  TORONTO 


NORTHROP  FRYE  AWARD 

Professor  Robert  Brym 

Department  cf  Sociology 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 

Interfaculty  Pain  Curriculum 

University  ofToroim  Centre  for  the  Study  of  Pain 
Faculties  of  Dentistry,  Medicine,  Nursing, 
Pharmacy,  and  Physical  Therapy  and 
Occupational  Therapy 

JOHN  H.MOSS  SCHOLARSHIP 

SCHOLAR 

Matto  Mlldenberger 

Internationa!  Relations  Program  and 
De.parimenl  of  Botany,  Trinity  College 

RNALISTS 
Shahmeer  Ansari 

Commerce  Program.Victoria  College 

David  Andrew  Kim 

Program  in  Neuroscience  and  Peace  and 
Conflict  Studies  Program,  Victoria  College 

Jeff  Rybak 

Department  of  Humanities 
University  ofToronlo  at  Scarborough 

Leah  Stokes 

Department  of  Psychology  and 
East  Asian  Studies,  Tririity  College 

Fiona  Taylor 

Deportments  of  biodiemistry.  Human 
Biology  and  Economics,  Trinity  College 


UTA  A 


RSVP  at  i 
w  ww.a  I  u  m  ni .  u  CO  ron  to.  ca/awex.  htm  I  i 
For  more  information,  contact 
lorraine.gillis@utoronto.ca  \ 
or  4 16-978- 1 064 
Business  attire    Limited  seating  | 


ADEL  S.SEDRA 
DISTINGUISHED 
GRADUATE  AWARD 

SCHOLARS 
Krista  Boa 

Faculty  of  Information  Studies 

Christine  Victoria  Ichim 

Department  of  Biophysics 
Faculty  of  Medicine 

FINALISTS 
Kerry  Kuluski 

Department  of  Health  Policy, 

Management  and  Evaluation 
Faculty  of  Medicine 

Nicholas  Matte 

D^rtment  of  History, 

Institute  for  Women  and  Gender  Studies 

Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 

Olivier  Sorin 

Department  of  French 

JON  S.  DELLANDREA  AWARD 
FOR  INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS 

SCHOLARS 
Matthew  McGeachy 

Departments  of  History  and  Philosophy 
Viaoria  College 

Shi  (Reynold)  Xin 

Department  of  Engineering  Science 
Faculty  of  Applied  Science  and  Enpneering 

RNALISTS 

Kerolyn  K.  Shairsingh 

Department  of  Chemical  Engineering 

and  Applied  Chemistry 

Faculty  of  Applied  Science  and  Engineering 

Christian  Thome 

Department  of  History.Trinity  College 
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VARSiTY  COMMENT 


opinions@thevarsity.ca 


Keep  the  sunshine  out 


Michael  Meehan 


A  few  weeks  ago,  some  students 
protested  something  outside  of  Sid 
Smith.  They  had  a  megaphone,  and 
they  had  some  chants. 

I  think  it  had  to  do  with  reducing 
tuition  fees  or  something. 

Forgive  my  hazy  recollection  of  the 
event.  Even  if  I  hadn't  been  in  class 
when  it  happened,  1  doubt  1  would 
have  stopped  and  joined  the  protest. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  reducing 
tuition  fees  is  not  a  good  thing.  I  like 
paying  less  money  for  things.  Nor  am 
I  saying  that  students  (and  everyone 


else)  who  feel  they  are  victims  of  in- 
justice should  not  fight  for  what  they 
justifiably  feel  is  right.  You  gotta  fight 
for  your  right  (including,  but  not  ex- 
clusive to,  the  right  to  party). 

My  major  complaint  regarding  this 
whole  event — a  better  word  would 
be  "debacle" — is  that  these  fighters 
stepped  into  the  ring  backwards. 

Their  first  mistake  was  the  mega- 
phone. If  there  is  one  thing  I've 
learned  in  my  years,  it's  that  mega- 
phones piss  people  off.  As  soon  as 
someone  busts  one  out,  people  will 
get  irritated.  Imagine  you're  walking 
down  a  street,  let's  say  St.  George 


Street,  and  you  have  a  lot  on  your 
mind.  Suddenly,  some  jackass  starts 
screaming  some  indecipherable  gib- 
berish out  of  a  flared  blow  dryer  with 
a  cone  at  the  end.  You  want  that  per- 
son to  die. 

Not  to  say  that  this  method  of  at- 
tention-seeking is  always  unsuc- 
cessful. If  you  have  a  fresh  message 
to  convey  that  everyone  needs  to 
hear,  be  as  mega  as  the  phone  you 
are  holding  in  front  of  your  freedom- 
fighting  mouth. 

Unfortunately,  the  message  trotted 
out  at  these  protests  is  uninspired, 
redundant,  and  downright  childish. 


"What  do  we  want?"  "Lower  tuition 
fees!"  "When  do  we  want  them?" 
"Now!" 

Why  did  these  activists  feel  they 
had  to  conform  to  this  method  of 
protest,  which  reached  its  peak  ef- 
fectiveness in  the  1960s?  Haven't  our 
methods  of  standing  up  for  justice 
evolved  and  matured  since  then? 


Now  I'm  sure  the  organizers  of  the 
protest  had  good  intentions.  And  it's 
true  that  people  commonly  associate 
chanting  of  this  nature  with  fighting 
for  a  worthy  cause.  However,  the  fee 
protest  organizers  should  have  real- 
ized that  this  dated  method  is  more 
annoying  than  effective. 

An  uninspired  method  of  protest 
directly  gives  off  the  impression  of 
an  uninspired  protest.  I'm  reminded 
of  another  recent  debacle  that  hear- 
kened back  to  the  days  of  flower  chil- 
dren: CanStage's  production  of  Hair. 
The  tagline  for  the  show  was,  "Now 
more  than  ever,"  suggesting  that  the 
show  had  an  essential  message  for 
the  present  day. 

Instead,  it  was  irrelevant,  annoy- 
ing, and  lazily  put  together. 

The  first  step  towards  making  a  dif- 
ference tomorrow  is  discarding  the 
ways  of  yesterday  today. 


THIS  IS  SIMPLY  A  PICTURE  OF  A  WOMAN 
EATING  A  VANILLA  ICE  CREAM  CONE. 


SURE,  SHE'S  ATTRACTIVE.  SULTRY,  EVEN.  BUT  SHE 
IS  ONLY  EATING  IT  BECAUSE  IT  TASTES  GOOD  AND 
IT  IS  HOT  WHERE  SHE  HAPPENS  TO  BE. 


KEEP^ 
CLEAN. 


HYDItaWASH 


"To  the  families  who  have  had  to  move  because  of  structural  damage  to  their  houses,  or  the  threat  of  psychological  damage  posed  by  the  constant  reminder  of  the  accident,  I'm  sure  the  notion  of  home  is  not  as  firm  as  it  once  was." 


In  defence  of  loss 


Helped  by  Don  MacKay's  poetry  and  a  grieving  family's  grace,  JADE  COLBERT  navigates  the  sense  of  loss 

caused  by  an  explosion  on  her  Moore  Park  street 


I started  tliinlcing  about  writing  tliis  two  days 
after  a  Valentine's  Day  gas  leak  caused  a 
tiouse  explosion  on  my  street. 
The  blast  occurred  during  a  standpipe  re- 
moval, razing  a  house  to  the  ground  and  killing 
one  of  the  homeowners,  Jyoti  Moorthy.  An  En- 
bridge  worker  was  left  seriously  injured. 

When  1  began,  I  thought  1  was  going  to  write 
about  houses,  what  they  mean  to  us,  and  the 
affront  to  the  idea  of  home  that  this  incident 
represents.  I  had  just  been  accosted  by  a  police 
officer,  who  needed  to  see  photo  ID  to  prove 
that  my  house,  within  the  police  barricade, 
was  indeed  my  house.  1  was  upset,  alone  for  the 
weekend,  and  on  a  Valentine's  chocolate  bend- 
er In  my  shock  it  seemed  very  clear  that  the 
whole  experience  needed  to  be  written  down, 
and  equally  obvious  how  I  would  go  about  do- 
ing that.  Surely  the  event  itself,  the  cause,  would 
be  the  best  explanation  of  what  I  was  feeling.  So 
dramatic,  an  explosion,  and  of  a  house  no  less. 
It  begs  to  be  read  as  symbol. 

You  can  probably  already  see  the  difficulties 
I  almost  immediately  came  upon  when  I  started 
writing.  Perhaps  it  is  the  violence  of  such  an 
event,  our  awareness  of  that  moment  as  a  mo- 
ment, which  causes  ordinary  facts  to  suddenly 
seem  representative  of  something  larger.  I 
found  myself  in  a  situation  like  that  in  Don  McK- 
ay's poem,  "Suddenly,  at  home."  It  reads,  "there 
was  no  place  we  could  sit  or  look  /  that  was  not 
changed  to  an  icon,  cursed  /  with  significance." 

The  danger  was  the  ease  with  which  1  could 
fall  into  epic  simile:  "as  the  snow  melts  in  the 
spring  to  reveal  the  shards  of  glass  that  have 
been  with  us  this  past  month  though  under  the 
surface,  so  too  in  grief. . ." 
It  wasn't  that  bad — but  it  was  close.  I  found 


myself  making  gestures  I  knew  I  didn't  have 
the  pomposity  to  make,  and  writing  elegies 
where  I  didn't  want  to  find  comfort  in  the  final 
turn.  Worse,  much,  much  worse,  I  knew  that  if 
I  wrote  about  what  was  really  important — the 
senseless  death  of  one  woman — 1  ran  the  risk  of 
appropriating  someone  else's  grief  for  my  own 
ends.  It  felt  cold,  it  felt  callous.  It  felt  wrong. 

I  mention  McKay  (this  year's  Jack  McClelland 
writer-in-residence)  because  it  was  one  day 
while  sitting  in  class  that  I  heard  "Homing"  read 
aloud,  and  found  in  that  poem  a  description  of 
exactly  what  I  had  been  facing.  This  is  how  it 
ends: 

Home  is  what  we  know 

and  know  we  know,  the  intricately 

feathered  nest.  Homing 

asks  the  question. 

"Homing"  struck  me  because  it  showed  what 
had  been  going  wrong.  I  had  been  trying  to 
talk  about  home  when  what  I  was  really  facing 
were  issues  of  homing.  This  is  not  to  say  that 
neighbours  haven't  found  their  idea  of  "home" 
shaken.  To  the  families  who  have  had  to  move 
because  of  structural  damage  to  their  houses, 
or  the  threat  of  psychological  damage  posed 
by  the  constant  reminder  of  the  accident,  I'm 
sure  the  notion  of  home  is  not  as  firm  as  it  once 
was. 

But  I  can't  speak  to  this.  For  all  that  my  house 
became  something  of  an  impromptu  police 
headquarters  and  trauma  centre  after  the  blast, 
when  I  got  home,  my  house  was  still  my  house. 
I  had  felt  awful  for  the  two  days  after  the  explo- 
sion, but  it  was  only  upon  being  stopped  from 
entering  my  house  that  things  came  to  a  head. 


Homing  was  the  question.  Intuitively,  I  started 
rereading  McKay.  In  "Before  the  Moon,"  McKay 
imagines  a  world  without  poetry  by  imagining 
what  the  world  would  be  like  without  the  moon. 
Before  the  moon. 

Whatever  a  thing  was, 

that  was  it,  no  ifs  or 

airspace.  Place  was  obese 

before  the  moon  was  moon,  so  full  of  itself 

there  was  no  leaving  home,  and  so 

no  dwelling  in  it  either  Longing  was  short 

and  sedentary. 

To  McKay,  a  bird's  ability  for  homing  is  a  useful 
metaphor  in  our  own  lives.  Home  is  only  home 
because  we've  left  it,  and  this  has  something  to 
do  with  the  length  and  mobility  of  longing. 

We  all  know  what  grief  looks  like,  in  its  varied 
forms.  You've  likely  experienced  it  yourself.  We 
know  what  grief  looks  like — not  so  with  loss. 
Simple,  quiet  loss,  and  the  weight  it  carries  for 
our  tangential  claims  to  the  dead.  The  truth  is 
that  while  I  did  know  Jyoti,  I  did  not  know  her 
well.  Though  I  think  you  will  understand  when  I 
say  she  was  the  kind  of  person  you  did  not  have 
to  know  well  to  like.  If  you  had  been  at  the  public 
memorial,  what  you  would  have  seen  alongside 
those  family  and  friends  who  truly  grieve  was 
the  number  of  people  whose  lives  were  touched 
by  hers,  perhaps  slightly,  but  who  still  felt  the 
loss  and  wanted  it  to  be  marked  somehow.  It 
should  be  noted  how  gracious  the  family  was  in 
recognizing  us. 

For  ours  is  a  society  that  does  not  recognize 
loss  very  well.  In  the  hierarchy  of  emotions,  if 
I'm  not  grieving  I  should  get  over  it,  right?  And  it 
is  true  that  if  I  thought  of  my  emotions  as  grief 


rather  than  loss,  as  something  close  to  that 
experienced  by  the  family  and  friends,  I  came 
across  as  a  heinous  person.  Because  really, 
what  is  my  grief  next  to  theirs?  What  is  my  grief 
that  it  should  deserve  a  public  airing?  Very  sim- 
ply, it  isn't  a  grief  at  all:  I  am  at  a  loss,  and  along- 
side this  loss  is  a  longing  for  I  know  not  what. 
We  tend  to  view  loss  as  something  minor  and 
trite,  and  it  was  this  expectation  I  was  banging 
my  head  against:  I  felt  guilty  for  being  so  upset, 
and  the  guilt  was  showing  up  in  my  writing. 

In  "Sometimes  a  Voice  (2)"  McKay  tells  us 
that  "Sometimes  a  voice  . . .  wants  not  to  be  a 
voice  any  longer  and  this  longing  /  is  the  worst 
of  longings."  Longing  and  loss  have  become 
nearly  synonymous  to  my  mind  and,  in  light  of 
McKay's  definition  ("Longing:  /  a  term  for  radi- 
cal unwinding  of  the  heart"),  while  we  might 
not  cherish  the  cause,  that  there  is  still  room 
for  such  an  unwinding  of  the  heart  is  a  source 
of  comfort. 

It  isn't  muck-raking  or  melodrama  or  narcis- 
sism to  say  that  while  loss  is  not  felt  as  keenly 
as  grief,  while  it  does  not  so  interject  in  our 
lives,  it  does  run  deep.  When  genuine,  it  is  not 
simply  a  manifestation  of  our  overly  effusive, 
self-help-addicted  culture.  No  one  is  going  into 
panegyrics  here.  The  culture  I'm  asking  for  is 
the  opposite  of  that,  one  in  which  people  can 
feel  decently  because  others  are  willing  to  do 
the  same. 

When  1  see  the  place  where  that  house  once 
stood  I  do  not  want  to  weep  and  wail,  but  I  do 
feel  like  going  for  a  very  long  walk.  Homing. 

For  these  and  other  poems  by  Don  MacKay, 
see  Camber:  Selected  Poems  (McClelland  & 
Steward.  2004). 
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Ancient  arts  for  old  farts 

After  studying  a  group  of  112  adults 
between  the  ages  of  59  to  86,  re- 
searchers at  UCLA  have  concluded 
that  frequent  practice  (at  least  three 
times  a  week)  of  an  exercise  called 
tai  chi  chih — a  simple  form  of  tai 
chi — can  significantly  boost  the  im- 
mune systems  of  older  adults.  The 
exercises  appeared  to  promote  re- 
sistance to  the  virus  varicella  zoster. 
The  same  virus  that  causes  chick- 
enpox  in  kids,  v.  zoster  can  remain 
dormant  for  many  years  until  a 
weakened  immune  system  allows  it 
to  reemerge,  creating  a  painful  rash 
known  as  shingles.  In  the  study, 
participants  were  divided  into  two 
groups,  one  taking  tai  chi  chih  three 
times  a  week,  and  the  other  attend- 
ing health  education  classes  that 
focused  on  lifestyle  issues,  such 
as  stress  management  and  sleep 
habits.  After  16  weeks,  both  groups 
received  a  dose  of  the  shingles  vac- 
cine Varivax.  The  level  of  immunity 
in  the  tai  chi  group  was  found  to  be 
comparable  to  levels  of  immunity 
normally  seen  in  middle-aged  peo- 
ple— two  times  greater  than  that  of 
the  control  group.  Tai  chi  devotees 
also  displayed  improvements  in 
bodily  and  mental  health. 
Source:  UCLA  news  service 
— ABIGAIL  SLINGER 

Monkey  see,  monkey  do 

Cambridge  University  researcher. 
Dr.  Antonio  Moura,  has  discovered 
evidence  of  learned  behaviours 
among  the  primates  of  Central  and 
South  America.  Studying  a  group 
of  10  capuchin  monkeys  in  north- 
east Brazil,  Moura  documented  the 
group's  recurring  behaviour  of  loud 
stone-banging.  When  Moura  ap- 
proached the  group,  the  monkeys 
selected  stones  and  banged  them  on 
rock  surfaces  in  an  aggressive  man- 
ner. Moura  theorized  that  this  was 
an  attempt  to  scare  off  a  potential 
predator,  which  the  monkeys  took 
Moura  to  be,  or  to  communicate 
the  threat  of  the  predator  to  other' 
monkeys.  As  the  group  became 
more  accustomed  to  his  presence, 
Moura  found  that  the  frequency  of 
stone-banging  incidents  decreased. 
In  a  few  cases,  Moura  observed 
adults  and  juvenile  monkeys  bang- 
ing rocks  in  mimicry  of  the  elder 
monkeys'  behaviour.  This  imitation 
would  suggest  that  the  behaviour  is 
acquired  socially,  from  one  monkey 
to  another,  rather  than  induced  by  a 
particular  environmental  cause. 
Source:  University  of  Cambridge 
news  service 
— A.S. 

A  game  cube  like  no  other 

A  "virtual  reality  cube"  at  Iowa  State 
university,  called  C6,  is  getting  a  $5 
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Students  serve  up  science 


Mayce  Al-Sukhni  &  Mandy  Lo  

When  Alex  Cheng  and  a  few  of  his  fel- 
low undergraduate  friends  realized 
that  they  would  not  get  a  chance  to 
share  their  summer  research  results 
with  other  students,  they  were  dis- 
appointed. But  instead  of  complain- 
ing, they  decided  to  do  something 
about  it.  And  so  was  born  JULS — the 
Journal  of  Undergraduate  Life  Sci- 
ences— with  Cheng  at  the  helm  as 
editor-in-chief. 

Each  summer,  many  students 
across  campus  spend  their  break 
conducting  and  participating  in 
research  projects,  often  their  first 
steps  into  professional  research. 
Aside  from  the  standard  poster  pre- 
sentations at  the  end  of  the  season, 
however,  students  generally  have 
no  other  means  to  inform  others  of 
their  work. 

Cheng  saw  this  as  an  opportunity 
to  establish  something  new  at  U  of 
T,  though  the  idea  of  a  journal  for 
undergraduate  science  students  is 
neither  unique  nor  new.  Prominent 
American  universities,  such  as  Co- 
lumbia, Harvard  and  UC  Berkeley, 
all  boast  undergraduate  science  re- 
search journals.  In  Canada,  McGill 
is  one  of  the  few  campuses  to  have 
such  a  publication.  But  while  other 
universities'  journals  cater  to  the 
sciences  in  general,  JULS  focuses  on 
research  in  the  life  sciences. 

VULS  is  a  unique  publication  that 
enables  students  to  participate  in 
the  research  process  at  all  levels," 
explained  Cheng.  "It  gives  students 
an  opportunity  to  write  about  their 
own  research — something  that 
doesn't  often  happen." 

The  journal  will  publish  research 
papers  as  well  as  review  articles 
by  undergraduate  students.  The 
inaugural  issue  will  also  feature 
several  commentary  articles  by  fac- 
ulty members.  According  to  Dr.  Roy 
Baker,  one  of  the  journal's  faculty 
advisors,  JULS  presents  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  students. 

"JULS  is  a  very  useful  venue  for 
undergrads  to  publish  their  re- 
search, thus  acquiring  experience 
both  in  experimental  design  and  in 
the  economy  of  scientific  expres- 
sion," said  Baker.  "I  feel  the  project 
is  extremely  worthwhile  and  has  no 
equivalent  at  U  of  T,  so  it's  a  worth- 
while, novel  concept." 

In  order  to  maintain  research  stan- 
dards and  credibility  in  the  scientific 
community,  JULS  is  peer-reviewed. 
The  journal  chooses  third-  and 
fourth-year  students  as  peer-review- 
ers based  on  their  previous  research 
experience. 

"We've  been  fortunate  to  estab- 
lish a  collaboration  with  the  U  of  T 
Library  Journal  Publishing  System," 
said  Cheng.  This  collaboration  al- 
lows authors  to  post  their  papers 
onto  the  library's  system,  where 
reviewers  can  access  and  evaluate 
them  before  publication. 

But  how  will  a  wholly  undergradu- 
ate journal  fare  against  graduate  and 
faculty  journals? 

VULS  isn't  competing  against 
these  other  journals,"  he  explained. 
"Just  because  a  student's  work  isn't 
good  enough  for  Nature  or  Science 
doesn't  mean  that  it  shouldn't  be 
published  elsewhere.  The  [under- 
graduate) work  is  not  of  lower  qual- 
ity than  other  research.  It's  just  a  dif- 
ferent kind  of  research." 

For  the  full-time  undergrad  edi- 
tors, JULS  was  a  daunting  mission 
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from  the  start. 

"We  knew  that  it  wasn't  a  trivial 
task  or  project,"  said  Cheng.  "We've 
been  on  a  very  tight  schedule  from 
the  beginning  and  since,  we've  been 
learning  and  developing  the  journal 
as  we  go  along." 

Luckily,  there  have  been  no  major 
setbacks  in  their  project  in  terms  of 
funding  and  getting  quality  mate- 
rial. 

"We're  confident  that  we'll  be  on 
schedule  for  distribution  in  the  first 
week  of  April,"  said  Cheng. 

Another  challenge  for  JULS  has 
been  the  fact  that  a  student's  re- 
search work  is  actually  the  intellec- 
tual property  of  his  or  her  super- 
visor, since  the  work  is  done  in  a 
supervising  professor's  lab. 

"For  research  articles,  students 
have  to  obtain  the  permission  of 
their  research  supervisor,  and  the 
professor  appears  as  an  author  on 
the  paper,"  said  professor  Corey 
Goldman,  another  of  JULS'  faculty 
advisors.  "It  is  respectfully  acknowl- 
edged that  some  professors  will  not 
allow  their  students  to  publish  for 


various  reasons. 

For  instance,  a  professor  may  wish 
to  submit  undergrad  research  to  an- 
other peer-reviewed  journal.  Pub- 
lishing research  at  another  research 
journal,  said  Cheng,  is  a  definite  step 
up  from  JULS.  All  the  same,  Cheng  is 
confident  that  JULS  is  set  for  longev- 
ity. 

"Maybe,  down  the  road,  if  there 
is  enough  interest  and  there  are 
enough  students  to  write  for  JULS, 
we  can  publish  two  issues  per  year." 

JULS  w'lW  be  the  first  undergradu- 
ate publication  to  join  the  ranks  of 
U  of  T's  science  research  journals, 
which  include  Hypothesis.  Origi- 
nally started  in  2002  by  five  gradu- 
ate students  in  medical  biophysics. 
Hypothesis  publishes  peer-reviewed 
manuscripts  on  a  variety  of  topics, 
including  opinions,  news,  scientific 
articles,  and  even  an  "away-from- 
the-bench"  section  that  profiles 
scientists  outside  of  the  realm  of  sci- 
ence. 

"[We  were]  trying  to  look  for  an 
official  forum  to  discuss  ideas  we 
had  about  science,"  said  Karia  Bad- 


ger, a  PhD  candidate  and  one  of  the 
journal's  editors-in-chief.  "We  would 
regularly  meet  for  coffee  and  talk 
about  science  but  we  wanted  some- 
thing more  formal.  If  you  have  an 
idea  about  science  and  you  want  to 
share  it  and  you  want  lots  of  people 
to  hear  about  it  rather  than  your  five 
closest  friends,  then  [Hypothesis]  is 
a  great  place  to  do  it." 

Because  Hypothesis  is  based  on- 
line, it  receives  submissions  from 
all  over  the  world,  including  the  U.K. 
and  India.  According  to  Badger,  the 
internet  helped  to  expand  this,  ini- 
tially, small  journal. 

Hypothesis  has  enjoyed  notable 
success — for  example,  it  is  currently 
indexed  on  Google  Scholar,  a  re- 
search article  database — but  there 
is  still  more  its  editors  would  like  to 
accomplish.  Badger  said  that  they 
would  like  a  broader  readership 
base  as  well  as  more  submissions, 
and  hopes  to  be  indexed  on  PubMed 
in  the  future. 

Both  Hypothesis  ant/ JULS  are  free 
and  available  at  the  St.  George  cam- 
pus and  online. 
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million  (U.S.)  upgrade.  The  room  is 
a  10-foot  cube  that  immerses  the 
user  in  eight-channel  audio  and  96- 
megapixel  3-D  images.  The  upgrade, 
C6's  first  since  it  opened  in  2000, 
gives  the  previously-outdated  room 
twice  the  resolution  of  any  other 
virtual  reality  room  in  the  world. 
The  technology  employed  by  the 
C6  is  geared  towards  the  U.S.  mili- 
tary, as  the  Air  Force  hopes  to  use 
virtual  reality  to  allow  operators  to 
control  multiple  unmanned  aerial 
vehicles  remotely,  with  the  aid  of 
visuals  of  the  airspace  around  the 
vehicle,  the  terrain  below,  and  infor- 
mation about  radars  and  weapons 
systems  on  board.  According  to  the 
researchers,  the  "tsunami  of  infor- 
mation" coming  from  the  aerial  vehi- 
cles is  difficult  to  communicate,  and 
a  virtual  space  like  that  provided  by 
the  C6  would  be  the  only  large-scale 
and  immersive  environment  where 
an  operator  can  have  effective  con- 
trol of  the  unmanned  vehicles. 
Source:  Iowa  State  University  news 
service 
—SANDY  HUEN 
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Daggers  of  the  Mind  is  a  provocative 
tale  of  the  psychiatric  professions' 
obsession  with  science.  This  may 
sound  odd,  but  Dr.  Gordon  Warme, 
a  U  of  T  psychiatrist  and  psychoan- 
alyst and  the  book's  author,  wants 
you  to  ask  why.  The  book  questions 
the  deeply  entrenched  medical  as- 
sumptions that  biology  holds  as 
explanations  for  human  behaviour 
and  mental  illness,  and  encourages 
readers  to  resist  "scientism"  and 
become  decisive  players  in  their 
own  mental  health. 

For  years,  psychiatrists  have 
religiously  pursued  the  possible 
biological  roots  of  mental  illness, 
desperately  chasing  biological  ex- 
planations for  schizophrenia,  de- 
pression and  mania  (episodes  of 
high  energy  that  are  usually  associ- 
ated with  bipolar  disorder). 

But  Warme  boldly  disagrees.  He 
asserts  that  no  sufficient  scientific 
evidence  exists  to  indicate  a  natu- 
ral cause  for  the  diseases.  He  even 
goes  as  far  as  calling  mental  illness, 
in  terms  of  being  a  biologically- 
based  disease,  a  myth. 

His  book  Daggers  of  the  Mind  ac- 
cuses psychiatrists  of  misleading 
themselves — and  the  public — into 
believing  that  biology  is  the  ulti- 
mate factor  in  mental  illness. 

Warme's  novel  forces  readers  to 
re-examine  their  own  biases,  argu- 
ing that  viewing  the  world  through 
a  biological  lens  is  a  limited  way  of 
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understanding  human  behaviour. 
He  argues  that  "scientism"  is  the 
new  religion  in  the  West,  and  has 
consequently  encroached  into  the 
psychiatric  profession. 

Daggers  of  the  Mind  denounces 
pharmaceutical  companies  and  ac- 
ademics alike  for  selling  the  public 
on  the  idea  of  mental  "diseases."  Ac- 
cording to  Warme,  no  objective  test 
has  distinguished  between  the  ef- 
fects of  drugs  and  placebo-induced 
improvements  on  mental  illnesses. 

By  discarding  the  assumptions 
of  biological  psychiatry,  Warme  as- 
serts what  he  believes  is  the  truth: 
that  mental  illness  is  an  enigmatic 
psychological  condition  that  still 
bewilders  psychiatrists. 

"Psychiatric  knowledge  is  a  set  of 
tentative  opinions.  When  opinions 
become  unyielding,  they  are  ideolo- 
gy. There  is  no  scientific  knowledge 
of  why  people  act  as  they  do,  nor  is 
there  scientific  knowledge  of  why 
people  respond  well  to  treatment." 

"The  belief  that  psychiatric  dis- 


orders  are  biologically  caused  is  a 
faith  position,  an  ardently  believed 
in  ideology,"  Warme  says  in  his 
book. 

Warme  makes  a  clear  distinction 
between  psychiatry  and  all  other 
branches  of  medicine.  While  the 
latter  can  use  tests  to  determine 
whether  abnormalities  exists,  psy- 
chiatry cannot  test  for  sicknesses 
because  it  is  not  an  "objective"  field 
of  study,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
restricted  to  the  realm  of  science. 

"Anyone,  especially  any  real 
scientist,  understands  the  neces- 
sity of  objective  evidence,"  Warme 
chastised. 


A  self-styled  "half-artist"  as  well 
as  a  clinician,  Warme  uses  personal 
examples  and  case  studies  to  assert 
that  any  form  of  art — whether  op- 
era, a  Shakespearean  play,  or  pop 
music — is  a  placebo  cure  for  human 
suffering.  He  argues  that  "literature 
is  the  best  template  for  human  be- 
havior," because  when  people  con- 
nect with  fictional  characters,  it 
helps  them  understand  themselves 
better.  This  can  be  the  best  thera- 
peutic weapon,  particularly  for 
those  combating  schizophrenia  or 
depression. 

"Art  invites  [people]  to  wrestle 
with  ghosts,"  Warme  said. 

Warme  also  uses  various  cross- 
cultural  case  studies  to  show  the 
reader  how  culture — a  factor  he 
said  biologically-oriented  psychia- 
trists ignore — shapes  human  be- 
haviour. 

Relentlessly  curious,  and  deeply 
skeptical,  Warme  provides  clear 
arguments,  well  aware  that  his  is 
not  a  popular  opinion.  His  can- 
did style  and  brusqueness  reads 
like  an  informal  conversation.  His 
style  is  free  of  the  jargon  that  com- 
monly clutters  the  popular  books 
of  other  medical  writers,  making 
his  book  more  engaging  and  easier 
to  comprehend  than  others  in  its 
field.  Faced  with  the  difficult  task  of 
preaching  against  mainstream  sci- 
ence, Warme  has  written  an  inter- 
esting book  to  introduce  the  public 
to  a  debate  they  may  have  other- 
wise never  considered. 
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Holy  Greil 

Cultural  critic  Greil  Marcus  uncovers  the  meaning  of  America 
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The  Shape  of  Things  to 

Come:  Prophecy 
and  the  American  Voice 

By:  Greil  Marcus 


Faber,  Strauss  and  Giroux 
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Chandler  Levack 

ASSOCIATE  ARTS  EDITOR 


This  west  coast  rock  critic  thinks  he  has  discovered  the  meaning  of  America. 


Any  cultural  critic  worth  their  cough  syrup  ad- 
diction eventually  poses  the  all-important  ques- 
tion, "What  is  the  meaning  of  America?"  How- 
ever, Greil  Marcus,  the  West-coast  dean  of  rock 
criticism,  stands  alone  in  actually  answering  it. 

Marcus  has  a  long-standing  tradition  of  teas- 
ing the  meaning  from  American  music  as  canoni- 
cal as  Elvis  Presley's  "Blue  Suede  Shoes"  (in  his 
1975  hook  Mystery  Train)  and  as  vapid  as  The  Sex 
Pistols'  "Pretty  Vacant"  (1989's  Lipstick  Traces) 
throughout  his  writing  career.  Like  any  seminal 
critic,  he  is  entirely  undiscriminating,  clever  and 
a  fan  above  all,  as  he  delivers  a  viable  framework 
for  investigating  why  a  given  artist  is  culturally 
significant,  and  what  bizarre  intricacies  of  soci- 
ety produced  them. 

Personally,  1  never  really  understood  the  sup- 
posed connections  between  Robert  Johnson 
and  The  White  Stripes  before  I  read  Mystery 
Train.  Marcus  teaches  us  that  the  relationships 
between  the  products  of  U.S.  culture  can  be  as 
tightly  knit  yet  also  as  frayed  as  the  relationships 
within  a  family. 

Better  than  any  before  it,  Marcus's  new  book 
The  Shape  of  Things  to  Come  showcases  the  vital 
contributions  of  the  writer's  curious  mind.  In  the 
book,  partially  culled  from  his  seminar  at  Princ- 
eton university,  Marcus  is  a  veritable  magician 
of  pop  culture,  uncovering  ideology  in  all  sorts 
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of  unexpected  places — such  as  Bill  Pullman's 
enigmatic  performance  in  the  sorely  underrated 
Lost  Highway  and  the  kickass  musicianship  of 
Corinne  Tucker's  Heavens  To  Betsy  (too  valu- 
able to  be  labeled  a  "girl  group") — like  multiply- 
ing rabbits  inside  a  black  velvet  hat. 

While  his  critical  tastes  are  admittedly  a  little 
obtuse,  and  the  contextual  background  lengthy, 
Marcus  makes  us  want  to  love  America.  Blessed- 
ly, he  also  manages  to  shed  light  on  why  America 
doesn't  always  love  us  back. 

Glimpses  of  meaning,  we  soon  find  out,  can 
only  be  viewed  in  fleeting  flashes.  We  find  it 
briefly  in  the  way  Audrey  Home  sock-hops 
to  Angelo  Badalamenti's  music  in  the  middle 
of  a  greasy  spoon  diner  in  the  cult  series  Twin 
Peaks,  or  the  growling  of  an  Olympia-based  "riot 
grrl,"  sweat-slicked  and  heated  onstage.  Marcus 
teaches  us  that  popular  culture  can't  exist  only 
in  the  confines  of  entertainment — it  has  to  reach 
reality  to  ring  true.  This  idea  is  all-pervasive  in 
The  Shape  of  Things  To  Come.  It  revels  equally 
in  Philip  Roth's  narrative  sleaze  and  the  myste- 
rious recesses  of  Pullman's  face.  Oh,  and  that 
pesky  answer  to  that  all-important  question? 
Jot  this  down,  students:  "authentic"  America  is 
both  everywhere  and  nowhere.  But  then  leave 
your  notebooks  at  home  and  see  for  yourself.  If 
Marcus  is  to  be  trusted,  then  by  participating  in 
pop  culture,  we  participate  in  life. 


Jon  Heder  pairs  up 

Injuries,  Will  Ferrell's  B.O.  plagued  Blades  of  Glory  shoot 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


Jon  Heder  doesn't  think  a  lot  has 
changed  since  he  broke  into  the  lime- 
light with  his  awkward  and  outlandish 
performance  in  Napoleon  Dynamite. 

"1  can  eat  at  nicer  places,  as  opposed 
to  Taco  Bell  everyday,"  Heder  remarks 
on  a  conference  call  with  a  perfect 
deadpan — I  think. 

We  may  beg  to  differ.  While  Heder 
certainly  hasn't  done  any  roles  that 
stray  too  far  from  his  Napoleon  Dyna- 
mite character — a  typecast  role  that 
the  actor  does  not  regret — he  is  now 
going  head-to-head  with  some  of  Hol- 
lywood's heavyweights,  such  cis  Billy 
Bob  Thornton  in  School  for  Scoundrels, 
and  most  recently  Will  Ferrell,  in  the 
new  figure-skating  comedy  Blades  of 
Glory. 

In  Blades,  Heder  and  Ferrell  play  two 
fierce  ice-dancing  competitors  forced 
to  team  up,  becoming  the  first  all-male, 
figure-skating  duo.  Heder  mentions 
that  the  competition  between  him  and 


Ferrell  wasn't  strictly  onscreen.  While 
he  admitted  he's  no  match  for  Ferrell's 
comedic  abilities,  Heder  loves  to  rub  in 
how  much  faster  he  picked  up  skating. 

"1  remember  thinking,  'Alright,  Will's 
had  three  extra  weeks  of  training  on 
me,  and  1  could  still  skate  circles  around 
him,'"  he  bragged. 

Off-screen  competition  may  have 
been  the  cause  of  an  accident  that  put 
the  entire  film  in  jeopardy.  Heder  end- 
ed up  breaking  his  ankle  while  training 
a  little  too  aggressively. 

"1  wish  I  could  say  I  was  doing  a  cool 
trick,"  the  actor  lamented,  "but  I  wasn't. 
I  was  spinning  or  at  least  1  was  going 
into  a  spin.  But  my  body  kept  spinning, 
and  my  foot  stayed  planted  in  the  ice.  I 
just  kind  of  crumpled  and  toppled  over, 
and  it  broke.  That  kind  of  messed  up  the 
schedule  for  the  film.  There  were  actu- 
ally a  few  moments  where  we  thought 
that  maybe  it  was  going  to  get  canned." 

But  Heder  proved  resilient  and  got 
back  on  the  ice  as  soon  as  he  healed 
in  order  to  complete  the  film.  He  joked 
that  he  had  thoughts  about  sabotaging 


Ferrell's  equipment  so  that  he  could 
see  what  it  was  like  to  fall  and  suffer. 
However,  a  broken  ankle  isn't  the  only 
thing  Heder  endured  on  set. 

"1  think  I  got  a  whiff  of  B.O.  once," 
Heder  commented  while  describing 
the  up-close-and-personal  pairs  skat- 
ing with  Ferrell.  He  prefers  not  to  dwell 
on  the  memory,  however.  "Naturally 
there  was  going  to  be  some  male  musk 
in  the  room." 

With  all  that  behind  him,  Heder  has 
something  new  to  look  forward  to,  in 
addition  to  a  host  of  new  film  projects. 
His  wife  is  expecting  their  first  child,  so 
Heder,  fast  approaching  the  age  of  30,  is 
on  the  brink  of  something  new. 

"I'm  gearing  up  for  it,"  the  actor  com- 
ments on  the  new  arrival.  "It  amazes 
me  to  think  what  life  would  be  like  after. 
It's  just  kind  of  like  having  this  extend- 
ed visitor  at  your  house,  who's  going 
to  stay  with  you  for  most  of  the  rest  of 
your  life." 

Blades  of  Glory  opens  nationwide  this 
Friday. 


Figure  skating  arch-rivals  find  themselves  too  close  for  comfort  in  this  uplifting  comedy. 
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Spotlight  on  suburbia 

New  film  examines  the  banal  culture  void  of  the  'burbs 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


When  CBC  radio  reporter  Jim  Brown 
and  Canadian  indie  film  director 
Gary  Burns  {Waydowntowii)  decid- 
ed to  embark  on  a  project  together, 
they  only  had  to  look  slightly  past 
their  own  backyards. 

While  suburban  sprawl  has  been 
proliferating  at  the  boundaries  of 
most  major  cities  for  decades,  the 
directors  decided  to  investigate 
matters  in  their  hometown  of  Cal- 
gary, where  planned  communities 
lure  individuals  into  tiny,  imperson- 
al, monocultural  cells — complete 
with  cloned  homes  and  vehicles — 
that  alienate  and  endanger  healthy 
forums  of  social  interaction. 

Their  film  Radiant  City,  which 
nabbed  a  spot  on  the  Toronto  Film 
Festival's  Canada's  Top  Ten  of  2006, 
focuses  on  the  Moss  family,  a  pack 
of  brain-dead  suburbanites  who  are 
about  as  generic  as  the  brick  for- 
tress they  live  in.  While  the  Moss 
children  mill  about  on  the  deso- 
late and  homogeneous  neighbour- 
hood streets,  their  father,  Evan,  is 
stuck  in  commuter  traffic,  and  their 
housewife  mom,  Ann,  obsesses 
over  mundane  details. 

Brown  and  Burns  brood  over  all 
the  facets  of  suburban  living,  from 
the  necessity  of  a  car — crucial  for 
getting  anywhere  important  or  in- 
teresting— to  the  divided  nature  of 
the  family  living  quarters.  During 
a  recent  stop  in  Toronto,  the  direc- 
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tors  discussed  the  reasons  people 
choose  to  live  in  cookie-cutter  bed- 
room communities. 

"Everyone's  talking  about  and 
the  prices  of  houses,"  said  Burns. 
"But  nobody  talks  about  the  kinds 
of  houses,  or  the  choices  that  come 
with  the  house.  You're  going  to  have 
to  drive  forever  to  get  to  work  with 
traffic,  and  you're  going  to  have  to 
drive  your  kids  everywhere. 

"We  talk  so  much  about  real  es- 
tate and  houses,  but  we  talk  so  little 
about  the  kinds  of  communities  that 
we're  building.  So  hopefully  some 
people  will  walk  out  of  this  film  and 
at  least  start  that  conversation." 

Brown  adds  that  suburbia  is  sold 
as  a  lie,  posing  as  a  form  of  commu- 
nity life  as  half-baked  and  silly  as 
the  development's  name. 

"Everyone  has  a  hard  time  saying 
the  name  of  their  suburban  commu- 
nity," Brown  joked.  "They're  a  little 
embarrassed  of  it.  You  know,  i  live 


SUBURBAN  SUBMISSION:  Jim  Brown  and  Gary  Burns  want  to  talk  you  out  of  moving  to 
Newmarket. 


in  Copperfield  or  Scenic  Acres,"  he 
quipped. 

The  manipulation  inherent  in 
suburban  neighbourhoods'  mas- 
querade as  distinct  communities  is 
something  that  Brown  and  Burns 
reflect  on  with  the  divisive  nature 
of  this  film. 

The  directors  also  interview  a 
host  of  intellectuals  who  offer  in- 
sights on  suburban  developments, 
including  two  University  of  Toronto 
philosophy  professors,  Mark  Kin- 
gwell and  Joseph  Heath. 

Burns  comments  on  how  the 


directors  never  actually  planned 
to  feature  Kingwell  in  their  film, 
but  when  the  professor  arrived  in 
Calgary  for  an  urban  forum,  they 
jumped  at  the  opportunity  to  speak 
with  him.  As  it  turned  out,  a  signifi- 
cant swath  of  Radiant  City  is  given 
over  to  Kingwell's  insights. 

Brown  and  Burns  mused  over 
how  little  time  Kingwell  actually 
spent  with  them — just  long  enough 
for  the  interview. 

"Gary  and  I  actually  spent  months 
with  Mark  Kingwell — in  the  editing 
room.  Mark  Kingwell  spent  fifteen 


minutes  with  us." 

Brown  and  Burns  sought  out 
professor  Heath,  after  hearing  him 
speak  on  the  CBC  Radio  One  pro- 
gram Ideas. 

"Heath  had  written  a  book  called 
The  Rebel  Sell,  which  I  had  read  and 
really  enjoyed,"  Brown  recalled.  "1 
heard  him  on  Ideas,  right  when  we 
were  looking  for  experts.  I  didn't 
know  who  he  was  at  first,  and  I  was 
listening  to  what  he  was  saying.  He 
was  talking  about  the  way  people 
are  manipulated  to  buy  certain 
things.  I'm  listening  to  him  and  at 
the  same  time  I'm  trying  to  think, 
'Who  could  we  get  for  this  film?' 
And  then  all  of  a  sudden  I  realized, 
hang  on,  what  this  guy  is  saying 
would  be  great  for  the  film." 

Brown  also  acknowledges  that 
Heath  ended  up  altering  the  mes- 
sage of  Radiant  City  by  suggesting 
that  every  social  danger  the  film 
points  out  about  suburbia  is  already 
common  knowledge. 

"He  in  a  sense  flipped  the  message 
around,"  Brown  comments.  "His  ar- 
gument was  that  people  know  what 
they're  doing  when  they  move  out 
here.  People  aren't  stupid.  They 
want  a  big  house.  They  want  a  big 
lawn.  And  that's  just  what  they're 
getting." 

And  maybe  that  is  what's  most 
scary  about  Radiant  City.  It  suggests 
that  the  manipulation  of  the  subur- 
ban community  isn't  a  big  secret. 
It's  that,  in  reality,  we've  gone  past 
the  point  of  caring. 


University  of  Toronto  Dance  Coalition  &  Hart  House  Theatre  present  the  12th  annual 
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Fantastic  Four 


PERRY  KING  previews  a  Final  Four  for  the  ages 


There  is  no  more  exciting  place 
to  be  this  weeicend  than  Atlan- 
ta, Georgia.  The  Superdome 
will  play  host  to  four  teams  that  all 
have  a  very  good  chance  of  winning 
the  NCAA  college  basketball  cham- 
pionship. 

So  far  this  year,  March  Madness 
has  been  quite  entertaining.  Much 
to  the  disappointment  of  basket- 
ball historians  who  wanted  to  see 
George  Mason  make  it  this  year,  Cin- 
derellas  are  nowhere  to  be  seen.  On 
the  other  hand,  we  have  seen  very 
good  close  endings,  and  even  some 
overtime  play.  One  can  guarantee 
that  this  year's  Final  Four  will  be  the 
most  unpredictable  in  years. 

Midwest  representative  and  de- 
fending champions  the  Florida 
University  Gators  are  looking  for  a 
repeat.  They  will  be  facing  the  West- 
ern representatives,  the  University 
of  California  Los  Angeles  Bruins, 
in  the  most  anticipated  rematch  in 
recent  memory.  The  other  match 
features  the  North  Carolina-trounc- 
ing Georgetown  University  Hoyas  of 
the  East  region.  They  will  be  locking 
horns  with  the  team  that  has  been 
projected  most  frequently  to  win  it 


all:  the  Ohio  State  University  Buck- 
eyes of  the  South  region.  The  Final 
Four  teams  consist  of  seeds  no  lower 
than  the  two-spot,  and  each  has  a 
great  coach. 


The  ultimate  rematch: 
Florida  vs.  UCLA 

For  the  second  time  in  March  Mad- 
ness history,  the  first  in  three 
decades,  the  defending  national 
champion  will  be  facing  last  year's 


BROWN  makes  the 
differenGB  for  you,  i 
so  that  you  can  do  |^ 
the  same  for  others.! 


Now  that  you've  graduated  with  a  degree  in  Psychology  or  Sociology,  you  may 
be  looking  for  an  opportunity  to  develop  an  area  of  specialization.  Our  postgraduate 
and  fast-track  programs  take  your  theoretical  knowledge  and  lets  you  apply  it  in 
a  hands-on  learning  environment.  With  our  wide  range  of  agency  and  community 
contacts,  you'll  gain  experience  in  the  field  that  leads  to  jobs  -  90%  of  our 
graduates  get  a  job  within  six  months.  Visit  us  online  to  sign  up  for  an  information 
session  today,  and  we'll  get  you  ready  to  make  a  difference. 


To  register  for  your  information  session, 
go  to  georgebrown.ca/infosessions 

For  program  information, 

go  to  georgebrown.ca/postgrad 


GEORGE 
BROWN 


runner-up.  But  there's  even  more 
to  this  story.  Florida  will  also  shoot 
for  a  second  championship  with  the 
very  same  starting  five  from  last 
year.  They  will  also  be  the  first  team 
since  the  Blue  Devils  in  the  early 
1990s  to  attempt  a  repeat. 

But  apart  from  that,  this  could  be 
one  heck  of  a  defensive  struggle. 
UCLA  is  known  for  their  team's  de- 
fense. For  Florida,  the  key  is  inside 
play  with  their  guards.  They  were 
sleepy  against  Oregon  in  the  Elite 
8,  but  woke  up  after  the  guard  play, 
particularly  with  sniper  shots  from 
Lee  Humphrey.  UCLA  will  have  their 
hands  full.  It's  hard  to  say  how  this 
match  will  turn  out,  but  I'll  give  cred- 
it where  credit  is  due:  Florida  will 
take  it  in  a  low-scoring  game. 

Final  score  prediction:  Florida  63,  UCLA  58. 


Battle  of  the  seven-footers: 
Georgetown  vs. 
Ohio  State 


Everyone  is  talking  about  the  most 
anticipated  individual  match-up  in 
college  ball  this  year:  OSU's  Greg 
Oden  versus  Georgetown's  Roy  Hib- 
bert.  The  two  seven-foot  centres 
make  the  people  around  them  look 
like  schoolchildren.  This  match-up 
could  dictate  the  rest  of  the  game, 
and  give  us  a  clue  to  what  the  tem- 
po may  be.  This  game  is  potentially 
more  offensive  than  not  on  both 
sides.  OSU  has  great  guards  in  Ron 
Lewis  and  Mike  Conley,  Jr.  and  could 
shoot  the  lights  out.  Georgetown 
has  great  players  in  Jonathan  Wal- 
lace and  Patrick  Ewing,  Jr.  Whoever 
wins  out  of  this  game  will  deserve  it, 
but  the  key  is  their  big  men. 

Final  score  prediction:  Ohio  State  84, 
Georgetown  90. 

The  Finals 

These  finals  next  Monday  night  are 
going  to  be  a  joy  to  watch.  There  is  a 
guarantee  of  contrasting  basketball 
styles,  and  the  game  may  be  lop- 
sided. National  championships  are 
often  anti-climactic,  but  they  can  be 
real  nail-biters.  With  the  last  four  re- 
maining, I  have  no  doubt  we  can  ex- 
pect close  games  this  weekend.  For 
my  money,  Florida  and  Georgetown 
will  face  off.  Georgetown — and  I  take 
a  risk  picking  them — will  win  it  all. 

Final  Score:  Georgetown  81,  Florida  79. 


Top:  Joakim  Noah  and  the  Florida  Gators  hope  to  dunk  away  UCLA.  Bottom:  Roy  Hibbert 
and  his  Georgetown  Hoyas  face  Ohio  St.  this  weekend. 
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U  of  T  in  Final  Four? 


Christophe  Poirier 

SPORTS  EDITOR 


It's  a  hypothetical  situation  that 
will  never  come  to  pass,  for  U  of 
T  or  any  other  collegiate  Canadian 
basketball  team.  And  it's  certainly 
a  lofty  premise  for  a  program  that 
has  not  won  the  Ontario  Universi- 
ty Athletic  Tournament  in  a  dozen 
years.  But  still — what  would  hap- 
pen if  Blues  Basketball  entered 
the  celebrated  NCAA  realm  of  64? 
Where  would  they  finish?  Would 
they  even  qualify? 

The  short  answer  is  No.  This 
year's  team,  finishing  16-9  and 
losing  to  Ottawa  69-68  in  the  OUA 
quarterfinals,  would  not  have 
made  the  NCAA  tournament.  But 
the  long  answer?  They  had  a  better 
chance  than  most  would  think. 

With  a  veteran  starting  five  of 
Mike  De  Giorgio,  Dwayne  Grant, 
Ben  Katz,  Mohammad  Safarza- 
deh,  and  Mike  Williams,  the  Blues 
lineup  is  too  undersized  to  battle 
with  the  towers,  like  Ohio  St.'s 
Greg  Oden,  or  Georgetown's  Roy 
Hibbert,  or  Florida's  Joakim  Noah. 
Of  course,  no  one  playing  south 
of  the  border  can  handle  them  ei- 
ther, as  all  three  are  in  Saturday's 
Final  Four  and  are  expected  to  be 
NBA  Lottery  Picks. 

The  Blues'  largest  presence  from 
the  starting  five  is  Williams,  listed 
at  6'6  and  200  pounds  and  was 
named  the  league's  best  defensive 
player.  Next  up  would  be  Safarza- 
deh,  at  6'4  and  200  lbs.  Both  play- 
ers are  forwards  who  see  a  lot  of 
action  in  the  paint,  and  both  play 
hybrid  variations  of  the  tradition- 
al centre  and  power  forward  posi- 
tions. Nick  Snow,  the  Blues'  sixth 
man  this  year,  with  his  6'7  and  220 
frame,  is  the  largest  presence  in  a 
U  of  T  jersey.  If  U  of  T  ran  the  floor 
with  all  three,  the  trio  would  offer 
the  Blues  a  better-than-decent  in- 
side presence,  masking  the  height 
deficiencies  with  three  bodies  that 
can  bang  in  the  paint  for  rebounds 
and  put-backs. 

Elsewhere  on  the  court,  Katz 
and  his  solid  shooting  percent- 
ages would  lead  U  of  T's  charge 
from  the  perimetre.  Averaging  49 
per  cent  from  the  floor,  and  better 
than  43  per  cent  from  three-point 
land,  with  the  game  on  the  line, 
he  would  be  the  Blues'  best  bet  to 
nail  one  from  outside  waters. 

As  for  players  who  can  attack 
the  basket.  Grant  and  his  athletic 
6'2,  175-lb,  build  would  be  able  to 
slash  to  the  hoop  and  create  shots 
for  his  teammates.  Grant  would 
have  to  work  on  his  free-throw 
percentage,  which  hovers  around 
55. 

Every  team  needs  a  court  gener- 
al, someone  to  call  the  plays,  reset 
the  offence  and  control  the  tempo. 
For  the  Blues,  De  Giorgio  has  filled 
that  position  throughout  his  play- 
ing career.  His  shooting  percent- 
ages are  off  the  mark — around  30 
per  cent  from  both  the  floor  and 
the  arc — but  he  makes  his  free 
throws  80  per  cent  of  the  time, 
all  while  averaging  five  assists  a 
game. 

The  Blues  have  the  formula  the 
tournament  needs — a  banging  in- 
side presence,  more-than-capable 
outside  shooting,  and  players  who 
can  create  their  own  shots  and 
make  the  opposition  pay  from  the 
line. 

At  the  start  of  every  season, 
U  of  T  plays   NCAA  Division-1 


Does  Men's  Basketball,  here  setting  a  play  during  the  season,  have  what  it  takes  for 
March  Madness? 


schools.  During  the  pre-season 
tournaments,  the  Blues  have  had 
a  mixed  bag  of  success.  They  de- 
feated Lipscomb  University  84-77 
here  on  Sept.  2.  The  Lipscomb 
Bison  (18-13),  finished  fourth  in 
their  Atlantic  Sun  Conference, 
whose  representative  to  the  NCAA 
Tournament  was  Belmont  Univer- 
sity (23-10).  They  were  a  15-seed, 
losing  to  Georgetown  in  the  first 
round  80-55. 
The  Blues  also  played  and  lost  to 


Oakland  University  75-62  Sept.  3. 
The  Oakland  Grizzlies  (19-14)  lost  to 
Oral  Roberts  67-71  in  the  Mid-Conti- 
nent Conference  Tournament  finals. 
Oral  Roberts  was  in  March  Madness 
as  a  14-seed,  losing  70-54  to  third- 
seed  Washington  State. 

So  the  Blues  are,  at  best,  a  16-seed. 
Which  makes  them  good  enough 
to  be  dominated  by  a  top-seed  in 
the  first  week  of  the  tournament. 
Hopefully,  someday,  we'll  be  lucky 
enough  to  get  that  chance. 
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How  to  get  a  job. 
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Atheist  claims  assault  was  ^hate  crime' 


U  of  T  grad  roughed 
up  at  Ryerson 


Megan  Hall 


Should  an  assault  on  an  atheist  ac- 
tivist be  prosecuted  as  a  religious 
hate  crime?  After  being  attacked 
at  Ryerson  university  last  Tuesday, 
Justin  Trottier  thinks  so. 

"They  should  be  prosecuted  the 
same  as  if  a  member  of  a  religious 
minority  had  been  targeted,"  said 
the  24-year-old  U  of  T  graduate  of 
the  two  young  men  he  said  attacked 
him.  "1  just  want  consistency." 

Trottier,  a  leader  of  the 
Freethought  Association  of  Canada 
and  an  outspoken  atheist,  said  he 
was  assaulted  on  Tuesday  night 
as  he  and  a  colleague,  Peter  Aruja, 
were  hanging  posters  advertising  a 
lecture  by  Victor  Stenger,  author  of 
God:  The  Failed  Hypothesis. 

Two  men  approached  them  and 
asked  for  a  poster.  Trottier  said 
that  he  and  his  friend  gave  them 
one  and  continued  walking.  He  al- 
leges that  the  man  who  took  the 
poster  mumbled  under  his  breath 
and  threw  the  poster  to  the  ground, 
at  which  Trottier  yelled  back,  "You 
could  have  recycled  that." 

Twenty  minutes  later,  the  two 
men  approached  Trottier  in  the 
tunnels  underneath  the  university. 
He  recalled  the  men  being  out  of 
breath,  as  if  they  had  been  running. 
Trottier  claims  the  two  men  initi- 
ated a  fight. 

"The  first  individual  smacked  me 


4 


Justin  Trottier  inside  Ryerson  University's  Jorgenson  Hall,  where  he  was  attacked  last  Tuesday  night  while  he  and  a  colleague  put  up 
posters  like  the  one  above  for  an  upcoming  talk.  "It  has  the  most  controversial  title  we've  had,  that's  for  sure,"  Trottier  said. 


in  the  face  twice  and  said  'watch 
your  smart  mouth.'  I  said,  'Don't 
touch  me,'  at  which  point  he  head- 
butted me  hard  in  the  face." 

Trottier's  nose  was  cut  by  the 
brim  of  one  of  their  hats. 

When  the  police  reached  the 
scene  30  minutes  after  Trottier 
called  911,  the  perpetrators  had 
fled.  With  no  other  witnesses  to  the 
assault,  the  two  alleged  assailants 
have  not  been  caught. 

Though  he  said  he  considers  it 


an  isolated  event,  Trottier  voiced 
concerns  that  the  attack  would  be 
taken  too  lightly.  He  said  he  be- 
lieves the  assault  was  motivated  by 
the  same  hatred  and  stereotyping 
as  Islamophobic  or  anti-Semitic  at- 
tacks. 

"I  think  they  thought  we  were 
arrogant  atheists,"  Trottier  said 
yesterday.  "Are  they  saying  that  we 
can't  have  our  own  beliefs?" 

Ryerson  officials  and  the  Toronto 
Police  Department  are  treating  the 


incident  as  an  assault,  but  Trottier 
calls  it  a  premeditated  hate  crime. 

"This  happens  all  the  time  to  oth- 
er belief  groups.  Why  should  an  at- 
tack on  an  atheist  not  be  taken  with 
the  same  level  of  seriousness?"  he 
asked. 

Trottier  compared  the  attack 
against  him  to  the  attacks  on  Mus- 
lim students  at  U  of  T  last  spring, 
referring  to  a  report  on  Islamopho- 

SEE  ATHEIST'  -  PG  2 


Africa's  beacon 
offers  hope 


Liberian  president  visits  Hart  House 


Josephine  Lee 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


The  first  female  leader  in  Africa, 
Ellen  Johnson-Sirleaf  has  been 
hailed  by  many  as  an  inspiration  to 
women  and  youth  everywhere.  Her 
speech  in  Hart  House's  Great  Hall 
last  Thursday  drew  a  crowd  of  over 
200,  including  a  number  of  other 
political  celebrities.  Stephen  Lewis, 
the  former  U.N.  special  envoy  for 
HIV/AIDS  in  Africa,  was  in  the  audi- 
ence, alongside  Liberal  MP  Belinda 
Stronach  and  U  of  T  chancellor  and 
former  Ontario  Premier  David  Peter- 
son. 

U  of  T  president  David  Naylor  and 
Ontario  premier  Dalton  McGuinty 


both  gave  introductory  remarks, 
McGuinty  taking  a  moment  to  quote 
a  BBC  news  statement  praising  John- 
son-Sirleaf for  the  progress  she  has 
brought  to  Liberia  in  recent  years. 

Flanked  by  U  of  T,  Canadian,  Brit- 
ish and  Liberian  flags,  Sirleaf  com- 
manded the  podium  throughout  her 
address.  She  pledged  that  Liberia's 
government  would  follow  an  "in- 
terim poverty  reduction  measure" 
that  seeks  reform  through  four  ma- 
jor pathways:  national  security,  eco- 
nomic revitalization,  education,  and 
strengthened  government  and  law. 

Liberia,  Africa's  oldest  republic, 
finally  saw  the  end  of  a  14-year  long 
civil  war  in  2003.  Since  then,  it  has 
slowly  been  trying  to  rebuild  its 


Liberian  president  Ellen  Johnson-Sirleaf  spoke  at  Hart  House  last  Thursday,  in  the  middle  of 
a  two-day  visit  to  Canada  which  included  a  chat  with  the  PM  (who  had  initially  demurred). 


shattered  economy.  Sirleaf  spoke 
of  optimism  returning  to  people 
when  traffic  lights  and  street  lamps, 
which  have  been  off  for  15  years, 
were  switched  on  again.  Many  Libe- 
rians,  she  remarked,  are  too  young 
to  ever  remember  them  ever  work- 
ing before. 

Sirleaf  was  in  Canada  to  seek  the 
same  debt  relief  that  is  extended 
to  many  other  African  nations.  She 
hopes  that,  with  the  end  of  her 


country's  civil  war,  Canada  will  now 
consider  Liberia  an  eligible  candi- 
date for  "priority"  bilateral  assis- 
tance once  more.  She  stressed  that, 
without  assistance,  Liberia  could 
lapse  back  into  strife. 

"We  know  that  post-war  countries 
are  very  likely  to  fall  back  into  war. 
We  are  determined  to  fight  against 
the  cancer  of  corruption,"  she  stat- 

SEE  LIBERIAN  PREZ'-PG4 
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Khogali's 
contract 
seals  the 
deal 


Unite  UTM,  a  slate  of  candidates 
spearheaded  by  Walied  Khogali,  has 
swept  the  six  executive  positions 
on  the  University  of  Toronto  Mis- 
sissauga  Students'  Union.  Khogali 
will  take  over  as  UTMSU  president, 
Anita  Chauhan  as  VP  academics 
&  equity,  Wasah  Malik  as  VP  cam- 
paigns &  advocacy,  Ishani  Sharma 
as  VP  campus  life,  Teji  Billen  as  VP 
human  resources,  and  Kristian  Jur- 
lewicz  as  VP  operations. 

A  keystone  of  the  Khogali  slate's 
campaign  was  a 
so-called  "con- 
tract with  stu- 
dents," which 
featured  no  few- 
er than  22  cam- 
paign promises. 
These  ranged 
from  the  general 
("lobby  to  reduce 
tuition  fees  and 
parking  fees") 
to  the  specific 
("50  per  cent  de- 
crease of  club  rental  fee  at  the  Blind 
Duck"). 

The  contract  stipulates  that  if 
Unite  UTM  does  not  fulfill  "our  mis- 
sion," the  execs  would  hand  back 
100  per  cent  of  their  salaries  to 
students  through  bursaries.  In  con- 
trast. Your  Team,  which  swept  SAC 
elections  last  month,  pledged  to  re- 
turn five  per  cent  of  her  salaries  if 
a  series  of  six  "guarantees"  are  not 
met. 

Khogali,  who  was  VP  UTM  at  SAC 
last  year,  is  upbeat  about  meeting 
the  contract's  22  conditions.  "It's 
gonna  happen,"  Khogali  asserted. 
-MIKEGHENU 

Slates  rule,  OK? 

The  votes  are  in  at  York  University, 
and  it's  another  sweep  by  a  single 
slate.  A  team  of  candidates  led  by 
Hamid  Osman,  running  under  the 
banner  York  Undivided,  took  the 
five  executive  positions.  But  the  los- 
ing slate,  called  Reality  Check,  has 
made  allegations  of  vote  tampering, 
and  are  seeking  to  have  the  results 
annulled. 

The  outcome  of  the  vote  at  York 
means  that  slates  have  swept  un- 
dergraduate student  union  elec- 
tions at  all  Toronto-area  universi- 
ties, including  Ryerson,  U  of  T,  and 
UTM — with  the  sole  exception  of 
UTSC,  where  slates  are  banned. 
-M.G. 


Walied  Khogali: 
a  student  leader 
makes  his  voice 
heard 
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West  Eidantt. 
ElavitorSTTY 


Your  student  centre! 


CHAMBER  STRINGS 
SPRING  CONCERT 

With  Conduaor  Paul  McCulloch. 
April  2nd  at  8pm  in  the  Great  Hall.  Free! 


HOCKEY  NIGHT  AT 
HART  HOUSE 

Leafs  vs.  Flyers  on  ^e  Arbor  Roon)'s  BIG  SCREEN! 
April  3rd  at  7:30pn\ 


HART  HOUSE 
READING  SERIES 

join  us  for  readings  by  George  Elliott  Clarke  and 
Kim  Barry  Brunhuber. 
April  3rd  at  7pm  in  the  hiart  House  Library. 


$5  BUCK  LUNCH 

Join  us  for  t/ie  last  5-Buck  Lunch  of  the  year! 
Sponsored  by  the 
RoUnan  School  of  Management 
April  4th  from  I  l  :45am-2pm  in  the  Great  Hall. 


INTUIT  WEDNESDAYS 

East  Common  Room  from  noon  -  1:30pm 
THIS  WEEK:  Wrap-up  Focus  Group.We  need  to 
hear  from  you!  Tell  us  about  your  experiences  getting 
involved,  what  worked,  what  didn't  and  your  ideas  for 
t/je  Intuit  program  for  2007-08. 


YUKYUK'S  COMEDY 
NIGHT 

The  laughs  are  on  tJie  House! 
April  4th  at  8:30pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Free. 


WORLDS  OF  MUSIC 
WRAP  PARTY 

April  5fh  at  8:30pm  in  the  Arbor  Room. 
Free.  All  welcome. 


PROJECTIONS 

A  survey  of  projection-based  art  in  Canada 
1 964-2007  organized  by 
the  justina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery. 
Opening  in  four  University  ofToronto  galleries  on 

Sunday  8  April,  I  -  4  pm. 
I  pm  8t  2  pm:  Buses  depart  from  Hart  House 
to  Blackwood  Gallery  (UTM) 
and  Doris  McCarthy  Gallery  (UTS) 
4  -  6  pm:  Reception  at  the  University  of 
Toronto  Art  Centre. 


raffjidPestgrr 


Rich  listatUofT1,892-long'^ 


Last  year  1,892  U  of  T  employees 
earned  more  than  $100,000  or  more. 
In  fact,  about  half  this  number  made 
up  to  $139,000. 

Each  year  the  Ontario  Govern- 
ment's Ministry  of  Finance  is  re- 
quired to  compile  and  publish  a  list 
regarding  any  public  sector  employ- 
ees who  earned  a  salary  of  $100,000 
or  more. 

Entitled  the  Public  Sector  Salary 
Disclosure,  the  document  provides 
information  on  employees  of  local 
governments,  energy  companies 
(like  Hydro  One),  school  boards, 
hospitals,  ministries,  legislative  of- 
fices and  non-governmental  agen- 
cies given  extensive  funding  from 
the  province.  The  goal  of  the  docu- 
ment seeks  to  provide  clearer  de- 
tails to  the  public  on  the  allocation 
and  spending  of  taxpayer  funds. 

Since  the  Public  Disclosure  Act 
was  passed  in  1996,  Ontario  univer- 
sities and  colleges  have  also  been 
required  to  participate  in  this  list. 
U  of  T's  inclusion  offers  up  some 
interesting  facts  about  the  top-paid 
employees  at  Canada's  largest  uni- 
versity: 

•  The  list  reveals  the  highest  paid  lec- 
turer at  U  of  T  is  currently  Syed  Ahmed 
of  the  management  department, 


//THE  $300,000  CLUB 

Who 

What  they  do 

06  Salary 

Felix  Chee 

CEO  and  president  of  UTM 

$539,654 

John  Lyon 

Managing  director,  investment  strategy 

$408,741 

Vivek  Goel 

Vice-president  and  provost 

$374,767 

David  Naylor 

U  of  T  president 

$374,220 

Roger  Martin 

Dean,  Rotman  School 

$357,875 

Catharine  Whiteside 

Dean,  medicine 

$351,000 

Aled  Edwards 

CEO  Structural  Genomics  Consortium 

$339,999 

GlenWhyte 

Organizational  behaviour  prof. 

$336,598 

Dilfp  Soman 

Marketing  prof. 

$328,501 

Thomas  McCurdy  Finance  prof. 

$325,673 

John  Hull 

Finance  prof. 

$320,278 

Peter  Pauly 

Vice-dean,  research  &  academic  resources 

$320,078 

Joel  Baum 

Strategic  management  prof. 

$316,565 

John  Challis 

Vice-president  research 

$313,066 

Brian  Golden 

Strategic  management  prof. 

$307,540 

earning  $203,514  in  2006.  The  high- 
est earning  librarian  at  U  of  T  is  Carole 
Moore,  with  a  paid  salary  of  $210,613. 

•  The  chart  above  is  compiled  of  the 
top  15  earners  among  the  staff  and 
faculty  at  U  of  T  from  2006.  These 
employees  have  the  distinction  of 
being  the  only  U  of  T  salaries  to 
reach  or  succeed  $300,000.  Com- 
bined, the  total  amount  of  these 


earnings  is  $5,314,559. 

In  contrast  to  President  David  Naylor's 
2006  earnings  (of  $374,200)  Last 
year  McMaster  University  President  and 
Vice-Chancellor  Peter  George  raked  in 
$422,945.04.  In  the  first  year  of  this 
document's  release,  in  1996,  then-U 
of  T  president  Robert  Prichard  pocketed 
$200,538. 
-KAREN  HO 


'ATHEIST'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

bia  on  Ontario  campuses  recently 
released  by  the  Canadian  Federa- 
tion of  Students. 

"This  stuff  that's  happened  to  us 
is  that  same  kind  of  stuff  outlined  in 
that  report,"  he  said. 

Student  leaders  have  stopped 
short  of  using  the  word  "hate." 

"There's  no  doubt  he  was  target- 
ed for  his  beliefs,"  said  SAC  chair- 
person Jen  Hassum.  Still,  she  dis- 
agreed with  Trottier's  calling  the 
assault  a  hate  crime. 


"That  definition  isn't  for  us  to 
discuss.  It's  a  legal  term,"  Hassum 
said. 

SAC  will,  however,  be  issuing  a 
message  of  solidarity  to  express 
concern  over  the  incident. 

The  Toronto  Secular  Alliance, 
a  student  group  started  at  U  of  T 
in  2005,  has  now  grown  into  the 
Freethought  Association  of  Canada, 
which  is  now  the  primary  represen- 
tative group  for  secular  humanists 
in  Toronto. 

"We  think  that  all  belief  systems 
should  be  treated  equally,"  Trottier 


said.  "That's  one  of  the  central  te- 
nets of  secularism." 

According  to  Trottier,  posters  ad- 
vertising his  group's  talks  on  the  U 
of  T  and  Ryerson  campuses  have 
been  torn  down  in  the  past.  He 
claimed  that  the  problem  has  been 
worse  than  usual  at  Ryerson  this 
year,  with  his  posters  being  torn 
down  down  as  fast  as  they  could  be 
tacked  up. 

"The  worst  thing  they  could  have 
done  would  have  been  to  rip  down 
our  posters,  but  now  they  have  giv- 
en us  a  story  to  tell." 
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MANYA 

A  Living  History  of  Marie  Curie 

by  Susan  Marie  Frontczak,  Storysmilh® 

A  one-woman  theatrical  performance  exploring  the 
life  of  Marie  Curie,  best  known  for  the  discovery  of 
radium  and  radioactivity  and  winner  of  Nobel  Prizes 
in  Physics  and  Chemistry.  Her  story  is  a  compelling 
journey  from  childhood  political  oppression  to  fame, 
and  eventually  tragedy  mixed  with  greater  worldwide 
prominence  as  a  scientific  leader. 

Wednesday,  April  11,  2007  •  7:30  p.m. 
Isabel  Bader  Theatre,  93  Charles  Street  West 
Free  Admission  •  General  Seating 


Presented  by  the  Depaitment  of  Physics  at  the 
University  of  roronto.  For  more  information,  visit 
wwvv.physics.utoronto.ca  or  call  416-978-2933. 
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In  Memoriam 

The  Soldiers'  Tower  Committee 
of  the 

University  of  Toronto  Alunini  Association 
remembers  those  Jrom  UofT 
who  made  the  ultimate  sacrifice 
at  the 

Battle  of  Vimy  Ridge 
April  9  -  12,  1917  during  The  Great  War 

Visit  the  Metnorial  Room  in  the  Soldiers'  Tower, 
1-3  p.  m.  from  April  9  -  12,  2007. 

Carillon  concerts  April  9,  ll  a.m.  -  12  noon  &  1:30  -  2:30  p.m. 

ALBERT  EDWARD  BRIGHT  March  9,  1891  -April  9,  1917 

University  College  1913-16,  Knox  College,  Canadian  Officers  Training  Corps 

WILLIAM  GEORGE  BUTSON  ]uly  24,  1892  ^  April  9,  1917 
Education  1912-13 

WALTER  HENRY  COOPER  April  12,  1917 

Trinity  College  School,  Trinirj'  Mcdiail  (College  1  886-7 

ARTHUR  RAMSAY  CREIGHTON  August  21,  1894  -  April  12,  1917 

University  College  1910-11,  Law  student 

WILLL\M  HENDERSON  GREGORY  March  4,  1890 -April 9,  1917 
University  College  1908-11,  1912-13,  B.A.,  WyclifFe  College,  Anglican  Ministr>^ 

REGINALD  HEBER  MANNING  JOLLIFFE  Nov.  24, 1893 -April 9, 1917 

Victoria  College  1913-14,  Canadian  Officers  Training  Corps 

ERNEST  REECE  KAPPELE  June  25,  1893 -April  9,  1917 
University  College  1910-12,  Law  School 

SIDNEY  JAMES  LUCK  May  9  1889 -April  9  1917 
Victoria  College  1915-16 

GEORGE  GEOFFREY  MAY  September  25,  1893  -  April  9,  1917 

Univcrsiiy  College  191 1-15,  B.A.  (Pol.  Sc.),  Canadian  Officers  Training  Corps 

NORMAN  HOWARD  PAWI.EY  December  18,  1888  -  April  12,  1917 
Ontario  Agricultural  CoUege  U  of  T  1909-1 1.  1913-15,  B.S.A. 

REGINALD  DAVID  TURNBULL  January 23,  1890 -April 9,  1917 
University  College  1909-13,  BA  (Phil.).  Knox  College,  prcparir^  for  Presbyterian  Ministry 

THOMAS  NEWELL  VICKERS  April  19,  1890 -April  9,  1917 
Applied  Science  1908-1 1,  Diploma  (Civ.  Eng.  Hon.) 

For  more  informarion  email:  soidiers.tower^^utoronto.ca,  rcl:  416-978-0147  or  visir  oiir 
web  sites:  www.alumni.utoronto.cay groups/tower.asp  and  www.utoronto.ca/carillon 
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ed.  "[My  party]  won  [the  national 
election]  because  the  Liberian 
people  truly  believe  we  can  make  a 
difference  and  we  will  not  let  them 
down." 

Sirleaf  has  been  involved  for  al- 
most four  decades  in  almost  every 
aspect  of  local  and  international 
public  service.  She  was  educated  at 
the  College  of  West  Africa  in  Monro- 
via and  several  U.S.  colleges,  earn- 
ing a  Master's  degree  in  public  ad- 
ministration from  Harvard  in  1971. 
She  has  twice  gone  into  exile  to  es- 
cape Liberian  governments  seeking 
to  silence  her  dissent. 

Sirleaf  served  as  assistant  admin- 
istrator and  director  of  the  Regional 
Bureau  of  Africa  for  the  United  Na- 
tions Development  Program  until 


Film  nerd  Atom  Egoyan  is  a  U  of  T  grad 

Television's  sure  shot 

Viewers  need  to  realize  how  tele- 
vision's "reaction  shots" — the 
practice  of  showing  a  character's 
facial  reaction  to  any-  and  every- 
thing— stops  audience  members 
from  thmking  for  themselves,  Atom 
Egoyan  warned.  The  acclaimed 
Canadian  film  director  spoke  at  a 
sold-out  lecture  at  Isabel  Bader 
Theatre  last  Thursday. 

Egoyan  addressed  the  important 
differences  between  films  that  fol- 
low the  traditional  "shot  followed 
by  reaction  shot"  format,  and  those 
that  bypass  the  reaction  shot,  al- 
lowing a  unique  response  from  the 
audience. 

In  more  experimental  films,  how- 
ever, the  lack  of  a  reaction  shot 
"torments  us,  and  gives  us  a  sense 
of  possibility  at  the  same  time," 
Egoyan  said. 

The  Oscar-winner  made  his  first 
film  while  studying  at  U  of  T,  and  is 
currently  in  his  first  of  three  years 
teaching  for  the  Innis  College  cin- 
ema studies  program. 
-AMY  SMITHERS 

Students  in  arts  &  science  might 
soon  get  a  "freebie"  course  in  first 


LSAT  MCAT 
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Preparation  Seminars 


*  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 
5i  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
i*  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
'  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
s  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

Free  Repeat  Policy 

Personal  Tutoring  Available 
'  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 
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1997,  when  she  resigned  to  run  as  a 
presidential  candidate  for  Liberia's 
Unity  Party. 

The  "Iron  Lady,"  as  many  have 
nicknamed  her,  is  determined  to 
"transform  adversity  into  oppor- 
tunity" by  improving  the  quality  of 
governance  in  Liberia.  In  her  ad- 
dress, she  explained  that  she  has 
done  this  by  appointing  ministers 
who  have  no  record  of  corruption 
or  human  rights  abuse  and  by  plac- 
ing as  many  women  as  possible  in 
all  ministries. 

Sirleaf  concluded  by  urging  Ca- 
nadians, particularly  young  Cana- 
dians, to  get  involved  in  developing 
and  strengthening  Canadian-Libe- 
rian  relations. 

"Get  on  this  moving  train,  Cana- 
da— it's  on  the  way  to  success,"  she 
said,  smiling. 


Treebie' 
course  for 
undergrads 
proposed 


year.  According  to  a  recommenda- 
tion in  the  draft  report  of  the  arts 
&  science  curriculum  review  and  re- 
newal committee,  students  should 
be  allowed  to  select  a  certain  course 
on  a  "credit/credit-D/no-credit"  ba- 
sis. (Credit-D  basically  means  you 
did  some  work,  but  not  enough  to 
justify  getting  full  credit.) 

"I  applaud  this  recommendation," 
commented  faculty  of  arts  &  science 
council  rep  Livia  Jozsa,  at  a  CRRC 
town  hall  meeting  last  Thursday. 

Privately,  however,  Jozsa  won- 
dered about  the  specifics  of  this 
proposal,  such  as  whether  stu- 
dents would  be  allowed  to  consider 
courses  that  are  their  program  pre- 
requites  as  their  "freebie"  course. 
The  committee's  draft  itself  ac- 
knowledged that  rules  regarding 
credit/credit-D/no-credit  courses 
would  still  need  to  be  drawn  up. 

The  CRRC  has  been  studying 
ways  to  change  the  arts  &  science 
curriculum  over  the  last  year.  Its 
final  report  will  be  released  later 
this  month.  The  changes  it  suggests 
may  be  implemented  as  early  as  fall 
2008. 

Another  item  generating  debate 
was  the  recommendation  that  each 
academic  unit  offer  at  least  one 
major  or  specialist  program  with 
no  CPA  entry  requirement.  Some 
faculty  members  worried  that  such 
programs  would  become  second- 
tier  majors. 

"This  is  an  area  in  which  there 
is  a  tension,"  acknowledged  arts 
&  science  dean  Pekka  Sinervo.  He 
said  that  entry  requirements  are 
needed,  but  that  the  faculty  "want 
our  students  to  have  access." 

Thursday's  town  hall  meeting 
also  heard  from  a  representa- 
tive from  CASC,  which  lobbies  for, 
among  other  things,  an  increase  in 
area  studies  funding.  The  area  stud- 
ies rep  questioned  the  university's 
commitment  to  programs  such  as 
African,  Caribbean  and  South  Asian 
studies. 

In  response,  Sinervo  pointed  to 
the  CRRC's  recommendation  11, 
which  stresses  the  need  to  incor- 
porate "multiple  perspectives"  and 
"global  issues"  into  the  existing  cur- 
riculum. 

"Significant  shifts  in  curriculum 
take  time,"  he  chastised.  "I  think  it's 
unfair  to  suggest  there  isn't  a  com- 
mitment." 
-MIKEGHENU 
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Trottier  makes  a  poor  martyr 


There  are  so  many  ways  to  be  a  vic- 
tim these  days.  We're  inundated  with 
people's  stories  of  injustices  commit- 
ted against  them,  from  petty  crime  to 
war  and  terrorism  to  the  worldwide 
scourge  of  poverty.  These  tales  de- 
mand our  attention,  our  time,  and 
our  concern — most  of  them  right- 
fully. 

Justin  Trottier  says  he's  a  victim, 
too.  He  insists  we  should  feel  in- 
dignant over  his  story  of  woe.  But 
should  we? 

A  few  days  ago,  Trottier,  head 
of  secular  advocacy  group  the 
Freethought  Association  of  Canada, 
sent  a  press  release  to  the  media 


EDITORIAL 


claiming  he  was  assaulted  by  two 
men  who  took  offense  to  posters  he 
was  putting  up  around  Ryerson's 
campus  reading  "God:  The  Failed 
Hypothesis"  in  large  print  (see  our 
cover  story).  The  two  men  believed 
in  God,  and  he  did  not;  this,  for  Trot- 
tier, makes  his  alleged  assailant's 
head-butt  to  the  bridge  of  the  nose 
more  than  the  fruit  of  too  much  bra- 
vado, too  late  at  night.  For  Trottier, 
this  fact  elevates  the  mundane  to  the 
status  of  hate  crime. 


But  is  what  happened  to  Trottier 
really  on  par  with  the  desecration 
of  Jewish  cemeteries  with  spray- 
painted  swastikas,  or  with  burning 
a  mosque?  Local  police  are  so  far 
treating  the  incident  as  a  plain  old 
assault.  On  this  count.  The  Varsity  is 
inclined  to  agree. 

Disclosure:  Trottier  spent  some 
time  as  an  employee  of  The  Var- 
sity a  couple  of  years  ago,  writing 
regularly  for  our  Science  section. 
Reading  about  an  ex-contributor's 
adventures  after  they've  graduated 
always  makes  for  riveting  gossip 
around  the  newsroom — kind  of  like 
hearing  about  a  long-lost  cousin's 


adventures  as  a  line  cook  in  Oshawa 
or  as  a  housewife  in  Boston.  When 
one  graduates  from  news  reporter  to 
news-maker,  it's  an  event,  to  say  the 
least. 

Unfortunately,  Trottier  is  using  his 
media  savvy  to  weave  a  suspicious 
tale.  As  a  "secular  advocate"  seek- 
ing the  same  protection  and  rights 
accorded  to  religious  beliefs,  he  very 
much  wants  to  have  his  cake  and  eat 
it,  too. 

To  be  a  victim  in  the  media  is  a  de- 
sirable prize.  But  in  order  to  really 
be  a  martyr,  Justin,  you  have  to  have 
a  religion  first.  In  our  interview  with 
him,  he  did  call  the  principles  of  athe- 


ism "beliefs."  But  that  either  means 
the  "justified  true  belief"  of  knowl- 
edge, or  it  means  religious  faith,  and 
only  one  of  those  is  protected  under 
the  laws  against  hate  crime. 

Trottier's  cry  of  hate  crime  dis- 
guises what  was  most  likely  some- 
one's predictable  response  to  a  few 
too-clever  remarks,  and  The  Varsity 
(a  haven  for  smartasses)  certainly 
feels  for  Trottier's  hurt  pride.  But 
we'll  give  him  a  word  or  two  of  ad- 
vice: if  you're  going  to  crack  wise 
to  just  anybody  on  the  street  in  the 
dead  of  night,  start  working  on  your 
left  hook,  and  leave  the  Charter  de- 
fense to  the  real  victims. 


>  LETTERS  < 


Our  generation  can  end 
extreme  poverty 


J.P.  Antonacci 

COMMENT  EDITOR 


As  we  settle  into  the  21st  century,  we 
are  presented  with  challenges  and  op- 
portunities of  a  magnitude  hitherto 
unseen  in  human  history.  We  have  the 
scientific  know-how,  technological 
advancement  and  financial  resources 
necessary  to  transform  our  world  into 
a  place  free  of  extreme  poverty  and 
epidemic  disease  and  well  on  its  way 
to  environmental  sustainability,  uni- 
versal education,  social  equality  and 
political  freedom.  Ours  is  the  genera- 
tion that  can  finally  provide  the  lead- 
ership and  the  will  to  pull  it  off. 

A  truly  collective  response  is  need- 
ed to  meet  the  most  pressing  chal- 
lenge we  face  today.  Roughly  one-fifth 
of  the  world  currently  lives  in  extreme 
poverty,  surviving  on  less  than  one 
dollar  a  day.  In  his  book  The  End  of  Pov- 
erty, economist  Jeffrey  Sachs  quotes 
a  statistic  you've  likely  heard  before: 
each  day,  some  20,000  Africans  die  of 
chronic  hunger  and  diseases  such  as 
AIDS  and  malaria.  This  is  the  equiva- 
lent of  someone  dying  there  every 
three  seconds  because  they  lack  basic 
nutrition  and  health  care.  If  we  truly 
believe  in  the  inalienable  equality  of 
all  humanity,  as  enshrined  in  Cana- 
dian and  international  law,  we  cannot 
help  but  act  to  assist  the  one  billion  of 
our  fellow  humans  who  live  at  death's 
door. 

Before  you  dismiss  this  as  the  plati- 
tude-filled star-gazing  of  a  graduating 
writer  who  should  know  better,  con- 
sider the  following  success  stories. 
In  roughly  15  years,  beginning  in  the 
late  1960s,  a  concerted  effort  from  the 


global  health  community  rid  the  world 
of  smallpox,  a  disease  that  once  killed 
millions  every  year.  In  the  10  years  fol- 
lowing the  signing  of  the  Montreal  Pro- 
tocol in  1987,  participating  countries 
completely  eliminated  the  production 
and  use  of  the  chemical  CFC,  and  the 
ozone  layer  has  since  begun  its  slow 
and  steady  regeneration. 

When  compared  to  these  targeted 
efforts,  the  overwhelming  scope  of 
global  poverty  may  understandably 
dissuade  you  from  thinking  about 
the  complex  problem  and  the  neces- 
sarily multifaceted  solution  required. 
Yet  there  is  good  news — Sachs  quotes 
World  Bank  estimates  indicating  that, 
thanks  to  existing  aid  programs,  the 
number  of  extreme  poor  has  steadily 
fallen,  from  half  the  world's  popula- 
tion two  generations  ago  to  one-fifth 
of  the  population  today. 

As  big  as  the  remaining  problem  is, 
the  solution — the  complete  eradica- 
tion of  extreme  poverty — is  in  sight.  It 
is  up  to  us  to  make  that  final  push,  to 
get  the  remaining  fifth  on  the  first  rung 
of  the  ladder  of  development,  as  Sachs 
puts  it.  Then,  the  level  playing  field  es- 
sential for  a  healthy  and  competitive 
global  community  can  actually  exist. 

What  a  privilege,  and  what  an  obli- 
gation, for  our  generation. 

Governments  of  the  developed 
world  are  quick  to  express  fears  that 
standards  of  living  in  their  countries 
will  decline  if  foreign  aid  is  increased. 
This  explains  why  no  Western  gov- 
ernment hcTs  yet  met  the  UN's  Point  7 
Pledge,  promising  0.7  per  cent  of  each 
nation's  GDP  to  foreign  aid.  Foreign  aid 
levels  in  Canada  and  the  U.S.  currently 
hover  between  0.2-0.3  per  cent. 


Compare  this  to  the  Marshall  Plan, 
the  large-scale  U.S.  foreign  investment 
program  that  saved  Europe  from  ruin 
after  World  War  11  by  using  two  per 
cent  of  the  U.S.  GDP  to  stunning  effect. 
A  "Marshall  Plan  for  Africa,"  using  only 
0.7  per  cent  of  the  West's  GDP,  could 
literally  save  the  continent  by  provid- 
ing a  stable  economic  base  on  which 
to  build,  thus  forestalling  the  greater 
costs  and  more  dangerous  reality  of 
an  unstable  Africa  in  the  future.  The 
West  has  made  such  an  effort  before; 
we  must  do  so  again. 

It  is  also  important  to  remember 
that  needy  countries  are  not  pas- 
sively waiting  to  be  rescued.  Many  are 
more  than  willing  to  accept  help  and 
expertise  in  exchange  for  hard  work 
and  a  commitment  to  implement  and 
monitor  lasting  reforms.  The  ques- 
tion is  whether  the  West  is  willing  to 
pay  a  small  economic  price  today  for 
a  worldwide  economic,  strategic,  and 
moral  benefit  later. 

Yes,  "moral" — ^we  must  bring  moral- 
ity back  into  the  discussion,  because 
economic  and  political  gain  can't  be 
the  only  justification  for  tackling  pov- 
erty and  disease.  Aid  discourse  too 
often  focuses  on  practical  gain,  since 
that  is  the  language  of  the  market,  but 
people  shouldn't  automatically  feel 
bad  about  feeling  at  all.  Morality  isn't 
an  inconvenience — it's  an  imperative, 
a  kick-start  to  action. 

We  have  to  stop  being  scared  of  the 
fact  that  a  fair  and  equitable  world, 
free  of  extreme  poverty  and  full  of 
environmental  and  economic  pros- 
perity, is  actually  possible,  and  within 
our  reach.  We  must  challenge  the  con- 
venient excuses  offered  by  those  who 


profit  from  the  status  quo,  resist  the 
urge  to  close  ranks  in  defense  of  our 
high  standard  of  living,  and  work  to- 
gether with  those  nations  who  would 
join  us.  If  we  ignore  the  progress  al- 
ready made  and  dismiss  the  effort  as 
impossible,  we  doom  one-fifth  of  the 
world. 

Though  university  may  leave  us 
muddled  after  too  many  essays  and 
too  little  thought,  just  think  of  how 
much  we  know,  and  how  much  we  can 
do.  We  must  humbly  couple  our  knowl- 
edge and  skills  with  the  resources  and 
commitment  of  those  living  in  poverty 
to  come  up  with  a  solution  together. 

Buy  anti-malaria  mosquito  nets, 
visit  thehungersite.com,  use  green 
bins,  call  the  PMO  to  push  for  justice 
in  Darfur.  You've  heard  it  before? 
You're  tired  of  being  inspired?  That's 
fair.  But  pick  one  thing,  pick  12,  and  go 
to  work! 

Every  era  must  deal  with  change, 
but  there  is  no  historical  precedent  for 
the  world  we  are  facing.  We  therefore 
have  an  opportunity  to  set  a  new  prec- 
edent of  equality  and  justice.  We  can 
do  it  by  learning  from,  but  not  being 
shackled  to,  the  ways  of  the  past;  by 
embracing,  but  not  dwelling  on,  our 
diversity,  and  instead  accepting  each 
other  as  individucils;  by  challenging 
those  who  wield  ignorance  and  hate, 
especially  when  masqueraded  as 
truth. 

If  the  truly  great  leaders  of  our  time 
and  times  past  have  taught  us  any- 
thing, it  is  that  only  through  love  and 
respect  can  we  live  together  and  fash- 
ion a  just  society.  Within  our  lifetime, 
and  for  generations  to  come,  let  us 
create  such  a  world. 


CASC  piece 
controversial 

Re:  Group  seeks  to  change 
'racist'  course  choices, 
March  26 

As  a  member  of  the  Critical  Area 
Studies  Collective,  1  am  dismayed 
and  appalled  at  The  Varsity's  cover- 
age of  the  event  we  held  last  Friday. 
The  event  occurred  over  five  hours, 
involving  12  different  specikers  and 
panelists,  and  had  plenty  of  contri- 
butions and  questions  from  the  audi- 
ence as  well.  Yet  Ben  Spurr  chose  to 
highlight  the  comments  of  one  panel- 
ist and  represent  those  comments  as 
those  of  CASC,  despite  the  fact  that 
we  have  a  clearly  outlined  statement 
on  our  website  (www.ut-casc.ca,  the 
URL  of  which  was  not  pointed  to  in 
the  article)  and  that  Mr.  Spurr  took 
me  and  Preethy  Sivakumar  aside  for 
interviews.  The  nuanced  responses 
we  gave  to  Mr.  Spurr  were  jettisoned 
in  favour  of  sensationalism  and  easy 
quotations,  which  were  then  spun  to 
represent  those  of  CASC.  Additional- 
ly, the  remark  about  throwing  pies  at 
administrators  was  taken  wildly  out 
of  context:  it  was  referring  to  statis- 
tics from  pie  charts.  While  Mr.  Spurr 
took  the  space  to  explain  who  the 
pies  were  to  be  thrown  at,  he  simply 
forgot  to  add  "charts." 

NoamanAli  ' 

Editor's  Note:  As  reported  in  Ben 
Spurr's  original  article,  CASC's  presen- 
tation included  calls  for  protest  through 
both  official  and  unofficial  channels. 
The  phrase  "throw  pies  at  the  admin- 
istration," though  originally  made  in 
reference  to  pie  charts,  was  frequently 
used  on  its  own  in  the  presentation  to 
encourage  dissent  against  the  univer- 
sity administration. 


bNARSTTY 

21  Sussex  Avenue,  Suite  306 
Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6 


Editorial: 
(416)946-7600 

E-mail: 
editor@thevarsity.ca 


Advertising 
(416)946-7604 


Editor-in-Chief 

Sarah  Barmak 

Production  Manager 

Rogelio  Briseno 

News  Editor 

Mike  Ghenu 

Photo  Editor 

Kara  Dillon 

Science  Editor 

Sandy  Huen 

Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 

Jordan  Bimm 


Sports  Editor 

Christophe  Poirier 

Comment  Editor 

J.P.  Antonacci 

Copy  Editor 

Andre  Bovee-Begun 

Satellite  Campus  Bureau  Chief 

Gus  Constantinou 

Associate  A&E  Editors 

Jennifer  Fabro 
Chandler  Levack 

Associate  Photo  Editor 

Jacqueline  Urbano 


Associate  Sports  Editor 

Perry  King 
Associate  News  Editors 

Malcolm  Johnston 
Adnan  Khan 
Josephine  Lee 
Amy  Smithers 
Ben  Spurr 
Kevin  Wong 
Associate  Comment  Editor 
Cam  Vidler 
Associate  Science  Editors 
Mayce  Al-Sukhni 
Mandy  Lo 


Contributors: 

Sana  Ahmed,  Owen  Black,  Megan  Hall,  Gaurav  Thapa 


VARSITY  PUBLICATIONS: 


General  Manager 

David  Levine 


Ad  Designer 

Rogelio  Briseiio 


6    MONDAY,  APRIL  2, 2007 


VARSITY  SPORTS 
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Smash  mouth  futbol 


OWEN  BLACK  previews  this  week's  UEFA  Cup  quarterfinals 


Reaching  its  denouement,  the 
UEFA  Champions  League  has 
rounded  into  a  splendid,  if 
nostalgic,  form.  Of  the  current  quar- 
terfinal contestants,  only  Manches- 
ter United  and  Roma  have  failed  to 
reach  this  stage  in  the  preceding 
three  years.  The  return  of  the  com- 
petition, and  with  it  the  promise 
of  frenetic,  emotion-fuelled  action, 
has  brought  the  spotlight  onto  Eu- 
rope once  more. 


Chelsea  vs.  Valencia 

The  visit  of  Valencia  to  Stamford 
Bridge  represents  arguably  the  most 
intriguing  fixture  of  the  round.  Va- 
lencia will  be  the  surprise  sole  rep- 
resentatives of  La  Liga  following  the 
elimination  of  stalwarts  Barcelona 
and  Real  Madrid,  two  of  the  compe- 
titions stalwarts.  However,  observ- 
ers need  not  worry  too  much:  of 
the  three  Spanish  representatives 
of  the  group  stages,  Valencia  have 
consistently  shown  themselves  to 
be  pragmatic,  preferring  a  more  pa- 
tient, organized  approach  than  the 
naive  and  cavalier  displays  of  their 
more  illustrious  counterparts. 

Valencia's  success  owes  as  much 
to  the  defensive  experience  of  Ro- 
berto Ayala,  Carlos  Marchena,  and 
David  Albelda  as  to  the  goal-scoring 
exploits  of  David  Villa  and  Fernan- 
do Morientes.  However,  therein  lies 
the  problem  for  Valencia.  Seven- 
teen-goal-striker  Morientes  will  be 
out  with  a  dislocated  shoulder,  and 
Marchena  is  serving  a  ban  for  his 
earlier  involvement  in  the  infamous 
brawl  with  Inter  Milan.  Miguel  An- 
gulo  will  prove  an  able  deputy  for 
Morientes.  As  for  replacing  March- 
ena, picking  the  defensive  backup 
will  be  critical,  especially  when  Va- 
lencia approaches  the  game  having 
won  just  four  of  their  last  ten  match- 
es, their  defence  recording  just  two 
shutouts. 

Chelsea,  meanwhile,  presents  a 
vivid  picture  of  a  soccer  dynasty. 
The  rich  Chelsea  squad  needs  little 
introduction.  Their  progress  in  the 
competition  will  rely  upon  such 
household  names  as  Makelele, 
Lampard,  Terry,  Essien  and  Drog- 
ba.  Conspicuously  absent  from  that 
lineup  is  beleaguered  striker  Andrei 
Shevchenko,  whose  12  goals  pale  in 
comparison  to  Drogba's  deific  tally 
of  29.  However,  one  need  only  look 
at  the  quality  of  the  goals  scored  by 
Shevchenko  to  realize  that  he  may 
be  the  decisive  factor  in  the  tie. 

Chelsea  have  conceded  just  34 
goals  in  their  .51  games  in  all  compe- 
titions, and  they  remain  unbeaten  at 
home  since  February  2006.  As  such, 
Valencia  will  have  to  post  a  decisive 
win  to  emerge  victorious. 


Only  the  heady  survive  in  Europe's  finest  club  soccer  tournament. 


Roma  vs.  Manchester  United 

The  meeting  between  Roma  and 
Manchester  United  represents 
the  first  time  that  either  team  has 
reached  the  Champions  League 
quarterfinals  since  2003.  It  could 
scarcely  come  at  a  better  time  for 
either  team. 

The  ease  with  which  Roma  dis- 
patched Lyon,  hitherto  the  only 
unbeaten  team  in  the  competition, 
came  as  a  bombshell  to  most  by- 
standers. Yet  Roma  has  been  one 
of  the  best-conditioned  teams  this 
year.  Having  kept  clean  sheets  in 
five  out  of  their  seven  games  in  the 
competition,  and  not  concededing  a 
goal  in  their  last  four,  Roma  should 
not  be  discounted  from  the  semi-fi- 
nals. 

Manchester  United,  meanwhile, 
are  quickly  emerging  as  the  most 
complete  team  in  world  soccer.  They 
exude  a  dynamic  plethora  of  pace, 
flair,  creativity,  organization  and  re- 
liability. Their  success  will  depend 
upon  good  offensive  organization, 
as  Roma  has  relied  on  sound  tacti- 
cal defence.  However,  Roma's  attack 
has  also  been  innovative.  Sir  Alex 
Ferguson  has  already  expressed  his 
concerns  over  a  formation  which 
allows  Francesco  Totti  to  maraud 
across  the  park,  while  Taddei,  Pe- 
rotta,  and  the  outstanding  Mancini 
provide  support  from  the  back. 

Nonetheless,   while   Totti's  21- 


goal  haul  will  furrow  United  brows, 
and  Cristiano  Ronaldo's  explosive 
trickery  may  take  the  limelight,  the 
overlooked  key  player  will  be  Paul 
Scholes.  From  the  ashes  of  Zidane's 
retirement  and  Riquelme's  apparent 
banishment  to  Argentina,  Scholes 
has  emerged  as  a  midfielder  who 
can  dictate  the  score.  It  is  no  acci- 
dent that  he  appears  to  stroll  though 
games,  using  space  on  the  pitch  long 
before  the  ball  even  reaches  him. 

Roma  may  well  have  some  sleep- 
less nights,  fretting  over  the  fact 
that  United  have  scored  an  aver- 
age of  2.26  goals  per  game  in  both 
the  Premiership  and  Champions 
Leagues.  In  recent  play,  they  have 
conceded  an  average  of  less  than 
one  goal  per  game,  and  have  failed 
to  win  just  four  of  their  previous 
twenty  games,  losing  only  one. 

Take  note  of  the  fact  that  United's 
buccaneering  fullback  Gary  Neville 
and  dominant  centre-half  Nemanja 
Vidic  will  both  be  out  due  to  injury. 


AC  Milan  vs.  Bayern  Munich 

These  two  teams  meet  with  the 
intention  of  reddressing  a  season 
that  has  been  seen  as  underwhelm- 
ing for  both  teams.  Domestically, 
both  are  out  of  contention  for  their 
respective  league  titles. 

But  the  Champions  League  has 
provided  something  of  a  respite  for 


Bayern.  They  were  one  of  just  two 
teams  to  remain  undefeated  in  the 
group  stages,  and  have  been  beaten 
just  once,  on  the  away  leg  of  their 
knockout  tie  against  Real  Madrid. 
In  any  case,  they  have  gained  much 
confidence  from  eliminating  Ma- 
drid, particularly  when  they  scored 
four  times  against  a  defence  mar- 
shaled by  Sergio  Ramos  and  FIFA 
World  Player  of  the  Year  Fabio  Can- 
navaro. 

Despite  having  reached  the  quar- 
terfinals in  two  straight  years,  Mi- 
Ian  have  been  criticized  for  a  lack  of 
innovation.  The  problem  for  Milan 
has  been  their  lack  of  a  definitive 
goal-scorer.  Kaka — a  midfielder — is 
the  club's  top  scorer,  with  11  goals. 
The  squad  has  won  just  one  of  their 
last  four  games  in  the  competition. 
Indeed,  their  winning  goal  against 
Glasgow  Celtic  was  their  first  in  363 
minutes  of  Champions  League  ac- 
tion. 

However,  with  the  experience  of 
the  insurmountable  Maldini,  the 
majesty  of  Pirlo,  and  the  remark- 
able stamina  of  Gennaro  Gattuso, 
Milan  is  a  team  that  rarely  gets 
flustered.  At  all  times,  they  perform 
as  a  unit  supremely  confident  of  its 
eventual  victory. 

With  Kaka  in  midfield,  such  belief 
is  not  unfounded.  His  suberb  abil- 
ity brings  the  potential  of  a  win  to 
almost  any  game.  Not  only  does  he 
rarely  lose  the  ball,  but  almost  ev- 
ery pass  he  makes  leads  to  a  goal- 
scoring  opportunity.  His  main  asset 
is  his  speed,  not  only  physical,  but 
mental  as  well.  Akin  to  Ronaldo  at 
his  irrepressible  best,  his  pace  over 
the  first  few  yards  allows  him  to 
rocket  past  opponents  before  they 
can  react. 


Milan  will  be  deserved  favourites, 
having  suffered  defeat  just  once 
since  losing  to  Lille  in  the  last  game 
of  the  group  stages.  Ironically,  that 
loss  was  to  AC  city  rivals,  Inter  Mi- 
lan, back  in  September  2006. 


PSV  Eindhoven  vs.  Liverpool 

PSV  and  Liverpool  are  arguably  the 
surprise  packages  of  the  quarterfi- 
nals, as  few  would  have  expected 
them  to  triumph  respectively  over 
last  season's  finalists.  Arsenal  and 
Barcelona. 

But  to  anyone  familiar  with  Liv- 
erpool's roster,  the  team's  victory 
over  Barcelona  can  come  as  no  sur- 
prise. However,  Liverpool  chroni- 
cally fails  to  achieve  consistency  in 
the  Premiership,  and  PSV  will  take 
solace  in  the  fact  that  Liverpool 
has  lost  seven  of  their  15  domestic 
games  away  from  home. 

Nonetheless,  Liverpool's  Champi- 
ons League  form  is  excellent.  They 
have  lost  just  one  of  their  four  away 
matches  so  far,  and  deserve  respect 
for  their  victory  over  Barcelona. 

PSV  meanwhile  managed  a  shock- 
ing upset  in  the  previous  round,  ty- 
ing against  Arsenal.  They  have  been 
criticized  for  what  some  deemed 
too  defensive-mindedness  in  that 
tie.  However,  in  manager  Ronald 
Koeman  they  have  a  coach  who  has 
consistently  engineered  dramatic 
results  with  limited  resources.  Ko- 
eman has  assembled  a  rich  diver- 
sity of  experience  and  pace  in  such 
players  as  Phillip  Cocu,  Jefferson 
Farfan,  Arouna  Kone  and  Edison 
Mendez. 

However,  he  will  find  his  resourc- 
es stretched  this  week  with  the 
injury  suffered  by  prize-defender 
Alex,  who  now  faces  a  race  against 
time  for  the  second  leg.  In  addition, 
the  injury  to  Mexican  defender  Car- 
los Salcides  means  that  PSV  will  be- 
ing trying  to  defeat  Liverpool  with  a 
makeshift  back-line. 

Indeed,  Alex's  presence  has  been 
felt  by  his  teammates,  as  they  have 
failed  to  win  in  the  four  games  since 
his  injury,  which  included  a  humili- 
ating 5-1  defeat  at  home  to  rivals 
Ajax. 

This  fixture  presents  a  unique 
situation,  as  Liverpool  and  PSV 
are  the  only  remaining  teams  to 
have  already  faced  each  other  in 
this  year's  competition.  Ominously, 
those  matches  ended  in  goalless 
draws  at  the  Phillips  Stadion,  while 
Liverpool  prevailed  2-0  at  Anfield. 

With  Peter  Crouch  set  to  be  de- 
ployed to  capitalize  upon  the  height 
lost  by  Alex'  unavailability,  and  the 
reliability  of  Jamie  Carragher  in  the 
Liverpool  defense,  PSV  are  prom- 
ised a  torrid  evening  if  Gerrard  and 
Alonso  can  win  the  midfield  battle. 
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Wte  say  party,  they  say  die 

Energetic  West-Coast  buzz  crew  hits  the  road  (and  the  road  hits  back) 


Jordan  Bimm 

ARTS  EDITOR 


Despite  all  she's  been  through,  Becky 
Ninkovic,  the  feisty  lead  singer  for 
Vancity  dance-punks  You  Say  Party! 
We  Say  Die!  remains  hopeful  for  the  fu- 
ture— and  she  has  good  reason  to  be. 
Even  with  the  mixed  bag  of  opportu- 
nities and  setbacks  that  2006  brought 
the  quirky  quintet  (some  metaphori- 
cal speed-bumps,  roadblocks  and 
hitchhikers  picked  up  along  the  way) 
YSP!WSD!  is  thankfully  still  on  the 
road  to  success. 

Case  in  point;  back  in  February, 
the  group  signed  a  record  deal  with 
Toronto's  coolest  indie  record  label, 
Paper  Bag.  This  move  has  undoubt- 
edly helped  raise  the  band's  already 
cresting  profile  and  should  give  their 
brand-new  record  Lose  All  Time  an 
industry  kick-start  and  some  cushy 
shelfspace  at  trendier  record  stores 
nationwide. 

But  there's  more  to  the  story. 
YSPiWSD!  busted  onto  the  West 
Coast's  indie  scene  back  in  2003,  and 
2004  saw  the  release  of  their  debut 
LP,  the  catchy  but  rough-around-the- 
edges  Hit  the  Floor.  With  a  solid  album 
filled  with  infectious,  blistering,  base- 
ment dance  anthems,  the  band  hit  the 
road  and  found  throngs  of  receptive 
fans,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Tak- 
ing their  tour  overseas  to  the  U.K. 
and  the  European  beer  belt,  YSP!  won 
even  more  acclaim,  and  good  press, 
which,  by  the  time  they  arrived  back 
in  Canada,  had  bestowed  upon  them 
that  often-fleeting,  intangible  stuff 
called  "indie  cred." 

It  was  at  this  point  that  the  band 
was  forced  to  make  a  difficult  move. 
Drummer  Bruce  Dyck  was  really  just 
a  loaner  from  fellow  Vancouver  party- 
rockers  Fun  100.  Despite  the  interna- 
tional accolades  YSP!  was  winning, 
the  promise  of  more  extensive  tours 


in  far-off  lands  made  Fun  100  nervous. 
They  wanted  their  drummer  (and 
founding  member)  back  for  keeps. 

"We  were  just  borrowing  Bruce 
from  Fun  100  and  our  touring  sched- 
ule was  getting  more  and  more  hectic 
and  taking  him  away  from  his  band, 
so  he  decided  to  leave  because  he 
wanted  to  stick  with  Fun  100,"  remem- 
bered Ninkovic,  on  the  phone  from 
her  home  in  Vancouver. 

To  replace  Dyck,  the  band  ap- 
proached their  longtime  mutual  friend 
Devon  Clifford.  The  problem  with 
that  was  that  Clifford,  like  Dyck,  was 
already  in  another  band,  an  angular 
post-punk  outfit  called  Cadeaux.  Like 
YSP!  Cadeaux  had  recently  released  a 
great  debut  LP  (2005's  Physical  City) 
and  toured  Canada.  Cadeaux  couldn't 
afford  to  lose  their  drummer  anymore 
than  Fun  100.  But  unlike  Dyck,  Clifford 
chose  to  join  the  party,  and  even  con- 
vinced one  of  Cadeaux's  two  lead  vo- 
calists, Dani  Vachon,  to  jump  ship  and 
hop  on  the  burgeoning  YSP!  bandwag- 
on as  their  full-time  manager. 

This  flurry  of  trading  activity — 
more  in  line  with  the  world  of  pro 
sports  than  indie  rock — effectively 
kicked  Cadeaux  to  the  curb.  While  the 
disappointment  amongst  die-hard  Ca- 
deaux fans  (this  writer  included!)  was 
palpable,  it  was  undeniable  that  YSP! 
had  a  good  thing  going. 

"When  it  first  happened  we  felt 
really  bad,"  admits  Ninkovic,  "but  I 
think  there  were  more  reasons  than 
just  Devon  leaving  that  would  have 
caused  the  end  of  Cadeaux." 

Despite  the  potential  rift  that  this 
incident  might  have  caused,  Ninkovic 
still  speaks  highly  of  Cadeaux.  "They 
were  my  favourite  Vancouver  band, 
1  felt  really  sad  that  they  were  going 
to  end.  I  still  really  miss  Cadeaux  and 
they  were  one  of  the  only  bands  that 
1  would  actually  leave  my  house  to  go 
and  see." 


With  that  chapter  finally  closed  and 
Cadeaux's  catalogue  wistfully  relegat- 
ed to  the  "buried  treasure"  category 
of  Canadian  indie  rock,  YSP!  had  to, 
well,  party  on. 

The  newly-cemented  unit  did  that 
by  launching  into  an  extensive  tour 
that  helped  fully  integrate  Clifford 
into  the  group,  as  well  as  having  other 
positive  effects  on  the  band.  "Since 
getting  Devon  I've  felt  like  we've  all 
improved  musically  and  grown  so 
much  tighter  as  a  musical  unit,"  cooed 
Ninkovic  coolly. 

The  next  step  was  recording  their 
follow-up  to  Hit  the  Floor  the  freshly 
pressed  Lose  All  Time. 

"The  new  record  was  all  written 
within  the  last  year.  A  lot  of  my  lyr- 
ics 1  wrote  on  the  road  while  touring 
Hit  the  Floor,"  remembered  Ninkovic. 
"Whenever  we  had  a  chance  between 
tours  we  were  jamming  out  all  the 
ideas  for  the  new  songs.  The  majority 
of  it  was  finalized  at  the  start  of  winter 
and  then  we  went  into  the  recording 
studio  in  January." 

"But  on  some  level  we're  always 
writing.  I'm  always  writing  my 
thoughts  and  feelings  and  words 
down  and  sometimes  they  just  have 
a  melody  or  a  song  of  their  own  and 
sometimes  I'm  trying  to  find  a  melody 
to  sing  those  words  to.  But  it's  differ- 
ent all  the  time.  Every  song  will  have 
its  own  character  and  its  own  life  to 
it." 

Her  description  is  bang-on.  While 
Lose  All  Time  retains  the  frantic,  bust- 
a-move  energies  of  Hit  the  Floor,  it 
boasts  more  nuanced  songwriting  and 
polished  production  work.  "Opportu- 
nity" knocks  like  a  fiery,  three-way  car 
crash  between  Metric,  Bloc  Party  and 
"Jerk  it  Out"  by  Caesars,  while  "Mon- 
ster" features  a  sugar-coated  vocal 
hook  worthy  of  Broken  Social  Scene 
and  guitar  and  drum  work  that  calls 
to  mind  the  best  of  Montreal's  Kiss 


PARTY  ON:  West-coast  dance-party  instigators  You  Say  Party!  We  Say  Die!  are  cur- 
rently on  tour  supporting  their  wicked  new  disc  Lose  All  Time. 


Me  Deadly.  "Like  I  Care"  pays  posthu- 
mous homage  to  the  driving  and  an- 
gular affinities  of  Cadeaux — at  times 
it  sounds  like  they  could  break  into  a 
cover  of  "Things  That  I  Know" — and 
then  twists  into  the  Karen  0-inspired 
refrain  with  Ninkovic  chanting,  "On 
your  own,  you're  all  right." 

But,  in  an  almost  Faustian  tradeoff, 
their  immaculate  recording  may  have 
required  the  tarnishing  of  another, 
much  more  personal  record. 

"It  was  an  awful  day,"  Ninkovic  said, 
hesitantly  recalling  their  attempt  in 
late  2006  to  enter  the  United  States 
for  a  number  of  big  tour  dates  with 
Detroit's  Thunderbirds  Are  Now! 

"We  were  all  so  exhausted  because 
we  had  been  constantly  touring  and 


we  had  applied  for  visas  for  the  States, 
and  been  denied,  but  then  re-applied 
and  were  just  waiting  for  those  to  go 
through,"  she  remembered.  A  little 
white  lie  would  be  required  to  enter 
the  United  States  without  visas  and 
return  with  whatever  money  they  had 
agreed  to  play  for.  Nearing  the  check- 
point they  hatched  a  plan:  "We  had  a 
radio  session  booked  in  L.A.,  so  we 
thought  we  would  try  to  get  across 
the  border  by  just  saying  we  were  go- 
ing to  do  that,  and  leave  out  the  fact 
that  we  had  a  whole  tour  of  shows 
booked." 

The  plan  backfired.  Upon  search- 
ing their  van  a  U.S.  customs  official 
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High  art 


U  of  T's  visual  studies  art  show  is  on  the  up  and  up 


Sana  Ahmed 


Climbing  three  flights  of  stairs  in  the 
Burroughes  Building  at  Queen  and 
Bathurst  St.  last  Friday  to  get  to  U  of 
T's  student  art  show  Three  Stories  Up, 
the  significance  of  the  title  was  not 
lost  on  me.  Put  on  by  the  visual  stud- 
ies class  of  2007  and  featuring  three 
separate  works  by  each  of  the  17  art 
students,  the  show  is  the  culmination 
of  months  of  hard  work. 

Entering  the  large  space,  the  im- 
pressively packed  room  was  charged 
with  excitement.  The  class  toured 
several  spaces  and  art  galleries  be- 
fore choosing  the  old  building  for 
their  exhibit.  Going  with  the  third- 
floor  space  meant  harsh  manual  la- 
bour for  the  artists,  who  had  to  reno- 
vate the  gallery  for  their  show. 

"We  had  a  limited  budget,  so  we 
had  to  work  with  what  we  had,"  ex- 
plained Sana  Shiraz. 

Their  hard  work  shows:  the  space 


thrummed  with  a  raw  quality,  its  high 
ceilings  and  atmospheric  lighting  giv- 
ing it  a  warehouse  feel.  The  students 
were  pleased  as  well. 

"Our  teamwork  paid  off  and  all  the 
work  we  did  was  definitely  worth 
it,"  exclaimed  student  Carmine  Ro- 
tundo. 

From  installations  to  paintings  to 
video  montages.  Three  Stories  Up 
featured  a  wide  range  of  media.  For 
example,  Nadia  D'Agnone  displayed 
a  piece  featuring  pictures  of  street 
scenes  with  all  the  human  figures 
blacked  out,  and  then  projected  the 
images  on  screen. 

"I  want  to  show  how  hard  it  is  for 
people  to  communicate  with  one 
another,"  she  said.  "My  work  tries  to 
deconstruct  encounters  in  everyday 
life." 

Initially,  a  piece  called  Observer 
and  Observed  seemed  to  be  just  pho- 
tographs of  people's  faces.  In  fact, 
they  were  handmade  sketches.  Art- 


ist Miranda  Blazey  explained  that, 
"whenever  we  talk  to  one  another,  we 
are  always  judgmental  because  we 
observe  and  scrutinize  each  other's 
faces."  Blazey  explained  that  she  fo- 
cused on  her  subjects'  eyes  in  her 
sketches,  hoping  to  make  the  pieces 
confrontational. 

Azza  Abbaro's  painting  managed 
to  incite  some  laughs  from  attendees. 
She  had  painted  a  classical  reclining 
nude  female,  with  the  caption,  "Post- 
modern enough  for  you?"  scrawled 
across  it. 

"Although  my  professors  weren't 
too  fond  of  the  work,  the  painting's 
meant  to  be  aggressive  and  ironic," 
Abbaro  contended. 

Also  interesting  was  Shiraz's  East 
meets  West.  Fashioning  a  skimpy 
thong  out  of  traditional  Eastern  fab- 
rics with  intricate  embroidery,  Shiraz 
commented  on  the  tensions  between 
Western  style  and  cultures  from  else- 
where. 


Students  mingle  with  patrons  at  the  visual  studies  show.  Three  Stories  Up  last  Friday. 


"I'm  interested  in  exploring  dichot- 
omies between  the  traditional  and 
modern,  male  and  female,"  Shiraz 
said. 

Definitely  a  labour  of  love.  Three 
Stories  Up  is  best  summarized  in  its 
exhibit  catalogue:  "The  show  is  a  tes- 
timony to  the  potential  of  both  raw 
space  and  young  talent."  Be  on  the 
lookout  for  what  raw  artists  these 
serve  up  next. 

Three  Stories  Up  runs  until  April  5  be- 


tween the  hours  of  12:00-5:00 p.m.  at 
the  Burroughes  Building,  third  Floor, 
639-647  Queen  St  W.  Admission  is 
free. 

Participating  artists:  Azza  Abbaro,  Mi- 
randa Blazey,  KatBoake,  Nadia 
DAgnone,  Melissa  DiMatteo,  Magda- 
lene Garda,  Enya  Hou,  Jinju,  Donna 
Lee,  Petrina  Ng,  Shannon  Pliair,  Megan 
Rooney,  Carmine  Rotundo,  Sana  Shi- 
raz, Kaitlin  Till-Landry,  Lindsay  Ulrich, 
Zane  Ziemele. 
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Wednesday,  April  4th 
Great  Hall  - 1 1:45am  to  2pm 

The  last  5-BUCK  LUNCH  ^ 
of  the  year 
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•  Mixed  green  $alad 

•  Jerk  Chicken 
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•  Mixed  grilled  veggie$  with  goat  chee$e 

•  Just  de$$ert$ 
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and  your  appetite  too! 
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//  Q  +  A:  WITH  JEREMY  GREENSPAN  OF  JUNIOR  BOYS 


With  all  those  smelly  smokestacks 
and  noisy  industrial  steel  refiner- 
ies, it's  easy  to  see  where  loud  cind  cha- 
otic Hamilton  bands  like  Cities  in  Dust, 
Wax  Mannequin  and  Sailboats  Are 
White  get  their  inspiration  from.  And 
then  there's  Junior  Boys,  a  laid-back 
anomaly.  The  duo  of  Jeremy  Greens- 
pan and  Matt  Didemus,  who  started  off 
in  the  Hammer,  have  garnered  interna- 
tional acclaim,  including  a  9.0  review 
from  Pitchfork  for  their  most  recent 
album.  So  this  is  Goodbye.  Last  week, 
Greenspan  spoke  with  The  Varsity  by 
telephone  from  a  tour  stop  in  Florida 
about  the  group's  dark,  electronic  mu- 
sic, and  their  dislike  for  a  certain  To- 
ronto airport  (hint:  it's  not  the  one  that 
most  people  hate). 

The  Varsity:WLiere  are  you  right  now? 

Jeremy  Greenspan:  Tallahassee  Flori- 
da— ^which  is  a  lot  nicer  than  Hamilton, 
that's  for  sure.  It's  like  25  degrees,  sun- 
ny, warm,  the  gators  are  out. 

JV:  Is  it  true  you  two  started  out  as  DJs 
in  Hamilton? 

JG:  Yeah,  Matt  and  I  used  to  have  a 
Wednesday  night  down  at  the  Hudson 
(now  Club  Absinthe).  We  had  terrible 
DJ  names.  1  used  to  go  by  DJ  Coma  and 
one  night  someone  got  it  wrong  and 
printed  "DJ  Chemo."  People  still  get  Ju- 
nior Boys  wrong  too,  we've  been  called 
The  Junior  Dogs,  Virginia  Boys,  Junior 
Bros.  It's  hilarious. 

7K- What's  your  writing  process  like? 

JG:  It's  definitely  a  collaboration.  We've 
been  working  together  for  a  very  long 
time  because  we  met  each  other  when 
we  were  teenagers,  so  we  have  our 
own  little  systems  of  doing  things  that 
are  kind  of  unpredictable.  When  you're 
working  with  electronic  instruments, 
the  traditional  writing  roles  melt  away 
pretty  quickly.  You  can't  really  say, 
"Well,  1  wrote  that  hi-hat  pattern,"  it 
doesn't  really  make  any  sense.  The 
whole  idea  of  ownership  over  a  song 


becomes  very  blurry  very  quickly. 

TV:  What's  a  Junior  Boys  live  show 
like? 

JG:  It's  changed  a  lot  over  the  last  cou- 
ple years.  We  used  to  do  this  big  video 
thing  and  focus  less  on  the  actual 
performance.  But  now  we've  stripped 
down  the  whole  visual  thing  and  are 
concentrating  more  on  the  music.  We 
like  to  keep  the  music  faithful  to  the 
album,  we're  not  the  type  of  band  that 
sounds  totally  different  live,  and  we 
don't  try  to  turn  it  into  a  rock  and  roll 
version,  but  it  is  different.  When  you 
play  with  a  live  drummer,  and  you're 
not  dealing  with  just  a  drum  machine 
and  samples,  it's  a  different  sound. 
The  arrangements  vary  a  little  and  the 
sounds  we  use  vary  a  little — we  prac- 
ticed for  a  really  long  time  before  we 
played  as  a  three-piece,  so  it's  definite- 
ly something  that  we're  proud  of. 

TV:  Will  you  be  head-banging  to  Rage 
Against  the  Machine,  who  are  playing 
after  your  set  at  Coachella? 

JG:  No.  1  don't  think  I'll  be  doing  that,  to 
be  honest. 


TV:  How  do  The  Junior  Boys  get 
around? 

JG:  A  combination  of  vans,  buses  and 
planes.  It's  quite  a  bit  of  flying. 

TV;  What's  the  worst  thing  about  being 
in  a  successful  touring  band? 

JG:  1  would  like  to  take  this  opportu- 
nity, actually,  to  vent  a  beef  of  mine. 
My  beef  is  with  my  least  favourite 
airport  on  the  entire  planet.  And  I've 
been  to  a  lot  of  airports  in  developing 
countries  and  whatever.  There  is  not  a 
single  airport  where  the  immigration 
people  are  as  rude,  as  suspicious,  and 
as  incompetent  and  horrible  as  they 
are  at  Pearson  International.  I've  nev- 
er gone  through  there  without  them 
giving  me  a  hassle.  Ever.  Every  single 
time  we  go  through  one  of  us  is  pulled 
over  by  a  customs  agent,  and  then  last 
time  we  went  through,  which  was  like 
a  week  ago,  they  kept  our  drummer 
there  for  over  an  hour  and  a  half  just, 
like,  swearing  at  him  and  being  total 
assholes.  And  they  always  are  at  that 
airport.  They're  assholes.  They're 
complete  assholes  there.  And  the  thing 
that  1  find  really  weird  about  it  is  that 
we  never  have  any  other  problems  in 
any  other  airports  except  for  our  own. 
There  is  something  seriously  wrong 
with  the  Toronto  airport.  It  just  sets  a 
really  bad  tone  for  people  coming  into 
the  country. 

TV:  What's  coming  up  for  the  Junior 

Boys? 

JG:  We're  doing  this  American/Cana- 
dian tour  and  when  we  finish  that  in 
the  summer  we're  going  to  get  to  work 
on  album  number  three.  I'm  very  hope- 
ful that  we're  going  to  play  a  bunch 
of  shows  in  Ontario  in  the  spring  and 
summer.  The  dates  haven't  been  an- 
nounced yet,  but  stay  tuned! 

Catch  up  with  the  Junior  Boys  at  their 
show  this  Friday  at  The  Mod  Club. 
— JORDAN  BIMM 


■PARTY'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

turned  up  a  copy  of  the  band's  tour 
itinerary,  with  every  (illegal)  perfor- 
mance's details  listed  extensively  in 
back  and  white. 
And  the  band  wasn't  simply  turned 


away.  This  is  after  all,  a  post-9/11 
world,  and  in  America,  these  illegit 
post-punks  didn't  stand  a  chance. 

Stephen  O'Shea,  the  band's  bass 
player,  was  removed  from  the  ve- 
hicle, and  spirited  away.  According 
to  Ninkovic,  "They  interrogated  him 


Earth  Sciences 
Graduate  Degrees 

Did  you  ever  wonder... 

Why  clinnate  is  changing?  - 
Where  to  find  gold  or  diamonds? 
How  mountains  form? 
What  planets  are  made  of? 
How  to  predict  earthquakes? 
When  life  began? 
Are  water  resources  sustainable? 

You  don't  need  an  undergraduate  degree  in  Earth 
Sciences  to  work  on  these  challenging  problems 

Let  the  Earth  be  Your  Classroom! 

We  offer  MSc  and  PhD  graduate  programs  for  students  with 
degrees  in  Geology,  Geophysics,  Geography,  Biology, 
Anthropology,  Chemistry,  Physics,  Engineering,  Math, 
Environmental  Science  and  Computer  Science. 

We  are  committed  to  attracting  and  rewarding  outstanding 
graduate  students  by  providing  generous  financial  support. 
The  average  yearly  income  of  our  graduate  students  is  $20,000.  | 

It's  not  too  late  to  apply.  Find  out 
more  at;  www.uwo.ca/earth/grad 


Department  of  Earth  Sciences 
The  University  of  Western  Ontario 
London,  Ontario,  Canada 
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for  almost  four  hours  in  a  room  by 
himself.  We  had  no  idea  what  they 
were  doing  to  him  in  there,  it  was  aw- 
ful. They  had  all  this  information  that 
they  didn't  let  him  know  they  had,  so 
he  was  just  trying  to  keep  our  story 
straight,  and  he  got  caught  lying  and 
charged  with  fraud,  and  it's  just  awful 
cause  he's  not  a  liar.  He's  a  really  good 
boy." 

O'Shea  was  released  and  told  not 
to  return  to  The  United  States  for  five 
years.  If  he  does,  he'll  be  arrested. 
Everyone  else  in  the  band  received 
a  stern  warning,  except  for  Ninkovic, 
who  holds  American  citizenship. 

So  while  American  fans  of  You  Say 
Party!  We  Say  Die!  will  have  to  wait  un- 
til 2011  to  see  the  band  play  again,  the 
rest  of  the  world  is  their  oyster.  Cana- 
da will  be  seeing  tons  of  YSP!  action  as 
the  band  makes  its  way  cross-county 
as  part  of  Exclaim's  Spring  Fling  tour, 
which  also  features  Champion,  Chro- 
meo,  and  Malajube.  The  band  also 
plans  to  release  a  b-side  titled  "Mid- 
night Snake"  and  possibly  tour  Japan 
(with  ex-drummer  Dyck  rumoured  to 
be  their  roadie!). 

So,  despite  all  the  headaches  and 
bad  days,  things  are  still  looking  up 
for  the  band.  A  stellar  album,  and  a 
great  new  record  label  are  the  happy 
endings  YSP!  deserves  after  a  compli- 
cated year  of  highs  and  lows,  Ninkov- 
ic sums  up  the  band's  future  in  two 
words:  "we're  excited." 

And,  as  long  as  you  live  outside  the 
U.S.,  you  should  be,  too. 

The  Exclaim  Spring  Fling  rolls  into  the 
Phoenix  this  Wednesday,  featuring 
performances  by  You  Say  Party!  We 
Say  Die.',  Chromeo,  Champion,  and 
Malajube. 
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Department  of  Sociology 
University  of  Toronto 
presents 

The  2006  S.D.Clark  Memorial  Seminar  in  Sociology 

Identity  &  Control 
Harrison  White 

Giddings  Professor  of  Sociology 
Columbia  University 


Thursday,  April  5,2007 
10:00  am- 12:00  pm 


Room  240 
Department  of  Sociology 
725  Spadlna  Avenue 

Free  Admission  •  Genera!  Seating 
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Visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca  or  cal 
946-5937  for  more  information. 


ASTHMA 

If  you  are  12  years  and  above,  have  asthma,  you  may  be 
eligible  to  participate  in  a  clinical  research  study  using 
approved  Inhalers  In  a  new  combination. 


You  will  be  reimbursed  up  to  $  1000  for  your  time  and 
expenses. 

Please  call  Dr.  A.  Cheema  @  Mississauga 
©905  566  1200 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


•  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

*  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

*  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

•  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

•  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

*  Teacher  Placement  Service 

*  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 

•  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-924-3240I1-800-779-1J79 

www.oxfordseminars.coin 
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is  a  good  thing 


the  SPC  Card  gets  you  exclusive  discounts  at  hundreds  of  Canadian  retailers. 


come  in  today  or  call 

1-800-HRBLOCK 
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H&R  BLOCK^ 
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Individual  results  vary. 
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coniunction  with  any  other  offer  or  retailer  loyair/  card  discounts.  Cannot  be  used  towards  the  purchase  of  gift  cards  or  certificates.  "To  qualify,  student  must  pf«ent  either  (i)  a  T2202a  documenting  4  or  more  months  of  full-time 
attendance  at  a  college  oi  university  during  2006  or  (ii)  a  valid  high  SGhooi  identification  card.  Expires  July  31,  2007.  Valid  only  at  patticipaling  H&R  Block  locations  in  Canada.  "NO  fnjRCHASE  NECESSARY  TO  ENTER  OR  WIN. 
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VARSITY  SCIENCE 


science@thevarsity.ca 


Chasing  dirty  shadows 

For  the  past  five  years,  the  ENVISAT  satellite  has  been  watching  us  and  what  we  put  into 
the  air.  The  light-sensing  technology  tracks  a  multitude  of  airborne  compounds  and  is 
the  Big  Brother  of  climate  change. 


Dan  Rios 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Scientists  are  now  seeing  results 
from  a  new  ally  in  the  battle  against 
climate  change.  Help  from  above,  in 
the  form  of  a  satellite  800  kilometres 
above  the  Earth's  surface,  is  now 
guiding  environmental  research. 
From  the  rapidly  disappearing  snows 
of  Kilimanjaro  to  thinning  Arctic  sea 
ice,  the  effects  of  anthropogenic  cli- 
mate change  can  all  be  viewed  from 
above. 

Using  satellites  to  collect  data  is  not 
a  new  idea,  but  the  success  of  this  lat- 
est innovation  is  pushing  its  scientific 
value  higher  and  driving  costs  down. 
In  the  1970s,  the  European  Space 
Agency  developed  a  meteorological 
observation  program  designed  to 
collect  weather  data  for  forecasts  all 


over  the  world.  The  success  of  this 
program  and  others  throughout  the 
1980s  led  to  the  development  of  the 
ENVISAT  satellite. 

Dr.  John  Burrows  of  the  University 
of  Bremen,  gave  a  series  of  lectures 
last  week  at  the  McLennan  Physical 
Labs  for  the  2007  Noble  Lecture  Se- 
ries, hosted  by  U  of  T's  atmospheric 
physics  group  at  the  department 
of  physics.  His  Friday  colloquium 
focused  on  the  use  of  space-based 
remote  sensing  to  track  global  air 
pollution.  With  public  concern  over 
climate  change  growing.  Burrows 
explained  the  necessity  of  this  re- 
search. 

"Pollution  has  changed  from  being 
a  local  phenomenon.  We  are  moving 
from  a  time  of  scepticism  to  one  of 
belief." 

In  collaboration  with  the  European 


Space  Agency,  the  ENVISAT  satel- 
lite was  launched  in  2002.  Weighing 
in  at  8,200  kilograms  and  featuring 
10  data-collecting  instrument  clus- 
ters, ENVISAT  is  one  of  the  largest 
satellites  ever  launched.  Scientists 
watched  it  take  off  from  the  launch 
pad  aboard  an  ARIANE-5  rocket — a 
vehicle  historically  plagued  by 
launch  failures — and  breathed  a  sigh 
of  relief  when  all  went  well. 

Burrows  is  one  of  the  many  scien- 
tists intimately  concerned  with  ENV- 
ISAT's  success. 

Aboard  the  satellite  is  a  tech- 
nology Burrows  helped  develop. 
SCHIAMACHY— Greek  for  "chasing 
shadows" — is  the  short  name  for 
the  Scanning  Imaging  Absorption 
Spectrometer  for  Atmospheric  Char- 
tography.  It  measures  the  reflection 
and  scattering  of  sunlight  through 


THAIN  WENDELL  MacDOWELL 

A  man,  nol  of  Kords,  but  of  actions. 
Thain  wa.s  born  in  the  parsonage  at  Lachute  in 
1890.  But  Lachute  was  no  place  for  a  minister'.s  son, 
so  "Mac"  journeyed  to  Brockville,  graduating  from 
the  Collegiate  in  '08.  His  academic  course  has 
been  as  consistently  illustrious  as  his  athletic  career. 
Besides  captaining  the  Jennings  Cup  Champions 
of  1912,  holder  of  "Athletic  vStick,"  rink  manager, 
Athletic  Union  president,  he  is  al.so  a  member  of 
the  Senior  Intercollegiate  rugby  and  hockey  teams. 
Osgoode  is  his  goal. 

Tornntonensis  1914 


Why  is  this  Victoria  College  graduate  a  Canadian  hero? 

Visit  the  Memorial  Room  in  the  Soldiers'  Tower,  1-.^  p.m.  Irom  April  9-12,  2007 
or  visit  wv\rw.alumni.utoronto.ca/ groups/ tower.asp 

Carillon  concerts  April  9  from  11  a.m.  -  12  noon  and  1:30  p.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 
visit  www.utoronto.ca/carillon 


the  atmosphere  over  a  wide  range  of 
wavelengths,  using  these  measure- 
ments to  determine  the  composition 
of  the  atmosphere  all  over  the  world. 
Compounds  such  as  the  greenhouse 
gases  carbon  dioxide,  methane,  ni- 
tric oxide  and  sulphur  dioxide  can  be 
accurately  tracked,  helping  scientists 
refine  the  mathematical  models  that 
predict  the  effects  of  climate  change. 

The  level  of  detail  obtained  by 
these  space  instruments  is  astound- 
ing: emissions  from  cargo  ships  trace 
oceanic  shipping  lanes  in  bold  lines, 
and  individual  emissions  sources, 
such  as  a  single  smelting  plant,  can 
be  pinpointed. 

"We  can  follow  human  behaviour 
from  space  and  more  or  less  pick  up 
individual  [industrial]  plants,"  Bur- 
rows said.  "During  the  Iraq  war,  a 
sulphite  plant  was  bombed.  We  saw 
plumes  for  days." 

Already,  the  data  collected  over  the 
past  five  years  indicates  that  China's 
contribution  to  global  air  pollution  is 
rapidly  increasing.  The  instruments 
can  also  visualize  slash-and-burn 
agriculture  in  the  Amazon  basin  and 
pollution  output  from  the  developing 
world  helping  to  demonstrate  how 
they  contribute  to  global  warming. 

Although  the  enormous  amount  of 
data  collected  by  ENVISAT  is  proving 
useful  in  many  ways,  it  is  not  without 
cost.  The  entire  project  cost  two  bil- 
lion euros  (around  $3  billion  Canadi- 
an) over  15  years,  making  the  SCHIA- 
MACHY instrument  bundle  relatively 
cheap — even  with  scientists  like  Bur- 
rows working  for  free. 

"It  costs  [the  same  as]  a  cup  of  cof- 
fee per  person  in  Europe  per  year 
SCHIAMACHY  cost  100  million  euros 
and  our  instruments  cost  100,000  eu- 
ros— we  worked  for  the  pleasure  of 
being  scientists." 

Burrows  insists  that  orbiting  re- 
mote-sensing technology  is  a  cost-ef- 
fective strategy,  and  over  time  costs 
will  likely  drop,  encouraging  engi- 
neers and  funding  agencies  to  build 
similar  devices  to  track  our  planet. 


//SCIENCE  IN 


The  scent  of  a  ladybug 

Alongside  droughts  and  frosts,  wine- 
makers  are  facing  a  new,  unlikely  en- 
emy: ladybugs.  This  plant-friendly 
bug  produces  a  characteristic  liquid 
with  an  odour  that  winemakers  say 
changes  the  aroma  and  flavour  of 
their  wines.  With  ladybug  populations 
on  the  rise,  more  of  them  are  acciden- 
tally ending  up  in  wine  and  tainting  it. 
Chemists  at  Iowa  State  University  as- 
sembled a  panel  of  human  "sniffers" 
and  a  sensitive  gas  chromatography 
sensor  to  help  them  identify  the  300 
different  odours  a  ladybug  can  give 
off.  Of  these,  only  four  contributed 
strongly  to  the  "ladybug  scent."  Sci- 
entists hope  research  into  this  can 
lead  to  the  elimination  of  the  offend- 
ing odour.  Entomologists  say  that  the 
rise  of  ladybugs  is  the  result  of  a  rise  in 
soybean  aphids — one  of  the  ladybugs' 
favourite  prey.  The  soybean  aphid  is 
an  invasive  species  in  the  Midwestern 
United  States  whose  booming  num- 
bers are  quickly  making  ladybugs  a 
nuisance  to  vineyards  and  other  pleui- 
tations. 

Source:  American  Chemical  Society 
nevus  release 
— SANDY HUEN 


Sulphur  makes  food  safer? 

Ever  since  the  presence  of  the  sus- 
pected carcinogen  acrylamide  in  food 
was  first  confirmed  in  2002,  scientists, 
food  experts  and  the  medical  com- 
munity have  been  investigating  ways 
to  reduce  the  chemical's  risk.  Acryl- 
amide forms  when  foods  like  potatoes, 
wheat  and  other  cereals,  and  (sorry 
to  tell  you  this)  coffee  are  cooked  at 
high  temperatures.  So  far,  the  main 
solution  for  reducing  acrylamide  lev- 
els in  food  has  been  lowering  cooking 
temperatures.  Now,  scientists  from 
the  University  of  Reading  have  come 
up  with  another  way  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  acrylamide  in  our  foods. 
They  propose  changing  the  growing 
environments  of  plants,  with  the  aim 
of  reducing  levels  of  asparagine,  a  pre- 
cursor of  acrylamide.  The  scientists 
discovered  that  plants  grown  in  low- 
sulphur  soil  had  drastically  higher 
amounts  of  asparagine  than  those 
grown  in  soil  with  higher  sulphur  lev- 
els. By  controlling  the  plant's  growing 
conditions,  researchers  say  we  can 
limit  the  amount  of  acrylamide  that 
makes  it  into  our  food. 
Source:  Society  for  Experimental 
Biology  Annual  Meeting 
— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 
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You've  reached  new  heights. 


At  Ernst  &  Young  our  commitment  to  your  personal  growth  and 
success  will  get  you  moving  in  the  right  direction. 
Congratulations  and  welcome  to  our  incoming 
class  from  University  of  Toronto. 
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TELEPHONE  ACCOUNT  EXECUTIVES 

The  Venulum  Group  is  a  multinational  private  wealth  management  finm.  Venulum  Inc  specialises  in 
promoting  attemative  investments  and  mutual  funds  to  accredited  investors. 

Venulum's  Toronto  office  is  located  in  the  Royal  Trust  Tower  in  the  heart  of  the  Downtown 

financial  district 

You  will  be  working  in  comfortable,  motivating  sunroundings.  The  ideal  candidates  will  be  dedicated, 
ambitious,  conscientious  and  hardworking. 

We  cumently  have  positions  available  in  three  departments. 
Full  training  is  provided  and  we  also  have  a  fast-track  policy  of  promotion  for  employees  who  excel 

in  their  positions. 


1 0  New  Business 
Development 
Executives 
26k  to  40k 


4  Client 
Acquisition 
Executives 
42k  to  90k 


2  Senior 
Account 
Managers 
52kto200k+ 


If  you  are  looking  for  a  challenging  career  in  the  investment  industry,  and  you  believe  you  possess 
the  necessary  qualities  to  succeed  with  Venulum.  please  call  4 1 6  640  542 1  to  arrange  an  interview 
and  receive  the  status,  recognition  and  rewards  you  deserve. 

Please  quote  the  following  refeiwce  number.  32772 

These  are  sales  based  roles  offering  a  salary  plus  commission  and  bonuses;  only  apply  if  you  are 
interested  in  working  in  telephone  sales. 

No  opportunities  are  available  in  any  other  department 

Web:  vwvw.venulumincconri  Absolutely  no  e-mailed  applications  will  be  accepted. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


SMALL  MARKHAM  COMPANY  HIRING 

an  administrative  assistant  F/T  who 
can  work  independently,  familiarity 
with  accounting  software  and  Microsoft 
Office  an  asset,  training  provided.  Fax 
resume  to  ATTN:  Louise  (905)  940-2433. 

ANIMATED  CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS 
NEEDED 

To  present  fun  &  hands-on  activities  in 
elementary  schools.  Car  and  exp.  with 
kids  req'd.  Cool  activities.  Gain  valu- 
able teaching  experience.  Pay:  $22.50/1 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5282  Ext.  31  or  email: 
employment@madscience.on.ca 

SCIENTISTS  /  CHEMISTS  NEEDED!!! 

Need  cash?  Job  experience?  Toronto 
company  looking  for  student  lab  techni- 
cian /  scientist  to  assist  with  new  project 
in  growth  industry.  Must  have  knowl- 
edge of  chemical  vapour  deposition 
(CVD)  technology.  Initial  contract  -  one 
weekend.  More  part-time  work  to  follow. 
Top  pay.  Qualified  applicants  submit 
applications  by  email  to  jewel@tuovi. 
com  or  by  fax  to  416-352-5960. 


FOR  SALE 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

PC  COMPUTER  SERVICE 

Free  estimate.  25%  discount  for  U  of  T 
students.  Repairs  and  upgrades  at  your 
home.  Microtronics  co.  Phone:  416-423- 
6069,  Cell:  416-669-5700. 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help 
with  all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in 
resumes,  applications,  and  appeals. 
Call  416-960-9042.  Email:  customessay® 
bellnet.ea.  Online:  customessaycom 


TUTORING 


PRIVATE  MATH  TUTOR 

PhD  in  Mathematics,  many  years  expe- 
rience teaching,  tutoring  mathematics 
to  Ontario  high  school  and  university 
students.  Individual  tutoring,  very  close 
to  subway  416-452-0279. 

TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 

GET  HELP  NOW! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  135,  136,  235,  ECO  220,  CHM 
138,  139,  247  PHYS  110.  PAST  TESTS 
AND  EXAMS  FOR  PRACTICE.  (416)-785- 


DON'T  PANIC! 
PREPARE  FOR  EXAMS  NOW!! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  CHM  138,  139,  247  MATH  125,  135, 
235,  ECO  220,  ,  PHYS  110.  Past  Exams 
With  Solutions  Available  for  Practice. 
(416)-785-8898. 
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•  store  your  items  In  breathable  storage  boxes  and  garment  bogs 

•  store  your  Items  in  a  secure,  climate-controlled  studio 

•  Store  your  items  fully  insured 

•  Have  your  Hems  picked  up  from  your  dorm, 
apartment,  or  house  and  returned  fo  you  when 
you  need  them,  wiierever  you  are  in  Toronto 

•  Cost;  $160-$250  (Including  return  delivery) 
for  4  months  of  storage 

•  Airlines  charge  of  least  $  1 75  to  carry  one  extra 
suitcase  on  a  flight. 

•  Self  storage  costs  $90  per  month  and  ypu 
have  fo  deliver  and  collect 


e:  contacf@storeyourdorm.ca    t:  416-607-6608 
260  Adelaide  St.  East  PO  Box  127  Toronto,  Ontario    MSA  INL 


BROWN  makes  the 
difference  for  you, 
so  that  you  can  do 

the  same  for  others. 


Career  and  Work  Counsellor 
Ctiild  and  Youth  Worker 
Early  Childhood  Education 


Now  that  you've  graduated  with  a  degree  in  Psychology  or  Sociology,  you  may 
be  looking  for  an  opportunity  to  develop  an  area  of  specialization.  Our  postgraduate 
and  fast-track  programs  take  your  theoretical  knowledge  and  lets  you  apply  it  in 
a  hands-on  learning  environment.  With  our  wide  range  of  agency  and  community 
contacts,  you'll  gain  experience  in  the  field  that  leads  to  jobs  -  90%  of  our 
graduates  get  a  job  within  six  months.  Visit  us  online  to  sign  up  for  an  information 
session  today,  and  we'll  get  you  ready  to  make  a  difference. 


To  register  for  your  information  session, 
go  to  georgebrown.ca/infosesslons 
For  program  information, 
go  to  georgebrown.ca/postgrad 


GEORGE 


theVARSn 


THURSDAY,  APRIL  5, 2007 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO'S  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SINCE  1492 


Golden  Naylor  to  be  erected 


Poopie  McGoldberg 

DUDE  ON  TOILET 


In  an  act  many  have  deemed  "sheer 
exploitation"  of  U  of  T  students' 
apathy,  a  newly  proposed  Student 
Centre  will  be  a  giant,  30-storey 
structure  that  bears  a  suspicious 
resemblance  to  U  of  T's  president 
David  Naylor.  The  Student  Centre, 
which  SAC  (soon  to  be  UTSU)  voted 
for  unanimously  earlier  this  month, 
will  cost  $420  million.  Made  of  ap- 
proximately 500  million  tons  of  steel 
and  earth,  the  entire  exterior  of  the 
building  will  be  plated  with  gold. 
Furthermore,  its  facade,  uncanny 
likeliness  of  Naylor,  will  even  be 
complete  with  glasses  and  a  slight 
smirk. 

Asked  to  comment,  Naylor  called 
the  structure  "an  achievement  not 
only  for  the  university,  but  for  the 
entire  Toronto  downtown  commu- 
nity." 

"It's  not  only  going  to  be  a  great 
place  to  hang  out  and  shoot  the 
breeze,"  he  continued.  "On  a  clear 
day,  it's  gonna  be  visible  from  Ham- 
ilton. The  structure  that  will  em- 
body integrity,  hope,  courage,  and 
really,  really  outrageous  goodlook- 
ingness." 

The  Student  Centre's  proposal 
took  a  few  months  to  be  ratified, 
mainly  due  to  the  president's  in- 
sistence on  the  building's  appear- 
ance. After  numerous  difficulties 
with  propositions  from  some  of  the 
world's  leading  architectual  and  de- 
sign groups,  Naylor  offered  a  no-bid 
contract  to  his  little  brother,  Archie 
"The  Snake"  Naylor. 

Archie  "The  Snake"  Naylor  has 
had  no  prior  history  in  creating 
buildings,  but  President  Naylor  said 
that  his  brother's  prior  achieve- 
ments in  Lego  technology  and  K'nex 
speak  for  themselves.  When  asked 
if  he  thought  he  was  experienced 
enough,,  Archie  "The  Snake"  Naylor 
had  this  to  say: 

"1  dunno  what  you  think  is  'quali- 
fied,' but  you  can  take  your  'snaz- 
zy' college  degree  and  shove  it  up 
your  [expletive  deleted]  "hole".  I 


Naytor's  gilded  edifice  will  soon  stare  down  students,  commuters,  Yorkville,  and  Hamilton. 


don't  need  any  of  you  people  to  tell 
me  what's  'structurally  sound,'  or 
'cost  effective,'  or  'not  a  complete 
eyesore,'  or  what  you  'thinks'  me 
should  do." 

SAC  chairperson  Jen  Hassum, 
who  kindly  turned  down  the  vol- 
ume of  the  megaphone  she  speaks 


through,  said  she  had  her  doubts 
over  the  proposal  when  Archie 
"The  Snake"  Naylor  brought  in  a 
scale  model  of  the  structure  in  to 
the  SAC  observatory's  auditorium- 
cum-cafeteria. 

"When  Naylor's  brother  wheeled 
in  the  model,  the  president  was  all 


hushed  and  quiet.  Then  he  stood  up, 
ran  over  to  the  model,  and  pushed 
it  on  to  the  ground,  yelling,  'What  is 
this,  a  centre  for  ants!?  It's  has  to  be 
at  least...  five  times  bigger!' 

"1  mean,  he's  absolutely  right.  But 
we  should  have  a  referendum  on  it 
first." 


U  of  T  unveils  Antarctican 
history  courses 

History  department  thaws  under  charges  of  anti-Antarctican  racism 


Herschel  Himmelfarb 

ORIENTALIST  BUREAU  CHIEF 


U  of  T  is  moving  forward  with  new  pro- 
posed changes  to  the  courses  offered 
by  its  History  department.  After  student 
groups  accused  U  of  T  of  harbouring  a 
Eurocentric  bias  towards  certain  areas 
of  the  world,  mainly  Europe  and  her 
daughter  continent.  North  America,  the 
university  put  pressure  on  the  history 


department  to  represent  all  geographic 
locations  equally  in  its  teachings. 

The  department  will  now  require  all 
current  History  professors  to  take  on 
at  least  one  new  subject,  and  be  ready 
to  teach  it  for  the  fall  2007  session.  New 
subjects  to  be  offered  under  the  settle- 
ment include  history  courses  on;  Leso- 
tho, Uzbekistan,  Benin,  Liechtenstein, 
Burkina  Paso,  Andora,  Wake  Island,  the 
Micronation  of  Sealand,  The  Federated 


States  of  Micronesia:  Chunk,  Pohnpei, 
Ulithi,  and  Yap,  and  lastly,  the  entire 
continent  of  Antarctica. 

"This  is  totally  absurd,"  protested 
Professor  Juri  Kivimae,  who  holds 
the  Elmar  Tampold  Chair  of  Estonian 
Studies.  "This  scheme  would  require 
the  teaching  of  courses  nobody  re- 
ally cares  about.  It  would  be  a  complete 
waste  of  time." 

Kivimae,  who  under  the  new  rules 


will  be  required  to  teach  three  courses 
on  the  history  of  Antarctica,  also  point- 
ed out  that  the  History  department  gets 
cdong  fine  despite  many  other  biases 
and  contradictions  in  place.  "For  ex- 
ample, we  currently  choose  to  mainly 
focus  only  on  the  cultural  history  of  the 
past  6,000  years,  while  humans  have 
been  around  a  lot  longer  than  that. 
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UTSC  meth 
lab  bust 
'explains  a  lot' 


Saarsgard  von  Barmsmachen  mit 
Sauerkraut 

DER  KAISER 


When  UTSC  janitor  Helga  Gross- 
bottom  came  to  work  last  Saturday 
morning,  the  last  thing  she  expected 
was  to  find  a  den  of  drugs  and  sin. 

But  that's  exactly  what  she  uncov- 
ered when  she  was  assigned  to  clean 
out  a  locked  storage  room  marked 
B-006  that  her  boss,  caretaking 
supervisor  Clem  Swizzlestick,  told 
her  had  fallen  into  disuse.  Instead 
of  brooms  and  squeegees,  however, 
Grossbottom  found  a  fully-function- 
ing crystal  meth  lab. 

"I  found  three  students  there, 
all  wearing  rubber  gloves  and  face 
masks,"  said  Grossbottom.  "When 
they  took  off  the  masks,  they  looked 
really  scary.  They  had  practically 
no  teeth,  eyes  bugging  out  of  their 
sockets,  and  they  kept  scratching 
themselves  and  talking  really,  really 
fast.  1  asked  them  what  they  were 
scratching  at.  and  they  said  it  was 
the  bugs  crawling  all  over  them." 

But  it  gets  worse. 

"Then,  1  noticed  that  there  were 
computers,  and  other  students 
getting  advice  about  their  health 
plans. ..and  a  big  sign  that  said, 
'SCSU-We're  here  to  serve  you.' 
That's  when  1  realized... this  wasn't 
any  ordinary  broom  closet." 

It  wasn't  until  later,  as  she  was 
feeding  her  cat,  Bitsy,  at  home,  that 
Grossbottom  realized  that  the  meth 
lab  was  the  work  of  none  other  than 
UTSC's  wacky  student  union. 

But  by  that  time,  the  culprits  had 
escaped. 

Reactions  across  U  of  T's  three 
campuses  to  the  discovery  were 
mixed. 

"Now  everything  that's  happened 
at  SCSU  in  the  past  month  totally 
makes  sense,"  said  UTM  student 
politician  Walied  Khogali.  "The 
crazy  elections,  the  infighting,  the 
board  meetings  where  everyone 
had  the  stamina  to  stay  up  until  two 
in  the  morning  discussing  the  ins 
and  outs  of  Robert's  fucking  Rules 
of  Order — it  all  makes  sense  if  they 
were  high  as  kites." 

SCSU's  spring  elections  were 
plagued  by  irregularities,  and 
many  outside  observers  had  been 
stumped  by  the  whole  mess.  SAC 
chairperson  Jen  Hassum  agreed 
that  the  meth  lab  "really  kind  of  ex- 
plains a  lot  of  things." 

"It  also  goes  a  long  way  towards 
clearing  up  the  constant,  all-night 
psy-trance  dance  parties  at  the 
ARC,"  she  added. 

"It's  all  true,"  admitted  SCSU  pres- 
ident-elect Rob  Wulkan.  "We  ran  the 
lab.  We  totally  got  hooked  on  that 
shit  because  we  were  trying  to  stay 
up  really  late  to  debate  policy,  and 
then  it  just  got  out  of  hand.  We're 
really  just  very,  very  dedicated  peo- 
ple. We  love  our  jobs,  and  we  want- 
ed to  never  sleep  so  that  we  could 
help  students." 

He  then  broke  off  and  tried  to  sell 
me  a  bunch  of  stolen  forks. 
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Preparation  Seminars 


Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 
Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
Simulated  Practice  Exams 
Free  Repeat  Policy 
Personal  Tutoring  Available 
Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

www,oxfordseininars,com 


BUSINESS 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


intensive  60-Hour  Program 
Classroom  Mlanagement  Techniques 
Detailed  Lesson  Planning 
Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 
Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 
*  Teacher  Placement  Service 
'  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 
Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

■J  Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416.924-3240/1-800-JJ9.1J79 
www.oxfordseminars.com 


Winning  at  \Nork 

May  7-11,  2007 

Held  at  the  University  of  Guelph-Humber,  Toronto 

Business  Boot  Camp:  Winning  at  Work  provides 
the  knowledge  and  skills  required  to  thrive  and 
survive  in  the  workplace. 

Don't  be  MIAI  Learn  what  employers  want  and 
how  best  to  meet  those  needs  from  industry 
leaders  and  professional  coaches. 

For  program  and  registration  information  visit 

www.BusinessCamp.ca 

519-767-5000 
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Beaver  buff  snafu  at  frat 


Living  room  'beaver  buffing'  confounds,  divides 
Christian  fratboys 


Poopie  McGoldberg 

DUDE  ON  BIDET 


U  of  T  police  have  been  unable  to  lo- 
cate a  woman  who  entered  the  Kappa 
Alpha  fraternity  house  on  Thursday 
and  proceeded,  without  permission, 
to  "buff  the  beaver"  on  a  couch. 

While  fraternity  members  were 
eating  in  the  dining  room,  a  woman 
entered  the  house's  living  room,  took 
off  her  clothes  and  went  on  "manual 
override,"  according  to  KA  member 
Micha  Gorelick,  a  second-year  stu- 
dent. 

No  one  saw  the  woman  enter  the 


house  or  knew  how  she  got  in.  Gore- 
lick  said  she  could  have  entered 
through  the  back  door,  which  was  left 
open  as  the  kitchen  was  undergoing 
repairs. 

After  realizing  there  was  a  naked 
woman  "tickling  her  taco"  on  their 
couch,  shocked  frat  boys  asked  the 
woman  to  leave  the  house,  but  she 
refused  and  continued  for  nearly  an 
hour,  Gorelick  said. 

"We  were  puzzled,  because  there's 
no  section  in  our  bylaws  setting  out 
policies  for  dealing  with  this  kind 

SEE  BEAVER  - PG  4 


Muff  sighted  on  fraternity  couch. 
Confusion  ensues. 


■ANTARCTICA'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

Why  does  no  one  teach  history  of  Que- 
bec: 21,000  to  18,000  BCE?" 

The  department  took  note  of  Kivi- 
mae's  point,  and  as  a  result  he  will  now 
be  teaching  history  of  Quebec:  21,000 
to  18,000  BCE,  beginning  in  September 
2007. 

Leading  the  revolutionary  student 
protest  against  the  university  was  the 
head  of  Areas  Needing  Urgent  Study, 
Solveig  Gunbjorg  Jacobsen.  Born  and 
raised  at  the  Novolazarevskaya  Station 
monitoring  base  on  the  Princess  Astrid 
Coast  of  Antarctica,  Jacobsen  was  ad- 
mitted to  U  of  T  through  New  College  in 
2006.  Since  then  she  has  fought  hard  to 
win  recognition  of  her  homeland  in  the 
U  of  T  course  curriculum. 

"It  made  me  sick  that  the  racist  bigots 
who  run  the  history  department  would 
overlook  the  world's  fifth  largest  land 
mass  in  their  so-called  'comprehen- 
sive' offerings.  When  the  U  of  T  course 
calendar  arrived  in  the  mail,  1  opened  it 
up  and  basically  saw  a  big  'Fuck  you  if 
you're  from  Antarctica'  written  inside." 

Upon  arriving  in  Toronto  this  past 
fall,  Jacobsen,  along  with  a  few  other 
outspoken  left-wing  supporters,  man- 


aged to  coax  the  already  existing  group. 
Student  Promoting  Ethical  Research 
into  Micronations,  into  entering  her  Ar- 
eas Needing  Urgent  Study,  a  new  team 
devoted  to  lobbying  against  the  focal 
biases  of  the  History  department. 

Jacobsen's  grievances  with  the  his- 
tory department  received  a  frosty 
response  at  best.  She  took  matters  up 
with  professor  Rick  Halpern,  who  is  the 
chair  of  America  studies  at  U  of  T,  and 
principal  of  New  College. 

In  a  recent  interview  with  the  Varsity, 
Halpern  suggested  that  Antarctican 
history  just  didn't  fit  the  U  of  T  mould: 
"If  you  actually  study  the  history  of  Ant- 
arctica, you'll  discover  that  in  1959  45 
nations — including  the  United  States 
and  the  USSR — signed  the  Antarctic 
Treaty,  which  prohibits  all  mineral  min- 
ing and  military  activity.  Think  about  it. 
If  there's  no  exploitation  of  resources 
going  on,  and  there's  no  military  con- 
flict there,  why  on  earth  would  the  U 
of  T  history  department  care  about  it? 
Do  you  really  think  that  we  give  two 
shits  about  4,000  science  freaks  freez- 
ing their  nuts  off  in  a  bunch  of  tin  cans? 
Yeah  right.  Maybe  if  there  was  a  Holo- 
caust down  there  or  something." 

Jacobsen  remembers  her  first  meet- 


ing with  Halpern  with  resentment.  "He 
literally  told  me  to  'chill  out,' — a  term 
1  happen  to  find  extremely  offensive 
in  this  given  context.  He  just  sat  there 
smugly  sipping  his  coffee.  His  complete 
dismissal  of  my  people  and  my  cultur- 
al heritage  made  me  irate  enough  to 
take  things  to  the  next  level." 

Soon  after,  Jacobsen  launched  a 
media  blitz.  Stepping  into  to  help  was 
the  CBC's  best  vaguely  communist 
politi-punk-pundit  George  Stroumbou- 
lopoulos,  who  became  an  honourary 
member  of  both  Students  Promoting 
Ethical  Research  into  Micronations 
and  Areas  Needing  Urgent  Study  live 
on  his  show  The  //our  while  interview- 
ing Jacobsen. 

Fearing  more  embarrassing  press 
for  the  university,  U  of  T  president  Da- 
vid Naylor  personally  stepped  in  and 
pressured  the  department  of  history 
into  accepting  the  demands  of  Areas 
Needing  Urgent  Study. 

Next  up  for  Jacobsen's  group:  plan- 
etary equality  in  the  history  depart- 
ment. "Today,  not  even  one  per  cent  of 
university  courses  focus  on  the  histo- 
ries and  cultures  of  two  of  the  largest 
planets  in  our  solar  system,  Jupiter 
and  Saturn." 


//DEPARTIVIENT  OF  CORRECTIONS 


In  this  Monday's  issue,  the  Varsity  failed  multiple  times  to  mention  media  darling  and  hot  philosophy  prof 
Mark  Kingwell. 

We  could've  dropped  Dr.  Kingwell's  name  any  number  of  times:  we  skipped  over  him  on  our  list  of  $100,000+ 
earners  (Kingwell  clocks  in  at  a  measly  $137,000),  and  then  missed  the  chance  to  broadcast  Kingwell's  opin- 
ions on  the  Liberian  president's  speech,  or  the  beating  of  God-doubting  crusader  Justin  Trottier. 
The  Varsity  respects  Dr.  Kingwell's  right  to  constant,  uninterrupted  publicity  and  regrets  the  indiscretion. 


THAIN  WENDELL  MacDOWELL 

.1  man,  not  of  'nords.  hut  cd  actions. 
Thain  was  born  in  the  parsonage  at  Lachute  in 
1890.  But  Lachnte  was  no  place  for  a  mini.ster's  son, 
so  "Mac"  journeyed  to  Brockville,  graduating  from 
the  Collegiate  in  '08.  His  academic  course  ha.s 
been  as  consistently  illustrious  as  his  athletic  career. 
Re.sides  captaining  the  Jennings  Cup  Champions 
of  19 1 2,  holder  of  "Athletic  vStick,"  rink  manager, 
Athletic  L'nion  president,  he  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Senior  Intercollegiate  rugby  and  hockey  teams. 
Osgoode  is  his  goal. 

Tnrniito)ie}isis  I9l'i 


mm 


Why  is  this  Victoria  College  graduate  a  Canadian  hero? 

Visit  the  Memorial  Room  in  ilie  Soldiers  Tower,  1-3  p.m.  from  April  9-12,  2007 
or  visit  www.alumni.utoronto.ca/groups/tower.asp 

Carillon  concerts  April  9  from  11  a.m.  -  12  noon  and  1:30  p.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 
visit  www.utoronto.ca/carillon 
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//NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Bubble's  future  to  be  decided  in  a  10-kiiometer  race 


In  a  bid  to  resolve  a  month-old  deadlock  on 
the  fate  of  the  Varsity  Centre  bubble,  student 
leaders  and  administrators  have  decided  to 
hold  a  race  to  settle  the  matter. 

Instead  of  debating  a  proposed  $35-a-year 
increase  in  athletics  fees  at  the  Governing 
Council's  university  affairs  board  meeting, 
one  student  leader  and  one  administration 
member  will  suit  up  and  face  off  in  a  10-kilo- 
metre race — or  25  times  around  the  bubble. 

The  loser  of  the  race  will  pick  up  the  tab  for 
the  Varsity  Centre. 

Student  leaders  have  chosen  SAC  VP  ex- 
ternal-elect David  Scrivener,  a  wiry  scrapper 
who  they  hope  will  bring  them  victory. 

("In  case  Scrivener  fails,  I've  been  studying 
the  SAC  bylaws  for  a  little  something  called 
a  'special  general  meeting',"  a  SAC  source 


confided,  speaking 
on  condition  of  ano- 
nymity.) 

U  of  T's  administra- 
tion, meanwhile,  will 
be  represented  by 
provost  Vivek  Goel. 

"People  wonder 
why  1  got  paid  $500 
more  than  university 
president  David  Nay- 
lor  last  year.  On  April 
17,  those  motherfuck- 
ers better  be  taking 
notes,"  Goel  taunted, 
as  he  punched  the 
air  in  anticipation. 
-EMILY  SHELTON 


Provost  Vivek  Goeh 
$370,000  of  sheer 
athleticism 


//DEPARTMENT  OF  CONGRATULATIONS 


r/ie  Vhrs/Yy  wishes  to  congratulate  this  year's  most  prolific  contributors:  Em- 
ily Shelton  (left)  and  David  Scrivener  (right),  our  own  intrepid  Woodward  and 
Bernstein,  who  never  hesitated  to  cover  a  story  when  the  call  came.  Well  done, 
folks!  We  could  have  never  managed  without  you. 
As  for  Andrea  Armborst  (centre),  why  is  she  always  smiling  like  that? 


RING  DAYS  AT  UofT 


Sid  Smith  (Main  Floor)  Hallway 
Mon.,  Apr.  9™  -  Fri.,  Apr.  13  '"    2pni  -  6pni 

LAST  CHANCE  TO  ORDER  YOUR  RING  FOR  GRADUATION! 


For  brocKure  and  p 


Buy  your  ring  now 


^jostens 


■mail  io5ronl\(fK'i'--vmpatico.ca 


-/SAVE  10% 


Quality  josteiis 
graclualicin  rings 
are  custom  made 
to  your  order! 


Main  Campus 

(Koffor  Buiidiiw) 
(4l6)640-79a' 


UTSC  Bootore 
Third  rioor, 
Biaden  Wing 
(416)  724-8213 


UTM  Boobtore 
Firsr  Roor, 
Soulli  BuiUiny 
(90S)  8ZS.5272 


CFS's  'dirty  playbook' 
revealed — in  a  dream 


Dave  "Dire"  Scrivener 

MUCKY-MUCK 


Last  week,  bomb-throwing  journalist  Joey  Cole- 
man had  a  hot  dream. 

Instead  of  conjuring  up  nubile  cheerleaders 
or  beefy  engineers,  like  other  university  stu- 
dents, the  24-year  old  McMaster  student,  who 
Maclean's  calls  "Canada's  most  popular  student 
blogger,"  dreamt  he  had  got  hold  of  something 
much  harder:  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Stu- 
dents' "dirty  playbook." 

CFS  is  Canada's  largest  student  lobby  group. 
In  the  past,  critics  have  accused  it  of  not  disclos- 
ing the  secretive  "section  II-K"  of  its  bylaws — 
just  the  document  Coleman  now  claims  to  have 
gotten  hold  of,  in  his  dream. 

"It  all  falls  into  place  now,  don't  you  see?" 
the  whistleblower,  who  claimed  to  have  been 
"changed"  by  his  experience,  said  breathlessly 
in  an  interview  with  the  Varsity. 

"Why  was  Amanda  Aziz  elected  [CFS's]  na- 
tional chair?  Why  did  McGill's  student  union 
take  out  prospective  membership  in  CFS?  Why 
did  Titus  Gregory  get  a  job  at  Kwantlen  students' 
union  (still  have  to  check  with  my  many  sources 
on  that  one)?" 

"It  all  makes  sense!"  he  exclaimed. 

The  enterprising  Coleman  recalls  finding  the 
CFS  "playbook"  in  a  dream,  in  which  he  dodged 
poison-tipped  arrows  and  camera  strap-swing- 
ing staffers  during  an  incredible  chase  scene 
deep  inside  the  CFS  national  offices  in  Ottawa, 
and  also  on  top  of  a  blimp.  Coleman  eventually 
took  shelter  in  a  secluded  room,  where  he  says 
he  was  confronted  by  a  strange  cyborg  called 
"Link  3000,"  who  was  initially  aggressive — until 
muckraker  Coleman  deftly  defused  the  situa- 
tion. 

"The  Link  3000  became  surprisingly  civil  once 


Who  pulls  the  levers  at  the  Canadian  Federation  of 
Students?  This  guy,  says  blogger  Joey  Coleman,  who 
saw  it  all  in  a  dream. 

I  flashed  him  my  Maclean's  badge,"  Coleman  re- 
counted. "He  even  offered  me  coffee  and  called 
me  a  cab  afterward." 

Cowed  by  the  press  badge.  The  Link  proceed- 
ed to  read  Coleman  "section  II-K,"  which  actu- 
ally details  a  secret  rite  performed  at  each  CFS 
annual  meeting,  in  which  the  "the  new  recruits" 
are  made  to  drink  "the  Koolaid,"  whose  recipe 
remains  a  trade  secret. 

"I'll  be  publishing  what  this  CFS  recipe  is  on 
my  new  Maclean's  blog  tomorrow,"  Coleman 
teased. 

Meanwhile,  Amanda  Aziz  at  the  CFS  said  she 
had  not  heard  of  the  existence  of  CFS  "Koolaid" 
or  the  "dirty  playbook." 

"Clearly  this  is  the  work  of  a  febrile  imagina- 
tion," she  said.  An  unnamed  staffer,  however, 
was  more  frank  when  asked  about  how  one 
could  connect  to  "The  Link  3000." 

"The  Link — how'd  you  hear  about  that?" 

"What's  your  problem — ,"  the  tinny  voice 
shouted  and  the  line  went  dead. 
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is  Your  Solution! 
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One  Click  Does  It  All 

Pack  Your  Stuff  and  Relax 


www.UNIVERSITYBOXES.ca 


or  give  us  a  call  at  416.270.0798 
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•  store  your  items  in  breathable  storage  boxes  and  garment  bags 

•  Store  your  items  in  a  secure,  climate-controlled  studio 

•  Store  your  items  fully  insured 

•  Have  your  items  picked  up  from  your  dorm, 
apartment,  or  tiouse  and  returned  to  you  when 
you  need  them,  wherever  you  are  in  Toronto 

•  Cost;  $160- $250  (including  return  delivery) 
for  4  months  of  storage 

•  Airlines  charge  at  least  $1 75  to  carry  one  extra 
suitcase  on  a  flight. 

•  Self  Storage  costs  $90  per  month  and  you 
have  to  deliver  and  collect 


e:  contact@storeyourdornn.ca    t:  416-607-6608 
260  Adelaide  St.  East  PO  Box  127  Toronto,  Ontario   MSA  INl 


'BEAVER'  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  2 

of  situation,"  said  Gorelick.  Kappa 
Alpha's  parent  organization  is  a  strict 
evangelical  sect. 

But  the  incident  revealed  hidden 
fault-lines  within  the  fraternity,  when 
two  fraternity  members  called  an 
emergency  session  of  the  fraternity 
council  to  suspend  the  normal  oper- 
ating code. 

"This  was  just  a  sign  from  God  that 
he  wanted  us  all  to  get  laid,"  claimed 
one  of  the  brothers  Zach  LeDouche, 
who  has  since  broken  with  his  former 
mates. 

"And  meanwhile  all  these  limp- 
prick  Bible-beaters  were  reaching  for 
their  crucifixes,"  said  LeDouche. 

After  four  hours  of  heated  debate, 
LeDouche's  "Sex  for  All"  amendment 
to  the  KA's  operating  policies  was 
passed  by  the  fraternity  council. 

But  it  was  too  late. 

After  a  solid  five  hours  of  "looking 
for  the  man  in  the  canoe,"  the  wom- 
an had  walked  out  of  the  back  door 
wearing  only  a  thigh-length  black 
coat,  but  only  after  fraternity  mem- 
ber Zach  Simmons  called  the  police. 
When  police  arrived,  minutes  later, 
the  mystery  woman  was  nowhere  to 
be  found. 

According  to  a  police  report,  the 
woman  was  between  20  and  30  years 
old,  had  short  brown  hair  and  ap- 
peared to  be  under  the  influence  of 
drugs. 

"That's  the  last  time  I  click  the 
mouse  in  a  frathouse,"  a  bystander 
heard  the  woman  commenting  as  she 
left  the  frathouse. 


ASTHMA 

If  you  are  12  years  and  above,  have  asthma,  you  may  be 
eligible  to  participate  in  a  clinical  research  study  using 
approved  Inhalers  in  a  new  combination. 


You  will  be  reimbursed  up  to  $  1000  for  your  time  and 
expenses. 

Please  call  Dr.  A.  Cheema  @  Mississauga 
@905  566  1200 


MANYA 
A  Living  History  of  Marie  Curie 

by  Susan  Mane  Frontczak,  Stor\smith'S) 

A  one-woman  theatrical  performance  exploring  the 
life  of  Marie  Curie,  best  known  for  the  discovery  of 
radium  and  radioactivity  and  winner  of  Nobel  Prizes 
in  Physics  and  Chemistry.  Her  story  is  a  compelling 
journey  from  childhood  political  oppression  to  fame, 
and  eventually  tragedy  mixed  with  greater  worldwide 
prominence  as  a  scientific  leader. 

Wednesday,  April  11,  2007  •  7:30  p.m. 
Isabel  Bader  Theatre,  93  Charies  Street  West 
Free  Admission  •  General  Seating 


Presented  by  the  DepartmetU  of  Physics  at  the 
University  of  loronio.  f  or  more  tnfoimation,  visit 
www.physics.utoronto.ca  or  call  416-978-2933. 


//SABRE  RATTLING 


Venezuelan  president  Hugo  Chavez  is  presented  the  "Sword  of  the  CFS"  award  by  CPS 
national  office  staffers  during  last  week's  visit.  "May  you  use  this  sword  to  spread  the 
crusade  of  free  tuition  to  South  America,"  CFS  staffer  Ian  Boyko  (right)  bade  him. 


In  Ottawa,  Chavez 
finds  fellow  travellers 


Canned  Vittles 

WE  HATE  COMMIE  PINKOS 


In  a  well-timed  diplomatic  move,  Ven- 
ezuelan president  Hugo  Chavez  flew 
into  Ottawa  this  morning  to  hold  a 
rally  with  student  activists  and  meet 
with  top  officials  from  the  Canadian 
Federation  of  Students.  The  leftist 
leader  praised  their  recent  success 
in  the  latest  round  of  student  govern- 
ment elections,  where  many  pro-CFS 
tickets  received  large  mandates. 

Chavez,  a  long-time  admirer,  often 
compares  the  CFS's  political  struggle 
for  lower  tuition  fees  to  his  own  Boli- 
varian  Revolution.  In  front  of  a  roaring 
audience  at  the  Corel  Centre,  Chavez 
declared  that  "it  was  clear  that  Ca- 
nadian students  understand  that  the 
path  to  a  new  and  better  world  is  not 
capitalism,  the  path  is  socialism!" 
He  was  also  sure  to  direct  one  of  his 
trademark  insults  at  Prime  Minister 
Stephen  Harper,  calling  him  a  "fascist 
pig,"  to  which  the  students  cheered 
loudly. 

Tomorrow,  talks  between  the  presi- 
dent and  the  CFS  are  expected  to  pro- 
duce an  agreement  to  share  "resourc- 
es and  expertise"  in  order  to  spread 
"21st-century  socialism"  throughout 
the  Americas.  Characteristic  of  his 
policies  towards  allies,  Chavez  has 


offered  to  provide  a  portion  of  Vene- 
zuela's oil  revenues  to  the  CFS,  largely 
to  reduce  Canadian  student  fees  and 
help  bolster  the  federation's  political 
influence.  He  also  wants  to  create  an 
exchange  program,  in  which  selected 
Canadian  students  could  go  to  Venezu- 
ela or  Cuba  to  learn  the  magic  of  media 
censorship,  a  centrally-planned  econ- 
oiiiy,  and  anti-American  populism. 

Philip  Link,  a  top  player  with  the 
CFS,  believes  the  organization  can 
learn  a  lot  from  Chavez.  Link  is  hoping 
to  host  a  two-hour  weekly  radio  pro- 
gram, modeled  after  Chavez's  state- 
broadcast  television  show,  that  will 
transmit  political  messages  across 
all  CFS-affiliated  campus  radio  sta- 
tions. There  have  also  been  rumours 
increasing  calls  to  re-write  the  consti- 
tution of  many  student  governments 
in  order  to  allow  CFS  officials  to  run 
for  office  directly,  instead  of  through 
intermediaries. 

Harper  has  condemned  the  visit 
and  accused  Chavez  and  the  CFS  of 
undermining  democracy  in  both  Latin 
America  and  Canadian  academia. 
Asked  about  alleged  voting  abnormali- 
ties during  the  recent  York  University 
student  elections,  Chavez  replied  that 
the  accusations  were  merely  "neo-im- 
perialist  lies  that  are  trying  to  discred- 
it the  revolution." 


Valuable  Education 
Valued  Degree 


Discover  outstanding  graduate  programs,  including  interdiscipiinaty  degrees  in 
oceans,  health,  environment,  management  and  health  informatics.  Experience  a 
dynamic  prestigious  university  enriched  by  $100  million  in  funded  research  annually. 


Graduate  Studies 
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Varsity  masthead  confirms  gross  stereotypes 
about  Jews  and  the  media 


In  a  move  that  failed  to  surprise  jaded 
onlookers,  The  Varsity's  reins  were 
recently  handed  over  by  this  year's 
Jewish  staff  heads  to  their  newly- 
hired  replacements,  also,  coinciden- 
tally,  Jewish. 

Although  no  one  could  have  pre- 
dicted that  the  posts  of  General  Man- 
ager and  Editor-in-Chief  would  be 
filled  by  Jews  for  two  years  running, 
many  commentators  say  they're  not 
in  the  least  surprised.  After  all,  well- 


►THE  KVETCH  ^ 

known  stereotypes  of  Jewish  media 
ownership  and  control  have  per- 
meated Western  cultural  discourse 
like  cheese  in  a  blintz — stereotypes 
based  on  only  the  most  fact-like  ru- 
mours and  hearsay. 

The  rest  of  The  Varsity's  largely 
gentile  masthead  has  decided  to  em- 
brace a  new  Hebraic  identity  for  the 


paper  in  honour  of  its  new  leaders. 
But,  instead  of  doing  the  obvious,  we 
want  to  spend  the  next  year  paying 
homage  to  the  forgotten,  slightly- 
less-talented  members  of  the  Jewish 
media  pantheon. 

That's  right — instead  of  Adele 
Wiseman,  we'll  give  you  David 
Schwimmer;  instead  of  Danny  Kaye, 
Rob  Schneider;  instead  of  Izzy  Asper, 
Lenny  Kravitz;  and  instead  of  Harvey 
Weinstein,  Fran  Drescher. 


We'll  be  keeping  an  especially  close 
eye  on  Mr.  Schwimmer's  progress 
through  fame's  highs,  mids  and  lows 
in  our  Arts  &  Entertainment  section 
with  the  introduction  of  our  new  fur- 
niture piece,  Schwimmer  Watch. 

With  one  fell  swoop,  the  old  Era  of 
Trinity  College  Meddling  has  passed 
into  ancient  history,  and  the  Glorious 
Age  of  Ashkenaz  Ascendance  has 
dawned — if  accidentally — on  Cana- 
da's bestest  student  newspaper. 


David  Schwimmer,  a  Jew  for  our  time. 


The  truth  is  easy  to  swallow 

...as  long  as  it's  cut  up  into  teeny,  tiny  pieces  along  the  lines,  okay? 


Android  Bovine 

COPY  BOY 


Finally,  with  the  recent  release  of  CFS's 
report  on  Islamophobia  in  Ontario  uni- 
versities, which  slammed  schools  like 
U  of  T  for  ignoring  such  basic  needs 
as  halal  campus  food  outlets,  the  pub- 
lic at  large  has  had  to  stop  and  think 
about  this  campus's  so-called  "multi- 
cultural" image. 

Let's  face  it:  on  an  institutional  level, 
we're  not  the  paella  of  ethnicities  we 
pretend  to  be.  Really,  we're  pretty 
whitebread,  and  students  with  an  ap- 
petite for  diverse  perspectives  find 
themselves,  well,  going  hungry. 

But  there  has  long  existed  a  group 
on  campus  with  the  ability  to  cater 
to  all  students'  needs.  This  collective 
has  the  power  to  focus  on  critical  ar- 
eas of  study  where  students  are  only 
being  shown  the  hegemonized,  white- 
washed, Eurocentric  version.  I  am 
speaking,  of  course,  of  cafeterias. 

The  elephant  in  the  middle  of  the 
room  is  what's  for  lunch,  and  for  most 
students,  it's  nothing  that  could  be 
deemed  palatable.  Therefore,  I  chal- 
lenge The  Varsity  to  publish  the  views 
of  some  of  the  most  overlooked  stu- 
dent groups,  whose  dietary  needs 
are  being  ignored.  After  all,  if  Muslim 
students  deserve  cafeteria  options 
(and  they  surely  do)  then  doesn't  ev- 
eryone? 

Anorexics 

I  don't  know  whether  it's  nerves  or 
the  cranked-up  heating  that  has  me 
sweating  as  I  sit  down  to  talk  with  Jo- 
sephine Mitchell,  the  head  of  Students 


Against  Overeating,  propped  up  in  the 
corner  of  a  huge  cozy  chair  like  a  shiv- 
ering bag  of  tent  poles,  her  eyes  on  the 
ground  and  her  emaciated  shoulders 
slack.  If  anyone  needs  administration 
support,  doesn't  she? 

"I'm  a  nervous  wreck  over  the  state 
of  cafeterias  on  campus,"  she  confid- 
ed. Wracked  by  bouts  of  the  shakes 
and  scratching  her  dry,  scaly  skin,  she 
went  on  to  outline  her  proposal  for  an 
alternative  cafeteria  with  no  reflective 
surfaces,  where  waitresses  built  like 
hippos  dispense  low-calorie  wafers, 
one  at  a  time.  Mitchell  is  adamant  that 
U  of  T  make  her  vision  reality. 

"The  major  political  theme  this  year 
has  been  cutting  student  fees.  What 
could  be  more  cost-effective  than  a 
cafeteria  without  food?  They  could 
offset  construction  costs  by  cutting 
funding  to  the  campus  eating  disor- 
ders support  groups.  No  one  even 
knows  about  them,  anyway." 

Historical  Recreationists 

"The  cracked-grain  shortage  on  cam- 
pus is  a  pox  and  a  disgrace!"  shouted 
U  of  T  Historical  Food  Coalition  presi- 
dent Martino  Conlon,  who  was  wear- 
ing a  mask  that  made  him  look  like  cel- 
ebrated Metis  rebellion  leader  Louis 
Riel. 

Conlon's  coalition  is  composed  of 
multiple  groups,  each  of  which  only 
eats  food  from  its  chosen  historical 
period.  Halfway  through  our  conver- 
sation, one  of  Conlon's  aides  brought 
in  a  hot  bowl  of  Red  River  cereal, 
which  Conlon  fell  on  hungrily,  explain- 
ing that  he  has  to  send  men  all  the  way 


to  the  Dominion  at  Bloor  and  Spadina 
to  fetch  supplies,  since  U  of  T  doesn't 
offer  appropriate  food  choices. 

Napoleonic  War  Diet  expert  Han- 
som Scannings  isn't  so  lucky.  Scrim- 
shawing with  an  unsteady  hand,  he 
wailed  about  the  difficulty  of  supply- 
ing his  men  with  salt  cod,  hardened 
wheat  biscuits  and  shrivelled  limes. 

"If  U  of  T  were  supplying  the  Queen's 
Navy  during  the  Napoleonic  invasion, 
we'd  all  be  speaking  French  now!"  he 
spat.  Strong  words. 

Crazy  People 

There's  so  much  U  of  T  students  can 
say  they're  "going  crazy"  over,  but  ac- 
cording to  Tedwald  Gutenfatter,  the 
proof  is  in  the  pudding. 

Guttenfatter  is  the  chancellor  of  U  of 
T's  Finicky  Eaters  Fellowship,  a  hodge- 
podge passel  of  students  with  espe- 
cially "special"  dietary  needs.  He  also 
co-chairs  the  FEE  Ladies  Auxilliary. 

Gutenfatter,  who  only  eats  red  foods, 
kindly  offered  me  an  extra  plate  of  tan- 
doori  chicken  with  cranberry  sauce 
and  strawberry-flavoured  skittles. 

"I  can't  begin  to  say  how  hard  it  is 
to  handle  all  the  meal  planning,"  he 
lamented. 

FEF  and  the  FEF-LA  are  seeking 
funding  for  a  central  procurement  and 
dispensary  office  for  students  whose 
diet  needs  include  food  covered  in 
glitter,  soups  that  come  in  blue  cans, 
food  with  eyes,  and  astronaut  ice 
cream  (the  16  students  on  that  diet 
are  agitating  that  the  Stewart  Obser- 
vatory be  converted  to  an  "observa- 
cafeterium"  for  their  use). 
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Forget  the  poor,  stop 
idiot  riders 

Re:  Our  generation  can  end 
extreme  poverty,  April  2 

I  think  talking  about  poverty  is  get- 
ting kinda  Miss-World-final-round- 
question,  don't  you?  Why  doesn't  The 
Varsity  talk  about  topics  more  rel- 
evant to  the  majority  of  your  readers, 
who  are  commuters?  For  example, 
the  TTC  is  paying  its  employees  to 
unscrew  all  their  "Walk  Left,  Stand 
Right"  signs  on  their  escalators.  They 
hope  that  people  will  stop  falling 
flat  on  their  faces  because  they  fee! 
forced  to  walk.  Great.  Now  we  have 
to  stand  behind  slowpokes  for  17 
seconds  while  we're  trying  to  get  to 
class  on  time.  Thanks,  Adam  Giam- 
brone.  Maybe  they  should  replace 
these  signs  with  more  relevant  ones, 
like  "Get  the  hell  out  of  the  doorway 
if  you're  not  getting  off  here"  or  "No 
one  at  the  other  end  of  the  subway 
wants  to  hear  what  music  you're 
listening  to"  or  "Stop  leaning  on  the 
pole;  people  want  to  hold  onto  it 
without  touching  you,  jerkface."  1 
hope  you  will  give  this  some  thought. 

Pearue  Vasomotor 

Pass  the  funnies 

Re:  Atheist  claims  assault  was 
'hate  crime'  April  2 

I  see  the  Varsity's  joke  issue  came  out 
early  this  year  I  don't  how  you  guys 
come  up  with  this  stuff.  Atheism  is 
a  belief  system  now?  Priceless!  A 
Frenchie  recycling  nut  gets  Zidaned 
for  not  minding  his  own  business, 
and  it's  a  hate  crime?  All  the  hot-but- 
ton issues,  in  one  slapstick  story! 
And  that  picture  of  anguish — makes 
me  want  to  say  a  rosary  for  the  poor 
guy.  You  almost  had  me  going,  but 


I  know  for  sure  that  Toronto's  fine 
police  officers  never  take  30  minutes 
to  respond  to  a  summons,  no  matter 
how  trivial.  Ha  ha,  you  guys  sure 
know  how  to  fool  'em. 

OuvER  Skerrft 

Like,  totally!  For  sure! 

I've  been  thinking  a  lot  about  your 
paper  lately  and  what  you  can  do  to 
improve,  and  you  should  seriously 
consider  becoming  more  like  my 
favourite  magazine,  "CosmoGirl!" 
Like  okay,  instead  of  a  news  section. 
The  Varsity  could  have  a  "hot  guy 
of  the  month"  feature  and  "OMG!" 
column  of  readers'  most  embarrass- 
ing moments.  And  you  guys  can  still 
cover  student  politicians  and  like 
important  lecturers  and  stuff,  but 
like,  make  them  take  their  shirts  off. 
Oh,  my  roommate  Ashley  wants  to 
add  something.  (Hi,  I'm  Samantha's 
roommate  Ashley  and  1  know  this 
is  Sam's  letter  and  all,  but  I  just 
wanted  to  ask,  can  you  make  Prof. 
Clifford  Orwin  stop  taking  his  shirt 
off?  'Cause  he's  not  really  that  hot. 
Okay,  peace  out!)  Sorry  about  that, 
Ashley  can  be  so  annoying  some- 
times. Okay  seriously,  1  know  for  a 
fact  that  none  of  the  girls  on  the  sixth 
floor  of  Annesley  Hall  are  reading  the 
paper  right  now,  and  it's  not  because 
you're  boring  (although  let's  face  it, 
you  are)  or  because  the  music  you 
cover  always  seems  to  be  prefaced 
by  a  reference  to  a  Brooklyn  borough 
(more  Keisha  Chante  please!),  it's 
because  you  don't  do  any  features 
about  how  to  kiss  boys.  I  think  Varsity 
readers  really  want  to  know  that.  At 
least,  um,  I  do. 

Samaintha  Princess 

Annesely  Hall,  Sixth  Floor  (Vote  for  me 
for  2007  floor  rep!).  Victoria  College 
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He  makes  the  peace 
that  makes  the  young 
girls  cry 


I  find  it  amazing  that  celebrities  like 
Angelina  Jolie  can  bring  awareness 
and  action  to  issues  that  regular 
people  take  years  to  notice.  On  that 
note,  I  think  I  may  have  come  up  with 
a  solution  to  the  Middle  East  crisis. 
Send  in  Neil  Diamond  and  Barry 
Manilow  as  special  celebrity  negotia- 
tors. Now  with  all  the  unrest  in  Israel, 
you  might  think  that  the  good  times 
that  once  characterized  the  region 
never  seemed  so  good.  But  since  cur- 
rent efforts  at  coexistence  are  falling 


apart  due  to  poor  communication 
and  a  lack  of  things  for  both  sides 
to  agree  on,  sending  in  the  aging 
crooners  is  a  sure  bridge-builder.  1 
challenge  you  to  find  one  person  who 
doesn't  like  the  chorus  to  "Sweet 
Caroline."  It's  got  universal  appeal, 
is  translatable  into  many  languages, 
and  if  talks  break  down,  the  gunfire 
can  nicely  complement  the  "dum 
dum  dum"  bit. 

Since  this  solution  is  so  sure- 
fire, you  may  ask,  why  send  Barry 
Manilow  along?  Well,  if  factions  split 
over  whether  Neil  or  Elton  John 
looks  better  in  sequins,  Manilow  can 
be  counted  on  to  do  the  impossible 
and  forge  a  two-state  solution  that 
guarantees  the  right  of  return  along 
with  the  protection  of  all  holy  sites 
within  an  open  Jerusalem  governed 
by  an  international  protectorate. 


After  all,  he's  somehow  already  won 
an  Emmy.  How  hard  can  this  other 
thing  be? 

HoAXY  Carmichael 

Mother  knows... 
something 

Dear  The  Varsity, 

When  are  you  going  to  do  a  feature 
on  my  daughter  Kathleen?  I  swear 
she's  a  very  nice  girl,  a  good  student 
(third  year  American  Studies  spe- 
cialist. Political  Science  minor  and 
considering  grad  school!),  and  she 
just  won  third  place  in  the  "If  1  Were 
Prime  Minister"  essay  competition, 
earning  her  a  scholarship  of  $50  and 


a  beautiful  commemorative  plaque 
from  the  Canadian  government.  We 
here  at  the  Rabinowitz  household 
are  pleased  as  punch  with  Kathy 
and  all  her  accomplishments — of 
course,  we'd  appreciate  it  if  she  came 
home  more  often,  but  I  understand 
how  busy  college  students  can  be 
these  days,  what  with  exams  and 
"pub  crawls"  and  getting,  what  is  it, 
a  Facebook  account?  1  told  Kathleen 
that  I  wanted  to  Facebook  as  well  so 
we  could  keep  in  contact  (sometimes 
I  won't  hear  from  her  for  weeks!)  and 
she  told  me — get  this! — "Mom,  that's 
for  young  people."  I  couldn't  believe 
the  mouth  that  girl  is  getting  now 
that  she's  a  big  college  student  and  a 
vegan  activist  and  such. 

Kathleen,  if  you're  reading,  this  is 
your  mother  Paula  and  I  need  you  to 
call  me.  Did  you  get  that  care  pack- 


age that  I  mailed  you  with  the  extra 
pairs  of  underwear  (I  know  you  were 
running  out,  and  they're  extra-large 
so  1  know  they'll  fit)?  Are  you  coming 
home  for  your  father's  birthday?  If 
you  know  what's  good  for  you,  you 
will. 

With  love, 

Mrs.  Paula  Rabinowitz 

Beamsville,  Ont. 
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Mice  that  won't  take  over 
the  world 

Researchers  at  the  department  of 
medical  bioresearch  at  the  Universi- 
ty of  Toledo  have  discovered  a  novel 
gene  they  say  might  explain  low  IQ 
scores.  Named  the  kFED  gene,  it 
was  isolated  from  the  genomes  of 
erratically-behaved  male  lab  mice. 
The  mice,  were  noted  for  impregnat- 
ing female  mice,  then  moving  to  the 
furthest  side  of  the  cage  to  perform 
strange,  rhythmic,  "dance-like" 
movements. 

"A  kFED  mouse  would  abandon  his 
female  soon  after  mating  and  begin 
erratically  jerking  and  swaying  in 
a  corner,"  said  molecular  biologist 
and  Earl  of  Sussex  Alistair  Herbert 
Montgomery  the  fifth.  "Often,  the 
twitching  was  accompanied  with 
odd,  shrill  squeaking,"  he  added. 

"We  thought  it  must  be  some  sort 
of  epileptic  disease,  but  eventu- 
ally we  found  that  kFEDs  regularly 
would  gather  together  after  mating 
and  enact  what  we  loosely  call  the 
'dancing'  ritual,  in  strict  formation 
with  choreography." 

The  ritual's  purpose,  according  to 
Montgomery,  is  "unknown." 

The  mice  were  shown  to  be  highly 
fertile,  but  consistently  set  record 
lows  for  intelligence.  In  standard 
maze  tests,  the  mice  generally  tried, 
unsuccesfully,  to  head-butt  their 
way  out  of  the  maze,  often  causing 
further  brain  damage.  When  tested 
for  their  ability  to  recognize  harm, 
the  mice  actually  rolled  repeatedly 
through  lighted  Bunsen  burners,  not 
realizing  they  were  getting  burned. 

Researchers  think  a  similar  gene 
could  exist  in  humans,  possibly  ex- 
plaining illogical  human  behaviour. 
Montgomery's  team  is  now  attempt- 
ing to  find  this  gene  by  sequencing 
the  plethora  of  DNA  samples  of  Hol- 
lywood Scientologists  on  undergar- 
ments sold  on  E-Bay. 
Source:  HELLO  (Hollywood Educa- 
tional Lifestyle  and  Leisure  Organi- 
zation) research  magazine 
—REGINALD  P.  POOPINSWORTH 

Red  Bull  gives  you  A's 

Red  Bull  has  issued  a  press  release 
regarding  a  new  line  of  drinks  tar- 
geted at  university  students.  Red 
Bull  Academic.  The  over-the-coun- 
ter energy  drink  contains  high  lev- 
els of  Adderall,  methamphetamine, 
human  growth  hormone,  cyanide, 
salamander  anus,  and  skunk  urine, 
and  is  supposedly  able  to  increase 
your  academic  focus  by  3,425  per 
cent.  A  lobby  group  known  as  The 
Affirmed  Rights  to  Defend  Skunks 
is  urging  consumers  to  boycott  the 
drink,  claiming  that  the  methods 
used  to  obtain  the  skunk  urine  are 
inhumane.  TARDS  cites  the  practice 
of  force  feeding  skunks  coffee  and 
Gatorade  in  order  to  maintain  a  con- 
stant flow  of  precious  amber  urine. 
Side  effects  of  the  drinks,  including 
diarrhea,  memory  loss,  zombie-ism, 
heart  attacks,  spontaneous  self-am- 
putation of  limbs,  and  dry  mouth 
were  described  by  an  anonymous 
Red  Bull  rep.  "That  stuff  is  totally 
normal.  You  don't  need  four  limbs 
anyways,  dude." 
Source:  Sigma  alpha  yomama 
—JUAN  PABLO  ESCOBAR  RODRIGUEZ 
MERCEDES  SANCHEZ  DE  GUADALUPE 
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Mandeep  Lopez 

BUREAU  CHIEF  OF  HEAVENLY  CORRESPONDENCE 

U  of  T  will  be  riding  the  wave  of  "True 
Sciencelogy"  in  a  groundbreaking  new 
program  beginning  September  2007. 

According  to  an  inside  source,  the 
new  first-year  biology  curriculum  will 
combine  alternatives  to  evolution,  like 
creationism,  Judaism,  Pastafarianism, 
and  Buddhism  into  a  synergistic  look 
at  the  origins  of  life.  The  popular  first- 
year  B1O150  course  will  be  handed 
over  to  the  newly  minted  department 
of  True  Sciencelogy,  which  will  also 
offer  a  specialist  program  looking  at 
how  Jesus,  Darwin,  Buddha,  Sodom- 
smiting  Yahweh,  and  the  Flying  Spa- 
ghetti Monster  can  co-exist. 

"It  is  quite  clear  to  me  that  evolution 
is  nothing  more  than  a  theory.  To  ac- 
cept that  human  beings  evolved  from 
million-year-old  ancestors  like  Curi- 
ous George  is  simply  preposterous. 
Everyone  knows  monkeys  don't  live 
millions  of  years,"  reasoned  True  Sci- 
encelogy department  chair  Dr  Corkie 
Barmy-Christianopolos. 

"Our  student  body  will  certainly 
end  up  in  hell  if  they  are  not  exposed 
to  other  scientifically-correct  explana- 
tions of  how  life  on  earth  was  formed," 
she  argued. 

In  addition  to  teaching  the  age-old 
(since  4004  B.C.)  Christian  notions 
of  creation,  the  curriculum  will  also 
make  note  of  the  Pastafarianism  camp 
of  creation,  where  life  is  explained  by 
the  Noodle  theory,  which  expla  ins  that 
the  subatomic  particle  which  formed 
all  matter  in  existence  was  created  by 
a  Flying  Spaghetti  Monster. 

"We're  totally  revamping  the  entry- 
level  life  science  educational  experi- 
ence," explained  Barmy-Christianopo- 
los. "This  proactive  and  collaborative 


perspective  allows  for  more  logical 
approaches  to  studying  life." 

Laboratory  classes  in  BIO150  will 
soon  feature  interactive  hands-on 
labs  where  students  will  experiment 
with  creating  primitive  life  from  dust, 
and  produce  various  forms  of  organic 
material  using  different  varieties  of 
meatballs. 

Amanda  Con  Polio,  a  new  faculty 
member  in  the  department  of  True 
Sciencelogy,  agrees.  "The  American 
public  school  system  has  got  it  right." 

"The  U.S.  has  proven  that  indoc- 
trination needs  to  start  early  if  we're 
going  to  produce  uncritically-think- 
ing doctors  and  researchers,"  added 
Barmy-Christianopolos,  going  on 
to  cite  a  recently-released  Harvard 
School  of  True  Sciencelogy  study 
proving  that  God  genetically  predis- 
posed native  North  Americans  to  be 
exterminated  by  British  colonizers. 

"You  know  you've  got  a  truly  in- 
terdisciplinary area  of  research  and 
education  when  science  can  confirm 
history  and  sociological  phenomena," 
Barmy-Christianopolos  said. 

Students  also  welcome  this  new 
change  in  curriculum. 

"There  hadn't  been  room  for  any- 
thing but  evolution  in  this  university 
before,"  said  first-year  biology  major 
Raj  Goldstein.  "1  believe  in  a  very  fra- 
grant mix  of  religions.  1  myself  am  a 
HinJew." 

"I'm  delighted  that  this  new  special- 
ist program  is  opening  up,"  said  presi- 
dent of  U  of  T's  Pastafarian  Student 
Association,  Dan  Linguine,  a  life-long 
Pastafarianist.  "I  think  all  religions 
should  be  taught  scientifically  and 
synergistically." 

"I  have  been  truly  touched  by  his 
Noodly  Appendage.  He  is  our  God, 
and  he  should  be  yours  too." 


Putting  pasta  into  play:  U  of  T  is  creating  a  synergistic  new  wave  of  creationist  study 
that  takes  a  holistic  approach  to  knowledge-type  stuff. 


TA-1000:  U  of  Ts  next  top  lecturer 


A  media  demonstration  of  the  TA-1000  at  work. 


Saarsgard  von  Barmsmachen  mit  Sauerkraut 

PER  KAISER  

No  sooner  than  Michael  Jackson  could 
announce  his  plans  to  build  a  giant  laser- 
shooting  robot  in  order  to  simultaneously 
terrorize  and  entertain  massive  audienc- 
es in  Las  Vegas,  a  U  of  T  professor  one- 
upped  the  ex-popstar,  proclaiming  that 
he  would  make  a  robot  in  his  own  image 
to  go  to  lectures  in  his  place. 

The  TA-1000,  a  12-foot-tall  humanoid 
robot  that  can  give  a  lecture,  drink  cof- 
fee from  a  travel  mug,  and  show  a  Power- 
Point presentation  on  its  chest,  is  being 
proposed  by  electrical  and  computer  en- 
gineering professor  and  cyborg  enthusi- 
ast Steve  Mann.  The  robot  will  look  like 
Mann,  and  will  be  programmed  to  teach 
a  two-hour  lecture,  or  three  hours  if  more 
expensive  lithium-ion  batteries  are  used. 

Mann  said  that  the  robot,  like  much 
technology,  could  potentially  be  mass- 
produced  and  its  cost  reduced  to  the 
point  that  all  university  and  college  pro- 
fessors could  afford  to  buy  one.  Accord- 
ing to  him,  the  bot  would  be  marketed 
to  the  growing  demographic  of  lecturers 
with  attention-deficit  disorders. 

"Honestly,  I  hate  lecturing,"  admitted 
Mann.  "It's  no  secret  that  universities 
hire  professors  for  their  research  talents, 
not  their  teaching  ability.  The  TA-1000 
will  lecture  to  students  without  getting 
bored  or  drunk,  or  insulting  the  annoy- 
ing kid  in  the  front  row  who  always  wears 
a  keffiyeh.  I  mean,  what's  up  with  those 


scarves  anyway?  Are  they  pro-Palestine, 
or  are  they  just  supposed  to  get  you  indie 

cred?" 

The  TA-1000  has  received  the  go-ahead 
from  U  of  T  administrators  who  say  they've 
been  plagued  by  professor  shortages  and 
whiny  sessional  lecturers  who  want  job 
security  and  higher  pay. 

"This  is  a  great  advance  made  by  a  great 
mind,  and  it  will  lead  to  a  great  future — 
one  without  any  real  staff,"  commented 
U  of  T  president  David  Naylor.  "Staff  are 
so  expensive,  and  we  here  at  U  of  T  have 
lots  of  fancy,  gold-plated  buildings  to  con- 
struct." 

Mann  went  on  to  add  that  if  the  robot 
gets  tired,  as  many  robots  do,  it  also  has 
the  option  of  pre-recording  its  lectures  on 
video  and  playing  them  for  the  class.  That 
way,  one  TA-1000  could  potentially  teach 
three  sections  of  a  course  in  one  day. 

"It's  a  simulation  of  a  simulation," 
crowed  Mann  gleefully.  "Imagine  a  robot 
teaching  on  video — the  class  itself  would 
be  a  comment  on,  you  know,  our  techno- 
cratic, post-apocalyptic,  hyperreal  soci- 
ety, or  something." 

Critics  of  the  plan  fear  the  daunting  au- 
tomatons could  turn  against  humanity, 
pointing  to  a  riot  last  year  at  York,  where 
flying  monkeys  bred  to  mark  term  papers 
rebelled  against  their  captors.  But  Mann 
stressed  that  such  fears  are  "totally  re- 
tarded." 

"Comparing  monkeys  to  robots  is  like 
comparing  a  supercomputer  to  a  PDA  that 
flings  its  own  feces.  Or  an  iBook." 
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Atom  Egoyan  flips  off  t^ars/'/yphotographer  Trillum  MacDuff  after  his  meltdown  during  a  film  lecture  at  Innis  College  last  week. 

Atom  bomb 

Can-con  director  melts  down,  but  keeps  his  job 
Naylon  We  saw  this  coming 


Manfred  Blakenstein 

SENIOR  ATOM  EGOYANIST 


He  certainly  puts  the  'ego'  in  Egoyan. 
That,  and  other  half-baked  puns  like 
it,  was  what  U  of  T  film  students  were 
saying  after  witnessing  the  Adult  Vid- 
eo Award-winning  instructor  Atom 
Egoyan  "freak-out"  during  a  class  last 
Thursday  morning. 

While  delivering  a  lecture  on  Cana- 
dian film  at  Innis  College,  Egoyan  was 
interrupted  by  a  student  who  appar- 
ently mistook  him  for  fellow  Canadian 
director  Vincenzo  Natali. 

"You're  the  guy  who  did  Cube, 
right,"  asked  the  student.  "What  was 
up  with  that  movie  anyway?  Like,  why 
were  those  people  trapped  inside  that 
cube?" 

Egoyan  was  obviously  annoyed,  re- 
torting, "What?  Cube?  You  think  1  made 
that  piece  of  shit?"  Then,  to  the  whole 
class,  he  added,  "To  those  of  you  who 
choose  to  speak  before  you  think, 
please,  keep  your  fucking  mouths 
shut."  The  large  lecture  hall  filled  with 
whispers  as  students  swapped  com- 
ments about  the  vitriolic  outburst.  As 
Egoyan  tried  to  regain  the  attention  of 
the  class  he  overheard  another  stu- 
dent remark,  and  all  hell  broke  loose. 

"He  looks  kind  of  like  a  grown-up 


Harry  Potter,  doesn't  he?"  was  the 
straw  that  broke  the  camel's  back  and 
sent  Egoyan  on  a  verbal  rampage. 

The  following  is  a  transcript  of  Egoy- 
an's  remarks,  captured  by  a  student's 
digital  voice  recorder: 

Egoyan:  You  all  think  you're  pretty 
smart  don't  you?  Well  fuck  you.  Sitting 
there  sipping  your  bullshit  cafe  lattes. 
Fuck  you!  You  make  me  so  fucking 
sick!  (Pause)  Am  I  fucking  with  you? 
Do  you  think  that  1  am  fucking  with 
you?  1  can  guarantee  you  that  1  am  not 
fucking  with  you.  Listen  to  me,  you 
wretched  pricks.  I've  got  some  bad 
news  for  you.  You've  all  just  failed  this 
class.  Right  now.  Zero.  F.  All  of  you. 
Pricks!  What  do  you  think  about  that? 
You  question  my  superiority?  You 
insult  my  creative  genius?  How  dare 
you!  You  think  I'm  some  fucking  wiz- 
ard-child or  a  hack  director  who  can't 
think  himself  out  of  a  mother-fucking 
box?  Fuck  you.  Do  you  know  who  I 
am?  I'm  Atom  Egoyan,  motherfuckers. 
And  who  are  you?  Huh?  Who  the  fuck 
are  you?  I'll  tell  you.  You  are  nobody. 
You  are  nothing.  Can  someone,  any- 
one, name  one  of  my  films  right  now? 
Come  on?  (Silence)  Anyone?  You.  Can 
you  name  one  of  my  amazing  films? 


Unidentified  student:  Uh,  no,  Mr  Egoy- 
an, sir. 

Egoyan:  No  one?  Not  a  single  bloody  one 
of  you? 

Unidentified  student  #  2:  Uh,  you  did  Last 

Night,  right? 

Egoyan :  I'm  speechless.  No.  No!  For  fucks- 
sake,  no!  That  was  Don  Fucking  iVlcKel- 
lar  you  fucking  cupcakes.  For  those  of 
you  who  don't  know — which  is  appar- 
ently all  of  you — I'm  currently  working 
on  a  new  film.  Yes.  Right  now.  It's  titled 
All  UofT  Cinema  Students  are  Preten- 
tious Art-House  Faggots!!!  Directed  by 
me,  starring  all  of  you  fucking  parasites. 
What  do  you  think  of  that,  you  shit-eat- 
ing cock-suckers?  What?  You  want  to 
leave?  You  want  to  leave  my  fucking 
classroom  you  son  of  a  bitch?  You  pa- 
thetic asshole.  Film  school  ought  to  be 
for  winners.  I  look  out  here,  at  ail  of  you, 
and  you  know  what  1  see?  I  see  a  room 
full  of  fucking  losers  all  getting  their  one 
and  only  glimpse  of  a  true  winner  Me. 
And  you  know  what  the  difference  is  be- 
tween me  and  you?  I  was  nominated  for 
a  mother-fucking  Academy  Award.  And 
you?  You're  still  trying  to  get  your  dad 
to  finance  some  fucking  piece  of  shit 
script  you  and  your  pothead  roommate 


strewed  up  after  watching  Reservoir 
Dogs  too  many  fucking  times.  That,  and 
your  tiny,  meaningless  blog — which, 
come  on,  nobody  really  cares  about — 
will  get  you  absolutely  nowhere.  Except 
maybe  a  big  house  at  97000  Fucking  No- 
where St.,  Ontario.  Let  me  save  you  a  lot 
of  trouble  and  grief — and  your  parents 
a  lot  of  money.  You've  already  failed.  At 
everything.  Case  closed.  Over  and  out. 
Failing  you  fucking,  feckless  halfwits 
will  be  the  best  goddamned  gtft  I  could 
ever  give  Canadian  film.  You  may  not 
realize  it,  but  really,  this  counts  as  the 
single  greatest  act  of  mercy  towards 
all  of  civilization.  Leave  here  today,  hit 
the  pavement — please — and  hiber- 
nate. Get  a  job  that  you  can  do  for  the 
rest  of  your  life  without  ever  seeing  me 
again  until  the  day  you  decide  to  blow 
your  worthless  fucking  brains  out.  Just 
leave  quickly.  Oh,  and  if  the  world  ever 
needs  another  Michael  Bay  or  Keenan 
Ivory  Wayans,  trust  me,  we'll  find  you. 
Hey,  do  yourselves  a  favour  and  get  the 
fuck  out  of  my  sight.  Right  now.  I  always 
knew  I  was  too  good  to  be  a  university 
instructor,  and  that  talking  to  you — try- 
ing to  impart  some  of  my  God-given 
wisdom — was  a  big  fucking  waste  of  my 
very  valuable  time.  (Pause)  So  in  con- 
cluding today's  lecture,  fuck  you  all.  I'm 
better  than  every  last  one  of  you.  I'd  tell 


you  to  blow  me  but  you'd  probably  fuck 
that  up  too.  Good  day. 

The  initial  reaction  to  Egoyan's  outburst 
has  been  mixed. 

While  many  students  said  they  were 
emotionally  scarred  for  life  by  the  inci- 
dent, the  university  is  taking  Egoyan's 
side. 

"We  saw  this  coming,"  said  university 
president  David  Naylor  "To  be  honest 
I'm  just  really  surprised  it  didn't  happen 
sooner"  After  thinking  for  a  moment, 
he  added,  "I  mean,  we  all  know  that 
what  Atom  said  about  Cinema  Studies 
students  is  pretty  much  100  per  cent 
accurate.  They  are  essentially  talent- 
less leeches  obsessed  with  intellectual 
posturing.  That,  or  they're  total  jagoffs. 
Either  way,  his  job  here  is  definitely  se- 
cure." 

While  all  attempts  to  contact  the  di- 
rector by  telephone  went  unanswered 
he  did  fax  a  photocopy  of  a  pair  of  testi- 
cles— presumably  his  own — to  The  Var- 
sity with  the  following  message:  "Print  a 
single  word  about  this  and  I'll  slit  your 
fucking  throats." 

Atom  Egoyan's  new  film  All  U  of  T 
Cinema  Students  are  Pretentious  Art- 
House  Faggots!!!  will  premiere  at  the 
2007  Toronto  International  Film  Festival 
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U  of  T  to  gamers:  we've  got  your  back 


Naylon  Halo  is  the  new  football 


A  computer  simulated  dipiction  of  what  the  new  U  of  T  gaming  facility  will  look  like. 


Hiroshi  Hikari  Shinwa  Miyamoto 
Mazelnov-Maplestein 

VIRGIN  4  LIFE  

Keen  dreams  do  come  true  at  U  of 
T.  Video  game  enthusiasts  are  set 
to  get  their  way,  with  the  univer- 
sity committed  to  constructing  a 
large  open-space  gaming  facility 
capable  of  catering  to  tip  to  3,000 
students. 

"The  basis  for  this  project  is 
simple"  stated  David  Naylor,  presi- 
dent of  U  of  T.  "The  university 
hasn't  won  a  football  game  in  four 
years,  but  we've  noticed  that  our 
students  really  kick  ass  at  Halo." 

The  new  facility,  which  will  of- 
fer students  the  chance  to  play  for 
fun  or  scorch  the  asses  of  foreign 
students  in  world-wide  competi- 
tion, will  be  operational  in  early 
2009.  A  contest  to  name  the  new 
building  is  currently  being  held 
online  with  the  current  top-three 
contenders  being:  The  Death  Star, 
The  Chuck  Norris  Centre  for  Video 
Gameology,  and  The  U  of  T-Pepsi- 
Taco  Bell  Fortress  of  Solitude.  A 
thousand  top-of-the-line  comput- 
er terminals,  all  with  high-speed 
LAN  network  connectivity,  will 


consume  most  of  the  space  while 
a  section  of  the  massive  room  will 
be  dedicated  to  console  play  and 
will  feature  35  large-screen  moni- 
tors to  satisfy  X-Box,  Wii,  and  Col- 
ecoVision  enthusiasts  alike. 

"This  is,  like,  the  coolest  idea 
a  university  has  ever  had!"  ex- 
claimed engineering  student  Wil- 
fred Wong  (who  is  in  the  process 
of  legally  changing  his  name  to 
Jean-Luc  Picard)  upon  learning  of 
the  plan.  "If  1  had  a  girlfriend,  I'd 
totally  break  up  with  her." 

The  centre,  which  is  set  to  be 
constructed  on  the  site  of  what 
is  now  the  Clara  Benson  Building, 
will  be  totally  customized  to  the 
gamer  lifestyle. 

"We're  planning  on  having  three 
different  pizza  companies  operat- 
ing outlets  within  the  centre,"  said 
Ryan  Chang,  a  university  spokes- 
person, "We've  also  ordered  pop 
machines  which  will  sell  nothing 
but  high-caffeine  energy  drinks 
and  trucker-strength  pep  pills, 
and  we're  even  in  the  process 
of  removing  all  the  condom  ma- 
chines. We're  really  thinking  prag- 
matically about  these  people." 

Another  enhancement,  which 


came  about  after  interviewing 
gamers  on  campus,  will  see  the 
centre  offer  adult  diapers  to  pa- 
trons who  are  "extra-dedicated" 
to  game  play.  The  entire  room  will 
also  automatically  freshen  its  air 
supply  with  giant  canisters  of  Axe 
body  spray  every  15  seconds.  Ad- 
ditionally, the  centre  will  boast  an 
entire  emergency  medical  staff 
who  will  be  on  hand  to  shock  play- 
ers who  have  gone  into  cardiac 
arrest  back  to  life  after  not  sleep- 
ing, eating,  or  drinking  for  days  on 
end. 

The  university  hopes  that  this 
centre  will  make  the  school  com- 
petitive on  the  international  vid- 
eogame circuit,  which  administra- 
tion officials  believe  will  replace 
professional  sports  within  the 
next  10  years. 

"Of  course  sports  will  still  exist," 
said  Naylor,  "just  in  videogame 
form." 

"The  University  of  Toronto  is 
intensely  dedicated  to  becoming 
the  University  of  Tomorrow,  and  if 
that  means  we  have  to  euthanize 
the  entire  football  team,  then  so 
be  it.  At  least  they  won't  put  up 
much  of  a  fight." 


by  He.1t  Wave  Summer  2006  across  America 


Forest  Burned,  1998  to  2006 


Cost  of  1998  ice  Storm,  Quebec 


From  Hurricane  Katrina 


Wild  Weather  is 
Changing  Your  World 

Hear  Dr.  Reese  Halter  talk  about  how  we 
affect  weather  during  his  national  book  tour  for 
Wild  Weather: 
The  Truth  Behind  Global  Warming 


Thursday,  April  1 2th     6:00  -7:30  p.m.      Room  1105  Sanford  Fleming  Building 

10  King's  College  Road 


U  of  T's  brave  new  world  of  hyper-connected  gamers  might  look  something  like  this. 
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Blues  football 
wins  game!! 


In  a  biblically  epic  game,  U  of  T  survived  an  asteroid,  lightning,  and  a  mass  moose  stampe  en  route  to  a  6-0  win  over  Waterloo. 


Poopie  McGoidberg 

DUDE  ON  TOILET 


Call  your  mother-in-law,  sell  the 
ranch,  bring  the  cows  on  home,  and 
start  bundling  up,  because  hell  just 
froze  over.  The  U  of  T  Football  team 
has  finally  won  a  game. 

In  shocking,  one-of-a-kind  game 
that  can  only  be  characterized  as 
"touched  by  the  hand  of  baby  Je- 
sus," the  Blues  took  on  the  Waterloo 
Warriors  at  the  Varsity  Centre,  in  a 
game  that  was  spotted  with  freak 
asteroid  and  lightning  storms,  a  lo- 
cust swarm  that  engulfed  U  of  T's 
mascot,  True  Blue,  and  carried  him 
off  to  sea,  and  a  stampeding  herd  of 
moose  that  managed  to  either  im- 
pale or  run-over  90  per  cent  of  the 
Warrior  squad,  but  left  the  Blues 
relatively  unharmed.  Afterwards, 
The  Blues  were  able  to  hold  off  the 
decimated  Warriors,  managing  a  6- 
0  win. 

The  win  was  the  first  since  U  of 
T  defeated  Windsor  13-11  in  the  last 
game  at  the  now-defunct  Varsity 
Stadium  on  October  13,  2001.  In  the 
41  games  since,  U  of  T  hasn't  had 
the  muster  to  snatch  one  away  from 
their  opponents — until  fortune  in- 
tervened. 

Before  the  game  even  began, 
things  were  falling  in  the  Blues'  fa- 
vour. While  they  were  able  to  take 
the  field  on  time,  Waterloo  was  held 
up  when  four  of  their  bus's  tires 
blew  out  on  their  way  to  the  field, 
delaying  them  by  an  hour. 

By  the  starting  whistle,  things  be- 
gan normally,  with  the  Blues'  kickoff 
returned  for  a  near  touchdown  by 
Waterloo's  Norman  Grey.  But  right 
before  he  could  cross  the  endzone 
line,  he  was  struck  down  by  a  freak 
lightning  bolt. 

While  Grey  lay  unconscious  and 
steaming,  teammate  Marty  Dirka 
picked  up  the  loose  ball,  only  to 
be  struck  immediately  by  a  second 
freak  thunderbolt,  dropping  just 
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a  few  feet  away  from  tfie  incapaci- 
tated Grey. 

During  tiie  game  delay  as  Dlrica 
and  Grey  were  carted  off  the  field, 
tfiose  in  attendance  were  relieved 
to  see  the  two  regain  conscious- 
ness and  summon  the  strength  to 
get  to  their  feet. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Blues  recov- 
ered the  ball  and  began  marching 
towards  the  Waterloo  end.  Mark 
Stinson  would  eventually  scamper 
in  with  an  eight-yard  score,  but  an 
enormous  morsel  of  rock  from  the 
sky  felled  kicker  Jospeh  Valtellini's 
extra  point  try. 

The  jagged  hunk  of  ice  from  the 
sky,  nearly  six  feet  in  diameter, 
punctured  the  ball  as  it  flew  from 
Valtellini's  right  foot.  It  also  left  a 
30-foot  crater  on  the  field,  which 
the  teams  tried  to  work  around. 

U  of  T  was  up  6-0  at  the  half,  and 


mascot  True  Blue  took  over,  regal- 
ing the  yawning  spectators  with 
his  crazy  jumping  and  "raising  the 
roof"  gestures.  However,  before  he 
could  start  pestering  children,  a 
swarm  of  locusts  came  out  of  no- 
where, encompassing  the  blue  bea- 
ver and  carrying  him  off  over  the 
horizon.  Word  later  filtered  through 
the  crowd  that  a  fisherman  had 
managed  to  pluck  the  soaked  mas- 
cot from  the  salty  waters  off  the 
Newfoundland  coast. 

Before  the  third  quarter  could 
start,  a  stampede  of  moose  migrat- 
ing in  from  Owen  Sound  charged 
the  field.  While  the  Blues  shimmied 
up  the  field  goal  uprights  for  safety, 
the  Warriors  were  less  fortunate. 
With  the  visitor's  sideline  offering 
little  protection,  much  of  the  team 
was  trampled  or  speared  by  the 
mighty  ungulate. 

Following  the  stampede,  Water- 
loo forfeited  the  game,  handing  U  of 


Paraplegic  wins 
marathon — in  his  mind 


Hank  McCoy,  an  eighteen-year-old 
boy  who  has  been  in  a  wheelchair 
since  he  was  diagnosed  with  polio 
when  he  was  five,  recently  won  the 
gold  medal  for  finishing  a  21-mile 
marathon — in  his  mind. 

The  four-hour  theoretical  ordeal 
was  completed  in  McCoy's  ranch- 
style  home,  and  was  the  result  of  16 
months  of  extensive  mind  exercises 
and  concentration  practices. 

"1  really  had  to  visualize  every 
moment  that  I  would  have  been  on 
that  21-mile  course,  if  I  could  stand 
up,"  McCoy  said.  "The  toughest 
part  was  when  my  dinner  was  de- 
livered to  the  front  door.  I  had  to 
break  off  mid-way  through  mentally 
picturing  my  run  and  take  down  my 
double  quarter-pounder  as  quickly 
as  1  could. 

"But  once  1  was  over  that  hump, 
I  was  able  to  get  back  on  track  and 
finish  the  race  in  record  time." 

McCoy  next  plans  to  fly  to  the 
moon,  followed  by  a  6,000-fathom 
plunge  into  the  depths  of  the  North 
Atlantic.  He  has  ordered  Chinese 
for  the  occasion. 
— POOPIEMCGOLDBERG 

Man  beaten  to  pulp  by 
world 

Little  Jeffrey  Corners  was  tired  of 
being  pushed  around  by  world. 

"It  seemed  like  the  world  was  out 
to  get  me,"  Comers  said.  "Well,  I 
got  tired  of  it!  If  the  world  is  going 


gren. 

"Wow,"  peeped  a  stunned  Norde- 
gren  as  pieces  of  her  husband  were 
carried  away.  "That's  so  ironic." 
—P.M. 


to  mess  with  me,  I'm  going  to  take 
it  on!" 

With  help  of  his  crusty  manager; 
Frederic  Rasera,  Corners  began 
weight-lifting,  running  10  miles 
every  day,  and  sparring  with  men 
three  times  larger  than  he  was. 

"He's  a  fighter,"  Rasera  said  crust- 
ily before  the  event.  "He  has  the 
heart  of  a  champion,  and  the  will- 
power to  go  through  with  it." 

Finally,  the  match  was  set,  and 
Little  Jeffrey  Comers  was  ready. 

"I'm  serious,"  Comers  said.  "I'm 
going  to  take  on  the  world!" 

Comers  was  knocked  out  in  the 
first  round,  and  remains  in  a  coma 
three  weeks  after  the  fight. 
—P.M. 

Tiger  Woods  mauled  by 
tiger  in  woods 

When  searching  for  the  ball  he  had 
hit  into  wooded  area  of  the  Bengal 
Open,  Tiger  Woods  was  mauled  to 
death  by  a  tiger.  He  is  survived  by 
his  smoking  hot  wife,  Elin  Norde- 
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Humanities  (MA) 

Mineral  Resources  Engineering  (MASc,  MEng) 
Nursing  (MScN) 
Physics  (MSc) 
Social  Work  (MSW) 
Sociology  (MA) 

DOaORAL  DEGREES 

Boreal  Ecology  (PhD) 
Biomolecular  Sciences  (PhD) 
Human  Studies  (PhD) 

Mineral  Deposits  and  Precambrian  Geolog)'  (PhD) 
Natural  Resources  Engineering  (PhD) 
Rural  and  Northern  Health  (PhD) 

GRADUATE  DIPLOMA 

Science  Communication 


LAURENTIAN  HAS  GROWN  BEYOND  THE 
PRIMARILY  UNDERGRADUATE  INSTITUTION  IT 
ONCE  WAS.  RECENTLY,  THE  UNIVERSITY: 

•  opened  the  Northern  Ontario  School  of  Medicine,  a 
joint  collaboration  with  Lakehead  University; 

•  added  a  sixth  doctoral  program; 

•  launched  the  Centre  for  Excellence  in  Mining  Innovation 
(CEiVli)  with  government  and  industry. 

In  addition  to  more  than  a  dozen  research  centres, 
Laurentian  boasts  an  innovative  array  of  Canada  Research 
Chairs.  Today,  the  university  is  ranked  31"  nationwide  in 
terms  of  research  activity,  v^'hich  surpassed  $20  million  in 
2006.  (source;  ReSearch  Infosource) 

We  offer  an  ideal  environment  for  advanced  learning  wth 
smaller  classes,  and  the  opportimity  to  conduct  research 
alongside  professors  with  inlcrnalional  reputations. 

To  learn  more,  visit  the  university's  website  or 
contact  the  School  of  Graduate  Studies  today: 
1-800-461-4030,  ext.  3204 
graduatestudies@Iaurentian.ca 


LaurentianUniversity 
UniversiteLaurentienne 

Sudbury  Onldiio  Cdfiadd 
www.laurentian.cd 


Wlelanie  Mehes  is  pursuing  a  f  nut; 
in  Biomolecular  Sciences 


Learning.  It  s  in  our  Nature. 
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BROWN  nakes  the 
difference  for  you, 
so  that  you  can  do  ■ 
the  same  for  others.! 


Now  that  you've  graduated  with  a  degree  in  Psychology  or  Sociology,  you  may 
be  looking  for  an  opportunity  to  develop  an  area  of  specialization.  Our  postgraduate 
and  fast-track  programs  take  your  theoretical  knowledge  and  lets  you  apply  it  in 
a  hands-on  learning  environment.  With  our  wide  range  of  agency  and  community 
contacts,  you'll  gain  experience  in  the  field  that  leads  to  jobs  -  90%  of  our 
graduates  get  a  job  within  six  months.  Visit  us  online  to  sign  up  for  an  information 
session  today,  and  we'll  get  you  ready  to  make  a  difference. 


To  register  for  your  information  session, 
go  to  georgebrown.ca/infosessions 

For  program  information, 

go  to  georgebrown.ca/postgrad 


GEORGE 
BROWN 

coiucr 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


SMALL  MARKHAM  COMPANY  HIRING 

an  administrative  assistant  F/T  who 
can  work  independently,  familiarity 
with  accounting  software  and  Microsoft 
Office  an  asset,  training  provided.  Fax 
resume  to  ATTN:  Louise  (905)  940-2433. 

SCIENTISTS  /  CHEMISTS  NEEDED!!! 

Need  cash?  Job  experience?  Toronto 
company  looking  for  student  lab  techni- 
cian /  scientist  to  assist  with  new  project 
in  growth  industry.  Must  have  knowl- 
edge of  chemical  vapour  deposition 
(CVD)  technology.  Initial  contract  -  one 
weekend.  More  part-time  work  to  follow. 
Top  pay  Qualified  applicants  submit 
applications  by  email  to  jewel@tuovi. 
com  or  by  fax  to  416-3.52-5960, 


PC  COMPUTER  SERVICE 

Free  estimate.  25%  discount  for  U  of  T 
students.  Repairs  and  upgrades  at  your 
home.  Microtronics  co.  Phone:  416-423- 
6069,  Cell:  416-669-5700. 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help 
with  all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in 
resumes,  applications,  and  appeals. 
Call  416-960-9042.  Email:  customessay@ 
bellnet.ca.  Online:  customessay.com 


TUTORING 


SERVICES 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 


PRIVATE  MATH  TUTOR 

PhD  in  Mathematics,  many  years  expe- 
rience teaching,  tutoring  mathematics 
to  Ontario  high  school  and  university 
students.  Individual  tutoring,  very  close 
to  subway.  416-4.52-0279. 

DON'T  PANIC! 
PREPARE  FOR  EXAMS  NOW!! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  CHM  138,  139,  247,  MATH  125,  135, 
235,  ECO  220,  ,  PHYS  110.  Past  Exams 
With  Solutions  Available  for  Practice. 
C416)-785-8898. 


VARSITY  CLASSIFIEDS  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or 
more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word 
after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces) 
of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy 
changes  after  submission.  Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 
DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 

issue-Monday  noon.  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue, 
Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6.  Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


VARSITY  COMICS 


sports@thevarsity.ca 


DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


Mom  you're  not  aUowied  to  read  this 
okay?  V  you  know  how  to  stop 
mom  from  reading  my  protile 
please  contact  me  ASAPV 


Here  are  pics  of  me  and  my 
(nends.  Wait  the  thing  said  I  have 
to  rui  these  outi  In  my  bedroom 
you  will  nnd:  UNPARALLEI.ED 
P1.EASURE7? 


Member  Name: 

T-Rex 
Member 

OescrlpUon:  I 

meant  to  write  t-sex 
there  but  it  wonl  let 

me  change  it 


IHello  ladies!  My  name  is  T-Rex.  I  am  a  rad  dude  with  a  red 
tude!  I  hope  you  were  wanting  to  hear  about  my  lude  today 
because  you  Just  didll 


Here  is  a  picture  of  me  wilh  myftisnd 

Dromiceiomirrais.  We  dated  artd  are 
still  really  close'  I  hope  you  are  cool 
wilhOiat  SHE  IS  A  VERY  IMPORTANT 
PERSON  IN  MY  UFE.  I  HOPE  YOU 

ARE  snu.  COOL  wrrH  thkt  i  vwx 

CALL  HER  SOMETIMES. 


More  about  what  I'm  looldng  foniwanltodiein 

a  tMg. 


THE  NEXT  morning: 


%<hat?  zero 
replies?? 


But  iry  clock 
Is  ciclcing 


CC)  :007  Ryan  -.orch 


ITCH  By  Daniel  Kaell 


MM.  qitfancz.  com 


i  / 


She  QiPadian  Co^ce*- 


undo-  (Of 


5^  t 


C-Hsieepit} 


1 1F  fir  BE  WAI W  BIOSI  TO  affly 

FOE  THIS  SCHOLABSfflF,  WE  EEAUY  THINK 
YOT  SHOTLB  APPLY  FOE  THIS  SCHOLARSHIP. 

You'd  swear  she  were  two  people.  How  «i«e  m!k! 

the  ..i.ion  thi.«.  She  does,  from  n.olecula,-  bio.o^  e..^-  l^^Tk,  yJu 
the  world  a  better  pla^e?  Maybe  you  see  yourself  In  h«r. 
a  great  c.vndidule  tor  the  MUlmmum  Excellence  Award.  I  s  ^  f'  ^'"!^'^^  P 
worth  up  to  ftlO.OOO  plus  uniq^.e  learumg  opportun.tres 
are  not  only  acud.rnic  aclxicvev..,  but  also  leaders  aad 

counnunlties.  So  n  you're  as  driven  to  lead  as  you  arc  to  lea.n..  let  know 


Millennium 
Scholarship; 


1*1 


Le5  boiirsps 
du  mtllSnalre 


CANADA  MILLENNIUM  SCHOLAfiSH 1 P  roUNOAnUN 


FIND  THE  APPUCATION  FORM 

AND  DESlDUNE  AT 

www.  excellenceaward.ca 


theVARSlT 
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Our  Sports  Editor  ain't  much,  but  the  U  of  T  athletes 
inside  sure  are.  Check  out  the  best  of  the  Blues 
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U  of  T  butts  out 


Becomes  first 
Canadian  uni  to  dump 
its  tobacco  stocks 


Naushad  All  Husein 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Bowing  to  pressure  from  student- 
led  group  E-Butt,  the  University 
of  Toronto  has  announced  that  its 
investment  arm  intends  to  sell  its 
$10  million  worth  of  tobacco  stocks. 
U  of  T  president  David  Naylor  re- 
vealed the  decision  in  a  March  26 
letter  to  Governing  Council. 

"What's  interesting  is  that  this 
started  as  a  student-run  initiative. 
1  think  this  is  what  David  Naylor 
found  powerful  about  it,"  said  ad- 
ministration spokesperson  Rob 
Steiner. 

The  divestment  is  to  be  executed 
as  advised  by  the  President's  Advi- 
sory Board,  which  was  set  up  last 
summer  to  specifically  consider 
E-Butt's  petition.  The  advisory 
board's  report  also  recommends  a 
policy  that  prohibits  the  university 
from  investing  in  the  tobacco  indus- 
try in  the  future. 

The  University  of  Toronto  As- 
set Management  Corporation  was " 
set  up  in  2000  to  manage  the  uni- 
versity's stock  holdings  and  pen- 
sion plan.  On  Dec.  31,  2006,  UTAM 
owned  $2.5  billion  worth  of  stocks, 
including  $10  million  in  three  tobac- 
co majors. 

"I  am  very  thankful  that  U  of  T  has 
taken  this  monumental  step,  becom- 
ing the  first  Canadian  university  to 
lose  its  tobacco  investments,"  said 
E-Butt  president  Taylor  Ward. 

"This  is  a  powerful  message  to 
the  students,  and  shows  now  that 
the  university  actually  cares  for 
good  health,"  Ward  said.  Despite 
the  divestment,  however,  he  feels 
the  university  still  has  a  long  way 
to  go. 

The  report  defines  a  tobacco  com- 
pany as  one  that  makes  10  per  cent 
or  more  of  its  revenue  from  tobacco 
products,  and  says  the  "restriction" 
should  also  apply  to  pooled  funds 
where  10  per  cent  or  more  of  the 
pool  is  invested  in  tobacco  stocks. 

"Starting  this  fall,  we  will  be  work- 
ing with  lawyers  and  investment 
bankers  to  draw  up  a  plan  for  the 
university  to  divest  its  pool  funds 
as  well,"  said  Ward. 

Ward  expects  E-Butt  to  make  prog- 
ress at  other  Canadian  universities 
as  well.  The  group  will  work  on  open- 
ing chapters  at  McGill  University, 
Queen's  and  UBC.  "We  will  not  stop 
until  there  remains  not  a  single  in- 
stitution in  Canada  that  invests  with 
tobacco  companies,"  he  said. 


GOING  ON  THE  PATCH:  U  of  T  has  seen  the  end  of  its  tobacco  stocks. 


A  total  pass — at  what  cost? 

The  proposed  TTC  metropass-for-all  could  cost  undergrads  almost  $500  a  year. 
But  getting  it  will  require  a  referendum,  AMY  SMITHERS  reports 


Considering  the  price  tag  of  the 
proposed  U-Pass  deal  for  stu- 
dents at  St.  George  campus — 
nearly  $500  for  unlimited  rides  on 
the  TTC  during  the  year — there 
was  relatively  low  turnout  at  SAC's 
town  hall  meeting  on  the  matter  last 
Thursday. 

Chalk  it  up  to  essay  deadlines  and 
the  looming  exam  period:  there  were 
just  30  to  40  students  in  the  room  to 
assess  the  new  TTC  proposal. 

The  present  offer  would  give  all 
full-time  U  of  T  undergraduate  stu- 
dents a  non-transferable  metropass 
from  the  months  of  September  to 
April,  for  a  yearly  fee  of  $480  ($60 
per  month),  which  would  be  tacked 
on  to  the  current  ancillary  fees. 

SAC  (soon  to  be  UTSU)  currently 
supports  an  opt-in  system  which 
allows  students  to  purchase  a 
discounted  metropass  for  $87.75. 
However,  no  more  than  12,000  me- 
tropasses  are  available  each  month, 
and  lines  have  been  known  to 
stretch  around  the  block. 
The  catch  on  the  new  proposal 


is  that  opting  out  will  not  be  pos- 
sible— current  TTC  user  or  not,  all 
full-time  students  would  have  to 
foot  the  bill. 

"The  TTC  has  said  that  if  there 
were  an  opt-out  [the  pass]  would 
have  to  be  more  expensive,"  ex- 
plained SAC  VP  external-elect  Da- 
vid Scrivener.  "Including  an  opt-out 
[would  make]  their  financial  situa- 
tion less  stable." 

It  is  widely  known  that  the  TTC 
is  already  strapped  for  cash,  mak- 
ing a  lower  price  (such  as  the  $23 
per  month  that  Vancouver  students 
pay)  a  highly  unlikely  possibility. 
Requests  for  federal  or  provincial 
funding  to  subsidize  the  cost  have 
both  been  floated. 

The  offer  has  been  presented  to 
all  major  post-secondary  institu- 
tions in  the  GTA,  including  York, 
Ryerson,  Seneca,  Humber,  George 
Brown,  Centennial,  and  OCAD. 
While  each  will  decide  on  it  inde- 
pendently. Scrivener  emphasized 
the  importance  of  coming  together 
as  a  united  front. 


"We  need  to  make  sure  that  all  of 
the  student  unions  in  the  GTA  are 
having  a  unified  discussion  with 
[the  TTC] ,"  he  said.  "1  think  the  best 
deal  we  could  get  is  if  we  do  it  to- 
gether." 

Some  students,  however,  argue 
that  U  of  T  is  by  far  the  most  influen- 
tial player  in  the  deal,  because  of  the 
sheer  number  of  undergraduate  stu- 
dents. U  of  T 
currently  has 
over  52,000 
undergradu- 
ates, while 
York  only 
has  43,000 
and  Ryerson 
only  23,000. 

"They  want 
just  as  much 
we  want  them,  so  I  think 
we  really  need  to 
take  a  strong  po-    At  UBC,  the  U- 
sition  here,"  said    Pass  costs  only 
Megan     Barker,    $184  a  year 

SEE  U-PASS'  -  PG  4 


//BUBBLE  UPDATE 


Deal  struck  on 
gym  fees 


Naushad  AN  Husein 

VARSITY  STAFF  

Months  of  bickering  came  to  an  end 
last  week  as  the  administration  and 
student  representatives  on  the  Coun- 
cil on  Student  Services  agreed  to  tem- 
porarily increase  ancillary  student 
fees  to  cover  the  cost  of  running  the 
Varsity  Centre  (and  its  Bubble)  over 
the  next  year. 

Or  the  unions  that  showed  up  at 
least.  The  Graduate  Students'  Union 
and  Association  of  Part-time  Under- 
graduate Students  were  not  repre- 
sented at  the  COSS  meeting,  held  on 
the  morning  of  April  5  at  Hart  House. 

APUS  president  Murphy  Brown 
said  that  her  board  and  members 
of  APUS  present  at  their  meeting  felt 
that  going  back  to  vote  on  the  issue 
again  would  be  pointless,  and  that 
their  position  was  unchanged  from 
the  first  COSS  meeting  on  the  issue, 
in  which  APUS  representatives  voted 
against  the  fee  increase. 

Last  week's  COSS  meeting  came 
after  student  representatives  on  the 
council  voted  down  the  proposed 
budget  for  the  faculty  of  physical 
education  and  health  in  March.  The 
budget  contained  a  $20  fee  hike  for 
full-time  students,  which  student 
representatives  felt  had  come  with- 
out sufficient  consultation. 

After  administrators  threatened 
to  rent  out  the  place  to  make  up  the 
$900,000  per  year  in  maintenance 
costs,  student  unions  asked  for  time 
to  seek  their  members'  input  on  it. 
COSS  reconvened  last  week  to  pro- 
pose an  add-on  to  the  phys  ed  bud- 
get. 

And  COSS  members  who  did  show 
up  seemed  satisfied  by  the  outcome. 

"This  is  a  creative  compromise  by 
the  students'  association,"  said  fac- 
ulty of  physical  education  and  health 
dean  Bruce  Kidd.  "I  would  like  to 
thank  [SAC]  for  working  to  come  to 
this  solution." 

At  the  meeting,  the  SAC  (soon  to 
be  UTSU)  representatives  moved  for 
the  fee  increase  of  $18 — as  opposed 
to  the  $20  increase  struck  down  at 
the  previous  COSS  meeting — to  be 
placed  temporarily  for  the  2007-08 
academic  year  before  it  is  referred  to 
an  online  plebiscite  for  the  students 
to  decide  whether  they  wamt  to  pay 
for  the  facility. 

"I  am  optimistic  that  the  students 
will  want  to  keep  the  Bubble  after  a 
year  of  using  it,"  said  dean  Kidd. 

SAC  chairperson-elect  Andrea 
Armborst  struck  a  more  populist 
chord.  "I  am  looking  forward  to  see- 
ing how  the  students  vote  at  the  end 
of  the  year,"  she  said. 

The  revised  phys  ed  budget  re- 
mains to  be  approved  at  Governing 
Council's  university  affairs  board 
meeting  on  April  17. 
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VARSIF  NEWS 


news@thevarsity.ca 


HART  HOUSE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Your  student  centre! 

PROJECTIONS 


WesI  EnlrsKe. 
Elevator  iirr 


In  the  justina  M.  Bamicke  Gallery 

A  survey  of  projection-based  works  m  the 
history  of  contemporary  art  in  Canada  1 964- 
2007.  Includes  internationally  renowned  works 
by  23  artjsts  from  across  Canada,  organized  by 
the  Justina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery  in  collaboration 
with  t/ie  Blackwood  Gallery  (UTM),  the  Doris 
tAcCarthy  Gallery  (UTS)  and  the  University  of 
Toronto  Art  Centre.  Runs  to  June  1 7. 


HART  HOUSE 
READING  SERIES 

Poet,  Erin  Knight  reads  from  her  book,  The  Sweet 
Fuels,  and  Susan  Glickman  reads  from 
her  book,  The  Voilin  Lover. 
April  1 0th  at  7pm  in  the  Hart  House  Library 


SOCIAL  JUSTICE  TALK 

Alchol  comsumption  and  alternative  solutions  in 
a  highland  Guatemalan  Mayan  town. 
April  I  Ith  at  5:00pm  in  the  Reading  Room, 


WORLD  LITERACY 
COFFEE  HOUSE 

The  English  Students'  Union  and  the  Hart  Houst-  i-'t 
Lib  Committee  invite  you  to  our  fundraising  for  I 
World  Literacy  Canada.  Enjoy  dance  performoncesj; 

singing,  poetry  readings,  and  music.  ^ 
Visit  httpi/lesu.sa.utoronto.ca  for  more  information. 
April  1 3th  at  7pm  in  the  Music  Room  | 


FACES  &  PLACES  OF  A 
MAYAN  COMMUNITY 

A  photographic  exhibition  on  the  town  of  Nahuala, 

in  the  western  highlands  of  Guatemala.  Fotis 
Kanteres  documents  the  town  and  its  struggles  with 
malnutrition,  domestJc  violence,  and  alcoholism. 
In  the  Map  Room.  Runs  until  April  1 4. 


SPRING/SUMMER 
ATHLETICS  GUIDE 

The  Spring/Summer  Athletics  Guide  will  be  available 
mid-April  for  the  May/July  classes.  Registration  for 
athletic  classes  will  start  on  Monday  April  23rd  in 
Membership  Services  on  the  main  floor. 


For  more 
Hart  House  events  visit 

www.harthouse.ca 

416.978.2452 


the  architecture  of  ideas,  people  and  places 


God  hypothesis  proven? 

1t  was  the  misuse  of  science  that  really  started  getting  to  me' 


Kevin  Kwok  Wong 

ASSOCIATE  NEWS  EDITOR 


Few  events  can  draw  out  a  crowd  at 
UTSC — free  cotton  candy,  lineups 
at  Tim  Hortons — but  last  Thursday, 
a  bestselling  author  arguing  against 
the  existence  of  God,  did  not  attract  a 
shortage  of  students  or  opinions. 

At  least  150  of  them  gathered  around 
a  small  stage  outside  Bluff's  restau- 
rant, including  organizer  Justin  Trot- 
tier  of  the  Freethought  Association  of 
Canada.  Trottier  was  assaulted  two 
weeks  ago  at  Ryerson  while  putting  up 
posters  for  the  event,  which  featured 
author  Victor  J.  Stenger. 

Stenger,  a  retired  professor  of  phys- 
ics and  astronomy  from  the  University 
of  Hawaii,  presented  some  of  the  ideas 
in  his  newest  book  God:  The  Failed  Hy- 
pothesis— How  Science  Shows  That  God 
Does  Not  Exist. 

Stenger's  main  argument  against 
the  existence  of  God  is  that  there  is  no 
scientifically  observable  evidence  of 
His  actions.  This  notion  drew  pointed 
questions  from  the  audience,  some  of 
whom  admitted  to  not  being  familiar 
with  the  book  itself. 

Questioning  Stenger's  argument  that 
a  higher  being  would  make  his  pres- 
ence known  if  he  is  indeed  moral,  one 
student  argued  that  God  might  test 
faith  rather  than  rationalism.  Others 
questioned  what  they  saw  as  Stenger's 
application  of  objective,  scientific  ar- 
guments to  the  subjective  idea  of  a 
creator.  . 

Though  most  who  were  in  attendance 
took  sides  on  Stenger's  arguments,  the 
scientist-turned-philosopher  said  the 
apathetic  should  also  have  a  vested 
interest  in  the  debate. 

"We're  going  back  to  the  basics  and 
questioning  not  just  the  policies,  but 
the  superstitious  thinking  behind  the 
policies,"  said  Stenger,  who  points  to 
the  U.S.  as  an  instance  where  religion 
has  overreached  its  influence  on  poli- 
cy-making. 

According  to  Stenger,  topics  such  as 
combatting  HIV/AIDS  through  condom 


Victor  Stenger  arguing  against  the  existence  of  God  at  UTSC's  Student  Centre  last  Thursday. 


use,  stem-cell  research,  and  global 
warming  are  some  of  the  most  press- 
ing issues  at  stake. 

"Until  people  start  thinking  rational- 
ly, none  of  this  stuff  is  going  to  be  taken 
care  of,"  Stenger  said. 

Raised  as  a  Catholic  until  he  "started 
thinking  for  himself,"  Stenger's  first  en- 
counter with  what  he  considered  the 
negative  impacts  of  religion  came  at  a 
young  age,  when  a  playmate  who  lived 
down  the  street  died  of  polio. 

Yet  grief  for  their  lost  child  was  not 


the  only  thing  the  playmate's  family 
had  to  go  through. 

"Rather  than  providing  comfort, 
their  religion  added  another  burden, 
and  that  was  guilt — they  thought  that 
God  was  paying  off  the  debt,"  said 
Stenger. 

It  was  not  until  much  later,  that 
Stenger  started  actively  working 
against  the  idea  of  the  existence  of  a 
higher  being. 

"It  was  the  misuse  of  science  that  re- 
ally started  getting  to  me." 


Anti-abortionists  up 
against  the  wall 


Megan  Hall 


A  U  of  T  pro-life  group  has  accused  the 
university  of  suppressing  freedom  of 
expression  after  being  told  to  change 
the  location  of  a  controversial  abortion 
display. 

Kathy  Matusiak,  president  of  U  of  T 
Students  For  Life,  said  the  university's 
move  was  "analogous  to  telling  black 
people  they  can  ride  the  bus  at  the 
back." 

In  previous  years,  UTSFL  had  set  up 
the  graphic  photos  on  the  Sidney  Smith 
patio  in  a  U-shape  facing  north.  This 
year,  however,  the  group  was  asked  by 
the  administration  to  move  the  display 
so  that  it  faced  west,  thus  putting  the 
opening  of  the  display  three  metres 
from  the  wall  of  the  Sidney  Smith  build- 
ing. 

"Such  a  layout  makes  our  exhibit  in- 
effective because  our  group's  message 
is  an  unpopular  one  that  our  target 
audience  won't  go  out  of  its  way  to  re- 
ceive," Matusiak  said. 

UTSFL  brought  the  controversial 


display  of  images  from  the  Genocide 
Awareness  Project  to  the  St.  George 
campus  last  Thursday.  In  the  end,  the 
group  set  up  its  presentation  on  public 
property  outside  Robarts  Library. 

Jim  Delaney,  the  associate  director 
and  senior  policy  advisor  at  Student 
Affairs,  said  the  administration  only 
made  the  request  because  students 
complained  last  year. 

"Individuals  were  confronted  by  the 
images  without  making  a  conscious 
decision  to  view  the  materials,"  he 
said. 

The  administration  had  reached 
an  agreement  with  the  UTSFL  several 
weeks  ago,  said  Delaney.  The  group 
was  offered  a  classroom  as  an  alterna- 
tive but  they  had  in  the  end  decided 
on  the  Sidney  Smith  patio. 

GAP'S  posters  featured  photos  of 
aborted  fetuses  side  by  side  with  im- 
ages of  victims  of  the  Rwandan  and 
Cambodian  genocides  and  of  the  Ho- 
locaust. 

The  juxtaposition  is  meant  to  "visu- 
ally compare  abortion  to  historically 


recognized  atrocities,"  said  Matusiak. 

The  public  display  of  GAP'S  photo- 
graphs has  caused  strong  reactions 
from  students  since  it  took  to  the 
streets  on  Thursday  afternoon. 

Noam  Gilboord,  president  of  Hillel  at 
U  of  T,  called  the  images  an  "inappro- 
priate use  of  historical  precedence." 

"You're  equating  state-sponsored 
genocide  with  something  that  is  right 
now  the  individual  choice  of  each 
woman  to  do  or  not  to  do,"  he  said. 

Matusiak,  however,  was  unper- 
turbed by  criticisms  of  the  exhibit. 

"Since  our  message  is  truth,  and  we 
provide  good  reasons  for  it,  we  are 
confident  it  will  be  accepted  In  the 
long  term,"  she  said.  "We  want  to  turn 
[people]  off  abortion.  These  pictures 
do  that  for  people  who  have  function- 
ing consciences." 

But  Delaney  of  Student  Affairs  stood 
firm  on  his  position. 

"What's  important  for  us  is  that  we 
acknowledge  their  right  to  free  speech 
while  also  respecting  the  rights  of  oth- 
ers to  not  view  their  material,"  he  said. 
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//FIGHTIN' MURPHY 


Engineers  beware — everything  ttiat  can  go  wrong  with  your  design  proj- 
ects will.  At  least,  that's  what  Rui  Xue,  Alvin  Xu  (centre),  and  DajiangWei, 
three  second-year  Engineering  Science  students,  found  out  on  Monday 
at  the  Engineering  Design  competition  showcase  at  Sanford  Fleming. 


One  of  the  sensors  on  their  pipe  inspector  robot,  which  (they  insist)  had 
been  working  just  fine  the  night  before,  suddenly  cut  out.  With  sweat 
trickling  down  his  brow,  Xu  soldered  some  final  repairs,  just  minutes 
before  his  group  was  due  to  present. 


'As  a  percentage  of  tuition  fees,  the  cost  is  enormous' 


Condos  creeping 
on  to  Victoria 
College 

Even  as  a  monster  condominium 
reaches  for  the  skies  at  Bedford  Av- 
enue and  Bloor  Street  West,  more 
developments  are  in  the  offing  on 
Charles  Street  West,  in  the  heart  of 
Victoria  College. 

Two  old  brick  houses  on  St. 
Thomas  Street  and  several  more  on 
Charles  Street  West  are  slated  for  de- 
molition (one  historic  home  at  8  St. 
Thomas  St.,  however,  is  to  be  refur- 
bished). A  23-storey  condominium 
and  a  15-storey  apartment  building 
have  been  proposed  in  their  place. 

For  Victoria  College,  which  is  sell- 
ing the  land  for  the  former,  and  leas- 
ing the  land  for  the  latter,  the  move 
means  more  income  to  support 
academic  and  student  scholarships, 
according  to  Victoria  College  bursar 
David  Keeling. 

"Vic  does  not  see  itself  as  a  land- 
lord and  wants  to  get  itself  out  of 
the  business  of  being  a  landlord," 
he  said. 

The  sale  and  demolition  of  the 
brick  homes  has  been  in  the  offing 
for  a  decade,  but  hoardings  have 
only  gone  up  in  the  last  two  weeks. 
Keeling  guessed  that  the  houses  will 
be  torn  sometime  in  the  next  year. 

Colleges  swapping  extra  land  for 
cash  is  not  unprecedented  at  U  of  T. 
In  2004,  for  instance,  St.  Michael's 
College  sold  off  a  parcel  of  land 
along  Bay  Street,  citing  a  lack  of 
cash.  And  dealings  with  developers 
are  not  without  precedent  at  Vic,  as 
Keeling  pointed  out. 

One  example  is  the  land  on 
Charles  Street  West  where  the  offic- 
es of  McKinzey  &  Company,  a  man- 
agement consultancy,  are  located. 
According  to  the  arrangement  with 
McKinzey,  Keeling  explained,  Victo- 
ria still  owns  the  land,  but  the  suits 
own  the  bricks  and  mortar.  In  about 
15  years,  the  firm  will  have  the  op- 
tion of  turning  the  property  over  to 
Vic. 

Keeling  was  coy  as  to  the  value  of 
the  new  lots  being  developed,  but 
reckoned  that  the  sum  runs  in  the 
millions. 

"As  you  can  imagine,  property 
values  are  quite  high,"  he  said. 

Yet  not  everyone  is  thrilled  to 
see  an  end  to  the  brick  homes  on 
Charles  Street  West  and  St.  Thomas 
Street.  Especially  since  another  con- 
dominium development  is  going  up 
on  the  north-east  corner  of  Charles 
Street  West  and  St.  Thomas  Street 

"With  the  construction  of  the  new 
ugly  monolith  that  is  already  under 
way,  Charles  Street  West  is  about  to 
become  just  another  wind  tunnel," 
Joseph  Lawson,  a  concerned  citi- 
zen, commented  in  an  email. 
-MIKEGHENU 


Out  with  the  old,  on  Charles  Street  West 


'UPASS'- CONTINUED  FROM  PG  1 

a  second-year  graduate  student  in 
medical  biophysics.  "We  are  setting 
the  stage  for  most  of  the  other  uni- 
versities." 

Barker  was  one  of  many  attend- 
ees angry  at  the  fact  that  the  pass 
would  not  apply  to  U  of  T  graduate 
students  and  staff. 

"[The  TTC  feels]  that  the  pass 
can  be  first  won  with  undergrads 
and   then   extended,"  responded 


Scrivener.  "It's  about  the  path  of 
least  resistance  and  the  biggest  fi- 
nancial gain  for  them." 

The  exclusive  nature  of  the  pro- 
posal was  just  one  of  many  heated 
issues  debated  at  the  presentation. 

"Just  as  a  percentage  of  tuition 
fees,  the  price  is  enormous,"  said 
one  student.  The  $480  that  would 
be  charged  is  roughly  equivalent  to 
the  cost  of  one  half-credit  at  the  cur- 
rent tuition  rate. 

In  2005,  a  TTC-commissioned  poll 


of  5,000  GTA  college  and  university 
students  found  that  56  per  cent  of 
full-time  students  use  the  TTC  as 
their  usual  mode  of  travel  between 
home  and  school. 

This  does  not  necessarily  mean 
that  a  majority  of  students  at  U  of 
T  would  benefit  from  the  deal.  Not 
all  of  those  who  regularly  use  public 
transit  will  actually  save  money  by 
using  a  metropass.  Students  would 
need  to  take  22  trips  per  month  for 
the  cost  of  the  discounted  pass  to 


break  even  with  the  cost  of  the  cur- 
rent fare. 

Because  of  the  problems  UTSU 
sees  with  the  current  proposal,  a 
U-Pass  for  St.  George  will  not  likely 
surface  before  fall  2008 — and  after  a 
successful  student  plebiscite. 

"We  want  to  make  it  clear  that 
we're  not  in  a  rush,"  said  SAC  VP 
external  Emily  Shelton.  "This  is 
just  our  preliminary  town  hall,  and 
there'll  certainly  be  more  discus- 
sion as  we  go  through  the  process." 


U  of  T's  dumbest  criminals 


It  has  been  an  interesting  year  for  the  U  of  T  po- 
lice (and  this  crime  writer),  marked  by  these. 
The  Varsity's  favourite  incidents: 

Crimes  beyond  the  undergrad  level 

At  New  College,  five  people  were  arrested  for 
impersonation  at  an  exam.  Investigation  lat- 
er revealed  that  each  of  the  five  was  using  a 
forged  passport.  UTPS  was  also  involved  in  re- 
moving a  bail  violator  from  a  St.  George  cam- 
pus lecture.  The  most  intriguing  crime  pulled 
off,  however,  was  the  internet  firearms  sales 
that  a  student  conducted  from  a  computer  in 
the  dentistry  building,  using  a  fake  name. 

Stupid  crooks — and  stupid  victims 

During  the  summer,  a  medical  call  was  made 
to  help  a  student  who  passed  out,  having 
studied  for  48  hours  without  eating.  Another 
student  had  her  camera  stolen  after  a  stranger 
approached  her  and  offered  to  take  her  photo 
in  front  of  the  OISE  building.  When  she  handed 


her  camera  over  the  stranger  ran  off.  Our  top 
stupid  criminal  is  the  student  who  attempted 
to  sublet  his  residence  room  for  profit.  Need- 
less to  say,  he  was  discovered  and  brought  to 
justice. 

We'd  appreciate  an  explanation 
here. . . 

The  Varsity  can  only  speculate  as  to  the  rea- 
sons for  (and  circumstances  behind)  these  odd 
incidents.  During  August,  a  30-foot  section  of 
fence  at  the  Fields  Institute  was  damaged  dur- 
ing the  rescue  of  a  "trapped  male."  Another 
complainant  contacted  the  UTPS  after  spotting 
a  male  breaking  the  "product  machine"  in  a 
women's  washroom.  The  police  report  states 
that  he  was  last  seen  running  away  from  the 
east  side  of  the  Social  Work  building.  Finally, 
an  incident  of  spitting  apparently  qualifies  as 
level  one  assault.  A  homeless  suspect  made  in- 
appropriate comments  to  the  complainant  and 
spat  on  her  leg  before  fleeing  the  scene. 
-AMY  SMITHERS 


Incident  of  the  year 

Sometimes  the  terse,  dry 
language  of  the  police  re- 
port sums  it  up  best.  Here 
you  have  it  folks,  the  oddest 
caper  of  the  year.  Nov.  10, 
2006,  on  the  roof  of  the  In- 
ternational Student  Centre: 

"Three  males  trespassed 
on  the  roof  of  the  building. 
One  male  fell  through  a  sky- 
light. The  male  was  trans- 
ported by  EMS  to  hospital, 
and  an  area  affected  by 
blood  is  being  cleaned  by 
an  outside  contractor." 

The  incident  report  esti- 
mated damages  at  $5,000- 
$10,000. 
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RADUATE  Students'  Union 

LJmin/ersity       CD  T"aRarviTa 
Local   l         Canadiam  Federatiom  of  Students 

The  Council  on  Student  Services  (COSS):  THE  GSU  POSITION 

Background: 

The  Council  on  Suident  Services  is  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  approving  the  operating  plans  and  budgets  of  the  four  ancillary  services:  Hart 
House,  Student  Affairs,  Student  Services  and  The  Faculty  of  Physical  Education  &  Health.  The  composition  of  COSS  includes  ten  students,  (2  GSU,  4 
UTSU,  2  APUS,  HJTM,  lUTSC)  and  seven  universit>'  administrators.  The  two  GSU  representatives  follow  the  collective  will  of  the  GSU  Council. 
COSS  can  approve  any  fee  increase  requested  by  the  ancillaries,  with  a  majority  vote  of  the  student  reps  on  COSS.  If  COSS  does  not  approve  the  fee 
increase,  the  University  Affairs  Board  can  approve  a  pemianent  fee  increase  based  on  the  lesser  of  the  consumer  price  index  (CPI)  or  the  University  of 
Toronto  index  (UTI)  and  a  temporary  (3-year)  increase  of  the  greater  index  value. 

COSS  Meetings  2007: 

The  first  COSS  meeting  was  held  on  February  2, 2007.  This  meeting  started  with  introductions  and  the  terms  of  reference  of  COSS .  The  student  unions 
tried  to  move  a  motion  that  COSS  hold  four  meetings  instead  of  two  this  year.  COSS  traditionally  has  four  meetings  which  are  required  to  hear  each  of 
four  services  presentations  with  the  final  meeting  being  the  vote  after  each  student  union  has  reported  back  to  their  respective  bodies. 

The  second  COSS  meeting  was  held  on  Februar>'  9, 2007.  This  meeting  was  called  without  a  clear  agenda  and  without  the  minutes  from  the  previous 
meetings,  which  are  normally  approved  in  the  subsequent  meeting.  Since  it  appeared  as  though  for  the  second  year  in  a  row  the  minutes  fi-om  the  March 
COSS  meeting  (where  the  vote  takes  place)  were  lost,  a  motion  was  put  forth  that  the  student  union  responsible  for  chairing  the  term  appoints  a  secretary 
for  COSS,  which  was  passed.  The  presentation  of  the  Faculty  of  Physical  Education  &  Health  was  then  heard,  but  questions  were  not  completed  and  a 
speakers  list  remained  for  the  next  meeting. 

What  would  be  the  final  COSS  meeting  was  held  on  March  2,  2007. 
This  meeting  was  called  with  an  agenda  that  did  not  allow  for  the 
completion  of  the  student  ser\'ices  presentations,  but  rather  that  the  vote 
be  taken  for  each  service's  budget.  Added  to  this  in  the  meeting  was  the 
narrow  passing  of  a  motion  that  required  the  vote  on  each  service's 
budget  by  the  end  of  the  meeting.  This  motion  came  before  all  the 
services  presentations  were  heard  and  before  any  of  the  student  unions 
had  an  opportunity  to  report  back  to  their  respective  bodies.  A  motion 
was  presented  from  GSU  to  take  the  proposed  fee  increases  to 
referendum  because  the  global  student  voice  was  ignored;  and  this 
motion  was  removed  from  the  table  without  discussion.  The 
presentation  from  Student  Services  was  heard  in  advance  of  the  Faculty 
of  Physical  Education  &  Health,  but  time  ran  out  and  the  vote  was  called 
before  the  completion  of  the  questions  on  the  Faculty  of  Physical 
Education  &  Health  presentation  and  before  the  Student  Affairs  budget 
could  be  adequately  presented. 

Due  to  the  passing  of  the  motion  requiring  a  vote  at  the  end  of  this 
meeting,  the  GSU  Council  was  not  allowed  to  instruct  the  GSU 
members  how  to  vote  (which  it  has  for  all  previous  COSS  meetings), 
therefore  the  GSU  members  were  required  to  vote  down  all  budgets  out 
of  long  standing  principle.  Had  the  GSU  members  been  allowed  to 
consult  with  the  GSU  Council,  the  outcome  of  the  vote  may  have  been 
much  different. 

Students  need  a  voice  at  COSS! 

Student  Unions  tried  to  make  COSS  work  this  year,  by  asking  for  more  time  to  properly  analyse  the  budgets,  appointing  a  secretary'  to  keep  a  historical 
record,  and  requesting  that  students  from  their  respective  bodies  be  consulted  before  a  vote  is  made.  COSS  was  pressured  into  voting  because  Prof  Dave 
Farrar  said  that  UAB  could  not  convene  in  April  to  consider  the  budgets.  Since  there  would  not  be  time  for  an  April  meeting  as  the  fees  needed  to  be 
implemented  in  April  for  next  year's  fees  statements.  Thus  the  new  April  1 7th  meeting  is  a  thing  of  magic. 

It  was  also  clear  that  COSS  was  designed  to  fail  from  the  begiiming  this  year.  First  of  all,  2  COSS  meetings  were  originally  scheduled  instead  of  4  w^hich 
prevented  both  the  representatives  from  the  student  services  from  to  fully  present  their  operation  plans  and  elected  student  representatives  from  asking 
important  questions  at  the  COSS  table. 

GSU  and  other  Union's  reps  were  forced  to  vote  on  operation  plans  that  have  a  great  impact  on  students  without  hearing  from  student  affairs  and  without 
holding  proper  question  periods  for  Faculty  of  Physical  Education  &  Health.  Not  allowing  for  membership  consultation  violates  our  very  important 
democratic  process.  As  you  know,  COSS  was  implemented  after  Ontario  legislation  was  passed  to  recognize  the  importance  of  the  student  voices  on 
student  services'  fees  which  are  in  fact  increased  tuition  fees  through  the  back  door.  Since  student  experience  is  so  important  to  the  university,  we,  GSU, 
insist  that  COSS  is  a  fundamental  body  to  ensure  that  student  services,  fully  paid  by  students,  must  reflect  student  needs. 

Today  it  looks  like  the  Admin  may  intentionally  try  to  kill  COSS  on  grounds  that  it  is  networking  or  that  it  has  failed.  To  the  contrary,  the  GSU  believes  in 
the  COSS  process  and  has  been  working  to  ensure  that  it  works  smoothly.  Finally,  the  GSU  holds  that  the  success  of  COSS  in  the  future  hinges  on  the 
university  administration's  readiness  to  work  with  student  govcrmncnts  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  parties  as  well  as  respect  the  impoitant  democratic 
consultation  process  bound  to  COSS. 


The  GSU  EXECUTIVE 
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VARSITY  COMMENT 


Every  time  we  say  goodbye... 


opinions@thevarsity.ca 


Another  school  year  gone,  another 
Varsity  publication  year  done.  Now 
is  traditionally  the  time  to  weigh 
it  all.  to  reflect  on  the  stories  that 
made  us  angry  and  those  that  made 
us  laugh,  and  also  to  review  our  per- 
formance as  editors  of  this  august 
and  famous  student  newspaper. 

An  exit  strategy  is  called  for, 
something  that  allows  us  to  leave 
this  baby  to  tomorrow's  rightful 
owners — namely,  next  year's  elect- 
ed staff,  who  fought  each  other  vi- 
ciously for  the  chance  to  take  over. 
But  how  to  bow  out  gracefully? 

There  are  many  ways  to  say  good- 
bye. Among  them  is  the  popular 
list — a  catalogue  of  the  people,  plac- 
es and  politics  that  punctuated  the 
year  past.  Last  September  (so  we'd 
write),  UTSU  was  something  archaic 


►  EDITORIAL  - 

(yet  infinitely  more  pronounceable) 
known  as  SAC.  Our  campus  hosted 
a  blob  of  uncertain  provenance 
known  as  a  Bubble;  today,  we  have 
a  fully-funded  Stadium  (until  the 
student  funding  runs  out  next  year, 
anyhow).  U  of  T  had  multiple,  rather 
profitable  tobacco  stocks  in  its  port- 
folio; as  of  this  week,  the  powers 
that  be  are  doing  the  smart  thing 
and  selling  them  off  ("smart"  in  this 
case  means  following  a  wild,  insider 
tip  that  those  stocks  aren't  about  to 
go  up). 

If  you  don't  like  the  list,  there's  the 
rant,  where  we  tell  every  tuition-rais- 
ing administrator,  pig-headed  prof, 
and  overpriced,  corporate  cafeteria 


to  go  fuck  themselves. 

Then  there  is  the  state  of  the 
union,  in  which  the  battles,  losses 
and  victories  of  the  current  admin- 
istration are  paraded  to  the  res  pu- 
blico, ad  nauseam.  We  were  tarred 
and  feathered  by  the  Ubyssey  for 
pusillanimous  conduct  unbefitting 
the  student  press,  but  we  prevailed! 
We  lobbed  rhetorical  spitballs  at 
secularist  crimefighter  Justin  Trot- 
tier  and  got  heavily  scolded  by  his 
relative(s)  (see  Letters,  below)!  Stu- 
dents voted  to  grant  us  $1.24  more 
per  year  in  fees,  the  first  increase 
in  the  biological  lives  of  our  current 
staff] 

Logically,  there  follows  the  apo- 
logia, in  which  we  attempt  to  justify 
certain  editorial  choices.  We'd  seek 
pardon  for  parading  the  aesthetics 


of  U  of  T's  athletes  in  our  puerile 
pages  (see  Sporty  six  pack,  pages  14 
and  15). 

There's  the  Oscar  acceptance 
speech,  which  involves  thanking 
the  unsung  heroes  that  we  worked 
with  for  making  us  look  damn  good. 
Thanks,  Rogelio  Briseiio  (produc- 
tion magic),  Kara  Dillon  (photo 
pizzazz),  and  Andre  Bovee-Begun 
(copy-editing  savvy)  for  putting  up 
with  us  on  those  late  nights  and 
smoothing  all  the  wrinkles. 

Next  comes  the  Eisenhower  fare- 
well address,  in  which  we  warn  our 
readers  to  beware  the  many  rough 
beasts  slouching  toward  us,  remind- 
ing all  of  the  harsh  truths  of  dark 
ages  ahead.  Whereas  Ike  cautioned 
us  to  beware  the  military-industrial 
complex,  we  may  warn  of  the  havoc 


wreaked  by  climate  change,  ram- 
paging world  poverty  and  disease, 
and  rising  tuition  fees.  Also  known 
as  the  Jane  Jacobs,  such  a  screed 
has  been  favoured  by  many,  ignored 
by  even  more. 

And,  of  course,  there  is  the  dread- 
ed, most  horrifying  sign-off  of  all: 
the  terrible  meta-editorial,  province 
of  lazy  writers  and  those  anxious  of 
influence.  This  sickening  form  is  un- 
fortunately becoming  something  of 
a  cliche,  as  it  has  been  resorted  to 
by  more  than  one  stumped  Varsity 
editor. 

So,  now  that  we  know  our  options, 
it's  time  to  sally  forth  and  wave  la- 
ta, for  real  this  time. 

Wait — what's  that  you  say?  I'm  out 
of  space?  Whoops.  Oh  well... 

Thanks  for  reading.  Roll  credits. 


-  LETTERS  < 


Distasteful,  not  criminal 

Students  protesting  Western's  Yapist  culture'  misread  a  bad  joke 


Andre  Bovee-Begun 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Like  7726  Varsity,  the  University  of 
Western  Ontario's  student  paper  the 
Gazette  publishes  a  "spoof"  issue 
every  year  on  or  around  the  first  of 
April.  Never  a  paragon  of  good  taste, 
last  Friday's  spoof  issue  made  the  Ga- 
zette the  target  of  scorn  from  a  group 
of  UWO  students  decrying  it  for,  in 
their  words,  supporting  the  universi- 
ty's "rapist  culture." 

Undoubtedly,  the  article,  which 
depicts  recognizable  caricatures  of 
UWO  feminist  organizers  holding  an 
anti-lingerie  "tribal  ritual,"  should 
never  have  been  published.  At  one 
point  in  the  piece,  a  woman's  genitals 
miraculously  come  to  life  and  seize 
a  megaphone  before  being  dragged 
into  a  dark  alley  by  a  nightstick-wag- 
ging cop. 

The  clumsy  attempt  at  parody  isn't 
worth  the  ink  used  to  print  it,  but 
it's  also  obvious  that  its  statements 
aren't  meant  to  be  taken  frankly.  So  I'd 
like  to  know:  where  exactly  does  this 
joke  article  seem  to  support  "Cocky 
McFratboy"  and  his  "culture?" 

Predictably,  the  joke  piece  has 
drawn  outraged  letters  from  stu- 
dents like  Corey  Katz  (also  a  former 


Innis  Herald  editor),  who  suggested 
that  the  article  soothes  rapists'  guilty 
consciences  with  laughter,  easing 
them  along  their  criminal  develop- 
ment. "How  many  jokes  like  these  has 
someone  read,  heard,  laughed  at  or 
told  before  they're  able  to  overcome 
their  conscience  enough  to  rape  or 
assault  someone?"  he  asked,  presum- 
ably with  a  straight  face. 

The  article  uses  the  real  name 
of  London's  police  chief  Murray 
Faulkner,  which  is  very  question- 
able of  the  Gazette's  editorial  staff, 
but  not  exactly  a  cardinal  sin.  But  to 
therefore  suggest — as  did  an  800- 
member  Facebook  group  led  by  UWO 
student  Laurel  IVlitchell — that  people 
call  Faulkner  in  mass  numbers  and 
press  him  to  "clarify  his  position  on 
violence  against  women?"  That's  just 
ludicrous.  Even  without  flooding  him 
with  harassing  phone  calls,  we  can 
all  assume  that  a  chief  of  police  is  op- 
posed to  violence  against  women. 

The  protestors  who've  come  out  of 
the  woodwork  to  picket  the  joke  piece 
seem  to  have  picked  a  safe  topic.  It's 
pretty  hard  to  speak  out  against  even 
their  more  unhinged  claims  without 
being  made  to  look  like  a  "rape  sup- 
porter," and  the  Gazette  was  obvious- 
ly not  up  to  the  task. 


Still,  doesn't  shotgunning  accusa- 
tions against  anyone  who  seems  like 
a  half-decent  target  just  dilute  the 
strength  of  those  accusations? 

It's  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to 
treat  a  joke  like  an  earnest  statement 
and  react  with  righteous  fury.  There 
are  those  who  say  that  certain  sub- 
jects are  off-limits  to  humour,  (though 
that  doesn't  stop  people  from  mak- 
ing jokes  about  AIDS  and  Hitler)  but 
whether  those  things  are  right  or 
wrong  is  a  separate  issue  from  wheth- 
er it's  okay  to  joke  about  them.  Any- 
one who's  ever  laughed  at  an  episode 
of  South  Park  without  running  off  to 
do  penance  or  write  angry  letters  can 
understand  that  distinction. 

I  don't  know  for  sure,  but  I  have  a 
feeling  that's  what  the  article,  in  its 
cack-handed  way,  was  really  trying 
to  say. 

It's  wrong  and  despicable  to  belittle 
rape,  rape  survivors,  and  attempts 
to  teach  awareness  and  precautions 
against  rapists.  It's  wrong  as  well  to 
read  that  sort  of  malice  into  situa- 
tions where  it  isn't  there:  not  only  is 
it  unduly  hurtful  to  the  people  you 
misrepresent,  it  also  jades  the  public 
and  weakens  the  support  they'll  give 
to  real  activists  fighting  against  those 
who  really  deserve  it. 


'Freethinkers'  hot 
to  Trot 

Re:  Trottier  makes  a  poor  martyr, 
April  2  • 

I  must  register  my  absolute  horror 
at  the  editorial  regarding  the  attack 
on  Justin  Trottier.  Since  when  does 
the  victim  become  the  bad  guy?  If 
a  woman  is  dressed  provocatively 
and  is  raped,  is  she  "asking  for  it?" 
Working  for  the  paper  1  would  as- 
sume you  enjoy  freedom  of  speech. 
You  may  not  like  what  Mr.  Trottier 
has  to  say,  but  isn't  he  entitled  to  say 
it  without  worrying  for  his  safety?  1 
doubt  very  much  that  Mr.  Trottier 
wants  to  be  a  martyr  for  his  cause. 
And  what  is  a  "plain  old  assault?" 
Have  we  become  so  desensitized  to 
the  violence  around  us?  If  someone 
hit  you  because  of  your  ridiculous 
editorial,  would  it  still  seem  like  a 
trivial  matter?  Come  out  from  behind 
the  safety  of  your  newspaper  and  see 
what  it  feels  like  to  be  re-victimized  in 
the  press. 

Annalee  Trottier 

•  I  was  astounded  to  read  your  edito- 
rial trivializing  the  assault  against 
Justin  Trottier.  You  argue  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  classified  as  a  hate 
crime,  for  no  other  reason  that  that 
the  beliefs  to  which  Mr.  Trottier's  as- 
sailants took  offence  were  irreligious. 
Let  me  get  this  straight.  If  members 
of  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ  or 
the  Muslim  Student  Association  are 
putting  up  posters  extolling  their  god. 


and  a  too-easily-offended  freethinker 
takes  a  swipe  at  them,  then  you 
recognize  a  hate  crime.  But  reverse 
the  roles,  and  you  will  only  call  it 
a  common  assault.  Why,  I  wonder, 
do  you  not  believe  freethinkers 
deserve  equal  protection  under  the 
law?  There  is  one  statement  in  your 
editorial  I  do  agree  with.  You  do  not 
consider  the  assault  on  Mr.  Trottier 
to  be  on  a  par  with  the  desecration 
of  cemeteries.  Nor  do  I — I  consider 
it  worse.  Whatever  the  motivation, 
violence  is  always  a  worse  crime  in 
my  book  than  vandalism. 

Moses  Kleuv 

•  One  of  the  claims  of  Dawkins'  latest 
crusade  against  religious  groups, 
"The  God  Who  Wasn't  There,"  is  that 
religious  animosity  has  been  one  of 
the  foremost  instigators  of  infight- 
ing within  the  human  species,  so 
to  speak.  It  certainly  is  startling  to 
notice  how  people  will  often  fly  into 
a  rage  or  become  personally  insulted 
if  you  bluntly  disagree  with  their  reli- 
gious views,  their  hypotheses  about 
the  afterlife,  and  so  on.  This  never 
happens  if  you  claim  at  the  dinner 
table  that  you  believe  string  theorists 
will  find  a  Grand  Unified  Theory,  or 
that  you  don't. 

But  perhaps  the  difference  is  not 
so  much  the  subject  matter,  but 
the  manner  in  which  opinions  are 
voiced.  For  example,  if  a  small  group 
set  up  stands  and  began  postering 
the  campus  with  claims  that  string 
theory  was  nonsense,  it  wouldn't 
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VARSITY  COMMENT 


Jailed  Egyptian  blogger  an  example  to  us  all 


CamVidler 

ASSOCIATE  COMMENT  EDITOR 


A  strong  secularist  and  a  believer  in 
individual  liberties,  Kareem  Amer  is  a 
blogger  whose  online  profile  outlines 
his  commitment  to  "defend[ing]  the 
rights  of  Muslim  and  Arabic  women 
against  all  form  of  discrimination 
and  to  stop  [ping]  violent  crimes 
committed  on  a  daily  basis"  in  some 
Muslim  countries. 

In  pursuit  of  this  objective,  Ka- 
reem has  used  his  website  to  speak 
out  against  gender  inequality  at  his 
university  (Al-Azhar  University  in 
Cairo)  and  criticize  what  he  sees 
as  the  negative  influence  of  Islam 
on  Egyptian  society.  For  this,  the 
brave  writer  found  himself  expelled, 
chased  by  knife-wielding  thugs 
while  security  officials  stood  aside, 
referred  to  the  public  prosecutor, 
charged,  convicted,  and  sentenced 
to  four  years  in  prison  for  "inciting 
hatred  of  Islam"  and  "insulting"  Pres- 
ident Hosni  Mubarak.  Needless  to 
say,  freedom  of  expression  is  under 
attack  in  Egypt. 

Since  then,  the  case  has  spurred  a 
global  movement  calling  for  his  safe 
release  and  for  free  speech  in  general. 
Western  media  outlets,  including  the 
Washington  Post,  Le  Monde,  the  Globe 
and  Mail,  Der  Speigel,  and  many  oth- 
ers have  embraced  Kareem's  cause 
by  publicizing  his  tragic  story.  Am- 
nesty International,  Human  Rights 
Watch,  and  Reporters  Without  Bor- 
ders have  condemned  his  imprison- 
ment and  are  currently  lobbying  the 
Egyptian  government  for  his  release. 
Politicians  from  Italy  and  the  U.S. 


Kareem  Amer  looks  through  the  bars  of  his  prison  cell  in  Egypt. 


have  also  joined  the  effort  by  send- 
ing official  letters  to  Cairo  calling  for 
Kareem  to  be  pardoned. 

But  perhaps  the  most  compelling 
sign  of  the  universal  nature  of  free 
speech  has  come  from  the  Muslim 
region  itself.  In  light  of  U.S.  foreign 
policy  in  the  area,  it  may  be  easy  to 
dismiss  Kareem  as  an  anomaly  in  the 
Middle  East— a  homegrown  crusad- 
er of  sorts,  trying  to  impose  Western 
concepts  of  individual  rights  on  an 
Eastern  civilization.  He  even  once 
claimed  that  "Islam's  dirty  finger  will 
be  found  behind  every  catastrophic 
event  to  humanity."  But  despite  Ka- 
reem's sometimes  hateful  views,  it 
would  be  a  mistake  to  believe  that  his 
love  of  free  speech  is  not  grounded 


in  good  ideals  and  reflected  in  those 
around  him. 

Some  of  Kareem's  most  vocal  and 
hardest-working  supporters  have 
been  exactly  those  he  offended  with 
his  opinions.  The  website  (freeka- 
reem.org)  responsible  for  much  of 
his  publicity  is  a  perfect  example. 
Site  organizers  state  that  "the  cre- 
ators and  main  supporters  of  the 
Free  Kareem  campaign  are  Muslim, 
and  we  are  doing  this  despite  what 
Kareem  said  about  our  religion.  Free 
speech  doesn't  mean  'speech  that 
you  approve  of.'  It  includes  criti- 
cism." 

Kareem's  imprisonment  has  even 
drawn  support  from  the  Muslim 
Brotherhood,  a  conservative  Islamic 


group.  Despite  different  worldviews, 
one  of  their  journalists  recently  said 
that  "this  security  practice  is  un- 
just... punishing  [Kareem],  or  pun- 
ishing others  having  their  opinions, 
will  not  succeed  in  changing  their 
ideas."  The  natural  right  to  free  ex- 
pression clearly  crosses  ideological 
and  cultural  grounds. 

To  the  dismay  of  the  Egyptian  gov- 
ernment, the  case  has  now  become 
an  important  symbol  of  human 
freedom.  Despite  the  gross  injustice 
committed  against  him,  Kareem  has 
created  an  opportunity  for  bottom- 
up  democratic  reform  by  encourag- 
ing others  to  stand  up  with  him.  The 
internet  is  increasingly  being  effec- 
tively used  as  a  tool  to  communicate 
political  ideas  in  an  area  of  the  world 
where  mainstream  discourse  is  often 
controlled  by  the  state. 

Tom  Palmer,  director  of  the  Byrne 
Project  on  Middle  East  Liberty  and  a 
close  friend  to  Kareem,  believes  this 
is  a  key  moment  for  the  region. 

"In  every  society,  brave  people 
have  to  struggle  for  their  freedom, 
and  the  Middle  East  is  no  different. 
Arabs — and  especially  Arab  Mus- 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE 


Go  to  www.thevarsity.ca  for  these 
online  exclusives:  Researchers 
at  U  of  T  and  other  schools  can  be 
instrumental  in  providing  generic 
AIDS  drugs  to  the  developing 
world,  but  student  pressure  is 
needed  to  convince  the  admin  to 
act.  STACY  YEH  and  ELAYNA  FREIVIES 
explain  how  Universities  can  help 


lims — are  taking  the  initiative  to  de- 
fend their  precious  right  not  to  be  ar- 
rested, imprisoned,  or  subjected  to 
violence  for  expressing  their  views." 

Kareem's  message,  however, 
should  not  be  limited  to  Egypt,  or 
the  Middle  East.  Freedom  of  speech 
is  constantly  under  attack  from  gov- 
ernments around  the  world.  Coun- 
tries like  China,  Russia,  and  Ven- 
ezuela combat  undesired  expression 
with  a  range  of  tools,  from  restrictive 
licensing  policies  to  state-owned 
ISPs  and  media  outlets. 

Even  in  Canada,  some  MPs  recently 
recommended  that  the  government 
make  it  illegal  to  "glorify"  terrorism. 
When  the  major  liberal  democracies 
of  the  world  limit  freedom  of  speech 
like  this,  they  appear  hypocritical 
and  lose  their  moral  high  ground 
when  dealing  with  some  of  the  more 
major  perpetrators. 

In  honour  of  Kareem  and  the  sacri- 
fices he  made  fighting  for  the  right  to 
express  himself,  1  ask  that  we  never 
take  for  granted  the  freedoms  we 
enjoy  here  in  Canada.  I  urge  you  all 
to  visit  the  website  (freekareem.org) 
and  see  what  you  can  do  to  help. 


save  lives. 
It  may  seem  like  Iraq's  various 
religious  and  ethnic  groups 
have  never  gotten  along.  But 
that  characterization  simplifies 
the  country's  rich  history  and 
distracts  from  the  legitimate 
potential  for  peace.  MAYCE  AL-SUKHHI 
brings  you  Iraq's  real  story. 


CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  PAGE 

be  very  surprising  if  a  few  physicists  became 
quite  angry  at  the  apparent  campaign  against 
their  research  project,  and  altercations  ensued. 
The  difference,  again,  seems  to  be  between 
presenting  an  informed  opinion  in  an  appropri- 
ate context  (like  a  class  on  the  philosophy  of 
religion,  or  on  advanced  physics)  and  launching 
a  political  campaign  against  a  particular  point 
of  view.  The  New  Atheists  (by  which  I  mean  to 
refer  to  the  people  who  poster  campuses,  or  an- 
nounce their  claims  passionately  on  YouTube, 
as  opposed  to  the  old  generation  who  wrote 
thoughtful  books  or  simply  stopped  going  to  re- 
ligious services)  seem  to  be  going  about  things 
in  exactly  the  provocative  manner  which  led 
to  the  infighting  in  the  first  place.  And  it  would 
indeed  be  quite  fitting  if  they  were  treated 
legally  as  a  religious  group,  although  this  would 
demonstrate  that  they  have  completely  failed  to 
solve  the  problem  they  set  out  to  address. 

Cathal  O  Madagain 

•  Are  representatives  of  SAC  and  The  Varsity 
really  resting  on  the  flimsy  "letter  of  the  law" 
argument  to  claim  that  the  assault  on  atheist  ac- 
tivist Justin  Trottier  was  not  a  hate  crime?  True, 
the  Criminal  Code  mentions  religion — but  not 
"absence  of  religion" — in  its  list  of  hate-crime 
prejudices.  But  comments  by  SAC  Chairperson 
Jen  Hassum  and  in  the  Varsity  editorial  suggest 
that  this  precludes  calling  the  assault  a  hate 
crime.  The  legal  argument  could  be  made  that 
some  "other  similar  factor"  (words  which  are 
indeed  in  the  law)  precipitated  the  assault, 

and  I  certainly  cannot  imagine  a  good  moral 
argument  that  hating  atheists  for  their  beliefs 
is  a  "lesser  hate"  than  hating  the  religious.  That 
Trottier  was  a  provocateur  is  surely  relevant 
somehow — perhaps  it  makes  him  less  of  a 
victim.  But  to  the  extent  that  he  is  a  victim,  he  is 
a  victim  of  hate. 

EwAN  Dunbar 

•  Being  physically  attacked  makes  one  a  victim. 
Reporting  the  crime  and  calling  attention  to  it 
is  not  an  attempt  to  make  oneself  a  martyr— it's 
called  standing  up  for  oneself.  So  the  guy  is 


"media  savvy"  enough  to  know  how  to  get  his 
story  out — does  that  negate  the  validity  of  his 
complaint?  Hardly.  It  sounds  quite  plausible  that 
Trottier  was  attacked  because  of  his  perceived 
beliefs,  which  suggests  that  the  attack  was  a 
"hate  crime,"  whatever  legal  minutiae  qualify 
the  term.  The  Varsity's  editorial  on  this  story 
was  despicable  and  irresponsible.  It  insinuates 
that  Trottier  somehow  deserved  what  he  got. 
No  one,  no  matter  what  wisecracks  he  makes, 
no  matter  what  posters  he  puts  up,  no  matter  if 
it  is  day  or  night,  no  matter  his  beliefs  (or  lack 
of  belieQ,  deserves  to  be  physically  attacked. 
I  don't  know  Trottier  or  the  editorial  staff,  but 
reading  between  the  lines  here,  it  looks  like  the 
writers  got  a  bit  too  excited  by  gossip  about  a 
former  colleague  and  seized  the  opportunity 
to  bring  someone  they  don't  like  down  a  peg  or 
two. 

•Madeleine  Beaupr£ 

Taskforce  hits  the  wallet 

Re:  A  'failure  to  accommodate,' 
March  22 

The  report  of  the  CFS  taskforce  on  the  "needs" 
of  Muslim  students  bathes  itself  in  uncanny 
levels  of  hypocrisy.  The  report  aims  to  tailor 
every  aspect  of  university  life,  from  cur- 
riculum to  gym  usage,  to  the  constraints  of 
Islam,  disregarding  any  infringement  on  the 
freedoms  of  others.  If  students  at  Western 
are  successful  in  changing  the  visual  art 
curriculum  to  their  wishes,  what's  to  stop  an 
evangelical  Christian  from  demanding  to  be 
excluded  from  learning  evolution  in  B1O150 
(which  is  mandatory  for  U  of  T's  life  science 
students)  without  academic  penalty?  It  is  seen 
as  a  travesty  that  Muslim  women  who  choose 
not  to  use  a  co-ed  gym  facility  should  still  pay 
their  athletic  fees.  Yet  CFS  leaders  should  be 
reminded  that  a  large  section  of  the  student 
population  (which  it  forgets  it  represents)  is 
not  religious  and  had  little  need  for  a  Multi- 
Faith  Centre  that  their  tuition  was  used  to 
build. 

SCHREIBER  PeREIRA 


ANNEX  FAMILY 

is  pleased  to  announce 

We're  now  open  for  dental  appointments  on 
Saturdays,  starting  as  early  as  9  a.m. 
Stop  missing  school  and  work  for  dental  appointments. 


Digital  X-rays 
and  teeth 
whitening 
available 


we  love  to  Simile  with  you.. 

Dr.  Tom  Varden  •  Dr.  Mike  Park 
416-921-5865 


360  BLOOR  ST.  W.,  SUITE  304 

Across  from  Dominion,  JCC 
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Grindhouse  is  a  double-barreled  blast 


FILM  REVIEW 


Grindhouse 


Directed  by  Robert  Rodriguez 
&  Quentin  Tarantino 


Starring  Rose  McGowan, 
KurtRusell 


Rating:  VVVvW 


Radheyan  Simonpillai 

FILM  CRITIC 


The  brilliant  fake  trailers  screened 
at  the  halfway  point  of  the  Rodri- 
guez-Tarantino  double-feature 
Grindhouse  are,  perhaps,  the  best 
proof  that  the  film  is  better  in  con- 
cept than  execution. 

These  contributions — from  di- 
rectors Eli  Roth,  Edgar  Wright,  and 
Rob  Zombie,  to  name  a  few — noodle 
with  ridiculous  ideas  for  B-movies, 
tongue  firmly  in  cheek.  However, 
the  edgy  trailers  are  the  best  part  of 
the  entire  Grindhouse  experience. 

A  conceptual  package  deal,  Grind- 
house is  two  films  designed  for  a 
back-to-back  presentation — hark- 
ing back  to  old  double  features, 
with  fake  trailers  completing  the  en- 
semble. The  movie  is  better  judged 
as  a  wholesale  experi£nce  than  by 
the  sum  of  its  lazy  parts.  It's  a  fun 
throwback  to  the  exploitation  B- 
movies  of  the  seventies,  which  were 
chock-full  of  unadulterated  sex  and 
violence.  In  their  day,  these  decid- 
edly un-artsy  flicks  were  confined 
to  low-budget  exhibition  theatres 
where  the  doorman  and  projection- 


DUO  OF  THE  DEAD:  Directors  Tarantino  and  Rodriguez  team  up  to  recreate  the  classic  B-movie  experience  in  Grindhouse. 


ist  were  usually  the  same  person 
and  technical  difficulties  were  com- 
mon. 

Complete  with  all  the  old  hall- 
marks of  the  experience — miss- 
ing reels,  the  aforementioned  fake 
trailers,  and  some  purposefully 
mutilated  frames — Grindhouse  is  a 
B-movie  geek's  wet  dream.  It  play- 
fully hits  every  mark  that  fans  of 
the  genre  crave  and  expect.  There 
are  big  guns,  muscle  cars,  barrels  of 


guts  and  gore,  and  limbs  in  various 
stages  of  mutilation.  Good,  bad  and 
ugly,  Grindhouse  has  it  all,  which 
comes  as  no  surprise  with  a  run- 
ning time  that  knifes  its  way  past 
the  three  hour  mark. 

Rodriguez's  Planet  Terror,  a  zom- 
bie-romp starring  the  charming 
Rose  McGowan  and  her  prosthetic 
sub-machine  gun  leg,  is  the  most 
consistent  (and  outlandish)  of  the 
two  features.  Though  it  mostly 


meets  expectations  rather  than 
exceeding  them  (exception:  bonus 
points  for  some  cool  stock-footage 
gimmickry)  Planet  Terror  is  still  not 
a  bad  place  for  shlock  movie  lovers 
to  be. 

On  the  other  hand,  Tarantino's  un- 
even Death  Proof  \s  a  little  too  much 
of  a  B-movie.  Its  weakest  points  are 
mostly  in  its  opening  reels,  with 
dingy  picture  quality  and  deliber- 
ately rough  edits  that  go  a  little  too 


far  in  imitating  the  flaws  of  movies 
past.  The  dusty  road  landscape, 
which  recalls  every  shitty  muscle- 
car  movie  my  foggy  memory  can 
muster,  is  both  a  strength  and  a 
weakness. 

In  another  of  Tarantino's  trade- 
marked  casting  choices,  Death 
Proof  stars  Kurt  Russell  as  a  scar- 
faced  serial  killer  by  the  name 
Stuntman  Mike.  This  creepy  gear- 
head  stalks  female  prey  in  his  mus- 
cle car,  whose  roar  stirs  the  endless 
dust  long  before  the  mean  machine 
comes  into  sight.  The  best  part  of 
Death  Proof  is  Mike's  rapport  with 
his  female  marks,  which,  in  typical 
Tarantino  style,  is  both  sinister  and 
compellingly  meticulous. 

After  a  juicy  first  half — with  a  few 
heads  suffering  extreme  tire-burn 
along  the  way — Death  Proof  grinds 
to  a  screeching  halt.  The  arrival  of 
a  fresh  female  quartet,  led  by  Rosa- 
rio  Dawson,  marks  a  gear-change  to 
canned  banter,  indulgent  pop-cul- 
tural references,  and  a  fatal  lack  of 
wit  and  charm. 

It's  an  aimless  and  awkward 
stretch  for  the  film,  with  neither 
Tarantino's  remarkable  talent  nor 
B-movie  nostalgia  rescuing  the  dull 
scenes,  and  it  makes  us  wonder 
whether  Tarantino's  heart  was  re- 
ally in  it. 

On  the  whole,  Rodriguez  and  Tar- 
antino do  a  commendable  job  of  rec- 
reating a  theatre  experience  most  of 
us  missed  out  on. 

Two  of  the  excellent  fake  trail- 
ers are  made  by  directors  who 
have  churned  out  dumbass  slasher 
sleaze  of  their  own — Roth's  Hostel 
and  Zombie's  The  Devil's  Rejects.  In 
a  better  world,  these  guys  would  be 
restricted  to  making  filler,  and  Tar- 
antino would  supply  the  real  goods. 


Bon  Boheme 

Silhouettes  dance  to  near  perfection 


The  Silhouettes  Dance  Company  wowed  audiences  with  their  innovative  dance  produc- 
tion, Boheme. 


Amy  Smithers 

VARSITY  STAFF 


It  was  a  tough  gig  for  a  dance  critic 
at  the  Betty  Oliphant  Theatre  last 
weekend.  The  Silhouettes  Dance 
Company's  fourth  annual  perfor- 
mance, Boheme,  was  nearly  flaw- 
less. 

Dancers,  choreographers,  cos- 
tume makers  and  technical  staff 
poured  their  hearts  and  souls  into 
every  number,  broadcasting  the 
themes  of  freedom,  beauty,  truth 
and  love.  The  performance  was  a  fu- 
sion of  dance  forms  spanning  more 
than  30  individual  numbers,  which 
ranged  from  modern  dance  to  tap, 
ballet  to  swing.  Between  numbers,  a 
voiceover  provided  a  narrative  con- 
necting the  individual  pieces. 

The  third  scene,  a  contemporary 
piece  with  a  jazz  edge,  was  danced 
to  Stabilo's  "Flawed  Design"  and  set 
the  tone  for  the  entire  performance, 
enchanting  the  audience  with  its 


DANCE  REVIEW 


Boheme 


The  Silhouette  Dance  Company 


Betty  Oliphant  Theatre 


Rating:  VVVVv 

innovative  modern  choreography. 
Other  notable  numbers  in  the  first 
act  included  the  beautiful  "Choices 
Made,"  which  told  the  story  of  a  love 
triangle  through  movement,  "Think 
Pink,"  featuring  the  flawlessly  suave 
tap  dancing  of  artistic  co-director 
Lucas  Castellani,  and  "Thrive,"  a 
hip-hop  number  set  to  a  Justin  Tim- 
berlake  medley. 

The  audience  favourite,  however, 
had  to  be  "Elevator  Man,"  set  to  the 
song  of  the  same  name  by  local  in- 


die-rockers The  Golden  Dogs.  Alex 
Schneider  starred  as  an  adorable 
elevator  operator,  surrounded  by 
dancing  workers  and  city  dwellers, 
in  this  toe-tapping  ensemble  piece 
that  kept  the  audience  smiling  all 
the  way  through  intermission. 

The  Silhouettes  opened  the  sec- 
ond act  with  a  bang  (of  thunder)  un- 
der a  full  moon,  in  a  routine  inspired 
by  Michael  Jackson's  zombie-pop 
epic  "Thriller."  This  gutsy  and  up- 
beat performance  was  followed  by 
"Sheena,"  a  performance  danced  to 
the  spoken  poetry  of  Greg  Carere. 
The  silence,  save  for  the  reader  and 
the  tapping  of  the  dancers'  shoes, 
made  the  scene  unique  and  memo- 
rable. 

Midway  through  the  second  act, 
the  audience  was  treated  to  the 
jazzy  moves  of  "For  Once  In  My  Life," 
as  well  as  "Swing  Set,"  a  catchy  30s- 
style  number  performed  by  the  duo 
of  Schneider  and  Allie  Hartwick. 
Artistic  co-director  Melissa  Gervais 


and  media  coordinator  Adriane  Mo- 
stacho  shone  in  the  fluid,  rock-in- 
spired "Villains,"  with  music  by  90s 
alt-rock  dinosaurs  The  Verve  Pipe. 

The  piece  de  resistance,  however, 
was  the  final  number,  "El  Tango  De 
Roxanne,"  with  music  taken  from 
the  equally  epic  Moulin  Rouge.  Sexy 
Latin  dancing  and  an  army  of  swirl- 


ing red  skirts  dazzled  the  eyes  and 
had  the  entire  theatre  clapping  in 
time. 

Last  year's  collective  was  fantas- 
tic, but  this  year  they  have  simply 
outdone  themselves.  With  talent 
and  choreography  like  this,  the 
Silhouettes  Dance  Company  only 
stands  to  get  better  with  age. 


science@thevarsity.ca 


SCIENCE 


Artificially  inspired 


A  scene  from  the  sci-fi  flick  The  Fountain,  which  used  macro  photography  to  achieve  its  futuristic,  yet  timeless  look. 


Nira  Datta 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Most  men  and  women  don't  look  like 
movie  stars,  television  moms,  or  soap- 
opera  divas.  Fewer  still  have  the  glow- 
ing complexion  of  the  Spartans  of  300, 
or  the  dodgy,  druggie  look  of  Keanu  in 
A  Scanner  Darkly.  Never  before  have  hu- 
man eyes  been  subjected  to  such  a  feast 
of  computer  and  artificially-rendered 
images  as  we  are  today. 

How  did  the  world  of  science  and 
technology — so  seldom  concerned  with 
fine  art — find  itself  deeply  immersed  in 
art's  domain? 

"There  is  always  this  image  behind  big 
science  overriding  the  romantic  artist," 


said  Dr.  Tracey  Bowen,  a  U  of  T  lecturer 
on  communication,  culture  and  informa- 
tion technology.  "Yet,  art  is  as  much  of 
an  inquiry  as  science  is." 

Whether  you  prefer  special  effects 
derived  from  magnified  images  of  mi- 
cro-organisms, virtual  art  based  on  the 
technology  employed  in  virtual  reality, 
or  paintings  produced  by  programmed 
robots,  science  and  art  can  come  to- 
gether in — pardon  for  the  pun — crafty 
ways. 

Petri  dishes:  fountains  of  liquid  life 

You're  probably  familiar  with  the  typi- 
cal close-up  photograph,  but  today's 
artists  are  getting  microscopically  close 


to  their  subjects.  Macro  photography  is 
a  type  of  photography  taken  extremely 
close  up  in  which  the  image  on  the  film 
is  as  large  as  or  larger  than  the  subject 
really  is.  The  objects  are  photographed 
at  magnification  ratios  ranging  from 
about  1:1  to  about  10:1,  meaning  that  the 
image  can  be  anywhere  from  "life-sized" 
to  up  to  ten  times  bigger  than  real  life. 

Peter  Parks,  a  macro  photographer 
based  in  London,  photographed  bio- 
logical organisms  to  produce  the  bi- 
zarre special  effects  used  in  Darren 
Aronofsky's  2006  film.  The  Fountain. 
Parks  spent  his  career  photographing 
living  organisms  near  the  bottom  of  the 

SEE  ARTIFICIAL -PG  13 
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Mean,  green  and  squeaky 
clean  photocells 

If  plants  could  speak,  they'd  probably 
tell  us  to  use  a  newly  developed  tech- 
nology that  is  making  solar  energy 
even  more  green-friendly — literally.  A 
new  solar  cell  technology  from  Massey 
University's  Nanomaterials  Research 
Centre  in  New  Zealand  employs  a 
synthetic  dye  that  closely  resembles 
the  chlorophyll  plants  use  to  capture 
sunlight,  and  colours  the  solar  panels 
green.  Unlike  silicon  solar  cells,  these 
green  solar  cells  can  generate  power 
even  in  low  light,  and  would  cost  a 
tenth  as  much  as  silicon  solar  panels. 
The  team  is  also  testing  a  photocell  us- 
ing a  pigment  similar  to  the  hemoglo- 
bin that  is  responsible  for  blood's  red 
colour. 

Source:  Massey  University  news  service 
— SANDY HUEN 

Girls  really  do  rule 

Researchers  studying  Duchenne 
muscular  dystrophy  at  the  Children's 
Hospital  of  Pittsburgh  have  stumbled 
upon  an  unusual  discovery:  stem  cells 
from  female  mice  are  better  at  regen- 
erating cells  than  male  stem  cells.  The 
researchers  were  using  stem  cells  from 
both  male  and  female  mice  to  test  the 
viability  of  its  use  as  a  delivery  system 
of  dystrophin,  a  protein  that  Duchenne 
patients  lack.  Regardless  of  the  sex  of 
the  stem-cell  recipient,  male  donor 
stem  cells  were  able  to  regenerate  into 
significantly  healthy  muscle  cells  only 
10  per  cent  of  the  time.  Stem  cells  de- 
rived from  females,  on  the  other  hand, 
were  successful  40  per  cent  of  the  time 
and  generally  made  more  robust  cell 
populations  than  male  stem  cells.  The 
researchers  are  now  trying  to  pinpoint 
the  innate  differences  between  male 
and  female  stem  cells  that  may  be  able 
to  explain  this  result.  This  is  the  first 
study  to  show  a  stem  cell  gender  bias. 
Source:  Journal  of  Cell  Biology 
— S.H. 


Japan's  bad  bugs 


We  all  know  that  the  flu  comes  in  differ- 
ent varieties  and  that  some  are  deadli- 
er than  others,  but  one  Japanese  team 
is  still  wondering:  exactly  how  often  do 
dangerous  forms  arise  in  each  strain? 
The  influenza  virus  comes  in  two  main 
types:  A  and  B.  The  Japanese  scientists 
have  found  that  type  B  influenza  de- 
velops drug  resistance  less  frequently 
than  type  A.  Influenza  A  is  associ- 
ated with  epidemics  that  cause  more 
deaths,  but  type  B  viruses  still  result 
in  many  annual  outbreaks  worldwide. 
Both  types  can  be  treated  with  drugs 
like  neuraminidase  inhibitors,  but  this 
can  lead  to  drug-resistant  viruses.  Ja- 
pan prescribes  drugs  for  flu  infections 
more  than  anywhere  else  in  the  world, 
making  it  an  ideal  setting  to  study  the 
development  of  drug  resistemce.  Re- 
searchers discovered  reduced  drug 
sensitivity  developing  at  a  rate  of  1.4 
per  cent  for  influenza  B  viruses,  com- 
pared to  between  5.5  and  18  per  cent 
among  influenza  A.  Despite  the  lower 
rate  of  generation,  drug-resistant  type 
B  viruses  still  appear  to  be  transmit- 
ted within  communities  and  families, 
and  requires  close  monitoring. 
Source:  JAMA 
— MAYCEAL-SUKHNI 
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Flying  saucers,  flying 
billionaires,  and  Martha's 
space  picnic? 

According  to  a  report  from  the 
U.K.'s  Daily  Mail,  a  68-year-old  ama- 
teur inventor  has  recently  won  a 
contract  from  the  U.S.  government 
for  his  hovercraft/helicopter/flying 
saucer,  called  Geoff's  Flying  Saucer. 
Geoff  Hatton's  invention  has  an  il- 
lustrious history:  the  first  model 
was  built  in  1964,  funding  for  the 
project  was  won  in  2001,  a  patent 
filed  in  March  2005,  and  the  first 
flights  launched  later  that  year.  The 
small  flying  saucer  uses  a  battery- 
powered  top  propeller  to  push  air 
down  and  over  its  surfaces,  pushing 
the  device  upward  like  a  helicopter. 
The  American  government — unlike 
the  British  Ministry  of  Defense  who 


rejected  Hatton's  flying  saucer — has 
expressed  interest  in  the  device  be- 
cause of  its  potential:  it  can  recover 
from  bumps  into  walls,  and  it  may 
aid  surveillance  and  possibly  under- 
take search-and-rescue  missions. 

In  other  airborne  news,  the 
world's  fifth  space  tourist  took  off 
Saturday  from  Kazakhstan,  dig- 
ging a  $25  million  (U.S.)  hole  into 
the  pockets  of  American  billionaire 
Charles  Simonyi,  who  helped  create 
Microsoft  Word  and  Excel.  Grinning 
and  waving  upon  takeoff  to  a  sup- 
portive entourage,  including  diva 
ex-con  Martha  Stewart,  Simonyi 
didn't  seem  fazed  that  a  the  huge 
pile  of  cash  has  zipped  away  for 
this  13-day  trip.  While  Simonyi  was 
blasting  off,  Stewart  also  partook  of 
the  luxuries  of  modern  travel — if  a 
camel  can  be  construed  as  such. 
Stewart  spent  the  hours  before  lift- 


Geoff  Hatton's  flying  device  is  a  cross  between  a  helicopter,  a  hovercraft,  and  a  flying 
saucer.  He's  dubbed  it  Geoff's  Flying  Saucer,  or  the  GFS. 


//ONLINE  EXCLUSIVE 


Green  tea's  good  for  whatever 
ails  you,  and  today,  it's 
everywhere  to  be  found. 
Starbucks  serves  up  green  tea 
frappucinos,  Lipton  bottles 
citrus-flavoured  green  tea, 
bakeries  are  making  green  tea 
cakes,  and  even  new  alcoholic 
beverages  are  being  devised 
that  put  this  tasty  tea  to  use.  But 
what  makes  a  simple  brew  of 
this  delicate  tea  healthful?  Read 
NIVEDITAPATEL'S  review  of  the 
science  behind  this  beneficial 
beverage  at  www.thevarsity.ca, 
and  consider  switching  up  your 
morning  mug  of  joe  for  a  cup  of 
health-happy  green  tea. 


off  on  the  back  of  a  camel,  a  com- 
mon mode  of  transportation  in  the 
Kazakhstan  steppes. 

The  story  gets  more  bizarre. 

With  his  fellow  cosmonauts,  Si- 
monyi docked  at  the  International 
Space  Station  on  Monday  with  a  pic- 
nic basket  full  of  Stewart's  gourmet 
food — which  some  have  taken  as  a 
romantic  love  token.  Simonyi  plans 
to  share  the  meal  with  the  ISS  astro- 
nauts on  April  12,  Russian  Cosmo- 
naut Day. 


Simonyi  also  intends  to  blog 
about  his  space  adventures  while 
in  orbit.  The  blog  already  lists  some 
of  Simonyi's  stranger  space-flight 
experiences:  urinating  on  the  tire 
of  the  bus  taking  cosmonauts  to  the 
launch  pad,  batting  a  black  toy  cat 
that  is  a  good-luck  charm  to  cosmo- 
naut Oleg  Kotov  and  much,  much 
more. 

Source:  Daily  Mail,  Scientific 

American 

— S.H. 


Join  us  May  9  and  you'll  be 
in  excellent  company. 

The  Awards  of  Excellence  will  honour  the  University  of  Toronto's  great  achievers 
on  Wednesday,  May  9,  2007. 

We  invite  you  to  join  your  friends  and  colleagues  for  the  ceremony  in  the  Great  Hall  at  Hart  House. 
Award  Ceremony:  5:30  p.m.   Receptioq:  6:30  p.m. 


CHANCELLOR  S  AWARD 

DebraA.  Bilinski 

Office  of  Research  Services,  Office  of  the 
Vice-President,  Research  and  Associate 
Provost 

Rebecca  Spagnolo 

Graduate  House 

School  of  Graduate  Studies 

JOAN  E.  FOLEY  QUALITY  OF 
STUDENT  EXPERIENCE  AWARD 

Professor  John  Baird 

Deportment  of  English 
FacultY  of  Arts  and  Science 

LUDWIK  AND  ESTELLE  JUS 
MEMORIAL  HUMAN  RIGHTS 
PRIZE 

Professor  Catherine  Chalin 

Department  of  Public  Health  Sciences 
Facuky  of  Medidne 

FACULTY  AWARD 

Professor  Yu-Ling  Cheng 

Department  of  Chemical  Engineering  and 
Applied  Chemistry,  faculty  of  Applied 
Science  and  Engineering 

CAROLYN  TUOHY  IMPACT 
ON  PUBLIC  POLICY  AWARD 

Professor  David  Cameron 

Department  of  Political  Science 
faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 


NORTHROP  FRYE  AWARD 

Professor  Robert  Brym 

Department  of  Sociology 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 

Interfaculty  Pain  Curriculum 

Un/vcrsfty  ofToronto  Centre  for  the  Study  of  Pain 
Faculties  of  Dentistry,  Medicine,  Nursing, 
Pharmacy,  and  Physical  Therapy  and 
Occupational  Therapy 

JOHN  H.  MOSS  SCHOLARSHIP 

SCHOLAR 

Matto  Mildenberger 

International  Rdotions  Program  and 
Department  of  Botany,  Trinity  College 

FINALISTS 
Shahmeer  Ansari 

Commerce  Program,Viaoria  College 

David  Andrew  Kim 

Program  in  Neuroscience  and  Peace  and 
Conflia  Studies  Program,  Victoria  College 

Jeff  Rybak 

DepaiUnent  of  Humanities 
University  ofToronto  at  Scarborough 

Leah  Stokes 

Department  of  Psychology  and 
East  Asian  Studies,  Trinity  College 

Fiona  Taylor 

Departments  of  Biochemistry,  Human 
Riology  and  Economics,  Trinity  College 


UNIVERSITY  OF 


TORONTO 


UTA  A 


RSVP  at 

www.alumni.utoronto.ca/awex.html 
For  more  information,  contact 
lorraine.gillis@utoronto.ca 
or  416-978-1064 
Business  attire    Limited  seating 


ADEL  S.  SEDRA 
DISTINGUISHED 
GRADUATE  AWARD 

SCHOLARS 
Krista  Boa 

Faculty  of  Information  Studies 

Christine  Victoria  Ichim 

Department  of  Biophysics 
Faculty  of  Medidne 

FINALISTS 
Kerry  Kuluski 

Department  of  Health  Policy, 
Management  and  Evaluation 
Faculty  of  Medicine 

Nicholas  Matte 

Department  of  History, 

Institute  for  Women  and  Gender  Studies 

Faculty  of  Aits  and  Sdence 

Olivier  Sorin 

Department  of  French 

JON  S.  DELLANDREA  AWARD 
FOR  INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS 

SCHOLARS 
Matthew  McGeachy 

Departments  of  History  and  Philosophy 
Viaoria  College 

Shi  (Reynold)  Xin 

Department  of  Engineering  Science 
Faculty  of  Applied  Science  and  Engineering 

FINALISTS 

Kerolyn  K.  Shairsingh 

Department  of  Chemical  Engineering 

and  Applied  Chemistry 

Faculty  of  Applied  Science  and  Engineering 

Christian  Thorne 

Department  of  History.Trinity  College 


WRITE  FOR  SCIENCE 

scjence@thevarslty.ca 


by  Heatwave,  Summer  2006  across Anfierica 


Forest  Burned,  1998  to  2006 


Cost  of  1998  Ice  Storm,  Quebec 


Froni  Hurricane  Katrina 


Wild  Weather  is 
Changing  Your  World 


Hear  Dr.  Reese  Halter  talk  about  how  we 
affect  weather  during  his  national  book  tour  for 
Wild  Weather: 
The  Truth  Behind  Global  Warming 


Thursday,  AprlM 2th     6:00 -7:30  p.m.      Room  1105  Sanford  Fleming  Building 
I  10  King's  College  Road 


science@thevarsity.ca 
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ARTIFICIAL  -  CONTINUED  FROM  PG  9     Computing  3  virtual  vision 


ocean,  but  for  this  film,  he  particular- 
ly focused  on  photographing  chemi- 
cal reactions. 

After  experimenting  with  broths 
of  bacteria  and  various  liquid  chemi- 
cals in  petri  dishes.  Parks  produced 
astonishing  close-ups  for  Aronofsky. 
Although  the  details  of  his  chemical 
recipes  are  top-secret,  his  talent  lies 
in  manipulating  organisms  and  pro- 
voking certain  chemical  reactions 
to  achieve  a  desirable  and  stunning 
visual  product. 

For  Aronofsky's  flick.  Parks  created 
a  fungal  medley  consisting  of  yeast, 
curry  powder  and  a  few  other  things 
Parks  keeps  secret. 

Toronto-based  visual  effects  com- 
pany Intelligent  Creatures  used 
Parks'  compilation  of  macro  footage 
of  liquid  chemical  reactions  to  create 
a  sense  of  space  in  The  Fountain.  They 
edited  Parks'  raw  footage  into  a  series 
of  deep-space  backdrops  throughout 
the  film,  using  a  total  of  234  shots  of 
these  futuristic  backgrounds. 


Unlike  run-of-the-mill  images  of  per- 
fect, shiny  and  CGI  women  often  seen 
selling  toothpaste  or  cell  phones, 
virtual  art  uses  computer  technol- 
ogy to  create  entire  artificial  worlds. 
Canadian  artist  Char  Davies,  for  one, 
has  gained  international  recognition 
for  her  pioneering  artwork  using  the 
technology  of  virtual  reality. 

Founding  director  of  digital  anima- 
tion software  company  Softimage, 
Davies'  art  exploits  the  ability  of 
3-D  computer  technology  to  create 
interactive  virtual  worlds.  A  series 
of  exhibits  by  Davies'  company,  Im- 
mersence,  presents  virtual  environ- 
ments using  3-D  graphics,  sound 
that's  broadcasted  to  specific  spaces, 
and  real-time  interactions  between 
the  guest  and  the  art.  The  exhibits 
are  based  on  Softimage's  software, 
and  run  on  a  powerful  computer. 

Davies'  exhibit  tracks  the  breath- 
ing of  participants  using  motion  sen- 
sors, enabling  her  viewers  to  "drift" 
through  translucent  landscapes.  Par- 


YEAR  OF   LANGUAGES   2006    -  2007 

Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  Speaker  Series 

UNIVERSITY    OF    YoY'O  N  T  O 


Ana  Celia  Zentella 

Department  oj  Ethnic  Studies,  UC  San  Diego 

An  Anthro-political 
Perspective  on  Linguistic 
(In) security  and  Latin@  Unity 
in  the  U.S. A. 


Thursday.  April  19,2007  •  4:30  p.m. 

Room  1 40,  University  College 
1 5  King's  College  Circle 

Free  Admission  •  General  Seating 

Visit  www.artsci.utoronto.ca/languages  or  call 
4 1 6-946-7950  for  more  information. 


FACUITV 
''ARrS& 
SCIENCE 


Presented  by  the  Faculty 
of  Arts  and  Science  at  the 
University  of  Toronto 


f  ACUmVARTS  &  SCONCE 
UNIVERSITY  »/  TORONTO 

mmm'm 
hmmmm 

OPEN  MINDS  AND  SFEN  OOORS 


SUBTLE  ADVERTISING 


IF  YOU  ARE  A  STUDENT 
AND  WANT  OR  NEED 
TO  TRAVEL  THIS  SUMMER, 
TRAVEL  CUTS  WILL  SAVE 
YOU  MONEY. 


IT'S  THAT  SIMPLE. 


ticipants  don  a  virtual-reality  helmet 
and  vest  to  step  into  these  simulated 
worlds.  Once  connected,  partici- 
pants navigate  their  way  through  vir- 
tual worlds  using  their  breath:  when 
inhaling,  they  "rise"  and  when  exhal- 
ing, they  move  downwards.  A  sense 
of  virtual  reality  is  a  critical  aspect 
to  Davies'  work,  producing  the  im- 
mersive environment  and  creating 
an  experience  for  the  entire  body. 

Intelligently  inspired  art 

Modern  robotics  has  enticed  many 
a  scientist  into  its  fascinating  world, 
and  at  least  one  artist.  Art-mak- 
ing intelligence — a  distant  relative 
of  artificial  intelligence — is  based 
on  robotics  and  computer  science, 
fused  to  create  different  pieces  of 
artwork. 


Dr.  Harold  Cohen,  painter  and 
computer  scientist  at  the  University 
of  California  at  San  Diego,  has  been 
working  on  the  art-creating  comput- 
er program  AARON.  This  software 
autonomously  draws  and  paints  the 
abstract  pictures  of  humans  created 
by  its  programmed  "imagination."  It 
remembers  everything  it  does  in  the 
painting,  building  up  a  very  elabo- 
rate internal  representation  of  the 
image  as  it  paints. 

The  software  creates  hundreds 
of  art  pieces  within  hours,  some  of 
which  have  sold  for  up  to  $10,000 
(U.S.). 

The  decline  and  fall  of  the  paint- 
brush? 

Advances  in  science  and  technology, 


from  automated  machines  to  virtual 
art,  have  had  a  definite  impact  on 
the  way  artists  work.  A  simple  CG 
touch-up  of  a  photograph  is  a  tech- 
nological fossil  in  comparison. 

"In  place  of  the  paintbrush,  there 
now  is  an  electronic  device  medi- 
ating between  the  artist  and  their 
canvas."  explained  Bowen. 

"To  me,  art  is  chasing  the  idea. 
Science  can  be  used  to  help  artists 
chase  that  idea."  said  Bowen. 

"I  think  art  and  science  have  al- 
ways been  great  together.  Creativ- 
ity is  as  much  a  part  of  science  as 
it  is  of  art,"  said  Bowen.  "The  whole 
technology  and  information  age 
has  created  a  larger  wedge  in  our 
thinking  process.  This  has  allowed 
us  to  merge  different  disciplines 
together,  to  see  what  we  can  create 
from  it." 


ASTHMA 

If  you  are  12  years  and  above,  have  asthma,  you  may  be 
eligible  to  participate  In  a  clinical  research  study  using 
approved  Inhalers  in  a  new  combination. 


You  will  be  reimbursed  up  to  $  1000  for  your  time  and 
expenses. 

Please  call  Dr.  A.  Cheema  @  MIssissauga 
©905  566  1200 


HELP  WANTEi 


SMALL  MARKHAM  COMPANY  HIRING 

an  administrative  assistant  F/T  who 
can  work  independently,  familiarity 
with  accounting  software  and  Microsoft 
Office  an  asset,  training  provided.  Fax 
resume  to  ATTN:  Louise  (905)  940-2433. 

SINGLE  NATURE  LOVERS  WANTED! 

Meet  people  in  the  20  to  39  age  range. 
Discover  ail  the  nooks  &  crannies  in  our 
beautiful  parks,  www.astroilinthepark. 
com  Christa  416-484-WALK  (9255) 

HEALTHY  ADULTS  NEEDED 

For  Memory  Mechanism  Research  at 
Centre  for  Addiction  &  Mental  Health 
(CAMH).  Your  participation  involves:  an 
interview  about  your  daily  routine,  com- 
pleting questionnaires  &  remembering 
word  lists  from  a  computer  You  are  eli- 
gible if  your  primary  language  (since  age 
5)  is  English  &  you  are  between  18  &  60 
years,  you  have  no  history  of  psychiatric 
or  neurological  illness  and/or  never  had 
drugs  or  alcohol  problems.  Participation 
will  involve  attending  a  3-4  hour  appoint- 
ment. Compensation  will  be  paid  for 
your  time  &  effort,  if  interested  call:  416- 
535-8501  -  x4923.  CAMH  is  a  Pan  Ameri- 
can Health  Organization/World  Health 
Organization  Collaborating  Centre. 
Affiliated  with  the  University  of  Toronto, 
All  queries  are  strictly  confidential. 


CLASSIFIEDS 

SCIENTISTS  /  CHEMISTS  NEEDED!!! 

Need  cash?  Job  experience?  Toronto 
company  looking  for  student  lab  techni- 
cian /  scientist  to  assist  with  new  project 
in  growth  industry.  Must  have  knowl- 
edge of  chemical  vapour  deposition 
(CVD)  technology.  Initial  contract  -  one 
weekend.  More  part-time  work  to  follow. 
Top  pay,  Qualified  applicants  submit 
applications  by  email  to  jewel@tuovi. 
com  or  by  fax  to  416-352-5960. 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selec- 
tion. Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Arouqd  Again  Records. 


SERVICES^ 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compufiow. 
416/539-9443. 


PC  COMPUTER  SERVICE 

Free  estimate.  25%  discount  for  U  of  T 
students.  Repairs  and  upgrades  at  your 
home.  Microtronics  co.  Phone:  416-423- 
6069,  Cell:  416-669-5700. 

ESSAY  WRITING  AND  RESEARCH 

PhD  and  Masters  graduates  to  help 
with  all  subjects.  Specializing  also  in 
resumes,  applications,  and  appeals. 
Call  416-960-9042.  Email:  customessay@ 
bellnet.ca.  Online:  customessay.com 


DON'T  PANIC! 
PREPARE  FOR  EXAMS  NOW!! 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  CHM  138,  139,  247,  MATH  125,  135, 
235,  ECO  220,  ,  PHYS  110.  Past  Exams 
With  Solutions  Available  for  Practice. 
(416)-785-8898. 

TUTORING  AND  MORE! 

The  Student  Tutoring  Network,  TSTN 
One  on  one  TUTORING  and  ESSAY 
EDITING.  FREE  textbook  and  rental  list- 
ing services.  416-855-9651,  416-990-7506; 
tstn@rogers.com  www.tstn.ca 


Advertise  In  the  Varsity 

ads@thevarsity.ca 

416-946-7604 


VARSITY  CLASSIFIEDS  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $10.00  for  non- 
business ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  Including  spaces) 
of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission. 

Submit  ads  by  mail,  phone,  or  email. 
DEADLINES:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue, 
Toronto,  ON  M5S 1J6.  Inquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


187  College  St.  (416)979-2406 

UTM  Student  Centre,  East  Wing 
(905)  820-1162 


IITRAVELOinS 

Canada's  Student  Travel  Experts 

www.travelcuts.com 

1-888-FLY-CUTS  (359-2887) 
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Broadcast  -  New  Media 

Graduate  Certificate  program 

Cambrian's  Broadcast  -  New  Media  program  prepares  students 
who  have  a  college  diploma  or  university  degree  for  today's  media 
environments.  The  emphasis  in  this  one-year  graduate  certificate  program 
is  on  the  acquisition  and  presentation  of  the  news  in  various  formats, 
including  print,  radio,  television,  and  the  Web.  It  is  an  ideal  program 
for  college  and  universit}'  graduates  with  a  strong  communication 
background,  as  it  provides  them  with  practical  skills  crucial  for  entr>'  into 
fields  such  <is  television,  radio,  and  Web  broadcasting  and  publishing. 

Don't  have  a  diploma  or  degree?  No  problem.  Cambrian's  two-year 
Journalism  -  Print  program  can  prepare  you  for  entry  into  the 
Broadcast  -  New  Media  graduate  certificate  program. 


CALLING  ALL  ELIGIBLE  STUDENTS! 

ENTER  FOR  A  CHANCE  TO  WIN'^  1  of  3  GRAND  RRIZES 


Score  a  FUN  RIDE 
and  be  the  envy 
of  your  class. 

You  could 

WIN'a  2-year 
lease  on  a  new 
2007  Focus. 


P5| 


What  could  be 
MORE  FUN  than 
getting  out  of  debt? 


You  could 

WIN'$5,000 

to  put  towards 
your  student  loan. 


A  NIGHT  OF  FUN 

at  the  concert  of 
your  choice*. 

You  and  7  friends 
m  a  Private  Suite. 


It 

FOR  INTENSELY 

FOR  SERIOUS 

GOOD  TIMES 

COIN 

FOR  EXTREME 

PARTYGOERS 

SIRIUSi/    YOU  COULD  WIN*  MORE 


SATElli 


Weeidy  draws  for  3  SIRIUS  Stiletto  100  radios  with  six  months  service. 

?  JJ  ij  ij  JJ  ;l  ilj 

All  fun^  all  the  time.  Get  ^750  towards  a  new  set  of  wheels. 

For  details  please  visit  f  ord  .ca 


FOR  STRONG 

REBATE 

Visit  f  ord-Cd  for  full  contest  Rules  and  Regulations. 
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The  Varsity mulfi  like  to  give  a  big,  warm, 
squisliy  hug  to  all  of  its  many  contributors 
over  the  past  year!  Thanks  for  writing,  copy- 
editing,  taking  photos,  and  drawing  pretty 
pictures  and  comics — you  are  all  amazing, 
because  you  got  involved.  Thank  you  so 
much  for  making  this  paper  intelligent, 
informative,  eminently  readable...well,  to  us, 
anyway.  We  love  you  all  and  want  to  invite 
youall  over  to  our  house  after  school  for 
kool-aid  and  rice  crispies,  and  tell  vou  all 
our  secrets... 


invitation  to  a  Public  Talk  by  DR.  RAVI  RAVlNDRA 


Yoga  and  the  Teaching  of  Gurdjieff 

Paths  to 
Freedom 


Friday,  April  20 
7:30  pm 

Arts  &  Letters  Club 

14  Elm  Street 
$15.00  at  the  door 


Dr.  Ravindra's  latest  book  is  The 
Spiritual  Roots  of  Yoga.  He  is 
Professor  Emeritus  at  Dalhousie 
University  where  he  was  Professor  and  Chair  of  Comparative  Reiigion 

and  Adjunct  Professor  of  Physics. 
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Path 

To  Freedom 

Ravi  Rav.ndra 

Teach  English 
Overseas 


*  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

*  Classroom  Management  Techniques 
9  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

*  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

*  internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

*  Teacher  Placement  Service 

»  Money  Back  Guarantee  Included 
4  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

J  Oxford 

SEMINARS 

416-924-3240 1 1-80l)-?79-1?79 
www.oxfordseminars.com 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


*  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

t  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

»  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

*  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
«  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

*  Free  Repeat  Policy 

9  Personal  Tutoring  Available 
j  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 


Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240l1M.1??9 
www,oxforclseininars.com 


Looking  For  A  Motel  Where 
you  Cm  REST  IN  PEACE? 

At  the  Pinewood  Motel  we  feature: 
^  •  Free  Movies 

M  •  A  Staff  That's  Up  To  Snuff 

_         ^      •  Killer  Views 


•  store  your  items  in  breathable  storage  boxes  and  garment  bags 

•  Store  your  items  in  a  secure,  climate-controlled  studio 

•  Store  your  Items  fully  insured 

•  Have  your  items  picked  up  from  your  dorm, 
apartment,  or  house  and  returned  to  you  when 
you  need  them,  wherever  you  are  in  Toronto 

•  Cost;  $160- $250  (including  return  delivery) 
for  4  months  of  storage 

•  Airlines  charge  at  least  $175  to  carry  one  extra 
suitcase  on  a  flight. 

•  Self  Storage  costs  $90  per  month  and  you 
have  to  deliver  and  collect 


""iSlllllil:: 


sony.coi 


n^acancy 


AC 


e:  contacf@storeyourclorm.ca    t:  416-607-6608 
260  Adelaide  St.  East  PO  Box  127  Toronto,  Ontario  M5A1N1 


FIND  OUT  WHY  EVERYONE 
IS  DYING  10  STAY  HERE! 
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sports@thevarsity.ca 


Sporty  six-pack 

Six  of  U  of  T's  best  highlight  a  season  in  review.  Photos  by  KARA  DILLON.  Interviews  by  CHRISTOPHE  POIRIER. 


Christine  Cho 

Fourth-year  in  history  and  political  science 

Christine  Cho  will  be  back  next  year,  and  with  a  mission. 
The  centre  for  Women's  Basketball  helped  lead  the  Blues 
to  a  12-10  record,  good  enough  for  a  fourth-place  finish 
in  the  Ontario  University  Athletic  East  division.  After  an- 
nihilating Ottawa  73-32  in  the  quarterfinals  Feb.  18,  the 
Blues  would  lose  to  eventual  league  champs  York  64-54 
on  Feb.  24. 

"This  year  was  disappointing  because  we  expected 
so  much,"  Cho  said.  "Especially  not  being  able  to  beat 
York. 

"Next  year  is  my  last  chance,  and  I  really  want  to  win  a 
National  Championship." 

That  the  co-captain  will  be  back  can  only  help  those 
chances,  as  she  led  the  Blues  with  a  47  per  cent  shooting 
average  from  the  floor,  40  per  cent  from  the  three-point 
line  and  six  rebounds  a  game.  The  first  team  all-star  also 
averaged  12.6  points  a  game,  second-best  on  the  team. 

While  this  season  fell  short  of  the  mark  she  had  envi- 
sioned, Cho  cited  a  comeback  victory  by  the  Blues  as  a 
turning  point  for  the  team. 

Down  22  in  their  last  game  before  the  mid-season 
break,  the  Blues  were  on  the  road  against  Laurier,  their 
season  hanging  by  a  thread  at  2-6. 

"Something  in  us  clicked  and  we  all  wanted  to  win," 
Cho  said.  "We  really  showed  our  potential." 

U  of  T  was  gangbusters  out  of  the  half,  pouring  29 
points  on  the  Golden  Hawks  in  the  third  quarter.  They 
kept  up  the  offensive  assault  with  27  in  the  final  frame, 
all  while  keeping  Laurier  to  11  points  en  route  to  a  74-71 
victory.  Cho  led  the  Blues  with  16  points  while  tacking  on 
five  rebounds  in  the  win. 

"Knowing  we  could  pull  it  out,  and  pull  it  out  together, 
changed  our  season,"  Cho  said. 

The  come-from-behind  success  jumpstarted  the  Blues, 
as  they  went  on  to  win  their  next  four  games  and  made 
their  run  to  the  postseason. 


Ryan  Grinnel 

Fourth-year  with  the  Blues,  in  the  faculty  of  education 

In  a  tale  of  two  seasons,  Ryan  Grinnel,  Men's  Hockey's  star 
goaltender  demonstrated  his  worth.  This  past  year  he 
won  the  Ontario  University  Athletic's  Most  Valuable  Player 
Award  in  a  season  that  was  one  finer  in  U  of  T's  recent  mem- 
ory. Grinnel  finished  the  regular  season  among  the  national 
leaders  in  save  percentage  (.921)  and  goals  against  aver- 
age (2.20)  as  tallied  by  Canadian  Interuniversity  Sport,  and 
gathered  two  OUA  male  athlete  of  the  week  awards  on  the 
way  to  a  18-9-1  record. 

His  success  this  year  came  as  a  stark  contrast  to  his  previ- 
ous one,  which  was  spotted  with  injuries.  Grinnel  broke  his 
left  wrist  in  a  pre-season  game,  and  when  the  X-rays  showed 
up  negative,  he  continued  playing  through  the  team's  first 
four  games  before  an  eventual  MRl  showed  the  break. 

After  four  weeks  he  was  back  between  the  pipes,  playing 
with  a  cast  on  his  glove  hand.  Two  games  later,  in  the  first 
game  after  the  season's  break,  a  shot  from  a  Ryerson  winger 
in  the  fifteenth  minute  of  the  first  period  found  his  right 
thumb,  cracking  the  bone.  Grinnel  would  play  only  six  more 
games  the  rest  of  the  season. 

"In  hindsight,  it's  nice  to  juxtapose  the  two,  with  this  one 
coming  out  as  well  as  it  did,"  he  said. 

Grinnel  also  thanked  coach  Darren  Lowe  for  sticking  with 
him  early  in  the  season. 

"The  more  I  play,  the  better  I  am,  and  for  him  to  trust  me 
really  helped,  as  it  kept  me  sharp  and  I  just  gathered  mo- 
mentum as  the  season  progressed." 

Grinnel  also  recalled  the  Varsity  Tournament  held  in 
Thunder  Bay  as  a  highlight  of  the  season.  Laurier,  Lakehead 
and  the  University  of  Calgary  were  the  opponents  the  Blues 
would  dispatch,  all  three  being  top-notch  competition.  The 
Blues  would  post  a  4-3  victory  over  Laurier,  with  Grinnel  be- 
ing named  man  of  the  match,  making  30  saves. 

As  for  the  season,  the  Grinnel  was  swift  to  thank  those  in 
front  of  him. 

"It  was  a  lot  of  fun,  but  all  cliches  aside,  I  had  a  great  de- 
fensive side  in  front  of  me." 


Mila  IVIiguel 

Fourth-year  in  physical  education 

A  masterful  court-general  and  a  first-team  all-star  for 
Women's  Volleyball,  Mila  Miguel  was  even  better  off  the 
court.  Recipient  of  the  2006-07  Canadian  Interuniversity 
Sport's  Therese  Quigley  Award,  Miguel  was  recognized 
for  excellence  in  volleyball,  as  well  as  her  academics  and 
community  involvement. 

Notching  3.31  kills  and  3.88  points  per  game  this  sea- 
son, Miguel  led  the  Blues  to  a  17-2  record.  She  also  boast- 
ed a  3.25  GPA,  all  while  volunteering  at  the  Hospital  for 
Sick  Children,  as  well  as  participating  in  the  Gulu  Walk, 
a  fundraising  walk  aimed  at  helping  children  in  Northern 
Uganda. 

Hoping  to  pursue  a  nursing  degree,  Miguel  does  not 
know  if  she  will  be  back  next  year,  but  would  love  the 
chance  to  compete  for  an  Ontario  University  Athletic 
title,  which  the  Blues  last  won  in  2004.  She  is  also  a  big 
fan  of  sticking  it  to  York,  which  the  Blues  did  in  the  first 
game  of  the  season  on  Oct.  20,  and  again  Jan.  27,  both 
times  winning  3-2. 

"It's  always  a  big  game  playing  them,  being  our  rivals 
and  all,"  Miguel  said.  "We  started  down  two  sets,  but 
came  back  to  win  in  five. 

"As  an  athlete,  it  shows  a  lot  of  character  to  win  like 
that.  It  shows  the  training,  the  mental  focus,  the  ability 
to  bring  it  together  at  the  right  time,  to  adapt  and  fix  as 
a  team  right  when  you  think  it  might  be  over — these  are 
the  reasons  you  keep  playing." 

Before  she  became  a  pillar  of  stability  and  success 
this  past  season,  Miguel  found  it  hard  to  ride  the  bench 
her  first  two  years  on  the  team.  In  a  volleyball  program 
as  dominant  as  the  Blues,  she  knew  she  had  to  bide  her 
time. 

"It  wasn't  always  easy,  because  you  want  to  play,"  she 
said.  "But  the  practice  and  the  effort  and  learning  the 
team's  dynamic — I  wouldn't  trade  those  two  years  at  all." 


sports@thevarsity.ca 


Isabel  Jarosz 

Fourth-year  in  human  biology  and  economics 

As  far  as  personal  dominance  goes,  Isabel  Jarosz  has  few 
in  her  league — except  for,  maybe,  Roger  Federer.  The 
top-seeded  player  for  Women's  Tennis  is  that  good,  hav- 
ing never  lost  a  set  in  her  four  career  with  U  of  T. 

In  the  Ontario  University  Athletic  Championship  the 
first  team  all-star  kept  up  the  streak  when  it  mattered 
most.  With  the  Blues  down  3-0  against  McGill  in  the  fi- 
nal, Jarosz  won  6-2,  6-1  to  jump-start  what  would  be 
the  greatest  U  of  T  comeback  of  the  year,  as  the  Blues 
eventually  clawed  back  to  take  their  third  straight  league 
title,  posting  a  4-3  victory. 

"The  OUA  finals  were  very  exciting,"  Jarosz  said. 
"When  the  fourth-  and-fifth  seeds  were  down  to  their 
match  points,  we  were  more  nervous  on  the  sidelines 
than  our  teammates  on  the  court." 

Tied  3-3,  Blues  veteran  Ekaterina  Alchits,  who  had  lost 
the  first  set,  found  her  self  down  6-5,  facing  match  point 
against  McGill's  Alison  Weinberg.  Alchits  held  off  the 
consistent  and  forceful  Weinberg,  winning  the  tiebreaker 
to  take  the  second  set.  In  the  final  game,  Weinberg  was 
unable  to  keep  up  with  Alchits,  as  she  stepped  up  in  the 
final  set  to  take  a  6-3  win,  and  clinched  the  gold  medal 
for  U  of  T. 

"We  have  a  great  dynamic.  We  all  get  along  great  and 
pull  for  each  other,  which  I  believe  was  the  greatest  con- 
tributor to  our  success." 

The  co-captain  of  the  team  will  be  back  next  year  in  the 
hopes  of  accomplishing  history  for  U  of  T.  While  Jarosz 
acknowledges  her  achievement  in  being  undefeated,  she 
is  a  true  winner,  knowing  that  team  success  comes  first. 

"No  team  has  won  four  years  in  a  row,"  she  said.  "That's 
something  to  strive  for." 


Stephanie  Lockert 

Fourth-year  in  life  sciences 

In  her  first  full  year  starting,  goalie  Stephanie  Lockert 
certainly  made  an  impression  for  Women's  Hockey. 
The  stalwart  between  the  pipes  led  the  nation  in  min- 
utes played  (1,466),  games  played  (24)  and  shutouts  (7), 
while  ranking  third  in  save  percentage  (0.944),  and  fifth 
in  goals  against  average  (1.44).  She  also  picked  up  a  first- 
team  Ontario  University  Athletic  all-star  award,  as  well 
as  being  named  a  second-team  all-Canadian  by  Cana- 
dian Intersport  University. 

But  she's  not  done  yet.  Lockert  will  bring  her  sparkling 
resume  back  for  another  run,  hoping  to  lead  the  Blues 
beyond  the  OUA  bronze  they  picked  up  this  year. 

"I  have  a  huge  hopes  for  next  year,"  said  Lockert.  "We 
have  lots  of  people  returning,  almost  all  of  our  major 
contributors  from  this  year.  If  we  can  get  a  few  rookies 
who  can  score,  we'll  be  tough." 

In  the  bronze  medal  game,  the  Blues  were  able  to  hold  . 
off  Guelph  in  double  overtime,  winning  3-2.  Lockert  made 
19  saves  in  the  win,  and  was  quick  to  highlight  the  play  of 
the  team  in  front  of  her. 

"We  have  a  really  great  defence,  which  makes  it  easy 
for  me,"  she  said.  "We're  so  consistent  defensively,  and 
are  especially  strong  at  the  fore-check.  If  there's  one 
word  to  describe  us,  it's  disciplined." 

When  searching  for  the  highlight  of  her  season,  Lock- 
ert recalled  her  third  shutout  of  the  season,  a  1-0  vic- 
tory over  Laurier  on  Nov.  26,  the  second-best  team  in  the 
nation.  She  would  save  24  in  the  game,  11  in  the  third 
period. 

"We  had  a  slow  start,  which  was  discouraging,  but 
once  we  hit  our  stride,  we  rattled  off  eight  straight  unde- 
feated. That  game  came  at  critical  juncture. 

"Because  of  it,  we  were  able  to  clinch  the  second  place 
in  the  OUA,  and  with  it  a  first-round  bye,  which  was  criti- 
cal in  our  postseason  success." 


Mark  Stinson 

Third-year  in  employment  relations  and  urban  geography 

As  the  slot-back,  Mark  Stinson  plays  quarterback, 
wide  receiver  and  running  back,  acting  as  the  main 
offensive  foil  for  U  of  T  Football.  And  while  some  have 
taken  the  Blues'  record  the  last  six  years  (0-41)  as  an 
embarrassment,  Stinson  knows  the  true  score. 

"There  are  those  who  show  skepticism,  there  are 
those  who  ridicule,  and  then  there  are  those  who  actu- 
ally see  the  game,"  Stinson  said.  "It's  unfortunate,  and 
we've  grown  to  ignore  it.  But  we  play  well,  and  there  is 
nothing  but  excitement  about  this  coming  year." 

The  Blues  last  won  in  the  last  game  played  at  Varsi- 
ty Stadium,  a  13-11  victory  over  Windsor  Oct.  13,  2001. 
With  U  of  T  opening  their  season  with  a  home  opener 
at  the  new  Varsity  Centre  in  September,  against  a  Wa- 
terloo team  the  Blues  nearly  beat  last  year,  losing  28-25, 
Stinson  is  among  many  that  believe  the  best  has  yet  to 
come. 

"My  first  year  we  had  20  first-years  starting,  which  is 
unheard  of,"  he  said.  "I  was  a  19-year-old  going  against  a 
29-year-old  from  Western. 

"This  time,  we've  got  lots  of  returning  guys,  some  key 
fifth-year  players.  We  have  more  experience  this  year 
than  at  any  point  in  my  career,  and  you  can't  say  enough 
about  that — it's  huge. 

"We've  come  a  long  way.  We  still  have  the  most  win- 
ning program  in  the  nation.  The  tradition  we  have,  it's 
great,  and  we  want  to  bring  it  back.  And  we're  on  our 
way." 

With  a  new  stadium  in  the  fold,  along  with  two  Friday 
night  games  on  tap  next  season.  Blues  Football  is  already 
gearing  up  for  what  is  sure  to  be  their  best  season  yet. 

"We're  the  only  team  in  the  league  that  can  say  they're 
already  practicing,  thanks  to  the  Bubble,"  Stinson  said. 
"We're  on  the  right  path,  and  I'm  excited  to  change  history." 
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DINOSAUR  COMICS  By  Ryan  North 


RING  DAYS  AT  UofT 


Sid  Smith  (Main  Floor)  Hallway 
Men.,  Apr.  9™  -  Fri.,  Apr.  13™    2pm  -  6pm 

LAST  CHANCE  TO  ORDEIi  YOUR  RING  FOR  GRAOyATION! 

For  brochure  and  pncc  list  c  iiiaiJ  jostcabjdt^^^vmpaiico.ca 


Buy  your  ring  now 


"■iSiWE  10% 


^jostens 


Qualit>'  jostens 
graduation  rings 
are  custom  made 

to  your  order! 


Main  Campus 
iVokstore 
(KofficT  Bui'nitiijj) 
(416)  640-7900 


UTSCBoobhw 
Third  FlcKW, 
BWcj.  Wins 
(416)  724-«213 


UTM  Eoobtore 
Rrsr  Rnor, 
SijuOi  BuiUiug 
(905)  S28-5272 


isniis.uofltoelistsre.cem 


BROWN 


Business  &  Financial  Services 


Comnnunity  Services 


Culinary  Arts 


COMICS  FOR  HETEROSEXUAL 
WOMEM 
today's  coalc 

HOW  TO  PLEASE  A  NAM 

Ladles'  Pleasing 
a  man  As  easy' 


Here's  one:  try  being 
nice  to  him,  even  If 
you're  having  a  bad 
day  I 


Here  are  some 
simple  sexy 
secrets  to 
pleasing  your 
man! 


Men  love  a  wcman  who  remenbers  his  birth- 
day. Try  remembering  your  man's  birthday, 
and  then  when  the  big  day  comes,  tall  hin 
that  you  hope  he  has  a  good  time,  because 

—        he  deserves  1t  < 


That  IS  a  good  tip! 


Finally,  experiment  with  remembering 
your  man's  Interests!    That  way, 
when  a  gift  Is  called  for,  you  can 
look  for  one  that  dovetails  nicely 
with  those  Interests.    He  won't 
forget  1t! 


wow!  I 
personally 
don't  see  how 
any  relation 

ship  can 
wfall  witl 

these 
fsure-f1re 
tips. 


I  agree!    I  would  say  that  if 
the  relationship  Is  falling 
despite  these  tips,  then  you 
and  your  man  may  have  Insur- 
mountable, 
fundamental 
differences, 
even  if  you 
love  each 
other  more  than 
you  can  say. 
NOThing's  meant 
to  last  forever, 
1ad1es! 
Anyway! 

Food  for 
thought! 


(C)  2007  Ryan  North 


ITCH  By  Daniel  Kaell 


MMw . qwan t z . c  om 


«9EftNWHlLE:  AT  THE^ 
5.$.Q.N.ft.GT. 

SlTUftTION:  THERE'S  ft  HOT 
,BA6E  SO  You  Look  KTHK 
JBOOBS       BUTT... BUT/ 

JI^KSklTOU  GET  Om 

»  WE  meedK 
^smi  excyse 

JO  LOOK  ftT  . 
'I  HAVE  ftPlAN! 


Pi 


f  OF  NERoS  ftMD  6££lCS-eJ 


K£EP  TftlKNG- 

SHOULD  TftKE 
CTHREE  noNTHS  M 
:fi  LOT  Of  P.R..  VjlW 
JHE 

rCLOTHING 
VcohPftNlES 
M  I  THI 


liHKEE  nONTHS, 


Design 


Engineering  Technology 


Fashion 


Health  Science 


Hospitality  &  Tourism  Management 


Nursing 


You're  graduating  with  a  degree,  but  many  employers  want  specialized  skills  and  experience.  Our  postgrad 
programs  take  your  theoretical  knowledge  and  let  you  apply  it.  In  a  hands-on  learning  environment,  with  our 
network  of  contacts  that  lead  to  work  placements  -  9  out  of  1 0  within  six  months  -  you'll  get  transferable  skills 
that  lead  to  jobs.  We  also  offer  fast-track  programs  so  that  you  can  eam  a  full  2-3  year  diploma  in  less  than  a  year. 
Call  us  today  to  find  out  about  an  information  session.  We'll  help  you  get  in  the  door  ahead  of  the  crowd. 

Call  toll  free  1  -800-265-2002  or  41 6-41 5-5000  or  go  to  georgebrown.ca/postgrad 


GEORGE 
BROWN 


COLLEGE 


